MV 










■ 






~<0 



— "^ 



=co 






B 


s 

i 


I 


1 


i ^ 




l ' 



/;. A 



^ 





i 

2*^ i 











iks ; 



i 




• 





w 




1 




3 


it 
"J 

7 


/ 







^ 


<6. 




w{MmM 


^ 






W 





7/ r 




Digitized for Microsoft Corporation 

by the Internet Archive in 2007. 

From University of Toronto. 

May be used for non-commercial, personal, research, 

or educational purposes, or any fair use. 

May not be indexed in a commercial service. 



3 i bit, 



«" .? 



CRITICAL 



COMMENTARY AND PARAPHRASE 



ON THE 



OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT * 



AND THE 



APOCRYPHA. 



BY 



PATRICK, LOWTH, ARNALD, WHITBY, AND LOWMAN. 



A NEW EDITIONS 

CORRECTED BY THE 

REV. J. R. PITMAN, M.A. 

ALTERNATE EVENING PREACHER AT THE FOUNDLING AND MAGDALEN HOSPITALS. 



V>> 



• 


IN 


SIX VOLUMES, 
VOL. II. 






DEUTERONOMY XXVIII. 

JOSHUA, 

JUDGES, 

RUTH, 




CONTENTS : 

I. SAMUEL, 

II. SAMUEL, 

I. KINGS, 

II. KINGS, 


I. CHRONICLES, 

II. CHRONICLES, 
EZRA, 

. NEHEMIAH, and 


• 

ESTHER. 






itontron: 







' I 



PRINTED BY J. F. DOVE, ST. JOHN'S SQUARE; 

FOR RICHARD PRIESTLEY, 143, HIGH HOLBORN. 

MDCCCXXII. 









Digitized by Microsoft ® 



COMMENTARY 



UPON 



THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES, 



CALLED . 



DEUTERONOMY 

(continued). 



. . 



CHAP. XXVIIL 

Ver. 1. J±ND it shall come to pass.] In this chapter he re- 
peats, with many enlargements, the reward and penalties 
which he had promised and threatened in the book of Le- 
viticus, unto the observance or breach of the covenant they 
had made with God: and here in this verse he promises 
in general the blessings which are more particularly enu- 
merated in the following verses. 

If thou wilt hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to observe and do all his commandments, &c] See 
rii. 12. where the same thing is said; only here he adds 
the word diligently, to make them attend with the greater 
seriousness to what he delivered. (See chap. xi. 13. 22.) 

That the Lord thy God will set' thee on high above all 
nations of the earth."] By bestowing on them the following 
blessings. (See vii. 14.) • They, were already endued with 
singular privileges above other nations, (Exod. xix. 5, 6.) 
which by their obedience would be confirmed, continued, 
and augmented, in greater plenty of all things. 
- Ver. 2. And all these blessings shall come upon thee, and 
overtake thee.] Blessings that come unexpectedly, and 
when we are not in pursuit of them, arc most welcome, and 
highly delight us. . And such God here promises to bestow 
on them by his gracious providence, without their laborious 
and anxious seeking after them. By which very thing he 
.set them above all nations : for what tbey followed after 
eagerly, and many times in vain, he undertakes should come 
to thorn and prevent their desires. 

If thou skalt hearken unto. the voice of the Lord thy God.] 
So as to observe and do all his commandments; as it is 
explained in the foregoing verse. 

Ver. 3. Blessed sfialt thou be in the city, and blessed shall 
thou be in the field.] That is, in all their affairs, within doors 
or without. Or whether they lived by employments in the 
city, or by husbandry in tilling the ground. It isnot a na- 
tural interpretation of these words, which one of the He- 
brew doctors gives of them in Bava Metzia, where he cx- 
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pounds, blessed shalt thou be in the city, Thy house shall be 
so nigh unto the synagogue, that thou needest not be trou- 
bled by going a long way to it ; and blessed in the field, Thy 
ground shall lie so near to the city, that thou mayest quickly 
bring the fruit it produces to be sold in the market. But 
if he could have gone on in this manner, it had been some- 
thing tolerable ; but he expounds what follows in a most 
indecent manner. (See Wagenseil upon the Gemara of 
Spta, cap. 3. sect. 9* annot. 5.) 

Ver. 4. Messed shall be the fruit of thy body.] This 
seems. to be a promise of preventing miscarriages, when 
they were with child: for a numerous progeny is promised, 
afterward, (ver. 11.) 

And the fruit of thy ground.] This signifies they should 
have seasonable harvest and vintages. For fruit of the 
ground comprehends not only all sorts of corn, but grapes, 
figs, pomegranates, and such-like fruits which grow on trees., 

And the fruit of thy cattle.] By the word behema is, 
sometimes meant all sorts of brute creatures, in opposition 
-'to men; sometimes tame creatures, in opposition to wild, 
beasts: but here all sorts of domestic creatures (except; 
kine, sheep, and goats), viz. asses and camels. Which Jacob 
brought with him, as well as oxen and sheep, when he 
came from Laban into Canaan. (Gen. xxxii. 5. 7.) 

And the increase of thy kine.] The breed, of these was. 
very profitable, being a considerable part of the riches not- 
only of that, but of other countries ; as appears by what 
Pausanias saith of, them. (See Bochartus, par. i.IIiero- 
zoicon, lib. ii. cap. 40. in the beginning.) 

And the flocks of thy sheep.] Under the name ofsheej)* 
in the Hebrew, are comprehended goats also. All which 
God promises to lucreasc, that is, to make them very 
wealthy. And here it may be observed, that the Israelites 
were generally husbandmen or shepherds, and did not com- 
monly follow any other trades : and therefore no mention is 
made of them here, unless it be .in ver. 6. where he seems 
to speak of all sorts, of business. 

Ver. 5. Blessed shall be thy basket.] The Jerusalem Tar* 
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gum refers to the basket wherein they carried up their first- 
fruits, (xxvi. 2.) But the Vulgar Latin translates it thy 
barns: and so do tho LXX. at avoSTiKat <rou, the place 
where thoy laid up their com and other fruits of the earth. 
Which God promises both to fill, and to preserve from the 
fire, or thieves, or other disasters. 

And thy store.] The LXX. and the Vulgar translate it, 
all that teas remaining; of which they had not present use, 
^but kept till they had occasion for it. So it is a promise 
that they should never want; but still have something 
lying by them in store (as we translate it) above what they 
needed. 

Ver. C. Blessed shalt thou be tvhen thou contest in, and 
blessed shalt thou be tvhen thou goest out J] This tho Jeru- 
salem Targum interprets, of their entering into their schools, 
and going homo again. But it rather signifies, they should 
have good journeys when they had occasion to travel, and 
find all safe when they returned home: or be prosperous 
both in time of peace and in time of war; when they aro 
said, in the Hebrew phrase, to go out against their enemies. 
Or it may signify, in general, good success in all their af- 
fairs; which is expressed by the phrase of coming in and 
going out, (xxxi. 2. 2 Sam. iii. 25.) But I see no ground 
to think that it relates to traffic or manufactures: for they 
were of little use among & people, whose plain way of 
living made few things necessary, but what every man 
could make himself. And therefore we find by Ezekicl, 
who describes (chap.xxvii.) the great variety of merchant 
disc which w r as brought to the mart of Tyre, that the Is- 
raelites carried nothing thither but wheat, and honoy, and 
oil, and balm, (ver. 17.) which arc the commodities the 
earth itself produccth. : 

Ver. 7. The Lord shall cause thine enemies that rise up 
against thee to be smitten before thy face.] God had pro- 
mised before, that, when they went up to serve him at their 
solemn festivals, their enemies should not so much as de- 
sire their land, (Exod. xxxiv. 24.) and now he assures them, 
that, when they did invado their co.untry, they should not 
prevail, but be overthrown by them. 

Tliey shall come out against thee one way, and flee before 
thee seven ways.] He not only promises them victory, but 
a complete victory. For fleeing seven ways (i. e. many 
ways), imports a total overthrow; which made every man 
shift for himself, as soldiers do when they arc entirely 
routed. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord shall command the blessing upon 
thee,] Protect them in their enjoyments by his sovereign 
power and providence; when otherwiso they would havo 
been in danger. 

In thy storehouses.] The LXX. translate it ra/xtta, and 
the Vulgar cellaria ; which signify places wherein other 
goods were laid up within doors, as corn was in barns 
without, (ver. 5.) 

And in all that thou settest thine hand unto.] In all man- 
ner of undertakings and employments. 

And he shall bless thee in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee.] Make them live long therein. 

Ver. 0. The Lord thy God shall establish thee a holy 
people unto himself] Confirm them in that noble relation 
wherein they stood to him. (See vii. 6. xiv; 2.) 

As he hath sworn unto thee.] See vii. 12. 

If thou wilt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God.] 



He had separated them from all peoplo, by peculiar laws 
and privileges: for this purpose, &at they should be go- 
verned by him, and be obedient to him. 

And tvalk in his ways.] Nobody can seo any reason to 
make this a special precept (as the Jews do), that we should 
walk in the ways of the Lord. Which contains all the duty 
owing to him: whether by his ways we understand those 
Divine qualities, of mercy, holiness, goodness, and truth, 
whereby w t o approach to him; or (as the word ways is 
commonly used in Scripture) his Divine precepts, whereby 
he come3 (as-it were) unto us, and declares his mind and 
will towards us, by conformity to which we become like 
him in those Divine qualities: for that is the entire mean- 
ing of walking in his ways; ordering all our actions ac- 
cording to the direction of his holy will, whereby we re- 
semble him. 

Ver. 10. And all the people of the earth.] Who were 
round about them, or should have any knowledge of them. 

Sliall see that thou art called by the name of the Lord.] 
Bo convinced that you arc, after a peculiar manner, the 
Lord's peoplo, (xiv.l. xxvi. 18.) For wheresoever we read 
that a person or thing hath the name of God called upon 
it, or is called by his name, the meaning is, that it is his* 
As tho city called by God f s name, Jer. xxv. 29. is the city 
of God, where he dwelt, viz. Jerusalem. And thus the ark 
is said to have tho namo of God called on it, 1 Chron. 
xii. 6. t. e. was the Lord's ark, or the ark of tho covenant. 
And as here the children of.Israel are said to be the peo- 
ple called by his name, so it is said of the Christian church, 
Acts xv. 17. For the very same phrase (as Mr. Mede ob- ■ 
serves) is used of the like relation that men have unto that 
which is theirs. Thus Jacob saith, Gen. xlviii. 16. that his 
namo should be called on the two sons of Joseph, that is, 
they should be his, as Reuben and Simeon were: which 
shews these axe words of adoption. (See Disc. i. p. 7.) 

And shall be afraid of thee.] Not dare to do thee any 
hurt, or fear to have thee their enemy. 

Ver. 11. The Lord thy God shall make thee plenteotis in 
goods.] Bestow on them abundance of all good things, that 
their hearts could desire. 

In the fruit of thy body.] By giving them a numerous 
and healthy issue ; whereby they should be multiplied like 
the stars of heaven, or the sand on the sea-shore ; accord- 
ing to the promise made to Abraham, Gen. xv. 5. xxii. 17. 

And in the fruit of thy cattle.] Which he promised like- 
wise to increase exceedingly. 

And in the fruit of thy ground.] Which, should afford 
large crops of corn, and great store of all other fruits 
every year. 

In the land which the Lord swareunto thy fathers to give 
thee.] So that they should not need to send unto other coun- 
tries to procure food (as they did in the days of their father 
Jacob), but have enough in their own land to support them 
all, though never so numerous. 

Ver. 12. The Lord shall open his good treasure unto thee, 
the heaven to give thee rain unto thy land.] The heaven, or 
the air, is called the good treasure of God, because there 
he gathers together great heaps of clouds, from whcnce~he 
enriches tho earth with fattening showers of rain : which 
when he withholds, he is said to shut up this treasure, (xi. 
17.) and w r hcn he bestows it, to open it; that his people 
might be sensible of their dependance upon his bounty for 
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that blessing, as well as others, which he dispenses as he 
pleascth. 

In its season] The former and the latter rain, as the 
Scripture calls it. The former fell in autumn, after the seed 
was sown, to make it take root and spring up; the latter 
fell in the spring-time, to bring the seed which was come 
up to maturity. (Seexi.14.) See the learned Dr. Prideanx, 
upon Maimonides's treatise De Donis Pauperum, cap. 1. 
not. 25. 

And to bless all the work of thine hand.] By these sea- 
sonable showers he blessed their ploughing and sowing, 
and produced a plentiful harvest: which seems to be meant 
here by the work of their hand; viz. their husbandry; 
which included all sorts of plantations, as well as tillage, 
(Gen. ix. 20.) 

And thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt 
not borrow] A token of great riches, (see xv. 6.) which 
all nations looked upon as a blessing : as indeed they are 
with piety. And therefore Callimachus, in his hymn to 
Jove, prays him to bestow both virtue and riches upon 
them, (ver. 97.) 

■- ■ . ■ Aldov S* a pcr/jv re kol 3Aj3ov. 

Which puts me in mind of a pertinent observation of Mai- 
monides, in his preface to Pereck Chclek, in which he 
treats of the foundations of the Jewish religion. "This is 
the meaning (saith he) of the promises and thrcatenings 
of the law, that, if they were obedient to his precepts, he 
would furnish them with all good things that should further 
them therein, and remove from them all that hinder them i 
for no man can serve God as he ought when he is sick, or 
oppressed with famine, or vexed with wars ; therefore God 
promises to remove all these things, and to give them 
health and tranquillity, that they might perfect their obedi- 
ence, and be worthy of the life of the world to come. 'For- 
tius is not the end of the law, to make the earth bring forth 
plentifully, and to prolong men's life upon the earth, and 
give them healthful bodies; but that by all those things 
they maybe helped and encouraged to perform obedience 
toit,'"&c. 

Ver. 13. And the Lord shall make thee the head, and not 
the tail] This is a proverbial speech, which is explained 
in the words following: And thou shalt be above only, and 
thou shalt not be beneath. For the head being the first and 
chief part of all animals, and the tail the last and lowest, 
those persons are said to be the head who command over 
others, and those the tail who arc subject And therefore 
this is a promise that they should rule over other nations, 
as their lords (as they did in the days of David and Solo- 
mon); but other nations should not lord it over them. 

If that thou hearken unto the commandments of the Lord 
thy God, which. I command thee this day, to observe and to 
do them.'] This was the condition upon which all their 
happiness depended; as he had told them in the beginning 
of this discourse, ver. 1. 

Ver. 14. And thou shalt not go astray from any of the 
words xvhich I command thee this day, to the right hand or 
to the left] See chap. y. 32. 

To go after other gods to serve them] This was the prin- 
cipal commandment of the law, to serve no other gods but 
the Lord alone. Which, while they observed, he was 
pleased to bless them, and to bear with many other sins 



which they committed. Upon which account, this com- 
mandment is so often repeated, as we find it, in this very 
book, vi. 14. vii.4. 16. viii. 19. ix. 16. 28. xi. 3,4.30, &c. 

Ver. 15. But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken 
unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to observe to do all his 
commandments and statutes, which I command ■ thee this 
day.] Especially that great commandment, Not to go after 
other gods to serve them. » .» - 

Tliat all these curses shall come upon thee, and over* 
take thee] Pursue them so, that they should not possibly 
escape them. The same phrase is used of the blessings, 
ver. 2. 

Ver. 16. Cursed shalt thou be in the city, and cursed shalt 
thou be in the field] As miserable, that is, everywhere, as 
he intended to have made them happy, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 17. Cursed shall be thy basket and thy store] The 
blessing of the barn was to have it full, (ver. 5.) and there- 
fore the curse upon it was to niake it empty. 
. Ver. 18. Cursed shall be the fruit of thy body,, and the 
fruit of thy land, &c] He threatens to consume their chil- 
dren, their corn, and other fruits, with their herds and 
flocks. 

Ver. 19. Cursed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and 
cursed shalt thou be when thou goest out] Have no comfort 
in any undertaking, either at home or abroad, in peace or 
in war. 

Ver. 20. The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, 
and rebuke]It is very hard to know what these three words 
particularly import; the twofirst of thembeing very variously 
translated. The first of them, meera, seems to signify, in 
general, that God would blast them in all they designed 
and went about; for although the LXX. and Vulgar here 
render it famine and want, yet elsewhere the LXX. render 
it as we do, Karapa, cursing: and the next word, mehuma, 
they translate hunger ; but in other places the LXX. ren- 
der it by six or seven words, which import the same with 
our English vexation, viz* Tapaxnv, trouble or disturbance; 
06pv(3ov, tumult; ^vyyvaiv, confusion; "Ekotchhv, horror or 
affrightment, &c. which relate to great disorder, disquiet, 
and perplexity in their mind. And the last word, mighe- ' 
reth, the Vulgar translates as we do, rebuke; but the LXX. 
'AvaXw(r(v, consumption; which are the same in effect. For 
when God rebukes a man for his iniquity, he makes his 
beauty to consume away like a moth, (Psal. xxxix. 11.) 
For God's rebukes consist not in words, but in sore afflic- 
tions, (2 Kings xix. 3. Psal. xviii. 15, &c.) particularly in 
disappointments and ill success in their undertakings, and 
continual fear of worse for the future. 

In all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do] In all 
their affairs (ver. 8.) they should meet with trouble, per- 
plexity, and defeats. 

Until that thou be destroyed] He threatens that this curse, 
trouble, and rebuke from God should pursue them, till they 
had completed their ruin. 

And until thou perish quickly] When God began to pu- 
nish them, after long patience with them, he was quick in 
his executions, and many times brought upon them sudden 
destruction. So he threatens in Zephaniah i. 18. that he 
would make a speedy riddance of all that dwell in the land. 
And though the whole nation was not rooted out speedily, 
. but by degrees, yet they enjoyed it but a short time, in com- 
parison of what God designed, if they had been obedient ; 
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in that time, they were seldom without somo trouble or 
other, till they wero expelled out of their country. 

Because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou 
hast forsaken me.] And followed after other gods, which 
was the great crimo that brought them to desolation. 

Vcr.21.*TAe Lord shall make the pestilence cleave tmto 
/Ace] The pestilence is threatened in Lev. xxvi. 25. whero 
ho saith he will send it among them, and hero adds, that it 
shall cleave unto them, that is, bo incurable. And so the 
author of Schebct Judah confesses, that, after they had 
been wasted and broken in pieces by wars, they that fled 
into Spain, in the tinio of Alphonsus, were swept away in 
great numbers by a plague; and introduces one. applying 
theso very words, as a prophecy of it: which I thought fit 
to note, though this part of the prophecy doth not belong 
to what hath befallen them since the last destruction of Je- 
rusalem (as I shall shew hereafter), but to tho times before 
the first destruction; when he often sent a pestilence to 
destroy them, (2 Sam. xxiv. 15. Jer. xiv. 12. xxi. 6, 7. 9. 
and many other places of that book, Ezck. v. 12. vi. 11,12. 
Amos iv. 10.) But it must be acknowledged, also, that the 
Greeks call such unseasonable weather as destroys the 
fruits of the earth, by the name of Aotfibg, pestilence. So 
Plato, lib. x. deLegibus, saith, that which is called Nornr/ia, 
a disease in bodies, 'Ei> §' wpatg Itwv kol cwavrwv Xoipbv, &c. 
is called pestilence in the seasotis of the year. The murrain 
also in cattle is called by the same name ; which even the 
pagans thought was sent by the anger of their gods, for the 
sins of men ; as we learn from Callimachus, in his hymn to 
Diana, where he saith, (vcr. 125.)that when she was angry, 
pestilence ate up their cattle, and hail destroyed the fruits 
of the earth. • s 

Krt'ivta <(>tv Xotpbc ptTaftpwaKtrat, tpya Sc Trax^t}* 

As, on the contrary, when she was well-pleased, she sent 
fruitful seasons, and all manner of happiness, as it follows 
in that hymn. 

Until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither 
thou goest to possess it.] Made a great destruction, by 
sweeping away many people.; the rest being reserved for 
other judgments, which follow in the next words. 

Vcr. 22. And the Lord shall smite thee with a consmnp-. 
lion, and with a fever, and with an inflammation.] These 
three words signify sore diseases in men's bodies: the two 
first of which, sachepheth and kaddachath, wo translate 
in Lev. xxvi. 1G. as wc do here; only the second of them 
we render the burning ague, which here wc translate fever. 
Unto which is here added dalleketh, which signifies such 
an inflammation vls is accompanied with itching (according 
to the LXX. who translate it 'Ept Ot<rpbv), which is extremely 
grievous, because the scratching of it increases the inflam- 
mation. 

And with an extreme burning, and with the sword.] These 
two seem to relate unto the indisposition of the air, by ex- 
treme heat and drought; as we translate the word chereb 
in the margin of our Bibles; for it signifies both the word 
and dryness; as tho first word cliarchur signifies scorching, 
heat, which frequently causes diseases; for jt being the 
doubling of the word charar, it denotes the extremity or 
highest degree of it, as all such words do ; of which Bo- 
chartus hath given many examples in his Ilierofcoicon, 
par. ii. lib. i. cap. 19. 



And with blasting and with mildew.] These two relate to 
the destruction of their corn, and .he fruits of the earth, 
which follows upon the corruption of the air, as famine fol- 
lows upon the corruption of tho fruits of the earth. The 
first word schiddaphon, tho LXX. and the other Greek in- 
terpreters translate 'Avspo^optav, blasting by biting winds; 
though elsewhere the LXX. translate it by *Efnrvpi<Tpbv and 
TlvpuxTtv, which signify such blighting as comes by heat. And 
the second word jerakon (which comes from jerek, herb or. 
grass, or any green thing) seems properly to bo expressed 
by the LXX. who translate irQxpav; for corn > and & rass ^ 
and herbs, turn pale and wan for want of moisture. 

And they shall pursue thee until thou perish.] These 
plagues upon their bodies, and upon the air, and the corn, 
and herbs, he threatens shall come upon them one year 
'after another, till they were consumed. 

Ver. 23. And thy heaven that is over, thy head shall be 
brass.] That is, as brass, having no more moisture in it 
than brass hath. It is remarkable, that he doth not say 
the heaven, that is, the air or clouds, but thy heaven, that 
is, the clouds which hung over their country should be dry, 
though they dropped upon other lands. (See Jer. xiv.) 

And the earth that is under thee shall be iron.] Hard as 
iron, for want of rain to soften it.- (Sec Lev. xxvi. 19.) 
The observation of Maimonidcs is worth noting upon this 
paTt of the law : " That the Zabii, an ancient sort of idola- 
ters in the eastern* countries, thought the fruitfulncss of the - 
earth depended upon the worship of tho planets, and the 
rest of the heavenly bodies : and therefore their wise men 
and their prophets (as he saith he found in their books, par- 
ticularly in one concerning the husbandry of the Egyptians) 
taught the people to keep festivals in their honour, be- 
cause tho fruitfulncss of the earth, by which men subsist, 
depends upon their will and pleasure. In opposition to 
which God ordered Moses to tell the Israelites in his name, 
that if they worshipped the stars they should have no rain; 
the earth should be barren, the trees yield no fruit;. the 
season prove unhealthful, and their lives be shortened. On 
tho contrary, if they worshipped him, the Lord of heaven 
and earth, and him alone, they should have showers from 
above ; the earth should bring forth abundantly, and they 
should be blessed with healthful seasons, sound bodies, and' 
long life. For it is the very foundation of the law (as his 
phrase is), to root the forenamed false opinion out of men's 
minds." (More Nevoch. par. Hi. cap. 30.) 
• Ver. 24. And the Lord shall make the rain of thy land 
powder and dust.] That is, there shall be such a long 
drought, that, instead ofrain, showers of dust, blown up into 
the air by the wind, shall fall down from heaven upon them. 

From heaven shall it come downupon thee, till thou be de- 
stroyed.] This seems to denote something more than the 
falling of clouds of dust, wherowith the air was filled by" 
high winds; viz. showers of ashes, which have sometimes 
fallen in great quantities, as good historians testify. No- 
thing is more known than the vast- clouds of ashes which- 
Mount iEtna hath often vomited, whereby all the country 
thereabout hath been laid desolate. And the like hath 
been thrown out by Mount Vesuvius,. which hath reached 
as far afc Rome and Constantinople. (SceBonfrerius.) But 
if there was any such thing in Judea, it must be a miracu- 
lous judgment, there being no such mountains in those parts* 
of the world to make such evomitions. 
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Ver. 25. And the Lord shall cause thee to be smitten he- 
fore thine enemies.] He saith the same in effect, Lev. xxvi. 
17. For to smite in Scripture (as I have before observed) 
signifies to slay or kill. 

Thou shalt go out one way against them, and flee seven 
waijs before them.] Though they marched out in a great 
body against their enemies, he threatens that they should 
soon be dispersed ; the hand of the Lord, as well as of their 
enemies, being against them. For that expression is re- 
markable, the Lord shall cause thee to be smitten, (see 
ver. 7.) 

And shalt be removed into all the kingdoms of the earth.] 
This is something more than is threatened, Lev. xxvi. 33. 
signifying, not only their dispersion into the remotest parts 
of the world, but their being tossed up and down like va- 
gabonds, from one country to another, without any certain 
settlement; which hath been notoriously verified since their 
last dispersion by the Romans, of which they themselves 
have given us large accounts in several books, viz. Jucha- 
sin, Schalscheleth Hakkabala, Schebet Judah, and Ze- 
much David, wherein they have abundantly confirmed what 
Tertullian saith of them in his time, " Dispcrsi, palabundi, 
et coeli, et soli sui extorres vagantur per orbem;" That be- 
ing scattered, straggling up and down uncertainly, banished 
from their own country, they wander about the world, with- 
out any king, &c. But this belongs to the time of the first 
captivity, when Nehcmiah (chap. i. 8.) confesses these 
words were fulfilled. (See Jerem. ix. 16. Ezek. vi. 8. "xii. 
14, 15.) 

Ver. 2G. And thy carcass shall be meat unto all the fowls 
of the air, and unto the beasts of the earth.] Nothing was 
accounted a greater calamity among the Jews, than to 
have their dead bodies lie exposed, to be buried only in the 
bowels of birds and beasts; and therefore Jeremiah threat- 
ens this as the utmost punishment of the king of Judah, 
xxii. 19. xxxvi. 30. and the Psalmist bewails it as one of 
the sorest judgments that was befallen them, Psal. lxxix. 
2,3. 

And no man shall fray them away.] That is, no man took 
so much compassion upon them as to chase them away, 
and to inter the remainders, which the birds and beasts 
had not devoured. 

Ver. 27. And the Lord shall smite thee.] Why the Jeru- 
salem Targum should here, in a particular manner, say, the 
Word of the Lord shall smite thee, I cannot imagine; unless 
it was to suggest, that he, being their conductor out of 
Egypt, was the person more especially concerned to punish 
them for their shameful ingratitude to their Deliverer. (See 
ver. G8.) 

With the botch of Egypt.] Some take this to signify the 
leprosy, unto which they in that country were, subject. 
Others, that bile breaking out with Mains, wherewith God 
smote the Egyptians, (Exod.ix.9, &c.) For that is called 
schechin, as this is. ' . 

And ivith the emerods.] The Hebrew word apholim, is no 
where to be met with but here and 1 Sam. v. 6. 9. 11. and 
in the rest of that history ; which most interpreters (and 
not without reason) think signifies those painful tumours 
in the fundament, which sometimes turn into ulcers. (See 
Bochartus in his Hicrozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 36.) 

And ivith the scab.] The LXX. here translate the He- 
brew garab, (as they do also Lev. xxi. 20.) $u>pa aypia, a 
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fierce or malignant scab. And the Vulgar adds the word 
jitgis, to signify that this was no small punishment. ■ 

Arid the itch.] The Hebrew word cheres signifies, as is ge- 
nerally thought, a dry itch; which is the most troublesome 
of all other. 

Whereof thou canst not be healed.] This may refer both 
to the scab and to the itch beforeraentioncd \ which pro- 
ceeded from such a corruption of the blood, that they were 
as incurable as the leprosy. 

Ver .*28. And the Lord shall smite thee with madness, and 
blindness, and astonishment of heart.] All these three relate 
to the mind: the first of them importing such a distraction 
in their thoughts, that they should not know what course 
to take, when they consulted for their safety: the second, 
such a stupidity, that they should not discern the true way, 
but always take the wrong: the third, that amazement and 
horror which followed thereupon, when they saw them- 
selves ruined by their own foolish counsels and mad con- 
trivances. A famous instance of which was in the time of 
Trajan, when they committed such outrageous massacres, 
both upon the Greeks and Romans (as Dion, a very sober 
author, relates), in Cyrene and Cyprus (where great num- 
bers of Jews dwelt, after they were driven out of their own 
country), that the Lord, no doubt, (to use the word of Dr. 
Jackson on the Creed, book i. chap. 27.) had smote them 
with the madness and blindness of heart here threatened, that 
they might hereby provoke that puissant emperor's indig- 
nation, which otherwise would have slept, but now pur- 
sued them throughout his dominions, not only as enemies, 
or rebels, but as noxious creatures to human society, with a 
revenge suitable to their former outrages. And, indeed, 
this prediction was verified in their blind credulity, which 
made them follow every one that pretended to be their Mes- 
siah ; which always brought great calamities upon them,"as 
R. Gedaliah himself confesses in Schalscheleth Hakkabala;' 
where he mentions no small number of these deceivers, and 
shews how many Jews perished who followed them. Yet 
they are but a few, in comparison of a long catalogue, that 
might be made of those pretended Messiahs. (See the 
learned Wagenseil's confutation of R. Lipman's Carmen 
Mcmoriale, p. 233, &c.) Unto which I shall add only one 
observation more out of Solomon ben Virgse, who saith, in 
some places of Germany, they were possessed with such a 
rabies, that they cut one another's throats, to avoid the op- 
pression of their enemies; and burnt themselves and their 
neighbours in their houses, setting whole cities on fire, and 
perishing in the flames. Such was their extreme rage and 
furious revenge, and those Christians who pressed them to 
change their religion. Many stories of the like nature that 
author tells in his book entitled Schebet Judah; where he 
hath sixty-four relations of the calamities which befel them 
in that and in other countries. But these words, I doubt 
not, were fulfilled before in the first desolation of Jerusa- 
lem, to which they belong. For though we have not such 
particular relations as those now mentioned to illustrate 
them, yet the prophets speak of their being mad, by drink- 
ing of the cup of the Lord's fury, (Jer. xxv. 1(5. 18.) and 
blind, (Zephan. i. 17. Lament, iv. 14.) and astonished, 
(Jer. iv. 9. Ezek. iv. 17.) 

Ver. 29. And thou shalt grope at noon-day, as the blind 
gropeth in darkness.] This shews the blindness spoken of 
in the foregoing verse relates to their mind ; which was so 

C 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXVIII, 



darkened, that in the plainest and clearest things they 
mistook the way and means of their preservation, (Zc- 
phan. i. 17.) 

And thou shall not prosper in thy ways.] But, quite con- 
trary, whatsoever course they took, it turned to their un- 
doing. 

And thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore.] 
One oppression followed upon another (as tho same Dr. 
Jackson observes), and such rapines were committed in 
several places upon than as only made way for new ones, 
eveu when the supreme powers endeavoured to hinder them. 

And no man shall save thee.] This was so remarkably 
fulfilled in these parts of the world, that the magistrates, 
who had a mind in many places to prcscrvo them from such 
outrages, as none but Jews can justify, durst not venture 
to appear for their rescue. And those that did take them 
into their protection, were the instruments of their further 
wrongs, by grievous exactions for the maintenance of the 
war undertaken in their defence. So strangely (as that ex- 
cellent person forcnamed speaks, cap. 29.) did the wisdom 
of God bring that to pass, which his servant Moses had 
foretold in this verso, no man shall save thee : for even suc- 
cour itself turned into their sorrow; and it is hard to say, 
whether men's purposes for their good, or for their evil, 
brought greater plagues upon them. Thus it was before 
their first captivity; Pharaoh king of Egypt came to help 
them, but was not able, (Jer. xxxvii. 7. xlvi. 17,) 

Ver. 30. Thou shalt betroth a wife, and another man 
shall lie with her.] Take her away from thee before thou 
canst consummate the marriage. This was a sore afflic- 
tion, for all nations accounted it a singular blessing to 
complete a marriage ; and, on the contrary, a enrse to be 
defeated of such delightful hopes. "Whence Callimachus, 
in his hymn to Apollo, promising many blessings to the 
youths who sung and danced before his altar, mentions 
this in the first place, (ver. 14.) 
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tliat he would be with them, and prosper them, iftJiey were 
to be married. 

Thou shalt build a house, and thou shalt not dwell there- 
in,] But another take possession of it, (Zephan. i. 13.) • 

Thou shalt plant a vineyard, and shall not gather the 
grapes thereof.] So we rightly translate the Hebrew word, 
which (as the margin notes) is, thou shalt not profane or 
make common the grapes thereof; which was not to be done 
till the fifth year after the plantation. Before which time 
God threatens another should enter into it, and enjoy the 
fruits thereof. 

Ver. 31 ; Tliine ox shall be slain before thine eyes, and thoa 
shalt not eat thereof: thine ass shall be violently taken away 
from before thy face, and shall not be restored to thee, &c] 
All these are but particular instances of their grievous op- 
pressions in all countries, where their goods have been con- 
fiscated, the bills of debts owing to them all cancelled. Of 
which the same pious and learned person, Dr. Jackson, 
gives several instances in the forcnamed chapter. 

Ver. 32. Thy sons and thy daughters shall be given unto 
another people.] This was literally fulfilled when the Jews 
were banished out of Portugal, in the time of king Ema- 
nuel ; who ordered their children under nineteen years of 
age to be taken from them, and brought up in the Christian 



religion. When infants also were torn from their mothers' 
breasts, with far more grief and sorrow than they had at 
their coming out of their womb ; und many hundred years 
before that, when the Goths were lords of Spain, and suf- 
fered no parents to have any commerce with their children 
after the seventh year of their age, but by public decree 
they were committed to Christians to be educated by them, 
who mfirricd them to their own sons and daughters. (Sea 
the same Dr. Jackson, chap. 28. parag.1,2.) 

And thine eyes shall look, and failwith longing for them 
all tlte day long.] Their women filling the heavens with 
more hideous shrieks than the Egyptians did, when all their 
first-born were slain in the night. For these were bereft at 
once of all their dear children in the open sun, in vain beg- 
ging to have them restored to them. And to increase their 
calamity, (as that excellent person observes, chap. 29. 
parag. 15.) many Moors professing Mahometism were 
transported out of Portugal at the same time, without such 
violence offered to them. What was the reason? (saith 
he) God would have a manifest distinction made between 
the Jews and. other people, that this prophecy might be 
fulfilled. 

And there shall be no might in thy hand.] Either to pro- 
tect or to rescue them from violence. Where T cannot but 
take notice, with the same doctor, that the Moors then had 
some power in their hand, which moved the Portugals, 
perhaps, to abstain from such usage of them, lest the report 
of it coming to the African Mahometans, they might at- 
tempt to avenge their wrongs. But these wretched Jews 
had no power any where, none to avenge their injuries, 
which God had ordained they should suffer at all times, 
and in all places wheresoever they came, without redress. 

Ver. 33. The fruit of thy land, and all thy labours, shall 
anation which thou knowest not eat up.] This was remark- 
ably fulfilled, when Salnmneser came and dispossessed the 
ten tribes; and when Nebuchadnezzar carried the other .two 
tribes away, and placed other people in their room. 

TheVe were many strange people also among the- Ro-' 
mans, who devoured their labours, before their last de- 
struction by Titus. And ever since they have been subject 
to depredations of various sorts ; having scraped up riches, 
with great care, which have often fallen into the hands of 
strangers. Particularly in the time of the famous crusa- 
does, when divers nations marched in great numbers to re- 
cover the holy land from infidels, their business was in their 
way to rob and spoil the Jews, and to make great slaughter 
of them, as both Jewish and Christian writers witness; par- 
ticularly the author of Schalschelcth Hakkabala, and our 
Matthew Paris. 

And thou shalt be only oppressed and crushed alway.] 
That they should not only sometimes, or in some ages, or 
in some one or few kingdoms, but always, in every king- 
dom whither they removed, (as he speaks, ver. 25.) suffer 
such violence and wrong, as no other people hath done, 
mustneeds be thought to proceed rather from Divine justice 
than men's inclination to injustice. Which could not but 
have varied with the diversity of times and places, and the 
several dispositions of parties, among whom they have 
been dispersed. And yet the brief enumeration of their 
particular spoils and hard usage, which Dr. Jackson makes 
in the forcnamed chapter (whose words these are, in the 
beginning of it), throughout the most civil and best ga- 
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verned states of Europe, will abundantly confirm the truth 
of Moses's words in this place, Thou shall never but suffer 
wrong and violence alway, as our/old translation hath it. 
The same is lately observed by an eminently learned per- 
son (J. Wagenseil), in his confutation of R. Lipman's 
Cafm. Memoriale, p. 241. where he takes notice, that the 
Jews no sooner have grown rich, and by degrees become 
considerable in any country, but some great calamity hath 
befallen them. This the attentive consideration of their 
history will justify, particularly as he observes in France, 
Spain, and England; God not Suffering them to be quite 
destroyed, like the Araalekites, Jebusites, and Philistines, 
of whom no footsteps remain, but be scattered arid tossed 
about through all Christian countries (for a testimony to 
the truth of our religion), and there only oppressed, crushed, 
arid squeezed, as M6ses here foretold. One instance of 
which sore oppression I cannot forbear to add out of Sehe- 
betJudah, where R. Solomon Virgae confesses what great 
miseries they have been exposed unto, by persons pre- 
tending to be their Messiah, who have drawn the hatred of 
all nations upon them; particularly in Persia, he saith, 
they were most lamentably handled upon this score, being 
not only stripped of all, but forced to go about like dogs, 
with a great clog of wood bound to their necks, which ex- 
posed them to the scorn and laughter of all men : for while 
some threw it behind their backs, others would come and 
throw it dowTi before their feet; some dragging them back- 
wards, and others cruelly beating them with it. This one 
told hira who saw it, 

Ver. 34. So that thou shalt be mad, for the sight of thine 
eyes ivhich thou shalt see.] So they were, (as the fore- 
named doctor observes, chap. 29. par. 6. 15.) when their 
children were taken from them in Portugal. For some, 
being not able to rescue or dispatch them, killed them- 
selves; others, who had better opportunity, drowned their 
children in wells or ditches. And here in England, one of 
their learned rabbins persuaded four hundred of his com- 
pany, besieged with him in a strong tower by the furious 
multitude, to cut their own throats, rather than fall into 
their enemies' hands; himself confirming his doctrine, by 
cutting his wife's throat first, then his children's, and lastly 
killing himself. Arid thus, in the time of the forementioned 
crusadoes, the soldiers made such dreadful havoc of the 
Jews as thfey went along to the holy land, that many of 
them made themselves away out of despair; as their own 
authors, R. Gedaliah and David Ganz, tell us, ad an. 1096. 

Ver. 35. And the Lord shall smite thee in the knees, and 
in the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be healed, &c] 
This is the same word in the Hebrew [schechin] which is 
used ver. 27. called the botch of Egypt, and here an evil 
botch, that is, a very grievous breaking out; which began 
in those lower parts, and so spread (being incurable, and 
by no means to be stopped) from the sole of the feet, unto 
the crown of the head. >• 

Ver. 3G. And the Lord shall bring thee, and the king 
which thou shalt set over thee, unto a nation ivhich neither 
thou nor thy fathers have known.] This may seem to have 
been fulfilled literally, only when Jehoiachim was carried 
away captive to Babylon, (2 Kings xxiv. 15.) and after- 
ward Zedekiah, (xxv. 7. Jcr. xxxix. 7. lii. 11.) For when 
they returned, they had no more any kings. But the lat- 
ter part of these words [a nation which neither thou nor 



thy fathers have known] may incline us to extend this 
threatening, as. far as . to their last dispersion by the 
, Romans. Since which they have been driven into several 
countries, far less known to them than Babylon was, (with 
which they had correspondence before their captivity thi- 
ther, 2 Kings xx. 12, &c.) and. though they have had no 
king, yet they have set over themselves rulers and govern- 
ors, who may be comprehended under, that name; 

And there thou shalt serve other gods, wood and stone.] 
Either sottishly following the example' of the country to 
which they were carried, (Jer. xliv. 17, 18.) or being com- 
pelled thereunto by their cruel tyranny, (Dan. iii. 6.) The 
author of Schebet Judah observes, that this was the just 
punishment of their folly in running after idols, that they 
were sent into other countries to worship those gods which 
they were so fond of in their own. And he refers it par- 
ticularly to the time of the captivity of Babylon ; in which 
they continued seventy years, according to the number of 
years wherein those planets, whom they had worshipped, 
finished their course : for Saturn, as he computes, finishes 
his in one-and-twenty, Jupiter in as many ; and so he pro- 
ceeds with the rest, which make up that number. But this 
is too curious an observation, and the Jews have little 
skill in astronorny ; therefore I pass it by, and only ob- 
serve, that Manasseh ben Israel also understands .this of 
the Babylonian captivity; for all the punishments men- 
tioned from ver. 15. to ver. 49. were, fulfilled under the 
first temple, and after the ruin of it, till the building of the 
second ; which, though it be not exactly true (some of 
these predictions having been more completely fulfilled, 
as I have shewn, in aftertimes), yet is it reasonable to 
think, that this threatening particularly belongs to what 
they suffered in Babylon ; the very same calamity being 
again threatened in the sixty-fourth verse, where I shall 
shew it belongs to their present condition, 

Ver. 37. And thou shalt become an astonishment.] Their 
neighbours, he means, who saw or heard of the greatness 
and strangeness of their various plagues, should be dis- 
mayed at the sight, or report of them; wondering that a 
people, who had been .so, flourishing, should be made so 
exceeding desolate. (See 1 Kings ix. 8. Jer. xviii. 16. 
xix.8.) 

A proverb, and a by-word, among all nations whither the 
Lord shall lead thee.] So that when men would express one 
extremely vile, they should say he was a Jew. The same 
is threatened by God .when he appeared to Solomon,.,! 
Kings ix. 7. and by Jeremiah, xxiv. 9. which, it is likely, 
was fulfilled at their first captivity into Babylon; (see 
Lament, ii. 15, 16.) but hath been notoriously fulfilled in 
their last captivity (as they call it), since the destruction of 
Jerusalem and their temple by the Romans: for here in 
England (from whence they have been banished above 
three hundred years) their name serves as a perfect mea- 
sure (to use the words of Dr. Jackson, book i. on the 
Creed, chap. 30.) to express the height of impiety in any 
agent, or the depth of an abject, worthless, forlorn condi- 
tion in any patient. Better we cannot express the most 
cut-throat dealing than thus, You use me like a Jew; or, 
none but a Jew would have done this. And when in com- 
mon speech we exaggerate wrongs done to the most odious 
or despised people among us, we say, I would not have 
done so to a Jew. 
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Vcr. 98. Tliou shatt carry much seed out into the field, 
a7id shatt gather but little in.] This was fulfilled before they 
were carried captive to Babylon, when God frequently sent 
sore famine upon them, as wo read in tho prophet Isaiah, 
lii. 10. and Jeremiah, xiv. 1—3, &c. and is often threatened 
by Ezckicl among other terrible judgments, and by Jere- 
miah himself, xxix. 17, 18. 

For the locust shall consume it.] They were a great 
plague in those countries, falling sometimes in such vast 
numbers (from whence they had the name of arbe), that 
they covered the whole face of tho earth, and devoured 
every green thing: for so another of their names imports, 
which is chasil, coming from chasal, which signifies to con- 
sume and cat up; which they did so entirely, that they were 
looked upon by all people as a plague sent by God, and 
are therefore called by Joel his army, ii. 25. So not only 
the Hebrews, but the Arabians esteemed them; who say, 
that some of them on a time fell before their prophet, as he 
sat at meat, with this inscription on their backs; " I am 
God, and there js none other besides me, the Lord of locusts, 
who nourish them; and when I please, send them forth, 
that they may be food for tho people; and, when I please, 
that they may be their plague, by eating up their food." 
(See Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iv. cap. C.) 

Vcr. 39. Tliou shalt plant vineyards, and dress them.] 
Take a great deal of care and pains about them, after they 
are planted, to make them fruitful. 

But shalt neither drink of the wine, nor eat (lie grapes.] 
Not enjoy the least benefit by their cost and labour. 

For tvorms shall eat them.] The Hebrew word tholaath 
is a general name for all worms whatsoever: but there is a 
peculiar sort that infest vines, which the Greeks call iirtg 
and Jkjc, as Bochartus observes, in his Hicrozoicon, par. 
ii. lib. iv. cap. 27. where he takes notice that the Latins 
call this worm volvox, and convolvulus; because it wraps 
and rolls itself up in the buds, and eats the grapes up when 
they grow towards ripeness, as the Roman authors ex- 
plain it. 

» Ver. 40. Thou shalt have olive-trees throughout all thy 
coasts, but thou shalt not anoint thyself with the oil.] Though 
tho country abounded with these trees in all parts of it, they 
produced nothing but leaves, and a show of fruit, which 
came to no perfection. 

For thy olive shall cast her fruit.'] Being blasted, as the 
Jerusalem Targum explains it, in the very blossom; or the 
buds dropping oft" for want of rain; or the fruit being eaten 
with worms. Maimonides observes, that the idolaters in 
those countries pretended, by certain magical arts, to pre- 
serve all manner of fruit, so that the worms should not gnaw 
the vines, nor either buds or fruit fall from the trees (as he 
reports their words out of one of their own books, which he 
names); therefore, to deter the Israelites from all idolatrous 
practices, Moses here pronounces, that they should draw 
upon themselves those very punishments whicli they stu- 
died by such means to avoid, (More Nevochim, par. iii. 
cap. 37.) 

Vcr. 41. Thou shalt beget sons and daughters, but thou 
shalt not enjoy them; for they shall go into captivity.] 
Which is threatened in many places of the prophets, and 
fulfilled in several invasions of their neighbours; for the 
Syrians, no doubt, carried captive more than one little 
maid, who waited on Xaaman's wife, (2 Kings v. 2.) And 



in other inroads upon them, till the captivity of the whole 
lrfnd. This we may be confident was a frequent calamity, 
(2 Kings xiv. 2G. xv. 37, Sec.) But it was never more re- 
markably fulfilled, than sinco they crucified our Saviour; 
their children having been taken from them, (as I have ob- 
served before, ver. 32. 34.) and transported sometimes into 
other places. And who knows whether many of their 
stock, detained by king Emanuel of Portugal, beforcmen- 
tioncd, have not been transported into America? and 
whether many of the Spanish colonies have not a mixture 
of the Jewish progeny in them? as Dr. Jackson observes. 
Manasseh ben Israel, I am sure, endeavours to prove (in 
his book called Spes Israelis), that some of the ten tribes 
are in America; though how they came there, he can givo 
no account. 

Ver. 42. All the trees, and the fruit of thy land, shall the 
locust consttme.] So Onkclos and the Hebrew writers gene- 
rally translate the word tzelatzal; which signifies a pecu- 
liar sort of locusts which falls upon trees, as others upon 
the fields. And it seems to have this name, because these 
locusts come in such thick clouds, that they darken the 
sun; the Hebrew word tzalal signifying to overshadow. 
Tho Jerusalem Targum translates it, all your trees, and 
the fruits of your land, shall spoilers possess. 

I suppose these several judgments fell in the order 
wherein they are here mentioned in ver. 38 — 42. there 
being first a great dearth, of which we read 2 Kings 
viii. 1, &c. and Joel i. 10 — 12, &c. then many invasions of 
their country, wherein several were carried captive by the 
bands of Moab upon the Israelites, (2 Kings xiii. 20.) and 
of the Chaldeans, Syrians, and Ammonites, who came 
upon Judah, (xxiv. 2.) And we read expressly, that be- 
fore this, in the days of Ahaz, a great multitude were car- 
ried captive by the Syrians, (2 Chron. xxviii. 5.) After 
which more spoilers came upon them in the days of Jere- 
miah, xii. 12. and a new famine, xiv. 1, &c. in which this 
forty-first verse nlay be thought to be fulfilled. 

Vcr. 43. Tlie stranger that is within thee shall get up above 
thee very high, and thou shalt come down very low.] There 
is no sorer punishment to a proud people, than to see 
those who are not only their inferiors, but much beholden 
to them (as all strangers w f ere to the Jews, among whom 
they lived merely by permission), get up above them, and 
become their superiors. But so it was, that the Jews, by 
their foolish endeavours to advance themselves, raised a 
mere stranger to the highest dignity, who humbled them 
into the lowest condition. For this (as that excellent per- 
son I have often mentioned observes) may be applied to 
Vespasian, who was appointed to command in the w r ars ' 
against the Jews, and, being a person of mean birth and 
obscure family, bad no thoughts of aspiring to the imperial 
seat ; but by the unseasonable desire of the Jews to exalt 
themselves above all nations, they hoisted him up to the 
most sublime pitch of greatness, .who was ordained by 
God to pluck them down from their seat, and bring them 
beneath all people. (See Dr. Jackson, book i. on the 
Creed, chap. 23. par. 3, 4, &c.) For he quite extinguished 
their glory, which was their temple at Jerusalem ; and 
likewise shut up and profaned the temple which the Egyp- 
tian Jews had built in the country of Hcliopolis, after 
it had stood above three hundred years : but if any one 
think good thus to apply the words of this verse unto 
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Vespasian, they must not take this for the literal meaning of 
them ; because it is evident, that by the stranger is to be 
understood. those of other nations who lived among them; 
particularly, those gentiles who were brought into the 
country by the Assyrians, instead of the ten tribes, as some 
of the best of the Jewish writers expound it. What the 
doctor also saith, concerning their advancing Vespasian 
to the imperial dignity, cannot be maintained. 

Ver. 44. He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend 
to Mm; he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail} 
Thus the covenant of God, to exalt this people and hum- 
ble their foes, was quite inverted, as he also observes, 
(see ver. 12, 13.JT all the plagues threatened to those who 
bare ill-will to Sion, lighting on them and their friends ; 
and all the blessings promised to such as prayed for her 
peace, being heaped on those that wrought her ruin. 

Ver. 45. Moreover, all these curses shall come upon thee, 
and shall pursue thee, and overtake tltee, till thou be de- 
stroyed.] These punishments, he means, should not cease, 
but follow one upon another till they had brought them to 
utter ruin. Which is so evidently fulfilled, that, would but 
the atheists consider it, and lay it to heart, it would wring 
from them a confession of the truth of what these Divine 
oracles have uttered, that this was a people who had been 
appointed to destruction. For, though there be a great 
many of them remaining, in several parts of the world, yet 
they have never been suffered to grow into a nation, but in 
that sense are utterly destroyed, as Moses here prophesied. 

Because thou hearkenedst not unto tlie voice of the Lord 
thy God, to keep his commandments and his statutes which 
I commanded thee this day.'] It hath manifestly appeared 
the hand of God is very heavy upon them for their disobe- 
dience to him, there being no other reason why they, who 
were once so favoured by him, should be so long as they 
have been more miserable than any other people. 

Ver. 4G. And they shall be upon thee.] That is, the curses 
beforementioned should remain fixed upon them, and con- 
tinue unremoved from age to age. 

For a sign, and for a wonder.] That all men may take 
notice of them, and look upon them as extraordinary 
tokens of God's high displeasure, and take warning thereby 
to beware of their infidelity and disobedience: for, as that 
great man often saith, No sign can be given equivalent to the 
desolation of the Jewish nation, and their continuing still 
banished from their own land, and miserably treated in all 
other countries. 

And upon thy seed for ever.] All the world may clearly 
see (to use his words again) that the God of their fathers 
hath cast them off, they having no signs or badges of his 
ancient wonted favours, whilst innumerable marks and scars 
of his fearful indignation against their fathers remain un- 
healed in their children, after more generations than their 
ancestors had of prosperity in the promised land. 

Ver. 47. Because thou servedst not the Lord thy God with 
joyfnlness, and gladness of heart, for the abundance of all 
things.] Or, in the abundance of all things; for this is op- 
posed to the hunger and thirst in which (he saith in the next 
verse) they should serve their enemies, as a punishment for 
their wanton abuse of God's mercies. Which being so ex- 
ceeding great, justly required not only their obedience, but 
cheerfulness and delight therein. 

Ver. 48. Therefore shall thou serve thine enemies, which 



he shall send against thee.] He doth not call the Lord their 
God, as he did before, now they were abandoned by him 
for their sins. 

In hunger, and thirst, and nakedness, and in want of all 
things.] This shews what he meant before by abundance of 
all things, plentiful provision of food and raiment, and all 
other things 'belonging to the comfort of life. 

And he shall put a yoke of iron upon thy .neck.] The loss 
of liberty was as great a misery as any other, which ended 
also in hard servitude. And it was but just that they should 
be slaves in the land of their enemies to cruel masters, who 
would not, in their own country, serve : so gracious and 
loving a father as the Lord their God. - . 

A yoke of iron] Signifies an unsupportable yoke, which 
could not be broken. (See Jer. xxviii. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 49. And the Lord shall bring a nation against thee 
from far.] This evidently belongs to the Romans, as Ma- 
nasseh ben Israel acknowledges;, who thinks, that at this 
verse begins his prophecy of their calamities under the se- 
cond temple, as in the foregoing he describes their calami- 
ties under the first. And in this, I think, he saith right, 
that there is scarce any thing mentioned in the following 
partof this chapter, but what relates to what they suffered 
under the second temple (as he speaks) and since its de- 
struction ; though I cannot say, as he doth, of the forego- 
ing part of it, that it was fulfilled in the calamities which 
befel them under the first temple ; for many things were 
never so completely fulfilled, as since they crucified our 
Saviour. 

From the end of the earth.] This shews he speaks of the 
Romans, rather than of the Chaldeans, who did not come 
from far, much less/ro»i the end of the earth ; but out of 
the north country, which was not very far distant from 
Judea: whereas the Romans, by whom they were last de- 
stroyed, came literally from far, and from the* end of the 
earth; particularly Julius Severus was called by the em- 
peror Adrian to their destruction out of this island of 
Britain; wherein Vespasian also had given great proof of 
his conduct. And Adrian himself, and Trajan, by whom 
they were still more crushed, after Vespasian had destroyed 
their city and temple, were both Spaniards by birth. And, 
therefore, Manassch ben Israel says peremptorily, in his 
book, de Termino Vitse, (lib. iii. sect. 3.) this is to be un- 
derstood of the soldiers in Vespasian's army, which he 
brought out of England, France, and Spain, and other re- 
mote parts of the world. 

As swift as the eagles.] Which every one knows the 
Romans carried in their ensigns. And these birds are ob- 
served to fly upon their prey with great force and violence ; 
to whom, therefore, fierce soldiers (such as the Romans 
were) are compared, when they set upon their enemies. So 
Homer describes Achilles falling upon the Trojans, ' 



AUtov otfxaT i%o)V * 

In Iliad <X>, where olfxara signifies opfiiifxara, furious assaults, 
as the scholiast interprets it. And so he speaks concern- 
ing Hector, Iliad X. As David also speaks of Saul and 
Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. 23. and the Chaldeans are so de- 
scribed, coming against Jerusalem, Jer. iv. 13. xlviii. 40. 
xlix. 22. Lament, i. 10. Ezek. xvii. 3. and see Dan. vii. 4. 
and Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. !). 
par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 2. 
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A nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand.'] The 
Roman tonguo was more strange to them than the Chal- 
dean, especially the language of many nations, of which 
the Roman army was composed ; and being a people whom 
their ancestors, perhaps, never heard of. Dr. Jackson 
justly looks upon the destruction and general desolation 
of their country, made by the Romans and their tributaries 
in theso western parts of the world, as an everlasting mo- 
nument of the truth of Moses's prophecy, in this and in the 
following verses. 

Ver. 50. A nation.] This word nation being used thrice 
in this and the foregoing verse, Manasseh ben Israel (in the 
place forenamed) is so critical, as to observe, that this re- 
petition shews Jerusalem was to suffer thrice by the Roman 
power: first, in the time ofPompey ; and, secondly, when 
Sosiuscame to tho assistance of Herod against Antigonus; 
and, thirdly, when it was besieged and overturned by Ves- 
pasian and his son Titus. 

Of a fierce countenance.] So wo translate this phrase, 
Dan. viii. 23. which, in the Hebrew, is a strong or hard 
face. Accordingly we translate it impudent (or, in our 
language, brazen-faced), Prov. vii. 13. and hard, Prov. xxi. 
29. and bold of face, Ecclcs. viii. 1. All which set forth a 
people stern, fierce, undaunted, cruel, and hard-hearted; 
that had neither mercy nor modesty, but inflexibly pur- 
sued their designs ; which is the true character of the old 
Romans. 

Winch shall not regard the person of the old y nor shew 
favour to the young.] Theso are woat to be pitied, being un- 
able to hurt others ; but in their wars with the Jews, the 
Romans spared nobody, their rage and fury extinguishing 
all reverence to grey hairs, and all tenderness to young 
babes. 

Ver. 51. And he shall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the 
fruit of thy land, until thou be destroyed.] For they brought 
such vast armies, as devoured all the provisions in the 
country. 

Jfliich also shall not leave thee corn, wine, or oil, or the in- 
crease of thy kine, or flocks of thy sheep, until he have de- 
stroyed thee.] He repeats it again, in more particular words, 
to set forth the desolation to be so great, that nothing 
should remain for their support. 

Ver. 52. And he shall besiege thee in all thy gates.] The 
country being wasted, the Jews fled into their fenced cities, 
where they had laid up some provisions, to enable thctn 
to hold out a siege. 

Until thy high and fenced walls come down,wherein thou 
trustest, throughout thy land.] This was literally fulfilled 
by the Romans, to whom the best fortified places were 
forced to yield, as may be seen in Josephus's History of the 
• Jewish War, which is the best commentary on this part of the 
prophecy. Tho walls of Jerusalem particularly were razed 
by Pompey; and Sosius took it again by force in the time 
of Augustus. But Tacitus tells, that the Jews took such 
advaatage of the covetousness of Claudius, that they pur- 
chased of him the liberty to fortify their city again ; which 
they did so well, that they trusted, as Moses here speaks, 
to its strength; which was so great, that Titus could not 
take itbut by along siege, which concluded in its utter ruin. 
He shall besiege thee in all thy gates, throughout all the 
land which the Lord thy God hath given thee.] He repeats 
it again, that they might not think to find security in any 



place whatsoever, though never so strongly fortified, and 
well provided with all things necossaryforits defence. 

Ver. 53. And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, 
the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the Lord 
thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, 
whercivith thine enemies shall distress thee.] This was ful- 
filled to a tittle by Vespasian and his son Titus ; who, after 
they had vanquished them in the field, begirt them so close 
in Jerusalem, that they could not stir out, and rather than 
surrender, perished by a lamentable famine. For there 
were vast multitudes of people shut up in the city, which 
run thither from all parts for safety ; who brought the fa- 
mine sooner upon them, and made it more severe when it 
came. If we may believe R. David Ganz, it was furthered 
also by a fire, which the seditious people kindled, whereby 
fourteen hundred magazines were consumed, stored with 
provisions to serve two hundred thousand people for twenty 
years. For this he quotes Josephus ; though no such thing 
is to be found in him. 

Ver. 54. So that the man that is tender and very delicate 
among yon.] The two Hebrew words for tender and deli- 
cate signify a man that had lived in pleasure, and fared 
daintily, like the rich man in the gospel. 

His eye shall be evil towards his brother, and towards the 
wife of his bosom, &c] Grudge every bit which he sees his 
nearest relations eat, being ready to snatch it out of the 
mouth of his dear consort and children, and put it into his 
own : for this is the effect of a ravenous hunger. 

And towards the remnant of his children which he shall 
have.] This imports that they should see many of them die 
in the siege : for famine forced them to feed on bad food, 
and that bred pestilential diseases, which swept away 
many ; and increased still more by the carcasses of those 
that were famished. If any credit may be given to one of 
their own authors (David Ganz), there were above a hun- 
dred and sixteen -thousand dead bodies of the rich and ho- 
nourable men of Jerusalem carried out at one gate of the 
city, which was that of the Brook Kidron, besides those 
which were carried out at other gates, and thrown over the 
walls: and this he pretends to have out of Minchas, the 
son of Seruk, who was a faithful register in that city. Jo- 
sephus mentions almost the same number, lib. vii. de Bello 
Judaico, cap. ult. 

Ver. 55. So that he shall not give to any of them of the 
flesh of his children whom he shall eat.] This is a description 
of the sorest famine, which forced them, after they had 
eaten up their horses, dogs, cats, and such-like creatures, 
and their very belts and shoes, to eat even their own chil- 
dren ; which fathers, who used to live deliciously, Moses 
prophesies, should cat up themselves privately, and let 
none share with them. 

Because he hath nothing left in the siege, and in the strait- 
ness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in all thy 
gates.] They were so sorely pinched with famine in a long 
siege, that they had nothing else remaining but their own 
offspring, and one another, wherewith to satisfy their hun- 
ger. Josephus observes, (lib. vii. de Bello Judaico, cap. 
18.) that Jerusalem had been taken five times before this ; 
but never suffered so dreadfully as by Titus; whom the 
Talmudists therefore call by the name of impious: which 
epithet belonged rather to themselves, who having, with 
wicked hands (as St. Peter speaks), crucified and slain their 
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Redeemer, were, by the just judgment of God uponthera 
for their infidelity, hardened in an obstinate belief and ex- 
pectation of a deliverer from the Romans, till they were re- 
duced to those extremities. 

Ver. 56. The tender and delicatewoman among you, that 
would not adventure to set the sole of her foot upon the 
ground for delicateness and tenderness.} A description of 
the greatest softness and delicacy; which both the Chaldees 
express by a word that signifies the nicest motion, and 
going so slow a pace, as if they were loath to touch the 
ground. (See Bochartus, in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 19.) 

Her eye shall be evil towards the husband of her bosom, 
and towards her son, and towards her daughter.] This is only 
a higher instance of the cruel effects of their distress by fa- 
mine: for women, especially of the better sort, are natu- 
rally more tender and pitiful than men, and have the most 
passionate love to their children; which Moses here pro- 
phesies should be quite extinguished by hunger. And it 
was literally fulfilled, both in the siege of Samaria, where- 
in a woman boiled her son, (2 Kings v. 28, 29.) as a man did 
in the first siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians, (Baruch 
ii. 3. and see Lament, ii. 20. iv. 10.) But never so ex- 
actly fulfilled as in the last siege by the Romans, when a 
noble woman (which fully answers to this prophecy, such 
persons being very delicate) did the very same, as Josephus 
relates in his book of the Jewish Wars, lib. vii. cap. 8. A 
most unnatural fact, as he observes, which was never com- 
mitted, either by Greek or barbarian ; and which he would 
not have related, because it might seem incredible, if there 
had not been many witnesses of it besides himself. 

Ver. 57. And towards her young one that cometh out from 
between her feet.] Towards her new-born babe, which is 
wont to be welcomed into the world with great joy; but 
in this siege dispatched out of it, to assuage the rage of 
their hunger. In the Hebrew (as we take notice in the 
margin) the word we translate young one, properly signi- 
fies the after-birth: and so the LXX. translate it, to x°9^* 
Which makes this passage most plain ; that their hunger 
should make them so unnatural, as, first, to cat the after- 
birth which came from them, and then the child which was 
wrapped in it. 

And towards her children which she shall bear.] The rest 
of their children, whose cries for food they had no way to 
stop, but by killing them, and making them their own fopd. 
So it follows in the next words. 

For she shall eat them for want of all things.] Having 
nothing else left to eat: for they had devoured, not only 
the leather of their girdles, and their shoes, and which 
covered their shields, but the very stale dung of oxen, and 
such things as the most sordid of all living creatures would 
not eat. (Sec Josephus, lib. iii. aXuxntjg, cap. 1C. lib. vii. 
cap. 7.) 

Secretly.] It was not done secretly for any other reason, 
but lest any body should have a share with them, and so 
make their hunger return the sooner : and yet it was a hard 
matter to conceal what they had done of this kind ; for the 
seditious people presently smelling there had been sorae- 
ihing boiled, got into, the house, when she had eaten one 
half of her child, and found the other half, which she had 
left till another time ; of which she invited them to cat. 

In the siege and straitness.] These two words, which are 
used here, and ver. 53. and 55. may both relate to the 



grievous miseries they should endure, when they were be- 
sieged, (ver. 52.) and may be translated, in the pressure and 
straits wherewith thine enemies, &c. 

Wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee in thy gates.] 
We have not such an account of their distress in other 
cities, as we have of what they suffered in Jerusalem ; 
where cnriipov i&rjQos, an innumerable multitude perished 
by famine, (as Josephus tells us, lib. vii. aXuxnwg, cap. 7.) 
and ineffable calamities thereupon happened: for in every 
house, where the least shadow of food appeared, a war 
immediately began ; and the dearest relations fell to blows, 
snatching away from eiach other the miserable supports of 
life. Nor would they let those that were dying expire 
quietly, not believing what they afBrmed> when they told 
them they had no food in their houses ; but the cut-throats 
came and searched their very bosoms, as they lay drawing 
their last breath, whether they had hot there hid some food. 

Ver. 58. If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of 
this law, which are written in this book.] Among which 
those words are most remarkable, (xviii. 15. 18, 19.) u A 
Prophet shall the Lord thy God raise up unto thee, like 
unto me; unto him shall ye hearken, &c. Whosoever will 
not hearken unto the words which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him." 

That thou mayestfear this glorious and fearful name, the 
Lord thy God.] That is, fear the great Lord of heaven 
and earth, and their special benefactor, who is most glori- 
ous in himself, and to be most humbly reverenced by us : 
for the name of God is God himself; from whence it is 
that he is sometimes called Haschem, the Name, Lev. xxiv. 
11. This shews the reason why Moses repeats this name 
the Lord thy God so often as he doth in the preface to 
this book, chap. vi. — ix. &£ In some of which there is 
scarce a verse wherein we do not meet with these words, 
and it is sometimes repeated no less than three times in 
one and the same verse, (xii. 18. xvi. 15.) that God might 
be in all their thoughts, and the fear of him might possess 
their hearts. 

Ver. 59. Then the Lord.] If they still persisted in their 
infidelity and disobedience,, after Jerusalem and the temple 
were destroyed, and such unheard-of calamities as they had 
suffered during the siege of that place, he threatens to bring 
upon them more astonishing judgments. 

Will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy 
seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance.] Though 
their great plagues, under Vespasian, by famine, sword, 
and pestilence, had lessened their numbers exceedingly, 
yet, by the time of Trajan and Adrian, they had, like traitors 
taken for awhile from the rack (to use Dr. Jackson's words), 
recovered strength enough to be put to greater torture ; for 
then they were made a spectacle to the world of the Divine 
vengeance again, which they brought upon themselves by 
their rebellion ; and shewed therein their natural strength, 
by their grievous lingering pains in dying: for not only in 
Mesopotamia, and in Cyprus, but especially in Cyrene, 
and throughout all Egypt, they broke out into such out- 
rages, wawtp V7rb nvzifiaTog Savou rivog teal <rra<Jiw$ovc, as if 
they had been possessed with some fierce and seditious spirit; 
(as Euscbius speaks, lib. iv. Eccles. Hist. cap. 2.) where- 
upon Marcius Turbo was sent against them, and setting 
upon them, both by sea and land, with horse and foot, made 
a vast destruction of them. See Dion, lib. lxviii. and 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



12 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap, xxvnr. 



Xiphilinus, who describe their slaughter to have been so 
great, that now wns fulfilled (as the forenamed Dr. Jackson 
thinks) what Moses foretold in this place, TJte Lord trill 
make thy plagues wonderful, great plagues, and of long con- 
tinuance. And, indeed, Eusehius saith in the forenamed 
place, that Turbo destroyed many thousands of them, 
iroXAai? /ia\a*c iv ov oklyttf tc \p6vt^, &c. in many battles, 
and in no small time, the war being protracted a great while 
to complete their destruction. And the application of this 
prophecy to this time may bo confirmed by a strange rela- 
tion which wo meet withal in their own books: for in the 
Jerusalem Tnlniud, one of their doctors tells us, that, when 
Trajan camo upon them with his army, they were reading 
these very words of the law, (ver. 49.) " The Lord shall 
bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the 
earth/' &c. which he understanding (having asked them 
what they were doing), he cried but, Here is the man 
(pointing to himself), who am come five days sooner than 
I intended. And immediately compassing them about 
with his legions, slew them all. Then he went to their 
wives, and offered them mercy if they would submit them- 
selves: but they replied, What thou hast done to the 
ground, do to the stubble: so he dispatched them also, 
and shed so much blood, that it ran into tho sea as far as 
Cyprus. At this time (so he concludes his story) the horn 
of Israel was cut off from Israel, never to be restored into 
its place, till the Son of David come. This passage I find 
alleged by Jjoh. Benedictus Carpzovius, out of Massec. 
Sanhedr. in explication of another matter in Scbickard's 
Mischpat Hammelech, cap, 3. Theor. 10. p. 199. 

And sore sicknesses, and of long continuance.'] Such as 
gonorrhoeas, leprosies, and burning fevers, as the author 
of the old Nitzacon, set forth by J. Wagenseil, explains it, 
p. 131. 

Ver. GO. Moreover, he shall bring upon thee all the dis- 
eases of Egypt, tvhich thou wast afraid of; and they shall 
cleave unto thee.] The same diseases he foretells should in- 
fest them in, and after, their destruction by the Romans, 
which had done formerly under the Chaldeans, and other 
oppressors, (ver. 27.) What these diseases were, Pet. 
Cunaeus, lib. ii. de Republ. Jud. cap. ult. hath expressed 
in these words, " Vitiligines, psorasque et tetra ulcera/' &c. 
Leprosies, itches, botches, and foul stinking rdcers, the great- 
est physicians have anciently ascribed to the Egyptians 
and Syrians, as plagues proper to those nations ; unto which 
diseases, he observes, the Jews were strangely obnoxious. 

Ver. Gl. Also every sickness, and every plague, which is 
not written in the book of this law, them will the Lord bring 
upon thee, until thou be destroyed.] It had been too long to 
have set down all the diseases and calamities that mankind 
are subject to: but he tells them, they should not escape 
any one of them, though very numerous, and be afllicted 
with them till their destruction was completed. For they 
were of such long continuance, as was said before, and 
pursued them so closely whithersoever they went, that they 
are no longer a nation, but a scattered, forlorn people, 
abandoned and forsaken by Him that formerly protected 
them. Of this they themselves are so sensible, that they 
have confessed the truth of this part of the prophecy in 
these later ages: for Solomon ben Virgas having related 
(in the fiftieth section of his book, called Schehet Judah) 
how they were transported out of Palestine into Spain, 



and so miserably handled, that not one of a thousand re- 
mained ; and then how they were destroyed in Germany 
and France, where, of innumer ble multitudes (equal to 
the number which came out of Egypt), scarce five thousand 
survived that calamity ; and what he himself saw in Castile 
and Portugal (where they suffered such things as cannot be 
expressed, nor conceived, by famine, by depredations, by 
transportations, and by being sold for slaves, or drowned 
in the sea), he thus at last concludes his sad story, that 
they who fled to avoid that dreadful tempest in Castile 
found the truth of this oracle, Every sickness and plague, 
which is not written in the book of this law, shall the Lord 
bring upon' thee, till thou be destroyed. 

Ver. 62. And ye shall be left few in number, tvhereas ye 
were as the stars of heaven for multitude.'] The multitude 
of the Jews killed in the wars, was equal to the number of 
living men in Israel in the time of king David : for Jose- 
phus saith, that in the siege of Jerusalem there were de- 
stroyed, by pestilence, famine, and other ways, eleven hun- 
dred thousand, besides above ninety thousand carried cap- 
tive. For they being come from all countries to keep the 
Passover, the whole nation (as his words are, lib. vii. 
f AXc5<r£wc, cap. 17.) were shut up here by a fate, Sjarrip uc 
upKTrjv, as in a close prison, or rather driven thither (as Dr. 
Jackson speaks) into a slaughter-house, after they had been - 
foiled, by the Romans in the field. And yet after this they 
recovered strength (as I observed before), merely to be 
more tormented, and miserably destroyed: for in the reign 
of Adrian (who succeeded the emperor Trajan) they shook 
the Roman empire by their rebellious commotions, as Dion, 
who lived not long after, relates in bis History, lib. lxix. 
which moved Adrian to exercise the greater severity upon 
them in their punishment, there being slain of them in bat- 
tles and skirmishes five hundred and eighty thousand, be- 
sides a vast number consumed by famine, and sicknesses, 
and fire, during the time of this lingering war ; which Ju- 
lius Severus, a famous commander, sent for on purpose out 
of Britain, designedly protracted to a great length, not be- 
ing willing to try it out in the field in one battle with a des- 
perate multitude. And now, as Moses foretold, they were 
left few in number: for Dion, as if he had intended to ex- 
pound these words, saith, that Severus so beset and attacked 
them separately, in several parties, that very few of them 
escaped; fifty of their strongest fortresses being utterly 
razed, and nine hundred and eighty and five of their most 
noble and populous towns sacked and consumed by fire, 
with the slaughter of the forementioned number; insomuch, 
that, as his words are, all Judea was in a manner laid 
waste, and left as a desert. This w r e may truly call the last 
conflict of this nation with death and destruction in their 
own land; out of which they were now almost totally 
expelled, i 

Because thou wouldest not obey the voice of the Jjord thy 
God.] Who had spoken to them by that great Prophet, his 
eternal Word, promised in the eighteenth chapter of this 
book, ver. 15, &c. but they would not hearken to him : for 
which cause he gave them up to listen unto false Christs, 
whom they followed to their destruction; particularly Bar- 
chocheba, who, in the time of Adrian, took upon him the 
title of their king, and set up his throne at Bitter, in the 
tribe of Benjamin, which the Jews had made their chief 
seat, after the destruction of Jerusalem; and had in it, as 
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they pretend, four hundred synagogues. Here the Romans 
made such a slaughter of them, when they took it, that the 
Jews themselves cannot find expressions . tragical enough 
to represent it Twice as many, they tell us, perished now 
as came out of Egypt; great rivers ran with the blood of 
the slain, which (say some of them) carried great rocks along 
with it in the stream. With these, and many other such-like 
hyperbolical speeches, they themselves exaggerate their 
calamities, as many, have observed out of Juchasin and 
Gittin, particularly Const. L'Empereur, in his annotations 
on Jacchiades, (Dan. xi. 34.) 

But though now they were left few in number in Judea, 
yet, in other countries where they were dispersed, they mul- 
tiplied again, that God's plagues might continue to be mul- 
tiplied upon them, and this prophecy more perfectly ful- 
filled": for some ages after this, (anno 1009.) they had so 
incensed Christian people against them, by bringing the 
Persians upon them, who destroyed the churches dedi- 
cated to our Saviour at Jerusalem, that it was resolved, by 
the common consent of all Christians, that no Jew should 
live in their territories, but be driven out of them through- 
out all the world. By which means the greatest part of 
them died of several kinds of death, or made away them- 
selves, so that " vix pauci residui fierent in orbe Romano," 
there remained but a very few of them in the Roman world. 
.They are the words of Glauber, who relates this, lib. iii. 
cap. 7. 

Ver. 63. And it shall come to pass, as the Lord rejoiced 
over you to do you good, and to multiply you; so the Lord 
will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to 
nought.] The state of the Jews, from the time of Adrian till 
the expiration of the Roman empire, cannot be gathered 
t from the Roman writers ; but the fathers of the church often 
mention their miseries. And so do their own authors; par- 
ticularly the author of Schebet Judah, who saith, " It is 
not in the power of man to tell all the kingdoms and cities 
where they were scattered ; in which they suffered things 
• so horrid, that it is fitter to pass them over in silence, than 
to relate them: but therein was verified the Divine predic- 
tion, Lev. xxvi. 38. Ye shall perish among the heathen, and 
the land of your enemies shall eat you up," (sect. 49.) And 
Dr. Jackson, to explain this, hath more particularly ob- 
served, that as God raised up Cyrus in testimony of his re- 
joicing to do them good, who released them from their cap- 
tivity in Babylon; so, to give the world a proof of his 
rejoicing to destroy them, and bring them to nought, he ad- 
vanced Philip Augustus to the crown of France, (about 
anno 1179.) to defeat all the hopes which some kindness 
shewn unto them had put into their hearts: for he spoiled 
their synagogues of all their donatives and ornaments, con- 
fiscated all their lands and immoveable goods, and granted 
a release of all debts due unto them from Christians. (See 
book i. upon the Creed, chap. 28. parag. 13.) 

And ye shall be plucked from off the land whither them 
goest to jwssess it.] This was wonderfully fulfilled by 
^ Adrian; who, after a strange desolation, beforementioned, 
prohibited, by a public decree ratified with the senate's con- 
sent, any Jew to come within sight of Judea. This he did 
out of a politic respect, lest the sight of their native soil 
might inspire them with some fresh desperate resolutions 
to endeavour their settlement there again ; but herein he 
.was unwittingly the angel of God (as the same excellent 
vol. ii. 



person speaks), to keep this wicked race out of that para- 
dise, the good land, out of which he had driven them. 

yer. 64. And the Lord shall scatter thee among all peo- 
ple.] That was the effect of Adrian's severe decree, of not 
coming within view of their own country, which made them 
disperse all the world over, where they could find any ad- 4 
mittance. 

From the one end of the earth even unto the other.] Such 
as were carried captive in Adrian's war were transported 
by his OTdcr into Spain, his own native country, which was 
then accounted the end of the world westward. And many 
of them, it is evident by their own books, fled to Babylon, 
and the countries thereabout, which was as far as they 
knew eastward. In Spain they continued many years in 
great, abundance, as it were, expecting a wind for their 
passage to some place more distant from their ancient seat. 
And who knows whether many of them have not, since the 
discovery of America, been transported thither, as I before 
observed? Certain it is, that the Jews themselves are sen- 
sible this prophecy was not fulfilled, till this their last dis- 
persion, after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans : 
for thus R. Isaac, who had occasion to mention these 
words, (in his Muni men Fidei, lately brought to light by 
Wagenseil, Pcrek. vi.) glosses upon them; " In the Ro- 
man captivity, the Jews were dispersed and dissipated 
through all the regions of the east, and of the west: for 
every nation of which the Roman army consisted, when 
they returned to their own countries, carried some of them 
along with them, into Greece, Germany, Italy, Spain, 
France, and all other countries, which cither Christians or 
Mahometans now possess." 

And there thoti shalt serve other gods, which neither thou 
nor thy fathers have knoivn, even wood and stone.] Here 
that excellent person I have so often mentioned (Dr. Jack- 
son) commends it to the reader's consideration, whether 
this part of* Moses's prophecy may not be understood of the 
convert Jews throughout the pope's dominions, who arc 
.often urged to commit idolatry with stocks and stones, upon 
more tyrannical terms (if they gainsay) than their forefa- 
thers were, either by the Assyrians, Chaldeans, Egyptians, 
Romans, or any whatsoever, that led them captive out of 
their land. 

If it be said, there is a great difference between the hea- 
then idolatry, and the present image-worship in the Roman 
church, it is granted the idolatry is of a diverse kind; and 
so it seems Moses meant, when he threatens the Jews, after 
their final transportation into these western countries, should 
seme such gods as their fathers had not known : for their fore- 
fathers, before Moses's time and after, had known the hea- 
then gods too well; but were perfect strangers to this image- 
worship now in use. And to strengthen this interpretation, 
it ought to be observed, that these words [which neither 
thou nor thy fathers have known] are omitted in the thirty- 
sixth verse of this chapter; where he speaks of their serv- 
ing of other gods of wood and stone, as he doth here. But 
that part of the prophecy belongs to what they did in the 
first captivity into Babylon, as Manassch ben Israel ob- 
serves, who understands these words to be a prophecy of 
what they have suffered in this last dispersion : for, reciting 
these words (lib. iii. de Termino Vita), sect. 3. p. 131.) as 
containing the greatest calamity that hath befallen them, 
he saith, "This we see fulfilled, after a singular manner, in 
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this present captivity; because of all those evils wherewith 
the Hebrews have been afflicted in France, and England, 
and Spain:" for they had been often pressed, cither to re- 
nounce their religion, or to be undone; and many times 
choso rather to comply with the idolatrous worship in the 
Roman church, than to be banished, and havo their goods 
confiscated. 

Ver. 65. And among these nations shalt thou find no rest.] 
This was wonderfully fulfilled in the ages which followed 
that in which Adrian lived; when they both disturbed 
others, and could find no rest themselves: for in the third 
century, they raised sedition in the reign of Severus, by 
whom they suffered very much about the year 202. after our 
Saviour's birth: and in the next century we are informed 
by St. Chrysostom, in his second oration against the Jews, 
(torn, vi. edit. Savil. p. 333.) "That they rebelled again 
in the time of Constantine; who, causing their ears to be 
cropped off, dispersed them, KaSawep Tivae SpaTrlrag koI /xatr- 
Vry/ac, as vile fugitives and vagabonds, into various coun- 
tries, ichere they carried tliis mark of infamy along with 
them, that all might be instructed to make no more such at- 
tempts." But in the fifth century they made new commo- 
tions, and were driven out of Alexandria for their seditious 
practices, where they had been settled ever since the time 
of Alexander the Great, and dispersed into several coun- 
tries, as Socrates observes in his Ecclesiastical History, 
lib. vii. cap. 1G. And in the next chapter relates how mi- 
serably they were deluded in Crede, by one who pretended 
to be Moses come down from heaven to lead them "to their 
own land through the sea; into which many threw them- 
selves, and perished. That expulsion out of Alexandria 
is mentioned by David Ganz also, one of their own authors. 
In the sixth century, as Elmacinus tells us, they again re- 
belled in Palestine against the Romans, who slew a great 
number of them. And in the seventh, they were expelled 
from Antioch by Phocas, and out of Jerusalem by Hcra- 
clius, and out of Spain (anno 604.) by Sisebutus,- or, as 
some call him, Siscbodus, king of the Goths; and they fly- 
ing in great numbers into France, were shortly after put to 
this hard choice, either to renounce their religion, or lose 
all they had ; which -persecution, Dr. Jackson observes, in 
the book often mentioned, (chap. 28. parag. 1.) is recorded 
by those who wrote the life of Dagobert, as one of -the 
chief mcmorables of his reign. What their state was in the 
next three centuries/ he saith, he had observed nothing re- 
markable: nor can I find any thing notable in the eighth, 
but the appearance of a false Messiah, by whom they were 
deluded, and brought into trouble. As for the ninth, there 
were no learned men among them in that age, nor in the 
Christian world. And in the tenth they were in the same 
condition; insomuch, that they were fain to make a weaver 
the head of one of their universities. 

Neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest.] They being 
not able to obtain a long settlement any where ; but were 
tossed up and down, and forced from one country to an- 
other: for so it was, that, in the beginning of the eleventh 
century, about the year of our Lord one thousand, they 
were so vexed throughout the most part of Europe, that 
" quid agerent, ant quo se vcrterentnesciebant/ 5 they faieiv 
not what they should do, or which way they should turn 
themselves, as the forenamed doctor observes, (par. 4.) out 
Of Papirius Massonus, who hath it out of Glauber. To which 



I will add this testimony out of David Ganz, in his book 
called Tzemach David, that, in the latter end of this cen- 
tury (anno 1096.) when there wai a famous expedition for 
the recovery of the holy land, the Jews felt it a most cala- 
mitous time (as he speaks), being robbed, and pillaged; and 
killed, by the soldiers as they went along. And, indeed, so 
much cruelty was exercised upon them, that it moved St; 
Bernard's compassion, to write to the bishop, clergy, and 
people of Spire, not to persecute them, much less kill them, 
or drive them out of their country: €i For they are dis- 
persed (saith he) into all lands, that, while they sutTer the 
just punishment of their horrid wickedness, they may be 
witnesses of our redemption," Epist. 322. And the author 
of SchcbetJudah,mentioning their banishment out of Savoy> 
Piedmont, Lombardy, Sicily, and other countries, quotes 
these very words of Moses [among those nations thou shalt 
find no rest, &<x] as a prophecy of that exile; which was 
accompanied with many other mischiefs: for, as they fled 
to other countries, an immense multitude of people fell 
upon them, and pillaged them of all the gold arid silver they 
were carrying away with them, as he relates there, sect. 11. 

And the Lord shall give thee a trembling heart.~] They 
being always in dread of some new misery, their condition 
still growing more dismal in the twelfth century; for as 
there is a progress in Moses's prophecy of the increase of 
their calamities ; so it proved in the event, that their suffer- 
ings grew greater and greater. They themselves (in Tze- 
mach David, and other books) relate, that, in the year 1142. 
a hundred and twenty of their congregations were utterly 
subverted and dispersed. And in the year 1170. they were 
expelled again out of France, and spoiled of their treasure ; 
which was renewed in the year 1198. How they were used 
here in England; our own chronicles tell us ; and the like 
ill-usage they met withal in Germany and Spain: so that 
R. Zacut complains of no less than ten grievous persecu- 
tions in this one age, to abolish the name of Jews out of the 
world. This could not but give them a very trembling heart. 

And failing of thine eyes.] Which looked for some relief; 
instead whereof they were still more hardly used in the thir- 
teenth century, being/in the year 1253. again expelled out 
of France, whither they- had returned ; and again in 1295. 
when they expected some rest/there was a fresh expulsion, 
mentioned by R. Levi ben'Gersom, who saith they wero 
spoiled of all their goods, and sent away only with their 
clothes upon their backs. Which he affirms with the more 
confidence, because it was done in his time, when, he saith, 
there was such a number of them, that they exceeded those 
that came out of Egypt. So he writes in his exposition of 
those words, Numb, xxiii. 10. Who can count ihe dust of 
Jacob? rwill forbear to mention how they were treated 
here in England (1290.) and in Germany; into which they 
flying out of France, were most cruelly used. 

And sorrow of mind.] Which must needs seize upon them 
heavily to find their miseries so far from abating, that they 
still increased in the fourteenth century: when they were 
banished again out of France, and spoiled of their goods, 
1306. and once more 1395. which the Jews call their fourth 
and last banishment. Aboutthe same time they were ba- 
nished out of Germany; anno 1392. In Castile, indeed, 
they redeemed their lives" with money (which they could 
not part withal, without much sorroiv of mind), but in Ca- 
talonia, Arragoryand in other parts of Spain, such a terri- 
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blc storm fell upon them, .that the]r themselves, in Juchasin, 
Say, there were no less than two hundred thousand turned 
Christians, with heavy hearts. It would be. :too tedious to 
mention all that they suffered in the fifteenth century in 
Germany, Hungary, Pol onia, and. in Italy, Spain,- und 
Portugal. I mil only observe what befel them in- the 
country last named, in the next century, anno 1506. when 
nil that is said in this verse is fulfilled, by that dreadful 
massacre which was made of. them at Lisbon for three days 
together j. where men wereliot Suffered to die of their deadly 
wounds, but wei*e dragged by their mangled limbs into the 
market-place, where the bodies of the living and the slain, 
with others half alive, half dead, were burnt together in 
heaps. The spectacle \vas so horrible, that it quite as- 
tonished the rest of this wretched people; two thousand of 
which perished in. this barbarous manner. Parents durst 
not mourn for their children, nor children sigh for their 
parents, when they saw them haled to the place of torment; 
so that their hearts, no doubt, were ready to break with 
grief and sorrow. In short, " Sic eos metus exanimave- 
rat; ut vivi non multum a- mortuorum similitudine dista- 
rent:" fear had so dispirited them,- that the living in their 
aspect did'not much differ from the dead; which words of 
Osorius (in his fourth book de Rebus Emanuelis) our Dr. 
Jackson, who relatesthis sad story out of him, looks upon 
.as a paraphrase upon these words of Moses (though Oso- 
rius did not think of them), J will give tliee a trembling 
heart, and failing of the eyes, and sorrow of mind. 

There are those who, by a trembling heart, understand 
the terrors of an evil conscience : so D. Chytrceus, p. 131, 
And by failing of the eyes may be understood, the constant 
disappointment of their hopes, wherewith they were some- 
times fed by false Messiahs in several ages ; which disap- 
pointment bred great sorrow of mind, when after earnest 
expectation of some good, the quite contrary came upon 
them. 

Vcr. 66. And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee.] 
That is, it should be doubtful whether they should live or 
die the next moment. As it manifestly happened in the 
aforenamed massacre, when they durst not fetch a sigh, and 
yet could hardly avoid it, at the sight of their parents' or 
children's tortures, for fear they should suffer the same be- 
fore the breath was out of their tortured bodies. 

And thou shall fear day and night, and shall have no as- 
surance of life.'] So it was then: none of them knowing 
who would be next seized, in those three days' butchery. 
And so it was in some of their banishments, which, they 
were told, should be the best remedy for the evils impend- 
ing over them, as the author of Schebet Judah speaks, who 
•tells m, (sect. 23.) that the reason which some princes gave 
for their expulsion out of their territories was, to prevent 
their being torn in pieces by the people, who were most 
furiously set against them. 

Vcr. 07. And in the morning, thou shalt say, Would God 
it were even!] That they might not see those miserable 
spectacles, which they hoped would end in the night, 
when men went to rest. , : . 

And at even thou shalt say, Would God it were morn- 
ing!] Being afraid of unseen dangers, to which the night 
might give an opportunity; or, that they might not see 
their way, when they fled by sea and , land, from one 
country to another, as they were forced to do very often: 
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for Abarbjnel, in his Commentary upon Isaiah xl. .11. 
reckons up, four universal banishments, out of the coun- 
tries where they lived, The fir$t out; of England ; the next 
put of France; the third out. of Asia, Germany, Tuscany^ 
Loinbardy, and Savoy ; and the last out of Spain ; when he 
himself was one of those who were constrained to leave 
that country, and knew not whither to go. He hath given 
us a lively description of that calamity (like to. which; 
he saith, none had ever befallen them, since they were 
banished their own country) in his preface to his Commen- 
tary upon the Book of the Kings, which he wrote the very 
neXt'year after their expulsion, (1403.) and the author of 
Schebet Judah hath transcribed in his own words: "A 
decree was made and proclaimed publicly, that all the 
Jews should change their religion, or quit the country'in 
three months' time. Abarbinel had then a place in .the 
court, where he petitioned the king, and besought his 
tninisters and counsellors to revoke the edict, and be con- 
tent with their estates, which they offered to him ; but all 
in vain: for three hundred thousand, old and young, men 
and women, and he among the rest, went away on foot 
upon one day, not knowing whither to go. Some went 
into Portugal, others into Navarre ; where they conflicted 
with many calamities : for some became a prey, or perished 
by famine and pestilence. And therefore others committed 
themselves to the sea, hoping to find a quiet seat in some 
other countries. But on the sea they met with new dis- 
asters; for many were sold as slaves when they came on 
any coast, many were drowned, many burnt in the ships 
which were set on fire : r in short, all suffered the just 
punishment of God the avenger (as he speaks): for after 
all this, a plague camo and swept away the rest of the 
miserable wretches, who were hated by all mankind ; so 
that all that vast number perished by. one calamity or 
other, except a very few." He that would see more of 
the woful miseries of this people, may look into Schebet 
Judah; sect. 53. where ho shews what befel those who went 
to seek new habitations in the kingdom of. Fcss, where 
they lived a long time upon grass, and ate its very roots, 
and then died, and their bodies lay exposed, none being 
so charitable asto bury them. 

For the fear of thine heart wherewith thou shalt fear, 
and for the sight of thine eyes which thou shalt see.] The 
one of these seems to refer to their dreadful apprehensions 
in the night ; and the other to the lamentable spectacles 
they beheld in the day. And the simple meaning of the 
former part of the verse may be, that they should be weary 
of life, having no comfort either day or night. 

Vcr. 68. And the Lord shall bring thee into Egypt 
again.] The Jerusalem Targum translates it, Tlie JVbrd of 
the Lord shall bring thee back again. He, that is, who 
conducted them out of Egypt in a glorious cloud, would 
punish them for their foul offences against him, by bring- 
ing them again into bondage there. This was first fulfilled 
r after the desolation made by Titus ; when there was, as I 
observed before, (ver. 62.) above ninety thousand carried 
captive, and many of them transported into Egypt, as 
Josephus relates, in the conclusion of the sixteenth chap- 
ter of the seventh book, concerning the Wars of the Jews. 
And here Manasseh ben Israel hath a very pertinent ob- 
servation, that Vespasian transported them into many and 
various regions: but Egypt is only here named, the more 
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to reproach the Jews : as if ho had said, " Ye shall be 
carried into that land as captives, out of which ye camo 
in a triumphant manner," lib. iii. do Tcrmino Vitac, sect. 3. 
which may incline one to think, that ho was of the same 
mind with our Dr. Jackson, who, observing how cruelly 
they were used here in England, and many other countries^ 
concludes, that this island, and every place of Europe, 
wherein their condition of life hath been more hard and 
burdensome than their forefathers' was in Egypt, may be 
said to be that Egypt, into which God threatens here to 
bring them in ships. 

And, indeed, we do not read of their being carried into 
Egypt after Vespasian's time ; though it is set down here 
as a punishment to come upon them after a long train of 
other miseries; and must relate to their rigorous usage, 
which 1 have observed in many countries, in several ages, 
down to these latter times. The Jerusalem Talmud, it 
must be observed, mentions another bringing into Egypt 
(literally understood), in the Massechta beforenamed upon 
ver. 59. where they say, that, as God forbade them three 
times to return into Egypt (which they there set down), 
so they were forced thither three times for their transgres- 
sions against God ; first, in the days of Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria; (Isa. xxxi. 1. 3.) secondly, in the time of Joha- 
nan, the son of Kareah ; (Jer. xlii. 16.) and lastly, in the 
time of the emperor Trajan : but this I look upon as a 
mistake ; for Trajan rather killed all those whom he found 
there, than carried them thither, as I noted before. : 

With ship$J] Which seems to put them in mind how dif- 
ferent their condition was now become, from what it was 
when they came out of Egypt without any ships ; for the 
sea gave them a passage through it, by being made dry 
land. Their being carried also thither by ships, made their 
condition the more deplorable, because there were no 
" means of escaping out of them, as there might have been 
if they had gone by land. 

By the rvay whereof I spake unto thee.] Or, to the way, 
(so the particle beth often signifies, Gen. xi. 4. xvi. 22.) 
that is, to the place, whereof I said, Ye shall see it no more 
again: for it seems to be a manifest allusion to what Ave 
read in the seventeenth chapter of this book, ver. 16. 

And there ye shall be sold unto your enemies for bond-men 
and bond-women.] Exposed to sale like beasts in the open 
market; and that at so vile a price, that thirty of thein (as 
both profane and ecclesiastical historians relate) were sold 
for one small piece of money. Josephus, giving a particu- 
lar account how the captives were disposed of by Titus, 
saith, that the most goodly young men he reserved to at- 
"tend his'triumph;- of the rest, he ordered those above se- 
venteen years old to be sent bound into Egypt, to labour 
in the works there; many he distributed in the provinces 
to perish in the theatre by the sword and wild beasts : and 
all under seventeen years old he commanded to be sold. 
But while they were making this distribution, twelve thou- 
sand of them died of famine; partly by the hatred of their 
guards, who gave them no food ; and partly by the weak- 
ness of others, whoso stomachs could not receive it, (lib. 
vii. cap. 16.) By which a* judgment may be made how 
little worth these vilo wretches were, as it here follows. In 
aftertimes, I have observed, in the course of this Commen- 
tary, how they were sold for slaves in somo places, and in 
all used as no better. Benjamin Tudclcnsis, who went a 



pilgrimage to visit his countrymen, represents their condi- 
tion as most miserable throughout the eastern empire. And 
particularly complains of their hard usage among the 
Greeks at Constantinople: within the walls of which city 
they were not suffered to live, nor to come thither, but on 
occasion of traffic and business; and that only by boat 
(for they had their habitation in a kind of an island), not a 
man being permitted on horseback, except only one, Soly- 
man, the emperor s physician. Whose advancement was 
their sole comfort in that miserable servitude, under which 
the rest groaned, without any difference of good or bad (as 
he acknowledges), who were daily beaten and abused in 
the open streets. Thus he confesses, though his principal 
design was to set forth the power they retained in the world. 
(Itinerarium, p. 27, 28. edit. L'Empereur.) 

And no man shall buy you.] Though some, as I said be- 
fore, were sold at a very vile rate, next to nothing; yet 
others hung upon the seller's hancls (as we speak), the mar- 
ket being either so overstocked with their numbers, that 
none would cheapen the greatest part of them, or they were 
so contemptible that nobody would give what was asked 
for such useless slaves : for, as no money could purchase 
their peace and security from calamities, so neither could 
the calamities, though continually most grievous (they are 
the words of Dr. Jackson), redeem their estimation in the 
world; nor all the blood of their slain (though their mas- 
sacres were numberless) extinguish that hateful and loathr 
some conceit which most men had entertained of them. 
For in the fifteenth century they were become so abomina- 
ble, that several doctors began to hold it unlawful for 
Christians to let thein live among them. Particularly the 
famous Thomas Terrecremata, inquisitor-general, forbade 
all men to have any dealings with "them, or to afford them 
meat or drink, or anything else. Whence proceed the dire- 
ful proscriptions which we read of in that age, whereby 
they were forced out of Spain, Poland, Hungary, and di- 
vers other countries ; where they were not* suffered to live, 
•though with a note and character upon them to distinguish 
them from all other men. 

I conclude my observations on this chapter, with the 
remark which the same great man (Dr. Jackson) makes, 
chap. 22. paragr. 6." That the extraordinary blessings and 
plagues which were to overtake this people, being here set 
down by Moses; although their blessings might have been 
more and more admirable than the curses that have be- 
fallen theih, yet he, cither foreseeing or fearing what would 
be, rather than hoping the best that might be, is almost 
four times as long in enumerating their plagues as he is in 
thoir blessings. And so have the miseries of the latter 
Jews been four times as long; as the prosperity of their 
worthy ancestors. And since our Saviour's death, all the 
plagues, which were in part fulfilled before, have been more 
than seven times multiplied upon them. For in their 
former overthrows or captivities, though they suffered the 
violence of war, yet, after that storm was past, so they did 
but submit to their conquerors, they lived well enough, 
nay, usually found more than ordinary favour at their 
hands; but since our Saviour's death, they have through 
all ages been more and more miserable; u the memory of 
the foregoing plagues having been but an invitation to the 
like, orM r orse; and their continual bad usage prescribing 
the lawfulness of their abuse/' 
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Ver. 1. THESE are the words of the covenant.'] The Tal- 
mudists in the Gemara of Sota, cap. 7. sect. 24. refer these 
words to the benedictions and cursings mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter; which plainly belong to what God de- 
livered unto Moses in Mount Sinai at the first; which he 
had now repeated in this book, with the addition of seve- 
ral blessings and curses, to make what he said the more 
effectual. 

i Which the Lord commanded Moses to make.} That is, to 
renew. For which end Moses repeated the principal laws 
of God, and explained them in this book; which is from 
thence called Deuteronomy: being a compendium of the 
Pentateuch, a breviary of the covenant, composed for the 
familiar and daily use of the children; of Israel. 

With the children of Israel in the land of 3Ioab.'} Where 
he declared to them the law which he had formerly de- 
livered to their fathers, (Deut. i. 5:) 

Beside the covenant which he made with them in Horeb.] 
This doth not signify that he made a covenant with them, 
different from the former made at Horeb, (Exod. xxiv.) 
but only now renewed the same covenant; after they had 
shamefully violated it more than once. Which was the 
more necessary, because they were ready to enter into the 
land of Canaan, and lie was just upon his departure from 
them into another world ; and therefore did all hfe could to 
engage them in a more firm obedience to God. And for 
that end, both more fully explained several laws, and added 
others, and at large laid before them thcTiappiness' or the 
misery that would ensue upon their, fidelity or falseness in 
this covenant. 

Ver. 2. And Moses calledunto all Israel.] This seems to 
import a new summons which he sent out to them, to at- 
tend him, now he was about to conclude what he had to 
say to them, before he left them. Which he did not, as I 
have often observed, (sec ver. 1.) all at once, in one con- 
tinued speech, but at several times; and now was about to 
wind up all in this and in the next chapter. 

And said unto them.] He argued with them from the 
knowledge and experience which they had of the power of 
'God in his wonderful works, particularly three, which were 
very memorable. Those in Egypt, which he mentions 
here in the two next verses; and those in the wilderness, 
ver. 5, G. and lately in the great victory he had given them 
over two potent kings, ver. 7, 8. 

Ye have seen all that the Lord did before your eyes in the 
land of Egypt, unto Pharaoh, and unto all his servants^ and 
unto all his land.] Some of them had seen (when they were 
young), and others had understood from them (which is 
here called seeing), all the plagues which God brought 
upon Pharaoh, and upon his court, and upon his whole 
country. This he had often called to their mind, in his 
preface to the repetitions of his laws, (vi. 12. vii..l8, 19. 
xi. 3, 4.) and makes it a great aggravation of their guilt, 
if they should forsake Him, who had done such wonderful 
things for them, (xiii. 5. 10.) And now he concludes with 
the same argument, as most powerful to move them, if 
they had any sense of their obligations to the greatest 
Benefactor. 

Ver. 3. The great temptations which thine eyes have seen, 



the signs, and those great miracles.] Of these he had put 
them in mind before. (See iv. 34. vii. 19.) 

Ver. 4. Yet the Lord hath not given yon a heart toper- 
ceive, and eyes to see, and ears to hear, unto this day.] They 
had not so considered and laid to heart God's wonderful 
works, as to'have a lasting sense of them bestowed upon 
them by God. He gives us an understanding heart, but 
we must first consider. what he, hath done for us, as the 
apostle instructs us, 2Tim.ii. 7. And he gives us what 
we do not receive ; and so in effect it is not given. Thus 
he saith himself, that he purged Israel, but they would not 
be purged, (Ezek. xxiv. 13.) 

What the difference is between a heart to perceive, and 
eyes to see, and ears to hear, need not be curiously inquired. 
They are, perhaps, but three various expressions of their 
gross stupidity, or three degrees of it, which was so great, 
that they had no continued sense of the wonderful works 
God hath done for them; nor did so much as regard 
and observe them; no, nor hearken to those who put them 
in mind of them ; which must not be imputed to any want 
of power in these things to move them, much less of the 
Divine grace to work upon their hearts by them, but wai 
wholly to be. ascribed to their own negligence and pcr- 
verseness ; of which God here complains, and with which 
he severely upbraids them, that he had not given them this 
grace: which is a clear demonstration the fault was in 
themselves. And therefore Maimonides rightly and judi- 
ciously explains these words, when he saith, the meaning 
is, They had not disposed themselves to receive this grace 
from God. - •■ -\ : * 

Ver. 5. And I have led you forty years in the wilderness.] 
By a gloriouscloud, which both conducted and protected 
them, (viii. 2. xi. 5.) Concerning these forty years, see 
chap. ii. 7. 

Your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and thy shoe is 
not waxen oldupon thy foot.] See viii. 4. - The Jews used 
no shoes in Egypt, as Bochartus probably conjectures ; 
but being to take a long journey,, through a rough way in 
the wilderness, he commanded them to eat the passover 
with shoes on their feet, (Exod. xii. 11.) And these very 
shoes which they put on at that festival, when they were 
ready to march, God suffered not to decay in all their 
travels for forty years following. (See Hicrozoicon, p&r. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 50.) ,- „' i 

Ver. G. Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk 
wine or strong drink.] Not commonly; though, when they 
passed, by some neighbouring country, they might possibly 
sometimes purchase both bread and wine, or strong liquors: 
but their ordinary food was the heavenly manna, aud their 
drink was the water that followed th£m out of the rock. 
So that the meaning is, they were constantly. supported by 
a miraculous supply from God; who took care of them, 
and thereby laid a greater obligation upon them to serve 
him, who graciously fed them without any labour of their 
own.* For they neither ploughed, nor sowed, nor reaped, 
nor took any other pains for this provision; as they must 
have done for bread and wine, or other liquors pressed out 
of dates or figs, &c. 

That ye may know that lam the Lord your God.] This 
he did for them, that he might breed and maintain them in 
a sense of his omnipotent power, and of his all-sufficient 
goodness and faithfulness to his promises;, which he in- 
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tended to demonstrate at Iris first giving of manna to them, 
(Exod. xvi. 12.) 

Vcr. 7. And when ye camt into tliis place.] For they 
were now m a part of the country which they conquered, 
(iv. 45, 46, &c.) 

Sihon king of Ileshbon, and Og king of Baslian, came out 
against us to battle, arid we smote them.] SceKumb.xxi.24. 
34, 35. Dcut ii. 30, &c. iii. 2, 3, &c. 

Vcr. 8. And tee iook their land from them, and gave it 
for an inheritance unto the Ileubenites, &c.] Seo Numb. 
xxxii. 33. and Dcut. iv. 12 ; &c. 

Ver. 9. Keep therefore thewordsofthiscovehant, and do 
(hem.] Preserve them in memory, so as to make good your 
engagements which you passed to God in Horcb; Which 
Moses was now about to renew, and lay a fresh obligation 
on them. For most of them being a new generation, and 
now going to enter upon the possession of the land of pro- 
mise, it was necessary to make them sensible of the con- 
dition of their tenure, by engaging them in a solemn cove- 
nant to observe the laws of God faithfully; which was but 
a renewal ofwhat was made before at Horeb. 

That ye may prosper in all that you do.] Sec iv. 6. The 
Hebrew word, which wo translate prosper, the LXX. 
translate act prudently; for they translate it v \va ouvfjrc. 
And the Vulgar, to the same purpose, ut intelligatis, that 
ye may understand to manage yourselves wisely in all your 
concerns, by observing the rules God hath given you; 
which was, the way to prosper. 

Vcr. 10. Ye stand this day all of you before the Lord 
your God.] The summons which he sent out, (ver. 2.) it 
seems by this^was to appear at the tabernacle, where they 
now stood; and from whence he delivered these words to 
them, by the priests gnd Levitcs, (xxvii. 9. 14.) 

Your captains of your tribes.] In the Hebrew, your heads 
of your tribes, who were the greatest persons in the nation, 
called sometimes princes. 

Your elders.] These were not only the seventy, elders, 
mentioned Numb. xi. 16. but all the other judges in their 
several courts, who arc often called by the name of elders 
in this book, particularly xix. 12. 18. xxi. 2. 4. 6. xxv. 8. 

And the officers.] Who attended upon the judge, to exe- 
cute their sentence. (Sec xvi. 18.) 

With all the men of Israel.] AH the men of their several 
tribes. 

Vcr. 11. Your little ones, your wives.] Who were all now 
present, or else were represented by the men of Israel. 

And thy stranger that is in thy camp.] Whether Egyp- 
tians, that followed them when they camo out of Egypt, 
(Exod. xii. 38.) or other people who embraced thejr reli- 
gion, so far, at least, to renounce all idolatry. 

From the hewer of thy wood unto the" drawer of thy 
water.'] The meanest servant, whom they had bought, 
perhaps, with their money, cither in Egypt, or since they 
came from thenqe. 

Vcr. 12. That thou shouldest enter into covenant with 
the Lord thy[God^\ In the Hebrew the words arc, pass 
into covenant. For so covenants were anciently made in 
the eastern countries, by dividing the sacrifice, and passing 
between the parts of it; as appears from the manner of 
God's making a covenant with Abraham in Gen. xv. 10. 
17. whence some derive the Hebrew word berith (which 
signifies a covenant) from bara, which signifies cutting off; 



because something was always sacrificed at the making 
covenants, and ancicbtly cut in pieces; For the same rea- 
son the Romans called a covenant fecdus, which they de- 
rive h feriendo, from striking, that is, killing sohie beast 
(particularly a swine), which was done with many fcere- 
mbnies. . . ; • . 

And into his oatftJ]' The Hebrc\v\Vord which we trans^- 
late oath, rather imports a curse, which was annexed to an 
oath. And so the LXX. 'Ev. rate apdic] for they entered 
into this covenant ^th such imprecations upon themselves, 
as arc mentioned xxvii. 15, 16, &c. wishing, perhaps, that 
they Wight be cut. to. pieces, as the sacrifice was (between 
who'sd parts they passed), if they did not faithfully perform 
their engagement, id 

IVhich the Lord thy Godmaketh with thee this day.] For 
tho covenant was mutual, as appears by the burning lamp, 
representing the Divine Majesty passing through the pieces 
of the', sacrifice, when God entered into a covenant with 
Abraham, (Gen. xv. 17.) 

Ver. 13. That he may establish thee to-day a people unto 
himself] Confirm them in all the privileges which they had 
often forfeited by breaking his covenant; of being his pe- 
culiarly above all people, (Exod. xix. 5. Deut. xix. 2.) 

And that he may be unto thee a God, as he hath said unto 
thee.] Bless them and do them good, as he had solemnly 
promised. 

And sworn unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob.] Gen. xii; 2, 3. xvii. 7, 8. xxii. 16, 17. xxvi. 3, 4. 
xxviii. 13, 14. 

Vcr. 14. Neither with yon dnly do I make this Covenant 
and this oath.~\ He means those mentioned ver. 10, 11. 

Ver. 15. But t with him that standeth here with us this 
day, before the Lord our God, and also with him that is not 
here,&c] I think the particle ki (which'begins this verse) 
should not be translated but ; for this is the same with what 
was said before, not distinct from' it; and therefore should 
be translated thus, As with him that standeth here with us 
before, that is not here with its this day ; i. e. with all that 
were absent from the present assembly, and with all future 
posterity, who .were as yet -unborn. So the Jerusalem 
Targum understands the latter part of this versfe, With all 
generations which sliall be after us, as if they stood here 
with us to-day ; and so Uziclides, as they call h\m,WitJiall 
generations to come, unto the end of the world, as if they 
stood here with us at this present. For perpetual leagues 
are sometimes made between whole nations; for whom 
some contract in the name and place of all the rest, and 
bindnbt only themselves, but their successors. And thus 
kings give fiefs to their subjects, upon conditions which 
their families are bound to perform in after-ages, or else 
lose the benefit of them. 

Ver. 16. For you knoiv how we have dwelt in the land of 
Egypt.] These words, and those that follow in this and the 
next verse, come in as an argument to move them to 'enter 
into this covenant, and to shew them the necessity of re- 
newing it. For, as God had wonderfully multiplied them 
in the land of Egypt, so he delivered them from thence no 
less wonderfully, when they were miserably enslaved; 
which* was such a mercy, as ought never to bci forgotten 
(and therefore frequently mentioned in this book), and laid 
an obligation upon them to be wholly devoted to him, as 
his redeemed people, (iv, 20.) 
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And how we came through the nations whom we passed by.] 
The Edomites, Midianites, Ammonites, and Moabites, 
through the skirts of whose countries they passed, and were 
preserved from receiving any hurt by them. 

Ver. 17. And ye have seen their abominations and their 
idols.'] They had opportunity in Egypt of seeing too much 
of their yilc idolatries. And so they had as they passed 
by the country of Moab and Midian, when some of them 
were seduced to the worship of Baal-Peor; though, if they 
had not been blinded by their lust, they could not but have 
seen how contemptible an idol that was, and have abomi- 
nated it. All the idols of the heathen are frequently called 
abominations; and in Lev. xxvi. 30. they are called, as 
they are here, gillulim, which we translate in the margin 
dungliill-gods, to express the utmost contempt of them. 
And some think they are so called, not only in regard of 
their matter, "sed ob formam scarabaei habitantis in ster- 
core," but for the form of the beetle, which lives in dung; 
for so Isis, the great goddess of the Egyptians, was repre- 
sented, as Plutarch tells us, in his bookd6 Iside etOsiride. 
But whether in such ancient times, as this of Moses, it may 
be justly doubted. r . • '* . 

Wood and stone, silver and gold.] Generally they were 
made of wood or stone, which sometimes .were silvered or 
gilded over. Arid if any of them were made of massy sil* 
ver or gold, yet, being lifeless things, they were no more 
able -to afford thera any help, than the dung on the earth. 
And it was an abominable thing to look upon dead matter 
as a god, or to think he made his habitation there (which 
was the opinion of the better sort of heathen), or would 
be represented by them, they having no likeness at all 
Tjnto him. \ in ' r . i\ fc > 

Ver. 18. Lest there should be among you man, or woman, 
or family, or tribe.] These words arc to be connected with 
ver. 15. as the principal end why he engaged every soul of 
them to renow their covenant with God, that none of them 
might revolt from him, to serve any other. god. And the 
order wherein he places these words shews, that idolatry is 
of a very infectious nature, spreading itself strangely, from 
single men and women unto families, and at last into whole 
tribes. • » ..!..,,. 

Whose heart turneth away this day from the Lord our 
God.] Who had a hankering, as we now -speak/after other ' 
gods ; which might afterward break onfrinto idolatry. 

To go and serve the gods of these nations.] When the 
heart, i. e. the mind, will, and affections; are depraved, men 
easily find occasions to follow, whither they lead them. 
And by this it appears, that the principal part of the cove- 
nant was to keep them close to the worship Of one God, 
and no other; as I have often observed, vi. 4. vii. 2. 25. 
ix. 1, &c. - - • .'j \ 

Lest there should be among you a root that beareih gall 
and wormwood.] Many take a root here to signify ap evil 
principle, which the apostle calls an evil heart 6f unbelief 
Heb. iii. 12. But the words going before in this verse, and 
-those A that follow in the next, plainly lead us to take it for 
any person lurking secretly among them (like a root under- 
ground), that was tainted with idolatry, who might poison 
others therewith, and in time bring. forth the fruits of their 
impiety, which he calls gall and wormwood: Where it must 
]be observed, that the Hebrew word rosdi, which we trans- 
late gall, properly signifies an herb growing among com, 



as bitter as gall. Which in Hosea x. 4. we translate hem- 
lock ; and commonly in Scripture is joined with wormwood, 
as it is here, Jer. ix. 15. Lament, iii. 19. Amos vi. 12. 
Unto which. idolatry is compared, because it is most un- 
grateful and distasteful (if I may so speak) unto God, and 
produces bitter effects, that is, most grievous punishments, 
unto men. 

Ver. 10. And it come to pass, when he.] The man spoken 
of before, under the name of a root .of bitterness* 

Heareth the words of this curse.] Against idolatry, which 
Moses engaged every one of them to renounce, by making 
a solemn covenant with God to worship him alone, and 
dreadful imprecations upon themselves, if they did not 
make good this covenant, (ver. 12. 14— 1Q. xxvii. 15.) 

That he bless himself in his heart.] Secretly fancy none 
of these curses shall fall upon him, but, quite contrary, 
promise himself all manner of happiness. 

Saying, I shall have peace.] Prosper and be happy. 

Though I walk in the imagination of mine heart!] Or, in 
the stubbornness of mine heart, as it is- in the margin; that 
is, resolve to worship what god I best fancy. < 

To add drunkenness to thirst.] In the Hebrew the words 
are (as the margin of our Bibles observes) the drunken to 
the thirsty; for both words are adjectives, as grammarians 
speak ; and, supposing a substantive to support them, many 
think none so proper to be understood as the word earth. 
Which makes this a proverbial speech, To add the wet 
ground to the dry cind thirsty, or rather, the thirsty to tlie 
wet. For the particle bet h, which in the Hebrew is the note 
of the accusative case, is put before the word dry, or 
thirsty ; and, therefore, that is the thing which is to be added 
to the wet or drunken; not the drunken to the dry. And the 
sense is," draw others into the same wickedness; just asjf a 
drunken man should draw sober persons to play the fool 
with him, and do as bad as himself^ or, after one piece of 
land is overflowed, the water should be let into that which 
is dry, and spoil that also. For this seems to be the mean- 
ing of the whole .verse, If a man shall be so presumptuous, 
as not only to cry peace to himself, when he runs after his 
own devices, in serving other gods, but endeavours to draw 
others into the same wicked practices. 

There are a great "many other interpretations of these 
w r ords (seven or eight) given by the Hebrew doctors, besides 
^others in Christian writers ; whiebmay be seen in Cocceius 
iii his Ultima Mosis, sect. 134. But this seems to be the most 
easy, at which the Chaldee aims, and the LXX. if the par- 
ticle firi be" omitted, which is not in the Hebrew, ribr the 
Chaldee, nor the Vulgar Latin. And if we take the words 
as .we translate them (only inverting them), add thirst unto 
drunkenness, the sense is as easy ; viz. add more sins to the 
foregoing, (Isa. xxx. 1.) and to be still inflamed (as the 
Scripture speaks) with love .to more idols, after the ser- 
vice of many of them; "increasing their altars (as Hosea 
speaks) like heaps in the furrows of the field," (HosJ x. 1. 
xii.ll.) - 

Dr. Jackson, in his first book upon the Creed, (chap. 
30. parag. 4.) thinks the meaning is, that posterity added 
to the wickedness of their ancestors. For they being cast 
out of their good land for their infidelity and disobedience, 
their posterity (saith he) continue exiles and vagabonds for 
their stubbornness in like practices; not being willing/ to 
this day, to ,offer up the sacrifice of a contrite heart for 
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their disobedience past, but rather (adding thirst to drunk- 
enness) bless themselves when they hear the words of that 
curse, promising peace to themselves, though they wttlk on 
according to the stubbornness of their forefathers 9 hearts. 

Ver. 20. The Lord will not spare him.'} That is, not par- 
don, or pass by his wickedness without punishment. 

But then the anger of the Lord and his jealousy shall 
Smokt against that man.'] These words import the highest 
degree of anger, that is, the severest plagues, which are the 
effects of the anger of an incensed majesty. 

And all the curses that are written in this book.] Parti- 
cularly in the foregoing chapter. 

Shall lie upon him.] Not only fall, but remain upon him, 
to his utter ruin, as it follows in the next words. 

And the Lord shall blot out his name from under heaven.] 
By his name is meant himself; so that this is a threatening 
of destruction to him and his posterity, till there be no me- 
mory of him left. 

Ver. 21. And the Lord shall separate him unto evil, out 
of all the tribes of Israel.] Though he offended never so se- 
cretly, (for he speaks of one that blessed himself in his heart, 
&c. ver. 19.) God threatens to make him a public and no- 
torious exampleof hisvengeance to all the peopleof Israel. 
According to all the curses of the covenant that are writ- 
ten in the book of the law.] It was a singular condescen- 
sion in the Divine Majesty to enter into covenant with 
them; but it contained not only blessings to the obedient, 
but curses upon the disobedient; the latter of which were 
as certain as the former, 

Ver. 22. So that tlie generations to come of your children 
that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come 
from afar land, shall say.] That which follows, ver. 24. 

When they see the plagues of that land.] This shews that 
these threatenings are denounced not merely against a 
simple idolater, but such an one as made it his endeavour 
to draw others from the worship of God ; not being con- 
tent to be drunk himself with heathenish superstition, but 
zealous to intoxicate as many as he could with it, and to 
«root true religion out of the nation. 

" *- And the sicknesses which the Lord hath laid upon it.] In 
the Hebrew it is, The sicknesses wherewith he hath made it 
sick, i. e. the heavy punishments which he hath inflicted 
upon it, and thereby made it a miserable nation. 

Ver. 23. And that the whole land is brimstone, and salt, 
and burning.] Or, as it may bo translated, Is burnt up with 
brimstone and salt. For these make land barren and un- 
fruitful; as Pliny particularly observes of salt, (lib. xxx. 
cap. 7.) "Omnis locus in quo reperitur sal, sterilis est, ni- 
hilque gignit." All ground in which salt is found is barren, 
and produceth nothing. (See Judg. ix. 45. Psal. cvii. 34. 
Jer. xvii. G. Ezek. xlvii. II. Zeph. ii. 9.) , . 

That it is not sown, nor beareth, nor any grass groweth 
therein.] That neither nature nor art will make it fruitful. 

Like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and 
Zeboim.] And the country about them, which was the most 
beautiful of all other in that part of the^world, (Gen. xiii. 
10.) but on a sudden turned into a filthy stinking lake, 
where no creature, neither fish nor fowl, can live. 

Which the Jwd overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath.] 
Being highly incensed by their wickedness, (see Gen. xviii. 
20. xix. 24, 25.) as he was by the wickedness of the Jews; 
which was the more provoking, because they had such an 



example of his vengeance continually before their eyes, 
and yet went on in their evil ways, till they brought the 
like judgment upon all Judea. Tikis was more exactly ful- 
filled in the last destruction of the Jews by the Romans, 
than in their first by tho Babylonians: for the whole land 
was laid waste, and deserted by its inhabitants, and made 
a den of thieves ; being brought to desolation by repeated 
returns of wars; more especially in the time of Adrian, 
when* Julius Scvcrus, as I observed upon tho foregoing 
chapter, made such a devastation, that the whole country 
was turned, in a manner, into a wilderness. 

Ver. 24. Even all nations shall say.] All that were near 
them, or came that way from far countries; as it goes be- 
fore, ver. 22. 

Wherefore hath the Lord done thus unto this land?] 
Which he formerly made so populous and plenteous. 

And what means the heat of this great anger?] These ex- 
ceeding dreadful calamities, which evidently proceeded 
from a Divine vengeance. For the Jews fought so vali- 
antly, and defended Jerusalem so resolutely (as appears by 
Josephus), that the author of Schebet Judah had reason to 
say, That it was not want of arms, the unusual terror of 
new machines, but the anger of God, provoked by their 
wickedness, which was the true and only cause of their de- 
struction. And, indeed, Titus himself said as much, That 
God fought for the Romans, and drove the Jews from their 
fortifications, *E-jt& x*'P^c rf avSpdjirw, 7} firi^avai, &c. For 
what could the hands of men or machines have done against 
such strong towers? (See chap, xxxii. 22.) 

Ver. 25. Then shall men say, Because they have forsaken 
the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, which he made 
with them when he brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt.] This account must be supposed to be given by tho 
pious Jews, or by those who were made sensible, when it 
was too late, how steadfast God was in his covenant; which 
contained curses as well as blessings,, as was before ob- 
served, ver. 21. and see vii. 9, 10. xi. 2G — 28. 

Ver. 26. For they went and served other gods, and wor- 
shipped them whom they knew ?iot.] This aggravated their 
sin, that they sought for acquaintance with strange gods, 
directly contrary to the covenant of God, (xii. 30, 31.) 

And whom he had not given unto them.] Or, as it is in 
the margin, had not given (or divided) to them any portion; 
that is, never bestowed any benefit upon them, as the Lord 
their God had done, who brought them out of Egypt. Or, 
more simply(as Boetius thinks the words will bear), to whom 
.no worship belonged. 

Ver. 27. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
.this land, to bring upon it all the curses that are written in 
this book.] So Moses foretold them, vii. 4. xi. 1G, 17. 

Ver. 28. And the Lord rooted them out of their land in 
anger, and wrath, and in great indignation.] Here is one 
word more to express his displeasure against them, than 
was used before, when he speaks of the destruction of 
Sodom, &c. ver. 23. And they all denote the great plagues 
threatened in Lev. xxvi. and in the foregoing chapter of 
this book. 

And cast them into another land, as it is this day.] This 
may seem to relate only to their captivity in Babylon ; 
for, after they were rooted out by the Romans, they were 
scattered into all lands, (xxviii. G3, G4.) But considering 
what goes before, (ver. 23,24.) and that they were not 
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quite rooted out (many of them remaining in the land 
when Nebuchadnezzar conquered them) till the desola- 
tion made by the Romans, I think these words relate to 
them also, and another land is only the singular number, 
as is usual, for the plural. And so the author of Schebet 
Judah understood it, who, quoting these words [cast them 
out into another land}, adds, which experience now proves 
to be true. 

Ver, 29. The secret things belong anto the Lord onr 
God; but those that are revealed belong unto'iis, and to 
our children for ever, &c.] The Jews generally take these 
words to be meant of the punishment of secret sins, (par- 
ticularly of idolatry, spoken of before, ver. 19.) which be- 
longeth unto God, as the punishment of open sins belonged 
unto them, in obedience to his law, who commanded them 
to put to death him that seduced any person to idolatry, 
and to raze the city that apostatized unto it, (xiii. 5, 6, &c. 
12, 13, &c.) And their negligence in doing their duty in 
this particular, made idolatry spread among them to their 
utter ruin. But these words may be understood as a far- 
ther answer to such inquiries, as that ver. 24. in which, if 
men persisted, and still asked, But why doth God thus 
punish his own people with such unusual severity, when 
there are many idolatrous nations, far worse than they, 
who continue . still in their own land, and are not thus 
rooted out? Moses bids them silence such, demands, and 
rest satisfied in this, That we cannot give an account of 
such things as God hath not revealed, particularly why 
he punishes some people, when he spares others who are 
as bad ; but must mind our own duty, which he hath plainly 
revealed unto us, that is (as Moses concludes this chap- 
ter), to do after alt his commandments which he hath given 
us in his law, believing he will greatly reward the obe- 
dient, and terribly punish, one time or other, all those that 
transgress it. 

There may be also a more obvious sense of these words, 
if we translate them as some great men have done, The 
secrets of the Lord our God are revealed to us, and to our 
children. Thus Onkclos, whose judgment is very valuable; 
which Grotius follows, and before him Forsterus; and 
-Paulus Fagius represents it as a commodious sense, and 
makes it the same with the words of the Psalmist, cxlvii. 
20- " He hath not dealt so with any nation/' &c. For 
this was a peculiar favour to the Jews, that those things 
which God before kept secret in his own breast he now 
manifested to them; that they might know how to order 
their lives so as to please him. But this made them liable 
to be punished more grievously than all other people, if 
they did not observe his will, which he most graciously 
discovered to them. And if we could give any credit to 
the Jews, who say that all words in the Bible that have 
extraordinary points upon them (of which there are but 
ten in the Pentateuch, and these words, lanu ulebenu, to us 
and our children, arc the last of them) denote something 
peculiar and extraordinary, I should think that they relate 
to the revelation to be made by Jesus Christ, the great 
prophet promised to them, (chap, xviii.) unto which, if 
they did not give heed, the most dreadful punishments 
would be inflicted on them ; as we see they have been for 
many ages, and arc not yet ended. 
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Ver. 1. JjLND it shall come to pass, when all these things 
are come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have 
set before thee.'] God at the first bestowed great and singu- 
lar blessings upon them ; but when they grew so insen- 
sible of his mercy, as to violate the covenant he had made 
with them, then he sent his curses which he had threatened: 
upon theyi : which were completed in their expulsion out 
of the good land, which he had given them; especially in 
their last expulsion by the Romans, which was rather an 
extirpation. , * . . : 

And thou shall call to mind.] In the Hebrew, bring back 
to thy heart, as we observe, in the margin of 1 Kings 
viii. 47. where; there is the very same phrase, and there 
translated, shall bethink thyself, that is, reflect seriously 
both upon the blessings and curses, and consequently con- 
sider the truth of God in fulfilling both. In which consir 
deration, repentance and conversion to God begin. (See 
Ezek. xviii. 28.) 

Among all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee.] "Where they could not choose but often think 
of all the blessings they had enjoyed in their own land, and 
might have still enjoyed, if they had not been, disobedient; 
and all the curses which had befallen them till they were 
driven from thence, and had pursued them ever since. (See 
Lev. xxvi. 40, &c. Deut. iv. 29, 30, &c.) 

Ver. 2. And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and 
shalt obey his voice, according to all that I command thee 
this day, thou, and thy children, with all thine heart, and 
with all thy soul.*] Repentance was completed by for- 
saking their idols, and returning to the worship of tha 
Lord their God alone, and by obeying all the rest of his 
commands, and teaching their children to do the same; 
and all this with sincerity of heart. This they did, in some 
measure, after they were carried captive to Babylon ; since 
which'time we read nothing of their idolatry. But they 
fell into other sins, which stopped their ears to that great 
prophet, the Lord Christ, when he came to them ; for 
which they arc punished to this day, and will be till they 
repent and obey. . * , , .'.-.; 

Ver. 3. Tlten the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity.] 
That is, bring those that were carried captive back again 
to their own land. Thus the word captivity is used, Psal; 
xiv. 7. Ephcs. iv. 8. 

Andhave compassion upon thee.] These words express the 
spring of all their happiness, viz. the Divine compassion, 
in pardoning their sins, which had been very provoking. .-- 

And will return and gatlier thee.] This is the effect of 
his compassion in their restitution, and recollection again 
into one body after their dispersion. .i 

From all the nations whither the Lord thy God hath scat- 
teredthee.] This was fulfilled in part when they returned from 
Babylon; for then they who were scattered in other coun- 
tries, flocked again to them ; and will be more completely 
fulfilled when they shall believe on our blessed Saviour. 

Ver. 4. And if any of thine be driven out unto the utter- 
most parts of heaven, from thence will theLord thy God ga- 
ther thee, and from thence will he fetch thee.] Unto this pro- 
mise Nehemiah plainly alludes in his prayer to God, to 
prosper his endeavours for the restoration of Jerusalem. 

E 
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(Nebcin, i. 8, 9.) And, finding the truth of it confirmed by 
the king's gracious concession to him, he went about the 
work, though one, who was accounted a prophet (yea, se- 
veral of tho like quality), dissuaded him from the enter- 
prise, as likely to prove dangerous to his person, (vi. 10— 
12, &c.) Ezra also tells us how Cyrus made a proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, which was very large, that all 
the Jews might return, if they pleased, into their own coun- 
try, (Ezra i. 1. 4. and see Zechariah vii. 7, 8.) And though, 
in their last dispersion by the ltomans, they bo far moro 
scattered, and into more distant regions, than they were in 
the Babylonian captivity (according, to Moses's threaten- 
ing, xxviii. G4. of this book), yet, if they did now consider 
the cause of it, and lay to heart their sin in crucifying tho 
Lord Christ, no doubt God would have compassion on 
them, and wonderfully restore them. For tho Jews them- 
selves apply this place (and have long done so) to their 
present condition, being of opinion that God hath appointed 
a prefixed time in his own mind, though ho hath not de- 
claredjt, when he will deliver thom ; but, if they did re- 
pent, he would shorten the days of their banishment, and 
immediately bring them to their own land. Thus the ancient 
Kitzacon, set forth not long ago by Wagenseil, p. 254. And 
Jl. Isaac, since him, and more lately, often insists upon 
this, in his Chissuk Emuna, published by tho very samo 
learned person; particularly Perek. vii. where ho saith, 
" There can be no time prefixed for their deliverance, be- 
cause it depends upon their repentance ;. whereby they may 
Cut off the length of this banishment, provided they turn to 
God with their whole heart, and a full repentance." For 
Which he alleges this place. And he repeats it again, (Perek. 
xxvii.) as the great comfort they have in this long banish- 
ment, that, upon their perfect repentance, God will be mer- 
ciful to them, and overcome their sins, and perform this 
promise. Which I find still more lately mentioned in Ma- 
nasseh ben Israel's book, De Termino ViUe, lib. iii. sect. 3. 
where he saith, " Herein all the prophets imitate Moses, 
being wont, after terrible threatenings, to conclude with 
some singular consolation. Which mado R. Aquiba (as 
the Talmudists report) fall a laughing, when all the wise 
men who were with him wept and lamented, at the sight of 
the ruins of Jerusalem and the temple. Which they won- 
dering at, he said, After theclouds the sun will break out; 
and after the end of the evils which Moses threatened, toe 
may hope for good things: for God is not more faithful in 
fulfilling the one, than in performing the other" 

But, alas! in all ages hitherto there are no signs of re- 
pentance, much less of a perfect one ; but they have been 
strangely hardened in their unbelief, and have bitterly re- 
proached the Lord Jesus and his religion. Abarbinel him- 
self, though a gentleman of a noble family, a well-bred per- 
son, and of an excellent understanding, is extremely guilty 
of this. And since his time Solomon Virgse, in the age be- 
fore us, considering the astonishing plagues that have be- 
fallen them, and that never any people, as he acknow- 
ledges, conflicted with so many miseries and so many ages 
as they have done, inquires the causes why the Divine 
Majesty should be so angry with them: he reckons seven; 
among which ho accounts the putting of Jesus of Nazareth 
to death as one; yet not as a crime, but that which hath 
enraged Christians against them. For ho wickedly illus- 
trates this by that speech of Moses, Exod. viii. 24. which 



ho thus translates, If we slay and sacrifice the abominable 
gods of the Egyptians in their sight, will they not stone its? 
Which is the highest reproach he could vomit against our 
Saviour; mingled with the most stupid folly, in giving that 
as a reason of the Divine anger, which at the most is only 
a reason in their account of men's indignation. (Schebet 
Judah, sect. G3.) 

The most cruel usage which they have met with in fcll 
Christian countries, might thus exasperate and embitter 
their spirits; and I cannot excuse tho violent hatred of 
Christians to them, and their barbarous treatment of them, 
thdugh they therein fulfilled the Divine threatenings, as I 
havo shewn upon the twenty-eighth chapter; which being 
ceased since the reformation of religion, the Jews have not 
been so virulent against our blessed Saviour; and it is to 
be hoped will bo won to the obedience of faith by our 
Christian usage of them ; when those other stumbling- 
blocks, which hinder their conversion, are removed out of 
the way. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord thy God will bring thee into the 
land which thy fathers possessed, and thou shatt possess it.] 
Be again planted in it, as they were at their return from the 
captivity of Babylon; especially after they had laid the 
foundation of the house of the Lord, he blessed them ex- 
ceedingly, Hag. ii. 18, 19. Zech. viii. 7—12. 

And he will do thee good.] The prophet Zcchary hath 
given a full explication of these words, viii. 13 — 15. and 
tho prophet Jeremy before him, (xxxii. 42, 43, &c.) which 
was fulfilled in the building of the house of the Lord, though 
great opposition was made to it ; and in the compassing 
Jerusalem with walls, and settling them in a state of liberty, 
according to the prophecy of Isaiah, lii. 1, 2. 

And multiply thee above thy fathers.] The Hebre\jr words 
import, that ho would make them greater than their fathers. 
Which he did, by their vast increase after they returned 
from Babylon : (see Zech. viii. 4, 5. and before him, Hos. 
i. 10.) which is manifest from their Suunropai, ?. e. spread- 
ing themselves in so many colonies, through all Asia, both 
the great and tho less; with Egypt, Greece, Italy, and 
Spain. (See Strabo, lib. xvi. concerning Joppa.) By this 
means they were very much exalted, as Zechariah prophe- 
sied, after their captivity; (xii. 0.) for, as they had their 
liberty in their own country (God being a wall of fire 
to them, while Jerusalem had no walls), so they spread 
themselves, as I said, and had their synagogues in Babylon, 
Arabia, Syria, and divers other countries beforementioned ; 
and a great many proselytes .also joined themselves to them. 

"Yet one cannot well think that so magnificent a pro- 
phecy as this is was entirely fulfilled after their return from 
Babylon, when they were tributaries to the Persians, and 
afterward fell under the power of the Grecians, under 
whom they sulfered very much, especially in the days «f 
Antiochus Epiphanes ; whose death did not conclude their 
troubles, as Hermannus Witsius has shewn at large, in his 
Decaphylon, cap. 10. n. 9 — 12, &c. where he endeavours to 
prove that there was no moment of time, after their return 
from Babylon, wherein they could be said to be made greater 
than their fathers, especially in the days of David and Solo- 
mon: and therefore lie concludes, that this promise is still 
to be completely fulfilled. And thus It. Isaac (in his book 
beforenamed, Chissuk Emuna) argues, (Perek vi.) that God 
did not bestow benefits upon them equal to those which 
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their fathers enjoyed, much less superior, while the second 
temple stood ; but all that time was full of straits and cala- 
mities; for which he alleges the prophecy of Daniel, ix; 
25. And therefore saith, these.woTds of Moses can by no 
means be thought to be fulfilled, when the tribes of Judah 
and Benjamin returned from Babylon, and left a vast num- 
ber behind them, who would not come back with them, but 
stay there to this day. 

Ver. 6. And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart J] 
By such singular benefits bestowed upon them, in a mira- 
culous manner, God designed to take away the stubborn' 
refractoriness of their spirits, (called hardness of heart, 
xxix. 19.) and co cut off all their wicked inclinations and 
dispositions to idolatry and superstition, which had been 
their ruin ; which is called humbling their tmcircumdsed 
heart, Lev. xxvi. 41. But though God circumcised them, 
yet their hearts might remain uncircumcised, as appears 
from xxix. 3, 4. And therefore he calls upon them to cir- 
cumcise their hearts themselves, (xvi. 10.) by laying to 
heart his benefits, and following the motions of his grace 
and holy Spirit, which thereby he put into their hearts : and 
their neglect of this, and resting merely in the cirgumcision 
of the flesh, was that which ruined them again. 

And the heart of thy seed.] Accordingly, we find they 
were freed from idolatry after their return from Babylon; 
though still they continued in other sins. Which brought 
this present captivity (as they call it) upon them ; another 
banishment being necessary (saith R. Isaac, in the book' 
beforementioned, Perek, vii.) to purge them from their gins, 
by the severe afflictions which jtheynow endure, and have 
long suffered ; because their manifold sins, as he expresses 
it, need much scouring, by contusions and pressures. Af- 
ter which, he saith, they. shall sin no more, but that shall 
be fulfilled which is written in the law, the Lord thy God 
shall circumcise thine heart, &c. quoting these very words 
of Moses* But, alas! they are not sensible for what sin 
thoy suffer. (See p. 96, 97. of Wagenseil's edition.) 

To love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with 
all thy soul, that tlwu mayest live.] See vi. 5, This pro-r 
phecy, the Jews say, shall be fulfilled in the days of the 
Messiah, according to what Ezekiel .saith, xxxvi. 20. A netp 
heart will I give you, and a netv spirit will I put into you, 
&c. So R. Isaac, in the place abovenamed, and in p. 83. • 

Ver. 7; And the Lord thy God will put all these curses 
upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which per* 
secute thee.] Their very restoration created them many ene- 
mies; whose hatred increased with their prosperity in their 
own land, and made them, when they had power, to perse- 
cute them. Whom God remarkably plagued, particularly 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who died in miserable torments. 

Ver. 8. And thou shall return.] This may relate as well 
to their return unto their own land, as to their turning unto 
God : of both which he had spoken before. And now, hav- 
ing mentioned their persecution, whereby many of them 
might be driven out of their country, I suppose ie here 
promises their restoration to it again, when he had cursed 
their enemies. 

And obey the voice of the Lord thy God, and do all his 
commandments, which I command thee this day.] Continue 
steadfast in their love to him, by a strict observance of all 
his commandments. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord thy God will make thee plenteous 
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' in every work of thine hand, and in the fruit of thy body,; 
&c] The effect of their constant and sincere obedience he 
promises should be still greater prosperity, in all their; 
undertakings; and in all their enjoyments, (See xxviii. 
4; 5, &c.) 

For good.] To encourage them to continue faithful in the 
service of God. 

For the Lord, will again rejoice over thee for good.] De- 
light only in blessing them; and not send any curses upon, 
them. (See xxviii. 63. and Jer. xxxii.41.) 

As he rejoiceth over thy fathers.] In whose obedience he. 
delighted, (Deut. x. 15.) 

Ver. 10. Ifthon shalt hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to keep his commandments, &c] Persist in obe- 
dience to him. 

And if thou turn vnto the Lord thy God with all -thine 
heart, and ivithall thy soul.] With a sincere love to all his 
commands, (ver. 2.) who had planted them assuredly in tlieir 
land, with his whole heart, and his whole soul, as Jeremiah 
speaks, xxxii. 41. But herein they were defective, after 
they came out of the captivity of Babylon. For thougU 
they never returned again to idolatry, but kept close to the 
worship of God alone, yet they rested merely in the out- 
ward rites of religion, and had not a hearty love to God, 
and to all goodness ; which made them reject the Son of 
God when he came among them, and fall under those long 
calamities, which will not end till they turn to him with 
all tlieir hearts and souls. 

Ver. 11. For this commandment which I command thee 
this day.] Of hearty love to God,- and sincere obedience to 
all his commands, (ver. 2. 6. 8. 16.) 

It is not hidden from thee.] Or, it may be translated out- 
of the Hebrew, It is not too wonderful above thee; that is, 
abstruse and hard to be understood, because above their 
reach ; but easy to be known and acquainted withal, be- 
cause plainly revealed* Which is as true of the gospel, 
(unto which St. Paul applies these words, Rom. x. G^ &c.) 
<as it was of the law of Moses : for therein our Saviour hath 
declared the mind and will of God to us, in such familiar 
words, that the most simple people may understand their 
duty. p i- . , , - 

Nor is it far off.] So that they should go to seek it, and 
learn it in some distant nation. .R. Isaac, in his Chissuk 
Emuna, cap. 45. had his thoughts so fixed upon what is 
said ver. 4. that he fancies these words belong to that mat- 
ter ; and that Moses still speaks to them of repentance, 
which is of greater value than any other thing, and yet most 
easily acquired. Which cannot but make one wonder at 
their. blindness; for, if repentance be so very -easy, how 
comes it .to pass that they remain impenitent for so many 
ages, and thereby, as they confess, prolong their miseries? 
And yet he repeats the same words in the second part of 
Jiis work, Perek. lxxx. where be hath the confidence to 
say St. Paul misapplies this place. 

Ver. 12. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, Who 
ivill go up for tis to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we 
may hear it, and do it?] R. Jacob Haesad, in his preface 
to that part of the Mischna called Seder Nesim (as GuiJ. 
Vorstius observes upon Abarbinel about the Articles of 
their Faith), hath very fairly expounded this : which he takes 
to be a proverbial speech, to shew that thero is no need of 
hard, or rather impossible labour, to come at the knowledge 
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of God's will, as there is in many human sciences, where 
the mind of man is tired by several propositions and' de- 
ductions, &c. before he arrive at what he seeks: but all 
tilings arc plain and easy to bo understood, and not hard 
to be performed. For God had revealed his mind clearly 
by Moses from heaven, and therefore none had need to go 
thither to desire God to acquaint them with it, which ho 
had dono of his own accord, out of his good-will towards 
them. And thus Grotius observes upon Rom. x. G. out of 
several Greek authors, that they expressed things very dif- 
ficult, by going vp to heaven. Maimonides, indeed, to Je- 
sodehatorah, cap. 9. and Abarbincl, in Itosch Amana, cap. 
13. make these words an argument for the eternity and un- 
changeablcncss of their law, and that there should be no 
new revelation from heaven : but there is no colour for 
this from these words, the particle hu being of the feminine 
gender, and therefore doth not refer to God, but to the com- 
ihaiid beforcmentioned, plainly importing, that men could 
not pretend ignorance of their duty, nor had any reason to 
desire that somebody would go to heaven again for those 
things which Moses had already brought from thence. 
And thu£ the npostlc most justly accommodates these 
words .to the new revelation from heaven by the Son of 
God, which was not abstruse and difficult, but as plain and 
perspicuous as this now made by Moses. 

Vet. 13. Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest 
say, IVlio shall go over the sea for us? &c] r Qc &~<r%ai 

iroXvxpoviov Koi k-a/iar»jpac a7ro8»j/itac (to use the words of 
ririlo, in his book concerning Rewards and Punishments), 
so as to need long and tedious voyages, laborious and weari- 
some travels, to fetch it from foreign countries. Such as 
the Greek philosophers took, who travelled into Egypt, 
land the eastern part of the world, to learn wisdom, which 
God now taught his people in the wilderness, without any 
pairts to attain to it. 

Vcr. 14. But the word is very nigh unto thee.*] Being 
brought td their very doors by Moses, the servant of God; 
who now delivered to them the mind of God, as the Son 
of God himself did afterward, when he came and dwelt 
among them. 

In thy mouth and in thy heart.] Made so familiar to 
them, that they might always have it in their common dis- 
course, to teach it their children; and had now been so 
often repeated, that it might be well laid up in their me- 
mory, never to be forgotten by them, (vi. 6 — 9. xi. IS — 20.) 
It was also in the mouth of their priests, who were to teach 
them knowledge, (Malachi ii. 7.) and press it upon their 
hearts. Here the forenamed R. Isaac, in both the places 
forcnamed, observes, that Repentance depends on the con- 
fession of the mouth and grief of the heart: but the largest 
confession and the sorest grief will not avail them, till they 
repent of their crucifying the Lord Jesus, and shall " con- 
fess him with their mouth, and believe in their heart, that 
God hath raised him from the dead," &c. as St. Paul 
' speaks, Rom. x. 9, 10. 

That thou mayest do it.] That they might have nothing 
to do but to put it in practice ; and in order thereunto con- 
* tinually read it, and keep it in mind. In which the Jews 
wero so diligent, that, as Joscphus tells the gentiles (lib. 
ii. contra Apionem),they could as easily recite all the laws 
of God as tell their names. But here was their error, that 
they were not careful to do what they knew to be the will of 



God: and so, when he sent his Son among them, who 
plainly declared to them more fully the meaning of their 
holy books, they could not unaerstand and receive that 
which they read every day. And indeed this is the com- 
mon error (as Dr. Jackson well observes) of all corrupt 
minds, to seek that afar off, as if they were strangers to it, 
which is really in their mouth and in their heart, so that 
they would but be doers, and not only hearers of the word, 
as St. James speaks, alluding perhaps to these words of 
Moses. As St. Paul applies this whole passage to the 
gospel ; which is that word of faith, so preached and pub- 
lished by the apostles, that it may be in all our mouths 
and hearts, without going to seek for any other infallible 
teacher. 

Vcr. 15. See, I have set before thee this day, life and good, 
death and evil] Life and good, death and evil, may be but 
two words for the same thing, viz. all manner of happiness, 
and all manner of misery* both which he had at large set 
before them, in the twenty-eighth chapter. Or by life may 
be meant, long life in the land God had promised them ; 
and good, all the prosperity they could wish for there: as, 
on the other side, death may signify their being cut off from 
the land of the living before their time ; and evil, all the 
calamities he had threatened while they lived : and so the 
next verse seems to interpret it. Maimonides from. these 
words observes, that the mils of men are under no force 
nor coaction, but are free agents ; and, therefore, have pre- 
cepts imposed upon. them, with a punishment threatened to 
the disobedient, and a reward promised to those who keep 
God's commandments. Of which he treats at large in his 
preface to his Commentary upon Pirke Avoth, cap. 8. 

Ver. 1G. In that I command thee this day to love the Lord 
thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments, 
and his statutes, and judgments.'] This includes their entire 
obedience to all God's laws, which arc comprehended under 
these three names. (See vi. 1. 5. vii. 11. x. 12, 13.) 

Tliat thou mayest live and multiply: and the Lord thy 
God shall bless thee in the land whitJier thou goest to possess 
it.] This is the explication of the life and good which he 
set before them, if they observed God's laws with sincere 
affection to them, (ver. -15.) 

Ver. 17. But if thine heart turn away, so that thou wilt 
not hear.] Want of love to God, and of a due esteem of his 
wonderful love to them, made their heart turn, away to 
other things, and not regard what he had revealed to them 
from heaven. 

And worship other gods, and seme them.] This was the 
principal breach of the covenant of God. 
., Vcr. 18. I denounce unto you this day, that ye shall surely 
perish; and that ye shall not prolong your days upon the 
land whither ye go, &c] This, is the explication of the 
death and evil he set before them, (ver. 15.) 
• Ver. 19. I call heaven and earth to record this day agahist 
you, that I have set before you life and death.] God, angels, 
and men, were witnesses that he had done his duty. See 
iv. 2G. viii. 19. and, therefore, is owned by God himself 
to be " faithful in all his house," (Numb, xM* 7.) 

Blessing and cursing.] They are the same with life and 
death: but he uses several words, to make them sensible 
that both proceeded from God; the one being the effect of 
his love and favour, and the other of his anger and high 
displeasure. 



IItf*.^Vf fcr 



ffff Jvl ^rw^^f I 



CHAP. XXXI.] 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



25 



Therefore choose life, that thou and thy seed may live.] 
That is, choose to be obedient, without which they could 
not be happy. Or he wishes them to set their hearts on 
the happiness God had promised them, that it might incline 
them to do as follows. 

♦ Ver. 20. That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and 
obey his voice.] Love is the noblest and the strongest 
spring of obedience. , • , 

: And that thou mayest cleave unto him.] Obedience to 
God is the surest preservative from apostacy. 

For he is thy life, and the length of thy days.] The author 
and giver of life; which he preserves and prolongs unto 
those who are obedient. 

That thou mayest, dwell in the land which the Lordsware 
unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to 
give them.] Which promise confirmed by an oath being 
faithfully fulfilled, he justly claimed their fidelity to him 
,upon that account: which is the reason it is so often men- 
tioned, (vi. 10. viii. 1. ix. 5. x, 11. xi, D, 21. xix. 8.) 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Moses went, and spake these words unto all 
Israel.] By this it seems plain to me, that after Moses had 
renewed the covenant with the people (mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter), he dismissed them, and retired to his 
own tent. But not long after gave them a new summons, 
(as he had done xxix. 2.) and went again to take his leave 
of them. The LXX. indeed seem to take the first words, 
-as if the meaning was, that he went on with his discourse. 
For ihus they render them, <rvviri\t<n AaAwv Travrag rovg 
\6yovg tovtovc, he finished speaking all these words* For 
which I sec no warrant, nor is it likely he could speak all 
•that here folloNvs at the same time; * 

Ver. 2. And he said unto them, I am a hundred and 
twenty years oldjhis day.] This shews these words were 
spoken not long before his death, which was this year, 
(xxxiv. 7.) Manasseh ben Israel would have us from 
hence observe, " The singular care God hath of those who 
.serve him with a perfect heart, as Moses did ; the days of 
whose years (saith he) arc exactly proportioned. For so 
these words arc expounded in Sota, cap. 1. * To-day my 
years arc completed ; to-day I was born, and to-day I shall 
die:' for he was born on the seventh day of the month 
Adar, and on the same day of the same month he died. 
Thus Enoch (he adds) lived just three hundred and sixty- 
five years, which are proportioned to the days of the sun's . 
annual course," lib. iii. de Termino Vitas, sect. 5. But as 
there is no great weight in this observation, if it were true, 
so that which he saith of Moses is evidently false: for he 
did not die this very day, as appears from ver. 14. where 
ho saith, " The days approach that I must die." There- 
fore the time was not yet come. ... 

And I can no more go out and. in.] Discharge the office 
I have long sustained of your governor and leader; (sec 
'Numb, xxvii. 17.) not because lie wanted vigour, either of 
body or mind, (for that is contrary to xxxiv, 7. of this book) 
•but because God did not think fit to permit him to conduct 
them any farther; as the following words explain it. 

Also the Lord hath said unto me, Thou shalt not go over 
this Jordan.] The particle wc translate also, often signifies 



for; and is so translated by us in divers places; parti- 
cularly* in lsa. iii. 7, Jer. xvii. 8. And being so taken 
here, the sense of these words is plain and easy ; giving a 
reason why he could no longer take the charge' of them, as 
he had done, because God had otherwise ordered ; having 
told him he should not bring them into Canaan, which they 
were now ready to enter. 

Ver. 3, The Lord thy God,he shall go over before thee.] 
Conduct them by the ark of his presence. (Josh. iii. 5. 11". 
and see Exod. xxiii. 23. and Dcut. ix. 3.) 

And he shall destroy these nations from before thee, and 
thou shalt possess them.'] Exod. xxxiv. 11. 

And Joshua, he shall go over before thee.] As their 
captain and leader when Moses had left them, (iii. 28. 
Josh. i..2.) 

As the Lord hath said.] When he was appointed the suc- 
cessor of Moses, (Nunib, xxvii. 18. 21.) 

Ver. 4. And the Lord shall do unto them as Tie did to 
Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, &c.} See Numb. 
xxiv, 24. 34, 35. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord shall give themup before thy face.] 
As he had promised before, vii. 23. where he saith, The 
Lord thy God shall deliver them unto thee. In the Hebrew 
the words are, before thy face. (See ix. 3.) 

That ye may do unto them according to all the command- 
ments which I have commanded you.] i. e. Utterly destroy 
them, and their altars, and images, and groves, 8cc, (See 
vii. 2, 3^5. 27. xii. 1, 2, &c.) 

Ver. 6. Be strong, and of a good courage.] By faith in 
God; which their forefathers wanting, were discouraged, 
and durst not go up and possess the land when God .com- 
manded them, (i. 28. 32.) 

Fear not, nor be afraid of them.] Be not affrighted, much 
less dismayed at their multitude, their stature and strength, 
when you go to fight with them. The second word (afraid) 
only expresses a higher degree of the same passion of 
fear; signifying, being overcome with it. For that is the 
import of the Hebrew word aratz, which originally signi- 
fies to prevail over another. This he had said to their fore- 
fathers, i. 21. 29. and after repeated to them, iii, 2. 22. vii, 
17, 18. 21. 

For the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee.'] 
According to the assurance before given them, (xx. 4.) 

He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.] This promise, 
which here is general, in the next verse but one is parti- 
cularly made to Joshua; and renewed to him by God him- 
self, after the death of Moses, when they were about to 
enter into the land of Canaan, (Josh. i. 5.) And it is ap- 
plied by the apostle unto all faithful Christians, to en- 
courage their hope of being conducted through all dif- 
ficulties and dangers uuto their heavenly inheritance^ 
(Heb. xiii. 5.) 

Ver. 7. And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto 
him in the sight of all Israel.] That they might have the 
greater reverence to his person and authority,, and follow 
his conduct, as a leader appointed by God. 

Be strong, and of a good courage.] He exhorts him to 
give a good example to all the people; these being the 
same words he had spoken to them, ver. G. 
. For thou must go with this people.] Be their leader and 
commander-in-chief, by God's special order, (Numb. 
xxvii. 21.) 
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Unto the land which the Lord hath sworn unto their fa- 
thers to give them.] See viii. 1. x. 13. xxx. 20. 

And thou shall cause them to inherit it.] Put them into 
possession of it, (iii. 28.) 

Ver. 8. And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee, 
and will be with thee.] Josh. i. 9. 

He will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.] Sec ver. 6. 

Fear not, neither be dismayed.] The same which he said 
to the people, ver. G. but was most necessary to be pressed 
upon him, who, by his undaunted resolution, was to put 
courage into them. The word we translate dismayed, is 
different in tho Hebrew from that ver. G. which is, be not 
afraid: but tho LXX. and tho Vulgar use the same word 
to express both; which denotes such a consternation, as 
disables a man to do his duty; which is the proper import 
of this word. 

Ver. 9. And Moses wrote this law.] Some understand by 
this law, only the book of Deuteronomy; for which I can 
see no reason, tho' Scripture calling all that is contained in 
the five books of Moses by the name of the law. St. Paul, 
for instance, in Galat. iii. 21. asks this question, Do you not 
hear the law? and then quotes what wo read in Gen. xvi. 
21. And so Nehemiah saith, x. 34, 35. that they brought 
first-fruits unto God, as it is written in the law, viz. Exod. 
xiii. 12. xxiii. 19. And Josiah put away the workers with 
familiar spirits, &c. that he might perform the words of the 
law, (2 Kings xxiiii. 24.) which we find Lev. xix. 30. xx: 
6. 27. And Hezekiah also, (2 Chron. xxxi. 3.) appointed the 
daily oblations, and those required at stated times, to be 
offered, as it is written in the law of the Lord, which plainly 
refers to the twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth of Numbers. 
And Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal, (viii. 30, 31.) 
as it is written in the book of the law of Moses; which 
we find no where but in this book of Deuteronomy, 
(xxvii. 4.) 

And delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi.] Con- 
cerning this form of speech the priests the sons of Levi, 
see xvii. 9. It is probable Moses had wrote most of these 
five books some time ago (and so the foregoing words may 
be translated, Moses Itad wrote this law), but did not finish 
them till a little before his death, and then delivered them 
to the priests. But there is no necessity thus to under- 
stand it, for he might have had time enough between this 
and his death to write the whole Pentateuch; it being only 
said, ver. 14. Thy days approach, that thou must die; 
which doth not imply he^vas to die in a day or two, but 
there might be some weeks before his departure. 

Which bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord.] It was 
most proper to deliver it unto them, who alono might 
touch tho ark, in which this law was to bo laid, (ver. 
2G.) Tho Kohathitcs, who were mere Lcvites, and not 
priests, did carry the ark in their travels through the 
wilderness, after the priests had covered it, and put in the 
staves thereof; (as I have shewn Numb.iv. 5,6, &c.) but it 
is evident they served only as ministers to the priests, who, 
upon great occasions, bare the ark themselves. As when 
they passed over Jordan, (Josh. iii. 3.6.) when they com- 
passed Jericho, (Josh. vi. 6.) and when tho temple of So- 
lomon was dedicated, and the ark brought into it, (1 Kings 
viii. "3, 4. 6.) When David,indced,brought the ark to Jeru- 
salem, it is said tho Levitcs bare it- but at the same time 
the priests also were summoned to take caro of it ; which 



shews the Levites bare it as their servants, (1 Chron. xv. 2. 
11. 13—15.) 

And unto all the elders of Isr ad.] As he delivered this 
book of the law, that is, the whole Pentateuch (as Abar- 
bincland others of the Jews understand it) unto the priests, 
commanding them to preserve it safe near tho ark; (ver. 24.) 
so ho delivered another copy of this book to tho ciders of 
every tribe, as the Jews affirm in Dcbarim Rabba: where 
they say (and it is highly probable) that Moses, before his 
death, wrote thirteen copies of the law (with his own hand 
as they add), and having delivered one unto tho priests, to 
bo preserved in the holy place, gave one to each tribe, 
which he committed to tho care of the elders of it. Thus 
Maimonides, also, in his preface to Jad Chazakah, as 
Buxtorf observes, in Histor. Areas Foederis, cap. 5. The 
intent of which was, I suppose, that all the people of each 
tribe might resort to it (as the whole nation were to resort 
to that in the sanctuary), if they doubted of any thing, 
which might be thought to be amiss, by the errors of tran- 
scribers. 

Ver. 10. And Moses commanded them.] Both the priests 
and the elders, to take care of what follows. 

At the end of every seventh year, in the solemnity of the 
year of release.] Mentioned xv. 1, &c. 

In the feast of tabernacles.] When they had gathered in 
all the fruits of the earth, and thereby had greater leisure 
to attend to the hearing of the law read to them ; which, 
when men's minds were also freed from cares by the release 
of their debts, was likely to make a greater impression 
upon them. 

Ver. 11. When all Israel is come to appear before the 
Lord thy God, in the place which he shall chQOse.] As they 
were bound to do at this feast, and at Pentecost, and the 
Passover, (xvi. 16.) 

Thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hear* 
ing.] This order being directed, not to all Israel, but to a 
particular person, plainly imports, that- the supreme go- 
vernor, whosoever he was, had this charge laid upon him, 
to take care these laws should be read at this solemn time, 
that all the people might hear them ; and therefore, I think, 
the Jews rightly say, that their kings, when they had them, 
were bound not only to look after this matter, but to read 
the law themselves to as many (that is) as could hear them, 
appointing the priests and the Levites to read it in as many 
other assemblies of the people as were necessary for the 
fulfilling of this precept. In order to which, a pulpit was 
set up in the court of the men of Israel on the very first 
day of the feast (for they did not think fit to defer it till the 
last, because it is here said, when Israel is come to appear 
before the Lord, not when they were ready to depart, as the 
Jews observe); the king going up into it, the minister took 
the book. of the law, and delivered it to the ruler of the 
-synagogue, who gave it to tho sagan (or vicar of the high- 
priest), who delivered it to the high-priest, and he to the 
'king; who stood up to receive it, and then sat down to 
read. All this expresses the reverence with ^vhich this 
holy book was delivered ; and likewise the reverence with 
which they approached to the king ; who, they say, began 
to read at. this book of Deuteronomy (which is a compen- 
dium -of the law), and proceeded, before he stopped, to 
those words, (vi. 4.) " Hoar, O Israel," &c.which having also 
read, he omitted the rest till he came to chap, xi. 13. "And 



CHAP. XXXI.] 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



27 



it shall come to pass, if thou wilt hearken diligently/' &c. 
reading on to ver. 22. And then skipped to xiv. 22. "And 
thou shalt truly tithe," &c. reading on to the section con- 
cerning the king, (xvii. 14.) and then the cursings and 
blessings out of the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth chap- 
ters, till he had ended all that section of the law. Thus the 
Mischna, in the title Sota, cap. 7. sect. 8. which AVagenseil 
hath lately illustrated with most learned annotations; and 
our Dr. Lightfoot also hath given an account of it long 
ago, in his Temple Service, chap. 17. sect. 1. where he 
saith, the king might sit down if he pleased, when he read, 
but it was esteemed more honourable if he stood ; as king 
Agrippa did wken he performed this office. And before he 
began to read, he made a prayer to God ; and all this (he 
adds) w r as done in the court of the women. Which well 
agrees with what is said in the next verse, "Gather the 
people, men and women," &c. But it doth not contradict 
what I said before, of his reading it in the court of the men of 
Israel: for if the king were of the family of David, it was 
always done there; if he were not, then in the court of the 
women, as Wagcnscil observes out of Maimonidcs. 

Ver. 12. Gather the people together.] All that came to 
this feast could not meet in one place, but were divided 
into several assemblies, probably in their synagogues. For 
as many as the courts of Israel would hold meeting there, 
it is reasonable to think that the rest assembled in some 
Other holy place. Such were their synagogues, which Philo 
(in his book of the embassy to Caius) calls plates of se- 
condary holiness. And Maimonides discourses at large 
of the holiness of synagogues and schools in his book of 
Prayer and the Priests' Blessing,, cap. 11. (See upon Lev. 
xix. 30.) 

Men, women, and children.'] Though the males only were 
bound to go up to the great feasts, yet many devout women 
went also voluntarily, as appears by Hannah, 1 Sam. i. 3,4. 
And all the women in Jerusalem were likewise bound to 
attend at these solemnities, with the children who were ca- 
pable of instruction. (See Nehcm. viii. 2, 3.) To whom 
some person of authority read the law in their court, while 
the king or the house of David was reading it in the court 
of the men of Israel. 

And the stranger tltat is within thy gates.] Such as were 
proselytes to the Jewish religion; not excluding those who 
were only proselytes of the gate, if they would come to 
their assemblies. 

That they may hear, and that they may learn, and fear 
the Lord your God, and observe to do all the words of this 
law.] That by this means they might be instructed in the 
true way of worshipping God (which is here called his 
fear), and to his worship and service add a careful obe- 
dience to all that he commanded in this book, which they 
might read (and were bound to do so) in their own private 
houses, and which they heard read every sabbath-day in 
their public synagogues. For which, indeed, there is no 
particular command in the law; but they being commanded 
to teach their children every day at home the things con- 
tained in the law, and consequently to Tcad it, (vi. 7, 8. xi. 
1G.) they thought it most reasonable to have it read on the 
sabbath in their public assemblies, where some portion of 
the law was read; but now the whole volume, as an au- 
thentic testimony of the whole nation, to the truth of what 
is contained in these books. 



Ver. 13. Tliat their children which have not lenown any 
thing.] For the early instruction of posterity in the sacred 
authority of this law. 

May hear, and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long 
as ye live in the land, &c] Be preserved in the true reli- 
gion, by so' solemn an acknowledgment made by the king 
himself, that God delivered all these laws to M.oses. Ac- 
cordingly we find that Joshua, their supreme governor 
after the death of Moses, did read all the words of the law, 
not omitting a word that Moses commanded, before all the 
congregation, with women, and the little ones, and the 
strangers, that were conversant among them, (Josh. viii. 34, 
35.) But from that time to the reign of Jehoshaphat, 
(2,Chron. xvii. 7, 8, &c.) which is commonly computed to be 
five hundred and thirty years, we find no mention of a pub- 
lic reading of it. Nor from that time to the eighteenth 
year of king Josiah, (2 Chron. xxxiv. 30, 31.) which was 
the space of two hundred eighty and two years; nor from 
that time till after the captivity of Babylon, (Nehera. viii. 
2, 3, &c.) By which neglect they more easily Tell into idol- 
atry, and continued in it, more or less, till that captivity; 
for a forgetfulncss of the law ensued upon this neglect. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy days 
approach that thou must die.~] He admonishes him, that the 
end of his days upon earth was near, when he must resign 
up his office into the hands of Joshua, who had been before 
appointed his successor, (Numb. x*vii.) 

Call Joshua, and present yourselves in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, that I may give you a charge.] This was 
done, I suppose, in the face of all the people, to whom 
Moses had been speaking, (ver. 1, 2.) to give Joshua the 
greater authority, and to make him reverenced by them, 
when they saw he was appointed by God himself to be 
their governor; as he had been before ordained publicly 
by God's order, (Numb, xxvii. 18, 19, &c.) 

And Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves in 
tlie tabernacle of the congregation.] In the court of the sanc- 
tuary, with their faces towards it; for it was not lawful for 
any but the priests to go into the sanctuary itself. Some 
indeed have thought, that, by a special order from God, Jo- 
shua was now admitted into it: but this seems to me to be 
contradicted by the next verse, which saith God appeared 
in a cloud over the door of the tabernacle. 

Ver. 15. And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a 
pillar of a cloud.]- This signifies, that the glory of thc*Lord 
(as other places speak) appeared unto them, and unto the 
people, as it had.dohc upon many occasions, (Exod. xxxiii. 
9, 10. Numb. ix. 15. xvi. 42, 43.) 

And the pillar of the cloud stood over the door of the ta- 
bernacle.] Being a symbol. of the Divine presence, whose 
glory appeared out of the cloud, as it did Numb. xvi. 42. 
For the cloud was'always upon the tabernacle ; (Exod. xl. 
35. 38. Numb. ix. 18.) but when the Lord would strike an 
awe into the people, and move them to regard what he said 
or did, then the cloud stood at the door of the tabernacle, 
and the glory of the Lord came out of the most holy place, 
and appeared in it. 

Ver. 16. And the Lordsaid unto Moses.] Out of the cloud, 
1 suppose, as he did, Numb. xvi. 44. 

Behold, thou shalt sleep ivith thy fathers.] He fir^t admo- 
nished Moses again of his departure, in the audience,! 
suppose, of Joshua, who heard all the following admoni* 
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tion, to radko him raoro carefully observe the end and de- 
sign of it. 

Sleep is a common word for death, cither of good men or 
bad ; which was not used merely as a soft expression of 
that, which the heathen dreaded as the most terrible of all 
things; but to put them in mind, perhaps, that death should 
not last always, but they should as certainly rise ngain, as 
they lay down (so the word is in the Hebrew) to sleep with 
their fathers. 
And this people will rise.'] In rebellion. 
And go a whoring.] God, who searches all men's hearts, 
discerned such bad inclinations in this people, that he 
knew they would fall into idolatry (which is called going a 
whoring from him, as hath been often noted), notwithstand- 
ing all the means he had prescribed to prevent it. And 
therefore he adds one more, which was the learning them 
the following song; notwithstanding which, he foresaw, 
that after the death of Joshua, and the elders who survived 
liim, they would forsake him, and worship other gods. (See 
Tsal. cvi. 30. 38.) 

After the gods of the strangers of the land.] This is an 
unusual phrase, signifying no more than what he calls in 
other places strange gods. Though some think it imports 
peculiarly the gods of the Canaanitcs, who were the former 
inhabitants, but, being expelled, became strangers of the 
land. And thus Onkelos seems to have understood it, 
who translates it, 'aftir the idols of the people of the land. 
Which was a high aggravation of their sin, that they should 
worship such gods as had not been able to protect their 
servants. 

Whither they go to be among them.] This seems to coun- 
tenance the foregoing exposition. And God charges them 
in future ages with this, as a very great guilt, that they 
worshipped the gods of the Amorites, in whose land they 
dwelt, (Judg. vi. 10.) 

And will forsake me.] For he looked upon himself as for- 
saken (that is, not worshipped), if they worshipped any 
other god with him, (Exod. xx. 3.) 

And break my covenant which I have made with them.] 
This being the principal thing in the covenant (as I have 
often observed), that they should worship him alone. 
(Exod. xx. 22/23. xxiii. 32, 33. Dcut. v. 3, 4, &c. vi. 3, 
4;&c.) 

Ver. 17. Then my anger shall be kindled against them in 
that day.] So we read it was upon their very first apostacy 
to idolatry, (Judg. ii. 14.) and continued so in all ages, as 
we read frequently in that and the following books. (See 
there, ver. 20. and iii. 8, &c.) 

A7id I will forsake them.] Go no longer before them 
against their enemies, but deliver them up into their hands, 
(ver. 8.) ' ='.,,♦ 

And will hide my face from them.] Withdraw my favour 
and protection. So that they were devoured, as it follows, 
by their enemies, and wild beasts ; and many evils and 
troubles beset them; or, as the Hebrew phrase signifies, 
came upon them on a sudden. The prophet Ezekiel ex- 
presses this in these words, My face will I turn from them, 
(vii. 22.) The effect of which was, the Divine presence 
departed out of the sanctuary, and he left it (as he there 
speaks) to be polluted and defiled by robbers. And so it 
hero follows. 
So that they will say on that day, Are not time evils come 



ttpon us, because our God is not among us?] For whitherso- 
ever they went out, the hand of the Lord tvas against them 
for evil, as we read Judg. ii. 15. t hich was so remarkable a 
change, that it could not but at last make them reflect upon 
the causo of it ; as we fiud it did, and moved them to cry 
unto tho Lord for help, (iii. 9. 15. iv. 3, &c.) 

Ver. 18. And J will mrely hide my face from them, &c] 
He repeats it again, because they were a people dull of 
hearing. Or the former words may relate to their first cap- 
tivity, and these to. the last (as they call it), whereiu they 
now are. For they themselves take notice, that these words 
havo been fulfilled by the many calamities which have 
befallen them since the destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Romans. This appears from Schebet Judah, where So- 
lomon Virga) quotes this very verse, to prove that their pre- 
sent sufferings proceed not from nature, but from an angry 
God, more powerful than nature, as he speaks, sect. 13. - 

Ver. 19. Now therefore write ye.] This shews these w r ords 
were directed both to Moses and to Joshua, who was to 
take care, after Moses's death, to see this command ob- 
served. 

This song for you*] Which follows in the thirty-second 
chapter. 

And teach it the children of Israel.] Make, them get it by 
heart, as we now speak. 

Put it in their mouths.] That they might sing it, and thereby 
preserve it in their memory. For it hath been always 
thought the most profitable way of instructing people, and 
communicating things to posterity, by putting them into 
verse; and especially children and young people are best 
taught in this way. And the greater moment any thing is 
of, the more carefully it ought to be preserved ; which 
Plato himself thought could be done by no better means 
than this. And therefore, having spoken of the songs which 
he would have composed for the use of the people, he 
would have it enacted, Aav iravra av^ga koi 7reuSa, &c. that 
all men and children, whether bond or free, male or female, 
shoidd be bound through the whole city to sing such songs, 
and never cease so to do, &c. - (See Eu'scbius, lib.xii. Prae- 
par.Evang. cap. 32.) And Plato himself, lib. ii. de Legi- 
bus; where he gives a great many cautions about this mat? 
ter, and concludes that Tovro & Osou, f} Qdov rivbe, Sv ut}, 
p. 657. this must be tlie work of a god, or some godlike man. 
As if be had been acquainted with what Moses, the man of 
God, or rather God himself, here ordained, that every one 
should have this song in their mouths, as a means to pre- 
serve them in the worship of God alone. However, this 
justifies the admirable discipline of tho Hebrews in those 
ancient times, who were taught by such hymns, as the 
wisest men among the heathen in future times thought the 
best way of instruction. For which reason, as Aristotle 
reports in his Problems, (sect. 19- probl. 28.) people an- 
ciently-Sung their laws, as the Agathyrsi (he saith) conti- 
nued to do in his days, "Ojtwc w nr«Aa&uvrcu, that they 
might not be forgotten.' Particularly the laws of Charon- 
das (as Athenccus informs us out of Hermippus) were wont 
to be sung at Athens, Trap* olvov, over a glass of wine; and 
were therefore written in some sort of verse, or tunable 
measure, as our incomparable Dr.Uentley hath made it pro- 
bable, in his late Dissertation on the Epistles ofPhalaris, 
p. 373. Tully also (to add no more) tells us, that Cato, in 
his book de Originibus, reports, that it was the custom 
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among the old Romans to have the virtues and praises of 
famous men sung to a pipe at their feasts; which he thinks 
they learnt from the ancient Pythagoreans in Italy, who. 
were wont, carminibus prcecepta qucedam occultius tradere, 
to deliver in verses certain precepts, which were the greatest 
secrets in their philosophy; and composed the minds of 
the scholars to tranquillity, by songs and instruments of 
music. See upon Numb. xxi. 30. concerning this way of 
instruction. 

That this song may be a witness for me against the children 
of Israel] Testifying that they were sufficiently warned, 
and could not complain that they were not taught their, 
duty, and toldtheir danger; and reproving also their ingra- 
titude, and putting them in mind how ill they requited their 
God, (ver. 21.) 

Ver. 20. For when I have brought them unto the land 
wlrich Isivare unto their fathers, thatjloweth with milk and 
honey.] See vi. 10, &c. xv. 8, 9. 

And they shall have eaten, and filled themselves, and 
waxen fat.] See viii. 10 — 12, &c. xxvii. 15. 

Then they will turn unto other gods, and serve them, &c] 
Against which he had most solemnly forewarned them, in 
the places beforcmentioned, and xi. 16. xii. 29, 30. 

Ver. 21. And it shall come to pass, when many evils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this song shall testify against 
them as a tvitness.] That they are most justly punished for 
their foul ingratitude and unbelief, with which this song 
upbraided them; having told them plainly (xxxii. 18, 19.) 
what would be the effect of their forsaking him; and at the 
delivery of it, God having solemnly said here, (ver. 17.) 
that when they went a whoring from him he would forsake 
them, and hide his face from them. 

For it shall not be forgotten out of the mouth of their 
seed.] The calamities which fell upon them, according to 
what is predicted in this song, brought it to their remem- 
brance when they had forgotten it, or did not regard it. For 
these words do not seem to be a precept requiring them to 
remember this song, but a prediction, foretelling that their 
miseries should not suffer them quite to forget it. 

For I know their imagination which they go about, even 
n<nv, before I have brought them into the land which Isware.] 
He saw the secret inclinations and designs which were in 
their hearts ; and perceived that at that very present they 
hankered, as we speak, after idols. 

Ver. 22. Moses therefore wrote this song tfie same day.] 
And so did Joshua, (as he was commanded, ver. 19.) who 
spake the words of this song unto the people. as well as 
Moses, xxxii. 44. 

And taught it the children of Israel.] Commanded tliem 
to learn it, (ver. 19.) In order to which, the Jews say, 
eve ry man was bound to write for himself a copy of it: 
and more than that, they make it one of the affirmative pre- 
cepts (as Maimonides tells us), which obliged every Israel- 
ite to write out the whole book of the law with his own 
hand. For so they interpret those words, (ver. 19.) Write 
ye this song for you, as if they were spoken to all the peo- 
ple, and their meaning had been, Write ye this law for you, 
wherein is this song; for they were not to write the law by 
small parts and sections (as his words are), but all of it 
entirely. And if a man's parents had left him a copy, yet 
he was bound to write one himself; or if he could not 
write, to procure one to be written for him by some other 
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person, &c. (SeeSchickard's Mischpat Hammelech, cap. 2. 
Theor.5.) 

Ver. 23. And he gave Joshua the son of Nun a charge.] 
That is, the Lord, who had hitherto spoken to him by 
Moses, now spake to him himself, and gave him this charge, 
to gain him the greater authority. For which end he had 
ordered Joshua to present himself before him, together with 
Moses, (ver. 14.) 

Be strong, and of a good courage.] Which he repeats to, 
him after the death of Moses, Josh. i. 6, 7. 

For thou shalt bring the children of Israel into the land 
which I sxoare unto them.] 1 have appointed thee ,to be the 
captain of my people, to lead them into the land of Canaan. 

And I will be with thee.] To give him success in all his, 
enterprises. Which words being spoken in the audience of; 
all the people, (as maybe supposed from ver. 14.) made 
them readily submit to the authority of Joshua, and confide 
in his conduct/ 

Ver. 24. And it came to pass, when. Moses had made an 
end of writing the xvords of this law in a book, until they 
were finished.] The whole book of his laws, which he put 
together before his death ; as I said on ver. 9. 

Ver. 25. Iliat Moses commanded the Levites, &c.] The 
priests, who were of the tribe of Levi. (See ver. 9.) 

Ver. 26. Take this book of the law, mid put it in the side 
of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God.] Not in 
the inside of it; for he doth not say, put it into the ark, 
but in the side of the ark, that is, on the outside, in a little 
box, as Jonathan and others expound it. For it is the very, 
same phrase with that, 1 Sam. vi. 8. where the Philistines 
are said to have put the jewels of gold, which they returned 
for a sin-offering, in a coffer by the side of the ark; where 
none could put it but the high-priest, because nobody else 
might go into the holy place where the ark was. And there- 
fore those priests who received the book of the law from 
Moses delivered it to Eleazar, to be there placed. See 
Buxtorf. Histor. Arcze, cap. 5. and Huetius, more lately,: 
in his Demonstratio Evangelica, propos. iv. cap. de Can. 
Libr. Sacrorum, sect. 8. where he observes, that li.Meir, 
in both the Talmuds, Abarbinel himself, .and many others, 
have been of opinion, from this very place, that the book 
of the law was put into the ark itself, being no less precious 
than the tables of stone which were there. But the Scrip- 
ture tells us, there was nothing in the ark save the two tables 
of stone, (1 Kings viii. 9. 2 Chron. v. 10.) and their reason 
is good for nothing, the two tables far excelling this book, 
because written by the finger of God; and therefore other; 
great doctors among the Jews rightly place it without the 
ark, as the very words of Moses import. 

That it may be there for a witness against thee] It was 
deposited in that place as a public record, that if any one 
should falsify or deprave any thing in the law (as Abarbi- 
nel interprets it), he might be convicted out of thisbook, 
which was sacredly preserved to be produced as a witness 
against him. Or(astheaiUhorof TzerorHammor expresses 
it), that if they should be so wicked as to lose the books 
of the law, this copy, kept under the care of the priests, 
might remain to testify what was the will of God. As we see 
it did in the days of Josiah, when it was casually found in 
the house of God, as they were about the reparations of it : 
though I cannot -say they found it in the side of the ark, 
but rather upon the roof of the house, or in the rafters; 
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where the prie-sts liad hid it, as some of the Jews think, 
when Manasseh endeavoured to destroy this authentic copy 
of the law, as he had done all other that ho could find; and 
when they came to uncover the house, there it appeared. 

Ver. 27. For I htoiv thy rebellion, and thy stiff 'neck, ,] I have 
been sufficiently acquainted with your perverse disposition. 
Behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have 
been rebellious against the Lord; and hoiv much more after 
my death?'] For it was not likely they would have a greater 
regard to Joshua than they had to him, who had such near 
familiarity with God, as never any man had. 

Ver. 28. Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes.'] 
I suppose after Moses had spoke to the peoplo what God 
ordered, ver. 1, 2, &c. (see there), he dismissed them again, 
that he might write the book of the law, (ver. 0.) and deliver 
it to the priests, &c. and then write this song (which fol- 
lows in the next chapter), ver. 19. 22, &c. which being 
done, he is ordered here to summon all the elders of the 
several tribes, (and with them all the people came, ver. 30.) 
that he might deliver to them, by word of mouth, the song 
which he had wrote. 

And your officers.] I have frequently observed that those 
schoterim (which we translate officers) were but ministers to 
their ciders or judges. (See Exod. v. 14. Deut. i. 15. xvi. 
18.) Unto which I shall add here only the words of Abar- 
binel ; The office of the schoterim was to see that the sen- 
tence which the judges had given was observed, and to 
compel men to it. They w r ho would have more may find 
a long roll of authors, who are of this mind, both Jews and 
Christians, in Jo. Benedic. Carpzovius upon Schickard's 
Jus Regium; who hath also said a great deal to the same 
purpose, cap. 4. Theor. 14. 

That I may speak these words in their ears.] The song 
which God had suggested to him, and commanded him to 
writo, (ver. 19. 22.) 

And call heaven and earth to record against them.] Call the 
whole world to witness how wicked they arc, if they fall 
from God, after such care to preserve them in his obedience. 
< Ver. 29. For I know that after my death you will utterly 
corrupt yourselves.] Fall to the foulest idolatry. (Judg.ii. 19.) 
And turn aside from the way which I have commanded 
you.] Departing from that way of God which I have de- 
livered to you by this command. It was a very melan- 
choly thing for Moses to leave the world in this belief, that 
all his pains would be lost upon them; but he comforted 
himself in doing his duty to the very last, and omitting no 
means to secure them from apostacy. 

And evil v;ill befal you in the latter days.] This seems 
to express a foresight, that they would not immediately re- 
volt, but after the death of Joshua, and of the elders who 
survived him, (Judg. ii. 7. 11, 12, &c) 

Because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke 
him to anger through the zvork of your hands.] By making 
images, after the manner of other nations, and bowing 
down to them, and worshipping them, Judg. ii. 12, 18. iii.7. 
where the groves signify tho images in the groves. 

Ver. 30. And Moses spake.] With the assistance of Jo- 
shua, xxxii. 41. 

In the ears of all the congregation of Israel.] Whom the 
ciders and officers (ver. 28.) had assembled, according to 
their tribes and families ; unto whom they went severally, 
and spake these words in their hearing. 
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TJte words of this song.] Which follows in the next chap- 
ter, and much differs, in the raised expressions and lofti- 
ness of the style, from tho rest of tuis book hitherto. 

Until they were ended.] Omitted nothing, but completely 
delivered this song to them ; or they spake all these words 
to them, at the same time, with one continued speech. I 
observed before that the most ancient way of instruction 
was by poetical compositions, which was more ancient 
than rhetorical discourses. And as their chief learning did 
consist of poetry, so the excellency of their poetry was seen 
in the proper and native subject of this faculty, that is, in 
masters of sacred use or observation : from whence the title 
of vates descended unto secular and profane poets, who 
retained the manner of speech used by the former. But, 
as Conrad us Pellicanus here truly observes, (and see my 
notes oh Exod. xv. 1.) the Scripture poetry doth not con- 
sist in the cadency and number, pf syllables, contrived to 
please the ear, but in brief and weighty sentences, simply 
and sincerely composed in a lively manner, to enlighten the 
understandings, move the affections, and stick in the me- 
mory. And the ancients (as a great man of our own ob- 
serves) had this advantage of later poets, "That the fashion 
of the world (as he speaks), in their times, was more apt 
to ravish their thoughts with admiration ; wonderful events 
being then more frequent, and their frequency not abating, 
but rather increasing their w r onderment, because their va- 
riety was very great, and the apprehension of invisible or 
supernatural powers in those events was usual and un- 
doubted. So that admiration was then enforced upon men 
and the breasts of those who diligently observed those 
events, or were any way disposed by nature to it, were in- 
spired with lively and sublime affections, apt to vent them- 
selves in such poetical phrases and resemblances as we 
cannot reach, unless wc raise our invention by imitation, 
and sXir up admiration by meditation and study. But now 
our senses being neither moved with such extraordinary 
effects of God's power, nor our minds bent to observe the 
ways of his wisdom, so as to be stricken with true obser- 
vation of them, w r e haye fewer good sacred poems than of 
any other kind." 

Thus Dr. Jackson, book i. on the Creed, chap. 14. 
David Chytraeus also hath an excellent discourse on this 
subject, to shew that the ancient poetry among the heathen 
contained the doctrine of God, and of celestial things ; all 
the offices and rewards of virtue, with the punishment of 
vice ; the history of their kings, and the noble acts of fa- 
mous men, torn. i. of his works, p. 154, &c. where he con- 
firms this out of the verses of Orpheus, who lived (as he 
computes) about a hundred and fifty years before David ; 
and those of Pindar, Simonides, and the rest, who lived in 
the timo of the war with Xerxes. But Moses led the way 
to them all ; whose mind w r as raised to that sublimity of 
thoughts and speech which we find in his songs, by admi- 
ration of those strange events which he saw, Exod. xv. 
Numb. xxi. and here in the next chapter, wherein he was 
followed by Deborah, Barak, and Hannah, &c. in after- 
times, Judg. v. 1 Sara. ii. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

Ver. 1. \jrlVE ear, O ye heavens, and Itcill speak; and 
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.] He calls angels 
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and men to bear witness (xxx. 19.) that the Israelites had 
been admonished of their duty, and warned of their dan- 
ger ; and this, not by words of his own invention, but which 
were put into his mouth by the Spirit of God* Or (after an 
elegant form of speech) he calls upon all insensible crea- 
tures, every where, to listen to him, that he might awaken 
the Israelites out of their stupidity, or upbraid them as a 
people that had ears to hear, and would not hear him. 
And, as some of themselves have observed, he may be 
thought to intimate hereby, that if they would not hearken 
and keep his precepts, the heavens were forbidden to g^vfe 
them rain, and the earth to bring forth fruit. The gloss also 
of the Jerusalem Targum is not amiss, that Moses, being 
shortly to die, calls the heavens and the earth, which en- 
dure through all ages, to be witnesses against them when he 
was gone. But the following observation is too curious : 
That Isaiah, when he prophesied, u e. being far remote 
from the heavens, and near to the earth, calls upon the hea- 
vens to hear, and the earth to give ear, or attend : whereas 
Moses, quite contrary, approaching now very near to the 
heavens, calls upon them to Attend or give ear, and, being 
ia spirit remote from the earth, bids it hear, 

Ver. 2. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech 
shall distil as the dew.'] Or, Let my doctrine drop, &c. For 
this seems to be a prayer, that his words, Avhich were sent 
from heaven to them, might sink into their hearts, and 
soften them, as the drops of rain and the dew do the earth, 
and produce such fruits of obedience as might make them 
happy. 

As the small rainupon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass.] The aforesaid Targum thus paraphrases 
this whole verse : Let the doctrine of my law be as sweet 
upon the children of Israel as the rain; and the word of my 
mouth be received by them as the delectable dew: let it be as 
gentle showers ref resiling the grass, and as the drops of the 
latter rain, descending and watering the blades of corn in 
the month of March. 

Ver. 3. Because I will publish the name of the Lord.] For 
my song shall be concerning the Lord of heaven and earth, 
whose glorious perfections I will proclaim; which make 
him the sole object of your worship. 

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God.] Acknowledge there- 
fore the infinite power of our God; and his sovereign do- 
minion over all ; and give honour and service to nono be- 
sides him. 

These three first verses seem to be the prefacie to the 
song; and now follows the song itself; which Josephus 
calls Uoinaw i^afievQov, a poem in hexameter verse, (lib. ir. 
Antiq. cap. 8.) 

Ver. 4. He is the Rock.] Always endures, and never 
dianges; so that in him we may find at all times a sure 
refuge. 

His ivork is perfect.] Whatsoever he undertakes, he per- 
fects and completes it. 

For all his ways are judgment.] He cloth nothing without 
the greatest reason, and according to the rules of the ex- 
actest justice. 

A God of truth.] Who is faithful to his promises. 

And without iniquity.] And never deceives or wrongs 
any man. 

Just and right is he.] Nor will he punish any man with- 
out a cause, or more than he deserves. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



Maimonides takes the first words of this verse, He is the 
Rock, to signify the first principle, and the efficient cause 
of all things without himself. For so the word Rock is used, 
when God bids the children of Israel look to the rock ont of 
ivhich they were hewn, (Isa. li. 1.) that is, to Abraham their 
father, from whom they were. descended. And so he thinks 
it signifies, ver. 18. of this chapter, Of the Rock that begat 
thee, thou art unmindful, i. e. of God, the author of their 
being. And again, ver. 30* their Rock (t. e. the Lord) sold 
them. (See More Ncvochim, par. i. cap. 1G.) And then 
by the next "words, his way is perfect, he thinks is ineaht, 
that as he is the creator of all tilings, so there is no defect 
or superfluity in his works. For he takes these words to 
be the same with those, Gen. i. 31. God saw every thing that 
he hadmade, and, behold, it was very good. (Sec there, par. 
ii; cap. 28. and par. iii. cap. 25.) And as his Avorks of 
creation are most perfect, so are his works of providence ; 
for he governs the world Avith the greatest judgment and 
justice. So he seems to understand the next words, (par. 
iii. cap. 17.) all his ways are judgment. We are ignorant of 
the methods and reasons of his judgments, yet no injustice 
or iniquity is to be ascribed to him. But all the evil and 
all the good that bcfals any man, or the whole church, 
proceeds from the just and equal judgment of God. And 
more largely, cap. 49. " Our narrow minds cannot appre- 
hend either the perfection of his works, of the equity of his 
judgments ; for we apprehend his admirable works only 
by parts, whether we look upon the bodies of animals, or 
the celestial spheres: and in like manner we apprehend but 
a little of his judgments; for that of which we are ignorant 
in both, is far more than that which we know of either." I 
conclude this with the words of the author of Scpher Cosri, 
(par. iii. sect. 11.) €i He that believes "this, that all God's 
works are perfect, and his ways judgment, will always lead 
a sweet and pleasant life; all afflictions will be made light 
to him, nay, he will rejoice that his iniquities are hereby 
alleviated, and that he shall one day be rewarded for his 
patience ; which he teaches men by his example, and thereby 
justifies the judgments of God." With respect to which, I 
suppose, the Jews now begin the prayer which they make 
at the burial of their dead, with this verse of Moses's song. 
Which prayer they call tzidduck haddin, i. e. just judgment, 
as Leo Modena observes, in his History of the present 
Jews, par. v. chap. 8. 

Ver. 5. They have corrupted themselves, &c] I know 
not how to justify this translation, nor that in the margin, 
He hath corrupted himself. Maimonides translates them 
better; making these words a question, and the next words 
in answer to them, in this manner: Hid lie (i. e. God, the 
Rock before spoken' of) do him any hurt? For the Hebrew 
word scecheth, with lamed after it, signifies to hurt, or de- 
stroy, Numb, xxxii. 15. 1 Sam. xxiii. 10. (as Joh. Coc- 
ccius observes, in his Ultima Mosis, sect; 701.) And so 
the meaning is, Is God to blame for the evils that befall 
him ? i. e. Israel. Unto which the answer follows in the 
next words, which we thus translate — 

Tiieir spot is not the spot of his children.] In the He- 
brew, the first word of this sentence is lo, i.e. not, or ?to. 
Which the accent tipcha (as they call it) under it, shews 
is not to be joined with the words that follow (banau mit- 
mam), hut taken by itself, being a denial of the foregoing 
question. And these words arc thus to be translated, No, 
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his children are their blot; L e. all the evil that befalls them 
is the fruit of their children's wickedness. And so theso 
words nrc in effect the same with those of Solomon, Prov. 
xix. " The foolishness of man pcrvcrtcth his way, and his 
heart fretteth against the Lord :* he complains of God, 
when the fault is in himself. (See More Nevochim, par. 
iii. cap. 12.) 

Onkclos translates it thus: They corrupted to themselves, 
not to him, children that served idols; i. e. as Paulus Fagius 
observes, They hurt themselves, not God, when, leaving 
him the true God, they turned to idols ; for the word cor- 
rupt is commonly used in Scripture, where it speaks of the 
sin of idolatry. The Jerusalem paraphrast aims at the 
same sense. 

They are a perverse and crooked generation.] The whole 
body of them arc untoward and untractablo, walking con- 
trary to God in all their ways; for there being a gemination 
(as they speak) of a syllable in the latter of these words 
(pethalthol), it increases the sense, and makes it the same 
with the superlative degree among us, importing the highest 
obliquity imaginable. And these words were never more 
exactly fulfilled than in the days of our blessed Saviour, 
who calls them a wicked and adulterous, a faithless and 
perverse generation, (Matt. xvi. 4. xvii. 17.) And in the 
days of the apostles, who call them 'Atwoucj ah absurd 
kind of people, (2 Thess. iii. 3.) tvho pleased not God, and 
were contrary to all men, (1 Thess. ii. 15.) 

Ver. G. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people 
and unwise?] He upbraids them with their senseless folly 
and fonl ingratitude y which in the following words he de- 
monstrates, by representing the obligations he had laid 
upon them. 

Is not he thy father.] Having adopted them in a pe- 
culiar manner to be his children, above all other people. 

Who hath bought thee?] When he rescued them from the 
slavery of Egypt. 

Hath not hemade thee.] Advanced them (for so the word 
asa is translated, 1 Sam. xii. G.) to be a great and mighty 
people. (See Psal. c. 3.) 

And established thee?] By settling them in excellent 
order, under the government of most wise and righteous 
laws. (See the fourth chapter of this book, ver. 7,8.) 
. Ver. 7. Remember the days of old.] Look back as far as 
you aro able. 

Consider the years of many generations.] Consult the 
most ancient records ; which would inform them how God 
chose their father Abraham long ago, and promised to 
.bless his posterity, as he did Isaac and Jacob in a most 
eminent manner; and sent Joseph by a wonderful pro- 
vidence into Egypt to preserve them from starving, &c. 

Ask thy father, and he will shew thee ; thy elders, and 
they will tell thee.] All this is to express the same thing, 
that they should advise with those that knew more than 
themselves; and particularly with old men (as the word 
may be understood which wo translate elders), who, by the 
benefit of their great age, had heard and seen more than 
others, and could tell them how God had dealt with them, 
ever since he brought them by a wonderful power out of 
the land of Egypt. 

Ver. 8. When the Most High divided to the nations their 
inheritance.] Ho directs them still to look farther back, 
and they would find that long before Abraham's time God 



had them in his thoughts, even when he divided the earth 
among the sons of Noah and their posterity after the flood, 
(Gen. x. 5. 25. 32.) 

Wkm he separated the sons of Adam.] Or, the sons of 
men; who were one people, till he scattered them into se- 
veral parts of the earth, and separated them into divers 
nations, by confounding their language, (Gen. xi. 8, 9.) 

He set the bounds of the people, according to the number 
of the children of Israel.] He had then the children of Is- 
rael in his mind, before they were a nation; andmadesuch 
a ^distribution to other people (particularly to the seven 
nations of Canaan), within such bounds and limits, as that 
there might be sufficient room for so numerous a people as 
the Israelites, when they came to take possession of that 
country. 

How the LXX. came to translate these words thus, 
He appointed the bounds of the nations according to the 
number of the angels, it is hard to say. Bochartus hath 
made the best conjecture about it (which was hinted by De 
Muis before him), lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 15. that they had a 
bad copy before them, which left out the three first letters 
of Israel ; and so they read Baneel, the children of God, 
meaning the Israelites. Instead of which some tran- 
scribers put the angels of God, because they are some- 
times called his sons. Which led the ancient Greek fa- 
thers, who followed this translation, into great difficulties: 
and it grew a common opinion, that every nation was under 
the government of an angel ; which seems to.be the mean- 
ing also of the son of Sirach, Ecclus. xvii. 17. And many 
others fancying that God divided the nations according to 
the number of the children of Israel, when they came into 
Egypt, which was just seventy, they thence gather there 
were just so many distinct nations, and so many several 
languages; which is a conceit of some of the Jews, as 
Sir. Seldcn observes, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 9. But Bo-* 
chart, in the place abovenamed, hath given the plain and 
simple meaning of this place in these words: " God so 
distributed the earth among the several people that were 
therein, that he reserved, or in his counsel designed, such 
a part of the earth for the Israelites, who w T cre then unborn, 
as he knew would afford a commodious habitation to a 
most numerous nation." 

Ver. 9. For the Lord's portion is his people.] And not sa- 
tisfied with this kindness, he chose them alone, out of nil 
other nations, to be under his special care, and to enjoy 
singular privileges, which none other had; and therefore 
they are called his peculiar treasure, (Exod. xix. 5.) This 
Origen maintains to be true against all the cavils of Cclsus, 
lib. v. p. 250. edit. Cantabr. where he shews how bene- 
ficial their laws were; and that they were taught so early to 
know God, to believe the immortality of the soul, and re- 
wards and punishments in the life to come, as demonstrated 
they were distinguished from all other people whatsoever. 
(See p. 260.) 

Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.] This is the same thing 
repeated in other words; alluding to the manner of mea- 
suring and dividing lands by cords, as the word in the 
Hebrew is, which we translate lot. (See Psal. xvi. G. and 
chap. 4. of this book, ver. 20.) 

Ver. 10. He found him in a desert land.] There he first 
took the Israelites to be his peculiar people ; for so the 
word we translate found frequently signifies. As in Psal. 



%* V« U J 



CHAP. XXXII.] 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



33 



cxvi. 3. the pains of hell gat hold upon me; where in the 
Hebrew the words axe, found me. And in the New Testa- 
ment, (Rom. iv. 1.) Wliat shall we say then, that Abraham 
our father Jutth found? that is, attained. 

In the waste howling wilderness.] Desolate and void of 
all sustenance; where nothing was to be heard but the 
howlings and yellings of wild beasts, (Deut. viii-15.) 

He led him about.] Conducted the Israelites from place 
to place, (Numb, xxxiii. 1, 2, &c.) 

He instructed him.'] Gave them his laws, (Exod. xx. 1, 2, 
&c. xxxiv. I. 10, &c.) 

He kept him as the apple of his eye.] Protected and de- 
fended them from all dangers with extraordinary care; for 
there is nothing of which we are more tender than the sight 
of our eyes ; which God hath guarded by several coats and 
humours, and eye-lids fenced with hairs, to preserve it from 
hurt. Unto which B. Levi ben Gersom thinks these words 
allude. 

Ver. 11. As an eagle stirreth'ttp her nest, &,c] Eagles are 
observed to have a most tender affection to their young 
ones; who are here meant by her nest, as Bochartus ob- 
serves (it being a common figure used by other authors, to 
put continens pro contento), whom she provokes to fly 
(which is meant by stirring up her nest) by fluttering over 
them with her wings stretched out. Upon which she' takes 
them while they are so weak and feeble that they fail in 
their attempt to fly, and supporteth them till they recover 
strength to commit themselves unto the air. See Hicrozoi- 
con, par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 3. and I. G. Vossius de Orig. et 
Progr. Idolol. lib. iii. cap. 77. where he observes, that 
this kindness to her young ones is chiefly found in the black 
eagle; though something of it be seen in others; which may 
be the reason they lay but a few eggs, because they arc not 
able to educate many young ones with such tender care. 

Ver. 12. So the Lord alone did lead him.] Numb. xiv. 
•14. This is an exact resemblance of God's tender care of 
his people Israel. Whom he solicited, by Moses and 
Aaron, to aspire after their liberty, when they were op- 
pressed in Egypt; just as an eagle excites her young ones, 
when they lie drowsy in the filth of their nest, to fly away. 
And as the eagle flutters over them, with her wings spread 
abroad, so God by his Spirit moved the Israelites to be 
obedient to their deliverers out of Egypt. For Moses uses 
the very same word, when he speaks of the Spirit of God 
moving upon the waters, Gen. i. 2. And as the eagle carries 
her fainting young ones on her wings, so God supported 
them when they were weary, and upheld them in dangerous 
ways. Insomuch, that he is said to carry them in his 
arms, as a father doth his child, (Deut. i. 31. Hosea i.l. 3.) 
See Bochartus in the place abovenamed, cap. 4. 

And. there teas no strange god with him.] To help or assist 
him: but by his almighty power alone they were protected 
and preserved. Which made their sin the more heinous, 
in sacrificing to other gods, (ver. 17.) as if they had been 
their benefactors. 

Ver. 13. He made him ride On the high places of the 
earth.] Brought the Israelites in a triumphant manner to 
possess a noble country, full of lofty and very fruitful 
mountains, which were in Canaan, where they lived deli- 
riously. So to ride signifies, as Bochartus thinks, laute et 
opipare viverc. Which he justifies by that place in Hosea, 
;x. 11. 1 will make Ephraim to ride; Judah shall plough, and 
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Jacob shall break his clods; that is, saith he, the people of 
Israel lived in pleasure, when Judah lived laboriously, 
(par. i. Hierozoic. lib. i. cap. 41.) But to ride signifies, also, 
to subdue and conquer; which may be the meaning here, 
Psal. xiv. 4. Ixvi. 12. and to have dominion and rule, as 
Maimonides interprets it, in his More Nevochim, par. i. 
cap. 70. In which sense ijt is said of God himself, in the 
next chapter of this hook, He rideth upon the heavens for 
thy help, ver. 26. And he rideth upon Araboth the highest 
heavens, (Psal. Ixviii. 4.) 

That he might eat the increase of the field.] Abundance 
of corn and fruit. 

And he made him to suck honey out of the rock.] Wild 
honey; which was esteemed an excellent food in tliat 
country, and was sometimes found upon the ground, some- 
times in the hollow part of trees, and sometimes in the 
clefts of rocks, as Bochartus observes out of good authors, 
(Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iv. cap. 15.) This rock-honey 
seems to be spoken of as the best of this kind, being 
joined with the finest wheat, Psal. Ixxxj. ult. 

And oil out of the flinty rock.] No part of this country 
being barren, but affording something or other for their sus-. 
tenance; though' some say that the olive-tree thrives best 
in rocky places. Columella himself observes, that it doth 
not delight either in low places or in high, but " magis mo- 
dicos clivos amat," but rather loves the sides of moderately- 
rising hills, (lib. vi. cap. G.) And D. Chytraeus notes, that 
as the most generous wine is produced upon the Rhine, be- 
low Mentz, out of the hardest flints; " sic oleae locis petro- 
sis sterilibus non infelicitcr proveniunt ;" so olive-trees 
grow prosperously in stony andbarrenplaces,(tom.\.p.l73.) 

Ver. 14. Butter of kine.] The use of butter was very 
ancient among the Hebrews, though lately known to the 
Greeks, (as I observed upon Gen. xviii. 8.) and it was ac- 
counted an excellent food. 

And milk of sheep.] Which the Scripture often mentions, 
(Isa. vii. 21, 22. 1 Cor. ix. 1. 7.) And under the word tzon, 
as hath been often observed, goats also are comprehended; 
whose milk likewise is mentioned, Proy. xxvii. 27. Aris- 
totle mentions both, and so doth Columella, and a great 
many others, in Bochart's Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii.cap, 
45, whero he proves that they made butter of these milks, 
as well as of cows. 

With the fat of lambs.] Well fed. For carim properly 
signifies pasture sheep, as the same Bochart there observes, 
(cap. 43.) 

And rams of the breed ofBashan.] A country famous for 
excellent pasture ; being €uJ3otoc koL tvavSrjg, &c. as St. Cy- 
ril calls it. (See Numb, xxxii. 1. 4.) 

And goats.] Of the breed of that country. 

With the fat of kidneys of ivheat.].Thc Hebrews call the 
best of every kind of thing by the name of the fat. And 
the kidneys of wheat signify large and plump corn, afford- 
ing great plenty of flour. Cajetau thinks it signifies wheat 
as big as a kidney; or rather, having that shape,, as our 
kidney-beans have. 

And thou shalt drink the pure blood of the grapes.] Most 
generous red wine ; very clear and bright. So Achil. Ta- 
tius, lib. ii. calls wine at/aa fiorpvuv. 

Jiaimonides, in his More Nevochim, par. ii. cap. 47. 
takes all the expressions in this verse to be metaphorical, 
signifying (as Onkelos allegorizes them) the possession of 
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all their enemies' cities and goods, after they bad poured out 
their blood like water on the ground. 

Vcr. 15. Jeshunm waxed fat.] Grew rich, saith Onkelos 
and the Jerusalem Targum. 

And kicked.] Against him who fed him so plentifully and 
deliciously. It seems to bo a metaphor taken from oxen, 
who, being stirred up with a goad to labour, lift up their 
heels and kick against him who pricks them forward. So 
did the Israelites when they were urged and pressed to their 
duty by tho prophets ; not only despised, but evil-entreated 
thciri. 

Why Israel is called Jeshunm is not easy to resolve. 
Jo. Cocceius (in his Ultima Mosis, sect. 973.) derives it 
from Shur, which signifies to see, behold, or descry. From 
whence, in the future tense and the plural number, comes 
Jeshuru, which, by the addition of nun parogogicum, as 
they speak, makes Jeshurun, that is, The people who had 
the vision of God. I know nothing more simple, nor more 
probable than this ; which highly aggravated their sin, who, 
having God so nigh unto them, (iv. 7.) and their elders 
hiving had a sight of him, (Exod. xxiv. 10.)M r ere so un- 
grateful as to rebel against him, and worship other gods. 
Some refer this kicking to their revolt from the house of 
David ; when Jeroboam, to preserve his new kingdom, set 
up the golden calves, to prevent the return of the people to 
their old master, by going up to Jerusalem to worship. 

Thou art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art cor 
vcred with fatness.] This variety of expressions is used to 
signify how exceeding bountifully God had provided for 
them ; and withal, how very wanton and insolent they were 
grown, as cattle fed in a fat pasture are wont to be. The 
words with fatness (after covered) arc not in the Hebrew, 
but are well supplied out of other places, particularly 
Psal. xvii.10. 

Then he forsook God.] The Jerusalem Targum here hath 
it, They forsook the Word dfGod. 

Which made him.] Advanced them from a desert where 
he found them, (ver. G. 10.) into a very rich and plentiful 
country. This was the lamentable effect of their plethora, 
or fulness; unto which we are all too prone, as an excel- 
lent person of our own hath long ago observed. "Even 
such as seem most upright (saith he) when they wax fat, 
spurn with the heel, and cast away the memory of their 
misery, and of God's former mercy, behind their backs. 
And what was the reason that the Israelites waxed thus 
full and fat? Only because they did not use that ex- 
ercise which God had appointed to keep them under, and 
preserve their hearts from being lifted up: (Deut. viii. 11, 
&c.) ' Take heed to thyself, lest when thou hast eaten, and 
filled thyself, &.c. then thy heart be lifted up, and thou for- 
get the Lord thy God, which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt/ &c. The daily and lively representation, or re-, 
cognition of their condition there, should have been as usual 
to them as their meat and drink, yea, as it were, their thanks- 
giving before and after meats," as our Dr. Jackson speaks, 
book xi. on tho Creed; chap. 34. And Maimonides him- 
self, mentioning those very words, " Lest when thou hast 
eaten, and filled thyself," &c. very well observes, that to pre- 
vent pride and apostacy, which grow out of great plenty, 
God commanded them to offer their first-fruits before him 
every year, with a solemn confession, how poor they were 
in the beginning, and then raised by God to be a mighty 



people, (Deut. xxvi. 5, G, Sec.) For which end the Passover 
was instituted, " That they might remember the day when 
they came forth out of Egypt ail the days of their life/' 
(Deut. xvi. 3.) See JMorc Nevoch. par. ii. cap. 39. 

And lightly esteemed the Rock of their salvation.] As there 
was a progress in their insolent forgetfulness of God, ox- 
pressed in three phrases, which may signify three degrees 
of their stupidity (waxen fat, grown thick, and covered - 
with fatness), so some observe as many degrees of their 
rebellion : first, they kicked against God, i. e. threw off the 
yoke of his laws, and refused to observe them; secondly, 
they forsook God, and fell into idolatry; and, lastly, they 
lightly esteemed the Rock of their salvation. Where the 
Hebrew word nibbel signifies more than a light esteem ; for, 
if it come from nebelah, a dead carcass (as some think it 
doth), it denotes the greatest abhorrence, nothing being so 
much abominated among the Jews as a dead carcass, the 
touching of which was the highest pollution. And thus 
J. Cocceius and Campeg. Vitringa understand it; who ob- 
serve that this was never so fulfilled as in their behaviour 
towards our Lord Christ, who was indeed the Rock of their 
salvation, and so vilely used by them, as if he had been 
the most loathsome man upon earth. So Vitringa expounds 
these words, (in his Observ. Sacr. lib. ii. cap. 9. p. 173.) 
" instar flagitii tractavit rupem salutis sure." For this is a 
word used by God himself, when he would express his 
utter detestation of Nineveh, and his dealing with her ac- 
cording to her abominable wickedness, Nahum iii. G. " I 
will cast abominable filth upon thee, and make thee vile," 
&c. and when he speaks of the. disgrace he would put upon 
his own temple, Jer. xiv. 21. The LXX. indeed simply 
expound the word aviarr}, he departed; but the last words 
they expound ct7ro rov Otov awrfjpoc avrov, from God his 
Saviotir, as Onkelos also, his most mighty Redeemer. Which, 
in the most eminent sense, is the Lord Jesus; for none 
brought such salvation to them, and wrought such a re- 
demption for them, as he did; who is " the stone which 
God laid in Sion/'&c. (Isa. xxviii. 3G.) But instead of 
flying to him, as men in danger do to a rock, or strong 
fortress, they not only rejected him, but abused and put the 
highest indignities upon him. 

Ver. 10. They provoked him to jealousy.] Made him ex- 
tremely angry with them. For so jealousy is described as 
the rage of a man, Prov. vi. 34. 

With strange gods.] Whom they fell in love withal, and 
worshipped. This was the ground of his jealousy, their 
falseness to God, who had espoused them to himself. And 
the Hebrew word zar (strange) we sometimes translate 
another, (Job xix. 27.) So that a strange god and another 
god are the very same, (Psal. Ixxxi. 9. Exod. xx. 3.) 
Therefore God saith he will not give his glory to another, 
(Isa. xlii. 8.) and that their sorrows shall be multiplied 
.that hasten after another god, (Psal. xvi. 4.) 

With abominatio7t$ provoked they him to anger.] I take 
this to be a repetition of the same thing, their idols being 
called abominations, because God exceedingly hates them, 
(vii. 25. 1 Kings xi. 5.) Though R. Solomon and Abar- 
binel, by abominations, here understand those filthy mix- 
tures forbidden in Lev. xviii. with witchcrafts, and such- 
like Wickedness. And Abarbinel refers the first part of 
this verse to tho times under the first temple, when they 
worshipped the sun, moon, and stars ; and tho latter part 
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of it to the times under tlie second temple, when, though 
they were free from idolatry, they were corrupted with 
other abominable filthiness. 

Ver. 17. They sacrificed to devils, and not to God.] The 
Hebrew r word schedim, which we translate devils^ imports 
as much as destroyers; (as the devil is called, in the book 
of Revelation, ix. 11.) evil spirits delighting in mischief, 
and leading those that worship them into perdition. Though 
some think they are called schedim ironically, by way of 
scorn, the true God being Schaddai, the .Omnipotent, and 
All-sufficient ; and these called, by way of mockery, comk- 
terfeit gods, who had no power to help their worshippers, 
nor were sufficient to preserve themselves. Either of these 
accounts of the word is better than that of Manasseh 
ben Israel, who derives it from TXW a field, because they 
frequent desert places. But then they should have been 
called sedim, not schedim, as he must needs know, who 
was a great master in the Hebrew learning. The LXX. 
cell them here $atp6vta, and so doth the apostle, 1 Cor. 
x. 19. because the demons led men into the impiety of 
worshipping other gods, either themselves or other beings, 
which they persuaded simple people had some divinity in 
them; and that not only the stars, but even beasts here 
upon the earth, nay, onions and garlic, which they did 
not take to be gods, but things by which, as intermediate 
causes, their gods w T ere pleased or offended with them, and 
therefore worshipped them. 

- To gods whom they knew not.] Or, as the words may be 
translated, gods that knew not them, that is, had never 
bestowed any benefits upon them : for, as it follows, 
they were new gods, never before heard of by their an* 
cestors. 

New gods, that newly came up.] Such as Jeroboam's 
calves, invented out of his own brain ; and the gods of 
other nations, Moloch and Baal, which were new to the 
Israelites, and had not been known among them ; for the 
demon gods were of no great antiquity : Bel, or Baal (as 
he is called in the Chaldee dialect), the first king of Babel 
after Nimrod, being the first that ever was deified (as 
Mr. Mede observes), or reputed a god after his death ; 
whence all other demons were called Baalim, as all the 
Roman emperors were called Caesars, from the first emperor 
of that name. (See p. 776.) Besides which the heathens 
had another higher sort of demons, which had never been 
linked to a mortal body, viz. those we call angels, who 
the Israelites were taught to be but ministers unto their 
God, and therefore not to be worshipped. 

Wltom your fathers feared not.] That is, did not worship. 
This was a great aggravation of their guilt, that when they 
would have other objects of worship, they did not Teturn 
unto those whom their ancestors had reverenced (the Tera- 
plum, for instance, which were the gods of Laban and 
Rachel), for whose worship they might have pretended tra- 
dition; but chose gods whom their forefathers were not 
acquainted withal ; which was a token of a strange prone- 
ness to idolatry. And Maimonides, mentioning this verse, 
observes, that they worshipped not only things that had a 
being, but mere imaginations: for which he quotes these 
words of the book Siphri : " It was not enough that they 
worshipped the sun, moon, and stars, and celestial signs, 
but they worshipped their shadow." (More Ncvochim, 
par. iii. cap. 4G.) 
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Ver. 18. Of the Rock that begat thee.] God, the author of 
thy being. See ver. 4. 

Thou art unmindful.] Being wholly intent to idols, which 
they themselves have made. 

And hast forgotten God that formed thee.] Into a king- 
dom of priests, making them his peculiar people, (Exod. 
xix.5, 6.) 

Ver. 19. And when the Lord saw it, he abhorred them.] 
Cast them off as they had done him. 

Because of the provoking of his sons and of his dauglh* 
ters.] For* so they were till they corrupted themselves, and 
thereby highly incensed him against them : for nothing can 
be so provoking as the rebellion of children against a most 
indulgent parent. Maimonides translates it, By reason of his 
angdr against his sons and his daughters, More Nevochim, 
par. i. cap. 36. w r here he observes, we never find the word 
caas (which is hero. used, signifying indignation), in Scrip- 
ture, applied to God, but only when it speaks of idolatry. 
Ver. 20. And he said.] Resolved. 
I will hide my face from them.] See xxxi. 17, IS. 
I will see wliat their end shall be.] Not cease my judg- 
ments till I have brought the sorest calamities upon them, 
and made an end of thenr, that is, of their polity and 
government. 

For they are a very froward generation.] Incorrigibly 
wicked. 

Children in whom there is no faith.] Who had broken 
their covenant with him (xxxi. 16.) so often, that they were 
not to be trusted, when they made profession of repentance. 
The book of Judges, and, indeed, their whole history, testi- 
fies to the truth of this. 
Ver. 21. Tliey have moved me to jealousy.] See ver. 16. 
With that which is not God.] By worshipping God's 
creatures, or the work of their own hands. 

They have provoked me to anger with their vanities.] The 
same thing, in other words; all the gods of the nations, 
whom the Israelites imitated, being mere vanities (or things 
of nought, as the Jerusalem Targum hath it), as hath been 
often observed. 

And I will move them to jealousy.] He threatens to be 
even with them, and serve them in their kind. 

lffith those that are not a people.] Who either were not 
a nation in being at this time, or so obscure, base, and ig- 
noble, that they were not worthy the name of a nation. The 
Jews interpret it to the Chaldeans ; whom God Taised up 
on a sudden, when nohody would believe it, (Habak. i. 5, 6, 
&c.)to be a terrible scourge to them. (See Isa. xxiii. 13.) 
And I will provoke them to anger tvith a foolish nation.] 
The Jews thought all nations so, except themselves. And, 
in one sense, all the gentiles were really so : for nothing 
was more foolish than to worship creatures meaner than 
themselves, (Jer. x. 8.) 

The apostle applies this unto the bestowing the blessing 
of the Messiah, whom the Jews refused, upon the gentile 
world, (Rom. x. 19.) which strangely enraged the Jews; 
as we see, when our Saviour first mentioned it, Matt. xxi. 
43, 44, &c. and when St. Paul did but speak of going to 
preach unto them, Acts xxii. 21, 22. and see IThess. ii. 
15, 16. And through all ages since it hath made them gnash 
their teeth to sec so many nations subject unto our Saviour, 
and honour him as God, whom they rejected as the vilest 
of men. 
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Vcr. 22. For afire is kindled in mine anger.} Great and 
sore calamities are compared to fire in Scripture, (Ezek. 
xxx. 8.) which God here threatens to send upon them, as 
the woful effects of his heavy displeasure. 

And shall bum unto the lowest hell.] Never ccaso till they 
have destroyed them. For hell and destruction seem to ho 
the same, (Prov. xv. 11.) And therefore the lowest hell 
signifies the depth of misery. 

And shall consume the earth with Iwr increase.] Make an 
litter desolation in the country, (Isa. i. 7.) 

And set on fire the foundations of the mountains.] Sub- 
vert the strongest fortresses, which were accounted impreg- 
nable. Such as Jerusalem (which ltasi thinks is here meant), 
in whose last destruction this was perfectly fulfilled, as it 
was in part at the first, (2 Kings xxv. 9.) For Titus him- 
self, as Josephus relates, (lib. vii. do Bello Judaico, cap. 
43.) observing tho vast height of the walls, the bigness of 
every' stone, tho exact order wherein they were laid and 
compacted, &c. cried out— God was with us in this war, he 
drove the Jews from these munitions, iirti x"/^c t* twv av- 
SptoTTuyv, t) /urj^avai, rl vpbc rovrovc tovc nvpyovc Svvavrai : 
for what could men's hands or machines do against such 
toivers? r Which calls to mind what is related, not only 
by St. Chrysostom, Sozomcn, Socrates, but by Ammianus 
Marcellinus himself, a heathen historian (lib. xxiii. begin- 
ning), how that when Julian, the apostate, ordered the tem- 
ple of Jerusalem to be rebuilt, terrible globes of fire burst 
out, prope fundamenta, from the very foundations, which 
overturned all, burnt the workmen, and mado the place so 
inaccessible, that. they desisted from the attempt. The 
certainty of this hath extorted tho. same confession from 
the Jews themselves (David Ganz, in his Tzeraach David, 
and R. Gedaliah, in Schal. Hakkabala), though they pre- 
tend thq building went on and was finished, but after many 
years overthrown by an earthquake. 

Vcr. 23. I will Jteap mischiefs upon them.] Which shall 
miserably oppress and crush them. 

And spend all my arrows, upon {hem.] His judgments 
and plagues are often compared to arrows shot at them, 
(Psal. vii. 12, 13. xxxviii. 2. xci. 5.) And ho speaks in 
the language of an archer, who shoots till he hath emptied 
his quiver, and hath not one arrow left. 

Ver. 24. They shall be burnt with hunger.] This verse 
and the next explain what he means by arrows, which 
are here enumerated. And, first, he threatens a famine, 
with which he saith they should be burnt; cither because 
these judgments are compared to fire, ver. 22. or because 
extreme hunger parches the inward parts, and makes the 
visage as black as a coal,as Jeremiah speaks, Lament, iv.8. 

And devoured with burning heat.] With fevers, and ca- 
lentures, as they arc called in hot countries. 

And with bitter destruction.] With the pestilence ; 
which he calls bitter, because it was incurable. 

And I will send the teeth of wild beasts upon thee.] This 
was another of the sore judgments, which God threatened 
to their disobedience. (Sec Lev. xxvi. 22.) Upon which 
Maimonides observed, that magicians were wont to pro- 
mise them, by their arts, to free their cities, fields, and 
plantations from lions and serpents, and such-like hurtful 
creatures; unto whose power God delivered them, be- 
cause they forsook him, and followed idolaters and magi- 
cians, (More Nevoch. par. iii. cap. 37.) 
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111th the poison of serpents of the dnst.] Whose bitings 
were deadly. And they were exposed to them, as well as to 
wild beasts, when they were forced to fly into wildernesses, 
and hide themselves in dens and caves; where some of 
them could not avoid being devoured by wild beasts, and 
bitten by serpents, which lay lurking in those holes. So 
Cocccius, in his Ultima Mosis, sect. 1271. where he 
notes also, that this was fulfilled in part when they were 
thrown by the Romans to wild beasts in the theatres, as 
Josephus relates, lib. vi. de Bello Judaico, cap. 1G. 20. 

Ver. 25. The sword without, and terror within, shall de- 
stroy.] They could no where bo safe; for in the field the 
sword of their enemies cut them off; and at home they 
did not think themselves secure in their closest chamber, 
but died with fear, or made away themselves, lest they 
should fall into tho hands of those that sought to destroy 
them. (See Lament, i. 20.) Or, perhaps, by the terror tuith- 
in, may be meant famine and pestilence, (Ezek. vii. 15.) 

Both the young man and the virgin, the suckling, with 
the man of grey hairs.] He threatens to deliver them into 
such merciless hands, as would spare none, nor make any 
difference of sex or of age. This Huetius refers to the last 
destruction of Jerusalem, in his Dcmonstr. Evang. propos, 
ix. cap. 173. and Abarbinel also confesses it was then 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 26. I said.] i. e. Resolved. 

I would scatter them into corners; I would make the re- 
membrance of them to cease from among men.] Utterly de- 
stroy them, so that not one of them should be found ; and 
if any remained they should skulk, and not dare to appear 
among men. 

Ver. 27. Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy.] 
He that is omnipotent is not capable of fearing any thing : 
but he speaks in our language, and gives this reason why 
he did not make them cease to be a nation, because he 
would not have their enemies insult, and grow outrageous 
in their insolent language, even against himself. Of which 
we find an instance, Isa. xxxvii. 28, 29. 

Lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely.] 
Ascribe all this to their false gods (as Cocceius under- 
stands it), which are called strange gods, (ver. 1G.) 

And lest they should say , Our hand is high.] Imagine their 
own power and valour had destroyed the Jews ; as both 
the Assyrians and Chaldeans boasted. (Isa. x. 7, 8, &c. 
Habak. i. 15, 1G.) 

And the Lord hath not done all this.] And attribute no- 
thing to the Most High in all the business. Certain it is, 
the wickedness of the Jews was so, exceeding great, that 
their final extirpation had been accomplished many gene- 
rations before it came to pass, had the Lord been only just, 
and respected nothing but their deserts, whom he very 
often preserved when they might have been justly de- 
stroyed, for such reasons as he himself here gives; that 
his glory might not be impeached among the nations, but 
they might sec by the strange deliverances and restorations 
of the Jews, that " their God was a God of gods," most 
worthy to be honoured by all the world, as he himself 
speaks below, ver. 3G. So. Dr. Jackson well observes, 
book i. on the Creed, chap. 22. sect. 4. 

The marginal translation of this last clause is also agree- 
able to the Hebrew, Our high hand, and not the Lord, hath 
done all this. To prevent which wrong construction of 
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God'sjudgments upon them, he took such a time for the 
execution of them (as Conradus Pellicanus well observes), 
when the world began to be better instructed by the com r 
ing of Christ. So that Titus himself said, as I noted before; 
that it was God, and not the hands of the Romans, that 
destroyed them. (Sec xxix. 24. and this chapter, ver. 22.) 

Ver. 28. For they are a nation void of counsel.'] The 
Hebrew word abad (which is commonly translated perish, 
and here we translate void) signifies, in the Ethiopia lan- 
guage, is foolish or mad, as Job Ludolphus observes in his 
excellent history of that country. Which makes it pro- 
bable this was the ancient sense of the word among the 
Hebrews, and gives the best account of this place, which 
may be thus translated, They are a nation foolish in their 
counsel. Whose counsels led them to such courses as 
utterly undid them; and ^yhen they seemed most wise they 
madly ruined themselves. And thus those words of Jere- 
miah may be best translated, " The heart of the king is 
foolish/' (iv, 9.) 

Neither is there any understanding in them.'] They did 
not understand what was good for themselves; but impru- 
dently chose that which did them mischief. Some refer 
this to the enemies of the Jews before spoken of: but that 
seems not so agreeable to what follows, which relates to 
the same persons, and most likely expresses God*s com- 
passion towards the senseless Jews. Huetius applies this 
to their stupid blindness at their last destruction; which 
they were so far from preventing, that they drew it upon 
themselves, as Josephus shews. (See xxviii. 28, 29.) 

Ver. 29. Oh that they were wise,] So as seriously to con- 
sider God's dealing with them exactly, according to what 
he foretold them. 

That they understood this, &c] Or, as it may be trans- 
lated, Tlien would they understand this, they would consider 
their latter end. They would soon perceive the hand of 
God in all that is befallen them; and that if they do not 
change their course, they will, in the conclusion, be utterly 
undone. 

Ver. 30. How should one chase a thousand, and two put 
ten thousand to flight?] Whence should such an amazing 
change proceed? that the Israelites, who formerly with a 
handful of men put vast armies to flight, (Lev. xxvi. 8.) 
should now, though never so numerous, be beaten by one 
or two of their enemies, fleeing when none pursues them? 
(Lev. xxvi. 17. 36, 37. Deut. xxviii. 25.) 

Except their Rock had sold them.] A little consideration 
was sufficient to make them understand, that this had been 
impossible if they had not forsaken their God; who there- 
upon delivered them up to the will of their enemies. For 
by their Rock is meant God ; and his selling them is his 
quitting his interest in them, and giving them up to be 
slaves to those that hated them. 

And the Lord had shut them up.] So that they could not 
escape the hands of their enemies. 

Ver. 31. For their rock is not as our Rock.] None of the 
gods of the heathen (whom he calls their rock, because 
they relied on them for safety) have such power as he that 
gave us our being. So Maimonides interprets the word 
tznr, the spring and fountain of all things. 

Our enemies themselves being judges:] Who were often 
forced to acknowledge his overruling power and provi- 
dence, controlling all their designs. As the Egyptians 
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confessed, Exod. xiv. 2. 6. and Balaam, Numb, xxiii. 19.- 
22. and the Philistines, 1 Sara. iy. 7, 8. and the king of Ba- 
bylon, Dan. iii. 29. 

Ver. 32. For their vine is the vine of Sodom, and of the 
fields of Gomorrah.] I suppose he speaks here of the Is- 
raelites, (giving an account why their enemies so shame* 
fully chased them, ver. 30.) who are compared io a vine, 
which God brought out of Egypt, and planted in Canaan, 
(Psalm lxxx. 8.) And the prophet afterward calls them 
the plant of his pleasure, (Isa. v. 7.) Which was an an- 
cient resemblance, as appears, by this place ; where he re- 
presents them as such a degenerate people, that they were 
as bad (nay, worse, as the marginal translation is) as the 
Sodomites, or the people of Gomorrah : and therefore de- 
served (ver. 26.) to be utterly destroyed, as they were. 
(See Isa> i. 10. Jer. ii. 21.) 

* Their grapes are grapes of gall, their clusters are bitter.] 
These words represent their actions (called fruit in Scrip- 
ture) to be so wicked that they were not to be endured. 
And so Josephus describes them before their last destruc- 
tion, lib. vi. de Bello Judaico, cap. tilt, where he saith, if 
the Romans had delayed to fall upon such a wicked peo* 
pie, he thinks either the earth would have opened its mouth 
and swallowed them up, or a flood drowned their city, or 
thunder and lightning from heaven destroyed it, as it did 
Sodom. IIoXv yap twv Tavra iraSovrwv rj/wyicc yeveav aScw- 
ripav, for they were a more atheistical generation than they 
who suffered such things. And again, (lib. vii. cap. 30.) he 
saith, that the time when they were destroyed was so fruit- 
ful in all manner of wickedness among the Jews, wc fir\llv 
KaiciagtpyQv a7rpaicrov KctTaXnreiv , that there was no one work 
of wickedness that was not committed; nor can one imagine 
any thing so bad that they did not do ; endeavouring pub- 
licly, as well as privately, to excel one another both in int- 
piety towards God and injustice to their neighbours. 

Ver. 33. Their wine is the poison of dragons.] This still 
represents their fruit, that is, their works, to be most per- 
nicious, beingcompared to the poison of dragons. Many au- 
thors, indeed, say that dragons have no poison in them (as 
B. Chytroeus and others observe); but as the Hebrew word 
thaanim signifies any kind of serpent, so it is certain that 
the dragons of Afric and Arabia had a deadly poison in 
them, though those of Greece had not; as the famous Bo- 
chartus shews at large, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iii. 
cap. 14. Who also observes, in another place, that the 
Hebrew word rosch signifying both the head and also poi- 
son; the poison of serpents lies partly in their gall, partly 
in their teeth, and partly in a little bladder under their * 
tongue, (par. i. lib. i. cap. 4.) 

And the cruel venom of asps.] The poison of asps is 
called cruel, because it is accounted the acutest of all other^ ' 
instantly penetrating into the vital parts. Whence the 
proverb §ijy/xa a<nrilwv, the biting of asps, for an incurable 
wound. For they who are bitten with an asp seldom es- 
cape with their life ; as Aristotle, Pliny, and a great many 
other authors observe, in Bochart. par. ii. lib. iii. cap. 5. 

Ver. 34. Is not this.] That is, the vengeance he is going 
to speak of in the following verses. For this particle hu 
often refers to what comes after, not to what goes before, 
as Cocccius observes. 

Laid up in store with me.] To be produced in due time. 

Sealed up among my treasures?] He speaks of it- as a 
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matter determined or decreed, as deeds are which aro 
signed and scaled, though not presently executed, but kept 
safely in a cabinet. And the meaning of this verse is, that 
though he do not speedily punish evil-doers, it is not be- 
cause he doth not observe them, or forgets what they do; 
for ho hath prefixed a time to reckon with them, as will ap- 
pear in the issue. 

Ver. 35. To me belongeth vengeance and recompence.] As 
the supreme Lord, Governor, and Judge of the world, whose 
office it is to punish offenders. It is evident the apostle, 
alleging theso words, (Rom. xii. 19.) Ipol «\*§fio)<nc, Ven- 
geance is wine (or to me belongeth vengeance), exactly follows 
the Hebrew text, and not the present LXX. which render 
these words, lv v^p^ €k&ici)<hwc avra7ro8w<rw, in the day of 
vengeance I will recompense. 

Their feet shall slide .] Though they think themselves un- 
moveably fixed in their dominion, they shall certainly fall. 

In due time.'] Not so soon, perhaps, as men may ex- 
pect; but when the great Judgo of the world sees it most 
seasonable. 

For the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things 
that shall come upon them make haste.] When they little 
thought of it, and prided themselves in their prosperity, 
God suddenly brought down the Chaldeans, who had been 
the great instruments of plaguing the Jews, (Isa. xlvii. 
7—10, &c. Jer. 1. 35. 27. 31. li. G. 8.) And so shall the 
plagues of Babylon the great " come in one day. In one 
hour her great riches shall come to nought," (Rev. xviii. 
8. 10. 17.) 

Ver. 36. >For the Lord shall judge his people.] Plead 
their cause, as the Scripture elsewhere speaks, (Jer. 1. 34.) 
and deliver them from the oppression of their enemies; as 
this phrase is often used in the book of Psalms, (vii. 8, 
x. 18.) 

And repent himself for his servants.] Have mercy upon 
them (as the Vulgar truly expresses the sense), and turn 
his hand, which punishes them, upon their enemies. (See 
Jer. L20.li.24.) 

When he sees that their poiuer is gone.] That they are not 
able to help themselves. That is the due time or season, 
beforementioned, for God to interpose, when the enemies 
of his people think themselves irresistible, there being none 
able to oppose them. 

And there is none shut up, or left.] Some refer this to 
persons, and others to tilings; and either way it signifies 
their condition to be so forlorn, that they could do nothing, 
either by men or by money, for their deliverance. J. For- 
sterns translates these words, enstoditum ant neglectum, i. e. 
precious or vile. By which wonderful deliverance and re- 
storation, when they were so totally destitute of all help, 
all the world was given to understand that there is no God 
like unto the Lord. 

Ver. 37. And he shall say.] Or, It shall be said. 
. Wliere are their gods, their rock in tuhom they trusted?] 
It is dubious whether these words be directed to the Jews, 
or to the gentiles who had oppressed them. It seems most 
agreeable to take them as a reproach to the enemies of the 
Jews, who had long bragged of the power of their gods, 
and ascribed all their success to them, (ver. 27.) who now 
could not deliver them in their distress. 

Ver. 38. Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and 
drank the nine of their drink-offerings.] For the samo rites 
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were used among the gentiles as among the Jews ; who of- 
fered all the fat upon the altar, and there poured out the 
wine which accompanied the meat-offering, &c. (Sec 
Numb xv.) Tho LXX. refer this to the worshippers them- 
selves, and translate it thus (agreeably enough to the He- 
brew), Tliefat of whose sacrifices ye ate, and draiik the wine 
of their drink-offerings. And Onkelos to the same purpose. 

Let them rise up and help yon, and be your protection.] 
From the calamity which w r as unavoidably coming upon 
them, (Isa. xlvi. 1, 2. 7. Jer. li. 17, 18.) 

Ver. 39. See notu.] Open your eyes now at last, and be 
convinced, by your sad experience, of your error. 

That I, even I, am he.] That it is I, and none but I, who 
have made these changes in the world: first making you 
instruments in punishing my pebple ; and now inflicting the 
like punishments upon you, (Jer. li. 24, 25. 49.) 

The words in the Hebrew being, I, Iani he,, the author 
of the Old Nitzacon was sensible that we Christians might 
hence observe, that there arc two who are here called God, 
tho Father and the Son. And therefore takes care to in- 
form his reader, that there are not two first principles of 
things. AVhich, as no Christian is so foolish as to affirm, 
so their own authors have acknowledged more persons than 
one, here called God. Thus Jonathan, in his paraphrase, 
plainly supposes another person in the Divinity, whom he 
calls the Word, when he thus explains this verse ; When 
the Word of the Lord shall reveal himself to redeem his peo- 
ple, he shall say to all people, I am he that have been, and 
am, and shall be, (see Rev. i. 8.) and by my Word kill and 
make alive. I smote the people of Israel, and I will heal 
them in the end of the days. Which makes these w r ords a 
plain prophecy of the Messiah, and him to be God. And 
so the Jerusalem Targum : See, that I noro am he in my 
Word, and there is no god besides me: I am he who kill the 
living in this world, and raise the dead in the world to 
come, &c. 

And there is no god tvith me.] As I have no superior, so 
neither have I any equal. 

I kill and I make alive, I wound and I heal.'] If I please 
to destroy any people for their sins, none can hinder me ; 
and if any repent and implore my mercy, I restore them to 
perfect safety. K. Isaac, in his Chissuk Emuna, (par. i. 
cap. G. sect. 20.) alleges these words as a prophecy of the 
resurrection of the dead in the days of the Messiah. And 
in another place, (cap. 10.) he alleges them as an effectual 
confutation of those ancient heretics who imagined two sn-. 
preme powers; one of them, the author of all good; and 
the other, the author of all evil (which I observed upon 
Lev. xvi. to have been a very ancient opinion): for there 
could not be, they fancied, the same care which had an in- 
fluence upon both. To remove which false conceit, God 
declares, I kill, as well as make alive, &c. And for the same 
reason he saith, in Isa. xlv. 7. I form the light, and create 
darkness; I make peace, and create evil; I the Lord do all 
these things. 

Neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand] 
Nor can any reverse the judgment that I pass upon men. • 

Ver. 40. For I lift tip my hand to heaven.] Swear solemnly 
to do what follows ; viz. be revenged on his enemies, as 
well as deliver his people. Thus Abraham anciently 
sware, Gen. xiv. 22. And when God promised to bring the 
Israelites uito Canaan, he is said to lift up his hand, (Exod. 
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vi. 8. Kehem. ix. 15.) From whence some think the word 
promittere is derived, signifying to engage by stretching 
out the hand: and that from thence sprang the custom of 
stretching out, and lifting up their hand, when they sware. 
WhieM the gentiles practised, as those known words of Vir- 
gil inform us, ^Erieid. xii. 

" Suspicions coelum tenditque ad sydera dextram." 

When God therefore is said to lift up his hand to heaven, 
the meaning is, he swears by himself; as it here follows. 

And say, I live for ever J] As sure as I live. 

Ver. 41. If I whet my glittering sword.] Make all things 
ready for the execution of my judgments. 

And my hand take hold of judgment.'] I begin to punish. 

Iivillrender vengeance to mine enemies.] None shall stop 
my proceedings, to be fully avenged of them. 

And ivill reward them that hate me.] For, as Jeremiah 
speaks, li. 56. Tlie Lord God of recompences will surety 
requite. For it is the vengeance of the Lord: (as he speaks 
in the foregoing chapter concerning Babylon, 1. 15.) Take 
vengeance upon her;, as she hath done, dottnto Iter. 

Ver. 42. I ivill make mine arrows drunk tvith blood, and 
my sicord shall devour flesh.] Make an exceeding great 
slaughter, (Isa. xxxiv. 5, 6.) 

With the blood of the slain, and of the captives.] This sig- 
nifies none should be spared: for they should be killed who 
were taken captive, as well as tliose who fell-in the battle. 

From the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.] How 
the Hebrew word paroth comes to signify revenges, I am 
not able to give an account; but in that sense we take it 
both here and in Judges v. 2. The word para* from 
whence it seems to be derived, signifies to make bare, or 
naked. And so the Vulgar Latin here understands it; and 
thence Joh. Forsterus hath given a probable sense of theso 
\vords (taking rosch, which we translate beginning, for the. 
head, as it properly signifies, or the king), in this manner, 
Because of the baring (i. e: making bare) of the head by the 
enemy; that is, the taking away of the kingdom and priest- 
hood from Israel. The LXX. translate it a™ tc^aXyjc ap- 
x6vt(i)v l\0oh)v,from the head of the princes of the enemies* 
Which is a sense very agreeable, if we could find any word 
in the Hebrew like to paroth that signifies princes or rulers. 
But I think there is a more simple sense may be given of 
these words than any of the forementioned,- only by sup- 
posing the particle lamed to be omitted (as in many othef- 
places) before paroth, which is this, From the king to the 
slave of the enemies. For they were wont to shave their 
captives, as every one knows, by way of contempt and, 
scorn. Which is the reason God threatens baldness so 
often to the Israelites by his prophets, when he was so 
angry with them, that he gave them up to be slaves.- Next 
to this is the translation of Onkelos, I will take away 
(those, words he adds) tlie crowns from the- head of the 
enemy. Which was the making the king's head bare. ♦, ;. 

This universal slaughter is most notably expressed 'by 
Jeremiah, 1. 35—37. 43. And some think thisprophecy 
will be then most amply fulfilled, .when the Jews shall be- 
called, and niade members of the church of Christ. (See 
Dr. Jackson, book xi. on the Creed, chap. 12.) < •■ 

.Ver. 43. Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people.] Here 
the particle eth is omitted before ammo, as I supposed, in 
tlie foregoing words, lamed to be before ^ paroth. Which 
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made the Vulgar>anslate these words, O ye nations, praise 
his people. But the LXX. discerned the true sense, and 
translate it as wo do: the apostle having justified their 
translation in Rom. xv. 10. where lie expresses this, word 
for word, as they do, zb(f>pav%tiTz c'Svi; fizra row \aov airov, Re- 
joice ye gentiles with his people. But it must here be noted, 
that before these, words the LXX. have some other, which 
are very remarkable, EixppavSriTz ovpavolajxa avrtj>, koI irpoa- 
Kvvr\<jaTU)vav avTt$ iravitg ayr/ikot Qtov, Rejoice ye heavens to-} 
gether with him, and let all the angels of God worship him, 
(and then follows, rejoice ye. gentiles with his people), which: 
are not in the Hebrew, nor in the Chaldee, and yet the. 
latter clause of them, Trgo<TKvvr\<Tarb)<jav airy iravrtg ayyeAot 
Geou, let all the angels of God worship him; are the very 
words of the apostle, Heb. i. 6. which seem to have been» 
taken from hence out of the LXX.. for they are no where 
else tobe found in the Scripture. The margin, indeed, of 
our Bibles refers us to Psal. xevii, 7. But there the words: 
of the LXX. are otherwise, itgoatcvvnaaTz tivrtp irdvrtg ay-! 
ytXoi airov, worship Mm all ye his angels; .which are in.the 
second person; whereas here, and in the apostle, the words- 
are in the third. We may therefore suppose rather, that 
the LXX. from ancient tradition among the Jews, added 
these words,, before they translated this verse, to declare 
unto what time the fulfilling of them should principally be-, 
long. For Psalm xcvii. seems to be but a descant (as Dr., 
Jackson's words are) upon this part of Moses's song; from, 
whence* the Jews might learn the scope of it. And accord- 
ingly the apostle uses the words of the LXX. here in. this; 
place, rather than those of the Psalmist; because he would 
have the Hebrews understand and consider, that MosreS' 
himself had predicted the exaltation of the Son of God/ as* 
the Psalmist afterward expounded him. > « ■ • ' Jt 

There is, another translation of these words of Moses/ 
which is very agreeable to the apostle in Rom.xv. 10; Re* 
joice ye nations, who are his people;.- (See ver. 21. of thisr 
chapter.) Either way, this i^ a plain prophecy .of the gen-^ 
tiles becoming one body with the people of Israel. And! 
thus Kimchi himself translates it, Sing ye. gentiles, who are}: 
his people: which began to be! fulfilled after. our Saviour V- 
ascension to the throne of his glory in tlie. heavens, when' 
all the angels of God worshipped him. Hitherto Moses* 
had supposed,* in this song, great enmity between themr 
and that sometimes they had plagued Israel sorely; assxV 
others, God rendered to them according to what they had 
done unto his people. But now, he breaks out into a rap- 
ture of joy, to think .that they should one day be recon- 
ciled, and made one people of God. : And the LXX.- thus, 
understanding it, might well preface to their translation of 
this verse, with the words now mentioned, Rejoice ye 
heavens together with him. For if there be joy in heaven, 
as Proeopius Gazaens well glosses, at. the repentance- of 
one sinner, how much more for the salvation of the whole: 
world, by destroying the devil's tyranny? Which being to* 
be performed, by the advancement of the Son of God into 
the heavens, the next words might well be added, Let all 
the angels of God worship him. Which they had always* 
done (the same Procopius observes) as: their God who 
created "them; but now they praise and extol his humanity, 
exalted at the right hand of God.* ■- , t > -^; '*•*€>//; 

For he will avenge the blood of his servant?.] These 
words seem to express some of the motives that should per- 
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suade the gentiles to become oho body with the Jews (for 
such the apostles and all the first converts were), God's 
punishing all those who shed the blood of his servants; as 
tho Christian martyrs are called in the book of the Reve- 
lation. In which confidence the LXX. add another sen- 
tence before these words, jccu Ivtaxvadrwaav avrt$ Ttavrzs viol 
GfoD, and let all the sons of God be strong in him. 

And mil render vengeance to his adversaries.'] To all such 
as oppose this blessed union; and first to the Jews, who 
set themselves against it more than any others (being mad 
at tho apostles for preaching to the gentiles), and then to 
the Romans, who persecuted all those who embraced 
Christianity. 

And will be merciful unto his land.] This cannot be meant 
of the land of Israel, which was no longer God's land than 
any other, but of the whole earth (as Conrad. Pellicanus 
well explains it), in which that one people of God dwells, 
reduced (as he speaks) in the whole multitude of the faith- 
ful into one catholic church. For they all acknowledge, 
from the greatest to the least, that one only Omnipotent 
God, with no less devotion and affection, than Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and Moses did. 

And unto his people J] The wholo world that believe in 
Christ, and are his faithful servants; whose blood he will 
avenge, (Rev. xix. 2.) and then set up his tabernacle with 
men, and dwell with them, and they shall be his people, 
and hq will be their God ; (Rev. xx. 3.) which I mention, 
because this part of the prophecy reaches unto the last 
times, and is not yet all fulfilled. 

Thus this famous song concludes, which, as the Jews 
reckon, consists of seventy verses, each of which contains 
two distinct and entire sentences, and, as they fancy, is a 
compendium of the whole law of Moses. Nay, some of 
them (such arc the idle conceits of this nation) think this 
hymn is so perfect a prophecy, that it contains in it the 
names of all the men in the world ; which they undertake 
to find, and, by that versicle where it is, to tell what fortune 
he, whose name they seek, shall have in the world. Thus, 
instead of observing seriously what Moses foretold would 
certainly bofal themselves, their superstition and hardness 
of hea,rt have led them to vain conjectures concerning 
other men. See Jo. Wagenseil upon Sota, p. 164, &c. where 
be saith a Jew undertook to shew him his name in this 
song, which fell out in a verse that signified prosperity to, 
him. And since him Martinus Mauritius, in his book De 
Sortitionc Hebrasorum, cap. 1G. sect. 3 — 5. 

Ver. 44. And Moses came, and spake all the words of this 
song in the ears of the people.] The very same that is said 
before he spake this song, (xxxi. 30.) and is now repeated 
at the conclusion of it, to express his fidelity in his office 
to the very last. 

He and Hoshea the son of Nun.} Who was now his assist- 
ant in this work, as he was designed to be Ins successor 
after his death. He is commonly called Joshua,. but Oshca 
was his name at the first, (Numb. xiii. 8.) 

Ver. 45. And Moses made an end of speaking- all these 
words to all Israel] When he had made an end of speak- 
ing them, then ho. added what folio ws., 

Ver. 46. And he said tmto them y Set your hearts unto all 
the words which I testify among you this day.] Apply your 
minda to press upon yourselves the observation of all these 
things. For tliis expression is a little more than letting 
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them be in their heart, (vi. 6.) ot laying them tip in their 
heart, (xi. 18.) For they were so to retain the remembrance 
of them, as to attend unto them, and consider them. 

Which ye shall command your children to observe to rfofj 
This necessary duty of instructing their children is often 
pressed, (iv. 10. vi. 7. xi. 19.) because without this care 
their religion would soon be lost ; but, by this means, might 
be preserved and propagated to all generations. 

All the words of this law.] Which they might be certain 
was delivered by God to Moses; there being as many wit- 
nesses of God's presence with him, as there w T crcmen in their 
nation. But he had seen so many instances of their unbe- 
lief, that he uses all the ways, mariners, and forms (as Pel- 
licanus observes), that he could think of, to urge them to 
obedience : by delivering them tables of their laws written 
by God himself, by books, by pillars, by blessings, curs- 
ings, obtestations, threatenings, long exhortations, songs, 
phylacteries, and other ceremonies, &c. which he continued 
to do as long as he had breath, and w r as able to speak, that 
they, and their posterity, might be happy. 

Ver. 47. For it is not a vain thing for you.] You shall 
not employ your diligence in this matter unprofitably. The 
Jews upon these words have founded a maxim, which 
Maimonides often mentions, " That every precept hath its 
end and use ; which (though they do not appear to us) are 
grounded upon strong causes and reasons." (More Nevo- 
chim, par. iii. cap. 26. and 50.) The design, for instance* 
of many ceremonial laws cannot now be fully discerned, 
because they w T ere instituted directly contrary to the idola- 
trous rites of the Zabii ; which are long since utterly abo- 
lished, and but imperfectly recorded in those ancient au- 
thors that speak of them. 

Because it is your life.] The means to make you a happy 
people. Here are two benefits, saith R* Isaac, which arc 
promised by the observation of this law; a spiritual and 
a corporal. The spiritual in these words, and the corporal 
in the next, ye shall prolong your days, &c. And he puts 
the spiritual first, though,, among all corporal blessings, this 
of long life be the chief, (ChissukEmuna, par. i. cap. IS.) 

And through this thing.] By teaching your children to 
observe to do all that is commanded in this law. 

You shall prolong your days in the land whither you go- 
over Jordan to possess it.] Have the great blessing of a 
long life in all manner of happiness, which your posterity 
shall enjoy for many generations in the land of Canaan. 
By which it appears, that nothing else but contempt of this 
law could have ejected them out of this country. 

Ver. 48. And the Lord spake unto Moses, that selfsame, 
day.] Immediately after he had ended the foregoing song, 
and given them this admonition at the couclusion of it. 

Ver. 49. Get tliee tip into this mountain Aharim.] Which 
ho had pointed him unto beforehand told him what he doth 
now, (Numb.xxvii. 12.) 

Unto Mount Nebo.] Abarim was a ridge of hills, wherc- 
oCNebo was one. (See there upon Is T umb. xxvii. 2.) 

Which is in the land of Moab, that is over against Je- 
richo.] This is a mare particular description of the site of 
this mountain than he gave before in the book of Numbers. 

Behold, the land of Canaan, which I give unto the chil- 
dren of Israel for a possession.] Which ho might easily do 
from the highest part of the mountain called Pisgah,. 
(Dcut. iii. 27.) 
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Ver. 50. And die in the mount whither thou goest up.] 
After he had taken a view of the land every way. 

And be gathered unto thy people.] To Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. This signifies, saith R. Isaac, that he should 
be associated and joined to the souls of the just, who are 
called his people. For the people of Moses were not 
buried in Mount Abarim ; and therefore he doth not speak 
of gathering his body to their bodies, but of his soul to 
their souls. (Chissuk Emuna, par. i. cap; 11.) 

As Aaron thy brother died in Mount Hor, and was 
gathered unto his people.] See Numb. xx. 24. 28. xxxiii. 38. 

Ver. 51. Because ye trespassed against me among the 
children of Israel, &c] Rebelled against his command- 
ment, as he speaks, Numb, xxvii. 14. 
, Because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the children 
of Israeli] Numb. xx. 12. xxvii. 14. 

Ver. 52. Yet thou shalt see the land before thee.'] He had 
earnestly begged of God that he might go over Jordan; 
but he denied him that favour, (Dent. i. 37. iii. 25. 27.) yet 
he was pleased to mitigate his punishment, by letting him 
enjoy a sight of that good country into which he might not 
enter. 

But thou shalt not go thither unto the land which I give 
the children of Israel.] By which the Israelites should have 
learnt, that as Moses left them short of the promised land, 
and could not bring them into the possession of it ;' so his 
law did not contain a perfect revelation of God's will,* but 
they were to expect something beyond it. ' 



CHAP, xxxnr. 

Ver. 1. ixA T D this is the blessing.'] As Jacob blessed his 
children, at his departure out of the world, when God had 
begun to fulfil the promise to Abraham, of giving him a 
numerous offspring; so Moses having seen them vastly in- 
creased,, and ready to enter upon the land promised to 
them, (Gen. xv. 18, &c.) takes his farewell of them, with 
a blessing pronounced upon the people in general, and 
upon each tribe in particular. Which is in part prophe- 
tical, as the blessing of Jacob was, and delivered in the 
prophetic style, which hath some difficulty and obscurity 
in it; on purpose, perhaps, to excite their diligent study 
to inquire into the meaning. (See Gen. xlix. 1. 3.) 

WJierewith Moses, the man of God.] Or, the prophet of 
the Lord, as Onkelos translates it : for prophets are called 
men of God in the holy books, (1 Sam. ix. G — 8. 1 Kings 
xiii. 1. 1 Tim. vi. 11. 2 Tim. iii. 17. 2 Pet. i. 21.) because, 
in the exercise of their sacred function, they did not de- 
liver their own sense, nor the sense of other men, but the 
mind and will of God who spake by them. 

Blessed the children of Israel before his death.'] Before ho 
went up into Mount Abarim to die, (xxxii. 49.) he prayed* 
God to bless them; and also foretold their future state and 
condition. Such had been the ancient custom among the 
holy patriarchs (as- wc learn from the example of Jacob)^ 
to admonish their posterity upon their dying beds of such 
things as they thought* most imported them: for then they 
could not but be thought to speak raost sincerely; and 
their words were apt to be entertained with greater respect, 
and preserved in mind with greater care. Moses therefore, 
their deliverer* leader,, and lawgiver, concludes his life ia 



Digitized by 



the same manner ; and it is very likely deposited these 
dying words with them in jvriting. 

Ver. 2. And he said, The Lord came from Sinai.] And, 
in the first place, he endeavours to make them sensible of 
what God had done already for them : and the chief of all 
hi^ benefits being the revelation of his mind and will to. 
them/he commemorates that as a common blessing to them, 
all, before he begins to speak in particular to each tribe :. 
for that is meant by the Lord came from Sinai; where he- 
appeared in a most particular manner, and from thence 
promulgated his law with the greatest solemnity, (Exod. 
xx.) And* thus the gentiles took an unwonted brightness in 
any place to be a token of the 'EmfavHa, appearance, ox 
advent, of some of their gods in that place. As also a great 
commotion in any place, they took for another token of it. 
See the illustrious Spanhemius, in his annotations upon 
Callimachus's hymn to Apollo, ver. 7. which they seem to 
have learnt from this appearance of God on Mount Sinai, 
and the quaking of that mountain, when God appeared 
on it. , *. 

And rose up from Seir unto them, and shone forth from 
Mount Paran.] There is no difficulty in the foregoing 
words, it being evident that God came down on Mount 
Sinai, and thence delivered his commands to the Israelites, 
and espoused them for his people. But how he rose up 
from Seir unto them, the country of Edom, and shone from 
Paran, the country of Ishmael, is not so easy to understand. 
The Jews, indeed, who are wont to solve all difficulties, 
by inventing what they please, are not troubled to give an 
account of these words ; which signify, they fancy, lhat the 
Divine Glory first resided upon Mount Seir, where God pro- 
pounded his law to the children of Esau ; but they would 
not have it, because they found these words in it, "Thou, 
shalt not kill;" he went, therefore, to Paran, and offered 
it to the children of Ishmael, but they refused it also, be- 
cause they found these words in it, "Thou shalt not steal f 
so he came to Sinai, and gave it to the Israelites, who said, 
" AH the words which the Lord hath said will we do,'* 
Exod. xxiv. 3. Thus the Jerusalem Targum, and Pirke 
Eliezcr, and some other more ancient authors, with this 
addition, that he offered the law to all the nations of the 
world, but they rejected it, because it was written, " Thou 
shalt have none other gods but me." But this looks so like 
a fable; that some of themselves are ashamed of it, and 
have given a better sense of the words, though I cannot 
say the true one. For thus Abraham Pcritsol expounds 
them, The true law came out of Sinai to the Israelites, by 
which the Edomiteswere so enlightened, that God might be 
said to rise up to them also: and afterward the. celestial in- 
fluence shone out of this lata to the Ishmaelites, wlio were the 
better for it. JY\ius Const. I/Empcreur reports his sensfc in 
his Annotations upon Bava-kama,. cap. 4, sect. 3. where he 
endeavours, to make out a plainer sense of these words, in 
this manner: Though the mountain of. Paran- was nigher to- 
Sinai than Seir was, and first occurred to those that went 
out of Egypt; yet there was, great reason to mention Seir be- 
fore it,because Moses had respect to the orderof their jour- 
neys,, and hot to the site of the places. And their journeys 
were so directed by Divine Providence, that, fetching a long; 
circuit, forward and backward, they shouldcome to Canaan. 
In all which turnings and windingsthcy were riiarvellously 
preserved and provided for,, by the same, good Providence- 
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which conducted them. Of this Moses here makes a thank- 
ful commemoration, how he led them from Mount Sinai to 
the hordcrs of the land of Canaan, towards Mount Scir, as 
is expressly noted by Moses, (compare Dcut. i. 19. with ii. 
1. and Numb. xx. 14.) From whence, by reason of their 
infidelity, they were led back again towards the Red Sea, 
and encamped in the extremity of the wilderness, (Numb. 
xxxiii. 35.) whcrcPtolcmy places Paran: (though there was 
another part of it called Paran, near Kadcsh, Numb. xiii. 
3. 27.) and from thence they were led back again in a long 
circuit to the cast part of the land of Canaan. This may 
be one reason why these two places arc mentioned together 
with Sinai, that God, who there appeared to them, was 
with them all the time they wandered about in the wilder- 
ness, till ho brought them to the borders of Canaan, where 
they now were. And another may be, because in Mount 
Scir the brazen serpent was erected by God's order, for the 
cure of such as were bitten by serpents, when they looked 
on it; which was an illustrious type of our blessed Saviour, 
and the salvation wrought by him, (Numb. xx. 4. 9.) And 
in the desert* to which Paran gave the name (because it 
overlooked the whole, though very large), they received the 
joyful news that they should march into Canaan: or, as 
1). Cbytraeus understands it, in the wilderness of Paran 
the seventy elders received the Spirit, to make them assist- 
ants unto Moses in the government, (Numb. x. 12. xi. 24, 
&c.) And here, I may add, Moses repeated his law to them, 
(Dcut. i. 1. 5.) who seems, in this verse, to follow a meta- 
phor borrowed from the sun, which first illuminates the air, 
and then rises, and then sprcadsabroad his beams ; as God 
by degrees declared his presence with his people, whither- 
soever they went, first at Mount Sinai, then at Seir, and, 
last of all, here in the wilderness of Paran. 
. But it must be acknowledged, that these words may be; 
interpreted in a moTe simple manner, they being but a far- 
ther amplification of what was said in the first words, the 
Lord came from Sinai. When at the same timie he rose tip 
front Seir, and shone forth from Mount Paran. For these* 
mountains were ,vcry near one to another; or rather, parts 
of one and the same ridge of mountains, as Con. Pellica- 
nus here observes ; and is more clearly made out by a very 
learned man among ourselves, (Dr. Hydc,.in his excellent 
notes on Abraham Pcritsol, Itinera Mundi, p. 73.) for Tc- 
man (which is the same with Paran, Habak. iii. 3.)\vas: 
near to Edom, whose chief city was Bozrah, (Amos i. 12;) 
as that was near to Sinai. 

The ignorance of the Mahometans is much to be pitied, 
who out of this place imagine they have found as good an 
authority for the Alcoran, as there is for the law of Moses, 
and for the gospel of Christ. For thus they interpret these 
words, God gave the daw from Sinai, and the.gospel from 
Seir (which they would have to be the same 'with Galilee/ 
which our Saviour much frequented), and the Alcoranfrom 
Mount Paran; which they fancy is a mountain not far from 
Mecca. (Seo Dr. Pocock upon Greg. Abulfaraji, p. 183., 
and Guadagnolus llcsp. pro Rclig. Christiana.) But thc> 
last words of this verso, for them, arc sufficient to confute 
these conceits; for they plainly shew, that the whole verse; 
speaks of the people of Israel. 

And he came with ten thousand of saints.] Or, as our 
Mr. Mcdc thinks it should be translated, with his holy ten: 
thousands, or myriads ; that is,, attended- with an innumera- 



ble company of angels, who waited on him at the giving of 
the law. .Sec Psal. lxviii. 7. Dan vii. 10. of which Enoch, 
perhaps, prophesied in part, Jud* 14, 15. And froni hchce 
it may be thought, that notion of the Jewish doctors, fol- 
lowed by St. Stephen and St. Paul, that the law was given 
by angels, had its beginning; (Mcdc, book ii. p. 437.) that 
is, they attended upon God, as his ministers, when hfc him- 
self gave the law. 

From his right hand.] With which we arc wont to deli- 
ver things to other persons. 

Went a fiery law for them.] For the law of Moses was 
given out of the midst of fire, and therefore called afire of 
law, astho words arc in the Hebrew, (Exod. xix. 16. 18. 
Dcut. iv. 11, 12. v. 22—24.) The cabalists (as Ilcuchlin 
observes) fancy that God wrote the law in a globo of fire, 
and sent it to them. But the Jerusalem Targum is more 
sober, which thus expounds it, He stretched his right hand 
out of the midst of flames of fire, and gave tht law unto his 
people. And Onkelos still better, The law written with his 
right hand he gave us out of the midst of fire. Or, as Cam- 
peg. Vitringa would have this latter part of the verse trans-> 
latcd, On his right hand afire, and out of the fire a law for 
them. The meaning being, that God came to Mount Sinai 
with that fire ; for, in Scripture, to be on the right hand of 
any one, is to accompany him,(lib.-ii. Obscrv. Sacr.cap.4.) 

By the conclusion of this verse it is apparent, that tho 
former part of it belongs entirely to God's mercy unto tho 
children of Israel, upon w T hom he bestowed his law, in most 
illustrious tokens of his presence. Which makes it highly 
probable, that his "rising up from Seir upon "them, and 
shining from Mount Paran," belongs' to the same matter; 
that is, the cloud wherein he descended on Sinai, with a 
vast host of angels, extended itself so far, as to cover th£ 
neighbouring mountains of Scir and Paran. 'Though the 
| meaning may bo, as I have shewn, that ho continued his 
presence with' them after they went from Sinai, through all 
their journeys r in the wilderness of Scir and P&ran, till they 
came to the pla<ie whefc they now were. 

Vcr; 3. Yea, he loved the people.] All this was the effect 

of his love and* kindness to the people of Israel, whom he 

owned for his son, and his first-born, (Exod. iv. 22.) and 

* therefore in a tender manner brought them out of Egypt,* 

(Exod. xix. 4;) that he might instruct them in his laws. * 

All his saints are in thy hand.] Whereby he made them 
a holy nation, (as it there follows in-Exod. xix. 5.) whom 
lie took into his special care and most gracious protection; 
as this phrase signifies in many placed, (Numb', iv.28. 33.) 
And Onkelos refers it to the mighty pOwcr whereby ha 
brought them out of -Egypt': -but it may have respect to* 
God's preservation and support of them, when he gave the' 
law in such a terrible manncr,-that Moses himself quaked, 
and yet none of them received any harm. As for the change 
of. the person from-his to thy; it is very frequent in this lan- 
guage, particularly in Dan. ix. 4. 

And they sat doivn at thy feet.] The first word (which 
wc translate sat doivn) being no' where* else found but 
here and lsa. i. 5. where it plainly hath another sense; 
hath occasioned various interpretations- of this sentence; 
But most agree in this of Sol. Jarchi, that as scholars sat 
at the feet of their master round about. him, while he taught 
them their lesson, so the people encompassed the mount 
where God was, and heard his law, which he thence deli-? 
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vered. Bnt it is a question, whether there was such a cus- 
tom of scholars in. those days; and the people did not sit, 
but stood at the foot of the mount, (Exod. xx. 18.) There- 
fore Onkelos understands this of their sitting down, or 
pitching their tents, where the glorious cloud that led them 
rested, (Numb. x. 12. 33.) 

Every one shall receive of thy word.] This still is com- 
monly referred to the, people's receiving the law. But 
Onkelos thijiks it hath respect to their journeys ."at the 
commandment of the Lord/' (Numb. x. 13.) For so he in- 
terprets it, They went forward, according to thy word* 
And. so the, Jerusalem Targum expounds these and the 
foregoing wordi; Behold, they were led, and came to the. 
foot of his cloud, and went forward and rested, according to 
the command of his v:ord. It takes in alsp the other sense 
of the word tncchu (as it signifies smiting in Isa. i. 5.) in 
this manner,, Though he inflicted many chastisements upon 
them, yet they did not cease, nor desist from the doctrine of 
the law. 

Ver. 4. 3Ioses commanded us a Jaw*] He commanded 
them to observe that law which God had given them, when 
he was about to depart from them. This he did in this 
very book, (i. 3. v. 1. vi. 1. viii, 1, &c.) He speaks of him- 
self in the third person, which is very usual throughout all 
this book. ., , . > 

Even the inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.] As ; 
a peculiar blessing which God had bestowed on them, and 
on their posterity, above all other nations in the world, 
(Deut. iv. 8.) who, as they had not this law given to them, 
so they were not bound to observe it; as the Jews them? 
selves conclude from this very place. Nor did they force 
any body to embrace this law, when they made a conquest 
of a neighbouring country, but left them to their liberty, 
provided they would become proselytes of the.gate; thatis, 
forsake idolatry, and keep the common precepts enjoined 
to all mankind. Thus Maimonides interprets the word 
inheritance. (See Schickard, in his Jus Rcgium, cap. 5. 
Theor. 17- and Grotius, dc Jure Belli et Pacis, lib., it 
cap. 1. sect. 16.) 

The author of Etz-Haehajim, a MS. highly valued by the 
famous Wagenseil, saith, That when a child began to speak> 
the father was bound to teach him this verse. In which, in- 
stead of riWO hereditary, some of the Jews read /1DDND 
espoused; as if the law were espoused to the Jewish na- 
tion. (See Wagenseil on Sota, p. 5L9. 520.) 

Ver. 5. And lie was king in Jeshurniu] Or, for he was 
king, that is, under God, the supreme ruler and governor 
of Israel; and therefore in his name, and by his authority, 
required them to observe these laws. Which plainly shews 
him to have had the supreme power in all things, both civil 
and sacred. Which is excellently expressed by our Mr. 
Thorudike, in his Review of the Rites of the Church, &c. 
p. 68. where he observes, " That the Israelites, being made 
a free people by the act of God bringing ..them out of 
Egypt* and entitling them to the land of Canaan, upon the 
covenant of- the- law, had Moses not only for their prophet 
and their priest (for by him Aaron and his successors were 
put into the priesthood, the tabernacle and all belonging to 
it consecrated), but also for their king, their lawgiver, their 
judge, and commander-in-chief of their forces, under God, 
if not rather God by Moses, For we find, that, after Moses's 
decease, cither God by some extraordinary .signification of 



his will and pleasure, stirred up some man in his stead for 
the time ; or, if there was none such, ruled their proceedings 
himself, by urim and thummin answering their demands* 
and directing what to do, and what course to follow, in all 
the, public affairs that concerned the state of that people. 
Whereupon, when they required Samuel to make them a 
king, he declared it was not Samuel, but himself, whom 
they. had rejected: because they had rejected him whom 
God had immediately set over them in his own stead, by 
whose death the power returned to God, as at the be- " 
ginning." 

Concerning the word Jeshurun,. see xxxii. 15. and Sel- 
den, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 2. n. 2. 

When the heads of the people and the tribes of Israel 
were gathered together.] To renew their covenant with 
God, and to receive his last commands. (See xxix. 1, 2, 9, 
10.xxxi.28,29.)- 

Ver. G. Let Reuben live, and not die, and let not his men 
be feiv.] In the. last clause of this verse, we repeat the 
word ?zo£ (which is.wanting in the Hebrew) without any ne- 
cessity: for .the words may be thus translated exactly, let 
Reuben live; and not die, though his men be few. Which 
seems to be a confirmation of the prophecy of Jacob, (Gen. 
xlix. 4.) that he should not excel, and yet should live, and- 
not perish; that is, be in some measure a flourishing tribe> , 
though not so numerous as some others. (See there.) And 
possibly it may be here suggested, that though they passed 
armed over Jordan before their brethren to settle them 
there, (according to their engagement, Numb, xxxii. 27, 
Josh. iv. 12, 13.) yet none of them should perish, but both 
they, and their wives, and children, that stayed behind 
them, should be all preserved. 

* Ver. 7. And this is the blessing of Judah.] As much as 
to say, Judah shall be remarkably blessed. For these 
words [this, is the blessing] are used of none of the rest of 
the- tribes, qither of Reuben, which went before, or the 
others that follow after. Here is no mention made of 
Simeon (who was next to Reuben), because that tribe 
was included in Judah, with whom their possessions were 
mixed, (Josh. xix..l.) and therefore they Avent together to 
make expeditions, (Judg* i. 3.) Judah also is here put 
before Levi, because it was to be the royal tribe, accord- 
ing to the prophecy of Jacob ; which Moses was assured 
God would fulfil, and therefore prays as follows : And he 
said, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah. Grant his peti- 
tion, when lie calls for help against his enemies. So On- , 
kelos paraphrases it, Hear his prayer when. he. goes forth 
to xvar. 

And bring him unto his people.] Return him home in 
peace unto his people ; as the same Onkelos expounds it. 

Let his hands be sufficient for him.] To avenge him of 
his enemies, as he also explains it. 

And be thou a help to him from his enemies.] Suffer 
them not to prevail over him, but give him the victory, 
when he fights with them. So the JerusalemTarguin para- 
phrases these two last passages ; Let his hands exercise 
revenge upon his enemies in battles, and, do thou support 
and. sustain him against those that hate him. This was 
notoriously fulfilled in this tribe, which was the most 
valiant and successful of all other. For in all their wars 
this tribe was the principal ; and the safety of all the rest 
seems to have depended upon this. (Sec Judg. i. 1, 2, &c. 
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xx. 18.) And as these places shew that this was the most 
considerable tribe before they had kings; so after that it 
was able, together with Benjamin, to maintain its ground 
against the other ten tribes, and all other opposcrs. 

Vcr. 8. And of Levi he said, Let thy thummim and thy 
urim be with thy holy-one.] Continue in this tribe the high 
dignity of consulting with thee, and receiving directions 
from thee, by the high-priest, concerning the public safety. 
Or, as some take it (because thummim is here set before 
urim, which is not in any other place), make them upright 
nnd faithful, as well as understanding and knowing, in the 
dischargo of their duty. For though by holy-one be prin- 
cipally meant the high-priest, who was in a peculiar man- 
ner anointed to be separated to the service of God, espe- 
cially in this part of it, to approach him with urim and 
thummim, (which gave Aaron the name of the saint of the 
Lord, Psal. cvi. 16.) yet it comprehends all the rest of the 
priests and Lcvitcs in conjunction with him; for they 
wcre.all separated unto the Lord, having signalized them- 
selves (as we speak) by their early zeal for the Lord, 
when their brethren apostatized to idolatry. Of which 
Moses takes notice in the next verse, Who said unto his 
father, &c. I have not seen him, &c. regarded, that is, no 
relation when they executed the commands of God against 
the worshippers of the golden calf. See our learned Dr.- 
Spencer, dc Leg. Hcbr. lib. iii. cap. 7. dissert. 7. where he 
treats also of these words, as they may be applied to our 
Lord Christ, the true holy-one of God; who is, indeed, a 
priest for ever, holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 
sinners, &c. (Heb. vii. 2G.) 

Whom thou didst prove at Massah.] Or, whom thou hast 
thoroughly proved. For the words in the Hebrew are, 
Whom in proving thou didst jwove ; the ancient interpreters 
not taking Massah for the name of a place (as wo do), but 
for trying or proving. And so, indeed, the words in the 
Hebrew seem to import; the particle [beth] before Massah 
being different from that before Meribah [which is al], 
though we translate them both alike by the word at. And 
thus the Jerusalem Targum paraphrases, Whom thou didst 
prove, or try, and he stood in the trial; that is, approved 
himself perfect or upright, as Onkelos expresses it. This 
procured that tribe a blessing from the Lord, (Exod. xxxii. 
26. 29.) and brought them into special grace and favour 
with him, as the word we translate holy-one signifies. For 
it is not kadoth, but chasid. 

• And tvith whom thou didst strive at the tvaters of Meribah.] 
Though God- did severely chide and reprove Moses and 
Aaron (who were the heads of this tribe), when they were 
tried at the waters of strife, (Numb. xx. 12, 13.) yet they 
did not forfeit their office by the offence they then com- 
mitted ; and, therefore, Moses prays it might still continue 
in Aaron's posterity. 

Vcr. 9. Who said unto his father and to his mother, I 
have not seen him, neither did he acknowledge his brethren, 
nor know his own children.] This relates unto the impartial 
execution of judgment by the Levites, upon the worship- 
pers of the golden calf, without respect of persons : (Exod. 
xxxii. 26, &c.) and as some will have it, to Phincas's zeal, 
mentioned in Numb. xxv. But, that it hath any respect to a 
more ancient judgment, given m the case of Judah and Tha- 
mar (as the Jerusalem Targum fancies), there is no ground 
to believe. (See Sclden, lib. ii. de Syncdr. cap. 8.n. 2.) 
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For they have observed thy word, and kepi thy covenant.] 
Sec Exod. xxxii. 28, 29. Abarbincl, and others, make 
this to be the reason of what follows. 

Vcr. 10. Tliey shall teach Jacob thy judgments, and Israel 
thy law.] Because they were so upright, as to take no no- 
tice of their dearest relations in judgment; therefore, they 
were entrusted with this office of teaching the people the 
statutes of God, that is, deciding all controversies which 
arose about any thing in the law. So the Jews expound 
it; and it is agreeable to what wc read in the seventeenth 
chapter of this book, (vcr. 9, 10.) and many other places, 
as Mr. Scldcn shews in the place forcnamed, p. 372, &c. 
and our Mr. Thorndike, in his Religious Assemblies, 
chap. 2. where he observes, the teaching here mentioned 
consisted in declaring the meaning and obligation of tho 
law in matters doubtful ; as is apparent from Lev. x. 8 — 11.' 
For though others might be members of their courts of judg- 
ment, yet they consisted chiefly of priests and Lcvitcs. 
As for teaching the people in their religious assemblies, 
that was not so much the office of the priests and Levites 
as of the prophets. For though the prophets, and the dis- 
ciples of the prophets, were commonly priests and Levites 
(who, being most free from the care of estates and inherit- 
ances, and by their office, in his ceremonial service, came 
nearest to God of all other men, were most likely to be 
endued with an extraordinary degree of knowledge, and of 
the fear of God), yet it is certain, that the charge of teach- 
ing the people in their assemblies belonged as well to those 
prophets who were not priests and Levites as to those that 
were. (See him, p. 25.) And this was. one reason, as* 
Maimonidcs observes, why the tribe of Levi might have no 
inheritance in the land, that, being free from the trouble of. 
ploughing and sowing, &c. they might wholly attend to the 
study of the law, and be able to teach Israel God's judg- 
ments, (More Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 39.) 

Tliey shall put incense before thee, and whole burnt-offer- 
ings upon thine a/far.] -This was the peculiar office and 
honour of the priests alone, to offer incense on the golden 
altar, and burnt-offerings upon the brazen. The Jerusalem 
Targum thus paraphrases it, Tliey shall put incense of pre* 
cious spice before thee, to pacify thine anger, and offer a 
most acceptable sacrifice upon thine altar. 

Vcr. 11. -Bless, Lord, his substance.] The word we here 
translate substance, is translated wealth, viii. 17, 18. which 
consisted most in cattle (they having no land to till), which 
he prays God to increase, that they might have sufficient 
sustenance for themselves and their family. It is a strangei 
fancy of some of the Jews, that whosoever offered incense 
grew rich, and thcrefore.no priest was suffered to offer in- 
cense more than once, that so riches might be derived to 
them all. Thus they trifle, while their hearts arc set on 
getting money, and not on growing good. (See Shcringham 
on Joma, p. 35, 36. and Mauritius de Sortitione Hcbraeo- 
rura, cap. 24. sect. 4.) 

And accept the work of his hands.] All their ministry at 
the altar where the priests officiated ; or about the taber- 
nacle, of which the Lcvitcs had the care. 

Smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and 
of them that hate him, that they rise not again.] For they 
who were enemies to the priests and Levites were enemies to 
religion, and to all civil government, which was chiefly admi- 
nistered by them, as was before observed. (Sec xvii. 8^-12.) 
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Ver. 12. And of Benjamin he said.] He mentions him 
next to Levi, because the temple, in which the priests offi- 
ciated, was partly situated in his lot. 

The beloved of the Lord.] Or, being: beloved of the Lord, 
as the LXX. interpret it, ^Hyairriulvog ino Kvpiov. 

Shall dwell in safety by him.] i. e. By the Lord; which 
signifies the stability of his portion, which had Jerusalem 
the holy city in it, as we read Josh, xviii. 28. For though 
Mount Sion was in the tribe of Judah, and so the sanc- 
tuary was there, (PsaL lxxviii. 68.).yet the city wherein it 
stood was not. Nay, the ancients think the altar of burnt- 
offering w r as in the tribe of Benjamin, as Kimchi observes 
upon that plac^ beforementioned in Joshua. (See upon 
Gen. xlix. 27.) And there are reasons to make one think, 
that Sion, in the place forenamed, and in others, is to be 
taken in a large sense, comprehending.Mount Moriah also, 
(on which the temple was built, 2 Chron. iii. 1.) which was 
in the tribe of Benjamin, and consequently the temple was 
situated in this tribe. 

And the Lord shall cover him all the day long.] The 
glory of the majestical presence of the Lord shall be a 
shield over him (to defend him) continually; as the Jeru- 
salem Targum expounds it. . 

And he sliall dwell upon his shoulders.] For the Divine 
Majesty (saith Onkelos) shall dwell in his country. It 
being in the temple, and the temple in the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, where it stood upon Mount: Moriah, as the head of 
a man doth upon his shoulders ; as Dr. Lightfoot glosses 
in his Temple Service, p. 145. edit. 1. Or the word we 
translate here shoulders may signify, as it is translated in 
other places, sides, (Numb, xxxiv. 11.) or borders. And 
nothing is more certain, than that the Divine habitation 
was in the borders of Benjamin, whose lot touched Judah's 
at Jerusalem; and was so united to it, that when the rest 
fell off from Judah, the tribe of Benjamin always adhered 
to it. 

This being the sense which the ancient interpreters give 
of this verse, and very agreeable to the words, I shall not 
trouble the reader with any other ; but only mention a con- 
ceit of Conradus Pellicanus, who, by the beloved, of the 
Lord here understands David, who dwelt in safety by Ben- 
jamin, though the king of that tribe persecuted. him, for 
God covered and protected him continually from violence, 
&c. It is strange that a maa otherwise judicious, and well 
acquainted with the Jewish learning, should propound this 
as the best interpretation he could think of, when there is 
nothing of a blessing. upon Benjamin in it. 

Vcr. 13. And of Joseph lie said.] This tribe follows next, 
his lot falling near to Benjamin, who lay between Judah 
and Joseph. 

Blessed of the Lord be his land.] He foretells that this 
tribe should be situated in a most plentiful country, and 
enriched by the Divine blessing upon it. 

For the precious- things of heaven.] Sending fruitful 
showers from heaven. 

For the dew.] Together with the evening and morning 
dews, which are no less refreshing to the earth than rain. 

And for the deep that coucheth beneath.] He means 
springs of water which burst out of the bowels of the earth, 
for the use of man and beast* 

Ver. 14. For the precious fruits of the sun.] Whose kindly 
heat brings them forth> and makes them grow to maturity. 

VOL. iu 
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And the precious things put forth by the moon.] For 
all fruits arc plumped by the moon's cool and fattening 
moisture in the night, which is digested by the fcun in the- 
day. Or, this passage may relate to the several sorts of 
fruit which are produced every month. So Onkelos in- 
terprets it, It produceth also sweet fruits at the beginning of 
every month. For the word jerachim in the Hebrew, being 
in the plural number, signifies moons, i. e. months. And so 
the Jerusalem Targum translates it, in every new moon, 
which comprehends the whole month. 

Ver. 15. And for the chief things of the ancient moun- 
tains^ and for the precious things of the lasting hills.] Such 
as Mount Ephraim, and Samaria, and Bashan, which were- 
exceeding fruitful in grapes and olives, and such-like ex- 
cellent fruit: and called ancient and lasting, because they 
were made together with the earth, in the beginning; and 
not mounts cast up by the art of men. (See Gen. xlix. 20.) 

Ver. 16. For theprecious things of the earth.] This seems 
to relate to their arable land, which he foretells should bring, 
forth great store of all sorts of corn. 

The word meged, which we translate precious, is repeated 
five times in these three last verses, signifying that which 
in its kind is most excellent and eximious, as that great man 
Ezekiel Spanhcmius observes upon Callimachus's hymn 
to Diana, ver. 245. where mentioning several instruments of 
music among the Greeks, whose names came from the He- 
brew, he thinks one called Maya&c (which was dpx a lov 
opyavov, as Athenseus saith, but he could not tell whether 
a wind or stringed instrument) came from this Hebrew 
word meged, for it was not of a Greek original. And in 
Cant. iv. 13. this word is translated pleasant, as all music 
is ; but that especially which was made by this instrument 
Mdyadtg. For Plato, who took it for a stringed instrument, 
calls it 7roXvxopSwrarov, Anacrcon saying he had one of 
twenty strings, as Spanhemius notes upon the hymn in 
Delum, p.472. 

Andfulness thereof] By the fulness of the earth may be 
meant, either the plenty and abundance of its fruits, or the 
ripeness thereof, as Bochartus observes in his Canaan. * 

And for the good-will of him that dwelt in the bush.] 
That is, of God, whose majesty (as Onkelos paraphrases) 
dwells in the heavens, and was revealed to Moses in the bush, 
(Exod. iii. 2. 4.) That is, the Schcchinah there appeared 
in a most glorious manner, and the Lord told Moses he was. 
there present, whose good-will, which is the fountain of all 
blessings (for to it they owed their deliverance out of 
Egypt, which God then promised to Moses out of the bush), 
he wished might be the peculiar portion of Joseph. . 

Let the blessing come upon the head of Joseph.] The word 
blessing is not in the Hebrew; but this being connected 
with the foregoing words, may be thought a prayer, that 
the good-will of God, the fountain (as I said) of all bless- 
ings, may rest upon Joseph. Or, as Onkelos translates it, 
Let all those things (beforenamed) come upon the head of 
Joseph. And so the Jerusalem Targum expounds it, Let all 
these blessings come, and be made perfect uppn the head of 
Joseph. 

Upon the top of him that was separated from his brethren.'} 
That is, saith the same Targum, upon him tltat was m#dt 
ruler over all the land of Egypt, and splendid in the honour 
given him by his brethren. (See this explained upon Gen. 
xIix.2G.) , „ 
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Ver. 17. His glory is like the firstling of his bullock.'] Tho 
ancients thought there was so much majesty in the counte- 
nance of a bull, especially of a young bullock in its prime, 
lifting up its head, that they made it an emblem of kingly 
power, as Bochartus hath shewn out of several good au- 
thors in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 29. And ac- 
cordingly here it signifies, that the tribo of Ephraim should 
have royal authority established in it. For he doth not 
compare the person of Joseph to a young bullock, (though 
he was a goodly man, eminent for his beauty and comely 
proportions, Gen. xxxix. G.) but the tribes which sprang 
from him, as appears from the last words of this verse; 
whose glory he here comparing to that of a young bullock, 
and its glory consisting in its strength, the power of the 
tribes of Joseph is hereby denoted ; which was so great, 
that they were the chief support of the kingdom of Israel, 
which began in Jeroboam, who was king of ten tribes; 
after whom there followed a long race of kings till the 
captivity. There may be also some respect in these words 
unto Joshua, the first governor of all the people, who was 
of the tribe of Ephraim; as of Manasseh were Jair, Jcph- 
thah, and Gideon, who were famous men among the judges. 

It is remarkable also here, that Joseph is compared to 
the firstling of a bullock, because Reuben being set aside 
for his incest, Joseph had the right of primogeniture, in 
part, translated unto him, (1 Chron. v. 1, 2.) and, in conse- 
quence of it, had a double portion in the land of Canaan. 

It is to be noted likewise, that he is said to belike unto the 
firstling of his bullock, because there were not more goodly 
bullocks any where than in Bashan, (Amos iv. 1.) which fell 
to the share of some of the children of Manasseh, (Josh. 
xvii. 5.) 

There have been some great men, who, from this place 
and other conjectures, have fancied that Joseph was wor- 
shipped in Egypt after his death, under the form of an ox, 
by the name of Scrapis, which Bochartus hath confuted in 
tho book forenamed, cap. 34. 

And his horns are like the horns of an unicorn.] This is a 
farther description of the power and strength of the house 
of Joseph: for a horn is every where an emblem of mighty 
power and force, and an unicorn (as we translate the word 
reeni) is a very strong as well as a stately creature. But 
Bochartus hath alleged a great many things to prove, that 
teem is a sort of wild goat in Arabia, as big as a deer, and 
of the same colour, which they now call gazellas, (par. i. 
Hierozoicon, lib. iii. cap. 27.) There were some of them 
sent lately to the' French king by the divan of Tripoli, 
which had black horns, in shape like those of a goat, only 
they were round and pointed. But the tallness, strength, 
and swiftness of this creature, together with its fierce un- 
tameable nature, hath made Ludolphus (who at first was of 
Bochart's opinion) to conclude, upon second thoughts, that 
the reem in Scripture signifies the rhinoceros, as the Vulgar 
Latin here translates the word. See lib.i. Commcntar.in 
Histor. yEthiop. cap. 10. n. 74. which seems not so well to 
agree with these words of Moses ; which suppose tho crea- 
ture here spoken of to have two horns (he using the plural 
number), with which the two tribes descended from Joseph 
are very fitly compared. And so David mentions the horns 
of the reem, (Psal. xxii. 22.) But whatsoever creature 
it was, princes and great men were wont to be compared 
to it, as appears from Isa. xxxiv. 7. where the grandees (as 



we now speak) of Edom are called unicorns, as in the fol- 
lowing words they arc compared to bullocks and bulls. 

With them he shall push thepcoj 'e together.] Throw down 
all that oppose him, particularly the Canaanites.' For 
these (saith the Jerusalem Targum) are the great men of 
the Amoritcs, whom Joshua, the son of Nun, slew; who 
was of the tribe of Ephraim; and the captains which Gi- 
deon, tho son of Joash, slew, who was of the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh. 

To the ends of the earth.] Of the land of Canaan. 

And they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are 
the thousands of Manasseh.] These things shall be per- 
formed by the numerous armies of Ephraim and Manasseh. 
Of these are the benedictions of these two tribes; the 
younger of which he signifies should be more powerful 
than the elder, according to the prophecy of Jacob, (G^n* 
xlviii. 19.) 

Ver. 18. And ofZebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy 
going out] About their business, as the Jerusalem Targum 
expounds It, that is, their merchandise; which they exer- 
cised upon the sea of Genncsaret, where they were situated, 
and not far from the Mediterranean; in which he prays 
they might have such good success, as to fill their hearts 
with joy. There are those who understand this of their 
going out to war against their enemies, which is 'the expo- 
sition of Onkclos. And so this phrase is often used, parti- 
cularly in Gen. xiv. 8.; and the valour of this tribe is, 
upon one occasion, celebrated in Judg. v. 18. But Jacob's 
prophecy determines us rather to the other sense, Gen. xlix. 
13. where he represents this tribe as mariners rather than 
soldiers. Though it must be acknowledged, that there 
were great numbers among them in David's time, who were 
expert warriors, (1 Chron. xii. 33.) and that the Israelites 
generally were not addicted to traffic, the sea-coast being 
possessed by the Philistines and the Canaanites, save only 
what belonged to this tribe. 

And Issachar in thy tents.] The same Jerusalem Targum 
expounds it, Rejoice, ye house of Issachar, when ye come 
into your schools : for this was a learned tribe, at least in 
some ages, as appears from 1 Chron. xii. 32. But Jacob's 
prophecy rather determines us to another sense, which is, 
that they should grow rich by feeding cattle, and by hus- 
bandry : for which their country being very proper, they 
chose rather that quiet kind of life than merchandise. 
Though they were near neighbours to Zebulun, and for that 
reason, as well as because they were brethren by the same 
mother, are hero put both together in one benediction. 
This seems also best to agree with the phrase of rejoicing 
in tlteir tents; in which they are said anciently to dwell 
who fed cattle, Gen. iv. 10. And perhaps the learning that 
the children of Issachar are said to have had, in 1 Chron. 
xii. 32. which consisted in the understanding of the times, 
was nothing else but their skill in the proper seasons for 
sowing, and planting, and pruning, &c. to know what Israel 
ought to do in the management and improvement of their 
land; which was of great use, especially in that country. 

Ver. 19. Tltcy shall call the people unto the mountain.] 
Here Moses predicts the house of God should be set upon 
a mountain ; unto which, he saith, Zebulun (for the latter 
end of the verse shews he speaks particularly of them) 
should invite the rest of their tribes, by their forwardness 
and zeal, to go up to worship God at tho thrco great festi- 
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vals. So the JerusaTem Targum paraphrases, Behold, the 
people of the house of-Zebuhin shall be ready to go to the 
mount of the holy house of the Lord. Or, by the people, 
perhaps, he means the gentiles their neighbours, whom they 
should endeavour to bring to the service of the true God ; 
which was especially fulfilled when Christ came. (Matt. iv. 
15, 16.) 

TJiere they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness.] Liberal 
sacrifices, out of their honest gains by merchandise. 

For they shall sack of the abundance of the seas.] Import 
abundance of various commodities, and grow rich by their 
traffic. 

And of treasure hid in the sand.] This is a farther ampli- 
fication of the same thing, relating particularly to their im- 
portation of gold, and silver, and precious stones, which 
are digged out of the earth. Some think it hath respect to 
the rich mines which were in this country; but of that I 
can find no proof. 

Ver. 20. And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth 
Gad.] That is, blessed be God, who hath allotted to him 
such a large inheritance; which he afterward also farther 
enlarged, as we read 1 Chron. v. 18 — 20. 

He dwelleth as a lion.] Lives secure and fearless, though 
encompassed with enemies, whom the Gadites tore in pieces 
(as it here follows) if they offered to molest them. For this 
was a very warlike tribe, as we learn from 1 Chron. xii. 8. 
and therefore here compared to a lioness (so labi signi- 
fies), which equals a lion, if not exceeds him in strength and 
fierceness ; as Bochartus hath observed out of good au- 
thors in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iit. cap. 50. And so 
Onkelos here translates it, He dwelleth as a lioness. And the 
Jerusalem Targum puts in both, after this manner; He re- 
mains quiet, as a lion and a lioness; neither is there people 
or kingdom that shall stand before them. 

And teareth the arm tvith the crown of the head.] Kills 
the princes with their kings, as Onkelos truly expounds it. 
For by arms are meant men of strength and power; and by 
the crown of the head is properly to be understood the chief 
commander, ruler, or king. And therefore the LXX. also 
translate crown of the Jieadhy* Ag\ovra, prince, or supreme 
governor. 

Ver. 21 . And he provided the first part for himself] Ho 
first received his portion in the land which they conquered, 
as Onkelos expounds it. Which he is said hereto provide 
for himself because this tribe (with Reuben, and part of 
Manasseh) desired to be possessed of the country of Sihon, 
which was accordingly given to them, (Numb, xxxii. 1, 
2. Si.) 

„ Because there, in apoi'tion of the lawgiver.] Which Moses 
(who was their lawgiver) gave them by God's order; 
whereas the other nine tribes and a half had theirs given 
them by Joshua. 

Was he seated.] The word in tho Hebrew signifies hid, 
i. e. protected, when, going to the war in Canaan, they left 
their wives, and children, and cattle, without any defence, 
but God's providence, according to the promise they made 
to Moses, (Numb, xxxii. 1G, 17, &c.) What the Jerusalem 
Targum, and Onkelos; and several of the rabbins, even 
Aharbinel himself, here say, of Moses being buried in this 
tribe (which they make the sense of these words), I think 
is no more to the purpose, than what the cabalists observe 
upon this place, that, in the blessing of Gad, the whole al- 
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phabet is found, because Moses our master (saith Baal-Hat- 
turim) was buried in his territory, who observed the whole 
law from aleph to tau, i. e. from the beginning to the end. 
(See Theodoric Hackspan. Cab. Judaica, n. 10.) 

And he came.] He speaks of this as a thing already done, 
because he certainly foresaw they would perform their en- 
gagement. ' : 

With the heads of the people.] With the chief commanders 
of the rest of the tribes of Israel. Or, as the words may be 
translated more literally, he came, the heads of the people ; 
i. e. the Gadites marched in the front before the children 
of Israel. For so was the agreement between Moses and 
them, as we read in Numb, xxxii. 17. that they should go 
ready-armed before the children of Israel. Of which en- 
gagement Joshua put them in mind when they were enter; 
ihg into Canaan, (Josh. i. 14.) and they stood to it, (ver. ■ 
1G, 17.) 

He executed the justice of the Lord.] Upon the seven na- 
tions of Canaan, whom God commanded them to extirpate. 

And his judgments with Israel.] Going in the foremost 
of *the Israelites to battle; till the whole country was 
subdued to them, (Numb, xxxii. 21, 22. 29. Josh. xxii. 
1_3, & c .) 

Ver. 22. And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp.] 
Courageous as a young lion ; so Onkelos. ' Which was 
most eminently verified in Samson, who was of this tribe ; « 
and whom "the Spirit of the Lord began to move in the 
camp of Dan," (Judg. xiii. 25.) 

He shall leap from Bashan.] The tribe of Han had no 
inheritance near Bashan; but he compares them to the 
young lions of that place. For lions haunted mountains, 
(Cant. iv. 8.) and this mountain in particular was famous 
for them, and bred very fierce ones; which every one 
knows leap upon their prey, when they assault it, and 
fasten their nails and their teeth in it. (SoBochart observes 
many ancient authors describe them, par. i. Hierozoicon, 
lib. iii. cap. 2. p. 739.) And thus did the Danites on a sud- 
den leap from one end of Judah to another, and seized on * 
the city of Laish, near to the fountain of Jordan, calling it 
by the name of Dan, as we read Judg. xviii. 29. . - 

Ver. 23. And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied 
tvith favour.] That is, with the favour of God, which is ex- 
plained in the next words. 

And full with the blessing of the Lord.] The word full, as 
Maimonides observes, signifies that which is most perfect * 
and absolute in its kind, (More Neyoch. par. i. cap. 19.) 
Such was the country of Galilee, wherein this tribe had • 
their possession, which was irfwv re itaaa, teal tvfiorog, &c. 
(as Josephus speaks, lib. iii. de BelloJudaico, cap. 4.) fat > 
throughout in all its parts, and very fertile; planted with all 
manner of trees, insomuch that it invited him to husbandry, 
who was averse to labour; and by that means was entirely 
inhabited, and had no void space in all the country, &c. 

Possess thou the west and the south.] The same Josephus 
makes this tribe to have possessed the east and the north 
in the upper Galilee, (lib. v. Antiq. cap. 1. p. 142.) which 
is directly contrary to what Moses here saith; therefore 
Bochartus (in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 18.) ju- 
diciously expounds these words of Moses, not with respect 
to the whole land of Canaan, but to the Danites before- 
mentioned. For the portion of Naphtali extended from 
the south of the city called Dan, or Laish, to the sea of 
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Tiberias, And so the three Chaldco paraphrasts expound 
the Hebrew word jam (which we translate west) by the sea 
of Tiberias, or Gcnncsarct, which is the same ; for tho He- 
brews call great lakes by the name of seas. And by this 
sea is not meant the Mediterranean, but the sea of Galilee, 
or Tiberias, or Gcnncsaret; for by all these names it is 
called, as Mr. Scldcn observes in his MareClausnm, p. 21. 

Ver. 24. And of Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with 
children.'] With a numerous and beautiful issue. 

Let him be acceptable to his brethren.] All the rest of the 
Israelites shall court them, for their goodly aspect; or (as 
some rather think) he prophesies this tribe should win the 
favour and affection of others, by their, affability and 
obliging behaviour ; for which Jacob predicts they should 
be famous, (Gen. xliv. 21.) 

And let him dip Ms foot in oil.] Be planted in a rich soil, 
full of olive-trees; which should make oil so plentiful, 
that they might not only wash their faces, but their feet in 
it. Onkelos translates, He shall be nourished with the de- 
lights of kings. 

Ver. 25. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass.] Or, as in the 
margin, Under thy feet shall be iron ; which hath made 
some think these minerals were digged out of Libanus, near 
towhichlay the tribe of Asher; who, according to this ex- 
position, trod upon a soil full of iron and brass. But no au- 
thor, Bochartus saith, mentions any such thing as the brass 
of Lihanus; and therefore some understand by these ex- 
pressions, the barbarous people that dwelt in Galilee of 
the gentiles, who pressed the Asseritcs, as an iron shoe or 
fetters do the feet. But the Arabic here by nninal, which 
we translate shoe, understands a bolt or bar; and renders 
this passage, Thy bolts shall be iron and brass; that is, as 
Onkelos expresses it, They should be as strong as iron and 
brass. And so Kimchi, expounding the words of Jonathan, 
(who interprets it, Thy habitation shall be as strong, &c.) 
saith the meaning is, Their country should be as well fenced, 
as if it had been shut up in brazen or iron walls; and R. So- 
lomon to the same purpose. (See Hierozoicon, par. ii. 
lib. vi. cap. 16.) But I have observed, that the same Bo- 
chartus acknowledges in his Phaleg. that Sarcpta, (which 
the Hebrews call Zarcphath, 1" Kings xvii. 9.) a city of 
Sidon, had its name from the brass and iron which were 
here melted ; being in great plenty in that country, as the 
Hebrews gather from this blessing of the tribe of Asher 
(who were the inhabitants of those places), Iron and brass 
are under thy shoe, as he there interprets it, (lib. iv. cap. 
84.) And so a very learned man, long before him, David 
Chytraeus, expounds these words, and adds this observa- 
tion ; " Nam Sidon et Sarepta, quae a metallis excoquendis 
nomen habet,in tribu Asscr fuerunt." For Sidon and Sa- 
repta, which had its name from the melting of metals there, 
were in the tribe of Asher. 

And as thy days, so shall thy strength be.] The same 
Chytraeus expounds it, All the time of their life, they should 
retain the same vigour of body and mind. Which seems to 
be the sense of Onkelos, As the days of thy youth, so shall 
thy strength be. And the Jerusalem Targum more ex- 
pressly, Such as they were in the days of their youth, such 
they should be in their old age. Or simply, these words 
signify, that this tribe should grow stronger and stronger; 
which Hottinger seems to have aimed at, when he pro- 
pounded this exposition in his Smegma Oricntalc, cap. 7. 

Dinitized bv 



As arc thy days, so are thy riches and wealth. Masius, 
quite contrary, upon Josh. xix. 31. interprets these words 
to signify, that Ihcy should have perpetual conflicts with 
the old inhabitants of the country. All which various in- 
terpretations proceed from the uncertain signification of the 
Hebrew word daba, which wc render strength. 

Ver. 2G. There is none like unto the God ofJeshurun.] 
And now, having blessed every particular tribe, he con- 
cludes with this general demonstration of their happines?, 
that their God was not like the gods of other nations, but 
super-eminent in all perfections. And therefore they mus>t 
needs be blessed (as the same Chytraeus explains it), who 
had him propitious to therh, as their father, their keeper, 
their defender, avenger, and saviour from all their enemies. 

Who rideth upon the heavens in thy help.] Who com- 
mandcth in the heavens, as well as in the earth ; and sends 
help and succour to thee from thence by thunder, light- 
ning, and hailstones; as we read he did in many places, 
(Psal. xviii. 8, 9, &c. lxviii. 33— 35.) "And as he that 
rides upon a horse, turns him this way, and that way, as 
he pleaseth, (they are the words of Maimonidcs in his 
More Nevochim, par. i. cap. 70.) so God by Ms power and 
pleasure commands the heavens; and is not fixed to them, 
as the soul of them (tfhich was the foolish opinion of the 
Zabii), but, as the rider is far more honourable and excel- 
lent than the beast on which he sits, and of a quite different 
species from it; so God is represented by this metaphor 
(though but iu a w T cak manner), as separate fromthe hea- 
vens, and of a more excellent nature, far transcending 
them, which are but the instruments he uses, to fulfil his 
will and pleasure." 

And in his excellency on the sky.] Or, as it may be trans- 
lated word for word, and in his magnificence, the clouds. 
From whence he sends such storms and tempests, as de- 
monstrate his po'wcr. 

Ver. 27. The eternal God is thy refuge.] Or, dwelling- 
place; to whom they might always betake themselves for 
safety, arid never fail of it, (Psal. xc. 1.) In the Hebrewthe 
words arc, The eternal God is the habitation, or dwelling- 
place ; from whence the Jews have framed this maxim, to 
preserve all men from having low thoughts of God, as if he 
was contained in any thing, God is the place wherein the 
world dwells, and not the world the place where God dwells. 
So Maimonidcs observes in the place abovenamed, bu£ of 
Bcrcschith Rabba. 

And underneath are the everlasting arms.] To support 
all those, with an unwearied power and care, who commit 
themselves unto him. 

And he shall thrust out the enemy front before thee.] As 
he had carried them through the wilderness with an un- 
wearied care, so he promises God would expel the Ca- 
naanites, and make room for them in their country. 

Andshall say, Destroy them.] Give the Israelites power, as 
well as authority, to root them out. For to say here is as much 
as to do, and therefore signifies executing their destruction. 

Ver. 28. Israel, thou shalt dwell in safety alone.] Live in 
quiet and peace, separate from all other people: or, the 
Divine protection shall be sufficient for their security. 
This Rasi thinks was fulfilled in tho days of Solomon: 
(1 Kings iv. 25.) but others of them think it is still to be v 
fulfilled. 

The fountain of Jacob.] That is, his posterity, who 



CHAP. XXXIIlJ 



UPON DEUTERONOMY. 



49 



flowed from him as a river from a fountain, (Isa. xlviii. 1. 
li. 1.) Coeceius thinks these words should be joined to 
the foregoing in this manner, Israel shall dwell in safety 
alone by the fountain of Jacob, that is, by God. But 
though this may have some countenance from the ancient 
interpreters (as I shall observe presently), yet most go the 
other way; there being the like expression in Psal.lxviii. 
26. Bless the Lord in the congregation, from the fountain 
of Israel: or, as it is in the margin, Ye that be of the 
fountain of Israel; t. e. are derived from him as your 
Father. 

Shall be upon a land of corn and wine : also his heavens 
shall drop down dew.'] In a fruitful country, upon which 
the heavens shall drop down refreshing dews. Onkelos 
paraphrases the whole thus, Israel shall dwell securely 
alone, according to the blessing tvherewith Jacob's father 
blessed them, in a land of com, &c* And so the Jerusalem 
Targum (making more express mention of the word foun- 
tain J, Israel shall dwell by himself securely ', from the foun- 
tain of benediction, wherewith Jacob blessed them, in a land 
producing wine and oil; and the heavens above are com- 
manded to send dews and rain upon them. 

Ver. 29. Happy art thou,. O Israel.] He was not able 
farther to express their happiness, and therefore breaks out 
into admiration of it; exciting them thereby to be deeply 
sensible of it, and affected with it. 

Mlio is like unto thee.] Who had the Lord for their God, 
as he said before, ver. 26, &c. and iv. 7, 8. 

A people saved by the Lord.] Who have been redeemed 
by his mighty power. So the Jerusalem Targum, Whose 
redemption (I suppose he meant out of Egypt) is from the 
presence of the Lord. Who had preserved them ever since, 
and would still protect them, as it here follows. 

This R. Isaac (in Chissuk Emuna, par. i. cap. 18.) saith, 
signifies the spiritual blessings God bestowed on them. 
For true felicity (saith he) doth not consist in victory over 
enemies, and plenty of corn, or such-like things, of which 
he had spoken before in the foregoing verse, but in the sal- 
vation of the soul, of which no nation in the world was 
secure but the Jews ; which made Moses (saith he) break 
out into these words, O happy people saved by the Lord! 
As much as to say, Among all people, is there any saved 
like to thee? This he saith, because Christians were wont 
to tell them, that they fixcd„ their minds wholly on the cor- 
poral felicity, which their law promised them ; which made 
him look about to find out all that he could draw to a 
higher sense. And he fixes so much upon these words, 
that he repeats it again, a little after, that the salvation 
here promised is everlasting. Arid yet his eyes could not 
be opened to sec, that this salvation was to be brought to 
them by the Messiah: and that our Lord Jesus is he, 
whose gospel is as full of such promises as their law is of 
the promises of corn, and wine, and oil. 

The shield of thy help.] To.defend them from all the as- 
saults of their enemies. He adds this, saith the same It. 
Isaac, to shew that they to whom he promises spiritual 
blessings, are not thereby put out of hope of temporal ; for 
the people that arc saved by the Lord have him also for 
their shield and their sword, as it here follows. 

And who is the sword of thy excellency!] To cut their 
enemies in pieces, so that they should glory and boast in 
magnificent victories over thenu Or, as Onkelos trans- 



lates it, From his presence are all the victories of thy va- 
liant men. 

And thine enemies shall be found liars unto thee.] Find 
themselves deceived in all their vain hopes of saving them- 
selves or hurting the Israelites. Or, should be so afraid of 
them, that with feigned stories they should court their friend- 
ship, as the Gibeonites did. Or, more simply, should sub- 
mit to them, though not heartily, yet out of fear, as this 
phrase is used, Psal. xviii. 44. lxvi. 3. and other places. 

And thou shall tread upon their high places.] Upon the 
necks of their kings, as both Onkelos and the Jerusalem 
Targum understand it, taking bamoth here for great men, 
in high stations. And thus Joshua did, as we read Josh. 
x. 21. But this word commonly signifies, either strong 
holds, or places of idolatrous worship; which neither their 
great men nor their gods themselves should be able to pre- 
serve from ruiri. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Vert 1. joiND Moses went up.] Having thus dcdaTed his 
affectionate concern for the happiness of every one of 
them, he took his leave of the elders and all the people, 
and went up whither God had commanded him, (xxxii; 
49, &c.) : 

From the plains ofMoab.] In which was their last station 
before they entered into Canaan, Numb, xxxiii. 48— L 50. 
where God delivered several commands to themj Numb; 
xxxv. 1. xxx vi. 13. and where Moses spake to them what 
w r e read in this book, Dcut. i. 5. 

Unto the mountain ofNebb.] Which was thie highest part . 
of the mountain of Abarim, as appears from Numb, xxvii. 
12. compared with Deut. xxxii. 49. Near to which there 
was a city of the same name, (Numb, xxxii. 38. Isa. xv. 2.) 

To the top of Pisgah.] Which was the very top of the 
mountain Nebo. (See Deut. iii. 27. Numb. xxi. 20.) 

That is over against Jericho.] A famous city on the other 
side of Jordan. I see no ground to believe that the people 
of Israel accompanied him hither (as Josephus tells the 
story), with so many. tears, that Moses wept also; and 
having beseeehed them not to take his departure so heavily, 
he dismissed them together with the elders, and remained 
there alone. 

. And the Lord.] Or, as Jonathan hath it, the Word of the 
Lord, who had accompanied him with his blessed presence 
through the wilderness. 

Shewed him all the land of Gilead unto Dan.] God hatt 
often promised him that he should see the good land pro- 
mised to their fathers, though not be permitted to enter into 
it, (Numb, xxvi* 12. Deut; iii. 27.) And now fulfils his 
word, and gives him a full prospect of it; bidding him first 
look northwards, through the whole land of Gilead (which 
comprehends all that was given to the two tribes and half 
on this side Jordan, where they now were) to the land of 
Naphtali, which was in the upper Galilee, beyond the sea of 
Gennesaret, as far as to the utmost northern border, which 
was then called Laish, and afterwards Dan, (Josh, xix.47. 
Judg. xviii. 28.) and in latter times Cesarsea Philippi. 

The mention of Dan, which was not the name of this 
place till after that tribe had conquered Laish, in the time 
of the judges* shews, that this was not written at the same 
time with the rest of this book, no more than what we read 



'wf \^^^\^i 



50 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. XXXIV. 



(ver. 5, G. 10.) of his death and burial, &c. (unless \vc sup- 
pose Moses to have given an account of his own death and 
burial by tho spirit of prophecy, which is not probable), but 
it is most likely by Samuel, who wns a prophet, and wrote 
by Divine authority what he found in the records which 
were left by Joshua and others who succeeded him ; who 
gave an account of Moses's leaving the world, and of all 
that was done after, till the end of the time of the judges. 

Ver. 2. And all Naphtali, and the laud ofEphrahn, and 
Manasseh.*] Having seen the northern parts, he bade him 
turn his eyes towards the midland country, where Ephraim 
and Manasseh were situated. 
And all the land of Judak.] Which lay southerly. 
Unto the utmost sea.] By which some understand the 
Salt Sea, which lay on the south border of the land of Ju- 
dah, (Numb, xxxiv. 3.) But then there will be no mention 
of the western part of Canaan, which lay upon the Medi- 
terranean or Midland Sea, which is hereby meant. 

Ver. 3. And the south.'] And after he had seen the south, 
which the tribes of Judah and Simeon inhabited, he bade 
him take a view of the eastern parts of the country, as it 
here follows. 

And the plain of the valley of Jericho,] All the region 
about Jordan, especially the lovely plain of Jericho ; which 
is very much celebrated by other authors, and lay in the 
tr be of Benjamin. 

The city of palm-trees.] Which is often mentioned in 
Scripture; sometimes without, and sometimes with the name 
of Jericho, (Judg. i, 1G. iii. 13. 2 Chron. xxviii. 15.) which 
was so called, because a multitude of palm-trees grew 
about it> as Strabo (as well as Josephus) testifies in his 
Geograph. lib. xvi. p. 763. where he describes this plain, 
as IlcSiov tdtckhj 7r£pttxo/nvov opuvy Tivi, &c. as encompassed 
about with mountains, after the manner of a theatre, abound- 
ing -with palm-trees, and other garden-trees mixed with 
them, for the space of a hundred stadia. And there was 
also, he observes, r O rov )3aX<rajuov Uaoadei<roQ f the paradise 
of balsam; which is a rare aromatic plant, like to the tur- 
pentine-tree, whose juice is of great virtue and value, &c. 
From which odoriferous plant growing here, some think 
this city had the name of Jericho, signifying sweet-smell- 
ing. So R. Judas, in the Gemara of Beracoth, where he 
mentions this tree as growing about Jericho, and thence de- 
rives its name from the Hebrew word reach, which signifies 
a sweet smell. This is more probable than the conjecture 
of D. Cbytraeus, who imagines Jericho to come from Jerec, 
which signifies the moon; and in their German language, 
be thinks, might be called Luncburgh. , 

Unto Zoar.] Which lay in the entrance of the Salt Sea. 
Ver. 4. And the Lord said unto him.] After he had 
shewed him the land, the Word of the Lord (as the Jeru- 
salem Targum hath it) spake these words to him which fol- 
low. And God having been wont to speak to Moses out 
of the cloud of glory, Josephus conceives that now he was 
encompassed with it, and from thence heard this voice; 
which the Jows fancy was so loud, that the people heard 
it into the camp. Thus at our Saviour's transfiguration 
upon the holy mount, a glorious cloud overshadowed him 
and his three apostles, who heard the voice say to them, 
This is my beloved Son, &c. The Samaritans, as. Ilottingcr 
.relates in his Smegma Oriontale, cap. 8. p. 456. tell the 
story thus: That Joshua, Eleazar the priest, and all the 



elders ' accompanying hira to the mount, fell into such a 
passion, when they were to take their leave, that they could 
not be parted from him. Whereupon the pillar of fire 
came down, which separated them from Moses, so that 
they saw him no more. 

This is the land which Istcare unto Abraham, unto Isadt, 
and tin to Jacob, saijing, I will give it unto thy seed.] Gen. 
xii. 7. xiii. 15. xv. 18, &c. 

I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes.'] Which the 
Lord strengthened, it is likely, with a greater vigour than 
usual, that he might tako a larger prospect, than otherwise 
he could have done, of this country. Or, as some of the 
Jews understand it, he laid a map of it before his eyes, 
wherein every part of it was exactly described. But that 
might have been done in the plains of Moab, without going 
up into a mountain ; therefore the other is more reasonable, 
that he strengthened his Yisive faculty with a greater power, 
to sec the whole country in its length and breadth, &c. 
And therefore some of the rabbins have been so wise as to 
put both together, as J. Bened. Carpzovins observes out 
of several of them, (upon Schickard's JusRegium, cap. 5. 
Theor. 1G. p. 285.) who thus speak: " God shewed him 
the whole land, as in a garden plot, forty miles in breadth, 
and as many in length ; and gave his eyes such a power of 
contemplating the whole land, from the beginning to the 
end, that he saw hills and dales, what was open, and what 
was enclosed, remote or nigh, at one view." 

But thou shalt not go over thither.] This he had often 
said to him: and now mentions it,. that he might die in a 
comfortable sense, that he had been as good as his word to* 
him, and consequently carry this belief along with him 
into the other world, that he would make good the oath 
which he swarc to their fathers, of bringing them into Ca- 
naan, and there fulfil all that he had foretold. 

Ver. 5. So Moses, the servant of the Lord.] So God him- 
self calls him after his death, in the next book, Josh. i. 2. 
7. as the most eminent minister of his, that he had hitherto 
employed in Israel. But the observation of R. Bechai is 
not well founded, that he is not called the servant of the 
Lord till -after he was dead, and then admitted unto the 
nearest familiarity with the Divine Majesty: for though 
these very words are not used, yet the Lord calls him my 
servant Moses, which is the same thing, Numb. xii. 7. 

Died in the land of Moab.] For this country was still so 
called, because it anciently belonged to the Moabites, 
(see Numb. xxi. 2C.) from whom Sihon had taken it, as 
Israel now had taken it from him: so that he really died 
in the land of Israel. 

According to the word of the Lord.] The Jerusalem Tar- 
gum expounds this very soberly, According to the sentence 
of tlte decree of the Lord; that is, as the Lord had deter- 
mined and declared he should, xxxii. 49, 50. And so this 
phrase is commonly used in this very book, xvii. 6. 10, 11. 
as well as in other places of the Pentateuch, Numb. ix. 20. 
xiii. 3, &c. which will warrant this interpretation, That 
Moses did not die of any disease, nor was worn out with 
age, but merely because God, the supreme governor of all 
things, so ordered it. But some of the Jews, not satisfied 
with this, have far-fetched conceits concerning the death of 
Moses from these words: for because it is said he died, al 
pi, at the mouth (as the words are literally in the Hebrew) 
of the Lord, Maimonidcs himself saith, that their wise men 
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think (and he seems of their opinion), that it signifies the 
Lord drew his soul out of his body with a kiss. And thus 
died Aaron and Miriam, but none besides them. Of Aaron 
indeed it is expressly said he died, al pi, of the Lord, but 
it is not said of Miriam; and yet they will have her to 
have had the same favour; that is, they died, saith he, of 
too much love, from the pleasure they had in the thoughts 
of God; which apprehension of God, conjunct with the 
highest love to him, he thinks is called kissing, (Cant. i. 2.) 
** Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth," (More 
Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 51.) But this is not the meaning 
of the phrase, though, no doubt, Moses departed this life in 
a most delectaWe sense and taste of the Divine love, hav- 
ing no unwillingness to die, nor being surprised with death; 
for he knew the time, and the place, and the manner of it: 
and as he did not die of any disease (as was said before), 
or of old age, or by external force, but only by the will 
and pleasure of God, who took his soul out of his body; 
so he did not part with it against his will, nor with any 
fear, but, with a placid mind and composed spirit, com- 
mitted himself to God, in whose embraces (as we may 
speak) he expired: and this it is likely the ancient Jews 
meant, when they said, his soul departed with a kiss. 

As to the time of his death, the Scripture doth not men- 
tion the year, the month, and the day; but the Jews com- 
monly place it in the last month of the fortieth year after 
their coming out of Egypt, called Adar, and the seventh 
day of that month. Thus they say, in Seder Olam Rabba, 
cap. 10. and in their Calendar which they now follow; and 
so Patricides, in Hottinger's Smegma Orientale, p. 457. 
But onr great primate of Ireland in his Annals observes, 
that it agrees better with the following history, to place 
his death in the first day of that month; and Torniellus 
makes the same computation, that it must be either in the 
latter end of the eleventh month, or in the beginning of the 
twelfth. 

Ver. G. And lie buried himJ\ This refers to. the words 
foregoing; viz. the Lord, who commanded his angels to 
bury him. So Epiphanius, Ivtrafylauav ol *Ayye\ot, &c. 
Haercs. ix. p. 28. and see p. GOO. Though in the Scripture 
active words are very often used passively, and the mean- 
ing may be only that he was buried, yet there is this to bo 
said for the other sense, that thereupon it is thought, that 
the-contest arose between Michael the archangel and the 
devil (as St. Chrysostom, Theodoret, Procopius Gazseus, 
and others take it), who would not have had him buried, 
but opposed it, that he might administer an occasion to 
the Jews to commit idolatry; though we never find that 
the Jews were given to the worship of relics, as our most 
learned Usher observes in his Annals. (Sec there.) 

In a valley in the land ofMoab, over against Beth-Peor.'] 
This valley was in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites, 
(iv. 46.) who had taken it from the Moabites, as I noted 
before, and was now possessed by the Israelites. And 
Beth-Peor was a part of the possession of Reuben, (Josh, 
xiii. 20.) which was a place where the temple of Peor an- 
ciently stood; from whence it had its name: for this idol is 
not only called Baal-Pcor, but simply Peor; (Josh. xxii. 
17.) and as Beth-Baal is the temple of Baal, so Beth-Peor 
is the temple of Peor, as L Gor. Vossius observes, de 
Orig.et Progr. Idol. lib. ii. cap. 7. 
* Now by all these circumstances of his burial, it appears 



how frivolous that opinion of the Jews is, mentioned in 
Jalkut, out of Siphri, that Moses did not really die, but was 
translated into heaven, where he stands and ministers be- 
fore God; which conceit Josephus himself follows, lib. iv. 
Antiq. cap. 8. where he saith, that he having dismissed 
the elders, who went with him to Mount Abarim, and then 
conversing awhile with Eleazar and Joshua, while he em- 
braced them, vtyovg al<j>vi$iov virlp ahrov gtclvtog, a cloud on 
a sudden coming upon him, he was snatched out of their 
sight into a certain valley: which is not only beside, but 
contrary to the Scripture, which saith he died, and was 
buried in the valley. And yet some of the ancient fathers, 
particularly St. Ambrose and St. Hilary, have followed this 
opinion, that when Moses is said to die, it doth not signify 
the separation of his soul from his body, but his translation 
to a better life. See Sixtus Scncnsis, in bis Bibliotheca, 
lib. v. Annot. 61. where he observes, this is not only against 
Scripture, but against the sense of almost all ecclesiastical 
writers. 

But<no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day. J 
These words, unto this day, shew that this passage was not 
written by Moses, as Josephus and Philo imagine, who say 
ho wrote this by the spirit of prophecy. (See ver. 1.) The 
reason why his body was concealed most think to have 
been, lest in future times it should become an object of 
their worship. So R. Levi ben Gersom: '* Future genera- 
tions, perhaps, might have made a god of him, because of 
the fame of his miracles: for do we not see how some of 
the Israelites erred, in the brazen serpent which Moses 
made?" And the heresy of the Melchiscdekians shews this 
was no vain fear, (as Hermannus Witsius observes, lib. i. 
Miscell. cap. 17.) if Epiphanius may be believed, who 
saith, that in Arabia Petraea, Sea to Stoaiifieta Scov vopiZovm, 
&c. they thought him to be God, because of his wonders he 
wrought, and worshipped his image. What would they 
have done, if they had had his very body? which he did 
not desire to be carried into Canaan, and buried among 
his ancestors, as Joseph ordered concerning his bones: 
for he understood, it is likely, the mind of God to be, that, 
as he should not go over Jordan while he was alive, so his 
body should not be carried over when he.was dead; which 
R. Chama thinks might have proved dangerous, because in 
the time of their distress (especially at the captivity of the 
land) the children of Israel might have been prone to run 
to his sepulchre, and beg him with tears to pray for them, 
whose prayers had been so prevalent for them in his life- 
time: for such a piece "of superstition, it seems, crept in 
among them in latter ages; of which see Wagenseil upon- 
the Gemara of Sota, cap. 1, sect. 52. annot. 2. 

But though no man knew where Moses was buried 
wheu this was written, yet some Maronite shepherds, wc 
are told, have pretonded lately (1G55) to find out his 
tomb, with this inscription in Hebrew, Moses, the servant of 
tJie Lord. A great stir was made about it, as the same 
Witsius observes, out of Hornius'sHistoriaEcclesiastica. 
But a learned Jew, he saith, so confuted the story, shewing- 
it was another Moses whose tomb they found, that the re- 
port presently vanished; and the learned Wagcnseil makes 
some probable guesses, that it was the tomb of Moses 
Maimonides. (Sec Annot. 6. in Gemara Sota, cap. 3. 
sect. 51.) But Bartoloccius, in his late Bibliotheca Rab- 
binica, torn. iii. p. 928, &c. hath made, it very, probable/ 
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that Hornius was imposed upon by somebody in this nar- 
ration, there being no such authors known among tho Jews 
as R. Jakum, or Jacornus ben Gad, who, he saith, con- 
futed this talc. 

Ver. 7. And teas a hundred and twenty years old when 
he died J] A third part of which time, wanting one month, 
he had been employed in the government of Israel, as Jo- 
sephus observes in the conclusion of his fourth book of 
Antiquities. 

His eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.] That 
is, he had all the vigour of youth remaining, there being 
not so much as a wrinkle in his checks: so some of the 
ancients interpret the last clause: others, he had not lost 
so much as a tooth out of his mouth. (See Bochartus, in 
his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 45. p. 506.) Both On- 
kclos and the Jerusalem Targum refer it to the splendour of 
his countenance, which continued to the last. From hence 
it was that the heathen, who were not wholly unacquainted 
with this story, but had not a perfect knowledge of it, ima- 
gined that Moses was troubled to die, when he was so vi- 
gorous; for TrebclliusPollio, in the life of Claudius, saith, 
that tho most learned mathematicians were wont to say, 
that no man lived beyond a hundred and twenty years: 
for though Moses lived a hundred and fivc-and-twenty 
years (so he mistakes), being " Dei, ut Judseorum libri lo- 
quantur, familiaris/' a man familiar ivitJi God, as the books 
of the Jews tell us; yet ho complaining that " juvenis inte- 
ract," he died when he was young, they say he was told by 
an uncertain God, that no man should ever live longer. 
This mistake arose from their misinterpretation of those 
words, Gen. vi. 3. " Yet his days shall be a hundred and 
twenty years:" forHuetius well observes, that this incertuf 
Deus was the true God, the creator of heaven and earth; 
whom St. Paul saith they called also the unknown God, 
Dcmonstr. Evang. propos. 4. cap. 1. n. 57. And I cannot 
ljut add, that this passage out of Trebellius was taken 
notice of above a hundred years ago, by a learned man I 
have often mentioned, David Chytroeus, to shew that these 
sacred books were not unknown to the heathen, and that 
they had a reverence for them. 

Vcr. 8. And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the 
plains of Moab thirty days.] The time of mourning for thd 
dead was longer or shorter, according to the dignity of the 
person. And the Jews have a tradition which distinguishes 
between the days of weeping and mourning; the former of 
which n^ver exceeded a month, which was the time they 
wept for Moses; the latter never lasted more than a year, 
as they gather from the example of the greatest doctor 
they ever had, It. Judah, who composed the Mischna; for 
whoni they mourned twelve months. (See Schickard, in his 
Jus Regium, cap. G. Theor. 19. and upon Gen. 1. 3. 10. 
Numb. x.x. 29.) 

So the days of weeping and mourning for 3Ioses were 
ended.] They lamented him completely thirty days, and no 
longer. By which it seems, that weeping and mourning 
(whatsoever difference was between them) were anciently 
of the same length, though the Jews, in the forenamed tra- 
dition, are pleased to make the one last much longer than 
the other. 

Now by this, and what follows in the book of Joshua, 
wo may certainly know tho truth of what I said (on vcr. 5.) 
concerning the day on which Moses died; for if we add 



unto these thirty days, which followed immediately upon 
it, the three days wherein the spies lay hid in the mountain, 
(Josh. ii. 22.) and allow three or four days more for their 
going and coming back, and then add the three days they 
lay by Jordan before they passed over, (Josh. iii. 2.) they 
make just a month and ten days, from the first day of the 
last month, when I supposed Moses died, unto the day they 
got safe over Jordan, which was the tenth day of the first 
month; whereas, if we reckon as the Jews do, that Moses 
died on the seventh day of the last month, it would have 
been the seventeenth day of the first month before they got 
over Jordan. I observe also, that, though the Talmudists 
generally make him to have died on the seventh day of 
Adar, yet there have been some who placed it on the first; 
for the Mcdrasch Kabbah, telling the story of Hainan's 
casting lots to find the best time to do execution on the 
Jews, saith he pitched upon the month Adar, because it 
had been unlucky to the Jews, by the death of their master 
Moses therein. But he did not consider, saith that Me- 
drasch, that as Moses died on the first day of this month, so 
he ivas born on the same first day. 

Vcr. 9. And Joshua the son ofNitn was full of the spirit 
of wisdom.] To take the government upon him, and ma-* 
nagc it prudently, as soon as Moses left them ; which was 
necessary to be mentioned, that it might not be, thought 
they wanted a head to conduct them, as their neighbours 
possibly might imagine, when tho. news came of Moses's 
death; for, as the Samaritans tell the story, (in Hottinger's 
Smegma Oricntale, p. 462.)- when they heard the lamenta- 
tions which the whole congregation made for Moses, they 
began to rejoice, and gather their forces together to set 
upon the Israelites, as wanting a leader : but they soon 
found themselves mistaken, Joshua having taken the charge 
of them, and being endued with his spirit. 

For Moses had laid his hands upon him.] Whereby ha 
committed to him the supreme authority after his departure, 
and implored the Spirit of God to qualify him for it; for 
power to exeeuto any office among the Jews w T as given 
by laying t)ri of hands, whereby they were ordained and ap- 
pointed to it. And this Was a rite of prayer also, as many 
have observed, for the obtaining the gifts of the Spirit, 
which were necessary for the discharge of that office. And, 
though no words of prayer be mentioned, yet the very lay*, 
ing 07i of hands denotes' it, as our learned Dr. Outram ob- 
serves from this very place, and. from 1 Tim. v. 22. lib. U 
de Sacrif. cap. 15. n. 8.' Of Moses's laying on hands upon 
Joshua, w r e read Numb, xxvii. 18, &c. . And he was so- 
lemnly also, a little before Moses's death, presented unto 
God, by his own command, xxxi. 14, &c. of this book. 

And the children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did. 
as. the Lord commanded Moses.] Obeyed him as their, su- 
preme governor, according to God's command, delivered 
to Moses, Numb, xxvii. 20. Deut. xxxi. 23. (See Josh. i. 
1Q, 17, &c.) 

. Vcr. 10. And there rose not a prophet since in Israel like, 
to Moscsl.] This is a plain demonstration, that the promise 
God makes by Moses, that he would raise up, " a Prophet 
like to him," (Deut. xviii. 15. 19, &c.) was not fulfilled 
either in Joshua or in Samuel (who it is likely wrote this 
chapter, as I said before), and the best of the Jews confess, 
shall not be fulfilled till Messiah come. Thus the author 
of Sephir Ikkarim, lib. iii. cap. 20. "It cannqj be, but 
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.that a prophet shall at last arise like to Moses, or greater 
than he ; for the king Messiah shall be as great or greater : 
therefore these words are not to be expounded, as if there 
should never be such a prophet, but that in all the time -of 
the following prophets, till the cessation of prophecy, none 
^should arise like to Moses. But after that, there shall be 
one like him, or rather greater than he." 

WJiom the Lord knew face to face.] Or, as De Dieu thinks 
it should be translated, Who knew the Lord face to face. 
This was one pre-eminence of Moses above all the prophets, 
that he conversed more familiarly with God than any of 
them did. See Numb. xii, 8. which place explains this : for 
to know him fate to face, was to speak familiarly to God, 
and to hear God speaking in like manner unto him. And 
so the Jerusalem Targum expounds these words; only in- 
stead of the Lord, he saith, Who knew the Word of the Lord 
talking toith him, and delivering to him most excellent laws, 
for the good government of-his people. In which laws he 
still lives, they all remaining upon record to this day, when 
the laws of all the famous lawgivers, whom the gentiles ho- 
noured as gods, are obliterated: but it must be observed, 
that in this, wherein Moses excelled all the prophets, our 
■blessed Saviour far transcended him: for he was u in the 
bosom of the Father," (John i. 18.) and spake "what he 
saw and heard," &c. (Josh. iii. 11. 32.) 

Ver. 11. In all the signs and the wonders which the Lord 
sent him to do.] The Jerusalem Targum hath it, Which the 
Word of the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to 
Pliaraoh", and to all his servants, and to all his land. (See 
iv. 34. vi. 22. vii. 19.) In these signs and wonders Moses 
excelled all the prophets, doing more miracles than all that 
succeeded him, as Maimonides observes/More Nevoch. 
par. ii. cap. 35. But our blessed Saviour excelled him in 
this, as well as them.; doing more wonders than all the 
prophets put together had done from the beginning of the 
.world, and far greater also than theirs, (John xxi. ult.) 



Ver, 12. And in all that mighty hand, and in all .that 
great terror which Moses shewed.] As the former verse re- 
lates to what he did in Egypt, so . this hath respect unto 
their passing through the Red Sea, and to all that befel 
them in the wilderness, both at the giving of the law, and 
afterward till this time : so the Jerusalem Targum expounds 
these words, In all that strong hand, and in att those great 
visions, which Moses managed. And Onkelos to the same 
purpose. 

In the sight of all Israel.] In the place forenamed Mai- 
monides insists much upon this, that Moses wrought all his 
miracles publicly, the whole congregation being witnesses 
of them. And so our Saviour commonly wrought his (till 
they sought to kill him) in their synagogues, at their public 
feasts, when there was the greatest concourse of the people of 
Israel : so that in this he was a prophet "like unto Moses," 
though infinitely superior; which some of (he old Jews could 
.not but discern (as I observed upon chap. xviii.) WBen 
upon these words of.Isa. Iii, 13. " He shall be exalted, 
.and extolled, and be very high," they thus gloss in Tan- 
chuma, which is an ancient book among them, " This is the 
king Messias, who .shall be exalted above Abraham, ex- 
tolled above Moses, and be very high above the angels of 
the ministry." Upon which Conradus Pellicanus thus 
glosses,and concludes his .commentary, ,as I shall do mine, 
with these words: "What it is to be above the angels, let 
the Jews explain : we can understand nothing by it, but the 
very Word of God, which was in the beginning with God, 
and was God, by whom all things were made, and without 
him. nothing was made, viz. the Lord God of hosts: to 
whom, in perfect unity, God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all honour and glory for ever." Amen. 

Thus ends the Pentatexich, which, as our great primate 
of Ireland computes, contains the history of two thousand 
-five hundred and fifty-two years and a half, from the be-" 
ginning of the world to the death of Moses. 



THE 



BOOK OF JOSHUA. 



JL HIS title doth not necessarily signify that this book 
was written by Joshua, as the fivo foregoing were by 
Moses, but only that it contains the acts done by Joshua. 
Yet there wants not arguments to prove that Joshua was 
the author of this book : for though Grotius and many other 
jnodern writers, with some of the ancients, think they find 
reasons in the book itself against this opinion ; yet the an- 
cient Talmudists, and several of the latter, ascribe it to 
him, being principally induced thereunto by those words in 
the last chapter of this book, ver. 2G. which I cannot say 
arc an evident proof of it (for those words may relate only 
to the covenant mentioned in that chapter) ;.but thus they 
gay expressly in Bava-bathra, cap. 1. "Joshua wrote his 
own book, and the eight last verses of the law ;" and then 
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.concerning the five last verses of this book, they write after 
this manner in the same place; "Eleazar wrote the twenty- 
ninth verse, &c. of the twenty-fourth chapter, as Phineas 
did ver. 33." And there arc men of excellent learning who 
have undertaken to answer all that can be objected unto 
this, (particularly Daniel Huetius, in his Demonstrate 
Evang. propos. 4.) Which, objections I shall consider in 
their proper places, where they seem to arise in this 
book. 

AYhich the Jews reckon among the first prophets (as they 
call them), though it contain only a history of what passed 
till the death of Joshua; which, in all likelihood, he would 
not neglect to write himself, as Moses did what passed in 
his time, that. every tribe and every family might have an 
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unquestionable title to their inheritance under his own hand, 
who had by God's order made a division of the land ; and 
that all posterity might see the promises made unto them 
by Moses were so punctually fulfilled, that there failed not 
aught of any good thing which the Lord had spoken, but 
all came to pass; as he observes xxi. 45. and that in a 
short time: for this book contains the history of the Is- 
raelites, from the death of Moses to tho death of Joshua; 
that is, as some compute, for the space of seventeen years, 
or rather near twenty-seven. (See upon xiY. 10.) 



CHAP. I. 

Ver.l. JYoW, after the .death of Moses.] Thus those 
books are wont to begin, whose argument relates to the 
book beforegoing. As the book of Judges is in this man- 
ner connected with this of Joshua, and the book of Ruth 
with that of Judges ; and the LXX. make such a prQface 
to join the book of Lamentations with the prophecy of 
Jeremiah. 

After the death of Moses.] I suppose immediately after 
the days of mourning for him were ended, (Deut. xxxiv. 8.) 

The servant of the Lord.] See Deut. xxxiv. 5. 

It came to pass, that the Lord spake unto Joshua the soil 
of Nun.] Out of the sanctuary, it is most likely, from 
whence he had spoken to him a little before Moses's death, 
and made him a promise of w r hat he orders him now to ac- 
complish, (Deut. xxxi. 14. 23.) and where Eleazar was ap- 
pointed long before to ask counsel for him, when there w T as 
great occasion, (Numb, xxvii. 21.) 

Moses's minister^ Who had attended upon Moses from 
the beginning, in his highest employment, (Exod. xxiv. 13. 
Deut. i. 38.) ■ 

Ver. 2. Moses my servant is dead.] He hath finished his 
work, and can do me no farther service. 

Now therefore arise.] Put an end therefore unto your 
mourning for him, and go about the business which he hath 
left thee to perform. 

Go over this Jordan.] Within sight of which they lay 
encamped. 

Thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to 
them, even to the children of Israel.] As he promised when 
he changed his name from Osheainto Joshua, (Numb. xiii. 
10. Deut. i. 38. Deut. iii. 28.) 

Ver. 3. Every place.] Within the limits mentioned in the 
next verse. _* 

That the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I 
given you, as I said unto Moses.] He would not have them 
dotibt of what Moses said from him (Deut. xi. 24.) though 
he were dead. 

Ver. 4. From the wilderness.] This was the bounds of 
the country on the south. 

And this Lebanon.] Which was the bounds on the north. 
And Joshua seems now to have been in sight of it; to 
which the Divine Majesty directed his observation, as the 
most eminent mountain in those parts of the world. 

Even unto the great river, the river Euphrates.] Which 
was the eastern bounds, and called by other authors the 
ijreat river, as I have observed on Dent. i. 7. 

All the land of the Hittites.] Who^were a very powerful 
people in the country, dwelling, together with the Amor- 
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ites,in the mountainous parts of it; (Numb. xiii. 29.) some 
of which were of the race of the giants, and are therefore 
particularly mentioned, to shew t.at the most terrible peo- 
ple should not be able to stand before Joshua; but he 
should either destroy them, or expel them, and make them 
flee their country, as these Hittites did ; of whom we read, 
and of their kings, 2 Kings vii. G. 

Unto the great sea.] The Mediterranean, which was the 
western border, as it here follows. 

Towards the going down of the sun, shall be your coastJ\ 
See upon Deut. xi. 24. and other places. 

Ver. 5. There shall not any viau be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life.] Deut. vii. 24. 

As I teas ivith Moses, so Itcill be with thee.] To subdue 
all the people of Canaan before him ; as he did the Egyp- 
tians, the two kings of the Amoritcs, and the Midianites 
before Moses : to counsel also, and advise him in all diffi- 
culties, as he had done Moses. 

I tvill not fail thee, nor forsake thee. ~] See upon Deut. 
xxxi. G. 8. On wjiich promise they relied in future times, 
(1 Kings viii. 57.) 

Ver. G. Be strong, and of a good courage.] This charge 
he had given him before the death of Moses; (Deut. xxxi. 
23.) and David gave the. same to Solomon, (1 Chron. 
xxviii. 20.) 

For unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance 
the land which I sware unto their fathers to give them.] He 
had promised him, in the place beforenamed, that he shoidd 
bring them into the land, &c. and here now adds, that he 
should settle them in the possession of it, by assigning 
every one their portion in it ; which he did by such a Divine 
.direction, as silenced all disputes about it. 

Ver. 7. Only be thou strong, and very courageous, that 
ihou mayest observe to do according to all the4aw which 
Moses my servant commanded thee.] It requires the greatest 
courage and resolution, especially in a governor, to be 
truly pious and religious, by observing the laws himself, 
and seeing them observed by others. 

Turn not from it to the right hand or to the left.] By 
adding to it, or taking a^vay-from it, (Deut. xii. ult.) or, 
more simply, no way deviate from it ; for it is a metaphor 
from men in a journey, who go straight forward in the plain 
highway, and turn not aside into by-paths, which lead they 
know not whither. 

x That thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.] Or 
do wisely, as'it is in. the margin ; for it is the greatest policy 
to be truly religious. 

Ver. 8. This book of the law.] The original of which was 
preserved in the sanctuary; from whence God now spake 
to him, (Deut. xxxi. 2G.) 

Shall not depart out of thy mouth.] He was to read in it 
continually, that he might instruct others, and be thereby 
an example to all future governors and kings, according to 
the law, (Deut. xvii. 18, 19.) By which it is evident, that 
Joshua had a copy of the law ; which was then written and 
extant in his time. 

f Bnt thou shalt meditate therein day and nighty His other 
weighty employments were not to hinder him from ponder- 
ing, as well .as reading, the law of God ; because it was to 
be his rule in all his private transactions and public ad- 
ministrations. 

That thou mayest observe to do according to all that, is 
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written therein.] Which was not p6ssible, without the se- 
rious and attentive consideration beforementioned. 

For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
ihoushalt have good success.] Or do wisely. Prudence and 
prosperity go together; but no prudence comparable to 
the strict observance of the laws of God, upon which the 
felicity of kingdoms and states depends. 

Ver. 9. Havenot I commanded thee? Be strong, and of a 
good courage; be not aj raid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.~] He 
confirms him in the resolution he had put into him, (ver.G.) 
by two arguments, the Divine vocation, and the Divine 
presence with him. (See Deut. i. 29, 30. "xxxi. 6— S.) 
The latter of which the Targnmthus cxpresseth, For the 
Word of the Lord thy God shall be for thy help, in every 
place where thou goest. (See ver. 14.) 

Ver. 10. Then Joshua commanded the officers of the peo- 
ple, saying.] I have often observed, that as schophetim 
were judges, who heard causes in their courts, and pro- 
nounced sentence; so schoterim were inferior officers be- 
longing to the court, who summoned people to attend, and 
executed the sentence : for after Moses had mentioned 
(Deut. i. 15.) the chief of their tribes, captains over thou- 
sands, and hundreds, and fifties, and tens, be at last men- 
tions these officers among their tribes; who were employed, 
it appears by this place, in the camp, as well as in the courts 
of justice. 

Ver. 11. Pass through the host, and command the peo- 
ple, saying, Prepare you victuals.] They were to make pro- 
clamation not only in all the four camps of Israel, but 
in the several tribes who wcro under those standards, to 
provide themselves with such victuals as the country of 
Sihon and Og, which they had lately conquered, afforded. 
For being, after three days, (iii. 1.) to remove very early 
in thd morning, perhaps they might not have had time to 
gather manna sufficient, and to prepare it before they began 
their march. 

For tvithin three days.] See iii. 1, 2. 

Ye shall pass over this Jordan .] Which was not so far 
from Shittim, where they now lay, but they could sec it. 

And go to possess the land, which the Ijord your God 
givelh you to possess it.] He constantly remembers them of 
this donation from God ; both to strengthen their faith, and 
to excite their thankfulness. " For they got not the land 
in possession by their own sword, neither did their arm 
save them ; but bis right hand, &c. because he had a fa- 
vour to thein," as the Psalmist speaks, xliv. 3. 

Ver. 12. And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and 
to half the tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying.] Here 
he begins to do according to the command of Moses, as 
God before directed him, ver. 7, 8. For Moses had given 
this charge to the lleubenites, &c. when he gave them their 
possession on this side Jordan, Numb, xxxii. 20, 21, &c. 
and put them in mind of it again, t)eut. iii. 18, &c. 

Ver. 13. Remember the word which Moses, the servant of 
the Lord, commanded you, saying.] It is very observable,- 
how gently and not imperiously Joshua exercises his au- 
thority, at his first entrance upon his office. For he only 
puts them in mind of what Moses required from them, and 
leaves them to reflect upon the promise they made to him. 

The Lord your God hath given you rest, and hath given 
you this land.] That is, actually bestowed upon them a 



country to settle in. For here their wives, and children, 
and cattle remained (with a sufficient number of persons to 
look after them), when they marched into Canaan, as it 
follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 14. Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, 
shall remain in the land which Moses gave you on this side 
Jordan; but ye shall pass before your brethren armed.] 
March in the front of them, to shew their forwardness to 
bring them into the same happy condition with themselves. 

All the mighty men of valour to help them.] Such as Joshua 
picked out; for it is evident they did not all go over, but 
only forty thousand of them, (iv. 13.) The rest, though fit 
for war, were left to defend their wives, children, and flocks, 
while those mighty men of valour went to Ae/p their brethren. 

Ver. 15. Until the Lord have given your brethren rest, as 
he hath given you.] A settled possession of tbe land of 
Canaan, as they had of the land of the two kings of the 
Amorites. 

And they also have possessed the landivhich the Lord yonr 
God giveth them.] He would have them look upon tbe con- 
quest of the land as certain, because God had made a grant 
of it to their brethren. . . 

Then ye shallreturn to the land of your possession, and 
enjoy it, which Moses, the Lord's servant, gave you on this r 
side Jordan, towards the sun-i-ising.] According to the 
agreement which Moses had made with them, (Numb. 
xxxiii. 20—22.) 

Ver. 1C. And they answered Joshua, saying, All that 
thou commandest us we will do, and whithersoever thou 
sendest us we will'go.] It is likely, this was the answer hot 
only of the Reubenites, Gadites, and Manassites, but of 
all the rest of the tribes; before whom Joshua put these 
two tribes and a half in mind of their duty : .which they all 
engage to perform exactly; these words containing a. full, 
recognition, of Joshua's authority, and their, absolute sub- 
mission to it* 

Ver. 17. According as we hearkened unto Moses in all 
things, so wilt we hearken unto thee.] Here they acknow- 
ledge his authority to be equal to that of Moses, who was 
undoubtedly set over them by God, as they now own 
Joshua to be. 

Only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with 
Moses.] These words are not 'a restriction of their obedi- 
ence, which did not depend upon his successes, but a 
solemn prayer to God, of whom they desired no other* 
governor than Joshua, that he would make him as victo-. 
rious as Moses was over all their enemies. Therefore, 
some translate the words, not only, but may the Lord thy 
God, &c. or, Since the Lord thy God hath promised to be 
icith thee. The Targum paraphrases these words as he did 
ver. 9. Only let the Word of the Lord thy. God be thy 
helper, as he was to Moses. 

Ver. 18. Whosoever he be, that doth rebel against thy 
commandment, and will not hearken unto thy tvords in : all 
that thou commandest him, he shall be put to death."} This 
seems to be the voice of all the people, and of their elders, 
or a decree made by the elders, as the Jews understand it : 
who, looking upon Joshua to be a king, as Moses was, ex- 
tend this to all the kings of Israel in following times. So 



Guil. Schickard observes out of Maimonides in his Misch- 
pat Hammclech, cap. 4. Theor. 14. p. 101. But it should 
rather be said, that Joshua was a king and a prophet as 
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Moses was; and the law, as Rasi observes, ordered him 
to "bo put to death that transgressed the orders of Moses, 
and of a prophet. 

Only be strong, and of a good courage.'] Ho had the 
greater reason to be courageous, since they resolved, as 
one man, to stand by him, and never to disobey him. And 
therefore the word rak, which we translate only, should 
rather be translated therefore, as it plainly signifies, xiii. 
ii. where, speaking of the land that remained to be pos- 
sessed, God promises to drive out the inhabitants, and 
therefore bids Joshua to divide it to the Israelites for an 
inheritance. 

CHAR II. 

Vcr. X* -A-ND Joshua the son of Nun sent.'] Or had sent, 
before the directions given to the officers, mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter, ver. 10, 11. which best agrees .with the 
twenty-second verse of this chapter, and the rest of the story. 

Out ofShittim.] Which was in the plains of Moab, where 
Israel now lay, (Deut. xxxiv. 1.) called Abcl-Shittim, 
Numb, xxxiii. 49. 

Two men;] Which were sufficient for the business they 
went about. 

To spy secretly.] So that none were privy to it among 
the Israelites but Joshua; >vho, it is probable, did not send 
them without an order from God, who intended to dispose 
things so, that they sh6uld bring back to him a great encou- 
ragement to his faith. 

Saying, Go view the land.] Not the whole country of* 
Canaan, but only that part of it which lay about Jericho, 
as it herefollows : whose fortifications they were to ob- 
serve, and the approaches to it, with the strength that was 
in it, • f ,;ii 

And they went] Over the Tords of Jordan, I suppose, 
mentioned ver. 7. 

And came into a harlot's house, called Rahab*] Who 
kept a public house, or an inn, to entertain strangers: by 
going into which, they thought they would be less suspected 
of any design. The word zqnah, which is commonly trans- 
lated a harlot, the Chaldee paraphrase Tenders pundakit ha; 
which is plainly the Greek word EEavSoxfo, signifying she 
kept a house of public reception. And so St. Chrysostom* 
calls this woman, in his second sermon of repentance, 
TravSoxcvrptav* for there is no doubt she kept a public house. 
But such persons, in those days, made their bodies as 
public as their houses ; and, therefore, she is constantly • 
called Rahab the harlot by the ancients; and even by two 
apostles, who call her iropvr), (Hcb. xi. 21. James ii. 25.) 
For so she had been, though now, it is probable, converted 
by the faith' which was wrought in her. Which was .so • 
eminent, that she was not only admitted into the society 
of God's" people, but married into a noble family of the 
tribe of Judah, from whom Christ sprung, (Matt. i. 5.) 
and is propounded as an example of lively faith unto all 
Christians, (Hcb. xi. 31. James ii. 25.) 

And lodged there.] Took up their lodging in her house, 
by a Divine direction, as appeared afterward. • 

Vcr.- 2. And-it was told the king of Jericho.] Who was 
not negligent, we may well think, to set a watch to observe 
who came in and -went out of the city. 

Saying, Behold, there camemen in hither to-night.] In the 



evening, which was the most proper time to (Some into the 
city undiscovered, because then the people, whose business 
lay out of the city, wero gencra^y going home to their 
own houses. 

Of the children of Israel.] As they judged by their habit, 
or language, or aspect. 

To search out the country.] For they could not think 
they came for any other end. 

Ver. 3. And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
Bring forth the men that are come to thee, ivhich entered 
into thy house: for they be come to search out all the 
country.] Ho sentsomo officers with a warrant to appre- 
hend them, and to require her to deliver them up into their 
hands, as enemies of their country. 

Vcr. 4. And the woman took the two' men, and hid them.y 
Or rather had hidden them before the officers came; hav- 
ing heard, it is likely, a rumour that they wero discovered, 
and search would be .made for them.. 

And said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not 
whence they were.] She could not deny that she received 
such strange guests, but would not own that she knew from 
what country they came; nor was it her business to make 
such inquiry, her house being open unto all. 

Ver. 5. Audit came to pass,about the time of shutting of 
the gate.] The gate of the city, next to her house, which- 
was wont to be shut (as they arc now in all well-governed 
cities) at a certain hour. 

When it teas dark.'] And consequently few or none stir- 
ring in the streets. 

The men went oirf; whither they went I wot not.] She 
would have them think they went both out of the house, 
and out of the city; though she knew not which way they 
went, it being dark. • 

Pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake tJiem.] 
Yet it was so little a while since they went out, that she 
would have them believe they could not, if they made * 
haste, but overtake them before they got over Jordan. For 
if they were Israelites, it might be certainly concluded they 
went that way. Nobody can say that Rahab did not tell 
an untruth; but this may be said in her excuse: that it is- 
no wonder if. she thought it lawful, if not necessary, so to 
do, for the saving of the life of innocent men. Since se-/ 
veral great philosophers have been of* that opinion, and * 
some of the ancient fathers of the church; particularly St. ■ 
Austin confesses it to be a very difficult question, cap. xv. : * 
ad Consentinum: and Arius Montanus upon this very, 
place, [makes it one's duty to elude thoso who we think 
intend to do mischief to others: which he pretends to jus- 
tify by many examples, in a discourse concerning Men's; 
true and certain Duties. But that is too bold an under-* 
taking; since the fathers before St. Austin, and all the 
Jews, condemn this practice. 

Ver. 6. But she brought them up, &c] Or rather, she had 
brought them up to the roof of the house. AVhich was made; 
flat, so that men might lie or walk upon it in those coun- 
tries. (See Deut. xxii. 8.) 

And hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid, 
in order upon the roof] Covered them air over with* the; 
stalks of flax, which I suppose were newly cut, and laid- 
upon the roof of the house to be dried by the sun, till they, 
wcrd fit to be peeled. Or, as some think, these were stalks 
of ilax cut the year before ; and made use of now to shew- 
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that nobody was gone upon the roof, where she laid 
them. 

Ver. 7. And the men pursued after them the way to Jor- 
dan, unto the fords.'] Where Jordan was so shallow that 
men might wade, or so narrow that they might soon swim 
over it. There the pursuers lay three days, waiting to 
catch them in their return. 

And as soon as they which pursued them were gone out, 
they shut the gate.} Which, being opened to let the pur- 
suers out, was immediately shut again ; that if the spies 
lurked in the city, they might not escape in the dark; and 
that no other person might enter, who they might possibly 
think lay watchfng an opportunity to get in. 

Ver. 8. And, before they were laid down.] To compose 
themselves to sleep; which after their journey they might 
be glad to take any where. 

She came up tinto them upon the roof] To bring them 
down, it is likely, to a more commodious lodging. 

Ver. 9. And she said unto the men, I knoiv that the Lord 
hath given you the land.] Wonder not that I have taken 
such care of your preservation ; for I believe in the Lord 
as you do, and know that he hath bestowed this country 
upon you for your possession. 

And that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the 
inJutbitants 'of the land faint because of you.] She was'the 
more confident of their success; because she observed the 
people of the land were struck with such a dread of them, as 
not to be able to defend their country against them. (See 
Deut. xi. 25.) 

Ver. 10. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the 
water of the Red Sea for you, when you came out of 
Egypt.] And there overthrew Pharaoh and his host, after 
he had smitten him and his country with divers miracu- 
lous plagues. The report of which was come to them, as 
well as their passing through the sea: which, though it 
was forty years ago, was remembered with astonishment. 

And what you did unto the two kings of the Amorites 
that w ere on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og,tvho?n 
ye utterly destroyed*] This was a thing of fresh memory, 
and could not but strike them with consternation ; these 
two kings being very potent; and their near neighbours and 
allies. For they were part of the Amorites, who dwelt in 
the mountainous parts of this country; as was before ob- 
served. 

Ver; 11. And as soon as tve heard these things.~\ As Moses 
prophesied they would, (Exod. xv. 14, 15.) 

Our hearts did melt.'] The same phrase in Deut. i. 28. 
where we translate it discouraged; and so it is here ex- 
plained in the next words. 

Neither did there remain any more courage in any man 
because of you.] The most valiant among them were utterly 
disheartened. . 

For the Lord your God, he is God in heaven above, and 
in the earth beneath.] This is a plain confession of the true 
God, the creator of heaven and earth; wherein he rules 
and governs all things according to his pleasure. This is 
her faith celebrated by the apostle to the Hebrews, which 
moved her to entertain the spies, and to preserve them with 
the danger of her own, life, if she had been discovered. 

Ver. 12. Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by 
the Lord.] The Targum hath it, by the Word of the Lord. 
An oath was the greatest security that could be desired 



for {he performance of what they promised. For allna- 
tions expected grievous punishments would fall upon per- 
jured persons; which they that feared the Lord, the true 
God, above all men dreaded. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Sy- 
nedr. cap. 11. n^ 4.) 

Since I have shewed you kindness.] As they could not but 
acknowledge. 

That ye tvill also shew kindness to my father's house, and 
give me a true token.] She asked two things of them; first, 
that she and her whole family might be preserved, as she 
had preserved them; and then, that they would give her 
such a token, as should not fail her; but upon the sight of 
it, the Israelites should abstain from doing them any hurt. 

Ver. 13. And that you tvill save alive my father and my 
mother, and my brethren, and my sisters:] This is a particu- 
lar explication of what she meant by her father's house, in 
the foregoing verse; and shews that she had no husband; 
nor children. 

And all they have, &c] All her kindred, as we translate* 
it, vi. 23. Or the children of her brethren and sisters : or, 
perhaps, all their cattle, that they could bring with them 
into her house. 

Ver. 14. And the men answered her, Our life for yours.] 
They sware to* her (it appears from ver. J 7.) and wished 
they might perish, if they did not preserve her and her fa- 
mily. For they did not doubt but Joshua would ratify 
what they promised; though without his authority, for the 
public good and safety. 

Jfye utter not.] Do not divulge or declare to anyone. 

This our business.] In the Hebrew, this our word; i. e. this 
agreement they had made with her. Lest others should 
shelter themselves under her roof, or use that token they in- 
tended to give her ; and thereby secure themselves from de- 
struction. In this they shewed great prudence and manage- 
ment ; taking care that their gratitude might not prove an 
obstruction to the public justice. 

And it shall be, when the Lord hath given us the land, that 
we tvill deal kindly and truly with thee.] Upon this condi- 
tion, they promise, when they had taken Jericho, (for that is 
here meant by the land, ver. 1.) they would keep their word 
faithfully with her, and be as kind to her as she had been 
to them. 

Ver. 15. Then she let them down' by a cord, through the 
window.] Which in those countries were large, as appears 
by the story of Jezebel, whom her eunuchs threw down out 
of a window, 2 Kings ix. 30. 33. 

For her house tvas upon the town-iuall.] Both the time 
(which was in the night) and the place were very commo- 
dious to contrive their escape ; because her house was ad- 
joining to the wall of the city. 

And she dwelt upon the wall.] I take the meaning to be, 
that the apartment she reserved for herself was next to 
the wall,* and built upon it; the rest of her house towards 
the street being kept for strangers. This gave her the fair 
opportunity, without any noise, to let them clown. 

Vcv.lG. And she said unto them, Get ye to the mountain, 
lest the pursuers meet you.] This was prudent advice; not to 
go towards Jordan presently, but first to one of the moun- 
tains, wherewith the plain of Jericho was surrounded, as 
Josephus tells us : (lib. i. de Bello Judaico, cap. 12, 13. and 
lib. v. cap t 4.) and the Scripture itself informs us as much, 
2 Kings ii. 15, 16. - 
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And hide yourselves there.] In some of the caves, which 
wero frequent in the mountains. 

Tltree days.] For so long she thought the pursuers might 
stay about Jordan, waiting for their return. 

Until the pursuers be returned ; and afterward may ye 
go your way.] Which she thought probably would be within 
that time; and perhaps she understood their orders wctc to 
stay no longer. 

Vcr. 17. And the men said unto her.'] As she was about 
to let them down ; for it was not safe to have this discourse 
together after they were down; which might have been 
overheard by the watch. 

We will be blameless of this thy oafli which thou hast 
made us to siuear.] The meaning is, that it should not be 
their fault if their oath was not kept; and therefore they 
now name the token, upon which the preservation of her 
family should depend; with some other conditions that 
were reasonable to be observed. Which they mention, to 
shew how studious they were not to be guilty of violating 
their oath. 

Vcr. 18. Behold, when we come into the land, thou shalt 
bind this line of scarlet thread.] It is called a cord before, 
ver. 15. and no doubt consisted of so many threads twisted 
together, as made it a. line strong enough to hold the weight 
of a man's body, and not break. But there arc those who 
doubt whether the Hebrew word scheni signify any thing of 
the colour, but only a twined or twisted cord, funiculum 
conduplicatum, or contortum; from shanah to double. (See 
Gatakcr in his Miscellanea, cap. 40.) 
i * In the window which thou hast let us down by.] Or rather, 
dost let us down by. For she was about to do it, but had 
not done it, when they had this discourse with her. Some 
refer this to the window at which she let them out; but it 
is most natural to refer it to the line. For by that they, 
were letdown; and it was to remain in the window, that 
the Israelites might see it,, as the token that that was the 
house which was to be saved. Procopius Gazeeus com- 
pares this scarlet line with the blood which Moses ordered 
to be struck upon the side-posts of their doors, which was 
a token they should be preserved, (Exod. xii. 7. 13.) 

And thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy 
brethren, and all thy father s household home to thee.] That 
is, all their children; and perhaps near relations, such as 
uncles, aunts, and cousins ; as we seem to understand it, 
vi. 23. And one cannot but think, that great-grandfathers 
and grandmothers, if she had any alive, were compre- 
hended in these words. 

Vcr. 19. And it shall be, that whosoever shall go out of 
the door of thy house into the street, his blood shall be on 
his head, and we will be guiltless.] They would be bound 
to preserve none but those who kept in the house. Which' 
was but reasonable, for they did not know how to distin- 
guish them from others, if they were in the street. 

And whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood 
slmll be on our head, if any hand be upon him.] They would 
as soon die themselves, as let any of those perish. An 
emblem of our safety and salvation, by continuing con- 
stantly in the church in faith and holiness. For her house 
was a very fit figure of the church, especially of the gen- 
tiles; who, like her, had gone a whoring after idols, but 
were converted to serve the living God. 

Ver. 20. And if thou utter this our business, then we will 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



be quit of the oath which thou hast made us to swear.] They 
repeat the condition mentioned vcr. 14. as of great import- 
ance. (Sec there.) 

Vcr. 21. And she said, According to your word, so he it.] 
She agreed to all the conditions they imposed upon her. 

And she sent them away, and they departed.] After this 
mutual agreement, confirmed with an oath. 
. And she bound the scarlet line in the window.] Immedi- 
ately, as some think ; that the spies might know where to 
look for it hereafter, and that she might have always be- 
fore her eyes such a comfortable pledge of her safety. It 
was more prudent also, as Arius Montanus observes, to do 
it now, than when the Israelites came to besiege the place ;. 
for that novelty might have made the people of Jericho 
suspect some correspondence. 

Vcr. 22. And they went, and came unto the mountain, and 
abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned.] 
Being furnished, it is likely, with sufficient provision by 
Rahab. Many think they stayed there but one whole day, 
and part of other two, which, according to the style of the 
Scripture, may be called three days: but their only reason 
for it is to make these three days, and those mentioned in 
the first chapter, ver. 11. to be the same, which is not 
probable. 

And the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, &c.] 
Which led to the fords of Jordan. This expresses their 
diligence, though it wanted success; and, perhaps, there 
were more ways than one that led thither; in all which 
they placed themselves, or some other persons, to watch 
for them. 

Ver. 23. So the two men returned, and descendedfrom tlie 
mountain.] From whence, perhaps, they could see when 
the pursuers came back; or they had some intelligence of 
their return ; or, as I said before, that they had commission 
only to search for them three days. 
.And passed over.] The river Jordan. 

And came to, Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all 
things that bejel them.] Since they left him. This shews 
that Joshua sent them so privately, that it was unknown 
to the people, (as^I expounded, ver. 1.) for they give 
him alone an account of what had happened unto them. 
(See vi. 17.) 

Ver. 24. And they said unto Joshua, Truly the Lord hath 
delivered into our hands all the land: for even all the inha- 
bitants of the country do faint because of us.] This was part 
of what they had learned from Rahab, (ver. 9, &c.) who 
had strengthened their faith by her own. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. AlND Joshua rose early in the morning.*] The 
next morning after he had commanded the officers to warn 
the host to prepare for their removal, (chap. i. 10, 11.) 

And they removed from Shittim.] Where they had lain 
now above two months; for they came hither on the first 
day of the eleventh month of the fortieth year after they 
came out of Egypt. (Sec Dcut. i. 3.) 

And came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel.] 
Which river, as Josephus tells us, was sixty stadia from 
Shittim ; but it is so uncertain what his stadia or furlongs 
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were, that one can only guess how many of our miles three- 
score of them made. Most think about seven* 

And lodged there before they passed over.] The Hebrew 
yvord jalinu doth not necessarily signify that they lodged 
there only one night, for it often denotes a longer time of 
abode; and, therefore, the Vulgar Latin translates it morati 
sunt, they stayed there; viz. three days, as it follows in the 
next verse. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass, after three days, that the 
officers went through the host.'] In the end of the three days 
beforementioneij, (chap. i. 10, 11.) he sent the same officers 
there mentioned to make a new proclamation ; for it seems 
to me most reasonable to take all this story in the order 
wherein it is related, only supposing the spies to have been 
sent before the first proclamation made by the officers (as 
I observed, ii.l. the words may be translated). And thus 
our great primate of Ireland understands it: After Joshua 
was confirmed in his office, (chap. i. ver. 1, 2, &e.) he sent 
out the spies, and then commanding the people to proyide 
themselves victuals, he marched from Shittim to Jordan; 
and the third day (after that command to provide them- 
selves victuals) he gave a new command to prepare them- 
selves to pass over Jordan the next day. 

Ver. 3. And they commanded the people.] By order from 
Joshua, and in his name and authority. 

Saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it.] " Hi- 
therto (saith Kimchi, upon this place) the Levites (that is, 
the children of Kohath) carried the ark ; but now the priests 
are appointed to that office, for the greater sanctification 
or honour of it, and because of the miracle which was to 
be wrought before it. Our rabbins say, that the priests car- 
ried it thus three times; now in this place, and when they 
compassed Jericho, and when Zadok and Abiathar brought 
it back to Jerusalem, when David fled from Absalom," 
(2 Sam. xv. 29.) Unto which he adds a fourth, when it was 
brought into the temple which Solomon built; for the Le- 
vites were not permitted to go into the sanctuary, much, 
less into the most holy place, into which it was carried by 
the priests, (1 Kings viii. G.) 

Then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it.] 
By this it appears the ark was carried in the front of them; 
whereas usually it was ordered to be carried in the middle 
of their camps, as wc read Numb. ii. 17. But at their first 
removal from Mount Sinai; which was a time extraordinary, 
it marched before them for three days, (Numb. x. 33.) and 
so it did now (and at no other time), when they were, to^ 
enter into Canaan, for a special reason also, as I shall 
observe on the next verse. Concerning the phrase the 
priests the Levites, see Deut. xvii. 9. 

Ver. 4. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, 
about twd thousand cubits.] This is a demonstration that it 
was not usual for the ark to go before the whole army; for 
if it had, there would have been no need to instruct them 
at what distance they should keep from it, which would 
have been constantly observed. 

By measure.] It is likely they measured the distance by 
a line, at which the people were at first set; and then walk- 
ing in equal paces with the priests, kept at the same dis- 
tance, though, perhaps, not precisely ; for they might chance 
to move a pace or two faster, or take larger paces; and 
therefore he saith about two thousand cubits. 



That ye may hioiv the way by which ye must go.] There 
was the very same reason for the ark's going before them 
now, that there was when they came from Mount Sinai; 
for then it was to search out a resting-place for them; i. e. 
to shew them where they should rest; and now it was to 
lead them in the way they were to march, unto their long- 
expected settlement in the promised land. If it had not 
been for this, it would have been carried in its usual place ; 
but the pillar of the cloud, which hitherto conducted them, 
having now left them, as R. Solomon observes, this sup* 
plied its place, and went before them, as that had been 
wont to do. - 

For ye have not passed this ivay heretofore.] They were 
to be led in an untrodden path, which the power of God (of 
whose presence with them the ark was the symbol) made 
for them. 

Ver. 5. And Joshua said unto the people.] The night be- 
fore they went over Jordan, as appears by the latter part 
of the verse; and, perhaps, he spake this himself, at the 
head of every one of their tribes, it being of great im- 
portance. 

Sanctify yourselves.] Other places tell us what was their 
usual sanctification. (See Exod. xix. 10, 11. Numb. xi. 18.) 
But, besides the legal purifications, one cannot but think 
that he intended they should dispose their minds by holy 
meditations and prayer to God to receive his benefits, and 
to be more sensible of them when they were bestowed on 
them. , ■ . ./ * 

For to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among you.] 
Which he would have them be in a condition to observe, and 
to lay to heart ; and, in order thereunto, prepare themselves- 
by serious thoughts of God, and of his providence, as well 
as by washing their bodies, and abstaining from their wives> 
which were a part of the sanctification here intended. 

Ver. G. And Joshua spake unto the priests.] The next 
morning. 

Saying, Take up the ark of the covenant.] Upon their 
shoulders, for so it was to be carried, (Numb. vii. 9.) * 

And pass over before the people.] This precept had been 
unnecessary, if they had been wont to carry it before the 
people. t 

And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before 
the people.] After Joshua had spoken what follows, ver. 7, 
8, &c. But it is mentioned now to shew the readiness of 
the priests, as well as of the people, to obey the commands 
of Joshua; whom they looked upon as a prophet, as Mo- 
ses was, who had power to give extraordinary orders from 
God. Such were these for the priests to carry the ark, and 
to march with it before the people, not in the midst of 
their camps. 

Ver. 7. And the Lord said unto Joshua.] By an audible 
voice, I- suppose, from the sanctuary, near unto which he 
now was ; the priests being about to take out the ark from 
thence, to carry it before the people. ' , 

This day.] The tenth day of the first month, on which 
the paschal lamb was, by the law, to be set apart, to be 
offered four days after, (Exod. xii. 3.) 

Will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel.] By 
doing such wonders before them all, as should convince 
them Joshua was appointed by God to be their supreme 
governor, who should give them possession of the land oi 
Canaan. (See iv. 14.). , ! < . , ; 
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That they may know that, as Ivjos tvith Moses, so I will 
be with thee.] See i. 5. From the time of Moses to the 
tlays of Saul, God declared, by some extraordinary things, 
m horn he would have to be the supremo governor of his 
people, whose authority ho established by doing wonders. 

Vcr. 8. And thoti shalt command the priests that bear the 
ark of the covenant, saying.] Every thing was done by his 
order, that it might appear he was powerful with God, who 
.wrought those wonders at his word. 

When ye are come to the brink of the water of Jordan.] 
Jordan then overflowed beyond its banks ; therefore they 
were not to go to the brink of the river, but of tho water. 

Ye shall stand still in Jordan.] And there stop till the 
waters above were suspended, and those below run away; 
and then they went and stood in tho midst of the river, 
(ver. 17.) 

Ver. 9. And Joshua saidnnto the children of Israel, Come 
hither.] To the sanctuary, I suppose, where he now was, 
(vcr. 7.) 

And hear the words of the Lordyour God.] Which Joshua 
reported to them from God, who was about to demonstrate 
himself to be the omnipotent Lord of all creatures, and in 
a peculiar manner their God, in covenant with them, and 
full of kindness to them. 

Ver. 10. And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the 
living God is among you.] These are the words of the Lord 
their God, who is called the living God, in opposition to 
the idols of the heathen; who could do nothing, much less 
such miracles as demonstrated the God of Israel to be the 
eternal Lord of heaven and earth, who givcth life to all 
things; and he is said to be among them (or in the midst of 
them) whom he takes into his protection, to defend and pre- 
serve them from all evil. 

And that he will without fail drive out from before you.] 
Most certainly make good his promise made to Abraham 
long ago, (Gen. xv. 18, &c.) because he lives for ever to 
perform his word. 

The Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Hivites, and the 
Ferizxites, and the Girgdshites, and the Amointes, and the 
Jebusites.] Here all the seven nations are mentioned, (as they 
arc Deut. vii. 1.) though sometimes only six of them are 
mentioncd,theGirgashitcsbeingomitted.(SeeExod.iii.l7.) 

Yer. 11. Behold, the ark of the covenant.] So called, be- 
cause in it were the two tables of the covenant between 
,God and them. It is frequently called the ark of the testi- 
mony, (Exod. xl. 20, 21. Numb. iv. 5. and here in this book, 
iv. 1G.) 

Of the Lord of the whole earth passeth before you.] To 
take possession of the land of Canaan, which he gave them 
as Lord of the whole earth, and as particularly engaged by 
his covenant to bestow upon them. The author of the 
book Cosri understands this, as if the ark of the covenant 
.was called the Lord of the whole earth ; because God was 
so present with it, that where the ark was, there were 
wonders wrought, which ceased in its absence. (Par.'iv. 
sect. 3.) # D. Kimchi and Jos. Albo say the same; and I 
iind Andreas Masius following this fancy; because there is 
an accent after tlie ark of the covenant, distinguishing those 
words from what follows, which (say they) arc therefore 
ftdded by apposition. But Bonfrcrius hath confuted this 
very judiciously, observing, that 'the accent is not of that 
nature; and, therefore, the LXX. v thc Chaldce, Vulgar 



Latin, Symmachus, Aquila, the Syriac, and Arabic, trans- 
late it as we do, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of the 
whole earth. (See Buxtorf, de ^rca, cap. 1.) And yet, 1 
know not how it came to pass, some have been so bold as 
to alter our translation in some printed copies, which 1 
have met withal, where these words are thus translated, 
the ark of the covenant, even the Lord of the whole earth. 

Into Jordan.] By which miracle they were confirmed in 
their belief of his promise, when they saw the waters of 
Jordan flee before him. 

Ver. 12. Now therefore take %je twelve men out of the 
tribes of Israel.] To do what he should command them, 
(iv. 2, &c.) 

Out of every tribe a man.] The tribe of Levi was one of 
the twelve, upon all accounts but only in the dividing of the 
land: Ephraim and Manasseh being but one, viz. the tribe 
of Joseph. 

Vcr. 13. And it shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of 
the feet of the priests that bear the ark of the Lord, the 
Lord of the whole earth.] Here the ark of the covenant is 
called the ark of Jehovah (not Jehovah), who is the Lord, 
or governor and ruler of the whole earth: in which is com- 
prehended the sea, and the rivers, and all waters, which he 
commandcth as he. pleascth. 

Shall rest in tJie waters of Jordan.] Dip their feet in the 
brim of the waters, as it is explained ver. 15. 

That the waters of Jordan shall be cut off from the waters 
that come down from above.] The waters which now ran in 
one stream, were divided over against the place where the 
priests trod; so that the lower part of them ran down the 
channel towards the Dead Sea; and those above not coming 
down to supply their place, the ground was left dry. 

And they shall stand on a heap.] viz. The waters above, 
towards the head or springs of the river, were made to 
stand still, as if they were congealed; rising in a heap, 
piled one upon another, but not running down at all. 

Ver. 14. And it came to pass, when the people removed 
from their tents to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing 
the ark of the covenant before the people.] The priests moved 
first, and then the people followed them, at such a distance 
as Joshua had prescribed, (ver. 3, 4.) 

Ver. 15. And as they that bare the ark of the covenant 
were come mito Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare 
the ark were dipped in the brim of the water.] Which had 
overflown, as it here follows, beyond the bounds of the 
channel. 

For Jordan overfloweth all his banks at the time of har- 
vest.] This is meant of barley-harvest; which began about 
the Passover, as many have observed; and particularly 
Hermannus Conringius, in his book Dc Initio anni Sabba- 
tici. (See upon Deut. xvi. 9.) And it appears by the next 
chapter, (iv. 19.) that it was in the first month, or the month 
Abib, when the Passover was to be kept; and therefore 
must signify that harvest. (See also 1 Chron. xii. 15.) This 
was likewise a time when the river was more likely to over- 
flow than in wheat-harvest; because now tho snow began 
to melt that was in the neighbouring mountains, especially 
in Lebanon ; at the foot of which was the fountain of Jor- 
dan. By which the river was always swollen at this time, 
and thereby the miracle increased. Such overflowings of 
other rivers, greater than this, arc observed by authors, at 
certain seasons ; with which I shall not trouble the reader. 
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Ver. 16. And the waters, which came down from above, 
stood.] Stopped, and ran no farther ; but were driven back 
unto those that were coming down. 

And rose up upon a heap.] Instead of flowing down the 
channel,, were lifted up into the air; and appeared like a 
mountain, as the Vulgar Latin translates it. 

Very far from the city Adam.] At a great distance from 
a city then called Adam, which lay upon the river. 

That is beside Zaretan.] The former was a small city, 
and therefore its situation is described by a place of greater 
note called Zaretan, which lay on one side of it, in the 
plain of Jordan, as we read 1 Kings vii. 46. 

And those that came down towards the sea of the plain, 
•even the salt sea, failed, and were cut off.] Those waters of 
the river, which were below, towards the salt sea, into 
which Jordan emptied itself, ran all thither, and so left the 
channel perfectly dry, that the people might pass over, 
which they did, directly over against Jericho. 

And the people passed over right against Jericho.] Haying 
that famous city in their View ; from w r hence, perhaps, the 
people on the walls'might, with amazement, see the Israel-" 
ites walk through the river on dry ground. It was a great 
refreshment also to the Israelites after their march, to pitch 
iheir tents in so goodly a plain as this before Jericho. 

Ver. 17. And the priests, that bare the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord, stood firm on dry ground, in the midst of Jor- 
dan.] In one and the same place and posture, with their 
faces towards Jericho. 

And all the Israelites passed over on dry ground.] Keep- 
ing, I suppose, the same distance, of two thousand cubits 
from the ark; for there was room enough on either side 
to march by it, and not come near it. 
. Until all the people were passed clean over Jordan.] Which 
they could not do in a short time, unless we suppose them 
to have marched all in a-breast, which is not likely. For 
.there was a certain place called, ever after, by the name of 
Bethabara, to preserve the memory of their passing over 
there ; which is mentioned John i. 28. It made, therefore, 
the faith and constancy of the priests very remarkable, who 
remained so long in the middle of the river, till the whole 
multitude were got over, without fear of that great moun- 
tain of waters from above coming tumbling down upon them. 

They who look upon this part of the Divine history as 
improbable,if not incredible, should consider, what a shame 
it is to have less faith than the heathens : who, lest their 
gods should be thought less powerful than the God of Is- 
rael, forged those stories which the Persians tell of Zoro- 
aster's passing over rivers; and the Greeks of Inachus 
dried up by Neptune; and other such-like ; which Huetius 
hath collected in his Quaestioncs Alnetanac, lib. ii. cap. 12. 
n. 15. Why then do they call in question the power of the 
true God; who, either by himself, or by his angels, could 
easily stop the course of a river which he himself made ; 
and both make the w f aters rise up in a heap, as high as he 
pleased; and also stand so reared up, in a firm hardness, 
as if they had been congealed 1 

CHAR IV. 

Ver. 1. joiND it came to pass, when all the people were 
clean passed over Jordan, that the Lord spake unto Joshua, 
saying.] It is likely he went to return thanks unto God for 
vol. n. 
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so wonderful a mercy; and then God spake to him what 
follows : 

Ver. 2. Take you twelve men out of the people, out of 
every tribe a man.] He bids him now call together the 
twelve men formerly chosen, iii. 12. 

Ver. 3. And command you them.'] I suppose Joshua had 
some of the elders, or heads of the tribes, that.joined with 
him in this office. 

Saying, Take you hence out of the midst of Jordan.] Which 
continued perfectly dry for some space after they were all 
gone over ; that is, till the priests removed from thence. 

Out of the place where the priests 7 feet stood firm, twelve 
stones.] Some understand this so precisely, as if they were 
to take them from under the very soles of the priests' feet, 
.which is not probable; but only near to the place where 
they stood. For the priests did not stir a step from the 
place where they first stood ; and therefore none can tell 
how they should take these stones from under their feet, 
and place others in their room, (ver. 9.) while they remained 
standing fixed in the same place. 

And ye shall carry them over with you.] In the sight of 
all the people, to make the miracle more known among 
them all. 

And leave them in the lodging-place where you shall lodge 
this night. 1 As a monument of this miraculous work of 
God ; which remained ever after in Gilgal ; the place where 
they lodged that night, ver. 19, 20. 

Ver. 4. Tlien Joshua called the twelve men whom he had 
prepared, &c] Before they passed over Jordan, (iii. 12.) 

Ver. 5. And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the 
ark of the Lord God into the midst of Jordan.] This is a, 
Divino order to go back again into the river, to the very 
place where the priests stood with the ark; by which these 
twelve men were dispensed withal, to come nearer to the 
ark than the rest of the congregation. 

And take ye up every man a stone upon his shoulder.] 
Great stones, as big as they could well lift and carry. So 
the Hebrew word imports, ver. 3. 

According unto the number of the tribes of the children of 
Israel.] Thaf they might publish in every tribe this evident 
testimony of the power of God; which laid the bottom of 
the river dry for so long a time, that they not only all went 
over on dry ground, but some of them returned again, 
and took up these stones, and laid others in their room,; 
(ver. 9.) 

Ver. 6. That this may be a sign unto you.] A token of 
what God had now done for them. 

Tliat when your children ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?] It was natural for men, 
in future ages, seeing great stones (in a place, perhaps, 
where there were no more), and just twelve of them, laid 
together, or one upon another, to ask how they came there, 
and for. what end they were brought thither, and by whom. 

Ver. 7. Then shall ye answer them, That the waters of 
Jordan were cut off, before the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord; when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan 
were cut off.] This was to give them occasion to report, 
at large, what God had done for them at their entrance 
into Canaan; that their posterity. might be affected with it, 
no less than themselves. 

And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children 
of Israel for ever.] To keep in memory this miracle in all 
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ages to como, as long as this nation lasted. All people 
have been wont to erect monuments of stone to preserve 
the memory of covenants or victories, or other great things. 
And though there was no inscription upon these stones, 
yet, the number of them, and tho place where they lay, 
which was not stony, was sufficient to signify some me- 
morable thing; which, upon inquiry, would be made known 
to .those that saw and observed them._ 

Ver. 8. And the children of Israel did so as Joshua com- 
manded, &c.] That is, the twelve men did according to his 
order, both in taking up the stones and carrying tbem to 
the place w T hcrc they lodged. 

And laid them doivn there.] Which, perhaps, were 
erected into a kind of pillar, that they might look like a 
monument of something done thereabout. Or, they were 
so placed, as to be so many little monuments of God's 
mercy, (See ver, 20.) 

Ver. 9. And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of 
Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests that bare 
the covenant stood.'] This renders it probable, that the 
other twelve stones taken out of Jordan were set up in 
Gilgal, as these, taken out of some of the fields thereabouts, 
were erected in the midst of the river, to testify to all pos- 
terity their miraculous passage over it at this place. 

And they are there unto this day.] From hence, not only 
such men as Mr. Hobbes, but Masius, and Grotius, and 
divers others, have argued, that this book was not written 
by Joshua, but by some person who lived at a great distance 
from his time, as these words, they fancy, import. But this 
is a mere fancy; for if Joshua wrote this book in his old 
age, or, at least, then added his last hand to it (as it is pro- 
bable he did), he might as well use these words as one that 
lived a hundred years after. And, at this rate of arguing 
(as Huetius observes), Moses must not be the author of 
the book of Deuteronomy, (whero ho Speaks in the same 
style, x. 5. xi. 4.) nor St. Matthew the author of the gospel, 
which he WTote not many years after our Saviour's death ; 
who uses the very same words, xxvii. 8. xxviii. 21. (See 
Demonstr, Evang. propos. iv. cap. 24.) 

Ver. 10. For the priests that bare the ark stood in the 
midst ofJoi'dan.'] It is remarkable in this whole relation, 
that when the priests arc mentioned, these words are still 
added, that bare the ark, or, the ark of the covenant, (both 
in this chapter, ver. 9. 1Q. 18. and in the foregoing, ver. 13 — 
15, 17.) to shew that this miracle was not to be ascribed to 
them, but to the power of the Lord, unto whom they mi- 
nistered. 

Until every thing was finished that the Lord commanded 
Joshua to speak unto the people.] Concerning the taking up 
of the twelve stones, and placing others in their room ; and 
all that preceded concerning their passing over the river; 
which, it is likely, he exhorted them to do cheerfully. 

According to all that Moses commanded Joshua.] We do 
not read that Moses gave any particular directions about 
the foregoing matters; therefore the meaning is, that Joshua 
strenuously executed all that God ordered, as Moses had 
admonished him, Deut. iii, 28. and other places. 

And the people hasted, and passed over.] This doth not 
refer to all the people, as if they went a swift pace over the 
river, out of fear of the waters overwhelming them (as some 
think), but to such as remained still behind the ark, to at- 
tend its motion. Who now seeing all that Joshua com- 



manded was finished, made haste to get over the river, as 
their brethren had done before them. It is said, indeed, 
(ver. 1.) that when all the people were clean passed over, 
Joshua gave order about the twelve stones: Tmt the mean- 
ing is, when the main body of the people were gone over : 
for it appears by the next verse, that they had not all en- 
tirely passed over until now. 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, that when all the people 
were clean passed over.] So that none were remaining in the 
, plains of Moab, from whence they came. 

That the ark of the Lord passed over, and the priests.] 
They who went first into the river came last out: it being 
by the power of the Lord, whose ark the priests bare, that 
the course of the river was stopped, and a way made for 
all the people to pass over. 

In the presence of the people.] Who beheld the water 
standing still on a heap, while the ark was in the river ; 
but come tumbling down when it was gone. Which de- 
monstrated that it was God's presence with them, to which 
alonethey owed this miraculous mercy. 

Ver. 12. And the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed be- 
fore the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them.] They 
were the first that passed over, (according to their engage- 
ment, Numb, xxxiii. 20, 21. 27, of which Joshua had put 
. them in mind, i. 13.) ready to encounter any enemy that 
might have opposed their landing. 

Ver, 13. About forty thousand, prepared for war.] Or, 
ready armed (as it is in the margin), and prepared to fight, 
in case they met with any opposition. It is observable, > 
that in the last muster, made not long ago, of those that 
were fit for war, in their several tribes, there were above 
forty thousand in the tribe of Reuben alone ; and above 
fifty thousand in that of Manasseh, (Numb, xxvi. 7. 34.) 
And therefore it is likely, Joshua picked out only this num- 
ber of chosen men; and left all the rest to look after their 
families and flocks. 

Passed over before the Lord unto battle.] Being passed 
over the river, they stood in battle array before the ark ; at 
the distance, I suppose, of two thousand cubits. 

In the plains of Jericho.] Where it might be supposed 
the people of Jericho would have encamped, to hinder their 
passage. „ . . 

Ver* 14. On that day the Lord magnified Joshua in the 
sight of all Israel.] As he promised, iii. 7. 

And they feared him, as they feared Moses, all the days 
of his life.] This wonder gained him the like Tespect and 
reverence, that the dividing the Red Sea did to Moses. 
(Exod. xiv. 31.) . 

Ver. 15. And tlie Lord spake unto Joshua, saying.] All 
this business was managed purely by the Divine direction. 

Ver. 1G. Command the priests that bear the ark of the 
testimony, that they come up out of Jordan.] The midst of 
which river, where they stood, being the lowest and deepest 
part of it, they ate properly said to come up whpn they left 
that station. 

Ver. 17. Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, 
Come ye up out of Jordan.] W 'here they waited for the 
Divine, order, and did not stir till they received it. 

Ver. 18. And it came to pass, when the priests that bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lord were come up out of the 
river Jordan, and the soles of the priests 9 feet were lifted up 
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unto the dry land.] Where the waters of Jordan, when it 
overflowed farthermost, were never wont to come. 

That the waters of Jordan returned into their place.] The 
channel was filled again by the descent of the waters. 
Which for some time had stood heaped up, and could not 
stir; but now were let loose to keep their ancient course. 

And overflowed all his banks, as they did before.] Which 
was done, it is likely, by a gradual descent of the water, 
and not by the tumbling down of that great heap all 
at once. 

Vcr. 19. And the people came out of Jordan on the tenth 
day of the first month.] In which month they came out of 
Egypt, upon the fifteenth day of it; so that there wanted 
just five days of forty years since their coming from thence. 

And encamped in GilgaL] A place very famous in after- 
times, because of their first encampment here ; where they 
seem to have continued for several years, during the wars 
of Canaan. Here also they were circumcised (from whence 
the place had its name, ver. 9.) and kept the first Passover; 
the tabernacle and the ark remaining here, as long as the 
Israelites kept their station in this place. Sec ix. 6. x. 6. 
43. xiv. 6. which was, I suppose, till the war was ended ; 
and they had also begun to divide the land. (See xiv. 6.) 
After which the tabernacle was fixed in Shiloh: (xviii. 1. 
xxii. 9. 12.) though still Gilgal continued a famous place, 
as appears from Judg. ii. 1. 1 Sam. xi. 14, 15. xiii. 4, &c. 

In tlte east border of JerichoT] That is, between Jordan 
which lay behind them, and Jericho which lay before them. 

Ver. 20. And those twelve stones, which they took out of 
Jordan, did Joshua pitch in GilgaL] We are not told in 
what form they were pitched; whether they remained 
single and distinct, or, as Joscphus will have it, joined to- 
gether in the form of an altar. It seems to a!grec best with 
the end and intention of them, if we conceive them to have 
been set down single, but in some order (suppose three in 
a row), representing, like so many little pillars, the twelve 
tribes of Israel ; who passing over Jordan on dry ground, 
a man out of each tribe was ordered to bring a stone, and 
place them here, for a perpetual memorial (ver. 7.) of 
what God had done for them. For stones, every one knows 
(especially some sorts of them), are of a very durable na- 
ture, and therefore used by all nations in the monuments 
they have made to preserve the memory of persons and 
things. Insomuch, that if it be true which Procopius re- 
ports (in his second book dc Bello Vandalico) concerning 
the two pillars erected by the Canaanitcs, who fled into 
Africa before the face of Joshua, with an inscription signi- 
fying their expulsion by him ; I conclude it to have been 
done in imitation of these stones, whereby Joshua pre- 
served the memory of the miraculous way which was 
opened to him, for their expulsion. 

Ver. 21. And he spakeunto the children of Israel, saying. 
When yo7ir children shall ask their fathers in time to come, 
saying, What mean these stones?] See ver. 6. where he had 
said this, at the time they took up the stones ; and now re- 
peats it, when they pitched them. For then he may be 
thought to have spoken only to the twelve men ; but now 
to all the twelve tribes. 

Ver. 22. And ye sliall let your children know, saying, 
Israel came over this Jordan on dry land,] That it might 
not be left to every man's liberty to give what answer they 
pleased to their children, when they inquired the meaning 



of these stones, he sets down the very words they should 
speak unto them; that they might be sure to be duly in- 
structed in the wonderful mercy of God to their nation. 

Ver. 23. For the Lord your God dried up the waters of 
Jordan from before ye, until ye were passed over.] He would 
have posterity made sensible it was a Divine benefit be- 
stowed on them by tlie Divine Power: which alone could 
stop the course of a river, till a whole nation passed over 
on dry ground. 

As the Lord your God did to the Red Sea.] At the same 
time he would have them take occasion to remember them 
of another miraculous mercy, like unto this, though supe- 
rior to it. Which the prophets, in after times, delighted to 
commemorate together, as appears from Psal. cxiv. 5.' 

Which he dried up before us, until we were gone over.} 
What he did for their forefathers he dicl for them, who 
reaped the happy fruit of it: just as the saving of Noah 
and his family in the ark was the saving of all mankind, 
who sprang from them. 

Ver. 24. That all the people of the earth might know the 
hand of the Lord.] All nations round about, who heard of 
this, might be made sensible of the power of the God of 
Israel. 

That it is mighty.] Which can do all things. 

And that ye might fear the Lord your God for ever.] The 
people of Israel, especially (for whom these wonders were 
wrought), might religiously worship and serve him : for so 
the fear of God frequently signifies in Scripture : and there- 
fore the LXX. here translate these words, 'iva fyuTe aifinaQs 
K&piov rbv Beov v/xwv, that ye may , worship the Loi'd your 
God; which includes in it all the duty owing to him. And 
so they translate the last words/or ever, lv wavri ipyi$> every 
thing that you do. 

CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. ^jlND it came to pass, when all the kings of the 
Anwrites.] These were the principal inhabitants, and the 
most valiant in all the country; as hath been formerly noted* 

Which were on the side of Jordan westward.] This seems 
to be added, to shew, that, besides the two kings of the 
Amorites, Sihon and Og, whom they had already subdued 
on the other side of Jordan, eastward, there were other 
kings of the same nation on that side of Jordan, M'here the 
Israelites now were. And it is not improbable, that these 
kings commanded the Hittites, Hivitcs,.and'Jebusites, as 
well as the Ainorites. 

And all the kings of the Canaanites, which were by th$ 
sea.] i. e. The Mediterranean,, where the people properly 
called Canaanites dwelt; though there were colonics of 
them spread in other places. The LXX. here call them 
fiaaiXtig rr\g <Poivkr)Q, the kings of Phcmicia: for upon that 
sea were the principal cities of the ancient Phoenicians, viz. 
Tyre and Sidon. JJut though the people that lived upon 
the sea-coast were peculiarly called by this name of Phoe- 
nicians, yet they were so powerful, that the whole country 
was called x^P a ' T ^ v <PoiyiKwv, the country of the Phoeni- 
cians; as the LXX. call the land of Canaan, ver. 12. of 
this chapter. 

Heard that the Lord had dried tip the waters of Jordan 
from before the children of Israel, until we were passed over.] 
This sounds like the language of Joshua, or of some other 
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person then present, when this wonder was wrought; which 
astonished those that lived in the remotest parts of the 
country ; who little thought of an invasion on that side 
(which, it is likely, made them not draw any forces that 
way), imagining the river, especially when it overflowed 
till-its banks, was a sufficient security unto them on that 
frontier. 

That their hearts melted; neither xvas there spirit in them 
any more, because of the children of Israel.] They quite lost 
their courage ; which began to fail them before, as we read 
chap. ii. vcr. 11. Or, as the LXX. expound it, their under- 
standing failed them; and they were in such a consterna- 
tion, that none knew what to advise for their safety. In 
which the providence of God is much to be observed, that, 
by this means, tho Israelites were securely circumcised (as 
it here follows); whereas, if the people of Canaan had 
been courageous and watchful, they had taken them at a 
great advantage, if they had then fallen upon them ; as ap- 
pears by the story of the Shechcmites, Gen. xxxiv. 25. 
They had leisure also, without any disturbance, to cele- 
brate the Passover, (ver. 10.) 

L Vcr. 2. At that time the Lord said unto Joshua.] The next 
day, which was the eleventh day of the first month ; as our 
primate Usher and others judge most likely. 

Make thee sharp knives.] Or, as it is in the margin of our 
Bibles, knives of flints: which stones were plentiful, it is 
likely, in the mountains thereabouts. And, after they had 
fiiarched forty years in the wilderness, it is probable (as 
Theodoret notes) that they were not provided with such 
knives as we use, of iron. By the very words also of Joshua 
it appears he speaks of knives they were now to pro- 
vide ; and not of such as they had already. Nor is it strange 
such knives should be used, for they were common in the 
eastern countries, as may be gathered out of the Talmud, 
in the treatise of the Sabbath; where they say, in the killing 
of beasts, they use either a flint-stone (so they interpret the 
word tzur), or glass, or a quill. From whence Theodoric 
Hackspan concludes, that if sharp stones sufficed for the 
killing of beasts, there was no need of any other in circum- 
cision. Who observes also, that the Jews say, they might 
circumcise with any instrument, made either of stone or 
glass, but not of a quill ; because there was danger it 
might slit and hurt so tender a part. And at this day they 
do circumcise in the cast with knives made of stones, such 
as Zipporah, it is supposed, used in the circumcision of 
her son, (Exod. iv. 25.) See this question debated in Six- 
tiaus Amama's Antibarbarus, lib. ii. p. 282. Justin Mar- 
tyr thinks there was some mystery in the use of these 
knives. (Sec his dialogue with Trypho, p. 341, 342.) 

And circumcise again the children of Israel the second 
time.] This doth not signify that they who had been cir- 
cumcised heretofore, were to be now circumcised again 
(from whence some have drawn an argument for the 
repeating of baptism, as St. Austin tells us), but that 
there had been such a general circumcision heretofore 
ordered, as there was to be now after a long omission 
of that rite. And it is probablo that it was at Mount 
Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they came 
out of Egypt. When they kept a Passover on the four- 
teenth day of that month, (Numb. ix. 1—3.) and before 
they kept it, circumcised all that had not been circumcised 
in Egypt, or since they came out of it. For no uncircum- 



ciscd person, nor any one who had a son, or a man-servant 
in his house uacircumcised, was rnpable to be admitted to 
it. We do not read, indeed, of the neglect of circumcision 
in Egypt, or in that year wherein they came out of it; but, 
considering tho great oppression they lay under in that 
country, and the several distresses they were in, after their 
deliverance, for three months, till they came to Sinai ; and 
the absence of Moses a long time after they came thither'; 
it is very probable this rite was omitted, till God called 
upon them (as he did now) to celebrate the Passover; and 
then they were constrained to take care of it, because other- 
wise they could not have kept it. (Sec Sclden, lib. ii.' dc 
Syncdr. cap. 2. n. 1.) 

Ver. 3. And Joshua made him sharp knives, and ciratm- 
cised the children of Israel.] Ordered every one that wanted 
it to be circumcised; and, it is probable, not only all those 
that came over Jordan, but such of the Reubenites, Gad- 
ites, and Manassites, as were left on the other side, were 
circumcised also, and all in one day, that they might be in 
a condition to eat the passover; nor need it seem strange 
that it was dispatched in such a short time, for they might 
employ as many hands as they pleased in this work, there 
being no necessity that a priest or a Levite should do it, 
but it might be performed by their fathers or mothers, or 
any other person. 

At the hill of the foreskins.] In the Hebrew, at Gibeah 
Naardboth; which some take to be the name of the place 
where they were circumcised; but then that place was so 
called from the foreskins that were there thrown; which 
were so many, that being laid upon a heap and covered 
with earth, they made a little hillock, as the Jews conceive/ 
(See Pirkc Eliezcr, cap. 29.) 

Ver. 4. And this is the cause why Joshua did circumcise.] 
The reason of this order, and of the execution of it, is here 
given. 

All the people that came out of Egypt, that were males} 
even all the men of war, died in the wilderness by the way, 
after they came out of Egypt.] That is, all that were then 
twenty years old, for such only were reputed men of war, 
and were guilty of the sedition mentioned in Numb. xiv. 
for which they were doomed to perish in the wilderness. 

Ver. 5. Now all the people that came out were circum- 
cised.] Not only those that died for their rebellion, but all 
the restunder twenty years old, were generally circumcised, 
except some infants, who (as I said upon ver. 2.) might 
have been neglected during their heavy oppression there. 

But all the people that were born in the wilderness by the 
way as they came forth out of Egypt, them they had not 
circumcised.] Never sincie they removed from Mount Sinai, 
where it is likely there was a general circumcision, as 
there was now to bo before their celebrating the Passover, 
which had not been kept since that time. 

Vcr. G. For the children of Israel walked forty years in 
the wilderness, till all the people that were men of war, 
which came out of Egypt, were consumed, &c] These words 
seem to give the reason why they were not circumcised, 
because they were in a wandering condition, while they 
remained in the wilderness, and did not know when the 
cloud would "remove from the tabernacle to lead them to 
another place; which if it had done when children were 
newly circumcised, their lives might have been endangered 
by motion, while they were sore. This, a great many 
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think, made Moses dispense with circumcision by God's: 
direction. We do not find him, indeed, consulting God 
about it; but he was satisfied that God approved of this 
reason for the omission of it. R. Jose, as Mr. Sclden' ob- 
serves, gives this account of the whole business : " The 
Israelites kept but one Passover all the time they were in 
the wilderness; the reason was, in that year (which was the 
next to that wherein they came out of Egypt) their tents 
were pitched in a place where they might safely circumcise 
the males that had been lately born, lest the neglect of it 
should hinder the legitimate eating of the passover. But 
in all the time following, wherein they wandered in the de- 
sert, they did. not circumcise their children, because of 
their incommodious journeys, and the danger of circum- 
cision by the way;" so that they could keep no more Pass- 
overs till they came to Canaan. This is a far better rea- 
son, than what many of them give, who say circumcision 
was omitted, because the north wind never blew all the 
time they were in the wilderness; and wounds are very 
dangerous when it doth not blow. Whence their medical 
maxim mentioned in the Talmud: " In cloudy days, and 
when the east wind blows, weneither circumcise nor open 
a vein." (Sec Buxtorf. Synagog. Judaica, cap. 4.) But 
if this matter be well considered, wc cannot rest satisfied 
with the foregoing reason; for all the time they were in the 
wilderness, children were born, and women lay in; and 
there was greater danger by their motion, while they were 
in labour, and when they were newly brought to bed, than 
there was in their children's being circumcised, who were 
sore but for a few days; whereas the others were not fit to 
go abroad, or to travel, in a great many. For which, and 
for several other reasons, Fortunatus Scacchus thinks this 
was not the cause why they were not circumcised during 
their travels in the wilderness; but the true reason was, 
that they did not look upon the precept of circumcision as 
obliging them, till they came to settle in the land of Ca- 
naan: for in the covenant which Moses made with them at 
Mount Sinai, there is nothing said about circumcision, unto 
which they were bound by the covenant made with Abra- 
ham, (as our Saviour observes, John vii. 21.) and that runs 
thus: '-' I will give unto thee, and unto thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, &c. Thou shalt keep 
my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seedafter thee, &c. 
Every man-child shall be circumcised," Gen. xvii. 8—10. 
(See Sacror. Elacochrysm. Myrothec. 2. cap. 54.) 

Ver. 7. And their children, whom he raised up in their 
stead, them Joshua circumcised.'] Now that they were come 
to their rest in the land of promise. 

For they were vncircumcised, because they had not cir- 
cumcised them by the way.'] For the reason abovementioned : 
to which this may be added, that several great men (such 
as Theodoret and St. Jerome among the ancients) think 
that circumcision, being a note of distinction between the 
Israelites and other people, there was no need of it in the 
wilderness, when (as Cedrenus speaks) they were iravrbg 
aXXJycvouc Kt^uygiaiiivoi, separated from all strangers by the 
wilderness itself. Others think, that the mixed multitude of 
Egyptians, who, moved by the miracles they had seen done 
in their country, went out of.it with the Israelites, and 
joined themselves to them, were the cause of this omission ; 
for they could not presently incorporate with them by re- 
ceiving circumcision ; and therefore it was suspended, that 
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these Egyptians might not look upon themselves as quite 
a different people : but longer than till they came to Canaan 
they would not have it discontinued, when all, Egyptians 
as well as Israelites, received it, that they might not be 
upbraided as a people of a different original.' And as the 
omission of it in the desert made the proselytes who came 
out of Egypt equal with the Israelites, while they stayed 
there; so, as a most learned friend of mine (Dr. Alix). 
suggests to me, it shewed, that there was no absolute 
necessity of this rite, and that it could not be of eternal 
obligation. 

Ver. 8. And it came to pass, when they had done circum- 
cising all the people, that they abode in their places in the 
camp.] Lay still without motion (which would have hin- 
dered the healing of the sore), and had not the least dis- 
turbance given them by the people of Canaan. 

Till they were whole.] Which they were against the 
Passover; for, reckoning the eleventh day for" one, there 
were four days between their circumcision and the Pass- 
over, which was' not kept till the fourteenth day at even, 
when the pain was pretty well over, for it was smartest on 
the third day. (See upon Gen. xxxiv. 25.) 

Ver. 9. And the Lord said unto Joshua, This day have I 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you.] It is com- 
monly thought, that by the reproach of Egypt is' meant 
nothing else but uncircumcision, with which the Israelites 
always reproached other people, particularly the Egyp- 
tians, among whom they had long dwelt, and with whom 
they were best acquainted. But our learned Dr. Spencer 
thinks the reproach of Egypt is the slavery to which they 
had been there long subject, but now were fully declared 
a free people by receiving the mark of the seed of Abra- 
ham, and made heirs of the promised land. This he very 
often repeats, lib. i. de Leg. Hebr. Ritual, cap. 4. p. 44. 
51. 55. And no doubt Joshua now chose, immediately upon 
their entrance into the land of Canaan, to cause them to be 
circumcised, not only as a token they peculiarly belonged 
to him, but to oblige them to be careful to* observe all the 
laws of God; many of which could not, and others were 
not observed in the wilderness, but were now to be regu- 
larly practised, because they held the land of Canaan by 
this tenure. To this purpose also Theodoret discourses, 
in his questions upon this book ; They were made now lords 
of the promised land, who were lately slaves in Egypt; for 
they could not be the legitimate children of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, and heirs of the promises made to them, 
till they wero circumcised. Ralbag hath another notion of 
it; That the Egyptians seeing the Israelites wander so long 
as they did in the wilderness, reproached and flouted them, 
as if they were brought thither to be destroyed, and not to 
possess the land of Canaan; from which reproaches God 
now delivered them, when he assured them, by enjoining 
their circumcision, that they should shortly enjoy that 
country which God promised ; but which no uncircumcised 
person might inherit: but the first is the plainest and most 
unconstrained sense. 

Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal unto 
this day.] This was the first original of the name, which 
this place had ever after ; for Galal, in Hebrew, from 
whence this word comes, signifies to remove, take away, 
or devolve. And so here the LXX. translate the word 
gallothi (I have rolled away) by ctyclXov, and "the Vulgar 
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Latin by abstali (I have taken away); which makes it 
strange that Joscphus should say (lib. v. Antiq. cap. 1.) 
that this word Gilgal signifies liberty, whom Theodoret 
follows ; as if this place was so called, because now they 
found themselves perfectly freed from the Egyptians, and 
from all the troubles they endured in the wilderness. 

Unto this day.] These words are alleged by some against 
Joshua's being the author of this book; to which an an- 
swer hath been given, iv. 9. 

Vcr. 10. And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal.'] 
Continued their camp there, as they were enjoined, vcr. 8. 

And kept the Passover J] Which was tho second Passover 
that had been kept since its first institution, the first being 
observed the second year after their coming out of Egypt 
at Mount Sinai; after which it had been omitted thirty- 
nine years, because many of the people were uncircum- 
ciscd. 

On the fourteenth day of the month at even.} According 
to the command of God, (Exod. xii. 6.) 

In the plains of Jericho.'] Where the tabernacle was in 
the inidst of their camp, unto which they brought their lamb, 
for it could be sacrificed no where else, (Dcut. xvi. 2.) 
And therefore hither the Reubenites, and Gaditcs, and Ma- 
nassites, on the other side Jordan, came to offer this sacri- 
fice ; which was easier for them, than it was in aftertimes to 
go up to Jerusalem. 

Vcr. 11. And they did eat the old corn of the land.] Which 
the people of the country had left in their barns when they 
fled into Jericho, and other strong holds. 
* The morrow after the Passover.] There is a great dispute 
among the Jews, whether this were the fifteenth day of the 
month, which was properly the next day after the Pass- 
over, or, as others take it, the sixteenth day, w f hich was 
the solemn sabbath kept on the first day of unleavened 
bread, (Lev. xxiii. 10, 11.) when they were to wave the 
sheaf of the first-fruits before the. Lord. The former are 
in the right. - • 

■ Unleavened cakes.] That is, they kept the feast of un- 
leavened bread, which was distinct from the Passover, a& 
I observed, Exod. xii. 15, &c. 

And parched corn on the selfsame day.] This was new 
corn, which was growing that year they entered into Ca- 
naan, of which it was not lawful to eat, till they had offered 
the sheaf beforementioned, (Lev. xxiii. 14.) and therefore 
it is made an argument by some, that it was the sixteenth 
day of this month when this corn was parched. 

Ver. 12. And the manna ceased on themorrovo after they 
had eaten of the old corn of the land: neither had the chil- 
dren of Israel mannaany more.] Because they had no need 
of it (as Kimchi and others interpret it), being supplied by 
the store of old corn which they found in the land of Ca- 
naan, and by what' was growing upon the ground. 

But they did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that 
year.'] After they had offered the sheaf beforementioned, 
(Lev. xxiii. 11.) So that manna ceased on the sixteenth 
or seventeenth day of the first month, having continued 
■with them forty years, wanting about a month. So R. Be- 
chai truly interprets these words, (Exod. xvi. 35.) not to 
signify forty years complete, but near forty years; for it 
began to fall on the fifteenth day of the second month, and 
ceased- on the sixteenth or seventeenth day of the first 
month of the fortieth jcar after they came out of Egypt ; 



and therefore, to shew that they were not to expound those 
words, They did eat manna forty years, in a strict and pre- 
cise sense, Moses immediately adds, until they came to a 
land inhabited; — they did eat manna until they came to the 
borders of the land of Canaan ; which was exactly fulfilled, 
Gilgal being on the borders of the land, where it now ceased ; 
but it continued till that time, though they came to a land 
inhabited, when they conquered the kingdoms of Sihon 
and Og. 

Vcr. 13. And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Je- 
richo.] After he had performed these solemn rites of cir- 
cumcision and the Passover, Joshua went to take a view 
of Jericho, and to observe, as generals arc wont to do, the 
approaches to it. 

That he lifted up his eyes and looked.*] These words sig- 
nify a sudden apparition of a person to him; for so this 
phrase is used, when something new and unexpected pre- 
sents itself, as one is intent upon something else, (Gen. 
xviii. 1. Dan. x. 5.) 

And, behold, there stood a man before him.] Whom he 
took to be a man. 

With his sword drawn in his hand over against him.] He 
seemed to be a soldier, or rather a great commander, and 
stood directly opposite to him. 

And Joshua went unto him.] Such was his undaunted 
courage, with which God had inspired him. 

And said, unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversa- 
ries?] He demands of him,- whether he came to help the 
Israelites, or the people of Canaan ; for whom (it appears 
by the answer) Joshua suspected he came to fight. 

Ver. 14. And he said* Nay.] i. e. I am not on the side of 
your adversaries. 

But as captain (or prince) of the host of the Lord am I 
now come.] By the host of the Lord is here meant the whole 
body of the people of Israel, whom the Lord himself led 
forth out of Egypt, as his army, (see Exod. xii. 41.) and 
now appeared in this manner, that he might shew he would 
still conduct them, as their chief commander and leader, 
by whom they should be victorious over their enemies: for 
though many take this to have been a created angel (Mi- 
chael, suppose, the chief of therji), yet it is evident that 
Joshua did not think him so to be, for he fell down and 
worshipped him, as we read in the words following. 

And Joshua fell on his face to tlte earth.] With the pro- 
foundest reverence. 

And did worship.] Which he durst not have, given (for 
God. alone is to be adored), nor would an angel have re- 
ceived, without such a check as an angel gave St. John, 
(Rev. xxii. 10.) if he had not taken him to be the Divine 
Word that was come to fight for them. So the Chaldce 
paraphrase upon Josh. x. 42. ** It was the Word of the 
Lord that fought foT them," according to God's promise, 
i. 9. 17. This a most learned friend of mine (Dr. AHx) 
shews was the judgment of the ancient Jewish church, 
(see his late book on that argument, p. 234.) and it is most 
certain was the judgment of the ancient Christians, parti- 
cularly of Justin Martyr, Eusebius, and Theodoret. (See 
Valesius in his Annotations upon Eusebius's Ecclesias- 
tical History, lib. i. cap. 2. p. 7.) And therefore our great 
primate of Ireland fears not to say in his Annals, " Jesus 
Dominus noster, princeps militia 11 , patris sui, Jcsu typico 
ad Jcrichuntcm gladio stricto apparens, promittitse popu- 
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lum defensurum ;" that is, Jesus our Lord, the Prince of l \ 
his Father's host, appearing to him who was a type of him 
at Jericho, with a drawn sword, promised to be the defender 
of the people: where he seems by the captain of the Lord's 
host to understand our Lord, who commands angels them- 
selves; for they are sometimes called the host of heaven. 
(1 Kings xxii. 19. Luke ii. 13.) And it may very well be 
thought the meaninghere. 

And said unto him, Wliat saith my Lord unto his ser- 
vant?} Joshua was possessed of such a deep sense of the 
greatness of this person, that he humbly desires to receive 
his commands, and he would obey them. 

Ver. 15. And the Captain of the Lord's host said unto 
Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot, for the place 
where thou standest is holy J] This is the fullest evidence 
that can be given of the Divinity of this person that ap- 
peared to him ; who was so far from reproving him for 
doing him too much honour, that he commanded him to do 
much more ; for that w r hich he here requires, is the high- 
est acknowledgment of a Divine presence that was used 
among the eastern nations, as the same Dr. Alix observes. 
And considering that these are the very same words which 
were spoken to Moses, Exod. iii. 2, 3. we learn the reason 
why God commanded, this to Joshua ; which was, for the 
strengthening of his faith, that as now he was placed in 
Moses's stead, so God would be with him, as he had been 
with Moses. And thus Joh. a Coch discourses very rea- 
sonably upon the Gemara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 6. n. 3. 
" This angel, who suffered himself to be worshipped, and 
by whose presence the place where he appeared was sanc- 
tified, so that Joshua was commanded to put off his shoes, 
no doubt was He whom all the angels in heaven worship." 

And Joshua did so.] Put off his shoes, in token of re- 
verence to that place ; which was holy, while that Divine 
presence remained there, though not after it was gone: 
and it continued there for some space of time, to give 
Joshua advice, and to encourage him to hope for his pro- 
tection and assistance ; as appears from ver. 2. of the next 
chapter. 

CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. liOW Jericho wasstraitty shut up, because of the 
children of Israel.] The Targum understands it as if he 
spake of the strong fortifications of Jericho, which made 
it needful Joshua should be encouraged in his enterprise 
against it. But the words in the Hebrew are literally (as 
is noted in the margin of our Bibles) did shut up, and was 
shut up, which plainly relates to the strict guards which 
were kept, that none could get, into the City, nor get out 
of it : so it is explained in the next words. 

None went out, and none came in.} They shut up their 
gates so close, that nono could go out to carry intelligence 
to Joshua; and they were blocked up so close by the 
Israelites (to tvhich the latter part of the foregoing words 
may perhaps refer), that none could get in to bring any in- 
telligence or relief to the inhabitants of Jericho. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord said unto Joshua.] The same per- 
son speaks to him (all agree) who is called the Prince of the 
Lord's host in the foregoing chapter; and here is called 
Jehovah. Which shews he was not a created angel, but 



God himself; who alone could promise and perform what 
follows. 

See, I have given into thy hand Jericho, and the king 
thereof, and the mighty men of valour.] Who were gathered 
together in this place out of several nations: it being a 
frontier city, which they made as strong as they were able, 
and defended by the most valiant men they had in the 
country. (See xxiv. 11.) For we are to suppose that they 
had refused the offers of peace, which God ordered to be 
first sent unto them, (Deut. xx. 10.) and, trusting to their 
forces, took up a desperate resolution not to yield upon 
any terms. 

Ver. 3. And ye shall compass the city,' all ye men qf war, 
and go round the city once.] At such a distance, I suppose, 
that they could not reach them from the city, with their ar- 
rows or stones slung against them. 

Thus shall ye do six days.] Once every of those days, in 
such order as is described, yer. 6 — 9. This looked not 
like making war ; but appeared to the besieged, it is proba- 
ble, as a pastime. 

-Ver. 4. And seven priests shall bear before, the ark seven 
trumpets of rains' horns.] Such trumpets as they used to 
blow withal in the year of jubilee, (Lev. xxv. 9.) for so 
the phrase is in the Hebrew, trumpets ofJobel: and I have 
observed elsewhere, that rams' horns not being hollow, 
trumpets could not be made of them. - * * 

And the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times.] 
The seventh day's march differed in two things from the 
other six ; that they compassed it but once on other days, 
and made not the least noise, but now seven times, and 
made a great shout at the end of the last circuit. Con- 
cerning this number seven, see Drusiusupon this place, 
and upon Lev. iv. 6. Grotius saith of it, in short, (upon 
2 Chron. xxix. 21.) heptas sacris propria; the number 
seven is proper to sacred things : as appears by the seven 
angels and seven trumpets, (Rev. viii. 2.) 

And the priests shall blow with the trumpets.] All the 
time they marched so often round the city. (See Tertul- 
lian, lib. ii. adv. Marcion, cap. 21.) . . 

Ver. 5. And it shall come to pass, that when they make a 
long blast with the rams 9 horns.] A loud sound, protracted 
after a rustic manner, as Bochart interprets it in his Hiero- 
zoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43. 

And when ye hear the sound of the trumpet.] And were 
commanded by Joshua to shout, (ver. 1G.) 

All the people shall shout with a great shout.] Such as 
soldiers use when they make an onset upon a place, or 
when armies meet to give battle. 

And the wall of the city shall fall down flat.] Or, fall 
under it, as it is in the Hebrew ; which seems to signify, 
that the foundations of the wall were subverted, so that it 
sunk and fell into the ditch, or (as the Jews explain it) 
sunk into the very ground on which it stood, so as to 
leave no ruins, as in the common fall of walls ; in which 
they suppose another miracle. 

And the people shall ascend up every man straight before 
him.] The whole wall did not fall down, for Rahab's house 
stood, which was upon the wall, (ii, 15.) But such wide 
breaches were made every where round about, that the 
Israelites went straight forward, and found an easy entrance 
into this city, which the amazed inhabitants had no heart to 
defend ; or rather, the whole wall sunk into the earth, only 
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ItahaVs house was left standing, which mado the thing 
more remarkable. And thus God demonstrated, that it 
was his wonderful power which overthrew the city, against 
which they brought no engines nor battering rams, &c. aXXa 
n6vi} <{><ovi} adXTTiyyoc Kepartv^Ct *ai f^X 1 ^ SiKafov, &C. as Epi- 
phanius speaks, Hoeres. lxvi/n. 83. 

Ver. G. And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and 

said unto them, Take up the ark of the covenant.] This is 

• the second time that the priests are ordered to carry the ark, 

which belonged to the office of the Kohathites. (Sec iii. 3.) 

And let, seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns 
before the ark of the Lord.] As the Lord commanded, 
ver. 4. 

Ver. 7. And he said unto the people, Pass on and compass 
the city, and let him that is armed pass before the ark of the 
Lord.] This explains ver. 3. where he seems to command 
only the men ofivar to compass the city. But the mean- 
ing is, that the whole body of the people should march in 
this circuit, the men of war going before the ark, and the 
rest of the people following it, as it is explained ver. 9. 

Ver. 8. And it came to pass, ivhen Joshua had .spoken 
unto the people.'] By the priests,. as the LXX. understand it. 

That the seven priests, bearing the seven trumpets of rams' 
horns, passed on before the Lord, and blew with the tmmpets, 
.and the ark of the covenant of the Lord followed them.] Ac- 
cording to the direction given Ver. 6. 

Ver. 9. And the armed men went before the priests that 
blew with the trumpets.] Here the order of their march ex- 
plains the command, ver. 7. 

And the rear-ward came after the ark.] That is, the rest 
of the people who had no arms, old men, women, and chil- 
dren, came in the rear of the ark. Concerning the word 
measseph (which we translate rear-ward), see Numb. x. 23. 
■From whence may be gathered, that by this rear-tvard is 
meant the tribe of Dan ; as the Targum, Rasi, and Kimchi, 
understand it; who by the armed men beforementioned, 
understand the Reubenitcs, Gadites, and Manassites, who 
were engaged by Moses to go " armed before the Lord to 
war," Numb, xxxii. 20. and renewed this engagement to 
•Joshua, i. 12, &c. 

. The priests goin<j on, and blowing with the trumpets.] The 
words priests is not in the Hebrew, which made the Vulgar 
to translate the words in such a manner as if the whole 
multitude beforementioned made a sound with trumpets, 
" Buccinis omnia concrepabant." But there being no 
order for any to blow with trumpets but only the priests, 
our translators have done well to supply that word from 
ver. 4. as they do also ver. 13. where this is again repeated. 

Ver. 10. And Joshua had commanded the people, saying, 
Ye shall not shout, nor make any noise with your voice, nei- 
ther shall any word proceed out of your mouth.] They were 
not to talk to one another as they went along, but march in 
a profound silence, before and after the Lord, waiting on 
Jiim, to see what he would do for them. 

Until the day Ibid ye shout, then shall ye shout.] That is, 
:on the .seventh day, after they had compassed the city seven 
times. 

.Ver. 11. So the ark of the Lord compassed the city, going 

about it once.] It is uncertain upon what day they began 

j to do this ; but it is very probable (as the Jews say in their 

larger Chronicle) that it was the next day after the seven 

days of unleavened bread were ended. 
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And they came into the camp, and lodged in the campj] 
They spent the rest of the day in the camp to refresh them- 
selves, and lay there the following night. 

Ver. 12. And Joshua rose up early in the morning.] viz. 
That morning of the first day. of compassing the city. 

And thepriests took up the ark of the Lord.] These words, 
and those that follow in the next verse, give a particular 
account of what was done the first day, according to that 
which was said in general, ver. 8, 9. 

Ver. 13. And the seven jmests, bearing seven trumpets of 
rams' horns before the ark of the Lord, went on continually.] 
Without resting or making any stop, in a continued motion, 
till they had finished their circuit. 

And blew with the trumpets.] As soon as they began their 
motion. 

And the armed men went before them, but the rear-ward 
came after the ark, the priests going on, and blowing with 
the trumpets.] Till they had ended their circuit. 

Ver. 14. And the second day they compassed the city once.] 
In the same order before described. 

And returned into the camp.] As they had done the first 
day, (ver. 11.) 

And so they did six days.] The remaining four days were 
spent in the same pompous show, without striking a stroke, 
or speaking a word, that the subversion of the city might 
be ascribed wholly to the power of God, which secretly 
undermined the walls, and threw them down. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass on the seventh day.] The 
Jewish writers say this was the sabbath, as llaymundus 
observes in his Pugio Fidei, and Jos. de Voysin in his 
Annotations upon him, p. G25. But I shall only mention 
the words of Kimchi, which are these: " The ark of the 
Lord compassed the city the first time, on the first day of 
the week: so our doctors, of pious memory, have delivered, 
that the seventh day whereon the city was taken was the 
sabbath, though they killed and burnt upon that day; for 
he that commanded the sabbath to be observed, commanded 
it now to be profaned for the destruction of Jericho, as 
ho commanded burnt-offerings to be sacrificed on this day :" 
which is the very instance whereby our blessed Saviour 
justifies his doing some works upon the sabbath-day. And 
here I cannot but note, that it was Jehovah, according to 
this explication, who gave this command to compass the 
city on this day as well as any other. That great Lord 
who gave the command to keep the sabbath now dispensed 
with it: he that spake from Mount Sinai was the person 
who appeared to Joshua: for, whether this day was the 
sabbath or not, it is certain, one of the seven days wherein 
they were thus employed was the sabbath, and conse- 
quently their resting on that day was dispensed withal, by 
the same authority that made the law of the sabbath. 

That he rose early about the dawning of the day.] All the 
six days, I suppose, they rose early, as they did upon the 
first; (ver. 12.) but upon this day, very early, as soon as 
they could see, because they had seven times as much 
work to do as they had upon the other days. 

And compassed the city after the same manner seven 
times.] Not with a continued motion, I suppose, but rest- 
ing awhile (perhaps after each circuit) to refresh them- 
selves; otherwise, by such motion, they might have been 
dispirited, and unfit to attack Jericho, when the wall of it 
fell down before them. 
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Only on that day they compassed the city seven times.] 
For so the Lord ordered, ver. 4. 

Ver. 10'. And it came to pass at the seventh time.] As soon 
as they had ended the seventh circuit. 

When the priests blew with the trumpets.] Such a long 
sound as is mentioned, ver. 5. 

Joshua said unto the people.] By such officers as he had 
appointed to give the order, when they heard that unusual 
sound of the trumpet. 

Shout.] In assured hope of victory, as it follows in the 
next words, for the Lord hath given you the city. 

Ver. 17. And the city shall be accursed.] All the com- 
mands given in this, arid in the two following verses, could 
not be delivered just before he bade them shout; but they 
.had been given some time before they began to march the 
seventh time about the city. - And if any thing of these 
matters was repeated now, it was very briefly, by bidding 
them remember the orders they had received concerning 
the city and all that was therein. 

I have observed elsewhere, that this w r ord cherem (which 
we translate accursed) signifies sometimes the. gift itself, 
which is devoted to God for his uses, (Lev. xxvii. 24.) 
sometimes that which is devoted to perpetual destruction, 
by the right which God hath to punish capital enmities to 
him, as here in this place. And thus, Mr. Selden observes, 
the great Sanhedrin might devote those to destruction, who 
in war did not observe such charges as were given them ; 
of which they find an instance in Judg. xxi. 5. (See him, 
lib. iv. de Jure Nat. et Gentium, cap. G.) 

Even it and all that are therein to the Lord.] As the 
first-fruits of their victories, in the land of Canaan. All 
whose inhabitants God ordered to be exterminated ; but 
thought fit to make such an example of the first that re- 
fused to submit, as to raze their very city, and command 
it never to be built again: for that this was done by a parti- 
cular order from God, appears from 1 Kings xvi. 34. Thus 
he commanded even such cities in Israel to be destroyed, 
as should hereafter revolt to idolatry, Deut. xiii. 15 — 17. 

Only llahab the harlot shall live, she. and all that are 
tvith her in the house.] Which is explained in the execu- 
tion of this order, ver. 23. 

Because she hid the messengers.] Who swarc unto her 
that she should be preserved : and therefore, both in jus- 
tice and gratitude, Joshua was bound to take care of her; 
and, no doubt, had order from God to make good the 'oath 
of the spies. 

That we sent.] This seems to import, that Joshua sent 
the spies by the advice or consent of the elders ; though 
it may signify no more but that he sent them upon a public 
account. (See chap. ii. 1. 23.) 

Ver. 18. And you, in any wise, keep yourselves from the 
accursed thing.] Take heed, lest you meddle with any of 
the spoils which are devoted to God, and appropriate 
them to your own use. . . 

Lest ye make yourselves accursed, when ye take of the 
accursed thing.] Bring yourselves under the same sentence 
of being devoted to destruction. 

And make the camp of Israel a curse.] And, more than 
that, expose the whole camp to the same danger. For 
many times God takes occasion to punish the whole body 
of a people for their other sins, when some of them only 
have hig ly offended him. 
vol. n. 
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And trouble it.] Disturb the course of their victories. 
Ver. 19. But all the silver and gold, and vessels of brass 
and iron.] And other inetals, I suppose. 

Are consecrated to the Lord.] Except the gold and silver 
of their images, which were utterly to be destroyed, ac- 
cording to an express command of God, Deut. vii. 25, 2G. 

They shall come into the treasury of the Lord.] Which 
was in the tabernacle. To the service of which such 
things were wholly appropriated, and might not be applied 
to any other use. But it is very probable, that before such 
things were put into the treasury they were purified, by 
making them go through the fire: according to the law, 
Numb. xxxi. 22, 23. The Jews think these things were 
given to God, because the city was taken on the sabbath. 

Ver. 20. So the people shouted, when the priests blew 
with the trumpets.] As they had been commanded, ver. 1G. 
And it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of 
the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout.] 
This is repeated to shew, that this was all that the people 
contributed to the expugnation of this city: which they 
wholly ascribed unto God. 

That the wall fell down flat.] As the Lord had promised, 
ver. 5. 

So that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they took the city.] As it was easy 
to do, when the garrison was in such a consternation, at 
the sudden fall, of the wall, without any visible force to 
throw it down ; that, in all likelihood, they could make little 
or no resistance. 

Ver. 21. And they utterly destroyed all that was in the 
city, both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and 
sheep, and ass, with the edge of the siuord.] See Deut. xx. 
1G, 17. Some have observed that there are no earned. here 
mentioned, which were not commonly bred in this country; 
much less mules, which were not known in the land of Is- 
rael till the days of David. As Bochart concludes from 
the mention, upon several occasions, of oxen, sheep, and 
asses; but never of these creatures till his time. But if 
there were any other animals in Jericho besides these here 
named, they were all killed ; for that was the law of the 
cherem. As for their killing of infants and women, see 
Grotius, lib. iii. de Jure Belli etPacis, cap. 4. sect. 9. And 
it must also be remembered, that they were a people guilty 
of such foul idolatry, that it was fit the whole race of them 
should be destroyed, as Sodom was ; where all the chil- 
dren perished, as well as others. And this was a type of 
the entire destruction of New Babylon, mentioned in the 
Revelation. 

Ver. 22. But Joshua had said unto the two men that had 
spied out the country,] He had given this order before the 
falling of the wall; when they begfan their march on the 
seventh day, the seventh time, and before they shouted. 

Go into the harlot's house.] Which, by the wonderful 
providence of God over her, was left standing, with part 
of the wall upon which it w r as built, when the rest sunk 
into the ground. 

And bring out thence the woman, and alt that she hath.] 

With her in the house. 

As ye sware unto her.] Chap. ii. 14. 

Ver. 23. And the young men that were spies went in, and 

brought out llahab, and her father,, and her mother, and all 

that she had; and they brought out all her kindred.] By 
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this it appears, that all related to her, who took shelter 
under her roof, were preserved from destruction. Such is 
the great clemency of God, who, for the sake of one ex- 
cellent woman, spared a great many that had nothing to 
deserve his favour. 

And left them without the camp of Israel.'] They were 
brought out of the house, because it was to be burnt, with 
all the rest of the city: which was to be laid desolate with- 
out inhabitant. And they were carried without the camp 
of Israel, because it was holy by the presence of the Lord 
there: which made it unlawful for them to enter into it, 
till they had abjured their gentile superstition; and by 1 
circumcision (and by baptism, as the custom was in after- 
times, if not now) admitted into the body of the Israelites. 

Vcr. 24. Jind they burnt the city ivith fire, and all that 
was therein.] By the just judgment of God upon it, for the 
horrible wickedness committed therein. (See Grotius, de 
Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. iii. cap. 12. sect. 2.) 

Only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass, and 
iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the Lord.] 
As had been enjoined before they took the city, vcr. 19. 

Ver. 25. And Joshua saved llahab the liarlot alive, and 
her father s household, and all that she had.] It is likely her 
father and his household gave credit to what she said; 
and consequently were converted, as she was, to the true 
religion, by what they had heard before, and now saw with 
their own eyes, of the wonderful works of God. 

And she dwelleth in Israel unto this day.] Was incorpo- 
rated with the Israelites, and made a member of their body; 
as all her kindred, it is likely, were: at least, they became 
proselytes of the gate (as they called those who renounced 
idolatry, and worshipped the God of Israel), though they 
were not circumcised. Concerning this phrase unto this 
day, see before, iv. 9. 

Because she hid the messengers which Joshua sent to spy 
out Jericho.'] Which proceeded not merely from her huma- 
nity, but was a noble act of courageous faith. 

Ver. 26. And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying.] 
He made the elders and heads of their several tribes (I 
suppose) bind themselves by a solemn oath, and they took 
the same security of all the people; adding a curse upon 
themselves and their posterity, if any of .them broke 
this oath. 

Cursed be the man before the Lord.] This shews that this 
cherem, whereby he adjudged him and his family to de- 
struction who should rebuild Jericho, was a sentence pro- 
nounced by the Lord, and not by Joshua, without his order. 
And so we read expressly in the first book of the Kings, 
xvi. nit. See concerning this cherem, Mr. Selden, lib. iv. 
de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 7. p. 505. 

That riseth up and bnildeth this city Jericho.] Whose 
ruins God would have remain, as a perpetual monument of 
his power and of his severity. So Maimonides, in his 
More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 50. " This anathema (saith 
he) was pronounced, that the miracle of the subversion of 
Jericho might be kept in perpetual memory: for whoso- 
ever saw the walls sunk deep into the earth (as he under- 
stands it), would clearly discern that this was not the form 
of a building destroyed by man, but miraculously thrown 
down by God." 

He shall lay the foundation thereof in his first-born.] That 
is, in the death of his first-born. 
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And in his youngest son shall he set np the gates of it.] 
The meaning is, in the progress of the work, the rest of his 
children should die : and when \c had finished it (which 
was when he set up its gates) he should lose the last of 
them. Which was fulfilled exactly in the days of Ahab, 
as wo read in the place beforenamed, (1 Kings xvi. 34.) 
Which, by j the way, shews this book of Joshua to have 
been older. than the book of the Kings. 

We are not to imagine that this anathema reached any 
farther, than to the builder of Jericho and his family ; not 
to those who should inhabit it after it was rebuilt. For 
there was a company of prophets who made no scruple 
to settle here in future times, (2 Kings i. 15.) And if it 
had been built in any other. place, and not on the ruins of 
the old city (though they had given it the name of Jericho), 
one cannot think he that built it would have fallen under 
this curse. Which either he did not mind, or did not be- 
lieve, otherwise he would not have adventured to restore 
this city: unto which he was tempted by its pleasant situ- 
ation, (2 Kings i. 19.) 

Ver. 27. So the Lord was with Joshua.] Thus God made 
good his promise to him, i. 5. 9. where the Targum, as 
I observed, hath it, The Word of the Lord thy God shall 
be thy helper. And so theso words run in that paraphrase, 
And the Word of the Lord helped Joshua : that Divine Per- 
son who appeared to him, and encouraged him in this un- 
dertaking, chap. v. 13, 14, &c. 

And his fame teas noised throughout all the country.] 
There was no part of the country which did not hear of 
their. wonderful entrance into it over Jordan; and of the 
miraculous taking of Jericho; and the execution done 
there; which made the name of Joshua famous among 
them, as a captain before whom rivers fled, and the 
strongest w r alls fell down fiat 

CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JtSUT the children of Israel.] That is, one among 
them. Which is an usual form of speech in the Holy 
Scriptures, to ascribe that to many indefinitely wherein 
one alone is concerned; because, where men are united 
in a society, they are all to partake in the good or ovil that 
every of their members doth. Instance of which we find 
in Gen. viii. 4. xix. 29. xxiii. G. Judges xii. 7. .Matt. 
xxvi. 8. See Bochart in his Ilierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 17. p. 212. and a great many more instances he heaps 
up, par. ii. lib. v. cap. 3. p. GC9. 

Committed a trespass in the accursed thing.'] Offended 
God by purloining to his own use some of the spoils 
which were devoted to destruction, or appropriated to 
God's treasury, with a curse upon him that meddled with 
them. 

For Achan the son of Carmi.] Who is called Achar in 
1 Chron. ii. 7. because he having troubled Israel (as the 
word Achar signifies, ver. 25. of this chapter), it is likely, 
that, in aftertimes, they turned his name into Achar, in- 
stead of Achan. 

The son ofZabdi.] Who is called Zimri, 1 Chron. ii. G. 

The son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah.] For we find 
Zerah was the son of Judah, and came with him into 
Egypt, wlien he was very young; for we read of no children 
he had, (Gen. xlvi. 12.) And if we suppose him to have 
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begotten Zabdi when he was seventy years old, and allow 
as many years before Zabdi begat Carrni, and as many 
before Carmi begat Achan; we may make account (with 
Bonfrerius) that Achan was now about fifty years old; an 
age wherein many men begin to be more covetous than 
they were in their youth. 

Took of the accursed thing.'] What it was he himself 
confesses, ver. 21. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against the chiU 
dren of Israel.] The sin of one member of the body pro- 
voked the Divine Majesty to express his displeasure 
against them all (which they deserved upon other accounts), 
that they might be awakened to find out, and to punish 
him who had brought them into great danger. 

This preface is made to this chapter, to shew whence 
the ill success they had at Ai proceeded. 

Ver. 2. And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai.] Called 
Hai in Abraham's time, (Gen. xii. 8.) Which Joshua, I 
suppose, had summoned to surrender, according to the pre- 
cept in Deut. xx. 10. but they had refused. It was a city 
about three miles distant from Jericho, as the Jews say in 
Semoth Rabbah; which Masius takes to signify three 
leagues. 

JVhich is beside Beth-aven.] Whether Beth-aven here 
signify a city, or a wilderness, is uncertain. (Seexviii.12.) 

On the east side of Beth-el.] A place w r hich was but one 
league from Ai, as Masius computes, and lay westward of 
it, (Gen. xii. 8.) for the war was carried on from the cast, 
where Jericho was, to. the western parts of the country. It 
was called Beth-aven in future times, by way of reproach, 
when the golden calves were set up in it; which made it 
not a house of God (as Beth-el signifies), but a house of 
iniquity; i. e. idolatry, which is the import of Beth-aven. 
But it is plain from hence, that these were two distinct 
places. 

And spake unto them, saying. Go up aiid view tJie country. 
And the men went up and viewed Ai.] How it lay, and how 
it was fortified, &c. And it seems to have been seated in 
the hilly country; and belonged to the Amorites, (ver. 7.) 

Ver. 3. And they returned unto Joshua, and said unto 
him, Let not all the people go up; but let about two or three 
thousand men go up, and smite Ai, &c] They thought this 
number would be sufficient, because, as it follows in the 
end of the verse, they tvere but few; and therefore they 
would not have all Israel put to the trouble of marching 
thither. In which counsel a good providence of God in- 
terposed; for if the flight of three thousand men put the 
Israelites into such a consternation, (as we read, ver. 5, 
C.) what a condition would they have been in, if all the 
people had been put to the worse? as they would have 
been, if they had attacked Ai, while this guilt remained 
among them. 

Ver. 4. So there went up thither of the people about three 
thousand men; and they fled before the men ofAL] Who 
seeing so small a number, came out and engaged the 
Israelites ; whose courage quite failed them, so that they 
seem not to have struck a stroke, but immediately ran 
away. For God had left them; to whom they owed all 
their valour and victories. 

Ver. 5. And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and 



For they chased them from before the gate.] Of the 
city Ai. 

Unto Shebarim.] A place, I suppose, between Ai and 
Jericho ; which the Targum thinks had its name from the 
rout of the Israelites there. 

And smote them in the going down.] Till they came to the 
plains of Jericho. For Ai standing on a hill, there was a 
descent from thence thither. 

Wlierefore the hearts of the people melted.] As wax doth 
before the fire, (Psal. lxviii. 2.) or as ice before the sun. 

And became as water.] Weak and wavering, in uncertain 
resolutions, not knowing what to do. 

Ver. 6. And Joshua rent his clothes.] As the manner was 
when they were full of grief, upon occasion of any great 
calamity, or the commission of any great crime. Which 
custom was very ancient, (Gen. xxxvii. 34. xliv. 13.) and 
continued in the times of the prophets, who make it a crime 
that men did not rend their clothes when grievous sins 
were committed. . 

. And fell to the earth upon his face.] To make his suppli- 
cation to God for mercy. 

Before the ark of the Lord.] Not in the sanctuary, but 
with his face towards it. In imitation of which, the pre- 
centor in the Jewish synagogue, at this day, falls down be- 
fore the chest, wherein they keep the book of the law, when 
he takes it out to read; as Buxtorf observes in his Synag. 
Judaica. And on solemn fast-days, as the Mischna tells, 
such prostrations were usual. 

Until the even-tide.] Continued all day in fasting and 
prayer to God. 

He and the elders of Israel.] Who rent their clothes, I 
suppose, as he had done ;. and then presented themselves 
in this mournful manner before God to implore his mercy. 

And put dust upon their h#ads.] This was still a higher 
expression of great grief, and of a deep sense of their un- 
worthiness to be relieved. AVhich was very usual in this 
nation, (1 Sam. iv. 12. 2 Sam. i. 2, &c.) and was imitated 
by the gentiles: as we see in the example of theNine- 
vites, (Jonah iii. G.) and of Achilles, who bewailed the 
death of Patroclus by throwing dust on his head, and lying 
down in the dust, as Homer describes it in Iliad S. ver. 
23,24. 

* Ver. 7. And Joshua said, Alas! O Lord God.] A form of 
speech dolefully bewailing their forlorn condition: which 
did not misbecome so great a captain as Joshua was ; for 
the most generous spirits have the most-tender sense of 
humanity, as Arius Montanus excellently discourses upon 
this place. 

Wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jbr- 
dan, to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites, to destroy 
us?] This is not a sinful expostulation with God (for 
Joshua is not reprehended for it, but graciously instructed), 
but only a confession of his ignorance, why God should do 
such wonders for them as he had done, and now let them 
fall into the hands of those enemies whom they had con- 
quered on the other side of Jordan. And it is as if he had 
said, I. am confounded in my thoughts, being unable to un- 
derstand why, &c. and consequently, he humbly desired to 
be informed in the reason of this change of his providence. 

Would to God we had been content, and dwelt on the 



six men.'] Of the hindmost of them, it is most likely, who Wither side Jordan!] As far as he could apprehend, thcyhad 
could not run away so fast as the rest. fletterhave rested satisfied with what they had in posses- 
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sion, than bo thus defeated in their attempt to acquire 
more. 

Ver. 8. O Lord, what shall I say.] What course shall I 
take? or, how shall I answer the reproaches of our insult- 
ing enemies? 

JVJien Israel timieth their backs before their enemies?'] 
What hope is there of conquering them or preserving our- 
selves ? 

Ver. 9. For the Canaanites, and all the inhabitants of the 
land, will hear of it.] They that are at the greatest distance, 
by the sea-side, will hear the report of our defeat, which 
will soon be spread over the whole country. 

And shall environ us round about.] Be encouraged thereby 
to gather all their forces together and surround us. 

And cut off our name from the earth.] Utterly destroy us. 

And what xtilt thou do unto thy great name?] And, 
which was worse, God would lose the glory of all the mira- 
cles he had wrought, and be thought unable to accomplish 
what he had begun to do for his people. . This argument 
Moses had formerly pressed, (Exod. xxxii. 12. Numb.xiv. 
16. Deut. ix. 28.) and God himself, in the song which he 
bade Moses teach the people, makes use of it. (Deut. 
xxxii. 20, 27.) 

Ver. 10. And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up; 
why liest thou thus upon thy face?] These words are not a 
reproof, but a gracious answer to his prayers ; for when a 
person who supplicates a prince is commanded to rise up 
from his knees, it is a token of acceptance. 

Ver. 11. Israel hath sinned.] See ver. 1. 

And they have also transgressed my covenant which I 
commanded them.] They had promised obedience to all 
God's commands, (Exod. xxiv. 7.) and assured Joshua 
they would do whatsoever he bade them, (i. 16 — 18.) And 
this was a late command delivered by him from God, that 
they should not meddle with any thing devoted to God, 
with a solemn curse. 

For they have even taken of tlie accursed thing.] That 
which belongs to me, ver. 1. 

And have also stolen, and dissembled also.] Not only pur- 
loined that which God reserved to himself, but denied it 
after the fact w T as done. For I suppose Joshua, after the 
destruction of Jericho, had made inquiry, whether the 
silver and gold, &c. were brought into the treasury, and 
whether they had destroyed all other things, as God com- 
manded; and they all answered, that they had. 

And they have put it even amongst their own stuff.] To 
conceal it from discovery: or, it is an expression of his 
impudent transgression of God's command, in converting 
it immediately to his own private use. For in this verse 
the crime is aggravated in a gradual manner, in that Achan 
had not only sinned, but against the covenant they had 
solemnly made with him; and that in a matter of great im- 
portance, in which he had lately laid his injunctions upon 
them: having not only taken to himself what belonged to 
God, but done it by way of stealth, as if he could not see 
it; and likewise denied the doing of it; and persisting in 
the sin, by mixing what he had stolen with his own proper 
goods. 

A r er. 12. Therefore the children of Israel could not stand 
before their enemies, but turned their backs before their ene- 
mies, because they were accursed.] By having a man among 
them who waS fallen under the curse of God. .- . 
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Neither will I be with you any more, except 'you destroy 
the accursed from among you.] These words shew that only 
one man among them was accursed, though they all suffered 
for it; and were to continue to suffer, till he was destroyed. 
For now that they knew there had been such a crime com- 
mitted among them, they had been as guilty as Achan if 
they had not punished it. 

Ver. 13. Up.] He was not still lying on the ground, for 
God had bid him rise before, and he, I suppose, had 
obeyed him: but this is a word whereby he quickens him 
to make all the speed he could, to do as he now di- 
rected him. 

Sanctify the people.] Call upon them to sanctify them- 
selves; as it here follows. 

Arid say unto them, Sanctify yourselves.] As they did 
when they were to meet the Lord at Mount Sinai, (Exod. 
xix. 10, &c.) and as they were lately commanded to do 
when he led them over Jordan, (iii. 5.) For now they 
were to appear before his majesty, that an inquisition 
might bo made who he was that had been guilty of this 
foul crime. 

To-morroiv.] For he would not have the guilt remain 
any longer upon them. 

For tints saith the Lord God of Israel, There is an ac- 
cursed thing in the midst of thee, O Isi-ael.] He speaks in 
this style, both to awaken them to sanctify themselves, 
and also to appear before the Lord next morning. 

Tliou canst not stand before thine enemies, until ye take 
away the accursed thing from among you.] Both the per- 
son that had violated the anathema, and the thing he had 
purloined. 

Ver. 14. In the morning therefore ye shall be brought.] 
Before the Lord. 

According to your tribes.] Some principal persons of 
every tribe, representing the rest, were set before the Lord. 

And it shall be, that the tribe which the Lord taketh 
shall come according to the families thereof; and the family 
which the Lord sluxll take shall come by • households ; and 
the household which the Lord shall take shall come man by 
man.'] There is no difficulty in these w r ords, but only to 
understand how this inquisition was made, and the author 
of the fact discovered : which is not here expressed, there 
being no words to signify how the Lord took one tribe, 
and family, and household, and person, from the rest. The 
Jews (who are never at a loss in these matters) tell us, 
. that when they stood before the sanctuary, the high-priest, 
was in it with the urim and thummhn; wherein were twelve 
stones, with the names of the children of Israel engraven in 
them. And when that tribe, suppose, to which the guilty 
person belonged, was called, that stone in w f hich was the 
name of that tribe changed colour; and so it did when the 
family, and the household, and the person, were called* 
But this is a mere fancy, of the stones shining, or becoming 
duskish; by which, I have shewn elsewhere, answers could 
not be given to inquiries by urim and thuinmim. And 
what others of them say is not much better: for instance, 
Kimchi, who tells us some are of opinion, that they being 
made to pass before the ark, the guilty could not stir a 
foot. (See several other conceits in Buxtorf's Historia 
Urim et Thummim, p. 304, &c.) 

But the plainest account of this matter is this, that they 
were discovered by casting of lots, in the presence of God; 
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which was an usual way in aftertiines of discovering 
noxious persons, (1 Sam. xiv. 41, 42. Jonah i. 7.) So Jo- 
sephus, lib. v. cap. 1. and Ralbag. 

Ver. 15- And it sluill be, that he that is taken with the 
accursed thing shall be burnt with fire.] After they had 
stoned him to death with stones, (ver. 25.) 

He and all that he hath.] His children, and his cattle; 
his tent, and all his goods; as it is explained ver. 24. 

Because he hath transgressed the covenant of the Lord.] 
See ver. 11. 

And because he hath wrought folly in Israel.] Committed 
a very heinous sin. 

Ver. 16. So Joshua rose up early in the morning.] It is 
probable he acquainted nobody with these orders; but 
made all the haste he could to put them in execution: for 
if they had been known abroad, Achan's guilt might have 
made him flee from so terrible a sentence. 

And brought Israel by their tribes; and the tribe of 
Judah was taken.] Who, if we may believe the Jews, im- 
mediately stood to their arms, and would not lay them 
down, till they saw the man apprehended and punished 
who had done this thing. 

Ver. 17. And he brought the family of Judah, &c] Every 
family of that tribe, till that of the Zarhites was taken. 

And he brought the family of the Zarhites man by man.] 
That is, every head of their several households, as he was 
directed, ver. 14. 

And Zabdi was taken.] That is, the lot fell upon his 
household. 

Ver. 18. And he brought his household man by man; and 
Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son ofZerah, 
of the tribe of Judah, was taken.] Here the Samaritan 
Chronicle tells the very same story with the Talmudists, 
that the stone in the breast-plate of the high-priest, in 
which was engraven the name of Judah, was darkened 
when Achan was named. (See Hottingcr's Smegma Orien- 
tate, cap. 8. p. 505.) 

Ver. 19. And Joshua said unto Achan, My son.] All 
great minds are full of tenderness and compassion ; and 
nothing more unbecomes a prince than violent passion : 
which Joshua was so far from expressing on this occa- 
sion, that he speaks to him with the greatest mildness 
imaginable. 

Give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel] The 
Samaritan Chronicle, beforcnamed, paraphrases this not 
amiss: Lift up thine eyes to the King of heaven and earth,- 
and acknowledge that nothing can be hid from him ; who 
knows the greatest secrets. 

And make confession unto him, and tell me now what 
tJiou hast done.] Openly confess thy guilt; and relate to 
me what it is, that thou hast converted to thine own use. 

Hide it not from me.] Who thou seest have God at 
hand, to discover that which none of us know but thyself. 

Ver. 20. And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Indeed 
I Itave sinned against the Lord God of Israel.] Which the 
Samaritan Chronicle thus expresses; I acknowledge that 
Iliave grievously sinned before God, who knows all secret 
and hidden things: for I have prevaricated against the 
covenant of God, and against his ambassador. 

And thus and thus have I done.] Committed this sin, 
with such circumstances as here follow. 

Ver. 21. When I saw among the spoils.] He doth not 



say in what place ; but the forenamed Chronicle saith, it 
was as he entered into one of their temples. 

A goodly Babylonish garment.] There are a great many 
opinions about this garment; which Bochartus most pro- 
bably judges to have been a various garment, as the LXX. 
translate it ; that is, of divers colours, wherein were seve- 
ral figures either woven or wrought with a needle: for 
which sort of work Babylon was famous, insomuch that 
they were called painted garments; which made a most 
glorious show, and therefore was very inviting to the eye 
of Achan : who was tempted by its lustre, to reserve one 
of these garments for his own use, or to sell ; for they 
were of an immense price. See him in his Phaleg. lib. i. 
cap.. 6. where he hath a long dissertation about this 
garment. . : 

And two hundred shekels of silver.] Which is as much as 
a hundred German dollars, as Masius observes. 

And a wedge of gold.] In the Hebrew a tongue; for it 
had that shape. 

Of fifty shekels' weight.] This may be understood two 
ways; either that it was worth so many shekels in value,, 
that is, fifty dollars ; or, that it weighed as much as fifty 
shekels, that is, three hundred dollars. The last sense; 
Masius thinks most probable. 

Then I coveted, and took them.] To his own use ; when 
he should have brought them into God's treasury, (James- 
i. 15.) 

And, behold, they are hid in the earth in the midst of my. 
tent.] Till he could have time to dispose of them to hi« ; 
best advantage. 

• And the silver under it.] The silver was immediately 
under the Babylonish garment, and the gold under that : 
for both silver and gold are here meant, though one only 
mentioned. 

Ver. 22. Tlien Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to 
the tent.] Lest any 6ne should remove them, and render 
the fact dubious ; and that the children of Israel might be 
speedily expiated. 

And, behold, it teas hid in his tent, and the silver under it.] 
They found the Babylonish garment (as was said before) 
hid in the earth, and the silver and gold under it. Thc> 
LXX. indeed, understand it, as if the gold and Babylonish 
garment were uppermost, and the silver under them : for 
so they translate these words, both here and in the fore- 
going verse, to apyipiov vTroKaruy avrQv, the silver tinder 
them. The wedge of gold, perhaps, 'was wrapped in the 
Babylonish garment; and so the silver might be said to 
lie either under it, or under them. 

Ver. 23. And they took them out of the midst of the tent.] 
Where he told them he had buried these things. 

And brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children 
of Israel.] For they were all assembled at the tabernacle,., 
waiting to see the issue of this matter. 

And laid them before the Lord.] That the fact might be 
manifest, and the Lord acknowledged to be omniscient. ' 

Ver. 24. And Joshua, and all Israel with him.] By an. 
universal consent. 

Took Achan the son of Zerah.] He was Zcrah's great- 
grandchild. 

And the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold*],. 
Which God would not have put into his treasury, after, 
they had been thus perverted to a private use* 
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And his sons, and his daughters.] This seems very hard, 
that they should bo executed in such a terrible manner, as 
here follows, for their father's fault. But tho Jews in 
Pirke Eliezer say, they were punished becauso they were 
privy to their father's stealth, and concealed it. Others 
think this was a necessary severity in the beginning of a new 
empire, and of a plentiful fortune, upon which they now 
entered ; that they might not wantonly abuse it. But there 
are those who think this is but a seeming difficulty; 
Achan alone being stoned (as we read in the next verse, 
all Israel stoned him with stones), and his children brought 
forth to be spectators of it. And when it is said, in the 
eonclusion of the next verse, they stoned them with stones, 
it relates to his oxen, and asses, and sheep, which were 
stoned with him. (See Guil. Vorstius, in his annotations 
on Pirke Eliezer, p. 224.) 

And his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, 
and all that he had.] This was done, to represent to the 
people the heinousness of this offence; and to strike such 
a terror into them, that they should not dare to commit 
the like. 

And they brought them unto the valley ofAchor.] Which 
had its name from him, ver. 26. (See there.) 

Ver. 25. And Joshua said.] He was the sole judge, as 
the Jews think, in this matter. ' And whereas, by the law, 
none might be condemned out of the mouth of one witness, 
norwas any judge to sit alone without assistants (according 
to their doctors), nor any man's testimony to be admitted 
against himself (because, in a mad fit, he might undo him- 
self), yet their king had this singular prerogative, that he 
might try a man alone by himself, and condemn him out of 
the mouth of one witness, nay, from his own confession; 
as Joshua did here (who was their king or supreme go- 
vernor) in Achan's case; and as David did afterward in 
the case of the Amalekite, 2 Sam. i. i5. (See G. Schick- 
ard, in his Jus Regium, cap. 4. Theor. 14.) But Joshua 
is impertinently alleged as a proof of this extraordinary 
power; for it was God who convicted Achan, and pro- 
nounced this sentence; which Joshua only put in exe- 
cution. 

Why hast thou troubled us? the Lord sliall trouble thee 
this day.'] The doctors in the Jerusalem Talmud, in the 
treatise Sanhedrin, cap. 6. fancy there is a peculiar em- 
phasis in these words, this day. As if he had said, In this 
day thou shalt be troubled, but thou shall not be troubled 
in the world to come. For they think that he having given 
glory to God, by confessing his sin, had all his punish- 
ment here. 

All agree Joshua alludes to his name; the word Achar 
signifying to trouble or disturb. Or rather, his name was 
changed from Achan unto Achar, because of this disturb- 
ance which he gave to all Israel. 

And alt Israel stoned him with stones.'] Which was a 
punishment of great crimes, as I have observed elsewhere. 
See Lev. xx. 9. 11 — 13, &c. as I remember. This is said 
to be done by all Israel; because they were all present, 
and consenting to it. 

And burnt them with fire, after they had stoned them with 
stones.] Burnt their dead carcasses. Why they were both 
stoned and also burnt, Eliezer in his Pirke, and Vorstius 
upon him, gives a reason in the place abovenamed. 

Ver. 26. And they raised over him a great heap of stones 
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unto this day.] As a monument of his sin, and of God's 
judgment upon him. Thus they did with Absalom, 2 Sam. 
xviii. 17. And houses or cities *vhich were destroyed, are 
said to bo turned into a heap, (Isa. xxv. 2.) or heaps, (Jer. 
ix. 11.) as a token of their utter ruin. 

And the Lord turned from the fierceness of his anger.] 
Was reconciled to his people, after they had executed his 
sentence against him, that provoked his anger. So the 
Samaritan Chronicle: Thus the anger of God was removed 
from the children of Israel, and he was pleased with what 
they had done. (See Deut. xiii. 17.) 

Wherefore the nameofthat place.] Where he was stoned 
and burnt. 

Was called TJte Valley of Achor, unto this day.] From 
that time all the people called this place by that name, in 
memory of this execution done upon Achar: so he was 
also called ever after this. For though his name was Achan, 
yet from henceforward they called him Achar, the troubler 
of Israel. And so he is here called in the Syriac version, 
and by Josephus, Athanasius, Basil, and others mentioned 
by Bochartus ; as Ezra himself also calls him, 1 Chron. ii. 7. 
See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 31. in the latter end. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. jljLND the Lord said unto Joshua.] Who, it is 
likely, now consulted God about their progress in this war: 
which he had not dono before, (vii. 2.) being sufficiently 
authorized by what God had often said to him, and by their 
success against Jericho : but this late defeat before Ai, 
might make him think it necessary to take advice of tho 
Divine Majesty, before he attempted any thing farther. 

Fear not, neither be dismayed.] Because of the late ill 
success ; of which he now knew the cause ; which was re- 
moved. 

Take all the people of war with thee.] This order may 
seem strange, since the people themselves thought two or 
three thousand were sufficient, if God were with them. 
But God would have them all to share in the spoil of Ai ; 
that they who had obeyed him in abstaining from laying 
their hands on any thing in Jericho, might be now rewarded 
for it, by the prey of this city; as it follows in the next 
verse. 

And arise, go up to Ai.] Which it appears by this was 
in the hill country. 

' I have given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, 
and his city, and his land.] He bids him be confident of a 
complete victory, as if he had already won it. 

Ver. 2. And thou shall do to Ai and her king as thou 
didst to Jericho aud her king.] Only with such difference, 
as follows in the next words. 

• Only the spoil thereof, aud thecattle thereof, shall ye take 
for a prey unto yourselves.] None of the silver or gold, or 
any thing else, was separated to God's use, nor ordered to 
be destroyed; but they were to enjoy it all entirely them- 
selves. 

Lay thee an ambush for the city behind it.] On the west 
of it ; for they were now in Gilgal, which lay eastward. 

Ver. 3. So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go 
up against Ai.] In obedience to the Divine direction, 
(ver. 1.) 
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And Joshua chose out thirty thousand mighty men of va- 
lour, and sent them away by night.] When they were less 
liable to be observed. 

Ver. 4. And he commanded them, saying, Behold, ye shall 
tie in tvait against the city, even behind the city.'] Like a 
great general, he assigns their post to every part of the 
army. 

Go not very far from the city.] Lie as close to it as you 
can, without being discovered. 

But be ye all ready.] To seize upon the city, when all 
the people were drawn out of it. 

Ver. 5. And I, and all the people that are with me, will 
approach unto tJte city.] As if they intended to assault it* 

And it shall come to pass, when they come out against us, 
as at the first.] Which he rationally presumed they would, 
being flushed with such good success. 

That we will flee before them.] Counterfeit a flight, as 
soon as they appeared. 

Ver. G. For they will come out after us, till we have drawn 
them from the city.] Pursue them, with all their force. 

For they icillsay, Tliey flee before ns, as at the first : there* 
fore we will flee before them.] He gives the reason of their 
flight, without striking of a stroke (as we now speak), that 
all the people might be enticed out of the city, in pursuit 
of them, as he concluded they would be ; because now there 
was a greater number of the Israelites than before ; which 
would require their whole power to deal withal. 

Ver. 7. Then ye shall rise up from the ambush, and seize 
upon the city.] Upon the signal given, mentioned ver. 18. 

For the Lord your God will deliver it into your hand.] 
He would not have them fear to enter the city ; which he 
assured them God would put into their possession. 

Ver. 8. And it shall be, when ye have taken the city, that 
ye shall set the city on fire.] The gate where they entered, 
' or some of the skirts of the city ; as a token they were pos- 
sessed of it. For they were to take the spoil of the city 
before they burnt it, (ver. 28.) 

. According to the commandment of the Lord shall ye do.] 
And not transgress, as Achan did. 

See, I have commanded yoa.] Acquainted them with the 
will of God; in the observance of which they might be 
confident of success. 

Ver. 9. Joshua therefore sent them forth, and they went 
io lie in ambush.] He selected these thirty thousand men 
out of the rest of the army; and when it was dark they 
went upon the forenamed design. 

And Joshua lodged that night among the people.] The 
forenamed detachment (as we now speak) was commanded 
by some great officer, in whom Joshua confided ; but he 
himself lay all night in the body of the army ; that he 
might be ready in the morning to give the necessary orders. 

Ver. 10. And Joshua rose up early in the morning, and 
numbered the people.] He first gave orders to the officers 
(for he could not do it himself alone) to see that none of 
the people were wanting. 

And went up, he and the elders of Israel, before the peo- 
ple to Ai.] And when he commanded them to march, he 
was attended by the elders of Israel, leading them on to- 
wards Ai. But it is uncertain who are here meant by the 
elders of Israel. Some think, the chief commanders in the 
army; but they are never called elders, much less the elders 
of Israel. But tho rulers and judges are called by this 



name, who, I suppose, waited upon Joshua as a council of 
war: being men authorized by God to assist the supreme 
governor, (Numb. xi. 16. 24, 25.) 

Ver. 11. And all the people, even the people of war that 
were with him, went up and drew nigh, and came before /fte 
city.] The distance between Gilgal and Ai being but three 
leagues, it is likely, the people being mustered early in the 
morning, they got thither before noon. Those words, even 
the men of war that were with him, seem to be opposed to 
the thirty thousand, whom he had sent before to lie in 
ambush, (ver. 3.) 

And pitched on the north side ofAi.] Here the main body 
of the army lay, behind the hills, it is likely, so that they 
were not discovered till the evening, or the next day. 

Noiv there was a valley between them and Ai.] Where 
they of Ai, I suppose, drew up ; when they resolved to 
engage them. 

Ver. 12. And took about five thousand, and set them to 
lie in ambush between Beth-el and Ai.] Which places were 
but a league distant one from the other. (See vii. 2.) 

On the west side of the city.] Where the former detach- 
ment was ordered to lie, ver. 4. But these seem to have 
been a distinct party from them, and sent, it is likely, for 
another purpose; to intercept all those that might think to 
save themselves, by flying through by-ways, which they 
were to guard. There are those, indeed, who think that 
there were but thirty thousand men in all employed in this 
expedition against Ai ; and out of them these five thousand 
men were sent to lie in ambush, that they might, in con- 
venient time, set fire to the city. (See Masius.) But this 
is so directly contraryto God's command, to take all the 
people of war with him, ver. 1. and to what is said ver. 3. 11. 
that I cannot think it to be true. One had better say, this 
party was added to strengthen the thirty thousand men in 
their undertaking. 

Ver. 13. And when they had set the people, even all the 
host that was on the north of the city, and their liersin 
wait on the west side of the city.] That is, when things were 
thus disposed about the evening. 

Joshua went that night into the midst of the valley.] To 
pray to God,* it is likely, for a blessing upon their enterprise. 

Ver. 14. And it came to pass, when the king ofAisaw it.] 
That is, was informed of their investing the city on the 
north side of it ; which, it is likely, was in the evening, or 
late that night. 

That they hasted.] He called a council, and they speedily 
resolved to dislodge the Israelites. 

And rose np early, and the men of the city went out 
against Israel to battle, he and all his people.] The meaning 
is, all that could fight went out, and their king at the head 
of them. 

At a time appointed.] They had agreed all to issue out 
at several gates (it is likely) at a certain hour. 

Before the plain.] He means, perhaps, the valley which 
lay between Ai and the camp of Israel ; before which they 
drew up their army to engage the Israelites. 

But he wist not that there were Hers in ambush against 
him behind the city.] The king had no intelligence of that 
strong party, which Joshua had sent to lie behind the city ; 
they keeping, I suppose, their gates shut, (as they did at 
Jericho, that none could get in or go out, vi. 1.) and sus- 
pecting no danger from the western coast where they lay, 
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but only from the east, whence they knew the Israelites 
were to march. 

Ver. 15. And Joshua, and all Israel, made as if they were 
beaten before them.'] At the first onset, Joshua himself 
turned his hack, and all the rest of his army; as if they 
durst not stand before them. 

. And fled by the way of the wilderness.'] Which lay be- 
tween Jericho and Ai. 

. Ver. 1G. And all the people that were in At.] Who were 
able to fight. 

Were called together to pursue them.] I suppose some of 
the men of war might be left in the city till they saw the 
Israelites fly, and then they were all called out (as ver. 14. 
is to be understood) together with those of Beth-el, who 
were come to their assistance ; being near neighbours, and 
both under the same king. 

And they pursued after Joshua, and were drawn away 
from the city.] They were so eager in their pursuit, that 
they were drawn to a greater distance from Ai than they 
would have been, it they had considered the danger of 
leaving it naked. 

Ver. 17. And there was not a man left in AL] None that 
were able to fight. 

Or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel.] For they of 
Beth-el, it appears by these words, were come to the as- 
sistance of Ai, before any of the army of Israel arrived: 
for afterward they could not, because the ambush lay be- 
jtween Beth-el and Ai, (ver. 9.) 

And they left the city open, and pursued after Israel.] 
There w T as not so much as a man left to guard the gates ; 
but all were engaged in the pursuit. 

Ver. 18. And the Lord said unto Joshua.] God secretly 
suggested to him, that now was the time for the ambush to 
fall upon the city ; when their army was drawn so far from 
it, that they could not return soon enough to relieve it. 

Stretch out the spear that is in thy hand towards Ai,] 
He bids him face about (as we now speak) and stop the 
flight of the Israelites* It is much disputed what the He- 
brew word chidon signifies ; which the Vulgar Latin trans- 
lates a shield. But Bochartus hath taken a great deal of 
pains to shew, that it every where signifies in Scripture a 
spear (as we translate it), or a * lance s or some kind of 
such-like offensive weapon; especially in this place, he 
thinks, there can be no doubt of it: for it was a weapon 
he had in his hand, and was to stretch forth towards the 
city ; that it might be a signal to those in ambush to rise 
and enter the city ; and to those who fled to make a stand, 
and encounter the enemy. To which purpose, nothing 
could be more proper than a spear, with a flag, it is highly 
probable, at the end of it (like to our ensigns), which made 
it more visible. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 8. 
p. 135, &c.) The LXX. here translate it yaiaov, which 
Suidas says signifies a kind of weapon, olov Soparoc, like to 
a spear. ' See the same most learned author, in his Canaan, 
lib. i. cap. 42. p. 744. 

For I will give it into thy hand.] As he promised, ver. 1. 

And Joshua stretched out the spear that he had in his 
hand towards the city.] That all Israel might sec it; as 
they did the rod of Moses, when they fought against 
Amalek. 

.Ver. 19. And the ambush rose quickly out of their place.] 
Being admonished by some Divine suggestion (as Masius 
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thinks) as well as by the signal, that now was the time to 
execute their design. 

And they came as soon as he h id stretched out his hand.] 
Which they might sec from some of the hills, at the back 
of which they lay. But why they should watch for this 
sign, or understand what it meant, unless Joshua had re- 
ceived this order, and told it them before they went, cannot 
bo conceived. 

And they entered into tlie city, and took it.] For there 
was nobody to oppose them. 

Andhasted and set the city on fire.] In one place ; which, 
it is likely, was on the north side of the city; that both the 
Israelites and the people of Ai might see the smoke. This 
the Lord had strictly commanded, (see ver. 8.) which made 
them make such haste, as soon as they had possessed 
themselves of the city, to set fire to it. 

Ver. 20. Andtvhen the men ofAi looked behind them.] 
I suppose there was a great shout made by all the Israelites, 
when they saw tbesmoke ascend ; which made the men of 
Ai look about them. 

They saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city ascended up 
to heaven.] The firing of any out*houses, or barns, was suf- 
ficient to make such a smoke ; for it is certain the city was 
not yet burnt. (See ver. 28.) 

And they had no power to flee this way or that way.] 
Either they were so dismayed, that they stood stock-still (as 
we speak), or found themselves so environed, that they 
could no way escape. For on the north and east sides, 
the great army came upon them ; and on the west the am- 
bush issued forth against them ; and the other five thou- 
sand men blocked up their way on the south : which could 
not but very much amaze and perplex their minds; and 
the more, to see all their vain-glorious hopes vanished, 
which their king no doubt had entertained, of stopping the 
progress of the Israelites, and being the deliverer of his 
country. 

And the people that fled to the wilderness turned back upon 
the pursuers.] Ver. 15. They counterfeited a flight no longer, 
but now boldly looked their enemies in the face. 

Ver. 21. And when Joshua and all Israel saiv.] By this 
it is plain the whole body of the men were here; and not 
only three thousand of them, as some suppose. (See 
ver. 12.) 

That the ambush had taken the city, and that the smoke 
of the city ascended.] Whereby they understood it was taken. 

Then they turned again, and slew the men ofAi.] After 
they had made a stand awhile, and rallied, they fell upon 
the men ofAi, and made a great slaughter of them. 

Ver. 22. And the other issued out of the city against them ; 
so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this side and 
some on that side; and they smote them, so that they let none 
of them remain or escape.] By this stratagem they were all 
entirely cut off. 

Ver. 23. And the king ofAi they took alive, and brought 
him to Joshua.] Perhaps they were ordered so to do, that 
he might be jnade a public spectacle of the Divine ven- 
geance. 

Ver. 24. And it came to pass, when Israel had made an 
end of slaying all the inhabitants of Ai.] That is, the men 
of war. 

In the field, in the wilderness wherein they chased them.] 
By this it appears, that they fled before the Israelites as 
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soon as they turned upon them, having no heart to fight 
them, (ver. 20.) 

And when they were all fallen by the edge of the sivord 
until they were consumed.] This is repeated to express a 
complete victory. 

That all the Israelites returned.unto Ai.] From whence 
they counterfeited a flight. 

And smote it tvith the edge of the sivord.] All the people that 
were left in it, as every one was that was not able to go to w r ar. 

Ver. 25. And so itivas, that all that fell that day, both of 
men and women, were twelve thousand.] By which it ap- 
pears this was no great city ; and that they who were sent 
to view the country had reason to think a small party suf- 
ficient to subdue it, (vii. 2, 3.) For the men of Beth-el seem 
to be included also in this number, being mixed with those 
of Ai, from whom the Israelites could not distinguish them. 

Even all the men ofAL] The inhabitants of the city (as 
it follows in the next verse) and the territory about it, great 
and small, men and women. 

Ver. 26. And Joshua drew not his liand back, wherewith 
he stretched out the spear, until he had utterly destroyed all 
the inhabitants of Ai.] But kept his arm extended with the 
spear in it, as Moses's rod was lifted up during the fight with 
Amalek. Or, the meaning maybe, that he himself charged 
them, and continued to fight as long as there was a man left. 

Ver. 27. Only the cattle, and the spoil of the city.] i, e. 
Their silver and gold, and household-stuff, &c. 

Israel took for a prey unto themselves according unto the 
word of the Lord, &c] Who was so far from reserving any 
of these things to himself, that he made an express grant 
of them to the Israelites, (ver. 2.) 

Ver. 28. And Joshua burnt AL] After they had gotten 
all the spoil of it, which had been lost if it had been burnt 
before by the Hers in ambush. (See ver. 8. 19.) 

And made it a heap, even a desolation, unto this day.] 
Laid it waste, so that it was known only by its ruins for a 
long time after, as it was at the time when this was written. 
(Sec ver. 11. 26.) - 

Ver. 29. And the king ofAi he hanged on a tree.] Being 
the head of a very wicked people, who was fit to be made a 
public spectacle of God's displeasure. Lipsius, in his book 
dc Crucc, lib. i. cap. 11. produces this as an ancient in- 
stance of crucifying notorious malefactors. But that is a 
great mistake, crucifixion being no Jewish, but a Roman 
punishment. Nor were crucified persons hanged and stran- 
gled, as the king of Ai and Haman were, but fastened alive 
to a cross, with nails struck into their hands and feet. Tho 
LXX. indeed here expound it, he teas hanged, bn %vkov Si- 
Sifiov, wherein they seem to have respect to the figure of the 
cross; but there is no such thing in the Hebrew. (Sec 
Numb. xxv. 4.) 

Until the even-tide; and as soon as the sun went doivn, 
Joshua commanded that they should take his carcass down 
from the tree.] For so God had commanded, Dcut. xxi.22, 
23. (See there.) 

And cast it at the entering of the gate of the city.] Where 
he was wont to sit in judgment ; and, in all probability, had 
exercised a great deal of injustice and cruelty. 

And raised thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth 
unto this day.] As they did upon Achan, vii. 2G. and for 
the same end, to be a monument of his being hanged near 
to this place. 

VOL. II. -1 , 
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Ver. 30. Tfien Joshua built an altar unto the Lord God 
of Israel in Mount Ebal.] If this mount lay between Ai and 
Beth-cl (as GcrardusMercator endeavours to prove bymany 
arguments), then this altar, we may well think, was built 
immediately after the taking of Ai, as soon as they came 
into possession of this mount : for they looked upon them- 
selves, no doubt, as obliged to fulfil the command of God, 
given them by Moses, as soon as it was possible. But the 
Scripture plainly describes this Mount Ebal as near She- 
chem, for there was only a valley between Ebal and Ge- 
rizim, from whence Jotham spake to the men of Shechem, 
(Judg. ix. 7.) which was a great way distant from Ai. And 
therefore we must suppose that which is here related not 
to have been done till they had the country about She- 
chem, 

Ver. 31. As Moses, the servant of the Lord, commanded 
the children ofJsrael.] Deut. xi. 29, 30. xxvii. 2, &c. Sec 
in those places. 

As it is written in the book of the law of Moses, An altar of 
whole stones, over which no man hath lift up any iron.] The 
altar was built according to the direction given by God in a 
foregoing law of his, Exod. xx. 25. and repeated in Deut. 
xxvii. 5, 6. (See there.) 

And they offered thereon btirnt-offerings unto the Lord, 
and sacrificed peace-offerings.] For now they renewed their 
covenant with God the third time, as I observed upon that 
chapter in Deuteronomy, ver. 10. 

Ver. 32. And he wrote there, upon the stones, a copy of the 
law of Moses, ivhich he wrote in the presence of the children 
of Israel.] It is a great question what it was he wrote upon 
these stones. Some fancy all the five books of Moses; 
others only the book of Deuteronomy; which is more likely 
than the other ; but too long for these stones to contain, or 
for him to write, in the presence of all Israel. Others, there- 
fore, think only the ten commandmentsy or a compendium 
of the law of Moses; or, perhaps, the blessings and curs- 
ings: but Fortunatus Scacchus, with some probability, 
conjectures, that he only wrote the words of the covenant, 
by which the children of Israel acknowledged they held the 
land of Canaan of God, as their great Lord; upon condi- 
tion they observed his laws, to which they and their poste- 
rity were obliged. And this he principally grounds upon 
those words, (Deut. xxvii. 3.) Thou shalt write upon them 
all the words of this laiv. Where the Hebrew word hazoth 
(this) he thinks hath a particular respect to what he is 
speaking of; viz. their going over Jordan to possess the 
land which God gave them, upon condition they observed 
his statutes. (See Sacror. Eleeochrysm. Myrothec. lib. ii. 
cap.' 57. p. 570, &c. and my notes upon Deuteronomy, 
xxvii. 3.) 

Ver. 33. And all Israel, and their elders, and officers, and 
their judges, stood on this side of the ark, and on that side.] 
With their faces towards the ark. 

Before the priests the Levites, which bare the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord.] Who were to pronounce the bless- 
ings and the cursings prescribed by the law. (Sec Deut. 
xxvii. 24.) 

As well the stranger as he that was born among them.] 
For the law made no distinction between them, (Levit. 
xix. 34.) 

Half of them over against Mount Gerizim, and half of 
them over against Mount Ebal, as Moses, the servant of the 
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Lord, had commanded Before.] In Deut. xxvii. 12, 13. (See 
there.) 

That they should bless the people of Israel.] There were 
cursings, as well as blessings pronounced: but the intent 
of cursing was, that they might avoid thoso sins ngainst 
which they were denounced ; and thereby obtain a blessing. 

Ver. 34. And afterward he read all the words of the law, 
the blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written 
in the book of the law.] viz. InDeut. xxvii. ver. 15 — 17, 
&c. The word afterward is not to be neglected, Svhich im- 
ports, that after the building of the altar, and the offering 
sacrifices thereon, and writing the law on the stones, and 
disposing the peoplo in their place about the ark, then he 
read the law to them. Which was likely to be heard with 
the greater attention, when they were thus prepared to re- 
ceive it, and had solemnly worshipped God, and owned his 
authority. 

Ver. 35. Tliere was not a word of all that Moses com- 
manded which Joshua did not read before all the congrega- 
tion of Israel.] viz. All that Moses directed in Deut. xxvii. 
or, as others will have it, the whole book of Deuteronomy, 
wherein these blessings and cursings are contained. (See 
Deut. xxxi. 13.) 

JVith the women, and the little ones, and the strangers 
that were conversant among them.] By the strangers here 
mentioned^ (and in ver. 33.) are to be understood such as 
were proselytes to their religion: and had undertaken to 
observe this law, as well as themselves; and therefore 
were to be made acquainted with it. And that they might 
be moved to have the greater regard to it, Joshua himself, 
their chief governor, read it to them. So some of the Jews 
understand it; after the priests had read the blessings and 
cursings, then Joshua read all the commanding and for- 
bidding precepts in the law. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. I. ^jLND it came to pass, when all the kings which 
were ow this side Jordan, in the hills, and ifi the valleys, 
and in all the coasts of the great sea.] By the great sea, 
is meant the Mediterranean ; where those people, pecu- 
liarly called Canaanites, dwelt, as hath been observed. 
And the Amorites seem to have been the principal inha- 
bitants of the hilly country, in the south of Judea. (See 
on Dent. i. 7. 19, 20.) 

Over against Lebanon.] The LXX and the : Vulgar un- 
derstand this, as if he spake of those that dwelt near 
Lebanon. 

The Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Periz- 
zite, the Hivite, and the Jebnsitc] Thus they are reckoned 
up in Deut. xx. 17. where the Girgashites are omitted, as 
they are here. * (See an account of it in my notes upon 
that place : and on chap. xvi. of this book, ver. 10.) ' 

Heard thereof] Of the taking of Jericho and Ai : for 
what is said, in the words immediately foregoing, concern- 
ing the Israelites meeting at Mount Ebal, is not inserted 
as a thing wherein these nations were concerned. 

Ver. 2. That they gathered themselves together, to fight 
with' Joshua and ivith Israel.] They entered into a con- 
federacy to oppose Joshua's farther progress in the con- 
quest of their country. But they did not gather themselves 

to battle, till they heard what Gibeon "had doilc. 
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With one accord.] The whole country were unanimous 
in that resolution: and thereupon* rejected the summons 
which Joshua had sent them to surrender themselves and 
their cities to him. • •• i \ 

Ver. 3. And when the inhabitants ofGibeon.] Or, But 
when, &c. Gibeon w T as a city in the mountainous country ; 
for we read afterward of a high place at Gibeon. 

Heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and to Ai.] 
They being Hivites (ver. 7.) had at the first rejected the 
offers of peace which Joshua sent them, as the rest of 
their nation (ver. 1.) had done. But hearing that Joshua 
had taken Jericho and Ai, and destroyed all their inha- 
bitants, they repented of that resolution ; and consulted 
how they might, by some means or other, make their peace 
with the Israelites; * 

Ver. 4. And they did workwilily.] It being too late to 
surrender their city to Joshua Upon such terms, as he is 
supposed to have offered (for there was no mercy to be 
shewn them, after they had stood out against the three 
proclamations, which the Jews say were made to them), 
they contrived how to put a fallacy upon the Israelites, 
and by craft and cunning procure their favour. (See my 
annotations on Deut. xx. 10/11.) 

And went.] They chose some from among them, who 
went in the name of the rest, towards the camp of Israel. 
. And made as if they had been ambassadors,] Pretending 
that they w r ere sent upon an embassy to them, from a far 
country; as they affirmed, ver. G. * ' 

And took old sacks upon their asses*] Wherein was their 
provision. 

And wine-bottles, old, and rent, and bound up.] "Where* 
they wore rent. 

Ver. 5. And old shoes clouted 'upon their feet.] As if they 
had been worn out, and patched up, with long travel. 

And old garments upon them; and alt the bread of their 
provision was dry and mouldy.] It is observed by Anus 
Montanus, that nothing is said of the decay of their wine: 
which they pretended, it is likely, to have drank all up, in 
so long a journey. For it was not so easy to procure sour 
wine'as mouldy bread. 

- Ver. 6. And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, 
and said unto him, and to the men of Israel.] They ad- 
dressed themselves to him, as the head of the people; and 
he had his council about him: who, in all probability, are 
here called the men of Israel. Though some conceive, that 
they had laid* hold of every ono they met withal, and be- 
seeched them to admit them to their friendship. 

We are come from afar country.] To sue to you for your 
friendship. 

Now therefore make ye a league with us.] As they might 
do with those that accepted the offers of peace, which they 
sent them, (Deut. xx. 11.) and therefore much more with 
those who came to seek to be at peacewith them : and were 
not inhabitants of the land of Canaan, but came from a far. 
country ; which they gave as a reason, why they should make 
a league with them. And, 1 indeed, they had been to blame, 
if they had denied their petition : as the'Romans were, who, 
when they were grown great, refused to receive a remotd 
nation into their protection (asAppian tells us), who by 
their ambassadors ^submitted themselves to their power j 
because they did not see they were likely to get any thing 
by them. Which Bodinus (in his book against Malestret- 
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tus de Caritate Rerum) censures as a base action, and in- 
jurious to Almighty God. " As if (saith he) the majesty of 
ruling and administering justice, especiallyto miserable and 
ill-instructed people, Avere not the greatest gift of God; and 
the highest honour of which a man is capable in this world." 

Ver. 7. And the men of Israel said.'] This shews that the 
men of Israel beforemcntioned, were not ordinary persons, 
but such as had authority to treat with ambassadors. 

Unto the Hivites.] Unto those who came from Gibeon, 
who were really Hivites, as is expressly, said, xi. 19. 

Peradventure you dwell among ns.] Are some of the peo- 
ple of this land; which are commanded to rout out. 

And how shall ice make a league with you?] Then it is ut- 
terly unlawful for us to do what you desire: for God hath 
often forbidden it. (Exod. xxiii. 32, 33. xxxiv. 12 — 16. 
•Deut. vii.2, 3, &c. and other places.) 

Ver. 8. And they said unto Joshua.] With 'whom alone 
they had a desire to tr6at. 

We are thy servants.] This doth not signify that they 
were ready to yield themselves to be tributaries to the 
Israelites, or accept of any terms that should be imposed 
on them : but are only expressions of great humility and ci- 
vility; acknowledging the Israelites to be superior in power 
and strength, and therefore desiring their protection in their 
Jibercies. Thus Abraham addressed himself to the travel- 
lers, whom ho entertained as greater persons than himself, 
-(Gen. xviii. 3, 4.) And Jacob calls himself and his house- 
hold the servants of Esau, (Gen. xxx. 20.) And thus Ba- 
tricides understood their language here ; who says the king 
of Gibeon wrote a letter to Joshua, wherein he desired se- 
curity from him ; and presented him with great gifts, as 
Hottinger observes in his Smegma Orientale, cap. 8. 
p. 507. -..-■- 

And Joshua said unto them, Who are ye ? and from 
whence come ye?] They being backward to name the coun- 
try from whence they were sent ; it begat a reasonable sus- 
picion in Joshua, that they were some of the people of 
Canaan. 

Ver. 9. And they said nnto him, From a very far country 
thy servants are come.] They still avoid giving a particular 
•account of their country, but answer-in general terms; in 
which commonly lies deceit. 

Becauseofthenameofthe Lord thy God.] To divert him 
from pressing them to give a more satisfactory answer, 
they pretend religion had invited them to take this long 
journey: which they knew would procure them a favour- 
able audience. 

For we have heard of the fame of him, &c] Of his mira- 
culous works, particularly those which he did to deliver 
them from the Egyptian slavery; which, as it is, evident, 
were come to their knowledge: so it is very reasonable to 
believe such wonderful things were the motives that made 
them seek for the Israelites' friendship; they being wrought 
upon, as Rahab was, to embrace their religion.' 

Ver. 10. And all that he did to the two kings of the Amor- 
ites that tvere beyond Jordan, to Sihon king of Heslibon, 
and to Og king of Bashan, which was at Ashtaroth.] They 
say not a word of the drying up of Jordan, and of the tak- 
ing of Jericho and Ai: but prudently conceal their know- 
ledge of those things, because they would have it supposed 
the tidings of those wonders could not yet be arrived at a 
country so far off, as .they- pretended theirs to be. 
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Ver. 11. Wherefore our elders.] The principal persons in 
their country: who were the rulers and governors of it. 

And all the inhabitants of our country.] With the unani- 
mous consent of all the people. 

Spake to us, saying, Take victuals ivith yon for the jour- 
ney.] Made choice of us for this embassy ; and ordered 
us to provide ourselves with necessaries for so long a 
journey. 

And go to meet them.] To prevent the Israelites from 
entertaining any hostile intentions against them. 

And say unto them, We are your servants : therefore now 
make ye a league with us.] The Samaritan Chronicle saith, 
they had orders to tell Joshua that they would embrace 
the Jewish religion; and refuse nothing, great or small, 
that he should desire of them. J And, indeed, "one would 
think, by what they said before, that they had a sense of 
the God of Israel, as superior to all other gods : and con- 
sequently, were disposed to become worshippers of him, 
,For which reason he was pleased to dispose things so, 
that, by their wiles, they should compass their end, and be 
entertained into the friendship of the Israelites. 

Ver. 12. This our bread we took hot for our provision 
out of our houses.'] When it was newly come out of the 
oven. 

On the day we came forth to go unto you ; but now, be- 
hold, it is dry, audit is mouldy^] This they say to demon- 
strate that they came from a country far distant from Ca- 
naan. Which, though it was not true, yet there are those 
(particularly Puffendorf) who think it was riot culpable, 
nor properly a lie; being a device to save their lives. 
For who will reprehend a person (saith he)/ who by a fic- 
tion preserves himself from being killed by an enemy? 
especially in such a case as this, wherein the Israelites 
suffered no damage by their craft? for what loss doth he 
sustain who is hindered from shedding another man's 
blood, but hath it in his power to despoil him of all he 
hath, and bring him into perpetual servitude, so disarmed 
and weakened that he can never rise up against him ? Thus 
he. Which is a doctrine that ought not to be allowed. 

Ver. 13; And these bottles of wine which we filled were 
new; and, behold, they be rent : and these garments and our 
shoes are become old by reason of the very long journey.] 
They use thus many words, to divert him from making any 
farther inquiry, what the name of their country was (lest 
some among the Israelites, who had many strangers in 
their camp, should have been able to disprove them), and 
mention only the long time they had spent in their journey, 
that he might be moved to be kind unto those who had 
taken so much pains to beg the favour of the Israelites. 

Ver. 14. And the men.] That is, the persons mentioned 
ver. 7. who were the ol apx° VT ^ (as the LXX. here say), 
the princes or rulers of Israel. 

• Took of their victuals.] Not to eat them, but to inspect 
and examine them, whether their provision was so Wry -and 
mouldy as they pretended. For the word we translate 
victuals, is the very same with that we before translate 
provision, (vcri 5.) Which shews he doth not speak of 
victuals now prepared, but which they brought along with 
*thcm. Some, indeed, think the meaning is, that they en- 
tered into a league with the Gibeonites; by tasting their 
victual*. But as this must suppose that they had made a 
feast for the entertainment of these* princes, and invited 
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them to it (which is altogether unlikely), so the making a 
league with them follows after this, in the next verse, and 
therefore was not made by taking of their victuals. 

And asked not coiutsel of the mouth of the Lord.'] These 
words may seem to favour the sense now mentioned ; that 
by eating with them (which was a token of friendship) they 
had performed part of the ceremony which belonged to the 
making of leagues, without consulting the Divine Majesty 
about it, but hastily believing an improbable story. (See 
Gen. xxvi. 30, 31. xxxi. 44, 45.) But the meaning of these 
words may be no more than this ; that they depended 
wholly upon their own judgment, and that founded on such 
slight examination of the truth, as only taking their victuals 
into their hands, and inspecting them, when God was near 
at hand to give them advice if they would have consulted 
him; and, it is probable, would have allowed them to 
make a league with the Gibeonites on such conditions as 
he directed. 

Ver. 15. And Joshua made peace with them.] Following 
the opinion of the princes; who took them to be what 
they pretended. 

And made a league tvith them, to let them live.'] Not 
merely to spare their lives (which, supposing them to be- 
long to a far country, they had no warrant to take away), 
but to let them continue in the enjoyment of all they had. 
For to live, in Scripture, signifies to be happy; and there- 
fore he promised not to hurt, but to protect them in their 
rights and liberties. 

And the princes of the congregation sware vnto them.] 
Ratified the league by a solemn oath: the violation of 
which, in future times, was severely punished, (2 Sam. 
xxii. G.) 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass, at the end of three days 
after they had made a league tvith them, that they heard t 
tltat they were their neighbours, and that they dwelt among 
them.] Speedy news being sent by the pretended ambassa- 
dors to Gibeon of their good success (as we may well 
think), there were great rejoicings made there, as Arius 
Montanus supposes. The report of which came to the 
Israelites three days after the league was concluded. 

Ver. 17. And the children of Israel journeyed.] Not the 
whole body of the people, but a party was sent to under- 
stand the truth. ' , 

And came unto their cities on the third day.] On the third 
day after they began their inarch thither. 

Now their cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Bee- 
roth, and Kirjath-jearim.] The capital city was Gibeon, 
(called a royal city, x. 2.) upon which the other three were 
dependents. The three first of which fell afterward to the 
tribe of Benjamin, (xviii. 25, 26.) as the last was in the 
tribe of Judah, (xv. GO.) 

. Ver. 18. And the children of Israel smote them not.] 
Though they were not such as they supposed, but Canaan- 
ites, ^ho were under the curse of God ; yet they did not 
destroy them, for the reason following. 

Because the princes of the congregation had sworn unto 
.them by the Lord God of Israel.] Some think their oath 
'did not bind them, because it was made upon a false sup- 
position, that the Gibeonites were no part of the seven na- 
tions of Canaan. But if this were true, as it is not, (see 
Grotius, de Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. ii. cap. 13. sect. 4.) the 
princes judged right, that it had been very scandalous, and 



would have highly dishonoured the name of God, by whom 
they had sworn, if they had broken their oath. By the 
keeping of which, the reverence which the Gibeonites had 
already to the Divine Majesty was very much increased ; 
whereas it had been vile in all people's eyes, if the Israel- 
ites had not expressed this great regard unto it. 

And all the congregation murmured against the princes.] 
Or, But all the congregation murtnured, &c. because they 
were hereby deprived of the spoil of those cities. 

Ver<19. But all the princes said unto all the congregation.] 
Their unanimity in this opinion was of great moment to 
quiet the people's discontent. 

We have sworn unto them by the Lord God of Israel.] 
Especially since they had engaged themselves, by a solemn 
oath, to their great and glorious Lord, who fought for them, 
and gave them all their victories, (ver. 13, 14.) For so the 
Targuril here expounds these words, We have sworn by the 
Word of the Lord God of Israel. 

Now, therefore, we vxaxj not touch them.] That is, do them 
any hurt; which we cannot do without breaking our oath, 
and forfeiting his favour. 

, Ver. 20. Tins we will do unto them, we will even let them 
live.] As they had covenanted, ver. 15. 

Ijest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we sware 
unto them.] Lest God be very angry with us for breaking 
our oath. Which Joshua, as St. Ambrose observes, reli- 
giously observed, " Ne, dum alienam perfidiam arguit, 
suam fidem solveret," that he might not be guilty of so 
shameful a thing as to break his faith, whilst he reproved 
their perfidiousness. (Lib. iii. de Officiis, cap. 10.) 

Ver. 21. And the princes said unto them.] But they added 
this. 

Let them live.] Though we let them live, because we 
must be as good as our word, which is the meaning of the 
last words of this verse (which must be joined with these), 
as the princes had promised them. 

But let them be hewers of wood, and drawers of water.] 
Yet they shall not be equal to us in all privileges, but we 
.will make them in some sort serviceable to tis ; in such 
employments as will save us a great deal of labour. 

Unto all the congregation.] They were not to be hewers 
of wood, and drawers of water, for every private person, 
but for the benefit of the whole congregation of Israel, who 
were bound to find wood and water for the service of God 
at thetabernacle. Which burden it was now resolved 
should be laid upon the Gibeonites; and thereby the chil- 
dren of Israel eased of it, ver. 23. where they are said to 
be made hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house 
of the Lord. This was no breach of their oath, for they 
did not make them absolutely slaves, but only a sacred 
kind of servants (as Josephus calls them), being employed 
about the house of God, which, was in itself honourable, 
and not base and contemptible. Some think they weie 
afterward called Nethinhn, which signifies persons given 
to God for his service ; of whom we read in 1 Chron. ix. 2. 
Ezra viii. 20. and other places. 

Ver. 22. And Joshua called for them.] For the ambassa- 
dors, with whom he had made a league. 

And he spake unto them, saying, Wherefore have ye be- 
guiled us, &c] Imposed upon our belief by a false story. 

Ver. 23. Now therefore ye are cursed.] Notwithstanding 
our oath, you must not quite escape that curse of God 
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which hath long lain upon all the people of Canaan, part 
of which you are. For a servile state of any sort, to which 
they were reduced, was no small punishment (called here 
a curse), and so much the more grievous, because it was 
to be perpetual. 

And there shall none of you be freed from being bondmen.'] 
None of them were to continue freemen, but have a servi- 
tude imposed upon them : not, indeed, such an one as made 
them entire slaves, but only condemned them to the labori- 
ous employment which here follows. 

And hewers of wood, and drawers of water, for the house 
of my God.] This is the limitation of their servitude; which 
did not extend to all things, but only to these and such-like 
(it is probable) ; to hew stones, for instance, for the repara- 
tion of the temple after it was built, and to carry them to 
those who were employed in that work. Grotius hath well 
expressed their condition, " Addicti sunt personali cuidam 
servituti," they were addicted to certain personal servitude; 
whereas, if they had dealt plainly and openly with the 
Israelites, they might have been admitted only to pay a 
certain tribute, (Lib, ii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 13, 
sect. 4. n. 3.) 

Ver. 24. And they answered Joshua, and said, Because it 
was certainly told thy servants, how that the Lord thy God 
commanded his servant Moses to give you all the land, and 
to destroy all its inhabitants, therefore we were sore afraid 
of our lives because of you, and have done this thing.] They 
first give an answer unto Joshua's demand, Wherefore 
have ye beguiled us? "Which" was done to save themselves, 
if they could, by any shift, from that destruction which 
they believed God had decreed against all the inhabitants 
of their land ; and they did not know how to evade it; but 
by this artifice ; which, since it arose from some degree of 
faith, God suffered to take effect, that they might remain 
for ever among the Israelites, as an unquestionable witness 
of their miraculous conquest of the land of Canaan, ■ 
.' Ver. 25. And now, behold, we are in thy hand: as it 
seemeth good and right unto thee to do unto us, do.] Here 
they humbly submit to the doom he hadpassed upon them, 
or to any other imposition he should think fit to load them 
withal, 

Ver. 2G. And so he did unto them, and delivered them 
out of the hand of the children of Israel, that they slew them 
not.] But Joshua would take no farther advantage of their 
submission, but contented himself with this burden alone ; 
which, by a public decree, he laid upon them. It appears 
by this, that some gentiles had more goodness in them than 
many of the children of Israel ; who would have destroyed 
these well-disposed people (if Joshua had not hindered) 
who were better believers, being struck with a greater fear 
-of God's thrcatcnings than themselves. 

Ver. 27. And Joshua made them that day hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water.] He passed this sentence into a law ; 
that, from henceforth, they should be subject to this ser- 
vitude; in which they served God faithfully even to the 
times of Nehcmiah: who tells us great numbers of the 
Nethinims (who many great men make no doubt were of 
the posterity of these Gibconites) returned from Babylon 
to rebuild Jerusalem and the temple, (Nehem. vii. 46, 
&C.73.) 

For the congregation, and for the altar of the Lord, even 
unto (his day.] They served the congregation (who other- 



wise must themselves have done it) by serving the altar 
with wood and with water. Which, that they might do 
regularly, it is probable, they were dispersed throughout 
all the coasts of Israel, where the priests and Levites 
were settled, and came and served with them in their 
courses, and (as Conradus Pellicanus thinks) were main- 
tained out of the public stock, and the profits of -the altar. 
For they did not keep possession of their cities, but sur- 
rendered them to the tribe of Benjamin and Judah, to 
whose lot they fell; as we read in the following part of 
this book. ; . x 

Concerning these words, unto this day, see iv. 9. 

At the place which he shotdd choose.] Which was now at 
Gilgal ; afterward at Shiloh ; and some time in Gibeon it 
fell ; which was a city given to the priests; (Josh. xxi. 17.) 
and, as Maimonides saith (in his treatise of the Building of 
the Temple), after Shiloh was destroyed, the tabernacle 
was placed in Nob, and then in Gibeon: in which two 
places it continued fifty and seven years, 

CHAP, X. 

Ver, 1, 1\ OW it came to -pass, when Adonizedek king of 
Jerusalem,] Who seems to have been the most potent 
prince in Canaan, and carried in his name aa honourable 
title, which had been anciently given to the kings of this 
place ; who had been famous for doing justice. For, it is 
probable, that ever since Melchizedeck, who was king of 
Salem (the same with Jerusalem), and truly king of right- 
eousness, as his name signified; they affected- this title, 
though they did not always answer their character: for this 
•Adonizedek (whose name imports the law of righteousness) 
had none of the virtues that were in Melchizedeck. 

King of Jerusalem.] It is probably thought that this city 
held .the name of Salem, which it had in Abraham's time, 
till the Israelites came into the land of Canaan ; and then 
they called it Jerusalem, when they first took possession of 
it. Which they did not so fully, but that still the Jebusites 
dwelt there with the children of Benjamin, (see Judg. i. 8. 
21.) who were so weak, that the Jebusites, in time, reco- 
vered it wholly to themselves, and expelled the Benja- 
mites; see Judg. xix. 10. where it is called Jebus, though 
the other name is also acknowledged ; because the Israel- 
ites called it Jerusalem, while the Jebusites, having pre- 
vailed, called it Jebus. 

Heard how Joshud had taken Ai-] By which means the 
Israelites were come nearer to him, than when they took 
Jericho. . , 

And had utterly destroyed it, (as he had done to Jericho 
and her king, so hehad done to At a?id her king.)] And there- 
fore it highly concerned him to provide, the best he could, 
for his own safety. 

And how the iiihabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel.] Especially, since one of the prime cities of the coun- 
try had submitted to the Israelites. 

And were among them.] Joined in society with them, or 
come as we now speak) into their interest. 

Ver. 2. Then they feared greatly.] All his people thought 
themselves in great danger ; they as well as their king hav- 
ingheard of the terrible execution Joshua had made at Je- 
richo and AU 
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Because Gibeon was a great city.} Having others de- 
pending on it. 

As one of the royal cities.] Tho Vulgar Latin takes no 
notice of the particle caph (as), but saith it was a royal 
city. And, indeed, that particle doth not always denote 
likeness, but only tho truth of tho thing spoken of; as in 
Hosca iv* 4. and many other places of the New Testament, 
as well as tho Old, (John i. 14. Phil. ii. 7.) But I think here 
it should bo expressed, as we do in our translation; be- 
cause Gibeon was not a royal city, that is, had no king in 
it that we read of; but was, notwithstanding, equal to those 
cities that had kings, being governed by elders, (ix. 11.) 
who were persons of very great authority. 
And because it teas greater than Ai.] More populous. 
And all tlie men thereof were mighty.'] The inhabitants 
wero esteemed men of great valour; which made their re- 
volt to the Israelites the more considerable. 
1 Ver. 3. Wherefore AdonizedeJc king of Jerusalem sent 
unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar- 
muth, and unto Japhia king ofLachish, and unto Debir king 
ofEglon, saying.] All these- cities afterward belonged to 
the tribe of Judah; as appears from the following part of 
this book. 

Ver. 4. Come unto me, and help me.] He was the most 
active in the war, and seems -to have been of greatest 
power; calling the other kings only as auxiliaries to him. 

That we may smite Gibeon.] He thought to discourage 
others from yielding, by making this city an example of 
4heir vengeance. 

' - For it hath made peace unto Joshua, and with the children 
-of Israel.] Forsaken theinterest of their country, and gone 
over to our enemies. 

Ver. 5. Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king 
of Jerusalem, &c] It is certain that Hebron belonged to 
the Hittites ; as Jerusalem did to the Jebusites.. But the 
.Amorites being the most powerful people in Canaan, (as 
appears from Gen. xv. 16.) had, it seems, brought them 
under their power, and set kings of their own nation over 
'them. Whence it is, that the Gibeonites, who were ori- 
ginally Hivites, (ix. 17.) are said to be of the remnant of 
-the Amorites, (2 Sam. xxi.2.) because they were fallen un- 
-der their power, when Joshua conquered (heir country. 

Gathered themselves together.] Had a general meeting, 
and sent out a summons to all their people, who were fit 
-for war, to rendezvous (as we speak) at the place they 
appointed. 

' And went up.] Though they lived in the high country, 
^ -yet Jerusalem was still higher; where they seem to have 
all met, according to Adonizedek's desire, ver. 4., 
' " They and all their hosts, and encamped before Gibeon.] 
-Laid siege to it. 

* And made war against it.] Began to assault it.- - . 
Ver. G. And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the 

-camp to Gilgal.] Or, Itad sent, as soon as they heard of 

their march towards them. 

Saying, Slack not thy hand from thy servants.] They 

doubted not of his succour, because they were his servants 

who had put themselves under his protection; but begged 
•ft might be speedy, for. fear they should be overpowered by 

such numerous forces as were coming against them. 

* Come tip quickly, and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites, that dwell in the mountains, are ga- 



thered together against us.] They, did not hope to bo pre- 
served without his help ; nor unless it arrived quickly. 

Ver. 7. So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he, and all the 
people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valour.'] 
These last words are the explication of the former, as if he 
had said, All the people of war, even all the mighty men of 
valour. For it is not likely he took along with him all the. 
fighting men (some of which were necessary to guard tho 
oamp at Gilgal), but only the choicest of them ; on whose 
valour ho could most rely, and who could march most 
swiftly to the relief of their confederates. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord said unto Joshua.] Before he stirred 
a foot, he consulted the Divine Majesty about this expedi- 
tion; who encouraged him to undertake it. 

Fear them not : for I have delivered them into thine hand; 
there shall not a man of them stand before thee.] He pro- 
mised him an entire victory ; which emboldened him to fall 
upon thein undauntedly. 

Ver. 9. Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, and 
went upfront Gilgal all night.] Accordingly, Joshua made 
all the haste he could towards them, marching all night, 
that he might surprise them in their quarters (as I suppose 
he did) before they could draw out their army against him. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord* discomfited them before Israel.] 
The suddenness of the attack, no doubt, put them into great 
confusion. And besides, God struck a terror into them, 
which made them seek for safety by flight, rather than 
fighting. 

And slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon.] Near 
to the city, as the particle beth signifies in many places ; 
particularly in the second chapter of this book, w r here Ra- 
hab's house is said to be upon the wall (we translate it, 
near or adjoining to the wall), and v. 13. where Joshua is 
said to be Bejericho, near to that city, for he was not in it 
when the Captain of the Lord's host appeared to him. (See 
Bochart's Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50.) 

And chased them along the way that goeth tip to Beth* 
horon.] To the place which was called by this name, when 
this book was written ; for there was no such placo now; 
it being built after they were settled in Canaan by Sherah, 
daughter or grand-daughter of Ephraim; as we read in 
1 Chron. vii. 24. 

And smote them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.] Two 
cities afterward in the tribe of Judah, (xv. 35. 41.) For, in 
the great confusion wherein they were, by the hailstones 
falling upon them (as it here follows), they fled backward 
and forward, as we speak, sometimes this way, sometimes 
the quite contrary (for Beth-horon lay northerly, and these 
other towns in the south), according as the hailstones, by 
the shifting of the wind, flew in. their faces. 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, as they fled from before 
Israel, and were in the going down to Beth-horon.] Which 
was seated on the side of a hill ; and seems to have taken 
its name from this wonderful storm here mentioned : for 
Beth-horon signifies as much, as the house or place of 
fury or anger. ^ . • . 

That the Lord cast dmvn great stones from heaven upon 
them.] The LXX. call them \'&qvc xak&Znto hailstones of 
a vast bigness; , which some think w f ere accompanied with 
thunder and lightning. And thus the ancient heathen say, 
that Hercules was assisted in his war against Albion, &c. 
(See Vossius, lib. i. de Orig. et Progressu Idolol. cap. 26.) 
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And that raining of stones is not a fable, hut a real truth, 
see him also, lib. Hi. cap. 12. Plutarch also, in the life of 
Timoleon, relates how a terrible storm, in the face of the 
Carthaginian army, -gave him a great victory over them, 
with a very few forces which he had to encounter them. 
They that desire to see more to this purpose may look into 
Huetius's Quacstiones Alnetanae, lib. ii. cap. 12. sect. 12. 

Unto Azekah.] This storm meeting them at Beth-horon 
drove them back to Azekah, as I observed on the fore- 
going verse. 

And they died.'] They* upon whom the hailstones fell 
were killed by them. 

They were more that died with the hailstones than they 
whom the children of Israel slew with the sword.] For they 
could not flee from the stones which came from heaven, 
as they did from the sword of Israel. 

Ver. 12. TJien spake Joshua unto the Lord.] This song, 
as the Hebrews call it, (see Masius.) 

In the day when the Lord delivered up the Amorites be- 
fore the children of Israel] It is not certain at what time 
of the day he spake what follows. Many think, when the 
sun was declining; others, rather in the morning. For he 
marched all night to surprise them, and in all probability 
fell upon them by break of day; and having routed and 
chased them for some hours, and killed great numbers of 
them, and seen others fall by the hailstones, concluded he 
should destroy them all, if he had but time enough before 
night came to favour their escape. Which made him pray 
that he might have light to continue his pursuit, and gain 
a complete victory over them. 

And he said, in the sight of Israel.] It is a frivolous ob- 
servation of Maimonides, that, because it is not said in the 
sight of all Israel (before >vhom Moses did his miracles), 
Joshua was inferior to him, even when God wrought this 
stupendous miracle at his request: for all Israel did not 
hear him speak these words, but only some few; as many, 
perhaps, as were with Elijah at Mount Carmel, when ho 
brought fire down from heaven to consume his sacrifice. 
But there is no question that Israel signifies all the army; 
who heard, or were told what he said. 

Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon.] Ho desired it might 
stand immoveable, in that part of the heavens where he 
saw it now shining upon Gibeon, 

- And thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon.] There were 
more Ajalon's than one; and it is not certain which it is he 
means: but it is most likely that in the tribe of Dan, (xix. 
42. Judg. i.35.) which was farthest from Gibeon; for we 
must suppose these two places to have been at some dis- 
tance, otherwise Joshua could not have seen the sun and 
the moon both appear at the same time; as it is probable 
they were both now in his eye, when he spake these words. 
It is not fit to enter into such questions as these; in what 
sign the sun now was, and whether the moon was in her 
increase or decrease, &c. They that can make, and are 
disposed to suchinquiries, may consult Bonfrerius. 

Ver. 13. And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed.] 
Thus Callimachus represents the sun as stopping the wheels 
of his chariot, to behold a chorus of nymphs ; which so 
highly pleased him, that it made him prolong the day (ver, 
181, 182. of his hymn to Diana): 

"HXfle Trap* *H&«>c koKov x°p K ° v > "^" &«rrai • 
Atypov c7T«TTfjaac, ta ll tj>ata fir\K\>vovT<u 



Where Ezek. Spanhemius excellently notes, that what the 
poets only fancied might be, was really done in the days of 
Joshua; and wishes Grotius had not followed some of the 
Jews, who make this only a poetical phrase to express a 
long summer's day : for the prophet Habakkuk represents 
it otherwise, and so do many of the Talmudic doctors. 
They that can consult Huetius also, in his Alnetanae Quaes- 
tiones, (lib. ii. cap. 12. sect. 27.) will find enough to shame 
those who disbelieve this history: when they read a great 
number of stories. among the heathen, which shew they 
thought it within the power of their gods to do such things. 
And, among other memorable things, he doth not forget 
the ancient tradition of the Egyptians, related by Hero- 
dotus, (in his .Euterpe, cap. 142.) concerning the stupen- 
dous alteration of the course of the sun. And our* Dr. 
Jackson hath observed, that the heathen people of those 
times did note this miraculous event, and deliver the tradi- 
tion of it to their posterity; who, as men are wont to do^ 
endeavour to assign some cause of it. And the poets in 
ages following ascribe it (with some additions) unto that 
unnatural murder which Atreus committed : at wbich the 
heavens blushed, and the sun stood still. For this bloody 
fact, if Statius mistake not, was in the time of the Theban 
war; and that is placed, by good chronologers, about thd 
time of Joshua's conquest of Canaan. (See booki. upon 
the Creed, chap. 15.) But in this he was deceived, for 
Atreus lived in the days of the Judges." 
. Until the people had avenged themselves upon their ene~ 
mies.] Till they had gained a complete victory, and utterly 
destroyed their enemies, ; i 

Is not this written in the booh of Jasher?] The Targum 
expounds it, m the book of the law : as if the meaning was, 
that there God had foretold what wonders he would do' for 
his people. But from the marginal translation (which is, 
the book of the upright, or of righteous men) others take it 
for a book where was recorded the wonderful things done 
by or for the Teligious heroes. And there are some proba- 
ble arguments that it was written in verse, to fix these 
things in the memory of the people. Grotius is of this opi- 
nion: for we find mention of it no where else, but only in 
2 Sam. i. IS. and there it is mentioned upon account of a 
song made upon the death of Saul and Jonathan by king 
David, who caused it to be recorded in this book. Which 
was not accounted sacred (being written by several hands 
and in several ages), and so not preserved with such careas 
this and the other canonical books were. As fofflieir opi- 
nion who think this book contained the ancient annals of 
the Jews more largely than they are recorded in this and 
the following books, it hath no ground at all; but is in- 
vented merely to frame an argument from thence, that 
Joshua was not the author of this book ; but that it Avas col- 
lected in aftertimes, out of this great Chronicle, by somebody 
who made an abridgment of it/ But Du Pin hath well ob- 
served, that it is not said here the wars of Joshua were : Te- 
lated in the book of Jasher ; but only that mention is made 
therein of the miracle by which the moon stood still. 
i So thesun stood kill.] There is no more mention of the 
moon; for it was the light of the sun that made the day. 
. In the midst of heaven.'] This doth not necessarily isig-' 
nify that it stood still precisely in the meridian point; but 
that it appeared visibly to every body, fixed in* the same 
place where it was, when. Joshua spake tho -foregoing 
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words, to which ho was moved, no doubt, by a Divine 
inspiration. 

And hastened not to go down about a tvfiole day.'] It may 
be simply translated, a whole day: the particle caph, as I 
observed before, signifying oftentimes nothing of simili- 
tude, but the very thing itself. Therefore I look upon Mai- 
monides's explication as ungrounded; who by kajom 
thamim (as a whole day) understands only as the longest 
day in summer, (More Nevochim, par. xi. cap. 35.) Which 
was a poor business, it being now summer-time, when this 
rniracle was wrought: and, as Lyra thinks, in the month 
of June. 

Ver. 14. And there was no day like that before it, or after 
it, that the Lord hearkened to the voice of a man.] That is, 
did at his desire (or rather command) such a stupendous 
tiling as this. Whereby he gave an evident demonstration, 
that -he who did such wonders in Egypt, and at the Red 
Sea, and the river Jordan, had an absolute power not only 
over the elements (as wc call them) and all inferior crea- 
tures, but over the heavenly bodies, the sun, moon, and 
stars, whom the heathen worshipped. They have strange 
love to cavilling, who would hence have it thought this 
book was not written by Joshua : when, if he wrote it in 
his old age, there were many days passed since this pro- 
digy, as Huetius well observes in his Demonstr. Evang. 
p. 186. See various opinions about the length of this day in 
Sixtinus Amama's Antibarbarus Biblicus, lib. iii. p. 381,&c. 

For the Lord fought for Israel.] By throwing stones from 
heaven upon their enemies; and giving the Israelites 
strength to pursue them ; and stopping the sun's course, 
that they might not want light for their pursuit; and pre- 
serving them from the stones which fell upon their enemies, 
•and not upon them, though mingled with them in the fight. 
t Ver. 15. And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, 
unto the camp to GilgalJ] The LXX. in the common copies 
wholly omit this verse ; because Joshua did not return to 
Gilgal, till he had done what follows : and then he speaks 
of his return, in the same words and syllables, ver, 43. but 
it is in the edition of Hcrvasius, 1540. as my most learned 
friend Dr. Alix informs me; and the meaning of it here, 
therefore, is no more than this; that he was about to re- 
turn, till he heard where the five kings were; and that many 
of the enemies were still remaining. 

Ver. 16. But these five kings.] Mentioned ver. 3. , 

Fled.] Escaped the sword of the Israelites by flight; be- 
ing provided, perhaps, with swift beasts for that purpose; 
and taking some by-ways, separate from their scattered 
forces, so that the hailstones did not fall upon them. 
- And hid themselves in a cave.] Which they knew to have 
secret lurking-places .in it ; where they could not be easily 
discovered. 

At Makkedah.] In the confines of that city. Which not 
being yet taken, Joshua could not command great stones 
to be -rolled upou the mouth of the cave, if it had been in 
the city itself. 

Ver, 17. And it was told Joshua, saying, Tltat the five 
kings were hid in a cave at Makkedah.] It is likely Joshua 
had givea a particular charge about them; and they made 
no inquiry what was become of them, till it was discovered, 
that they were in this place. 

Ver. 18. And Joshua said, Roll great stones upon the 
mouth of the cave.] To hinder their coming out. 
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And set men by it for to keep them.] He ordered a guard 
also, to see that none removed 'he stones. 

Ver. ID. And stay you not, but pursue after your enemies.] 
They that brought this intelligence, were, it is likely, some 
officers in the army; whom he would not have to stop their 
pursuit of the scattered Canaanites, by looking after these 
kings; but leave it to others to take care to keep them safe 
shut up in the cave. 

And smite the hindermost of them.] He means all that 
they could overtake in their flight. 

Suffer them not to enter into their cities.] And hinder the 
rest from retreating into their own cities ; by which means 
they would not remain in. a body together; but dispersed 
here and there, where they could save themselves. 

For the Lord your God hath delivered them into your 
hand.] Given you an opportunity to complete their de- 
struction. 

Ver. 20. And it came to pass, when Joshua and the chil- 
dren of Israel.] i. e. The children of Israel, by the com- 
mand and direction of Joshua, who sent out strong parties 
to pursue them; but he himself seems to have gone to lay 
siege to Makkedah. 

Had made an end of slaying them with a very great 
slaughter, till they were consumed^] Till there was none of 
them to be seen in a body together. 

That the rest which remained of them entered into fenced 
cities.] Those few that escaped got into such fortified cities 
as they could reach. 

. Ver. 21. And all the people.] Who had been sent out, 
and engaged in pursuit of the enemy. 

Returned to the camp to Joshua at Makkedah.] Where, 
no doubt, he had ordered a general rendezvous, as we 
now speak, of the whole army that had been employed in 
this war. 

In peace.] The LXX. translate it vy«7c, sound and safe ; 
and the Vulgar, f sani et intcgro numero ;" sound and with- 
out the loss of a man. Which is to be understood of that 
detachment sent to pursue them, (ver. 19.) who came all ' 
safe to the camp, and not a man of them lost, or so much 
as wounded. 

None moved his tongue against any of the children of 
Israel.] There was not so much as a dog that barked at 
them. For that word dog is to be supplied (as Bochartus 
thinks) according to what we read, Exod. xi. 7. (See Hic- 
rozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 55.) It is an expression 
of tho great tranquillity wherein they were, and of an en- 
tire victory, there being not so much as a dog left to dis- 
turb them. 

Ver. 22. TJien said Joshua, Open the mouth of the cave, 
and bring out those five kings unto me out of the cave.] 
The wisdom of Joshua is here observed by Arius Monta- 
nus, who would not do this execution till all the people 
were returned to the camp to be witnesses of it. And he 
might have added, that he executed them before he as- 
saulted Makkedah, that the inhabitants of that city might 
see there was no hope of any succour from those kings 
who had been very powerful. 

Ver. 23. And they did so, and brought forth those' five 
kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, &c] They are named in the same order as 
in ver. 3. according to their rank and quality; for next to 
the king of Jerusalem, who was the chief, the king of He- 
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brpn seems to have been of greatest note; and so of the 
rest. The same Montanus thinks it probable, that as they, 
brought them forth and set thein before Joshua, they said/ 
This is the king of Jerusalem ; and then, This is the king 
of Hebron, &c. 

Ver. 24. And it came to pass, token they brought out those 
'kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel.'] 
That is, all the men of war. 

And said unto the captains of the men of war which were 
with him.'] That is, the great officers of the army. 

Come near, put your feet upon the necks of these kings.] 
Who lay bound, I suppose, prostrate upon the ground. 

And they cams near, and put their feet upon the necks of 
them.] Not out of insolence and pride ; but in token that 
these kings and their countries were brought in absolute 
subjection to them; and that God had fulfilled his promise, 
(Dcut. xxxiii. vlt.) 

Ver. 25. And Joshua said, Fear not, nor be dismayed; be 
strong, and of good courage.] The same that Moses had 
said to them all long ago, Deut. i. 21. 29. and God had 
lately said to Joshua, i. 6, 7. 9. and might be said with 
greater reason now, when they saw their greatest enemies 
lie prostrate under their feet. 

For thus shall the Lord do to all your enemies against 
whom you fight.] To all the inhabitants of Canaan. 

Ver. 26. And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew 
them.] After they had trampled upon them he ordered them 
to be killed. 

And hanged them on five trees.] As a mark of infamy, 
whereby a terror was struck into all others. 

And they were hanging on the trees till the evening.] Ex- 
posed to this contempt all that long day; which God made 
on purpose that they might do all the great things beforemen- 
tioned, and what follows, before the night came upon them. 
Then their bodies were taken down, not in honour to them, 
but in honour to tho land of Israel, where God now dwelt. 
So Aben Ezra. 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass, at the time of the going 
down of the sun, that Joshua commanded, and they took them 
down off the trees, and cast them into the cave wherein they 
liadbeen hid, &c] Ho had given this order as soon as they 
were hanged, according to the law of Moses, by which ho 
acted before at Ai, (viii. 29.) And with their bodies he cast 
all the instruments of their punishment (the trees, and 
whatsoever fastened them unto them) into the cave, as Mai- 
monides saith, and the Samaritan Chronicle here particu- 
larly observes. 

Ver. 28. And that day Joshua took Atakkedah.] The 
same day the king of it was hanged; and it seems to be 
probable it was on that long day (as 1 said before) which 
God made that they might complete their conquest of these 
kings; and when they had done, take this city also. Our 
great primate of Ireland indeed, by that day, understands 
the same day that he set down before tho city; which he 
thinks was some time after what is before related. 

And smote it with the edge of the sword, and the king 
tliereofhe utterly destroyed.] He was slain among the rest, * 
and not taken alive as* the king of Ai was. 

litem, and all the souls that were therein.] All the fight 
ing men, together with the women and children ;* because 
they had refused the offers of peace, sent them from Joshua, 
before he invaded their land. 
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- He let none remain.] But saved the cattle, which they 
took, with their goods, for a prey. 

And he did to the king ofMakkedah as he did to the king 
of Jericho.] What he did to the king of Jericho is not re- 
corded ; but by what is said of other kings, it is probable 
that he hanged him up after he was found dead. 

Ver. 29. Then Joshua passed from Makkedah.].This only 
signifies what was their next expedition; for it is likely 
they refreshed themselves awhile before they left this 
place. 

All Israel with him.] All that he brought along with him, 
to the relief of Gibeon. (See ver. 7.) 

Unto Libnah.] A city which fell to the share of the tribe, 
of Judah, in the division of the land, (xv. 42.) and was one 
of the cities given to the priests, (xxi. 13. 1 Chron. vi. 57.) 

Andfoirght against Libnah.] Laid siege to it, and planted- 
their batteries against it. 

Ver. 30. And the Lord delivered it also, and the king 
thereof, into the hand of Israel.'} They made an easy con- 
quest of it, because God gave it up into their hand. 

And he smote it tvith the edge of the sword, and all the 
souls that were therein, &.c] The same words whereby the 
destruction of Makkcdah is described, ver. 28. For both v 
these cities favoured the five kings beforementioned, and 
therefore (as Conradus Pellicanus thinks) were destroyed 
utterly, not only by the command of God, but by the right 
of war. But the command of God was the only ground, 
as it is expressed, ver. 40. 

Ver. 31. And Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel 
with Mm, unto Lachish.] Another city which fell to the tribe, 
of Judah, (xv. 39.) and was not far from Libnah. 

And encamped against it, and fought against it.] This, it 
seems, was a stronger city than either of the former; for 
there is no mention of an encampment against them before 
they began their assault. 

Ver. 32. And the Lord delivered Lachish into the hand of 
Israel.] He doth not add, and the king thereof as he doth 
of Makkedah and Libnah, (ver. 28. 30.) because he was 
one of tho five kings which he had lately hanged, and they 
had not, it is likely, set a new one on his throne, (ver, 23.) 

Which took it on the second day.} After they began the 
siege; or, the second day after the taking of Makkcdah 
and Libnah. The former is most likely, because their 
encampment against it signifies they spent some time 
before it. 

And smote it with the edge of the sword, &c] These 
words, and the following, are the very same with what ho 
said before of the two forcnamed cities; only he doth not 
add, he let none remain, which is to be supposed, 

Ver. 33. Then Horam king of Gezer came tip to help 
Lachish.] This was a city afterward in the tribe of Ephraim, 
(xvi. 10.) belonging to the Lcvitcs, (xxi. 21.) and not far 
from Gibeon, as may be guessed from 1 Chron. xiv. 16. 

And Joshua smote him and his people, until he had left him 
none remaining.] If ho destroyed his city at this time, he 
returned to Lachish. And it is probable, he sent forth a 
detachment to fight Horam and his army; who having 
routed them, destroyed also their city, and then went on 
with the siege of Lachish. 

Ver. 34. And from Lachish. Joshua passed unto Eglon.] 
Which also belonged afterward to Judah, (xv. 39.) and 
seems to have been as considerable as Lachish; for it 
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follows, that they encamped against it, and fought against 
it, as they had done against the other. Their king ivas one 
Of the five who were killed and hanged before, (ver. 23.) 

Ver. 35. And they took it on that day.] The same day 
they set down before it; fomone came to their relief, as 
Horam did to help Laehish, which may be one reason that 
City was not taken till the second day, (ver. 32.) 

And smote it with the edge of the sword, &c] The same 
lie had said of the forcnaracd cities; only he saith, he utterly 
destroyed all that were therein on the same day, which is 
the same with those words, he let nohe remain. 

Ver. 3G. And Joshua went upfront Eglon, and all Israel 
tvith him, nrito Hebron; and they fonght against it.] This 
tva's also a city of Judah,(as everyone knows, xv. 64.) and 
wa& seated in the mountainous country, as the former were 
in the plain, which is the reason he is said to go tip to it 
from Eglon. 

Ver. 37. And they took it, and smote it with the edge of 
the sword, and the king thereof] Their king was one of the 
five whom Joshua had lately killed and hanged. But, it 
seems, they had set up a new one, being a city of great 
note, which had other cities depending on it, as it follows 
in the next words. 

And all the cities thereof] It was not only one of the 
royal cities, which had other cities subject to it (as Gibeon 
had, which was a kind of royal city), but of very great 
power. For these words import, as if there were many 
cities under its jurisdiction. 

"• And all the souls that were therein : he left hone remaining, 
&c.] In this cdnquest, Caleb was very instrumental, ^and 
signalized himself (as we now speak) by driving out the 
three sons of Anak (xy. 13, 14.) who Were slain there, 
(Judg. i. 10.) Thus wo must understand this history; or 
else say, as some do, either that Joshua only to6k the city 
and destroyed it, but could not take the citadel, or strong 
fort, on the top oif the mountain, (which doth not seem to 
Tie exactly true, for we read in the hextchapter, ver. 21, 22. 
that lie cut off the Anakinis from the mountains, &c.) or 
that, after he had destroyed it, as is hero related, the Ahak- 
iras came from Gaza, and other cities of the Philistines, 
whither they now fled, ttnd peopled it again, but were ex- 
pelled again by Caleb, as some Understand xiv. 12. (See 
Judg. i. 10.) 

Ver. 38. AndJoshiia returned, and all Israel with him, 
toDebir, and fonght against it.] He had not been there 
heforc, but having gone as far south and west as he thought 
fit, (even as far as Gaza, which was in the western coast, 
Ver. 41.) he turned his course towards the camp at Gilgal, 
which was now north-east from him, and in his way thither 
look I)ehir, which also was a city of Judah, (xv. 49.) and 
one of the cities of the priests, (xxi. 15. 1 Chrou. vi. 58.) 
called also Kiriath-Scpher, and Kiriath-Sanna. 

Ver. 3J>. And he took it, and the king thereof, and all the 
cities thereof &c] It was a great city (we may gather from 
hence, like to Hebron), in the conquest of which Othnicl 
the brother of Caleb did great service, and therefore it was 
'given 'to him, as we read, xv. 15 — 17. and Judg. i. 11. 

Ver. 40. So Joshuasmote all the country of the hills, and 
of the soutk, and of the vale, and of the springs, and all , 
their kiiigs.] He forbears to name all the cities he took, 
•and, in short, saith he subdued the whole country that lay 
♦south and west (as it is explained in the next verse), of- 



whatsoever Scjrt it was ; both the hilly And thd low country : 
for they that describe countries are wont to have respect 
to two things; the condition and quality of tho soil, and 
then the situation: the first of these he expresses in this 
verse, and the other in the next. For here he describes it 
as partly hilly and dry, and partly pldin and full of spHtigs. 

He left hone remaining, but utterly destroyed all that 
breatlted.] Which must be restrained to mankind; for they 
kept their cattle afc a prey to themselves. 

As the LorU God of Israel commanded.] This is added 
as a justification of the Israelites, from all imputation of 
cruelty or Severity ; fbr they only executed a Divine sen'- 
tencc against this people for their abominable wickedness, 
(Lev. xviii. 24, 25, &e.) wherewith the Israelites would 
have been in danger to be infected, if they had not been 
extirpated, 

Ver. 41. And Joshua smote them from Kadesh-barnea.] 
Which was in thd south of Canaan, as appears from 
fc umb. xxxiv. 4. and chap. xv. of this book, ver. 3. where- 
it is mentioned as belonging to the tribe of Judah. 

Even wito Gaza.] A city of the Philistines, in the west 
part of Canaan, towards the south. 

And all the country of Goshen.] There was a city in the 
tribe of Judah of this name, which lay in the mountains, 
as Hebron did, in the southern part of the country, (xv.ol.) 
From "which city, the region thereabouts was called the 
country 'of Goshen: which had excellent pasture-ground 
in it, and was well watered (like that country in Egypt of 
the same name), and thence was called Goshen, as Con- 
radus Pellicanus ebnjectures; because the Hebrew word 
geshem signifies large showers, which make the earth 
fruitful. 

Even unto Gibeon.] Which wus in the more northerly 
part of the country. And therefore, as before he gave an 
account of his conquest from the south to the west; so 
here of his conquest from the south to the north. 

Ver. 42. All these kings, and their land, did Joshua take 
at one time.'] In one expedition. 

Because the Lord God of Israel fought for Isi-ael.] Which 
made their conquest easy and speedy. The Targnm hath 
it, The Lord God of Israel, by his Word, fought for Israel. 
That is, by him who appeared to Joshua as the captain of 
the Lord's host, ver. 13, 14. 

Ver. 43. And Joshua returned, and Israel with him, iinto 
the tamp to Gilgal.] To refresh themselves with the com- 
pany of their wives tmd children ; and to make those who 
were left to defend them partakers of their booty; but 
especially to return solemn thanks to God for their victories 
at his house, which was now settled at Gilgal. 

Our great primate of Ireland thinks, that this war with 
the five kings, that came against Gibeon, &e. concluded 
this famous year. In the first part of which Moses took 
the kingdoms of Sihon and Og on the other side .lordan ; 
and in the latter part of it Joshua conquered a great part 
of the land of Canaan; and in the middle of it the fnanna 
ceased, and they ate of the fruit of the country. So that 
in the autumn of this year they began to sow, and conse- 
quently, from this time, thoy began to number their sab- 
batical years. (See him in his Annals, A. M. 2554.) But 
another great man (Dr. Alix) admonishes me, that this is 
against i the opinion of the ancient Jews, who supposo 
that the first year of the semitah was the fourteenth after 
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their entrance into Canaan: for the land must have^been 
divided before it was cultivated ; and so the sabbath of 
the land must be se\en years after the division. 
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Ver. 1. jnLNDit came to pass, that when Jabin king of 
Hazor.] This city was the metropolis of the northerly part 
of Canaan, (ver. 10.) and fell to the share of the tribe of 
Naphtali in the division of the land, (xix. 36.) Jabin was 
the name of the king of the Canaanites in this part of the 
country in future times, and reigned in this very city, 
(Judg. iv.2.) 

Heard of these things.] Of the conquest Joshua had 
made of so many kings, and their kingdoms, in the south 
and the west part of the land. 

That he sent to Jobab king ofMadgn.] This is the namq 
of a place we read of no where else, but was subject, no 
doubt, unto Hazor, as the rest were. 

And to the king of Shimron.] A place afterward in the 
tribe of Zebulun, near to the countryof Naphtali, (xix. 15.) 

And to the king ofAchshaph.] In the tribe of Asher, (xix. 
25.) These two last places Arius Montanus thinks were 
more remote from Hazor than Madon,and lay towards the 
south near Mount Tabor, being the only southern people 
that remained after the five kings were destroyed. But 
towards the north, and the east, and the west, there .were 
many still left, whom Jabin now gathered together. 

Ver. 2. And to the kings that were in the north of the 
mountains.'] Or, mountainous country, near Lebanon; for 
that was in the north part of Canaan. 

And in the plains south of dnneroth.] In the flat country, 
which lay south of the lake called afterward Gennesaret, 
now Cinncroth. (Sec Numb, xxxiv. 11.) 

And in the valley.] Some conjecture he means that plea- 
sant valley between Mount Hennon and Mount Gilboa, 
called the valley of Jezreel. 

• And the borders of Dor.] A city, with a qountry belong- 
ing to it, in the tribe of Manasseh, (xvii. 11.) 

On the west.] Upon the midland sea. Where Josephus 
mentions (in his second book against Appion) a city called 
Dora, near Mount Camel. (See Bochartus in his Canaan, 
lib. i. cap. 41. p. 752.) 

Ver. 3. And to the Canaanite.] The people .peculiarly 
so called. 

On the east, and on tlie west.] It hath been noted before, 
that some of this people lived in the cast near Jordan; and 
other of them in the west, near. the midland sea. (See 
Numb, xiii. 29.) 

And to theAmorite, and the Hittite, and. the Perizzite.] 
There were other .Amorites scattered up and down the 
country, besides those who were subject to. the five kings 
mentioned in the foregoing chapter, ver. 5. who were all 
now assembled together by Jabin, with the rest of the 
Hittites and Perizzites (who were in several parts of the 
country), that they might make as powerful an army as 
could be raised. 

And the Jebusite, in the mountains.] About Jerusalem, 
where they kept a strong hold till the time of David; as 
the "Perizzites lived in other mountainous and woody 
countries, as Bochartus observes. 
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And to the Hivite under Hermon.] This was a mountain 
in the north-east part of the country, where some Hivites 
were settled, as others were about Gibeon. That Hermon 
AyaS easterly, appears from Psal. lxxxix. 12. whence it is 
that the Hivites are called Kadmonites, that is, easterlivgs, 
(Gen. xv. 19.) as Bochart hath observed in hisPhaleg. lib. 
iv. cap. 36. and in his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 19. '. 

In the land ofMizpeh.] There were several cities of this 
name; one in the tribe of Judah, (xv. 38.) another belongr 
jng to Benjamin, (xviii. 26.) and two more beyond Jordan 
in the land of Gilead; one in the tribe of Gad, the other 
in the tribe of Manasseh, or very near it; which gave 
name to the country about it, and seems to be here in- 
tended. ' • 

Ver. 4. And they went out.] The kings of all .these people. 

Tliey and oil their hosts with them, much people, eyen as 
the sand that is upon the seashore in multitude.] A vast 
army, which could not easily be numbered; or, which 
covered the place where they were encamped, as sand 
doth the sea-shore; so that nothing could be seen but 
armed men, ^horses, and -chariots, &c. It is a proverbial 
speech in .Scripture , for vast numbers of men, or great 
quantities of corn; or, exceeding much knowledge and 
wisdom, as every one knows. . - w - > ' 

With horses and chariots very many 7] This made them 
the more formidable, because the Israelites were all foot- 
men: who might easily be beaten by a strong body of 
horse; especially when they had chariots also, which 
carried men in them, (see upon Deut. xx. 1.) and they had 
great numbers also of them, as these words intimate. Jo- 
sephus makes their chariots alone to have been twenty 
thousand. The land of Canaan, indeed, did not breed 
horses (as I have often observed), but they might easily 
procure them out of Egypt, and they trusted much to this 
kind of forces, wherein the Egyptians excelled most peo- 
ple. (See Deut. xvii. 16.) 

Ver." 5. And when all these kings were met together.] In 
some place which the king of Hazor appointed for a 
general rendezvous. For though this multitude were of 
different nations, yet they all now combined against the 
Israelites. But it was a great providence of God, that as 
all this country was not united under one head, but divided 
into several petty kingdoms; so they did not all enter into 
a confederacy at the first against Joshua, but fought 
severally; only five of their kings joining together. Though 
now they seem to have seen their error; and therefore,, all 
that remained, joined, as one man, to oppose Joshua's 
further proceeding. 

Tliey came and pitched together at the waters of Merom, 
to fight against Israel.] They marched to these waters, and 
there formed a camp, to prepare, arid set themselves in 
order, to give Israel battle. These waters, all agree, were 
that lake which Josephus calls Sajua x<*>vfnSa, from the 
abundance of fishes that >vere in it: for Samachon, or 
Semechon, in the Arabic language, signifies a fish, (as 
Bochart observes in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. i. cap. 6.) 
and Joshua here calls the waters of Merom; that is, the 
upper waters; for this lake was near the fountain of Jor- 
dan, which ran 'through the lake of Tiberias, and fell into 
the lake Asphaltites, or the Dead Sea. With respect to 
which waters, these were called the upper, they being 
lower. And here they pitched rather than any other place, 
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being under the jurisdiction of Jabin, who had called them 
together: for Hazor, where he reigned, was situato upon 
this lake, as Josephus tells us, lib. v. Antiq. cap. G. 

Vcr. G. And (he Lord said unto Joshua.] Who went, it 
is probable, (as ho had done formerly, x. 8.) to consult the 
•Divine Majesty, how he should manage himself upon this 
great occasion. 

Be not afraid of them.] Some collect from hence (even 
Josephus himself) that Joshua was possessed with some 
fear, when he heard of such a numerous army, and so well 
appointed, coming against him. But I do not think it at all 
probable, that after so many late assurances and signal 
demonstrations, as God had given him of his presence 
with him in this war, he should be capable of this passion. 
(See the first chapter of this book, ver. 2, 3. G, 7. 9. iii. 7. 
9, 10. v. 13—15. x. 8.) Therefore these words were spoken 
to him, that he might animate the people, whose hearts 
were apt to fail them, when they saw such terrible ene- 
mies, f L 

For to-morrow, about this time.] It is not certain what 
this time was; but it is likely in the morning after he had 
marched all night, (as he did against the five kings, x. 9.) 
that he might fall upon them unexpectedly. 

J will deliver them up all slain before Israel.] Tho 
LXX. translate it TErpoTrwfiivovg, put to flight. Which 
-agrees < with what follows; for it is cortain they were not 
'all s/ain,'but many of them fled, and the Israelites pursued 
them: and therefore other copies of the LXX. have it 
TeTQwjihovg, wounded; so broken and shattered, that they 
were all in effect dead men. 

Thou shalt hough their horses.] Cut their hamstrings, and 
thereby render them unfit for future service. 
t And bum their chariots with fire.] That they might be no 
more used; no, not by the Israelites themselves. , 

• Ver. 7. And Joshua came, and all tlce people of war with 
him, against them, to the waters of Merom.] He did not 
wait for their motion; but attacked them as they lay in 
their quarters; for that is signified by the next word. 

Suddenly.'] Whenthey thought not of an enemy near 
them; but were consulting, perhaps, how to manage the 
war against the Israelites. 

And they fell upon them.] When they were unprovided 
to make such resistance as they would have done, if they 
had been ready to receive them. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord delivered them into the hand of 
Israel, who mxote them.] Routed and killed a great many 

• of them. 

And chased them to great Zidon.] This, it seems, was a 
large city, and of great note in these days (for there was 
no Zidon the less), built by the eldest son of Canaan (as 
Josephus thinks), from whom it had its name. (See Gen. 
x. 15.) It lay in the north-west part of Canaan, upon 
the. sea. . 

And unto Misreplwth-maim.] It is thought by some that 
this was a place where there were hot waters, which I shall 
not examine, but only note it is. a probable conjecture, 
from xiii. G. that it was a place in the country of Zidon 
where they made salt. 

t ' Unto the valley of Mizpeh eastivard.] See ver. 3. .This 
signifies, that,. in their confusion, some of them fled west- 

• ward to Zidon and Misrephoth-maiin, and others eastward 
towards' Mizpeh. 
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And they smote them, till they left them none remaining.] 
As they divided themselves, and fled several ways ; so did 
the Israelites send out several parties, both to the west and 
to tho cast, who pursued them so close, that they let not a 
man of them escape. 

Ver. 9. And Joshua did unto them as the Lord bade him : 
he houghed their horses, and burnt their chariots ivithftre.] 
We do not read, as Kimchi notes upon this place, of any 
horses or chariots which the five kings, mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter, brought into the field ; because they 
w r cnt only to besiege Gibeon, and hoped to take it pre- 
scntly by an assault, in which there was no use of horses 
and chariots; which they did not want, no more than these 
kings, who abounded in them, and placed their principal 
confidence in their horsemen and chariots. Which was 
the reason God commanded them to hough their horses; 
that is, to cut their nerves and sinews in their hams, which 
Josephus translates axpvvrovg Troiziv, to make them useless 
and unprofitable : for God would not have his people place 
their safety and security in this, but in himself alone, as 
good people always did, (Psal. xx. 7.) Accordingly, when 
David had conquered Hadedezar, and taken from him a 
great number of horses and chariots, he disabled all the 
horses, after this example of Joshua (as if God intended 
by him to teach all future rulers of his people what to do), 
reserving only as many as would servo for a hundred 
chariots, (2 Sam. viii. 4.) And Schickardus observes, out 
of the Jewish authors, that they were wont thus to enervate 
all the horses they found in the king's stables after his 
death, that they might not be of use to his successor. (See 
his Mischpat Hammelech, cap. 6. Theor. 19. and Bo- 
chart's Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 11.) 
« Ver. 10. And Joshua at that time.] Before ho thought of 
returning to his camp at Gilgal. 

Turned back.] From pursuing those that fled towards the 
^western coast. 

And took Razor.] Which was in tho eastern part of the 
country, upon the lake beforementioncd. 

And smote the king thereof with the sword.] This was one 
reason, it is likely, why he made haste to invest Hazor; 
becauso the king thcroof, who was tho chief author of this 
war, had escaped out of the battle/ and thought to defend 
himself there. 

For Hazor before-time was the head of all those kingdoms.] 
Not of all the kingdoms of Canaan; but of all those men- 
tioned in tho beginning of this chapter. Which was an- 
other reason why he fell upon it at this time; that by taking 
the most considerable city of this part of Canaan, all the 
rest might be disheartened to hold out against him. 

Ver. 11. And they smote all the sotds that were therein 
with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them; there 
was not any left to breathe.] See x. 40. 

And he burnt Hazor with fire.] Which the Canaanites 

afterward rebuilt, and possessed it for some time ; another 

king of the same name reigning in it, (Judg. iv. 2.) For the 

: kings of this city were called Jabin in many successions, 

;as the Egyptian kings were called Pharaoh, and the kings 

of tho Philistines Abimelcch, &c. 

,< Ver. 12. And the cities of those kings, and all the kings 
of them, did Joshua take.] viz. Those mentioned ver. 2, 3. 
whom Jabin drew into confederacy with him ; and perhaps 
were his dependents. 
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And smote them ivith the edge of the sivord; and he utterly 
destroyed them.'] That is, all their inhabitants. 

As Moses, the sewant of the Lord, commanded.'] Deut. 
vii. 2. and many other places. 

Ver. 13. But as for the cities that stood still in their 
strength.] The Hebrew words all thillam (which we trans- 
late in their strength) literally signify on their heap, as is 
noted in the margin of our Bibles ; that is, were seated in 
an eminent place, and therefore of greater strength than 
those that stood in the plain. Thus Bochart interprets it 
in his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 29. from whence ho thinks came 
the names of Thelasar, (2 Kings xix. 12.) and of Thelabib, 
(Ezek. iii. 15.) And thus I observe the prophet Jeremiah 
•speaks, xxx.18. Jerusalem shall be built on her oivn heap, 
or high hill. But the meaning may be, according to our 
translation, the cities whose walls were not battered down 
in the taking of them. * 

Israel burnt none of them.] Because. they intended to 
dwell in them ; and would not be at the charge and pains 
of building new walls for their safety. 

But Hazoronly ; that did Joshua burn.] Because it was 

the capital city, and began this "war against them ; which 

'being laid desolate by the Israelites, without inhabitant, 

.the Canaanites took their opportunity to rebuild it, and 

settle themselves there again. 

Ver. 14. And all the sjwil of these cities, and the cattle, 
the children oflwael took for a prey unto themselves.] As 
the Lord allowed them to do at Ai, (viii. 2.) 

But every man they smote with the edge of the sword, un- 
til they had destroyed them, &c] Because God had often 
commanded these nations should be rooted out for their 
• abominable Avickcdness; lest the Israelites should be drawn 
in to imitate them in their filthy lewdness, as I observed 
from Lev. xviii. 24— 2G, &c. See also xx. 22, 23, &c. 

Ver. 15. As the Lord' commanded Moses his servant.] 
See Exod. xxxiv. 11, 12, &c. 

So did Moses command Joshua.] See Numb. xxvi. 19. 
Deut. xxxi. 7. 

And so did Joshua : he left nothing undone of all that the 
Lord commanded Moses.] Which is'a demonstration that 
Moses left in writing what we read the Lord commanded 
in the foregoing books, and that they were not written (as 
some pretend) in later times : for then it would have been 
impossible for Joshua to have executed every thing that he 
commanded, unless he had had the book of the law before 
him for his direction. But so desirous arc some men to 
weaken the authority of these holy books, that from hence 
they argue this book of Joshua could not be written by 
himself, but some other; because he gives himself this 
high commendation. So the author of Theolog. Polit. who 
by the same reason might have rejected St. Paul's Epistles 
•as none of his, and Caesar's Commentaries ; for both of 
them relate their own virtues, and the noble things they did. 

Ver. 1G. And Joshua took all that , land.] Belonging to 
the kings beforementioncd. 

The hills, and all the south country, and all the land of 
Goslien, and the valley, and the plain.] This is a description 
of his whole conquest, as appears from x. 40. 

The mountain of Israel.] It is very uncertain what place 
this was; but many think it probable to be Beth-el : where 
.Gpdappcared to Jacob as he went to Padan-Aram, and 
promised to give him this land, (Gen. xxviii. 12, 13.) and 



where he dwelt, by God's direction, after he came from 
Padan-Aram, and God appeared again to him there, and 
made him the same promise, and changed his name from 
Jacob to Israel, (Gen. xxxv. 1. 9, 10, &c.) 

And the valley of the same.] Belonging to the same moun- 
tain. But Conradus Pellicanus thinks the singular num- 
ber is put for the plural, and thus explains the whole verse: 
The land of Israel was partly in the hill-country, partly in 
the south towards Egypt, partly in the plain near the great 
sea, and the sea of Sodom, and the spring of Jordan, near 
Tabor, in Galilee. And moreover, the mountains of Israel 
<were the two Carmels, Hermon, Gilead, Lcbanus, those 
about Jerusalem, and many other. 

Ver. 17. Even from the Mount Halak.] Or the stony 
mountain, as Bochart interprets it, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 5. 

TJiat goeth up to Mount Seir.] Which was the bounds of 
the country of Edom. 

Even unto Baal- Gad, in the valley of Lebanon, under 
Mount Hermon.] As in the foregoing words he expresses 
the bounds of Joshua's conquest southward ; so hither they 
reached northward. And this seems to be a description of 
the length of the country which he took from the king of 
Hazor, and all those that joined with him, as Archbishop 
Usher understands it. 

And all their kings he took, and smote them, and slew them.] 
So that none appeared to make head against him. 

Ver. 18. Joshua made war a long time with all those 
kings.] But those kings were so many, and made such great 
opposition, that he spent six years (as the forenamed great 
person computes) in this war before he could finish it. 

Ver. 19. There was not a city that made peace ivith the 
children of Israel.] This is the reason the war continued 
so long, because there was but one city that surrendered 
on such terms as had been ofFered them ; but all the rest 
obstinately refused to yield unto Joshua. 

Save only the Ilivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon.] See 
viii. 3. Who, if they had truly discovered who they were 
(which out of fear they concealed), and begged peace, they 
might have obtained it on such conditions as were pro- 
posed to all. 

Allother they took in battle.] By force of arms. 

Ver. 20. For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts , „ 
that they should come against Israel in battle.] Being a 
people obstinately wicked, God ordered thingfe so in his 
providence, t that they were emboldened (notwithstanding 
the wonders they had certainly heard were done for Israel) 
to fight with them. By which it appears the Gibeonites 
were a better sort of people, who considered what God 
had done in favour of the. Israelites. 

That he might destroy them utterly, and that they might 
have no favour.] Which they might have found, if they had 
not been so fool-hardy (as we speak) as to imagine they 
could withstand those before whom the river Jordan fled, 
and the walls of Jericho fell down flat. 

But that he might destroy them, as the Lord commanded 
Moses.] In many places, particularly in Deut. vii. 2. xx. 
1G, 17. 

Ver. 21. And at that time.] That is, in the war before- 
mentioned, and perhaps in the conclusion of it; after he 
had left none to oppose him in other places, but only in 
those mountainous countries which were of difficult acqess. 
- Came Joshua.] Either from the camp. at Gilgal, or from 
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'destroying the kings and their countries, of which he had 
been speaking in this chapter. 

And cut off the Anakims.] Who were a distinct people 
(Arins Montanus thinks) from the Canaanitcs; of a fierce, 
cruel, and tyrannical disposition, who oppressed all their 
neighbours. 

From the mountains.'] Where they had settled, and, it is 
likely, strongly fortified themselves : which moved Joshua 
to let them alone till he had finished .his other conqnests. 
Concerning these Anakims, see Numb. xiii. 22, 23. 

From Hebron.'] Called also Kiriath-Arba, the city of 
Arba, who was a great man among the Anakims. (See 
Bochartus, in his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 1. p. 3C3.) 

And Debir.] Called also Kiriath-Sepher,as I noted before. 

And Aiiah.] This, as well as the two forenamed cities, 
fell to the tribe of Judah, (xv. 50.) 

And from all the mountains of Judah.] All the mountain- 
ous country which afterward fell by lot to that tribe. 

And from all tlie mountains of Israel] All the mountain- 
ous country which was in the rest of the tribes of Israel, 
where these people, it'is likely, fled for safety. 

Joshua destroyed them utterly, with their cities.] 'Which it 
'seems they had in those mountainous countries of Israel; 
besides Hebron, Debir, and Anab, in the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 22. Tfiere were none of the Anakims left in the land 
of the children of Israel] He rooted them out of the whole 
country which the Israelites conquered. 

Only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remai?ted.] 
Three cities of the Philistines; unto which either some of 
them escaped, and there took shelter, or they had been there 
from ancient time, and the Israelites could not yet expel 
them. For they did not possess themselves of the country 
of the Philistines till the time of David; when we find some 
of these giants still there ; particularly in Gath. But, that 
there were any of them at Ascalon, the famous Bochart 
shews to be an error* in the place beforementioned, (lib. i. 
Canaan, cap. 1.) 

Ver 23. So Joshua took the whole land.] Which either the 
Canaanites or the Anakims possessed ; that is, subdued it 
so that none rose up against him, though many -places were 
not yet inthe possession of the Israelites. (See xiii. 1, 2, 
&c.) -For which were many reasons ; one of which was, be- 
cause the Israelites were not yet so many as to be able to 
people the whole country, and keep the beasts of the field 
from multiplying upon them: (Exod.xxiii. 29.) and two 
more reasons are added, Judg. iii. 1. 4. 

According to all that the Lord said tint o Moses.] Dcut. 
xxxi. 7~, 8. 

A7id Joshua gave it for an inlieritance unto Israel] Deut. 
Ki.28. 

According to their division by their tribes.] Numb. xxvi. 
53. xxxiii. 54. 

And the land rested from war.] None of the lords of the 
Philistines, or any other, adventured to give any disturb- 
ance to the Israelites in their possessions ; but they enjoyed 
them quietly: and thereby had liberty to make a division 
of the country; which God ordered them to go about, 
chap. xiii. 

Now began the seventh year from the time the Israelites 
first ploughed and sowed in the land : and therefore was the 
first sabbatical year that they observed after Joshua had 
•brought them totheir rest in the land of promise. * An em- 



blem (as our great primate of Ireland observes) of that 
eternal sabbatism, or rest, unto which the true Jesus will 
bring his people, (Heb. iv. 8, 9.) And from this they were 
to reckon unto their jubilee, mentioned Lev. xxv. 8. 13. But 
that was not from their entrance into Canaan, but from the 
seventh year after the division of the land, as I observe^ 
before upon the last verse of the tenth chapter. 



CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. jl\ OW these are the kings of the land, which the 
children of Israel smote, and possessed their land.] Before 
he gives an account of the division of the land, he thinks 
fit to lay before every one's eyes, as in a table, the land 
they had conquered; which was to bedivided. 

On the other side Jordan, towards the rising of the sun.] 
There they began their conquests, before they passed over 
Jordan. 

From the river Arnon, unto Mount Ilermon.] So the 
bounds of this conquest are described by Moses, Deut. 
iii. 8. iv. 48. (See there.) 

And all the plain on the east.] That is, on the east of 
Jordan, (see Deut.' i. 1.) called the plain of Moab, Deut. 
xxxiv* 1. 

Ver. 2. Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Hesh- 
bon.] He was the first king whose land they conquered 
and possessed. (See Numb, xxi.) 

And ruled from Aroer, which is upon the banks of the 
river Arnon.] See Numb. xxi. 24. 

And from the middle of the river.] In which stood the 
city called Aroer. For Ar never was in the hands of 
Sihon ; but his kingdom was bounded by it, on that side. 
(See Deut. ii. 3G. iii. 1G.) 

And from Juilf Gilead.] In the Hebrew, and Jialf of 
Gilead; there being nothing to- answer to the word from : 
which being left out, the sense is plain, that half of the 
country of Gilead belonged to Sihon, as the other half did 
to Og, (ver. 5.) 

To the river Jabbok, which is tlie border of the children 
of Ammon.] Thus his country is constantly described ; 
particularly in Numb. xxi. 24. Deut. iii. 16. 

Ver. 3. And from the plain, &c] There is nothing an- 
swering to the word from in the Hebrew ; which may most 
clearly be translated, and the plain : and so the LXX. 
only retaining the word araba, which wo translate plain. 
This was another part of-Sihon's country, a great plain, 
which lay eastward of the sea of Cinneroth, and the salt 
sea ; by which it was bounded on the west. 

The way to Beth-Jeshimoth.] Which, by the next words, 
is thought to have lain towards the south/ 

And from the south, under Ashdod-Pisgah.] The meaning 
seems to be, that on tlie south it was bounded by Ashdod- 
Pisgah. (See Deut. iii. 17.) I do but touch these things, 
leaving them to a very learned friend and brother of .mine, 
who hath most accurately- considered every part and place 
of this country. 

Ver. 4. And the coast of Og king of Bashan.] The 
next conquest they made was of the kingdom of Og, wh# 
M'as of the remnant of the giants. (See Dcut. iii. 11.) 

That dwelt at Ashtaroth and Edrei.] Sec Deut. i. 4. 
Some would gather from this "place, and from xiii. 12. that 
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he had two royal seats, one at Ashtaroth, another at Edrei; 
and that he lired sometimes in the one, and sometimes in 
the other. * . 

Ver. 5. And reigned in Mount Hermon.] At the bottom 
of which some other people lived, who were conquered by 
Joshua, (xi. 17.) 

And in Salcah.] This was one of. his cities, in that part 
Of his kingdom which was next to Hermon, as some con- 
jecture from xiii. 12. But others think it was in the south- 
ern part of this country, possessed afterward by the Gad- 
iteS; which they gather from 1 Chron. v. 11, 12. 16. 

And all Bashan, unto the border, &c] See an aecbunt 
of this, and of all that follows in this verse, Deut. iii. 13, 14. 

Ver. 6. Tliem did Moses, the sei-vant of the Lord, and the 
children of Israel, smite.] These two kings, were conquered 
by Moses before they came into Canaan, (Numb, xxi.) 

And Moses, the servant of the Lord, gave it for a posses- 
sion to the Reubenites, and Gadiles, and the half tribe of 
Manasseh.] See Numb, xxxii. and Deut. iii. 12. xiii. 8. He 
gives Moses the title of the servant of the Lord twice in this 
verse, to make them sensible that this war against the two 
kings beforenamed was made by Divine authority ; and that 
their land was afterward given to the Reubenites, &c. by the 
same authority. 

Ver. 7. And these are the kings.] They that follow in the 
rest of the chapter. 

Of the country which Joshua and the children qf Israel 
sfnote on this side Jordan.] In the late wars, beforementioned 
in this book. 

On the west.] Westward of Jordan. 

From Baal-Gad, in the valley of Lebanon, even unto the 
Mount Halak, which goeth vp to Seir.] This was the north- 
ern and southern bqands of the country of these kings. 
(See-xi.17.) . ;.,.... 

Which Joshua gave unto the tribes of Israel for a posses- 
sion, according to their divisions.] Unto the rest of the tribes, 
who -had not their share on the other side Jordan, (xi.,23.) 

Ver. 8. In the mountains} and in the valleys, and. in the 
plains.] This is a description of the condition of the coun- 
try ; in which valleys and plains differ only in this, that the 
former were such as lay between mountains, and the latter, 
the flat country, which was remote from mountains. 

And in the springs.] Which commonly were at the foot of 
mountains. 

And in the wilderness, and in the south country .] These 
tire joined together, because their wildernesses were south- 
erly, in the hottest and driest part of the land : whereby we 
are not to understand countries without people; but that 
were thinly peopled, in comparison with other parts of the 
land. For we read of houses and towns in the wilderness, 
lKingsix.18.xi.34. 

The Hivites, the Amorites, and the Canaanites, &c] This 
may relate either to the kings, or the countries, foremen- 
tioncd. 

Ver. 9. The king of Jericho, one.] He is first mentioned, 
'because first conquered. 

(TJte king ofAi.] He was the next. 

Whichis beside Beth-el, one.} The people, of which place 
came to assist the king of Ai ; and were conquered .at the 
same time, (viii. 17.) 

Vtfr.10. 17ie king of Jerusalem, one."] Who was the next 
•that opposed Joshua, and therefore. next mentioned, (x. 1.) 



The king of Hebron, one.] He, and the three next, the 
kings of Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon, (ver. 11, 12.) joined' 
with tho king of Jerusalem, and were vanquished at the - 
same time. 

Ver. 12. Tlie king of Gezer, one.] He came out to help 
Lachish, and was smitten at the same time, (x, 33.) 

Ver. 13. The king of Debir, one.] Mentioned x; 38. 

The king of Geder, one.] We read not of him before ; but 
we find several towns in the tribe of Judah of the same or 
neighbouring name, viz. Gederah, and Gederoth, and Ge- 
derothaim, and Geder, (xv. 3G. 41. 56. 2 Chron. xxviii. 18.) 
All which, as Bochartus observes, have their name a sepi- 
mento, from the fence that was about them, (lib. i. Canaan, 
cap. 36.) 

Ver. 14. The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad^ 
one.] We have no mention of these kings before; but we 
know that Hormah was a city in the tribe of Judah, (xv. 
30. Judg. i. 17. 1 Sam. xxx. 30.) and afterward given to 
Simeon. (Josh. xix. 4.) Arad also was a place in the tribe 
of Judah, as appears by the story in Judg. i. 16. 

Ver. 15. The king of Libnah, one.] Mentioned before, 
(x. 29.) 

The king of Adullam, one.'} This w r as a city in the same 
tribe of Judah, (xv. 35. 1 Sam. xxii. 1.) 

Ver. 16. The king of MakkedaJi, one.] Seex. 26. 

The king ofBetlwl, one.] We read not of any king her£ 
before ; but it seems there was one depending upon Ai^ 
(viii. 17.) 

Ver. 17. And the king of Tappuah, one.] There were two 
cities of this name; oneinthe tribe of Judah, (xv.34.) the 
other in the tribe of Ephraim, (xvii. 8.) It is probable the 
latter is here ineaut; because the king of it is 'mentioned 
next to the king of Beth-el, which, was in the confines of 
Benjamin and Ephraim. And immediately follows the 
king of Hepher ; which was a place not far off, in the trihe 
of Zcbulun. 

TJie king of Hepher, one.] We read of the land of Hepher ^ 
in 1 Kings iv. 10. Which St. Jerome saith was in the tribe 
of Zebulun, near Sephorim, or Diocoesarea. 

Ver. 18. ThekingofAphek.] There were two Apheks in 
this country which Joshua conquered, one in the tribe of 
Judah, (xiii. 53. 1 Sam. ix. 1. xxix. 1.) another.in the tribe 
of Ashcr, (Josh. xix. 53.) Which of them is here intended, 
cannot certainly be determined. 

The king of Lassaron, one.] This place is never named 
any where else in Scripture. But I take it for Saron (as the 
Vulgar Latin here doth, leaving out the first syllable), which 
was a city near Lydda, as we learn from Acts ix. 35. And 
.the country about it, was very pleasant and fruitful, (Isa. 
jxxxiii. 9. xxxv. 2.) There was, another Saron also on the 
other side of Jordan, in the east, in the country of the Gad- 
itcs, (1 Chron. v. 16.) of which .some think the prophet 
Isaiah speaks, lxv. 10. 

Ver.JO. The- king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, 
one.] Both these arc mentioned before, .as conquered by 
Joshua, (xi. 1.) 

Ver. 20. The king of Shimron-Meron, one; the king of 
Achshaph^ one.] These two are mentioned in the same 
place, (xi. 1.) And Shimron was in the tribe of Zebulun ; 
and Achshaph in the tribe of AsKer, (xix. 15.25.) The 
former. hath, the addition of JMeron to it in this place, to 
•.distinguish it from some otherShimron; which some think 
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was in the tribe of Ephraim, called Shorneron, or Sa- 
maria. 

Vcr. 21. The king of Taanach, one.] A city given to the 
tribe of Manasseh, (xvii. 11.) and in the confines of Zc- 
liuliin. It belonged to the Lcvitcs : (xxi. 25.) but the old 
inhabitants were not expelled out of it, (Judg. i. 27.) 

The king of Mcgiddo, one.] This city fell to the same 
tribe, as we read in the same place ; and was near the 
river Kishon ; as may be gathered from Judg. v. 19. The 
Canaanitcswerc not driven out of this city, (Judg. i. 27.) 

Vcr. 22. The king of Kedesh, one.] There were two 
cities called Kedesh, or Kadish ; one in the tribe of Judah, 
(xv. 23.) the other in the tribe of Naphtali, (xix. 37.) Tho 
latter is here meant; for it was a fenced city, as wc read 
there; but the other was of no note. 

The king ofJokneam of Carmel, one.] A city in the tribe 
of Zcbulnn, at the bottom of Mount Carmel, near the 
river Bclus, (xix. 11.) and ono of the cities of the Levitcs, 
(xxi. 31.) It had its name from its delightful situation, as 
Bochart conjectures, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 28. 

Vcr. 23. The king of Dor, in the coast of Dor, one.] A 
city in the lot of the tribe of Manasseh, (xvii. 11.) which 
had a large territory belonging to it, called after its name : 
for it was, a royal city, and one of tho most ancient in 
Phoenicia, as Bochart observes. So strong, also, that the 
Israelites could not get possession of it (or could not keep 
out the ancient inhabitants), when it 'fell to the portion of 
Manasseh, (Judg. i. 27.) Nor could Antiochus Sidctes, 
in future times, take it, though he laid siege to it with a 
very great army, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 41.) 

Tlie king of the nations of Gilgal, one.] This Gilgal is 
not the place where Joshua encamped when he came over 
Jordan ; for there was no city there, nor any king of that 
country, but the king of Jericho. That place ialso had its 
name from the circumcision .of tho Israelites there, (vcr. 9.) 
Wc have no mention indeed of any other Gilgal in Scrip- 
ture ; but St. Jerome says, in his time, there was a place 
called Golgcl, about six miles from Antipatris, which was 
near the sea, not far from Joppa. -Hither, it is likely, 
merchants from several countries resorted; and thence the 
chief ruler thcro was called the king of the', nations of 
Gilgal. Some finding mention of Galilee of the nations, 
fancy that it is tho place here meant. But that name, for 
some part of Galilee, was not known in the days of 
Joshua; being occasioned by Solomon's giving Hiram 
twenty towns in this country, (1 Kings ix. 11.) So the 
same St. Jerome. 

Vcr. 24. The king ofTirzah, one.] It is not certain in 
what part of tho country this city was; but it is very pro- 
bable in the lot of the tribe of Ephraim. For Jeroboam 
(who was of this tribe) and his successors, made it the 
Voyal scat until the building of Samaria, (1 Kings xiv. 17. 
xvi. 23, 24.) 

All the kings, thirty and one."] Some cannot believe that 
in so small a country there were so many kings. But they 
should consider, that these kings were only petty princes, 
or lords of cities, which had a few villages depending on 
them, the inhabitants of which were their tenants. This ap- 
pears by vcr. 9. where we read of the king of Beth-el; 
which was-so small a place, that he and the king of Ai, 
joined together, had but twelve thousand subjects, (viii. 25.) : 
For kingdoms, like all other things, were anciently very 



small in their beginning. See upon Gen. xiv. 1. and Gro- 
tius upon the first verse of this chapter, and Masius upon* 
the seventh. Unto which may be added, that Ctesar, in his 
fifth book of his Commentaries, speaks of four kings here 
in the county of Kent alone : how many then were there in 
all Britain ? for it appears by Tacitus, that the Silurcs and, 
the Brigantcs had their own kings also. And Caesar in- 
forms us, that in France there Avcrc as many kings as 
princes; and so it was in Spain, as Livy writes. And Vo- 
piscus, in the life of the emperor Probus, relates, that when 
he was in Germany, " rcguli novcm ex divcrsis gentibus," 
&c. nine petty kings came from divers nations, and threw 
themselves at his feet ; as he himself wrote to the senate of 
Home, in a letter which is there recorded. In which he 
calls them novcm reges, nine kings. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Vcr. 1. J\0W Joshua teas old and stricken in years.] To 
what age he was advanced we cannot certainly know; be- 
cause we do not know how old he w r as w r hen they came out 
of Egypt. Some think three and forty; and then ho was 
fourscore and three when they came into Canaan : and 
now, it may be gathered, by probable conjectures, wanted 
not much of a hundred. 

And the Lord said unto him, Thou art old and stricken in 
years, and there remaineth yet very much land to be pos- 
sessed.'] Which; in his declining age, he could not hope to 
live to conquer; and therefore he would have him go about 
another business, (ver.7.) 

Vcr. 2. This is the land that yet remains.] To be subdued 
hereafter. 

All the borders of the Philistines.'] Who lay in the south- 
west part of Canaan, near the sea. 

And all Geshuri.] Which was a city, and a country in 
the north-east, not far from Hermon, belonging to the lot of 
the tribe of Manasseh.* (See Dcut. iii. 14.) 

Vcr. 3. From Sihor, which is before Egypt.] He describes 
more largely the borders of the Philistines, whose country 
extended along the sea-coast, south and north, from Sihor, 
which was a little stream from one of the branches of the 
Nile, whereby Palestine was bounded on that side. (See 
Gen. xv. 18. and Vossius de Orig. et Progr. Idolol. lib. ii. 
cap. 74.) 

Even unto the borders ofEkron northward.] A famous 
city. among the Philistines, where Baal-zcbub was wor- 
shipped, called in the New Testament the prince of the de- 
vils (or demons), because he was the principal god of the 
people of Palestine. This city was given to the tribe of 
Judah at first, (xv. 45.) afterward to the tribe of Dan, 
(xix.) though neither of them could get possession of it. 

Which is counted to the Canaanite.] For the Philistines 
were not original inhabitants of this country, which be- 
longed to the offspring of Canaan, the youngest son of Ham ; 
whereas the Philistines wcro descended from Misraim, his 
second son; who expelled the Avitcs out of this country; 
as wc read Dcut. ii. 23. and sec my annotations on Gen. 
x. 14. 19. 

Five lords of the Philistines.] Which country was under 
the government of five lords, as they arc constantly called 
in Scripture ; in the Hebrew, seraim, or seranaim; which 
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seems to be an ancient Phoenician word (the same with 
sarim) for a ruler of a province, or city. The LXX. call 
them SarpaTraf, and the Vulgar Latin, regxtli, petty princes. 
But they are never called melakim, i. e. kings, in Scripture> 
as the rest of the princes of Canaan are. Which inclines 
me to think that their government was not so absolute, as 
that of the rest of the kings of Canaan. Only we read in 
future times, that Achish was king of Gath; having, it 
seems, in David's days, made himself more absolute than 
the former lords of that place. 

Hie Gazathites, and the Ashdothites, the Eshkdlonttes, 
the Gittites, and the Ekronites.] These people had their 
names from the five principal cities in this country, where 
they inhabited ; which are commonly known. 

Also the At ties.] These were a people mixed with them, 
being a remnant (as I said before) of the ancient inhabitants 
of this country. But there was no distinct lord of them; 
there being but five in all ; and so many without one over 
these. Some have confounded them with the Hivites; but 
their name is quite different in the Hebrew, and so is their 
country. For the Hivites lived in Hermon in the north; 
and these here in the west. From whence, though they were 
driven by the Caphtorites, (Deut. ii. 23.) yet some of them, 
it seems, remained ; as several of the Canaanites did, when 
the Israelites dispossessed them of their country. See Bo- 
chartus, in his Phalcg. lib. iv. cap. 36. who thinks they 
were not the offspring of Canaan; but it is manifest they 
inhabited part of the country belonging to him: for Sidon 
was the first-born of Canaan, who was settled on that coast; 
and the border of the Canaanites is said to be from thence 
unto Gaza, (Gen. x. 19.) 

Vcr. 4. From the south.] Of the Philistines* country. 

All the land of the Canaanites.'] All that tract of land 
which belonged to the people properly called Canaanites ; 
who lived upon the sea-coast. 

And MearahJ] We find no mention of this place else- 
where : some translate it, a cave. 

Tltat is beside the Sidonians.} Who were in the northern 
point of that sea-coast. 

Unto Aphek.] Sec xii. 18. where I observed there were 
two cities of this name; but it is most reasonable here to 
understand that in the tribe of Ashcr; whose king though 
Joshua had slain, he had not taken his country. 

To the borders of the Amorites.] Who were in these 
parts: for they being a mighty people had dispersed, them- 
selves, not only in the east, and in the south, but in these 
northern regions. 

Ver. 5. And the land of the Giblites.] A people inhabiting 
a city called Gebal, and the country about it, near to Tyre 
and Sidon; as appears from Ezek.xxvii.9. and. in 1 Kings 
v. 18. they are mentioned as stone-cutters, sent by Hiram 
king of Tyre to king Solomon. (See also Psal.lxxxiii. 7.) 

And all Lebanon towards the sun-rising.'] They extended 
their conquests thus far, (xi. 17.) but could not subdue.the 
eastern part of this country. 

From Baal-Gad under Mount Hermon, nnto the entering 
into Hamath.] Concerning Baal-Gad, sec xi. 17. and con* 
cerning the entering info Hamath, Numb, xxxiv. 8. 

Vcr. G. All the inhabitants of the hill-country.] In. the 
northern parts of the land. 

From Lebanon.] This shews what hilly country he 
speaks of. 
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Unto Misrephoth-maim.] A place beforcmentioned, xi. 8.* 
where, as I observed, some render it hot waters, or baths: 
for sharaph signifies to burp, and maim is waters. And I 
may add, there are those that think they were lime-kilns? 
others glass-furnaces;. but. most likely salt-pits. * 

And alt the Sidonians.] Who were near to the inhabitants 
of Libanus, westward upon the sea. 

Themivill I drive out before the children of Israel.] If 
they persisted constant in his worship and service. Which 
they did not; and therefore we never read that the Sido- 
nians were conquered by the Israelites: and the people of 
Lebanon were only made tributaries in the days of David 
and Solomon. 

Only.] Or rather therefore, as the word rak sometimes 
signifies. (See chap. i. tdt.). 

Divide thou it by lot unto the children of Israel for an. 
inlieritance.] Though they be not yet driven out, yet, since 
I have promised to expel them, assign all the forementioned 
countries to the children of Israel by lot, as the inheritance 
I have bestowed upon them. Which gave them a strong 
assurance they should have all this land ; both because 
God had given it to them for an inheritance, and ordered it 
to be divided by lot. 

As I have commanded thee.] Or, as I now command thee, 
and give thee authority to do. 

Ver^7. Now therefore divide this land for an inheritance 
unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Manasseh.] Both 
that which was conquered, and that which remained un- 
conqucred, was to be divided, that every tribe might know 
what belonged to them, by God's gift; and be encouraged 
to attempt the conquest of it when they were able; and be 
preserved from entering into any covenant or society with 
those who kept their inheritance from them;: and likewise 
hinder the unconquered people from joining their forces 
together to recover their* country ; the Israelites inhabiting 
the cities and fields that lay between them. 

Vcr. 8. With whom.] That is,, with the other half of the 
tribe beforementioned. . 

TJie Reubenites and Gadites have received tlieir inherit- 
ance, which Moses gave tliem^beyond Jordan eastward.] Sec 
Numb, xxxii, 33, &c . . 

Even as Moses,, the servant of the Lord, gave them.] Which 
he did by order from God; and therefore they were not to 
be disturbed in. their possession, (Deut. iii. 18.)*> 

Here the words of God to Joshua .(ver. 1.) end; and in 
the next verse the writer of this book begins to describe 
the country which God ordered to be given to the fore- 
named two tribes and a half, that there might be ho future 
dispute about this division; but it might be held as good 
as that which was made by lot among the rest of the 
tribes. 

Vcr. 9. From Aroer; that is upon the brink of the river Ar* 
non, and the city that is in the midst of the river-]; Sec xii.- 
2. and Deut. iii. 1G. 

And all the plain ofMedeba nnto Dibon.] These are two 
cities which the Amorites took from the Moabites, (as wc 
read Numb.xxi. 30.) and: the Israelites took from them 
when they conquered Sihon their king; The former of them 
was in the portion of the Reubenites ; the other of the 
Gadites: and when the ten tribes were carried' captive,, 
they returned. into the possession of the Moabites again.. 
For Isaiah speaks of them as belonging to Moab, xv. &. 
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and so doth Jeremiah, xlviii. 22. The plain of Mcdcba 
seems to be the same with the plain of Moab. 

Ver.10. And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
which reigned in Heshbon, unto the border of the children of 
Amnion.] Seo Numb. xxi. 24, 25, &c. 

Ver. 11. And Gilead, and the border of tlie Geshurites, 
and Maachathites.] Geshur and Maacha were two cites near 
Mount Hcrmon, in the extreme bounds of this country 
northward, whose inhabitants tho Israelites could not drive 
out, (vcr. 13.) and yet their land was divided among them. 
And all Mount Hermon, and all Bashan unto Salcalu] 
Sec all this verse explained, xii. 5. I. shall only add, that 
Maacha was in the tribe of Manasseh, and is the city which 
rtolcmy calls Epicaeros. Which name the Chaldee para- 
phrast uses both here and xii. 4, 5. and Dcut. iii. 14. in- 
stead of Maacha, as Bdchart observes, lib. ii. Phaleg. cap. 6. 
Vcr. 12. All the kingdom of Og in Bashan, which reigned 
in Ashtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of the remnant of 
the giants.] See xii. 4., and Deut. iii. 11. 

For these did Moses smite, and cast them out.] These Re- 
phaim (which we translate giants) were perfectly con- 
quered, and rooted out by Moses. They were smitten in 
Abraham's time, by Chedorlaomer, (Gen. xiv. 5.) but re- 
covered strength so much, that their country, when Moses 
conquered it, was called the land of giants, Deut. iii. 13. 

Ver. 13. Nevertheless the children. of Israel expelled not 
the Geshurites and Maachathites.] See ver. 2. 

But the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the 
Israelites unto this day.] For Joshua growing old (ver. 1.) 
made no further conquest, but left this people unsubdued, 
as Moses also had done. 

Ver. 14. Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave no inherit" 
ance.] For the tithes of the whole country w r erc instead of 
their portion inland, (Dcut. xviii. 2.) And this is set down 
here by Joshua, as formerly by Moses, to shew that they 
had as indisputable a right to the tithes as their brethren 
had to the land. 

The sacrifices of the Lord God of Israel made by fire are 
their inheritance.] That is, the inheritance of the priests; 
for the whole tribe of Levi had nothing to do with therm 
See Numb, xviii. where the portion .of the priests and of 
the Levitcs is exactly set d6wn; and sec ver: S3, of this 
chapter, and xiv. 3. xviiL 7. 

Ashesaidvnto them.] See Numb, xviii. 20, 21. where 
this is distinctly .said, both with respect to the priests and 
to the Levites. 

-. Ver. 15. And Moses gave unto ihe tribe of the children of 
Reuben inheritance according to their families.] Having 
said in general what Moses gave to the two tribes and a 
half, he proceeds to set down in particular what share each 
of them had in this country : that so they might no more 
<juarrel among themselves about their portion, than the nine 
tribes and a half quarrel with them all. And, first, he men- 
tions what part of the land was given to Reuben :; which was 
divided into as many portions as they had families. 

Ver. 10. Their coast was from Aroer; that is on the bank 
ofArnoftj'&c.] See ver. 9. Aroer itself was in the tribe of 
Gad, (Numb, xxxii. 34.) unto which the portion of the 
Rciibenites reached. 

, , Ver* 17. Heshbon, and all the cities that are in the plain.] 
He means the plain beforcmentioned, ver. 9. 
Dibon.] It is said plainly, in Nnmb. xxxii. 34. that it 



belonged to the Gaditcs; for it was, as Masius well judges, 
in the confines of both tribes ; and so w r as inhabited by 
both. Which is to be said also of Heshbon, here ascribed 
to the Reubpnitcs; but in xxi. 39. is said to be a city of 
the Levitcs in the tribe of Gad. And so we read also in 
1 Chron. vi. nlL And this is still more evident; for Hesh- 
bon, which in this .verse is reckoned to the Rcubcnitcs, in 
the twenty-sixth verse of this very chapter, is said to be 
given to the tribe of Gad ; which is a demonstration they 
had it between them. 

Bamoth-Baal,andBeth-BaaLmeon.] We read of Bamoth 
not far from this country, Numb. xxi. 19. but no where else 
of Bamoth-Baal; which, it is probable, was some high place 
where Baal was worshipped ; for Ave read of high places in 
this country, Numb. xxi. 28. We find mention of Baal- 
mcon in many places, particularly Numb, xxxii. 38. where 
it is said to be given to this tribe. And the addition of Beth 
to it, signifies there was some house, that is, temple of Baal 
in this place, 

Ver. 18. And Jaliaza.] Here they fought with Sihon. 
(See Numb. xxi. 23.) 

And Kedemoth.] From whence Moses sent friendly mes- 
sengers to Sihon, to desire a peaceable passage through his 
country, (Deut. iii. 26.) 

And Mephaath.] This, with the two foregoing, were Le- 
vitical cities in the tribe of Reuben, (xxi. 36, 37. 1 Chron. 
vi. 78, 79.) 

Ver.19. And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah.] These two are 
mentioned in Numb, xxxii. 37, 38. as given to the lieu- 
benitcs. 

And Zareth-shahar.] We do not read of this city any 
where else. 

In the mount of the valley.] In the mount which over- 
looked the great plain beforcmentioned; which may be 
supposed to be one of the mountains of Abarim, where this 
city, and perhaps the two former, were seated. 

Ver. 20. And Baal-Peor.] It seems to have had its name 
from the filthy idol which was there worshipped by the 
Moabites, (Numb. xxv. 3. 5. sec Deut. xxxiv. 6.) 
And Ashdod-Pisgah and Bcth-Jeshimoth.] See xii. 3. 
Ver. 21. And all the cities of the plain.] As well as those 
mentioned in the mountain which overlooked it; (ver. 19.) 
And all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites.] That 
is, all the forcinentioned places belonged to the kingdom of 
Sihon. But they had not all his kingdom given them ; for 
it was shared between them and the Gaditcs^ as appears 
from ver. 27. 

Wlioin Moses smote with the princes of Midian.] Not in 
the war with Sihon, mentioned Numb. xxi. but in another 
war after that, undertaken by a particular command of 
God, (Numb, xxxi.) 

Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Rebcu] Who are 
mentioned as killed in that war, (Numb. xxxi. 8.) 

Which were dukes of Sihon.] This is the reason why they 
are here mentioned, because, though they lived in Midian, 
yet they were tributaries to Sihon ; and, it is likely, assisted 
him in his war with. Israel, in which though they then es- 
caped,, yet afterward they were slain by them. 

.Dwelling in the country.] It is uncertain whether he 
meant that Sihon had given them some place in his coun- 
try to dwell in (that they might be ready on all occasions 
to assist him with their forces), or that they were settled 
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in the country of Midian ; whereas some of that people 
were unsettled, and moved from place to place, like to the 
ancient Nomades. However it was, they were such great 
men in Midian, that they are called kings, Numb. xxxi. 8. 
as here they are called princes; but much inferior to Sihon, 
whom they served only as great commanders under him. 
So our translators, I suppose, understood it, which made 
them render the Hebrew word nesiclie by the English word 
dukes; which we elsewhere translate nobles, in PsaL 
lxxxiii. 13. 

Ver. 22. Balaam also the son ofBeor, the soothsayer.'] He 
had been a prophet, but degenerated into a soothsayer, or 
diviner, (see Numb. xxii. 5—8.) and became a prophet 
again for the sake of Israel. 

Did the children of Israel slay with a sword among tltem 
that were slain by them.] It is hard to give an account why 
he is here mentioned ; unless we suppose him to have been 
an adviser of Sihon, and those dukes that joined with him 
to undertake the war; as it is certain he was of the Midian- 
ites to draw in the Israelites to commit idolatry, (Numb, 
xxv.] 7.) 

. Ver. 23. And the border of the children of Reuben was 
Jordan, and the border thereof, &c] This river was the I 
bounds of their country westward." 

Ver. 24. And Moses gave inheritance unto Hue tribe of 
Gad,8ic.] As he had done to the Reubenites, ver. 15. (See 
there.) 

Ver. 25. And their coast was Jazer.] See Numb. xxi. 32. 
and xxxii. 35. * . • ■ . 

And all the cities of Gilead.] That lay next to Jazer: for 
half of Gilcad was given to the children of Manasseh, 
(ver. 31.) 

And half of the land of the cJtildren ofAmmon.] The chil- 
dren of Israel took nothing from them, but were expressly 
forbidden to meddle with their country, (Deut. ii. 19.) He 
speaks therefore of that part of their country which Sihon 
had taken from them, (as he did part of the Moabites* coun- 
try, Numb. xxi. 2G.) and the Israelites, having vanquished 
Sihon, justly possessed, from Arnon to Jabbok; as Jephthah 
represents to the Ammonites, when they demanded this 
land as belonging to them; when the Israelites had enjoyed 
it near three hundred years, (Judg. xi. 13. 22, &c.) 

Unto Aroer.] This was the bounds of that country taken 
from the Ammonites by Sihon, from Aroer unto Jabbok*, 
for Aroer was seated upon Arnon beforementioned, (Judg. 
xi. 13.) 

Tliat is before Kabbah.] Over against Rabbah, the chief 
city of the Ammonites' country; which was in the north 
part of it, as Aroer in the south. 

Ver. 2G. And from Heshbon.] See ver. 17. 

Unto Ramath-Mizpeh.] The same with Ramath-Gilead, 
of which we read xx. 8. and many other places. It seems 
to be the same place which is called Mizpeh of 'Gilead, \ 
where Jephthah the Gileadite lived, (Judg. xi. 29.34.) 

And Betonim.] "We. know no more of this place, than 
that it was, in all likelihood, a city in the north part of this 
tribe, as Ramath-Gilead was ; and Heshbon in the south. 

And from Mahanaim.] This was a city built in that place 
where Jacob saw the camps of angels, (Gen. xxxii. 1, 2.) 
It was not far from the river Jabbok, as appears from 
that chapter, ver. 22. This city was very considerable in 
aftertimes; Ish-bosheth,who reigned over Israel after Saul, 



having his residence here; and David making some stay 
here when he fled from Absalom, (2 Sam. ii. 8. 12. xvii. 27.) 
It was one of the Levitical cities, (xxi. 37.) 

Unto Debir.] There was another city of this name in 
the tribe of Judah, (xv. 15. 49.) But this was (as St. Je- 
rome andEusebius tell us) a city of the Ammonites upon 
Jordan. 

Ver. 27. And in the valley, Befh-Aram, and Beth-Nimrah.] 
Having mentioned the frontier places, he comes to speak 
of those cities which were in the midst of the country. And 
these two are mentioned, Numb, xxxii. 3G. The latter of 
which, here called Beth-Nimrah (Domns Pardorum, as Bo- 
chart interprets it), is simply called Nimrah in the third 
verse of that chapter. And the waters of Nimrim (Isa.xy. 
6.) seem to have been in the same place; which Moses and 
Joshua say belonged to the Gadites ; but Isaiah and Jere- 
miah call it a city of the Moabites : who, in the days of 
those prophets, after the ten tribes were carried captive, 
recovered those places. (See Bochartus,inhis Hierozoicon, 
par. i. lib. iii. cap. 7.) 

And Snccoth.] Which was the place where Jacob fixed, 
after he had passed over Jabbok, in his return from Padan* 
Aram, (Gen. xxxiii. 17.) 

And Zaplwn.] A place which St. Jerome saith lay upon 
the river Jordan. 

The rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon.] That 
is, all but that which was given to the Reubenites. 

Jordan and his border.] :For instance, v the country bor- 
dering upon Jordan. 

Even unto the edge of the sea of Cinnereth, on the oilier 
side Jordan eastward.\ To the extreme part of the lake, in 
aftertimes called Gennesaret; where the river Jordan came 
out of it on the south-east. 

Ver. 28. This is the inheritance of the children of Gad 
after their families, the cities, and their villages.] Which are 
not all named, but they were in the region here described. 

Ver. 29. And Moses gave inheritance unto the half tribe 
of Manasseli, &c] The country which they conquered on 
the other side Jordan, being too large for the Reubenites 
and Gadites alone, Moses bestowed what follows upon the 
half tribe of Manasseh; who' did not desire it, as far-as I 
can find, (see Numb, xxxii. 1, 2.) but were thought fit to 
be joined with the other two tribes, because they were very 
numerous, (Numb. xxvi. 34.) and, it is likely, had great 
store of cattle, as the other had. 

Ver. 30. And their coast was from Mahanaim.] Men- 
tioned before, ver. 26. 

All Bashan, all the kingdom ofOg king of Bashan'J] This 
kingdom consisted of three parts, (Deut iii. 13.) half of 
Gilead, Bashan, and the region of Argob: all which some- 
times are comprehended under the name of Bashan,because 
it was the principal part of his kingdom. 

And all the towns of Jair, which are in Bashan.] This is 
an explication of what went before; for these towns were in 
the forenamed kingdom of Bashan, and not distinct from 
it. Why they are called the towns of Jair, Moses gives an 
account, Numb, xxxii. 41. 

TJireescore cities.) Which wore in the region of Argbb, as 
we read Deut. iii. 4. 14. 

Ver. 31. And half Gilead.] The other half that was not 
given to the Gadites, (ver. 25.) This is also but an expli- 
cation of what he said at the first; for. Gilead was not dis- 
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tinct from the kingdom of Og king of Baslian; but a part 
of it. 

And Ashtaroth and Edrei, cities of the kingdom of Og in 
Bashan.] Royal cities, as is commonly thought, fromxii* 4. 
Were pertaining unto the children ofMachir, the son of 
Manasseh.] AH the posterity of Manasseh came from Ha- 
chir; for he had no lothcr son beside him, (Numb, xxxii. 
29.) unto whose children, that is, to one half of them (as it 
is explained in the following words), ho garo this part of 
lhat kingdom, (Deut. iii. 15.) 

Even to the one half of the children ofMachir by their 
families.'] Among whom Jair and his posterity had the 
honour to be reckoned, though he was of the trihe of 
Judah; because he was his grandchild by his daughter, 
and so instrumental in conquering this country, that he had 
his inheritance given him here, (L Chron. ii. 21, &c. Numb. 
xxxiv. 41, 42.) 

Vcr. 32. These are the countries which Moses did distri- 
bute for inheritance in the plains ofMoab, on the other side 
Jordan, by Jericho, eastward.] Which countries, with their 
bounds and limits, are thus particularly described, that 
every tribe might rest satisfied with God's appointment, 
and not invade their brethren's territories. 

Ver. 33. But unto the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any 
inheritance: the Lord God of Israel was their inheritance, 
as he said unto them.] This had been noted before in this 
very chapter, vcr. 14. and is again noted, xiv. 3, 4. and 
again, xviii. 7. ;Which frequent repetition was for the 
honour of this tribe; and that the people might have the 
greater regard to them, and care of them. 



CHAPi XIV. 

Vcr. 1. JjlND these are the countries.] viz. Those men- 
tioncd in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and following chapters ; 
for this chapter is but a kind of preface to the division of 
the land. 

Which the children of Israel inherited in the land of Ca- 
naan.] Which was now conquered by Joshua; as that of 
Sihon and Og had been by Moses. 

Which Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nmi, 
and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children of 
Israel, distributed for inlieritance unto them.] According to 
the command given by God to Moses, Numb, xxxiv. 17, 
18. where the namcs'of the twelve heads of the tribes, 
or the princes (as they are there called), are set down, vcr. 
If), 20, &c. 

Ver." 2. By lot was their inheritance.] To take away 
all occasion of controversy, the matter being determined 
by God. 

As the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.] Numb. 
xxvi. 55, 56. xxxiii. 54. 

For the nine tribes, and for the half tribe.] Who were to 
be provided for in the land of Canaan; as the other, it here 
follows, had been on the other side Jordan. 

Vcr. 3. For Moses had given the inheritance of two tribes 
and a half on the other side Jordan.] This seems to argue 
a strong faith, which the nine tribes and a half had in the 
promise of God; that they were contented to see their 
brethren put in actual possession of their inheritance, 
when they were only in hope of their portion. 

Diaitizea bv 



But unto thcLevitcs gave he no inheritance among them.] 
Neither on this side Jordan, nor on the other; as was said 
before, xiii. 33- and mentioned here again for the reason 
folloAving. 

Vcr. 4. For the children of Joseph were two tribes, Ma* 
?iasseh and Ephraim.] The privilege of the first-born was 
transferred from Reuben's to Joseph, (1 Chron. v. 1, 2.) 
from whose two sons sprung two tribes : so that there were 
still twelve tribes, without reckoning Levi for one, (Gen. 
xlviii. 5,6.) 

Therefore they ga$e no part to the Levites in the land.] 
Because the children of Joseph succeeded in their room; 
as the Vulgar Latin translates the foregoing words; that is, 
to make up the number of twelve tribes. 

Save cities to dwell in.] Not for a possession, as Conrad. 
Pellicanus observes, but only for a habitation: for they 
could not sell them, as their brethren might their pos- 
sessions. 

With their suburbs for their cattle and for their sub* 
stance.] See Numb. xxxv. 2, 3, &c. 

Vqr. 5. As the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of 
Israel did.]Thatis, assigned them cities and suburbs, (xxi. 
1, 2, &c.) 

And they divided the land.] That is, when Eleazar, Jo- 
shua, and the princes had divided it. 

. Vcr. G. llien the children of Judah.] Before they went to 
cast lots for the division of the land, some of the children 
of Judah interposed in the behalf of Caleb; coming along 
with him, I suppose, as witnesses to the truth of what he 
alleged. 

Came unto Joshua in Gilgal.] Where the tabernacle as 
yet was ; for Joshua had not removed his camp from thence ; 
and, accordingly, here the division of the land began to be 
made; though it was finished at Shiloh,asweread ch.xviii. 

And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite said unto 
him.] This shews that he was the principal person con- 
cerned in this address to Joshua ; though the rest, perhaps, 
who came along with him, were not only witnesses to the 
truth of his pretensions, but came to desire Joshua to be- 
gin the division of the land ; the tribe of Judah, now that the 
Reubenites were provided for, being the eldest of those 
that wanted their portion. Among whom, Caleb was not 
only a considerable person, but one of those princes who 
were appointed by God to assist in the division of the land, 
(Numb, xxxiv. 19.) and therefore would not be a judge in 
his own case, but have it settled before by Joshua, the su- 
preme governor of God's people. Why he is called the 
Kenezite, is not easy to resolve j nor is it certain, whether 
Caleb or Jephunneh be called the Kenezite. But it comes 
to the same, whether the one or the other be so called, and 
the Hebrew words will bear cither construction; yet St. 
Jerome and the LXX. take it to belong to Caleb, some of 
whose ancestors were called Kenez; which was certainly a 
name very common in their family. (See xv. 17. and Judg. 
i. 13.) And there is no improbability in it, that Kenez was 
the father of Jephunneh, from whence both he and his son 
were called Kenezites. 

Tliou knowest the thing that the Lord said unto 3Toscs, the 
man of God.] He gives him this title, that what he ordered 
might be thought of greater authority, i. e. a Divine com- 
mand. 

Concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea.] Which ho 
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was confident Joshua could not but remember, being con- 
cerned in it as well as himself. (See Numb. xiv. 24. 30. 38.) 

Vcr. 7. Forty years old was 1 when Moses, the servant of 
the Lord, sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land.] 
He mentions this, partly to shew that Moses took care to 
send persons of some experience, able to make observa- 
tions; and judge aright; as well as in their full strength of 
body, able to travel and take pains. Such, it is probable, 
were all the rest, as well as he ; men grown up every way 
to maturity, both of judgment and bodily vigour. 

And I brought him word again, as it teas in my heart J] 
Delivered my true opinion freely and sincerely, without 
either fear or flattery, (Numb. xiii. 30.) 

Ver. 8. Nevertheless, my brethren that ivent with me 
made the heart of the people melt.] Numb. xiii. 31, 32. xiv. 
1, &c. which did not discourage him at all from speaking 
the truth. 

But I wholly followed the Lord my God.] This testimony 
God himself gave him, (Numb. xiv. 24.) which he might 
therefore mention without any breach of modesty, it being 
the ground of his present petition, / 

Ver. 9. And Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely the 
land whereon thy feet have trodden shall be thine inherit' 
ante, and thy children's for ever, because thou hast wholly 
followed theLordmy God.] See Deut. i.34 — 36. This was 
first pronounced by God himself, and that with an oath, 
Numb. xiv. 21.24. (See my notes there.) Some think/us 
treading on it with his feet was his taking possession, and 
being admitted the owner of that land; according to the 
present notion of civil lawyers, who will have possessio to 
be as much as pedis positio. But this is only a modern 
conceit. 

Ver. 10. And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as 
he said, these forty and five years.] Thus far he had ful- 
filled his words, in preserving him alive till the country 
was conqijered, wherein he promised him a certain portion ; 
so that he wanted only actual possession of it. 

Even since the Lord spake this wofdunto Moses, while the 
children of Israel wandered in the wilderness.] Which was 
thirty and eight years. 

And now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years old.] 
It seems then that seven years were passed since they 
came into Canaan, before they began to divide the land ; 
which was not till a year after the war was ended. (See xi. 
18.) As for the time that followed between the complete 
division of the land, and the death of Joshua, it is not set 
down in this book ; nor have we words in it, from whence 
to make a probable conjecture about it, but only those 
xxiii. 1. where it is said, A long time after God had given 
them rest, Joshua' waxed old, &c. Which shews it is not to 
be restrained to so short a time as seven, or ten years, but 
may rather be thought twenty, as Du Pin computes it. 

Ver. 11. As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the 
day that Moses sent me.] As able, both in body and mind, 
to undertake, and to dispatch any business, as he was 
forty and five years ago: which was a wonderful blessing 
of God, and an argument his petition should be granted; 
because he wanted neither courage nor strength to assault 
and take the place he desired, if it were still in the Ca- 
naanites' hands; or to defend and preserve it, if it were 
already conquered. 

As my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for 



war; both to go out, and to come in.] This is a repetition of ' 
what he affirmed; as is usual when a thing is certain and 
undoubted. Concerning this phrase, go out and come in, 
see Numb, xxvii. 17. And this shews the force and effi- 
cacy of God's promise, confirmed by an oath; which (as 
Dr. Jackson well observes) was as remarkable in preserv- 
ing his life and strength, as in bringing mortality on others, 
who he sware should not enter into Canaan. 

Ver. 12. Noiv therefore give me this mountain, whereof 
the Lord spake in that day.] The mountainous country 
where Hebron lay, (xi. 21.) which was the place promised 
to him, as 1 observed upon Numb. xiv. 24. 

For thou heardest in that day.] The LXX, and the 
Vulgar Latin refer this to what goes before, and make the 
sense to be, as if he had said, in thy hearing, God pro* 
mised this country to me. , > 

.* Hoiv the Anakims were there, and that the cities were 
great and strong.] The Vulgar makes the sense to.be, 
Wliere the Anakims are, &c. (See Numb. xiii. 28. 32, 33.) 
He mentions cities in the plural number; for we read of 
two other, beside Hebron, which they possessed, (xi. 21.) 

If so be the Lord will be with me.] These are not words 
of doubting ; but a pious acknowledgment that nothing 
could be successfully enterprised, without God's gracious 
assistance; of which, no question, he was very confident. 
The Targum hath it, If so be the Word of the Lord will be 
my helper: which is the constant language of that para- 
phrast in all this book upon such occasions. (See i. 9* 
17. vi. 27. x. 42. and xxiii. 3. 10.) 

Then I shall be able to drive them out, as the Lord said.] 
Which, whether it was done now or before, when Joshua 
conquered the country, is a dispute. (See x. 37.) 

Ver. 13. And Joshua blessed him.] Acknowledged his 
deserts, and beseeched God to prosper him in his .under- 
taking, and gave his consent that he should have this coun- 
try : for then God is said to bless a man, when he bestows 
his benefits upon him; and we do not bless others to pur- 
pose, unless we do what they desire. Accordingly it here 
follows. 

And gave unto Caleb the son of Jephunneh Hebron for 

an inheritance.] That is, the country about it : for Hebron 

itself was a city of the priests, xxi. 11. 13. where it is ex<- 

' prcssly said, ver. 12. the fields and the villages of it were 

given to Caleb. 

Ver. 14. Hebron therefore became the inheritance of .Ca- 
leb unto this day, because he wholly followed the Lord God 
of Israel*] God rewarded his fidelity by this singular gift, 
which he bestowed upon him before the land was divided 
by lot. 

Ver. 15. And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath- 
arba.] See upon Gen. xxiii. 2. 

Which Arba was a great man among the Anakims.] Of 
great authority, as well as strength. So the word gadol is 
used, Gen. xxiv. 35. and so we call men at this day, who 
are of great power, by the name of magnates. He was 
the father of Anak, (xv. 13. and xxi. U.) who either built 
this city, or fortified it, or made it his royal seat (being a 
kind of prince among them), and perhaps was here buried; 
which made it be called his city. (See upon Numb. xiii. 33.) 

And the land had rest from war.] Which gave them 
liberty to divide the land. This was said before, (xi. ult.) 
and now repeated, perhaps to shew that what is here re- 
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ported concerning Caleb was dono some time ago, at the 
end of the war; and now mentioned to shew, that he held 
this portion of land by a Divine donation, before the coun- 
try was divided by lot. 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. JL HIS then was the lot of the tribe of the children 
of Judah.] The first lot that came up was for the tribe of 
Judah ; in honour of it, and that the prophecy of Jacob 
might be fulfilled concerning his pre-eminence among his 
brethren. The manner of drawing these lots, see upon 
Numb. xxvi. 55, 56. which it is apparent could not be 
done without a precedent survey of the whole country. A 
description of which being laid before Joshua, he, and 
Eleazar, and the princes, divided it into nine shares and a 
lialf, as equal as they could ; considering not merely the 
^quantity of ground, but the quality also, and goodness of 
the soil. This survey is not mentioned here; but it is 
afterward, xviii. 4. and therefore is to be supposed when 
they began to divide the land. 

By tlieir families.'] The lot was only of so much land 
(bound as follows) for the whole tribe. Unto every family 
of which a portion was assigned by Joshua, and the rest, 
who were appointed to see that none were neglected, and 
that they had every one a just proportion. Therefore the 
lot for each tribe was not so unalterably fixed and deter- 
mined, but that it might be. enlarged or diminished; by 
taking from that tribe which had too much, and giving it 
to that which had too little. (Seexix. 9.) 

Even to the border ofEdom; the wilderness of Zin,' south- 
ward, was the uttermost part of the south coast.'] See Numb. 
xxxiv. 2. Edom lay upon the wilderness of Zin ; and the 
lot of Judah extended as far as that, which was the south 
part of the land. And, indeed, the tribe of Judah (as Conr. 
Pellicanus observes) had half of the south part of the whole 
land of Canaan for their portion; as the tribes of Joseph 
(Ephraim and Manasseh) had the north part; with whom 
the rest of the tribes were intermixed, viz. Simeon, Benja- 
min, and Dan, with the tribe of Judah; and Issachar, Ze- 
tmlun, Asher, andNaphtali, with the portion of Joseph. 

Ver. 2. And tlieir south border was from the shore of the 
salt sea.] -The foregoing verse was a short description of 
the length of Judah's couutry : now he describes the bounds 
of it on all quarters ; and here saith, that the salt, or dead, 
sea was the bounds of it on the south-east. For so it was, 
as here follows. 

Front the bay that looketh southward.] In the Hebrew, 
from the tongue; which signifies either a creek, or a pro- 
montory, as some understand it, pointing to the south-east. 
(See Numb, xxxiv. 3.) 

Ver. 3. Audit went out to the south side of Maleh-acrab- 
bim.] There was a mountain so called, from the multitude 
of scorpions that were there. It lay at the end of this lake, 
(Numb, xxxiv. 4.) From whence the country of Acrabatene 
had its name, as Bochart thinks, (see Hierozoicon, par. ii. 
lib. v. cap. 29.) which lay near the country of Edom, 
(1 Maccab. v. 3.) 

And passed along to Zin, and ascended upon the south 
side unto Kadesli-barnea.] This is the very description of 
the southern bounds of the promised land, Numb, xxxiv. 4. 



And passed along to Ilezron.] There is nothing said of 
this place in the book of Numbers; but it appears to have 
been a city from the twenty-fifth verse of this chapter. 

And went up to Adar.] This place is mentioned in tho 
forenamed Numb, xxxiv. 4. and called Hazar-addar. So 
that Hezron lay between Kadesh-barnea and this town. 

And fetched a compass to Karkaa.] This place is not 
mentioned in Numbers, or any where else; but lay beyond 
Adar, not in a right line, but bending towards the west. 

Ver. 4. And from thence it passed towards Azvion.] This 
is mentioned in the forenamed place, Numb, xxxiv. 4. 

And went out unto the river of Egypt ; and the going out 
of that coast was at the sea.] That is, the Mediterranean 
Sea. (See Numb, xxxiy. 5.) 

Tlds shall be your south coast.] From the tongue of the 
salt sea to tho Mediterranean. 

Ver. 5. And the east border was the salt sea, even unto the 
end of Jordan.] Having described the southern limits, he 
sets down the eastern ; which, beginning where the southern 
did, at the tongue of the salt sea, reached to the other end 
of it, where Jordan falls into this sea. So that the whole 
length of this sea, from one end of it to the other, was the 
eastern bounds of Judah 's country. 

And their border at the north quarter was from tlte bay 
of the sea, at the uppermost part ^f Jordan.] It had its be- 
ginning where the eastern border ended, viz, at the -mouth 
of Jordan, where it runs into the salt sea. • 

Ver. 6. And the border toent tip to Beth-hoglah.] A-city 
in the tribe of Benjamin, (xviii. 21.) 

And passed along by the north of Beth-arabah.] Another 
city in the same tribe, (xviii. 21.) though there was one in 
this tribe of the same name (ver. 61. of this chapter), which 
some take to be the same city, which lay in the frontier of 
both tribes. 

And the border.] That is, this northern border. 

Went up to the stone ofBohan, the son of Reuben.] We 
find mention made of this stone again in xviii. 17. where he 
speaks of the bounds of the tribe of Benjamin. It was but 
lately laid here, since the Israelites came into this country ; 
but by whom, or of what it was a monument, is not known. 
It is certain Bohan <did not dwell iaere ; for the lleubenites 
had their portion ou the other side of Jordan: but perhaps 
lie, performed some famous exploit in this place, or died 
and was buried here ; being one of those that came over 
Jordan to assist their brethren in the conquest of Canaan. 

Ver. 7. And the border went up towards Debir.] Which 
is mentioned in no other place: for it is not the same with 
that Debir in ver. 15. which was in the south near Hebron, 
but this in the northern parts. 

From the valley ofAchor.] Mentioned vii. 24. 26. 

And so northward loolcing towards GilgaL] Having 
Gilgal on the north of it. Which is to be understood, not 
ofthat Gilgal near Jericho, but of that place called Geliloth, 
jtviii. 17. which was distant from thence, as appears by 
what follows. 

That is before the going up to Adummim.] A place which 
.stood upon a rising ground, which some think was in the 
tribe of Judah, others of Benjamin. 

lVJtichtvas on the south side of the river.] Or of the brook, 
which some take to be the brook Cedron. 

And the border passed towards the waters of En-shcmesh, 
and the goinrjs out thereof were at En-rogel] This place, it 
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is evident, (1 Kings i. 9.) was near Jerusalem ; which shews 
that Gilgal beforementioned was not the place where they 
were now encamped. 

Ver. 8. And the border went up.] For it was an ascent, 
from the salt sea to this country; especially when they 
came nigh to this place. 

By the valley of the son of Hinnom.] A famous place on 
the east side of Jerusalem; and so delightfully shady, that 
it invited them to idolatrous worship in this valley, whereby 
it became infamous, (2 Kings xxiii. 10. Jer. vii. 32.) Hin- 
nom, in all probability, was some eminent person, in an- 
cient times, who was the owner of this valley : for it is 
sometimes called the valley of the children of Hinnom, 
which shews his posterity w r ere planted here. After it was 
polluted by idolatry, it became a place where they threw 
all their filth, and excrements, and dead carcasses, and, 
where there was a continual fire, the Jews say, to burn 
bones, and such sordid things as were thrown here; from 
w T hen'ee. they think, it became the name for hell-fire. 

Unto the south side of the Jebusite.] t\ e. The city of the 
Jebusites. .. . . 

Tlie same is Jerusalem.] Which is called Jebusi, in the 
last verse of the eighteenth chapter, and Jebus, Judg. 
xix. 10. Especially that part of it fortified by the Jebus- 
ites, which was called Mount Sion, and lay on the south 
of Jerusalem. 

And the border went up to the top of the mountain.] 
Which is thought to bo Mount Moriah. 

That lieth before the valley of Hinnom westward.] It 
was westward to the valley of Hinnom ; and so had that 
valley on the east of it. 

Which is at the end of the valley of the giants northward.] 
Which mountain had on the north part tho valley of Jle- 
phaim (as the word is in the Hebrew), which was in the 
tribe of Judah, extending itself from Mount Moriah as 
far as Bethlehem, as Josephus tells us. 

Ver. 9. And the border was drawn from the top of the 
hill to the fountain of the water Nephtoah.] Where this 
fountain, or well of water was, cannot be known ; for it is 
no where mentioned but here, and in xviii. 15. 

And went out to the cities of Mount Ephron.] This place 
also is unknown ; for it cannot be that in the tribe of 
Ephraim, mentioned 1 Chron. xiii. 19. 

And the border was drawn to Baalah, which is Kirjath^ 
Jearirn.] Called ver. 60. and xviii. 14. Kirjath-Baal ; there 
being, it is likely, a temple of Baal in this place, whose 
name the Israelites changed into Kivjath-Jearim ; which 
signifies urbs sylvarum, because of the goodly trees hero* 
abouts, which made it the fitter for idolatrous uses. 

Ver. 10. And the border compassed from Baalah west- 
ward.] Not in a direct lino, but bending towards the west. 

Unto Mount Seir.] Not that mount belonging -to tho 
Edomites, but another of that name. 

And passed along unto the side of Mount Jearim (wldch 
is Chesalon) on the north side.] This was a woody coun- 
try, as appears from the name of this mountain, and from 
Mount Seir also; which signifies as much as hairy. 

And went down to Beth-shemesh.] A known place in the 
tribe of Judah, and a city of the priests, (xxi. 10.) 

And passed on to Timnah.] Another city in the same 
tribe, (ver. 17.) but afterward given to the tribe of Dan, 
(xix. 43.) 



Ver. 11; And the border went out to the side of Ekron 
northward.] This city belonged to the Philistines; but fell 
to the lot of Judah, as did also Ashdod and Gaza, ver. 
45—47. But afterward Ekron was given to theDanites, as 
the forenamed place tells us, xix. 43. 

And the border was drawn to Shicron, and passed along 
to Mount Baalah, and went out unto Jabneel.] It cannot* 
now be known wiiere these three places were ; only it ap- 
pears by what follows, that they were not far from the 
coast of the Philistines. 

And the goings out of the border were at the sea.] That is, 
the northern border ended at the Mediterranean Sea;' 
where there was a city called Jamnia; whigh,some think 
the same with Jabneel. 

Ver. 12. And the west border ivas to the great sea, and 
the coast thereof] All along that coast of the Mediterra- 
nean, unto the river of Egypt, where the west border met 
with the southern, (ver. 4.) 

This is the coast of the children of Judah round about, 
according \ to their families.] That is, thus their lot was 
bounded on all sides, in the first draught of it. Which 
being afterward found too large, it was contracted into a 
narrower compass, that more room might be made for the 
tribe of Simeon, who had part of this lot given them; as 
some other places were added out of it, to the tribes of 
Benjamin and Dan; as will appear afterward. 

Ver. 13. And unto Caleb the son ofJephunneh he gave a 
part among the children of Judah.] Or rather, he (that is, 
Joshua) had given liim a part in this country, which by lot 
fell to the tribe of Judah. See the foregoing chapter, xiv. 
6, 7, &e. where we read how Caleb petitioned for it, and 
founded his petition on a grant made to him of it, long ago, 
by God himself. 

According to the commandment of the Lord to Joshua.'] 
God promised it by Moses; and it appears from these 
words, that Joshua had an order from God to make it 
good. ,. . 

Even the city of Arbaihe father ofAnak, tvhich is He* 
bron.] See xiv. 15. This is here again particularly remem- 
bered, and an addition made to it, for .this reason; that 
Joshua having described the bounds of the country of 
Judah, and intending to set down the particular cities 
which were included in it, and distributed among them (as 
he had just before said, ver. 12.) according to their families? 
it might be remembered, that there were two cities, o* 
rather the territories about them, given to two families, 
antecedent to this distribution made by him, Eleazar, and 
the princes. Which being a matter fit to remain for ever 
upon record, and to be known to all posterity, he inserts it 
here at large, in this description of the portion of Jndah; of 
-which, it is likely, every family of that tribe had a map in 
their houses; that they knowing their limits might both 
preserve them, and keep within them. 

Ver. 14. And Caleb drove thence.] Not by his own 
power alone, but by the confederate array of the tribe of 
Judah and Simeon, (Judg. i. 3. 9, &c.) in which, it is pro- 
bable, he had a principal command; and led on that party 
which assaulted this city. (Sec x. 36, 37. xi, 21.) 

The three sonsofAnak, Sheshai, andAhiman,and Talmai, 
the children of Anah.] Whom he had seen five-afcd-forty 
years ago, and was not at all affrighted at them. (See 
Numb. xiii. 22. and Judg. i. 10, &c.) 
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Ver. 15. And he went up thence 1 to the inhabitants of 
JDebir.] See x. 38, 39. 

And the name of Debit before was Kirjath-Sepher. ] See 
Judg. i.ll, 12. Itis called also Kirjath-Sanna, ver. 49. of 
this chapter; which hath the same signification : for sienna 
(its Bochart observes, lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 17.) in the 
Arabic language, is learning, or the law. The Chaldee 
there calls it Kirjath-arche ; which he translates nrbs archi- 
vorum, the city where the ancient records of these nations 
were kept. All which shews the conjecture of some very 
learned men is not improbable, who think this city in those 
times was the seat of learning, ns Athens was among the 
Greeks in future ages : insomuch, that Grotius takes this 
city to be the same with that which Xenophon calls Qotvl- 
kwv yvfivamov, the school of the Phoenicians. But, as the 
tvord yvfivamov in Xenophon's days did not signify a 
school of learning, but a place designed for exercises of 
the body; so we do not read of any famous place in that 
country, to which men resorted in his time for study. 
1 Ver. 16.- And Caleb said.] Made proclamation, I sup- 
pose, throughout the army, which he led against Debir. 

He that smiteth Kirjath-Sepher, and taketh it.] Assaults 
this fortress, and possesseth himself of it. 

To him will I give Achsah my daughter to wife.] With 
this place, I suppose, for her dowry.' 

Ver. 17. And Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of 
Caleb-, took it.] He was stirred up by the Spirit of God, it ^ 
is probable, (as he was when he was made judge of Israel, 
Judg.iii. 9, 10.) to attack this place with an extraordinary 
courage;; in which the providence of God appeared (as 
Caleb hoped it would) in bestowing his daughter upon a 
worthy person, and keeping the inheritance in his own 
tribe. 

Andhe gave him Aclisah his daughter to wife.] Some think 
this was not lawful, because he was her uncle : but this is 
a mistake, for Othniel was not Caleb's brother, but Kenaz, 
who was Othniers father. For Caleb is constantly called 
the son of Jephunneh, and Othniel the son of Kenaz. 
Therefore they had not the same father, but. were very near 
of kin; which is all the word brother signifies in many 
places. 

Ver. 18.- And it came to pass, as she came unto him.] As 
she wasbrought from her father's house to her husband's; 
according to the accustomed manner. (See Selden, in his 
Uxor. Hebrv lib. ii.. cap. 11.) 

That she moved him to ask of Iter father afield.] Desired 
her husband, unto whom she thought her father at this time 
would deny nothing, to bestow a field upon her. Or, per- 
haps, she- moved him to give her leave to ask it of her fa- 
ther; as she did, either by his permission, or by his desire*; 
.who might tell her, it was more proper for her to ask it 
than himselfc . 

And she lighted off Iter ass.] Upon which they rode then 

in those countries; having no horses, nor mules, till after- 

*times. And her lighting down was in reverence to her 

father; unto whom she addressed herself in an humble 

•posture. 

And Caleb said to her, What icouldest thou?] He seems 
to have prevented her request; knowing, by her posture, 
she had something to desire of him. But Ludov. do Dieu 
ttakes it quite otherwise; that when she came to her hus- 
band's house, she did not alight from her ass; but continued 



still sitting uppn if. Which her father observing, and ask- 
ing her the reason, why she did not come down and go to 
her husband; she told him, she uad first a thing to beg of 
him. And thus both the LXX. and the Vulgar translate it, 
as if she did not alight, but sighed and cried, Ik tqv ovov, 
from -the ass on which he sat. 

Ver. 19. Who answered, Give me a blessing.] Bestow a 
gift upon me, as tho word blessing is used, Gen. xxxiii. 
11. or, make my happiness complete. 

For thou hast given me a south land.] A dry country ; be- 
ing both mountainous and towards the south; that is, to- 
wards the deserts of Arabia, from whence very hot and 
scorching winds were wont to blow. 

Give me also springs of water.] A field hard by, wherein 
were springs of water: for it was not merely the springs 
she begged, but the ground in which they were ; as appears 
from the foregoing verse, where she moved her husband to 
ask a field. 

And. he gave her the upper springs, and the nether springs.] 
Whereby that dry ground might be watered and made fruit- 
ful. He seems to have given her more than she desired;, 
not only those springs that were in the mountain, but those 
which were below also. That ko neither the rising ground, 
nor the plain, might want water; as Arius Montanus ex- 
pounds it. r % 

Ver. 20. Tins is the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Judah, according to their families.] Now, follows 
an account of the cities within the lot of this tribe; which 
were assigned to their several families, after Hebron, which 
was the principal of them (for here David reigned over the 
tribe of Judah alone seven years), was given to Caleb. 
Which the Jews generally think he did not get into his 
possession till after the death of Joshua; as is related in 
the book of Judges. (See there, i. 11—13, &c.) 

Ver. 21. And the uttermost cities of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Judah.'] Those that were in the confines; for he 
doth not seem to number all that were in the heart of the 
country. So the Jews think, though the truth is, as will 
appear in the following part of the chapter, he only begins 
with the outmost cities, but afterward proceeds to those 
that were in the midst of the country. 

Towards the coast ofEdom southward.] He begins with 
those that lay on the south side of the country; which was 
the border he first described, ver. 1, 2. 

Kabzeel] Where that valiant person Benajah was born, 
who smote two lion-like men of Moab, (1 Chron. xi. 22.) 
: And Filer.] Which Eusebius calls 'ESpai. But he hath 
no more to say of it; nor of Jagur, and the rest that fol- 
low, but that they were in the tribe of Judah: nor shall I 
go about to inquire further after every particular city men- 
tioned; the number of which is summed up ver. 32. 

Ver. 32. All the cities are twenty and nine, with their 
villages.] If the foregoing places be told, there are no less 
than thirty and eight of them. But there were only twenty 
and nine of them (as some solve the difficulty), that could 
her called cities; the other being only villages. Or, the 
meaning is (as the Jews generally think) that twenty and 
nine only belonged to the tribe of Judah; the rest being 
afterward given to tho tribe of Simeon, as we find in the 
nineteenth chapter; where nine of these very cities here men- 
tioned are said % to be in that tribe, viz. Beer-sheba, Mola- 
dah, Hazar-shual, Baalah, Azcm, Hormah, Zigleg, Ain, and 
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Rimmon : which nine, with the twenty and nine here set 
down as the sum total, make just thirty and eight. And 
this seems to be the truer account, because the villages of 
other cities are mentioned ver. 36. and 41. and yet none 
of them set down by name, as is supposed in the first in- 
terpretation of these words. 

Ver. 33. And in the valley.] Or in the plain below the 

mountains: but.whichwayl shall not examine; because the 

geography of this country will be done, I hope, by a better 

-hand. ! 

Ver. 36. Fourteen cities with their villages.] There are 
fifteen in all, if we take the two last for distinct cities. 
But in all probability, there might be one, called indif- 
ferently Gederah, or (as we translate it in the margin) 
Gederothaim. Perhaps there might be a double city, the 
old and the new: or, Gederothaim was an appendix to 
Gederah, as the borough of Southwark is to the city of 
London. 

Ver. 37. Zenan, and Hadashah, &c] I suppose these 
cities, and all that follow to the forty-first verse, lay also in 
the valley, or plain. 

Ver. 41. Sixteen cities with their villages.] There are 
exactly that number; among which Mizpeh, Lachish, Beth- 
dagon, Eglon, and Makkedah, were the chief. They seem 
to have been in the western part of this country, near the 
tribe of Dan; for the two first in the former division (Esh- 
taol and Zoreah, ver. 33.) were afterward given to the 
Danites, (xix. 41.) 

Ver. 42. Libnah and Ether, &c] These two cities, and 
those that follow unto ver. 45. were in another division of 
the plain country: among which, Libnah, Keilah, Achzib, 
and Mareshah, were the most noble. 

Ver. 44. Nine cities with their villages.] But Ether, and 
Ashan were afterward given to the tribe of Simeon, (xix. 
7.) which may seem a prejudice to the interpretation which 
the Jews give of ver. 32. Unless we suppose these two 
places to be different from them, though called by the same 
name: as here is mention made of Ashnah, (ver. 43.) and 
there is one of the same name in the former division, ver. 33. 

Ver, 45. Ekron, ivith her towns and her villages*] The 
Hebrew word for towns signifies daughters; by which seem 
to be meant lesser cities, depending on Ekron, with their 
villages belonging to them. Gath and Askalon, perhaps; 
were such at this time; though, in future times, they grew 
up to be of more consideration, which may be the reason 
they are not here mentioned. For this, and the two fol- 
lowing verses, describe the lot of Jujlah in the west, upon 
the Mediterranean Sea, which cQmprehendcd all from Ek- 
ron to the river of Egypt. 

Ver. 48. And in the mountains.] From the plain he goes 
to the mountains, and distributes the cities there into five 
divisions.- 

Shamir and Jattir, &c] In this division there were eleven 
cities, among which was Kirjath-Sanna, (ver. 49.) which 
had three names. (See ver. 15.) 

Ver. 52. Arab and Dumah, &c] In this divisipn there 
were nine cities, (ver. 54.) which were in the mountainous 
country, in the middle, of Judca; as those mentioned be- 
fore and those that follow were. And therefore it is not 
true which the Jews say, that he reckons up only the cities 
in the skirts of the country, with which indeed he began. 
(See ver. 21.) 



VOL. II. 



* Ver. 55. Maon, Carmel, &c] This, and the two following 
verses, contain an account of ten cities and their villages in 
another division, two of which were near together ; for Na- 
bal dwelt in Maon, and had great possessions in Carmel, 
(1 Sam. xxv. 2.) There was another Maon in the deserts 
of Jeshimon, (1 Sam. xxiii. 1.) as there was another among 
the Moabites called Beth-Maon, the house or dwelling o£ 
Maon. The people of which, called Maonites, and, as 
some think, Mehunims, (Judg. x.10. 12. 2 Chron. xxvi. 7.) 
were very powerful, and some time oppressed the Israelites. 
And there was likewise another Carmel; for this is not the 
place where Elijah built an altar, and. offered sacrifices 
when he slew the prophets of Baal, (1 Kings xviii.) but a 
placefar distant from it, where Saul made himself a place 
when he returned from the conquest of the Amalekites; 
(1 Sam. xv. 12.) that is, encamped, as some will have it, 
and divided the spoil, or built a triumphant arch, as St. 
Jerome interprets : and where Nabal kept so many sheep, 
as are mentioned in the place forenamed ; and is the place 
the prophets mean (as Bochart conjectures) when they 
speak of the pastures of Carmel, Jer. 1.19. Amos i. 2. Mic. 
vii. 14. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 48.) * * _ 

Ver. 57. Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah, &c] The first of 
these cities, Conradus Pellicanus thinks, hath the same 
name with that called Kinah, (ver. 22.) though it be in a 
different place. And, indeed, in this division, consisting 
of ten cities, there are two whose names we had before, 
when he speaks of those in the skirts of the country, viz. 
Ziph and Zanoah. (See ver. 24. 34.) Which shews there 
were many cities in the same country of the same name. 

Gibeah and Timnah]' Arc* known places. (See Gen. 
xxxviii. 12.) 

Ver. 58. Halhul, Beth-zur, &c] In this and in the -fol- 
lowing verse is contained a small division of six cities; 
the most eminent of which was Beth-zur, which lay in the 
road from Jerusalem to Hebron, about twenty miles from 
it, as St. Jerome tells us.' 

Ver. 60. Kirjath-Baal, &c] Here are only two cities in 
this division, the first of which was called Kirjath-Jearim, 
as we read xviii. 14. and Baala, and Baal-Judah, 2 Sam. 
vii. 2. 1 Chron. xiii. 6. 

Ver. 61. In the wilderness.] So the Hebrews call those 
parts of the country which were but thinly inhabited ; as 
this was, wherein there were but six cities. Of this wilder- 
ness of Judah, we read frequently in the following books 
of Scripture; several parts of which are mentioned in the 
history of David, when he fled for fear of Saul, and lurked 
in this country: particularly in the wilderness of Ziph, 
] Sam. xxiii. 14. and of Maon, ver. 24,25. and of En-gedi, 
one of the places here mentioned,! Sam. xxiv. 1. and there 
was a part of the wilderness not far from Carmel, before- 
mentioned, 1 Sam. xxv. 14. • 

Ver. 62. Ttie city of salt.] Some take this to be Zoar, 
the littlo city unto which Lot was permitted to flee, at the 
destruction of Sodom: which is called the city of salt, 
either because it stood near the salt sea, or because Lot's 
wife was hereabouts turned iiito a pillar of salt. ' 

Ver. 63. As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jem- 
salem, the children of Judah could not drive them out.] This 
supposes that Jerusalem belonged to the children of Judah; 
and so it did in part, though not the whole ; for some of it 
was in the tribe of Benjamin, as shall be observed in its 
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proper place. The king of this city Joshua had vanquished, 
together with other four kings of the Amorites who joined 
in battle with him, (Josh. x.5. 23.) and in the conclusion of 
that chapter, he is said (ver. 42.) to have taken all these 
kings and their land at one time. But if Jerusalem was 
then taken, as well as the land about it, the strong-hold of 
Zion remained still in the hands of the Jebusites. And 
the Israelites not being able presently to people all the 
cities they had taken, the Jebusites recovered the city of 
Jerusalem, and got possession of it again ; from whence 
the children of Judah expelled them after the death of 
Joshua, (Judg. i. 8.) But still Mount Zion continued in 
their hands until tho reign of David. 

But the Jebusites dwell with the children of Judah at 
Jerusalem unto this day.] That is, in the fort of Zion, 
which was a part of it; whero they were so considerable, 
that the city was called the city of tho Jebusites, and its 
name Jebus, (Judg. xix. 10, 11.) There can be no doubt, 
I think, that these Jebusites were of the seed of Canaan, 
they being constantly numbered among the seven nations 
devoted to destruction. Yet some of the Jews have a Con- 
ceit, that the people here mentioned were derived from Abi- 
mclech, king of the Philistines ; with whom their forefather 
Isaac made a solemn league; and therefore the children of 
Judah did not expel them. So Kimchi. But this, it is 
evident, is a foolish imagination: for why did they expel 
them at the last, as they did, if they were to be kind to 
them upon this account? 

CHAR XVL 

Ver. 1. ThE lot of the children of Joseph.'] That is, of 
Ephraim, and that half of the tribe of Manasseh, which was 
not yet provided for. (See ver. 4.) One cannot but ob- 
serve the providence of God, in bringing up their lot next 
to Judah's. For, as he had the prerogative of being made 
the chief of all Jacob's children, (Gen. xlix. 10.) so Joseph 
had the privilege of the first-born transferred to his family. 
And therefore they are considered before any of the other 
tribes, except Judah. 

Fell from Jordan by Jericho.'] In the Hebrew, went forth 
from Jordan by the city of Jericho. Which was in the 
tribe of Benjamin; which tribe lay between the tribe of 
Judah and the tribe of Ephraim. 

Unto the water of Jericho on the east.] This is justly 
thought to be the water mentioned 2 Kings ii. 19 — 21. 
whose spring Elisha healed, by which the plain of Jericho 
was watered. (See Josephus, lib. v. de Bello Jud. cap. 4.) 

To the wilderness that goeth up from Jericho throughout 
Mount Beth-el.] It appears from xviii. 12, 13. that this was 
the wilderness of Beth-aven. 

Ver. 2. And goeth up from Beth-el to Luz.] Beth-el was 
a place so called, because Jacob there had tho famous 
Divine vision, mentioned Gen. xviii. It was nigh to tho 
city Luz, as appears from tho nineteenth verse of that 
chapter; but was distinct from the city itself, being in the 
neighbouring fields, where Jacob lay all night; though be- 
ing so near, it is likely afterward they became one city. 
But they who would hence infer, that this book could not 
be written by Joshua, because Luz was built after his death 
in the land of the Hittites, (Judg. i, 2G.) do merely trifle; 



for it is plain he doth not speak here of that Luz, but of 
the old one : for the country of the Hittites belonged to 
Hebron and Beer-sheba, and the r Mghbouring places in the 
land of Judah; unto which the author of this book could 
have no respect here in the description of the land of 
Ephraim. Therefore, when Luz and Bcth-el are said to 
be tho same, (xviii. 13. and Judg. i. 23.) the meaning can 
be no more, but that in length of time they were united; the 
inhabitants of Luz going into Beth-el. And of such coali- 
tions of two cities into one, there are six hundred examples, 
as Huetius speaks in his Demonstr. Evang. propos. iv. 
and therefore, I think Du Pin well translates this whole 
Yerse, in this manner, From Beth-el-Luz the border passeth 
along to Archi- Ataroth. 

And passeth' along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth.] 
Or rather, tlte borders of Archi-Ataroth, as both the LXX. 
and the Vulgar translate it; and as the words are in the 
Hebrew ; this being the same city which is afterward called 
Ataroth, yct. 7. it being usual to cut off the former part of 
the names of cities, as Bochartus observes in abundance of 
instances; and gives this for one, inPhaleg. lib. ii. cap.24. 

Ver. 3. And goeth down westward to the coast of Japh- 
tali.] It is not known where this place was, being no where 
else mentioned ; but it was in the western part of the land 
towards the Mediterranean. 

Unto the coast of BetMioron the nether.] See x. 10. 

And to Gezer.] This was one of the Levitical cities in 
this tribe of Ephraim, (Josh. xxi. 21.) And, as Is. Casau- 
bon hath proved at large, it was, in all probability, the city 
which Josephus and the author of the book of the Macca- 
bees call Gazara; and is mentioned as a neighbouring city 
to Joppa, Azotus, and Jamnia. (See his annot. upon lib. 
xvi. Strabonis, p. 2G1, 2G2.) 

And the goings out thereof are at the sea.] The Vulgar 
hath it, at the great sea: which is certainly here meant; 
this being a short description of the lot of this tribe from 
Jordan on, the east to the Mediterranean on the west. 

Ver. 4. So the children of Joseph, Manasseh, and Ephraim, 
took their inheritance.] According to the following mea- 
sures. Which give a more particular account of what is 
before said in general. 

Ver. 5. And the border of the children of Ephraim, accord- 
ing to their families.] And, first, he shews what was given 
to Ephraim, reserving the description of Manasseh 's por- 
tion to the next chapter. 

Even the border of their inheritance on the east side.] The 
north-east. For he describes, though grossly, only the 
breadth of this lot from south to north. 

Was Ataroth-adar, unto Beth-horon the upper.] The 
first of those was in the south, and the latter in the north. 

Ver. G. And' the border went out towards the sea.] From 
Beth-horon the upper this northern border went on one side 
westward, towards the Mediterranean. 

ToMkhmethah on the north side.] And on the other side 
eastward towards Jordan. This is very obscurely ex- 
pressed ; but it appears, from what follows, it must be thus 
interpreted. 

And the border went about eastward unto Taanath-Shiloh.] 
Still proceeded further eastward unto this place; the name 
of which only is now kuown. 

And passed by it on the east to Janohah.] Another place 
easterly, of which we are now ignorant. For there are no 
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records left to make us understand whereabouts in the east 
it was situated ; which was perfectly understood when this 
country was inhabited by the Ephraimites. 

Ver. 7. And it went down from Jdnohah to Ataroth, and 
Naarath, and came to Jericho.'] Not to the very city, for 
that belonged to Benjamin ; but to the country adjoining. 

And ivent out at Jordan.] Which was the eastern bounds 
of this country* . 

Ver, 8. And the border went out from Tappuah west- 
ward unto the river Kanah.] He returns to describe the 
length of it from east to west; if the river or brook Kanah 
be the same with the brook Cherith, mentioned 1 King3 
xvii. 3. And s& not only Adricoinius understands it, but 
that great man'Bochartus; who observes, it was called the 
brook Cherith, from the Hebrew word cara, which signifies 
to eat or feed, because here God commanded the ravens to 
feed Elijah; and it was called Kanah, from the multitude 
of reeds which grew there (and so the Vulgar here translates 
it, the valley of reeds), in which it may be supposed Elijah 
lay hid. (Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 14.) But there 
is so much to be objected against this situation of the brook 
Kanah, that I must leave it in suspense whether it were in 
the east, or in the west; and confess, with Conradus Pelli- 
canus, that as none of the Hebrews or Latins have given a 
satisfactory account of these four last verses, so I do not 
pretend to it 

And the goings out thereof were at the sea.] "Where sea 
alone is mentioned, it is commonly understood to signify 
the Mediterranean; which quite overthrows the opinion, 
which makes Kanah the same with Cherith. But the Vulgar 
hero took it for the salt sea (adding the word salsissimum), 
which favours the forenamed opinion. 

This is the inheritance of the tribe of Ephraim by their 
families.] A gross description of it. 

Ver. 9. And the separate cities for the children of Ephraim 
were among the inheritance of the children of Manasseh, &c] 
What these separate cities were cannot now be known, 
because we have not a particular account given of all the 
cities of this tribe (as we had of Judah), but only of those 
which were the limits of their country. But they seem to 
have'been some cities in the tribe of Manasseh, which were 
inhabited by the children of Ephraim, though the territories 
about them belonged to the ManassiteS, and were occu- 
pied by them. (See xvii. 8, 9.) 

Ver. 10. And they drove not out tlie Canaanites that 
dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwell among the 
Ephraimites unto this day.] The inhabitants of Gezer were 
properly Canaanites ; who dwelt upon the sea-coast, where 
Gezer was situated. (See ver. 3.) This is mentioned also 
Judg. i. 29. 

And serve under tribute.] They so far subdued them, as 
to make them tributaries; and, some fancy, imposed on 
them the precepts of the sons of Noah. But they ought to 
have destroyed them, and were forbidden to make peace 
with them upon any conditions. (Seo Judg. ii. 1 — 3.) Un- 
less Grotius's conjecture be true, that the inhabitants of 
Gezer submitted and accepted the terms of peace, which 
Joshua was bound to offer them, before he began the war ; 
as the Girgashites, he thinks, also did; who remained even 
in our Saviour's time : for they delivered up themselves at 
the first summons to surrender; which is the reason, he 
imagines, that they are omitted in the enumeration of their 
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enemies, both in xi. 1. and in Dent. xx. 17. (See his annot 
on his thirteenth chapter of the second book de Jure Belli 
et Pacis, sect. 4.) , 

This city, and the people of it, were destroyed in Solo- 
mon's time by Pharaoh, king of Egypt ; who made a pre- 
sent of it to his daughter, Solomon's wife; who thereupon 
rebuilt it, (1 Kings ix. 16, 17,) Till then the -Canaanites 
lived in it ; from whence Spinoza would have it concluded, 
that this book was not written by Joshua, because we find 
the same thing recorded in the book of Judges, (i. 29.) 
which is of a later date. But this is a very frivolous cavil; 
for, as Huetius well observes, if an historian should have 
said in the life of Tiberius the Germans were not destroyed, 
the same might, in like manner, have been said in Ithe life of 
Vespasian; and just so, when Joshua saith the Geizerites 
were not cut off by the Ephraimites, it did not hinder him 
that wrote in the following age from saying the same; be- 
cause they still remained in the possession of their ancient 
habitation. 

CHAP. XVIL 

■ 

Ver. 1; JL HERE was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh.] 
That half of it which had no portion on the other side 
Jordan. 

For he was the first-born of Joseph.] I cannot make any 
sense of this ; and therefore think the particle ki should be 
translated though, not for. And then the meaning is plain 
enough> that the lot of Manasseh came up lifter that of 
Ephraim (not before it), though he was the first-born of Jo- 
seph; for Jacob had preferred Ephraim before him, (Gen. 
xlviii. 19, 20.) 

For Machir, the first-born of Manasseh.] And his only 
son, from whom sprung such a multitude, that there was no 
room for them all on the other side Jordan; but part of 
them were to be disposed of here. 

The father of Gilead.] Numb. xxvi. 29. 

Because he tvas a man ofivar.] This is generally thought 
to relate to Machir; who had done some famous exploits 
in the skirmishes they had with some neighbouring people 
while they wero in Egypt, (see 1 Chron. vii. 21, 22.) for he 
was not alive to fight when they came to Canaan. 

TJierefore he had Gilead and Bashan.] A share in this 
country; for some of it was given to the Reubenites and 
Gadites, xiii. 25. but the Gileadites were also planted here; 
(ver. 31.) for, inheriting the valour of their progenitor, they 
were fit to defend this frontier-country. 

Ver. 2. And there was also a lot for the rest of the chil- 
dren of Manasseh by their families.] A great part of the 
Manassites being disposed of before they passed over 
Jordan, now follows the lot which fell to the rest, whose 
several families he names. 

For the children of Abiezer, and for the children ofHelei, 
and for the children of Asriel, and for the children ofSlte- 
chem, and for the children ofllepher, and for the children of 
Shemida.] These six families descended from Gilead, as 
we read Numb. xxvi. 30, &c. Where the first of them, who 
is here called Abiezer, is there called Jeezer. 

These are the male-children ofManasseh, the son of Jo- 
seph, by their families.] He uses the expression of male- 
children to introduce what follows concerning the females. 
And they are called the children ofManasseh, because they 
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inherited in his right; being families descended from him. 
(See Selden, de Sueeessionibus, cap. 22.) 

Ver, 3. But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son ofGi- 
lead, the son ofMachir, the son of Manasseh.] Here he re- 
cites their pedigree from the son of Joseph. 

Had 7io sons, but daughters.'] And so could not make a 
family in Manasseh; and consequently have no share in 
the land. ; 

And these are the names of his daughters, Mahlah, and 
Noah, &c] See Numb. xxvi. 33. 

Ver. 4. And they came near before Eleazar tJte priest, and 
before Joshua the son of Nun, and before the princes.] To 
whom God had committed the care of dividing the several 
lots, (xiv. 1. Numb, xxxiv. 17, 18.) 

Saying, The Lord commanded Moses to give ns an inherit- 
ance among our brethren.'] See Numb, xxvii. G, 7. 

Therefore, according to the commandment of the Lord, he 
gave the man inheritance among the brethren of their father.] 
Or, an inheritance was given them, according to this com- 
mandment of God to Moses, by Eleazar and Joshua, and 
the rest who were appointed to divide the land. For after 
the lot had determined what land every tribe should have, 
Eleazar, Joshua, and the princes, considered how. many 
families there were in the tribe, and how large they were ; 
and accordingly divided it among them. So Numb. xxvi. 
55, 56. imports. 

Ver. 5. And there fill ten portions to Manasseh.] For 
there were six portions given to six sons : but the portion 
of Hepher, the last of them, being divided into five parts 
among his five daughters, therfe were ten portions in all. 
(See Selden, de Succession, cap. 23.) Which ten portions 
being assigned to so many families, Eleazar, Joshua, and 
the princes, were not concerned any further in dividing these 
ten portions into lesser, among several households; but 
that, 1 suppose, they agreed among themselves. 

Besides the land of Gilead and Bashan,ivhich were on the 
other side Jordan.] Mentioned before, ver. I. 

Ver. 6. Because the daughters of Manasseh.] That is, of 
Zelophehad, descended from Manasseh. 

Had an inheritance among his sons.] Being considered as 
heirs to their father. 

And the rest ofManasselCs sons.] Which were not of the 
six families beforementioried. * 

Had the land of Gilead.] On the other side Jordan, as 
hath been often said ; and is again repeated, to prevent all 
contentions that might arise about their portions. 

Ver. 7. And the coast of Manasseh teas from Asher to 
Michmethah, that lieth before Shechem.] This was the south 
border, which w T ent from a city called Asher, to another 
called Michmethah; which was over against a city in the 
tribe of Ephraim, called Shechem. 

And the border went along on the right hand unto the in- 
habitants of En-tappuah.] And so to those that lived in the 
land of Tappuah, leaving Tappuah itself on the right hand. 

Ver. 8. Noiv Manasseh had the land of Tappuah.] All 
the territory adjoining to this city belonged to the tribe of 
Manasseh. 

But Tappuah, on the border of Manasseh, belonged to the 
children of Ephraim.] But the city itself, which lay on the 
confines of their country, was one of those separated cities 
spoken of in the foregoing chapter, (ver. 9.) in which the 
children of Ephraim dwelt. 
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Ver. 9. And lite coast descended unto the river Kanah, 
southward of the river.] Concerning this place, see ver. 8. 
of the foregoing chapter. 

These cities of Ephraim are among the cities of Manasseh.] 
That is, the cities on the coast beforementioned were in- 
habited by the Ephraimites, as well as Tappuah; though 
they were in the tribe of Manasseh. For these two tribes 
were nearer of kin than any other ; and so greater friend- 
ship was intended to be established between them. 

The coast also of Manasseh was on the north side of tlie 
river^] By the coast of Manasseh, is meant the cities inha- 
bited by the Manassites ; which were all on the north side 
of this river. As all those on the /south side of it, though 
belonging to the Manassites, were inhabited by the chil- 
dren of Ephraim. 

And the goings out of it were at the sea.] The coast men- 
tioned in the beginning of the verse, ended at the Mediter- 
ranean Sea. 

Ver. 10. Southward it tvas Ephraim's, and northward it 
was Manasseh's, and the sea is his border.] These words 
express how these two tribes lay, with respect to each other : 
Ephraim on the south, and Manasseh on the north ; and 
both bounded on the west by the Mediterranean. 

And they met together in Asher on the north, and in Iss«- 
char on the east.] Though on the south the tribe of Manas- 
seh was wholly joined to the tribe of Ephraim, yet on the 
north-west, towards the great sea, it had the tribe of Asher 
on the confines of it ; and on the east (towards Jordan and 
the sea of Tiberias) .the tribe of Issachar. So Conradus 
Pellicanus rightly explains" these words. For both the 
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh could not touch these 
other tribes. 

. Ver. 11. And Manasseh had in Issachar, and in Asher.] 
As Ephraim had some towns in the tribe of Manasseh, so 
Manasseh had some in the tribes of Issachar and Asher, 
unto whom, in the north-west, and the east, they were near 
neighbours. 

Beth-sltean and her towns.] This was a place not far from 
the sea of Tiberias beforementioned, and near Jordan. 

And Ibleam and her towns.] It appears by 2 Kings ix. 
27. that it was not far from Megiddo, mentioned in the lat- 
ter end of this verse. 

Tlie inhabitants of Dor and her towns.] Concerning Dor, 
seexi. 2. whose inhabitants (as also those of the other 
cities following) are here mentioned ; because, it seems, 
they possessed the people (whom they ought to havo de- 
stroyed), as well as their cities and towns, making them 
their slaves. 

And the inhabitants of Endor and her towns.] The 
city whither Saul went to consult with the witch. It wtis 
not far from Mount Tabor ; which was in the confines of 
the tribe of Issachar. 

And the inhabitants of Taanach'and her towns.] This 
city lay not far from the other; and was one of those given 
to the Levites, (xxi. 25.) 

And the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns.] This 
was near tlie former; not far from tlie brook Kishon, 
(Judg. v. 19.) 

Even three countries.] Or rather, three parts of those 
countries beforementioned. 

Ver. 12. Yet tlie children of Manasseh could not drive out 
the inJiabitants of those cities.] Through want of faith in 
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God, and of zeal to perform his commands; which made 

them. slack in their attempts to expel the inhabitants of 

this country. 

R»/ the Canaanites tvould dwell in that land.] Finding 
themselves strong enough to mammm n, «gu.u U v J — ^ ^ ° 

ble endeavours as they used to conqueT it. 

Ver. 13. Yet it came to pass, when the children of Israel 
tvere waxen strong, that they put tlie Canaanites to tribute.'] 
When they were more numerous and expert in war, not 
only the Manassites, but they of other tribes also, brought 
the Canaanites to be tributaries to them. 

But did not utterly drive them out J] In which they griev- 
ously offended against God's command, (Deut. xx. 16 — 18.) 
Ver. 14. And the children qf Joseph spake unto Joshua.] 
Both they of Ephraim, and they of Manasseh, (ver. 17.) 

Saying , Why hast thou given me but one lot and one por- 
tion to inherit; seeing lama great people.] They were dis- 
contented with their Jot, which they thought too strait for 
them ; because they were so very numerous, that the coun- 
try which was assigned them was little enough for one of them. 
Forasmuch as the Lord hath blessed me hitherto.] Multi- 
plied them exceedingly, as appears from Numb. xxvi. 
34. 37. 

Ver. 15. And Joshua answered them, If thou be a great 
people.] Though he was their flesh arid blood, yet Joshua 
would not humour them; but returns their argument upon 
them, that since they were so great a people, they should 
do as here follows. 

Then get thee up to the whole country.] Which was in the 
highlands, (ver. 18.) which is full of trees; for Aba, as Bo- 
cbart observes, signifies very thick woods, (lib. ii. Ca- 
naan, cap. 9.) 
And cut down for thyself there.] Make it habitable. 
In the land of the Perizzites.'] Who were a rough unci- 
vilized people, living in these mountainous forests, as 
Bochart gathers from this place ; and thinks they had their 
name from thence. Because they did not live in cities and 
towns, but in those Pagi that were in the woods; which 
the Hebrews call Phcrazoth ; from whence the Pagani, the 
people who lived in those places, were called Pherazim : 
lib. iv. Phaleg. cap. 3G. 

And of the giants.] There were some of the Rephaim (as 
the Hebrew word is) still remaining here ; or it was a place 
where they had been wont to dwell. 

Jf Mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee!] If that noble 
mount which was given them for their portion, with the 
refit of the land beforcmentioned (which is included in the 
name of Mount Ephraim, the principal part being put for the 
whole) did not afford them room enough, he exhorts them 
to enlarge their bounds, by taking in those woodlands be- 
forementioned. 

Ver. 10. And the children of Joseph said, The hill is not 
enough fortes.] They still insisted, that if they could get 
possession of the woody mountain, and destroy all the in- 
habitants, and cut down all the trees, it would not be suffi- 
cient to contain them. 

And all t lie Canaanites that dwell in the land of the valley.] 
But if it would, they further allege, they had no hope to 
conquer it; because, before they could come at it, they 
must encounter those that lived in the valley below it, who 
were too strong for them. 
Have chariots of iron.] Before which they were not able 



to stand : for he doth not mean chariots made of iron, but 
armed with iron ; which the ancients called currus falcati, 
in Greek $p£7ravo<j>vpoc having a kind of scythes of two cu- 
bits fastened to long axle-trees. on bolh wheels; which 

1 Y"~~u/ 1 "'* «v t; ^1v thrnno-h a bodv of men, made errcat 

slaughter, mowing them downline gfa»s ui \&i U ? Ii£«* 

phon gives a description of them in his Cyropsedia, lib. vi. 
and Quintus Curtius, lib. iv. cap. 9. Vegetius also, dc Re 
Militari, lib. . iii. cap. 24. Bonfrerius hath heaped up 
abundance on this subject; and so hath Joh. Conradus 
Dietericus in his Antiq. Biblicae, p. 329, &c. where he ob- 
serves Xenophon imagined Cyrus to have been the inventor 
of these chariots; which had been in use among the. Ca- 
naanites eight hundred years before. 

Both they who are of Beth-shean and her totvns, and they 
who are in the valley of Jezreel.] Which cities, it seems, 
lay near to this mountain, unto which Joshua directed them, 
and both of them possessed by.the Canaanites. 

Ver. 17. And Joshua spake unto the house of Joseph, even 
. unto Ephraim and Manasseh.] He was not moved, by their 
objections, from his resolution ; but told them, . * * 

Tliou art a great people, and hast great power.] That, by 
their own confession, they were very numerous ; and con- 
sequently, of great power. 

Tliou shalt not have one lot only.] And therefore need- 
not be straitened in their habitation; which they said was 
not sufficient for one tribe. 

. Ver. 18.. But the mountain shall be thine.'] For they 
should have the mountain added to their portion; which 
he could not enlarge any other way, it being settled by a " 
-Divine decree. 

For it is a wood, and thou shalt cut it down.] Or, though 
it be a wood, yet they could cut it down, and grub it up ; 
and then it would afford a commodious habitation. 

And the goings out of it shall be thine.] They should have 
the product of it: or, all the country below in the valley 
(ver. 1G.) should be theirs also. 

And thou shall drive out the Canaanites, though they have 
iron chariots, and though they be strong.] He answers all 
their objections (ver. 1G.) with an assurance that they 
should be able, with God's help, to dispossess the present 
inhabitants, notwithstanding their great force and power.: 
for so God had commanded them to believe, and not to be • 
afraid of their chariots, which now seemed so terrible to 
them. (See Deut. xx. 1.) . 

CHAP. XVIIL 

Ver. 1. JjLND the tvhole congregation of the children of 
Israel.] All their elders and heads of their tribes, who repre- 
sented tho people of Israel ; and are sometimes meant by the 
whole congregation, as Com. Bertram hath shewed in many 
instances, particularly in 1 Chron. xiii. 1, 2, &c. (See L. dc 
Repub. Judaica, in the latter end of cap. G. and cap. 11.) 
But here it may well signify the whole body of the people, 
who accompanied the ark to settle it in a new place. 

Assembled together at Shiloh.] A place in the tribe of 
Ephraim, not far from Jerusalem ; and, tfs the great primate 
of Ireland thinks, the same with Salem. But I do not find 
any .ground for that opinion. 

And set up the tabernacle of the congregation there.] 
Which had hitherto remained in Gilgal ; but now, by God's 
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order, no doubt, (for he was to choose the place of his own 

residence, Deut xii. 5. 11. 14, &c.) was removed thither; 

together with the camp of Israel, which tarried so long in 

Gilgal, merely because the tabernacle was there. If it be 

inquired, what token God gave of his choice of th\* ni**^ 
mt **-*- , < -S*l juv. uouKl./perhaps it was 

by giving some extraordinary token of his approbation, by 
accepting their sacrifices ; or, it may be, they consulted 
him in this case by the oracle ofurim and tlmmmim. For 
when ho made choice of Mount Sion, an angel bade the pro- 
phet Gad tell David he should setup an altar in the thrash- 
ing-floor of Oman ; and there God answered him by fire, 
&e. (See 1 Chrbn. xxi.18. 26.) Now the reason of its 
being translated to Shiloh, it is likely, was because it would 
have been too far, after the division of the land, for all the 
tribes of Israel to go to Gilgal, to perform all that the law 
required to be done at the tabernacle; Which was now 
indispensably to be performed, though while they lived in 
the wilderness they did not live by these rules, (Deut. xii. 
8 — 10.) and, perhaps, while they continued unsettled in Ca- 
naan could not exactly observe them. This place also was 
very convenient for all. the tribes to' resort unto ; and like- 
wise very safe, being guarded by the two powerful tribes of 
Judah and Ephraim. And it was, as I said, in the lot of 
the latter; for it was fit it should be where Joshua was ; 
who, being of this tribe, lived among them. Here it is 
thought the tabernacle continued for the space of three hun- 
dred and fifty years, till the days of Samuel; but our pri- 
mate beforementioned reckons no more than three hundred 
and twenty-eight years. 

And the land was subdued before them.~\ Or rather, for 
the land was subdued, &c. that is, continued quiet, without 
any opposition from the old inhabitants, sinee the conquest 
mentioned xi. 23. 

Vcr. 2. And there remained among the children of Israel 
seven tribes, which had not yet received their inheritance^] 
For whom no lot had been drawn at Gilgal. The reason 
of which was, perhaps, because the last mentioned tribes, 
of the house of Joseph, were not satisfied with the division 
which was begun to be made there. And therefore Joshua 
stopped his proceedings till he had made anew survey of 
the whole country. In order to which, God commanded 
. him to remove hither; from whenee, being in the middle of 
the country, they might do it more easily; and also give 
the children of Joseph greater content, by settling God's 
house among them. 

Ver. 3. And Joshua said unto the children of Israel] 
Unto the congregation beforementioned, ver. 1. 

How long are you slack to go to possess the land, which 
the Lord God of your fathers hath given you?] He doth not 
blame them for not taking possession of the land which was 
conquered, without God's direction, by a lot (for that was 
expressly commanded), but for their being so slow to con- 
sider of, and propound some means of making such an 
equal division, as they desired ; that they might take pos- 
session of the land, where their lot should fall. 

Ver. 4. Give out from among you three men for each 
tribe.] He therefore himself propounds a method for their 
satisfaction ; and sueh a one as they could not dislike, viz. 
that they should choose three men (for he would not ap- 
point them, but only give them orders what to do) out of 
each of the seven remaining tribes that were not provided 



for ; or rather, out of the nine tribes and a half; that they 
who had already received their portion, might be willing 
to resign up some part of it, if uiey found, upon the survey, 

there was not sufficient left for their brethren. 

a~.i t ■*<,"•, wm tney snail rise, and go through 

the land.] Give them orders to go immediately through the 
whole country ; both that which was divided, and that 
which was not. 

And describe it.] Set down not only the dimensions of it, 
but its condition and quality; whether barren or fruitful, 
mountainous or plain, &c. 

According to the inheritance of them.] Making so many 
parts in the description, as there remain tribes that want 
their inheritance. Thus the next verse teaches' us to 
explain it. 

: And they shall come again to me.] Make their report to 
him, when they had done, that he might judge of it. 

Ver. 5. And they shall divide it -into seven parts.] Of 
equal extent, with a just respect, as Joscphus observes,not 
merely to the quantity of ground, but the goodness of the 
soil. But there was no respect to the greater or lesser num- 
ber of persons in each tribe; for then these men had given 
each tribe their portion, and there had been no need of a 
lot. Their business was to divide the country into seven 
equal portions, and leave God to appoint which portion 
should fall to eaeh tribe : who would have no reason to 
complain, when the division was made by themselves. 

Judah shall abide in their coast on the south, and the house 
of Joseph shall abide in their coasts on the north.] But the 
lot of Judah, which was southerly, and the lot of Ephraim 
and Manasseh, which, with respect to the former, was 
northerly, were not to be altered. But these tribes were to 
remain undisturbed in their possessions, unless it should 
bo found that they had more than they needed, and others 
had less. For this was tho very reason of making a new 
and more exact survey of the country, than had been made 
before the first division; that there might be an allotment 
made more to every 'one's satisfaction, when they had a 
more perfect account of all tho land. Accordingly, it is evi- 
dent, that the tribe of Judah (by common consent, no doubt) 
parted with some of their portion to the Simeonites, and the 
Danites, whose lot appeared to be too scanty, (xix. 29.41.) 

Ver. 6. Ye shall therefore describe the land into seven 
parts, and bring the description hither to me.] When the 
men, who were appointed to measure the country, had 
divided it into seven parts, he orders that the description 
thus divided should be laid before him. 

That I may cast lots for you here before the Lord.] 
Whereby their possessions were settled and established by 
a Divine authority. For the lots being drawn before the 
sanctuary, God was desired to declare what portion every 
tribe should have. Accordingly, it was their duty to look 
upon it as a sacred appointment, and to be contented with 
it; for it was done at tho very door of the tabernacle, as 
we read, xix. ult. 

Ver. 7. But the Levites have no part among you, for the 
priesthood of the Lord is their inheritance.] He declared, 
what had been often said before, that in this division of the 
land, the priests and Levites were to have no share ; God 
having otherwise provided for them. (See xiii. 14. 32. 
xiv. 3.) 

And Gad, and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manasseh, 
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have received their inheritance beyond Jordan, &c] And, as 
for the rest, no care was to be taken of them in this divi- 
sion; because Moses had provided for them before they 
came over Jordan. 

Ver. 8. And the men arose, and went aivay.] Being chosen 
by their brethren (as Joshua directed, ver. 4.) to act in their 
name. 

And Joshua cJtarged tliem that went to describe the land, 
saying, Go, and tvalk through the land, and describe it, &c] 
Before they went, Joshua gave them a charge to do the 
business they went about with care and fidelity ; using 
their best diligence to be truly and fully informed : and at 
their return, give Mm an account, that he might put an end 
to all disputes, by desiring God to assign every tribe their 
portion. 

Tliat I may here cast lots for you before the Lord in 
Shiloh.] These words sound as if he gave this charge to 
them in the presence of God, before the sanctuary, that 
they might be excited to execute his orders with greater 
diligence. 

Ver. 9. And the men went and passed through the land.] 
Through the whole country which they had conquered. 

And described it by cities.] Set down the name of every 
city, and its villages, and the territory about it, with its 
situation. For so, I suppose, Joshua charged them. 

Into seven parts in a book.] In which were seven maps, 
as we noAV call them ; which made a chorographical de- 
scription of all the cities, towns, mountains, plains, woods, 
and all other conditions of the soil. 

And came again to Joshua to the host at Shiloh.] For th& 
tabernacle being removed hither, the camp followed it, as 
I observed, ver.l. And here it remained till the land was 
divided among the seven tribes. Which could not be done 
in a short time ; for Josephus saith they were seven months 
in taking this survey, and makingthe forenamed description. 

Ver. 10. And Joshua.] With the assistance of Eleazar 
and the princes, (xiv. 1.) 

Cast lots for them in Shiloh before the Lord.] As he told 
them he would, ver. 6. The manner of it, sec upon Numb. 
xxvi. 55, 56. 

And there Joshua divided the land unto the children of 
Israel, according to their divisions.] That is, according to 
the divisions made by the surveyors; which were so just 
and equal, that all consented the lot should determine what 
part should belong to them. 

Ver. 11. And the lot of the tribe of Benjamin came up.] 
The providence of God so ordered it, that his children 
should have the first lot of these seven, next to the children 
of Joseph, they two being the only sons of Rachel, Jacob's 
beloved wife. 

According to their families.] To be divided according to 
their families. 

And the coast of their lot came forth between the children 
of Judah.] Who lay on the south of them. 

And tlie children of Joseph.] For the Ephraimitcs lay on 
the north of them. And it is observable, that in the bless- 
ing of Moses, Benjamin is placed between Judah and 
Joseph (Levi having no inheritance among them), which 
prophecy of Moses by this lot was exactly fulfilled con- 
cerning him, (Deut. xxxiii. 12.) 

Ver. 12. And their border on the north side was from 
Jordan; and the border went up to the side of Jericho on 



the north side.] Just thus the south border of Ephraim 
proceeded from Jordan by Jericho, which was in the tribe 
of Benjamin. (See xvi. 1. 7.) 

And went up through the mountain westward.] Through 
the mountainous country, which lay on the north of Jericho^ 
it went up to the western part of the country. 

And the goings out thereof were at the wilderness of Beth* 
aven.] A place near Beth-el, which in aftertimes (when 
they committed foul idolatry there) was called Beth-aven, 
a house or place of iniquity, (Hosea iv. 15. x. 8.) 

Ver. 13. And the border went out from thence towards 
Luz, to the side ofLuz (which is Beth-el) southward.] On 
the south side of that city. (See xvi. 2.) The Jews think 
there were two Beth-els ; one here named in the confines of 
Benjamin and Joseph, Avhere Jacob had the vision of the 
ladder reaching up to heaven, and the other Beth-el near 
to Ai, (viii. 6. 17.) 

And the border descended to Atarotliradar.] Called in the 
plate forenamed, (xvi. 2.) Archi-Ataroth. 

Near the hill that lieth on the south side of the nether Beth' 
horon.] A city in the tribe of Ephraim, (xvi. 3.) called the 
nether, because there was a higher hard by it in the moun- 
tain adjoining. Though others will have the two Beth- 
horons to have been at a great distance; one in the moun- 
tains of Ephraim, the other in the valley near Jordan. 

Ver. 14. And the border was drawn thence.] In a line 
bending westward, as appears by what follows in the end 
of the verse; which tells us the western border began from 
Beth-horon the nether. 

And compasseth the corner of the sea southward, from the 
hill that lieth before Beth-horon.] I cannot give any account 
of this border, according to our translation: for, it is cer- 
tain, it did not compass any corner of the Mediterranean 
(and no other sea can be here meant), nor came near unto 
it. Therefore, by peath, which we translate corner, must 
be understood the side of the sea. As if he had said, It ran 
along in a parallel line to the sea. So the Vulgar hath it, 
over against the sea; and the LXX. to the same purpose. 
And the word southward is joined by the Vulgar, not to 
the sea, but to the next words, southward from the hill that 
lieth before Beth-horon. 

1 Southward.] That is, the hill was to the south of Beth- 
horon, as we read in the verse before. 

And the goings out thereof were at Kirjath-Baal (which 
is Kirjath-Jearim),a city of Judah.] See xv. CO.- 

Tliis was the west quarter.] Here the peath beforemen- 
tioned (for it is the same word we before translate corner), 
the west side, or quarter, ended : for that is meant by its 
goings out. 

Ver. 15. And the south quarter.] The same word again 
in the Hebrew; viz. peath. 

Was from the end of Kirjath-Jearim, and the border went 
out on the west.] Did not go directly south, but bordered 
something towards the sea, till it came to the well of waters 
of Nephtoah, as this verse concludes. (See xv. 9.) By 
considering of which, and the foregoing and following 
verses, it Avill be unnecessary to say much of this south 
border of Benjamin, it being the same with the north 
border of Judah. For the very same places are named 
here that are there, and in the same order ; with this differ- 
ence only, that in describing this border, he proceeds from 
the, west towards the east j but in describing that of Judah 
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from the cast towards the west. So that Kirjath-Jearim is 
there the north limits of Jndah, as it is here the south limits 
of Benjamin. 

r Ver. 16; And the border came down to the end' of the 
mountain that lieth before the valley of the son of Hinnom, 
&c] See xv. 8. 
° And descended to En-rogel.] See xv. 7. 
, Ver. 17. And was drawn from the north, and went forth 
toEn-shemesh,and went forth towards Geliloth.] See there ; 
where this place is called Gilgal. 

. IVhich is over against the going vp to Adiimmim, and de- 
scended to the stone of Bohan, the son of' Reuben.} See 
there, and ver. 6. 

• Ver. 18. And passed along towards the side of Arabah 
northward; and went down unto Arabah.'] Called Beth- 
Arabah, xv. 6. and so the LXX. have it here in this verse. 

Ver. 19. And the border passed along to the side of Betlt- 
hoglah northward.] Leaving Beth-hoglah on the north of 
it, (see xv. 6.) 

. - And the outgoings of the border were at the north bay of 
the salt sea.] Its utmost progress was to the tongue or 
bay of the salt sea, which is on the north part of it. 
. At the south end of Jordan.] Where Jordan ends towards 
the south ; being swallowed up by the salt sea. 

This was the south coast.] That is, hither it reached, and 
Jiere it ended. r .\ . • . 

Ver. 20. And Jordan was the border of it on the east 
side.] Till, near Jericho, it met with the bounds of the tribe 
of Ephraim and Manasseh. 

. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, by 
the coasts thereof round about.] That is, a description of 
its bounds on all sides. 

According to their families.] Which was divided among 
as many families as were in that tribe. 

Ver. 21. Now the cities of the tribe of the children of 
Benjamin, according to their families, were Jericho.] Hav- 
ing given a description of the bounds of the country, he 
sets down the principal cities in it. The first of which was 
well known, viz. Jericho ; the territory of which remained, 
though the city itself was destroyed. And perhaps there 
were some houses there, though without walls or gates; 
which seem to be the only things which Joshua commanded 
should not be built, (vi. 26.) 

• And Beth-hoglaji.] A city nigh to Jericho ; not far from 
the river Jordan. 

. And the valley of ICeziz.] Rather, E?ner-Keziz; for he 
speaks of a city, not of a valley. Or, it may be interpreted, 
Keziz in the valley; that is, in the plain of Jericho. 

Ver. 22. And Beth-Arabah.] This city is reckoned to 
Jndah, (xv. 61.) being, it seems, in the confines of both' 
tribes. It stood also in the plain of Jericho, signifying as 
much as domus campestns, a* habitation in the fields: 
for there were large fields about it, as Boehartus supposes ; 
from whence a place in Assyria, for this reason, was called 
Oraba, as he shews, lib. iv. Phaleg. cap. 21. 

And Zemaraim.] A city, it is probable, built by Zemari, 
the tenth son of Canaan, (Gen. x. 18.) There was a moun- 
tain also called by this name^ from this city, it is likely. 
For though it is said to bo in Mount Ephraim, 2 Chron. 
xiii. 14.- it might also, in part, belong to Benjamin, as 
Pctharaba and the next cities did belong to two tribes. 

And Beth-el.] A city in the confines of tho tribe of Eph- 



raim and of Benjamin, which seems to have belonged to 
both. 

Ver. 23. And Avim, and Par 4k, and Ophrah.] We know 
no more of these cities but their names. 

Ver. 24; And Chephar-haammonai, and Ophni.] These 
also arc unknown cities. 

And Gaba.] This is often named in Scripture, and called 
Gibeah, being that place where the foul fact was com- 
mitted which almost ruined this tribe, (Judg. xix.) And is 
called Gibeah of Saul, because it was his native country, 
where he made his residence after he was king, (1 Sam. x. 
26.) And it was one of the cities of the priests, (Josh, 
xxi. 17.) 

Twelve cities with their villages.] Which seem to have, 
been in the eastern part of their country. 

Ver. 25. Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth.] The first of 
these is well-known from the story of its ancient inhabit- 
ants, related in the ninth chapter of this book. It was also 
a city of the priests, (xxi. 17.) and seated on a hill,, as its 
very name imports. Ramah also was an eminent city on 
the north side of Jerusalem, as Bethlehem was on the south. 
So that Jerusalem was in the road from the one to the 
other; as appears from the man that went from Bethlehem- 
Judah to Ramah, (Judg. xix. 2. 11. 13.) 

Beeroth also is notorious upon this account, that it was 
one of the cities which cunningly joined with Gibeon to de- 
ceive Joshua and procure a peace with them, (ix. 17.) 

Ver. 26. And Mizpeh.] There were several cities of this 
name, as I have noted before, (xv. 38.)* And this was in 
the confines of the tribe of Judah; so that it seems to 
have belonged both to them and to Benjamin, as several 
others did. 

And Chephirah.] Another of the cities depending upon 
Gibeon, (ix. 17.) 

And Mozah.] An unknown city. 

Ver. 27. And Rekem.] This is a city mentioned both by 
Eusebius and St. Jerome; but they do. not say where it was, 
nor so much as name the two next, Irpeel and Taralah. 

Ver. 28. And Zelah, Eleph.] Two cities, of which no 
more than the names are remaining. Eusebius and St. Je- 
rome mention the former as in the tribe of Benjamin, but 
say no more. 

AndJebusi, tvhich is Jerusalem.] Sec xv. 63. where it is 
reckoned to the tribe of Judah; for both that tribe and Ben- 
jamin had an interest in it. The old city belonged to the 
tribe of Benjamin ; unto which an addition being made, it 
belonged to Judah (as some make account) ; that is, the 
north part, with Mount Moriah, was in the portion of Ben- 
jamin; but the south part, wherein Mount Sion was, be- 
longed to Judah. 

Gibeath.] This was a' distinct city from Gaba, (ver. 24.) 
and I suppose near to Jerusalem. 

AndKirjath.] The very name imports a city: which, 
Eusebius and St. Jerome say, was under the metropolis of 
Gibeath forementioncd. IIoXiq vrrb MrjT/>o7roAiv TafiaQa. 

Fourteen cities with their villages.] Which were in the 
western part of this tribe. 

This is the inheritance of the children of Benjamin.] 
Which was one of the smallest, with respect to the quan- 
tity of ground which they possessed; but tho soil was the 
richest of all other tribes, as Josephus informs us. 

According to their families.] All the families of theBen- 
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jamites were disposed of into these great cities, and the 
territories belonging to them ; in which, it is probable, there 
were lesser cities, not here named. For we find two cities 
of the priests in this tribe which are not among those here 
set down, viz. Anathoth and Almon, (xxi. 18.) 



CHAR XIX. r 

Vcr. 1. JjlND the second lot came forth to Simeon, even for 
the tribe of the children of Simeon.] Both the LXX. and 
the Vulgar leave out the latter part of these words, as if 
they were superfluous; and only say, the second lot came 
forth to Simeon: But I suppose the words following in the 
Hebrew are intended to shew, that though their inherit- 
ance was within that of the tribe of Judah (as the next 
word tells us), yet those cities w^re not all that were given 
to this tribe, but they had another share by lot that fell to 
them: and God disposed it so, that the very next lotto 
Benjamin came up for them; Simeon being the eldest son 
of Jacob that was unprovided. 

According to their families.'] Which was divided by Elea- 
zar, Joshua, and the princes, among their several families. 

And their inlieritance was within the inheritance of the 
tribe of Judah J] So we well translate it; for though the 
word in the Hebrew be betoch (in the midst) of the inherit- 
ance of Judah; yet it signifies no more than within. For 
the lot of Simeon did not lie in the very heart (as we speak), 
but in the skirts, of the country of Judah: from whose 
northern and western border some part was cut off, and 
given to the Simeonites ; for the reason mentioned ver. 9. 

Ver. 2. And they had in their inheritance Beer-sheba, and 
Sheba.] Or rather, Beer-sheba, which is Sheba: for they 
were one and the same place; sometimes called at length 
Beer-sheba, and sometimes contracted into Sheba: nothing 
being more common than to cut off the beginning of the 
names of towns and places, as Bochartus hath shewn in 
many instances, in his Phalcg. lib ii. cap. 24. which he re- 
peats in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 15. And cer- 
tainly it is so here ; for otherwise it would not have been 
said, (ver. G.) there were thirteen cities in all, but fourteen; 
for there are so many if Sheba be distinct from Beer-sheba. 
Which was the last city in the south belonging to the land 
of Israel. From whence the common saying,/rom Dan to 
Beer-sheba, to express the whole length of the country; 
from Dan in the north to Beer-sheba in the south. 

AndMoladahl] This is mentioned before, in the account 
wc had of the lot of Judah, (xv. 2G.) 

Ver. 3. And Hazar-shual.] A place where there was 
abundance of foxes. 

And Balah.] The same that is mentioned in the south of 
Judah, (xv. 20.) 

And Azem.] It signifies, in Hebrew, great strength. We 
read of it no where else but in this place, and 1 Chron. iv. 
29. where it is called Ezem. 

Ver. 4. And El-tolad.] Called there Tofad; the first syl- 
lable being cut off, as I said ver. 2. it often is. 

AndBethuL] Called there Bethuel. Which some will have 
to be the same with Bethulia, where Judith dwelt; because 
she was of the tribe of Simeon. But that h*a mistake; for 
this was in the south of Judah, and that a city in Galilee. 

And Ilormah.] Which is mentioned in the same place, 
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1 Chron. iv. 30. and was one of the cities to whom David 
sent part of the spoil he took from the Amalekites, (1 Sam. 
xxx. 30.) 

Vcr. 5. And Ziklag.] A neighbouring -city, as appears 
• from both the forementioned places. 

And Beth-mar caboth, and Hazar-susah.] It is a very 
probable conjecture of Bochartus, that these were two of 
the cities where Solomon kept his chariots and horses, 
(1 Kings x. 2G.) For the former of these signifies the house 
of chariots ; and the other, the village of horses. For it is 
called Hazar-susim, in the plural number, 1 Chron. iv.Ul. 
(See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. 2. cap. 9.) 

Ver. G. And Beth-lebaoth, and Sharuhen.] They seem to 
be the same cities, called in aftertimes Beth-birei/ and 
Shaaraim, (1 Chron. iv. 31.) 

Thirteen cities and their villages.] See ver. 1. 

Ver. 7. Ain, Remmon, and Ether, and Ashan.] One of 
these towns is otherwise called in 1 Chron. iv.32. viz. Etam, 
not Ether; and a fifth is added. Which shews all the cities 
and towns belonging to Simeon are not hero mentioned, 
no more than all those belonging to Benjamin; as I ob- 
served on vcr. 28. of the foregoing chapter. Ashan also is 
thought by Bochart (in the place beforcnamed) to be the 
same with Chor- Ashan in 1 Sam. xxx. 30. by cutting off the 
first syllable. 

Four cities and their villages.^ Which are mentioned se- 
parate from the rest; either because they were in another 
part of the country, or because they were not properly 
cities, but only chatserim (large villages), as they are ex- 
pressly called 1 Chron. iv. 32. that is, towns which were 
without walls. Here, indeed, they are called cities; but that 
must be understood largely, to make it agree with the 
Chronicles, for towns of more than ordinaiy bigness. 

Ver. 8.' And all the villages that were round about these 
cities.] Here the word chatserim (villages) is opposed to 
cities ; and signifies all the towns, great und small, that Jay 
about all the cities beforementioned. 

To Baalath-beer Ramath.~] This is'the name but of one 
city, called simply Baal in 1 Chron. iv. 83. and is that city 
in the tribe of Judah, mentioned xv. ver. 24. or ver. 2 ( X 
As far as which city the bounds of the tribe of Simeon 
reached. Some think this is the city which Solomon built, 
f. e. repaired, and made larger and stronger, (1 Kings ix. 18.) 

On the south.] This doth not relate to the situation of the 
city beforementioned ; but of the inheritance of this .tribe, 
which was on the south of Judah! 

Ver. f>. Out of the portion of the children of Judah was 
the inheritance. of Simeon.] For which reason the bounds of 
this tribe on all sides are not described as of the foregoing; 
because that was sufficiently done in the description of the 
possession of Judah; out of which the inheritance of this 
tribe was taken. 

For the part of the children of Judah was too much for 
them.'] They who were sent to make a new survey of the 
whole land, found that the former surveyors had not mea- 
sured it exactly ; but left one division too big in propor- 
tion to the rest, which fell to the tribe of Judah : who had 
now, therefore, a large slice cut from them, because they 
had too much, and others too little. 

Therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance 
within the inheritance of them.] Within that lot, which was 
at first given to the tribe of Judah: yet not absolutely 
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given, but so that if it appeared there was not sufficient for 
the rest of their brethren, and they had more than enough; 
that error should be corrected by taking something from 
thcui and giving it to. another tribe, as it was' now in this 
new allotment. 

, Ver. 10. And the third lot came up for Zebulun, accord- 
ing to their families.'] lie was not the next brother ; for Is- 
sachar was born before him. But he is mentioned before 
Issachar, both in the blessing of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 13. and 
of Moses, Dcut. xxxiii. 18. 

And the border of their inheritance teas ta Sarid,] No 
more is said of this place by Eusebius, but that it was ogiov 
ZafiovXujv, the bound or limit of Zebutun ; and St. Jerome 
saith the same. And, by what follows, it seems to have 
been the sonth-west border. 

Ver. 11. And their border went up towards the sea.} That 
i$, the Mediterranean, which was in the west; 

And Maratah, and reacheth to Dabbasheth,] These were 
.cities in the western borders, as appears by the following 
words. 

And reacheth to the river that is before Jokneam.] See 

Ver. 12. And turned from Sarid eastward, towards the 
su7i-rising.] This is a description of the south border; 
which went from Sarid in the west unto Jordan in the east. 

Unto the border of Chisloih-Tabor.] A city near Mount 
.Tabor in the tribe of Issachar, ver. .18. For as, on the 
ivest, th,e Zebulunites were contiguous to the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh; so, towards the east, they were to- the tribe of 
Issachar. 

And then goeth out to Daberath.] A. city also in tho tribe 
of Issachar, (xxi. 28.) 

And goeth up to Japhia.] It is uncertain where this city 
was, though some think it to be the strong city which Jo- 
sephus calls Japha, (lib. ii. de Bello Jud*. cap. 25.) and 
places it in Galilee near Jotapata; 

Ver. 13. And from thence jiasseth on along ow the east to 
,Gittat]i~HephcrJ\ This seems to be a; description of the 
eastern border. We read of the, land of Hepher, 1 Kings 
jv. 10. which was near the sea of Galilee.. There this city 
was, in which Jonah, the prophet was born, (2 Kings 
xiv. 25.) 

And Ittah-kazin.] This city, it. is. likely, was upon the 
same sea of Galilee, called Gennesaret; which.the Vulgar 
calls Thacasin. 

And goeth out to Remmon-methoar, to Neah.]< Here the 
je^istcrn border ended (for that is meant by the phrase goeth 
' oyt), at the sea of. Gennesaret. So. Josephus expressly 
affirms^ (See Gen. xlix. 13-) 

Ver. 14. And the border compasseth it on- the north side 
to Hannathon.] Here begins : thq description of the northern 
bordqr; which, from the last-named place, went in. a bend- 
ing line towards Hannathon; a city, it, is supposed; in 
.this tribe. 

And the out-goings thereof are in the valley of Jiphthah-cLX 
Jlere the northern border ended. But we know no more 
of this valley of Jiphthah-el, than that it was in the tribe 
of Ashcr, in the confines of this tribe, (ver. 27.) 

Ver. 15. And Kattath, and Nahallal, and Shi/nron, and 
Jdalqh, and Beth-lehem.] It is^not certain whether these 
cities belonged to Zebulun, or are set down as places upon 
which this tribe bordered. Of the two first I can give no 



account; buttve read of Sliimton as a principal city,\VbicB 
had a king in it dOhquefed by Josliurt. (See xii. 20.) And 
Idalah is mentioned by St. Jeron^ (de locis Hebraicis 1 ,) and 
called Jadela; as if it were compounded of jdd (which 
signifies a plaqd, Deut. xxv. 12.) and ela (d goddess), being 
the place where Venus was worshipped, as Bochartus con- 
jectures, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 3. As for Beth-lehem, we 
are not to take it for the place where our Saviour was 
born; which is called Bethlehem-Judah, to distinguish it 
from this, which was far from it. 

Twelve cities with their villages.] Here are more cities 
than twelve; therefore some of them arc mentioned only 
as the boundaries of this country. There is no doubt but 
those mentioned ver. 13. were in this tribe; and mtiny think 
those- five here mentioned in this were so also.* Jokneam 
likewise belonged to it*, but which were the rest to make 
up the number twelve cannot- be determined.* * 

Ver. 10. Tins is (lie, inheritance of the children of Zebulun, 
according ta their families,- these- cities with their villages.] 
That is, these were the bounds of it; but-all the cities be- 
longing to it are not here set down : for wo read of hvo > 
Kartah and Dimnah, (xxr. 34, 35.) Which are not here 
named. And, indeed, twelve cities do not seem sufficient 
for sixty thousand men-; (Numb. xxvi. 27.) therefore they 
were only^the principal; and all> perhaps; thUfc the mea- 
surers of the land had noted in their book. 

Ver. 17. And the fourth lot came out fof Issachar, for 
the children of Issachar, according to their families.'] Thus 
far there is some kind of order observed in thfcse lots : Issa- 
char being brother to Zebulun by the same mother. 

m Ver. 18. And their border was towards Jezr€el.] This was 
one of the royal seats of thekings of Israel in* aftertimes, 
(L.Kings xxi. 1.) which Eusebius and. St Jerome place in 
the tribe of Manasseb ; but ought to be accountedbclonging 
to this tribe, as the next place is agreed to be. There 
was another in the tribe of Judah, (xv. 5G.)< * 

And Ghesulloth.] Mentioned ver. 12. which- both the foTe- 
mentioned authors place in the tribe of Issachar, under the 
name of Acheseloth. 

And Shunem.] Where that noble lady lived- who enter- 
tained Elisba ather house, (2 Kings iv. 8. 12.) And whfcre 
Abishag, the wife of. David,*in« histoid* age, was»born, 
(1 Kings i. 3.) 

Ver. 19. Haphraim^ and*Shihon, aridAnaharath.] He 
doth not describe the borders on all sides of this tribe ; but 
only sets down some principal cities ; for it lying between 
Manasseh and Zebulun, the situation of it was sufficiently 
known. And they do but guess, who say these six cities 
named in the foregoing verso and in this were in the south- 
ern border. 

Ver. 20. AndRabbith, and Kishion, and Abez.] These 
three cities, and the two next that follow, ver. 21. they will 
have to constitute the western border. 

Ver. 21. And Remeth and En~ga7inim.] Here, as I said, 
they imagine the western border ended. 

En-haddah, and-Beth-ptizZez.] These two, arid the three 
next, ver. 22. they will have to be the northern border. 

Ver: 22. And the coast reacheth to Tabor.] That is, this 
northern border; for Mount Tabor ^ f as in the north; and 
this city was hird by it, and received its name from the 
mount, or gave its name to it. 

And ShaJiazimah, and Beth-shcniesh.] Here ended the 
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northern border. There was another Beth-shcmesh in the, 
tribe of Naphtali, (ver. 38.), and another in the tribe of Ju- 
dah, (xxi. 16.) 

And the out-goings of their border tvere at, Jordan.'] This, 
makes it probable the former account of its other borders 
is not true; because it leaves no city for the eastern border 
near Jordan, nor any for the middle of the country. 

Sixteen cities tuith their villages.] This shews that Tabot 
was a city; otherwise there would be. but fifteen. . . 

Ver. 23. This is the inheritance, of the tribe of the children 
of Issachar, according to their families, the cities and vih 
lages.] These were their principal cities; but it is likely 
there were other* : for we r$ad of two not here mentioned, 
xxi. 28, 29. Dabareh and, Jarmuth; yet there, are those, 
who think Jarmuth is but another namq for k Remeth, hem* 
mentioned ver. 21. which to me doth not seem probable.. 

Ver. 24. And the fifth lot came, out for the tribe of the 
children of Asher, according to their families.'} No reason, 
can be given for this order; unless it be, that God was, 
pleased to place this tribe, being descended from the hand- 
maid of Leah, not far from Zebulun, one of Leah's sons. 
As for Gad, the elder brother of Asher, he was provided 
for before, on the other side of Jordan. 

Ver. 25. And their border teas Helkatfr, and, Hali, and. 
Beten, and Achshaph.] We kno^v no more of the three first 
of these cities than their names. But the last of them was 
very considerable; mention being made of the king of Ach- 
shaph, xi. 1. xii. 20. The first of them. also we find was 
a Levitical city, (xxi. 31.) called Hukok, in 1 Chron. vi. 
75. It appears, likewise, by the mention of Carmel in the; 
next verse, unto which this bofder reached, that these 
cities lay in the west near the Mediterranean Sea. 

Ver. 26. And Alammalech y and Amad, and Mishael, and 
reacheth to Carmel westward.] Or, by the sea, not far from 
Ptolemais; to distinguish it from the other Carmel, in the 
tribe of Judah, near Hebron. (See xy. 55.) Here the great 
prophet Elijah sometimes dwelt, and confuted the Baalites 
by a stupendous miracle. But we are as ignorant of the 
three cities mentioned in this verse, as wo are of the other 
in the foregoing. 

And to Shihor-libnath.] Whether this was a city (some 
fancy Ptolemais), or a promontory, or a muddy river (for. 
there are those, different opinions about it), I cannot; de- 
termine. 

Ver. 27. And turneth towards the sun-rising.] It turned* 
from the sea towards the east; and so northward, bending 
towards the west again. For there are no borders or sides 
of this tribe described : bat from the, south part of the sea it 
turned eastward, and then northward, in the form of a bow, 
towards the north part of ,the same sea, where Zidonwas, 
(ver. 28.) 

To Beth-Dagg7i.] There was a place x>f this, name men- 
tioned before in the tribe of Judah, xv. 41. where itvis 
thought there was a famous. temple Of Dagon, the god.of 
the Philistines. A 

And reacheth to Zebulun, and to the valley Jiphtliah-eL] 
And so touched upon .the north border of the tribe .of Ze^ 
bulun; in whichthe valley of Jiphthah-el lay. (See ver. 14.) 
Towards the north side of Beth-emek, andNeiel] Where 
these were, is not known. Only Eusebius and St. Jerome 
say, Bcth-cmck lay in a valley,, or low place in this tribe^ 
ag the word seems, to import. 
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And, goeth out to Cabul on the left hand.] On the north 
side (called the left hand) of this city, which lay in the 
tribe of Asher, this border ended. Some have been so 
frivolous as from hence to argue, that this book was writ- 
ten long after Joshua's time; because the land of Cabul 
(X Kings ix. 13.) was not known till the days of Solomon,, 
when Hiram gave this name to the land, which.Solomon- 
presented him withal. As if there were no difference be- 
tween the land and the city of Cabul: when one of them 
was a little region,, containing twenty towns, and the other 
a small place in the confines of Ptolemais; bothof them- 
in the tribe of Asher; They areplainly distinguishedby- 
Josephus, who. calls-one. of them-y^v XafiaXwv, the- land of 
Cabul; and. the other Kwii\\v,ihe villageof Cab\il}as Hue- 
tius hath observed, propos. iv. Demonstr. Evang. p. 186. 

Ver. 23. And Hebmn.] Called ElbonhyAhc LXX. and 
by the Vulgox:Abran; to distinguish it> I suppose; frOni- 
that Hebron. in the landof Judah. 

AndiRehob.] There were two cities o£ this name in this* 
tribe. (See ver. 3(h) One of them. was a. Levitical city;* 
(xxi. 31.) and the Canaanites kept possession either- of* 
that or the, other; (Judg. i. 31.) 

And Hammon.] There was a Levitical city of this namc^ 
in the tribe- of Naphtali, (1 Chron. vi. 76.) called Ham- 
mothdor in xxi. 32. .of this book. 

And Kanah.] There, were two cities of this name; one in* 
the upper Galilee, which was Kanah the greater; and the 
other in the, lower Galilee, called Kanah the less. He- 
speaks here of the greater, .which was nearto Sidon. The 
lesser w T as .that wherein. our Saviour turned water into' 
wine, and of which Nathanael and the Syrophoenician 
woman were. 

Even unto great Sidon.] See before concerning this city, 
xi.8. 

Ver. 29. And then the coast turneth to RamahJ] Another 
city on the northern part of the Mediterranean Sea. * 

And to the strong city .Tyre.] This translation is ques- 
tionable: for we never, read one word of the city Tyro 
(unless it be here) until thedays of David ; though we often 
read of Sidon in thc;books of Moses; even in the prophecy 
of Jacob. And, as Bochartas ^observes, Homer himsclfy 
who speaks frequently of Sidon and'the Sidonians, never* 
names Tyre, (lib. iv, Phaleg. cap. 35.) Therefore, it -is 
highly probable, some other place is meant by Tzor (as 
our margin notes the word is in the Hebrew), which was a 
fenced city; as we render the word here translated strong, 
(ver. 35.) And there were several cities, perhaps, called by 
this name-of Tzor or*Tyrc, besides that famous one in future 
times; particularly Palajtyras; as much as to- say Old 
Tyre. And it is no improbable conjecture of Campcgius 
Vitringa, that into these two places, Sidon and Tzor, 
many of the people of Canaan fled, to secure themselves 
when Joshua invaded them: for Tzor signifies not only a 
rock, but any strong fortified place; from whence it is pos* 
sible the Latin word turris, and then our English tower, is 
derived. Certain it is, that these two were famous cities, 
ivlo%oi \afiirpdl, as Strabo calls them, lib. xvi. where he 
saith they were so anciently, and not only in his time; in- 
somuch, that it was uncertain which was the metropolis of 
the Phoenicians. But it is certain he speaks of the New 
Tyre, which was built in an island; but the old one was on 
the continent. (Sec his Observations Sacrae; lib. i. cap.l.^j 
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And the coast turneth to Ilosah.] Declined a little towards 
a city of this name. 

And the out-goings of it are at the sea, from the coast of 
Ackzib.] It ended at the country which belonged to Ach- 
zib ; for so hebel (which we here translate coast) signifies. 
In proper speaking it signifies a cord, whereby ground was 
measured; and thence was used to signify the portion of 
ground itself, which was measured by that cord or line. 
Thus we read of Hebel Argob, the region of Argob, Deut. 
iii. 13. and Hebel Hajam, the region of the sea, Zeph. ii. 5. 
Achzib, according to St. Jerome, is that place, which, by 
Pliny and others, was called in aftertimes Ecdippa. 

Vcr. 30, Ummah also, and Aphek, and Rehob.] It is pro- 
bable these were three cities in the heart of tho country of 
Ashcr. 

. Twenty-two cities with their villages.] There are more 
than this number here mentioned, though we. do not reckon 
Carmel nor Jiphthah-el, one of which w T as a mountain, the 
other a valley. Therefore some of them were only the 
boundaries of this tribe, but did not belong to their pos- 
session. . 

Ver. 31. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children 
ofAsher, according to their families, these cities with their 
villages.] That is, these were the most eminent cities, 
though it be probable there were some other. For we read 
of one called Abdon, xxi. 30. not here mentioned. 

Vcr. 32. And the sixth lot catne out for the children of 
Naphtali, even for the children of Naphtali, according to 
their families.] Here the younger son of Bilhah, the hand- 
maid of Rachel, is preferred before the elder, w r ho was 
Dan, (Gen. xxx. G. 8.) as Zebnlun was before Issachar. 
Such was the method of Divine Providence in that nation, 
to shew them that they ought not to 'value themselves too 
highly, as they were prone to do, upon their external privi- 
leges* 

Ver. 33. And their coast was from IIeleph,from Alton to 
Zaanannim, and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto Lakum.] 
He doth not say what coast this was ; but by what follows, 
it appears to be the northern border where these cities were 
situated, near Lebanon and Sidon, and the rest of the 
northern part of Asher's country: for Naphtali compre- 
hended the upper Galilee. 

And the out-goings thereof were at Jordan.] This border 
ended at this river; and at the very fountain of it, which 
was at the foot of Libanus. 

.Vcr. 34. And then the coast turneth westward to Aznoih- 
Tabor, andgoeth out from thence to Hulckok.] The southern 
border began at the former of these cities; and ended at 
the latter. 

And reacheth to Zebulun on the south side.] Touched on 
the confines of the tribe of Zebulun; so that the north side 
of Zebulun was the south side of Naphtali. 

And reacheth to Asher on tlte icest side.] This is a short 
account of their western border, which went as far as to 
the borders of the tribe ofAsher. 

And toJudahupon Jordan towards the sun-rising.] It was 
not near Judah, there being several tribes between them. 
Therefore the meaning is, this tribe had communication 
■with that of Judah by the river Jordan. So the word upon 
in our translation must be interpreted (though there be no 
preposition at all in the Hebrew before Jordan), which river 
afforded them convenience of carrying merchandises to 



Judah, or bringing them from thence. And thus some 
think the prophecy of Moses was fulfilled, (Deut. xxxiih 
23.) Possess thou the west and tlyz south. Which doth not 
signify that they had any land in the south; but that they 
trafficked with it, by the means of Jordan. 

Ver. 35. And the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and Ham- 
math, Rakkath, and Cinnereth.] These were northern cities, 
it appears by that mentioned in the midst, Hammath, or 
Hamath, which was the utmost bounds of the land of Is- 
rael northward. (Sco Numb. xiii. 21. xxxiv. 8. 1 Kings 
viii. G5.) It seems to have had its name from the youngest 
son of Canaan, who, it is likely, built it, as his eldest son 
did Sidon, (Gen. x. 18.) It continued a famous city a long 
time ; for in the days of David, we read how the king of it 
cunningly made his peaco with him by a great present, 
(2 Sam. viii. 9, &c.) 

Rakkath,] Which follows that, is, in the opinion of some 
of the Jews, the same with Tiberias. So the author of the 
book De Cippis Hebraicis, set forth by Hottinger. Whence 
the Talmudists, as he observes, say, Rakath is Zipporia ; 
which was called Rakath, because it was seated upon the 
bank of a river. It was also called Mcesia, and at last 
Tiberias ; though other Jewish authors make Rakkath dif- 
ferent from that city. 

Cinnereth.] A place upon this sea of Tiberias; in which 
there were fine gardens, and a kind of paradise. Whence 
it was called Genescr ; as much as to say, the gardens of 
princes (Gannoth-Sarim). And it had tho name of Cin- 
nereth, from its sweetness and pleasures, as the Jews say ; 
(Cod. Megill.) " Kinnereth is Ginser. And why is it called 
Cinnereth? because its fruits are as sweet to the taste, as 
the sound of a harp is to the ear." (See Hottinger in his 
annot. on the forenamed book, p. 36.) 

As for the two first cities, Ziddim and Zer, I can say no- 
thing of them. 

Ver. 3G. And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor.] We 
may guess where these cities were by the last of them, 
Hazor, to which they were neighbours. (See concerning 
it, xi. 1.) 

Ver. 37. And Kedesh, and Edrei, ami En-liazor.] The 
first of these was a Levitical city, (xxi. 32.) in which that 
famous captain, Barak, was born, Judg. iv. 6. where it is 
called Kedesh-Naphtali, to distinguish it from those of that 
name in other tribes. Of the other two cities we know 
nothing. 

Ver. 38. And Iron, and Migdal-el, and Horem, and 
Beth-anath, and Beth-shemesh.] Every one knows there 
was another Beth-shemesh in the tribe of Judah ; and that 
this city and Beth-anath the children of Naphtali could 
not conquer, (Judg. i. 33.) But we know no more of them, 
nor of the rest; save only that Eusebius says, there was 
a large village, called Magdal-el, between Dora and 
Ptolemais. . 

Nineteen cities with their villages.] Six of which were 
fenced cities,. certainly belonging to this tribe; and there 
are as many more mentioned as make up twenty-three. 
Some of which therefore must be accounted as bordering 
cities ; or only large villages, and not properly cities. 

Ver. 39. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Naphtali, according to their families, the cities and 
their villages.] This must be understood (as in the account 
of the forementioned tribes). of the principal cities; for 
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there were more besides these, as appears from xxi. 32. 
where Hammoth-doT and Kartan are numbered among the 
Levitical cities in this tribe, which are not mentioned 
here. 

Ver. 40. And the seventh lot came out for the tribe of the 
children of Dan, according to their families.] They were 
the only remaining tribe that was to be. provided for. 

Ver. 41. And the coast of their inheritance was Zorah, 
and Eshtaol, and Ir-shemesh.] He doth not describe their 
.lot by its borders ; but mentions the cities that were in it. * 
Some of which at first were given to Judah ; out of whose 
share, it being too large, some cities were taken for the 
Danites, as others were for the Simeonites. And it is cer- 
tain the two first of these fell to Judah, in the first division 
of the land, (xv. 33.) Both very eminent places, for the 
birth, and burial, and mighty motions of Samson: for at 
Zorah he was born, (Judg. xiii. 2.) between Zorah and Esh- 
taol he was buried,, (Judg. xvi. tdt.) and here the Spirit of 
God began to move him, at certain times, (xiii. 25.) It is 
probable, also, that Ir-shemesh was in the tribe of Judah 
at the first; it being of the same signification with Beth- 
shemesh: for one signifies the city of the sun; the other, 
the house, or place of the sun. 

• Ver. 42. AndShaalabbin.] Which the Amorites kept in 
their possession, Judg. i. 35. where, by a small change of 
letters, it is called Shaalbim; and in some copies of the 
LXX. translated lv $ kol al aXdweKeg, and in others h 
GcXaj3tv. And in our present LXX, both these are re- 
tained. For. a fox in the Arabian language is called thalab, 
and in the Phoenician (which is half Arabic) saalab ; as Bo- 
chartus observes in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap, 13. 
and in his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 34. p. (>84. 

AndAjalon.] Another city which the Amorites kept from 
them, as we find in the same place, Judg. i. 35. And was 
one of the Levitical cities, (xxi. 23.) and that famous place 
mentioned x. 13. 

And Jethlah.] We know no more of it than that it was a 
city in this tribe. 

Ver. 43. And Eton, and Thimnathath, and Ekron.] It is 
certain that the last of these three cities was at first given 
to Judah, (x v. 45.) But Thimnathath was not the same with 
Timnath in the same tribe, (xv. 10. 57.) but quite different 
from it; as Gibeath, I observed in the foregoing chapter, 
was from Geba. For Samson wentdown to this city Tim- 
nath, (Judg. xiv. 5.) which shews it was in a valley; whereas 
Judah went up to Timnath to shear his sheep, (Gen. xxxviii; 
11. 13.) which shews it was upon a hill. Concerning Elon 
I can say nothing, unless it be the same with Holon in the 
tribe of Judah, (xv. 51.) 

Ver. 44- And Eltekeh, and Gibbethon, andBaulath.] Some 
think that the first of these is the same with that city in the 
tribe of Judah, called El-tekon, xv. 59. and the last the same 
with that called there Baalah, ver. 29. As for Gibbethon, 
the Danites seem not to have got possession of it,' or to 
have lost it again ; for it was in the hands of the Philistines 
. after the days of David, (1 Kings xv. 27. xvi. 15.) and yet 
appointed one of the Levitical cities, (Josh. xvi. 21.23.) 

Ver. 45. And Jehud, and Bene-berak, and Gath-rimmon.'] 
Where Jehud was I find not; but BapamX is mentioned by 
Eusebius as a village near Azotus (or Ashdod), and St. Je- 
rome saith in his time was called Bernea. Which may in- 
cline us to his opinion, that Geth-rimmon was no other 



than the city of Gath, so often mentioned in Scripture as 
ono of the principal cities of the Philistines. It is rec- 
koned among the Levitical cities xxi. 24. as Gibbethon 
was ver. 44. though in the hands of the Philistines. 

Ver. 4G. And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon.] It is not certain 
where these places were, but very likely near to the place 
next mentioned. 

With the border before Japho.] This place was afterward 
called Joppa, being the principal port-town in all Judea - 
(mentioned by Pompon. Mela, Strabo, and Pliny), and con- 
tinues so to this day, retaining the name of Japha, which 
in Hebrew signifies fair or beautiful. It is not certain that 
it was a part of the tribe of Dan, though Eusebius calls it 
a sea-town of the lot of Dan ; for these words may signify 
no more, but that their portion comprehended theborder 
which lay before this place. 

Ver. 47. And the coast of the children of Dan went out 
too little for them.'] These words, too little, are not in the 
Hebrew, where there is nothing answering to them. But 
the words run thus, the coast of the children of Dan went 
out from them; that is, they were dispossessed of itin some 
parts by their powerful neighbours, the Amorites, who 
forced them into the mountains, and would not let them 
dwell in the valley, (Judg. i. 34.) This put them to such 
straits, that they were constrained to enlarge their border 
some other way, which they did by the means following. 
I shall only further note, that this is no strange phrase ; for 
in the year of jubilee lands are said to go out, when they 
returned to their first owners, from the present possessors, t 
(Lev. xxv. 28. 30, 31. 33.) 

Tlierefore the children of Dan went up to fight against 
Leshem.'] A city not far from Jordan, called Laish, in the 
book of Judges, before it was taken by the Danites. In 
aftertimes, when it fell into the hands of the Romans, it 
was called Paneas; and made the metropolis of Itureaand 
Trachonitis. 'And from Philip, also, son of Herod the 
Great, who very much enlarged and adorned it, it was 
balled Caesarea Philippi, in honour of Tiberius Caesar. 

And took it, and smote it tvitli the edge of the sword, and 
possessed it, and dwelt therein.] Were not disturbed in their 
possession. 

And called Leshem-Dan, after the name of Dan their 
father.] Thus conquerors were wont to change the names of 
places which they subdued. This was done after Joshua's 
death; and is .related more largely in the book of Judges, 
chap, xviii. where there is an account of the whole expedi- 
tion. From whence some argue this book was not written 
by Joshua; whereas no moro can be inferred from it than 
this, that, in aftertimes, Ezra, or some other, thought good 
to put in this verse here, to complete the account of the 
Danites 5 possessions. But any one may see, as Iluctius 
observes, that if this verse were taken away, all that is said 
of this tribe coheres perfectly; and there is no breach at 
all ill the context of the foregoing with the following verse 
after this. Which is an argument, that this short account 
of their taking Leshem were not the words of the writer of 
this book, but inserted afterward by some other person. 
For if they were taken away, this relation of the Danites' 
lot would be more like the account of the lot of all the rest. 

Verl 48. This is the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Dan according to their families, these cities tvith 
their villages.J The number of them is not set down, as in* 
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the foregoing tribes ; of which it is to no purpose to inquire, 
the reason. 

- Vcr. 49. When they had made an end of dividing the land 
for inheritance by their coasts.] That is, after every tribe 
had their portion assigned to them. 

The children of Israel gave an inheritance to Joshua the 
son of Nun among them.] We cannot but observe the won- 
derful modesty of this great man, who received his portion 
last of all; and then, not by lot, but by their gift; ttho 
were already possessed of the whole land. 

Vcr. 50. According to the word of the Lord, they gave 
him the city which he asked.] God, indccd,had ordered that 
he should have a portion, and that he should choose it; but 
he was content to stay for it till every body else was 
served. We do not expressly read of this command ; but 
many things were said and done which are not recorded. 
And ho being as faithful and upright as Caleb, (and, be- 
sides, chosen to b6 the captain of God's people), we can- 
not but think, that when God ordered what Caleb should 
have, he gave the same "direction about Joshua. And so 
much is implied in those words of Caleb himself, when he 
demanded his portion of Joshua, (xiv. G.) " Thou knowest 
the thing the Lord said unto Moses the man of God con- 
cerning me and thee in Kadesh-barnea." 

Even in Timnath-serah, in Mount Ephraim.] He did not 
choose the best place in all the country, but a convenient 
place in his own tribe ; which was seated on the north side 
of a hill called Gaash; as w r e rc&d in the latter end of this 
book. 

A7id he built the city, and dwelt therein.] Repaired it, I 
suppose (for in all likelihood there was a city there before), 
and made a convenient habitation for his family and kin- 
dred. But w r e read nothing of them; for as he did not af- 
fect to make himself king of Canaan, so he contented him- 
self with a little, and made no large provision for his poste- 
rity. We have no mention made of his sons or daughters; 
but (as Conrad. Pellicaniis spfcaks) all the Israelites'wcfe 
his children. * ! ! *~ " -- 

Vcr.* 51. These are the inheritances, which Eleazar the 
priest,' and Joshua thesoh of Nun, and the heads of the fa- 
thers of the tribes of the children of Israel, divided for an 
inheritance by lot in Sliiloh before the Lord, at the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregation:] It is usual, after so long 
an account, to recapitulate in what they had done, and by 
what authority; which he doth in this verse. 

So they made an tend of dividing the country.] Every tribe 
had the place of their settlement appointed to their satis- 
faction; so that there was no further division made of the 
land. 4 ' » 

CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. JJLND the Lord spake unto Joshua, saying.] From 
the tabernacle, at the door of which he, and Eleazar, and 
the princes had been making a division of the land; as the 
last verse of the foregoing chapter tells us. 

Ver. 2. Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, Appoint 
out for you cities of refuge.] This was the proper time for 
it; when they were all met together to receive their several 
portions of land, after an exact survey of the country. 

Whereof I spake to you by my servant Moses.] In Numb. 



1 xxxv. 9—11, &c. where ho treats of them at large ; and re- 
peats it again, Dcut. xix. 1, 2, &c. 

Ver. 3. That the slayer that MUcth any person unawares, 
and unwittingly, mayjlee thither.] Such places, every body 
knows, there were among the heathen; but commonly they 
were their temples, and their altars, as many have ob- 
served; particularly Joh. Gcntius lately, in his book Dq 
Victimis Humanis, par. iii. cap. 21. p. 483, &c. v But there 
were also some cities that had this privilege, as Dilherrus 
(who thinks herein the gentiles imitated the Jews) observes 
out of Tacitus, lib. iii. Annal. where he saith the principal 
cities of Greece contended before Tiberius about this mat- 
ter, Dc Jure Asylorum. (Sec Dissert, dc Cacozclia Genti- 
lium, cap. 3.) 

And they shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood J] 
Protect such persons from him who studied to avenge the 
blood of the slain. Concerning whom, sec Numb. xxxv. 12 f 

Ver. 4. And when he that doth flee nnto one of those 
cities shall stand at the entrance of the gate of the city] 
Desiring to be admitted and protected there. 

And shall declare his cause in the ears of the elders of that 
city.] That is, the judges, who sat in the gate beforemen-; 
tioned, (Deut. xvi. 18!) 

They shall take him into the city unto them.] .Being satis- 
fied he was such a person as he pretended. 

And give him a place that he may dwell among them,] 
Assign a convenient habitation for him; these cities being 
appointed by God for that purpose, and given unto those 
who inhabited them, on this condition, that they should en-: 
tertain such persons when they fled to them. ' 

Ver. 5. And if the avenger of blood pursue after him.1 
Desiring he might be delivered up into his hands. 

Then they shall not deliver the slayer vp into his hqnds.] 
But defend him from his assaults. 

Because he smote his neighbour unwittingly, and hated 
him not beforetime.] It\vas a casual slaughter, without any 
design of doing him hurt, as far as appeared to them. .If 
the avenger pursued the slayer so closely, that they had 
not time to examine the matter at the gate of the city, they 
were not to let him stand there ; but take him in (and after- 
ward hear his cause, and judge it), lest the avenger should 
kill him before he was admitted into their city. 

Ver. G. And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand be- 
fore* the congregation for judgment.] The avenger might 
bring him before another tribunal, to be tried whether he 
killed the man by chance or not. (Sec Numb. xxxv. 24, 25.) 

And until the death of the high-priest, that shall be in those 
days.] If that court found him not guilty of wilful murder, 
he was restored to the city of refuge; but confined to live 
there till the death of the high-priest. (See in the? same place.) 

Then shall the slayer return, and come unto his own city, 
and his own house, &c] See Numb. xxxv. 2S. 

Ver. 7. And they appointed Kedesh in Galilee in Mount 
Naphtali; and Shechem in Mount Ephraim, and Kirjath- 
Arba (which is Hebron) in the mountain ofJudah.] It is 
commonly observed, that as these three cities were seated 
on high and eminent places, that they might be seen afar 
off; so they were at such a distance from each other, that 
all the country might more easily have the benefit of one or 
other of them. For Kedesh was in the north; and Hebron 
in the south ; and Shechem between both. Thus they ful- 
filled the command of God, Dcut. xix. 8. 
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Ver. 8. And on the other side Jordan by Jericho east- 
ward.] On the east of Jericho, in the land of the two tribes 
and half; which was almost as long as the land of Canaan, 
though not so broad. . , „ 

They assigned^ Bezer in the wilderness, upon the plain, 
out of the tribe of Reuben ; and Eqmoth Gilead out of the 
tribe of Gad; and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe ofMa- 
nasseh.] These cities were assigned by Moses before he 
fiiecl, (Deut. iv. 43.) "but had not the privilege till now. 
And it is observable, that if Bezer stood in a flat country, 
the other two, Ramoth and Golan, were in the high. , 

Ver. 9. Tliese were the cities that were appointed for all 
'the children of hrdel, and for the stranger that sojoumeth 
among them.'] For the safety of all sorts of persons, as is 
manifest from Numb. xxxv. 15. 

TJiat tvhqsoever killeth any person at unawares might flee 
thither, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood, 
until he stood before the. congregation.] It is observable, 
{hat all these cities belonged to the Levites ; who, by their 
authority, might defend the man from unjust usage; and 
by their wisdom, direct the ciders to judge aright concern- 
ing his cause; and also give him good instructions while he 
lived among them, until the death of the high-priest. 



CHAR XXL 

Ver. 1. JL HEN came near.] After the cities of refuge 
were settled. 

Tlie heads of the fathers of the Levites.] So the. princes 
of the several tribes (who divided, the land, together with 
Joshua and Eleazar) are called, xiv. 1. and in the conclu- 
sion of this verse. And, therefore, the chief persons de- 
scended from Kohath, Gershon, and Merari (who were .the 
fathers of the Levites), are here meant by the heads of the 
fathers of that tribe. , " , 

Unto Eleazar, and unto Joshua, and unto the heads of the 
fathers of the tribesofthe children of Israel.] Appointed by 
God to see the land divided, called theprinces of the tribes, 
Numb, xxxiv. 18. 

Ver. 2. And they spake unto them at Sliiloh in the land 
6f Canaan, saying, The Lord commanded by the hand of 
Moses, to give us cities to dwell in, with the suburbs thereof, 
for our cattle.] This cpmmand is registered in Nuipb. 
xxxv. 2, &c. and is set down before the mention of cities 
of refpge (which are commanded in the following part of 
the chapter), though, it seems, that command was executed ' 
before this.' 

Ver. 3. And the children of Israel gave unto the Levites 
outoftlmr inheritance, at the commandment of the Lord, 
these cities and their suburbs.] Not only Joshua, Eleazar, 
and the princes, but all the people of Israel acknowledged 
this obligation, which God had laid upon them; and ac- 
cordingly these words import, that the people separated so 
many cities as he commanded by Moses (which were to be 
forty and eight, Numb. xxxv. 7.) for the habitation of the 
Levites. Which cities are here named, and distributed 
among them in this chapter. 

Ver.4. And the lot came out for the family of the Kohath- 
ites.] After the cities were set out, which should belong 
to them, then they were divided by lot among the several 
families of the Levites; as the whole land was among the 



tribes. And the first lot came out for the noblest family 
in the tribe of Levi ; for Moses and Aaron were descended 
from Kohath. 

And the children of Aaron the priest, which were of the 
Levites.] The family of Aaron being priests, were the prin- 
cipal among the Levites; and therefore were first and very 
honourably provided for. -J > 

Had by lot out. of the tribe ofJudah, and out of the tribe 
of Simeon, and out of the tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities.] 
It was. by a special providence, that the share which fell to 
the priests was in those tribes that were nearest to the 
city ; which God intended should be the fixed place of his 
worship and service in future times; that the priests might 
be ready to give their attendance there, without much 
trouble. . 

Ver. 5. And the rest of the children of Kohath.] All his 
descendants were not priests, but Aaron and his family 
alone; the rest were bare Levites. # . • 

Had by lot, out of the families of the tribe ofEphraim, and 
out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, ten, cities.] These three tribes were nearest to the 
three forementioned;so that the Kohathites were not far 
separated one from another. 

Ver. 6. And the children of Gershon hadby lot, out of the 
families of the tribe oflssachar, and out of the tribe of 
Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the half 
tribe of Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities,] Among the 
sons of Levi, t Gershon is mentioned as the eldest, ExocT. 
yi. 16. Numb. iii. 17. but the lot came up first to the chil- 
dren of Kobath, the priests being descended from him. 

„Ver. 7. And the, children of Merari, by their families, had 
out of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, and 
out of the tribe of Zebnlun, twelve cities.] This is only a ge- 
neral account of the tribes in which their several lots fell, 
and of the number of cities bestowed on their several 
families. . t * fc 

Ver.. 8. And the children of Israel gave by lot mito the 
Levites these cities with their suburbs.] The children of 
Israel, as I said before, gave them; and the lot divided them. 

As the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.] Who or- 
dered both how many cities they should have, and how 
large the suburbs of them should be. (See Numb, xxxiv. 3, 4.) 
, Ver. 9. And they gave out of the tribe of the children of 
Judah, andjout of the tribe of the children of Simeon, these 
cities which are mentioned by name.] Here now follows a 
particular account of the names of those cities, which were 
said, before in general to have been given out of these two 
tribes. Which are put together, because the lot of Si- 
meon was taken out of the lot of Judah. 

Ver. 10. Which the children of Aaron, being of the family 
of the Kohathites, &c t ] One of the families of the Ko- 
hathites, and the eldest of* them; for they descended from 
Amram, the eldest son of Kohath. (Exod. vi. 18. Numb, 
iii. 19.) . f 

For theirs ivas the first lot.] They had the honour to be 
first provided for, as was said before, ver. 4. 

Ver. 11. And they.] That is, Eleazar, Joshua, and the 
princes. 

Gave them the city of Arba, the father of Andk, which is 
Hebron, in the hill-country of Judah, &c] See of this city, 
xiv. 15. xv. 13. 

Ver. 12. But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, 
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gave they to Caleb, the son of Jephunnehj for his possession.] 
Tho priests had only the city and suburbs, which were 
their possession, as much as the fields and villages were 
Caleb's, on whom they were bestowed before, (xiv. 13, &c.) 

Vcr. 13. Thus tliey gave to the children of Aaron the 
priest, Hebron with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for 
the slayer.] It was given them with this condition, that they 
who slew a man unawares should bo entertained here, and 
liave a place givcm them to live securely among them, (xx. 4.) 

And Libnah vtith her suburbs.] This is to be understood 
to belong to them no otherwise than Hebron did, unto 
which they had no right beyond the city and suburbs: and, 
therefore, the fields and tho villages of Libnah they had 
nothing to do withal; and the same is to be noted of all 
the following cities of the priests. 

Ver. 14. And Jattir with her suburbs, and Eshtemoa 
with her suburbs.'] These are mentioned as belonging to 
Judah, xv. 48. 50. 

Vcr. 15. And Holon with her suburbs.] Called Helin, 
IChron. vi.56. 

And Debir with her suburbs.] See xv. 15. 

Ver. 16. And Ain with her suburbs.] A city in the tribe 
of Simeon, (xix. 17.) but taken out of Judah, (xv. 32.) 

And Jitttah with her suburbs.] See xv. 55. 

And Beth-shemesh with her suburbs.] Unto which city 
the providence of God directed the kine, which drew tho 
cart wherein the Philistines put the ark when they sent it 
home, there being a great many priests in it, to receive it 
with due care and reverence, (1 Sam. vi. 12, 13.) 

Nine cities out of these two tribes.] For the tribe of Judah 
was very large ; and the command of God was, that from 
them which had many cities tliey should give many, (Numb. 
xxxv. 8.) 

Ver. 17. And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with 
her suburbs, Geba with her suburbs.] See xviii. 24, 25. 

Ver. 18. Anathoth with her suburbs.] The city of the 
prophet Jeremiah, who was a priest, (Jer. i. 1.) 

And Almon with her suburbs.] Called Alcmeth, in 1 
Chron. vi. 60. For there were greater alterations than this 
made,* by length of time, in the names of places. 

Four cities.] Which were a great many out of so small a 
tribe ; but the soil of it, as I observed before, was very rich. 

Vcr. 19. All the cities of the children of Aaron the priests, 
were thirteen cities with their suburbs.] As was said, ver. 4. 

Vcr. 20. And the families of the children of Kohath, the 
Levites which remained of the children of Kohath.] Who 
were mere Levites and not priests. 

Even they had the cities of their lot out oftlie tribe of 
Ephraim.] Part of them were planted there, and part of 
them in two other tribes, as it follows, vcr. 23, &c. 

Ver. 21. For they gave them Shechem with her suburbs, 
in Mount Ephraim, to be a city of refuge for the slayer.] 
Sec xx. 7. 

And Gezer with her suburbs.] See xvi. 3. 10. 

Vcr. 22. And Kibzaim with her suburbs,] Which is 
called Jokmcam in 1 Chron. vi. 68. 

And Beth-horon with her suburbs.] We read of both the 
Bcth-horons in the description of this tribe, the upper and 
the nether, xvi. 3. 5. the first of which seems to be here 
meant. 

Vcr. 23. And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her 
suburbs; Gibbethon with her suburbs. 
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Ver. 24. Ajalon with her suburbs, Gath-rimmon with 
her suburbs: four cities.] The four cities mentioned in these 
two verses we find before in this tribe, xix. 42. 44, 45. 

Vcr. 25. And out of half of the tribe of Manasseh.] That 
half of it which was settled in Canaan. 

Taanach with her suburbs.] Sec xvii. 11. 

And Gath-rimmon with her suburbs.] In 1 Chron. vi. 
70. these two cities are called Ancr and Bileam; so much 
were names changed in a long tract of time. Or, they 
being dispossessed of the two cities here mentioned, by 
the invasions of their enemies (who perhaps demolished 
them), these two others were given in lieu of them. 

Two cities.] Which was a just proportion to the other 
whole tribes, who gave four. 

Vcr. 26. All the cities were ten, with their suburbs, for the 
families of the children of Kohath that remained.] Who were 
not of the children of Aaron, the priests, (ver. 5.) 

Ver. 27. And unto the children of Gershon, of the families 
of the Levites, out of the other half tnbe of Manasseh.] Which 
had their inheritance on the other side of Jordan. 

Golan in Bashan with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge 
for the slayer.] See xx. 8. Prom whence the neighbouring 
country was called Gaulonitis. 

And Beeshterah with her suburbs.] Called Ashtaroth in 
1 Chron. vi. 71. by a very light change, only leaving out 
the first letter. 

Two cities.] The same number that was given out of the 
other half of this tribe, (ver. 25.) 

Ver. 28. Out of the tribe of Jssachar, Kishon with her 
suburbs.] Sec xix. 20. Called Kede^h, 1 Chron. vi. 72. 

And Dabarehwith her suburbs.] Not mentioned before 
in this book, but in 1 Chron. vi. 72. 

Ver. 29. And Jarmuth.] Called Ramoth, 1 Chron. vi. 73. 

And En-gannim. ]Sce chap. xix. 21. called Ancm, 1 Chron. 
vi. 73. 

Vcr. 30. And out of the tribe qf Asher, Mishal with her 
suburbs.] Called Misheal, xix. -26. and Mashal, IChron/ 
vi. 74. 

And Abdon.] Mentioned in that place in the Chronicles; 
but not in the nineteenth chapter of this book. (See ver. 
31. of that chapter.) 

Vcr. 31. Helkath with her suburbs.] See xix. 25. Called 
Hukok, 1 Chron. vi. 75. 

And Rehob.'] Mentioned there, and Josh. xix. 28. 

Ver. 32. And out of the tribe ofNaphtali, Kedesh in Ga- 
lilee, to be a city of refuge for the slayer.] See xx. 7. 

And Hammoth-dor with her suburbs.] Called simply 
Hammath, xix. 35. and Harnmon, 1 Chron. vi. 76. 

And Kartan with her suburbs.] Called Kirjathaim in 
1 Chron. vi. 76. 

Three cities.] This being a smaller, territory, it seems, 
than the rest of the tribes forementioned, who gave four. 

Ver. 33, All the cities of the Gershonites, according to 
their families, were thirteen cities with their suburbs.] As 
was said before, ver. 6. 

Ver. 34. And unto the families of the children ofMerari, 
the rest of the Levites.] The remaining families of the Le- 
vites ; for there were three heads of them ; Gershon, Ko- 
hath, and Merari. 

Out of the tribe of Zebulun, Joknemn with her suburbs, 
and Kartah with her suburbs] Of the former, see xix. 11. 
and of the latter, ver. 16. 
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Ver. 35. Dimnah tvith her suburbs, Nahallal with her 
suburbs.'] See xix. 15, 16. » - * 

Four cities.] There are but two mentioned, IChron.vi. 
77. with quite different names; the other two, it seems, 
being lost before that time. 

Ver. 36. And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with her 
suburbs.] Which was one of the cities of refuge> (xx. 8.) 
though not here mentioned, as the rest are in the foregoing 
part of this chapter;, and in ver. 38. 

And Jahazah with her suburbs.] These, and the two ci- 
ties in the following verse, Kedemoth and Mephaath, are 
mentioned as cities in this. tribe, xiii. 18. And so they 
are in 1 Chron. vi. 78, 79, as Levitical cities. 

Ver. 37. Kedemoth. with her suburbs, &c] Some have 
urged against the integrity of the Hebrew text, that this 
and the foregoing verse are not to be found in some an T 
cient copies of the Bible; and, indeed, the Masorites ac- 
knowledge as much. But it is evident that they are found 
in copies of very great antiquity; and the context shews, 
that they ought to be here ; as Bishop Walton observes in 
his Considerator Considered, chap. 6. sect. 14. And Hot- 
linger also (who answers this cavil more largely) observes, 
that they are in a most accurate MS. of the Duke of Ro- 
han's, wrjtten 1495. (See his Thesaurus Philolog. lib. i. 
cap. 2. quaest. 4. p. 181, &c.) The Masorites, who take 
notice of this omission, acknowledge, in the margin of this 
verse, that it was to be found in several copies. 

Ver. 38. And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead 
with her suburbs, to be a city of refuge for the slayer.] 
See xx. 8. * * 

And Mahanaim with her suburbs.] This city was made 
by Abner the royal seat for Ish-bosheth, BaviXziov liroirivs, 
its Josephus speaks, lib. vii. Antiq. cap. 1. 

Ver. 39. Heshbon with her suburbs, Jazerwith her sub- 
tirbs: four cities in all.] These, with the foregoing, are 
mentioned 1 Chron. vi. 80, 81. 

Ver. 40. So all the cities for the children ofMerari, &cl 
were by their lot twelve cities.] As was said in general be- 
fore, ver. 7. 

Ver. 41. All the cities of the Levites, within the posses- 
sion of the children of Israel, were forty and eight cities 
with their suburbs.] So God ordered by Moses, Numb. 
^xxy, 7> And it is a demonstration that Moses was 
divinely inspired to make such an appointment; before 
they knew whether, without straitening the other tribes, 
they could afford so many cities to the Levites. For when 
Joshua and Caleb went up to search the land (with the 
rest, mentioned Numb, xiii.) they could have no oppor- 
tunity to take the dimensions of the country ; whereby 
Moses might know there would be ropm enough to allow 
the Levites so large a proportion as this ; but he was di- 
rected to it by a Divine foreknowledge. 

Ver. 42. These cities were every one of them with their 
suburbs round about them.] viz. Two thousand cubits on 
every side, round the city, as is ordered Numb.xxxv. 5. 
Which must be owned to be a great proportion fpr this 
tribe; which was the smallest of them all. But God 
would have an ample provision made for his ministers; 
arid they had none of the land belonging to these cities, as 
was before observed, but only room for themselves, and 
for their cattle. 

Thus were all these cities.] Disposed and settled accord- 
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ing to the Divine commandment. Six of which, were 
cities of refuge ; and the other forty-two had the same pri-, 
vileges, if the inhabitants pleased, and at the cost of those 
that fled thither for safety. (See upon Numb. xxxv. 6.) 

Ver. 43. And God gave unto Israel all the land which 
he sxvare to give unto their fathers.] He gave them a right 
to the whole country (which was distributed among them, 
as he appointed, by a lot which he ordered and directed), 
and he gave them the actual possession and enjoyment of 
the greatest part of it ; and he gave them power to sub- , 
due the rest (if they continued obedient to him) as soon 
as it was convenient. "Which was exactly according to 
his promise and oath made to them; for they not being 
numerous enough to people the whole country, at their 
first coming into it, he never intended to expel all the old 
inhabitants at once, but by degrees ; as we read expressly, 
Exod. xxiii. 29, 30. 

-And they possessed it, and dwelt therein,] Went every 
man to his lot, and peopled the country, as far as at pre- 
sent they were able. 

Ver. 44. And the Lord gave them rest round about, ac- 
cording to all that he sware unto their fathers.] None mo- 
lested them in their possessions; but they ploughed, and 
sowed, and reaped, &c. without any disturbance. 
. And there stood not a man of all their enemies before' 
them.] For whosoever had opposed them, were overthrown, 
and destroyed by them; and, as it follows, 

TIiq Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand.'] 
Which is not to be understood, as if all the people of Ca- 
naan were absolutely under their power; but that, as long 
as Joshua lived, not a man appeared to fight with them, 
but was delivered up unto them. 

Ver. 45. There failed not aught of any good thing' which 
the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to 
pass.] Which they themselves (he tells them afterward, 
xxiii. 14.) knew very well, and could not but confess. But 
it must be understood according to the explication of 
ver. 43. For the time of fulfilling some part of his pro- 
mise was not come; and the completing of what was be-' 
gun depended upon their obedience to him. " But (as 
Conradus Pcllicanus here admonishes) we are taught by 
this the truth of the Divine promises; and if. ought to esta- 
blish the belief of the faithful, that it do not fluctuate;, 
though the promises of God seeni to us to be fulfilled very 
slowly." 

£HAP. XXIL 

Ver. 1. J^ND Joshua called the Reubenites, and Gadites, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh.] Who came as auxiliaries , 
to their brethren when they passed over Jordan; as they' 
had engaged to do, when they received their inheritance on 
the other side of it, (i. 12— 14, &c.) 

Ver. 2. And said unto them, Ye have kept all that Moses} 
the servant of the Lord, commanded you; and have obeyed 
my voice in all that I commanded you.] Numb, xxxii, 20, 
&c. Deut. iii. 18, &c. In this and the following verses, he 
commends them for their obedience urito God and unto 
him; and for their fidelity to their promises; and their 
constancy and patience in their piety to God, and love to 
their brethren. 

Ver. 3. Ye have not left your brethren these many days 
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unto this day.] Seven years (some think as many rtiore) 
they had continued in their service; as long as the war 
lasted with the Canaanites; yea, till they had seen their 
brethren" settled in the lots fallen to them. 

Bat have kept the charge of the commandment of the 
Lord your God.] During which time they never refused 
what was expected from them for the help of their bro- 
thren. (See xi. 18. xiv. 10.) This was a great proof of 
their patient obedience, in staying so long from their wives 
and children. 

Ver. 4. And now the I^ord your God hath given rest unto 
your brethren, as he promised them.] AVhich he had done 
for them before, i. 13. 

Now therefore return to your tents:] So ho calls their 
houses, because this was the common word used for a 
long time in the wilderness, to signify a habitation. 

And unto the land of your possession, ivhich Moses, the 
servant of the Lord', gave you on the other side Jordan.]. It 
was but reasonable and just that they should go and enjoy 
what God had given them, now their-brethren were in a 
quiet possession of their portion; and that their fidelity in 
performing their promise, should be rewarded with the 
like, in dismissing them, when they had done their busi- 
ness. For they engaged to serve no longer, than till they 
had driven the Canaanites out- of their country, (Numb. 
xxxii. 21.) - * * — 

Ver. 5. But take diligent heed to do the commandment of 
the law, which Moses the servant of the Lord charged you.] 
That is, to observe all his precepts (as they had done this 
of aiding their brethren), and for that end, preserve in 
mind all that God had done for them. (See Deut. iv. 9.) 

To love the Lord your God, and to walk in all his ways, 
and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and 
to serve him with all your heart, and with all your soul.] 
Especially to worship the Lord alone with sincere affection ; 
which Moses inculcated above all things, before he left 
them, (Deut. vi. 5. 13, 14.x.l2.xi.l3. 22. xx. 9. xxx. 6.20.) 

Ver. C. So Joshua blessed them, and sent them away.] He 
not only praised and commended them; but dismissed 
them with a solemn prayer to God for his blessing upon 
them. And he seems first to have dismissed with his 
blessing the Reubenites and Gadites; and then to have 
blessed the Manassites by themselves. 

And they went unto their tent.] In order to pack up their 
goods, and make themselves ready for their departure. 

Ver. 7. Now, to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh, 
Moses had given possession in Bashan; but unto the other 
half thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on this side 
Jordan westward.] This is repeated to shew why he men- 
tioned only half the tribe of Manasseh, ver. 1. and to in- 
troduce what follows.' I 

And when Joshua had sent them away also unto their 
tents.] As he had done the Reubenites and Gadites. 
; Then he blessed them.] This seems to signify that he gave 
a peculiar blessing to tho Manassites; that is, rewarded 
their services, by somo present which he made them : for 
so the word blessing (I observed before) sometimes signi- 
fies, (2 Kings v. 15.) And he did this the rather, because 
the Manassites were neai of kin to the children of Eph- 
raim (of which tribe he himself was), and were now to be 
separated from the rest of their brethren in Canaan. 
* Ver. 8. And he spake unto them, saying.] This speech 



seems to be directed to the Reubenites and Gadites, as 
well as to the Manassites; though they had a peculiar con- 
cern in it. 

Return vnth much riches unto your tents, and with very 
much cattle, and ivith silver, and tvith gold, &c.] As much 
as to say, Part with your brethren contentedly and wcll- 
plcased ; laden with the spoils which you have got in the 
wars against the people of Canaan. For they had their 
share in the prey, as well as the other seven tribes and 
half; and carried it away to their own country. 

Divide the spoil of your enemies tvith your brethren.] He 
orders them, w r hen they camo home, to let those that stayed 
on the other side Jordan, to defend their wives, children, 
and cattle, to have a share in the spoil which they had 
gotten. For this was thought an equal thing by God him- 
self in the war they had with the Midianites, before they 
came .over Jordan ; when twelve thousand went out to 
fight ; who had one half of the spoil; the other half being 
divided among all the congregation that stayed at home, 
(Numb. xxxi. 27.) And it is very reasonable to think, 
that-now the same proportion was observed ; the forty 
thousand w r ho went to help their brethren in the war, hav- 
. ing one half of the spoil ; and their brethren who stayed to 
guard their possession, the other half :• so that the warriors 
had the far greater share, as- there was reason; because 
they had hazarded their lives in the enterprise. But in 
David's time it was made' a law, that they who went to 
fight, and they that stayed to guard the stuff, should have 
an equal share in the.prey, (1 Sam. xxx. 24, 25. sec Gen 
xiv. tilt.) 

Ver. 9. And the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh^ returned, and de- 
parted from the>children of Israel out of Shiloh, which is in 
the land of Canaan, to go into the country of Gilead, &c] 
This shews that he gave them all his blessing in Shiloh, 
where the sanctuary w r as ; and sent them from thence, un- 
der the Divine protection, to their own country : which 
is here called the country of Gilead, because that was an 
eminent part of their country, divided betweon the chil- 
dren of Gad and Manasseh ; and here comprehends all 
the rest of the land where the Reubenites lived. 

Ver. 10. And when they came to the borders of Jordan.] 
Or, they came (for the w T ord when is not in the Hebrew) 
unto the banks of that river. 

Which are in the land of Canaan.] This seems to im- 
port that they built the altar, mentioned in the end of the 
verse, before they w T cnt over Jordan, in the land of Ca- 
naan. Which is not at all likely; for it would not have 
answered their intention: which w r as to shew, that Jordan 
did not make such a separation between them and their 
brethren, but that they were one people with those in 
Canaan ; where the altar of God was in Shiloh. There- 
fore I take this to be a short manner of speech ; signify- 
ing, that they came to the borders of Jordan in the land 
of Canaan ; and passed over into their own country on 
the other side of the river. And so the Hebrew word 
Gelilath (which we translate borders) seems to signify, a 
certain place near Jordan, to which they came. Tho Vul- 
gar Latin translates it heaps; the LXX. in the Vatican 
copy, retains the word TaXaaS (or FdXikwS, as other copies 
more truly have it), taking it for some noted place, which 
M r as near to their passage over Jordan. 
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The children of Reuben, and the children of Gad; and the 
half tribe of Manasseh, built there an altar by Jordan.] The 
word there hath made it thought that they built this altar 
in the land of Canaan beforeraentioned;but the particle. 
sham rela tes to. time as well as place, and may be trans- 
lated then as well as there. Examples of which there are 
in Judg. v. 21. Prov. viii. 27. compared with ver. 30. Ec- 
cles. iii. 17. and most plainly, Isa.xlviiL 16. And thus it is 
to be here interpreted, that, before they went anyfarthcr, they 
stayed by Jordan till they had built this altar on the borders 
of their own country: for so the next verse teaches us. to 
expound it, and will admit of no other sense; where it is 
said, they had ' built an altar over against the land of 
Canaan." 

A great altar to see to.] Which made a great show, being 
very high and conspicuous, that it might be seen afar off. 
For being built, not by a private person, but by the whole 
. body of a great people; they thought they could not make 
it too stately and magnificent. And herein it differed so 
much from the altar made by Moses, that they thought, per- 
haps, it would administer the less occasion to their r brer 
thrcn to suspect it was intended for sacrifice. 

Ver. 11. And the children of Israel.] That were in the 
land of Canaan. This is an instance of such a short man- 
ner of speech as I take that in the foregoing verse to be ; 
which must be made out by some such supplement as is 
there mentioned. For the Reubenites, Gadites, &c. were 
the children of Israel, as well as those settled in the land of 
Canaan. <- - •'••" ' 

Heard sayi] This is an argument the altar was not built 
on their side of Jordan; for then they would have seen 
what they were doing, and hindered the building; whereas 
they heard nothing of it till it was built. 

Behold, the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh, have built an altar.] By a 
common consent. 

Over against the land of Canaan, in the borders of Jor- 
dan, at the passage of the children of Israel.] Either there 
where they now passed over Jordan, or where they all 
passed over when they entered Canaan, or at the usual 
place where every body was wont to pass over, that they 
might take the more notice of it. And hefc) also were the 
Geliloth beforementioned, like those on the other side, 
which seem to have been great banks cast up to keep Jor- 
dan from overflowing too far. • * «, i wit) . . 

Ver. 12. And when the children of Israel heard of it, the 
whole congregation of the children of Israel.] Not all the 
people of the land, but their elders and heads of their tribes, 
who, in the foregoing books, are often called by. the name 
of colledath (all the congregation). See Numb, xxvii. 2. 
xxxii. 2. and chap, xviii. of this book, ver. 1. 

Gathered tltemselves together at Shiloh.] It seems they 
had been separated, being gone to settle in their several 
cities. .-.* i./'i v / ^ ,...,, 

To go to war against them.] To consult about it. For 
they imagined them to be apostates from their religion, 
which, as it required them to worship the Lord alone, and 
no other god, so at no other place but. that which he. him-/ 
self had chosen. "Where he allowed but one altar, as .there 
was but one God. (Sec Deut. xii. 5/6; 11. 13. 18. 26, 27. 
xiii. 12, &c.) That altar, also, \vhere lie 4 commanded sacri- 
fices to be offered, was to be but thre6 cubits high, (Exod. 
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xxvii. 1.) so that they went not up to it* by steps; (Exod. 
xx. 26.) whereas this was a high altar, like those among 
the heathens, who loved to sacrifice on high places (i. e. 
mountains), and also upon high and lofty altars, which 
advanced their sacrifices nearer heaven. And this, perhaps, 
was one thing that incensed the congregation now assem- 
bled, and made them think their brethren were lapsed to 
idolatry; either intending to worship other gods, or the 
God of Israel in an unlawful place and manner. 

Ver. 13. And the children of Israel sent unto the childreft 
of Reuben, arid to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe 
of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead.] Their zeal did not so 
transport them, but that they prudently considered it was 
fit to be rightly informed of the matter of fact; and, if any 
thing was amiss, to endeavour to Set it right by counsel 
and arguments, before they betook themselves to arms : in 
order to which they sent the embassy here mentioned. 

Phinehas the son ofEleazar the priest.] A person of very 
eminent authority among them, and more likely to be 
received.with.due regard, (Numb. xxxi. 6.) 

Ver. 14. And with him ten princes, of each chief house a 
prince } throughout all the tribes oflsraeL] Which were nine 
and a half; so that a prince was chosen out of the half 
tribe of Manasseh, as well as out of the other nine. , 
. And each one was a head of the house of their fathers 
among the thousands oflsraeL] That is, they were chili- 
archs, as the LXX. call them, and the chief among such 
rulers of thousands in the several tribes, (Exod. xviii. 21.) 

Ver. 15. And they came unto the children of Reuben, and 
to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh.] 
Who, hearing of their coming> held a congregation, it is 
likely, of the chief persons among them, to receive their # 
message. . 

Into the land of Gilead.] So he calls here, and ver. 13. 
the country of the two tribes and half; by the name of an 
eminent part of it, which is put for the whole, as I observed 
upon ver. 9. i * 

And they spake unto them, saying.] Made the following 
speech in the assembly of the two tribes and half, by the 
mouth of Phinehas. 

Ver. 16. Thus saith the whole congregation of the Lord.] 
The representatives of the whole people of Israel, in whose 
name this embassy was sent. 

What trespass is this that you have committed against 
the Lord God of Israel.] They were not able to express 
the heinousness of it. 

. To turn away this day from following the Lord.] So soon 
after they had seen his wonderful works, and received such 
a Charge from Joshua, as he gave them at their departure 
from Canaan, (ver. 5.) . \ ( 

In that you have built you an altar.] Which they sup- 
posed was for a sacrifice. 

TJiat you might rebel this day against the Lord?] Which 
was direct opposition to his express command, immedi- 
ately afterhe gave them the law from Mount Sinai, (Exod. 
xx. 24. And see the places beforenamed upon ver. 12.) 

Ver. 17. Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from 
ivhich we art not cleansed to this" day.] He instances in this, 
being himself an actor in the punishment . of jt, though it 
deserved still greater punishment. For that is the meaning 
of we are, not cleansed; have not sufficiently suffered for 
that sin; there being some remaining (he feared) that were 
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infected with those idolatrous inclinations, whom God 
might justly cutoff. 

Although there was a plague in the congregation of the 
Lord.'] Which destroyed twenty and four thousand, (see 
Numb. xxv. 9.) 

Ver. 18. But that you must turn away this day from fol- 
lowing the Lord?] Commit more sins of that nature. For, 
whether they intended to worship other gods, or to worship 
the God of Israel in a manner he did not allow, it was, in 
his esteem, idolatry. 

And it will be, seeing you rebel to-day against the Lord.] 
It must be acknowledged, that they were a little too hasty 
in concluding their brethren to be rebels, before they had 
asked them for what purpose they had erected this altar, 
which should properly have been the first question ; but 
their pious fear, lest God should be offended, made them 
immediately fall into this vehement expostulation. 
That to-morrow.] That is, quickly, or speedily. 
He will be wroth with the whole congregation of Israel.'] 
With you for committing this sin, and with us for not pu- 
nishing it. 

Vcr. 19. Notwithstanding.] Or rather, and now, as the 
LXX. translate the Hebrew particle veac. 

If the land of your jiossession be miclean.] They imagined 
the Reubenites, and Gaflites/and Manassites, might take 
their land to be less holy for want of an altar, and such a 
token of the Divine presence, as there was in the taber- 
nacle. This appears to be the sense by what follows : 
which our Mr. Mede carries something further, in his ob- 
servations concerning the appropriation of some place for 
the worship of God : which so universally prevailed, from 
the beginning, that it was believed, in those elder times, 
that those countries and territories, wherein no place was 
set apart for God's worship, were unhallowed and unclean. 
Tliis, he thinks, may be rightly gathered from these words. 
(See book ii. upon Eccles. v. 1. p. 433.) 

Then pass ye over to the land of the possession of the Lord, 
wherein the Lord's tabernacle dwelleth, and take possession 
among us.] This expresses a wonderful zeal for God and 
the common good, wherewith they were at present pos- 
sessed ; which made them desire rather to give up some of 
their ownlandto them, thanhave themfallfromtheirreligion. 
But rebel not against the Lord, nor rebel against us.] 
They desire them not to. break the common bond that tied 
them to each other, as well as unto God, which was the 
same religion. 

In building an altar, beside the altar of the Lord our 
God.] Which was, in effect, to forsake the Lord. 

Ver. 20. Did not Achan the son of Zerah.] Descended 

from Zerah, (vii. 17, 18.) 

' Commit a trespass in an 'accursed thing.] This was a 
fresher instanco than that of Baal-Peor, (ver. 17.) 

And wrath fell upon all the congregation of Israel? and 
that man perished not alone in his iniquity'.] See vii. 1, 2, &c. 
In this he explains what he said, ver. 18. that the whole 
congregation was in danger to fall under the Divine dis- 
pleasure by their apostacy. . . 

Ver. 21. Tlien the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh, answered and said 
unto the heads' of the thousands of Israel.] Some of the 
heads of their tribes made the following reply, in the name 
of all'the rest. 



Ver. 22. The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods.] 
In the Hebrew, the God of gods, the Lord; the God of gods, 
the Lord. Where there arc three names of God, Elohim, 
and Jehovah; signifying, that they owned no other God 
but him whom their forefathers worshipped, by what name 
soever he was called ; that God, who is infinitely above all 
creatures, the fountain of all other beings: and they doublo 
the expression of their devotion to him, that they might sig-> 
nify their earnestness and vehemency to purge themselves 
from the crime objected to them. 

Some of the ancient Jews thought a great mystery is con- 
tained in these words: for the Midrasch Tillim upon tho 
fiftieth Psalm (quoted by Mart. & Raymund, in his Pugio 
Fidei, par. iii. distinct, i. cap. 4.) thus discourses : ." What 
did they see that they mention these words twice, El, Elo- 
him, Jehovah; El, Elohim, Jehovah? They said, God, God; 
Jehovah, the first time, because by these the world was 
created; and they said, God, God, Jehovah, the second 
time, because by these the law was given." Where ho 
plainly insinuates a plurality of persons, saying, behen (by 
these) the w r orld was created, &c. and refers to the first 
words of Genesis, where it is said Elohim created in the 
beginning the heaven and the earth. No wonder then that 
Christians have been of the same opinion, and thought 
these three names denoted the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost: as the -author of the old Nitzacon (three hundred 
years before that of R. Lipman's) acknowledges, p. 59.* 
Unto which he gives no answer, but only this, That these 
three belong to one God; which we also acknowledge. 

He knoweth.] They appeal to- Him who searcheth the 
hearts of men, and their most secret designs. 

And Israel they shall know.] By seeing their constancy 
in the religion of their ancestors. 

If it be hi rebellion, or if in transgression against the 
Lord (save us not this day).] They turn their speech on a 
sudden (as is usual in great passion) unto God himself; de- 
siring they may not live, but be immediately destroyed by 
him, if they intended either to throw off his worship and ser- 
vice, or to worship him any other way than according to his 
appointment. 

Ver. 23. That we have built us an altar to turn from fol- 
lowing the Lord, or if to. offer burnt-offerings thereon, or 
meat-offerings, or if to offer peace-offerings thereon, let the 
Lord himself requite it.] That is, they desire God to punish 
it, (for so that phrase requite it signifies, Deut. xviii. 19.) 
if they intended to offer any sort of sacrifice whatsoever 
upon this altar; which they acknowledge had been to turn 
from their religion. 

Ver. 24. And if we have not rather done it for fear of this 
thing.] The Hebrew w T ord deaga (^yhich wc translate fear) 
signifies such anxiety in . their mind, as gave them muck 
trouble ; till they thought of this way to give themselves ease. 

Saying, In time to come your children might speak unto 
our children, saying, What have you to do with the Lord 
God of Israel?] They were afraid a time might come when 
they should be looked upon as aliens, who had no right to 
come to the. tabernacle, and the altar, to offer sacrifice 
there. The Targum hath it, lVIiat have you to do with the 
Word of the Lord God of Israel ? 

Ver. 25. For the Lord hath made Jordan a border between 
us and you, ye children of Reuben, &c] Divided us from 



you by the river Jordan. 

Digitized by Microsoft 



CHAP, XXII.] 



UPON JOSHUA/ 



T21 



Ye have no part in the Lord: so shall your children make 
our children cease from fearing the Lord.] Make them lose 
their religion (which is called the fear of God), by pretend- 
ing they are none of the Lord's people. It was not likely,, 
one would think, such a thing should happen; but they did 
not know what length of time, and their distance from them, 
might do, to make them forget their relation unto them, 
and unto God; their country being no part of the land, of 
promise, as Canaan was. Here again the Targum hath it; 
Ye have no part in the Word of the Lord. 

Ver. 26. Tlierefore we said, Let us ncrax prepare to build 
us an altar, not for burnt-offering, or for sacrifice.'] They 
again disclaim that, before they give the true reason of what 
they had done. v ; • 

Ver. 27. But that it may be a witness between us and you, 
and our generations after us.] For it had been an ancient way 
of preserving the remembrance of things, by raising such 
structures to testify to them, Gen. xxx. 48. and used after- 
ward by Joshua himself, xxxiv. 27. . 
. Tliat we might do the service of the Lord before him with 
our burnt-offerings, &c] Have the privilege to come and 
worship God at the tabernacle, by offering such sacrifices 
as the rest of the Israelites did. . * 

That your children may not say unto our children, in time 
to come, Ye have no part in the Lord.] That they might not 
be thrust away from the altar when they brought their sacri- 
fices, under a pretence that they .were none of God's people, 
because they did not live in the land which he promised to 
their fathers. Here the Targum uses the same language 
again, No part in the Word of the Lord. 

Ver. 28. Tlierefore said ice, that it shall be, when they 
shall so say to us, or to our generations in time to come, that 
we may say again.] Have a reply ready, if such a thing as 
we fear should happen. . 

Behold, the pattern of the altar of the Lord which our fa- 
thers made.] Which they could not have exactly imitated, 
if they had n6t been acquainted with it, and worshipped 
God there with their brethren. 

Not for burnt-offering, nor for sacrifice.] They thought 
this could not be. too often repeated, that they might not 
be misunderstood. 

But it is a ivitness between its and you.] A public testi- 
mony that we ought not to be excluded from the worship 
of God among you, being of the same communion with you. 

Ver. 29. God forbid that we should rebel against the 
Lord, and turn this day from following the Lord, to build 
an altar for burnt-offerings, &c] They utterly renounce all 
such intentions, as they were suspected to have; protest- 
ing again most solemnly they meant not to rebel against 
the Word of the Lord, as the Targum again expresses it. 

Ver. 30. And when Phinehos the priest, and the princes of 
the congregation, and heads of the. thousands of -Israel 
which were with him, heard the words that the children of 
Reuben, &c. spake, it pleased them.] They not only ac- 
quiesced in their answer, but were very glad to hear it. 

Ver. 31. And Phinehas the son ofEleazar the priest said 
unto the children of Reuben, &c] He spake to them in the 
name of all his company. 

TJiis day we perceive that the Lord is among us, because 
ye have not committed this trespass, against the Lord.] He 
thankfully acknowledges the gracious presence of God 
with them, in preserving the Reubenites, &c. from so great J 



a sin, as they feared they had committed ; and all the peo- 
ple of Israel from such heavy judgments as it would have 
deserved. 

Now you have delivered the children of Israel out of the 
hand of the Lord;] Who would have punished them for this 
schism, if they had been guilty of it, and not censured for 
it. This whole verse runs thus in the Targum: "This day 
we perceive that the Schechinah (or Divine Majesty) is 
among us, because ye have not committed this trespass 
against the Word of the Lord ; whereby you have delivered 
the children of Israel out of the hand of the Word of the. 
Lord." 

' Ver. 32. And Phinehas the son ofEleazar the priest, and 
the princes, returned from the children of Reuben, and from 
the children of Gad, out of the land ofGilead, &c'.] Under 
Reuben and Gad the half tribe of Manas^eh is included,, 
both here, and ver. 25. 32, 33. as tinder the land of Gilead 
is included the whole country of these tribes. The LXX. 
thought good to add here (and in all those verses) expressly,* 
and the half tribe ofManasseh; though not in the Hebrew. 

And brought them word again.] Informed them how they; 
found things among their brethren. * 

Ver. 33. And the thing pleased Jhe children of Israel.] 
They were satisfied in .the. account they gave them; and 
approved of what their brethren had done. 

And they blessed God.] As Phinehas had done, that thei? 
brethren had not offended the Divine Majesty as they 
suspected. . '. - 

, And did not intend to go up against them in battle.] Laid 
aside that intention (which was in their mind, ver. 12.) and* 
pursued it no further. ; , . 

: To destroy the land wherein the children of Reuben and 
the children of Gad dwelt.] For so they thought they were 
bound to do by the command, Deut. xiii. 12, &c. which * 
extended to a whole country, as well as a city. 

Ver. 34. And the children of Reuben, and the children of 
Gad, called the altar Ed.] That is, a ivitness; for the rea- 
son following. . 

-For it shall be a witness between us, that the Lord is God.] 
That we own no other God but Jehovah, and him only will 
we worship, as he hath commanded. So the LXX. fin 
Kvpioc 6 Qe&e avru>v iart, that the Lord is their God. 

In all this whole relation from ver. 10. to the end of the 
chapter, there being no mention of Joshua, who is not* 
once named, either as sending these ambassadors, or re-: 
ceiving the report which they brought back, some have 
thence entertained a conceit, that Joshua was dead before * 
this happened; and consequently, that ho could not be the 
author of this book. But it is manifest such persons have 
a great desire to weaken the authority of these holy books, 
or else they would not draw such consequences from such 
frivolous observations. For it is evident, that all this came, 
to pass not long after Joshua had dismissed, these tribes, 
with good counsel, and with his blessing: for they returning 
immediately after this to their own country, went no further 
than Jordan before they erected this altar; upon. which 
those great persons went to expostulate with them, and 
heard their apology, and came back and reported it. All 
this is told in one continued -and coherent history (as it 
were with one breath), without the least signification of 
any considerable time that passed between one part of it 
and the other. And the LXX. were so well satisfied of 
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this, that they took the answer of tho Rcubcnitcs, Gaditcs, 
and Manassitcs to have been brought to Joshua; for they 
say he imposed tho name of Ed upon the altar. So their 
words arc in the Vatican edition, which is most common 
among us, Kal IwiovofiatrEv 6 Iijtrove rov/3w/xov, &c. 



CHAP. XXIIL 

Ver. 1. JxND it came to pass, a long time after, that the 
Lord had given rest to Israel from all their enemies round 
about.'] Some take it to havebeen fourteen years after. their 
conquest of the country, (xi. 23.) and seven years after the 
division of it. (See xiv. 10.) 

That Joshua waxed old and striclce?i in age.] This was 
said of him before tho land was divided, (xiii. 1.) and a por- 
tion thereof given unto him : where he built a city ; which 
took up so much time, that probably he was now in the last 
year of his life. 

Ver. 2. And Joshua called for all Israel.] Sent out a 
summons to them to come to him at Timnath-serah, where 
be lived, as the Jews will have' it; but rather to Shiloh, 
where they might appear before God, as well as before him, 
and have Hie greater regard to bis words. 

And for their elders, &c.].The word and is not in the 
Hebrew text, and therefore these words are an explication 
of what he means by all Israel: not all the people (who 
could not, without great inconvenience, come thither, and. 
could not all hear him if they did), but their' eldersj.that is, 
the great Sanhedrin, as they were called in future times; 
and for their heads, that is of their tribes and families; and 
for their judges, who were settled in all the lesser cities ; 
and for their officers, who attended upbn the judged to exe- 
cute their sentence. 

And said xtnto them, I am old and stricken in age.] He 
would make them sensible that this might be the last time 
he should be able to speak to them, which might move them 
to give greater attention unto what he said. 

.Ver. 3. Andye have seen.] Or rather, behold, yehaveseen; 
for so the particle ve (which we;trapslate and) sometimes 
signifies: Gen. xxiv., 31. "Behold, I have prepared the 
house," &c % i* 

All that the Lord hath done unto all these nations, because 
of you,] For your sake ; that he might make room for you 
in their country, by expelling them out of it. • 

For the Lord your God is he that hath fought for you.] 
See chap. i. 9. xi. 8. 10. 42. xi. 6. The Targum here saith, 
(as in x. 42.) The Lord your God, his Word fought for you. 
(See xiv. 12.) . * J< 

Ver. 4. Behold, I have divided unto you by lot these na- 
tions that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes from 
Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, evenunto the, 
great sea westward.] The meaning is, he had divided among 
tlicm the t whole. land of Canaan, from Jordan in the east to 
the Mediterranean in the west ; as well that part of. the. land 
which remained still unconquered, as that out of which they 
had expelled theancicnt inhabitants. * * - 

Ver. 5. And the Lord your God he shall expel them from 

before you, and drive them from out of your sight, &c] This 

. relates unto those who remained unsubdued (mentioned ia 

the beginning of the foregoing verse), whbm they should ya\- 

dpubtcdly conquer and possess th&r country, if they ad- 



hered to God in faithful obedience, as he exhorts them in 
the following part of this chapter. 

Ver. G. JBe ye therefore very courageous to keep and 
to! do.] Or (as it may be translated), by observing and 
doing. 

All that is ivritten in the book of the law of Moses.] 
Which was the condition upon which God promised to 
continue them in tho possession of this land. By this it is 
evident, that the book of the law of Moses was extant in 
those days, and that the people read it. 

Tliat ye turn not aside therefrom to the right hand or to 
the left.] See upon Dcut. v. 32. 

Ver. 7. That ye come not among these nations, these that 
remain amongst you.] Have no familiarity with them, espe- 
cially by marriage* . . _ 

Neither make mention of the name of their gods.] With 
any sort of respect to them.. (See Exod. xxiii. 13. and 
Deut. xii. 3.) , . * ,j. z .u <>! 

Nor cause to swear by them.] Not make a gentile swear 
by the name of his god; .which was utterly unlawful, as 
Selden observes out of Maimonides iaAvoda Zara. (See 
lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 13.) For this was to sup- 
pose they had knowledge of men's thoughts, and power to 
punish those that forsware themselves. . And the forbidding 
this was also to secure them from making leagues and co- 
venants: with the. gentiles, which they would not look .upon 
as binding without an oath. ; . v 

Neither serve them.] By offering sacrifices, or praying, 
or making vows to them, though never so secretly. 

Nor bow yourselves to thern.] As all inward reverence, so 
all outward respect likewise was forbidden to be paid to 
them, especially open and public acts of worship. Inter- 
preters, here observe a gradation, from familiarity with 
them to the most gross idolatry, in, which their friendship 
with these people concluded. 

Ver. 8. But cleave unto the Lord your God, as you have 
doneunto this day.] A remarkable instance of which they 
had all lately given, when the. nine tribes and half were so 
unanimously resolved to punish idolatry, with the extirpa- 
tion of those that were guilty of it, (xxii. 33.) and the other 
also most zealously disclaimed all inclinations to it, (ver, 
22.29.) .. ; 

Ver. 9. For the Lord hath driven out from before you 
great nations, and strong.] The seven, nations of Canaan, 
who dwelt in strong. cities, and brought mighty armies 
against them, with horses and chariots, andwere some of 
them gigantic persons, (xi. 4. 22.) 

But as for you, no man hath been able to stand before you 
unto this day.] None that gave them battle ; though from 
some of their strong cities they had not yet driven them. 
(Seexxi.44.) 

Ver. 10. . One man of you shall chase a thousand.] He 
gives them hope of a good success for the futuro, as they 
had hitherto. (Lev. xxvi. 8.) 

For the Lord your God is he thatfighteth for you, as he 
hath promised you.] But he w r ould not have them ascribe it 
to their.own courage, but to the Divine power, (Deut. xxxii. 
30.) Here again the Targum hath it, the Word of the Lord, 
&c. as ver. 3. 

Ver. 11. Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that 
ye love the Lord your God.] It highly, therefore, concerned 
them to keep close to the worship and service of God alone, 
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with sincere love to him; since all their happiness depended 
upon his favour to them; for that this is meant by loving 
God, appears from the following verse ; and from Deut. vi. 
4, 5.x. 12. xi. 52. 

Ver. 12. Else if you do in any wise go back J] From God; 
and fall to idolatry. 

And cleave unto the remnant of these nations, even these 
that remain among you.] Embrace their errors, as the Vulgar 
translates it ; which they might easily do by making friend- 
ship with them, as the phrase properly signifies. 
^ And shall make marriages with them.] Which was the 
effect of their familiarity with them. * » 

And go in unto them, and they to you.'] The same thing 
that was said before in other words, which only signify the 
consummation of marriage ; which was strictly forbidden 
them, Exod. xxiii. 32. xxxiv. 12. 15, 16. Deut. vii. 3. 

Ver. 13. Know for a certainty that the Lord your God 
will no more drive out any of these nations from before you.] 
As he had hitherto done, and promised still to do; if they 
would be obedient, (ver. 8, 9.) The Targum saith, The 
Word of the Lord will no more drive, &c. 

But they shall be snares and traps unto you.] Remain in 
the land to inveigle and seduce them into further impiety. 
(See Exod. xxxiv. 12. Deut. vii. 4. 1G.) 

And scourges in your sides.] Bring sore chastisements 
upon them ; for this alludes to the lashes that were given 
offenders upon their sides, (Ecclus. xxx. 12. xlii. 5.) 

And thorns in your eyes.] Most grievously afflict them. 
(See Numb, xxxiii. 55.) 

Until ye perish from off this good land, tVhick the Lord 
your God hath given you.] For, with the lovo and favour 
of God, they forfeited also their inheritance which he had 
bestowed on them. 

Ver. 14. Behold, this day I. am going the way of all the 
earth.] Shall die shortly, as all men must one time or other; 
therefore hearken to the words of a dying man. 

And ye know in all your hearts, and in all your souls*] 
Are all fully convinced. 

That not one thing hath failed, of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spake concerning you, &c] See* 
upon xxi. 45. And God. was as good as his word ever 
after, as Solomon acknowledges, 1 Kings viii. 56. 
• Ver. 15. Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all good 
things are come upon you which the Lord your God pro* 
misedyou, so shall the Lord.] When he ceased to be their 
God. 

Bring upon you all evil things, &c] According to what 
Moses had predicted at large, Lev. xxvi. and Deut. xxviii. 
In my annotations upon which last chapter, I have demon- 
strated, that not one thing hath failed of all the thrcaten- 
ings there mentioned, but all literally fulfilled to a tittle : 
for God's faidifulness is no less visible in fulfilling his 
threatcnings than his promises. 

Ver. 10. When y&have transgressed the covenant of the 
Lord your God which he commanded you, and have gone 
and served other gods, &c] This was the principal thing 
in the covenant, that they should have no other gods but 
hira alone; as I. have observed from a great number of 
places in the book of Deuteronomy. 

Tlien shall the anger of the Lord be kindled against you; 
and ye shall perish quickly from off the good land which he 
hqth given unto you.] See Deut. xxviii. 20. • ; 
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Ver. 1. JjlND Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel.] It 
is likely that Joshua, living longer than he expected when 
he made the foregoing speech to them, called the people 
together once more, to give them good advice before he 
died ; as Moses made a great many speeches X6 them (I 
observed upon the book of Deuteronomy) before his depar- 
ture from them: or, perhaps, it was the usual custom "of 
Joshua to take occasion often to call them together, and 
put them in mind of their duty. And these two exhorta- 
tions, which he made to them in the latter end of his life, 
he thought fit to record. 

To Shechem.] Some will have this place to be the same 
with Shiloh, called here Shechem, because it was in the 
country of Shechem, and not far from it. The LXX. also 
call it StjXw, both here and ver. 25. It is plain also, by the 
latter end of the verse, that they assembled there where 
God dwelt, which was in Shiloh: yet all this is not suffi- 
cient to make us think they were not summoned to the city 
called Shechem: for there is no good reason for calling 
Shiloh by this name, it being (as St. Jerome saith) ten miles 
from Shechem: and all other copies of the LXX. but the 
Vatican, having Sv^eju, not 2rjXw. And as for their appear- 
ing before God at this place, I shall give an account of it 
in the end of this verse ; and now only say, that it is likely 
Joshua, who was the supreme governor of God's people, 
being old and. infirm, caused the ark, for this time, to be 
brought to Shechem, .being near to him, that he might 
renew the covenant with the people in that place where 
Abraham first settled, when he came into the land of 
Canaan, and where he built an altar, and God established 
his covenant with him, (Gen. xii. G, 7.) and where the 
patriarchs were buried, (Acts vii. 15, 16.) and where he 
was about to lay the bones of Joseph (ver. 32. of this 
chapter), and where the Israelites, at their first entrance 
into Canaan, renewed their covenant with God, (Josh, viii* 
30, &c.) For Ebal and Gerzim were hard by Shechemi 

And called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, 
and for their judges, and for their officers.] The same per- 
sons mentioned xxiii. 2* Which places give, us a distinct 
account of the persons concerned in the government of the 
Israelites ; as Const. L'Empereur observes, in his annota- 
tions upon Bertram de Repub. Judaica, p. 3G2. 395^ 39G. 

And they presetited themselves before God.] At his taber- 
nacle ; which was, as I said, for the present brought hither. 
For it is plain, as Cornel. Bertram observes, (L. de Re- 
publ. Judaica, cap. 15. p. 249.) the kings or chief rulers of 
Israel had a power to carry the ark from the place of its 
constant residence when there was a great occasion for it, 
(1 Sam. iv. 3, 4. 2 Sam. xv. 24.) And now, at this great 
assembly of the whole nation by their representatives, there 
was a just reason for its being brought hither (seeing 
Joshua could not conveniently, by reason of his great old 
age, go to Shiloh), that it might be a more, solemn meeting, 
being held in the presence of God. Mr. Mede hath an- 
other notion of this matter; for he thinks that there was a 
proseucha, or praying-place, erected by the Israelites (at 
least by the Ephraimites, in whose lot Shechem was) after 
they had subdued the country, that they might resort hither 
to call upon God, when they were not able to go as far as 
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the tabernacle. Many such places ho makes account there 
were ; of which see more on ver. 26. 

Ver. 2. And Joshua said unto all (he people.] That were 
there present, viz. the elders, heads, judges, and officers, 
mentioned in the foregoing verse, who were to report his 
words to all the people. 

Thus saith the Lord God of Israel.] This is an argument 
that Joshua spake all that follows by a Divine impulse ; for 
he begins his speech in the solemn form used by the pro- 
phets (thus saith the Lord) and introduces God himself 
speaking in his own person. From .whence it may be in- 
ferred he was a prophet, as well as the ruler of God's 
people. 

Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood.] That is, 
of the river Euphrates. - 

In old time.] A long time before they camo from Ur of 
the Chaldees into Haran, (Gen. xi. 28. 31.) 

Even Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of 
Nahor.] These were Terah's two eldest sons, (Gen.xi.26.) 

And they served other gods.] All agree that Terah was 
an idolater living in that country, from whence, as many 
think, idolatry first came, (Gen. xxxi. 19.) The Jews, in 
Schalsch. Hakkabala, say he was a priest : see Hottinger 
in his Smegma Orientale, cap. 8. p. 290. Others of them 
say, he was a statuary, who made images of several ma- 
terials, \iywv tovtovq thai $toi>e, saijing, These were gods; 
as Suidas speaks, who, together withEpiphanius, is of this 
opinion. (See Bochartus, in his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 5.) 
Abraham himself also, most agree, was bred up in the 
same idolatry ; though some few deny it ; as Hottinger ob- 
serves in the same place ; where he alleges the words 
of Maimopides, who saith, He was converted to the wor- 
ship of the Creator of all, in the forty-eighth year of his age; 
and that his father Terah also repented, and worshipped 
tjie true and only God. (Sec upon Gen. xi. 31.) 

Ver. 3. And I took your father Abraham frgrn th% other 
side of the flood.] From that idplatrous country where he 
was born and educated. Which is mentioned as a singu- 
lar obligation upon the Israelites to adhere unto God, who 
singled out the father of their families, so many ages ago, 
to be his worshipper. This Maimonides, having occasion 
to mention these words of Joshua, represents in very pa- 
t}ietical expressions : " How great is the benefit (saith 
tie) that we receive by these precepts, which have freed us 
from such a grand error in which our father was educated, 
and converted us to the true belief of God? by teaching us 
that he created all things, and that he is to be worshipped, 
and loved, and feared, and he only; and that there is no 
great labour required to do his will, but only the love and 
fear of him, in wiiich two all his worship is perfected," &c. 
(More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 29.) 
And led him.] From Charran, after his father's death. 
Tliroughout all the land of Canaan.] Till he came to 
Shcchcm (where the Israelites now were assembled), and 
so to "Beth-el ; and so on still towards the south of the land 
of Canaan, (Gen. xii. 6. 8, 9.) 

And multiplied his seed, and gave hirfi Isaac] In order to 
'the fulfilling of his promise, (Gen. xv. 5.) he bestowed a 
son upon him, when he w r as a hundred years old, (Gen. 
XXi. 1, 2, &c.) 

. yer. 4. And I gave unto Isaac, Jacob and Esau.] Who 
had a vpry numerous issue, (Gen. xxv. 24, &c.) 



And I gave unto Esau, Mount Seir to possess it.] He and 
his brother being grown so rich, and their cattle so in- 
creased, that there was not ro&n for them both in the 
land of Canaan, where they sojourned, (Gen. xxxvi. G — 8.) 

And^ Jacob and his children went down into Egypt.] 
Though Esau left the land of Canaan entirely to him, yet 
the time was not come w r hen God intended to plant his 
posterity in it; but they were forced to go'down into Egypt, 
where theysuffered a cruel bondage, (Gen. xlvi.C. Exod.i. 
11, &c.) So the LXX. explain it. 

Ver. 5. I sent Moses also, and Aaron.] And when they 
were multiplied exceedingly, (Exod. i. 7. 14. 20.) these 
two great persons were sent to deliver them from that 
bondage, (Exod. iii. 10. iv. 14.) 

And I plagued Egypt, according to that I did amongst 
them.] Smote it with those signs (as the LXX. explain it) 
which are related in that book of Exodus. 

And afterward I brought you out.] By those wonderful 
plagues they were, at last, constrained to let the Israelites 
depart, as they desired, (Exod. xii. 31, &c.) " 

Ver. 0. And I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and 
you came unto the sea.] When he had brought them out (as 
is related Exod. xii. 40.) they were led by God through 
the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea, (Exod. xiii. 18.) 
by which they encamped, and were in very great straits, 
(xiv. 9.) 

And the Egyptians pursued after your fathers zuith 
chariots and horsemen into the Red Sea.] Imagining them 
to be in such difficulties, that they could not escape out of 
their hand, (Exod. xiv. 3.) 

Ver. 7. And whenihey cried unto the Lord, he put dark- 
ness between you and the Egyptians.] So that w T hen they 
had overtaken them, they could not see where they w r cre, 
(Exod. xiv. 10. 19, 20,) 

And brought the sea upon them, and covered them.] Inso-* 
much, that they marched after them into the sea, where 
they were overwhelmed, (Exod. xiv. 27, 28.) 

And your eyes have seen what I have done in Egypt.] 
Or, upon the Egyptians. He appeals to them for the truth 
of this, who had seen them lie dead upon the sea-shore, 
(Exod. xiv. 30, 31.) For their elders, to whom he now 
speaks, (ver. 1.) were all then there : and now not only men 
of great dignity, but (many of them at least) of great age. 

And ye dwelt in the wilderness a long season.] Forty 
years, Numb. xiv. 33. where he gave them a law, and fed 
them miraculously, &c. 

Ver. 8. And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, 
which dwelt on the other side Jordan.] Towards the latter 
end of that time, (Numb. xxi. 20, 21.) 

And they fought with you, and I gave them into your 
hand, &c] See there, ver. 23, 24. 33, &c. 

Ver. 9. Tlien Balak, the son of Zippor, king ofMoab, 
arose, and tvarred against Israel.] He did not actually 
draw out his forces, and fall upon them, but he prepared 
them and made them ready, with an intention to drive 
them from his coast, if Balaam could have disabled them 
by his curses; which sufficiently appears from Numb. 
xxii, 11. .David Camius therefore notes pertinently, " the 
design or contrivance is reputed the work itself." 

• And sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse 
you.] See Numb. xxii. 5, 6, Sec. • 
Ver, 10. But the Lord would not hearken unto Balaam.] 
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Who had a great inclination to do what Balak desired; and 
one would think by this, begged of God to give him leave 
to use his arts to do the Israelites mischief: and when this 
was denied him, yet ohtaining licence to go to, the king of 
Moab, he went with these intentions, and with hope he 
might prevail with God to suffer him to prosecute his de- 
sign, (Numb. xxii. 32.) 

Therefore he blessed you still: so I delivered you out of 
his hand.] He all along pronounced nothing but blessings 
on them, instead of curses, notwithstanding all the attempts 
that were made to the contrary, Numb, xxiii. and xxiv. 
Which was to be ascribed to the overruling power of God, 
>vho hindered him from hurting them. 

Ver. 11. And ye went over Jordan.] Having vanquished 
the two kings of the Amorites on the other side of it, and 
got quit of all other enemies (the Moabites and Midianites), 
God in a wonderful manner brought them into Canaan, by 
drying up the river Jordan to give them a passage over it; 

And came unto Jericho.] Which was the first place they 
besieged, being the nearest city to Jordan. 

And the men of Jericho fought against you.] We do not 
read of any sallies they made upon the Israelites; but they 
shutting their gates, to defend the city against them, it is 
likely, flung stones from their wall upon them. 

The Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, 
rind the Hittites, and the Girgashites, a and the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites.] After which, it appears by this book, that 
they fought with all the seven nations of Canaan; who en- 
gaged them in several bodies, arid at several times: which 
was done so lately, that there was no need he should re- 
peat all the particulars mentioned in the tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth chapters. But by the division of their land 
•among the Israelites, it was very well known to them, that 
>(as this verse concludes) God had delivered them into 
their hands. It is ohservable, that the Girgashites are 
here particularly mentioned, as fighting against Israel with 
the rest of the seven nations; which makes Grotius's ob- 
servation doubtful, of their surrender at Joshua's first sum- 
mons; (see xvi. 10.) but if that be not true, it is manifest 
^some of them remained unsubdued, and had a settlement 
in Canaan in our Saviour's days: when we read of the coun- 
try of the (jergesens, the inhabitants of which were not 
Jews, as appears by their breeding swine. (See Constant. 
I/Empcreur in his annotations on Bava-kama, p. 180.) 

Ver. 12. And I sent the hornet before you, which drove 
them out from before you.] This may signify, either that 
before the Israelites came into those parts, God sent hor- 
.ncts, which so infested them, that many of them were 
.forced to leave their country, and flee into other places; 
or, that when they came to give them battle, these hornets 
made such assaults upon them, as facilitated the victory. 
This God promised in Exod. xxiii. 27, 28. Dent. vii. 20. 
and here Joshua remembers how true he was to his word. 
The Book of Wisdom calls them 7rpodp6fiovg, the forerun- 
ners of God's host; and Kimchi saith, they flew in the eyes 
of the Canaanites, and made them so blind, that they could 
not see to fight . . 

Even the two kings of the Amorites.] Sihon and 0%, 
whose country was first infested with them; and afterward 
the kings of Canaan, and their people, felt their fury: for 
this is a short expression, likq that which I observed 
xxii. 10. 
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But not with thy sword, or with thy bow.] These swarms 
of hornets, it seems, did greater execution than the armies 
of the Israelites. We do not read of their assaulting the 
Canaanites^in any of the battles that Joshua fought with 
them ; for he did not think fit to mention it particularly in 
the foregoing account of his victory, but now in general, 
when he was to sum up all the mercies of God -to them. 

Ver. 13. And J have given you a land for which you did 
not labour, and cities which yc built .not, and ye dwell in 
them.] As Joshua had observed before, (xi. 13.) 

Of the vineyards and olive-yards which ye planted not 
do ye eat.] According to his promise, Deut. vi. 10, 11. 

Ver. 14. Now therefore fear the Lord.] The fear of God 
commonly signifies his worship and service, unto which he 
exhorts them in the following words: which seem to relate 
to all outward acts of worship; as this to the inward re- 
verence they owed to him in their minds, as the only God. 

And serve him in sincerity and truth.] Worship no other 
God together with him, nor mix any idolatrous rites with 
those prescribed by him; but serve him constantly and 
purely according to his law, which is the truth, (Psal. 
cxix. 142.) 

And put away tlie gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the flood.] See ver. 2. This intimates, that there 
were now some idolaters among them, though secretly in 
private, and not openly ; for they had lately expressed, so 
unanimously such a zeal against any appearance of idola- 
try, that one cannot think there was any known worship- 
per of othjer gods now in the nation* 

And in Egypt.] Where they began to be corrupted in 
their religion, as is often suggested by the prophet Ezekiel, 
xx. 6—8. 18. xxiii, 3. 8. 19. 21. 27. 

And serve ye the Lord.] He repeats it again,, as a thing 
of the greatest moment, that they should worship the 
Lord alone. 

Ver. 15. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord 7 
choose you this day whom you will serve.] He could not 
think they would turn atheists, and have no God at all; and 
he was unwilling to suppose that they would prefer any 
other god to him, who had obliged them by such benefits 
as are beforementioned ; which he expresses in this rheto- 
rical form of speech; which, is as much as if he had said, 
If you like not the Lord's service, tell me whom ye will 
serve ? Where do you hope to find a God comparable to 
him? 

TFIiether the gods tliat your fathers served, that were on 
the other side of the flood.] That had some colour for it, be- 
cause of its antiquity; but was condemned by Abraham 
their father, who forsook that religion, and was blessed 
for it by God with the inheritance he had now given them 
in the land of Canaan. 

Or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell.] 
.That was so absurd, as to need no confutation ; for those 
gods could not defend their servants that worshipped them. 

But as for me, I and my house, we will serve the Lord.'] 
He declares his firm resolution (let them take what course 
they pleased), together with his whole family (as far as he 
could .oblige them), to worship the Lord alone. 

Ver. 1G. And the people answered and said.] All the 
elders and others there present, and all those to whom they 
reported what Joshua had said, made this answer. 

God forbid that we should fqrsake thejjord.] TheHe- 
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brew -word CJialila (which we translate God forbid) im- 
ports a great abhorrence and abomination of that which is 
mentioned with it. 

To serve other gods.'] Which they now looked Upon as 
the greatest madness. 

Ver. 17. For the Lord our God, he it is that brought its 
tip and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house 
hf bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, &c] 
They gave such powerful reasons why thfcy should serve 
none but the Lord alone ; that if they had always preserved 
them as fresh in their minds as they were now, they could 
never have gone after other gods. 

Ver. 18. And the Lord drave out from before us all the 
people.] That is, of Canaan. 

Even the Amorites tvhich dwelt in the land.] In the He- 
brew, and the Amorites; that is, together with the two kings 
of the Amorites, whom they had drivel before out of the 
land on the other side of Jordan. - 

'Therefore' will we also serve the Lord.] Follow the ex- 
ample of Joshua, their leader, (ver. 15.) 

For he is our God.] As they were convinced by their 
wonderful deliverance out of Egypt; all the great signs he 
wrought there, arid after they came from thence ; and the 
care he took of them in the wilderness, and all other places; 
and now by their late victories over most potent enemies, 
whom he had driven out of their/country, and put the 
Israelites in possession of it. 

Ver. 19. And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot 
serve the Lord.] This is far from signifying an utter impos- 
sibility of it; (for that would have contradicted his exhor- 
tation, ver. 14.) but that they were so very prdne'to idola- 
try, that they would not be able to persevere steadfast in 
their resolution, unless they took care constantly to re- 
flect upon, and lay to heart, what they had now acknow- 
ledged, (ver. 17, 18*} which he was afraid they would 
not do. 

For he is a holy God, he is a jealous God.] Who, having 
no equal (that is meant by holy), will endure no riVal ; and 
therefore they who communicated the worship proper to 
him, unto any other besides him, or with hhh, were deemed 
io deny his incomparable sanctity, and said in Scripture to 
profane his holy name, as Mr. Mode observes, (see book i. 
disc. 2.) It is a just remark which Mr. Aiix here makes/in 
his excellent book of the Judgment of the Jewish Church 
against the Unitarians, chap. ix. that here is a plain idea of 
a plurality of persons in the Godhead, the words in the 
-Hebrew being, he is the holy Gods; like that Eccles. xii. 1, 
Remember thy Creators. And, indeed, this is a place an- 
ciently noted by the Christian doctors (whom the Jews call 
heretics), .who asked R. Samlai, as (he Jews themselves 
tell us, what he had to answer unto these words, Ye can- 
not serve the Lord, Ki Elohim Kedoshim IIu, because he is 
the holy Gods? Who had nothing to reply* "but that Joshua 
doth not. say, Tliey are the holy Gods, but JTe is the holy 
Gods. Which is the very same that we affirm, that he is 
Three in One. This is in Bereschith Rabba, mentioned by 
Raymond in his Pugio Fidei, and by J. Wagenseil, in his 
confutation of Lipman's Carmen Memoriale, p. 129. . 

lie will not forgive your- transgressions nor your sins.] 
]But make those who assume any other deity into fellow- 
ship with him in worship, feel how- he resents such disho- 
nour done to his Divine Majesty. 
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Ver. 20. If you forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods.] 
Either the gods of the Amorites, beforementioned, or those 
that their fathers anciently served. 

llien he will turn and do you hurt, and consume you, 
after that he hath done you good.] Alter the course of his 
providence towards you, and send as many curses upon 
you as he hath done blessings ; according to the prediction 
of Moses in Deut. xxviii. <53; 

Ver. 21. And the people said unto Joshua, Nay, but we 
will serve thel^rd.] They desire him to entertain a better 
opinion of them ; for they persist in their well-grounded 
resolution, (ver. 1G — 18.) 

Ver;22. And Joshua said unto the people, Ye are wit- 
nesses against yourselves, that ye have chosen the Lord to 
serve him.] This solemn profession, which- they had thus 
deliberately and publicly made, he tells them, would tes- 
tify against them, and condemn them, if they proved false 
tdGod. - 

And they said, We are witnesses.] Here they renew that 
choice of God for their king, which their forefathers 
tnade when they came out of Egypt (in the nineteenth and 
twenty-fourth chapters of Exodus), and acknowledged 
they should bio self-condemned if they did not make it 
good. 

Ver. 23. Now therefore put aicay (said he) the strange 
gods that are among you.] See ver. 14. This is an'argu- 
ment that he was & prophet, as I said upon ver. 2. that he 
saw their inward disposition, and the secret affection they 
hadtoidols. For though there was no public idol wor- 
shipped, yet he knewj by the Spirit of prophecy, that they 
had their pendtes (as the Romans called them), household 
gods;' or, rather, gods which they worshipped secretly in 
their closets, as our Dr. Spencer observes, lib'. iii« dissert. 
1. cap. 3. These being the very same words which Jacob 
used to his household, when he suspected them of the same 
crime, though there was no open idolatry practised among 
them, (Gen. xxxv. 2.) 

And incline your heart unto the Lord God of Israel.] 
Settle your affection upon the Lord alone, who you profess 
is your sovereign, to whom the tfhole nation hath infinite 
obligations, (ver. 16 — 18.) 

Ver. 24. And' the people said unto Joshua, Hie Lord our 
God will we serve, and his voice ive will obey.] They repeat 
their professed resolution a third time* which made it more 
binding; and a stronger witness against them, if they for- 
sook the Lord. 

Ver. ; 25. So Joshua made a covenant with the people that 
day.] Engaged them to make good this solemn profession, 
•by renewing the covenant they had formerly entered into, 
both in the "time of Moses, and in his time: wherein they 
promised to worship him alone, and be obedient to him ; 
and he promised to do for them as he had formerly done ; 
that is, be their constant protector and benefactor. There 
are those who think this covenant was now established by 
sacrifice; as it was when they came out of Egypt, (Exod. 
xxiv. 4, 5.) and when they came into Canaan, (Josh. viii. 
31.) But,as there is no mention of an altar, or any offering, 
so it is not likely that Joshua' would offer any sacrifice 
but in the place which God had chosen, which was Shiloh : 
for though we suppose the sanctuary to have been brought 
hither for a little time, yet it was not the settled place of 
the Divine residence. 
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And set them a statute and an ordinance.] It is com- 
monly interpreted, that he propounded to them in brief the 
precepts of the law; which are the conditions of the cove- 
nant: but it may be expounded, that he enacted this cove- 
nant to have the force of a statute and ordinance, or judg- 
ment, as it is in the Hebrew. 

In Shechem.] So that it was called hereafter the cove- 
nant or statute in Shechem, where they all made repeated 
professions of love to God. 

Ver. 26. And' Joshua tvrote these toords.] From whence, 
as I observed in the preface, the Talmudists gather Joshua 
to have been the author of this book. As if these words 
signified, that he, after the example of Moses, committed 
to writing all that we read in this, book, and added it at the 
end of the five books written by Moses, as it is now an- 
nexed to them. But it must be confessed, that one cannot 
certainly infer more from these words than that he wrote 
the words of the foregoing covenant; and this he did, as it 
here follows, in the very book of* the law of God, that it 
might be preserved in everlasting remembrance. 

In the book of the law of God.] Which was laid up by 
Moses's order, in the side of the ark, (Deut.xxxi. 24 — 26.) 
From whence he took it, and wrote in it all that had passed 
between him and the people, that they might look upon 
this as a sacred transaction, as indeed it was, and most 
carefully observe it: and perhaps he wrote it also in that 
copy of the law of God, which the princes had for the use 
of every tribe. (Sec upon Deut. xxxi. 9.) 

And took a great stone, and set it up there.] As a monu- 
ment of the covenant now made. Which was an ancient 
way of preserving the memory of things past, as appears 
by, what Jacob .did, .Gen. ;cxviii. IS. and they thenv 
selvcs had lately done, iv. 3. 20, 21, &c. Upon this stone, 
it is probable, there was an inscription, signifying what it 
meant. 

Under an oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.] 
This is one argument Mr. Mede uses (in the place I men- 
tioned upon ver. 1.) to prove that the sanctuary, properly 
so called, cannot be here meant, because it was unlawful 
to plant any. trees near it, (Deut- xvi. 21, 22.) and there- 
fore he understands hereby a proseucha, or praying -place, 
which, in memory of Jacob, was here at Shechem. And 
lie doth plainly shew, there were both such places, and also 
synagogues,.in several parts of the country ; the former 
beinginthc fields, open on the top ; the latter in cities, cor 
vered as,our houses are. And I may add, that we do read 
of sanctuaries, in the plural number, that ,werc among them 
in aftcrtimes, (Amos vii. 9.) Yet it must be acknow- 
ledged, that the argument he uses from the place I men- 
tioned in Deuteronomy is not cogent : for though they be 
prohibited there to plant a grove of any trees near God's 
altar, after the manner of the gentiles, this did not make it 
unlawful to set up the sanctuary under a tree that had been 
planted before; especially when it was done only for a 
short time, and not to make it the settled place for its con- 
stant abode. 

But there are those who avoid this seeming difficulty, by 
referring these words, in the sanctuary of the Lord (as they 
may be translated), not to the oak, but to the words going 
before, the book of the law of God; which was in the sanc- 
tuary. And thus, it is certain, words are sometimes to be 
connected, not with those immediately preceding, but with ! 
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those which are more remote. A notable instance of which, 
we have in Gen. xiii. 10. where those words in the end of. 
the verse, As thou comest unto Zoar, cannot be joined to 
the land of Egypt, just beforementioned, but to the plain 
of Jordan, in the very beginning of the verse. 

Ver. 27. And Joshua said unto all the people, This stone 
shall be a witness unto us.] As Laban said concerning the 
heap of stones which he and Jacob raised, (Gen. xxxi. 
48. 51, 52.) 

For it hath heard all the words of the Lord which he spake 
unto us.] All those speeches which had been delivered by 
Joshua in the name of God, (ver. 2, 3, &c.) and all that the 
Israelites had answered to him: that is, the covenant be- 
tween God and them ; which being renewed before this 
stone, it is said, by an elegant figure, to have heard what 
was spoken; because it would remain to testify arid declare 
to all posterity the engagements that lay upon them. Thus 
the prophet calls to all creatures, Hear, O heaven, &c. 

It shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny your 
God.] To accuse them; as much as if it had heard what 
they said, and could speak against them. 

Ver. 28. And so Joshua let the people depart, every one 
unto his inheritance.] And the sanctuary of the "Lord re-^ 
turned to its settled place, which was in Shiloh. 

Ver. 29. And it came to pass, that after these things.J 
Not long after, in all probability. 

Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died.] 
Leaving this honourable character behind him, which 
Moses also had, that he had served the Lord faithfully. 

Being a hundred and Jen years old.] Of the same age 
with Joseph. How many of these years he spent in Ca- 
naan, as the chief ruler of God's people, men's opinions 
are very widely different : for some say he lived twenty 
and eight years after they came" over Jordan (which is the 
opinion of the Jews in Seder Olam) ; though others will 
not. allow so much as the odd eight years,, but say it was 
only seven. There is a middle opinion maintained by 
others, that he was their governor seventeen years. (See 
Bonfrcrius.) 

Ver. 30. And they buried him in the border of Jtis in- 
Iwritance in Timnath-serah.] Called in Judg. ii. 9. Tim- 
neth-heres; because of the image of the sun engraven on 
his sepulchre, in memory of that famous day, when the 
sun stood still till he had completed his victory. (Chap, x.) 
So several of the Jewish authors say, particularly he who 
wrote the book put out by Hottinger, under the title of 
Cippi Hebraici, p. 32. where he saith, his father Nun was 
buried here, and Caleb the son of Jephunnch. (See also 
his Smegma Orientalc, cap. 8. p. 523.) And thus Tully 
saith, a sphere and a cylinder were put upon the tomb of 
Archimedes.' 

On the north side of the hill Gaaslu] So called, as the 
Jews fable, because it trembled and quaked, at the burial 
of Joshua, whose death the people did not enough bewail. 
Which fancy, it is likely, came into their head, because 
there is no mention here of any days of mourning for him, 
as there were for Aaron and Moses. In which St. Jerome 
and other of the fathers think there is a mystery ; viz. that 
tinder the law, when the kingdom of heaven was not yet 
opened, they had reason to mourn and weep for the death 
.of their friends ; but under the gospel, wherein is revealed 
by "the Lord Jesus (of whom Joshua was a figure) the 
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wonderful love of God to men, &c. there is no reason for 
mourning and lamentation, but rather for rejoicing. 

Of this hill, see Const. L'Empereur upon Benjamin's 
Itinerarium, who calls Montpelier by this name of Har- 
Gaash, the trembling hill, p. 142, 143. 

Vcr. 31. And Israel served the Lord all the days of 
Joshua.'] No idolatry appeared among them publicly while 
he lived, (whatsoever private superstition might be prac- 
tised, ver. 14. 23.) for all that wicked generation which 
came out of Egypt (except the younger sort) were con- 
sumed in the wilderness, before Joshua took the conduct 
of them* And God kept them there so many years, as 
wasted them also, for this reason, among others, that they 
might forget the idolatrous custom of Egypt, unto which 
it early appeared, by their making the golden calf, they 
were strongly inclined. Thus St. Chrysostom discourses: 
(lib. i. advers. Vitae Monast. vituper.) God, saith he, that' 
the children of Israel might unlearn the evil customs of 
Egypt, brought them KaTafiovag lirl rTjg tpijfiiag, to lead a 
solitary life in the wilderness, forming their minds, as in a 
monastery, far from those who had corrupted them. And 
he destroyed there all the elder sort, that none might enter 
into Palestine, but they who had not seen the supersti- 
tious impieties of the Egyptians, koI /x^Stva SiSdtricaAov 
tytiv rijg rotraurijc Trovrjofac, and that they might have no 
master left among them to teach them such hind of wick- 
edness. 

And all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, and 
which had seen all the works of the Lord, that he had done 
for Israel.] These elders had been chosen by Moses, who 
knew them to be men of great piety ; that had not only 
seen, but observed and kept in mind all God's wonderful 
works; and would put others in mind of them, and teach 
them to serve and obey the Lord. . 

From this place the Jews labour to establish all their 
oral traditions ; which Moses, say they, delivered to Jo- 
shua, and he to tUpse ciders, and they to the prophets, 
and they to others, (see Maimonides in Seder Zeraim, set 
forth by our most learned Dr. Pocock, p. 34.) for which 
there is no foundation. 

' Ver. 32. And the bones of Joseph, which the children of 
Israel brought out of Egypt.] It is a needless pains which 
the Jews bestow in reconciling this place with Exod. 
xiii. 19. where it is said, Moses took the bones of Joseph 
with him. For there is no contradiction between these two 
places, the children of Israel doing what Moses required 
them to do; who could not carry them away himself, but 
saw them brought out of Egypt. Yet thus they gravely 
discourse about this matter in the Talmud: (tit. Sota, 
cap. 1. sect. 47.) " When any one begins a thing, but 
doth not bring it to perfection, and another comes and 
finishes it, the Scripture speaks of him who completes it, 
as if he alone had done it/' 

• Buried they in Shechem.] Which was one reason, per- 
haps, for gathering the great assembly abovementioned, 
that they might the more solemnly deposit the bones of 
this great man, in that portion of land which his father 
Jacob had given him; see Gen. xlviii. 22. where it seems 
they thought it most agreeable to lay him, rather than in 
tfie cave of Machpelah. It may be reasonably thought, 
also, that the bodies of the rest of the sons of Jacob, 
from whom the twelve tribes descended, were brought into 



Canaan, to be there interred, as Josephus relates from 
ancient tradition, lib. ii. Antiq. cnp.4. And St. Stephen 
confirms it, Acts vii. 16. For though Joseph excelled 
them all in dignity, and gave this special charge about his 
body, yet, no doubt, every tribe had as great a regard to the 
head of it, and would be inclined to do the same for their 
fathers that Joseph desired for himself. But whether they 
buried them in the sepulchre at Machpelah, or in some 
eminent place in their own tribe, as Joseph was, there is 
none that gives us any account. 

In a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the sons of 
Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred pieces of 
silver.] See Gen. xxxiii. 18, 19. This shews they did not 
bury him in the city of Shechem, but in a field near it, 
which was his own ground : for so the ancient manner 
was, not to bury in cities and towns, but in the adjacent 
fields or gardens. 

And it became the inheritance of the children of Joseph,] 
Of the Ephraimites, \Vho gave Shechem to the Levitcs 
for a city of refuge, (xxi. 20, 21.) 

Ver. 33. And Eleazar the son of Aaron died.] Who 
imitated Joshua (if we may believe the Samaritan Chro- 
nicle), in calling all the elders and princes of the tribes to 
him before he died, charging them strictly to obey all the 
commands of God. After which he put off his sacretl 
garments, and clothed his son Phinehas with them. This 
is so far from being improbable, that it is likely all the 
ciders did the same, as far as their authority could reach; 
being very desirous their posterity might continue firm and 
steadfast in the worship of God alone. 

And they buried him in a hill that pertained to Phinehas 
his son.] In the Hebrew the words are, in the hill of Phi- 
nehas ; that is, a hill called by his name. It being the man- 
ner, as I have noted elsewhere, to call places by the name 
of their eldest son. 

Which was given him in Mount Ephraim.] It is a ques- 
tion to whom this hill was given: most probable to Elea- 
zar, who, being the high-priest at the time of the division 
of the land, they thought fit to give him a peculiar portion, 
distinfet from all the cities of the priests ; none of which 
were in the tribe of Ephraim, but all in the tribes of Ju- 
dah, Benjamin, and Simeon, as we read xxi. 9. 17. 19. 
And they gave it Eleazar in this country, that he might be 
near to the tabernacle (which was in Shiloh), and near to 
Joshua,*to be ready on all occasions to advise him, and \ 
consult the oracle for him. But against this there lies a 
great objection, that no Levite or priest was to have any 
portion in the division of the land : and therefore it is the 
most received opinion among the Jews, that either Eleazar 
or Phinehas had this inheritance in the right of his wife. 
So the Gemara Babylonica on Bava Bathra, and a great 
many others, mentioned by Mr. Selden, in his book de 
Successionibus ad Leges Ilebr. cap. 38. where he ob- 
serves another example of this marital succession, as he 
calls it; that is, the husband succeeding his wife in her 
estate after her death, in 1 Chron. ii. 21. where the twenty- 
three cities which Jair possessed, Kimchi saitlrhe had by 
his wife! 

These five last verses, it is evident, were not written by 
Joshua: but this is no argument he did not write this 
book; no more than that Moses did not write the Penta- 
teuch, because there is the like account given of his death 
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and burial in the conclusion of it, by some other author. 
(See Deut. xxxiv. 1.) The Talmudists, I observed, say, 
in Bava Bathra, that Joshua wrote his own book, and the 
eight last verses of the Pentateuch. And they say in the 
same place, (cap. ]>) as to what is writteahere, ver. 29. it 



was done by Eleazar; and what is said, ver. 33. it was 
wrote by,Phinehas : or rather, these five verses, from 29, 
to the end, were written by Samuel ; who, being a prophet, 
was. moved and directed by God to continue the history of 
this people from the death of Joshua to his own time. 



THE 



BOOK OF JUDGES. 



X HIS book is called by the name' of Shophetim, or 
Judges, because it treats principally of the great thingsdonei 
by those illustrious persons, who were raised up by God, 
upon special occasions, after the death of Joshua, till the 
time of making a king, to judge, that is, to rule the people 
of Israel, and to deliver them from their oppressions. It 
consists of two parts; the one containing the history of the 
Judges, from Othniel to Samson, which ends with the six- 
teenth chapter (the history of the two last judges, Eli and 
Samuel, being not recorded here, but in the following book) ; 
the other containing several memorable actions, which wero 
performed in or about the time of the Judges; with which 
the holy writer would not interrupt their history, but re- 
served them to be related by themselves in the conclusion, 
viz. in the seventeenth, and the following chapters, unto the 
end of the book. 

It is but conjectured who was the writer of it. Some 
think Ezra; but it is more probable the prophet Samuel, 
who was the last of the judges; and-, by the direction of 
God, brought down their history unto his own days, when 
they desired a king to be set over them. The Talmudists, 
in Bava Bathra, (cap. 1.) are of this opinion ; which Kira- 
chi, Abarbinel, and other great authors follow. And, in- 
deed, there is reason to think, that he who wrote the con- 
clusion of the book of Joshua was the writer of this book 
also ; in the second chapter of which he inserts part of that 
which is written there. And it is manifest it was written 
before the second book of Samuel, where mention is made 
of a passage in this book; which would not have been so 
commonly known, if it had not been published here, 2 Sam. 
xi. 21. out of Judg. ix. 53. David, also, in Psal. Ixviii. 7, 8, 
seems to allude unto what we read in the song of Deborah, 
"v. 4. (See Du Pin.) Certain it is, it was written before 
David's reign; for the Jebusites were possessed of Jeru- 
salem when this author lived (ver. 21. of the first chapter), 
who were driven outofitby David, (2 Sam. v. G.) and there- 
fore this book was written before that; and is of wonder- 
ful use, as Procopius Gazaeus observes, to represent unto 
ns the mighty power of true religion to make a nation 
l ia PPy> an <* the dismal calamities which impiety brings 
upon it. And therefore, saith he, St. Paul thought fit to 
propound a great many examples to us out of this very 
'book; such as Gideon, and Barak, and Samson, and Jeph- 
thah, who did marvellous things by the power of faith. <• 



CHART. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW after the death of Joshua.] And of Eleazar, 
it is probable (for this book gives an account of what folr 
lowed after those things that are mentioned in the fore- 
going), but how long after cannot be certainly determined: 
but we have Teason to think it was not till they were mul- 
tiplied so much, as to be able to people more of the coun- , 
try than they had yet in possession. .< . , 

It came to pass, that the children of Israel.'] There was no 
person appointed by Joshua to succeed him in the govern- 
ment, as he was appointed by Moses to be his successor ; 
but the government was left in the hand of the elders. For 
it is a mere fiction which we meet withal in the Samaritan 
Chronicle, that at the last assembly (mentioned Joshua 
xxiv.) he'ehose twelve of the chief of the tribes, and cast 
lots which of them should hold his place when he died ; and 
that the lot fell upon one whose name was Abel, and 
his nephew; to whom he assigned his authority, and set a 
crown upon his head. (See Hottinger, in his Smegma Orien- 
tals cap. 8. p. 522.) ; 

Asked the Lord, saying.] Inquired of him by urim and 
thummini, as the manner was in all cases that concerned 
the whole congregation of Israel. For which end, it is to 
be supposed, that some who represented the body of the 
people (their elders, perhaps, or heads of their tribes) were 
sent to Shiloh, where the sanctuary was, and desired Phi- 
nehas the high-priest to represent their case to God, and be* 
seech his directions. Here the. Jews raise a question, why 
we never read that Joshua, in all his wars, consulted God by 
the oracle, but the elders immediately after his death did. 
To this. they give several answers. (See Numb, xxvii. 21.) 

Who shall go up for us against the CanaanitesfirU, to fight 
against them?] They being increased, as I said, to such a 
number, that they were able to people more of the country ; 
and beginning to be straitened for want of room, thought of 
enlarging their possessions; but would not adventure with- 
out God's approbation and direction to do any things an<J 
therefore desired he would tell them who should make thfc 
first attempt ; that the rest, being encouraged by their suc- 
cess (of which they did not doubt, if they had his warrant 
for what they did), might make the like. For it is evident 
by these words, go up for us, that all the tribes on this side 
Jordan were concerned in this matter. ^ 



Digitized by Microsoft <§> 



130 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. I. 



Vcr. 2. And the Lord said, Judah.] i- e. The tribe of Ju- 
dah, who were very populous, and no less valiant. 

Shallgovp.] And assault the mountainous country, which 
was the lot of this tribe. According to the prophecy 
of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 9. where, comparing Jndah to a 
lion's whelp, he saith, " From the prey, my son, thou art 
gone up." 

Behold, I have delivered the land into his hand.] That is, 
all the land belonging to their lot. By this it seems plain, 
that the answer by urim and thummim was given by a voice 
which uttered these words. Here Abarbinel endeavours to 
give satisfaction to the question beforementioned, why 
Joshua did not inquire in this manner, though it be ex- 
pressly said, (Numb, xxvii. 21.) that " he shall stand before 
Eleazar tho priest, and ask counsel of the Lord, after the 
judgment of urim." He thinks he did so all the time after 
that, till Moses's death, to shew ho was made the leader of 
God's people, for none but such could inquire by urim: 
but, after his death, ho was endued with the spirit of pro- 
phecy, as Moses was, and so had no need to inquire in that 
manner, being immediately directed by God in his proceed- 
ings. But, after his death, there being none endued with 
the prophetical spirit, the children of Israel were- con- 
strained to have resort to this oracle. Which is an account 
very much below the judgment of so great a man ; for. Mo- 
ses, being a prophet, did frequently ask counsel of God at 
the sanctuary, which was the same as if he had inquired by 
urim. Therefore the true answer is, that Joshua did thus 
inquire of the Lord in the case of Achan : and it is highly 
probable he did the same in the management of his w r ar, 
and other great occasions, though it be not expressly men^- 
tioned in so many- words. 

Ver. 3. AndJudah said to Simeon his brother.] They were 
brethren hy the same father and mother ; and also nearly 
joined in their situation, the lot of the tribe of Simeon being 
taken out of that of Judah, (Josh. xix. 9.) 

Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against 
tlte Cdnaanites.] Which people, with the Perizzites (as is 
further declared in the next verse), still possessed a consi*- 
derable part of the lot which fell to Judah. 

And I likewise will go with thee into thy lot] To drive 
them out of that part of tho country which was the portion 
of Simeon. 

So Simeon went with him.] They joined their forces toge- 
ther in this expedition, under the conduct, no doubt,of some 
eminent leader. And who so fit as Caleb ? who, though an 
'old man, was full of vigour, and fit for war, (as ho himself 
declared not long ago, Josh. xiv. 10, 11.) and had not yet 
got possession (as appears by the sequel) of the portion 
which, by God s commandment, w r as assigned him. J , 

Ver. 4. And Judah went up.] They were the principal 
persons concerned in this expedition, and therefore only 
Mentioned, though the children of Simeon also went up 
with them. 

And the Lord delivered.] We meet with no such religious 
expression (which occurs often here in these holy books) 
in any heathen writer. 

The Canaanites and Perizzites into their hand.] Though 
most of the people properly called Canaanites dwelt by the 
Mediterranean Sea, yet many of them were scattered up 
and down in other parts of the country, (as I observed upon 
Numb. xiv. ult.) and particularly in these mountains and 



woody places, where the Perizzites dwelt. (Sec Josh. 
xvii. 15, 1G.) .. . . 

And they slew of them in Bezets. ten thousand men.] In the 
country near to Bezek, which was a city in the tribe of 
Judah, not far, some think, from Bethlehem. Here they 
chose to make their rendezvous (as we now speak) of 
their forces, and wait to receive the children of Judah, that, 
if they were worsted, they might easily find a strong place 
of retreat. 

Ver. 5. And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezek.] He w r as 
the king, or lord of this place, as his name imports, whom 
they surprised, as the word found signifies, (see Bochart. 
Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 21.) by a sudden assault upon 
this city, whither ho seems to have fled when he had lost 
the field. Theodoret makes this king the same with Adoni- 
zedek, (mentioned in Josh. x.)but as their names are differ- 
ent, so he was king of Jerusalem, and this of Bezek, where 
he was overcome; but the former in Gibeon, who was 
killed also with the sword, and then hanged on a tree ; but 
this had only his thumbs and toes cut off, and,so brought to 
Jerusalem, where he died. 

And they fought against him.] Took the city wherein he 
thought to have defended himself, and the remainder of his 
army, which escaped hither. 

And they slew the Canaanites and Perizzites.] Put all 
the people of those two nations, whom they found there, to 
the sword. 

Ver! 6. But Adoni-bezek fled.] He made his escape. 

And they, pursued him, and caught him.] They found 
which way he went, and pursued him £0 close, that they 
overtook him before he could get to the strong fortress 
of the" Jebusites ; where; it is likely, .he-hoped to secure 
himself* ■ , i .... 

And cut off his thumbs and his great toes.] That he might 
be made incapable of war hereafter, being unable to handle 
arms, by reason of the loss of his thumbs ; or to run swiftly 
(which was a noble quality in a warrior), by the loss of his 
great toes. This had been his own practice, it appears by 
his confession in the next verse, which made them think it 
reasonable tor serve him inliis kind. 

Ver. 7. And Adoni-bezek said, Tltreescore and ten kings.] 
In those days the chief person in every city had a kingly 
power ; as we learn from the history of Joshua, who found 
many kings in Canaan when he conquered it. And seventy 
such petty princes Adoni-bezek had subdued ; who were 
not kings of so many several cities, but some of them, it is 
likely, kings of the same place, who successively opposed 
him, and were dethroned by him. . 

Having their thumbs and great toes cut off, gathered tJteir 
meat under my table.] He was proud and insolent, as well 
as cruel, treating those kings whom he conquered as, if 
they had been dogs. 

As I have done, so hath God requited me.] Justice was 
defined by. the. Pythagoreans to be rb avwrtTrovSoc, to 
make others feel the hurt they had done, by their suffering 
the like punishment.- Which Harmenopulus calls ravroTra- 
^ua, suffering the very same; as Grotius notes, lib. ii. de 
Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 20. n. 32. Now, Adoni-bczek's 
acknowledgment of God's justice in this punishment, hath 
made some' think he was a penitent, and became a convert 
to the true religion: for he speaks of God in the singular 
number,- and not of the. gods, as the heathen manner was ; 
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which might possibly be the reason why they spared his 
life, and did not kill him. Certain it is, his pride and arro- 
gance was very much humbled by his punishment, which 
extorted this confession from him. For it carried in it (as . 
Mr. Mede observes on these words) the very stamp and 
print of the sin for which it was inflicted. 

And they brought him to Jerusalem.] Which, as it fol- 
lows in the next verse, was now in the possession of. the 
children of Judah: though the Jews think they had not yet 
taken the city; but having begirt it, they brought him pri- 
soner thither, and he died in the time of the siege, j 

And time he died.] After he had lived some time, per- 
haps, to perfect Ms repentance. * - 

Vct. 8. Now the children of Judah had fought against Je- 
rusalem, and taken it.'] We do not read of its being taken 
by Joshua, though it -seems tome highly probable, that 
when he took the king of Jerusalem he also took his city, 
and did to it as he did to the rest of the cities of those 
kings, mentioned Josh. x. 3.23. But when he was gone 
to conquer other parts of the country, it is likely the old 
inhabitants returned again and took possession of it; for 
the land was not then divided among the Israelites : after 
which, this city falling in part to the share of Judah, they 
dispossessed the Jebusites that dwelt there of all but the 
strong fortress on the" top of Mount Si on, which held out 
till the days of David. (See upon Josh. x. 1. and xv. 63.) 

And burlit it with fire.]- As Joshua had done to Jericho, 
Ai, and Hazor: this being a city, it is probable, deeply in- 
fected with idolatry ; from which they thought fit entirely 
to purge it before they rebuilt it. 

Ver. 9. Afterward the children of Judah went down.] 
•From Jerusalem (I suppose) which stood high. 

To fight against the Canaanites that dwelt in the moun- 
tain.] There were several mountains round about Jerusa- 
lem, (Psal. exxv. 2.) and we often read of the mountains of 
Judah, which were possessed, it seems, by the old inhabit- 
ants till after the death of Joshua. 

A7id the south.] Towards the wilderness of Paran. . 

And the valley.] Or the flat country about those moun- 
tains, some of which are mentioned in the following verses. 

Ver. 10. And Judah went up against the Canaanites that 
dwelt in Hebron.] This shews the old inhabitants of the 
country had returned to this place after it had been destroyed 
by Joshua, as we read it was, Josh. x. 3G, 37. Who were 
now again expelled by the children of Judah after his 
death, this city being in their lot. , * 

Now the name of Hebron before-time was Kirjath-Arba.] 
As much as to say, the city -of Arba, who was the father of 
Anak. (See Josh. xiv. ult. xv. 13.) 

And they slew Sheshai, Ahiman, and. Talmai.] These 
were the three sons of Anak, as we read there, Josh. xv. 
14. where it is said that Caleb drove them out frorri thence : 
for he was the conductor of the children of Israel in this 
expedition, (as I observed upon ver. 3.) and had great rea- 
son to go up against this city, because this part, of the 
country was given to him by a particular direction of God, 
(Josh. xiv. 13, 14. xv. 13.) But he did not conquer it till 
after the death of Joshua, as this place shews us. 

Ver. 11. And from thence he went against the inhabitants 
cfJDebir, &c] Another city which had been taken by Joshua 
in the beginning of the war; (Josh. x. 38, 39.) but, while he 
was gone to bring under other parts of the country, was re- 



inhabited by the €anaanites, who were not expelled till 
after Joshua's death: when Caleb (to whom it was given, 
together with Hebron, for his portion, Josh. xv. 15.) drove 
them out again and possessed himself of it. 
. . Ver. 12. And Caleb said.] Hence it still appears that the 
children of Judah fought under the conduct, of Caleb as 
their general. 

He that smiteth Kirjath-sepher, and taketh it, to him will 
I give Achsah my daughter to wife.] This, and the three fol- 
lowing verses, 13—15. have been explained upon Jpsh. 
xv. 1G, &c. where the portion of Judah being described, 
there is a particular mention of what was given to Caleb, 
and how he disposed of it. Which relation seems to have 
been taken out of this book, and inserted there by the au- 
thority of Ezra, for the fuller illustration of all that belonged 
to that tribe, whether by lot or peculiar donation before the 
division of the land. For any one may see that the de- 
scription of Judah's lot is entirely coherent (as Huetius 
truly observes), if all between the twelfth and the twentieth 
verses were left out. And that all things here mentioned 
were not done till after the death of Joshua, is so evident, 
by the narration which is here made of .all that fell out after 
that time, as to leave no doubt of it. 

Ver. 1G. And the children of the Kenite, Moses's father- 
in-law.] See Numb. x. 29. where Hobab^ the son of 
Je thro, was invited by Moses to accompany him into the- 
land of Canaan, and in all probability accepted the invita- 
tion, a$ I there observed. • . , 

Went. up out of the city of palm-trees.] That is, Jericho,. 
which was in a flat country. (See Deut. xxxiv. 3.) Here 
it seems they were pleased to settle themselves at their first 
coming into Canaan, where Moses promised, that whatso- 
ever goodness God should shew to the Israelites, they 
should have their share in it: and there was no sweeter 
place in that country than this about Jericho, in the terri- 
tory of which they dwelt, for the city itself was destroyed. 

TVith the children of Judah.] Admiring the courage and 
success of this tribe, they seem to have contracted a par- 
ticular friendship with them, and to have accompanied them 
in this expedition into the high country. ,* - 

Into the wilderness of Judah, which lieth in the south of 
Arad.] In the southern part of the land of Canaan, where 
Arad was,. (Numb. xxL 1.) which, as Procopius Gazaeus 
here observes, was a city of the AmOrites,near to the wil- 
derness *of Kadesh, which is PaTan: in his time it was a 
village four miles from Malaathon; but twenty from Hebron. 

And dwelt among the people.] They removed from the 
city of palm-trees, which was in the tribe of Benjamin, and 
settled themselves among the people of Judah. Yet not all 
of them; for some went into the northern parts among the 
tribe of Naphtali, as appears from iv. 10, 11. What should, 
be the reason of their forsaking so pleasant a place, as that 
where they were first settled, is but conjectured. Some 
think it was the love of solitariness and retirement ; which 
they gather from Jer. xxxv. G,&c. Or, as I said, out of their 
great affection to the children of Judah; under whose pro- 
tection they hoped: for greater safety than in other places. 

Ver. 17. And Judah. went with Simeon his brother.] Hav- 
ing finished, as far as they were able, the conquest of what 
belonged to the tribe of Judah, they went to assist the Si- 
raeonites, according to their mutual engagement, (ver. 3.) 

And they slew Hie Canaanites that inhabited Zephath,, 
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ftnd nlterhj destfdyed it] Some think this was the name 
both of a city and of a small region; but whereabouts it 
Yvas situated is not known. 

And the name of the city teas called Jlonnah.] Ffrom the 
utter destruction beforementioned. Some think this was the 
same place with that mentioned Numb. xxi. 2, 3. But there 
he speaks of more cities that wero laid waste ; here but 
of one. 

Ver.'IS. And Judah took Gaza with the coast thereof, 
and Askclon with the coast thereof and Ekron with the 
coast thereof] These three cities were in the land of the 
Philistines, upon the sea-coast; which the Israelites did 
not hold long, before the Philistines recovered them again. 
For the Israelites contenting themselves with taking these 
cities, without destroying the people (as they did in other 
places, and ought to have done here), and only making 
them tributaries, it was not hard for them to regain their 
liberty. 

Ver. 19. And the Lord was with Judah.] The Targum 
hero uses the same language, which we find all along in the 
book of Joshua, when he speaks of God's presence with 
him: (see Josh. xiv. 12.) And the Word of the Lord helped 
ihe house of Judah. 

And they drave out the inhabitants of the mountain.] God 
gave them such success wheresoever they went, that it 
ought to haVe encouraged them to go on with their enter- 
prise; which they did not, as the following words tell us. 
This mountain, it is very likely, .was Mons Casius, which 
was near to Gafca. 

But-coidd not drivb out ilie inhabitants of the valley, 7>e- 
tause they had chariots of iron.] Here now the fountain of 
all the ensuing evils which befel the Israelites begins to be 
opened. In that, either through sloth, or covetousness, or 
distrust of God's power, or more lenity than tho law of 
Closes allowed, they did not attempt those people that 
were stronger than ordinary; or, being unfaithful to God, 
failed in their attempt; or,, having some success, only 
brought them under tribute. And it is'most likely, they 
were so affrighted at the iron chariots (which were in use 
in the plain country, though not in the mountains), that 
'they were *qui(e disheartened; and did not remember what 
God had promised them f ( ver. 2. of this chapter), and how 
undauntedly Joshua set upon those that came thus dread- 
fully appointed, (Josh. xi. 4.6.) Concerning these chariots, 
see Josh* xvii. 16. 18- where I have observed they are fre- 
quently mentioned in profane authors* And see Dilher- 
rus, torn. i. Disput. Academ. p. 129. 

Ver. 20. And they gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Moses 
said, and he expelled thence the three sons ofAnak.'] Thus 
ends the account of the wars of the tribe of Judah : which 
concludes with a repetition of what part in their country 
was given to Caleb; because he was their leader (as I have 
often said), and this was his reward, viz. the country about 
Hebron; the city itself belonging to the Levites. 

Ver. 21. And the children of Benjamin did not drive out 
the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem.] This tribe, and that 
of Judah, had an interest in Jerusalem : but though both of 
them joined together, they could not drive the Jebusites 
out of the south part of it, where they had a strong fortress 
upon Mount Sion. (See Josh. xv. (53.) Jv T ay,^of that part 
of the city which belonged to Judah, they .were not dis- 
possessed till the forenamedexpedition. 



But the Jebusites dwelt with the children of Benjamin to 
this day.] That is, they kept possession of that fortress, 
from which they were not able to drive them; but they 
dwelt there in the days when Samuel wrote this book, be- 
ing not expelled till the reign of David. And they seem 
also to have dwelt with tho Benjamites in that part of 
the city belonging to them; which though conquered, yet 
the inhabitants were not destroyed, but only brought 
under tribute. For this was very agreeable to the lazy 
and covetous humour which now began .to prevail in 
Israel. 

Ver. 22. And the house of Joseph.] viz. The tribe of Eph- 
raim, (Josh. xvi. 1.) 

They also went tip against Beth-el.] They, following the 
example of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin, endeavoured to 
enlarge their border by taking Beth-eh 

And tltt Lord was with them.] As the success demon- 
strated. The Targum hath it, (as before, ver. 19.) The 
Word of the Lord was their helper. 

Ver. 23. And the house of Joseph sent to descry Beth-eL] 
They proceeded very oautiously; sending spies (as we 
read in the next Verse) to view \he strength of the place, 
and to discover how it might be best approached. 

Noiv the ndme of the city before was Luz.] See Gen. 
xxviii. 19. Josh. xvi. 2. 

, Ver. 24. And fhe spies saw a man come forth out of the 
city.] Whom they apprehended, as he passed by the place 
where thej lay to make their observations, and get intelli- 
gence. . . 

And they said nnto him, Shew vs, we pray thee, the en- 
trance into the city.] Where it may be most easily entered. 
For they did not inquire the way to the gate, which was 
common and plain enough^ but for the weakest part, 
where the walls were lowest, or most out of repair, or had 
the least guard. Or, they desired him, perhaps, to shew 
them some private way to get into it, which none knew but 
the inhabitants. 

And we will shew thee mercy.] As they spake civilly and 
gently to him when they apprehended him, so they make 
hira a promise of kind usago, when they got into the city, 
by sparing his life, and all belonging to him, as they did 
Rahab and her family: which, it is highly probable, he 
begged of them, being fallen into their hands; and it was 
not unlawful for them to grant, if he changed his religion, 
or left the country, as we find he afterward did. 

Ver* 25. And when he shewed them the entrance into the 
vity.] Notice, I suppose, was immediately sent to the 
army, which lay not far off. 

They smote the vity with the edge of the sword.] Came 
upon them on a sudden, and assaulted them where they 
least expected it; so that they found little resistance. 
. But they let go the man, and all his family.] Did them no 
harm; but gave them their liberty, as well as lives, to go 
whither they pleased. $ 

Ver. 26. And the man went into the land of the Hittites.J 
A colony of this nation, I suppose, had planted them- 
solves heretofore in some of the neighbouring countries, 
Syria, or Arabia, or some of those that fled upon Joshua's 
invading the land, settled themselves there. To whom 
this man thought good to go with his family, being, perhaps, 
of the same nation. 

And built a city.] Which is an argument, that the chil- 
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dren of Ephraim were so kind as to dismiss him and his 
family, with all their goods and estate. 

And called the name ofitLuz.] To preserve the. memory 
of the place from whence he came. The founders of cities 
are mentioned with honour by all authors; and this seems 
to be so intended. 

Which is the name thereof unto this day.] It kept this 
name to the time of the writing of this book, and long 
after. For it seems to be the same city mentioned by Jo- 
sephus in Arabia (not far from Judea), which he calls 
Aovwa, (lib. xiv. Antiq. cap. 2.) AndBochartus observes, 
that this place had its name originally from the great plenty 
of almonds growing there; from whence also it may be 
Lusitania had its name, (lib. i. Canaan, cap. 35.) 

Ver. 27. Neither did Manasseh.] He speaks of that part 
of this tribe which was seated on this side Jordan. 

Drive out the inhabitants of Beih-shean and her towns, 
&c] Hitherto several of the Israelites had shewed some 
valour, and expelled some of the Canaanites. But now 
he begins to shew how cowardly others of them were; for 
these do not seem to have attempted any thing against 
the places here mentioned, or any where else, Beth- 
shean was a city not far from Jordan. See Josh. xvii. 11. 
where the rest of the cities here named in this verse are 
mentioned. ; . . 

But the Canaanites would dwell in that land.] Not only 
in the cities, where they might have been straitened and 
kept under, but in the towns and villages, where they had 
the same liberties with the Israelites, and perhaps held 
some of the ground belonging to them. For so some think 
the word dwell signifies; that they enjoyed all the benefits 
that any others had. And this they demanded as. their 
right; which the Hebrew word jaal imporis; a settled re- 
solution not to quit that land. (See Josh. xvii. 12.) 

Ver. 28. And it came to pass, when the Israelites were 
strong, that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not 
utterly drive them out.'] Herein they acted contrary to the 
law, whereby they were enjoined to destroy them, when 
they were able. And being strong enough to make them 
tributaries, they might, no doubt, have utterly expelled 
them out of the land. But they found more profit in 
making them pay tribute; and it cost them le^s pains to 
bring them into some subjection, than to destroy them. 
And this seems to be here noted, as the common fault of 
all the children of Israel, that, when they grew strong, they 
did not use their power to destroy or expel the Canaanites: 
but let them live quietly under them, upon payment of 
tribute. V ", - • ■ 

Ver. 29. Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites 
that dwelt in Gezer.] See Josh. xvi. 10. It is very probable, 
they did not so much as exact a tribute from them (which 
is not here mentioned), but mq,de a covenant of friendship 
with them; which was still a higher crime, And this the 
next words seem tp import. 

But the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them.] Which 
is a form of speech not used in the foregoing exceptions. 
And to dwell among a people, signifies a quiet settlement, 
with the enjoymejit of all their rights. As in 2 Kings iv. 
13. when Elisha offered the Shunamite to do her any kind- 
ness at court, she expresses herself s^isfied with her con- 
dition, in these words, I dwell among my own people. 

Ver, 30. Neither did Zebulun drive out the inhabitants 
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ofKitron, nor the inhabitants ofNahalol] Which was the 
greater crime, because this last city was a<j>wpt<Tfi(vn Aevt- 
ratg, one of those that were separated for the Levites, as 
Eusebius speaks. (See Josh. xxi. 35.) Yet they did more 
than the Ephraimites ; for though they let them dwell 
among them, they made them pay tribute. 

But the Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tri- 
butaries.] They troubled themselves no. further than to 
make them pay a tribute to them; when they might, with a 
little more pains, have expelled them. This laziness, or 
covetousness, or whatsoever it was that made them act in 
this manner, brought them into a dangerous snare. 

Ver, 31, Neither did Asher drive out tfie inhabitants of 
Accho.] A city near the Mediterranean Sea, called by 
Strabo and others Ace; and afterward Ptolemais, ,as Eu- 
sebius saith, who observes, that the Asherites did not drive 
out the y A\\o<pv\ovg from hence. Procopius saith the same. 

Nor the inhabitants ofSidon.] Which every one knows 
was another great city upon the same sea. 

Nor ofAhlah, nor ofAchzib.] We find no mention of the 
former of these elsewhere ; but the latter is in Josh. xix. 
29. and was called in aftertimes Ecdippa, as Eusebius 
relates. 

Nor Helbath, nor Aphik, nor of Rehob.] The two latter 
of these we read of in Josh. xix. 28. 30. but nothing of the 
former, unless it be the same with Helkath, mentioned 
there, ver 25. • , . K 

Ver. 32. But the Asherites dwelt among the Canaanites, 
the inhabitants of- the land; for they did not drive them 
out.] They seem to have entered into a league of friendship 
with the Canaanites; so that they were mixed with them 
as if they had been the same nation, which was most 
strictly forbidden by the law of Moses : for they did not so 
much as make them tributaries ; but the Asherites seem to 
have submitted to the basest condition of, all the other 
tribes: for it is not said, as of the other tribes, that the 
people dwelt among the Asherites ; but that the Asherites 
dwelt among them. As if the Canaanites remained still the 
lords of that country, and the Asherites were only per- 
mitted to live among them.: , / . . 

Ver. 33. Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants 
of Beth-shemesh, nor the inhabitants of Beth-anath.] Both, 
these cities are mentioned as in the lot of Naphtali, Josh. 
xix. 38. , 

But they dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of 
the land.] Imitating the Asherites, in letting the old inhabit- 
ants live promiscuously with them ; or rather contenting 
themselves with the liberty to live quietly among the 
Canaanites. . . 

Nevertheless, the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and Beth- 
anath became tributaries to them.'] In this they were more 
valiant than tho Asherites, that they brought these two 
cities under contribution, and made them acknowledge 
them for their lords. 

Ver. 34. And the Anwrites forced the children of Dan 
into the mountain.] The condition of the Danites was the 
worst of all the tribes : for they could neither expel the 
old inhabitants of their country, nor make them tributaries, 
nor so niuch as possess it together with them; but the 
Amoritcs distressed them sorely, by penning them up in 
the cities that were in the mountainous parts of their 
country, not suffering them to dwell below in the plain, 
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For they would not suffer them to come down into the 
valley.'] Being very strong, it is likely, in chariots of iron 
(which were of u£e, I observed, in the flat country, though 
they could do no service in the mountains), which tho 
Danitcs so dreaded, that they durst not venturo to en- 
counter them. 

Ver. 35. But theAmorites would dwell in Mount Ileres, 
in Aijalon,and Shaalbinu] And, to add to their affliction, 
would not let them enjoy ail the mountainous country, but 
possessed these three cities there : which constrained the 
Danites to seek for larger quarters in other parts; and 
seems to have been the occasion of that expedition men- 
tioned Josh. xix. 47. where, ver. 41. we read of the two 
last-mentioned cities. (See my notes there.) 

Yet the handof the house of Joseph,] That is, the Eph- 
raimites, who were next neighbours to the Danites, in 
one part of their country. 

Prevailed.] Against the Ambrites, as the LXX. expound 
it, y E(5apvv$ri i) ^tip oikov 'Ivot^ IitX tov 'Afioppaiov, The 

hand of the house of Joseph teas heavy upon the Amorites; 
for they came to the assistance of their brethren, when they 
wxrc grievously distressed. . ■ 

So that they became tributaries.] They brought the AmOT- 
ites so much under, that they made those three cities be- 
foreraentioned pay tribute to the Danitcs, if not all the low 
countries w r hich they inhabited; for he saith, in general, 
They became tributaries, speaking of all the Amorites 
thereabouts. 

Ver. 36. And the coast of the Amorites was from the go* 
ing up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward.] We find 
mention of the going up to Akrabbim in Josh. xv. 3. (See 
my notes there.) And the Vulgar by the rock (in Hebrew, 
$elah)> understands the city called Petra, which was upon 
the borders of Edom, and by Amaziah called Joktheel, in 
2 Kings xiv. 7. Some take these words to signify the large 
extent of the country which the Amorites inhabited ; but I 
take them rather to denote, that the children of Ephraim 
gave such a check to their insolence, that they were con- 
fined to this country, which reached from Akrabbim and' 
Selah, to the mountains here mentioned. By this it ap- 
pears, the Israelites let so many of the old inhabitants re- 
main in Canaan, that they settled themselves among them; 
insomuch, that, in the days of Solomon, we read of a rem- 
nant of the Amorites, Hittitcs, Perizzites, Hivites,and Je- 
busites, (1 Kings ix. 20, 21.) and in far later ages, as I 
have often observed, the Gergesencs remained in the days of 
our Saviour, (Matt. viii. 28.) though it is likely they were 
all become proselytes so far as to worship the God of 
Israel, though not entirely of their religion. 



CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. joLND an angel of the Lord.] The Jews by an 
angel .here understand a prophet, who was sent by God as 
his messenger; which the word angel imports: and they 
commonly take it to have'been Phinehas, who was employed 
on this message. But I sec no reason to depart from the 
natural signification of the word, when there is no absurd- 
ity in it, and it is not usual to speak in this metaphorical 
stylo: for there can no instance be given, that I remember, 
of a- prophet called an angel of the Lord; which I take to 



signify more than an angel, which appeared from heaven 
on this occasion; that is, the angel of the covenant. 

Came upfront Gilgal.] Angels are not commonly said 
to come up, but to come down; which is one reason, I sup- 
pose, why this angel hath been taken for a prophet. But 
if we consider whence he was seen to come, and why from' 
Gilgal, this phrase will appear to be most proper; of which 
I shall give an account presently. 

To Bochim.] This was not the name of the place before, 
but was given it on this occasion, (ver. 5.) In all proba-. 
bility it was Shiloh; for there was no other place where all 
the people of Israel were wont to assemble, as they were 
now when this angel appeared to them, (ver. 4.) 

And said, I made you to go out of Egypt.] These words 
evidently shew, this Was not a created angel, but an un- 
created; even that very person who appeared to Joshua 
hard by Jericho, Josh. v. 13, 14. which I have shewn 
there was God himself : for who but God could speak in 
this style, I made you to go out of Egypt ? No prophet, nor 
any created angel, durst have been so bold ; but would 
have prefaced to this speech in some such words as these, 
Thus saith the Lord, I have made you to go, &c. Suppos- 
ing, then, this angel to be the same with him that then ap- 
peared, it was fit for him to appear now as coming from 
Gilgal, to put them in mind of that illustrious appearanco 
of God near that place, and the assurance he then gave 
them of his presence with them in the conquest of the land, 
and the solemn covenant they mado with him, by the re- 
newing of circumcision in that place: which upbraided 
them with their base ingratitude to God, and their sloth in 
not endeavouring to expel the Canaanites.. 

Andhave brought you into the land which Istvare toyour 
fathers.] Of which he had given them possession. 

And 1 said, I will never break my covenant with you.] If 
they proved not false to him, he assured them they should 
always find him present with them, to make good his pro- 
mises to them. This Joshua told them they knew very 
well, that not one good thing had failed which he pro- 
mised ; and bade them be confident he w r ould still continuo 
the same faithful God. (See Josh. xxi. 45. xxiii. 14.) 

Ver. 2. And ye shall make no league with the inhabitants 
of this land.] Or rather, But ye shall make no league, &c* 
For this was the condition of the covenant on their paTt, 
Deut. vii. 2. and long before that, Exod. xxiii. 32. xxxiv. 
12. and again more lately, Josh, xxiii. 12. 

Ye shall throw down their altars.] See Exod. xxxiv. 13. 
Deut. vii, 5. xii. 3. 

But ye have not obeyed my voice; tchy have you done this?] 
That is, you can give no account of yonr disobedience to 
such plain, and express, and repeated commands. 

Ver. 3. Wherefore I also said, I will not drive them out 
from before you.] God, therefore, resolved to make good 
the threatenings pronounced in his covenant; as hitherto* 
he had performed his promise. (See Josh, xxiii. 13.) 

But they shall be thorns in your sides.] To vex and gall 
them, as Joshua there told them. 

And their gods shall be a snare unto you.] As Moses 
had foretold them, (Exod. xxiii. 33. xxxiv. 12.) For they 
were taken, by their conversation with idolaters, as beasts 
arc in' a toil, and drawn to the worship of their gods, which 
was their ruin. ' 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass, when the angel of the Lord 
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spake all these words unto all the children of Israel.]. By 
this it appears they were all met at some solemn festival, 
as they were bound to do three times every year (for other- 
wise it cannot be conceived what should occasion such an 
assembly of the whole congregation), and, consequently, 
the place where these words were spoken to them was 
Shiloh. 

That the people lift up their voice, and wept.] They made 
doleful lamentations ; some, it is likely, when they reflected 
on their sin ; others, when they thought of their danger. 

Ver. 5. And they called.the name of that place Bochim.] 
Which signifies weepers. It is possible the place where the 
angel, or where they stood, was called by this name, in 
memory of this great goodness of God ; which, for the pre- 
sent, mightily wrought upon their hearts, as appears by 
what follows. 

And they sacrificed there' unto the Lord.] This shews it 
was the place of public worship where they now were; and 
offered upon this occasion whole burnt-offerings unto God, 
by way of supplication and prayer to him, with thanks- 
giving for his goodness in calling them to repentance. 
Some think, indeed, that they offered expiatory sacrifices 
to make atonement for their sin : but they would not have 
been called simply sacrifices, which commonly are meant 
of whole burnt-offerings, or peace-offerings, by which they 
acknowledged him to be the Lord, and promised to serve 
no other god. * -. . \ • > .. . r , 

Ver. 6. And when Joshua had let the people go.] Or, Now 
when Joshua had broke up tJidt last great assembly which 
he lield before his death ; (xxiv. 28.) so some expound it. 
But the next words seem to direct us rather to understand 
it of his dismission of them, after be had cast lots, and 
divided the land among them, (Josh. xix. 51. xxi. 43.) 

The children of Israel went every man unto his inheritance 
to possess the land.] To take possession of that land which 
fell to their share, and settle themselves in it. And they 
went with a resolution, no doubt, to serve the Lord only; 
fts,jwc cannot but think, he exhorted them' before they 
parted : for the lots were cast in Shiloh before the Lord, 
as we are often told in the book of Joshua, xviii. 6. 8. 10. 
xix. 51. From whence they going to take possession of 
their lot, it is reasonable to think he did not dismiss them 
without his blessing, and with a solemn charge to observe 
the laws of God, such as ho gave to the two tribes and 
half, (xxii. 5, &c.) And this is the reason why the author 
of this book repeats this out of the book of Joshua, to shew 
when their apostacy began, and how it camo about: for 
though they went to their possessions well-disposed, yet 
their love of the world, and study of their own private 
advantages, so increased, that they made them forget the 
public good, and take little care of their religion. 

Ver. 7. And tM people served the Lord all the days of Jo- 
shua.] According to his exhortation, and their solemn pro- 
mises, a little before he died, (Josh. xxiv. 14 — 1G, &c.) 

And all the days of the elders that out-lived Joshua.] 
Such as Eleazar, and the rest mentioned Jofch. xix. 51. 
who were men of great authority, as well as. piety; and- 
often, no doubt, admonished them of their duty, and put 
them in mind of their promises made to Joshua in Shc- 
chem, where he made a covenant between God and them, 
and wrote it in the book of the law Of God, (xxiv. 25, 
2G, &c.^ 
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Who had seen all the great works of the Lord that he did 
for Israel.] Both among the . Egyptians, and in the wilder- 
ness, and in Canaan; which Joshua had represented to 
them as a motive to fear the Lord, and serve him in since- 
rity, (Josh. xxiv. 5, 6, &c. 14, 15.) Of these things the 
elders, we may reasonably suppose, frequently reminded 
them, and thereby kept them steadfast in their religion. 
(Sec Josh. xxiv. 21.) For whatsoever bad inclinations 
they had in them, they were restrained, by the reverence 
they bare to these great men, from breaking loose from God 
while they lived. . . . , j 

Ver. 8. And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the 
Lord, died, &c] After he had made that excellent speech 
to them beforementioned, and engaged them in a solemn 
covenant to be God's people. (See Josh. xxiv. 29.) > ,. 

Ver. 9. And they buried him in the border of his inherit- 
ance in Timnath-heres, &c] This is mentioned only to 
shew that they honoured him after his death, by attend- 
ing his funeral, as they had done in his life. (See Josh, 
xxiv. 30.) 

Ver. 10. And also all that generation were gathered unto 
their fathers.] I suppose he means, not only all thos6 who 
had seen the works of God in Egypt and the wilderness, 
but those also who had seen Jordan dried up, the walls of 
Jericho fall down, and the sun stand still at Joshua's word, 
and their enemies smitten down with hailstones, &c. Which 
had made such impressions on their hearts, that they ge- 
nerally continued in the service of God while they lived; 
and kept others in obedience to him;% I 

And there arose another generation after them, which 
knew not the Lord.] But the*, next generation did not re- 
gard the Lord, nor mind their religion; but only studied to 
settle themselves, on any terms, in their possessions, by 
making peace with the Canaanites, whom they should have 
driven out. " 

Nor yet the tvorks which he had done for Israel.] Which 
they did not keep in mind, as they ought to have done.; 
being wholly intent to their earthly concerns, in building 
houses, planting vineyards, and improving their lands. 
Unto which they were invited by the peace they enjoyed; 
by which men's minds are wont to be corrupted ; as the 
Greeks and Romans were in future ages. According to 
those known words of the Roman satirist: 

" Nunc patimur longae pacis mala" 

Ver. 11. And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord.] By this forgetfulncss of God and of his works, 
and by their familiarity with the people of Canaan, they 
soon learned to do as they did, and that openly and pub- 
licly, not fearing the dreadful sentence of God against such 
evil-doers, who were most odious to him, whatsoever ex- 
cuses men make for them. So that phrase, in the sight of 
the Lord, may be interpreted. 

And served Baalim.] The gods of the nations whose land 
they possessed, who were called by this general name, 
which signifies lords. For among the heathen, as St. Paul 
observes, there were gods many, and lords many. In He- 
brew ho would have said many Baalim, who were their 
deified groat men, as Mr. Mede hath shewn, (p. 77G. of his 
works.) For Baal (in Chaldee, Bel) the king of Babel next 
after Nimrod, was the first that was deified, and reputed a 
god after his death, from whence they called all other do- 
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mons by the name of Baalim ; as from the first Roman em- 
peror who was called Caesar, all that followed him were 
styled Caesars. Baalim, therefore, being the general name 
of the gods of Syria, Palestine, and the neighbouring coun- 
tries, there were as many Baals as there, wero nations : for 
example, Baal of the Sidonians, and Baal of the Amorites, 
of the Moabites, and Ammonites, and the rest of the peo- 
ple thereabouts, who had their Baalim. (See also Selden, 
de Diis Syris, Syntagm. ii. cap. 1.) 

Ver. 12. And they forsook the Lord God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and folloived 
other gods of the people that were round about them.] By 
other gods may be meant the gods of the people of Canaan ; 
which did not content them, but they worshipped also the 
gods of other neighbouring nations, none of which had be- 
stowed any benefit upon them. This was a very high ag- 
gravation of their sin ; that when all other nations made to 
themselves such gods as they thought had done them good, 
or could be helpful to them, they forsook the greatest Bene- 
factor to their nation, who had made them a free people, 
and worshipped such gods as had done nothing for them, 
nor had been able to preserve those that worshipped them 
from destruction. 

And bowed themselves unto them.'] They did not only own 
,ihcm for gods, but publicly adored them. 

Andprovoked the Lord to anger.] Who had told them he 
was a jealous God, and could notbear any rival, (Exod.xx. 
;T, 2.) It is not easy to give an account what moved them 
to forsake their God after such wonderful things as he had 
dono for them, and their most solemn engagements to him. 
It is not unlikely that one. reason was, the unusual rites 
prescribed in his Divine service, much different from all 
other nations ; and several laws that made them unlike all 
the rest of the world, who hated them upon this account. 
This they could not bear, desiring to be conformable to 
other people and to gain their friendship. For Hosea 
saith, viii. 12. they looked upon the great things of the law 
as a strange thing. 

Ver. 13. And they fotsook the Lord, and served Baal 
rand Ashtaroth.] Especially they worshipped the sun, and 
the moon, or Venus; which some understand by Astarte. 
In the next chapter it is said they worshipped Baalim and, 
the groves, iii. 7. For in those groves several. goddesses, 
under the name of Ashtaroth, were worshipped, as Mr. 
Selden conjectures in his Syntag. ii. de Diis Syris, cap. 2. 
^vhere he shews there wero many Astartes among the hea- 
then, as "there were Baals; and therefore the Scripture 
speaks of them in the plural number (as the LXX; here 
doth, rate ' Aarapraio), because of the multitude of images 
representing Juno, or Venus, or Diana, which had the 
name of Ashtaroth, signifying (as some think) as much as 
Beatas, blessed. 

Ver. 14. And the anger qf the Lord was hot against 
Israel.] Brake out in very dreadful effects vpon them. 

And he delivered them into the hands of the spoilers that 
spoiled them.] Carried away their cattle and their goods. 

Andhesold them into the hands of their enemies round 
about.] Who carried away their persons, as well as .their 
goods, and made them slaves. For that seems to be the 
.meaning of selling them, which is a phrase often used in 
this book, (iii. 8. iv.2.) and in other places, (Deut. xxxii. 
30. Psal. xliv. 12, &c.) This was a just punishment of 



God upon them, that, as they served the gods of the peo- 
ple round about them, (ver. 12.) so they should be slaves 
to all those nations round about <3iem. 

So that they could not any longer stand before their ewe* 
mies.] Being so far from being able to make any further 
conquests, that they could not defend themselves. 

Ver. 15. Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the 
Lord xvas against them for evil.] They had ill Success in 
all their affairs, whether private or public business. 

As the Lord had said, and as the Lord had sworn unto 
them.] See Deut. xxviii. xxx. 17, 18. xxxi. 16, 17. and 
many other places, i 

And they .were greatly distressed.] As soon as they 
slackened their endeavours to drive out the Canaanites, 
and made leagues with them (as we read in the foregoing 
part of this chapter), God began to withdraw himself from 
them, and would not drive out their enemies from before 
them, (ver. 3.) But when by this means they were en- 
snared to worship their gods; (as he foresaw they would, 
ver. 4.) then he gave them up into the hands of those ene- 
jnies, with whom they had made friendship, and suffered 
them to tyrannize over them, and use themeruelly. 

Ver. 16. Nevertheless, the Lord raised up judges, &c] 
Extraordinary rulers arid governors, whose authority, I 
take to have been chiefly in time of war; they being raised 
up (by a particular inspiration and excitation from God), 
as it here follows, to deliver them out of the hands of those 
that spoiled them. So that commonly, when they had 
wrought deliverance for the people, and their army was 
dismissed, they became private men again ; as appeartfby 
the story of Jephthah, who would not undertake to lead 
them against the Ammonites, unless he might be their 
governor when the w T ar was done; (Judg. xi. 9.) and of 
Gideon, who refused to rule over them, when they offered 
the government to him, after the conquest of .the Midian- 
ites, (viii. 22, 23.) Their business, therefore,- principally 
was to preserve the people's liberties, to restore them, to- 
gether with God's true religion; and to prescribe what was 
to be done in such 'cases ; being a kind of dictators, whose 
power continued as long as there was occasion for it. .Yet 
it must be acknowledged, that some of them had an es- 
tablished authority for their, life over those whom they 
had rescued from slavery (not over the whole common- 
wealth of Israel, part of which was some time in peace, 
when another part was oppressed), and managed political 
matters, when they* were too hard for the ordinary judges 
to. divide them. (See Deut* xvii. 9.) Thus we* read that 
Deborah, a prophetess, judged Israel, and that the peoplo 
came to her for judgment, before she excited Barak to 
vindicate their liberties : but commonly they seem to have 
contented themselves with this, not minding judgment ; as 
Samuel, the last of them, chiefly exercised his authority in 
matters of justice, 1 Sam: vii. 15, &e. where he is said in 
his house at Ramah to have judged Israel, and ended their 
controversies, and dono right to every man: and when, by 
reason of age, he could do this no longer, he committed it 
to his sons, (See Corn. Bertram, de Repub. Judaica, 
cap. 9. p. 109, &c). 

Ver. 17. And yet they would not hearken to their judges.] 
Not constantly; but revolted again, (ver. 18, 19.) 

But they went a whoring after otlier gods, and bowed 
themselves unto them.] Worshipped them publicly; which 
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is commonly called going a whoring from God, who had 
espoused them to himself* 

They turned quickly out of the way.] As soon as the 
judge was dead, who had wrought deliverance for them; 

Which their fathers walked in, obeying the command- 
ments of the Lord.] In the days of Joshua, and the elders 
which survived him, (ver. 7.) 

But they did not so.] Whom the next generation would 
not imitate. 

Ver. 18. And when the Lord raised them up judges.] 
This is the constant phrase wherein he speaks of these 
great men, whose spirit was stirred up by an extraordi- 
nary motion froin. God, to undertake things beyond the 
reach of human wisdom or power. 

Then the Lord was with the judge.] Endued him with 
heroical courage, and gave him wonderful success. Here 
"the Targum continues the same language, The Word of the 
Lord was the helper of the judge. (See chap. i. 19. 22.) 

And delivered them out of the hand of their enemies all the 
days of the judge.] As long as he ruled oyer them, and kept 
ihem in obedience to him. This signifies, that if they did 
not exercise their authority, yet the effects of it remained 
all' the days of .their life. ? 

For it repented the Lord because of their groanings, by 
reason of them that oppressed and vexed them.] 'He altered 
4he course of his providence, when they not only sighed and 
.groaned under their oppressions, but cried unto him for 
help, and promised amendment, as we find they did, iii. 9. 
15. vi. 7, 8, &c. 

Ver. 19. And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, 
-they returned.] To their former idolatry. 

And corrupted themselves more than their fathers.] Who 
Jived in the former judge's time, and had sorely smarted 
for this sin, till God, upon their repentance, sent them de- 
liverance. ' %V. *; • * \ 

In following other gods, to serve them, and bow down to 
4hem.] They either multiplied more strange gods, or de- 
vised' still new rites of worship contrary to God's law* 
The common service they paid to every one* of them was 
building temples to their honour, setting up altars, planting 
groves, burning incense, and sacrificing beasts. 

They ceased not from tlieir evil doings.] In the Hebrew, 
Would not let fall their oiun inventions ; but retained them, 
notwithstanding* all that God had done to bring them off 
from their idolatry. 

Nor from their stubborn way.] But obstinately persisted 
in their evil courses, as if nothing had been done to reclaim 
them. 

Ver. 20. And the anger of the Lord was hot against Is- 
rael^ This highly incensed the Divine displeasure, and 
provoked him to punish them more grievously. 
. And he said, Because tlve people hath transgressed my co- 
venant which I commanded their fathers, &c] By making 
leagues with the Canaanitcs, and not throwing down their 
altars, &cJ Arius Montanus very well observes, that this 
verse expresses what great reason there was for God's be- 
ing exceeding angry with them. First, because they had 
forsaken him, to whom they owed their being a nation. 
Secondly, because they had violated that covenant, which 
was not a new or obscure thing, but made long ago with 
their fathers, who, it was very well known, had reaped the 
benefit thereof. And, thirdly, because (as this verse con- 



cludes) they had not hearkened nnto w Gods voice; i. e+ 
though he had often admonished them, by his prophets, of 
their duty, and* chidden and threatened them; yet they 
would not mind what he said, but in a most rebellious man- 
ner gave themselves up to the.impieties of other nations; : 

Ver. 21. I also will not henceforth drive out any from be* 
fore them.] That is, not presently, of so soon as he in- 
tended, if they had pleased him. (See, ver; 23.) 

Of the nations which Joshua left when he died.] For God 
never intended. they should be all rooted out at. once/* as 
hath been often noted from Exo'd. xxiii. 29, 30. yet. their 
expulsion had been more speedy, if they had obeyed him, 
than now he, resolved it should be. Nor . could it well be 
otherwise; for, by being delivered into their enemies' hands; 
to spoil and to enslave them, their increase was thereby 
hindered ; so that they were not able .to people all the land 
so soon as they might have done if they had been obedient : 
for then God promised to multiply them exceedingly, (Deut. 
vii. 13, 14, &c.) 

Ver. 22. That by them I may prove Israel, whether they 
will keep the way of the Lord to walk therein, as their fa- 
thers did keep it, or not.] That it might appear, whether thejr 
would continue firm, as their fathers resolved, in the service 
of God, (Josh. xxiv. 16. 24.) or revolt" from him to serve 
other gods. * ** ,' , * *&. 

Ver. 23. Tliertfore the Lord left these nations, without 
driving them out hastily ; neither delivered he them into the 
hand of Joshua.] This was one reason they were not all cast 
out at once, by the victorious hand of Joshua; for if none 
of them had been left remaining, there would. have been.no 
temptation to worship their gods; which would have been 
all abolished with them. Another reason is given of this, 
in the place beforementioned, Exod. xxiii. 29, 30. and 
Deut. vii. 22. ' . •* 

CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OW these are the nations which the Lord left, 
to prove Israel by them.] Having said in general, that God 
thought fit not to drive out all the Canaanites, that he might 
try the care and fidelity of his people in his service, (ii! 22.) 
he now names the particular nation's that remained un- 
subdued. . ; 

Even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars of 
Canaan.] Such as were born since the war was ended ; and 
had seen none of the wonderful works of God in the con- 
quest of the land; God intended to prove them, whether 
they would worship him, when they saw what they must 
expect if they did not ; viz. that he would let the Canaan- 
itcs, their mortal enemies, loose upon them. 

Ver. 2. Only that the generations of the children of Israel 
might know to teach them war.'] There was another reason 
why they were left remaining, as was observed before in 
the last verse of the foregoing chapter: but this had been 
sufficient, if there had been no other; that the Israelites 
might not grow sluggish for want of some to awaken and 
exercise their courage, and to keep up martial discipline 
among them ; and that they might, by having powerful ene- 
mies so near them, betake themselves to God constantly, 
and depend upon his help and succour, by whose power 
their fathers had brought them under. 

At the least such as before knew nothing thereof] If this 
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was not needful for all, it was at least for such as had never 
handled arms; that they might be trained Tip to bo ready upon 
occasion to fight with their enemies. For they being wholly 
bred to husbandry, and feeding of cattle, would have had 
no military discipline among them, if thoy had not had the 
Canaanites so near to them. 

Or this may bo the meaning of this verge*, Tltey shall 
know xohat it is to be left to themselves: for their fathers 
fought by a Divine power, but now they shall learn what it 
is to fight like other men, without God to go along with 
them. 

t Ver. 3, Namely, the five lords of the Philistines* ,] See 
upon Josh. xiii. 2, 3. and Judg. i. 18. where it appeals, 
that three of them had been, iii some measure, conquered; 
but it seems had recovered their country again, by the 
sloth of the Israelites. 

And all the Canaanites.] These were a particular peo- 
ple of that country (as hath been often said), near to the 
midland sea, many of which still remained scattered up and 
down the land. 

And the SidoniansJ] Who lived in the territory belonging 
to the famous city of Sidon; who was one of the sons of 
Canaan, (Gen. x. 15.) 

And the Hivites that dwelt in Mount Lebanon.] A famous 
mountain in the north part of Canaan. 

From Baal-Hermon unto the entering in of Hamath.] 
See in Josh. xL 3. xiii. 6. ' .* 

Ver. 4. And they were to prove Israel by tlietn^ to know 
whether they would hearken to the commandments of the 
Lord, &c.] That their virtue might appear, if they did not 
imitate these people ; or their baseness, if they did. -\ 
. Ver. 5. And the children of Israel dwelt among the Ca- 
naanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hi- 
vites, and Jebusites.] The Israelites soon discovered- their 
bad disposition, in suffering all sorts of the wicked people 
of this land to remain and dwell with them; as if they were 
still the possessors of this country, and tho children of Is- 
rael but intruders among them. 

Ver. 6. And they took their daughters to be their wives, 
and gave their daughters to their sons.] Which was not only 
directly contrary to the law of God, (Deut. vii. 3.) but a 
higher breach of their covenant with him,' than the mere 
making leagues with them. 

And served their gods.] As Moses, in the same place, 
foretold they would, (Deut. vii. 4.) if they contracted such 
marriages with them. 

Ver, 7. And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and forgat the Lord their God.] They grew in 
time so very wicked, that they not only worshipped other 
gods, together with the Lord ; but quite forgot him, and 
Worshipped them alone. 

And served Baalim and the groves.] Some hero take 
groves, literally, for the trees themselves that composed 
those shady places, which were anciently consecrated to 
heroes ; being, some time, the place of their sepulchre ; 
where their nianes were supposed to haunt. For Baalim 
were the same with heroes; and trees were accounted 
sacred things, by the ancient heathen, who consecrated 
them to this or that deity, and trimmed them up with ri- 
bands, and adorned them with lights, and made vows to 
them, and hung the spoils of their enemies upon them. In- 
somuch, that travellers were wont- to stop when they were 



to pass by them, as if they had been the habitation of some 
god. But Mr. Scldcn thinks, that by groves are to be here 
understood the images of their ^ods in the groves ; as it is 
certain they must signify in some places. (See upon chap, 
vi. 25.) And he probably conjectures, that there were se- 
veral goddesses, under the name of Ashtaroth, worshipped 
in them. (Sec the place mentioned above, in his Dc Diis 
feyris, Syritag. ii. cap. 2.) • 

And it is evident, that these deities, whatsoever they 
were, w6re different from Baalim; for the prophets of 
Baal, and the prophets of the groves, were distinct persons, 
inl Kings xviii. 19.* • .. 

Ver. 8. Therefore tte dngtr of the Lord was hot against 
Israel.] This expression we had twice before. (See chap. 
ii.14.20.) 

And he sold them.] See in the game place. 

Into thehand ofChusMn-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia J} 
Ot that country Which lay between the two great rivers of 
Euphrates and Tigris. So tho first enemy that oppressed 
them Were the Syrians ; who, cither out of hatred, or de- 
sire to enlarge their dominions, Came over Euphrates and 
invaded them. - 

And the children qf Israel served CJiushan-rishathaim eight 
years.] He forced them to buy thoir peace upon hard terms, 
and brought them under tribute* to him ; but did not im> 
pose garrisons upon them ; sO that they more easily re- 
covered their liberty, when one appeared to head them. 
When these eight years began (that is, how long after the 
deathof Joshua), is variously disputed ; but it is certain it 
was in the next age (which in Scripture signifies about 
tbree-and-thirty years) after Joshua and the elders that Sur- 
vived him (during whose time they served God and lived 
in freedom). For Caleb's younger brother, as it here fol- 
lows, was the first judge whom God raised up to them. 

Ver. 9. And when the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord.] Returned to him, and acknowledged him to be thoir 
only God, of whom they earnestly begged pardon, and im- 
plored help with fervent prayer; beseeching him to deliver 
them from this cruel servitude; as he did Jacob their fore- 
father, from the bondage of Laban the Syrian. 

He raised a deliverer to the children Of Israel, who de- 
livered them.] All the judges are called by tho name of 
saviours, or deliverers, in Nehemiah ik. 27. because they 
rescued them from the oppression of their enemies, "when 
they could not help themselves. 

Even Othniel the son ofKenaz, Caleb's younger brother.] 
So he is called, i. 13. concerning which, see Josh. xv. 17. 

Ver. 10. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him.] He 
had an extraordinary motion from God to take upon him 
the government of the people; which none durst presume 
to do, but such as were appointed by God, who was their 
king f . Joscphus thinks that God appeared to them, or 
some way revealed his will to them, in these matters; so 
that they were sure they acted by his authority. The Chal- 
dee paraphrast seems to favour the latter- opinion, who 
calls this spirit, the Spirit of prophecy* Certain it is, that 
they had not only an inward incitement to inidcrtako tho 
deliverance of God's people, but were endowed with ex- 
traordinary courage and conduct; and it is likely with a 
singular gift of Divine eloquence, to persuado the people 
to forsake their idolatry, and vindicate their liberty. 

And he judged Israel, and ivent out to war.] This was 
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the first part of the office of a judge, to plead their cause, 
and avenge them of their oppressors ; as this phrase of 
judging is used, Deut. xxxii, 35, 36. and other places. 
Though here being set before going to war, it may be 
thought that he first rectified what was amiss among them, 
and .especially reduced them to the worship of the Lord 
alone ; and then went to fight against their, enemies. 

And the Lord delivered Chushan-rishathdim king of Me- 
sopotamia into his hand.] They overthrew and entirely 
routed all his forces, and, as the words seem to import, 
took or slew the king himself. 

Arid his hand prevailed against Chushan-rishathaim.') So 
that he could not recover his strength to oppress them 
any more. ' *-< - 

Ver. 11. And the land had rest forty years.] It doth not 
suit with my design to enter into chronological disputes; 
and therefore I remit the learned reader to the Canon Chro- 
nicus of Sir J,Marsham, lib. ii. where he supposes the idol- 
atrous generation to have risen in the thirty-fourth year 
after the death of Joshua ; who lost their liberty, and fell 
under the oppression of Chushan, for tho space of eight 
years, and after their deliverance from it, lived happily 
forty years. Which will appear in the sequel to be more 
reasonable, than to interpret these words as if they signified, 
The land rested in the fortieth year after Joshua first settled 
them in peace and quiet. So our great primate of Ireland ; 
(vide A.M. 2599.) 

And Othniel the son ofKenaz died.] It is not certain in 
what part of these forty years of rest ho died ; nor is it ma- 
terial whether in the beginning, middle, or end of it. 

Ver. 12. And the children of Israel did evil again in the 
sight of the LordJ] Fell into the sin of idolatry after Othniel 
was dead. 

And the Lord strengthened Eglon the king of Moab 
against them, because they had done evil in the sight of the 
Lord.] As he raised up deliverers to Israel when they were 
penitent; so he stirred up enemies to them, and gave them 
power also to oppress them, when they revolted from him. 
And the next enemy to the Syrians were the Moabites ; for 
since they worshipped the gods of the people round about 
them, (chap. ii. 12.) it was fit they should be punished by 
those very people. ; . 

Ver. 13. And he gathered unto him tlve children of Am- 
man and Amalek.] Persuaded these two. nations, who 
were his near neighbours (Moab lying between them), to 
associate themselves with him in this war. Unto which 
they were easily inclined ; especially Amalek, who had an 
old grudge to the Israelites. . -.r.) 

And went and smote Israel.] Either by a sudden invasion, 
or in a pitched battle. 

And possessed themselves of the city of palm-trees.] That 
is, Jericho, as appears from Deut. xxxiv. 3. Judg. i. 16. 
Which, though it was destroyed by Joshua, yet the place 
where it stood remaining, it is likely they made fortifica- 
tions, and placed a strong garrison there, that they might 
the better keep the whole country in subjection. For, as 
the country thereabouts was very fertile (of which they de- 
prived the Israelites, and sent the riches of it to their own 
country, which was not far off), so they hindered all com- 
munications between those on this side Jordan, and those 
on the other side, but what they pleased to allow; and 
maintained a correspondence with their own people, from 



whom they could receive more forces, if there were need; 
by having the command of the passages over Jordan. By 
which means also they thought to secure their retreat, if 
there should be occasion, to their own country. 

Ver. 14. So the children of Israel served Eglon the king of 
Moab eighteen years.] He ruled all this time as an absolute 
master over them, and imposed what burdens he 'pleased 
upon them; of which, it .is likely, the Ammonites and 
Amalekites had a share, as a reward of their help and as* 
sistance. 

Ver. 15. But when the children of Israel cried unto the 
Lord.] Humbled themselves before him, acknowledged 
their* offence, begged his pardon, and beseeched his help ; 
as before, ver. 9. o * 

Tlie Lord raised them up a deliverer.] As he had done 
before. (See ver, 9.) 

Ehud the son of Gerq,, a Benjamite.] Which tribe was 
the most immediately oppressed (the country of Jericho 
being in it), and therefore one of them was very proper to 
be their deliverer. . *i * * 

A man left-handed.] The Hebrew words itter jadjemhti 
are very obscure, being used no where else but here, and 
xx. 16. In both places the LXX. translate them aju^ortpo- 
&&oc, whom the Vulgar'follows, " qui utraque manu pro 
dextra utebatur," who could use both hands, as we do mif 
right. This the Hebrew phrase will bear, which literally 
signifies, as we translate it in the margin, shut of his right 
hand; i. e. who did nothing with it, but used his left, though 
he could use both alike : or, as Josephus will have it, twv 
X^pwv rrjv apuxrepav afidvwv, who of the tivo coidd use his 
left hand best. 

And by him the children of Israel sent a present unto 
Eglon king of Moab.~\ Some understand by this the tribute 
that was laid upon them; but it rather signifies a volun- 
tary present, above their ordinary payments ; whereby 
they hoped to mollify him, and make him favourable to his 
loving subjects: for mincha is used for such offerings as 
were presented to God to obtain his favours. 

Ver. 16. But Ehud made him a dagger.~\ Privately pre- 
pared this weapon, intending to make use of this oppor- 
tunity for their deliverance. 

Which had two edges, of a cubit length.] Therefore Jo- 
sephus calls it ZiQidiov, a little sword; which was long 
enough to do execution, but so short as to be easily con- 
cealed. 

. And he did gird it under his raiment.] Which the LXX. 
and the Vulgar take to have been a military garment; but 
the Hebrew word mad signifies any sort of raiment. 

Upon his right thigh.] To avoid all suspicion (for men 
use to wear their swords on their left side), and that he 
might more readily draw it out, and use it with his left 
hand, when he should find occasion. * 
* Ver. 17. And he brought the present to Eglon king of 
Moab.] Was admitted into his presence, and delivered the 
present* with his right hand, as men usually do; which h§ 
could use, I suppose, as well as his left, though not, 
perhaps, with so much strength. 

And Eglon was a very fat man.} Which made him un- 
wieldy, and less able and ready to rise up, arid avoid or de- 
fend himself from a sudden stroke. The LXX. translate it 
avfjp aaruog ir^oSpa, an exceeding civil or courteous man ; 
which made it the more easy for Ehud to give the blow", 
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when he embraced him, perhaps, or stooped, when he rose 
out of his seat to receive his message, in an obliging manner. 
. Vcr. 18. And when he had made an end to offer the pre- 
sent.'] Which was done (as appears by this) with such 
ceremony as was in use in those days. 

lie sent away the people that bare the present."] It was 
brought by some of his retinue (consisting, it is likely, of 
several things), who being all withdrawn, and gone some 
part of their way homeward with him, he bade them go 
forward, and leave him to dispatch some private business 
which he pretended: for such designs, as he had in his 
mind, seldom succeed where many are engaged in them. 

Ver. 19. And he himself turned again.] As if he had for- 
gotten something, or had met with some new instructions 
by the way. 

From the quarries that were by Gilgal.] Some under- 
stand by the word we translate quarries, a place where 
they digged or hewed stones; others, the twelve stones 
which Joshua placed in .Gilgal. But the LXX. and the 
Vulgar take it for graven images; for so, indeed, the word 
pesil commonly signifies in Scripture, and so we translate 
it in the margin of our Bible: which when .Ehud beheld, 
his spirit was mightily stirred within him (as Conradus 
Pellicanus explains this passage), and he proceeded no 
further in his return home, but went back, with ^resqlution 
to revenge this affront to God, as well as the oppression 
of his people. For it is to be supposed, the.Moabites had 
set up these graven images in this place, rather than any 
other; which had been famous for the presence of God for 
a long time in it. 

And said, I have a secret errand unto thee, O king.] 
Being admitted again into the king's presence, he desired 
a private audience of him. 

. Who said, Keep silence.] He bade Ehud say no more, till 
all his attendants were withdrawn, whom he would not 
have to hear the message. 

And all that stood by him went out from him.] It may 
seem strange, that a prince should trust himself alone with 
one of that nation, who he knew groaned under his yoke ; 
but" his mind was blinded by the present, and by the com- 
pliments wherewith it was delivered; and God deprived 
him, at this time, of his \yonted prudence. For, as Solo- 
mon observes, ** .There is no wisdom, nor understanding, 
nor counsel against the Lord:" who intended he should be 
destroyed, (Prov. xxi. 30.) 

Ver. 20. And Ehud came unto him.] Approached nearer 
to his person. 

And he was sitting in a summer parlour.] In a cool room 
(as the Hebrew word imports), where he was defended 
from the heat of the sun, and enjoyed the fresh air. 

Which he had made for himself alone.] Where he was; 
wont to retire from all company, when he had a mind to 
sleep, perhaps in the heat of the day, or to dispatch busi- 
ness with which he entrusted nobody. 

And Ehud said, I have a message from God unto thee.] 
"Which in some sense was true, but not in that wherein the 
king understood it; who thought he had, met with somo 
Divine "apparition in the way, or been at some oracle; for 
he doth not say he had a message from Jehovah the God 
of Israel (whom he would have despised, perhaps, as Pha- 
raoh did), but from Elohun, which was a common name to 
j»ll gods, (xxiv* 2. 15.) 
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And he rose out of his seat.] Out of reverence as to God, 
whose words, he supposed, he was to hear. A remarkable 
instance of the ancient veneration men paid to whatsoever 
carried the name and authority of God in it, and re- 
proaches those who now behave themselves irreverently, 
even in his worship and service. (See Numb, xxiii. 18.. 
2 Kings xxiii. 3.) i , 

Ver. 21. And Ehud put forth his left hand, and took the 
dagger from his right thigh.] If the king had his eye upon 
his hands, it was upon the right, and not the left, so that ha 
might more unobservedly employ it as he designed. 

And thrust it into his belly.] So that it pierced his heart 
(as Josephus understands it), or some other vital part; 
upon which he immediately died, without speaking a word, 
or making a noise to alarm his servants who were with- 
out. Nothing can justify this fact but an order from the 
Lord, which he not only pretended, but really had. (See 
ver. 2G.) 2 ... 

Vcr. 22. And the haft also went in after the blade.] The* 
thrust he made was' so violent, that not only the blade of 
the dagger, but the handle also, went into his bowels.. ' . 

And the fat closed up the blade.] And the haft, so that 
they could not be seen. 

So that he could not draw the dagger out of his belly. J 
But left it there, because he could take no hold of it. 

And the dirt came out.] All agree that the word parsche- 
dona, which is no where found but here, signifies the dung 
pr excrements; which came not out at the w r ound (for that 
was closed), but at the usual place; it being common for 
bodies to purge after they are dead, especially such cor- 
pulent ones as his was, in whose bowels, no doubt, there 
were violent convulsions made by this sudden stroke. 

Ver. 23. And Ehud went forth through the porch.] It 
is very uncertain what the Hebrew word misredona signi- 
fies, which we translate porch. Some take it for the guard- 
chamber (as the liXX. seem to understand it), or a place 
where the king's servants sat; through which he passed 
boldly, that he might give no suspicion of any mischief he 
had done: or, as Kimchi explains it, the place where the 
people sat, who waited for audience. 

And shit the doors of the parlour upon him, and locked 
them.] As he came out of the parlour, he not only shut the 
doors after him, and locked them; but, it is likely, took 
the key aw r ay with him. There seem to have been double 
doors, an inward and an outward, as is usual. 

Ver. 24. And when he was gone out, his servants earned 
Seeing Ehud was gone from the king, his attendants came 
into the antechamber (as we speak), to be ready at the 
king's call, to wait his pleasure, . 

And when they saw, that, behold, the doors of the parlour 
were Iqcked, they said, Surely he covereth his feet in the sum* 
mer parlour.] They concluded he was easing nature, as 
this phrase is commonly understood here, and in 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 3. for when they were about that business, the long 
garments which they wore in those countries were so dis- 
posed as to cover their feet. (See Gataker in his Cinnus, 
lib. ii. cap. 3.) But it may be understood, I think, of lay- 
ing himself down to sleep, which they wore wont to do in 
those countries in the heat of the day; (2 Sam. iv. 5.) and 
then, lying down in their clothes, it was necessary to cover 
their feet for decency's sake, to keep their garments from 
slipping up, and exposing those parts which should not be 
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seen. And this suits better with the story than the other ; 
for they thought fit to wait a great while before they entered 
the chamber, that they might not disturb his rest; whereas 
the other business being soon dispatched, would not have 
occasioned their waiting so long. (See the Arabic and 
Syriac version, both here and upon 1 Sam. xxiv. 3.) 

Ver. 25. And they tarried.] Waiting in the antechamber.* 

Till they were ashamed.*] Till they were in a great con- 
fusion/not knowing what to think should be the cause that 
he slept longer than ordinary. 

And, behold, he opened jiot the door of the parlour.] At 
which it is likely, after tedious expectation, they knocked, 
and had no answer. 

Tliere/ore they took a key and opened them.] For in 
kings' courts, there were more than one who had keys to 
the same room. 

And, behold, their lordwas fallen down dead on the earth.] 
Perhaps they did not at first perceive that he was killed; 
which might something retard their pursuit of Ehud. 

Ver. 26. And Ehud escaped while they tarried.] Their 
long expectance of the king's awaking out of sleep, gave 
hirathe advantage of making his escape. . 

And passed beyond the quarries.] From whence he re- 
turned to do this exploit, (ver. 19.) which had been murder, 
if he had not had a Divine warrant for what he did: unto 
which none can pretend now, without blaspheming God as 
the author of sin ; but then was evident; by the wonderful 
gifts of wisdom, and courage, arid might, wherewith such 
men were divinely inspired. (See Grotius, de Jure Belli et 
Pacis, lib. i. cap. 4. sect; 10. n. 4.) 

And escaped unto Seirath.] Gilgal was so near to the gar- 
rison which the Moabites had in those territories, that he 
did not think himself safe till he was got out of the tribe 
of Benjamin into the mountainous country of Ephraim, 
where this town was, upon the confines of the tribe of 
Benjamin. 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass, when Jw was come.] To' 
Seirath. 

Tliat he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim.] To 
summon those who were disposed to recover their liberties, 
to take arms and follow him. 

And the children of Israel went down with him from the 
mount.] A considerable body of men, no doubt, presently 
met together (being before prepared, it is likely, by his 
emissaries), and marched after him into the country of Ben- 
jamin, where the Moabites were settled. 

And he before them.'] He led them on as their captain ; 
and had many more, in all probability, joined him*as he 
marched further into the country. 

Ver. 28. And he said unto them, Folloiv after me.] Be not 
afraid to venture your lives, as I will do, for the liberty of 
your country. 

For the Lord hath delivered your enemies the Moabites 
into your hand.] He was'assured that God, who had suc- 
ceeded his enterprise, and deprived the Moabites of their 
supreme head (whereby, no doubt, they were in great con- 
fusion), would accomplish what he had begun, and give 
them a perfect deliverance : with this belief he endeavoured 
to possess their souls, as if the thing was already done, 
which he knew would inspire them with such courage as 
could not be withstood. 

And they went down after him, and took the fords of 
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Jordan.] He proceeded prudently, as well as Courageously; 
and therefore led them directly to the fords of Jordan, of 
which they possessed themselves ; that the Moabites who 
had settled themselves in that part of Judea, (ver. 13.) 
might not be able to save themselves by retreating into 
their own country, nor they in Moab be able to come to 
their assistance. 

And suffered not a man to pass over.] To carry or bring 
any intelligence. 

Ver. 29. And they slew of the Moabites at that time about 
ten thoiisand men.] Who had taken possession of the city 
of palm-trees, (ver. 13.) and posted themselves thereabouts, 
to keep the Israelites in subjection. 

All lusty men.] In the Hebrew it is, all fat men; that is 
(as some understand it), men of estates, or very wealthy 
persons: men of quality, or of the better sort (as others ex- 
pound it), who chose to transplant themselves hither, be- 
cause of the richness and deliciousness of this country; 
but it may be interpreted strongmen, as our translation im- 
ports, who were culled out from among the Moabites, to 
keep the Israelites in greater awe. 

And all men of valour.] Who had given proof of their 
undaunted spirit in war. 

And there escaped not a man.] But they were all cut off, 

either by those that guarded the fords, and intercepted 

their passage into their own country, or by the other part 

* of the army of Israel who fell upon them, and drove them 

thither. i * 

Ver. 30. So Moab ivas subdued that day under the'hand 
of Israel.] This doth not signify that they brought the 
country of Moab under their subjection, as the Moabites 
had brought theirs, but that they freed themselves from the 
yoke they had laid upon them, and served them no longer. 
(See ver. 14.) 

And the land had rest fourscore years.]. Which the same 
great man, mentioned in the foregoing chapter, thus inter- 
prets : ad A. M. 2G79. " Et quicvit terra anno octuagesimo, 
post quieterh priorem ab Othniele restitutam." And the 
land had rest in the eightieth year, after -the former restored 
to it by Othniel: but there is another way which some 
learned writers among the Jews suggest, of bringing the 
years of servitude and of peace, mentioned in this book, 
into such a compass, as may agree with what is said in 
1 Kings vi. 2. concerning the number of years that passed 
from the deliverance out of Egypt to the building of Solo- 
mon's temple : for they suppose that there was scarce any 
of the judges who ruled over the whole country of Israel, 
but some in one part, and some in another; so that at the 
same time there were several judges in several parts of the 
land ; and peace in one part, when there was war in another. 
Accordingly our learned chronologer Sir J. Marsham (who 
follows this opinion) understands here by the land which 
had rest fourscore years, not the whole land of Israel, but 
the eastern part of it, which had shaken off the yoke of 
Moab; but in the meantime the Philistines invaded the 
western parts, as it here follows, and were repulsed by 
Shamgar, while the eastern countries enjoyed perfect peace. 
This I take to be the clearest account of these words, the 
land had rest fourscore years; that is, the eastern part of the 
country, which had shaken off the yoke of Moab, not the 
whole land of Israel : for, as the Philistines invaded the 
western parts, so Jabin afflicted the northern (as it follows 
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iii the next chapter), while the oriental tribes remained in 
peace. 

Ver. 31. And after liiin was Shamgar the son ofAnath.] 
It is not said of what tribe he was, and it is in vain to in- 
quire about it; but it is probable he was one of those tribes 
that bordered upon the Philistines, because what he did 
was against them, and those were Judah, Dan, and Ephraim : 
nor is there the least signification how long he judged them ; 
but he succeeding Ehud, his government was in some part 
of the fourscore years beforementioned: and, perhaps, it 
was not long before that time wherein Jabin oppressed 
Israel in the northern parts, as may be probably gathered 
from ver. G. 

. Which slew of the Philistines six hundred men.] Now 
some of the people of Canaan made an attempt upon the 
Israelites, in the western parts, to bring them under their 
power. And these words sound as if Shamgar alone made 
opposition to them, and slew the number mentioned ; being 
excited by the mighty power of God, which gave him un- 
wonted courage and strength; for he was raised up, as the 
two foregoing great men had been, by a Divine inspira- 
tion, to be their judge, as appears by the last words of this 
verse. 

With an ox-goad.] The Vulgar takes the Hebrew word 
malmud for a plough-share, and the LXX. favour this in- 
terpretation: but if we may judge by the derivation of the 
word, our translation is more probable ; wherein we follow* 
Kimchi and other learned Jews, who take it for the instru- 
ment whereby oxen are provoked (and, as it were, put in 
mind of their duty) when they draw the plough . lazily. 
And thus Lycurgus is said to have overthrown the forces 
of Bacchus, without any other arms but fiovirXiiyt, an ox- 
goad. So Homer describes the Bacchae as put to flight 
av$po(j>6voto AvKoipyov ]3ov7rXrJ7i. (See Bochartus, lib. i. 
Canaan, cap. 18.) 
. . And he also delivered Israel.] From hence it appears 
that he was a judge as well as the two former, though 
some both ancient and modern have questioned it; for this 
is the very phrase whereby they are described, ii. 9. 15. 
And the first words of this verse signify as much;' which 
say, that after him (i. e. # Ehud) was Shamgar, who sue-, 
ceeded him ; that is, in the office of a judge, as the words 
naturally signify : and the great .slaughter he made of the 
Philistines argues the fcame ; for it manifestly was an he- 
roical act, like that of Samson, w r ho slew a thousand with 
the jaw-bone of an ass: neither of which could have been 
performed but by a Divine power wherewith they were 
possessed. It is not said here, indeed, how long he conti- 
nued to judge them, nor from what oppressions he delivered 
them; but he is a deliverer who preserves a nation from 
being oppressed, as well as he who rescues them from op- 
pression when they groan under it t and that it is likely was 
the case of Shamgar, who, when the Philistines came to 
invade his country, gave them a repulse with the loss of 
six hundred of their men; which, it is probable, discou- 
raged them from further attempts. And this being done 
without any weapon but an ox-goad, it is likely he w r as at 
plough when the Philistines made this inroad to plunder 
and spoil the country ; feeling a strong impulse upon him 
to oppose them, though he had no other arms, nor any to 
assist him, but such of his servants as were, perhaps, at 

plough with him. Thus some great men among the an- 
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cient Romans were called from the plough to be their dic- 
tators. But I will only add a strange passage out of the 
Midrash upon Lev. xvii. 3. who, mentioning these words, 
and he also delivered Israel, saith, " Thus he saved them by 
the hand of other judges, who being but flesh and blood, 
yet fell into slavery again ; but in the age to come (i. e. of 
the Messiah) I in my own substance will redeem you, and 
ye shall not be reduced into servitude anymore. Accord- 
ing to what Isaiah saith, xlv. 17. But Israel shall be saved 
by the Lord with an everlasting salvation," &c. (See Ray- 
mund in his Pugio Fidei, p. 510.) 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the children of Israel again did evil in the 
sight of the Lord.] See iii. 12. 

After the death of Ehud.] And of Shamgar. Concerning 
whom, there is no further mention made, because he did 
nothing more than this one memorable act; religion being 
reformed by Ehud, who left it so at the time of his death; 
when, it is likely, the Philistines, seeing their chieftain gone, 
made the forenamed inroad upon the Israelites ; but they 
being not yet openly fallen into idolatry, God was pleased 
to raise up Shamgar to give them a repulse, before they 
could possess themselves of any part of the country, as the 
Moabites had done. After which blow, given them by this 
single champion, it was a long time before we read of any 
disturbance they gave them; though Shamgar, it is pro- 
bable, lived but a short time after this noble achievement. 
And then, when Ehud and he had been some time dead, the 
Israelites forgot the wonderful works of God, and returned 
to their old sin: for so the words in the Hebrew are to be 
understood, which run thus, and Ehud was dead: for that 
particle ve, which we translate and, oft-times signifies be- 
cause; and here makes these wwds the reason of their re- 
lapse, because Ehud was dead, w T ho had been the great in- 
strument of bringing them back to God, and keeping them, 
while he lived, in his service. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord sold them.] Delivered them up to 
be made slaves. (See iii. 8.) 

Into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan.] Of that part of 
the country where the people, properly called Canaanites, 
now dwelt under his government. 

Who reigned in Hazor.] In the region belonging unto 
Hazor; for the city itself was burnt by Joshua, (Josh. xi. 
10.) and the king of it also slain, as we read there, xii. 9. 
whose name also was Jabin, (Josh. xi. 1.) of whose poste- 
rity it is probable this Jabin was; whose name was com- 
mon ^to all the kings of that country, as Pharaoh was to the 
kings of Egypt. It is possible, indeed, that Hazor might 
be rebuilt, as some other cities were, and possessed by the 
ancient inhabitants; but there is no need to suppose that; 
for he might reign in Hazor, just as the Moabites possessed 
Jericho; that is, the region appertaining to it. And ac- 
cording to the opinion I mentioned in the foregoing .chap- 
ter, ver. 30. Jabin is supposed to have invaded and brought 
under only the northern tribes; those in the east remaining 
at the same time in peace, after the expulsion of the Moab- 
ites; twenty years after which (Sir John Marsham makes 
account) Jabin s dominion over the northern tribes began. 
The text, indced^inakes no such distinction, the children of 
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Israel in general being represented as sold under Jabin for 
their sins ; yet it is said, ver. 10. that Barak gathered his 
army out of the tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali, which are 
the tribes supposed to be alone oppressed by Jabin. Other 
tribes, indeed, joined with them, and they that did not, are 
very much blamed for it by Deborah in her song, even the 
Reubenites, and they beyond Jordan, (v. 14 — 16.) for it 
might very well be expected, that they who lived in peace 
and case should be ready to assist their brethren who were 
heavily oppressed. 

The captain of whose host was Sisera, who dwelt in Ha- 
rosheth of the gentiles.] If we suppose that Hazor lay in its 
ruins, then Harosheth was the royal city, wherein Jabin 
dwelt, as well as Sisera. Which is called Harosheth of 
the gentiles, because people of several nations fled hither 
to be under his protection, when they heard that he had 
possessed himself of that country, and kept the Israelites 
out of it. 

Ver. 3. And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron.'] His power was 
so increased, that they had no hope to redeem their liberty 
but by the help of the Lord. It may seem strange, that in 
this petty kingdom they should be so strong in chariots, 
when Mithridates had but a hundred in his army, and Da- 
rius no more than two hundred, as good authors inform us. 
(See Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib.ii. cap. 9. 
p. 156.) I suppose they placed their chiefest strength in 
these, being not able to set out a great number of horsemen. 

And twenty years they mightily oppressed the children of 
Israel.] Who groaned under along servitude; during which 
time Jabin squeezed them, I suppose, by heavy exactions, 
which enabled hira to raise greater forces than he had at 
first, when he brought them under his power. For God's 
anger increased by their frequent revolts from him ; and he 
punished them more severely than he had done before by 
the Moabites ; the Canaanites being the old inhabitants of 
the land, who hated them mortally, and kept them under a 
sorer as well as a longer oppression,. than the Moabites 
had done. 

' Ver. 4. And Deborah the prophetess.] Such a one as 
Miriam, endued with Divine gifts of wisdom to instruct, 
direct, and govern others. For she was not only instructed 
with the knowledge of Divine things, but also w T as excited 
liy the Holy Spirit (as Kimchi here notes) to declare the 
will of God to the people (which was the proper office of 
a prophet), as appears by the following part of this history. 
Her name in Hebrew signifies a bee; which hath been 
given (as learned men have observed) by other nations, to 
illustrious women. As among the Greeks, the nymph, said 
to he the nurse of Jove, is called Melissa; and the wife of 
Periander king of Corinth had the same name. 
' The wife of Lapkloth.] Or, as others translate it, a wo- 
man of Lapidoth; taking this word to signify a place, not 
ri person. But our translation seems the most natural, and 
is to be preferred to that of II. Solomon and others, who 
translate it a woman of splendours ; that is, an illustrious 
woman. 

* She judged Israel at that time.] Had the supreme autho- 
rity over them ; being so well known to be divinely in- 
spired, that it procured her universal reverence, and sub- 
mission to her judgment. 
" Ver. 5. And she dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah.] 



Or, as the LXX. and the Vulgar understand it, she sat 
under the palm-tree, when she administered judgment. 
Whence the tree was called by her name ; because it was 
the place where all resorted to her. 

Between Ramah and Beth-eL] That is, in the confines^ 
of the tribes of Benjamin and Ephraim. For Ramah was* 
a city in the tribe of Benjamin, and Beth-el in the tribe of 
Ephraim. 

In Mount Ephraim.'] In one of the mountains in the 
borders of that country ; for though the tree was near both 
tribes, yet it stood in the tribe of Ephraim. The Jews (as 
appears by the Chaldee paraphrase) from hence conclude 
she was a very great woman, who had noble plantations 
in Jericho, Ramah, Beth-el, and other places ; that is, of 
palms, saith R. Solomon, in Jericho, of vineyards in Ra- 
mah, and of olive-yards in the plain of Beth-el. And from 
her dwelling in a mountain, and being a prophetess, and 
a governess, and other things, some learned men imagine 
the story of the Theban sphinx was invented by the 
Greeks. (See Bochartus, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 6.) 

And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.] 
For direction and the ending of differences, by deciding 
causes; which none could do with such satisfaction as 
she did. By which it appears, that though Jabin op- 
pressed them sorely, yet it was rather by rigorous taxations, 
than infringing all their laws; the course of which he did 
not stop, but suffered to be administered by their own 
officers. And he took the less notice of it, perhaps, be- 
cause the supreme judicature was exercised by a woman; 
from whose power and authority he thought there was no 
reason to apprehend any danger. It may be probably 
hence gathered, that there was no such Sanhedrin in these 
days, as the Jews conceive there always was in the most 
early times : for why should they go to her for judgment, 
if* there were a court of seventy eminent persons, then sit- 
ting at Shiloh ? 

Ver. 6. And she sent and called.] A plain act of autho- 
rity, which was owned by the whole nation. 

Barak the son of Abinoam.] Concerning whom we know 
no more (for, that he was Deborah's husband, or, as others 
say, her son, arc ungrounded conceits of some of the 
Jews), but that he was born or dwelt in a famous city in 
the tribe of Naphtali, as it follows in the next words. - 
' Out of Kedesh-NaphtalL] There were several cities of 
this name. One in the tribe of Issachar, (IChron. vi. 72.) 
another in the tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 23.) and there- 
fore, for distinction's sake, this is called Kcdesh-Naphtali ; 
which was a city of great note, in the upper Galilee, be- 
longing to the Levites, and a city of refuge. 

And said unto him, Hath not' the Lord God of Israel 
commanded, saying.] She could not think he doubted of 
the commission she -now gave him from God ; which he 
received as an oracle. 

Go, and draw.] The Vulgar takes the word draw to sig- 
nify gathering forces together : but the LXX. take it to be . 
of the same import with the foregoing word ; signifying 
that he should go till he drew near to Mount Tabor. 

Towards Mount Tabor.] A noble mountain in Galilee, 
not far from Kedesh, in the tribe of Zebulun, and in the 
confines of Issachar and Manasseh ; which had a very 
large plain at the top of it, as Josephus tells us, who calls 
it Staburium, lib. iv. dc-Bello Jud. cap, 2. where he 
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might draw up an army, and exercise them very conve- 
niently. 

And take with thee ten thousand wen.] Who were moved 
to list themselves under him, by the proclamation of this 
commission, which he brought with him from God. 

Of the children ofNaphtali, and of the children ofZebu- 
lun.] She thought ho need go no further than these two 
tribes, which were nearest to him ; but others also offered 
their service out of Manassch and Issachar, as appears 
from ver. 14, 15. 

Ver. 7. And I will draw unto thee.'] These arc the words 
of God (which Deborah pronounced in his name), signify- 
ing, as Arius Montanus understands the word draw, that 
he would, by his secret providence, incline Siscra to come 
within his power to destroy him; as hunters (unto whom 
warriors are compared) entice wild beasts to fall into 
their toils. 

To tlie river Kishon.] Which was near Mount Tabor; 
having its beginning at the foot of it. 

Sisera, the captain ofjabin's army, with his chariots and 
his multitude.'] Wherewith he intended, to encompass this 
mountain ; and block up Barak till he forced him to yield 
up himself unto him. 

Atul I tvill deliver him into thine hand."] This shews 
Deborah to have been endued with the highest gift of 
prophecy ; which was to foretell certainly things to come. 

Ver. 8. And Barak said tinto her, If thou wilt go ivith 
me, then will I go ; but if thou wilt not go with me, then I 
tvill not go.] He is commended for his faith in God by the 
apostle, Hcb. xi. 32. as well as other great worthies in 
ancient time ; though it .was so weak and imperfect, that 
he made conditions with God's messenger, and absolutely 
refused to obey unless they were granted. He had great 
reason, he thought, for it ; because he might want her ad- 
vice in doubtful matters, and her authority also, both to 
gather soldiers, aiid to keep them together in good order, 
and to inspire them with courage. The LXX. here add a 
great many words, which make this the reason of his back- 
wardness ; that without her he should not be able to know 
the best time of giving Sisera battle. 

Ver. 9. And sfie said, I will surely go with thee.] She 
saw he had faith enough to undertake the enterprise, and 
therefore consented to his proposal. 

Notwithstanding the journey that thou takest.] In the 
Hebrew it is, the way that thou takest. Which may signify 
the course which he had resolved upon, not to go without her. 

Shall not be for thine JionotirJ] Though his faith was ac- 
cepted, yet the weakness of it something eclipsed his glory. 

For the Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.] 
It is a great part of the glory of a conqueror to take the 
general of the enemy's army, or to kill him with his own 
hand ; which she tells him should be denied him, as a small 
punishment of his backwardness to do as he was bidden; 
and as he would not go without a woman, so a woman 
should take away this honour from him. 

And Deborah arose> and went with Barak to Kedesh.] 
She made no delay, but immediately accompanied him to 
his own city; where he began, I suppose, his levy of men. 

Ver. 10. And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtqli to 
Kedesh.] He caused proclamation to be made of God's 
command, and his own intentions, in these two tribes ; who 
resorted to him in great numbers. 

Digitized! by 



And went up with ten thousand men.] He picked, I sup- 
pose, ten thousand men, put of those wfcoilockcd to him; 
and went up with them to Mount Tabor, 

At his feet.] That is, they followed him as their leader. 
Though it may signify that they were all footmen ; there 
being no horses in Jqdea, which they brought out of other 
countries. This made the victory the more glorious, by 
the overthrow of a great many chariots and horses in the 
opposite army. 

And Deborah went up with him.] To encourage him and 
his forces, now they w;ero gathered. 

Ver. 11. Now Heber the Kenite,tvhowas of the children 
of Hobab, the father-in-law of Moses.] See Numb. x. 29. 
This is interposed to explain what follows concerning 
Jacl, who was Hcber's wife. 

Had severed himself from the Kenites.] Who went along 
with the children of Judah, to settlo among them, (Judg. 
i. 1G.) What the reason was of Hcbcr's leaving them, 
as they aH left the plain of Jericho, is not known ; but 
there was a special providence of God in it. 

Andpitchedhis tent.] The Kenites lived after the man* 
ner of the Midianites (from whom they descended), in tents, 
not in houses. 

Unto the plain of Zaanaim.] A place in the tribe of 
Naphtali, (Josh. xix. 33.) where there was a plain, or (as 
the LXX. expound the Hebrew word alon) a grove of 
oaks, under the shadow of which their tents were pitched. 

Which was by Kedesh.] Though they loved to live in the. 
open fields, yet not far from a city. 

Ver. 12. And they shewed Sisera that Barak the son of 
Abinoam was gone tip to Mount Tabor.] They could not 
want intelligence of a thing done so publicly as this was; 
and the words seem to import, that Sisera had many who 
informed him of all that passed. 

Ver. 13. And Sisera gathered together all his chariots, 
even nine hundred chariots of iron.] In which (as I said 
ycr. 3.) their main strength consisted. But they. being un- 
fit for service in mountainous, countries, as I have often 
observed, it is probable they placed them so below the 
mountain as to coop up Barak there; by seizing all the 
avenues, and hindering, all provisions from being brought 
to him. 

And all the people that were xvithhim.] As great a num- 
ber of footmen, as cams to him upon the summons he sent 
forth, to require them to appear on this occasion. For so 
the word gathered together signifies in the Hebrew (as wc 
observe in. the margin, of our Bibles), gathered by cry or 
proclamation. 

From Harosheth of the gentiles, unto the river Kishon.] 
With whom he marched from that city to this river; which 
descended, as I said, from the foot of Mount Tabor. 

Ver. 14. And Deborah said unto Barak, Up.] Make nd 
delay. 

For this is the day in which the Lord hath delivered 
Sisera into thinehand.] Shespeaks of the victory as already 
gained, that she might work in him a full assurance there- 
of. This doth not contradict what was said ver. 1). that 
God would sell Sisera into the hand of a woman : for both 
were true ; he and his army were delivered into the hand 
of Barak, to be routed by him ; but he, in his flight, fell into 
Jael's hands to be killed. How long this was after Sisera 
encamped at the river Kishon, we have no means to know ; 
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buti t was upon some day when Deborah knew the army 
of. Sisera lay secure in their quarters, or were aboutforti- 
fying the passages more strongly; or were to be joined 
with greater forces; or some other way might be taken at . 
advantage. 

Is not the Lord gone out before thee?] As a. general doth 
before his army; to animate, and raise their courage. 

So Barak iv en t doivn from Mount Tabor, and ten thou- 
sand men after hint.] It is not said that Deborah went with 
him any farther than to Mount Tabor : where, it is likely, his 
faith was grown so strong, that he durst undertake any 
thing without her presence with him. 

Ver. 15. And tk$ Lord.] Who conducted Barak, as he 
did his army, (ver. 14.) . 

Discomfited Sisera, and all his cliariots, and all his host.] 
They did not expect such a bold sally as this, which 
struck a sudden terror into them ; for he fell upon them, it 
is likely, before they were aware, which put them into the 
greater confusion. The Lord also struck a terror into them 
(as the word hamam imports) by a noise of thunder and 
lightning; as the word is used 1 Sam. vii. 10. and also in 
Josh. x. 10. where we read«the Canaanites were discom- 
fited by great hailstones falling down upon them: or he 
made a terrible sound of horses and chariots rattling in 
their ears, by the ministry of his angels, in the clouds; as 
he did in the days of Elisha, (2 Kings vii. 6.) which seems 
to be acknowledged by Deborah, in her song in the next 
chapter, (ver. 20.) 

With the edge of the sword.] This terror and confusion 
wherein they were, exposed them to be slain easily. 

So that Sisera lighted down off his chariot.] Which he 
thought did not make haste enough to carry him out of 
danger; and, besides, made it known where he was. 

And fled away on his feet.] As a common soldier, that 
he might not be discovered; and that he might likewise 
secure himself, by his speedy, running: for anciently 
valiant men were wonderful swift of foot, as it is noted 
of Asahcl, 2 Sam. ii. 18. and every one knows it was the 
character of the famous Achilles among the Greeks. 

Ver. 16. But Barak pursued after the cliariots, and after 
the host, unto Harosheth of the gentiles.] He resolved to 
follow his blow to the very gates of their own city. 

And all the host of Sisera fell upon the edge of the sword.] 
In the pursuit, be and his men cut off all they overtook. 

And there was not one of them left7\ Which was their 
whole army; not one escaping to cany the news of their 
defeat to Jabin. Or, there was not one man to be seen in 
the way to Harosheth; but they were all scattered to shift 
where they could for themselves. 

Ver. 17. Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to tlie tent 
of Jael wife of Ileber the Kenite.] Only Sisera, by his 
swift running, got, as he thought, into a place of safety, in 
the tent of Jael; her husband, perhaps, being abroad in the 
field, and she only at home. Women also had their apart- 
ment by themselves, in a tent of their own, as appears by 
Gen. xxiv. G7. sec there, and Gen. xxxi. 33. where he 
imagined no search would be made for him. 

And there was peace between Jabin king ofHazor and 
the house of Ileber the Kenite.]'lt seems Hebcr was a con- 
siderable person, who had a great family, and many de- 
pendants; like that of Abraham, Gen. xiv. 14. How he 
came to escape the sore oppression under which the 



Israelites groaned (being incorporated into their nation 
and religion), and to live at ease in a time of great distress, 
we can but conjecture. Perhaps their manner of life, re- 
tired from towns and company, made Jabin not fear any 
danger from them; and if they still kept close to their re- 
ligion, when the Israelites were apostates, God inclined the 
heart of Jabin to be favourable to them, and give no mo- 
lestation to his harmless neighbours; who, perhaps, pur- 
chased their freedom from vexation, by their frequent in- 
cursions. 

Ver. 18. And Jael went, out to meet Sisera.] She watched, 
it is likely, to hear the event of Sisera's expedition; and 
seeing him come with great speed towards her house, went 
out, to invite him there to repose himself. 

And said unto him, Turn in,my lord, turn in; fear noL] 
She. assured. him there was nobody in,the tent to do him 
any hurt. Which was true; and it is not certain that she 
now intended to do, what afterward she did. 

And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, she 
covered him with a mantle.] Being weary, he desired to 
take some rest; when it was proper to throw a covering 
over him, to preserve him, being very hot, from taking 
cold. What kind of covering this was, which the Hebrews, 
call semicha (and we translate mantle), is not very mate- 
rial; They say it was a thick covering, which hath flocks 
of wool on both sides; such as our double rugs. (See 
Bochart, lib. i. Canaan, cap. 42.) 

Ver. 19. And he said unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water to drink, for I am thirsty.] By the heat of the 
fight, and his long running. 

And she opened a bottle of milk.] Out of respect to him, 
she brought him the best liquor she had, and of the, best 
sort; for it appears by ver. 25. of the next chapter, that 
the cream was not taken off from it. It is possible also she 
might design, by this draught, to throw him into a sounder 
sleep; for milk, when largely drank, flies up into the head, 
and causes drowsiness. But however that be, it is certain 
milk was anciently accounted the most agreeable nourish- 
ment, which Hippocrates calls ade\<j>bv kcu avyytvlg to hu- 
man bodies. And therefore the most warlike nations lived 
upon it, more than any other food; asHerraannus Conrin- 
gius hath shewn at large in his book de Habitus Germano- 
ruin Corporum causis. 

And gave him drink, and covered him.] He rose up to 
drink; and then lying down again, she covered him as 
before. 

Ver. 20. Again he said unto her, Stand in the door of the 
tent.] Because he doth riot say, Stand I pray thee (as he 
did before when he asked for drink), some fancy (parti-, 
cularly Arius Montanus) that he spake this imperiously; 
laying his commands upon her, as a confederate of his 
master: but 1 see no ground to think, that, when he was in 
such need of her friendship, he would take upon him so 
much as to give her a charge to do any thing, but rather 
entreat it of her. , 

And it shall be, when any man doth come and inquire of 
thee, and say, Is there any man here?] Who was not of 
their own family. 

That thou shalt say, No.] They imagined there was no 
harm in telling an officions'lie todeceive an enemy; that 
they might preserve a friend or ally, as he was, 

Ver. 21. Then Jael Hebcr's wife, took a nail of th&fmt.J* 
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Or one of the great pins therewith the tent was fastened to 
the ground. For she had no better instrument at hand 
(sword, or such-like weapon, being not usually kept in 
women's tents), and tins she knew how to use more 
readily than any other; being accustomed, it is likely, 
when they removed from one place to another, to take up 
her tent, and to fasten it again by striking such nails into 
the earth. 

And took a hammer in her hand, and ivent softly unto 
him, and smote the nail into his temples.'] Where it would 
most easily enter (being the thinnest part of the skull), and 
most speedily dispatch him. 

And fastened it into the ground.'] Upon which he lay (not 
on abed), with a carpet, or-some such thing under him; as 
the manner was in those countries. 

For he was fast asleep and iveary.~\ His weariness made 
him sleep soundly. 

So he died.] She might as well have let him lie in his 
profound sleep, till Barak came, and took him ; if she had 
not'felt a Divine power moving her to this, that the pro- 
phecy of Deborah might be fulfilled. Nothing but this 
authority from God, of which she was certain, could war- 
rant such a fact as this. Which seemed a breach , of hos- 
pitality, and to be attended with several other crimes; but 
was not so, when God, the Lord of all men's lives, ordered 
her to execute his sentence upon him. 

Ver. 22. And, behold, as Barak pursued Siscra, Jaelcame 
out to meet him.] As she had done Sisera, (ver. 18.). 

And said unto him, Come, and I will shew thee the man 
ivhom thou seekest.'} Before he made any inquiry, she knew 
he was desirous, above all men, to take Sisera; and, per- 
haps, she knew, by an inspiration, that he was in quest 
of him. 

And when he came into the tent, behold, Sisera lay 
dead, and the nail was in his temples.] He lay in the place 
.and posture wherein he was killed, that Barak might see 
the prophecy of Deborah made good. 
• Ver. 23. So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of 
Canaan before the children of Israel.] So that he was not 
able to oppress them any longer, but they were restored to 
perfect liberty. 

Ver. 24. And the hand of the children of Israel prospered 
and prevailed against Jabin king of Canaan.] They prose- 
cuted this day's victory with new successes; wherein his 
forces were overthrown in other battles, and his cities 
taken. 

Until they had destroyed Jabin king of Canaan.] To the 
utter ruin of this kingdom of the Canaanites in Hazor : for 
Jabin himself, as Arius Montanus thinks, was slain at the 
brook Kishon, Psal. lxxxiii. 9. (though, it must be con- 
fessed; that may be meant only of his forces), so that we 
hear of none of his name in future times. And herein the 
Israelites seem to mc to have, begun to be sensible of their 
duty; which was to extirpate the people of Canaan, and 
not merely to bring them under tribute, (Deut. vii. 2—4.) 



CHAR V. 

Ver. 1. JL JIEN sang Deborah, and Barak the son of Abi- \ 
noam, in that day, this song.] It was composed by Debo- 
rah, (ver. 7.) being a prophetess, one of whose special gifts 



was to sing God's praises, (1 Chrbn. xxv. 1 — 3.) and com- 
manded to be sung by the authority of Barak ; who was 
now, I suppose, become a jud&e, upon this great deliver- 
ance God had wrought by him. For it is not to be thought 
that these two persons alone, sang this song ; but all the 
elders of the people were called together in one assembly 
to sing it with them; and they afterward delivered it to the 
people. It was likely it was composed and sung after they 
had completed their victory by the destruction of Jabiu's 
kingdom. For the prophets were taught such sublimity of 
thought and speech, as is used in these songs, by their 
admiration of such wonderful events as they observed. 

Ver. 2. Praise the Lord for the avenging of Israel, when 
the people willingly offered themselves.] It is evident to all, 
that this hymn is expressed in another kind of language, 
than the historical part of this book ; and in a language So 
majestic, in such variety of elegant figures, and such native 
expressions of those affections which the occasion required, 
that none of the ancient Greek or Latin poets have equalled; 
at least it appears, there was a most excellent spirit of 
poetry among the Hebrew's, especially such of them as 
were divinely moved, when the Greeks lay in dark ig- 
norance. . 

And first she excites all the people to give thanks unto 
God, and acknowledge his wisdom and power, in taking 
vengeance of their oppressors, and in moving the hearts of 
so many especially in Naphtali and Zebulun, voluntarily 
to list themselves to fight against the Lord's enemies : 
where it is to be noted, that she very wisely excites them 
so to ascribe the victory unto God, as not to forget the in- 
struments he used to obtain it; for that she knew would be 
a great encouragement to others in time to come, to en- 
gage themselves in such enterprises, when they saw these 
men so highly praised, and looked upon as employed by 
God in his service. 

Ver. 3. Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes.] Next, 
she calls upon all the neighbouring potentates to give at- 
tentive heed unto her song ; whereby they might understand 
what God had done for Israel, and learn from' thence not 
to oppress them, when it was in their power; for fear of 
the same vengeance which God had taken upon Jabin. 

I, even I, will sing unto the Lord; I will sing praises to 
the Lord God of Israel.] Who she would have the world 
know was superior to all in power, and would defend his 
people, while they depended on him alone. 

Ver. 4. Lord, when thou wentest out ofSeir, when thou 
marchedst out ofEdom.] This is but a repetition of the 
same thing; Edom and Seir signifying the country where 
the posterity of Esau dwelt, who refused to give Israel a 
passage through their land, as the Lord led them into Ca- 
naan ; and therefore he conducted them from thence an- 
other way, and made them encompass that land: (Numb.* 
xxi. 4. Deut. ii. 1.) and when they had left it behind them 
(which is here called marching out of Edom), then he 
wrought for them astonishing things, as it follows in the 
next words. 

Tlte earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds 
also dropped water.] These are poetical phrases, to express 
the great consternation in w T hich all those countries were, 
when they saw Sihon king of the Amorites, and Og the 
king ofBashan, overthrown on a sudden by the Israelites > 
and utterly destroyed. (See Numb. xxi. 21, &c.) 
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Ver. 5. The mountains melted from before the Lord J] All 
the inhabitants of those mountains. 

Even that Sinai, from before the Lord God of Israel.'] 
Just as Sinai trembled and quaked at the giving of the 
law. 

In these two verses she turns her speech unto God, and 
commemorates his wonderful acts in former times, with 
which she compares the glorious deliverance he had given 
them now: as much as to say, his power was not at all de- 
cayed, but he was as terrible to his enemies in her days, 
as he had been in former times. 

Ver. 6. In the day of Shamgar the son ofAnath, in the 
days ofJael.] The sense of this verse will be very plain, if 
we translate these words, as I think the Hebrew will bear, 
from the days of Shamgar, &e. After his death they fell 
into sin and great misery. And Jael is here mentioned, 
not as a judge (as Rasi and Ralbag fancy), but as a 
great woman of a masculine and valiant spirit, who yet 
"could do nothing to hinder those spoils that were com- 
mitted. 

The highways were unoccupied.] The people being cor- 
rupted in their religion, broke out into all manner of vio- 
lence, and turned highway-robbers ; so that men durst not 
travel in the common road upon their occasions, but were 
fain to seek for by-paths, because the highways were in- 
fested by thieves : or this may be meant of robberies 
which Jabin's soldiers committed, after he had brought 
them in subjection to him ; who took no care to protect 
the Israelites, but suffered their country to be ravaged by 
his troops. 

' The travellers walked through by-ways.] In the Hebrew 
(as in the margin of our Bibles is observed) the words are, 
the walkers of paths: by which we may understand men ac- 
customed to travel, who, though they went in great com- 
panies together, yet durst not venture in the direct road, 
but went about through crooked ways (as the Hebrew 
word signifies, which we translate by-ways), by which 
means commerce was very much obstructed. 

Ver. 7. The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased 
in Israel.] Men were not safe in their own houses ; which 
were broken open, if they lived in villages, and therefore 
they forsook them, and fled to walled towns, and fortified 
places. 

Until that I Deborah arose.] This some of the Jews 
take to be a proud and arrogant expression, for which the 
Holy Spirit was taken from her: but Rasi (who reports 
this conceit) soberly acknowledges, that they are not 
words of boasting, but of joy and gladness. 

Tluit I arose a mother in Israel.] A judge or ruler of 
God's people. For, as men that governed were called 
fathers of their country, so it was proper for her, being 
a Woman, to call herself a mother in Israel; among whom 
she did such great things, and governed with so much pru- 
dence, that it made her famous in other countries. For 
very learned men think, as I noted above, that the story 
of Sphinx among the Greeks was made out of the history 
of Deborah, she being a judge among the Boeotians, as 
' Deborah was in Israel. (See Bochart in the book before- 
named; and Hennannus Witsius more lately, in his Mis- 
cellanea Sacra, lib. i. cap. 23.) 

Ver. 8. They chose new gods.] That is, the Israelites, 
after the death of Ehud, forsook the Lord, and served 



Baalim and Ashtaroth, (as they had done formerly, ii. 13. 
iii. 7.) or perhaps they introduced the worship of some 
other gods, whom they had not served before, fancying 
they might be more powerful than their former had proved. 
Then was war in the gates.] This was the fountain of all 
their calamities ; for God immediately delivered them into 
the hand of some enemy or other, who possessed them- 
selves of their cities and strong holds ; for that is the 
meaning of war in the gates. Their .enemies seized on 
their cities and fortresses ; for their strength was in their 
gates; where sat also the courts of justice. 

Was there spear or shield seen among forty thousand in 
Israel?] They were generally disarmed, for the securing 
their subjection to the Canaanites ; as afterward the Phi- 
listines took the same course with them, (1 Sam. xiii. 19.) 
Here the Targum makes a strange excursion in mustering 
up the many thousand commanders, and sword-men, anil 
spear-men, and archers, &c. that were in the army of 
Sisera. 

Ver. 9. My heart is towards the governors of Israel, that 
offered themselves willingly among the people.] It seems 
there were some of the greatest men in the tribes of Naph- 
tali and Zebulun, who, of their own accord, hazarded 
their lives, among the common people, in this service : to- 
wards whom she expresses a singular affection ; and, with 
the praises of God, mixes the commendation of those who 
were his instruments in this deliverance. 

Bless ye the Lord.] This is added, like a prophetess, 
who, when she commends the most deserving men, carries 
their thoughts up to God, who gave, them that courage and 
good success. -Abarbinel had a conceit came into his 
head, as he tells us, when he was commenting on these 
words, that by chokkee Israel (which Kimchi interprets as 
we do, the great men of Israel), are. meant the scribes, 
whose office it was to register all notable passages, parti- 
cularly the causes of wars, and thcir,events ; whom Debo- 
rah exhorts to bless the Lord, and when they wrote. the 
history of this war, to ascribe the success to the Divine 
favour. But it is not likely they had such scribes in these 
ages, as it is likely they had in future times ; much less 
such plenty of them now in these confused days, that 
Deborah should make a particular address to them to do 
their duty. 
Ver. 10. Speak.] i. e. Give thanks to, God. 
Ye that ride on white asses.] She calls upon such men, 
as the governors beforcmentioned, to proclaim aloud the 
praises of God. There were no horses in Judea, but what 
were brought out of other countries,. so. that the greatest 
persons rode on asses, as appears by the Scripture story; 
but in this country they were commonly of a red colour, 
(whence an ass hath the name of chamor, as Bochart ob- 
serves, lib. ii. Hieroz. cap. 12.) and therefore white asses 
(or, as he translates this word, whitish, or that were of a 
colour inclining to white) were highly esteemed for their 
rarity, and used only by hdnourable persons ; who could 
not appear in any splendour during their servitude under 
Jabin, but now were restored to their dignity ; for which 
she <would have them praise the Lord. 
< Ye that sit in judgment.] With whom she exhorts the 
judges to join, who now sat in the gates, as they were wont 
to do, which were not possessed by their enemies, (ver. 8.) 
Or perhaps this belongs to the foregoing clause, it being 
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probable that these judges roclo about the country on white 
asses to do justice. (See upon x. 4.) 

And walked by the way.] All the merchants who now 
travelled safely about their business, which they durst not 
do before this deliverance ; (ver. G.) for which, therefore, 
they were bound to praise the Lord. 

Ver. 11. They thai are delivered from the noise of archers 
in the places of drawing water.] Together with the princes, 
judges, and merchants, she would have the shepherds praise 
the Lord every time they camo to water their flocks; 
remembering how they were disturbed formerly by the 
archers, that lurked in woods ot thickets, and shot whole 
quivers of arrows at them and at their cattle, which now 
they brought safely to the springs of water. 

There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of the Lord.] 
Who had taken a just vengeance on their oppressors, and 
most graciously delivered them from their tyranny; for 
righteousness frequently signifies the great goodness of God. 
Even the righteotts acts towards the inhabitants of his 
villages in Israel.] She would have the meanest peasants 
(as we speak) bear them company in the praises of God ; 
for now they lived as quietly in their open villages, as if 
they had been in the strongest cities. 

Then shall the people of the Lord go down to the gates.] 
She sums up all in these words ; that the whole country 
was bound to praise the Lord, who had given the law its 
free course ; every man having liberty to go down safely to 
the gate of his own city, where judgment was administered. 
Ver. 12. Awake, awake, Deborah; awake, awake; utter 
a song.] Having called upon all others to praise the Lord, 
she now excites herself, with the most earnest and zealous 
affection (expressed by the repetition of the same thing 
four times), to celebrate his wonderful works, by compos- 
ing a song in his praise. 

Arise, Barak, and lead thy captivity captive, thou son of 
Abinoam.] She calls upon Barak to go in triumph, carrying 
(as the manner was in ancient times) his principal cap- 
tives and spoils along with him unto the house of God: 
for one cannot think she meant merely a secular pompous 
show; since the Romans themselves in their triumphs 
marched to the capitol, and there offered sacrifice to Ju- 
piter. Some ask, what captives he had to lead, when the 
whole army of Sisera was cut off? (iv. 16.) To which the 
answer is easy, That when Barak, after he had routed their 
army, pursued his victory' as far as Harosheth, he brought 
several persons, and perhaps of the best quality, captivo 
with him, out of that country. 

Ver. 13. Then he made him that remaineth have dominion 
over the nobles among the people.] Or, then he shall make 
him that remaineth, &c. that is, when Barak triumphed, that 
small remnant of Isracl(as the best of the Jews interpret 
him that remaineth) who were not utterly dispirited by the 
oppression of Jabin, but had some courage left in them, 
triumphed together with him over the nobles of Canaan. 

Tlie Lord made me have dominion over the mighty.] She, 
who was but a weak woman, triumphed also over the most 
powerful enemies. 

Vct. 14. Out ofEphraim was there a root of them against 
Amalek.'] Now she makes a catalogue of those w T ho any 
way assisted in this war, as Homer doth of those people 
who equipped ships for the war against Troy: and 1 find 
no sense of these words so plain as this, that the Amalekitcs 



coming to assist Sisera, as they had done the Moabites, 
(iii. 13.) a small party of the Ephraimites (called here' a 
root) opposed their passage, and hindered them from join- 
ing their forces with the Canaanitcs. Peter Martyr by a 
root understands a great captain among them, as inlsa. 
xi. 10. the word is thought to be used. But a most learned 
friend of mine (Dr. Alix) admonishes me, that Amalek doth 
not only signify the people descended from Amalek, but a 
mountain in the tribe of Ephraim, mentioned xii. 15. And, 
if we understand it so in this place, it makes this clear 
sense far easier and more natural than the other, out of 
Ephraim was their beginning (so the word root may be in- 
terpreted) about Amalek. That is, the Ephraimites, who 
came to the assistance of Barak, began their listing of men 
near to this mountain. And so the particle beth (I ob- 
served upon Josh. x. 10.) signifies as well near or about, as 
in or against. 

After thee, Benjamin, among thy people.] Following the 
example of the tribe of Benjamin ; who seem to have all of 
them engaged in this quarrel, with whom a few of the 
Ephraimites joined. 

Out ofMachir.] An eminent family in Manassch ; which 
is put here for all that tribe on the other side Jordan, where 
Machir was settled, (Numb, xxxii. 30. Josh. xiii. 31.) 
Which made their zeal the more remarkable, in coming so 
far to the aid of their brethren ; when they heard they were 
engaged in this enterprise. 

Came down governors.] Some of the principal persons of 
that country; who, no doubt, had their followers, that ac- 
companied them in this expedition. 

And out ofZebulun they that Itandle the pen of the ready 
writer.] They were nearer to Mount Tabor than any oT 
the forenamed; but are therefore highly commended, that 
though they were better skilled in books than in arms, yet 
offered their service to Barak on this occasion : for scribes 
in Scripture signify men of letters, that studied the law, and 
expounded it. 

Ver. 15. And the princes oflssachar were with Deborah.] 
Came and offered their service, when they heard that 
Barak, by her order, had summoned their neighbours Ze- 
bulnn and Naphtali to come to him, (iv. 10.) 

Even Jssachar.] And tho people of that tribe followed 
the example of their princes. 

And also Barak.] The Hebrew chen (translated here and 
also) signifies as, or like unto; that is, they were- as for- 
ward as Barak to march into the field, though they had no 
summons. 

He was sent on foot into the valley.] That is, when he 
was sent down from Mount Tabor, by the order of De- 
borah, (iv. 14.) to fall upon Sisera in the valley ; whither hd 
went on foot, against his chariots and horsemen : or, he 
went with his footmen (as the LXX. translate it), and'en- 
gaged that vast numbeT of chariots, which were of greatest 
use in the valley. 

For the divisions ofRmben there were great thoughts of 
heart.] But the Reubenitcs w r cre so divided in their coun* 
sels, that they stayed at home (as if they were separated 
from their brethren in their affections, as they were in their 
situation, beyond Jordan), which begat many sad thoughts 
in the hearts of the rest of the Israelites; who could not 
understand the reason of it. 

Ver. 1G. Why abodest thou among the sheepf olds, to hear 
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the bleatings of the flocks?'] Itwas a shameful and an unac- 
countable thing, that they should wholly mind their private 
business (which was feeding cattle, Numb, xxxii. 1.) and 
neglect the public good. 

For the divisions of Reuben there were great searchingsof 
hearts.'] And therefore she could not sufficiently bewail it; 
which she doth, by repeating what a great trouble it was to 
all their brethren ; who were not able to discover the rea- 
son, and give any account of their being no more con- 
cerned than their beasts, for their common religion and 
liberties. 

Ver. 17. Gilead abode beyond Jordan.] She complains 
also of the Gilerdites, who were men of valour; and not- 
withstanding sat still, and would not step over Jordan to 
help their brethren. Under the name of Gilead, are com- 
prehended the Gadites, who had half of Gilead, (Josh, xiii.) 
as the other half was given to the children of Machir. 
Who did come to the aid of their brethren ; at least their 
governors engaged with them, (ver. 14.) Which hath 
moved some to read these words interrogatively, Did Gi- 
lead abide beyond Jordan ? as if she still upbraided the 
Reubenites; who had not this to allege for themselves, that 
they were far off, beyond Jordan ; for so were the Gileadites 
(that is, those descended from Machir), who they suppose 
comprehended the rest ; and yet the best and most worthy 
of them came to join with their brethren, in the common 
cause of the nation. 

.And why did Dan remain in ships?] She reproves this 
tribe, which was near the sea (the famous port of Jop'pa 
belonging to it), that they minded nothing but their mer- 
chandise ; while their brethren hazarded their lives in the 
field. , ' , t 

Asher, continued on the sea-shore.] This tribe also bor- 
dered upon the Mediterranean ; Tyre and Sidon being part 
of their portion. Which they did not possess; yet, no 
doubt, they held several other lesser places. upon that sea ; 
from which they would not stir in this common danger. 

And abode in his breaches.] Or, in his creeks, as it is in 
the margin; and as the LXX. take it, who expound the 
Hebrew word miphratsim (fractures) by $u%6§oig, outlets, 
or small havens; where vessels lay, to go out to sea. Some 
take the words to signify, that they were busy in repairing 
the breaches made in their walled towns, by length of time, 
or other ways. 

Ver. 18. Zebulun and Naphtali were a people that jeo- 
parded their lives unto the death.] They were the only peo- 
ple (which was much for their honour) who unanimously 
despised life, in comparison with the liberty of their 
country and religion. For the Hebrew word charaph doth 
not signify merely to expose one's self to danger; but to 
expose one's self to reproach, as we observe in the margfn 
of our Bibles : and here denotes that they made no account 
of their lives, &c. 

In the high places of the field.] They went down from 
Mount Tabor (where they were drawn up in a large plain, 
as I observed on iv. G.) with a resolution to conquer or die. 

It is observable, that, in this narration, there is not a word 
said of Judah, or Simeon, or Gad (unless comprehended 
under Gilead, as Isaid before); and that as Reuben, Dan, 
and Asher are taxed for their cowardly carelessness in this 
case, so Ephraim, Benjamin, part of Manasseh, and Issa- 
char did afford some assistance; but nothing comparable 
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to what Zebulun and Naphtali did; who, as one man, en- 
gaged to hazard their lives and fortunes (as we now speak) 
for the regaining of their liberty; which was the more 
highly commendable, because they were but'a handful of 
men, when they first engaiged, in comparison with the vast 
army which they undertook to assault. 

Ver. 19. The kings came and fought.] When the Israel- 
ites conquered Canaan, Hazor had several kingdoms sub- 
ject to it, or depending on it, (Josh. xi. 10.) And now, it 
is likely, there were divers kings, who were, -at least, Ja- 
bin's confederates; and came to join their forces with his, 
to reduce the Israelites to his obedience. ' 

Then fought the kings of Canaan in Taanach by the 
waters of Megiddo.] These were two cities belonging to 
the Manassites, but in the tribe of Issachar; (Josh. xvii. 
11.) between which, as Rasi understands it, the army^of 
Siseralay; reaching from Taanach to Megiddo, by which 
the river Kishon rah. v 

. They took no gain of money.] The simple sense seems to 
be,* that they were kings ofsuch bravery, as fought not for 
money, but for glory and dominion ; so Rasi and Ralbag 
among the Jews understand it; They fought not for pay, 
but came gratis (as we speak) to the assistance of Jabin. 
But the Vulgar takes it otherwise ; They got nothing but 
blows, no spoil or prey at all, as they expected. And 
Kimchi still much differently (which the words will bear), 
They came so enraged against the Israelites, that they 
would have spared no man's life, though he offered great 
sums of money for his redemption ; because they thirsted 
only after their blood. 

Ver. 20. They fought from heaven.] But, on the other 
side, God fought for the Israelites, by sending thunder, arid 
lightning, and hailstones from heaven upon the Canaanites 
(as he did in the days of Joshua); and, perhaps, as P. Mar- 
tyr conjectures, raising a great dust, which a stormy wind 
blew so violently into their eyes, that they could not see. 
As Livy saith it fell out to the Romans, in the great battle 
at Cannae. 

The stars in their tourses fought against Sisera^] Some 
take these words literally, and render the words, not in 
their courses, but in their exaltations; i. e. with all their 
power and strongest influences: whence the saying of 
Rasi, on this place, The head, or beginning of the stars is in 
heaven; but the feet, or the end of them, is -upon the earth. 
That is, hither they send their influences. But others think 
these words signify, that all this was done by the ministry 
of angels, who are here called stars, (as in the book of J6b, 
xxxvii. 7.) because he is speaking of heaven ; from whence 
they came to raise this terrible tempest, and, by other means 
which we are ignorant of, to trouble the host of Jabin, as 
they did that of Pharaoh in the Red Sea : and this they did 
in such rank and order, as'is observed in that heavenly host. 

It may be also thought, that, this fight lasting till night, 
the stars may be said to fight against SiSera, because they 
shone brightly to give light to the Israelites to pursue their 
victory. 

Ver. 21.' The river Kishon swept them aivay.] It so swelled 
at this time, that, though otherwise it was very shallow, 
many of them were drowned in it; being carried away with 
a rapid stream : for so the word jerapham signifies, which 
we translate sivept them away. It is no where else found ; 
but frequent among the Arabic authors, among whom it is 
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commonly used in tins sense ; as Bochart skews, lib. i. Ca- 
naan, cap. 16. and 42. It is likely there was a great flood, 
which was made by that sudden violent rain, which fell in 
the forenamed tempest. 

That ancient river, the river Kishon.] It is an elegancy 
used by orators themselves (as we find in Cicero) to repeat 
the same words, when there is great occasion. And here 
she makes an addition to the same word; by calling Kishon 
that ancient river; because of some other great exploit 
performed thero in ancient timo; the memory of which is 
now lost. But Kcchimim some take to be a proper name, 
and another name of the same river Kishon. 

O my soul, thou hast trodden down strength.] This is an 
elegant apostrophe (or turning of her speech) to herself; 
whose happiness she applauds, in beholding the most 
powerful enemies quite vanquished, by her commission 
which she gave from God, and by her prayers to. him: for 
none can doubt that she implored help from heaven, while 
Barak fought with Siscra. 

Ver. 22. Then were the horse-hoofs broken.] They could 
not save themselves by flight, their horse-hoofs being 
broken in stony places, when they ran away as fast as they 
were able. 

By the means of their prancings.] The more haste they 
made the worse speed (as the common saying is), for they 
running full gallop (so the Jews interpret the Hebrew word 
dahar [prancings] to signify the swiftest course), they trod 
the harder on the ground, and were in the more danger to 
break their hoofs. 

Tlie prancings.] The Hebrews wanting a superlative de- 
gree in their language, are wont to double a word (as Peter 
Martyr here observes); and therefore prancings, prancings, 
hp thinks, are not here' an orriament of speech, but signify 
the most vehement motion, when a horse is in his full speed. 

Of their mighty ones.] Of their best and strpngest horses : 
for the word abbirim in Hebrew, as Bochart observes, sig- 
nifies not only strong bulls, but horses also. (See Hiero- 
zoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 6.) 

Ver. 23. Curse ye Meroz.] Most interpreters, both Jew- 
ish and Christian, understand by Meroz a city not far from 
the placo where the fight was. Which seems to be proved 
by the following Words, where he speaks of the inhabitants 
thereof But R. Sol. Jarchi thinks Meroz signifies a po- 
tent person in those parts, who being able to give great 
assistance to Barak, and living near Mount Tabor, refused 
to do any thing. And this is the opinion of the Talmud- 
ists (whom Jarchi is wont to follow), as Mr. Selden shews 
out of the Gemara Babylon, lib. i. de Synedriis, cap. C. 
p. 123, &c. where they fancy that this great man was ex- 
communicated by Deborah, with all his adherents; and 
hence they. fetch the ground and original of the excommu- 
nication in use among them: which is an idle conceit; there 
being no such thing as excommunication practised among 
them, till they had quite lost their civil government, and it 
was in the hands of the, heathen. 

Saith the angel of the Lord.] She would not have it 
thought that this curse proceeded frOm her anger, but from 
the authority of God, who, by his angel, which spake to 
her, denounced it against Meroz. And who should this 
angel be, but the Captain of the Lord's host, mentioned 
Josh. v. 14.? (See there.),, 

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof ] They that take 



Meroz for a person, by inhabitants understand those that 
dwelt near him, and were his dependants or associates ; 
which is very forced. 

Because they came not to the help of the Lord.] The battle 
was the Lord's, as the Scripture elsewhere speaks, and 
therefore they that refused to engage in it, refused to main- 
tain his cause : and the people of this place are so heavily 
cursed, when all others that came not in to help their 
brethren are only discommended, because they lived so 
near, that they might easily have joined their forces with 
them, whereas some others lived a great way off, which 
might something excuse them. 

To the help of the Lord against the mighty.] According 
to this translation of the last word, she means their most 
powerful enemies; but the Hebrew may as well be trans- 
lated ivith the mighty; that is, with other valiant men, who 
freely offered their service in this enterprise. This aggra- 
vated their guilt, that when they had such noble examples 
of zeal from others, who were less able to help, they would 
afford no assistance. 

Ver. 24. Blessed above women shall Jael the wife of 
Heber the Kenite be.] On the other side, she desires Jael 
may be ever praised; or rather foretells she shall always 
continue famous, and her husband too, in future genera- 
tions. 

Blessed shall she be above women in the tent.] This is 
thought to be a wishing, or promising her all happiness in 
her domestic affairs. But P. Martyr thinks it may be in- 
terpreted, Blessed shall she be for what she did in her tent. 
Which was no less glorious, than what others did in the 
field. 

Ver. 25. He asked water, and she brought him milk.'} 
Her prudence is first commended, in treating him with 
great respect, that he might entertain no suspicion of 
'danger. . " 

She brought forth butter.] Milk from which the cream (of 
which butter is made) was not separated. 
* In a lordly dish.] Tho Hobrew word sephel (which we 
translate dish) is no where else found, but in the story of 
Gideon in the next chapter, vi. 38. where we translate it a 
bowl. From whence Bochart rightly concludes, it signifies 
a large and wide vessel, (par. i. Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. 49.) 
which explains the word lordly or princely; which doth 
not signify that she had any gold or silver vessel in her 
tent (which was not agreeable to their manner of living), 
but that' sho brought him milk in the best vessel she had, 
and that very capacious: for out,of such great men w r ere 
wont to drink, as Pet. Martyr observes out of Cicero 
against M. Antony. 

Ver. 2G. She put her hand to the nail] Next her courage 
and fortitude is celebrated: and hy hand is to be under- 
stood her left, wherewith she held the nail, as with* her right 
hand the hammer. 

And her right hand to the workmen's hammer.] A lively 
description how she went about this work; just as if she 
had been fastening her tent. 

And with her hammer she smote Sisera.] The Hebrew 
word halam, which we translate smote, signifies such a 
blow as makes a contusion. 

She smote off his head.] The word machak, which is com- 
monly translated cut off, cannot have that signification 
here; because there is not the least indication in this story 
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of her cutting off his head from the body, but only of 
striking it through, as here it must be understood. 

When she hud pierced and stricken through his temples.] 
Here are two words more, machatz and chalaph, signifying 
penetrating and boring quite through. And the place is 
specified where his head was perforated, which was in his 
temples, the softest part of it, which gave the easiest en- 
trance to the nail. 

Ver. 27. At her feet he boived, he fell, he lay dozen.] In 
the Hebrew, between her feet, &c. which some of the Tal- 
mudists have abused to a lewd sense; justly censured by 
Kimchi: who observes, that this is according to the style 
of the Hebrew language, which reduplicates words, that 
they may more strongly affirm what is said; and these 
words, he bowed, he fell, signify (he thinks) .such a fall that 
he never rose up again. But taking all these expressions 
together [lie bowed, he fell, he lay down], they seem to me 
to import, that, at the first stroke, he started and lifted 
up his body; but being very much stunned, he soon laid 
down again. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell.] Then I suppose she re- 
peated her stroke, which perfectly disabled bim to move, 

Wliere he bowed, there he fell down dead.] And at the 
third stroke, it is likely, she fastened his head to the 
ground. But this repetition doth not certainly argue that 
she gave so many blows (though it may pass for a pro- 
bable conjecture); for it is an usual elegancy in such com- 
posures, wherein she intended to set out this fact of Jael's 1 
with the highest encomiums. Some may fancy, indeed, 
'that it deserved reprehension, rather than commendation, 
upon many accounts; being a breach of the laws of hos- 
pitality, and of the peace which was between her family 
and Jabin, &c. But this fact is not to be measured by the 
common rules which are to govern us, it being an extraor- 
dinary, heroic, and Divine work, unto which she was excited 
by God; whose people Jabin oppressed with a cruel ser- 
vitude, from which God, ordered Barak to be their de- 
liverer; who, having defeated all his forces in a miraculous 
manner, Jael understood there was a Divine band in this 
victory, and was moved by the same spirit which stirred 
np Deborab and Barak, to help, by this act, to complete 
their shameful overthrow. For nothing could be more dis- 
honourable, than for a great captain to fall thus by the 
hand of a woman. 

Ver. 28. The mother ofSisera looked out at a window*] 
Was in earnest longings and expectations to see him re- 
turn victorious. 

And tried through the lattice*] Either fear of some mis- 
carriage, or impatient desire, made her cry out with a 
lamentable voice; as the word jabab in the Hebrew sig- 
nifies. 

Why is his chariot so long in coming? Wliy tarry the 
wheels of his chariot?] Having such numerous forces, they 
promised themselves an easy and speedy victory over a 
handful of the Israelites; and therefore wondered what re- 
tarded his coming back, with all his chariots, in triumph. 

Ver. 29. Her wise ladies answered her.] The Vulgar 
takes the Hebrew words to signify, one of the wisest of Jits 
wives (who was not so apt to despair as his mother) re- 
plied to her! For it is well observed by Terence, iji his 
Adclphi (as Pet. Martyr here notes), " Multo satius ost, ea 
evenirc nobis qua?, de absentibus suspicantur uxores quam 



ea quae parentes." It is much better that those things should 
happen to their absent husbands, ivhich their wives suspect, 
than those which their parents fear* But I see no reason 
to depart from our translation, which is the same with the 
LXX. al <ro<pal apx ov<Tat > ^ ie prudent' noble women that 
attended her, &c. 

Yea, she returned answer to herself] Upon better con- 
sideration, her hopes exceeded her feafs. 

Ver. 30, Have they not sped?] She did not think it pos- 
sible they should miscarry. • \. 

Have they not divided the prey?] She was willing to be 
confident they had got the victory; and therefore imputed 
their stay to the time that must needs be 'taken up in 
making an equal division of the spoil. For those days 
were not like to ours, wherein every man keeps to himself 
what he can lay his hands upon; but after the battle, they 
were obliged to bring all that they had gotten to the general 
of the army ; who considered every man's quality and de- 
sert, and accordingly distributed Ihe prey among them. 

To every man- a damsel or two.] Young virgins are by all 
historians and poets reckoned as a principal part of the 
soldiers' prey. - And she puts here an unusual word for a 
damsel, which is racham; for it properly signifies a womb, 
and seems here to be spoken by way of contempt, as if 
they were good for nothing but to serve their filthy ap- 
petites. 

To Sisera a prey of divers colours, a prey of divers colours 
ofneedle-work, of divers colours oj 'needle-work on both sides.] 
These were the richest part of the spoil, being highly 
esteemed by all people, as Pliny observes, lib. viii. cap. 
48. where he mentions great variety of them, both in bis 
own and in ancient time: for be takes notice* that Horner^ 
mentions pictas vestes, as he calls them, painted garments, 
which shined with flowers and trees in beautiful colours ; 
which the Phrygians afterward wrought with needles ; 
and Attalus invented the interweaving gold in them: but 
for divers-coloured garments, Babylon w r as above all places 
famous; from whence they had Ihe name of Babylonish 
garptents, which were much valued even in those early 
times, as appears by the story of Achan, Josh. vii. 21. and 
they were of such account in aftertimes, that every one 
was not pennitted to wear them, but only the greater sort 
of persons (as Pet. -Martyr observes out of the Roman 
laws), which may be tho reason that here they are appro- 
priated to Sisera as bis part of the spoil. 

Meet for thenecjes of them that take the spoil?] That is, 
of the chief commanders, to whom the spoil, as I said, was 
brought to be divided. In the Hebrew the words are, for 
thenecks of the spoil; which Kimchi expounds, the head of 
the prey. As if she had said, These are to be put in the 
head of the prey; and therefore fit to be given only to the 
goneral of the army. 

Ver. 31. So let all thy enemies perish, O Lord.] From 
hence she takes occasion to convert her speech to God, 
beseeching him, that all his enemies may be thus, disap- 
pointed of their vain hopes. 

But Ut all them that love him be as the sun ivhen he goetli 
forth jnjiis might.] Increase in power and force, as the sun 
doth from .the time of i(s rising till it comes to its meridian 
height 

Jlndfhe land had rest forty years.] These forty years are 
to bexomputed from the time of Ehud, as our great primate 
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thinks, who thus translates these words, The land rested in 
the fortieth year, after the former rest which was restored 
to it by Ehud. (See him ad A. M. 2719.) But it is far more 
reasonable to compute them from the conquest of Jabin by 
the northern tribes ; after which, the whole country lived 
in peace for the space of forty years, till the Midianites, as 
it follows, sorely oppressed them. 

I conclude this chapter as Conradus Pellicanus doth ; 
"Let some Homer or Virgil, go now, and compare his 
poetry, if he be able, with the song of this woman. And if 
there be any one that excels in eloquence and learning, and 
hath more leisure than I, celebrate the praises and learning 
of this panegyric more copiously." 



CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the children of Israel did evil in the sight of 
the Lord.] After the death of Deborah and Barak (who 
kept them, I suppose, in the true religion), they relapsed to 
idolatry. 

And the Lord delivered them into the handofMidian seven 
years.] Because it is not said, that the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel, (as in chap. ii. 14. iii. 8, &c.) nor 
that he sold them into the hand of Midian (which is the ex- 
pression, iv. 2. and other places), Pet, Martyr thinks they 
were not altogether so bad as they had been formerly; and 
therefore God was pleased to shorten the tyranny of the 
Midianites over them; who, being their old enemies, as 
they came through the wilderness, and having been, in a 
manner, utterly destroyed by the Israelites, (Numb, xxxi.) 
w T ere very much disposed to take a sharp revenge : for that 
those Midianites who were neighbours to Moab are here 
meant, is evident from their situation, which was beyond 
Jordan, (vii. 24, 25. viii. 4.) and by the people that joined 
with them, who were the children of the east, (ver. 3.) 
Whereas the other Midianites, where Jethro lived, were in 
the south, near the Red Sea. Some fancy, indeed, that the 
Midianites; neighbours to Moab, being cut off by Moses, 
there was no such nation. But it must be considered, that 
some of them saved themselves by flight into other coun- 
tries, and, after the Israelites were settled in Canaan, re- 
turned again; and, in near two hundred years* time, may 
well be thought to have repeopled their country, especially 
by the help of other people, who came, it is likely, and 
planted among them ; and being seated in the same country, 
&re all called Midianites. 

* Ver. 2. And tlte hand of Midian prevailed against Israel.] 
They brought the Israelites in subjection to them, and 
were the fourth nation that oppressed them, after the Me^ 
sopotamians, Moabites, and Canaanites. 

And because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made 
them the dens that are in the mountains, and caves, and 
strong holds.] They betook themselves to these places for 
safety; for, I suppose, they did not now make them, but 
made them their retreat. And by the first word minhareth, 
is meant those hollow places in the rocks upon the moun- 
tains/where men might hide themselves, and make them 
their habitation; there being cracks and holes in them here 
and there, to let in light, as the Hebrew word signifies. 
And the second word maharoth denotes such caves us were 
in the fields, made either by nature, or by art and labour ; 



which being dark, were fit only to hide their goods and 
provision in them. And the third word mitzaroth signifies 
such fortresses, as secured themselves, and families, and 
cattle, and all they could carry thither. But this shews 
their condition was very lamentable, in that they were 
driven from their houses in the villages, and cities too; at 
least the richest of them durst not trust themselves there, 
but fled to strong holds for safety. 

Ver. 3. And so it teas, that when Israel had soiun.] They 
did not disturb them in seed-time, but let them be quiet till 
they had ploughed and sowed their land. 

Then the Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the east.] This shews, that some of the same 
people joined with the Midianites, that did formerly with 
the Moabites, when they oppressed Israel, (iii. 13.) For by 
the childre7i of the east, are meant some of the people of 
Arabia, as Procopius notes, who observes Josephus to be 
of the same mind : for Arabia lay east of Egypt, where the 
Israelites learnt to speak in this manner. 

Even they came up against them.] Entered the land oJf 
Israel with such armies as might destroy the fruits of the 
earth ; as it follows in the next verse, , 

Ver. 4. And they encamped against them.] The Vulgar 
translate^ it, They pitched their tents among them ; which 
signifies them to have been an Arabian people, or such as 
lived after their manner. 

And destroyed the increase of the earth.] Having formed 
a camp, they sent out parties from thence well armed to 
destroy all the corn, and the rest of the fruits of the earth. 
Until thou come unto Gaza.] That is, they made an uni- 
versal devastation from one end of the country to the other; 
for they came from the east, and destroyed all till they 
came to the western coast, where Gaza was. 

And left no sustenance for Israel.] Whom they intended 
to famish. 

Neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass.] Their camels and other 
cattle, which they brought along with them, having eaten 
up all ; for they were so numerous, as we are told in the 
following verse, that they overspread the whole country. 

Ver. 5. For they came tip with their cattle.] Not merely 
an army of men, but of cattle of all sorts, came on purpose 
to make this destruction. 

And their tents.] With their whole families, that they 
might be able to consume the more. 

And they came up as grasshoppers for multitude.] Or, as 
locusts (as the word arba is commonly translated), which 
have their very name from the vast numbers wherein they 
were wont to come, and were most devouring creatures. 

For both they and their camels were without number.] No 
country more abounded with camels than Midian; (as I ob- 
served before out of Bochart's Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 2.) and they are only peculiarly mentioned, because 
the Midianites were more famous for them than for horses 
or other beasts. 

And they entered into the land to destroy it.} Their very 
design was to depopulate the country by this means. 

Ver^ (>. And Israel ivas greatly impoverished because of 
the Midianites.] For the fruits of their land being thus de- 
stroyed, their money was drained from them to purchase 
corn from other countries. 

And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.] Who 
never failed to help them, when they truly turned to him. 
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Ver. 7. And it came to pass, when the children of Israel 
cried unto the Lord, because of the Midianites.] Though the 
poverty which pinched them was that which moved them 
to cry unto God for relief, yet he was so gracious as to 
send one to make them sensible of their sin. 

Ver. 8. That the Lord sent a prophet unto the children 
of Israel'] Whom the Jews fancy to have been Phinehas, 
which is not probable, men not commonly then living to 
the age of two hundred years, which he must be of, and 
more, if he were the prophet now sent to them. It is far 
more likely, that God still continued other prophets among 
them, beside the high-priest, to put them in mind of their 
duty, and to call them to repentance when they forsook 
him. And it appears by the foregoing story, that there was 
a woman who had the spirit of prophecy ; which shews 
that, at least, upon special occasions, he raised up such 
persons among them. 

Wliich said unto them.] At some great festival, it is 
likely, when they were all assembled. 

Thus saith the Lord God of Israel] This is the style in 
which the prophets commonly spake. 
" I brought you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out 
of the house of bondage.] All the prophets put them in mind 
of this, as the greatest obligation upon them, to be entirely 
devoted to God's service. See Exod. xix. 4 — G. where 
God himself tells them for what purpose he had delivered 
them from that bondage. And see Josh. xxiv. 5, 6. 

Ver. 9. And I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians.] Who, when they pursued them to bring them back 
into slavery, were all drowned in the Red Sea. 

'And out of the hand of all that oppressed you.] That en- 
deavoured to oppress them ; such as the Amalekites, Sihon, 
and Og, who opposed their passage to Canaan. 

Anddrave them out from before you, and gave you their 
land.] By the hand of Joshua, who settled them in the land 
which God promised to them. All this is said to put them 
in mind how faithfully God had performed his covenant 
with them, and to upbraid them with their own infidelity. 

Ver. 10. And I said unto you, I am the Lord your God.] 
See Exod. xx. 1. Dcut. v. 6. vi. 4. 

Fear not the gods of the Amorites, in ivhose land ye dwelt.] 
Do not worship them, nor imagine they can do you any 
harm, (Deut. vii. 12 — 14. Josh. xxiv. 14, 15.) 

But ye have not obeyed my voice.] Which was the cause 
of all the evil that had befallen them, and would still con- 
tinue, if they did not now hearken unto him, as they desired 
him to hear their cry. This, no doubt, the prophet pressed 
upon them, in more words than are here set down, these 
being only the heads of his speech. 

Ver. 11. And there came an angel of the Lord.] The Is- 
raelites laid the application of the prophet's speech to their 
heart (it is to be supposed), and began to reform their ways, 
which moved him to send an angel to appoint them a deli- 
verer ; for he is called an angel of the Lord, both here and 
ver. 12.20— 22. 

And sat under an oak.] In a grove of trees (as Arius 
Montanus understands it), where there was one great well- 
spread oak, in which there was a seat. 

Wliich was in Ophrah.] The city where Gideon was born 
and lived,- (viii. 27.) 

* That pertaineth unto Joash the Abi-ezrite.] This is added 
to shew what Ophrah he means; for there was another in 



the tribe of Benjamin, (Josh, xviii. 23.) whereas the family 
of Abiezer belonged to the tribe of Manasseh, (Josh, 
xvii. 2.) 

And his son Gideon thrashed wheat.] The Hebrew chabat, 
in this place, signifies to thrash out with a stick or rock, as 
Kimchi here observes. And so the LXX. paj3S#wv. But 
the common way of thrashing corn out of the ear was by 
treading it with oxen, which they called dash, 1 Chron. 
xxi. 20. This Gideon did hot use, partly for privacy, but 
chiefly because he had but a little to beat out. 

By the wine-press.] Where none would suspect his thrash- 
ing of corn. 

To hide it from the Midianites.] Who watched narrowly 
all the thrashing-floors of the Israelites, who might have 
bought sheaves of their neighbours, or, perhaps, sown and 
reaped a little corn, in some private fenced places, where 
the cattle of the Midianites did not come to eat it up. 

Ver. 12. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him.] 
Gideon, I suppose, turning his face that way, beheld him 
sitting under the oak. 

And said unto him, The Lord is ivith thee.] He did not 
take him to be one of the Midianites by his posture, and 
manner of appearance, and was made more certain of it by 
this salutation. Wherein he doth not pray God to be with 
him, but declares him to be with him (as appears by Gi- 
deon's answer), that is, to assist him to be the deliverance 
of his people. The Targum here translates it, The Word 
of the Lord is thy help. Whereby it appears, the ancient 
Jews did not look upon this angel merely as a heavenly 
messenger sent from God, but as the Lord himself, as he is 
called, ver. 14. 1G. 23—25. 27. Which is confirmed by the 
following verse, as the same Targum translates it. 

Thou mighty man of valour.] He was naturally coura- 
geous, but made more so by a Divine inspiration, and yet 
did not disdain to mind husbandry, as the greatest persons 
did in ancient time. Insomuch that Pliny saith, The earth 
brought forth its fruit more happily and abundantly, " cum 
imperatorum clarissimorum manibus tractaretur," when it 
was cultivated by the hands of the most famous commanders : 
for they had more skill and industry in their management, 
than the ordinary people. 

Ver. 13. And Gideon said unto him, Oh, my Lord.] The 
Hebrew word bi (which we translate O, or I beseech thee) 
may literally be trahslated, with me; by way of interrogat- 
ion : as much as to say, How can that be ? It appears by- 
the worcl Adonai (Lord) which is used to all great men, 
that he did not yet think him to be an angel, but some 
person of extraordinary quality, who wished well to the 
Israelites. 

If the Lord be tvith us, why then is all this befallen ns ? 
And where are all the miracles which our fathers told us of, 
saying, Did not the Lord bring its up from Egypt, &c] He 
thought their present condition sufficiently shewed that 
their whole nation was forsaken by God ; who had thrown 
them into that slavery, out of which he delivered their 
fathers, and did not appear, hy any miraculous works, to 
be present among them as he was in Egypt, but left them 
to be devoured by the Midianites. 

Here the Targum makes Gideon's answer to have been 
this, Is the Schechinah of the Lord our help? Whence then 
hath all this happened unto us? Which paraphrase shews 
that they took the Word of the Lord to be the same with 
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the Schcchinah of the Lord, who had most gloriously ap- 
peared for their help. (Seo ver. 16. and Josh. xiv. 12.) 

Ver. 14. And the Lord looked upon Mm.] This shews it 
was not a mero angel, but the same Jehovah, who ap- 
peared to Joshua (v. 13, 14.) in the likeness of an angel, 
and now cast a gracious aspect upon hiin : for to have 
respect unto a mau, or unto his sacrifice, is graciously to 
accept him, and to be favourable to him j as the Lord now 
declared ho was, by his very countenance, which had great 
kindness in it. 

And said, Go in this thy might.] This seems to intimate 
that Gideon was immediately inspired with a great cou- 
rage, by that gracious aspect of the Lord upon him. 

And thou shalt save Israel from the hand of the Midian- 
ites.] See those wonders renewed, which appeared in the 
deliverance of .their fathers out of Egypt, of which Gideon 
said there was no token, (ver. 13^) 

Have not I sent thee?} Is not this a sufficient authority, 
that thou hast a commission from God ? great care is 
taken throughout all this book, to shew that the judges all 
acted by a Divine warrant. 

Ver. 15. And he said unto him, Oh, my Lord.] Still he 
took him to be only some extraordinary man. 

Wherewith -shall I save Israel?] He doth not reject tho 
commission, but modestly declines it (as TheodoTet ob- 
serves), considering his own meanness, in comparison 
with many others. 

Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh.] And conse- 
quently of little power to raise forces, to oppose so potent 
an enemy: the word- we translate my family, is in He- 
brew my thousand: for the Israelites were distributed, by 
Jethro's advice, into hundreds and thousands ; and the 
thousand to which Gideon belonged, was the meanest of 
all the rest in that tribo. The Jews will have it, that Gi T 
deon was the chiliarch, or chief commander of this thou- 
sand ; others say, his father Joash, who, it appears -by 
tho story, was a considerable person; but it is uncertain 
whether he had such a government. 

And I am the least in my father's house.] This shews 
that Gideon had no such command as the Jews imagine. 

Ver. 16. And the Lord said unto him, Surely I will be 
with thee.] Do not consider thy poverty, but the power of 
God, which shall accompany thee : here the Targum thus 
paraphrases, My Word shall be thy help; who was the 
same that appeared to Joshua, with a sword in his hand. 

And thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man.] Defeat 
them as easily, as if he had but ono man to deal withal. 

Ver. 17. And he said, If now 1 have found grace in thy 
sight.] Am so highly favoured as to have this honour. 

Then shew me a sign.] He doth not so much make a 
doubt, as desire to be confirmed in his belief. 

That thou talkest with me.] That thou hast brought this 
commission from God, and that I shall be able to destroy 
the Midianites. He said this (as Conr, Pellicanus thinks) 
not because his faith wanted confirmation, but that he 
might make others believe, w T ho would require a sign be- 
fore they joined with him. 

Ver. 18. Depart not Jience, I pray thee, until I come 
unto thee.] Stay here till I, go .home, aud return. * 

And bring forth my present.] So we rightly interpret the 
Hebrew word mincha ; which, though it signify a meat- 
offering (as we observe in the margin), yet there was no- 



thing of a sacrifice intended here, nor was Gideon a priest, 
or this a place of sacrifice. 

And set it before thee.] He intended to entertain him, 
by making a feast for him. 

And he said, I will tarry till thou come again.] It was a 
great thing he was to undertake, and so God graciously 
condescended to give him all manner of satisfaction 
about it. 

Ver. ID. And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and 
unleavened cakes of an ephah of flour.] For expedition's 
sake he made such cakes, they being soonest prepared : 
for it is a mere fancy of the Jews, that this was done 
about the Passover in the days of unleavened bread. 

Tlie flesh he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a 
pot, and brought it unto him under the oak, and presented 
it.] Set it before him on a table, and desired he would bo 
pleased to eat : in which he followed the example of Abra- 
ham and Lot, and seems to have entertained him nobly, 
according to the way of feasting in those days; for a 
whole kid (part of which was boiled, and the other part, 
perhaps, otherwise prepared), and so many cakes, as an 
ephah of flour would make, was enough for several guests; 
and therefore so much set before one man, was to shew 
his great respect to him. 

Ver. 20. And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Take 
the flesh and tlie unleavened cakes.] He did not taste of 
them, intending to turn them into a sacrifice unto God. 

And lay them upon this rock.] Which was near tho grove 
of oaks, in the higher part of the city of Ophrah, as Ber- 
tram conjectures, in his book de Repub. Judaica, cap. 15. 

And pour out the broth.] As Elijah, in aftertimes, bade 
them pour water upon his sacrifice. . 

And he did so.] He obeyed him; though, it is likely, he 
thought it strange he should command him thus to dispose 
of the good cheer he had prepared for him. 

Ver. 21. .Then the angel of the Lord put forth tlie end of 
the staff that teas in his hand.] For he appea r ?d, I sup- 
pose, in the form of a traveller, who were wont to walk 
with a staff in their hand. 

And touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and 
there rose, up fire out of the rock.] Ho did not smite the 
rock with his staff (by which stroke the fire might have 
been thought to be stirred up), but only gently touched tho 
flesh and the cakes with it. 

And consumed the flesh and the unleavened cakes.] To- 
gether with the broth, that was poured on them ; which 
was as great a miracle (if not greater) as if fire had come 
down from heaven, as in the sacrifices which Moses, and 
Elijah, and others, offered : by which the faith of Gideon 
was mightily strengthened, that the miracles done in an- 
cient tiriies (which he inquired after, ver. 13.)* were not 
ceased, and that God would be as good as his word to 
him, for this was a token of God's acceptance of him. 

And the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight.] 
Went up into heaven, as the Chaldee paraphrase inter- 
prets it. 

Ver. 22. And tvhen Gideon perceived that he was an 
angel of the Lord.] He was convinced, by this wonder, that 
he was not a mere prophet that appeared to him. 

Alas, O Lord God! for because I have seen an angel of 
the Lord face to face.] He speaks as a man in a fright, 
and cuts off part of his words ; for his meaning was, I * 
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shall die : such was the opinion of good men in those 
days, that if they saw apparently an inhabitant of the 
other world, he came to call them away from this : as ap- 
pears more fully in the story of Manoah and his wife, in 
the thirteenth chapter of this book : and this opinion was 
very ancient, as maybe gathered from the words of Jacob, 
Gen. xxxii. 30. and they were confirmed in it, perhaps, 
by the words of God to Moses, Exod. xxxiii. 20. 

Ver. 23. And the Lord said unto him.'] Though the angel 
disappeared, and nothing was to be seen, .yet the Lord, 
who appeared in that form to him, made him know he was 
still present with him, by speaking the following words in 
an audible voice. 

Peace be unto thee; fear not: thou shalt not die J] He 
bids him fear no harm, but quite contrary, expect all man- 
ner of good (which is comprehended in the word peace), 
and that in this world, where he should still continue, to 
work that deliverance which he promised by him ; from 
such places as this the ancient Christians rightly' gathered, 
that the Son of God appeared, upon some great occasions, 
in old time ; which is not incredible, but a^matter of easy 
belief, if we be persuaded that he did really appear in our 
flesh, which he took of the Virgin Mary, and dwelt among 
us for a long time, and then ascended in it to heaven, 
where he lives for ever : for why should we think it strange, 
if, for a short time, he appeared some time in human 
shape, as a prelude to what he intended in the fulness of 
time ? " Fuit sane id majus quod nobis prae'stitit," &c. (as 
Peter Martyr speaks.) It was indeed a greater thing which 
he did for ns at last ; but he that did the greater, may well 
be granted to have done the less, and there is no reason to 
doubt of it. / 

Ver. 24. And Gideon built an altar thereunto the Lord.] 
Not for sacrifice (which had been directly contrary to the 
law of God), but as a monument of that heavenly vision, 
and of the mercy promised to him, in that place where ho 
built the altar ; viz. where the angel stood and touched the 
flesh and unleavened cakes, and consumed them : such an 
altar the Reubenitcs made, Josh. xxii. 10, &c. 

And called it Jehovah-shalom.] That is, the Lord here 
pronounced peace to me, (ver. 23.) or (as we understand it 
in the margin), the Lord grant peace: which he had the 
greatest reason to expect, when God had declared it, at 
that very time when he looked for death. 

JJntil this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.] It 
was remaining when Samuel wrote this book. 

Ver. 25. And it came to pass the same night.] After the 
angel's appearance. 

That the Lord said unto him.] In a dream, it is most 
likely, because it was in the night. 

Take thy fathers young bullock.] In the Hebrew the 
words are two, par, shor, signifying a bullock full-grown; 
which his father, it is probable, had fatted up for a sacri- 
fice to Baal. 

Even the second bullock.] Our translation supposes there 
was but one bullock, which he was ordered to take (be- 
cause we read in the next verse, that this alone was sacri- 
ficed); but in the Hebrew, and the LXX. and the Vulgar 
(and our margin also), the words arc, and the second bul- 
lock; which was next to the first in age. < 

Of seven years old.] Which was calved, as Arius Mon- 
tanus observes, when their oppression under the Midianitcs 



began ; and was now ordered to be sacrificed, in token that 
it should end with this bullock's death. 

- And throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath.] 
Which was in his ground, and built, perhaps, at his charge ; 
but was for public use, as appears from ver. 28. 

And cut down the grove that is by it.] Or rather, upon it ; 
for so the Hebrew word alau signifies ; and so the LXX. 
translate it Itt abno, upon the altar beforementioned. And 
therefore by ashereh, which we translate grove, must be - 
meant the image in the grove, which stood upon the altar. 
And so the word is used in other places, (1 Kings xxiii. 6.), , 
Which Mr. Selden probably conjectures was the image of 
Ashtaroth, or Astarte ; for she was worshipped together with 
Baal,ii. 13. where they are said to have worshipped Baal and , 
Aslitarotli (for there was more than one Astarte), which is 
the same with iii. 7. where it is said they worshipped Baalim 
and. the groves. (See Syntag. ii. de*Diis Syris, cap. 2.) 
There could be no hope of deliverance till religion was re- 
formed ; with which therefore God orders him to begin. 

Ver. 26. And build an altar unto the Lord thy God upon 
the top of this rock.] Where the angel appeared to him;, 
from whence Bertram thinks the Israelites learnt to sacri- 
fice in high places; if it were not rather a custom derived 
from the gentiles. 

On the top of this rock there was a fortress, as I take it ; 
which, it is likely," had been built to secure them from the 
Midianitcs. Tor the word for rock is not the ordinary one, 
viz. tzor, or sela, but mahoz ; which signifies a strong hold. 

In the ordered place.] Which St. Jerome took to be the 
place where the flesh and unleavened cakes were laid in 
order upon the rock; (ver. 20.) but it may signify, as we 
translate it in the margin, in an orderly manner. 

And take the second bullock, and offer a burnt-sacrifice.] . 
If there were two bullocks which he took, it is hard to say 
what became of the first. Arius Montanus supposes it was 
offered for himself, and for his family; but this second is 
only mentioned,because it w r as the sacrifice that was offered 
for the whole nation, to implore God's mercy to them ; for 
sacrifices were a kind of prayer and supplication. Gideon * 
was no priest, but by God's special order was required to' 
do this; which otherwise would have. been a presump- 
tuous sin. 

With the wood of the grove which thou shalt cut down.] 
This was also an extraordinary, command, whereby things 
employed to idolatry were converted to a sacred use: 
otherwise, God had ordered them all to be utterly destroyed, J. 
(Deut. vii. 5. xii. 3.) 

Ver. 27. Then Gideon took ten men of his servants^] In 
whom he could confide; and this number was as many as 
was necessary to make a congregation for public worship ; 
and was sufficient also to execute what God had com- 
manded. 

And did as the Lord had said unto him.] Broke down the 
altar of Baal, cut down the grove, and built an altar unto • 
the Lord, and offered the burnt-sacrifice. 

And so it. was, because he feared his father's household, 
and the men of the city, that he cotdd not do it by day.] 
Without endangering a tumult, which might have ended in j 
a fray. 

TJiat he did it by night.] When he was likely to' meet r 
with no opposition. In this he gave an early proof of his 
faith in God, for it was a bold undertaking: but prudence 
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is not excluded in tho execution of the Divine commands: 
yet the greater speed men make, tho more acceptable it 
is; and some think his zeal moved him to do this the very 
same night wherein God appeared to him. 

Ver. 28. And when the men of the city rose early in the 
morning.] And came to worship Baal, before they went 
aTjout their business. 

Behold, the altar of Baal was cast down, and the grove 
cut down that was by it.] They wcro very much surprised 
to see such an alteration. 

And the second bullock was offered.] Which they knew 
was designed for a sacrifice to Baal. 

Upon the altar that was built J] Not upon the altar of 
Baal which was thrown down, but on a new one which 
was built in another place; upon which the flesh of the 
second bullock was still flaming, being not quite con- 
sumed, when they came thither. 

Ver. 29; And they said one to another, Who hath done 
this thing?] Their superstition made them very solicitous 
to find out the author of this impiety, as they accounted it. 

And when they inquired and asked.] Here are two, 
words in the Hebrew, importing that they made a diligent 
inquisition ; examining many persons what they knew of it. 

They said, Gideon the son ofJoash hath done this thing.] 
Who gave this information, we are not told; nor how the 
discovery was made: perhaps some had seen him that 
morning stand by the sacrifice; which it is likely he would 
not forsake, as long as he durst attend it. Or some of his 
servants might let fall such words as gave suspicion: or, 
the altar and image standing in Joash's ground, and his 
bullock being offered, they thought that none, without the 
knowledge of his family, could come to attempt it: and, 
* besides, it is probable .that Gideon was known to be no 
zealous servant of Baal; and when all were so very much 
concerned for the demolishing of his altar, he expressing 
no concern at all, they coufidently charged him with the 
fact. 

Ver. 30. Then the men of the city said to Joash, Bring 
out thy son, that he may die; because he y &c] It seems they 
were all zealous idolaters ; and thought him worthy of death 
who dishonoured those who were accounted gods. 

Ver. 31. And Joash said unto all that stood against him.] 
That is, against his son; demanding to have him produced 
and punished. 

Will ye plead for Baal? Will ye save him?] i.e. Will 
you take upon you to avenge his quarrel, and to be his 
patrons? Doth it belong to you to be his defenders and 
deliverers? It seems to have been a popular tumult, which 
he- endeavours to repress; by representing to them, that 
such crimes were not to be punished by them, but by the 
magistrates of the city; and that they would bring them- 
selves in danger of what they intended to do to Gideon, if 
they did not desist; as it follows in the next words. 

He that will plead for him, let him be put to death.] That 
is; Let me tell you, he that thus moves'sedition in this cause, 
by my consent, should be put to death himself. And, it is 
likely, Joash was a magistrate in the city; who terrified 
them by declaring what his opinion would be, if they came 
to be tried for this riot. 

While it is yet morning.] That is, immediately. For it 
was early in the morning (ver. 28.) when they came in this 
manner to Joash. 



If he be a god, let him plead for himself, because one hath 
cast down his altar.] If the magistrates neglected to punish 
the pretended crime, Baal, he te'ls them, in case ho were a 
real god, would take care to do himself right; and there- 
fore they need not bo so much concerned about it: and so 
some understand tho latter part of this verse, He deserves 
to die presently, who is an adversary to Baal: but let the 
execution be done then by Baal himself For if he be a god, 
he will take care of his own honour; and you need not 
trouble yourselves about it. It is likely Joash had been 
convinced by his son, that God had given him a commis- 
sion to deliver his people; and to begin it with this reform- 
ation: which made him appear thus boldly in his son's 
cause; because he knew it was the cause of God. 

Ver. 32. Therefore on that day he called him JerubbaaW] 
In 2 Sam. xi. 21. he is called Jerubbesheth ; for so some 
called Baal, in contempt, by the name of Besheth, that is, 
shame and confusion; which well expresses the nature of 
such idols. 

Saying, Let Baal plead against him, because he hath 
thrown dotvn his altar.] This is the reason why he gave 
him this name; which is as much as to say, the adversary 
of Baal; or, him whom Baal hath a quarrel withal; upon 
the account of the affront put upon him, in throwing down 
his altar. The Phoenicians called him Jerombalus, as ap- 
pears by Sanchoniathon, whom Eusebius often quotes, as 
he is translated by Philo-Byblius into Greek: and Por- 
phyry saith, he received certain commentaries from Jerom- 
balus, the priest of tho god Jevo. Which can.be nothing 
but the books of Moses, w T hich contain the laws delivered 
by Jehovah; as Huetius justly observes in his Demonstr. 
Evangel, propos. iv. cap. 2. for the remains which we have 
of his writings plainly taste of the doctrine of Moses. 

Ver. 33. Then all the Midianites, and the Amalekites, 
and the children of the east, were gathered together.] As 
they were w r ont to do every year, to waste the country, 
(ver. 3—5.) 

Arid went over.] The river Jordan. 

And pitched in the valley of Jezreel.] Which alarmed 
Gideon, and gave him occasion to execute his commission ; 
it being not far from Ophrah; for Jezreel in the tribe of 
Judah is not here meant, (mentioned Josh. xv. 36.) but 
Jezreel in the tribe of Manasseh, or Issachar, which is fre- 
quently spoken of in the book of the Kings, being one of 
the royal seats of the kings of Israel ; where there was a 
noble valley, running from the east to the west, mentioned 
Josh. xvii. 1G. Hosea i. 5. 

Ver. 34. But the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon.] 
Or (as the words are in the Hebrew, and as the LXX. 
translate it), clothed Gideon: which is a phrase St. Paul 
uses to signify a man is replenished with that wherewith 
he is said to be clothed; or that he is fully possessed of 
it. So was Gideon with courage, and all other qualities 
necessary in a great commander. 

And he blew a trumpet, andAbi-ezer was gathered unto 
him.] Came and oifered their service to fight under his 
banner. This was a wonderful change, if the city of 
Ophrah, who were lately so incensed against him, that.thoy 
would have killed him for destroying their idol, now not 
only submitted to him, but were ready to join with him 
against all his enemies : but though this be not incredible, 
that they were converted from the idolatrous worship of 
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Baal, when they saw no hurt befal Gideon for throwing 
down his altar, &c. yet this may be meant only of the rest 
of the Abi-ezrites, and especially those of his own kindred 
and family. 

Ver. 35. And he sent messengers throughout all Manas- 
$eh, who also were gathered after Jiinu] That is, the rest of 
his tribe ; whose hearts God moved to resort unto him. 

And he sent messengers unto Asher,- and unto Zebulun, 
and unto Naphtali.] After his own tribe was come in, he 
invited these three who bordered upon the tribe of Manas- 
sch northward to come to his assistance: but he did not 
send unto the tribe of Ephraim^ who were neighbours to 
the Manassites- on the south ; which afterward begat a 
quarrel, as we read chap. viii. 

And they came to meet them.] One of the copies of the 
LXX. refers this to Gideon, that he went up to meet those 
of the three tribes beforemcntioned ; but others refer it to- 
them who came up to meet Gideon ; and so the Hebrew 
words seem to import.. But which way soever we take it, 
they all joined their forces together; and from hence Sir 
J, Marsbam infers, that the oppression fell only on this part 
of the country; though the whole story represents all the 
Israelites as in a miserable condition, and as submitting to 
his government, after he had delivered them. 

Ver, 36. And Gideon said unto God J] In a prayer, which, 
I suppose, he made unto him. 

If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said.] 
He did not doubt of God's intentions, who had promised 
to be with him: for in pursuit of his commands he had 
done one great thing already, in throwing down Baal's 
altar; and had also blown a trumpet and listed soldiers; 
and had likewise seen wonderful effects of God's power, in 
consuming the flesh and the cakes that were laid upon the 
rock, by fire coming out of it: therefore he desired Only a 
confirmation of his faith ; and that, perhaps, for the sake 
of those who were to go with him, who might possibly be 
timorous: or he might desire by some sign to know, whether 
at this time he would make him victorious over the Midian- 
ites, or he was to wait for some other opportunity. 

Ver. 37. Behold,, I will put a fleece of wool in the floor.] 
Where they were wont to thrash corn ; which was done in 
the open air, not in barns, as w r e do now. 

And if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all 
the earth beside, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel 
by my hand, as thou hast said.] He supposed that the dew 
which distilled from heaven was a Divine gift, (as the 
Scripture often testifies, particularly Gen. xxviii. 28.) 
which he desires might be so governed by God, that though 
it commonly fall every where, it might now, by his extraor- 
dinary providence, water only his fleece. 

Ver. 38. And it was so : for he rose up early in the morn- 
ing, and thrust the fleece together, and wringed the dew out 
of the fleece, a bowl-full of water.] When there was not a 
drop upon the earth round about it. The word sephel, 
which here we translate bowl, was used in the foregoing 
chapter, ver. 25. Which sec. 

Ver. 39. And Gideon said unto God, Let not thine anger 
be hot against me f - and I will speak but this onceJ] Though 
God did not chide him for his former desire, nor charge 
him with any distrust of his power and will to do what he 
promised; yet Gideon was afraid lest he should be very 
angry at his renewing the same request, because it looked . 
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like a diffidence in God's word. But if we consider, that 
it was for the farther and fuller satisfaction of those that 
were to go with him, it may be excused ; and as he pro- 
mises that he will ask no more signs, so we do not find the 
Lord took it ill of him that he asked this. 

Let me prove thee, I pray thee, with the fleece.] This is a 
bad word, when it denotes men's infidelity, that no sign 
will he given them; but a good one, when it signifies an 
humble desire to have such a sign granted therri, as here 
it doth. 

Let it be dry now only upon the fleece, and upon all the 
ground let there be dew.] Upon these words Ralbag hath 
this' observation, " The former miracle was not sufficient 
for his conviction, because it is in the very nature of wool 
to draw moisture to it; and therefore he desires this se- 
cond miracle, which is contrary to the first/' 

Ver. 40. And God did so that night.] For some dewdrops 
in the morning, other in the night. And here God 'was 
pleased, not in the morning, but in that very night when he 
asked this sign, to sprinkle all the floor with dew, and let 
none fall upon the fleece. So ready (saith Bochartus) is 
God to hear our prayers ; which his benefits do not so much 
follow, as go before them, or immediately accompany them. 
, For it was dry upo?i the fleece only, and there was dew on 
all the ground.] Not upon all the country of Israel, but 
upon all the floor, or the land thereabout. By these quite 
contrary signs his faith was fully confirmed ; and perhaps 
there w T as some need of it, when he saw the number of his 
followers reduced to a small handful of three hundred men, 
(vii. 10.) There are those who think he chose a fleece of 
wool for that purpose, not only because it was ready at 
hand, but the better to express how the earth was shorn by 
the Midianites, as the sheep had been by him ; and when 
he begged the dew (a sign of the Divine favour) might fall 
upon the fleece, it was to represent the kindness of God to 
him; and when he begged it might fall upon the whole 
ground, it represented his favour to all the people : and, 
lastly, that these two miracles, opposite one to the other, 
do notably set forth the state of that nation, who were 
moistened with the dew of heaven (the knowledge of God) 
when the rest of the world were dry ; and now are dry, when 
the rest of the earth are filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN Jerubbaal (ivho is Gideon), and all the 
people tliat were with him, rose up early.] The very next 
morning, I suppose, after the last miracle. 

And pitched beside the well of Harod.] It is but conjec- 
tured where this well was; viz. not far from Mount Gilboa. 

So that the host of the Midianites were on the north side of 
them, by the hill of Moreh.] The Vulgar takes the word 
Morch to signify high; and then this high hill can be no 
other than the forenamed Gilboa. Here Pellicanus ob- 
serves, that prudence and diligent forecast is to be used, 
even when we are under the Divine conduct; for he thinks 
Gideon acted like a skilful commander, when he quartered 
his army so, as to have the enemy on the north of him, ra- 
ther than the east or the south. 

In the valley.] Of Jezreel, as was said before, vi. 33. 
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which had Hcrmon on the north, and Gilboa on the 
south of it. 

Ver. 2. And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people that 
are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into 
their hand.] They were but thirty-two thousand, against an 
innumerable army of the enemies, (ver. 3. 12.) which was 
a vast disproportion ; and yet God would not use the ser- 
vice of such a company, lest it should obscure his glory ; ^ 
as it follows in the next words. 

Lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine oxen 
hand hath saved 7ne.] He knew their humour, and foresaw 
they might bo so vain as to ascribe the victory to their own 
power and prowess, and not to him who intended to shew 
to all the world it was his miraculous work. 

Ver. 3. Noiu therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people.] According to the command of Moses, Dcut. xx. 8. 

Whosoever is fearful and afraid.] The word which we 
translate afraid, is in the Hebrew harod : from whence some 
have conjectured the well where they pitched (ver. 1.) was 
called by the name of Harod, because here a great fear 
came upon most of Gideon's army. 

Let him return and depart early.] As soon as he can: 
or, as a great many understand it, make what haste he can 
to his home; it being a metaphor, they think, from the flying 
of a bird. 

From Mount Gilead.] Not that mountain which js so 
often mentioned in Scripture; for that was on the other side 
of Jordan, and in the most eastern part of their country (as 
appears from the story of Jacob, when he returned from 
Padan-Aram), but another mountain on this west side ef 
Jordan, in the tribe of Manasseh : the name of whose grand- 
son Gilead (from whom all the tribe descended) was given, 
it is probable, in memory of him, to some mountain in this 
country; which was called Mount Gilead, just as another 
mountain in the tribe of Ephraim was called Mount 
Ephraim. This seems to me afar more rational account 
of these words, than theirs who translate them towards 
Mount Gilead, or about itj or devise some other such-like 
explication of the particle min (which we rightly translate 
from), as may consist with their opinion, that the mount 
on the other side Jordan is here intended. Gataker hath 
collected many interpretations of this kind in his CinnuSj 
lib. ii. cap. 18. 

And there returned of the people twenty and two thou- 
sand.] As God thought there were too raany,so they thought 
there were too few, to fight with such £ host as came against 
them: and therefore, though they were at the first forward 
to list themselves under Gideon, yet, when they saw no 
greater number come in, as they expected, their hearts 
failed them ; for they trusted not in God, but in their own 
strength. 

And there remained ten thousand.] Who had more cou- 
rage, and were resolved to venture their lives in the cause, 
llalbag thinks the greater number that went away were men 
of bad lives, whose consciences made them afraid ; and that 
these who remained were better men, which made them va- 
liant and undaunted. And they were just the same num- 
ber that went down with Barak from Mount Tabor, in their 
last deliverance, (iv. 10.) 

Ver. 4. And the Lord said unto Gideon, The people are 
yet too many.] The more valiant they were, the more they 
might be apt to ascribe to themselves. 



Bring themdown unto the ivater.] Which, it is likely, ran 
from the well or fountain of Harod, and made a brook. 

And I will try them for thee there.] Give thee a proof 
who are fit for the service. The Hebrew word tzaraph 
signifies to scour, purge, and purify; as fullers do cloth 
from its filthiness, or as refiners do gold and silver from 
their dross. So God intended to purge Gideon's army, 
from all such persons as he judged unmeet for the under- 
taking. 

And it shall be, that of whom I say unto thee, This shall 
go ivith thee, the same shall go with thee ; and of whomso- 
ever J say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same 
shallnot go.] He intended by such a voice as now spake 
unto him, to declare who should go with him, and who 
should not. - 

Ver. 5. So he brought down the people unto the water.] 
Where it was proper to purge them. 

And the Lord said unto Gideon, Every one that hxppeth 
of the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, himshalt thou 
set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down upon 
his knees to drink.] They were thirsty, we may well sup- 
pose, by the heat of the weather, and by their march, which 
made them greedily betake themselves to the water : where 
he bid Gideon observe the different postures Avhich they 
used in quenching of their thirst. The LXX. here translate 
it 7rac Sc «v Xa^y rp yXuxray avrov, Whosoever licketh up the 
water with his tongue. Which is the very word the great 
philosopher uses in his History of Animals, lib. viii.cap.6. 
where he saith, those creatures whose teeth are continued 
close together, sup iip water as horses and oxen do; but 
such as he calls Kapx a P& 0VTa > ^ a ^ have teeth like a saw, do 
\a7TTuv, which is of the same signification with our English 
word lap, and the French taper, as Bochart observes. 

Ver. ft. And the number of them that lapped, putting their 
handdo their month, were three [hundred men; but all the 
rest of the people bowed down upon their knees to drink 
water.] Some ascribe it to the sloth and laziness of these 
three hundred men, that .they would not stoop down to 
drink as the rfestdid ; others to their timorousness, and the 
great fear they were in of being suddenly surprised by their 
enemies, which is the opinion of Josephus and Theodoret; 
both which great authors think, that God chose these three 
hundred men, on purpose because they were poor-spirited, 
that the victory might be acknowledged to be entirely 
owing to himself: and Grotius is of this mind, who thinks 
they lapped, just as the dogs do of .the river Nile, as they 
run, for fear of the crocodiles. (See Sixtiri Amama's An- 
tibarbarus, lib. iii. p. 385.) But it is evident that all the 
fearful persons were dismissed before ; and it is not likely 
that courageous men w r ere lazy; therefore I take it, as 
others do (particularly Procopius Gazaeus), to be a token 
of their temperance, and of the nobleness of their spirit, 
which made them so desirous to engage the enemy, that 
they would not stay to drink ; but though they were very 
thirsty, contented themselves to moisten their mouth with 
a little water; whereas the rest indulged themselves so far, 
as to drink their belly-full. And it is the opinion of Ral- 
bag, among the Jews, that their lapping standing, was a 
sign of their alacrity and fortitude. 11. Solomon, and 
Kimchi, also think, that the rest had been worshippers of 
Baal, and, by bowing their knees to drink, were discovered, 
1 which is a far-fetched conceit. 
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Ver. 7. And the Lord said unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped ivill I save you, and deliver the 
Midianites into thine hand.'] It was sufficient to let all the 
world see God saved them and not men, that he employed 
only three hundred persons in this service, yet it was ne- 
cessary these three hundred should be men of extraordinary 
faith and courage (such as Gideon had) to embolden them 
to this enterprise. 

And let all the other people go every man unto his place.] 
He had sent away above two-thirds of his army before, and 
now of that third part he keeps only the thirtieth. 

Ver. 8. And the people took victuals in their hands.] 
They that returned home left so much provision as would 
serve to maintain three hundred men for some time. 

And their trumpets.'] If we suppose every thousand men 
to have ten trumpeters belonging to them, it was easy to 
furnish three hundred men with every one a trumpet, which 
we read (ver. 16.) they had, that they might, when they 
sounded, make a noise, as if they were a greater number 
than really they were. It is hard to say, how Josephus 
came to say, that they carried in their hand xpiov K^pag, a 
ram's horn, which they used avrt aak-myyog, instead of a 
trumpet, (lib. v. Antiq. cap. 8.) for rams' horns are not hol- 
low: and the LXX. only call them KtpUTiva$, not saying of 
what they were made. It may be supposed, indeed, that 
rams' horns were made hollow for this use, as the Jews 
make them at this day. 

And he sent all the rest of Israel, every man, unto his tent.] 
Who, it is probable, did not go so far, but that they were 
ready to join with those who pursued the Midianites after 
thejr defeat, (ver. 23, 24.) 

And retained those three hundred men.] Kept no more 
with him than this number whom God had chosen to ac- 
complish his promise. 

And the host ofMidian was beneath him in the valley^} It 
seems his small handful of men lay encamped upon a hill, 
where the Midianites thought it not safe to assault them, 
not knowing what number they were, nor how entrenched, 
and therefore they lay still in the valley of Jezrecl; 

Ver. 9. And it came-topass the same night.] After he had 
reduced his forces to this small number. 

That the Lord said unto him, Arise, get thee down unto 
the host of the Midianites.] Who lay in the valley below him. 

For I have delivered it into thy hand.] There, he means, 
he should understand, and be fully satisfied by what he 
should hear, that his victory over them was as sure as if he 
had already obtained it. 

Ver. 10. But if thou fear to go down.] As he had some 
reason, having now such a slender company with him. 

Go thou with Phurah thy servant dotvn to the host.] 
Every man is more afraid alone, than when he hath a trusty 
companion with him ; yet it was not fit to carry more than 
one, whose fidelity was known to him ; for secret designs 
are not to be committed to many. 

Ver. 11. And thou shalt hear what they say.] Hear the 
discourse that some of them would have with another. 

And afterward shall thine hand be strengthened to g& 
down unto the host.] Whereby he should be encouraged to 
attack that great army, with so small a number as he had 
remaining with him. This shews how exceeding accept- 
able his faith and obedience was to God, in sending away 
as many of his army as he bade him dismiss; for now 
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he gives him a further confirmation of his faith without 
asking. 

Then went lie down ivith Phurah his servant.] Faith had 
quite expelled all his fear. 

Unto the outside of the armed men that were in the host.] 
To the out-guards, as we now speak, who seem to have 
consisted of fifty men, as the LXX. think the Hebrew word 
chamuschim signifies ; for they translate it t?ov Trcvr/jicovra. 

Ver. 12. And the Midianites, and Amalekites, and all the 
children of the earth.] Who joined with them in this in- 
vasion. 

Lay along in the valley.] Of Jezrecl beforementioned, 
into which Gideon now went down. 

Like grasshoppers for multitude^] See vi. 5. 

And their camels were without number.] Both Midian and 
Amalek, and the countries about them, abounded with 
camels, which were serviceable to them in their wars, as 
well as in carrying burdens. (See Bochart, in his Hiero- 
zbicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 2.) And in them they placed 
their principal riches, as he observes out of Leo Africanus, 
who saith, that when the Arabians would express the great 
wealth of their prince, they do not say, he hath so many thou- 
sand pounds of gold or silver, but so many thousand camels. 

As the sand by the sea-side for nudtitude.] So the He- 
brews arc wont to express a vastly great number! The 
certain knowledge of their number, it is likely, never came 
to the knowledge of the Israelites ; but we read of a hun- 
dred and twenty thousand men that were slain, and fifteen 
thousand that escaped, with their, two princes, vjii. 10'. 
And howanany were taken captive, is not recorded. 

Ver. 13. And when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto Ids fellow.] Which troubled 
his thoughts, I suppose, when he was awake, as the dream 
of Pharaoh, and his butler, and baker, and of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, in aftertimes, disturbed them. 

And said, Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, lo, a cake of 
barley-bread.] Or, as the Vulgar translates it, A loaf baked 
in the ashes, which was the meanest of all other bread, and 
hastily prepared. 

Tumbled.] Came tumbling down like a bowl from the 
mountain. 

Into the host ofMidian.] Through all the guards, into 
the very middle of the army, which was a sign that Gideon 
should break through all opposition. 

And came tinto a tent.~] The principal tent, which was 
pitched for their kings, or their general, in the midst of 
the host. 

And smote it, that it fellJ] This seemed strange -to the 
man, that so small a thing as a cake, or a loaf of bread, 
should throw down a tent, which was not shaken by a 
strong wind. 

And overturned it, that the tent lay along.]' It not only 
fell, but was so shattered that it could not be reared up 
again ; which was a lively emblem of the utter overthrow 
of the Midianites, and their numerous host, by Gideon, and 
his small company, as his fellow-soldier interpreted it. 

Ver. 14. And his fellow answered and said.] It appears 
by the example beforementioned, that God sometimes sent 
dreams into the minds of pagan people, who were much 
concerned to find an interpreter of them : but here, by a 
single providence, one of his comrades was inspired to tell 
the meaning immediately. 
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This is nothing else save the sivord of Gideon the son of 
Joask.] The barley-cake was a fit emblem of Gideon and 
his soldiers, who Mere a small number, as a cake is made 
of a little Hour kueaded together; and was mean also, 
and contemptible, in comparison with the Midianites, as a 
barley-cake is in comparison with wheaten bread : but the 
man could not have understood this, unless God had sug- 
gested it to him, for the confirmation of Gideon's faith and 
resolution. 

A man of Israel:] i. e. A great commander ; for so the 
Hebrews truly interpret the word isch, who (as I/Empereur 
observes out of R. Schamaja) called the governor, or chief 
commander of those who guarded the temple, isch har 
habeth, the 7iian of the mountain of the temple. (Cod. Mid- 
doth, cap. 1.) 

For into his hand hath God delivered Midian, and all the 
host.] All their confederates. Nothing is more vain than 
our common dreams, yet God hath sometimes admonished 
men that way of future things, as many of the heathen them- 
selves acknowledge (and those, the wisest of them, such as 
Hippocrates). But that a common soldier should give such 
an exact interpretation of another soldier's dream, and 
that against themselves, and their own nation, is very ex- 
traordinary. 

Ver. 15. And it was so, tvhen Gideon heard the telling of 
the dream, and the interpretation thereof] He understood 
the Midianitish language, it is likely, having been long a 
subject to that nation ; or, perhaps, it did not differ much 
from the Hebrew. 

That he worshipped.] Gave humble thanks to God for his 
goodness, in giving him new encouragement to proceed in 
his undertaking. 

And returned to the host of Israel.] So he calls it (though 
it scarce deserved that name), because God intended to 
do the same by this small number, as if they had been a 
great host. 

And said, Arise, for the Lord hath delivered into your 
hand the host of Midian.] He bids them make no doubt nor 
delay, for God had given fresh assurance of success. 

Ver. 1G. And he divided the three hundred men into three 
companies.] Under three commanders-in-chief, as the He- 
brew raschim imports, which signifies heads. 

And he put a trumpet into every mans, hand.] That they 
might make a sound of a great army. 

With empty pitchers.] Earthen pitchers, which had no 
water in them ; wherein they hid their lamps till they should 
think fit to light them. 

And lamps tvithin their pitchers.] Or, rather, torches; for, 
no doubt, they were made of pitch, or wax, and ro^in, and 
such-like things as would burn long, and not be blown out 
by the wind, as lamps made of oil only are apt to be\ 

Ver. 17. And he said unto them, Look on me and do like- 
wise.] Follow my example. 

And, behold, tvhen I come to the outside of the cdmp.] 
Where Le began the assault. V 

It shall be, that as I do, so shall ye do.] 1 suppose! he 
told them what he would do, viz. after they heard him blo^v 
the trumpet (as it follows in the next verse), they should d 
the same, and then break their pitchers and light their 
torches, &c. 

Ver. 18. IVlim I blow with a tmmpet, I, and all that are 
tvith me.] It is likely he commanded one of the three 
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troops with whom he began the attack, as the next verse 
imports. 

Then blow ye the trumpet also oji every side of all the 
camp.] By this it appears that they did not fall upon them 
all in one place, but some on one part of their camp, some 
on another, that they might strike the greater terror into 
them, and put them into confusion. 

And say, The sword of the Lord, and of Gideon.] Tho 
word sivord is not here in the Hebrew, where these words 
run thus, for the Lord, and for Gideon: but there being 
mention of the sword, ver. 20. it moved our translators to 
add it here also : and it is not to be thought contrary to tho 
design of God, (who would have the victory ascribed to 
himself, ver. 2.) that Gideon here joins his own name with 
God's when they went to fight; for, as he puts God in the 
first place, and names himself only as his minister, so it is 
likely he had directions from God for it, who knew the 
name of Gideon, of whose extraordinary courage, no doubt, 
the Midianites had heard, would be very formidable to'them. 

Ver. 19. So Gideon and the hundred men that were tvith 
him.] The Vulgar took a hundred to be put for the whole 
host of Gideon, and therefore saith, The three hundred men 
that were with him; but the LXX. expressly follow the 
Hebrew ; and it is most probable that he led only a hundred 
men himself, the rest being commanded by some other va- 
liant captains. 

Came to the outside of the camp.] It is not said on what 
quarter; but it is probable on the east part of their camp, 
as the second troop set upon them on the north-cast 
part, and the third on the south-east: for this way they 
knew they would bend their flight when they were routed, 
and endeavoured to escape; their own country, and the 
fords of Jordan, lying on the east: and if they ran west- 
ward, there were Israelites enough to pursue them, and cut 
them off." 

In the beginning'of the middle watch; and they had but 
newly set the watch.] That is, a little, after midnight: for 
there wore three watches among the Hebrews and the rest 
of the eastern nations, as Bochart observes out of Kimchi, 
R. Solomon, and others; the night being divided into three 
parts: and when the first third part was ended, they that 
had watched went to sleep, and another company succeeded 
them, till the morning watch. The Romans afterward 
divided the night into four parts, from whence we read, in 
the gospel, of the fourth watch. 

And they blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers that 
were in their hands.] Though Gideon placed his hope in 
God alone, yet he did not neglect such prudent stratagems 
as are used in war, but made an appearance of a greater 
number of men than he had with him: for, hearing three 
hundred trumpets sound, the Midianites could not but ap- 
prehend a great army was come to assault them: the 
breaking of the pitchers also made a clattering noise, and 
the torches then, on a sudden, flaring in their eyes, was 
very amazing, especially when they heard them shout, for 
the Lord, and for Gideon: he chose also to make his attack 
at midnight, when they were in a dead sleep, and expected 
no disturbance. 

Ver. 20. And the three companies.] The former words 
were concerning Gideon and his men, who began the at- 
tack; whose example the rest of the three companies fol- 

wed, as he required, ver. 17, 18. 
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' Blew the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, and held the 
lamps in their left hand, and the trumpets in their right 
hand to blow ivithal.] So that they made no use of their 
swords, in the first onset; both hands being full of some- 
thing else. 

And they cried, The stvord of the Lord, and of Gideon.'] 
But this stratagem had been of no efficacy, if God had not 
struck such a terror into them, when- they heard these 
words, as quite confounded them: and yet these words do 
not import, as I said before, that the victory was divided 
between the Lord and Gideon; for it is most likely (as Pet. 
Martyr observes) that God suggested even this stratagem 
to Gideon, and inade it successful. 

Ver. 21. And they stood every man in his place round 
about the camp.] Not one of the three hundred men stirred 
a foot from his place, but stood there without striking, 
a stroke; as if they had been only torch-bearers, to give 
light to their army, to see their way to the camp, and to do 
execution. 

And all the host ran, and cried, and fled.] They did not 
stand in their ranks to repel the Israelites; but brake up 
their camp (as the Hebrew word jaratzmaj be translated), 
and cried out with a lamentable voice, fleeing as fast as 
they could to their own country. 

Ver. 22. And the three hundred men blew the trumpets.] 
That is, continued to blow them without ceasing. 

And the Lord set every man's sword against his fellow, 
even throughout all the host.] Being suddenly awaked out 
of their sleep in the middle of the night, and hearing such 
a noise, as if a vast multitude were falling upon thcm,they 
were in such disorder (which was increased by the clatter- 
ing of the pitchers, and the blaze of the torches), that they 
could not distinguish their friends from their enemies, but 
killed one another; every man falling upon him that was 
next to him, whom he fancied to be one of Gideon's army. 
Thus the Philistines were defeated by Jonathan, (1 Sam. 
xiv. 1G. 20.) and the Ammonites, Moabitcs, and Edomites, 
in the days of Jehoshaphat, (2 Chron. xx. 22, 23.) * 

And the host fled to Beth-shittah inZererath, and to the 
border of Abel-meholah, unto Tabbath.] We find none of 
these places mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, but only 
Abel-meholah,. in 1 Kings iv. 12. xix.'lG. which being in 
the tribe of Manasseh, not far from the river Jordan, may 
support a conjecture, that the rest of the places were in the 
way thither. 

Ver. 23. And the men of Israel gathered themselves to- 
gether out of Naphtali, and out of Asher.] He had sent to 
these tribes at the first raising of his army, and also to 
Zebulun, who, being neighbours, came to join him, (vi. 35.) 

And out of all Manasseh.] Who were the forwardest in 
this enterprise, being his own tribe. 

And pursued after the Midianites.] Though they had been 
lately disbanded by God's order, yet it is likely they lay 
ready, if there should be occasion, to help to complete the 
victory. 

Ver. 24. And Gideon sent messengers throughout all 
Mount Ephraim.] He was desirous that others should have 
some share with him, in finishing this work ; though he 
alone, with some few began it, and were exposed to all the 
danger. Would to God (saith P. Martyr on this occasion) 
that we were of this spirit in the church of Christ, that 
when any noble work is begun, we would call in all to help 



to perfect it: but, alas ! such are our sins> we- oft-times do 
all we are able to hinder one another. 

Saying, Come , down against the Midianites.] He invites 
them to come to his assistance against the common enemy;, 
which his small handful of men were not sufficient to de-* 
stroy, though they had entirely routed them.* 

And take before them the waters.] He would have them 
make such haste, as to possess themselves of the fords, be- 
fore the Midianites could get to them. 

Unto Beth-barah and Jordan.] It is very probable, that 
Beth-barah is the same place with Beth-abara in St. John's- 
gospel, (i.*28.) being the place where the Israelites passed 
over Jordan, when they first entered Canaan : and then by 
Jordan must be meant all the fords upon this river, from 
Beth-barah to the lake of Gennesaret. 

Then all the men of Ephraim gathered themselves together, 
and took the waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan.] Posted 
themselves all along the river, from the lake beforemen*, 
tioned unto Beth-barah. 

Ver. 25. And they took two princes of the 3Iidianites.] 
Two great commanders, as the word sarim signifies, which 
we translate princes. 

Oreb and Zeeb.] From hence some gather that the Mi- 
dianitish language did not much differ from the Hebrew: 
in which Oreb signifies a crow,, and Zeeb a wolf; from which 
creatures, and such-like, it seems very anciently great men 
thought fit to take the names of their families : as the 
Romans did afterward, (among whom we read of the Cor- 
vini, and Gracchi, and Aquilini, &c.) cither as omens, or as 
monuments of their undaunted courage and dexterity in 
military achievements. 

And they slew Oreb upon the rock Oreb.] It is likely that 
there he was taken hidden in some hole, and from his. 
slaughter there the rock had its name in future times. 

And Zeeb they slew at the ivine-press of Zeeb.] Where he 
also, in like manner, being taken and slain, gave name to 
this place. • 

And pursued Midian.] Did not content themselves with 
this, but pursued them to the other side of Jordan ; whither 
some of them had escaped, before they would obey Gideon's 
summons. 

And brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon.] As 
the manner was in aftertimes, when they would gratify a 
great conqueror with a welcome spectacle: for thus Pom- 
pcy's head was offered to Caesar, and Cicero's to Mark 
Antony. 

On the other side Jordan.] Over which we read (viii. 4.); 
Gideon passed, in the pursuit of the enemy. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the men of Ephraim said unto him.] When 
they presented the heads of the two princes unto him. 

Why hast thou served us thus?] They thought them- 
selves slighted by their brethren of the tribe of Manasseh ; 
which they took the more heinously>because they looked 
upon themselves to be every way superior to them, by the 
blessing of Jacob. 

TJiat thou calledst us not when thou wentest to fight with 
the Midianites.] As he had done other meaner tribes, (vi. 
35.) who were not so able to assist him as themselves; 
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And they did dude with him sharply.} Spake very angry 
words, as if they would have come to blows. 

Ver. 2. And he said, What have I done noiv in compa- 
rison with you?] Proud men love to be praised ; and there- 
fore he magnifies their service as far surpassing his own. 

Is not the gleaning of the grapes ofEphraim, better than 
the vintage o/Abi-ezer?] A common proverb, I suppose, 
in those days, whereby they were wont to commend the 
smallest action of one, as- superior to the greatest of 
another: and here it is most fitly applied; for it is as if he 
had said, These scattered parties that you have gleaned 
and picked up (as we now speak) at the fords of Jordan, 
are far more than thbse which I and my whole host (as it 
is called, vii. 15.) have destroyed. 

Ver. 3. God hath delivered into your hands the princes 
of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb.] Which he was content they 
should think more considerable than all the common men 
that he had vanquished. 

And wliat was I able to do in comparison with you?] To 
yield unto others the glory which they affect, wonderfully 
appeases their highest displeasure. 

Tlien their anger was abated towards him when he had 
said that.] According to that of Solomon, Prov. xv. 1. 
This is an argument of the singular modesty and prudence 
of Gideon, and no, less conspicuous in him than his 
courage; which is a mixture that rarely meets together, 
but is absolutely necessary to make a truly great man; 
who never appears so great, as when he treats insolent men 
with humility, and angry men with meekness. 

Ver. 4. And Gideon came to Jordan, and passed over J]- 
Or rather, had passed over; for he was gone over Jordan' 
before Oreb and Zeeb were taken; but it is not related till 
now, that what concerned the Ephraimites might be told 
altogether without interruption. 

He and the three hundred men that were with him.] Not 
one of which was lost. 

Faint, yet pursuing them.] Tired with a long march, and 
eager pursuit; which notwithstanding they continued, be- 
ing more solicitous for the public safety than their own. 

Ver. 5. And he said unto the men of Succoth.] A city in 
the tribe of Gad, mentioned in Gen. xxxiii. 17. and other 
places. 

Give, I pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that 
follow me.] A small request, considering their great merits. 

For they be faint, and I am pursuing after Zebah and 
2ktlmunna.] He gives two reasons for his request; because 
his men were faint with a whole night's labour for the pub- 
lic safety, and he had not made his victory so complete as 
he hoped to do, if his men were refreshed and enabled to 
pursue the enemy. 

Kings of Midian.] It is no wonder we read of more kings 
than one in this country, there being five in Moses's time, 
(Numb. xxxi. 8.) and more than five times five in Canaan, 
which was divided into many petty kingdoms: and there- 
fore, if we take Oreb and Zeeb also to have been kings, 
there is no improbability in it. 

Ver. G. And the princes of Succoth said.] The rulers and 
governors of the city, who had the chief authority among 
them; as Oreb and Zeeb had in the army of Midian, for it 
is tho very same word in the Hebrew. 

Are the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna now in tJty hand, 
that we should give bread unto thy army?] They bid him 



first take those kings captives, and bring them thither with 
their hands bound behind them, before he made any de- 
mands of them. It is a bitter sort of taunt or derision, 
arising from irreligion; which made them think there was 
nothing of God in this victory, and that he would not be 
able to perfect it. 

Ver. 7. And Gideon said, TJierefore ivhen the Lord hath 
delivered Zebah and Zalmnnna into my hand.] As he was 
confident he would'. 

Then ivill I tear your JlesK with the thorns of the wilder- 
ness, and with briers.] This city was near to a wilderness, 
in whi<?h there were plenty of thorns and briers; with which 
he threatens to thrash their flesh, as the word is in the He- 
brew: which some think signifies, thatjaying briers and 
thorns on their naked bodies, he intended to bring the cart- 
wheel over them (as the manner was of thrashing out their 
corn) to fasten them deep in their flesh, and then crush 
them to death : such a kind of punishment David inflicted 
on the Ammonites, (2 Sam. xii. nit.) 

Ver. 8. And he went up from thence.'} He would not stay 
to avenge this repulse at present, but sacrificed his private 
resentments to the public service, and therefore went on- 
after the enemy. 

Unto Fennel.] Another city in the tribe of Gad, not far 
from Succoth; unto both which Jacob gave their name, 
(Gen. xxxii. 30. xxxiii. 17.) 

And spake unto them likewise.] Desired some provision 
of them, for the same reason. 

And the mm of Penuel.] i. e. The principal persons of 
the city. 

Answered him as the men of Succoth had answered him.] 
It is very likely they were idolaters; and therefore hated 
Gideon, who began to refonn religion: and, trusting to the 
strength of, their tower, despised the small forces he had 
with him. 

Ver. 9. And he spake unto the men of Penuel, saying, 
When I come again in peace, I will break down this tower.] 
In which they confided; and perhaps pointed to it, when 
they gave him their rude answer. 

Ver. 10. Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in KarkorJ] We 
read of this place no where else ; and therefore it is but a 
conjecture that it was in the confines of the tribe of Gad. 
St. Jerome saith, there was a castle in his time called Car- 
caria, about a day's journey from the city Petra ; and Euse- 
bius saith the same. 

And all the hosts with them.] That is, all the troops or 
regiments, as we now speak, that fled with them. 

About fifteen thousand men, all that were left of all the 
hosts of the children of the east] This moved those of Suc- 
coth and Penuel to mock at Gideon; that he should think 
with three hundred men, and they fatigued (as we now 
speak), to vanquish fifteen thousand, and that he should 
make demands to them, as if he had his enemies already in 
his power. 

For there fell a hundred and twenty thousand men that 
drew sword.] Besides all the people that attended their 
baggage. 

Ver. 11. And Gideon went up by the way of them that 
dwelt in tents.] He fetched a compass, by the country of 
the Arabians called Scenitac, because they dwelt in- tents : 
and so he came upon the back of Zebah and Zalmunna ; 
where they suspected no danger. 
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On the east ofNobah and Jogbehah.] Two cities, the last 
of which is expressly said to be in the tribe of Gad, 
Sf urab. xxxii. 35. and the former in the tribe of Manas- 
seh, on the borders of Gad, as may be gathered from 
this place. M 

And smote the host : for the host ivas secure.] He fell 
upon them, it is very probable, in the night, as he had 
done upon their main army at the first: and they haying 
fled as fast as they could, the day,- and part of the night 
before, were gone to take their rest; supposing they had 
been out of all danger of disturbance, now they were got 
so far from the place- of battle. 

Ver. 12. And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pur- 
sued after them.] We read of no refreshment that he and 
his men had all this time ; but either they met with some 
by the way, or God miraculously supported them. 

And took the two kings ofMidian, Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and discomfited all the host.] Haying routed their army, 
the two kings could make little resistance. 

Ver. 13. And Gideon the son of Joash returned from the 
battle before tlie sun was np.~] The Hebrew words mihna- 
haleh hachares are so variously translated by very learned 
men, that it hath made it uncertain whether he returned 
after sun-rise, or a little before it set (as Kimchi among 
the Jews, and Mercer among Christians understand it), or, 
as our translation, before sun-rise : so the Yulgar, with 
Junius, and Tremellius, and others. And then it shews, 
both that Gideon had smote the army in the night, and 
that he made such haste to return, that he came to Suc- 
coth before they were aware, by br,eak of' day. 

Ver. 14. And caught a young man of the men of Succoth, 
and inquired of him.] Surprised him in the field, and exa- 
mined him who were the principal men of the city. 

And he described to him the princes pf Succoth, and the 
elders thereof even threescore and seventeen mm.] He wrote 
down (as the Hebrew word for describe signifies) the 
names, and, perhaps, the dwellings pf the great men of 
the city, and of the judges ; who were the persons that 
derided him, and who.m alone he intended to punish ; not 
all the people, who were not in the guilt. 

Ver. 15. And he came unto the men of Succoth.] Got into 
the city very early ; and called those men before him, who 
had put the late affront upon him. 

And said, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna, with whom you 
upbraided me.] He kept these two kings alive, on purpose 
that the princes of Succoth might see the Lord had deli- 
vered them into his hand ; and made their jeers turn to 
their own shame. 

. • Saying, Are the hands of Zebah, and Zalmunna in thy 
hand, that we. should give bread unto thy men that are 
weary?] He repeats their own words to them, (ver. 6.) that 
he might reproach them with their inhuman usage of him; 
when he was in distress, and had done such wonders for 
their preservation. 

Ver. 1G. And he took the elders of the city.] Under this 
name of elders, all their great men arc comprehended. 

And thorns of the wilderness, and briers.] Which he had 
ready at hand. 

And with them he taught the men of Succoth.] He 
thrashed or tare them (as he threatened, ver. 7. and as 
some copies here have it), and by this severe correction 
taught them better manners, and more wisdom. It is not 



said that he tormented them till they expired, (as some 
think, he did, see ver. 7.) for then it would have been as 
plainly said, as it is in the next verse of the men of Penuel. 

Ver. 17. Andhe beat down the tower ofPenuel, and slew 
the men of the city.] It is not said the princes and elders, 
and therefore this looks as if the whole city had been 
guilty of the affront. put upon him, and consequently pu- 
nished by -him. But the men of the city in this story, hath 
signified only the principal persons in it, as .1 interpreted 
ver. 8. (see ver. 15, 16.) and therefore it is probable no 
other men are here meant, who fled into the tower, per- 
haps, for safety (knowing their ovm guilt, and the danger 
they were in of suffering for it), and were there slain. 

Ver. 18. Then said he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, What 
manner of men were they whom ye slew at Tabor ?] Where 
Gideon brought them before :him to be judged, is uncer- 
tain: and when it was that they slew some Israelites at 
Tabor, we can ; but guess. It is probable he brought them 
out to receive their sentence after he came home: and 
that some who hid .themselves in dens and caves, which 
were in the mountains, (vi. 2.) being found out, were slain 
by the Midianites. And Gideon's brethren being missing, 
he desired to find out, whether they were the persons whom 
they slew. 

And they answered, As thou art, so were they.'] They 
were very like him, and perhaps resembled him in their 
countenance ; as, brethren frequently do one another. 

•Every one resembled the children. of a king.] By this it 
appears, that. Gideon was of a goodly .presence; carrying 
greatness and majesty in his aspect: and that kings took 
care in those days to match only with graceful persons ; 
by whom they might hope to have children like to them- 
selves. 

Ver. 19. And he said, They were.my brethren, even Xhe 
sons of my mother.] Though, perhaps, not by the same 
father. 

As the Lord liveth, if ye had spared them alive.] As 
generous men arc wont to do comely and graceful persons ; 
who look like men of quality, as we now speak. 

I would not slay you.] For. not being of the race of Ca- 
naan/he was not bound by. the law to cut them off. 

Ver. 20. And he said unto Jether his first-born, Up, and 
slay them.] It was not unusual for great persons to do exe- 
cution upon offenders in ancient times ; no more than it.un- 
becamc them to sentence them to death : and therefore they 
had not, as now, such as the Romans called carnifices, pub- 
lic executioners; but Saul bade such as waited on him,kill 
the priests; and Doeg, one of his great officers, did ;it, 
(] Sam. xxii. 17, 18.) And Samuel himself is said to have 
hewed Agag to pieces in Gilgal ; and Benaiah, the general 
of the army, to have fallen upon Joab at the horns of the 
altar. Accordingly Gideon would have had his son do this 
execution, that he might be early animated against the ene- 
mies of Israel; as Hannibal is reported, when he was a 
boy, to have been incensed against the Romans. 

But the youth drew not his sword; for he feared, because 
he was yet a youth.] They were men, it is likely, of great 
stature, and of a fierce and stern countenance, who (as ap- 
pears by the story) feared not death ; which made. the youth 
afraid even to look upon them. 

Ver. 21. Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, Arise thou, 
andfallupon us: for as the man iSj so is his strength.] They 
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thought it more honourable to die by the hand of Gideon, 
who was a man of as great strength as dignity; and would 
sooner dispatch them, than a stripling could do. 

And Gideon arose, and slew Zebah and Zalmunna, and 
took away the ornaments that were about their camels' netks.} 
As well as all the ornaments which they wore themselves. 
The word saharonim is found no where but here, and ver. 
26. and in Isaiah iii. 18. where we translate it round tires 
like the moon. So our margin also in this place, ornaments 
like the moon; following the LXX. who translate it/njvt'<x- 
kovc, little moons. So ancient was this custom of wearing 
ornaments of this figure; which was spread afterward over 
many nations. Huetius thinks it came originally from the 
Phoenicians, who were the worshippers of Astarte, i. e. the 
moon; and went from them to the Arabians, who were very 
anciently devoted to the moon, who propagated it to tho 
Turks; and the Brachmans also are wont to adorn their 
heads in the same figure ; as he observes in his Demonstr. 
Evangel, propos. iv. p. 197. 

- Ver. 22. Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule 
thou over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also.} 
They would have made his dominion over them hereditary. 

For thou hast delivered us from the hand of Midian.} 
They pretended to make this offer out of gratitude to him ; 
but, in truth, they were disposed now (as their posterity 
were afterward) to throw off the Divine government; being 
desirous to set a king over themselves, like the rest of the 
nations round about them. And now they thought was a 
fit opportunity; when such an extraordinary judge was 
raised up, as had done wonders beyond all his predeces- 
sors; and might, they thought, be ambitious enough to 
establish the supreme authority in his family. 

Ver. 23. But Gideon said, I will not rule over you, nei- 
ther shall my son rule over you.} He absolutely rejected 
their offer ; because he looked upon God as their king, who 
appointed what deputy he pleased to rule them: and there- 
fore he accounted this to be an attempt to alter the govern- 
ment of God without asking his consent. 

The Lord shall rule over you.} As he hath done hitherto. 
This shews that these two could not consist together; a 
successive dominion of kings and such governors as they 
now had by the Divine appointment. Such a one was Gi- 
deon, raised up by God when they needed a deliverer ; and 
therefore he durst not accept of the authority they offered 
him, because it was a thing sacred, and proper only to the 
Divine Majesty to order who should govern : whence it is 
that the judgment which was administered among that peo- 
ple was called God's judgment, Deut. i. 17. and Solomon 
is said to sit upon the throne of the Lord, 1 Chron. xxix. 
23. and the kingdom of his posterity is called the kingdom 
of the Jjyrd, 2 Chron. xiii. 8. because, before kings w r ere 
settled in Israel, the Lc>rd was their king ; from whom the 
government was derived to the house of David by a special 
act of God. 

Ver. 24. And Gideon said unto them, I would desire a 
request of you.} Which he thought, after such a great offer 
from them, they would not deny him. 

That ye would give me every man the ear-rings of his 
prey } He doth not ask all the ear-rings they had got ; but 
from every man one, or as many as he pleased. 
, For they had golden ear-rings, because they, were Ish- 
niaelites.} The Chaldee paraphrast well expresses it, be- 



cause they were Arabians, who are called the children of the 
east', (vi. 3.) and generally wore such ornaments, as I ob- 
served upon Exod. xxxii. 2. Ishmaelites, also, and Midi- 
anites, were so near neighbours, and so mixed together, that 
the Scripture speaks of them as one people. (See upon 
Gen.xxxvii.28.) 

Ver. 25. And they answered, We will willingly give them. 
And they spread a garment, and did cast therein every man 
the ear-rings of his prey.} They made no difficulty to grant 
his request; but, as M r e speak, no sooner said than done. 

Ver. 2G. And the weight of the golden ear-rings that he 
requested was a thousand and seven hundred shekels of gold.} 
It is easy to compute what this makes of our money, by 
considering the value of a shekel, and the proportion that 
silver holds to gold. Of which see the very learned trea- 
tise of the Bishop of Peterborough, concerning Scripture 
Weights and Measures, chap. 4. 

Besides ornaments.} Of which see above, ver. 21. 

And the collars.} The Hebrew word hanetiphoth is thought 
to signify little pots of precious ointments. For neteph sig- 
nifies a drop, or a tear; the most precious of which is bal- 
sam. Among, the spoils of Darius (as Arius Montanus ob- 
serves) historians mention boxes of ointments set with pre- 
cious stones, and curiously wrought with elegant art. 

And purple raiment that was on the kings of Midian.} 
Who were distinguished from other men, as kings are now, 
by robes peculiar to them. 

And beside the chains that were upon their camels' necks.} 
All these, I take it, fell to Gideon's share, by the custom 
of war, without asking. For it was the ancient manner, as 
Grotius observes, to give the commander-in-chief the best 
of the spoils they had taken. 

Ver. 27. And Gideon made an ephod thereof.} He would 
not have them think that he requested the ear-rings for his 
own private gain ; but to employ them religiously in the 
service of God, by making a monument of his victory, as 
obtained solely by the miraculous mercy of God, for the 
restoring of his true religion among them. It is commonly 
said, that so much gold could not be laid out upon an 
ephod; and therefore some take this for a short expression, 
to signify the breast-plate, with the urim and thummim; 
that he (being now supreme governor) might consult God 
at his own house, in such difficulties as might occur: and 
they think it probable that he made also a private taber- 
nacle with cherubims : for how else could he employ such 
a quantity of gold? An ephod being only fine linen em- 
broidered with it, &c. which would not cost much. (See 
•Exod. xxviii. 6.) Theodoret and St. Austin seem to incline 
to this opinion ; for which I refer the reader to our Dr. 
Spencer, in his most learned work De Leg. et Hit. Hebr. 
p. 881. But I do not see how Gideon can be excused from 
apostacy from God, if he set up an oracle in his own house ; 
nor was there any need of it, Shiloh being not far from him, 
in the tribe of Ephraim, which adjoined to this of Manas- 
seh. Therefore I take this ephod to have been only a mo- 
nument of his victory, and of God's great mercy, which 
conquerors were wont to erect : but he would not follow 
the common custom in erecting a pillar, and hanging up 
trophies, or any thing of that nature ; but chose to make an 
ephod, as a token that he ascribed his victory only to God, 
and triumphed in nothing, but only in'the restoration of the 
true religion by his means. As for the gold that was Jaid 
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"out upon it, the reader may observe, that it is said he made 
an ephod thereof; that is, out of this offering ; but not that 
it was all spent in this". • 

And put it in his city, even in Ophrah.] This is to be well 
noted ; because I think it shews that Gideon did not make 
this that he might have resort to God thereby on all occa- 
sions at home; for he went and dwelt at another place, 
(ver. 29.) It was kept here therefore as a monument of 
God's appearing to him, and of the sacrifice the angel here 
offered, and of all the wonders that followed, by the power 
of God who dwelt in the sanctuary. There are those who 
think, that because God bade Gideon build an altar, and 
offer his father^ second bullock in Ophrah, (vi. 26.) he 
thence concluded, he might take upon him to have priestly 
garments made, and the high-priest came to minister at 
Ophrah upon extraordinary occasions. But he understood 
religion better than to make such conclusions, unless he 
had received a Divine command for this, as he did for the 
building of an altar. 

And all Israel went thither a whoring after it.] This, I 
suppose, was after his death, when the people began to re- 
turn to idolatry; and had this fancy, among others, that 
God would answer them here where this ephod was, as 
well as at his tabernacle in Shiloh, where he dwelt. 

Which thing became a snare unto Gideon, and his house.'] 
Occasioned the ruin of him and of his family. For though 
they perished after his death, yet he may be said to have 
suffered with them, because his name and memory, which 
is preserved in men's posterity, was in a manner extinct in 
Israel. 

Ver. 28. Thus wasMidian subdued before the children of 
Israel, so that they lifted up their heads no more.] To op- 
press the Israelites ; or, perhaps, to disturb any of their 
neighbours. 

And the country was in quietness forty years in the days 
of Gideon.] The country was in quiet in the fortieth year 
after the former rest restored to it by Deborah and Barak, 
as our primate Usher understands it, in his Annals ad A.'M. 
2759. and in his Chronologia Sacra, par. i. cap. 13. where, 
in more words, he thus interprets it: In the fortieth year 
after the rest restored by Deborah and Barak, the land be- 
gan to rest again in the days of Gideon, after he had subdued 
the Midianites, ivho had oppressed them seven years. But the 
plainest account is, that after seven years' oppression by 
the Midianites, the country was in peace forty years in the 
days of Gideon, who was their deliverer; and died, as we 
read ver. 32. in a good old age. 

Ver. 29. And Jerubbaal the son ofJoash ivent and dwelt 
in his ozvn house.] Having refused to be a king, and dis- 
missed his army, he went from Ophrah (as I understand it), 
and lived not so publicly as he had done, but in a private 
house of his own in the country. 

Ver. 30. And Gideon had threescore and ten sons, of his 
body begotten.] These last words are added to shew, that they 
were none of them adopted sons. 

For he had many wives.] According to the manner of 
those times. And this is said to lessen the wonder of hav- 
ing so many children; many women bringing two or three 
at a birth, and one woman having had above twenty chil- 
dren by one man. 

V$r. 31. And his concubine.] The difference between a 
wife and a concubine hath been often noted. Their wives 
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administered the affairs of the family, the concubines med- 
dled not with them ; but, as the word signifies, were only 
admitted to their beds : and their children did not inherit, 
though they were married to them ; for they were not har- 
lots, but a secondary sort of wives. 

That was in Shechem.] A famous cify in the tribe of 
Ephraim, adjoining to that of Manasseh ; where; going fre- 
quently to judge the people, he took a wife of this sort, who 
lived constantly with her father in this city, and not in Gi- 
deon's family. 

She also bare him a son.] Beside the seventy beforemen- 
tioned, as Josephus understands it. 

Whose name was Abimelech.] His name is here set down 
when nothing is said of the names of the rest, because the 
following story depends upon it. And perhaps his mother 
gave him this name (signifying my father a king) out of 
pride and arrogance, that she might be looked upon as the 
wife of one who was thought to deserve a kingdom, though 
he did not accept it: which afterward, it is likely, in- 1 
flamed the mind of this son to affect the royal dignity. 

Ver. 32. And Gideon the son ofJoash died in a good old 
age.] This is a phrase often used in Scripture, to signify 
that such persons lived long and in great prosperity and 
happiness. • ' 

And was buried ] in the sepulchre ofJoash his father, in 
Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites.] Which was accounted a great 
blessing in those days. 

Ver. 33. And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead; 
that the children of Israel turned again.] He preserved 
them,' it seems, in the true religion while he lived ; butthey : 
had no great affection to it, it appears, by their revolting 
from it as soon as he was dead. 

And went a whoring after Baalim.] This seems to have* 
been a general name of all the gods which they worshipped/ 
particularly of demons, which were all called Baalim from 
the first demon, or deified king in the world, Belus or Baal,' 
as Mr. Mede thinks, book iii. p. 777. 

And made Baal-berith their god.] They worshipped a 
new god, which was not known to them before, nor ever 
mentioned but here and in the next chapter : who was re- 
puted, as some think, the god that punished those who 
broke their covenants and contracts; or, as others, was so 
called because his servants covenanted to maintain his" 
worship and service. But Bochartus, by a more probable' 
conjecture, interprets it Baal of Berith, i. e. of Berytus. 
That Baal which was worshipped in that famous city whicK 
had its name from Beroe, the daughter of Venus and Ado- 
nis, who was there worshipped, as Nonnus tells us. This 
he takes to be the Baal here mentioned ; for Baal is of the 
feminine gender as well as of the masculine, as appears 
from St. Paul, Rom. xi. 4. and many places of the LXX. 
which Bochartus mentions, lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 17. 

Ver. 34. And the children of Israel remembered not the 
Lord their God, who had delivered them out of the hands of 
all their enemies on every side.] Out of the hand of the king 
of Mesopotamia, and then of the Moabitcs, and after that 
of the Canaanites, and now lately of the Midianites and 
the children of the east. 

Ver. 35. Neither shewed they kindness to the house of Je- 
rubbaal, namely Gideon.] No wonder they were so un- 
grateful to his family when they were so forgetful of God : 
the fear of whom is the foundation of all virtue. 
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According to all the goodness which he had shewn unto 
Israel'] In hazarding his life freely, and working for them 
a glorious deliverance; and in leaving them in their liberty, 
by refusing the despotic power which they offered to put 
into his hands; and in governing them so prudently many 
years, that he left them in peace, and in tho possession of 
God's true religion, when he died. 



CHAR IX. 

Ver. 1. -CM.ND Abimelech the son ofJerttbbaal went.] From 
his father's house, where it is likely he was educated. 

Unto Shechem.] The place of his nativity. 
. Unto his mother's brethren.] Though the word brethren 
has many times .a large signification, yet it is reasonable 
here to understand it properly, of his uncles by the mother's 
side ; for his other near kindred are mentioned in the words 
following. 

And communed with them, and with all the family of the 
house of his mother's father, saying.] Discoursed with them, 
and with all the rest of his cousins, and his near kinsmen, 
descended from his grandfather. 

Ver. 2. Speak, I pray yon, in the* ears of all the men of 
Shechem.] By the men of this city are to be understood, 
the chief persons of authority in it, as in the foregoing 
chapter the men ofSuccoth signify the princes and elders of 
that place. 

Whether is better for you, either that all the $071$ of Je Tt 
rubbaal (which are threescore and ten persons) reign, over 
you, or that one reign over you.] He wickedly supposed 
that the sons of Jerubbaal were ambitious of the kingdom 
^yhich their father Tefuscd; and therefore prays them to 
consider, what horrible divisions and confusion it would 
make, if so many were permitted to pretend to the govern- 
ment; and how much better it would be to choose one. of 
them from among the rest; pointing then (in the next words) 
to himself. He uses the argument of Homer, mentioned 
by Aristotle, ovx* ayaSbv TroXvKoipaviri, &c. It is better to be 
subject to the rule of one man than of many. 

Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.] 
Since there must be a king, he represents himself, as the 
most desirable to them of all other single persons, he being 
of the same tribe, and their fellow-citizen. 

Ver. 3. And his mother's brethren spake of him in the ears 
of the men of Shechem, all these words.] They were ready 
enough to promote his design, hoping for preferment under 
him. But neither he nor they considered, that it-did not 
belong to them to set a judge oyer the people, much less a 
king, which was to shake off the government of God. 

And their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech, for they 
said, He is our brother.] This consideration of their interest 
in him, prevailed with them against the clearest reason. 
For if it had been in any person's power to appoint a king, 
but God alone, the men of Shechem had it not in them, 
but all the men of Israel ought to have been consulted. 

Ver. 4. And they gave' Mm threescore and ten pieces of 
silver out of the house of Baal-berith.] Out of the public 
treasury, which was in this temple. It is uncertain what 
is meant by pieces of silver; but, in all probability, more 
than shekels; for they would have been but a small present 
to make a man a prince. Therefore the Vulgar translates it 



so many pound weight of silver, which learned men ap- 
prove of, particularly Stanislaus Grcpsius, in his book de 
Siclo ct Talcnto. For seventy Eckels 'vvcre too little for 
his occasions; and so many talents too much for them to 
give. And thus Joscphus interprets Gen. xxxvii. 28. 
where it is said> Joseph was sold to tho Ishmaelites for 
twenty pieces of silyer; that is, for so many pound weight 
of it. 

Wlierewith Abimelech hiredvain and light persons.] Tho 
Hebrew word re/dm, which we translate vain, signifies 
empty; that is, poor £nd needy persons: and] the other 
word; pochazim, idle, vagabond fellows, that could settle 
to no business, but wandered about the country; who being 
commonly men of loose lives, were fittest for his purpose. 
Therefore Kimchi understands by them light-headed per- 
sons (as 'we speak), who have no settled principles, but arc 
disposed to do any thing, though never so wicked. Such 
Zephaniah saith the prpphets in his timo were, (iii.4.) light 
and treacherous. 

Which fallowed him.] As a constant guard to him. 

Ver. 5. And he went into his father's house at Ophrah.] 
With this wicked crew to attend him; who, I suppose, 
beset the house, that none might escape out of it. I sup- 
posed that he had a house in the country,- viii. 29. for I 
could not see with what propriety he could be said to go 
and dwell in his house at Ophrah, in which he had always 
lived. But this was the house of the family, where all his 
children lived. 

And slew his brethren the sons of Jerubbaal, being three* 
score and ten persons.] All of them except Jothain. . Thus 
Romulus slew his brother Remus; as Tally observes, (lib. 
iii. de Officiis) " Specie quadam utilitatis/' under the spe- 
cious pretence of the public good; that the kingdom would 
be governed more happily by one, than by two persons. 

Upon one stone.] Some understand this, as if he intended 
to make them a great victim to Baal; for a stonewas 
sometimes used foT an altar, 1 Sam. vi. 14, 15. And so 
they take this to have been done in revenge of the sacrifice 
of the bullock prepared for Baal upon the rock, (vi. 25, 
26.) which crime of Gideon, as these idolaters accounted 
it, they designed to expiate by the sacrifice of all his sons 
that they could lay hold on. For that the men of Shechem 
joined in this impious slaughter, is manifest from ver. 18. 
and 24. of this chapter. 

NotwitJtstanding, yet Jotham, the youngest son of Jerub- 
baal, was left; for he hid himself] Either he had some 
notice of their intention, and saved himself by flight, 
or, when they came to seize them, got into some secret 
place in the house, where they could not find him; or, by 
some that pitied his youth, he was preserved from falling 
into their hands. So the LXX. and the Vulgar translate 
it, He was hid. 

Ver. 6. And all the men of Shechem gathered themselves 
together, and all the house ofMillo.] None seem to have 
understood these words better than Corn. Bertram, in his 
little book de Rcpubl. Jud. cap. 9. where by col-baale She- 
chem he understands all the principal men or lords of that 
city; principes civitatis, the princes of the city, by whom it 
was governed: and by col-beth Millo, all the citizens, who 
in a full assembly (for Millo signifies fulness) agreed upon 
what follows: and so we read in the next charjtcr, (x. 18.) 
that the people and princes of Gilead consulted together, 
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who should fight for them; that is, all the citizens met to- 
gether, with their elders, (as these princes are called, xi. 5.) 
to advise about this matter: for when the Canaanites, and 
other people, ruled over the Israelites and oppressed them, 
they contented themselves with setting such a power over 
them, as should make them pay what tribute they im- 
posed, and other taxes; but left them to their own govern- 
ment and laws, as appears from viii. 14. where we read of 
the elders ofSuccoth in the time of the Midianites. . 

And ivent.] To the place where they were wont to meet 
for public business. 

And made Abimelech king.] Voted him their king, in full 
senate. * < 

In the plain of the pillar that was in Shechem.] Or the 
oaifc. (as St. Jerome commonly translates this wofd elon), 
where Joshua set up a pillar, as a token of the covenant 
between God and them, Josh, xxiv.26. That is, in a very 
remarkable place, as the manner was to. do such things: 
but here, I. suppose, they proclaimed him king, after they 
had chosen him in the common hall of the city: and some 
think they intended hereby to declare, that they would not 
forsake the worship of God, to which they w r ere engaged, 
but only to join the worship of Baal with him : but see what 
I have noted of this pillar, Deut. xxvii.13. And after all it 
must be confessed, that the Hebrew word mutzab doth not 
certainly signify a pillar; for I cannot find it so used in any 
other place of Scripture:, and therefore St. Jerome trans- 
lates this passage thus, By the oak which stood in Shechem, 
and the LXX. lv j3aXavy rrjc tiratnwQ, which seems to sig- 
nify as if it was the place w f here. they had their stations, or 
solemn assemblies. See Mr. Mede's Discourse xviii. 

Ver. 7. And when they told it JothamC] Who had some 
friends among them, that took care to inform him of what 
passed : but it is an amazing thing, that in all Israel there 
should none be found to revenge the murder of this noble 
family: of which no account can be given, but that, with 
the sense of God and religion, they had lost all goodness 
and virtue. (See viii. 34, 35.) 

He went.] From the place where he lay hid; 

And stood on the top of Mount Gerizim.] Which over- 
looked the city of Shechem. (See Deut. xxvii. 12/13;) 

And lifted up his voice and cried, ahd said unto them:'] 
This was not on the same day that Abimelech was inaugu- 
rated, but some time after ; when he, it is probable, was ab- 
sent, and all the people met (as Josephus saith) at a pub- 
lic festival; which was a fair opportunity for him to de- 
clare his mind to them. 

Hearken unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may 
hearken unto you.] It is a form of adjuration, whereby ho 
not only intreats, but obliges them to be as attentive to 
him, as they desired God would be to their requests. 

Ver. 8. The trees went forth on a time.] By this it ap- 
pears, that such fictions as these, wherein the most serious 
truths an? represented, were in use among the Jews (as 
they are still in the eastern countries) long beforfe the time 
of iEsop, or any other author that we know of. And they 
made choice of them for two reasons ; because men would 
suffer themselves to be reprehended this way, when they 
would not endure plain words ; and they heard them also 
with delight and pleasure, and more easily remembered 
them than a rational discourse. So A.Gellius observes of 
iEsop's Fables, that they slid into the mind and affections 
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of men, turn audiendi quadam illecebra, with a certain en- 
ticement to hear them, (lib. ii. cap. 29.) 

To anoiut a king over them.] TPhis was two hundred years 
(as Mr. Selden observes in his Titles of Honour) before 
the first kings of Israel (Saul and David) were anointed. 
Which shews the great antiquity of this custom; and that 
it was the same to anoint a person, and to declare him king. 

And they said unto the olive-tree, Reign thou over vs.] 
By this they would easily apprehend he meant his father 
Gideon; to whom all the Israelites had offered the king- 
dom, when he was in a most flourishing condition, and had 
newly triumphed over their enemies. 

Ver. 9. But the olive-tree said unto them.] In this reply- 
he represents his refusal of the offer, and the reason of it. 

Shall I leave my fatness, wherewith by me tJtey honour 
God and man.] He makes the trees speak after the manner 
of men; who, when they are in a plentiful condition, arid 
live at ease, are not willing to take upon themselves a great 
deal of care and trouble, especially when they think them- 
selves to have honour enough already; as Gideon had, in 
being such a glorious conqueror over mighty enemies; 
God and man are said to be honoured by oil, because it 
was offered in sacrifice to God, and fed the lamps of his 
house ; and priests were wont to be anointed with it among 
men. (See Lev. ii. 1. 4. Numb* xv. 4. 6, &c.) 

And go to be promoted among the trees?] This is a most 
lively representation of the duty of a good man ; who, for 
the public good, denies his own quiet and tranquillity. For 
the Hebrew word we translate promote, signifies (as is 
noted in the margin) action and agitation to and fro ;' shew- 
ing how a man must bestir himself who executes the kingly 
office ; and what solicitude and continual carefulness is 
the concomitant of authority, when it is duly adiriinistered. : 

Ver. 10; Arid the trees said unto the fig-tree, Come thou 
and reign over us.] He intends to represent the same mind 
to bo in all Gideon's sons that was in their father: for as 
Gideon refused the kingdom himself, so he did for his pos- 
terity, saying, I will not rule over you, neither shall my sou, 
or my son's son (i. e. any of mine) rule over you, (viii. 23.) 
Therefore Abimelech had most vilely slandered them in 
suggesting that they affected a regal power over the people. 

Ver. 11. But the fig-tree said unto them, Shall I forsake 
my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to be promoted over* 
the trees?] No fruit is more luscious than a fig, which' 
makes this an apt representation of the sweet content, or 
rather full pleasure, that may be enjoyed in a private life, 
which it would be folly to exchange for the troubles and 
cares which men meet withal in the managery of public af- 
fairs, if they be not drawn to it purely out of love to tho 
public good.* 

Ver. 12. Then said the trees unto the vine, Come thou and 
reign over us.] All these are noble trees, setting forth the 
same thing, that better men than Abimelech had refused 
that of which he was ambitious. ' . 

Ver. 13. And the vine said unto them, Shall I leave my 
wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to be promoted " 
over the trees ?J The same thing is repeated for the fuller il- 
lustration of the thing intended, according to the manner 
of all such ways of speech : for A. Gellius, in the place be- 
forenamed, makes the birds among the corn, when it was to 
be reaped, say the same thing more than onco to their dam 
before she bade them be gone. As for wine cheering God 
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and man, it is a form of speech imitated by the heathen, 
particularly by Virgil, lib. ii. Georg. ver. 101. where speak- 
ing of noble vines, or wine, he saith, they were " Mensis ct 
Diis accepta sccundis." For wine, as the Hebrew doctors 
note, was not only used in their sacrifices, as it was also 
among the heathen; but Jarchi saith, Till the drink-offer- 
ing was poured out, they did not begin the hymn that was 
then sung to God. (See upon Numb. xv. 5.) 

Ver. 14. Then said all the trees unto the bramble, &c] 
The meanest of all trees, good for nothing but to be burnt, 
aptly representing Abimelech, from whom they could re- 
ceive no benefit, but much trouble and vexation from his 
ambitious cruelty. 

Ver. 15. And the bramble said unto them, If in truth ye 
anoint me king over you.] This well sets forth Abimclech's 
distrust of the sincerity of the Shcchemites; for which he 
had great reason, having no title to the kingdom but the 
great achievements of his father, and he the basest of all 
his sons. 

Then come and put your trust in my shadow,'] . Be assured 
of my protection, if you live quietly under my government. 
This represents how ridiculous Abimelech was, in ima- 
gining that he should be able to maintain the authority of 
a king; for a bramble doth not spread itself so as to afford 
any shelter or shadow, it being a kind, of a thorn, which the. 
Hebrews call atad. From whence, as Avenarius observes, 
came tho word aphris among the Greeks, and in Dioscori- 
des the word aradifi. And from hence he thinks was de- 
rived the word ovjdw, and ovragw, which signify to wound, 
as a thorn doth when it pricks. 

And if not, let fire come out of the bramble.] It is a wood 
that easily catches fire, as Forstcrus observes out of Jo-. 
sephus, lib. v. Antiq. cap. 11. 

And devour the cedars of Lebanon.] This represents the 
vengeance Abimelech would take of the greatest of them, if 
they proved unfaithful to him. 

Ver. 16. Now therefore.] Here follows Jotham's appli- 
cation of this apologue, as the Greeks call it, unto his 
purpose 

. Jfy e h ave done truly and sincerely in that ye have made 
Abimelech kiiig.] If his preferment was a righteous act. 

And if ye have dealt well ivith Jerubbaal and his house, 
and have done nn to him according to the deserving of his 
liand.] And if they had requited Gideon and his family ac- 
cording to his merits, which were exceeding great. 

Ver. 17. For my father fought for you, and adventured 
his life far.] Put it in great hazard. 

. And delivered you out of the hand of Midian.] When 
they were sorely oppressed by them; and could not help 
themselves. 

: Ver. 18. And ye are risen up against my father's houie this 
day.] This shews the men of Shecliem consented to the 
murder, and assisted Abimelech in it. 

And have slain his sons, threescore and ten jyersons.] For 
they intended the slaughter of Jotham, as much as of the 
rest, if he could have been found. 

. Upon one stone, and have made Abimelech, the son of his 
maidservant.] For concubines were often put' to do the 
work of the house 

1 King over the men of Shechem.] Who could not pretend 
to make him king over all Israel: no, nor.over the whole 
tribe of Ephraim, but only of their city and territory. 



Because he is your brother.] Without any title to it, but 
bocausc he was a native of their city. 

Ver. 19. If you have done truly and sincerely.] Like ho- 
nest and upright men. 

With Jerubbaal and his house this day, then rejoice ye in 
Abimelech, and let him rejoice in you.] He wishes they may 
be happy in one another. 

Ver. 20. But if not, let fire come from Abimelech, andde- 
vourjhe men of Shechem, and the house ofMillo.] This is 
not a prediction, but an execration or curse, as appears 
from the opposition to the foregoing wish, and from ver. 
57. where it is called JothamV curse. Which was not 
causeless, but like that of Joshua's, (Josh. vi. 26.) which 
was fulfilled, as this was. Not by fire, properly so called, 
breaking forth from Abimelech, but by his rage and furious 
revenge, which is fitly compared to fire, in allusion to 
w T hat is said of the bramble, (ver. 15.) 
• And let fire come out from the men of Shechem, and from 
tlie house ofMillo, and devour Abimelech.] He wishes they 
may mutually destroy each other, which came to pass by 
the righteous judgment of God, who hears the cries of the 
oppressed. 

. Ver. 21. And Jotham ran away, and fled.] As he might 
easily do, I have shewn upon Deut. xxvii. 13. The first 
word signifies, he made what haste he could away, as soon 
as he had done speaking; and the second, that he stopped 
not till he had got to a place of safety. 

• And went to Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimelech 
his brother.] It is not certain where this place was, whe- 
ther in the land of Israel, or out of it. It is probable, that 
it was in the tribe of Judah, about eight miles from Eleu- 
thcropolis, as both Euscbius and St. Jerome affirm. 

.Ver. 22. When Abimelech had reigned three years over 
Israel.] It is not said, over all Israel, w r ho, it cannot bo 
thought, would submit to the ambitious tyranny of so cruel 
a man as Abimelech was. And if Beer was in the tribe of 
Judah, we may be sure they did not own him for their king ; 
for then Jotham could not have dwelt in safety there. The 
meaning therefore is, that he called himself king of Israel, 
and reigned over a great part of them, who were so desirous 
of a king (it appears by their offer made to Gideon), that 
they were content with him, rather than have none at all. 
- Ver. 23. And God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech 
and the men of Shechem.] At the three years' end, I sup- 
pose, God ordered things so in his providence, that they 
grew jealous and distrustful one of another, and fell into 
dissensions and discords. 

And the men of Shechem dealt treacherously with Abime- 
lech.] Conspired against him. So true is the observation 
of Grotius upon these words, that nothing is more unstable 
than the popular breath which is won by ovil arts, and that 
men hate the wickedness which hath done them service. 

Ver. 24. That the cruelty done to the threescore and ten 
sorts of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be laid upon 
their brother Abimelech, which sleiv them.] By this means 
God intended to punish Abimelech for the cruel murder of 
his brethren, whose blood cried for vengeance on him. 

And upon the men of Shechem, which aided him in the 
killing of his brethren.] Aud to punish the men of She- 
chem, who enabled him to commit that wickedness, and 
helped him in it. 
. Ver. 25. And the men of Slicchem set Hers in wait for 
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him,t>n the top of the mountains.'] They were not yet broken 
out into open hostility against him; but there being a mis- 
understanding between them, Abimelech, I suppose, left 
the city in anger ; but they thought he would return again, 
and thereupon set men to lie secretly on the top of the moun- 
tains over which he was to pass, to seize his person. 

And tliey robbed all that came that way by them J]: That 
the report coming to Abimeleeh's ears (as Arius Montanus 
understands it) how insecure his subjects were who passed 
that road, he might make the more speed, as good kings 
are bound to do, to clear the way from those thieves which 
infested it, and thereby give them an opportunity to seize 
him. • . 

And it was told Abimelech.] What robberies were com- 
mitted, and, perhaps, that they lay in wait for him. 

Ver. 26. And Gael the son ofEbed.] We have no means 
to know who this Gael was, noT whence he came. . R. So- 
lomon thinks he was a gentile, and not one of the Jewish 
nation. 

Came with his brethren.'] He passed accidentally that 
way (as P. Martyr thinks) with his brethren and his attend- 
ants, about some business they had in that country: but 
the common opinion is, that he was a known enemy of Abi- 
meleeh's, who hearing the men of Shechem were at defiance 
with him, came to offer them his service against him. * , 

And the men of Shechem put their confidence in him."] 
That is, put themselves under his protection. 

Ver. 27. And they went out into the fields, and gathered 
their vineyards, and trod the grapes.] Their first action 
under this new commander, was to go out of their city into 
their vineyards, which were in the fields, and gather their 
grapes, and press them, which they durst not do before, 
though the vintage was ripe, for fear of Abimelech; who 
being told how things stood there, had raised forces.I sup- 
pose against them, but durst not now disturb them in their 
business, they being defended by Gael, j . '♦ . 

And made merry.] As they were wont to do in time of 
vintage, and now especially, when they were full of joy in 
hope to be rid ofAbimelech's tyranny. The LXX. of the 
Vatican edition retain the Hebrew word, and translate it 
they made 'EXXovWfi, whereby some understand songs, as 
others dances : both are expressed by the Vulgar, and other 
copies of the LXX. have xoqovq; for their merriment con- 
sisted very much in dances, with music and songs; which, 
as Max. Tyrius observes, were among the Greeks first 
used, and in honour of Bacchus, when they pressed out 
their grapes. (See Dr. Spencer, lib. iii. dissert, i. cap. 9.) 

And went into the house of their god.] It is most likely 
into the temple of Baal-berith ; there to offer their first- 
fruits, or such other sacrifices as were customary at that 
festival. ,' ... 

And did eat and drink.] Upon that part of the sacrifices 
which fell to the share of the people, who, perhaps, en- 
gaged in a covenant against Abimelech. 

And cursed Abimelech.] Some think they only scoffed at 
him with taunts and reproaches, as men used to do in their 
cups: but the LXX, translate it Kar^Qaaavro, which signi-r 
fics cursing, as we translate it; that is, they wished their 
god would confound him. And so we translate this word, 
Lev. xx. 9. Prov. xx. 20. A marvellous change, that they 
who lately gave him a great sum of money to* advance him 
to the throne, should, in that very house from whence they 



took it, reproach him with imprecations of the Divine ven- 
geance upon him. 

, Ver. 28. And Gael the son ofEbedsaid.] In the midst 
of this jollity, Gael (being elevated, I suppose, with wine) 
burst forth into this insulting language. 

Who is Abimelech.] That is, he is but the son of a maid- 
servant, (ver. 18.)' 

- And who is Shechem^] Some think he means the. city of 
Shechem is as noble as he is base : why, therefore, should 
they be subject to him ? but it seems, by what follows, 
to be rather the same thing repeated, Who, I say, is the 
Shechemite? , &.7< 

Tliat we should serve him?] Suffer him to rule over us, 
and use us as he pleases. i •."-.; * 

Is he not the son of Jerubbaal?] Who threw down the 
altar of that god whom you worship. 

And Zebul his officer.] Hath he not set one of his ser- 
vants over you to be your governor ? 
3 Serve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem.] If we must 
be servants, let us restore the dominion of the old lords 
of this city, and subject ourselves to those who are de- 
scended from the ancient stock of Hamor ; who was the 
father, as it were, of the Shechemites. ! . 

For why should we serve him ?] But what reason can be 
given for our subjection to this upstart y who is famed for 
nothing, but his ambition and cruelty to his own brethren ? 
this shews pretty plainly, that H. Solomon's opinion is 
true, that Gael was a* gentile ; who would have been glad 
to see the authority. of the Canaanites restored. For though 
he suggests it only as comparatively more desirable than 
Abimelech's rule over them, yet, it is likely, he thought 
they might as well receive their government, as they had 
done their religion. 

Ver. 29. And would to God this people were under my 
hand!] He wishes they would make him their king^ atleast 
their commander-in-chief: which it seems they had not yet 
resolved upon ; some being still for Abimelech, and others 
not trusting -to a stranger. • ■ » 

Tlien woidd I. remove Abimelech.] That he should trou- 
ble them no more ; but ffee the country, as he was driven 
out of their city. 

And he said to Abimelech, Increase thine army, and come 
out.] Some take this to be only a vapouring speech (as if 
Abimelech was present), when he knew he might boast and 
insult without danger, because he did not hear him; but it 
may as well be thought that he bid AbimeleCh's friends go 
and tell him what he said ; that he wished him to reinforce 
his army, and come out (of the intrenchments wherein per- 
haps he was) and give him battle: for he pretended to 
scorn to set upon him by surprise, but desired to decide 
the quarrel in open field. 

■ Ver. 30. And when Zebul, the ruler of the city, heard tte 
words of Gael the son ofEbed, his anger was kindled.] It is 
likely he had carried fair (as we speak) with Gael hitherto ; 
thinking it in vain to oppose a popular commotion, till their 
fury was a little calmed ; but he could not bear these inso- 
lent thrasonical words of Gael, which perhaps were not 
Spoken in his presence, but brought to him by some that 
heard them. 

Ver. 31. And he sent messengers unto Abimelech privily, 
saying.] He had some wit in his anger, and'did not openly 
declare his resentments; but gave secret intelligence to 
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Abimelech how matters stood, with his advice how. to pro- 
ceed against Gael. 

Behold, Gael the son ofEbed, and his brethren, become 
to Shechem.] Where, no doubt, he informed him what en- 
tertainment he had found, and in what reviling terms he 
had spoken of him. 

And, behold, he fortifieth the city against thee.] This was 
no sign that Gael desired, as ho boasted, to meet Abime- 
lech in a pitched battle ; but that he rather provided for his 
own defence, in case he should be assaulted. 

Ver. 32. Now therefore up by night, thou and the people 
that are with thee, and lie in wait in the fields.] His advice is, 
that, for fear of discovery, he should march with all his 
forces in the night, towards Shechem ; and lurk in the fields 
till morning light. 

Ver. 33. And it shall be, that An the morning, ds soon as 
tlt£ sun is up, thou shalt rise up early, and set upon the city.] 
Surprise them, before they were better provided. 

And,- behold, when he and the people that are with Mm 
come out against thee.] As Gael had boasted he would do. 

Tlien thou mayest do to them, as thou shalt find occasion.] 
He could give him no farther advice ; but that then he should 
dispose his forces to the best advantage against him. 

Ver. 34. And Abimelech rose up, and all the people that 
were with him by night, and they laid wait against She-* 
chem in four companies.'] He divided his army into four 
battalions (as they now speak), and disposed them in four 
places, as the Vulgar understands it; perhaps on the east, 
west, north, and south sides of the city. 

Ver. 35. And Gael the son ofEbed went but.] Of his house. 

And stood in the ehtering oftlie gate of the city.] To see, 
it is likely, if his soldiers were upon their guard. 

And Abimelech rose up, and the people that were with 
him, from lying in wait.] Out of their lurking-places, where 
they had lain undiscovered all night. 

Ver. 36. And when Gael saw the people, he said to Zebul.] 
Who, it seems, accompanied him, or, as governor of the 
city, was there to see every one do their duty. 

Behold^ there come people down from the top of the moun- 
tains.] Which were adjoining to the city, viz. Mount Geri- 
zim, and Mount Ebal. 

And Zebul said, Thou seest the shadow of the mountains 
as if they were men.] It being early iix the morning, the 
trees, and all things else, cast long shadows, which being 
moved by the breath of air, which commonly accompanies 
the sun-rising, Zebul persuaded him he took for men 
marching down from the top of the mountains. Some 
think he spake this ip mockery, that he was afraid of sha- 
dows ; but delivered it in such a serious tone, that Gael be- 
lieved he spake in earnest; by which it is plain that Ze- 
bul notably dissembled his resentments, and behaved him- 
self as if he was on Gael's side; who was strangely infa- 
tuated, to trust one that was servant to Abimelech, and 
placed by him as governor of the city, whose pretences of 
friendship were reasonably to be suspected. 

Ver. 37. And Gael spake again, and said, See.] Observe 
attentively. 

Tliere come down people by the middle of the land.] Now 
it was visible they were men ; for they were come down to 
the middle of the mountains; 

And another company come along by the plain ofMeo- 
nenim.] It is likely the other two companies of the four, into 



which his forces were divided, appeared in other plaees, 
the more to distract the thoughts of Gael: and it is pro- 
bable that Abimelech had seizeJ the ambush, which they 
had laid for him on the! top of the mountains, (vcf. 25.) 
that they could carry no tidings of his coming. We read 
of this place no whero else, and so I can givo no account 
bf it: but the Vulgat. takes elon to signify not the plain, 
but an oak; and translates these words, by the way tvhich 
looks towards the oak; which, in some copies of the LXX; 
are rendered, the oak of those that look towards, or that 
regard times, as we have it in the margin of our Bibles; as 
if it were like the oak at Dod&na, among the Greeks, where 
they made divinations. .* . i. 

Ver. 38* Then said Zebul unto him, Where is how thy 
mouth, wherewith' thou saidst,.WM is Abimelech, that we 
should serve him?] Now Zebul pulls off his mask, and puts 
him in mind of the brags which he made, (ver. 28.) i 

Is not this the people that thou hast despised?] But now, 
he supposes, was afraid to encounter. 

Go out, I pray thee, and fight with them.] He upbraids 
him- with cowardice, unless he now shewed himself a man 
with his sword, as the other day with his tongue, c 

Ver. 39. AndGael went out.] If may seem strange that 
ho did riot first leave Zebul dead upon the spot behind him: 
but he was afraid of him, he having, as appeared "after- 
ward, a strong party in the city; and it was dangerous to 
have two enemies to deal withal, one -without, and another 
within. /" \ "• v 

Before the men of Shechem, and fought with Abimelech.] 
As unprovided as he was he would not decline the fight, 
and was followed by the principal persons in Shechem. 

Ver. 40. And Abimelech chased him, and he fled before 
him.] Towards the city. 

And many were overthrown and tuounded.] Some were 
killed, and others wounded. .' 

Even unto the entering of the gate.] Where the rest, and 
Gael himself, got into the city, and there secured them- 
selves : so the Vulgar, for explication's sake, He pursued 
him and drove him into the city. 

Ver. 41. And Abimelech dwelt at Arumah.] It appears, 
by the next verse, this place was not far from Shechem ; 
whither Abimelech thought fit to retreat, and there watch 
for an opportunity to be revenged of the Shechemites. 

And Zebul thrust out Gael and his brethren, that they 
should not dwell in Shechem.] Because they were not able 
to defend it against Abimelech. Zebul had the stronger 
party on his side, otherwise he could not have expelled 
him ; but Gael had so many adherents, that they durst not 
put him to death, for his ill management, as no doubt they 
called it, in the late fight.- ; . . . ; 

Ver. 42. And it came to pass, on the morrow, that the 
people went out into the field.] Finding that Abimelech was 
retreated, as not strong enough, they imagined, to assault 
their city, they went about their business into the field; 
which, at that time of the year, after the vintage, was to 
plough and sow their lands, and dress their vines, and 
other trees : some will have it, that they went out to fight 
Abimelech again, which is not probable. 

And they told Abimelech.] He wanted not some to cany 
him intelligence of it. 

Ver. 43. And he took the people.] His forces, which lay 
in and about Arumah, 
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- And divided them into three companies.] One of which (the 
next verse informs us) he commanded himself, and com- 
mitted the other two to the conduct of their commanders. 

And laid watt in the field.] With that company which he 
commanded, whom he ordered to lie close, and not dis- 
cover themselves. - . \: i . 

And looked, and, behold, the people were come forth out 
of the city.] He set some to spy when the people were 
come out, and set about their business. 

And he rose up against them, and smote them.] His men 
came, on a sudden, out of their ambush, and killed many 
of them. 

Ver. 44. And Abimelech, and the company which was 
with him, rushed forward, and stood in the entering of the 
gate of the city.] Made all the haste they could to get be- 
tween them and home : and accordingly they posted them- 
selves at the entering of the gate of the city; whereby 
they hindered those in tho field from getting into it, and 
likewise those in the city from coming out to their relief: 
so that they were dispersed about the fields, where' the 
Other two companies picked them up, as it here follows. 

And the two companies ran upon all the people that were 
in the fields, and slew them.] Which was a great dishearten- 
ing, no doubt, to those in the city, to see so many of their 
fellow-citizens cut off. 

Ver. 45. And Abimelech fought against the city all that 
day.] Having destroyed so many of the citizens in the 
morning, he made his battery against the city itself, the 
rest of the day. 

And took it.} In the evening, I suppose, either by an as- 
sault, or by surrender. 

And slew the people that were therein."} It is not said 
what became of Zebul, who, it is likely, went over to him, 
and directed him in his attack upon the city ; leaving his own 
party, in whom he putno confidence, to perish with the rest. 

And he beat down the city.] Laid the houses and walls 
level with the ground. . 

And sowed it with salt.] Salt makes land barren, and 
therefore Ralbag refers this to the ground about it or in it; 
that was wont to be employed for sowing any. sort of grain, 
or planting vineyards, &c: for, as Pliny observes, "Omnis 
locus in quo reperitur sal, stcrilis est et nihil gignit,"(Iib. 
xxxi. cap. 7.) All places in which salt is found are barren, 
and bring forth nothing. Therefore Abimelech endea- 
voured to make this city a, perpetual desolation. (See Bo- 
chart.. Hierozoicon, p. 1. lib. iii. cap. 16.) But unless the 
soil had been salt of itself, his sowing salt there would not 
have made it barren; but would have soon recovered its 
fruitfulness : therefore all he intended was to shew his 
hatred of them, by wishing their city might lie waste, and 
be a perpetual desolation. 
' Ver. 46. And when all the men of the tower ofShechem 
heard that.] By these last words, it is plain this tower was 
not in the city, but at some distance from it: for otherwise, 
it would not have been said that they heard of the destruc- 
tion of Shcchcm, but that they saw it with their eyes ; yet 
it is likely, that this tower ofShechem was kept by a gar-, 
rison of the Shechemites. 

They entered into a hold of the house of the godBerith.] 
They durst not trust to the strength of the tower, but tobk 
sanctuary rather in a strong fortress of the temple of the 
god mentioned ver. 4. which was built, in all likelihood 



(according to the common custom of the wOrld), upon one 
of .the, mountains hard by, and had near it this fortified 
strong hold ; wherein they kept their treasure, (ver. 4.) It 
maybe compared to the Roman capitol, and to the temple 
of Jerusalem, in aftertimes ; which Josephus describes as 
an impregnable place. 

Ver. 47. And it was told Abimelech, that all tjie men of 
the tower of Shechem were gathered together.] In the fore* 
named fortress. . " . 

Ver. 48. And Abimelech got him up to Mount Zalmon, 
he and all the people that were xvith him.] Some think this 
to be the same mountain which the Psalmist mentions 
lxviii. 15. and take it to have been nea? to Shechem, which 
had many mountains: about it, (^er. 36.) 

And Abimelech took an axe in his hand, and cut down a 
bough from the trees] Which grew there in great abun-, 
dance, for Zalmon seems to have had its name from the 
shadiness of the place., ; ., . , .. T 

And took it and laid it on his shoulders, and said unto the 
people that tvere with him, What ye have seen me do y make 
haste and do as I have done.] He, in some measure, imi- 
tates his father's speech to his three hundred men, before 
he went to fight, (vii. 17.) 

Ver. 49. And the people likewise cut down every man his 
bough } and followed Abimelech, and put them to the hold/ 
and set the hold on fire upon them.] Which was done with 
such expedition (as he ordered in the foregoing verse), that 
they within had no time to provide against it* 

So that all the men of the tower of Shechem died also, 
about a thousand 7nen and women.] Who perished in the 
fire and smoke, as the Vulgar here adds : but the Hebrew 
and LXX. say nothing of smoke, but only of fire : yet, 
it is highly probable, that many were choked by the smoke, 
which was very great and smothering, the wood being 
green : here the prediction, or rather imprecation of Jo- 
tham, ver. 20. was exactly fulfilled. 

Ver. 50. Then went Abimelech unto Tliebez, and encamped 
against Thebez, and-took it.] This was a city, which, as 
Kimchi observes, had revolted from Abimelech; but it is 
uncertain whereabout it lay, though most think it in the 
territory near Shechem. 

Ver. 51. But there was a strong tower within the city, 
and thither fled all the men and women, and all they of the 
city.] It was a place so large, that it could contain not 
only all the men of the city and their wives, but their ser- 
vants also : who all betook themselves hither, as a place 
not easy to be taken, though the city could make little 
resistance/ 

And shut it to them.] Shut to the gate, and, I suppose, 
blocked it up so that it could not be opened., 
; And gat them up to the top of the toiver.] Which was flat, 
as their houses were, with battlements round about it: 
here the besieged thought fit to stand in great numbers, 
that they might do what they could to beat him off, if Abi- 
melech attempted to burn them, as he had done others in a 
neighbouring tower. 

Ver. 52. And Abimelech came unto the tower, and fought 
against it.] His rage was insatiable ; for, not content to 
have overthrown the Shechemitcs, and beat down their 
' city, and burnt their strong hold, and taken Thebez, he be- 
set their tower also ; where, if he had not perished, none 
can tell how far his revenge would have proceeded. 
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And went hard unto the door of the toiver to burn it with 
fire.] Being flushed with great success, tie was so bold and 
hardy as himself to make this dangerous attempt. 

Vcr. 53. And a certain woman cast a piece of a mill- 
stone.'] Which they had carried up among other stones and 
logs, and whatsoever they thought might offend the enemy: 
the Hebrew word rechab properly signifies the upper mill- 
stone, which moves (and, as it were, rides) upon the lower. 

Upon AbimelecKs head.] Being directed, no doubt, by a 
special providence of God, as the stone was out of the 
sling that killed Goliah, and the arrow wherewith Ahab 
was shot. : ' *» ' <*• 

And all to break his scull.'] Made such a fracture in it, 
that he concluded it to be mortal. Thus Plutarch relates 
that Pyrrhus, at the siege of Thebes, was killed by a wo- 
man, who threw a tile upon his head: but Abimelech's 
death by a stone is the more remarkable, because it carried" 
some stamp of his sin upon it ; for he slew all his brethren 
on one stone. * 

Ver. 54. Then he called hastily.] Fearing he should im- 
mediately expire. 

Unto the young man his armour-bearer, and said unto 
him, Draw thy sivord and slay me, that men say not of me, 
A woman slew him.] Though he knew she had given him 
his death's wound, yet he would have posterity think other- 
wise ; for he thought it dishonourable to die by the hand of 
a woman: a foolish piece of vain-glory, wherewith he con- 
cluded his life as he had led it; for she had given him a 
mortal blow. 

And his young man thrust Mm through, and he died.] 
Just when he imagined he was upon the point of conquer- 
ing all opposition to him. 

Ver. 55. And when the men of Israel.] That is, all that 
were in his army. . 

Saw that Abimelech was dead, they departed every man 
unto his place.] Disbanded themselves, having none to 
head them. , 

: Ver. 56. Titus God rendered the wickedness of Abimelech, 
which he did unto his father, in slaying his seventy brethren.] 
Which was as much as in him lay, to root out the memory 
of his father, unless it survived in himself, who took a 
course to make his name infamous. 

Vcr. 57. And all the evil of the men ofShechem did God 
render upon their heads, and upon them came the curse of 
Jotham the son of Jerubbaal.] These- two verses conclude > 
this story with a Divine admonition, That no man should 
think such things came to pass by chance, but God, the 
Judge of all, punished both Abimelech and the men of 
Shcchem according to their deserts, and made them the 
instruments of each other's destruction : and it is remark- 
able, that this punishment overtook them speedily, within 
less than four years after their crime was committed. 

It was not the business of this holy writer to tell us what 
became of Jotham, no more than what became of Gael and 
Zebul: but only to shew, that as men have done, so God 
requites them; with which he ends this part of his history. 



CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JjlND after Abimelech.] Who was not a judge, 
much less appointed by God, but an usurper, who took 



upon him to alter the Divine government, and made him- 
self a* king. 

There rose up.] It is not said Jiat God stirred him up, 
as he did the foregoing judges; but it is so understood, 
because God would not have saved Israel by one that took 
upon him this high office without his order: and, therefore, 
as Peter Martyr well observes, in the conclusion of the 
foregoing chapter, that as, after many good judges God had 
given them, he suffered the cruel tyrant Abimelech to inter- 
pose himself, that their virtues might shine more illustri- 
ously by his wickedness; so, after he was gone, God was 
pleased to raise up to them good judges again, who learnt 
moderation by the punishment of his vain ambition: and, 
in all likelihood, tho dreadful end of Abimelech and. his 
partakers, who made him king, affrighted the Israelites, 
from presuming to make another, of their own heads. 
* To defend Israel.] Or; to save, as it is in the margin : for 
this was the great offico-of a judge, to deliver the people 
from the oppression of their enemies: we do not find in-; 
deed from what enemies they were delivered by this judge; . 
but they may be said to save and deliver, who preserve 
meri'i.' liberties from being invaded, as well as they that 
vindicate and restore them when they are lost: and there- 
fore wo well translate it, To defend Israel. He may be 
thought also to have delivered them from those confusions 
and disorders they were in, by the disagreement between 
Abimelech and those that made him king: for both sides 
had, many partakers, which made great divisions, and dan-: 
gcrous combinations among the people ; but were all hap-: 
pily ended by the prudent management of this governor. 
Serrarius also adds, that he might be said to save or deli- , 
ver them, because he restored the purity of their religion, 
by abolishing the w r orship of idols: for we read, that after " 
the death of Gideon, " they went a whoring after Baalim, : 
and made Baal-berith their god," (viii. 33.) which they con- 
tinued in the reign of Abimelech; but were now brought 
back to the worship of the true God, and remained in it, 
in the days of this and the following judges; otherwise 
there would not have been occasion to say, (ver. 6.) that 
after the death of Jair, "the children of Israel did evil 
again in the sight of the Lord :" but how far this is true, . 
will appear upon ver. 8. * 

Tola the son ofPuah, the son of Dodo.] So the Chaldce : 
paraphrast understands the Word Dodo, to be the proper, 
name of his grandfather, as Puah was of his father: but- 
there are those that by Dodo understand his uncle, viz. Abi- 
melech forementioned : which seems to me unreasonable; 
for he was of another tribe, and his relation to such a man 
no good qualification, one would think, for this great trust. 

A man of Issachar.] A mean tribe; which did not hin- 
der his advancement by God to the highest dignity: and, 
by this expression, a man of Issachar, he seems to have 
been of no great family, in that tribe. 

And he dwelt in Shamir in Mount Ephraim.] After he 
was made a judge he settled in this place for the conveni-. 
ence of the people ; it being in the midst of the land. 

Ver. 2. And he judged Israel twenty and three years, and 
died, and was buried in Shamir.] There are no memorable 
acts of his recorded; for the principal intention of the holy 
writer of this book," was to shew what great calamities 
befel the Israelites when they forsook God s worship, and. 
how graciously he delivered them, in a marvellous manner, 
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when they returned to it: as I suppose they did, in the be- 
ginning of this man's government, and continued steadfast 
therein; so that they- were not infested by their enemies. 

Ver. 3. And offer him arose Jair, a Gileadite, and judged 
Israel twenty and two years.] This is the first judge 
that was raised up from among those that lived beyond 
Jordan. 

Ver. 4. And he had thirty sons that rode on thirty asses 9 
colts.'] For the noblest persons rode on these beasts, (see 
ver. -10.). and 'that not only in Judea, but in Arabia, and in 
other countries, even among the "Romans, as Bochartus 
hath at large observed in his Hierozoicon, p. 1. lib. ii. 
cap. 13. And jt is highly probable, that this is here men- 
tioned, because these persons were ordered by their father 
to ride circuit up and down the country, to minister justice 
according to the law; as Samuel did when he judged 
Israel, 1 Sam. vii. 16. For the courts of judicature ap- 
pointed by the law (Deut. xvi. 18.) were not yet settled ; 
nor, in all likelihood, settled in every city, till the days of 
Jehoshaphat, as Mr. Thorndike observes in his Rites of 
the Church, chap. 4. p. 226. 

And they had thirty cities.] Of which they were the go- 
vernors, as the Vulgar understands it. 

Which are called Havoth-Jair unto this day.'] This Jair, 
as our most learned primate of Ireland observes in his 
Annals, (ad A. M. 3504.) was of the posterity of that Jair 
who called the cities which he took in Argob by his own 
name Plavoth-Jair, the towns or villages of Jair, (Numb. 
xxxii. 41. Deut. iii. 14.) - After whose example, these 
thirty sons of this younger Jair, (who, to distinguish him 
from the elder, seems to be called Bedan, 1 Sam. xii. 11. 
1 Chron. vii. 17.) called these cities which they possessed 
by the very same name. 

Which are in the land of G Head.] In the same country, 
where the other cities anciently called by this name lay: 
from which, it is likely, they were distinguished by some 
such addition as this, the new Havoth-Jair. 

Ver. 5. And Jair died, and was buried in Camon.] Which, 
it was probable, was the place where he dwelt while he 
judged Israel. 

Ver. 6. And the children of Israel did evil again in the 
sight of the Lord.] Or, as the forenamed primate thinks it 
must be interpreted, had done evil again, &c. as was said 
viii. 33. and now is repeated, to shew the cause, why God 
delivered them up into the hands of their enemies: for he 
supposes this was before the death of Jair, as I shall note 
on ver. 8. 

And served Baalim and Ashtaroth.] As they had fre- 
quently done in former times, ii. 13. iii. 7, &c. 

And the gods of Syria.] They added to their former idol- 
atries the worship of new gods; particularly those ot\ 
Syria, which were, as Mr. Selden observes (in his Prole- 
gomena to his book de Diis Syris), beside Bel, or Baal, 
and Astarte, Dagon, Moloch, and Thammuz. 

And the gods ofZidon.] Their supreme gods were Baal 
and Ashtoreth, as the same great man observes, (in his 
ii. Syntagma de Diis Syris, cap. 2.) But it is likely they 
had more, such as Asaroth, Asarim, and Asarah; being 
the very same with Ashtoreth. 

And the gods ofMoab.] The principal of which was Che- 
mosh, (1 Kings xi. 7.) 

And the gods of the children of Amnion.] The chief of 
vol. u. 



which was Milcom, (1 Kings xi. 5.) where Ashtoreth is 
mentioned as the goddess of the Zidonians. 

And the 'gods of the Philistines.] They had more, it 
seems, beside Dagon; whose names are not mentioned in 
Scripture. 

And forsook the Lord, and served not him. y Their hearts 
were possessed with the love of so many gods^ that they 
quite forgot the Lord, and. did not worship hhn at all; 
' though they were wont formerly only to worship other gods 
together with him. This was such a strange apostacy, 
that one cannot but inquire into the reason of it, and (be- 
sides what I. have noted upon ii. 12.) one reason may pos- 
sibly have been, that the solemn reading'of the law to all 
the people, once in seven years, was neglected: for we do 
not read that it was publicly done from the time of Joshua 
to the reign of Jehoshaphat, which was above five hundred 
years : it doth not follow,indeed, that it was not ddne, be- { 
cause it is not recorded; but if • we. consider how prone' 
they were to return to idolatry, after the death of every- 
judge, and how soon after the death of-David (even in the 
reign of his son Solomon) it began to appear among them/ 
it may incline one -to think there -was not sufficient care 
taken about this matter. " *; » - 

Ver. 7. And the anger of the Lord was hot against Israel; 
and he sold them into the hands of the Philistines, and into 
the hands of the children of Amnion.] Two of those nations,' 
whose gods they chose to serve. 

Ver. 8. And that year they vexed and oppressed the chil- 
dren of Israel.] That is, the Ammonites vexed them in the 
east (as we are told in the conclusion of the verse), while 
the Philistines vexed them in the west : for their idolatry 
being strangely^ increased, so was their punishment, by the 
invasion of their enemies on both sides, as the foregoing 
verse tells us ; which is a preface to the following histories 
of their oppression by the Philistines and the Ammonites, 
both at the same time; but, to avoid confusion, he first 
relates the story of the Ammonites, who are at last named 
in the foregoing verses. . ~ 

Eighteen years.] Their invasion began in the same year, 
but they did not end at the same time, for the Ammonites 
domineered over them only eighteen years; but the Phi- 
listines forty, (xiii: 1.) I must not here omit the construc- 
tion which our primate Usher makes of these words, which 
run thus in the Hebrew, and he translates in this manner, 
They vexed and oppressed the children of Israel that year, 
(viz.) the eighteenth year. For the oppression, he thinks, 
began the fifth year of Jair, and continued till the twenty- 
second, which was his last. (See his Chronol. Sacra, p. 1. 
cap. 13.) But this is said only to solve a difficulty, which 
is, that if we suppose this oppression to have begun after 
the death of Jair, and to have lasted eighteen years (as our 
translation imports), it will be impossible to make the years 
of the government of the judges agree with what we read, 
1 Kings vi. 1. that Solomon began to build the temple 
at Jerusalem, in the four hundred and eightieth year after 
they came out of Egypt : but there is a more easy way of 
accounting for this difficulty, by supposing that several of 
the judges were contemporaries, as will be apparont in this 
very history; (see upon xi. 25.) and if we do not take these 
words eighteen years to signify the continuance of the Am- 
moriitish oppression, -it is no where mentioned anywhere 
else; as tho duration of all other oppressions is. 

2 A 
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All the children of Israel that were on the other side Jor- 
dan, in the land of the Amorites.] Which belonged to the 
Amorites, till Moses dispossessed them, (Numb, xxi.) and 
gave the land to the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, and half 
the tribe of Manassch. 

Which is in Gilead.] Tho principal part of which was 
Gilcad ; out of which Jair sprang, being of the tribe of Ma- 
nassch ; who, like a good man, used all his endeavours to 
purge the Israelites from idolatry; as Tola, I suppose, had 
done before: but they being, after the death of Gideon, 
fallen from God, and continuing in their idolatry all the 
reign of Abimelech, our forenamed primate supposes these 
judges were not able to reform them ; but they rather grew 
worse, as is related ver. 6. And therefore God permitted 
tho Ammonites and Philistines to begin to afflict them, as 
was said before in the fifth year of Jair ; but not so as to 
make them subject to their power: for Jair held the govern- 
ment eighteen ycaTs after they began their inroads, but then 
their vexations and oppressions grew intolerable, and they 
not only afflicted his own country Gilead, but endeavoured 
to make their brethren, on the other side Jordan, to feel 
the weight of their power, as it follows in the next verse. 
This is said very plausibly, but cannot be admitted with- 
out some violence to the natural sense of the beginning of 
the verso; and also to the course of this history, which 
doth not mention their departure from God, and these op- 
pressions of their enemies, on both sides, till after the death 
of Jair. 

Ver. 9. Moreover, the children of Ammon passed over 
Jordan to fight against Judah, and against Benjamin, and 
against the house of Ephraim.] Who were the tribes that 
lay next to Jordan. 

So that Israel was sore distressed.] For w T hile the Am- 
monites afflicted those countries in the eastern part of Ca- 
naan, the Philistines made ravages in the countries of Zc- 
bulun, and Ashcr, and the rest of the tribes that lay on the 
western coast: for so the LXX. explain those words in 
the foregoing verse, In that year, lv t<£ icaiptf lk$tvt#, in that 
same year, the Philistines in the west, and the Ammonites 
in the east, vexed and oppressed the children of Israel. 
, Ver. 10. And the children of Israel cried unto the Lord, 
saying, We have sinned against thee, both because we have 
forsaken our God, and also served Baalim.] All the rest of 
the gods mentioned ver. 6. are comprehended under the 
name of Baalim: which were so many and various, that 
they had quite drawn their affection from their own God; 
as they now sorrowfully acknowledge. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord said unto the children of Israel] 
By some prophet, I suppose. 

Bid not I deliver you from the Egyptians.] See Exod. xii. 

And from the Amorites.] Who would have hindered their 
passage to the land of Canaan, (Numb, xxi.) 

And from the children of Ammon.'] Who were confede- 
rate with the Moabites to oppress them, (Judg. iii. 13.) 

And from the Philistines ?] In the days of Shamgar, (iii. irft.) 
' Ver. 12. Tlie Zidonians also.] We never read of any in- 
vasion they made upon the Israelites; but only in general, 
that God left them, among other people, unsubdued, to 
prove the children of Israel, (iii. 3.) who took their Oppor- 
tunities, in all likelihood, to afflict them. 

And the Amalekites.] Who joined both with the Moab- 
ites and the Midianitcs to oppress them, (iii. 13. vi. 3.) 



And theMaonites did oppress you.] Maon is the name of 
a nation; tho plural of which, Meunim, occurs in many 
places, particularly in 2 Chron. xxvi. 6, 7. where they are 
called in Greek Mtvcuoc a people in Arabia, both in that 
which we call Felix, and in that called Descrta. Which 
latter was not far from the Moabites and tho Ammonites; 
with whom interpreters are apt to confound the Meunites, 
as if, by a transposition of letters, they were the same with 
the Ammonites: which hath misled us in our translation 
of those words, 2 Chron. xx. 1. And with them from, the 
Ammonites, which makes no sense; but if we read ivith 
them from Meunim (as it is in Greek Ik Mtvalw), all runs 
clearly, and makes perfect sense: and thus we ought to 
translate that place, 1 Chron. iv. 41. where we take Meunim 
to signify dwellings, and render the words thus, Tlie habi- 
tations ivhich were found there; as if where there were 
tents (which are mentioned before) there were not habita- 
tions, which are the same: therefore Meunim is the name 
of a people (as the LXX. understood it) who dwelt in 
tents, being Arabians: who being neighbours (as I said) to 
the Moabites and Ammonites, joined with them in their in- 
vasion of the land of Israel, and helped to oppress them: 
But they are plainly distinguished from the Ammonites, in 
the first place mentioned, and 2 Chron. xxvi. 67—8. 

And ye cried to me, and I delivered you out of their hand.] 
When they were utterly unable to help themselves. 

Ver. 13. Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods.] 
But all these deliverances proved ineffectual to keep them 
steadfast in the worship of God. 

Wherefore I will deliver you no more.] He threatens 
therefore to leave them under the power of their enemies, 
which now sorely distressed them, as they justly deserved; 
but it was with an intention to awaken them to a more se- 
rious and hearty repentance, otherwise he resolved not to 
deliver them. , - 

Ver. 14. Go and cry unto the gods you have chosen, let 
them deliver you in the time of your tribulation.] A bitter 
reflection both upon them and upon their gods, like to that 
in the song of Moses, (Dcut. xxxii. 37, 38.) 

Ver. 15. And the children of Israel said unto the Lord, 
We have sinned.] In worshipping such gods as could not 
save them. 

Do thou tinto us as seemeth good unto thee.] They submit 
to such punishment as he thought fit to inflict, confessing 
they deserved no favour ; which shews their hearts were 
for the present very sensibly of the folly wherewith they 
were reproached in the foregoing verse. 

Deliver us only, we pray thee, this day J] They acknow- 
ledged that they deserved the severest punishment, but be- 
seech him to have so much pity on them, as not to punish 
them this way, by letting these cruel enemies insult over 
them any longer. 

Ver. 16. And they put away the strange gods from among 
them.] Gave open proof of their repentance by renouncing 
all idolatry. 

And served the Lord.] And returned to the worship of 
the Lord, and of him alone, which is the most remarkable 
repentance and reformation that we read of hitherto in this 
history of the Judges ; and it seems to have been so serious, 
that for a long time they did not relapse ; for we read no- 
thing of their idolatry in the time of those three judges that 
followed Jcphthah. 
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And his soul tons grieved for the misery of Israel.] Nor do 
we read before of such an expression of the Divine com- 
passion towards them. Every one knows the Divine na- 
ture is not capable of grief , properly so called; but the 
meaning is, he quite altered his former intentions, and 
in much mercy resolved upon their repentance* to deliver 
them. So Maimonides observes, that the word nephesh, 
which we translate soul, signifies his will, Jer. xv. 1. Though 
3Ioses and Samuel stood before me, my soul could not be to- 
wards this people; that is, it could not be his will to save 
them. And so here, his soul was grieved; that is, saithhe, 
his will ceased from afflicting Israel any longer; for it was 
said before, that God's providence had deserted them, and 
he refused to relieve them till they called upon him and se- 
riously repented; and then their miseries being very great 
by the sore oppressions of their enemies, he took pity on 
them, and willed their cruel afflictions should not continue. 
(See More Nevochim, par. i. cap. 41.) 

Ver. 17. Then the children of Ammon were gathered to- 
gether.] In the Hebrew, were cried together ; that is, a pro- 
clamation went out, requiring all their dispersed troops, 
which were ravaging the countries of Judah, Benjamin, 
and Ephraim, to return back to their camp, on the other 
side of Jordan. 

And encamped in Gilead.] Or, against Gilead; for both 
Arius Montanus and Peter Martyr think that they laid 
siege to Gilead, the chief city in those parts : by taking 
which, they hoped to be masters of all that country; and 
then, with greater forces, go over Jordan again, and con- 
quer the other tribes beforementioned. 

And the children of Israel assembled themselves together, 
and encamped inMizpeh.] There, were two Mizpehs on the 
other side Jordan, one in the tribe of Gad, the other in the 
half tribe of Manasseh, as I observed upon Josh. xi. 3. the 
latter of which maybe probably thought to be the place 
where they now- assembled, Jephthah, who was afterward 
chosen their captain, being one of this tribe. How many 
of the Israelites here encamped, and whether any of those 
in the land of Canaan, or only those Of the two tribes and a 
half, cannot now be known; but upon their repentance, 
they seem to have recovered their ancient courage, and to 
have taken a resolution to drive the Ammonites out of their 
country, insomuch that thereupon the Ammonites seem to 
haveleftthc siege, and to have made a retreat into their own 
land, either to recruit their army, and raise more forces, or 
for some other reason ; for thither Jephthah sent messen- 
gers to them, after he was chosen general of the Israelites ; 
and there he fought them, when they would not yield to 
his convincing arguments, that they unjustly invaded the 
Israelites, as appears in the following chapter. 

Ver. 18. And the people and princes of Gilead.'] Who 
were most nearly concerned in this matter, their country 
lying nearest to the Ammonites. 

Said one to another.] Entered into a consultation, in a 
grand assembly of all tho people, and their rulers. (See 
ix.G.) ' . 

What man is he that will begin to fight against tlie chil- 
dren of Ammon?] Will be our leader. It seems to me a 
probable-conjecture of Peter Martyr, that they consulted 
God also about this matter, who directed them, perhaps, to 
<jo to Jephthah. 

He shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.] They 
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resolved, whatsoever the mind of the rest of the tribes 
should be, that he should command all the Gadites and 
Manassites that inhabited the land of Gilead. 



CHAR XI. 

Ver, 1. jyi OW Jephthah the Giteadite.] A man of the 
same country with Jair, their last judge. 

Was a mighty man of valour.] A warlike person, of great 
courage and conduct.* «. . v 

And he was the son of a harlot.] Or, but he was, &c. 
Some, by the Hebrew word zonah, understand a concubine, 
but it never signifies so in Scripture; but, as we translate 
it, ^harlot; and sometimes one that kept a public house ; for 
such people were wont to make their bodiesas common as 
their houses, to all comers. (See Josh. ii. 1.) But several 
of the Hebrew doctors think that this word may signify 
either one of another tribe, or a stranger,.one of another 
nation : and so Josephus himself here understands it, that 
he was %Ivoq irtgi rrjv fuiripa, a stranger, by his mother's side. 
And SaidasBatricides saith, his mother was an Ishmael- 
ite, as Mr. Selden observes, lib. de Successionibus, cap. 3^ 
Now such were called v6%ht by the Greeks, as Grotius ob- 
serves, who were born of a wife that was not a citizen. 
But among the Jews, if such persons embraced the law, 
their children were not stained, but capable to inherit 
among the rest of their brethren ; and therefore Jephthah 
complains of Tiis expulsion, (ver. 7.) looking upon himself 
as unjustly dealt withal, which could not have been said, 
had he been a bastard. 

And Gilead begat Jephthah.] One of the posterity of 
Gilead, the son of Manasseh, was his father, who was 
called after the name of his great ancestor. 

Ver. 2. And Gilead } s wife bare him sons.] He took a wife 
also of the Jewish nation, who bare him several sons; 

And his wife*s sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah.] 
When his father was dead ; for till then the inheritance 
was not to be divided ; and, if he had been alive, he would 
not have suffered them tobe so injurious to Jephthah, who 
was the son of a wife whom he loved extremely, as Jose- 
phus relates, lib. v. Antiq. cap. 9. 

And said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit in our father's 
house.] Have no share of his estate. 

For thou art the son of a strange woman.] This explains 
the word zonah, to be the same with a tvoman of another 
country; for there is no reason to think, that by another 
tvoman (as the words are in the Hebrew) he means a woman 
of another tribe, as the Chaldee paraphrast, R. Bechai, and 
others, expound it. (See Selden, in the place beforenamed, 
and Buxtorf, de Sponsal. et Divortiis, p. 61.) 

Ver. 3. Then Jephthah fled from his brethren.] "When 
they were so unkind as to drive him from his father's house, 
he did not think fit to stay in their country. 

And dwelt in the land of Tob.] We read no where else 
of this country, which, it is likely, was not far from Gilead, 
upon the borders of the Ammonites, in the entrance of 
Arabia Deserta ; or, perhaps, it is the same with the country 
called Ish-tob, 2 Sam. x. 6. 8. which was in Syria, and 
so near the Ammonites, that they hired forces from thence, 
as well as from other Syrians, to fight with king David. 
We find some footsteps of this land, it is very probable, iu 
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the second book of the Maccabees, chap. xii. 17. where 
wc read of Tov/3u/voi 'IouSatot, i. e. Jeivs who dwelt in the 
land of Tob. 

And there were gathered vain men to Jephthah.] Or empty 
men ; for the word rekim signifies poor and needy persons, 
men of no estates, such as resorted to David when he fled 
from Saul, (1 Sam. xxii. 2.) So I suppose it to be here 
understood (not that they were profligate persons), for the 
word pochazim, light men, is not hero added, as it is in the 
story of those who followed Abimelech, ix. 4. Therefore 
Grotius doth not seem rightly to have represented Jcph- 
thah, when he saith, he was one of those who " ex prado- 
nura ducibus justi duces facti sunt/' (lib. iii. de Jure Belli 
et Pacis, cap. 3. sect. 3.) For these were not highwaymen, 
as we call them, that lived by prey; but only men of small 
or no fortune, who were glad of an occasion to join them- 
selves to so gallant a man as Jephthah was. And so. the 
word we translate gathered, imports that they listed them- 
selves under him of their own accord, being invited to it by 
the great fame of his humanity and valour. But Grotius 
herein follows the Vulgar, who adds the word latrocinates, 
without any authority, either from the Hebrew, Xhaldee, 
orLXX. ' 

And went out with him.] Made excursions upon the ene- 
mies of the Israelites thereabouts, and got what booty they 
could from them for their subsistence, just as David did 
when he was forced to flee into the land of the Philistines, 
(1 Sam. xxvii. S— 11.) 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass in process of time.'] In the 
Hebrew it is after days, L e. as primate Usher understands 
it (in the place abovenamed), after those years mentioned 
x. 8. q viz.' eighteen years, in the conclusion of which, when 
Jair was dead, the Ammonites took the following resolu- 
tion ; but there is no good ground, as I have shewn there, 
for this interpretation; therefore by after days I understand 
some time after their retreat into their own country, which 
I mentioned X. 17. 

That the children of Amnion made war against Israel."] 
They only came in parties before to rob and spoil them ; but 
n6w, finding the Israelites began to take courage, and had 
formed a camp in Gilead, (x. 17.) they raised an array, in- 
tending to conquer them and possess themselves of their 
country. * 

Ver. 5. And it came to pass, when the children ofAmmon 
mtide war against Israel.] The Vulgar interprets it, pressed 
hard upon them. 

TJie elders of Gilead.] Who are called princes, x. 18. 

Went to fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob.] Some of 
the principal persons of the country were sent in the name 
of all the inhabitants' of Gilead, in an embassy to him, to 
invite him to return to them. 

Ver. G. And they said unto Jephthah, Come, and be our 
Captain, that we may fight with the children of Ammon.] 
They did not pretend to make him their king (remember- 
ing, perhaps, what had befallen the men of Shechem and 
Abimblech), but only the leader of their army^ 

Ver. 7. And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, 
Did ye not hate me, and expel me out of my father s house?] 
This signifies, that his brethren ejected him by .the assist- 
ance of the public authority (unless we suppose that they 
were of the number of elders that were sent to him); or 
the elders, who saw the wrong his brethren did him, con- 



nived at it, and did not interpose, according to their office, 
to do him right, whereby they made his expulsion their 
own act. . 

And tvhy are ye come nnto me noio when you are in dis- 
tress?] As much as to say, What reason have yon to ex- 
pect that I should hearken to you, since I know it is only 
your distress which moves you to recall me? 

Ver. 8. And the elders of Gilead said nnto Jephthah, 
Therefore we turn again to thee nmv.] This may relate 
cither to what immediately goes before, and then the sense 
is, We confess we are in distress, and therefore Jmplore 
thy help (which; if thou wilt afford us, thou shalt com- 
mand us all for ever); or to the beginning of the foregoing 
verse, and the meaning is, We are sensible of the injury 
that was done thee, and therefore are come to repair it, by 
inviting thee to* be our head; for that is meant by their 
turning again to him: they had altered their mind, and 
not only revoked that unjust act, but offered him a recom- 
pence. 

TJiat thou may est go with us, and fight against the chil- 
dren of Amnion, and be our head over all theinhabitajits of 
Gilead.] Of the tribes on their side Jordan; for they could 
promise nothing for the tribes in the land of Canaan, some 
of which were oppressed now by the Philistines, as they 
were by the Ammonites. 

Ver. 9. And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, If 
ye' bring me home again to fight against the children of 
Ammon, and the Lord deliver them before me, shall I be 
your head?] He offers to be the general of their army, if, 
after he had vanquished their enemies, they would, in 
good earnest, make him their governor in chief, and not 
throw him off when they had no further need of him. In 
which agreement he supposed the consent and appoint- 
ment of God, by whose aid alone he hoped to be victorious. 

Ver. 10. And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah y 
The Lord be witness between us, if we do not according to 
thy word.] They solemnly call God to witness their since- 
rity,* confirming what was agreed by an oath, and wishing 
God to revenge it, if they did not perform what they pro- 
mised. 

Ver. 11. Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead.] 
Unto his own country. 

And the people made Mm head and captain over them.] 
In a full assembly of the people, with the princes, (ix.G. x. 
18.) he was made general of their army; with an assurance 
he should be their head, after the war was successfully 
ended. 

And Jephthah tittered all his words before the Lord.] The 
people had done their part, but Jephthah would undertake 
nothing, without God's approbation, before whom, in a 
solemn prayer^ he laid all that he. had said .unto them; 
and it is likely that God answered him by some prophet, 
and authorized him to undertake the conduct and govern 7 
merit of the people; (see x. 11.) for if he had done it with- 
out a Divine warrant, the Spirit of the Lord would not have 
come upon him, as we read it did, ver. 29. 

In Mizpeh.] Where the children of Israel had gathered 
themselves together to oppose the Ammonites, x. 17. and 
where Jephthah chose to fix his habitation, after the con- 
quest of them, ver. 34. of this chapter ; for that Mizpeh, 
where all the tribes, we often read, met before the Lord, 
was on' this side Jordan, not far from Jerusalem, cither in 
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the tribe "of Judah, or of Benjamin; It is thought" pro- 
bable, by some learned men, that there was "some proseii- 
cha, a praying-place, or place of Divine worship, here^at 
Misspell, (see Josh. v xxiv. 26.) where Jephthah uttered his 
words; which, otherwise, they think, could not be said to 
be done before the Lord; but this is not a sufficient ground 
for such an opinion ; for the Divine presence (as Rasi here 
observes) was in that place where. all. the people assem- 
bled upon a public concern. (See 1 Sam. xi. 15.) Kimchi 
observes the same upon the twentieth chapter of this book, 
ver. I. where his words are, ." In every place, in which 
Israel, or a great part of Jt,- is assembled, the Divine pre- 
sence dwells." (See my notes there.) 

Ver. 12. And Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the 
children of Ammon.'] Now he plainly acts as a; chief go- 
vernor, in appointing an embassy to go from him to the 
king of the Ammonites ; whichpower he would not have 
assumed, if it had not been given hira by God. L 

Saying, What hast thou to do ivith me.'] That is, what is 
the ground of thy quarrel? Or, for what reason is this. in- 
vasion made? 

TJiat thou art come to fight against me in my landT\ 
This is the language of the supreme governor of the coun- 
try, unto whom all were. subject, as their lord; and de- 
■monstrates him to have been a most pious prince, that 
would first debate matters fairly, before he came to blows, 
according to the sense of a number of great men in future 
times, mentioned by Grotius at large, lib. ii. de Jure Belli 
et Pacis, cap. 23. scct.,7. Unto which he was not bound, 
having taken arms only in his own defence ; yet, to prevent 
the effusion of blood, he argues the case with the king, of 
the Ammonites, who ought rather, if he thought himself 
injured by the Israelites, to have sent, before he took arms, 
to require satisfaction. 

Ver. 13. And the king of the children of Ammon answered 
to the messengers of Jephthah, Becatise Israel took away my 
land when they came out of Egypt.] This is a mere colour 
and pretence, the land being none of theirs, when the 
Israelites conquered it, but the land of Sihon king of the 
Amorites : for, as to the country of .the Ammonites, God 
expressly charged the Israelites not to meddle with it, 
(Deut. i. 19.) for he would give them none of it. It is true, 
this land, which they now claimed, had formerly belonged 
to the Moabites, but Sihon had made a conquest of it, and 
driven them out of it, as we read Numb. xxi. 26. The king 
of Ammon, therefore, could not call it his land, unlefcs he 
was also king of Moab at this time, which is not impro- 
bable: whence it is, that, in the following dispute between 
him and Jephthah, there is a promiscuous mention of tho 
Moabites, together with the Ammonites, as if they were 
but one people, (ver. 15. 17, 18.) and Chemosh, which was 
the god of the Moabites, is called (ver. 24.) the god of the 
king of Ammon : unto which may be added, that the land 
which Sihon conquered did not entirely belong to the 
Moabites, but some of it to the children of Ammon, as is 
expressly said, Josh. xiii. 25. where we read, that to the 
Gadites was given half of the land of the children of Am- 
mon; therefore some part of SihoiVs kingdom (where the 
Gadites were settled) had formerly belonged to the Am- 
monites. 

From Arnon even unto Jabbok, and to Jordan.] These 
are the bounds of the country to which they laid a claim ; 



the river Arnon on the south, and the.brobk Jabbok on the 
north (which we may call the length of the country), and 
Jordan on the west; unto which* afterward is added the 
eastern bounds, when it 'is said, ver. 22. from the wilder- 
ness unto Jordan; which is the wilderness through which 
the Israelites entered into the territories of Sihon. . 

Now therefore restore these lands.] Which belonged to 
the Moabites and Ammonites. 

Again peaceably.] The messengers of Jephthah had de- 
clared that he desired not war, but peace ; which the king 
of Ammon tells him he must not expect, unless he resigned 
these countries to him. 

Ver. 14. And Jephthah sent messengers again to the king 
of the children of Ammon.] This is an argument of a very 
peaceable disposition, and a high commendation of a^ 
warlike spirit, that he was still desirous to end this contro- 
versy by reason; and not by the sword. 

Ver. 15. And said unto him, Thus saith Jephthah. ] This 
is his reply ; which seems to be delivered as from a man l 
in authority. 

Israel took not away the land of Moab, nor the land of 
the children of Amnion.] He denies the matter of fact 
upon which they grounded the war : for the Israelites 
found this country in the possession of Sihon. 

Ver. 16. But when Israel came out of Egypt.] He proves 
the truth of what he affirmed, by a short history of what 
passed after they came out of Egypt ; when the king of 
Ammon said (ver. 13.) they took this land from him. 

And icalked through the wilderness unto the 'Red Sea, 
and came to Kadesh.] This is not to be understood of 
Kadesh-barnea, but of that Kadesh mentioned Numb. 
xx. 1. 14. which was in the borders of Edom ; unto which 
they came directly from the Red Sea : nor of their coming 
to the Red Sea, in the first year after they passed through 
it, mentioned Numb, xxxiii. 10. but of their last coming 
to it, in that station they made at Ezien-geber (after many 
stations in other places), which was upon the shore of the 
Red Sea ; from whence they immediately marched to this 
Kadesh, (Numb, xxxiii. 35, 36.) 

Ver. 17- Then Israel sent messengers to the king of 
Edom, saying, Let me, I pray thee, pass through thy land.] 
This shews, they were so far from invading anybody's" 
country, that they humbly begged leave to pass through 
Edom, engaging to do no violence, but to pay for every 
thing they wanted. (See Numb. xx. 14, &c.) 

But the king of Edom would not hearken thereto.] Not- 
withstanding which, they were not provoked by their in- 
humanity to quarrel with them. 

And in like maimer they sent to the king of Moab, but 
he would not consent.] We do not read of such a message 
sent to the Moabites: but when they came from Ezion-ge- 
ber into the wilderness of Moab, we find a command of 
God to them not to distress the Moabites, nor to contend 
with them in battle : which intimates there was some oc- 
casion for it; which was their refusal to grant them a 
common civility. 

And Israel abode in Kadesh.] Put up all these affronts, 
and abstained from all violence, continuing quiet in the 
place where they had pitched their tents. 

Ver. 18. Then they went along through the wilderness, 
and compassed the land of Edom, and the land of Moab.] 
When they were denied a passage the direct way, they 
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chose rather to fetch a great compass, and travel many 
miles with groat labour and toil, (sec Numb. xxi. 4.) than 
give others the least disturbance. 

And came by the east side of the land of Moab, and 
pitched upon the other side of Arnon.] See Numb. chap. 
xxi. 13. 

But came not within the border of Moab: for Arnon 
was the border of Moab.] This is a demonstration that 
they did no injury to the Moabites, into whose country 
they did not enter. For they went no further than Arnon, 
which divided their country from the Ammonites. 

Vcr. 19. And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of 
the Amorites, the king of Heshbon.] Where his royal pa- 
lace was. (See Numb. xxi. 25, 26.) 

And Israel said unto him, Let us pass, we pray thee, 
through thy land unto my place.] Being denied passage 
through Edom and Moab, they sent a friendly message 
unto him, craving the favour of being permitted to go 
through his country unto Canaan. (Numb. xxi. 21, 22.) 

Ver. 20. But Sihon trusted not Israel to pass through his 
coast.'] AVas jealous they would seize on his country. 

But Sihon gathered all his people together, and pitched 
in Jahaz, and fought against Israel.] He contented not 
himself to refuse (as his neighbours had done) to grant a 
passage through his country, which they could not demand, 
but raised all his forces, and proudly marched to drive 
them away from his borders, (Numb. xxi. 23, 24.) 

• Ver. 21. And the Lord God of Israel delivered Sihon 
and all his people into the hand of Israel, and they smote 
them.] It was plainly an act of God to give the Israelites 
the victory; for they were unprepared for war, and tired 
with a long march about the land of Edom and Moab. 

So Israel possessed all the land of the Amorites, the in- 
habitants of that country.] They did not dispossess the 
Moabites, but the Amorites, who then inhabited that 
country, which became the possession of the Israelites, by 
the right of a just war, in their own defence. 

Ver. 22. And they possessed all the coasts of the Amorites, 
from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from tlie wilderness even 
unto Jordan^] This is a description of the length and 
breadth of the land, from south to north, and from east to 
west: (see above, ver. 13.) None of which was then in" the 
possession of the Moabites or Ammonites; who could not 
therefore charge the Israelites with taking any of their land 
from them. 

Vcr. 23. And so now the Lord God of Israel hath dis- 
possessed the Amorites from before his people Israel.] This 
is a new title to this land; which they not only took in a 
just war, but Ayas also given them by God, who made them 
victorious, and then bestowed it upon them. 

And shouldest thou possess it?] It was absurd to think 
that they should take the pains to conquer it, and God 
should give it to them, that they might put the Moabites 
again in the possession of it, with whom they had no alli- 
ance; but, quite contrary, they had denied them the com- 
mon right of mankind. 

Ver. 24. Wilt not thou possess that which Chemosh thy 
god giveth thee to possess ?] He doth not call Chemosh a 
god; but only argues from the opinion that they had of 
him, which all nations had of their gods, that they owed 
their conquests to them, to whom therefore they gave 
thanks for all their victories. Now he appeals to them, 



whether they would not keep what their god had given 
them, and look upon it as rightfully possessed by them. 

So whomsoever the Lord our God shall drive out from 
before us, them will we possess.] By the very same title 
whereby the Moabites possessed the country wherein they 
now lived; from whence they drove out the ancient inha- 
bitants. (Deut. ii. 10, 11.) 

Ver. 25. And noio, art thou any thing better than Balak 
the son of Zippor, king of Moab?] This is a third argu- 
ment, that when this conquest was newly made by the 
Israelites, the then king of Moab (as potent as the present) 
laid no claim to this country, nor demanded to have it re- 
stored to him; but only was afraid they should invade the 
land he still possessed. 

Did he ever strive against Israel.] Dispute their title with 
them. 

Or did he ever fight against Israel.] Endeavour by forco 
of arms to recover this country, as not belonging to them 
but to him. 

Ver. 26. While Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, 
and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that be 
along by the coast of Arnon, three hundred years, &c] In 
the last place he pleads prescription, and that for three 
hundred years ; in which long space of time none of the 
kings of Moab pretended a right to this country, much less 
contended it with them ; which argument was irrefragable. 
For if such along undisputed possession cannot make a 
right to a country, it is impossible there should be any end 
of wars between kings and princes. But all mankind look 
upon those wars as unjust, which are made for recovery of 
countries wherein people have settled quietly for many 
ages; though, perhaps, in the first acquisition of them, their 
title was not good. Therefore it is not necessary to exa- 
mine, whether Sihon had a just cause of w T ar when he con- 
quered this country; nor is it of importance, with respect 
to this, to examine whether the Israelites had held this con-? 
quest just three hundred years; for if a few be wanting, it 
is not material : but with respect to something else it is of 
great consequence, for the explaining of what we read 
1 Kings vi. 2. that Solomon began to build the temple in 
the four hundred and eightieth year after they came out of 
Egypt. Which space is divided by these words of Jephthah 
into two intervals : the first of which contained three hun- 
dred and forty years ; for they had possessed this country 
three hundred years, and they came out of Egypt forty 
years before its conquest : during which time they had been 
slaves to the Mesopotamians, Moabites, Canaanites, and 
Midianites. Now, if the years wherein they were oppressed 
by these four nations, and the years of peace and quiet 
which they enjoyed, be put together, from the first year of 
Chushan-Rishathaim to the last year of Jair,they produce 
a little more than three hundred years ; so that no time is 
left for Joshuas conquest of Canaan, and his life after it, 
and for the generation that outlived him. But, by sup- 
posing that some of these things fell out in the very same 
time (as for example, during the fourscore years' rest in the 
eastern parts of the land after Eglon's death, they were op- 
pressed twenty years in the north by Jabin), this difficulty 
is removed, and all comes right; as Sir John Marsham hath 
demonstrated in his Canon Chronicus: where he shews, 
that, from the death of Moses to this invasion of the Am- 
monites, there were three hundred years; allowing five-aud- 
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twenty years (as Josephus computes) for Joshua's govern- 
ment after they came into Canaan, and thirty-five years to 
the following generation that survived him. (See Seculum 
xi. ^Era Exodi. And concerning the other interval, see 
here, xii. 14.) 

Why therefore did ye not recover them within that time?'] 
This question could not be answered, that in so long a time 
they should hear nothing of their claim till now. 

Ver. 27. Wherefore I have not sinned against thee, but 
thou dost vie wrong to war against m&] Upon all these rea- 
sons he concludes, the Ammonites had no cause to make 
this war; but were injurious in it to the Israelites. 

TJieLord the Judge be judge this day between the chil- 
dren of Israel and the children of Ammon.] The meaning is, 
that if they were not moved by these reasons, but the con- 
troversy must be decided by arms, he committed his cause 
to God, the righteous judge of the whole world, who, he 
doubted not, would do him right. By this day he doth not 
mean that God would determine the right, by giving him 
the victory then, when he spake these words (for he was 
not yet ready to give them battle), but that God would 
judge of the justice of his present plea, and accordingly 
give sentence, when the matter came to be tried in a 
battle. 

Ver. 28. Howbeit tlie king of the children of Ammon 
hearkmed not to the words of Jephthah which he sent him.'] 
He would not yield to arguments, being obstinately re-' 
solved to fight it out. 

Ver. 29. Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jeph- 
thah.] The people had chosen him for their leader, and 
promised to continue him their chief governor, as they had 
already made him ; and now God publicly declares his ap- 
probation of their choice ; and made him their judge, as he 
had done others before, (iii. 10.) by endowing him with an 
extraordinary measure of courage and wisdom, and all 
other qualities necessary to render him fit to be the ruler of 
his people. 

And he passed over Gilead and Manasseh J] Went through 
the whole country of Reuben and Gad (which are compre- 
hended in Gilead), and likewise the half tribe ofManasseh, 
and levied what men he could among them. 

And passed over Mizpeh of Gilead.] Went to the extreme 
part of the country northward, where Mizpeh was, towards 
Mount Lebanon and Hermon. 

And from Mizpeh of Gilead he passed over unto the chil- 
dren of Amnion.] He marched from thence, with such forces 
as he had gathered, towards the enemy's country. 

Ver. 30. And Jephthah vowed a vow unto the Lord, and 
said. If thou shall without fail deliver the children ofAm- 
mon into my hand.'] He did not make a doubt of it, but 
thought he might be more assured of victory, if he made a 
religious vow beforehand, of being very grateful to God for 
it. Which was the custom of tho ancient Romans, as we* 
find in Li vy; who frequently tells us, that their generals 
were wont to vow to Jupiter, or Apollo, or others, part of 
the spoil they should take in war; or to build temples in 
their honour. And thus the Israelites, when king Arad 
came against them,, as they were going towards Canaan (a 
little before the conquest of this country now in contro- 
versy), vowed to make his country a cherem, if God would 
deliver it into their hands. (See Numb. xxi. 2.) 

Ver. 31. That it shall be, that whatsoever.] This com- 



prehends all sorts of creatures, as the Hebrew doctors com- 
monly observe. ; 

Cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me.] The 
Vulgaf adds the word first, which must be understood; 
otherwise he would have been obliged to devote many 
things to the Lord, which might possibly come out of his 
house. 

Wlien I return in peace from the children of Ammon.] 
Come back victorious. 

Shall surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it tip for a 
burnt-offering.] If it was a tiling fit to be offered: for if a 
dog or a swine should have happened to come out first to 
meet him, that was not lawful to be offered. But the 
great question is, Whether it was not as unlawful to offer 
his daughter, who seems to be comprehended in this vow? 
And it is said afterward, (ver. 39.) that he did unto her ac- 
cording to it. Josephus, and the Chaldee paraphrast, and 
several famous rabbins, think that he did offer her, being 
deceived by a mistake of the sense of that law, Lev. 
xxvii. 28. And though he might have been absolved from 
his vow by the high-priest, yet they tell an idle story, that 
they stood so much upon a punctilio of their dignity, that 
he would neither go to Phinehas, nor Phinchas vouchsafe 
to wait upon him. Which is a tale not to be found in the 
Talmud, but in some lesser writer, as Mr. Seldcn observes, 
lib. iv. de Jure Nat. etGent. cap. 11. where he shews, that 
the two Kimchis, father and son, with R. Levi ben Ger- 
som, and others, interpret these words quite otherwise; 
and take the particle (which we translate and) to be a dis- 
junctive; that is, as much as or. So Kimchi's words are, 
It shall be consecrated to the Lord, if it be not Jit for a 
burnt-offering; or it shall be offered for a burnt-offering, if 
it befit for it. And so they think she was devoted to God, 
and separate from all secular affairs, that she might give 
herself continually to prayer and holy exercises. Which 
opinion hath several difficulties in it, as he there observes; 
and it must be confessed, the stream of interpreters runs 
the quite contrary way: for though they call this votum te- 
merarium, as Tertullian doth, VLtash vow, or a foolish in- 
cautious vow, as Theodoret, St. Austin, and others; yet 
very great numbers (and indeed most of the ancient Chris- 
tian writers) think that he did really offer her: though it 
cannot be denied, that there are great difficulties in this in- 
terpretation also; no sucfr thing having ever been done in 
Israel; but such' sacrifices declared abominahlc unto God: 
which it is a wonder he should not know, nor the people 
neither; who, one would have expected, should have hin- 
dered such a barbarous sacrifice. All that can be said in 
answer to this is, that they having been long accustomed to 
idolatrous worship, and he having lived out of his own 
country, and being a soldier, had forgotten their law, or 
retained but a very imperfect knowledge of it. But they 
that would see this matter largely discussed, ni£iy consult 
Ludovicus Capellus, who. hath a long dissertation on pur- 
pose about it; and I shall say something more of it upon 
the latter end of this chapter. 

Ver. 32. So Jephthah passed over unto the children of 
Ammon to fight against them.] He was not far from them 
before, (ver. 29.) but now he drew his army up to them, and 
engaged them. 

And the Lord delivered them into his hand.] And thereby 
declared the Ammonites were in the wrong, (ver. 27.) 
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Ver. 33. And he smote them from Aroer.] Which was a 
city upon Iho banks of the river Arnon; or rather in the 
river, being encompassed with it. 

Till thou come toMinnith.] Another city up in the country. 

Even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards.] 
They chased them a great way, and destroyed their cities 
as they went along, till they came to the plain here men- 
tioned. Or, as it is in the margin, unto Abel; a city, per- 
haps, which was very strong, called Abel-Keramiin, as the 
LXX. understand it. 

With a great slaughter.] Both in the field and in the 
cities. 

Thus the children of Ammon tuere subdued before the 
children of Israel] So that they infested their country no 
more. 

Ver. 34. AndJephthah came to Mizpeh tinto his house.] 
From which he went forth when he began this expedition, 
(ycr. 29.) 

And, behold, his daughter came out to meet him tvith 
timbrels and dances.] She was the first person of his family 
whom he saw at his return, who came,. accompanied with 
some of her neighbours, to welcome him home, and con- 
gratulate his victory with music and dancing. So the old 
manner had been, Exod. xv. 20. and continued afterward, 
1 Sam. xviii. 6. 

And she was his only child: .beside her he had neither son 
nor daughter.] In the Hebrew the words are, he had not 
from himself cither son or daughter; intimating, perhaps, 
that though his wife had children by another husband, or 
he had adopted children, yet he had none descended from 
his own body but this only daughter, which made her the 
dearer to him, 

Ver. 35. And it came to pass, that xvhen h$ saw her, he 
rent his clothes.] As the manner was when any great cala- 
mity befel them. (See Lev. x. 6.) 

And said, Alas! my daughter, thou hast brought me very 
low.] Quite spoiled my triumph. 

And thou art one of them that trouble ?ne.'] Which was 
the more afflictive, because he expected from her the great- 
est comfort and pleasure. 

For I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and J cannot 
go back.] That is, made a vow which he could not retract. 
It is likely he told her what it was, though that be not here 
expressed; or by his deep sorrow at the first sight of her, 
she understood it was upon her account: but in this he 
was grossly mistaken, which way soever we interpret this 
vow; whether of separating her from company, or of offer- 
ing her for a burnt-offering; for he was bound to neither, 
yea, he was bound not to offer her in sacrifice, which was 
a thing abominable. As for the other, there was no such 
power by their law granted to parents, to shut up their 
children, and separate them from all society with men, as 
Mr. Sclden observes, there being not the least footstep of 
any such thing in the whole body of their Talmud, or in 
their lawyers. 

Ver. 3G. And she said unto him, My father, if thou hast 
opened thy ?nouth unto the Lord, do to me according to that 
tvhich hath proceeded out of thy mouth; forasmuch as the 
Lord hath taken vengeance for thee of thine enemies, even of 
the children of Ammon.] A rare instance of religion, cou- 
rage, obedience to her parents, and love to her country. 

Ver. 37. And she said unto her father, Let this thing be 



done for me.] Grant me only one request; which was not 
inconsistent, she thought, with his vow; for ho did not 
say he would execute it immediately. 

Let me alone two months.] Leave me at liberty so long. 

That I may go up and down upon the mountains.] Which 
wero fit places for her purpose, being solitary, and far 
from company. 

To beivail my virginity.] For it was accounted a great 
infelicity in that nation to die without issue. 

I and my fellows.] Other virgins, her companions. This 
some take for an argument, that she .was not to be sacri- 
ficed; for then she would have bewailed her death, rather 
than her want of posterity. But this is no concluding argu- 
ment; for she might possibly look upon it as an honour to 
be a sacrifice unto God. 

Ver. 38. And he said, Go. And he sent her away for two 
months, and she tvent tvith her companions, and bewailed 
her virginity -upon i the mountains.] They that think she 
knew she was to be offered, infer from hence, that she 
looked upon it as a greater calamity to die without issue, 
than merely to die. 

Ver. 39. Audit came to pass, at the end of two montlis, 
she returned to her father.] Having had time to bring her 
mind unto a perfect resignation to her father; or rather, to 
confirm herself in the resolution she had at first, cheerfully 
to submit unto whatsoever he had vowed. 

Who did with her according to his vow which he had 
vowed.] That is, saith Kimchi, be made her a house, and 
brought her into it, and there left her secluded from the 
company of all men, and from all secular affairs. That is 
the meaning, he thinks, of the first part of his vow, It shall 
surely be the Lord's* And so Ralbag, a" little more fully, 
She was separated from the company of men; for if she 
had had a husband, she could not have served the Lord 
alone, but must have served her husband also, as all wives 
are bound to do. Selden indeed saith, that he doth not see 
what law gave him this power to keep her from marriage ; 
there being nothing of it in all their books, as was said be- 
fore. But there is something like it in 2 Sam. xx. 3. where 
David shut up his concubines, and made them live in 
widowhood till their death. And he might take the liberty 
to do this (though no law gave him such power) rather than 
take away the life of his v daughter, which was against law; 
for it condemned such sacrifices. But the truth is, there 
was no necessity of doing either, if he had understood or 
considered the law; for he might have paid a price for her 
to the priest, which the law prescribed, when a son or 
daughter was consecrated' to God, (Lev. xxvii. 2,3, &c.) 
Nay, they who consecrated themselves, might redeem them- 
selves : and about this very case of Jephthah there was 
anciently a dispute between two famous doctors, -Simeon 
ben Lakish and R. Johanan; the former of which main- 
tained, that he ought to have paid the price or value of her 
according to the law; but the other maintained, he was not 
bound to do so much as that, because the vow was to offer 
a burnt-offering, in which his daughter could not be com- 
prehended. For other animals only were capable of being 
offered in sacrifice. As for those words, Lev. xxvii. 28, 
29. upon which Lud. Capellus hath founded his opinion 
that she might be sacrificed, Maimonides hath better re- 
strained them to the sons and daughters of the Canaanites, 
devoted by God to destruction. But who can think that * 
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> God would have the Hebrew children so devoted as those 
slaves were, upon whom a curse was denounced before 
they entered into Canaan? Beside, if Jephthah' was bound 
to offer his daughter, who should be employed in that 
work ? Should the priests ? Bnt their business was' rather 
to persuade and deter him from what he had imprudently 
vowed. - Should the magistrates? But they could not be 
ignorant that God had forbidden such sacrifices. Should 
Jephthah himself? But this would have argued him as 
void of common sense, as of natural affection. And who 
can think (as Theodoricus Hackspan goes on) that since 
God allowed cities of refuge, whither a manslayer might 
flee and be safe, when he had unwittingly killed a man, 
that the same privilege might not have been allowed to a 
son or a daughter, who was perfectly innocent (as "this 
virgin was), viz. to save their lives by flight, or by paying 
a ransom? ' »* 

The Jews are very doubtful in this matter; for some say 
Phinehas lost his priesthood, and it was translated* to the 
family of Ithamar, because he did not absolve Jephthah 
from this vow: but others of the eastern writers say, he 
was forbid to release him by the spirit of prophecy; and 
Jephthah, when he was admonished by his friends to go 
and advise with him how to save his daughter, w r as forbid 
by an angel to go. (See Selden, lib. i. de Succession, ad 
Poritificatura, cap. 2. fol. 117, &c) But the Targura upon 
this verse blames Jephthah for not cdnsulting Phinehas ; 
for if he had, he would have redeemed her for a sum of 
money. : - \ , . . 

And she knew no man.] This is looked upon, by those 
who think she was only consecrated to the Lord, as an ar- 
gument of it; that after the performance of his vow, it is 
said, she knew no man; that is, as long as she lived, she* ' 
continued a virgin. 

And it was a custom in Israel.] They that think sho was 
sacrificed, take these words as separate from those that 
follow, and interpret them, upon this asanction was made, 
that none should hereafter, by the like error, offer human 
sacrifices. So the Targum. (See Selden in the place fore- 
named.) But there was no need of this statute; nor is it 
likely that the fable among the Greeks, concerning the 
sacrifice of Iphigenia by Agamemnon, was devised out of 
this sacred story, as Lud. Capellus conjectures; who fan- 
cies also this Jeptitigenia, that is, the daughter. of Jeph- 
thah (from whence might come Iphigenia), was not sacri- 
ficed upon the altar, but only slain ; though the vow was, 
he would offer a burnt-offering. But we refer these words 
to what follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 40. Tliat the daughters of Israel.] They of that 
country. ■ 

Went yearly to lament the daughter of Jephthah the 
Gileadite.] Some interpret the Hebrew word tliannoth to 
signify they went to discourse with her, or to comfort her; 
though themost ancient interpreters (as Bochartus observes, 
in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib.i. cap. 9.) translate it as we 
<lo, Zprivuv, as the LXX.have it, to make lamentation. But 
quite contrary the learned Lud. de Dieu, different from the 
rest (except Sixtinus Amama, who hath the same notion), 
interprets it to praise her. Which signification he plainly 
derives out of the Arabic language; and beside, we our- 
selves in this very book (ver. 11.) seem to follow it, by 
translating it reliearse. -And thus that excellent man ex- 
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plains this whole matter:—" She was not slain; but, as 
appears sufficiently from the foregoing words, was* de- 
voted to perpetual virginity; in which she deserved greater, 
commendation than her father. For he, as soon as he saw 
her come to meet him, repented of the vow he had rashly 
made, and tore his clothes," lamenting the miserable condi- 
tion into which he had brought himself and her: but* she 
most courageously comforted her father,, and, congratu-: 
lating his victory, desired him hot to be troubled about her, 
for she was ready to submit to what he had vowed.' Upon 
the account of which heroic virtue, whereby slie obliged 
the whole country, they could do no less than celebrate her 
praise every year." 

Four days in the year.] One day in every quarter of the 
year they went to celebrate her fame with verses composed 
in her praise, as Grotius supposes. But whether they went 
to the place where she was retired, and there sang them 
before her, or in some other public place ; and whether 
while she lived, or after her death, is uncertain, as De Dieii 
observes. 

CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. j^LND the men of Ephraim gathered themselves.] 
In the Hebrew, were called, by a public cry, or proclama- 
tion, to arm themselves. 

And went northward.] To the country of Manasseh, on 
the other side Jordan. For this sufficiently shews that 
Mizpeh was in that country, and in the northern part of it, 
towards Lebanon and Hermon, as I observed before, xi. 
29. Pet. Martyr thinks they did not march orderly thither, 
being not gathered together (as far as appears) by- the au- 
thority of the magistrate, but in a tumultuous manner, as 
seditious people are wont to do. 

And said unto Jephthah.] By this, anld by what follows/ 
it appears they came to Mizpeh, where Jephthah dwelt 

Wherefore passedst thou over.] They do not mean over 
Jordan, for there he was already; but from hence to the 
coast of the Ammonites. (See xi. 30. 32.) 

To fight against the children of Amnion, and didst not call 
us to go with thee?] Their pride made them take it ill, that 
they had not a share in the glory of the late victory. Just 
as formerly they quarrelled with Gideon upon the like oc- 
casion, (viii.'l.) which shews they were a haughty tribe. 

We will burn thine houseupon thee with fire] Their pride 
put them into such ai strange rage, that they seem to threaten 
to burn him as well as his house. ' 

* Ver. 2. And Jephthah said unto them, I and my people 
were at great strife with the children ofAmmon.] He an- 
swers their furious language with great mildness ; and first 
tells them, that he did not undertake this war till he was 
forced to it by the Ammonites, who sorely distressed them, 
(x. 9.) c , r • ' • 

And when I called yoti, ye delivered me not out of their 
hands.] In the second place he denies their charge, and af- 
firms the contrary, that he had begged their assistance, but 
they refused to give it him: yea (as the word we translate 
called signifies), he had cried aloud to them with earnest 
importunities to help them in their distress. 

Ver. 3. And when I saw that you delivered me not.] That 
there was no hope of your help to preserve us from ruin. 

I put my life in my hand.] Exposed myself to the utmost 
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hazard; for he had but a small part of the people of Israel 
with him to fight with their powerful oppressors. This 
phrase seems peculiar to the Hebrews and the eastern 
writers ; for among all the Greek and Roman writers, Isaac 
Casaubon saith he never met with it but once in Xcnar- 
chus; whom Athenacus alleges, introducing in one of his 
plays a man full of fear and trembling — lv rg x"P* ^ v 
^vxfjv ixovra. 

And passed over against the children of Amnion.*] With 
such forces alone as he could get on his side Jordan, 
(xi. 29, 30.) 

And the Lord delivered litem into my hand.] God ap-. 
proved his undertaking by giving him a great victory. 

Wlierefore tlien are ye come up unto me this day to fight 
against me?] Who had defended and preserved them. For 
if the Ammonites had vanquished Jephthah, they would soon 
have passed over Jordan and fallen upon the Ephraimites, as 
they had before attempted, (x. 9.) 

Ver. 4. Then JephtJiah gathered all the men of Gilead, 
and fought with Ephraim.] When he saw they were not pa- 
cified by this fair and peaceable apology, but still conti- 
nued their menaces, he betook himself to arms, and raised 
as many men as he could to oppose them. 

And the men of Gilead smote them.] Put them to flight, 
and made a great slaughter of them. 

Because they said, Ye Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim.] 
That which provoked them to kill so many of them was 
their scoffing language (added to their threats), thereby 
they reproached the men of Gilead, (who were the chief 
managers of the late war, xi.29.) as if they were but .the 
scum and dregs of the tribe of Ephraim; L e. of those de- 
scended from Joseph, among whom they were the prin- 
cipal. 

Among the Ephraimites, and among the Manassites.] 
That is, that dwelt in the land of Canaan : who looked 
upon the Gileadites, find the rest of the. Manassites, on the 
other side Jordan, and in the most northerly part of it,, as 
the refuse of their nation. But it must be acknowledged, 
that the words in the Hebrew are capable of another sense, 
and may be thus translated ; Therefore (so the particle Jci 
is often translated) they said, Fugitives of Ephraim are ye; 
that is, having smote them, the Gileadites called the 
Ephraimites rtm-aways. And the truth is, thus they (not 
the Gileadites) are called in the next verse: and then the 
following words maybe thus translated, Gilead got between 
the Ephraimites and the Manassites. It is very probable, that 
the Manassites in Canaan joined with the Ephraimites in 
this presumptuous attempt upon the Gileadites ; who being 
well acquainted with their own country, got between them 
and the river Jordan, to intercept their passage over it, as 
we read in the following verse. 

Ver. 5. And the Gileadites took the passages of Jordan 
before the Ephraimites.] So that none could pass over at 
these fords, without their leave. 

And it was so, tliat when those Ephraimites who were 
escaped.] They. are the very same words in the Hebrew, 
which are used in the foregoing Yerse, The fugitives of 
Ephraim. 

Said, Let me go over; that the men of Gilead.] Who 
were set to guard the passages. 

Said, Art thou an Ephraimite.] They examined him what 
countryman he was; whether a Reubenitc, Gadite, Ma- 
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nassite, on their side Jordan, or one of the Ephraimites on 
the other. 
Jfhe said, Nay.] For fear wou T J make him deny it. 
Ver. 6. Then said they unto him, Say now Shibboleth.'] 
To find the truth, they put him to this test; whether his 
pronunciation of some words was like that of the Gilead- 
ites : for people of the same nation, who speak the same 
language, differ very much in their pronunciation of it, in 
several parts of the country: as in Greece, all spake. 
Greek ; but the Ionians, Attics, Dorians, and iEolians, 
spake it very differently. And so they did among the 
Romans; for at Prseneste, which was not far from Rome 
(as Pet. Martyr observes out of Plautus), instead of Cico- 
nia, they said Konia. And so the Ephraimites said sibbo- 
leth, but could not pronounce shibboleth. There were many 
other words like this which they could jiot frame their 
mouths to speak, as the Gileadites did; but this wa$ 
chosen, it is likely, because it was very fit for the purpose; 
shibboleth signifying not only an ear of com, but also floods 
of water, (Psal. lxix. 2.) so that the test they put them unto 
was this, to bid them say, Let me pass over the water. 

And. he saidSibboleth; for he could not frame his mouth 
to pronounce it right.] If he was an Ephraimite, he pre- 
sently discovered himself; for he could not pronounce the 
letter schin; which procepdcd,Isuppose,from the long use 
and custom of that people to pronounce otherwise, so that 
they could not frame ;tbe organs of speech to pronounce as 
the Gileadites did; which wc see at this day among all 
nations; who, in different provinces, very much differ. in 
theit speech, though they use the very same language. 

Then they took him^ and slew him at the passages o//or- 
dan.] Otherwise they let him go ; for they used this mark 
of distinction on purpose, lest they should kill any of an-: 
other tribe. 

And there fell at tliat time of (lie Ephraimites forty and 
two thousand.] In the fight, and at the passages pf Jordan, 
this number perished: which was a just .punishment to 
take down their pride and insolence, in despising so great 
a man as Jephthah, and threatening to destroy his house, 
after so glorious a victory, whereby, he had saved .all the 
people of Israel; and reproaching their brethren also, 
whom they invaded without any cause, and seem to have 
intended to drive them out of their country. . . . 

Ver. 7. .And Jephthah judged Israel six years.] After this 
humiliation of the Ephraimites, all the tribes, whom the 
Ammonites had oppressed (on the other side Jordan, per- 
haps,, in the land of Canaan, as well as the Gileadites, and 
the rest on their side), submitted themselves unto him as 
their judge; and he continued six years in the government. 

Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried in one 
of the cities of Gilead.] The Jews have several foolish con- 
ceits concerning bis death and burial; because it is said, 
lie was buried in the cities of Gilead, as the words are in 
the Hebrew: which they would have understood, as if he 
rotted (as a punishment for offering his daughter), and one 
piece of him, when it dropped off, was buried in one city, 
and another in the next city, &c; when the plain meaning is 
expressed in our translation, that he was buried in one of 
the cities, that is, in Mizpeh, where he lived. (See Gen. 
xix. 29.) And so Abcn Ezra and Ralbag interpret it : though 
the latter of these rabbins could not forbear to incline tq 
ono of the Talmudical fables ; that he having no issue t_Q 
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propagate his name, ordered his body to be cut into se- 
veral pieces, and buried in so many cities of Gilead ; that 
every one might preserve his memory. Other fancies there 
are, in which men indulge themselves; and Peter Martyr 
hath thought fit to interpose his conjecture, that the word 
Iram, which we translate cities, may possibly be the proper 
name of a city in Gilead, wherein he was buried. 

Ver. 8. Arid after him Ibzan of Beth-lehem judged Israel.] 
It is not said upon what occasion he was made judge ; for, 
perhaps, he was raised up* by God immediately after Jeph- 
thah's death, only to preserve them in the true religion, 
which was in some measure restored. Some of the Jews 
fancy hira to have been the same with Boaz, who married 
Ruth the Moabitess, but without any ground at all that I 
can find. 

: Ver. 9. And he had thirty sons and thirty daughters.'] 
A numerous issue was accounted a great blessing in those 
days: and though we read of no memorable act -that this 
judge did, yet this is set down to shew that he was a person 
eminently favoured by God. 

Whom he sent abroad.] The Vulgar refers this to his 
daughters, for whom he provided husbands, and sent his 
daughters to their houses, as the manner was, (Gen. xxiv. 
67. xxxi. 50.) 

And he took in thirty daughters from abroad for his 
sonsi] This completed the blessing of God in the gift of so 
many children; who all lived to the state of men and wo- 
men, and were all disposed by him in marriage, for that was 
in the power of parents. (See Gen. xxiv.) 

And he judged Israel seven years.] Not all the Israelites, 
but those that Jephthah had judged ; and none disputed his 
Authority, but he ruled over them thus long, 

Ver. 10. Then died Ibzan, and was buried at Beth-lehem.] 
There were two Beth-lchems, one in the tribe of Zcbulun, 
and the other in the tribe of Judah ; the latter of which, it 
is generally thought, is here meant, where he was born and 
buried. 

Ver.' 11. And after him Eton, a Zebulonite, judged Israel: 
and he judged Israel ten years.] It is observed by many, 
that Eusebius, in his Chronicon, passes by this judge, be- 
cause he saith the LXX. do not mention him, though the 
Hebrew text doth: but, as all our present copies of the 
LXX. now mention him ; so did those whom a very ancient 
writer used, viz. Theophilus Antioch. lib. i. ad Autolicura; 
and, which is more to be wondered at, those copies also 
which Eusebius himself followed in his tenth book, de 
Praepar. Evang. cap. 14. as our primate Usher hath ob- 
served in his Chronologia Sacra, par. i. cap. ult. - . 
* Ver. 12. And Eton the Zebulonite died, and was buried 
in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun.]. These last words 
were added to distinguish this Aijalon here mentioned 
from another in the tribe of Dan, (i. 35.) 
v Ver. 13. And after him Abdon the son ofHillel, a Pira- 
thonite, judged Israeli] The place where he was bora shews 
that he was of the tribe of Ephraim, whom God at last ho- ' 
noured with a judge of their own country, after their pride 
had been humbled by Jephthah : for Pirathon is expressly 
said, ver. 15. to be in the land of Ephraim. 

Ver. 14. And he had forty sons, and thirty nephews.] 
That is, grandsons. 

Tfiat rode on threescore and ten asses' colts.] See ver. 10. 
This is said, to shew that God blessed him not only with a 
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numerous posterity, but let them all grow up to be men. 
(See x. 4.) . 

And he judged Israel eight years.] The intention of this 
book is chiefly to shew how God punished them for their 
sins, and delivered them upon their repentance: but no- 
thing remarkable of this kind falling out in the time of 
these three last mentioned judges, he omits to relate their 
other acts, which was beside his purpose. 

Here it may be fit "to note, that the other interval of the 
two mentioned upon xi. 26. consisting, of a hundred and 
forty years, (which, added to three hundred and forty, in the 
foregoing interval, make up the four hundred and eighty 
years mentioned 1 Kings vi. 2.) it is evident that the latter 
part of them, viz. eighty-four years, was made up by the 
reigns of Saul and David, who each reigned forty years, 
(2 Sam. v. 4. Acts xiii. 21-) and the four first years of So- 
lomon: therefore the remaining fifty-six years arc made up 
of part of the eighteen years wherein the Ammonites op- 
pressed Israel after the death of Jair, and the years wherein 
these four last named persons and Samuel judged Israel* 

Ver. 15. And Abdon the son of HUM the Piratlwnite 
died, and was buried in Pirathon, in the land of Ephraim, in 
the mount of the Amalekites.'] Some think this mount re- 
tained the name of Mount Amalek (as the words are in the 
Hebrew) from ancient times; the Amalekites having pos- 
sessed it heretofore, when the Canaanites were the inhabit- 
ants of this country; but it may as well be thought (since 
all that is said is but conjecture) that it was so called from 
some famous overthrow, which the children of Ephraim 
gave (lie Amalekites in this place; for in the time of the 
judges they more than once joined with others against the 
Israelites. (See iii. 13. vi. 3. but especially see what I 
have noted upon v. 14.) %r 



CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. 1. xx.ND i the children of Israel did evil again in the 
sight of the Lord.] As he complained before, x. 6. when he 
began to speak of what befel them thereupon. 

And the Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philis- 
tines forty years.] This is the sixth oppression, and the 
longest that they ever lay under: which is thought, by a 
great man I have often mentioned, to have ended seven 
months after the death of Eli, when the ark was brought 
back out of the land of the Philistines; and, by the same 
reason, it began so many months after he entered upon the 
government, after the death of Abdon. (See Usherii An- 
nates, ad A.M. 2848. and his Chronologica Sacra, p. 1. 
cap. 12, 13.) But, I think, Sir John Marshara hath since 
that more rightly judged, that this oppression by the Phi- 
listines is not different from that mentioned x. 7, 8. but 
one and the same; they vexing and oppressing the Israel- 
ites in the west, when the Ammonites oppressed themtin 
the east: for though the oppression of the Philistines 
lasted longer, yet it began at the very same time with the 
other; which made their distress the greater: and there- 
fore that preface (x. 7.) belongs not only to what imme- 
diately there follows, concerning the Ammonites and Jeph- 
thah, but to what is here related concerning the Philistines 
and Samson: which the holy writer could not speak of both 
together without confusion; and therefore first relates the 

2B 2 

Microsoft® 



184 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap, xnn 



issuo of tho war with the Ammonites, and then relates the 
other part of the history concerning the Philistines, which 
he here begins: and by this synchronism all difficulties 
may bo solved, and the, years, which seem redundant, 
brought within their true compass. (See his Canon Chro- 
nicus, sect. 11. p. 293.) 

Ver. 2. And there tvas a certain man of Zorah.] See 
Josh. xix. 40, 41. 

Of the family oftheDanites.] Sometimes the word family 
is used for a tribe.- (See Josh. vii. 17.) Or, the meaning 
may bp of a family among the Danites : Sxom among whom 
it was very proper to have a deliverer raised up to them, 
for the Danites were near neighbours to the Philistines, 
who oppressed them. 

IVkose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren, and 
bare not.] Was not likely to have any children. . 
♦ Ver. 3. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the wo- 
man.] As he did to Gideon, (vi. 12.) in human shape; as 
the relation shews in the following verses, 5. 8, &c. 

And said unto her, Behold now, thou art batren, and 
bearest not; but thou shalt conceive, and bear a son.] The 
greatest men of this nation were born of barren women ; as 
Isaac was anciently, and Samuel and John the Baptist in 
future times. . * 

Ver. 4. Noiv therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink 7iot 
•Wine nor strong drink.] She was to live. as the Nazarites 
did,. (Numb. vi. 2, 3.) while she carried him in her womb, 
and, perhaps, while she nursed him ; because, as it follows 
in.the next verse, he was to.be a perpetual Nazarite unto 
God, from his conception to his death, (ver. 7.) which he 
could not have been if she had drank wine or strong drink ; 
because a child in the womb and its mother live by the 
same nourishment. 

And eat not any nncleati thing.'] It is likely they were 
too negligent in those days, in observing the precepts about 
meats; otherwise there would have been no need to men- 
tion this. 

Ver. 5. For,lo, thou shalt conceive, and* bear a son ; and 
?xo razor shall come on his head: for the child shall be a 
Nazarite unto God from the womb.] See upon Numb. 
vi. 4.- 

Andhe shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hands of 
the Philistines.] He did not perfectly deliver the Israelites 
from the yoke of the Philistines, but it was done after his 
death by Samuel; who put an end to this forty years', ty- 
ranny, by his famous victory at Eben-ezer, (1 Sam. vii. 13.) 
as the same Sir J. Marsham observes: who supposes Eli 
to have died in the. midst of this servitude; that is, twenty 
.years, before, this victory. Samson therefore only sorely 
galled thePhilistines, but they still continued to oppress the 
Israelites, as they did when he was born; for it appears by 
thesc^vords, that when the angel spake to them, they were 
under the hand, that is, tho power of the Philistines, and 
so 'continued all his days: for it is said, jcv. 20. that he 
judged Israel twenty years, in the, days of the Philistines ; 
that is, while they tyraunized over. Israel : from which ty- 
ranny he was so far from being a complete deliverer, that 
he himself. was taken and bound by. them ; nor had he ever 
any command over the Israelites. 

s Ver. 6.^ Ami the woman came and told her husband.] The 
tmgel seems to have appeared to ber in the field, and she 
acquainted. her husband with it when she came home. 
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Saying, A man of God came unto me.] So thfey called 
prophets. 

And his countenance was like the countenance of an angel 
of God, very terrible.] That is, venerable, or full of ma- 
jesty; for so the men of God, I suppose, sometimes ap- 
peared ; as may be gathered from the story of St. Stephen, 
who, being full of the Holy Ghost, when he stood before 
the council of Jerusalem, his face shone as if it had been the 
face of an angel, (Acts vi. 15.) 

And I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me 
his name.] The lustro of his countenance struck such an 
awe into her, that she made no inquiry who he was, nor 
whence he came, and he was not pleased to tell her.* 
Though the Vulgar (against both the Hebrew text, the 
Chaldee, and the LXX.) hath it,. She asked him who lie 
was, and whence he came, and what was his name, but he 
would not tell her. 

Ver. 7. And he.said unto me, Behold, thou shalt conceive 
and bear a son ; and now drink no wine, nor strong drink, 
&c] She recites the words of the angel unto her husband ; 
who, as Josephus fancies, hearing her highly commend the 
person who appeared to her for his beauty and majesty, 
began to suspect her chastity; which is a conceit for 
which there is no ground, but much against it. . 

Ver. 8. Then Manoah entredtedthe Lolrd, and said, Oh, 
my Lord, let the man of God whom' thou didst send come 
again unto tis.] To make good the forenamed conceit, Jo- 
sephus makes this to be the prayer of his wife, that he 
might satisfy the jealousy of her husband; directly con- 
trary to what is here expressly said, that Manoah made 
■this request. (See lib. v. Antiq. cap. 10.) . " 

And teach us what we shall do unto the child ivhich shall 
be born:] He did not in the least question his wife's chas- 
tity; no, nor blame "her credulity, but desired himself to 
sec the person (if God pleased) who had brought this good 
news to them, and to be informed how they should educate 
the child. 

Ver. '9. And God hearkened to the voice of .Manoah.] 
Who, it appears by this, desired only further satisfaction 
in that which ho already believed. 

And the angel of God came again unto the woman as 
she sat in the field.] Where, I suppose, (ver. G.) he appeared 
to her before : and, I think, all interpreters agree, that it 
was on the very same day. ,• - • 

And Manoah her husband was not with her.] This is no 
sign of his jealousy, but rather quite contrary, that he had 
a great opinion of her virtue. * • i .- 

Ver. 10. And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed 
her husband, saying, Behold, the man hath appeared unto 
7ne that came uirfo me the other day.] The word other is not 
in the Hebrew, but it may be translated, to-day.- And; 
perhaps, he appeared to her at the first in the morning, 
and now in the evening. 

Ver. 11. And 3Ia?ioah arose, and went after his wife.] 
Who led him the way, to shew him where the man was. 

And came to the man.] .Whom his wife had desired to 
stay a while, till she called her husband to him, as Jose- 
phus probably enough conjectures: but I cannot imagine 
how he cameto add, that when her husband saw him, ov 
§' ovrwg trravtTo rijg virovoiag, he was not insta?iily rid of 
his suspicion; fbr there is nothing like it in the following 
w T drds. * 
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He said unto him, Art thou the man that spaJcest unto the 
woman?] And told her, she should have a son. 

And he said, I am.] The same Jewish writer adds, that 
Manoah prayed him to tell him what he'had said to his 
wife; but the angel replied, it w:as enough that he had told 
it her. 

Ver. 12. And Manoah said, Now let thy words come to 
pass.] These words may be no more than a wish, that what 
he foretold might prove true; though some look upon them 
as a prayer to God to make them good. 

How shall we order the child? and how shall we do unto 
him?] The Hebrew word mischpat, which we translate 
order, signifies here the rule whereby he should live. 
* Ver. 13. And the angel said unto Manoah, Of all that I said 
unto the woman let her beware.] This general answer might 
have been sufficient; but that they might be the more care- 
ful, he adds, in the next verse, all the particulars he had 
mentioned to his wife, ver. 4. and something more largely. 

Ver. 14. She may not eat of any thing that cometh of the 
vine.] i.e. Neither grapes nor'raisins. 

Neither let her drink wine nor strong drink, nor eat 
any unclean thing.] This seems to lay a charge upon him 
as well as her, to see this abstinence observed. 

All tlutt I commanded her let her observe.] Breed him up 
a Nazarite all the days of his life. \ ' \ 

Ver. 15. And Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, I 
pray thee, let its detain thee until we have made ready a kid 
for thee.]He desired him to stay and accept an entertain- 
ment from them, which was anciently given to strangers, 
especially when they appeared like more T than ordinary 
persons, (Gen. xviii. 3, 4, &c.)and was continued to these 
days, (Judg. vi. 18.) Some think he intended to offer a 
sacrifice of peace-offerings, and feast 'the mail of God 
with that part which belongs to him that brought it to be 
offered. "> : , 

Ver. 16. -And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah', 
Though thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread.] He 
was persuaded to stay, but not to taste of his meat; for 
the word bread comprehends all provision of food. 

And if thou wilt offer a burnt-offering, thou must offer it 
unto the Lord.] Or, But if thou hast a mind to express thy 
thankfulness, offer a burnt-offering, which must be wholly 
sacrificed unto the Lord. A prophet (as Manoah took 
this to be) might warrant men to sacrifice, though they 
were not priests, nor at "the tabernacle, as Elijah did at 
Mount Carmel. 

For Manoah knew not that he was an angel of the Lord.] 
As he did shortly after, when he appeared to be more than 
an angel. 

Ver. 17. And Manoah said unto the angel of the Lord, 
Wliat is thy name, that when thy sayings come to pass we 
may do thee honour?] He desired they might shew them- 
selves grateful to him, by. making him some present, which 
they could not do, unless they knew his name, and where 
he dwelt. So Joscphus interprets doing him honour, r iva 
X^Qtv avT$ kcl\ $u)pzav irnQaayw^y that they might give him 
thanks, and bestow some gift upon him. . , 

Ver. 18. And the angel of the Lord said tmto him, Why 
askest thou after my name, seeing it is secret?] Or rather 
(as it is in the margin) it is wonderful; so the LXX. %av- 
fxavrov, admirable. Whose essence (for that is meant by 
name in Scripture), is. to he admired,, but cannot be com- 



prehended. This shews it was the Lord himself; that is, 
the Word of the Lord, who was to be the Messiah; unta 
whom the prophet Isaiah gives the same name olPele, tho 
wonderful, (Isa. ix. 6.) 

Ver. 19. And Manoah took a kid with a meat-offering.'} 
Which usually attended the burnt-offering, as we read in 
the book of Leviticus. 

And offered it upon the rock unto the Lord.] He did not 
offer it, properly speaking, but laid it upon the rock, as 
on an altar, to be offered unto the Lord. And so the 
LXX. TrpoaTiveyice, he brought it to be offered; he laid rove 
agrovq kclI to, Kgia m\ rfc wlrpag, he laid the bread and the 
flesh upon the rock. 

And the angel of the. Lord did wondrously.] The word 
angel is not in the Hebrew, and therefore this is to be re- 
ferred unto Jehovah, immediately foregoing, who appeared 
in the form of an angel, and now acted suitable to his 
name Pele, wonderful; unto which the word maphli (did 
wondrously) plainly alludes; that is, he brought fire, it is 
probable, out of the rOck, as in the days of Gideon. - S6 
Josephus; for we read of no fire that Manoah brought, 
and yet there was a flame, in which the angel went up into*, 
heaven. * ; ' 

And Manoah and his wife looked on.] Which shews that 
Manoah was only a spectator af what was done, but did 
not offer the sacrifice. 

* Ver. 20. And it came to pass, when the flame wtnV up 
towards heaven from off the altar.] So that patt of. tho 
rock is called where the flesh and the bread were laid; 
being, I suppose, a very great stone, flat at the top like aa 
altar. v * • ;.'*,• >'? ■ 

That the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the 
altar.] In which he went up ownrep hxnfiarog (as Joscphus; 
speaks), as in a chariot. • > -, 

And Manoah and his wife looked, on it, and fell on their 
faces to the ground.] Being astonished when they sawhim^ 
whom they took only. for a prophet, to be an angel of the 
Lord; and, pejrhaps, worshipping the Divine Majesty,* who? 
had appeared in such an illustrious manner to them, and 
praying him to preserve their lives, which they thought in 
danger by such a sight. ■ ;■ V\ 

Ver. 21. But the angel of the Lord did no more appear 
to Manoah and his wife.'} There being na further occasion 
for it. " ' ' : r , >- 

Then Manoah knew that it was an angel of the Lord.] By; 
the wonderful' things^ that he did, and ascending up to-'"' 
heaven in a flame, which demonstrated his celestial nature>. 
which could not be hurt by fire. * ■ • '/ >. 

Ver. 22. And Manoalt said unto his wife, We shall surely 
die, because we havesken God.] This has been an old opi- 
nion among the Israelites.. (See upon vi. 22.) . 

Ver. 23. And his wife said unto him, If the Lord were- 
pleased to kill us, he would not have received a bumt-offeri 
ing and a meat-offering at our hand^] She seems to have ~ 
had a better consideration of the thing than her husband^, 
and strongly argues him out of his fears, as altogether un- 
reasonable rand, first, she make9 God's acceptance of a sa-r 
orifice from th£m a plrtin demonstration of his favour to ' 
them;; and his ac'ceptanCe-of it appeared by his kindling a. 
fire himself,, whereby it was consumed; and by the ascen r 
sion of the angel in the flame, as if he went to carry the sa-f* 
crificc unto God,. and present it to liim in heaven*, .■ . t 
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Neither would he have shewed ns all these things.] Con- 
cerning the birth of a son, and the manner of his edu- 
cation, and his beginning the deliverance of Israel from 
(heir oppressors, of which there was no hope, if God in- 
tended to take away their lives from whom this son was 
to issue. 

Nor would he at this time have shewn tis such things as 
these.} Appeared again and again unto them, to acquaint 
them with these things, at a time when such visions were 
rate, and when they were in such distress, that God seemed 
to have abandoned them to the will of their enemies. These 
were two unanswerable arguments that they had no reason 
to think God would take away their lives, but continue 
them, for the fulfilling his promise. 

Ver. 24. And the ivoman bare a son*] We have no direc- 
tion whereby to know the time of his birth, but only this, 
that the angel said before he was conceived, (ver. 5.) that 
he should begin to deliver Israel from the hands of the Phi- 
listines. Which is a plain indication they were then under 
their power; that is, the forty years' oppression of the Phi- 
listines was begun; and, consequently,' since his twenty 
years' judicature was in the days of the Philistines, (xv. ult.) 
that is, during their tyranny, he was born in the beginning 
of it: for w r e cannot well suppose that he began to be their 
deliverer before the eighteenth year of his age, as primate 
Usher observes in his Annal. ad A. M. 2849. 
f And called his name Samson.] Which, Josephus saith, 
signifies l^vpov, strong, or robust; but whence he derived 
it I cannot imagine. Some think from Shemesh, which sig- 
nifies the sun, which is a body of mighty force. So St. Je- 
rome, who thinks Samson is as much as their sun; a great 
light of Israel, as David is called. 

And the child grew, and the Lord blessed him.] As he 
grew up there plainly appeared in him extraordinary en- 
dowments of body and mind, which the Lord bestowed 
on him. 

Ver. 25; And the Spirit of the Lord began to move him.] 
To do some unusual things, beyond mere human* power, 
tvhich were specimens of an heroical virtue. The Targum 
translates it, the spirit of fortitude or courage, &c. 

At times.] Upon certain occasions, when it would be 
visible to the people, that God intended to work deliver- 
ance by him. 

In the camp of Dan, between Zorah and EshtaoL] See 
Chap, x vi. 31. There was no army of the Danites encamped 
where Samson displayed his valour; but this is the name 
of a place, called Machana-Dan (the camp of Dan), in 
which, perhaps, Samson lived. The reason of this name is 
given afterward in the* eighteenth chapter, ver. 12. where 
there is a history of an expedition of tho Danites; which, 
though placed after this, yet was really before the times of 
Samson. But this camp, it appears by that place, did not 
lie between Zorah and Eshtaol, but in the tribe of Judah, 
or in the very borders of it: therefore the word and must 
be here supplied; hi the camp of Dan, and between Zorah 
and Eshtaol, towards which that camp lay. If this be not 
allowed, we must suppose, that the six hundred men men- 
tioned xviii. 11. made their encampment between Zorah 
and Eshtaol, before they marched out of their own coun- 
try, and gave that place the same name which the other 
had near Kirjath-jcarim, where they encamped the first 
ni^ht. 
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Ver. 1. JLND Samson went down to Timnath.] A city in 
his own tribe, as we read Josh. xix. 47. (see there) but 
fallen, it is probable, into the possession of the Philistines, 
near to whose country it lay, who, at this time, oppressed 
tho Israelites, and made them their tributaries, tvhich did 
not hinder, but. rather promote, all manner of commerce 
between them. 

And saw a woman of Timnath, of the daughters of the 
Philistines.] That is, he fell in love with her; according to 
the vulgar saying among the Greeks, ck rov 6pav to lp$v, 
from looking comes loving* 

Ver. 2. And he came up, and told his father and his mother.] 
This was a part of the. honour they thought was owing to 
their parents, to advise with them about their marriage, of 
which they did not treat, but left it to their parents. So it 
seems, by this, to have been in ancient times, though their 
children were of age (as Samson is now supposed to be), 
and, according to the later doctors among the Jqws, fit to 
contract jharriage themselves. (Sec Selden, lib. ii. Uxor. 
Hebr. cap. 3. and sec above, xii. 9.) 

And said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the 
daughters of the Philistines ; now therefore get her for me 
to wife.] This was when Samson was about twenty-two 
years old, as primate Usher computes it, who thinks. Eli 
judged Israel at this time in civil affairs; but Sir J. Mar- 
sham makes account, as I observed, he died in the middle 
of this servitude. 

Ver. 3. And his father and his mother said unto him, Is 
there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren.] 
That is, in their own family. 

Or among all thy people.] In the whole tribe of Dan. 

That thou shouldest go to take a wife of the uncircum- 
cised Philistines ?] Which was against the law of. Moses, 
in Exod. xxxiv. 16. Dent. Vii. 3. For though .they were 
none of the seven nations of Canaan, yet they were under 
the same condemnation, and their land was given to the 
Israelites. 

And Samson said unto his father,. Get her for me; for she 
pleaseth me well.] His mother, some think, expressed such 
dislike to the motion, that he applied himself wholly to his 
father, and beseeched him to favour his choice, because 
he was deeply in. love, with her. 

Ver. 4. But his father and his mother knew not that it 
was of the Lord.] He felt some Divine motion in him, 
which carried him to this place to seek a wife; but his 
parents knew not of it till he told them (as some think), 
and then readily consented. 

That he sought an occasion against the Philistines.] 
Which he knew this treaty of marriage would give him, 
whether it succeeded or miscarried. 

For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.] 
They were still, as they had been several years, under the 
power of the Philistines, who treated them, it is likely, with 
such scorn and contempt, as if they had been their slaves. 

Ver. 5. Then went Samson down, and his father and 
his mother, to Timuath.] He overcame them byliis impor- 
tunity * or, perhaps, told them, as I said before, what a 
motion he felt from God to desire this match. 

And came to the vineyards of Timnath.] Unto which he 
turned aside, upon some occasion not here mentioucd. 
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Antf, behold, a young lion roared against him.'] Came 
with full mouth (as we speak) to devour him. By this, 
and many other places, it appears, there were lions in 
Judea, from whence several places had their names, as 
Lebaoth, Josh. xv. 32. and Beth-lebaoth, xix. 6. Every 
one also knows, that a young lion, come to his full strength, 
was the fiercest of all other. And so cephir (Kimchi ob- 
serves) is used for a lion grown, bigger than gur, which 
signifies a lion's whelp, 

Ver. 6. And tlie Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
him.'] The same Spirit mentioned in the last verse of the 
foregoing chapter; which endued him with extraordinary 
courage and undafcntedness of mind, together with a super- 
natural strength of body. 

And he rent him as he would have rent a kid.] That is, as 
easily and speedily. The Hebrew word certainly signifies 
to tear in pieces, and therefore, if it be true what Josephus 
saith, (lib. v, Antiq. cap. 10.) that he throttled him with his 
hand (ayx« rate X*P°i)> ^ G meaning is, that,, after he had 
strangled him, he rent him in pieces, . ; 

And he had nothing in his hand.] If he had encountered 
him being armed with some weapon, it had* been a bold 
action ; but when he was naked to receive his assault, was 
a miraculous resolution : by which he. was encouraged to 
undertake greater things, as David was by the same power 
given him. 

Bat he fold not his father nor his mother what he had 
done.] Being afraid, perhaps, that this action might come to 
the ears of the Philistines, which .might make them jealous 
of him. . . • 

Ver. 7. And he went down and talked with the woman:] 
Discoursed with her about marriage, which he propounded 
to-faer. * 

And she pleased Samson well.] All things were agreed, 
and she was espoused to him: but before the espousals 
she was converted to the Jewishjreligion, and made an en- 
tire proselyte, as R. Levi ben Gersbm, and Moses Mikotzi, 
and other Hebrew doctors say ; and then it was not unlaw- 
ful to marry a stranger, as Joshua, they say, did Rahab, 
(See Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 15-andBux- 
torf, de Sponsalibus et Divortiis,.sect. 31.) 

Ver. 8. And after a time.] In the Hebrew it is after- 
days; that is, a *year, as that phrase often signifies, and is 
so translated by us, Exod, xiii. 10. where tnijamim jamim is 
rightly translated from year to year. (Sec also Gen. iv, 3. 
and chap. xi. of this. book, ver. 4.) 

He returned to take her.] To complete his marriage: 
which was not wont to be celebrated between a man and a 
young virgin till twelve months after the espousals (as the 
Hebrew doctors say), that she might have so much time to 
adorn herself, and make herself every way fit for marriage, 
(See Selden, lib. ii.de Uxor. Hebr. cap. 8.) But if in 
that twelve months* time she lay with any other man, it was 
accounted adultery, and punished with death, because she 
was really his wife. 

And he turned aside to see the carcass of the lion.] Which 
was now a mere skeleton, the flesh being all consumed: 
and so the Syriac interpreter here renders it. 

And 9 behold, there was a swarm of bees and honey in the 
carcass of the Hon.] Bees arc observed, by Aristotle and 
others, to abhor stinking smells, and to abstain from flesh ; 
which hath* made some think it strange that a swarm, of 



bees should breed in the carcass of a lion ; but they did not 
consider that time had consumed the flesh, or it was oaten 
up by birds and beasts, and nothing but the bare bones 
remained; in which the bees did not breed, but settled 
themselves, when they swarmed, as they have done some- 
times in dead men's sculls and in their tombs, (See 
Bochart, in his Hierozoicon, p. 2. lib. iv. cap, 10. and Vos- 
sius de Orig. et Progressu Idolol. lib. iv. cap. 72.) ; 

Ver. 9.- And he took thereof in his hand.] Or, as the 
Syriac translates it, it dropped into his hands, from the 
combs, that is, which they had made either in the belly, as 
St. Ambrose thinks, or in the breast, as Josephus, or 
(which Vossius rather thinks) in the head, or in the mouth 
of the lion, as the LXX. and Vulgar understand it : 
though Bochartus thinks that, instead of iv &m6ji&k,m the 
mouth, it should be read in the LXX. Iv a^ixart Xiovrog, in 
the body of the lion. 

And went on eating.] Which was not unlawful, in case 
of hunger, though it was found in a carcass ; because such 
ceremonial laws, as forbid such things, were not observed 
in cases of necessity : as appears by David's eating, the 
shew-bread, and Elijah's eating food broughthim by ravens* 

And' came to his father and mother.] From whom he had 
turned aside for a while, as he did when they first went to 
Timnath, (ver. 5.) 

And he gave tjiem, and they did eat.] Wild honey being 
delicious food in that country, as many places shew, (Deut, 
£xxii. 13. and Psal. lxxxi. 16.) 

But he told them not that he had taken the honey out of 
tlie carcass of the lion.] For then, perhaps, they would not 
have eaten it. 

Ver. 10. So his father went down unto the woman.] (Toa 
gether with his wife and his son) to demand her, who was 
espoused to Samson, to consummate the marriage. 

And Samson made there a feast; for so used the young 
men to do.] According to the custom of all countries : 
which feast was called by the Jews the nuptial joy, with 
which no other was to be intermixed ; and alL labour 
ceased, as long as it lasted. (See Selden, lib. ii. Uxor, 
Hebr. cap. 11. p.* 172.) 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, when they saw him.] What 
a goodly person he was. '_ . . . , 

Tliat they brought thirty companions to be with him*] 
Her friends, out of respect to him, brought this great num- 
ber of bridemeu to honour his nuptials : but some of the 
Jews think they. had a further end in it, that they might 
serve as a guard to him, if he should attempt any disturb- 
ance; of which, they fancy, the Philistines were afraid* 
when they saw he was a man of might, 

Ver. 12. And Samson said unto them, I will now put 
forth a riddle unto you.] This shews how ancient the cusr 
torn was (which we find afterward among the Greeks), of 
proposing questions to be resolved in their compotations 
and feasts; that they might not be spent merely in dull 
eating and drinking, but there might be something to exer- 
cise. and whet the wits of. the company: and they called 
such riddles as these, which were contrived to puzzle men's 
thoughts, by. the name of ypfyog, which the scholiast upon 
Aristophanes defines to be irapoiviov Zwnfia, a question put 
among their cups. Athenaeus discourses largely of such 
problems, as they also called them, in his Deipnosophists. 
(See Bochart, in his Hierozoicon, p, 2. lib. iv. cap, 12.) .* 
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If you can certainly declare it within the seven days of 
the feast.'] So long the nuptial solemnity was wont to con- 
tinue in ancient times, (Gen. xxix. 27.) They could not 
shorten the days, as tho Jewish doctors tell us, but they 
might lengthen them ; as they did at Tobit's marriage, 
when the solemnity continued fourteen days, though ac- 
cording to custom they were bound to keep but three, 
she being a widow, as Selden observes in the forenamed 
book, ' p. 185. and Buxtbrf in his Synagoga Judaica, 
cap. 85. 

v And find it out, then Iw-ill give you thirty sheets, and 
thirty change of garments.] The Greeks followed this ex- 
ample, and gave rewards to him who resolved tho question 
- proposed, but set a mulct on those that could not. 

* Ver. 33. But if you cannot declare it, then you shall give 
me thirty sheets, and thirty change of garments.] Most take 
sidinim (from whence the word sindou seems to come) for 
such linen cloths as the whole body may be wrapped in; 
and therefore properly translated sheets : and change of gar- 
vients signify new robes, which they might change for the 
old : but of the word sindon, see Braunius de VcstituSacerd; 
Hebr. lib. i. cap. 7. n. 7. 

And they said unto him, Put forth thy riddle, that we 
may hear it.] They agreed to the conditions, and bade him 
propound it. 

Vex; 14. 'And lie said unto them, Out of the eater came 
forth, meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness.] 
The opposition is manifest in the first part of the riddle, 
but not in the second ; for weakness is opposed to strength, 
not sweetness, whose opposite is bitterness, or sharpness : 
but Bochartus hath ingeniously observed; that these two 
words are sometimes confounded; for, in the Arabic lan- 
guage, thp word mirra, which signifies strength, comes 
from marra, which signifies to be bitter: and so it is 
among the Latins, where acer, a sharp man, is as much as 
ii valiant man, who eagerly (as we speak) engaged his ene- 
mies : and this very word (as he and others have noted) is 
used of lions, whom Ovid in his Fasti calls^ 

" Genus acre leonum." 



And therefore tho riddle is truly this : Food came from the 
devourer, and sweetness from that which is eager and sharp ; 
i. e.' fierce. ' 

And they could not in three days expound the riddle.] 
Whereupon (it appears by what follows) they applied 
themselves to his wife, and desired her (with good words, 
it is likely, at first) to try what she could do by her ca- 
resses, to persuade him to unriddle it to her. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass, that on the seventh day.] 
Which was the last day of tho feast; when they were in 
danger to loso their wager. . . 

They said unto Sainson's wife, Entice thy husband, that 
he may declare to us the riddle.] By letting her know it; 
.who they expected would tell it them. 

Lest we burn thee and thy father's house with fire.] From 
entreaties they now betake themselves to threatcnings, and 
thoso very terrible ; which they concluded would make her 
as pressing upon them as they were upon her. 
• Have ye called us.] This signifies that they were invited 
by her friends to the feast. 

To take what ive have?] To make us pay very dear for 
our good cheer. 



Is it not so?] Will not your kindness conclude in rude- 
ness, by stripping us of our raiment? 

Ver. 1G. And Samson's wife w pi before him.] She added 
tears to her entreaties. ,' 

And said, Thou dost but hate me, and lovest me not : thou 
hast pttt forth a riddle unto the children of my people, and 
hast not told it me.] This w r as prudent enough, to pretend to 
doubt of his affection, because he concealed this secret 
from her; for a new married couple are usually so kind as 
freely to unbosom themselves one to another. 

And he said unto her, Behold, I have not told it my father 
and my mother.] With whom he had been long acquainted. 
And shall I tell it thee?] Whom he did not yet so well 
know as to be sure she could keep a secret. 

Ver. 17. And she wept before him the seven days, while the 
feast lasted.] That is, the restpf the seven days of the feast 
which remained after the third, she importuned hirh conti- 
nually with tears, and upbraided him, I suppose,w r ithwant 
of kindness to her, as the foregoing verse imports. 

And it came to pass, on the seventh day, that he told, be- 
cause she lay sore upon him.] Made him very uneasy by her 
importunity, which he could not resist, though he had con- 
quered the lion. 

And she told the riddle to the children of her people.] For 
whom she had more affection ' than for her husband, or 
feared their displeasure more than his. 

Verl 18. And the men of the city said nntb him on the seventh 
day, before the sun went down.] Just before the time was 
expired, which was prefixed for the solution of the riddle. 

Wliat is sweeter than honey? and what is stronger than a 
lion?] This is a compendious answer to the latter part of 
the question, which sufficiently comprehends the first: and 
St. Ambrose thinks, that, as soon as this answer w r as out 
of their mouth, Samson immediately interposed and said, 
What is more perfidious than a woman? which he had out 
of Josephus, who saith the same ; and something like it 
follows in the next words. 

And he said unto them, If ye had not ploughed with my 
heifer, ye had t not found out my riddle.] The meaning is, 
that without the assistance of his wife (whom he compares 
to a young heifer, which is not yet subdued to the yoke of 
obedience) they had continued still as ignorant as they had 
been all the time of the feast. Balbag, indeed, and some 
others, take the word ploughed in a lascivious sense ; as if 
he meant that they had lain with his wife, or otherwise they 
had not got the secret out of her. But the words will not 
bear this interpretation ; for he doth not say, If ye had not 
ploughed my heifer (which might have been so interpreted), 
but, If ye had not ploughed with my heifer; which plainly 
implies using her help to find out what they desired. (See 
Bochart. par. i. Hicrozoicon, lib. ii. cap. 41.) 

Ver. 19. And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him.] 
Which he had not always ; but at special seasons it moved 
him, and gave him power to do extraordinary things, which 
otherwise had not been warrantable.. (See ver. 6. and 
xiii. ult.) 

And he went down toAskelon.] A city of the Philistines/ 

And sleiv thirty men of them.] As they were making 
merry, it is probable, cither in the field, or the city, at some 
public solemnity,, when great companies used to be ga- 
thered together, and to appear in their best apparel. 

And took their spoil.] Whatsoever they had about them ; 
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and perhaps they that fled left a great many things behind, 
them. 

And gave change of garments unto them that expounded 
the fiddle.] Together with the sheets Ke promised; which 
he purchased, perhaps, with the spoil. 

And his anger was kindled,] Against his wife for be- 
traying him, and against his companions for their under- 
hand dealing/ 

And he ivent up to his father's house.] Left his wife with 
her own relations, and went to live at home with his father. \ 
It is plain by the whole story, that Timnath lay low, there 
being a descent from his father's house to it, unto which 
they went up from thence, (ver. 1, 2. 5.7. 10.) 

Ver. 20. And Samson's wife was given to his companion.] 
She it Seems was as angry as he; and looking upon her- 
self as forsaken/ was easily persuaded to marry one of his 
bridemen. 

Whom he used as his friend.] With whom he was more 
familiar, and treated him with greater kindness than he 
did the rest that honoured him with their company. For 
he, I suppose, was the principal brideman, who was called 
by the name of the friend of the bridegroom, as we read in 
the gospel of St. John, iii. 20. (See Selden, lib. ii. Uxor. 
Hebr. cap. 16. p. 200, &c.) This usage, no doubt, incensed 
Samson the more afterward against them ; for he saw there 
was no faith in any of them. . 



CHAP. XV.' 

Ver. 1. JjLND it came to pass within a while after.] In the 
Hebrew tho word is mijamim; which in other places sig- 
nifies after a year, (sec xiv. 8.) when his anger was ap- 
peased. 

In the time of wheat-harvest.] Which was about the feast 
of Pentecost; a time of great joy. 

That Samson visited his wife with a kid.] Which was no 
contemptible present, as appears by the story of Judah 
and Tamar, Gen. xxxviii. 17. For it was a delicious food, 
not only in Judca, but in other countries, as Bochartus 
hath shewn in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 2. 

And he said, I will go in unto my wife into the chamber.] 
He attempted, with the usual freedom which husbands have 
with their wives, to go into her apartment, and enjoy her 
company. 

But her father would not suffer him to go in.] For the. 
reason following in the next verse. 

Ver. 2. And her father said, I verily thought thou hadst 
utterly hated her.] He thought he had good grounds to con- 
clude he would never come near her more, having not 
heard from him a whole twelvemonth. 

Therefore I gave her to thy companion.] Whom it is 
likely she loved, having contracted an acquaintance with 
him by the friendship he had with her husband, (xiv. 
ult.) For though she was (as the Hebrew doctors suppose) 
a proselyte to the Jewish religion, yet she was not so well 
instructed r as to know that it was not lawful, by their law, 
to marry another, till Samson had given her a bill of di- 
vorce; which he had not done, intending to return again 
to her. 

Is not her younger sister fairer than she ? take her; I pray 
thee, instead of her.] He had no mind to quairel withSam- 
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son; and therefore endeavoured to assuage his anger with 
the offer of his other daughter, who was more beautiful 
than her who had forsaken him. This, indeed, was con-- 
trary to. the law of Moses; but the Philistines, it seems, 
continued their old abominable customs, which God in- 
tended, by giving his law, to abolish, (Lev. xviii. 24.. 
27.30.) , ... 

- Ver. 3. And Samson said concerning them, Now shall J' 
be more blameless than the Philistines, though I do them a 
displeasure.] He seems to have turned away in scorn and 
indignation, without making a reply to 'his father-in-law;, 
but told the next persons he met, that he would be re- 
venged of tbe Philistines for the wrong that had been done * 
him; and that they might blame themselves for the mis- 
chief he intended them. By which it appears, that the 
people of that place approved of this marriage, and per- 
haps honoured it by their presence; whom Samson re-'., 
solved therefore to chastise, not as a private person, but as 
appointed by God to vindicate the oppression of the 
Israelites. Which Grotius thinks he did ex naturali jure,'* 
as a piece of natural justice. (See lib. ii. do Jure Belli et* 
Pacis, cap. 20. sect. 8. n. 3.) 

Ver. 4. And Samson went and caught three hundred 
foxes.] Some make a difficulty to believe this, because 
foxes are subtle creatures, and not easily caught: but they/ 
should consider such things as these, which Bochartus 
hath represented, that this country abounded with foxes, 
from whence several places had their names, .particu- 
larly one in the tribe of Dan, (see chap. i. 35. and Josh. 
xix. 42.) and that under this name of foxes may be com- 
prehended a creature very like a fox, called thoes, which ■. 
go together in herds; so that two hundred (as good authors 1 
report) have been seen in a company together. And next, 
it is not said he caught these at one time, or in a day and 
a night; but there might be a Aveekor a month's time, 
allowed for the accomplishment of his design; in .which 
his servants, and neighbours, and friends, no doubt, as- 
sisted him, if he desired, it; so that such a number might 
be caught in a short time: for they were not caught, as 
some imagine, only by hunting, but in snares and nets, as 
he demonstrates in his Hierozoicon, lib. iii. cap." 13.. 
where, in answer to such as ask why ho' chose foxes 
rather than dogs, or some other creatures, he thinks it is 
sufficient to say, that he brought about two ends; by the 
same means freeing the country from a great many nox- 
ious animals, by which he did much hurt unto their enemies. 

And took firebrands, and turned tail to tail.] Which he 
tied together with a cord; yet not close, but at a distance, 
that they might run the better. 

' And put a firebrand in the midst between two tails.'] 
Which he so fastened, that it should not fall off by their 
motion. 

Ver. 5. And when he had set the brands on fire, he let 
them go into the standing corn of the Philistines.] Near, 
unto which he let them loose; and they naturally ran into 
it to hide themselves from the fire; of which they are ob- 
served to be afraid. Beside, being coupled, they could 
not run into their holes. 

And burnt up both the shocks, and also the standing 
corn.] By this it appears^ that it was in the midst of 
wheat-harvest when this was done; some corn being cut, 
and other still standing; but all consumed. For the fire 
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being once begun, the fox&s were the more affrighted, and 
desiring to run from it, this still carried it to another place, 
where there was corn left, till they had burnt it quite up: 
beside, it is observed by the same author, that foxes do not 
run, straight forward, but they make many turnings, by 
which means they destroyed tho more. 

With the vineyards and olives.'] Foxes are observed to 
love grapes, and Solomon speaks of them as noxious, to 
vineyards, (Cant ii. 15.) whither they ran to satiate their 
hunger, after they had been long kept up by Samson. 
Some think, that as part of, the three hundred foxes wero 
sent among the corn, so the. other part among the. vinos and 
olives: or, perhaps, being all let into the corn, and finding 
the flame increasing there, they went to seek shelter in the 
vineyards, whither they carried the fire. 

Bochartus observes. a very famous monument of this 
fact of Samson's, in Ovid's fourth book of his Fasti; where 
he saith, the Romans were wont every year, in the middle 
of April, to let loose some foxes in the Circus, with burning 
torches fastened unto their backs. The original of which 
custom, he justly thinks, could not be from so small an 
occasion as Ovid mentions, from the report of an old man 
he met withaL But that it was derived from hence, may 
well he questioned; because, though it fell out at the same 
time of the year that Samson did this thing, yet one can 
give no reason why the Phoenicians (from whom the Ro- 
mans must he supposed to borrow it) should celebratethe 
memory of this mischief which Samson did them, in such 
a representation of it. (See him, in the place beforemen- 
tioned, p. 856, 857, &c.) 

. Ver. 6. Then the Philistines said, Who hath done this ?] 
The owners of the corn, or perhaps tho country in general, 
made an inquiry after the author of this mischief. 

And they answered, Samson, the son-in-laiv of the Tint- 
7iite, because he had taken his ivife, and given her to his com- 
panion.] Some of those who heard Samson's threatening 
words, (ver. 3.) it is likely, gave this information. 

. And the Philistines came up, and burnt her and her father 
tvithfire.] I suppose they burnt their house, and them in it. 
Whereby that very calamity came upon her, which she 
sought to avoid by hetraying her husband, (xiv. 15.) 

Ver. 7. And Samson said, Tliough you have done this.'] 
The words in the Hehrew are a concise form of speech, If 
ye had done after this manner ; that is, punished them 
sooner for the injury done him, it might havo seemed love 
of justico; but now they did it only out of love to them- 
selves. 

< Yet will I be avenged of you.] Or, but I will surely take 
a farther revenge of you. Unto which, no doubt, ho was 
moved not by his own private spirit, but by that Spirit 
which raised him up to deliver God's people from their 
oppressors. 

And then I will cease.] That is, unless they gave him 
further occasion, there should be an end of this quarrel. 

» Ver. 8. And he smote them hip and thigh.] It is hard to 
understand the meaning of this; of which Josephus only 
saith, that he slew many of them, lv Trt&y tCov Uakaitmvtov, 
in a field of the Philistines ; but saith not a word concern- 
ing the import of hip and thigh. But the Chaldee para- 
phrast interprets it, lie smote both footmen and horsemen, 
the one resting on their legs (as the Hebrew word schock 
signifies), and the other on their thighs, as they sat close to 



their horses. They that think this to be forced, taker the 
meaning to be, that he smote them both on their legs and 
their Hughs, as they fled away, so as to disable them from 
any service, though he did not.kill them. I omit other in- 
terpretations. 

With a great slaughter*] The word is with a great 
stroke, and so. the LXX. translate it, which agrees Svell 
with the last interpretation, that ho sorely wounded them. 

And he went down.] With respect to the country of the 
Philistines he went up (as appears by thQ next verse), but 
from the mountainous part of Judea, where he was, Iiq first 
went down. 

And dwelt in the top*oftlie rock Etarn.] A strong place 
in the tribe of Judah (as Josephus relates), to the top of 
which no more than one man could come abreast, as we 
speak. By all this, and by what follows in the rest of his 
history, it is plain that Samson had no commission from 
God, nor was moved by him to raise an army, and make 
open w r ar (as Gideon, and Jephthah, and others did), for 
the deliverance of Israel from the yoke of the Philistines, 
but only to weaken them, and to kqep them in awe, that, 
out of dread of him, they might be less cruel in their op- 
pression. And this, no doubt, he understood to be all that 
God intended to do by him, from the- words of the angel, 
(xiii. 5.) "He shall begin to deliver Israel." 

Ver. 9. TJien the Philistines went - up and pitched, in, 
Judah.] With a great number of men, as if they intended 
an absolute conquest of their country. 

And spread themselves in Lehi.] A place so called after- 
ward, from the jaw-bone wherewith Samson smote them. 

Ver. 10. And the men of Judah said, Whij are ye come 
?tp against us?] Since they paid their tribute (as Josephus 
observes) and had committed no offence against them, not 
having taken part with Samson in any thing he had done,, 
they might well expostulate with them about this invasion. 

And they answered, To bind Samson are we come up.] 
They soon satisfied them that they had no quarrel with 
them, but only with Samson, whom, if they would deliver 
up bound to them, they would withdraw their army. 

To do to him as he hath done to usJ) Punish him for the 
injuries he had dono them; or rather, put him to death, as 
he had killed many of them. 

Ver. 11. Then three thousand of the men of Judah went 
to the top of the rock Etam.] In the Hebrew it is went 
down; i. e. into the cave where he was in the top of the 
rock : for it is said, ver. 13. that they brought him up to 
the Philistines, whereas -from the top of the rock it was 
down. 

And said unto Samson, Knowest thou not that the Phi- 
listines are rulers over us?] And therefore not to be offended 
by us. 

Wliat is it that thou hast done tintous?] To provoke* 
them to come against Judah. 

• And he said unto them, As they did unto me, so I have 
done unto them.] He saith nothing of any motion he had 
from God to do what he had done, but only tells them, 
that he had merely requited the wrong he had received 
from the Philistines. 

Ver. 12. And they said unto him, We are come down to 
bind thee, that rve may deliver thee into the hands of the 
Philistines.] They came with a little army, to shew they 
could by force take him ; but they rather desired he would 
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quietly resign himself to them, that they might deliver him 
bound to the Philistines. 

And Samson said unto them, Swear unto me, that ye will 
not fall upon ine yourselves.'] He doth not upbraid them 
with their base cowardice, in coming so many against one 
man, and that to give up their deliverer into their enemies' 
hands, but consents to their desire, on condition that they 
would solemnly engage to do him no hurt themselves ; for 
he was unwilling to "shed (he blood of his brethren, as 
he might have done, if they had attempted any thing 
against him. 

Ver. 13. And they spake unto him, saying, No, but we 
will bind thee jast, and deliver thee into their hands; but 
surely we will not kill thee.'] They promised to do as he 
desired, if he would submit to be bound and delivered .unto 
the Philistines, who would not be otherwise satisfied. 

And they bound him with two new cords, and brought him 
up from the rock.] To put him absolutely into the power of 
the Philistines : for two cords, and those fresh and new, 
wherewith they bound him, were sufficient to shew their 
real desire to comply with their demands. 

Ver. 14. And when they came unto Lehi.] Where the 
Philistines had spread themselves, (ver. 9.) 

The Philistines shouted against him:] As. soldiers used 
to do, when they had gotten a great victory, their mis- 
chievous enemy being fallen into their hand. 

And the^Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him.] Or, 
But the Spirit of the Lord, &c. Their joy was instantly 
quashed; for, by the mighty power »of God, the cords 
immediately snapped in sunder. 

The cords that were upon his aims became as flax that 
was burnt with fire.] Which is consumed in a moment. 

And his bands loosed from his hands.] The Hebrew, to 
express how speedily and easily they were loosed, saith, 
they melted, or were dissolved, as wax is by the fire. 

Ver. 15. And he found a new jaw-bone of an ass.] Of an 
ass that had not been long dead. So the word terijah sig- 
nifies, which Kimchi here saith is an Arabic .word, signi- 
fying moist and fresh, and, therefore, not so brittle as one 
that is dry, and hath laid long in the air and the sun. (See 
Bochart, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 15.) 

And put forth his hand and took it.] The providence of 
God laid it in his way, that he might not be wholly un- 
armed, when he had a numerous company of enemies to 
deal Withal. 

And slew a thousand men therewith.] The Philistines, no 
doubt, were strangely amazed to see the cords fall so ea- 
sily, and suddenly, from his hands, and to .sec him come 
boldly, or rather furiously, towards them, which put them 
in a confusion, and gave him such advantage against; them, 
that he made this great slaughter among them ; wherein 
was fulfilled the promise of Moses, Lev. xxvL8. where .he 
saith expressly, *' One man of you shall chase a thousand." 
It is not unlikely, also, that the Philistines might fear, the 
men of Judah, on this occasion, would join with him, which 
made them turn their backs and expose themselves to 
slaughter. But it was by a wonderful strength which God 
infused into him,' that he was able to pursue them so long, 
till he had done such execution, which is incredible only 
to those who do not consider the power of God, who can 
Taisc our powers to what degree he pleases, and enfeeble 
the spirits of those \vho oppose his designs : so that they 
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shall have no power to help themselves. It may not be 
amiss also here < to note, that there are instsmces:qf men, 
who, by their natural courage, have made great havoc 
among their enemies : for Flavius Vopiscus reports, that 
Aurelian, in the Sarmatic war, slew forty-eight mem with 
•his own hands in one day; and in divers days, nine hun- 
dred and fifty : upon which the boys made a- song, and 
shouted in their dances, after a military manner, Mille, 
Mille, Mille, Mille, Mille; Mille, decollavimus. Units homo, 
: Mille, Mille, &c. Mille, Mille, vivat, qui Mille, Mille 
occidit. And, upon ano.ther occasion, another little song 
was made of him, which §alma$ius found^thus disposed jn 
ancient MS. 

Mille Sarmatas, Mille Francos 
Semel et Semel occidimus 
Mille Persas quarimus. 

Ver. 16. And Samson said.] .Then he. composed a tri- 
umphant song. 

With the jaw-bone of an ass, heaps upon heaps; with the 
jaiu-bone of an ass have I slain a thousand men.] ^This ^eems 
to have been, the beginning, and, perhaps, the end of the 
song. In which ,>yords, Belehi hachqmpr. chamorcha mqra- 
thaim, every onejmay observe a.gr^ceful.allusion ; cliamo? 
signifying both an ass, and also a heap. * 

Ver. 17. And it came to pass, that when. he had made an 
. end of speaking.] Of reciting the song beforcmentioned, 
which contained. more than these few wprtfs, as this phrase 
seems to import. 

That he cast the jaw-bone out of his hq,nd.~] Which he 
held there while he was speaking. 

And called that place Jlama<th-lehi.] That is, the projec- 
tion, or casting away, of the jaw;-bone, as the Chaldee jind 
Kimchi interpret it, for, so the xtor&rama signifies, to throw 
, any thing ifromjone. It is called, ver. .9. and 14. simply 
Lehi; it feing usual to leave put the beginning of ,nam^s, 
as I have often observed, Salem being put-for^ Jerusalem, 
and Shittfm for Abel-Shittim, &c. - • 

Ver. 18. And he was sore athirst.]; By his great toil, jn 
the fight, and by his spealpng.so long, and sq'earnestly, as 
it is likely he did afterward. 

And he Called on the Lord, and said, Thou hast gipen. this 
great deliverance into the hand of thy servant-] 'This is $n 
express confutation of the fancy of Josepbus, ( that Ggd 
sent this thirst upon hip, as a punishment for not giving 
him the glory of his victory, but ascribing it to his own 
strength ; for which I can see no colour : for though £fqd 
be not mentioned in his song, but only (he jaw-bone, yet 
that was in itself so weak an instrument, that his acknow- 
ledging twice it was the only thing wherewith he slew so 
many, was a sufficient signification, that he ascribed not 
the victory to human power, but to the power of God, 
.whose Spirit he felt come mightily upon him, when he set 
upon them: but what is there tacitly, insinuated, is here in 
so many words expressed. 

Andnoiv shall 1 die for thirst, and fall jnto ithejiqnds of 
the uncirenmcised?] It seems he wasjqry faint, for.yrant of 
some refreshment, which, made Jiim $o earnestly implore 
relief from God, who,- he knew, would not fail .to supply 
hini in so great a necessity : for, the remembrance of former 
benefits, when we thankfully acknowledge them, is a mighty 
support to- faith, m the expectance of future ; beside, he 
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represents himself to God as a servant of his, who had 
taken all this pains, not to satisfy his own revenge, but by 
; his instigation, and for the deliverance of his people. 

Ver.19. And God clave a hollow place that was in thejawJ] 
The Hebrew word mactes properly signifies the socket in 
which the great teeth in the jaw are fastened, (as Bochartus 
evidently proves, par. i. Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. 1G.) one of 
which teeth he made drop out, and then caused water to come 
forth out of that hollow place: but our great primate fol- 
lows those who think God made a cleft in some part of the 
earth, in that place called Lchi, from whence ho made a 
fountain of water to spring up. And* so Josephus saith, 
he brought it, k-ara nvog irhpac, out of a certain rock. 

And there came water thereout.'] From this cavity he 

caused water to issue (whereas blood is wont to flow when 

a tooth is plucked out), just as he brought water out of a 

rock in the wilderness, and made the meal and the oil to 

'multiply in tho widow of Sarepta's vessels. 

And when he had drunk.'] It is probable- he took up the 
jaw, when he saw the water bubble out of it, and let it run 
into his mouth till he had quenched his thirst. . 

His spirit came again, and he revived.] He was so spent, 
it seems, that he was ready to die, till God sent him this 
water, unto which his power gave such a spirit, that it was 
as reviving as a draught of wine. 

Wherefore he called the name thereof En-hakkore, which 
is in Lehi.] Or, as Bochart, I think, more truly renders it, 
Enhakkore-asher Belehi ; that is, the fountain of him that 
called, which is in the jaw. (See him in the abovemen- 
tioned place, p. 205.) 

Unto this day.] Some have imagined, that the fountain 
' continued in Lehi unto the time that this book was written: 
but Bochart there observes, that these words, unto this day, 
are not to be joined with those next before; for they are 
separated by an accent which divides them; and therefore 
the meaning is, that it is called to this day by the name 
foreraentioned. 

Ver. 20. And he judged Israel in the days of the Philis- 
tines twenty years.] All his time they remained under the 
power of the Philistines, who, they confess, (ver. Ii.) were 
their rulers, as they continued to be for forty years together, 
(xiii. 1.) of which these twenty were a part. In which he 
was not able to perfect their deliverance/ but only began 
it by several small defeats he gave the Philistines, and se- 
veral damages he did them: but, after all, he left the Is- 
raelites under their dominion ; nor was there any deliverer 
arose till Samuel, who; I observed before, completed what 
Samson began, (1 Sam. vii. 13.) 



CHAP. XVI. 

Ver.'l. JL HEN went Samson to Gaza.] His late victory 
made him 4 despise the Philistines, as Josephus thinks (ko- 
ra<f>povutv twv UaXaiariviov), and adventure to go, in a bravery, 
into one of their principal cities, which lay in the south 
part of their country, towards Egypt. But it seems to me 
niore likely, that he went thither secretly and unobservedly, 
in the dusk of the evening, or in a disguise, that he might 
the better spy in what posture they were, and what advan- 
tage life might possibly have of tliem. v 
And saw there a harlot.] Who kept, it is likely, a public- 



house to entertain strangers; but was as public herself; 
which had been the condition of Itahab. So Josephus lv 
tivI to)v KaTciyuyow SUTptfie, he toon up his lodging in one of 
the public inns of the city. 

And went in unto her.] Was ensnared by her beauty to 
lie with her. 

Ver. 2. And it was told the Gazites.] The magistrates of 
the city. 

Saying, Samson is come hither.] By this it appears his 
coming thither was not publicly known; but by some 
means or other discovered: perhaps by the woman herself, 
into whose house he went, who gave private information of 
his being there. 

And they compassed him' in,] The meaning is not that 
they beset the house ; for the next words shew the con- 
trary; that they intended to seize him as he went out of 
the city. 

And laid wait for him all night at the gate of the city.] 
Especially in that gate which led to his own country. 

And were quiet all night.] Made no noise, for fear lie 
should be alarmed, and contrive some way of escape; or 
desperately set upon them, and break through the guards. 

Saying, In the morning, when it is day, we shall kill him,] 
He would fall into their hands they imagined; having no 
apprehension of danger. 

Ver. 3. And Samson lay till midnight.] When he was ad- 
monished, perhaps by a dream, to be gone; or had some 
intelligence from his servants (whom he set to watch) that 
they lay in wait for him. 

And arose at midnight.] In the dead time of the night, 
when nobody was stirring; and the soldiers themselves, 
perhaps, asleep: imagining he would lie till morning. 
■ And took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two 
posts, and went away with tliem, bar and all] He did not 
stay to break them open, but plucked up the posts out of 
the ground, with the doors hanging upon them fast barred ; 
which so astonished the guards, that they had no heart to 
follow him. 

And put them upon his shoidders.] He seems to have car- 

. ried them a little way in his hands, and then lifted them up 

to his . shoulders, and carried them before their faces in 

triumph. Which 'argued a mighty strength, and no less 

confidence in God. 

And carried them up to the top of a hill that is before 
Hebron.] Some take this hill to have been near Hebron ; 
which was twenty miles from this place. But it is more 
probable (as Peter Martyr conjectures) it lay between Gaza 
and Hebron; within the view of both: that inhabitants of 
the one city might behold them to their confusion ; and they 
of the other to their encouragement to hope for deliverance. 

Ver. 4. And it came to'pass afterward.*] How long after 
is not known. 

That he lovqi a woman in the valley of Sorek, whose name 
was Delilah.] It is certain that Sorek was a place in the 
laud of Judea; famous for choico vines, (as Bochart ob- 
serves, from Gen. xlix. 11. Isa. v. 2. Jer. ii. 21.) and not 
above a mile and a half from Eschol; whence the spies 
brought a bunch of grapes, for a sample of the fruitfulness 
of the country. Unto this place damson retired to refresh 
himself, perhaps, after his labours, with tho delights of it ; 
and there saw a woman, witii whom he fell in love. But 
whether she was a woman of Israel, or one of the daughters 
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of the Philistines, (who now were rulers of the country of 
Judah, xv. 11.) and whether he loved her as his wife, or 
kept company with her as a harlot; is not here signified. 
St. Chrysostom and others are of opinion, that he was mar- 
ried to her. But then, one w r ould think, there should have 
been some briefmention of their wedding solemnities ; or 
of bis bringing her home to his own house. And the Phi- 
listines would not have been so bold as to attempt to draw 
her into their party, and bribe her to betray him into their, 
hands. Which argues she had not the affection of a wife to 
him ; but was a mercenary woman, that would do any thing 
to get money. And so Josephus understands it, IIa/>£j3cuve 
dl vdn to, irargia, &c. He forsook the institutions of his coun- 
try, and followed the degenerate manners of strange people, 
IpavStis ywaiKOQ hatptZofilvnc, being enamoured with a har- 
lot among the. Philistines:' which was the beginning of all 
the evils that befel him. For he did not keep her company 
for a night; but dwelt with her, and gave up himself so en- 
tirely to her, that he doated on her. 

Ver. 5. And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her.] 

-There were five of them in all, (as we read, iii. 3.) who, it 

is likely, all joined together to make a purse (as we speak) 

wherewith to. corrupt her; and sent their agents to make 

large offers to her, if she would come into their interests.. 

And said unto her, Entice him, and see wherein his great 
strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against 
him.] It is probable, that he. had often declared that the 
source of his strength was a secret, known only to himself; 
which they hoped he might, with her blandishments, entice 
him to reveal unto her. . ... 

That we may bind him, and afflict him.] That she might 
not startle at the proposal, they tell her, they had no in- 
tention to kill him ; but only to keep him fast in chains, and 
• afflict him; so as to make him humble, and bring him low, 
that he might not be able to do them more mischief. 

And we xvill give thee, every one of us, eleven hundred 
pieces of silver.] By which is commonly understood so many 
shekels; which made in all five thousand five hundred, 
which make almost two Hebrew talents. For the Jews 
make it a rule, that where pieces of silver are .mentioned, the 
meaning is shekels. (See Gen. xxiii. 15.) 

Ver. G. And Delilah said unto Samson, Tell me, I pray 
tltee, ivhere thy great strength lieth.] She did not bluntly 
ask him this question, but, as Josephus very probably tells 
. the story, the next time they were eating and drinking to- 
gether/and ho was caressing her, she fell into an admira- 
: tion of all his wonderful deeds, and highly extolled them; 
desiring him to tell her how he came so much to excel all 
other men in strength. 

And wherewith thou mightest be bound to afflict thee.] So 
that he should not be able to help himself. 

Ver. 7. And Sanison said unto her, If they bind me with 
seven green withes that were never dried, then shall I be 
, weak, and be as another man.] Her last words, perhaps, 
made him suspect something. However, hi <ppovtiv Ivx 1 "- 
pbc ?v (as Josephus speaks), he was yet strong in his under- 
standing, and not perfectly besotted on her; and therefore 
did not trust her with this important secret, but answered 
her deceitfully. Which cannot be excused from being a 
downright lie ; unless we suppose, he only jested with her, 
not believing she would take such an improbable thing for 
a truth. 



Ver. 8. Then the fords of the Philistines brought up to her 
seven green withes which had not been dried.] It seems they 
lurked somewhere thereabout, that they might be informed 
speedily of what passed. And they took care to provide the 
withes themselves, that there might be no defect in them. 

And she bound him with them.] KaStvdovra [izSvovtcl, &c. 
She bound him hard with the withes, when he was asleep, 
and full of drink, as Josephus speaks. 

Ver. 9.'Noiv there were men lying in wait, abiding with 
her in the chamber.] In another room of the house, near to 
that where Samson slept, she had placed a band of soldiers 
(as Josephus also interprets it), who were ready, upon no- 
tice, to seize hiin. This is an argument that Delilah was 
not his wife; for in his own house, where he had his ser- 
vants about him, .it had not been possible for her to 
have placed soldiers secretly in any room without their 
knowledge. ; ; .- > 

And she* said unto him, Tlte Philistines be upon thee y 
Samson.] One would .think they might. have set upon him 
when he was in a deep sleep. But the plot was otherwise 
laid between them and Delilah ; and they thought it not safe 
to come near a sleeping lion, for fear he should chance to 
awake, and tear them in pieces. 

And he brake the withes as a thread of tow is broken when 
it toucheth the fire: so his strength was not known.] They 
found he was as subtle as he was strong; having deluded 
both her and them. 

Ver. 10. And Delilah said unto Samson, Behold, thou 
liast mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, 
wlietewith thou mightest be bound.] The Hebrew, writers 
rightly observe, that she did not say this to him immedi- 
ately after the other; but at the next opportunity she took 
occasion to complain of his want of kindness in not ac- 
quainting her with what she desired to know; as if she was 
not able to keep the secret of a friend, which it was not fit 
for any body else to understand, as Josephus expresses it. 

Ver. 11. If they bind me fast with new ropes that tcere 
never occupied, then shall I be weak, and be as another man.] . 
•He persists in his resolution to delude her. 

Ver. 12. Delilah therefore took new ropes, and boundhim 
therewith.] This looked more like truth than the former, 
and she took care, no doubt, to have the strongest ropes 
that they could get. And then made him a new entertain- 
ment, where he ate and drank till he was heavy with sleep ; 
and then she took the opportunity to bind him as she had 
done before. 

And said unto him,. The Philistines be upon thee, Samson 
(and there, were Hers in wait in the chamber).] In the inner 
room, where they were formerly disposed .so. secretly, that 
Samson knew not of it; for if he had, he would have dis- 
covered her treachery. . . - , 

\And he broke them from off his arms, like a thread.] 
Which deterred them from breaking out upon him. 

Ver. 13. And Delilah said unto Samson; Hitherto thai 

hast mocked, and told me lies; tell me wherewith thou 

* might est be bound.] She prays him t now to deal, sincerely 

.with her; for she persisted as resolutely in her attempts 

to draw the secret from him as he did in concealing it; 

which he still continued to,do. u , • / , 

And he said unto her, If thou weavest the' locks of my 
head.] The Nazarites being bound never to cut their hari, 
did not, l m suppose, let it hang loose, but curled it up in 
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locks, or plaited and broidercd it after the manner of a chain: 
and Samson's hair was distributed into seven of these 
plaited locks. (See Dr. Spencer concerning this, lib. ill. 
cap. G. dissert. 1. p. 685.) 

With the web.] He seems to direct her to wrap these 
seven locks about a weaver's beam (as the Chaldee under- 
stands It), or to weave them one within another, So that they 
should bo but one lock, and then he should be like another 
man, which is here to be understood. Ahdinthishe comes 
a little nearer to the truth, but still deceives. 

Ver. 14. And slie fastened it with a pin.] ^ztiheyrbight 
keep tight and not bo unloosed. 

And said, The Philistines bevpon ihee, Samson. And he 
awaked out of his sleep.] This shews that she had taken the 
former advantages of him in his sl£ep. 

And he went away with the pin of the beam, and with the 
web.~\ And thereby appeared as strong as ever he was. 
For, us the Vulgar understands it, she fixed this pin in the 

'earth; or, ns the LXX; in the wall. But there is nothing 
like it in the Hebrew text/ 

Ver. 15. And'she said, How canst thou say, I love ihee, 
when thy heart is not with me ? Thou hast mocked me these 
three times, and hast not told me wherein thy great strength 
lieth:] She' now uses her "utmost aft to overcome 'him ; by 
telling him, I suppose, shewould cast him off, because he | 
did but pretend to love her ; ds appeared by his not trust- 
ing her : but, notwithstanding her importunate desire to be 

-gratified in a small request, he had ho less than three times j 
put a cheat upon her. 

Ver. 1G. And it came to pass, when she pressed him daily] 
"with Iter words, and urged him.] Repeated this often, from 

''day td day, most carhestly pressing* him to give her a proof 
'Of his real affebtion, by disclosing this secret. 

So that his soul was vexSd unto death.'] He was upon 
Siich a rack by two contrary passions struggling 'in him, 
love to her, and care not to lose his' strength, thht ho was 
weary of life. That is, very melancholy, arid unconcerned 
what became of him. 

v Ver. 17. Tltat he told her all his heart.] God having for- 
s&ken'him, because he had abandoned himself to sensual 

•pleasure, his love of the harlot prevailed over his care bf 

'himself. 

And said unto her, There h'dth not come a razor upon my 
head; but Tliave been a Nazaritefrom my mother's ivomb.] 
These words were spoken with a greater seriousness than 
any of the former ; which made her conclude he had given 
her a true account. For thus Josephus paraphrases, I am 
tinder the care of God; by whose providence being horn, I 

* lidurish my hair ; for God forbade that I should ever have 
it cut off. All my strength lying in the increase and conti- 
nuance of this hair, (lib. v. Antiq. cap. 10.) 

If I be Shaven, then will my strength go from me, and J 
shall become weak, and be like any other man.] There have 
been men of wonderful strength, whose memory is pre- 
served in history; particularly by Pliny, lib*, xii. Natural. 
'Histor. cap. 20. and more are collected by Caspar Schot- 
tus, in his Mirabilia Naturae ct Artis, lib. iii. cap. 36. And 

* now, at my present writing of this, there is more than one 
person in this city of extraordinary strength. But there 

* is a demonstration that Samson's "strength wholly depended 
upon the pdwer of God, and was not inherent iri liimsclf ; 
but came upon him when there was need, as : long as he 



preserved himself consecrated unto God, by not shaving 
his head, fcind observing all other things belonging to the 
vow of a Nazriritc. Which wat> a thing so notorious, that 
•the heathens were not ignorant of it ; but from hence de- 
vised (as learned men have observed), the fable of Nisus, 
the king of Megara; upon whose hair' the fortune of his 
kingddm depended. (See Huctius, in his Qtiocstioncs Al- 
netanse, lib. ii. cap. 12. sect. 28. and our Dr. Jackson, in 
his first book on the Creed, chap. 15. parag. 3.) 

Ver. 18. And when Delilah saw that he had told her all 
his heart.] "Which she perceived, as I said, by the mrinner 
of his speaking. 

She Sent and called the lords of the Philistines.] Who 
still, it seems, waited thereabouts, *to<see what would' be 
the success of their design; which she gave them hopes she 
should at last accomplish. This could not but have been 
discovered by some of Samson's servants, if-hofoad had u 
family there, as he would if he had -been married. I look 
upon this, therefore, as a proof that this *vdtri&n was not 
his wife. 

Saying, Come up this once, for he hath'tfi&en'me all his 
heart.] She wJts afraid they Would not have hearkened to 
her any more, having been so Often deluded ; which made 
her give them this full assurance. 

Then the lords of the Philistines came npmitoher, and 
brought mdneijiji thtiir hands.] Which they never did be- 
fore; but now shewed her' the reward was ready, if she 
performed her work. 

Ver. 19. And shefnadeJiim sleep.] ffaVing given him, as 
Delrio thinks, a sleeping potion. Others think fehe had 
drawn him into drink wine (Which Josephtis supposes- she 
had done in former entertainments), unto which he not be- 
ing accustomed, he \vas intoxicated with it. And having 
broken the law of the Nazariteg in r this : point,"- \vas justly 
delivered up by God to suffer all 'that followed. 

Upon her knees.'] Resting his head,- 1 suj>p0se,*iip6n-hcr 
knees. Or, perhaps, she set him upon her knees, arid with 
her arms about his neck, expressed the greatest affection 
to him, rind care of him. 

And she called for a man, and she caused him to shave 
off the seven locki of his head.] Which he did 'so gently, be- 
ing a man of art, as riot to awake him. 

And she began to afflict him.] Not by hhy Sensible pain; 
but by weakening him, and bringing him Itfw (as the He- 
brew word is often interpreted). For as soon as the razOr 
touched his head, his strength began to be diminished. 

And his strength went from him.] When all the locks 
were shaved off, his strength quite failed him. 

Ver. 20. And she said,TJie Philistines be itpbn thee, Sam- 
son. And he awoke out of his sleep.] She cried s6 loud, tin d 
also shook him so much (out of pretended kindness to him, 
that he might escape the danger), that sheroused "him out 
of liis sleep. 

And he said, Itvill go as at other times befoYe, and shake 
mysdf] She had so often said those words, that he was in 
no fear; but thought to do as he had done before, that is, 
prepare himself to f fall upon them. 

And he wist not'tliat the Lord was departed front him.] 
Being newly awakened out of a profound sleep; and sc&rco 
come to himself, he did not miss his hair ; and so hkd no 
apprehension that God had deserted him. 

Ver. 21. But the Philistines took him.] But he soon 
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found he had no power at all left to resist his enemies ; who 
laid hold on him, and took him prisoner. 

Andput outliis eyes.] By a just judgment of God, as the 
Mischna observes in the title Sota, cap. 8. where, they 
say he followed the delight of his eyes, and so he was 
punished with the loss of them. Which the Jews are wont 
tp eall measure for measure* They did not put him to 
death, much less eut him in pieees, as their, hatred and 
fary might have provoked them to do; for they had pro- 
mised Delilah they would only bind him, and afflict or 
humble him, (ver. 5.) and in those days all men ma4e some, 
conscience of keeping their word. 

And brought him down to Gaza*] To be exposed there 
to. scorn, wherp he had exposed them to shame, by carry- 
ing away the gates of their city. It was a place also of 
great strength, where he would be kept secure ; and it was 
remote also from his own country. 

And bound him with fetters of brass.] Put very, strong 
and heavy fetters upon his legs. 

And he did grind in the prison-house.] As slaves w r ere 
wont to do* Sea upon Exod* xi. 5- and St. Jerome, Isa. 
xlvii. 2. where this is turned to another sense, according 
to. the conceit of many of the Jewish doctors ; but without 
any ground, for it is threatened there as a, punishment to 
Babylon, and so it was inflicted here as a piece of drudgery, 
unto which Samson, as other prisoners, was condemned. 

Ver. 22. Howbeit thehair ofhisheadbegan to grow again, 
after he was shaven.'} Or (according to the marginal transla- 
tion), As wlien he was sliaven. That is, grew in time to the 
same length it was of before Delilah cut it off: so that 
though his Nazariteship was interrupted by the shaving of 
his head, yet it was renewed, by letting his hair grow, and 
observing all other rules belonging tp it. He could not 
offer sacrifice indeed for his expiation (as the law was in 
case of an interruption), but repented, no doubt, of his folly, 
and began his Nazariteship again, with prayer to God for 
a pardon of his former violation of it: and in this state of 
penitence he continued some time; for his hair would bo a 
good while in growing again to its former length : when, 
being restored to the condition wherein he was before he 
lost the favour of God, together with his hair, the Divine 
Majesty was reconciled to him, and restored his former 
strength ; which grew and increased, as his hair did. 

Ver. 23. Tlien the lords of tits Philistines gathered them- 
selves together.] Not immediately after the taking of Sam- 
son, but after he had been somp time in prison, as ap- 
pears by the verse foregoing : for it is likely they made 
great preparation for the solemnity mentioned in the next 
words, 

For to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god, and to 
rejoice.] To give thanks to their god at a festival, which 
they appointed, I suppose, on purpose to express their joy 
for their taking Samson prisoner: or, as Josephus thinks, 
Ioqttiq ovar\q rote HaXaiartvoig Stj/iotcXouc, there being apublic 
festival kept among the Philistines (which all nations had 
at certain seasons), they made it more famous, by greater 
sacrifices than ordinary, and by greater feasting and re- 
joicing, which were expressions of their thankfulness to 
their god $ who is called Dagon, because, as R. Solomon, 
and many others think, he was in the form of a fish (for dag 
signifies a fish) from the navel downward, and upward in 
a human shape. Certain it is, this god had a human shape 



in the upper parts, for we. read 1 Sam. v. 4. of his head, 
and the palms of his hands ; though nothing is there said of 
his feet. It is certain, also, that the Syrians abstained from 
fish, as Porphyry notes \ at least from the fish of that lake 
hard by which the temple Qfthp famous goddess Derceto 
stood, not.far from Askelon: in which, as Lucian saith, in 
his Dea Syria, lySvzg hpo\ rptyovrat, sacred fishes were* bred* 
This Derceto was the same with Venus, as many learned 
men think, whom the Sidonians called Atarge, and others 
Artage; but most commonly Astarte, which, in the Scrip- 
ture, is Ashtaroth, the goddess of] the Sidonians, (1 Bangs, 
xi. 5. 33. 2 Kings xxiii. 13.) and of the Philistines also, 
(1 Sam. xxxi. 10.) whom the Israelites imitated, (ISam. 
viL 3, 4.) And, worshipping the gods of those who, ruled 
over them, no wonder they followed their wicked manners, 
and gave. themselves over to fornication: which is the best 
account that can be given of- Samson's living in this sin, 
without reprehension ; the nation being depraved, and hav- 
ing lost their ancient discipline, which corrected this vice; 
for their law permitted no harlot to be in Israel. 

Eor they said. Our god liath delivered Samson, our ene- 
my, into our hands.] All nations had this sense,'that th§y 
owed all they enjoyed unto God :. and especially made 
their acknowledgments to such gods as they worshipped, 
for the victories they got over their enemies. 

Ver. 24. And when the people saw him.] For he was 
publicly exposed to all rnen's view, in his fetters, I sup- 
pose, and grinding in the prison. 

They praised their gQd.] Some hymns,, perhaps, were 
composed on this occasion ; which they sang in praise of 
Dagon. 

And said, Our god hath delivered into our hands tJie 
destroyer of our country, whichslew many- oftis.} This was 
part of their song, which the Greeks call Pcean : and they 
give the very same epithet to Samson, that Homer doth to 
Hector, whom he frequently calls avSpo^ovov, the slayet 
of men. 

Ver. 25. And it came to pass, when their hearts were 
merry.] As they used to be with good cheer, music, and 
such-like entertainments, at their festivals. . 

Tliat they said, Call for Samson.] The lords of the 

| Philistines ordered him to be sent for. 

- That he may make us sport.] It is uncertain whether 

they meant, that they would make themselves sport with 

him, by flouts and jeers ; or that they would have him 

! make them sport, by ridiculous gestures and speeches: 

Josephus takes it in the first sense. 

And they called for Samson out of the prison-house, and 
he made them sport.] Perhaps they mado him dance in his 
chains, or played with him at some such sport as wo call 
blind-man's buff: but it is hard to believe that such a 
generous spirit as his would submit to do any thing that 
should make them laugh ; therefore they made themselves 
all the sport they could, by their abuses of him, which he 
was forced to suffer. 

And they set him between the pillars.] That he might be 
. the more visible to every one in the place. 

Ver. 26. And Samson said unto titer lad that held him by 
the hand.] And led him about, as he was directed. 

Suffer me that I may feel the pillars upon which the house 
standeth.] Which supported the roof of it, as appears from 
ver. 2Q. .. / - > . . , , 
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Tliat I may lean upon them.] To rest himself, pretending 
he was weary, as Josephus expounds it. 

Ver. 27. Now the house teas full of men and women, and 
the. lords of the Philistines were there.] Some think this 
house was one of their temples, wherein thpy met to praise 
their god, and then to feast, as the manner was, upon the 
sacrifices which wcro offered on such occasions. (See ix. 
27.) And, indeed, no private house can be thought to Jiave 
had a room wide enough to contain such a number of 
people : but their temples were, in many places, large 
enough, and made so on purpose that a vast number might 
assemble in them ; particularly that of Diana at Ephesus is. 
celebrated for its greatness, as well as for its beauty and 
riches;- (see Pliny, lib. xxxv. Nat. Hist. cap. 14.) all the 
people round about, from all parts, running thither at se- 
veral solemnities, as many have noted : but others think it 
was some theatre, like those in aftertimes, built by the 
Romans, some of which were of a prodigious bigness : see 
Pliny, in the same book, cap. 15. where hamentions two 
theatres built by C. Curio, who was killed in the civil wars, 
on Caesar's side. They were made of wood, so ample as to 
contain all the Roman people (as he speaks), and contrived 
with such art, that each of them depended upon one hinge: 
which moved Pliny to admire at the madness of the people 
of Rome, who would venture into a place, for their plea- 
sure, where they sat "taminfida instabilique scde," in such 
an uncertain and unstable seat; for if that hinge had, 
slipped, there had been a greater slaughter, than at the 
battle of Cannae. This I mention, to silence the cavils of , 
those who fancy no such capacious building could be 
made, as relied only on two pillars ; which is not so strange 
as this admirable fabric of Curio. 

And there were upon the roof about three thousand men 
and women, that beheld while Samson made sport J] Every 
one knows that the roof of their houses and temples were 
flat, so that men might stand or walk there: but how they 
should sec Samson from thence, we cannot conceive, un- 
less- we suppose there were windows to open upon .occa- 
sion, whereby to look into the house; or perhaps there 
were battlements at the top, in the inside (as in our cathe- 
drals), where this great company of men and women stood: 
by whom we are to, understand the vulgar sort ; for the 
lords of the Philistines, and persons of quality, were in the 
body of the house. * * 

Ver. 28. 'And Samson called upon the Lord, and said, O 
Jjord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, J 
pray thee, only this once, O God.] A most ardent prayer, 
proceeding from the anguish of his soul, as -Josephus ob- 
serves; nothing being more grievous th^n to \>e mocked, 
aud exposed to public scorn, which he calls hivorEpov rwv 
KdKwi/, the sorest of all evils: but whether he spake these 
words within himself, or, as some think, with an audible 
voice, cannot be determined. 

That I may be at once avenged of the Philistines for the 
loss of my two eyes,] If this had proceeded from a spirit of 
private revenge, God would not have heard his prayer (for 
ho doth not Iove f to gratify. men's passions); but that is a 
proof that this desire proceeded from God, (as St. Austin 
understands it, lib. i.-dc Civ. Dei, cap. 21.) who intended 
to punish the Philistines for oppressing Israel, as well as 
abusing Samson, and depriving him of his eyes. 

Ver. 29/ And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars 



upon which the home stood, and on which it was borne up, 
&c] On which tho weight of the roof relied. 

Ver. 30. And Samson said, Lsi me die with the Philis- 
tines.] Ho is not to be thought properly a self-murderer; 
for he was moved by an hcroical spirit from God himself, 
to make himself a sacrifice (as I may call it) for the good 
of his country:" and it is no more than great soldiers do, 
who aro content to lose their lives, in defence of a post 
where they are placed, for the preservation of the army to 
which they belong. (Sec Grotius, in his book de Jure Belli 
et Paris, lib. ii. cap. 19. sect 5. n. 4.) 

And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell 
upon the lords, and all the people that were therein.] But it 
was not by his might, but by a miraculous power of God; 
that this house was subverted, whereby all their mirth and. 
jollity was extinguished in a moment. 

So the dead which he slew at his death were more than 
they which he slew in Jiis life.] This last act was the greatest 
of his whole life : for he not only slew more, but persons of 
greater note (their principal rulers and governors), and de- 
stroyed one of their temples (as most authors take this 
house to havo been), together with their god : which must 
needs put those that survived into the greatest consterna-. 
tion and confusion. 

This was a thing known to the heathen ; for it is a very 
probable conjecture of some great men, that hence the 
Greeks framed the fable of their Hercules, who lived about 
his time, and whose name is the same with Samson's, if it 
be derived from Schemesh, the sun : for Hercules is as much 
as Or-chol, that which enlightens all, i. e. the sun. Of him 
it is reported, by Herodotus, That being bound in Egypt, 
he was brought in a pompous manner to be sacrificed to 
Jupiter; and resting awhile, till he could be placed on the 
altar, he broke out and slew all that were present. 

Ver. 31. Then his brethren, and all the house of his father.] 
By brethren are commonly meant in. Scripture the nearest 
kindred ; and by the house of his father is meant, all the rest 
of his relations: or, perhaps, after the birth of this child, 
God bestowed the blessing of other children upon Manoah 
and his wife; as he did upon Hannah, after the birth of 
Samuel. 

Came down, and took him.] By the permission of the, 
Philistines, who had so much humanity (as all nations, 
anciently had) as not to prohibit enemies from burying 
their dead : but the Israelites were now in subjection to the 
Philistines, and did not join with Samson in any of his. 
enterprises ; which he performed solely by himself: and 
beside, the Philistines were much humbled and mollified, 
no doubt, by this late disaster. 

And brought him up.] With somo pomp, or solemnity, 
it is likely ; he being a very great man, and famous for his 
wonderful exploits. . , . ; 

And buried him between Zorah and EshtaoL] These were 
two cities in the tribe of Dan, (Josh. xv. 33.) but on the 
frontiers of the tribe of Judah, as some gather from Nehcm. 
xi.29. 

In the burying-place of Manoah his father.] To be buried 
in the sepulchres of their ancestors was accounted a great 
blessing by all nations, as Ezckicl Spanhemius notes upon 
Callimachus's hymn to Diana, ver. 131, 132. And we have 
examples of itin Scripture, Gen. xlvii. 29, 30. Nehcm. ii. 
3. 5. as the contrary was accounted a curse, 1 Kings xiii. 22. 
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And he judged Israel twenty years.] This was said before, 
xv. 20. and here mentioned again to shew that he continued 
to j'ldge Israel (that is, to vindicate them from their op-, 
pressors, for we read of no other act of a judge) till he. 
died. When he did as great an act as any he had done 
all the time of his judicature (or rather greater) for the 
humbling of the Philistines, who domineered over the. 
Israelites, and restoring them to their liberty: which, 
though he could not effect, yet he did so much towards it, 
by the many mischiefs he did them, that not many years 
after his death they had the courage to betake themselves 
to their arms, and fight the Philistines, whom they over-, 
threw, and subdued ; so that they came no more to molest 
the Israelites all the days of Samuel, under whose go- 
vernment, as I observed before, they recovered their 
liberty from the long oppression of this people, (1 Sam. 
vii.10.13.) 
♦. 

CHAP. XVII. 

txERE begins the second part of this book, which gives 
an account of several memorable transactions in or about 
the time of the Judges; whose history the author would, 
not interrupt by intermixing these matters with it, but re- 
served them to be related apart by themselves, in the five 
following chapters : wherein he first gives an account how 
idolatry crept into the tribe of Ephraim; which he doth in 
this chapter: and then, secondly, how it was propagated 
among the Danites, in an expedition they made, wherein 
they sacked Laish: (chap, xviii.) and then, thirdly, he 
relates a most foul adultery committed in the tribe of Ben-, 
jamin: (chap, xix.) after which follows the destruction 
of that tribe for countenancing that fact: (chap, xx.) and, 
lastly, the restoration of it, (chap, xxi.) 

Ver. 1. AND there was a man of Mount Ephraim, whose 
name ivas Micah.] When this man lived, and did what fol- 
lows, we may with some certainty * gather from ver. G. 
which tells us, there was no king in Israel at this time;, 
that is, no supreme governor, with a power to keep the 
people to their duty. Which anarchy happened (as pri- 
mate Usher and other great men observe) between the 
death of those elders who survived Joshua, and the first, 
oppression of Israel by Chushan: in which space of time, it 
is manifest, the Israelites first fell from the worship of God, 
and polluted themselves with idolatry, sec ii. 13. iii. 7. 
where we read the "children of Israel forsook the Lord, 
and did evil in his sight," i. e. committed idolatry : the be- 
ginning of which defection from God is described briefly 
in this chapter. 

Ver. 2. And he said unto his mother.] Who seems to 
have been a rich widow, that lived with her son Micah. 

The eleven hundred shekels of silver.] There is no men- 
tion of shekels in the Hebrew; but our interpreters fol- 
lowed the rule I mentioned, that where pieces of silver, or 
silverings, are spoken of, the meaning is shekels. 

That were taken from thee.] Of which she was robbed : 
or, as the Vulgar understands it, which she had separated, 
or set apart; that is, devoted and consecrated to a holy 
use, but somebody had stolen and perverted to their 
own use. 
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About which thou cursedst.] Adjured all her family to 
discover the money ; with some sort of curse upon them, 
if they knew where it was, and concealed it. (See Dr. Ham- 
mond upon St. Matt. xxvi. annot. 1.) 

And spakest of also in my ears.] He was present, when. 
she made this solemn adjuration. 

Behold, the silver is with me ; I took it.] He confessed the 
truth, for fear the curse should light upon him. 

And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my 
son.] She prayed the curse might be turned into a blessing 
upon him for his ingenuous confession. 

Ver. 3. And when he had restored the eleven hundred 
shekels of silver to his mother, his mother said, I had wholly 
dedicated the silver unto the Lord.] This, some think, is the 
meaning of her cursing beforementioned. She confirmed,, 
with an oath, the consecration of the money to God, after 
the manner of those who vowed any thing unto him, (Lev. 
xxvii. 28.) I 

From my hand.] Resolving not to keep it for my own, 
use: or, thou shalt have it as a gift from me. 

For my son, to make a graven image, and a molten image.] 
For the convenience of Micah and his family; that' he 
might make some resemblance of God, whereby to worship 
him at home, without the trouble of going, upon all occa- 
sions, to the tabernacle at Shiloh. For it appears by the- 
name Jehov&h, to whom she consecrated the silver, that 
she did not intend to forsake the Lord God of Israel, but 
only to worship him by an image; unto which the Israelites 
had very early inclined, (Exod. xxxii.) and afterward ge- 
nerally relapsed into it in the days of Jeroboam. 

Some are of opinion that her meaning was, her son 
might make either a graven or a molten image, which he 
pleased; but it is manifest he made both, from xviii. 18. 
where they are evidently mentioned as distinct. But that 
these were a representation of the two cherubims which 
covered, the ark, I dare not affirm; for they being of dif-. 
fercnt kinds, one a graven, the other a molten image> seems 
to import the contrary; for the cherubims were both alike. 
But see our most learned Dr. Spencer, lib. iii. cap. 3, 
dissert. 7. sect. 4. 

Now therefore I will restore it unto thee.] She resolved to 
return it into his hands, for the use beforenamed. 

Ver. 4. Yet he restored the money to Ids mother.] These » 
words seem to signify, that at the first he only brought the 
money to her, offering to restore it; but she bid him keep 
it: which he refused, to do; but would have her take it 
again into her hands, which she did. 

And his mother took two hundred shekels of silver.] Some 
think she reserved the rest for her own private use, contrary 
to her vow: but it is more probable, that she gavo them to 
her son, to make the ephod and tcraphim, and other things 
belonging to that Divine service, which they intended to 
set up in their house. 

And gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven 
image, and a molten image.] It is not certain whether this 
silver was melted, and then the images made of it; or that 
for this sum of money the founder sold these images to 
him, made perhaps of brass, silvered over. And this is 
most probable, because they would have been very small, 
if they had been made only of two hundred shekels of 
silver, 

And they were in the house of Micah.] Placed in some 
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room of his house, where he intended to worship, as it fol- 
lows in the next verse. 

Ver. 5. And the man Micah.] This seems to import, that 
hereupon ho looked upon himself, and was accounted, a 
very considerable person. 

Had a house of gods.] The Hebrew words beth Elohim 
may well be translated a house of God; as Peter Martyr 
here understands it. And so the phrase is used in other 
places, Gen. xxviii. 22. and in tho next chapter of this 
book, ver. 31. For his intention was to make an imitation 
of the house of GodatShiloh at his own home; which may 
also be truly called a house of gods (as we translate it), 
because, whatsoever his intention was, to worship God by 
images, was accounted by him tho worshipping of other 
gods. 

And made an ephod.] That the Divine service in his 
house might be performed with a greater resemblance of 
what was done at the tabernacle in Shiloh, he made priestly 
garments, as Peter Martyr understands it: who takes the 
ephod to comprehend not only the broast-plate adjoining 
to it, but the rest of the vestments used by tho high-priest ; 
for he intended, it appears by the next words, to set up an 
oracle in his own house. But whatsoever resemblance 
this ephod had in its shapo and form to the ephod of the 
high-priest, it had none of that rich work in it which the 
high-priest's ephod had, nor no girdle or breast-plate be- 
longing to it; being no more such a garment as that golden 
ephod, than his Levite was a priest; or his teTaphim, an 
urim and thummim. . 

And teraphim.] Of this word I have said enough, upon 
Gen. xxxi. 19. where I have shewn, they were images 
whereby the eastern people consulted God, and hoped to 
receive answers from him. And therefore I take Micah's 
meaning to have been, to set up a holy oracle in his 
house, where the priest wearing an ephod, and other sacred 
habiliments, should consult God by these teraphim. But, 
as Mr. Selden well observes, (in his Syntagma i. de Diis 
Syris, cap. 2.) the worship of the true God, and of idols, 
were here blended together by him. For the ephod and the 
Levite (whom he afterward provided) were intended, no 
doubt, for the service of the true God; but the graven and 
molten image, and the teraphim, belonged unto demons 
(as he speaks), by which the children of Dan, in the next 
chapter, desire the Levite to inquire of God for them; for 
they neither trusted to, the ephod alone, which related to 
God, nor to their teraphim alone, which were an inven- 
tion of their own; but thought it necessary to join both to- 
gether in Divine worship. And thus began idolatry in Is- 
rael, by the superstition of an old woman, who put this into 
her son's head. Many of the Jews fancy she was Delilah ; 
who having got so much, money of every one of the lords 
of the Philistines, thought it was fit to employ some of it 
to express her devotion. But this is an idle conceit, which 
hath no ground, but only her beiug named in the foregoing 
* chapter ; which relates a history of things long after Mi- 
cah's time. 

And consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest:] 
In the Hebrew it is, filled the hand of one of his sons ; that 
is, as many think, the eldest son of his family, into whose 
hands he put sacrifices to be offered unto God. For that 
was the rite of initiating priests, as we find Exod. xxxi. 
24. Lev. viii. 27 
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Ver. G. In those days there was no king in Israel] That 
is, this was before the time of the judges, when these things 
fell out; in whom there was a sovereign power to correct 
abuses, and especially to suppress idolatry ; which power 
being now wanting, it was the reason Micah took upon him 
to make himself a private temple in his own house; be- 
causo tho ways (as Grotius conjectures) were dangerous 
when there was no supreme governor, being infested with 
thieves, or not kept in good repair, which made travelling 
uneasy. This last is more probable than that robbers in- 
fested the country; for it was now a time of peace, when the 
Levite travelled from one part of the land to the other se- 
curely enough; and the Danitcs sent spies a long way to 
search out the country of Laish without danger; and after- 
ward marched with a great body to seek a new settlement; 
which, one would think, should rather have been employed 
in clearing their country where they were from .such pes- 
tilent cut-throats, as some suppose to have infested it. 

As for the name of king, it was given to the judges ; just 
as it was to Moses, who was their supreme governor; but 
was not properly a king, as Hermannus Conringius ob- 
serves, in his book de Rep. Hebr. sect. 49, &c. 

But every man did that which ivas right in his oivn eyes.] 
And there can be no worse state of things (as Pet. Martyr 
here observes) than for every one to be left unto his own 
will and pleasure; as they were now, when they left the 
Lord their God : for being without the true God, they were 
also without a teaching priest, and without law, as the pro- 
phet Azariah's words are, 2 Chron. xv. 3. where he seems, 
in that and the following verses, to describe the lamentable 
state of things in these times, after the death of Joshua, and 
the elders that outlived him, to the days of Samuel. 
. Ver. 7. And there was a young man came out of Beth- 
hhcm-Judah.] There was another Beth-lehem in the tribe of 
Zebulun, (Josh. xix. 15.) and therefore this is called Beth- 
lchem-Juciah, to distinguish it from that. 

Of the family of Judah, who was a Levite.] By his mo- 
ther's side he was of the tribe of Judah. Which is the most 
easy explication, notwithstanding what Kimchi saith to 
shew that genealogies are not derived- from the mother. 
For here is no account of his genealogy, which is mentioned 
aftenvard, xviii. 30. from his father; but it is noted that 
his mother was of the tribe of Judah, to shew how he came 
to live at Beth-lehem, which was no Lcvitical city. 

And he sojourned there.]- Lived there as a stranger (for. 
so the word gour signifies in tho next verse), not as a citi- 
zen, and inhabitant of the place. 

* Ver. 8. And the man departed out of the city from Beth- 
lehem-Jtidah, to sojourn where he could find a place.] By this 
it. appears he was a kind of vagabond, who rambled about 
from place to place to find a subsistence ; for though there 
was sufficient provision made for the Levitcs, by the tithes 
of the land,*yet we may well think they were not duly paid 
in a time of such confusion, that every man did what he list; 
there being no judge to see them do their duty. 

And he came to Mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, 
as he sojourned.] As he travelled about the country, he 
came, hither, to beg an alms, perhaps, or, at best, to seek 
for some employment. 

Ver. 9. And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou?] 
He examined him, as the manner was, unto what country 
he belonged, and what was his business. 
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And he said unto him, I am a Levife of Beth-lehem-Judah, 
and I go to sojourn where I may find a place.] He was 
looking out for a maintenance somewhere or other, to sup- 
port him in his necessitous condition. 

Ver. 10. And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me.] He 
desires him to seek no further, but stay there, and settle 
with him in his house. 

And be unto me a father and a priest.] The prophets, 
and other great men, wero" called anciently by the name of 
father, as Elisha calls Elijah, 2 Kings ii. 12. and the king 
of Israel calls Elisha, 2 Kings vi. 21. and the king of Syria 
is represented as speaking to him in the same language, 
2 Kings viii. 9. and king Joash, xiii. 14. Therefore Mi- 
cah's meaning is, he would make him the director and go- 
vernor of his family, and reverence him accordingly, if he 
would undertake to perform all sacred offices among them. 

And I will give thee ten shekels of silver by the year.] 
Next to honour, he promises him money, and all things 
needful for his support 

And a suit of apparel] Or, as, it is in the margin, a 
double suit. For so the LXX. and the Vulgar, &vyoc Ifxa- 
t'luv, a couple of garments. And there being something of 
order signified in the word herech, which we translate suit, 
many understand hereby a winter and a summer suit of 
clothes: andDe Dieu hath justified this interpretation of a 
double garment out of the Ethiopic language, where this 
word signifies a companion; whence it may be probably 
concluded, that here is intended not one suit only, but two 
at least. With whom agrees Hottinger in his Smegma 
Orientale, cap. 5. p. 88. where he observes, that all, in a 
manner, arc of opinion, that more suits of apparel than one 
are signified by this word; but whence to fetch that signi- 
fication is not to be found but in the Ethiopic language, 
where it signifies a companion, a friend, another self, as 
his words are. * - 

And thy victuals.] His constant diet at his table. 

And the Levite went in.] Accepted of his offer, so far as 
to go into his house, and see how he liked every thing. 

Ver. 11. And the Levite was content to dwell with the 
man.] After some time he resolved to settle in his house. 

And the young man was unto him as one of his sons.] Ho 
treated Him with such affection, that he was the more willing 
to stay there. 

Ver. 12. And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the young 
man became his priest.] A wonderful presumption in them 
both; Micah having no authority to consecrate, nor 'the 
Levite (who was not of Aaron's family) being capable of 
the priestly office. But such was the confusion of those 
times, for want of a judge, that Micah's superstition had 
no check upon it; and the Levite's poverty and ambition 
tempted him to accept of the preferment proffered to him: 
his youth also made him the more ignorant. 

And was in the house of Micah.'} Continued with him to 
execute the priest's office. . - 

Ver. 13. Then said Micah, Now I knotv that the Lord 
will do me good, because I have a Levite for my priest.] 
Who he thought had more right to the office, and would 
be more acceptable to God, than his own son, whonvhehad 
consecrated before, ver. 5. 

By this it is evident, that he did not intend to forsake 
the Lord; but his mind was so blinded, that he took one 
small benefit for a sufficient sign of his favour, when he 



was guilty of so many heinous offences against the Divine 
Majesty ; first, in making idols, and then in making one 
of his sons a priest ; and after that, in drawing a poor 
young man into the same crime with him; and in taking 
upon him to consecrate a base Levite to be a priest; of 
which office he was not capable, if he had had power to 
consecrate one, which he had not. But both of them were 
intruders into that which belonged not to them; and there- 
by drew upon themselves a curse, rather than a blessing. : 



CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. J.N those days there was no king in Israel.] These 
words seem to be repeated, to suggest the reason of such 
enormous practices as are before mentioned, and here 
follow in this chapter. 

And in those days.] When there was no judge in Israel. 
That is, saith the author of Tzemach David, in the interval 
between the government of Jair and Jephthah. "Which is 
an idle opinion ; and yet he saith' he should be of it, did 
he not reverence his masters, who are of another mind; 
which is the truer: that these days were before there was 
a judge in Israel, between the death of Joshua and the 
elders that survived him, and the time of Othniel, who was 
the first judge that God raised up unto them. So Jose- 
phus, lib. v. Antiq. cap. 2. 

Tlie tribe of the Danites.] Or rather, a tribe, &c. For 
so the word schebet is sometimes used for a family in a 
tribe; as in the twentieth chapter of this book, ver. 12. it is 
said, "the tribes of Israel sent messengers to all the tribes 
of Benjamin," i. e. to all the families of the tribe of Benja- 
min; and in Isa. xix. 13. De Dieu observes the same: 
who also truly notes, that when the whole tribe is spoken 
of, it is not said Schebet hadani, as it is here, but Schebet 
Dan. Therefore hadani here, and in other places, signi- 
fies a family derived from that tribe. 

Sought them an inheritance to dwell in.] Some of that 
tribe, which was very much straitened by the old inhabit- 
ants of the land (who pent them up in a narrow compass, 
which was not sufficient for them), inquired where they 
might find a commodious settlement in some other place. 

For unto that day all their inheritance had not fallen 
unto them among the tribes of Israel.] They had an inherit- 
ance allotted them, as well as the rest of the tribes, (Josh. 
xix: 40, &c.) but by their sloth, and for want of that bro- 
therly assistance which other tribes should have afforded 
them, they could not get possession of a considerable part 
of it; but were forced by the Amorites to content them- 
selves with the mountainous part of their country, leaving 
them none of the champaigne (as Josephus observes), nor all 
the mountains neither. (See the first chapter of this book, 
ver. 34, 35.) Wanting room therefore for all their people 
and cattle, and being unable to deal with the Amorites, 
they sent some, as it here follows, to seek for a dwelling 
somewhere else. 

Ver. 2. And the children of Dan sent of their family five 
mm from their coasts.] It is no improbable conjecture of 
Arius Montanus, that there were five families of the Dan- . 
ites; out of each of which one man was chosen to make^ 
. tho following discovery. 

Men of valour.] Who could not be daunted if they were 

2 D 2 



I»#fVf vwvll V_x 



200 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap, xvnr* 



taken for spies. Some think also men of quality; such as 
those whom Moses sent to spy out the land of Canaan. 

From Zorah, and from Eshtaol.] Which places are the 
first named in the account of the lot of their inheritance, 
(Josh. xix. 41.) 

To spy out the land.] They were sent tic fiecoyuov (as 
Josephus speaks) info the midland country (for the Danites 
were seated near the Philistines towards the sea-coast), to 
see if they could find out a convenient place for them. 

And to search it.] To inquire into the condition of it, 
and of the inhabitants. 

And they said unto them, Go, search the land.] They had 
a commission from their elders to go whither they directed 
them, in the plain country wherein Laish stood, (ver. 14.) 

And when they came to* Mount Ephraim.] These two 
tribes joined, as I observed upon i. 35. ■ 

To the house of Micah.]To theplacewherehishousestood. 

TJiey lodged there.] Not in Micah's house, but iu some 
place of Mount Ephraim, not far from it; as we may guess 
by the next verse. 

Ver. 3. And when they were by the house of Micah.] Near 
to which, it is probable, there w r as a public inn, for the en- 
tertainment of such as came frbm the neighbouring parts to 
worship, or to ask counsel of the oracle at Micah's house. 

They knew the voice of the young man the Levite.~] Hav- 
ing been acquainted with him heretofore, when, it is pro- 
bable, he was in their country; for he had led a wander- 
ing life. 

And they turned in thither.] Went into Micah's house, at 
his invitation, or to salute him, and inquire of his welfare. 

And said unto him, IVJio brought thee hither?] Far from 
that city of the Levites, I suppose, to which he belonged. 

And what makest thou here?] What business hast thou 
in this place ? 

And what hast thou here?] How dost thou live and main- 
tain thyself? For they knew he had been poor. 

Ver. 4. And he said unto them, Tints and thus dealeth 
Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am his priest.] He 
told them the agreement between Micah and him, men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 5. And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray 
thee, of God, that we may know whether our tvay we go shall 
be prosperous.] They were as ignorant, it seems, as he ; and 
thought God would give an answer there, as well as at his 
own house. 

Ver. 6. And the priest said unto them, Go in peace.] 
Whether he had any answer from the tcraphim, or feigned 
it out of his own head, is not certain ; but he encouraged 
them to proceed in their design. 

. Before the Lord is your way, wherein you go.] He pre- 
tended to havo this answer from the Lord, who, he assures 
them, would direct, guide, and protect them in their pro- 
ceedings ; for that is the meaning of their way before the 
Lord: under his eye ; that is, his care and providence, who 
would dispose all things for their good success. Now, if 
the Levitc did not devise this answer, which he thought 
would please them, but heard a real voice from the tcra- 
phim, which promised them prosperity, then it was permit- 
ted by God, to serve the ends of his providence, just as 
Nebuchadnezzar was encouraged by his diviners, to under- 
take the siege of Jerusalem, (Ezek. xxi. 21, 22.) 

Ver. 7. Then the five men departed, and came to Laish.] 



Called Leshem in Josh. xix. 47. where this story is briefly 
told, by way of anticipation: see my notes there. It was 
n city which lay at the foot of Libanns, near the fountainof 
Jordan, as Josephus saith in the place abovenamed. 

And saw the people that were therein, how they dwelt 
careless, after the manner of the Zidonians.] Had no fear 
of any enemy, no more than the Zidonians, who were a 
powerful people, in a strong city ;. whose customs, I sup- 
pose, they imitated. 

Quiet and secure.] Because they knew nobody of whom 
they had any fear. 

And there ivas no magistrate in the land, that put them to 
shame in any thing.] To punish them for any thing they 
did, which made them live as they pleased. There are very 
various interpretations of these words, of which De Dieu 
hath given the best account. 

And they were far from the Zidonians.] Who might have 
otherwise come to their assistance, upon any sudden inva- 
sion, they following the manners and customs of that peo- 
ple ; but they were a day's journey from them, as Josephus 
there saith. 

And had no busitiess with any man.] No traffic or com- 
merce with any of their neighbours, nor they with them. 
This disposition laid them open to be a prey to any reso- 
lute invader. 

Ver. 8. And they came unto their brethren in Zorah and 
Eshtaol.] From whence they were sent, ver. 2. 

And their brethren said unto them, What say ye?] They 
asked them what account they brought of their journey. 

Ver. 9. And they said, Arise, that we may go up against 
them.] This shews, that they were particularly directed to 
make a discovery of Laish. 

For we have seen the land, and, behold, it is very good.] 
Tr\v ayaSrjv Ka\7rafi(j)opov, as Josephus expresses it, a goodly 
country, and very fertile. 

And are ye still?] Their brethren did not seem at first to 
believe them, which makes them stir them up by this ques- 
tion, and the following exhortation. 

Be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the .land.] 
They speak as if they had no more to do, but to march 
thither, and take possession of the country. 
• Ver. 10. Wlien ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, 
and to a large land.] They use two arguments to excite 
them to the enterprise ; that it was easy, and w T ould be 
very advantageous. 

And God hath given it into your hand.] They add the 
encouragement the priest had given them, (ver. 6.) which 
was the greatest of all. 

A place where there is no want of any thing that is in the 
earth.] This magnifies the goodness of God to them, in 
discovering a country to them abounding with all manner 
of good things, .which they very much wanted in the moun- 
tains wherein they were pent up. (Sec ver. 1.) 

Ver. 11. And there went from thence of the family of the 
Danites, out of Zorah and Eshtaol.], Either family is here 
put for a tribe, or the singular number for the plural; there 
going out of some of the families of the Danites, the fol- 
lowing number. 

Six hundred men, appointed tvith weapons of tear.] Car- 
rying their wives, and children, and household-stuff with 
them; for they nothing doubted of making a settlement 
there. (See ver. 21.) 
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Ver. 12. And they went up, and pitched in Kirjath-jearim, 
in Judah.] Not in the city itself, but in the fields belong- 
ing to it, as appears from the last words of this verse. 
See concerning this place Josh. xv. 9. 60. which lay in. 
the north part of the tribe of Judah, and so lay in the road 
to Laish. 

Wlierefore they called the place Mahaneh-Dan, unto this 
day.'] See xiii. ult. 

Behold, it is behind Kirjath-jearim.} On the west of it, 
towards the Mediterranean Sea, which is called the hinder 
most sea, Deut. xi. 24. as, on the contrary, the east is called 
Kedem, which imports as much as before. Here the Dan- 
ites encamped te first night, after they came from Zorah 
and Eshtaol. 

Ver. 13. And they passed thence unto Mount Ephraim.] 
The second day's march was to this place, still more 
northward. 

And they came to the house of Micah.] Unto the town or 
village where Micah lived; for they did not yet come to 
his house, but afterward, (ver. 15.) 

- Ver. 14. Then answered the five men that went to spy 
out the country of Laish.'] In the Hebrew language he is 
said oft-times to answer who speaks first, as in 1 Kings 
i. 28. and many other places. 

And said ttnto their brethren.] Who knew, perhaps, that 
they called at this place by the way, and asked them, who 
dwelt there ? 

• Do ye know that there is in these houses.] L e. In that 
town or village, viz. in Micah's house, which was the chief 
in the town. (Sec ver. 12.) 

An ephod, and teraphim, and a graven image, and a 
molten image?] Which the Levite had shewn them, or told 
them were in the house. 

Now therefore consider what ye have to do.] Whether it 
might not be expedient to carry those sacred things along 
with them, which they fancied would be an assurance of 
the Divine presence with them: for from thence they had 
received an answer of peace, when they went to spy the 
country whither they were now going, (ver. 6.) 

Ver. 15. And they turned thitherward, and came to the 
house of the young man the Levite, even unto the house of 
Micah.] To that part of the house where the Levite had his 
apartment, not to the sacred place where the forcnamed 
idols were. 

And saluted him.] Or, asked him of his health and wel- 
fare, as the Hebrew phrase signifies, Asked him of peace. 

Ver. 1G. And the six hundred men appointed with their 
weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, stood 
by the entering of the gate.] Whither the five men brought 
the Levite out to them, or he, hearing there was such a 
company there, came out to view them, after the salutation 
was over. 

Ver. 17. And the five men that went to spy out the land 
went up, and came in thither.] Having brought him out, 
they returned back to the place where they knew the 
images, &c. were. 

And took tlie graven image, and the ephod, and the tera- 
phim, and the molten image : and the priest stood in the 
entering of the gate, with the six hundred men, &c] That is, 
while the Levite was discoursing with them, and wishing 
them, perhaps, good success, they robbed the chapel, and 
took away all the furniture of it. Some think Micah, also, 



was with him at the gate, entertaining them with meat and 
drink. But that is confuted by what follows. 
' Ver. 18. And these went into Micah's house, and fetched 
the carved image, the ephod, and the teraphim, and tlie 
molten image.] They not only took them, as is said before, 
but brought them out openly before the Levite's eyes, who 
saw them in their hands, and thereupon expostulated with 
them. 

Then said the priest unto them, What do ye?'] Will you 
be guilty of such a sacrilege; or, will you thus requite mc, 
who have been very kind to you ? 

Ver. 19. And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine 
handupon thy mouth.] Keep silence, and make no noise. So 
this phrase is used thrice in the book of Job, xxi. 5. xxix. 
9. xxxix. 37. and in the book of Proverbs, xxx. 32. and the 
prophet Micah, vii. 1G. 

And go with us, and be unto us a father and a priest.] 
They invite him to serve them in the same quality as he did 
Micah, promising him the same authority, reverence^ and 
affection that he had from him : and, moreover, they repre- 
sent to him, in the next words, how much more advantage- 
ous it would be to minister unto so great a part of a tribe 
than to one private person. 

Is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one 
man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in 
Israel?] They were not a tribe, but only a part of it; yet 
so considerable a part being a great family, they are called 
a tribe and a family ; that is, a whole family in that tribe. 

Ver. 20. And the priest's heart was glad:] To think he 
should so very much mend his condition ; for the same ar- 
guments which prevailed with him to dwell with Micah, 
were far stronger now (viz. covetousness and ambition) to 
move him to go along them. 

And he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven 
image.] Under which is comprehended also the molten 
image, which the five men brought out of the house with 
the other, (ver. 17, 18.) 

And went in the midst of the people.] Who undertook to 
guard him from any assault that might be made on any 
side to bring him back : or he went, perhaps, with those 
sacred things (as they accounted them) in the midst of the 
people, in imitation of the ark, which was so placed when 
the camp of Israel marched, (Numb, x.21.) 

Ver. 21. And so they turned and departed.] From his 
house. 

And put the little ones, and the cattle, and the carriage 
before them.] Both for safety, if any should pursue them, 
and that they might march no faster than they were able to 
bear it. 

Ver. 22. And when they were a good way from the house 
of Micah.] Who did not immediately miss the Levite and 
his idols, and spent some time in assembling his neigh- 
bours. 

Tlie men that were in the houses near to Micah's house.] 
If there was not a town there before, it is likely the place 
of worship which Micah set up made many resort thither, 
and settle their habitation there. 

Gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan.] 
Hoping to recover what they had taken away. 

Ver. 23. And they cried to the children of Dan.] Desiring 
them to stop their march till they had spoken with them. 

And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, What 
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aileth thee, that thou comest with such a company?] Ac- 
cordingly they made a stand, and faced about, asking him 
what he would have, and what he meant to bring a litUo 
army with- him, as if he intended an assault. 

Ver. 24. And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which 
I made, and the priest, and ye are gone away.] By gods ho 
means the symbols of the Divine presence; for ho was not 
so sottish as to believe that he could make his god, he be- 
ing a worshipper of Jehovah/(xvii. 3. 13.) 

And what have I more ? and what is this that ye say unto 
me, What aileth thee?] He thought it a strange question to 
ask what he ailed, when they had taken away that which 
he valued above all things in the world. 

Ver. 25. And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not 
thy voice be heard among us.] They that were next to him 
advised him not to say a word more, lest, if the whole army 
should hear his reproaches, mischief might follow. 

Lest angry fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, 
and the life of thy household.] There are always such fierce 
and furious men among soldiers, who are incensed to bloody 
executions upon the least provocation; and these being 
men going to make their fortune (as we speak) it is likely 
were generally of such a violent temper. 

Ver. 26. And the, children of Dan went their way.] 
Turned about again, and pursued their march, with neglect 
and scorn of Micah. 

And when Micah satv that they were too strong for him, 
he turned and went back to his house.] His zeal was not so 
great for his gods, but he loved his life better. 

Ver. 27. And they took the things which Micah had made, 
and the priest which he had.] i. e. They kept them and car- 
ried them along with them. 

And came unto Laish.] They seem to have made three 
days' march in this expedition, encamping first at Kirjath- 
jcarim,* and the next night at Micah's house, and coming 
the next day to Laish. 

Unto a people that were at quiet, and secure.] Whom they 
found in the posture the spies had described them, ver. 10. 
having no scouts abroad to bring them notice of any ap- 
proaching danger, nor any guards of the passes to their 
city, or at its gates; so that they were easily surprised. 

And they smote them, with the edge of the sword, and 
burnt the city with fire.] Killed the people of the country 
and city, unto which they sot fire, when they had taken, I 
suppose, the spoil of it. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of 
Moses concerning this tribe, Deut. xxxiii. 22. (See there.) 

Ver. 28. And there was no deliverer, because it was far. 
from Zidon.] See ver: 7, 

And they had no business with any man.] Which deprived 
them of all intelligence. , . .. , r 

And it was in the valley tltat lieth by Beth-rehob.] A city 
near to Hamath, iu the most northerly part of the country. 
(See Numb. xiii. 21.) 

And they built a city, and dwell 'therein.]' Larger, per- 
haps, than the former; which being not big enough to con- 
tain them, they thought fit to burn it and build a better. 

Ver. 29. And they called. the name of the city Dan, after 
the name of their father Dan, who was born unto Israel.] 
They gave it. this name, that it might be remembered they 
belonged to the people of Israel, though they lived at a 
great distance from their own tribe, in the very extremity 
of the north of Judca (whereas the tribe of Dan had their 



lot in the south-west); from whence came the common say- 
ing afterward, when they would express the whole length 
of the country, from Dan to Beer-sheba. 

Ilowbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first.] 
This seems to signify, that they did not burn the whole 
city, but so much as might strike a terror into the inhabit- 
ants, and make their conquest more easy ; for he speaks of 
it as still the same city, though it lost its old name. 

Ver. 30. And the children of Dan set up the graven 
image.'] Together with the molten, no doubt, and mado use 
of tho cphod and teraphim here, as Micah had done in his 
house; fancying, I suppose, it was by a Divine direction 
from this oracle, that the five.men had such good success, 
when they went to spy out this land, (ver. 5, G.) 

And Jonathan.] This was the name of the Levitc who 
came along with them. 

The son of Gershom, the sort of Manasseh.] So not only 
the Hebrew^ but the Chaldce, and the LXX. (both in the 
Roman edition, and in that of* Basil, and in the Palatine 
MS. as Hottinger observes), which will not let us doubt it 
is the true reading : though the Vulgar hath put Moses in- 
stead of Manasseh, according to an idle conceit of some 
of the rabbins, who say, the letter nun, in the middle of 
the word, is not written even with the rest, but suspended 
above the rest of the letters, to shew, that though lie was 
indeed the son of Moses, yet he should rather be called 
the son of Manasseh, because he did the works of Manas- 
seh, and not of Moses; that is,' was 'an idolater. So Kim- 
chi (as the same Hottinger observes), who therein follows' 
the Talmudists, in Bava Bathra. (See his Thesaurus Phi- 
lologicus, lib. i. cap. 2. quaest. 4. andBartoloccius, in 
his Kirjath-sepher, torn. i. p. 114.) And thus they made 
this Jonathan to be the grandchild of Moses, for Gershom 
was his son : but it is not likely he would have been left 
in so poor a condition, if he had been so nearly related to 
their great lawgiver; nor would he have had so ijl an edu- 
cation. And, being now but a youth, it is not probable 
that he was the son of that Gershom, but of some other, 
who had the name of his famous ancestor given him, 
though his father's name was Manasseh : but it is wholly 
uncertain from what family of the Levites this man was 
derived ; and these names, no doubt, were common to 
more than those who first bare them. 

He, and his sons, were priests of the tribe of Dan.] Of 
that part of the tribe 'who settled here at Laish. 

Until the day of the captivity of the land.] Some cavil- 
lers have endeavoured to frame an argument from hence, 
that this book was written in later times, after the ten 
tribes were carried away by Salmanassar ; or, as some of 
the Jews in Seder Olam interpret the captivity of the land, 
to signify that by Nebuchadnezzar : but Kimchi and Bal- 
bag very well object against this, that it is altogether un- 
likely these images should have been suffered' to continue 
in the days of David ; who was a man after God's own 
heart, and set himself to* advance true religion to the ut- 
most of his power, all the country over, from Dan to Bcer- 
sheba: therefore Kimchi, with great reason, concludes, 
that by the captivity of the land is meant the taking of the 
ark by the Philistines, and carrying it. captive into the 
temple of Dagon : which is confirmed, as our famous Sel- 
den observes (Syntag. i. de Diis Syris, cap. 2.) by the 
next verse, which saith, that, till Shilbh was destroyed, 
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these images remained. And this taking of th£ ark, the 
Psalmist expressly calls a captivity, when he saith, Psal. 
lxxviii. 60, 61. " He forsook the tabernacle of Shiloh, &c. 
and delivered his strength into captivity; his glory into the 
enemy's hand." As for the interpretation of Ralbag, who 
takes this captivity to have been in the days of Jabin, 
king of Canaan, it is not worth confuting. 

Ver. 31. And they set up Micatts graven image, which he 
made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh:]. 
Which was all the time of the judges mentioned in this 
book; who, though zealous reformers, could not, it seems, 
extend their authority to the very skirts of the country, 
where idolatry still lurked in this corner of the land : for 
scarce any one of the judges ruled over the whole country 
of Israel ; but only over such tribes as they delivered from 
imminent danger. This appears by the armies which Barak 
and Gideon raised; and in the double oppression they lay 
under, at the same time, in the west and in the east, by the 
Philistines and the Ammonites; when Jephthah was raised 
up against the latter, and Samson against the former : no 
wonder therefore that none of them could make a general 
reformation, nor abolish the idolatry in this place : but God 
used the Philistines as instruments to put an end to it; for 
when they destroyed Shiloh, where the true house of God 
was, they destroyed this house of gods, (as they esteemed it, 
see xvii. 5.) being a resemblance of it: and perhaps, as 
they brought the ark into the field against the Philistines, 
so the Danites brought these images, with the ephod and 
teraphim, and the priest, who w r as slain with Hophni and 
Phinehas ; or, as Huetius thinks, carried captive into the 
land of the Philistines, with a great many other Israelites. 
But this place remained still so famous for the resort of 
people thither to worship, that when Jeroboam set up his 
golden calves, he erected one of them here in Dan, as an- 
other in Beth-el: where, there having been a real appearance 
of God, in ancient time, to Jacob, the people were easily 
made to believe there had been the like in Dan, in the time 
here mentioned. 

CHAP. XIX; 

Ver. 1. Jx.ND it came to pass in those days, when there was 
no king in Israeli] In the time beforementioned, xvii. 6. 
xviii. 1. (See there.) « 

That there was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of 
Mount Ephraim.] He seems to have been a stranger in this 
country, as the other Levite was, who sojourned in the 
land of Judah, (xvii. 7.) 

And he took him a concubine out of Beth-lehem- Judah .']' 
That is, a wife of the secondary sort, without such solemn 
espousals, or a dowry, as those called wives had. So the 
Talmudists generally think. But Abarbinel, following Rasi, 
thinks, that a concubine was taken with espousals, and only 
wanted a dowry, or a jointure (as we speak). Certain itis, 
such persons were really wives ; and it was adultery in 
any other person that lay with them, but he who had mar- 
ried them. As this man had this woman, for he is ex- 
pressly called her husband in the next chapter, (xx. 4.) 
and her father is called his father-in-law in this chapter, 
(ver. 47.) See Selden, lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 7. 
and Buxtorf, de Sponsal. et Divortiis, p. 11, &c. where the 
opinion of Abarbinel is largely represented. 



Ver. 2. And his concubine played the whore against him .] 
"Was false to his bed, into which she admitted some other 
person. 

And went away from him unto her father's house in Beth- 
lehem- Judah, ,] To escape the punishment unto which she 
was liable as an adulteress : but there are those who, by the 
word tizneh, which we translate played the whore, will 
have no more ; to be meant, but that she was froward and 
contumaciously disobedient; so that she could not endure 
his company, but forsook him : the Ch'aldee plainly inclines 
this way ; and the LXX. translate it vpyfoSt) airy, She car- 
ried herself like a fury to him ; and Josephus aWorplwg dfj^, 
She behaved herself nntowardly. 

And was there four whole months.] Or, as others take it, 
A year and four months. For days in Scripture frequently 
signify a year: but the LXX. and Josephus take it for sO 
many days as made four months. 

Ver. 3. And her husband arose, and xvent after her.'] His 
anger was over by this time, and his affection to her re- 
vived: perhaps also he heard she repented, and was be- 
come a better woman. 

To speak friendly to her.] In the Hebrew, To speak to 
her heart; that is, to make her sensible of his kindness to 
her, notwithstanding her'offence, and to assure her of his 
pardon. 

And to bring her again.] To his own habitation, from 
whence she went away. 

Having a servant with him, and a couple of asses.] And 
for that end came attended with a servant, to carry her and 
her baggage (as we now speak), with necessary provisions. 

And she brought him into her father's house.] She. seems 
to have been as ready as he for a reconciliation. 

And when the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to 
seehim.] Embraced him with great affection and joy. 

Ver. 4. And his father-in-law, the damseVs father, re- 
tained him.] Would not let him go away, as soon as he 
desired. 

Ver. 5. And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they 
arose early in the morning, that he arose up to depart.] 
With an intention to leave him, and return to his own house,. 

And the damseVs father said unto his son-in-taw, Comfort 
thy heart with a morsel of bread, and afterward go your 
way.] Her father had no mind to part .with him so soon, 
hoping, by keeping him longer in his housfe, their conjugal 
love and affection would be more confirmed : and devising' 
this way to detain him, by desiring him to take a short re- 
past with him, before he began his journey; for" this is 
meant by a morsel of bread, under which all sort of provi- 
sions are comprehended : wherewith lie desired himto com- 
fort, or, as the word literally signifies in the Hebrew, sup- 
port his heart ; Which in English we express exactly by 
stay his stomach with a morsel, &c. For, in many authors, 
the heart signifies the stomach, as several have observed, 
particularly Gataker, in his Cinhus, lib. ii. cap. 16. 

Ver. G. And they sat down, and did eat and drink both 
of them together.] He made him a great feast, at which 
they sat a long time. 

For the damseVs father had said unto the man, Be con- 
tent, J pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thy heart bd 
merry.] For he was earnest with him not to think of going 
away that day, but to spend it joyfully with him and with 
his daughter. 
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Ver. 7. And token the man rose up to depart, his father- 
in-law urged kim; therefore he lodged tkere again .] He 
pressed bis stay so hard, that when he offered to be gone, 
he prevailed with htm to lodge there another night. 

Ver. 8. And he arose early in the morning on the fifth 
day to depart: and the damsel's fatker said unto him, Com- 
fort thy keart, J pray thee.] Stay till after dinner. 

And they tarried till afternoon, and they did eat both of 
them.] He prolonged the entertainment, so that the sun be- 
gan to decline before they had done. 

Ver. 9. And ivhen the man rose up to depart, he, and Ids 
concubine, and his servant.] Who had made all ready for 
their journey. 

His father-in-law, the damseVsfatker, said unto kim, Be- 
hold, noiv the day draweth towards evening, I pray you 
tarry all night: behold, the day draweth to an end.] In the 
Hebrew the words are, It is the pitching time of the day ; 
that is, when men pitch their tents, to take their rest. 

Lodge here, that thine heart may be merry.] He prays 
him that they may rejoice together one night more. 

And to-morroio get you early on your way, that thon 
mayest go home.] He promises not to detain them longer 
than this night, but to let them go away as early as they 
pleased next morning, without any entertainment. 

Ver. 10. But the man would not tarry that night.] Sus- 
pecting his father would use still the same kind artifice, or 
some other, to keep him longer with him. 

But he rose up and departed, and came over against 
Jebus (which is Jerusalem), and there were with him two 
asses saddled, and his concubine also was with him.] He 
carried away all that he brought, (ver. 3.) and his wife also, 
whom he went to invite again to dwell with him. 

Ver. 11. And when they toere by Jebus, the day was far 
spent; and the servant said unto his master, Come, I pray 
thee, and let us turn in unto tkis city of the Jebusites, and 
lodge in it.] The famous city of Jerusalem (anciently called 
Jebus) had been taken by the children of Judah, (i. 8.) but 
the Jebusites still kept the strong fort of Sion, till the time 
of David, and thereby so commanded the lower town, that 
they forced the children of Judah and Benjamin to let them 
dwelj ^ith them there ; (i. 21. Josh. xv. ult.) and it appears 
by this place, that they were the ruling party, and therefore 
it is called this city of the Jebusites. (See Josh. x. 1.) 

Ver. 12. And his master said unto kim, We will not turn 
aside hither into the city of a stranger, that is not of the 
children of Israel.] This is an argument that he was not 
like the other Levite, mentioned in the seventeenth chapter; 
for he would not take up his lodging among idolaters : and 
it also shews, that the greater part of the inhabitants were 
Jebusites, and the children of Israel had little or no power 
there ; yea, it is possible that this happened so long before 
the days of the judges, that Jerusalem was not yet taken by 
the children of Judah. 

We will pass over to Gibeah.] Which was possessed by 
the children of Israel, viz. the Benjamites. 

Ver. 13. And he said unto his servant, Come, and let its 
draw near to one of these places to lodge all night, in Gi- 
beah, or in RamakJ] The servant, I suppose, made some 
objection against Gibeah, and therefore he put him to his 
choice, either to go thither, or to Raraah; which was also a 
city belonging unto Benjamin, both of them lying north- 
ward of Jerusalem, and not far from it. 



Ver. 14. And they passed on, and went their way ; and the 
sun tvent down tipon them when they were by Gibeah, which 
belongetk to Benjamin.] This is noted, to distinguish it 
from another Gibeah which belonged to Judah, (Josh. 
xv. 57.) 

Ver. 15. And they turned aside thither, to go in and to 
lodge in Gibeah.] Being unable to reach Ramah, unless 
they would have travelled in the night, which had not 
been safe. 

And token he went in, he sat him doxon in a street of tke 
city.] There being, I suppose, no public inn in the town, 
unto which strangers might resort. 

For there teas no man that took them into his kouse to 
lodging.] They were grown so lewd in this place, that there 
was no humanity left among them ; but the ancient custom 
of hospitality, in entertaining strangers, was quite' abo- 
lished: or, if any had so much goodness remaining as to 
be inclined to it; they durst not make any invitation of a 
stranger to their houses, for fear of drawing mischief upon 
themselves, from their debauched neighbours. 

Ver. 1G. And, behold, there came an old man from his 
work out of the field at evening.] Before it was quite dark, 
which was also of Mount Ephraim, where this Levite dwelt, 
and he sojourned in Gibeah. Being but a sojourner him- 
self, he had the more compassion dn a stranger. 

But the men of the place toere Benjamites.] This was one* 
of the cities given to the priests, Josh. xxi. 17. But the 
priests did not inhabit them alone, especially now when 
they were but few, and therefore let other persons, who 
were not priests, dwell there together with them. 

Ver. 17. And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a 
way-faring mail in the street of the city.] Who looked as if 
he was at a loss for a lodging. 

And the old man said, Whither goest thon? and whence 
comest thou?] These were the usual questions made to 
travellers. 

Ver. 18. And he said unto him, We are passing from 
Betk-lehem- Judah towards tke side of Mount Ephraim; from 
thence am I: and I went to Betk-lehem-Judah.] This is a 
full answer to one part of his question, giving him an ac- 
count where he commonly lived; though his occasions car* 
rying him to Beth-lehem-Judah, he now immediately came 
from thence. 

But I am noio going to tke kouse of the io?*d.],This is 
an answer to the other part of his question: for Shiloh, 
where the house of God was settled, was in the tribe of 
Ephraim; (Josh, xviii. 1.) and thither, like a good man, 
he intended first to go, and give thanks to God, for restoring 
his wife to him ; and, perhaps, to offer an expiation for her 
sin; and then to return to his own home, on the side of 
Mount Ephraim. 

And there is no man that recewetk me to house.] Where- 
by he was in danger to lie in the street all night. 

Ver. 19. Yet there is both straw and provender for our 
asses; and tkere is bread and wine for me, and for thy hand- 
maid, and for tke young man which is with thy servant.] He 
uses very civil and humble language, and also signifies he 
did not desire to be chargeable to any body; being so well 
provided with all things necessary, that he need not be a 
burden to him that would entertain him. 

There is no want of any thing.] But only of a lodging. 

Ver. 20. And tke old man said, Peace be witk thee.] He 
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saluted him kindly, after the usual manner that friends and 
neighbours greeted each other. . 

Howsoever.'] Do npt speak of that. :, ; 

Let all thy wants be upon me; only lodge not in the street.] 
I had rather entertain thee at my charge, than suffer thee 
to lie in the street. 

Ver. 21. So he brought him into his house, and gave pro- 
vender for their asses.} Took care both of them and of 
their beasts, at his own costs, as the words seem to import. 

And he washed their feet.} As the custom was in those 
countries after travelling. ... 

And did eat and drink.] Sat down to supper. 

Ver. 22. And, as they were making their hearts merry.] 
Eating and drinking very freely. . . , 

Behold, the men of the city, certain sons of Belial.] See 
Deut. xiii. 13; 

Beset the house round about.] That none might go out; 
and beat at the door; as if they would force their entrance: 
which made the master of the house come to ask them 
what they would have. 

And they spake to the master of the house, the old man, 
saying, Bring hither the man that came into thy house, that 
tve may know him.] These last words are capable of a good 
meaning, as if they designed only to examine him, and 
know who he was, and whence he came, &c. but the old 
man being acquainted with their wicked manners, under- 
stood their lewd intentions, and accordingly gave them the 
following answer. (See Gen. xix. 5.) 

Ver. 23. And the man, the master of the house, went out 
unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I 
pray you, do not so wickedly; seeing this man is come into 
my house, do not this folly.] He endeavours to divert them 
from their purpose with kind words and humble entreaties; 
urging withal, the title the man had to his protection by the 
laws of hospitality, and the greatness of the sin they were 
about to commit. 

Ver. 24. Behold, here is my daughter, a maiden, and his 
concubine, them will I bring out now, and humble ye them, 
and do with them as seems good unto you: but unto this 
man do not so vile a thing.] His earnest desire to preserve 
the laws of hospitality from violation (which was a thing 
very sacred in those days), made him forget the care he 
ought to have had to preserve his daughter's purity. He 
hoped also, perhaps, that they were not grown yet so 
wicked as to offer this injury to a neighbour, though they 
regarded not what they did to strangers, whiich made him 
offer them the man's concubine also, supposing it belter 
than to let them do violence to her husband. He must be 
considered as in a confusion of thoughts, (like Lot, see 
Gen. xix. 8.) and so not to have minded so much what was 
right, as what was least wrong. 

Ver. 25. J$ut the men would not hearken to him.] And 
the Levite also, I suppose, absolutely refused to have the 
old man's daughter or his concubine exposed to their lust: 
whence arose a quarrel, insomuch that they threatened and 
designed to kill him, (as he himself tells the story, xx. 5.) 
which, it is likely, moved the old man to persuade him not 
to be so obstinate; but for the preservation of his life, which 
was in. great danger, to yield a little to them: and persuading 
the men of the city not to be so furious, they came at last to 
compound the matter; and finding the'Levite so resolutely 
bent to defend himself, were content only to have his con- 
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cubine (whose beauty they admired, as Josephus saith, 
when they saw her coine into their city), and to let him and 
the old man's daughter alone. Unto this. they agreed, of 
two evils choosing the least. 

So the man took his concubine, and brought her forth 
unto them.] With her own consent, it is probable; for she 
thought her husband would lose his life, and she not pre- 
serve herself. 

And they knew, her, and abused her all night until the 
morning: and when the day began to spring, they let her go.] 
Lest the light should discover who they were that had been 
so villanously wicked. 

Ver. 26. Then came the woman, at the dawning of the 
day, and fell down at the door of the man's house where 
her lord was, till it was light.] She fell down dead, virb 
XvnriQ ml ataxic ( as Josephus speaks), with grief at what 
she had suffered, and shame to look upon her husband; 
and, it may be added, with the excessive abuse of her body. 

Ver. 27. And her lord rose up in the morning.] So the 
women in these old times called their husbands, out of re- 
verence to them, as the head of the wife. (SeelPet.iii.5.) 

And opened the door of his house, and went out to go his 
ivay.J Imagining, perhaps, that they intended to keep ber> 
and he did not know where to find her, but must seek 
somewhere else by what means to recover her. 

And, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen down. at 
the door of the house, and her hands were upon the thres- 
hold.] She being stretched out at length; as people are 
sometimes, when they fall down with weariness upon their 
faces into a profound sleep. . 

Ver. 28. And he said, Up, and let us be going.] Supposing 
her to be only in a deep sleep, he began to rouse her up, and 
to speak comfortably to her (as Josephus takes it), know- 
ing she was under a force, and did not willingly submit to 
their filthiness. . : .. 

But none answered. Then the man took her up upon an 
ass, and the man rose up, and gat him into his place.] When 
he saw she was dead he made no outcry; but (as Josephus 
observes) prudently carried her away, as fast as he could, 
to his own home. 

Ver. 29., And when he tvas come to his house, he took a 
knife, and laid hold upon his concubine, and divided her, 
together with her bones.] In the Hebrew the words are, 
according to her bones; that is, some of the pieces .were 
bigger, some lesser, according as the joints would suffer 
her body to be divided. 

Into twelve pieces.'] That every tribe might have a limb 
of her, Benjamin not excepted. Among whom it was to be 
hoped there were some who would resent so foul a fact, 
though committed by their own brethren. 

And sent her into all the coasts of Israel] Giving the 
messengers a charge (as Josephus observes) to relate how 
she had been abused, which was the cause of her death. 
He knew not what other course to take to have justice 
done; for, as Josephus there observes, (lib. v. Antiq. cap.; 
2.) there was no settled court of judicature established ac- 
cording to the law. Which is the reason he gives (chapter 
the fifth of that book) why Eglon attempted to subdue the 
Israelites, because they were all in disorder, the laws being 
not put in executioh. 

Ver. 30. And it was so, that all that saw it said, There 
was no such deed done nor seen, from the day that the chiU 
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dren of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt.'] They not 
only condemned the fact, bat were highly incensed at it, 
as a crime beyond all that had been heard of since they 
were a people : for it was a mixture of adultery and mur- 
der, with an attempt of sodomy, and that upon a Lcvite; 
a person consecrated to the Divine service, in some lower 
ministries. 

Consider of it, take advice, and speak your mind.'] These 
are cither the words of the messenger, or rather of the 
people themselves, who exhorted one. another not to pass 
over this deed, only with expressing their abhorrence of 
it; but to consider, and consult one with another what 
was to be done, and to declare their opinion freely, how 
so heinous a crime was to be punished. And accordingly 
we find, in the beginning of the next chapter, that, by com- 
mon consent, the whole body of the people met together 
to advise about this matter. 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. And all the children of Israel went out of their 
cities.] The principal persons, who were appointed to re- 
■present the rest. 

And the congregation was gathered together.] This con- 
gregation consisted of the captains of thousands and hun- 
dreds, &c. which had been established by Jethro's advice, 
together with the principal citizens, as Corn. Bertram pro- 
bably thinks, whom they called to this assembly. 

As one man.] Except the people of Jabesh-Gilead, (xxi. 
5. 8.) and they of the tribe of Benjamin, who had no sense 
of this wickedness. For there was a general summons, 
no doubt, issued out by command of their rulers, to require 
every one to meet at a certain place, mentioned in the fol- 
lowing words, or otherwise to forfeit their lives. 

From Dan even to Beer-sheba, with the land of Gilead.] 
That is, all Israel on this side Jordan, and on the other, 
were of the same mind in this matter. 
. Unto the Lord to Mizpeh.] There was a place of this 
name in the land of Gilead, as we read, xi. 11. but this 
Mizpeh here mentioned was in the confines of Judah and 
Benjamin, for which reason it is sometimes ascribed to the 
former, Josh. xv. 38. and sometimes to the latter, Josh. 
xviii. 26. being a place very conveniently situated for a 
general meeting of all the people, who often assembled 
there in future times, (1 Sam. vii. 5-^7. 16. x. 17.) And it 
was not far from Shiloh, which made it the more conveni- 
ent; because from hence they might, upon any occasion, 
* immediately go to consult the Divine Majesty; which they 
intended to do now, when they had dispatched the business 
for which they met here, which was to examine the crime 
of which the Bcnjamites were accused; and if there were 
good proof made of it, to consider how to punish it as it 
deserved. Whence it is that Josephus saith, this congre- 
gation met in Shiloh, E?c rrjv HiXovv (rvXktylvrzg tccu 7rpb tJJc 
ffjojvijc a$/>o«r$£vr£c> as if it were the same with Mizpeh. 
r And, indeed, in this history, there is a little difference 
made, because they were so near one to another. (See 
vef . 26. xxi. 2.) But Mr. Medc thinks that here was a fa- 
mous place of prayer, which is the house of God men- 
tioned in those two verses. For so the author of the first 
book of Maccabees saith, (iii. 46.) That when the holy city 



and sanctuary lay desolate, by tho tyranny of Antiochus 
Epiphancs, the people assembled together at Maspah, to 
make their supplications unto God, "On tJttoc irpoatvxnG 
etc Ma<r£a to irportpov t$ 'I<rpo^X, because at Maspah had 
been, in former times, a place of prayer, for Israel; and 
therefore some of the Jewish doctors say, the first syna- 
gogue was built here, and make this the original of all 
those which were so frequent in aftcrtimes: for here, say 
Kimchi and Abarbinel, all the remaining kings of Canaan 
assembled (after the battle at Gibcon) to fight with Israel, 
(Josh. xi. 3.) And here Joshua finished his victories over 
the Canaanites,(ver. 8.) and therefore here, it is probable, 
he built an altar unto, the Lord, in memory of so great a 
deliverance. But this conjecture is founded upon a plain 
mistake'; for the land of Mizpeh, where Joshua completed 
his victories, was far from this, in the most northern parts 
of Canaan, near Lebanon, beyond the fountains of Jordan. 

Mr. Mede, also, and Corn. Bertram think, that hither 
they brought the ark upon this great occasion, and so might 
properly be said to be gathered unto the Lord. But this 
seems to me improbable, that they should remove the ark 
hither, when it was so near them in Shiloh, to which they 
might as well go, as bring it to them. And as for that 
phrase, unto the Lord, it is no argument that cither the ark 
was here, or so much as a place of prayer; for where all 
the people of God were assembled in any place, thereGod 
was in a special manner present; as when they all assem- 
bled to make David their king, it is said he made a league 
with' them in Hebron before the Lord, though there was no 
ark nor altar there, (2 Sam. v. 3.) 

I see no reason therefore to believe, that the Israelites 
were now gathered to Mizpeh as a place of prayer (for 
Shiloh was appointed for that purpose, which was very 
near it), but as a fitting place for such a great assembly Xo 
meet, and consult what was to be done in the present-ease. 
That was their business here ; and when they had occa- 
sion to inquire of God, and to fast (and pray, no doubt), 
they went to Shiloh, to the house of God. (See ver. 20. 
and 28.) 

Ver. 2. And the chief of all the people, even of all the 
tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the assembly of the 
people of God.] The word we translate chief, is in the He- 
brew the corners, who were the strength and support of the 
people, as the corner-stones are of a building; viz. the 
heads of their tribes, rulers of thousands, and rulers of 
hundreds, fifties, and tens; who kept the people in some 
kind of order (now that they wanted a supreme governor, 
and the courts of justice were unsettled), and, it is likely, 
brought them along with them to this general assembly; 
which, in all probability, met in the open air, as they an- 
ciently did among the Romans, Athenians, and other peo- 
ple, as many learned men have observed. And Lycurgus, 
as Plutarch tells us, gave this reason for it, that noble rooms, 
adorned with pictures and statues, and such-like ornaments, 
did not contribute dg tvfiovXlav, to right counsels, but rather 
did hurt, by distracting their minds, and turning them from 
their business: but the true reason was, because vast mul- 
titudes met together, which no house would contain, and 
therefore they assembled in the field; as Livy tells us, when 
the cause of Appius Claudius was heard, the people were 
cited to come into the campus Mariius. (Lib. vi. cap. 20.) 

Four hundred thousand footmen that drew sword.] That 
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is, together with so many of the people (for there could 
not be so many chieftains), that came ready armed, to do 
as they should be directed. I have often observed, that 
the armies of the Jews were all infantry, there being no 
horses bred in their country. There are those, who, by 
the comers of the people, understand, not their chiefs, but 
all the tribes of Israel (making the next words the expli- 
cation of these), who made up this great number of four 
hundred thousand ; because, saith Cocceius, all the peo- 
ple, gathered together, is like a house that hath corners. 
But I shall not trouble the reader with various interpre- 
tations. 

Ver. 3. Now the children of Benjamin heard that the 
children of Israel tvere gone up to Mizpeh.] They could not 
be ignorant of such an universal concourse. of the whole 
nation, except themselves, nor of the cause of their meet- 
ing; but when they were told of it, would take no notice 
of it, being stupidly insensible of the crime that had been 
committed among them, or foolishly confident of their own 
strength ; or rather, imagining their brethren would attempt 
nothing by war against them. - 

Then said the children of Israel, Tell ns, how was this 
wickedness?] The Hebrew word dabru (tell) being in the 
plural number, denotes, that they spake to more than one; 
and therefore, in all probability, not only the Levitc, but 
the good old man (his host) and his servant were there, to 
give an account of the fact. 

Ver. 4. And the Levite, the husband of the woman that 
was slain, ansicered and said, I came into Gibeah that be- 
longeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge.] Ho 
relates from the beginning how it was ; and they confirmed 
It, by their testimony to the truth of it. He' being called 
her husband, it proves she was his legal wife. 

Ver. 5. And the men of Gibeah rose tip against me.] A 
great number of them, who were not restrained by the? 
rest ; and therefore he imputes the crime to them all. 
f And beset the house round about me by night, and thought 
to have slain me.] For* he resolved to lose his life, as Ral- 
bag here observes, rather than submit to their abominable 
desires. 

And my concubine have they forced, that she is dead.] 
But though he preserved himself, he could not deliver her 
from them ; but they abused her to death. 

Ver. G. And I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, 
and sent her throughout all the country of the inheritance 
of Israel: for they have committed lewdness and folly in 
Israel.] Such a very heinous crime, as he thought the 
whole nation was bound to censure. 

Ver. 7. Behold, ye are all children of Israel; give here 
your advice and counsel.] They all detested, he presumed, 
such foul wickedness, and therefore desires them to con- 
sider and resolve how to punish it. This could not be dc T 
bated by all the multitude ; therefore some of the principal 
persons, I suppose, were deputed to sit in council, and 
hear the cause, and then report their opinion to the several 
tribes. 

Ver. 8. And all the people arose as one man, saying, We 
will not any of us go to his tent, neither will we any of us 
turn into his house.] The report being made from the great 
council, and their opinion declared, the people all agreed 
to keep in a body till they saw justice done, according to 
their resolution. 
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Ver. 9. And noiv, this shall be the thing we will do to 
Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it.] This seems to be 
a popular motion, who are in love with equality, and there- 
fore desire, by their officers, that it may be determined by 
lots who shall go to war, and who shall stay at home to 
make provision for the army; for they did not know how 
long they should continue abroad, and it was n'ot easy to 
provide for such a multitude. 

Ver. 10. And we will take ten men of a hundred through- 
out all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred out of a thou- 
sand, and a thousand out often thousa7id, to fetch victuals 
for the people.] So ono man took care that nine of- his 
brethren wanted nothing; and ten took care of ninety, &c. 
In the whole, there were forty thousand of the four hundred 
thousand who went out to forage for the army. 

That they may do, when they come to Gibeah of Benja- 
min, according to all the folly that they have done in Israel.] 
That the rest might be wholly intent upon punishing the 
inhabitants of Gibeah according to their deserts. 

Ver. 11. So all the men of Israel were gathered together 
against the city, knit together as one man.] Nothing could 
contribute more to their good success, than this unity and 
concord among the officers and soldiers, who all agreed to 
put this resolution in execution. 

Ver. 12. And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the 
tribe of Benjamin.] But first it was thought prudent and 
just, by tho rulers of the people, to send an embassy to 
their brethren, to desire them to hearken unto reason ; and 
therefore there was a select number chosen out of every 
tribe, who went to every city of Benjamin (it is probable), 
to offer such terms of peace as might prevent the ^yar upon 
Gibeah. Or, they sent this message to every family in 
Benjamin, which were originally ten, for Benjamin had so 
many sons; from whom sprang such a number of people, 
that it made R. Solomon say, From Rachel were descended 
twelve tribes : for there were two sons of Joseph which 
made two tribes, besides these ten families of Benjamin, 
who were so powerful and valiant, that it pulled them up 
with pride, and was the cause of their ruin. 

Saying, What wickedness is this that is done among you?] 
In tho first place, they were ordered to represent tho great- 
ness of the crime that had been committed among them. 

Ver. 13. Now therefore deliver ns the men, the children 
of Belial, which are in Gibeah.] This was agreeable to tho 
law of nations, by which the Philistines had thus demanded 
Samson of tho Israelites, who had done them mischief, 
(xv.10.) See Grotius, who gives a great many other ex- 
amples of it out of Pausanias, Strabo, and other authors. 
(Lib. ii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 21. sect. 4.) 

That we may put them to death.] If the Benjamites them- 
selves would not do justice upon them.. > 

And put aivay evil from Israel.] According to the direc- 
tion Moses had given in his law, (Deut. xiii. 5.) For the sin 
is taken away when it is duly punished.- 

But the children of Benjamin ivouldnot hearken to the 
voice of their brethren the children of Israel.] They seem to 
have been as unanimous in the defence of this wickedness, 
as the rest of the tribes were in their endeavours to have 
it punished. For, quite contrary to all their brethren, who, 
upon the hearing of this crime, met together, examined 
into it, sent messengers to desire the malefactors might be 
delivered to be punished, before they would enter upon a 
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Avar, they most perversely refused to come to their as- 
sembly, or deliver up the malefactors, or so much as ex- 
cuse the fact, much less deny it, but prepare themselves to 
protect such lewd criminals with all their power. One can 
scarce think that there were no good men left among them, 
but they were so few, that they had no authority; and the 
generality were so depraved, that they took part with the 
evil-doers. Perhaps they took it ill that tlio other tribes 
should meddle with the concerns of theirs; but if they had 
had any goodness in them, they would have saved them this 
labour, by calling the offenders to an account themselves: 
which they not doing, made the whole tribe guilty of the 
crime of a few, and provoked God justly to give them up 
to pursue their own destruction. 

Ver. 14. But the children of Benjamin gathered them- 
selves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, to go out to 
battle against the children of Israel.] Instead of hearkening 
to their brethren, or giving any reason of their refusal to 
satisfy their desires, they prepare themselves to fight with 
them. 

Ver. 15. And the children of Benjamin were numbered at 
that tune, out of the cities, twenty and six thousand men that 
drew sword.] So the Chaldee expressly mentions twenty-six 
thousand, but the Vulgar saith only twenty-five thousand, 
and the LXX. of the Roman edition twenty-three thou- 
sand ; but other copies have twenty-five thousand, as Jo- 
sephus also hath : who imagined,' I suppose, that the num- 
ber of twenty-six thousand would not agree with the ac- 
count w r hich follows, of twenty-five thousand and one hun- 
dred slain in the last battle and in the pursuit of them, 
(ver. 35. 45.) and six hundred only escaped, (ver. 47.) 
which make the number of twenty-five thousand seven hun- 
dred. But they should have considered, that the two 
former battles could not be fought without loss on the Ben- 
jamites' side, when so many fell of the Israelites, (ver. 21. 
25.) And the other thousand men may well be supposed 
to have then perished, or some of them to have been left 
to defend their cities, where they were afterward slain, 
(ver. 48.) 

Beside the inltabitants of Gibeah, ivhich ivere numbered 
seven hundred chosen men.] Who were left, it is likely (or 
at least part of them), to defend that city, while the rest be- 
forementioned went out to battle. 

Ver. 1G. Among all this people there were seven hundred 
chosen men left-handed.] AVho could use their left hand as 
well as their right in any exercise. (See iii. 13.) 

Every one could sling stones at a hairs breadth, and not 
miss.] Such excellent .marksmen there have been in other 
countries; particularly iu the islands called Baleares, where 
they were bred from children to hit a mark with a stone 
slung out of a sling, or else to lose their breakfast, as Strabo 
relates. (See Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. 
cap. 10.) This extraordinary skill in their arms (for it is 
likely they handled other weapons with the like dexterity) 
and their natural courage emboldened them, with sueh a 
small number, to undertake a war against such a vast mul- 
titude of their brethren. Which warlike disposition of 
theirs was prophesied of by Jacob, when he saith, "Benja- 
min shall ravin as a wolf;" which is an undaunted fearless 
creature, (Gen. xlix. 27.) 

Ver. 17. And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were 
numbered fenr hundred thousand that dniv sword: all these 
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ivere men of tear.] This is mentioned again, to shew that 
they all persisted steadfast in thei- resolution, (ver. 2. 8.) to 
see justice done upon the men of Belial before they would 
return to their own home. 

Ver. 18. And the children of Israel arose, and went up 
to the house of God.] In Shiloh, which was not far from 
Mizpeh, and asked counsel of God, by nrim and iliummim, 
as they did, i. 1. The Targnm hath it, They asked counsel 
by the Word of the Lord. Some of their principal persons, 
that is, were sent to desire God to direct them, as he was 
wont to do in all great affairs concerning the safety of their 
commonwealth. For so God himself ordained, that the 
high-priest should appear before him with the breast-plate 
of judgment, to ask counsel of him for them in all their 
weighty concerns. (See Exod. xxviii. 30. Numb, xxvii. 21.) 

And said, Which of us shall go vp first against the chil- 
dren of Benjamin? And the Lord said, Judah shall go up 
first.] The same question and answer which we read in the 
beginning of this book; there being a pre-eminence, wo 
may observe all along, given to the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 19. And the children of Israel rose up in the morn- 
ing, and encamped against Gibeah.] These words seem to 
tell us, that Judah was only to lead the van (as we now 
speak), and stand in the front of the battle, to make the 
first assault ; but that all the rest went up with them. 

Ver. 20. And the men of Israel went out to battle against 
Benjamin.] When the Benjamites heard that Israel were 
encamped against Gibeah, they came to the relief of it ; 
and the Israelites marched out of their camp to engage them. 

And the men of Israel put themselves in array to fight 
tigainst them at Gibeah.] The battle was near that city. 

Ver. 21. And the children of Benjamin came forth out of 
Gibeah.] Those forces which were left in Gibeah for its de- 
fence issued out upon the Israelites in their rear, as their 
brethren fought them in the front. 

And destroyed down to the ground of the Israelites' that 
day twenty and two thousand.] Since God bade them go up, 
it may seem strange that they should receive such a'defeat. 
But it is to be observed, that he did not promise them suc- 
cess ; of which the Jews give these reasons : some of theirt 
say, that they sought him imperfectly, and therefore he gave 
them an imperfect answer. So D. Kimchi— they did not ask 
him if he would favour their enterprise, as they did at the 
last, when they said, Shall we go up, or shall ive desist? 
That is, if we shall not succeed, we will cease the war. And 
then a clear and full answer is returned, Go up, for to-mor- 
row I will deliver them into thy hand, (ver. 28.) But Abar- 
binel thinks they did not ask counsel in a due place, nor 
by the proper person; but by some other than Phinehas the 
high-priest, of whom there is no mention till the third time 
they went to consult the oracle, (ver. 28.) But a better 
reason is given in Pirke Eliezer, where they say, God was 
angry with the Israelites for their negleet of him, in suffer- 
ing spiritual adultery among them, while they were very 
earnest to punish carnal. So they make God's answer to 
have been, when they inquired of him the reasou of the 
miscarriage, Ye are zealous against the adultery of the tribe 
of Benjamin, but not against the idol ofMicah, (cap. 3S.) 
And, indeed, they fell early into idolatry after the death of 
Joshua, and the elders that survived him (as we read in the 
second chapter of this book), with which, though the Ben- 
jamites were defiled as well as others, yet he used them as 

Microsoft® 



chap; xx.] 



UPON JUDGES. 



209. 



scourges to punish the rest; intending, in due time, to take 
a terrible vengeance on them, both for that and all their 
other sins. 

Ver. 22. And the people, the men of Israel, encouraged 
themselves.] Exhorted one another, not to be disheartened 
by their loss, but to renew the fight; for they knew they 
had a good cause, which made them the bolder to hope for 
victory. 

And set their battle again in array, in the place where 
they put' themselves in array the first day,] They were not 
so superstitious as to imagine the place wherein they fought 
was unlucky, and that with the change of it they should 
change their fortune (as they now speak), but confidently 
resolved to encounter them in the same spot of ground 
where they were overthrown before. Though there are 
those that think the ground was not well chosen, and that 
they were the more easily defeated, because they fought so 
near Gibeah ; whose name imports, that it was situated on 
high, which gave them greater advantages to annoy the Is- 
raelites. 

Ver. 23. And the children of Israel went up, and wept be- 
fore the Lord until even.] They seem to have been sensible 
that this was one cause of their loss, that they had not 
more solemnly sought the Lord, as they now do; but with 
greater grief for their loss than for their sin. 

And asked counsel of the Lord.] The Targum here uses 
again the same phrase; Asked counsel by the Word of tlie 
Lord, sayirig, Shall'I again go up to battle against the chil- 
dren of Benjamin my brother? They seem to imagine that 
God did not approve of their going to war among thenv* 
selves, who were all brethren. 

And the Lord said, Go up against him.] Here is a leave 
to go up, but without any promise of success ; which they 
should have desired. 

Ver. 24. And the children of Israel came near against the 
children of Benjamin the second day.] Near to Gibeah. 

Ver. 25. And Benjamin went forth against them out of 
Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down to the ground of 
the children of Israel eighteen thousand men; all tliesedrew 
sword.] They had now destroyed forty thousand, which 
was a much greater number than the Bcnjamites had in 
their whole army. 

V$r. 2G. Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, 
went up.] JJot only all the warriors, but other people. 

And came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there 
before the Lord.] Upon the baro ground, as they used to do 
in very great sorrow. > y 

And fasted that day before the Lord until even.] Afflicted 
their souls for their sins, which they had not done before; 
at least, not with such seriousness as now they did. 

And offered burnt-offerings.] This had not been done be- 
fore. That is, they had not made such solemn supplica- 
tions to God, as now they did by these offerings. (See upon 
Lev. i. 3.) And in particular, it is evident, that, in ancient 
time, burnt-offerings were offered as prayers for forgiveness 
of sins, that so they might obtain God s blessing, (Job i. 5.) 
And Balaam (who, no doubt, understood the ancient ritos 
of religion) offered these offerings to obtain power from 
God to help Balak, and destroy the Israelites, (Numb, 
xxiii. 3. 15, &c.) 

And peace-offerings before the Lord.] These were offered 
to acknowledge benefits received (which ought to accom- 



pany our prayers), and some of them also were a kind of 
prayer to God for the benefits they hoped still to receive 
(See upon Lev. vii. 1G.) 

Ver. 27. And the children of Israel inquired of the Lord.] 
The same expression is again in the T&rgum; by the Word 
of the Lord. 

For the ark of the covenant of God was therein those 
days.] They had inquired of the Lord before, but not as 
they ought to have done ; and therefore no mention is made 
till now of the presence of God continuing among them. 
For, confiding in the justice of their cause, and their vast 
forces/ they seem to have made but slight and perfunctory 
addresses to God before they undertook the war. 

Ver. 28. And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron, stood before it in those days.] To stand before it, is 
as much as to minister unto God before the * ark, where he 
resided. (See upon Deut. x. 8. xviii. 7.) Some think this 
is here set down to direct us to the time when this war was 
made, which was not long after the death of Joshua, (as I. 
said before, xix. 1.) otherwise Phinehas must have been now 
(if this were after the time of the judges) above three hun- 
dred years old, which is far beyond the age to which men 
then lived ; for it was above so many years since he did that 
noble fact mentioned in Numb. xxv. Saidus Batricides, 
therefore, more justly makes him to have been high-priest 
only, twenty-five years ; and the Chron. Alexandr. mentions 
three other priests between him and Eli, as 'Mr. Seldcn ob- 
serves, lib. i. de Succession, in Pontif. cap. 2. • 

Saying, Shall I yet again go out. to battle against the 
children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease?] This 
is a plainer query than either of the former (as Pet. Martyr 
here observes) ; for at first they only asked what tribe should 
first go up, presuming the war was fit to be made, (ver. 18.) 
and the second time only, whether God would have them 
renew the fight, (ver. 23.) But now they ask, whether 
they should proceed in the war, or desist from any further 
attempt? that is, saith he, they leave it wholly to God's 
pleasure; desiring to do no more, if he did not think good 
to accompany them with his blessing. 

And the Lord said, Go up; for to-morrow I will deliver 
them into thy hand.] Accordingly he condescended to give 
them a gracious answer, assuring them of a speedy victory. 

Ver. 20. And Israel set Hers in wait round about Gibeah.J 
This seems to intimate, that, in the former onsets, they had 
relied too much upon their numbers: but now, though they* 
were encouraged by God himself, they grew more humble 
and less audacious in their enterprise, laying ambushes se- 
cretly in several places on several sides of the city. 

Ver. 30. And the children of Israel went up against the 
children of Benjamin on the third day, and put themselves in 
array against Gibeah, as at other times.] I suppose they 
appeared in the same place mentioned ver. 22. as if they 
intended to renew tho fight there. And this was, perhaps, 
the third day after the last battle; one having been spent 
in going to Shiloh, and another in fasting and prayer there. 
Or, by the third day may be meant the third day of battle. 

Ver. 31. And the children of Benjamin went out against 
the people, and were drawn away from the city.] The chil- 
dren of Israel pretending to avoid fighting, and to flee 
from them; as we read in the next verse they had agreed. 

And they began to smite of the people, and to kill, as at 
other times.] In tho two former battles. 
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In the highways, of which one goeth tip to the house of 
God.] That is, to Shiloh. 

And the other to Gibeah in the fields.] So called, to dis- 
tinguish it from this Gibeah; which, as I said, stood upon 
a hill, as the other did in lower ground. 

About thirty men of Israel.'] Whom they killed in the 
rear of their army, as they retreated. 

Ver. 32. And the children of Benjamin said, They are 
smitten down before us, as at the first.] From this flight 
they presumed they should get a new victory over such 
cowards. 

' But the children of Israel said, Let its flee, and draiv 
them from the city into the highways.] But this was only a 
stratagem of the Israelites, to draw them aAvay from Gi- 
beah into a more advantageous place of setting upon 
them, 

; ' Ver. 33. And all the men of Israel] All that were posted 
in a certain place, whither they designed to draw the Ben- 
jamites, 

\; Rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at 
Baal-Tamar.] The sight of such a body of men appearing 
unexpectedly ready to encounter them, must needs be a 
great surprise to the Benjamites, who thought of nothing 
but pursuing those that run away from them. 

And the Hers in wait of Israel came forth out of their 
places.] At the same time, they that were placed in ambush 
behind them, rose up to assault the city. 

Even out of the meadows of Gibeah.] Whether it be trans- 
lated the meadows, or the plaiits, or. the flat ground, that 
lay before the city, it is not material; for the sense is the 
same. (See Lud. de Dieu.) - * t 

Ver. 34. And there came against Gibeah ten thousand 
chosen men out of all Israel.] Some look upon these as a 
detachment (as they now speak) from the main body at 
Baal-Tamar, who marched to assault the city on one side, 
while the liers in wait assaulted it on the other. 
* And the battle was sore; but they knew not that evil was 
near them.] The Benjamites fought stoutly; but were not 
sensible of the danger they were in to be destroyed. *- 

yer. 35. And the Lord smote Benjamin before Israel: 
and the children of Israel destroyed of the Benjamites that 
day twenty and five thousand and a hundred men; all these 
drew the sit-orrf] This is a general account of the. fight, and 
of the Benjamites' loss; the particulars of both are related 
in the following verses. 

. Ver. 3G. So the children of Benjamin saw that they were 
smitten.] There was an apparent overthrow given them by 
the Israelites: the manner of which is described from the 
beginning of the action of this day, to the conclusion, in the 
folloAving part of this chapter. 

For the men of Israel gave. place to the Benjamites.] 
Seemed to flee before them; as was before related. 

Because they trusted to the Hers in wait, which they had 
set beside Gibeah.] Resolving not to fight till they saAV 
their ambush had executed Avhat was commanded against 
the city. 

Ver. 37. And the Iters in wait hasted, and rushed upon 
Gibeah.] Which they did with all speed, as soon as they 
saw the Benjamites withdraAvn a good way from the city; 
and fell upon the inhabitants on a sudden. 

And the liers in wait drew themselves along, and smote all 
the city with the edge of the stvord.] Having entered the 



city, they spread themselves into the seA'eral parts of it, 
and killed all they found therein 

Ver. 38. Now there was an appointed sign between the 
men of Israel and the liers in wait, that they should make a 
great flame with smoke to rise up out of the city.] They had 
agreed beforehand, that Avhen the city was taken by the 
liers in Avait, they should set it on fire; Avhcreby the Israel- 
ites might know Avhen it Avas time to face about, and fight 
Avith the Benjamites. 

Ver, 39. And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, 
Benjamin began to smite and kill of the men of Israel about 
thirty persons; for they said, Surely they are smitten down 
before us, as in the first battle.] Till that sign Avas given, 
they retreated as if they were beaten, and lost some men ; 
Avhereby the Benjamites were deceived into secure hopes 
of aneAV victory. 

Ver. 40, But when the flame began to arise out of the city 
with a pillar of smoke, the Benjamites looked behind them,> 
and, behold, the flame of the city ascended up to heaven.] It 
is likely the Israelites shouted when they turned about to 
fall upon the Benjamites; Avhich made them look back to 
see Avhat unexpected supplies they. had received. 

Ver. 41. And when the men of Israel turned again,- the 
men of Benjamin were amazed.] At this sudden change 
from flight to fighting, . i 

For they saw that evil was come upon them.] They being 
beset by the Israelites both behind and before. 
- Ver. 42. Therefore they turned their backs before the men 
of Israel.] ^Whom they had pursued; but noAV ran away 
from them, . . * 

Unto the way of the wilderness.] For they Avcre beset on 
all other sides. 

But the battle overtook 'them.] That is, the men of war 
pursued them so closely that they could not escape. 

And them which came out of the cities they destroyed in 
the midst of them.] Or, they that came out of the cities, viz. 
of Israel, helped to cut them off. * • ■ 

Ver. 43. Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round about, 
and chased them, and trode them down with ease.] For they 
made no resistance, but only sought where they might flee 
for safety. 

Over ^against Gibeah towards the sun-rising,] There is 
another translation of the latter part of this verse, in the 
margin of our Bibles, AAith which I shall not trouble the 
reader, because it makes no alteration in the sense, which 
is to.sheAV Avhere the greatest slaughter of them Avas made. 
Ver. 44. And there fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand 
men.] In the Avilderness, eastAAard of Gibeah* 

All these were men of valour.] Stout soldiers, as appears 
by the tAvo defeats they had given to the numerous army of 
the Israelites. 

Ver. 45. And they turned, and fled towards the wilderness, 
unto the rock of Rimmon.] The remainder of the army of 
Benjamin endeavoured to save themselves, by flying to a 
strong inaccessible place Avhich was in that Avilderness. 

And they gleaned of them in the highways five thousand 
men.] They could not flee thither in a body, but scattered 
up and doAvn in the highAvay; Avhere they picked up five 
thousand more, and sIcav them. 

And pursued hard after them to Gidom, and slew two 
thousand of them.] And folloAving them very close, as far 
as to a place called Gidom, they killed tAvo thousand more. 
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Ver. 46. So all which fell that day of Benjamin were 
twenty and five thousand men that drew sword.] For they 
slew in the first conflict eighteen thousand ; and in several 
parties, as they fled towards the rock Rimmon, seven thou- 
sand more, which make up this sum. (See ver. 15.) 

All these were men of valour.'] Who would not surrender 
themselves, but chose rather to be killed. 

Ver. 47. But six hundred men turned, and fled to the wil- 
derness unto the rock Rimmon.] These seem to have turned 
into some nearer way unto the stronghold than the rest: 
or, being with the foremost, and more nimble than others 
(for it was accounted a rare quality in a soldier to be swift 
of foot), got thither before the Israelites could overtake 
them. . * » 

And' abode in the rock Rimmon four months.] From 
whence they durst not adventure to stir, unless it Ayere to 
fetch provisions ; which they might easily do, the rage of 
the Israelites being in a little time slaked by so great a 
destruction, and.turned into compassion. 

Ver. 48. And the men of Israel turned again upon the 
children of Benjamin.] Left their pursuit of them in the 
wilderness, and turned towards the country of Benjamin. ; 

And smote them with the edge of the sword, as well the 
men of every city as the beast.] Those beforementioned 
were men that drexv the sword; that is, soldiers. But there 
were a great many husbandmen, and shepherds, and others ; 
whom, in their fury, they also slew. 

And all that came to hand.] Even women and children. 
For they had devoted to destruction all that came not up 
to Mizpch, when they were summoned, (xxi. 5.) which none 
of the Benjamites did ; for which reason they slew the men^ 
women, and children, of Jabesh-Gilead, (xxi. 10.) 

Also they set on fire all the cities that they came to.] This 
was as terrible an execution, as if they had been gross 
idolaters, whom they were commanded thus to punish. 
(See Deut. xiii. 10, 16,) 



CHAP. XXL 

Ver. 1. jyi OWthe men of Israel had morn in Mizpeh,] 
When they first assembled there, before they began the 
war against Benjamin, (xx. 1, &c.) 

Saying, There shall not any of us give his daughter unto 
Benjamin to wife.] They did not think of destroying the 
whole tribe when they took this oath; but only obliged 
themselves not to marry with them, no more than with the 
seven wicked nations of Canaan, because they refused to 
punish that villanous fact which had been committed 
among them, and resolved to defend the malefactors. .This 
made the Israelites to abominate them, as people with 
whom it was not fit to contract an affinity. 

Ver. 2. And the people came to the house of God.] Went 
up to Shiloh. 

And abode there till even before God, and lifted up their 
voices, and wept sore.] Some days after their fury was 
over, and they coolly considered what they had done in the 
heat of war, their joy and triumph for their victory was 
turned into mourning and lamentation for the loss of so 
many of their brethren;, for instead of a feast, they seem 
to have kept a fast; as they did before the last battle, 
(xx. 2G\) 



Ver. 3. And said, O Lord God of Israel, why As this 
come to pass in Israel, that there should be this day one 
tribe lacking in Israel?] This is an usual way of express- 
ing great grief, wherewith they bewail the loss of a whole 
tribe, which they saw no means how to repair, because 
there were no women left in the tribe of Benjamin, with 
whom they in the rock of Rimmon might marry ;' and they 
had sworn that none of the other tribes should give their 
daughters to them; so that they must either marry with 
strange people, which was against the law, or remain un- 
married, whereby the tribe would be extinct. They seem 
also to lament their own excessive wrath; for why should 
the women be destroyed with the men, who had no share 
in the management of public affairs;. nor could be sup- 
posed guilty of refusing to make satisfaction for the injury 
done to the Levite's concubine? 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the 
people rose early, and built there an altar.] There seems to 
have been no need of this, there being one settled altar at 
the house of God, according to the law of Moses;.and then 
it. was unlawful to build another. But some think it was 
gone to decay in those bad times; which is very improba- 
ble, for they lately offered sacrifices there, (xx. 26.) And 
the daily sacrifice, no doubt, was continued . in Israel, 
either to the Lord, or the other gods they joined with him. 
It Js more- likely, therefore, that they erected a new altar 
upon this present occasion, when such a multitude of sa- 
crifices were, to be offered by all the people of Israel, that 
the ordinary altar was not sufficient to contain them. Thus 
Solomon did when he dedicated the temple, 1 Kings vih\ 
64. And by the direction of God, it was frequently done* 
in other places; and not only at the house of God, as by 
Samuel, 1 Sam. vii. xi. xiv. and David, 2 Sam. xxiv. and> 
Elijah, 1 Kings xviiL 

And offered burnt-offerings and' peace-offerings.] As* they 
had done before the last battle. For God having made 
them victorious, they thanked him ifor it, and prayed him 
to continue his mercy to them * r ' particularly begging his 
direction, it is probable, in the present strait wherein they 
were, about restoring the tribe of Benjamin., 

Ver. 5. And the children of Israel said, Who is thero 
among all the tribes of Israel that came not up with the 
congregation unto the Lord?] When summons went out to 
call them together, under a. great penalty upon those who- 
absented themselves. (See xx. 1.) 

For they had made a great oath concerning him that came 
not up to the Lord to Mizpeh, saying, Surely he shall be put 
to death.] This great oath was in the nature of a cherem, 
as the Hebrews call it ; whereby it was lawful for the 
whole congregation to devote those to destruction, who did 
not obey public orders in time of war, or great distress- 
(See upon Lev. xxvii. 29.), 

This oath, I take it, was>made by the great assembly of 
their rulers .(called the whole congregation) before they • 
summoned the people to Mizpeh^ as the other oath (men- 
tioned ver.l.) was made after the people were come thither,, 
upon the- Benjamites! refusal to do justice. 

Ver. 6. Andtlie children of Israel repented them for Ben- 
jamin their brother, and said, There is one tribe cut off from 
Israel this day.] They still continued to lament their too* 
great severity against Benjamin, and, begin to consult how 
to repair the breach they had made* 
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Ver. 7. How shall we do for wives for them that remain, 
seeing we have sworn by the Lord.] The Targum continues 
its usual stylo, by the Word of the Lord. - 

That we will not give them, of our daughters to wives?] 
Tins was tho question debated in their common council, 
(sco ver. 1G.) how to bring themselves out of this difficulty, 
into which they were brought by their oath, which, being 
rashly made, it might bo thought ought not to be kept 
But they had such a reverence to a solemn oath, that they 
resolved to do all that was possible to find a way to keep 
their oath, and yet not to let the Benjamites be without 
wives. 

Ver. 8. And they said, Wliat one is there of the tribes of 
Israel that came not np to the Lord to Mizpeh?] Some in 
the council proposed to make an inquiry into all their 
tribes, whether they could find any that had not regarded 
the other oath they had made, (ver. 5.) And it appeared 
(as the next words tell us) that, Behold, there came none to 
the camp from Jabesh-Gilead to the assembly. 

Ver. 9/For the people were numbered, and, behold, there 
were none of the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead there.] A rare 
instance of piety, that none of the whole congregation of 
Israel (who. were now numbered) departed home, till they 
had been at the house of God, to give thanks for the vic- 
tory.he had given them. 

Ver. 10. And the congregation sent thither twelve thou* 
sand men of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying.] 
This .was the first result of their consultations. 

Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead with the 
edge of the sword.] This was a city on the other side of 
Jordan, in the tribe of Manasseh ; who were ordered to be 
slain, as public enemies, because they had not obeyed the 
order of the whole congregation ; and, by refusing to join 
with them against the Benjamites, had made themselves 
partakers of their crimes.' ■ ;« 

With the women and the children.] In this, their anger , 
transported them again beyond reason; for these had not 
offended. And if it be said they were all under the clxerem, 
I do not see how they could justify their sparing all virgins, 
as we find they did by a public decree ; unless we suppose, 
that. God (before whom they now were) dispensed in this 
case, because of the public necessity. 

Ver. 11. And this is the thing that ye slialldo, Ye shall 
utterly destroy every male, and every woman that hath lain 
by man.] The Hebrew doctors here raise a difficult ques- 
tion, as they account it, how they could know those'who 
had lain with man, from those that had not; D. Kimchi 
fancies, that all the women were ordered to pass before the 
ark, and they who were stopped there, and could go no 
further, were taken for virgins. Others, that they passed 
before the crown of the high-priest, and they who had 
known a man, turned yellow or pale. But these are idle 
conceits, and I will mention no more of them, which are 
still more extravagant; when the plain account is, That 
they slew such as were not commonly reputed to be vir- 
gins, and saved those that were. (See Wagenseil, in his 
Confutation of Lipman's Carmen Memoriale, p. 400.) 

Ver. 12. And they found among the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
Gilead four hundred young virgins, that had not known 
man by lying with any male; and they brought them unto 
the camp to Shiloh.] Which shews, that the making them 
pass before the ark is a foolish .conceit; for they were 



looked upon as virgins before, they came to Shiloh, where 
the ark was. \ 

Which isin the land of Canaan.] Which the city of Ja- 
besh-Gilead was not; but in tho land taken from the two 
kings of the Amorites, Sihon and Og. 

Ver. 13. And the whole congregation sent some to speak to 
the children of Benjamin that were in the rockRimmon, and 
to call peaceably to them.] To give them the public faith, 
that they might safely return, and be received kindly by 
the Israelites. . t 

Ver. 14. And Benjamin came again at that time.] All 
the six hundred men, who had saved themselves in that 
fortress. 

And they gave them wives } which they had saved alive of 
the women of Jabesh-Gilead.] Which they -thought they 
might lawfully do, notwithstanding their oath, because it 
obliged those only who were present in the assembly where 
it was made, not the absent, as they of Jabesh-Gilead were-. 

And yet so they sufficed them not.] For still two hundred 
wanted wives. > 1 

Ver. 15. And the people repented themselves for Benja- 
min.] This gave occasion to a new lamentation, whereby ^ 
they testified to the Benjamites how sorry they were for 
what had been done. . .-> tWu 

Because that the Lord had made a breach in the tribes 6} 
Israel.] For the punishment of their crime was approved 
by God, though they executed it with too much severity. 

Ver. 16. Then the elders of the congregation said, How 
shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the wo- 
men are destroyed out of Benjamin?] This made them enter 
into a new deliberation in the council of the elders, how to 
get wives for the two hundred men remaining, since there 
were none in the tribe of Benjamin, and no more to be 
found among themselves, without breaking their oath. • 

Ver. 17. And they said, There must be an inheritance for 
them that are escaped of Benjamin, that a Mbe be not de? 
stroyed out of Israel.] These words, there must be, are not 
in the Hebrew, where the words run thus, The inheritance 
of them that are escaped, is for Benjamin, &c. That is, the 
children of Benjamin must have that part of the country 
which was given them by the Divine lot for their inhe- 
ritance, and we must not give it to any other persons; for 
then a tribe would be lost in Israel. This was all that 
some in the council said, who proposed no means whereby 
this tribe should be restored, but only asserted it must be 
done, leaving others to consider how. 

Ver. 18. Ilowbeit we may not give them wives of our 
daughters: for the children of Israel have sivorn, saying, 
Cursed be he thai giveth a wife to Benjamin.] These perr 
sons, who spake next in tho council, only increased the 
difficulty, by putting tbcm in mind not to think to help 
their brethren by breaking their oath. 

Ver. 19. Then they said.] Then some rose up in the 
council, after a long debate, and gave the following advice. 

Behold, there is a feast of the Lord'iu Shiloh yearly.] All 
the three great festivals were to be. observed in the place 
where God settled his habitation, which was now at Shiloh; 
where all the people assembled to praise God, and to feast 
one with another. And though some think the feast of the 
Passover to be here meant, yet it is more commonly, and 
with more reason, concluded^to be the feast of tabernacles, 
which was a time of exceeding great joy, because they had 
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newly gathered their vintage ; and then they dwelt in 
booths, behind which the Benjainites might conveniently 
lurk, and watch their opportunity to carry away the vir- 
gins. This feast of tabernacles, also, was the only season 
wherein the Jewish virgins were allowed to dance. 

In a place ivhich is on the north side of Beth-eL] This is 
not a description of Shiloh, whose situation was better 
known than any other (being the place where all Israel 
went to worship), but of the place where they met to dance, 
-which was not in the city, but in the fields, where they had 
more liberty, and a freer air. 

On the east side of the highway that goeth tip from Beth-el 
to Shechem, and 4 on the south of Lebonah.] This place is 
thus particularly described, that the Benjamites might 
know exactly where they might most advantageously lie 
concealed, to obtain their purpose. 

Ver. 20. Therefore they commanded the children of Ben- 
jamin.'] They had some authority who made this order; 
and Josephus calls them the yspovala, the senate of the 
elders, whom Bertram makes bold to call the Seventy, as if 
the great Sanhedrin (as the Jews call them) was now set- 
tled: but I have shewn elsewhere that is not probable, 
though it be certain, from ver. 16. that there were some 
chief persons in every tribe, whom the people obeyed when 
there was no judge in Israel, who all seem to have been 
assembled on this occasion. 

Saying, Go and lie in wait in the vineyards.] Which 
were nigh to the place beforementioned, and, it is likely, 
encompassed the place where they danced. 

Ver. 21. And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh 
come out to dance in dances.] As they supposed they would, 
because it was the custom to express their joy in this 
manner: and though the women were not bound to come 
up to these solemn feasts, but only the men, yet some devout 
women did voluntarily frequent them, as w r e learn from the 
story of Hannah. And they that lived at Shiloh, and the 
places adjacent, no doubt, observed such times, as the men 
did, being near to the house of God ; though it must be 
confessed, that parents were not wont to bring young 
virgins unto these feasts. • * 

Then come ye out of the vineyards.] When they saw them 
so engaged. 

And catch ye every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh.] 
By the daughters of Shiloh, perhaps, are not meant only such " 
as lived in that city, but thereabouts, who all met on this 
occasion. 

And go ye to the land of Benjamin.] Carry them away to 
your own country; which they might the more easily do, 
because men and women did not, in those days, dance to- 
gether, but women by themselves. Thus they thought they 
kept their oath, because they did not give them wives, but 
only suffered them to take them, and to keep them when 
they had them. The great Grotius endeavours to acquit 
them of violating their oath by this rule. That the signifi- 
cation of an oath is not to be extended, " ultra receptum 
loquendi morcm," beyond the received manner of speaking; 
therefore they were not perjured, who, when they had sworn 
not to give wives to the Benjamites, permitted those who 
were stolen to live with those that carried them away. 
* Aliud enim est dare ; aliud amissura non repetere :" For 
it is one thing io give, another not to demand that which is 
taken away to be restored. (See lib. ii. de Jure Belli et 
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Pacis> cap. 13. sect. 5.) But this seems to me to be far 
from justifying them in this matter ; for they did not merely 
permit them to take these virgins, but advise and direct, 
nay, order and command (as the word is in the foregoing 
-verse), to take and cany them away. And, therefore, what 
Josephus saith to salve this business is not true, that it 
was done, ourc irpoTpzirouivtov oure kwXvovtwv, th$ Israelites 
neither exhorting to it, nor prohibiting it. 

Ver. 22. And it shall be; when their fathers or their bre- 
thren.] Any of their nearest kindred. 

Come unto ns to complain.] Desiring them to do them 
right; which shews they were men of authority. 

That we will say unto them, Be favourable unto them for 
onr sake.] Do not prosecute them tor what they have done, 
because it was by our advice, who did not know otherwise 
how to provide them with wives. 

Because we reserved not to each man his wife in the war.] 
If there be any fault it is ours, whose rage carried the 
slaughter too far, and left no women to preserve their tribe. 
They advise them therefore to let their anger cease now 
(as Josephus speaks), because they had let it break out 
ajU£rpo>c, beyond all bounds already. 

For ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye shoidd 
be guilty.] They put them in mind, that if there was any 
guilt, it was not in them that had kept their oath, and did 
not give wives to the Benjamites, nor could help their taking 
them. How Josephus came here to add to this speech, 
that they said they would tell them, they should have taken 
care to set a better guard upon their daughters, I cannot 
imagine; for, at such time of mirth, they always thought 
themselves secure from danger. 

Ver. 23. And the children of Benjamin did so, and took 
them wives, according to their number, of them that danced, 
whom they caught.] That is, they carried away two hun- 
dred, for so many they wanted. With this is commonly 
compared, by interpreters, the rape of the Sabine virgins by 
Romulus : but there was a great deal of difference ; for 
those were strangers, over whom Romulus had no power,' 
and therefore was the cause of a war; but these were Is- 
raelites, subject to the authority of the elders,' and was 
done to make peace and quiet. Though the truth is," the 
elders, in advising this, did wrong to those parents, whose* 
children were taken away without their consent; but. this 
they thought better than directly breaking, their oath, or 
letting the title perish ; for the preservation of which they 
were constrained to do some hard things : but in one thing 
they did very well, that they permitted them to take wives 
only according to their number ; that is, every man a wife, 
and no more. " So that though polygamy was tolerated, yet 
they did not advis$ or countenance it; no, not for the more 
speedy restitution of a tribe. It might happen, some of 
these young virgins were heiresses, and so 'their estates 
would be translated into another tribe : but the Jews say, 
that law against marrying into another tribe* and inheriting 
land in another tribe, did not belong to future ages, but 
only tQ that wherein the division of the land was made. 
(See our great Selden, de Success, ad Leges Hebr. cap. 
18. where he alleges this very example of it, fol. 59.) 

And they went and returned unto their inheritance.] In 
the land of Benjamin. 

And repaired their cities, and dwelt intjiern-] And tilled 
the land, as Josephus adds; so that in time this tribe was 
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restored, cJc nporlpav tvSa^ovfav, to its former flourishing 
condition. 

Vcr. 24. And the children of Israel departed thence at 
that time, every man to his tribe, and to his family ; and they 
went out from thence, every man to his inheritance.'] To look 
after his own private affairs, the public concerns being now 
at an end. 

Ver. 25. In those days there was no king in Israel.] There 
were elders, (vcr. 1G.) who had some authority, and there 
was a high-priest ; (xx. 28.) yet for want of a king (as our 
great primate Usher observes, in his book of the Power of 
the Prince) all things went to wreck, and were in great con- 
fusion : and by a king, as Corn. Bertram observes, (dc Rep. 
Jud. cap. 9.) is meant a supreme governor, such as Moses 
and Joshua were, and after them the judges : so this word 
is used Deut. xxxiii. 5. The meaning of these words there- 
fore is, That in those days there was none who had so 
much power over all the Israelites as to keep them in or- 
der, and not only admonish them of their duty, but make 
all their tribes observe it, by punishing all public wrongs, 
and all whoredoms, and idolatries: and, consequently, there 
was no great Sanhedrin, as the Jews speak of in future 
times, which they would fain find in all ages foregoing. 



Everyman did that ivtych wa$ right in fiis own eyes.] J?or 
want of such a supreme authority, every tribe, and every 
city ; nay, which is more, every private man (?is Bertram 
there glosses) committed many horrid things, which were 
not publicly punished. This was the causp of Micah's 
idolatry, as was noted before, (xvii. G.) and of the Benja- 
mites'fillhines$,(xix.l.) and now of these enormous things 
done by all the Israelites, in killing all the Benjamites 
without distinction, when the law required the children 
should not suffer for their parents' offence ; in binding them- 
selves by such a rash oath, to give them none of their 
daughters to be their wives; in killing all the women of Ja- 
besh-Gilead, who were not.virgins; and now in permitting, 
nay, ordering this rape, rather than break a rash oath ; 
which should tefich pien to be thankful for that authority 
which is over them, to preserve them from such-like enor- 
mities: for which end (as the same primate there observes) 
the custom was, among the ancient Persians, to let the 
people loose to do what they list, for five days after their 
king died, that, by the disorders which were then com- 
mitted, they might see the necessity of having a king to 
govern them, and when they had one, to bo more obedient 
to him. 



THE 



BOOK OF RUTH. 



A HIS book is a kind of appendix to the book of Judges, 
and a manuduction to the book of Samuel; and therefore 
fitly placed between them. It hath its title from the per- 
son whose story is here principally related ; which, indeed, 
is wonderful. For she left her own country, kindred, and 
relations, which. the Jews say (though I confess without 
any ~ood proof of, it) were not only honourable, but royal, 
out of her great affection to her mother-in-law, and her re- 
ligion ; to live with her in the land of Israel, in a poor and 
mean condition. It is very probable, the same person who 
WTOte the book of Judges was the author of this also, viz. 
Samuel; who, by adding this to .the end of that book, 
brought down the history unto his own times; and gave us 
withal, the genealogy of David, from Pharez the son of 
Judah, that it might evidently appear Christ sprang out of 
that tribo, according to Jacob's prophecy, Gen. xlix. 10. 
but by a gentile woman (that all nations might hope in his 
mercy); full of faith, and of earnest desire to enter into 
that family ; which made her despise the pride of her own 
nation, and choose to live despicably among the people 
of God. 



CHAP. L 

Ver.l, IV OW it came to pass, in the days when the 
judges ruled.} These words direct us to the time when the 



things contained in this book fell out, though we cannot 
certainly tell what judge then ruled. David Ganz will 
have it to have been in the days of Ibzan, mentioned 
Judges xii. 8. because he was the only judge bora at 
Beth-lehem; from whence he concludes him to have be^n 
the same with Boaz. But that is so weak a reason, that 
Guil. Vorstius, in his annotations upon him, thinks rather 
it was in the days of Deborah and Barak. I shall not 
mention his arguments, there being a great man of our 
own (the most learned Usher) who places this history in 
the times preceding; either in the days of Ehud, when the 
Moabites oppressed Israel, or rather of Shaingar, who 
succeeded him. Which is the opinion likewise of Du Pin, 
who takes these thiilgs to have been done about twenty- 
eight years after the death of Joshua. (See Usserii Chro- 
nol. Sacra, par. i. cap. 12.) 

That there was a famine in the land.] This inclines me 
to think these things came to pass in the days of Gideon, 
for that is the only time that we read of a famine in the 
days of the judges ; when the Midianites, Amalekites, and 
the children of the east, " came and destroyed the in- 
crease of the earth, and left no sustenance for Israel, nor 
for their cattle." . (Judg. vi, 3, 4.) 

And a certain man of Beth-lehem-Judah.] There were 
two Beth-lehems, as I have often noted: one in the land 
of Judah, the other in the tribe of Zebulun; (Josh. xix. 
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15.) They had their name from the great fruitfulness of 
the place where they were situated; which argues this fa-, 
mine to have been very sore, that even in these places there 
wus a scarcity of provision; 

Went to sojourn in the land of Moab, he, and his wife, 
and his two sons.] He carried his whole family with/him' 
into the neighbouring country of Moab, w T hich was near to* 
the land of Judah, at the end of the salt' sea; and it seems 
had now plenty in it, when the land of Israel was famished. 

Ver. 2. And the name of the man was Elimelech.] Who, 
if we may believe many of the Jewish doctors, was a noble 
and potent person in his country. 

And the name of his wife Naomi.] They make her also 
of a noble extraction, she being (as the Talmudists say in' 
Baba Bathen) the niece of Naasson, prince of the tribe of 
Judah, and daughter' of his brother Salmon. 

And the name of his two sons Mahlon and Chilion,- 
Ephrathites' ofBeth-leliem-Judah.] The name of Ephrathites 
is given them, because they were not only bom, but, I sup- 
pose, bred up, and lived in the same place with their father; 
which, from its great fruitfulness, was called Ephrata, as 
well as Beth-lehem. 

And they came into the country of Moab, and continued 
there.] Settled their habitation in that country, which had 
not been lawful, unless it had been in a public calamity, 
or some great private necessity, as Maimonides observes. 
(See Guil. Schickard, in his Mischpat Hammelech, cap. 3* 
Thcor. 10.) 

Ver. 3. And Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she 
was left, and her two sons.'] She a widow, and they father- 
less. This, Josephus thinks, was after he had been there 
ten years ; but the most, if not all others, think he died a 
little after he came into this country. 

Ver. 4. And they took them wives of the women of Moab.] 
Which was not lawful, unless they had first become prose- 
lytes to the Jewish religion ; as Aben Ezra concludes they 
were, from those very words from whence others prove 
the contrary, ver. 15. where it is said,-. Orpah returned unto 
her people, and unto her gods. This is a testimony, saith 
he, that she had been converted to Judaism. But the 
Chaldee paraphrast is quite of another opinion, and saith 
they transgressed the commandment of the Lord, by taking 
to them strange wives. And so the Midrasch upon Ruth, 
as Buxtorf observes in his book De Sponsalibus ct Divor- 
tiis, sect. 31. 

The name of the one teas Orpah, and the name of the other 
Ruth.] Who do not seem to have been of such great quality, 
as the Talmudists fancy, but of the common rank; other- 
wise they would not have been bestowed upon strangers. 

And they dwelt there about ten years.] After their mar- 
riage. 

Ver. 5. And Mahlon and CJiilion died also both of them.] 
For their days were cut short, saith the Chaldee paraphrast, 
because they married strange women; and for the same 
reason (if it be true) they may be thought to have died 
without issue, for there is not the least intimation that 
either of them had any. 

- And the ivoman was left of her two sons and her husband.] 
In a very melancholy condition, being in a country of 



strangers. 



Ver. G. Then she arose with her daughters-in-law, that 
site might return from the country of Moab.] She packed 
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up her goods, and made herself ready to leave the country 
of Moab, and her daughters accompanied her, it being the 
custom to conduct those whom they loved, some part of 
their way when they went a' long journey. 

For she had heard in the country of Moab how that the 
Lord had visited his people, in giving them bread.] They, 
were such near neighbours, that they soon had intelligence' 
in Moab what was done in the land of Israel. 

Ver. 7. Wherefore she went forth out of the place where 
she was.] The necessity which forced her thither no longer 
remaining. 

And her two daughters-in-law with her.] Who loved her 
as their own mother. v 

And they went on the way to return unto the land qf 
Judah.] This relates unto Naomi, for her daughters had 
never been there. 

Ver. 8. And Naomi said unto her two daughters-in-law.] 
When they were come to the borders of the country of 
Moab; she said the following words. 

Go, return each to her mother's house.] She desires them 
to accompany her no further, but go back to their own home. 
And it seems it was usual in Moab, as well as in Israel, 
for widows to dwell with their parents. And the women 
here also had apartments distinct' from the men, where the 
daughters lived with their mothers, as the sons with their 
father. 

The Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with 
the dead, and with me .] She dismissed them with her bless- t 
ing, praying God would be as good to them, as they had 
been good wives to their husbands, and good daughters 
to her. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord grant that ye may find rest, each 
of you in the house of her husband.] And that they might be 
happily settled in houses of their own, with good husbands; 
whom she wishes they might long enjoy in peace and 
quietness. 

Tlien she kissed them.] As was usual, when friends took 
their leave one of another, or when they met together. 

• And they lifted up their voice, and wept .] Were all ex- 
tremely grieved to think of parting. 

Ver. 10. And they said unto her, Surely we will return 
xvith thee unto thy peopled] They resolved to accompany 
her to Beth-lehem. 

Ver. 11. And Naomi said, Turn again, my daughters ; 
why will you go with me ? Are there yet any more sons in 
my womb, that they may be your husbands?] This shews, - 
that the custom of men's marrying their brother's widow, 
when he left no issue (which was before the law of Moses, 
Gen. xxxviii.) was so ancient, that it was derived into 
other countries, who were not descended from Abraham. 

Ver. 12. Turn again, my daughters, and go your way ; 
for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say, I have 
hope, if I should have a husband also to-night, and should 
also bear sons, 

Ver. 13. Would you tarry for them till they ivere grown ? 
Would you stay from having husbands?] She persists in the 
same argument, and presses it home, that she was too old 
to marry, and they too young not to marry again: but 
should she marry immediately, and be sure she should 
have children, nay, sons, it would be unreasonable for 
them to wait till they were fit to be their husbands. 

Nay , my daughters ; for itgrieveth me very much for your 
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sakes, that the hand of the Lord is gone out against me.] 
She would have them by no means think of any such thing; 
and likewise represents to them, what a mean condition. 
God had reduced her unto, which was the more heavy, 
because she was able to do nothing for them. 

Ver. 14. And they lifted up their voices, and tvept again.'] 
It gave them great trouble, whether they thought of going 
with her, or of parting from her. 

And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law.] Took her leave of 
- her. The Jews observe three sorts of kisses, which were 
usual and commendable among them, all others being 
wanton : one in token of reverence to any person's dignity, 
(1 Sam.x. 1.) A second at the meeting of friends, (Exod.iv. 
27.) A third at their parting, of which they give this as an 
example. Unto which R. Tanchuma adds a fourth, sa- 
luting of near relations, (Gen. xxix. 11.) which is, in a 
manner, the same with the second. Drusius thinks there 
was another, which he calls the kiss of prayer, which was 
in use in the primitive church, and taken, he thinks, from 
the Jews: but Buxtorf saith, he can find no such thing in 
all their books. (Sec Lex. Talmud, in the word Nesikah, 
fol. 1408.) 

But Ruth clave to her.] Would not part from her, but 
steadfastly resolved to go with her to her own country. 
. Ver. 15. And she said, Behold, thy sister-in-law is gone 
back to her people, and to her gods.] The principal of 
which was Chemosh, as we read Numb. xxi. 29. 1 Kings 
xi. 7. By this it appears, Orpah was not made a proselyte 
to the Jewish religion, but still continued to worship the 
gods, of her country. Yet this did not make such a differ- 
ence in the family (as diverse religions commonly do now), 
but that she loved her husband entirely, and had a great 
affection to his mother, even after his death". 
. Return thou after thy sister-in-law.] This may seem 
strange, that she should, in effect, press her to go and wor- 
ship idols ; but her intention was to try her, and to per- 
suade her to do nothing rashly, especially not to change 
her religion, without due consideration, and weighing well 
her reasons for it: for if she had been led merely by her 
affection to her, to embrace also her religion, she might 
have revolted from it when she died, or when she saw her 
condition very desolate. 

Ver. 1G. And Ruth said, Entreat me not to return from 
following thee: for whither thou goest I will go, and where 
thou lodgest I will lodge.] Be content, that is, with any 
condition in her company. 

Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.] 
This is a resolution to cmbraco the Jewish religion entirely, 
so as to be incorporated with the Israelites, as if she had 
been a native among them. 

Ver. 17. Where thou diest I will die, and there will I be 
buried; the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me.] She resolves that nothing but 
death shall make a separation hetween them, and not that 
neither, wholly, for she would lie by her in the same sepul- 
chre : and this she confirms with an oath, or solemn impre- 
cation upon herself, that worse might befal her than any 
thing Naomi could suffer, if she did not faithfully adhere to 
her: which form of speech we find afterward in many 
places, (1 Sam. iii. 17. xiv. 44. xx. 13. 2 Sam. iii. 9. 35, &c.) 
Ver. 18. And when she saw that she was steadfastly minded 
to go with Iter, she left speaking to her.] She said not a 



word more to her of her leaving her, when she saw she had 
a settled and well-grounded resolution to become a prose- 
lyte to the true religion. So the Chaldee paraphrast ex- 
plains it, representing Naomi as declaring to her at large, 
that there was a great number of precepts (no less than 
six hundred and thirteen) to be observed by those who. 
would be of her religion. In particular, the rest of the 
sabbath, to which they were obliged, and to worship one 
God alone, &c. Unto all which she answered, Jlliatsoever 
thy people observe, I will do the same, as if I had been one 
of them from the beginning. 

Ver. 19. So they two went until they came io Beth-lehem.] 
Which shews they were but in a mean condition, having 
no servant to wait on them, nor an ass to carry them. 

And it came to pass, when they were come to Beth-leJtem, 
that all the city was moved about them; and they said, Is , 
this Naomi ?] It being reported by them who knew Naomi 
that she was returned, all the people ran out of their houses 
to see her, and beholding a great change in her garb and 
countenance, they could scarce believe it was she. But 
the Arabic and Syriac versions take it quite otherwise, that 
all the city rejoiced, and said, litis is Naomi. And the 
LXX. whom they follow, to the same purpose, nx 1 ) * v 
iroXig, the city rang with the news, and they asked if this 
were Naomi; for several had never seen her before, or did 
not remember her, but had only heard much of her. 

Ver. 20. And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call 
me Mara.] She told them her old name was not suitable to T 
her present condition, w T hich required she should rather 
be called by a contrary; from whence some gather, that 
Naomi was not the name given her at first by her parents, 
but a popular name commonly given her by her neighbours, 
because of her comely presence and courteous behaviour* . 

For the Almighty hath dealt bitterly with me.] This is the 
reason of the new name of Mara, whereby she would be 
called, which signifies bitter. Josephus saith that Naomi, 
in their language, signifies thrvytav, prosperity, and Mara- 
o§vvr\v, grief and pain. 

Ver. 21. I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me 
home again empty.] The Targum takes this to relate unto 
her husband and children, with whom she went out to the 
country of Moab, which now were taken away from her ; , 
but it is reasonable to extend it to the estate they carried 
along with them for their support in a strange country,; 
where they lived to spend it all. 

Wliy then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified 
against me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me?] God is 
said to testify against any persons when he passes sen- 
tence upon them, and judges them, by sending afflictions, 
upon tbcm; at which Naomi doth not murmur, but only 
humbly acknowledges God had inflicted grievous punish- 
ments upon her, which she thought testified his displeasure. 

Ver. 22. So Naomi returned, and Ruth her daughter-in- 
law with her, which returned out of the country of Moab.]- 
As much as to say, This is a brief account of Naomi's re- 
turn to her own country, together with her daughter-in-law, 
who would accompany her. 

And they came to Beth-lehem in the beginning of barley- 
harvest.] The time of their return is also noted, which was 
about the Passover; for after the offering of the sheaf,, 
riieutioncd Lev. xxiii. 10, 11. on the second day of un- 
leavened bTcad, they began to cut barley: whence the 
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Chaldee paraphrast thus explains these words, They came 
to Beth-Mem in the entrance of the Passover ; and on that 
day the children of Israel began to mow the sheaf that was 
to betvaved, zvhich teas of barley. 



CHAR II. 

Ver. 1. AND Naomi had a kinsman of her husband's, a 
mighty man of wealth.'] So gibhor chail is well translated; 
for. riches make men mighty and powerful. Though the 
Chaldee would have it signify a man mighty in the law, 
by which they d© not mean a man of great wisdom and 
goodness, but, as that paraphrast explains it upon 1 Chron. 
iv. 22, 23. after the manner of the Jews (whose heads are 
full of their Academies and Sanhedrins), he was the rob or 
chief ruler of the academy of wise men at Beth-lehem.* 

Of the family of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz.] 
Y/hose ancestors aTe mentioned in the conclusion of this 
book, and his descendants also, who lived at Beth-lchcm as 
he did. » 

Vef. 2. And Ruth the Moabitess said unto Naomi, Let me 
go into the field, and glean ears of corn.'] This is a great ar- 
gument of her modesty and dutiful affection to her mother- 
in-law, that she would not go any whither, no, not to earn 
something for their support, without her leave. 
; After him in whose sight I shall find grace.] Either she 
did not know that poor strangers had a right to glean, as 
well as the poor of Israel, (Lev. xix. 9, 10,) or out of her 
great piety she would not challenge it as a right, but as a 
favour, which she would thankfully acknovyledge. 

And she said,Go my daughter.] This is a sign of Naomi's 
low condition, otherwise she would not have suffered her 
to go and seek for a supply of their needs among the poor- 
est sort of people. 

Vcr. 3. And she went, and came.] Into a field, where she 
saw some reapers. 

And gleaned in the field after the reapers.] Gathered up 
the scattered cars of corn, which fell from them, and were 
left behind them. 

And her hap was to light on a part of afield belonging to 
Boaz, who was of the kindred of Elimelech.] By the direc- 
tion of God's good providence (not by anyman's guidance) 
she came into a piece of ground which belonged to the 
great man beforementioncd. 

Vcr. 4. And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem.] It is 
remarkable, that he followed her into the -same field. 

And said unto the reapers, Tlie Lord be with you. And 
tliey answered him, Tlte Lord bless thee.] Such was the 
piety of ancient times, that they were wont to pray God to 
prosper the honest labours of those that they saw employed, 
who made a return of the like prayers for them, which the 
gentiles themselves practised, especially in harvest-time, 
which they would not begin, by putting the sickle into the 
corn, till Ceres had been invoked, as Virgil informs us in 
his Georgics, lib. i. ver. 347, 348. 

This is the firs,t time that we meet with this religious 
salutation, The Lord be with you; which wc afterward 
find was familiar, and was continued even to our Saviour's 
days, when the angel saluted the blessed Virgin after this 
manner, (Luke i. 28.) 

Ver, 5. Then said Bpaz unto his servant that was set 



over the reapers.] To see them do their work, and that they 
had provision fit for them; and, it is likely, to pay them 
their wages. , Josephus calls, him aypovofiog, and the Chal- 
dee calls him rab, the master, ruler, or governor of the 
reapers. 

Whose damsel is this?] Either she did not appear, when 
all the city came to see Naomi ; or Boaz did not take so 
much notice of her, as to know her again. 
. Vcr. 6. And the servant that was set over the reapers 
answered and said, It is the Moabitish damsel that came 
bach ivith Naomi out of the country of Moab.] He did not 
know her name, perhaps, but he describes her as a stranger, 
that, out of love to her mother-in-law, and her religion, 
had left her own country, and come to dwell among the 
Israelites. So the Chaldee paraphrast makes him answer, 
She is become a proselyte. 

Ver. 7. And she said, I pray you, let me glean and gather 
after the reapers among the sheaves.] What she might have 
demanded by the law as her right, she asks a courtesy, 
which, no doubt, moved the man to be the more obliging 
to such a modest and well-bred woman. * 

So she came.] That is, he admitted her ; for, perhaps, 
they were not bound to let the poor come immediately into 
the fields, as soon as the reapers had cut down the corn, 
and bound it up in sheaves, but when it was carried off. 
They might choose also, among the poor, whom they 
thought most worthy, or most necessitous. 

And hath continued even from the morning until now.] 
That is, all the day ; for I suppose it was in the afternoon, 
when the heat of the day was over, that Boaz came to visit 
his reapers. So the servant describes her as a very dili- 
gent woman, who had not intermitted her labour, but only 
for a little time, to eat, or to rest herself. 

Tltat she tarried a little in the house.] The meaning is, 
she went and stayed awhile in the tent which was pitched 
in the field, for such as were weary to refresh themselves ; 
or for other necessary occasions. So Aben Ezra expounds 
the word house ; in which some think Boaz found her rest- 
ing herself, and wondering to see a stranger there, inquired 
who she was. 

Ver. 8. Then said Boaz unto Ruth, Hearest thou not,- 
my daughter?] A form of speech calling for attention to 
what is said. 

Go not to glean in another field, neither go. from hence^] 
He would not have her go to glean in any other field, nor 
to stir from thence to supply any of her wants, as appears 
by what follows. 

But abide here fast by my maideiis.] Who reaped as well 
as men (as the next verse shews), and their company was 
the fittest for her on all accounts. Some think this was a 
labour too hard for women, and therefore they will have 
it, that his maidens only came to bring provisions for tho 
men, as Virgil describes Thestylis to have done, in his 
second Eclogue, ver. 10. 

Ver. 9. Let thine eyes be on the field that they do reap, 
and go thou after them.] Observe their motions, and follow 
them. 

Have I not charged the young men that they touch thee 
not?] Give thee no molestation, as the Vulgar understands 
it. And so the word touch sometimes signifies, to do harm 
to others, (Psah cv. 15.) But the Chaldee paraphrast ex- 
tends it further, that they should not come near her, but.. 
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kcop at a distance from her, and consequently offer no in- 
civility or rudeness to her, which was too common among 
rustics, especially when they were full of mirth, in har- 
vest and vintage-time. 

And when thou art athirst, go unto the vessels, and drink 
of that- which the young men have drawn.] There was ex- 
cellent water at Bcth-lehcm, (2 Sam. xxiii. 15.) which either 
the reapers, or some that attended them, had brought in 
vessels into the field, to quench their thirst when they 
were dry. 

Vcr. 10. Tlien she fell on her face, and bowed herself to 
the ground.] A posture of the greatest reverence and sub- 
mission, either in civil or religious worship, and was used 
when they w r ould express their most grateful sense of any 
favour done them. (See Gen. xxiii. 7. 12. xxvii. 29, &c.) 
And said, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou 
shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing lama stranger ?] To 
take knowledge of any person, is to shew kindness, in the- 
Scripture language, and is the effect of finding grace, that 
is, favour with any one;* which was the greater in Boaz, 
because he had never, seen her before, or was not acquainted 1 
with her, / 

Vcr. 11. And Boaz anstvered and said unto her, It hath 
been fully shewn me all that thou hast done unto thy mother- 
in-law since tlie death of her husband.] Naomi had related 
to some friends, who. had informed Boaz at large of her 
great affection to her mother. 

And how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the 
land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people whom thou 
knetcest not heretofore.'] To be a proselyte to their religion 
(as tho Chaldee paraphrast explains it), upon which account ' 
the greatest kindness was due to her. 

Ver. 12. Tlie Lord recompense thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee.] He looked upon it as a very high 
act of faith and virtue in her, to leave all that was dear to 
her in this world to become a member of their church; 
which he prays God amply to requite. The Chaldee para- 
phrast makes her say here, " That she was come from a 
strange people, who were made unworthy to be admitted 
into tho congregation of tlie Lord:*' but he answers to her, 
H Our wise men say, That the men of Moab only, not the 
women, arc excluded from our society/' &e. (See what I 
have noted upon Dcut. xxiii. 5.) 

Of the Lord God of Israel, under whose wings thou, art 
come to trust.'] To seek for protection, an<J commit thyself 
unto his care and good providence ; which was a pious 
confidence so pleasing to God, that the Chaldee paraphrast 
makes Boaz say, " In this thy righteousness thou shalt be 
delivered from the judgment of hell, and thy portion shall 
be with Sarah, Rcbekah, Leah, and Rachel;" that is, she 
should have an eternal rccompence. This phrase, of trust- 
ing under the wings of the Divine Majesty, is often used 
by the Psalmist, Psal. xvii. 8. xxxvi. 7. lvii. 1. lxi. 4. 
lxii. 7. xci. 4. All which places speak of the shadow, or 
the covert of his wings, which seem to be a metaphor taken 
from the chcrubims, who spread their wings from one side 
of the holy place unto the other, upon which the Divine 
Majesty sat; which protection and safeguard was repre- 
sented in the cloud which covered the Israelites in the 
wilderness, (Numb. xiv. 14.) 

Ver. 13. Tticn she said, Let me find favour in thy sight, 
my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that 



thou hast spoken friendly unto thy handmaid.] She humbly 
begs the continuance of his good opinion of her (though 
she acknowledges herself, in the next words, to be very 
unworthy of it), for it had given the greatest consolation 
to her in her desolate condition. 

Though I be not like to one of thy handmaidens.] So ob- 
scure she means, being a stranger, and of a country under 
an ill character among them, that she was not equal to one 
of his meanest servant maids. 

Vcr. 14. And Boaz said unto her, At meal-time C07?ic thou 
hither.]- He enlarges his favour to her, and orders her at 
the time of repast to come and eat among his servants. I' 
cannot devise how the ancient Jews came to apply these 
words to the kingdom of the Messiah, and to his suffering 
condition here in this world ; but so it is, that the Midrasch, 
upon this place, makes these words. Come thou hither, to 
signify as much, as come to thy kingdom; and the morsel 
dipped in vinegar, to denote the reproaches and torments of 
the Messiah : which is an argument that they expected such 
a king, as should be exposed to such sufferings as our 
blessed Saviour endured, who .saith, in the Psalmist, 
' " They gave me vinegar to drink," (lxix. 21.) which, per- 
haps, was the original of this application of Boaz's words 
to the Messiah, whose coming they longed for, and found 
it foretold in more places than we are aware of. 

And eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar.] '- 
Under the name oi bread is comprehended all the provision 
which was made for the reapers, with which they had 
vinegar for sauce, it being very cooling and refreshing in 
hot seasons, as the time of harvest was. So Pliny observes, 
lib. xxiii. cap. 1. <c Aceto summa vis est in.rcfrigerandb ;" 
which cooling quality is taken notice of by Rasi, and others, 
upon this place. 

And she sat beside the reapers.] With the women, that is, 
who reaped. 

And he reached her parched corn.] This seems to signify, 
that Boaz himself ate with them, or stood by them, to see 
they were well provided; and took a particular care of 
her, unto whom he reached some parched com, which was 
an usual, and no mean food in those countries, as appears 
from 2 Sam. xvii. 28. But it may be understood of the 
servant set over the reapers, (ver. 5.) or some of them, 
who, observing her modesty, that she did not carve for her- 
self,- reached to her some of the provision made for them. 

And she did eat, and was sufficed, and left.] There was 
such plenty (Boaz being a great and a good man), that 
more was set before them than they could eat ; at least, 
she left some of that which was carved to her. This meal, 
I suppose, was after the heat of the day was over, in the 
afternoon; for then they dined, but their best meal was a. 
supper. 

Ver. 15. And when she was risen tip to glean, Boaz com- 
manded his young men, Let her glean even among the sheaves, 
and reproach her not.] For that looked something like filch- 
ing, to come among the sheaves. But Josephus takes the 
sense to be, that she should be permitted, if she pleased, 
to cut down corn herself for her own use, which is not likely. 

Vcr. 16. And let fall also soiue of the handfuh on pur- 
pose for her, and leave them that she may glean them, and 
rebuke her not.] As if she was too bold, in gathering wiiat- 
belonged not to her. 

Ver. 17.' So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat 
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out that she had gleaned.] It seems they did not in those 
days carry home their gleanings as they gathered them in 
the ears, but beat the corn out with a rod ; arid freeing it 
from the chaff, carried it away pure, with less trouble than 
otherwise it would have given them. 

And it was about an ephah of barley .] An ephah is com- 
monly taken to be about a bushel of our measure. See 
my notes on Exod. xvi. 36. where it appears, that an ephah 
contained ten omers, and, that an omer was sufficient for 
one person's food for a whole day ; therefore Ruth now 
had gathered as much as would keep her and her mother 
five days. 

Ver. 18. And she took it up, and went into the city; and 
her mother-in-law saiv ivhat she had gleaned.'] That is, 
wondered at the quantity. 

And she brought forth, and gave to her that she had re* 
served, after she ivas sufficed.] Josephus thinks this is 
spoken of* Naomi, that set before her daughter-in-law 
some remainders of the victuals that her neighbours had 
brought her in Ruth's absence ; but it rather signifies Tluth's 
care of her mother-in-law, whom she had in mind, when she 
was feasted with the. reapers with more than she could eat, 
(ver. 14.) and therefore brought what she left home for her 
refreshment. 

Ver. 19. And her mother-in-law said unto her, Where 
hast thou gleaned to-day? and where wroughtest thou? 
blessed be he that did take knowledge of thee.] For she con- 
cluded, that without the special favour of some person to 
her, it had not been possible for her to have made such a 
day's work. 

And she shewed her. mother-in-law with whom she had 
wrought, and said, The.man's name with, whom I wrought 
to-day is Boaz.] Whose near relation to them Ruth did 
not yet know. 

Ver. 20. And Naomi said unto her daughter-in-law, 
Blessed be he of the Lord.] Or rather, Let him be most 
blessed ; for lamed, prefixed to Jehovah increases the 
sense, as in. Gen. x. 9. (See there.) . 

Who hath not left off his kindness to the living, and to 
thedead.] Continued to.be kind to the relicts of Elimclech 
and his son, as he had been to them when they were alive. 
And Naomi said, The man is near of kin to us, one of our 
next kinsmen.] In the Hebrew, one of our. goels, to whom 
of right it belonged to redeem the land, and raise up the 
name of his dead brother, by marrying his widow, accord- 
ing to the command, Lev. xxv. 25 Deut. xxv. 5. (See 
upon the fourth chapter of this book, ver. 5.) 

Ver. 21. And Ruth the Moabitess said, He said unto me 
also, Thou shalt keep fast by my young men.] Though the 
word nearim be of the masculine gender, yet it signifies all 
young people, and particularly the maidens, to whom he 
bid her keep- close, (ver. 8.) And so both the LXX. and 
the Chaldee here expound it; and so Naomi, it appears by 
the next verse, understood it. 

. Until they have ended all my harvest.] Not only the 
barley-harvest, in which, they were now. employed, but the 
wheat-harvest, which followed it. (See ver. 23.) 

Ver. 22. And Naomi said unto Ruth her daughter-in-law, 
It is good, my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, 
that they meet thee not in any other field.] She advises her 
to accept his kindness, and not to be found gleaning in any 
other field, where she might not be so welcome; and be- 



side, it would look like a distrust of his kindness, if riot a 
despisal of it, should she not do as she was invited. 

Ver. 23. So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean, 
unto the end of barley -harvest, and of wheat-harvest.] 
Which continued many days; and in all that time she. 
found, no doubt, the same kind entertainment, which is not 
here repeated. 

And dwelt with her mother-in-law.] Constantly came 
home to <her at night, after she had done her labour. Or 
the meaning is, when harvest was ended, she did not gad 
abroad, but kept her mother company at home ; for so the 
Hebrew, she sat with her mother-in-law. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN Naomi her mother-in-law said unto her, 
My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee.] A settlement 
in a house of her own, with a good husband. 

That it may be well with thee?] That she might live more 
comfortably than she could do with her. The Chaldee un- 
derstands it, as if she confirmed it with an oath, that she 
would give herself no rest till she had married Ruth. 

Ver. 2. And now is not Boaz of our kindred, with tvhose 
maidens thou wast?] She puts her in mind of what she had 
told her before, (ii. 20.) 

Behold, he winnoweth barley to-night in the thrashing- 
floor.] The corn being gathered, thrashed or trodden out, it 
was next of all winnowed, to separate it from the chaffy 
and this was commonly done in the evening, when the heat 
of the day was over, and cool breezes began to rise. (See 
Gen. iii. 8.) 

Ver. 3. Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee.] Fre- 
quent bathings were necessary in those countries, where 
they continue to this day for cleanliness; and anointing for 
smoothing their skin, and making them appear more 
amiable. 

And put thy raiment upon thee.] Her best clothes; as the 
Vulgar expresses it; or her ornaments, as the Chaldee. 

And get thee down to the floor.'] To some place near it, 
where she might see, and observe what was done. 

But make not thyself known unto the man.] She would 
have her conceal herself, so that Boaz might not see her; 
nor, as some understand it, any man else. 

Until he, shall have done eating and drinking.] Upon 
such occasions they made feasts for the labourers in the 
harvest. 

Ver. 4. And it shall be, when he lieth down, thou shalt 
mark the place where he shall lie.] To sleep, after the feasl 
was done, and the guests were gone. 

And thou shalt go in.] To the thrashing-floor, where he 
lay down, as we read ver. 7. 

And uncover his feet, and lay thee down.] She was not 
to lie by his side, for that had been immodest; but at his 
feet, in the posture of an humble supplicant. 

And he will tell thee what thou shalt do.] Either * he pre- 
sently understood her meaning, when she told him who 
she was, or explained it unto him; and Naomi did not 
doubt lie would comply with her desires, and put her into 
a legal way of accomplishing them. 

Ver. 5. And she said unto her, All that thou say est unto 
me I will do.] She put a great confidence in her mother's 
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prudence and piety, and trusted God would give good suc- 
cess to her design; which seemed not very modest, but had 
uo other intentions than what was agreeable to the law of 
God, and accordingly prospered. 

-Ver. G. And she went down unto the floor, and did ac- 
cording to all that her tnother-in-law bade her.] Concealed 
herself, but observed when he came into the thrashing- 
floor, and where he lay down to sleep. 

Ver. 7. And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his 
heart was merry.'] This is a sign he had made a great feast, 
that he and his reapers, and perhaps other neighbours, 
might rejoice together; and (as the Targum understands 
it) praise God for his goodness in giving them plenty, after 
the famine that had been in the land. For so the words 
there are, His heart rejoiced, and he blessed God, who had 
heard his prayer, and removed the famine from the land of 
Israel 

He went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn.] 
Such was the plain way of living in those ancient times, that 
the most wealthy persons looked after their own business, 
both in the field and at home; which made Boaz not go to 
his house, but lie perhaps upon the straw in the floor where 
his corn had been winnowed, to secure it from thieves, till 
it could be laid up in his barns. These thrashing-floors 
were covered at top to keep off rain, but lay open on all 
sides, that the wind might come in freely for the winnowing 
of the corn; which being done, I suppose they were shut 
up at night with doors fitted to them, that, if any body lay 
th ir he might be kept warm; and the corn, as I said, be 
secured from the danger of robbers. 

Arid she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her 
down.] Before the doors were shut up, she came in so 
softly, that none perceived her, and when he was asleep, 
lay down at his feet, not naked, as it is supposed she was, 
but in her clothes, which w r o do not find she put off; for 
she had no intention of lying with him, but only of giving 
him an opportunity to consider what the law required of 
him. This, indeed, looks like a dangerous practice, which 
her mother-in-law put her upon, exposing both her and him 
to great temptations, and therefore many have condemned 
it as a very perilous adventure ; but the known piety both of 
Boaz and Ruth, who were not now in their youthful years 
(at least Boaz was of a great age), made Naomi confident 
no sin would be committed by them. 

Ver. 8. And it came to pass at midnight, that the man 
was afraid.] It is a sign he went to bed sober, though 
merry, in that he waked so soon, and was not drowsy, but 
apprehensive of something extraordinary; for going to 
sleep alone, ho perceived another in bed with him. Or, 
all this is to be ascribed to a Divine motion, which secretly 
suggested such thoughts to Naomi, and awaked Boaz at a 
time when men used to sleep most soundly. 

And turned himself] Being much troubled, he turned 
himself about to feel who or what it was. The Hebrew 
word jilaphet, which we translate turned himself, is va- 
riously interpreted, and hath an unusual signification put 
upon it by the Targum, and the Gemara Sanhedrin, (cap. 
2. n. 4.) where the modesty and chastity of Boaz is highly 
extolled, and compared with that of Joseph. 

And, behold, a woman lay at his feet.] Ho perceived by 
her clothes, and (when she spake) by her voice, that it was 
a woman. 



Ver. 9. And he said, IVIio art thou?] He had no thoughts 
of abusing her, as the Targum cbserves, but only inquires 
who she was, and what her business was there. 

And she answered, I am Ruth thy handmaid.] She humbly 
acknowledges her meanness, and then acquaints him with 
her business. 

Spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid.] In the 
Hebrew, Spread thy wing; which is a phrase importing 
taking a person into one's protection and tuition; and here 
not a common one, but such as was matrimonial. There- 
fore the Chaldee plainly renders it, Let thy name be called 
upon thy handmaid, by taking me for thy wife. See of this 
phrase upon Deut. xx. 30. From hence, at this day, when 
two persons are married among the Jews, the man throws 
the skirt of his talith over his spouse, and covers her head 
with it, as TJuxtorf observes in his Synagoga Judaica, 
cap. 39. 

For thou art a near kinsman.] This is the reason of her 
address to him; which may be rendered, as we translate 
it in the margin, one that hath right to redeem; for so the 
word goel signifies. (See the foregoing chapter, ver. 20.) 

Ver. 10. And he said, Blessed be thou of the Lord, my 
daughter.] He was so far from being incensed at her bold- 
ness, that he wishes her all happiness. 

For thou hast shewedmore kindness in the latter end than 
at the beginning.] He doth not condemn her as immodest, 
but commends her true kindness both to her mother and to 
her husband, which appeared now more than before, by 
her endeavours to preserve his name and family. 

Inasmuch as thou followedst not young men.] This is a 
high commendation, that she did not seek a husband to 
satisfy her lust, but to preserve tho memory of him who 
was dead. 

Whether poor or rich.'] That is, of any sort. 

Ver. 11. And now, my daughter, fear ?iot.] He would not 
have her think he had an ill opinion of her because she 
took this course, or be in doubt whether her motion was 
acceptable to him ; or that, being a stranger and poor, he 
would despise her. 

T will do unto thee all that thou requirestJ] That is, take 
her to be his wife. 

For all the city of my people doth know that thou art a 
virtuous woman.] She had behaved herself so, as to gain a 
general report of extraordinary virtue, as the Hebrew woTd 
chajil imports; which signifies one that doth things strenu- 
ously. The words wo translate, all the city of my people, 
in the Hebrew are, all the gate of my people: by which we 
rightly understand, all that entered in at the gate; that is, 
the whole city. But the gate being the place where justico 
was wont to be administered, the Chaldee paraphrast in- 
terprets it, It is manifest unto all that sit at the gate of 
the great Sanhedrin of my people, that thou art a just too- 
man, &c. This shews that Boaz was truly a very excel- 
lent person, who thought great virtue to be a great portion. 

Ver. 12. And now, it is true that I am thy near kinsman: 
hoivbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I.] This, I suppose, 
was well enough known to Naomi ; but she understood his 
disposition so well, that she thought it would be in vain to 
make any application unto him. 

Ver. 13. Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, 
that if lie willperformunto thee the part of a kinsman, well; 
lethimdothe kinsman's part.] He resolved tomakeno longer 
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delay than was absolutely necessary; but promises in the 
morning she should have right done to herself, and to her 
deceased husband, either by the next kinsman, or by him- 
self. Some of the Jews take the word Tob, which signifies 
good, and we rightly translate well, to have been the name 
of the other kinsman, who was called Tob: and indeed, it 
is likely, this was a name among that people, from whence , 
by the addition ofm/i to it (which was very common) came 
Tobiah. Rasi saith he was the brother of Elimelech; but 
there is no reason to believe this : for, when it had been pro- 
per to mention his name in the next chapter, ver. 1. we 
only .read that Boaz called him Peloni almoni (Ho, such 
a one), which vsere words used when they called any. one 
indifferently. 

But if he ivillnot do the part of a kinsman to thee, then 
will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the Lord liveth.] 
He confirms his promise to her with an oath, that, if the 
other person refused, he would marry her. 

Lie down until the morning.'] Having given her this secu- 
rity, and thereby quieted her mind, he bids her take a lit- 
tle bodily rest; which was very needful, having been, no 
doubt, full of restless and anxious thoughts, \vhat would 
become of her all the former part of the night. .< 

Vqx.\&. And site lay at his feet until the morning. ~] In the 
same place where she lay down at first; having no other 
design, but only humbly to implore his justice and. kind- 
ness unto her deceased husband. 

. And she rose up before one coirfd know another.] That is, 
before it was light; so that if any body had seen her, they 
could not have known who she was. , . * 

And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into 
the floor.] Some think he spake this to his servants: but 
they were not yet stirring; and if they were, they could not 
discover whether she was man or woman. It was spoken 
therefore to her, whom he would .have to be careful both 
of her own fame and of his ; for, as Joseplms here notes, 
Great caution is to be used to. prevent such rumours, espe- 
cially when there is some ground for them, koI pokier Inl 
ytyov6ai. 

Ver. 15. Also he said, Bring the veil that thou hast upon , 
thee, and hold it.] The Hebrew word mitpacath is variously 
interpreted, it signifying any kind of covering. TheLXX. 
translate it 7rcp#wjua, by which they seem to have meant 
that which we call an apron, or a kirtle, which is bound 
about one. The Vulgar, pallium; but it is by us most pro- 
perly rendered a veil; which modest women were wont to 
throw over their heads, to cover their faces. 
• And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, 
and laid it on her.] He would not let her go away without 
somo token of his love to her ; and nothing was more ready 
at hand in the thrashing-floor than the corn that lay there. 
It is not certain how much this measure contained, but, no 
doubt, in the whole, he gave her as much as she could well 
carry; and was so kind also, as himself to lay it upon her 
shoulder. Some, fancy that this load was too heavy for her, 
but barley is far lighter than wheat: and the Chaldee pa- 
raphrast hero saith, " Strength was given hcr'from before 
the Lord to bear it.". And then adds, iS Immediately there 
was a prophecy, that from her should proceed six righteous 
persons;" each of which should be blessed with six bene- 
dictions; " David, Daniel, his three companions, and the 
king Messiah." ,. . • ' 
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And she went into the city.] The Chaldee saith, Boaz went 
into the city; and the Hebrew favours this interpretation. 
For the word for went is in the masculine gender, as in the 
next words it is in the feminine. 

Ver. 1G. And when she came to her mother-in-laio, she 
said, Wlio art thou, my daughter?] It was so early in the 
morning when she returned home, that Naomi-could not 
well discern who it was that desired the gate might be 
opened ; but perceived it was a woman, whom she calls her 
daughter, as they used to do in civility, it appears, by Boaz's 
language, ver. 10. But the Vulgar takes it quite other- 
wise, that she asked her, What hast thou done, my daugh- 
ter? That is, how hast thou succeeded? And, indeed, the 
answer favours this ; and the Hebrew words will bear it, if 
mi be interpreted not who, but xvhat. • , ■ 

And she told her all that the man had done to her.] How 
kindly he had treated her; and what promises he had 
made her, **" ' • - : 

. Ver. 17. And she said, These six measures of barley gave 
he me.] Then she shewed her the present he made her. 

For he said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother-in-law.] 
Without some token of my affection. Some imagine barley 
(which is not so valuable with us as wheat) was too mean 
a thing to bestow upon hen But they do not consider, that 
in those countries it was a better sort of corn than it is in 
these parts of the world; for bread was commonly made 
of it, and that not only by the poor, but the better sort: of 
which we find -examples, both in the Old Testament and 
the New. See.2 Sam. xvii. 28. 2 Kings iv. 42. And in 
the gospel we read of barley-loaves, wherewith Christ fed 
the multitude; particularly John vi. 9. And, indeed, Pliny, 
saith this was the most ancient food. (Antiquissimum in 
cibis Hordcura, lib. xviii. Nat. Hist. cap. 7.) 

Ver. 18. Then said she, Sit still, my daughter.] She bids 
her trouble herself no farther, for she had done enough. 

Until thou know how the matter ivillfall.] But wait and 
expect, till she saw the issue: which the Targum ex- 
presses piously, in this manner, Till thou knowest hoiv this 
matter will be determined from heaven, and wonderfully 
disposed. /'* - , / 

For the man will not be in rest till he have finished the 
thing this day.] She knew him so well to be a man of his 
word, that he would immediately go about the business, 
according to his promise, (ver. 14.) ' .; 

CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN tvent Boaz up to the gate.] Where there 
was a great concourse of people; and where the judges 
sat. So the Chaldee paraphrast, He tvent to the gate of. 
the house of judgment, where the Sanhedrin sat. (See my 
note uponDeut.xvi. 18.) 

And sat him dotvn there.] Among the elders, as the fore- 
named paraphrast will have it: but that is not likely, for 
he called the other kinsman to come and sit down by Iiiin, 

And, behold, the kinsman qfwhom Boaz spake came by.] 
Sec iii. 12. 

. Unto ivhom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside,- sit down 
here.] When they could not think of a man's name, or did 
not think fit to name it, they used these words, Peloni al- 
moni; which Daniel -contracts into one word, Falmoni, 
(viii. 13.) and is the same with the Greek 6 Suva. 
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And he turned aside, and sat down.] Supposing Boaz 
had some business with him, he did not go on his way, but 
turned aside to speak with him. This was about noon (as 
Josephus saith),whcn greater multitudes were wont to be as- 
sembled in such public places, than at other times of the day. 
^ Ver.2. Andhe took ten men.] He would have a sufficient 
number of witnesses of what he did ; which, as Maimonides 
observes, was very necessary in the espousal of a person 
to one's wife. For, saith he, if it had been enough to do 
it privately, many would have taken a harlot into their 
houses for a time, and pretended she was their wife,; there- 
fore it was ordained, that, after any man had espoused a 
woman, ho should marry her publicly, after the example 
of Boaz, of whom we read, he took ten men, &c. (More 
Ncvochim, par. iii. cap. 49.) 

, Of the elders of the city.'] How many elders there, were 
in every city, is not certain ; insomuch that Bertram con- 
jectures, there were as many as there were captains of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and tens, in every city. 
Josephus, indeed, saith, there w T ere seven, (lib. iv. Antiq. 
cap. 6.) which perhaps was the determinate number in his 
time. But anciently, one ^vould think, there were more, 
because here Boaz mentions ten elders (who were the same 
with judges) in the cityof Beth-lehcm, which made Bertram 
(de llepubl. Judaica, cap. 9.) the more confident, that, as 
the captains of thousands, &c. in every city, were the elders 
of that city, so there were as many in every city, of the 
one as of the other.. As for what the Talmudists say, that 
there were three judges^in pecuniary causes, and three-and- 
twenty in capital, it must belong, if it be true, to later times. 
And said, Sit you down here. And they satdoum.] To, 
hear the cause he intended to bring before them. 

Ver. 3. And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come 
out of the country ofMoab, selletk a parcel of land, which 
was our brother ElimelecKs.] He calls him their brother, be- 
cause he was near of kin to them. And he mentions 
Naomi's return out of the country of Moab, to intimate, 
that her poverty constrained her to sell her estate, which 
her husband left her. That interest she might part withal, 
to supply her necessities, but it could not take away the 
right of redemption ; for, as Mr. Selden observes in his 
book de Successionibus, cap. 16. both Elimelech the father, 
and Mahlon the son (unto both which Boaz was of kin), 
gave this patrimony to their wives before they died (for 
otherwise they could not have had the possession of it): 
or rather, the former gave his interest to Naomi, and the 
latter his to Ruth; which, how it was done, Maimonides 
shews in his treatise de Donationibus, cap. 6. 

Ver. 4. And I thought to advertise thee of it, saying, Buy 
it before the inhabitants, and before the ciders of my people.] 
Before those that sat in the gate of the house of judgment, 
and before these elders, as the Targum expounds it ; that 
is, the ten elders beforementioned, that the bargain might 
be firmly made, and the estate legally passed over to him. 

Jfthou ivilt redeem it, redeem it ; bnt if thou wilt not re- 
deem it, then tell me, that I may £nou;.] That is, understand 
thy mind in this matter. 

For there is none to redeem it besides thee, and lam after 
thee.'] That is, no other kinsman remaining of that family 
but they two. 

And he said, I will redeem it.] For it is likely it lay con- 
venient for him. 



Ver. 5. Tlien said Boaz, What day thou buy est the field 
of the hand of Naomi, thou must bay it also of Ruth the 
Moabitess, the wife of the death] For they both had an in- 
terests it ; but Boaz prudently conceals the name of Ruth, 
till he had consented to buy the land, and then tells him 
whom he must take along with it. 

To raise up, the name of the dead upon his inheritance.'] 
According to the law mentioned Deut. xxv. 5, &c. as it is 
commonly interpreted. But it was rather (in Mr. Selden's 
opinion) the fulfilling of the law, mentioned Lev. xxv. 24, 
25. lib.de Successionibus ad Leges Hebr. cap. 15. where 
he observes, that this phrase, to raise up the name of the 
dead, (which is mentioned also, ver. 10.) is quite different 
from that mentioned in Deuteronomy; being no more, as 
R. Solomon notes, (upon iii. 9.) than if he. had said, that 
the name of Iter dead husband may be had in remembrance, 
' so that when she came into that field, men might say, This is 
the wife of Mahlon. There is a long discourse also in Abar- 
binel, upon Deut. xxv. to prove, that this doth not belong 
to that law, of a man's raising up seed to his brother, (See 
Buxtorf, de Sponsal. et Divortiis, sect. 27.) But if it do, 
Grotius thinks that law only obliged bfio-nargiot, brethren by 
the same father to marry the brother's widow; but custom, 
in process of time, obliged the next of kin to do it. (See 
upon Matt. xxii. 24.) 

Ver. 6. And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem it for my* 
self, lest I mar my oivn inheritance.] He had a wife and 
children already, which made him afraid to marry a poor 
woman with a small parcel of land, which would not pro- 
vide for the children he might have by her, without dimi- 
nishing his own inheritance of which he was possessed. To 
which the Chaldee paraphrast adds, that it might have made 
great contentions in his family: for thus he makes him 
speak, I cannot redeem ?*(viz. on that condition), for I have 
a wife already ; and it is not fit for me to bring another into 
my house, for fear brawling and quarrelling arise in it, and 
lest I hurt my own inheritance. In like manner the Mi- 
drasch, upon this book,, makes him discourse. But Rasi 
interprets the words, as if the meaning was, that he should 
bring a blot uj>on his posterity, by marrying a Moabitish 
woman (which he thought was forbidden by the law), for 
children are called a heritage, Psal. exxvii. 3. But in 
this he acknowledges the man was mistaken, as many of 
their ancient doctors were, for the law did not forbid the mar- 
rying a woman of that country. But the plainest sense is 
(as Mr. Selden observes), that many inconveniences might 
arise in his family by this marriage, not only by the dis- 
agreement of his wives, but by the difficulty of providing 
tfor so many children as she might bring him, and of giving 
tbem good education, and by distracting his inheritance, 
and such-like things; which he prudently considered as 
, good reasons of his refusal. (See lib.i. Uxor. Hebr. cap. 9.) 
Redeem thou my right to thyself ; for I cannot redeem it.] 
Which is'thus paraphrased by the Targum, Do thou there- 
fore redeem it, because thou hast no wife, which hinders me 
from redeeming. 
- .Ver. 7. ( iVbw this ivas the manner in former times in Israel, 
concerning redeeming, and concerning changing.] There wris 
no law, that we can find, about the following rite, but only 
custom, which had long prevailed; when men redeemed 
lands that had been alienated, or gave possession of them 
to another person. 
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* For to confirm all things.'] To make the bargain valid. v 

A man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour; 
and this was a testimony in Israel] A sufficient evidence, 
that he transferred all his right unto that person to whom 
he delivered his shoe. It is not easy to give an account 
of the original of this custom; but the reason of it is plain 
enough, it being a natural signification that he resigned his 
interest in the land, by giving him his shoe, wherewith he 
used to walk in it, to the end that he might enter into it, 
and take possession of it himself. 

The Targum, instead of his shoe, hath the right-hand 
glove; it being the custom, perhaps, in his time> to give that 
in room of the shoe. For it is less troublesome to pull off 
a glove than a shoe, and deliver it to another, though it 
hath the same signification; as now the Jews deliver a 
handkerchief to the same purpose. So R.Solomon Jarchi 
affirms, We acquire, or buy, now by a handkerchief, or 
veil, instead of a shoe. 

Ver. 8. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it 
for thee.]' After the accustomed manner. 

So he drew off his shoe.] And gave it Boaz, in token that 
he parted with all his right to him. The Jewish doctors, 
indeed, differ very much about this matter ; for some say, 
he that parted with his right to redeem the land pulled off 
his shoe, and gave it to him that bought it; but others, 
that- he who bought :it, gave his shoe. to him that sold it. 
The truth is, the text may be either way-understood, but it 
seems to me most reasonable to think, that he who parted 
with his right parted with his shoe also. See Selden, 
lib. vi. de Jure Nat. et Gent, juxta Disciplin.'Hcbr. cap. 5. 
where he observes again, how different this was from the 
rites used; when one renounced his brother's wife. And 
Abarbinel looks upon this as a demonstration, that the 
plucking off the shoe here mentioned, is not the same with 
that in Deut. xxv. For Ruth doth not here appear to loose 
his shoe, (as the brother's wife is there ordered to do, ver. 
9.) much less did she come to spit in his face ; of which 
there is not one word in this ceremony ; which he shews 
wholly belongs to the sale of lands, or to their redemption, 
and bringing them back again into the family to which they 
belonged. This appears from the following words, where 
mention is made of nothing but of a purchase of Elimclech's 
estate. 

Ver. 9. And Boaz saidnnto the elders, and to all the peo- 
ple, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was 
Elimelech's, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the 
hand of Naomi.] She bad the first right in the land after 
the death of her husband, and her two sons after her; which 
she entirely parted withal by this contract unto Boaz, to 
whom the other kinsman had passed over his right of 
redemption, by the political ceremony of plucking, off 
the shoe. 

Ver. 10. Moreover, Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mah<- 
lon, have I purchased to be my wife.] He had her by the 
right of the same purchase, and did not succeed into the 
right of a brother, mentioned in Deut. xxv.; for he was not 
brother to Elimelech, but only a remote kinsman of the 
same family, as Abarbinel theTe observes, who could not 
enjoy the land, while she lived, unless he would take her 
with it; to whom it belonged as long as she lived, and: was 
to go to her issue when she died. 

To raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance*} 
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That the parcel of land -which he bought," might still be 
called by the name of Mahlon, whose wife Boaz married. 

That the name of the dead be not cut off from his brethren, 
and from the gate of his place.] That his name hereby, might 
be remembered, not only in his own family, T>ut in all the 
city of Beth-lehem ; for by the gate of hisplace 9 is meant all 
the people that entered in at the gate. 

Ye are witnesses this' day.] Both that he bought the land, 
and Ruth together with it, at such a time. 

Ver; 11. And all the people that were in the gate, and the 
elders, said, We are witnesses.]' Afterthis open declaration, 
there was no heed of any instrument in writing to confirm 
the purchase." - 

The Lord make the woman that is come into thy house like 
Rachel and like Leah.] Such a solemn benediction of those 
who were going to be married was very ancient, as we 
learn from Gen. xxiv. GO. and the Jews continue it to this 
day, which, they say, was always in the presence" of ten 
grave persons, at the least, (as Mr. Selden observes, lib. ii. 
Uxor. Hebr. cap. 12.) conformable to this example of 
Boaz, (ver. 2.) and the eldest of them pronounced the be- 
nediction,* -which was a ratification of what was agreed: 
so our Mr. Thorndike excellently observes, that the bene- 
diction, which we Christians use in marriage, is a sign of 
the allowance of the church "presupposed, as this benedic- 
tion of Boaz and Ruth presupposeth the act to be allowed 
by the ciders, or consistory, who sat in the gate of Beth- 
lehem. See Rites of the Church in a e Christian State, 
p. 241. In the Review of which he observes, that this 
seems to b6 confirmed by the opinion of Epiphanius, who 
saith, Our Lord was invited to the rnarriage of Cana in 
Galilee, that, as a prophet, he might bless the marriage^ 
w r hich, it is certain, the church hath always practised, to 
signify, that the marriage was approved to be made ad- 
cording to the laws of God. And therefore Conradus Pel- 
licanus (an eminent man at the beginning of the Reforma- 
tion) here well notes, that prayers and benedictions aire 
never to be omitted in marriage. 

Like Rachel and Leah.] That is, very fruitful. 

Which two did build up the house of Israel.] Were 
blessed with a numerous posterity. They do not mention 
the two handmaids, because these were Jacob's principal 
wives (and Rachel chosen first, as she is here placed), 
whose servants bare children, not for themselves, but their 
mistresses. (See Gen. xxx. 3.) 

And do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Beth* 
lehem.] These two are but different names of the same place, 
where Boaz and Ruth also lived, who seems now to have 
been present, as Josephus represents her, and who they 
prayed might be a great example of all virtue in that 
city. ' 

Ver. 12. And let thy house be like the house of Pharez 
(whom Tamar bare unto Judah), of the seed which the Lord 
shall give thee of this young woman.] Both Boaz, and all 
the Beth-lehemites, derived their original from Pharez, 
whose family was very illustrious in Israel; and therefore 
they could not have, wished Boaz a greater blessing, than 
to have as noble an issue as he was to Judah. 

Ver. 13. So Boaz took Ruth.] Carried her home to his 
own house, with all the solemnity, it is likely, which was 
usual in such cases. 

And she was his wife.] And all other rites, which w6rfc 
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observed* in those days,l>eing performed, they were com- 
pletely made man and wife. 

And token he went in unto Iter, the Lord gave her concep- 
tion, and she bare a son.] A year after their marriage, as 
Josephus saith 

Ver. 14. And the women said unto Naomi.'] After Ruth's 
delivery. . ' 

• BlesSed be the Lord, tvho hath not left thee this day with- 
out a kinsman.] The Hebrew name otgoel (which we trans- 
late kinsman) properly belonged to'Boaz, and not to his 
son, who was now born : and yet the child seems to be 
here meant, which made the Arabic translator render it> 
hath not left thee without an heir, who being to succeed his 
father, what he had done might be ascribed to his son. 

That his name may be fainous in Israel.] They hoped 
God would make him an eminent person among them. 
» i Ver. 15. And he shdll be unto thee a restorer of thy life.] 
Such a comfort, as to make her, in some sort, young again. 
k " And a nourisher of thine old age.] And in old age take 
care of her, and support her. 

* For thy daughter-in-law, tvhich loveth'thee, tvhich is better 
4o thee than seven sons, hath borne him.] For they hoped he 
would inherit his mother's virtues, and particularly her af- 
fection to Naomi, which was so surpassing, lhat it made 
her a greater blessing to her, than a great many sons of her 
own body would have been; for they would scarce have 
been able, out of so small a fortune, to maintain themselves; 
whereas this being the son of a rich father, could afford her 
tdso a plentiful maintenance. 

. " Ver. 1G. And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her 
.own bosom,. and became nurse tinto it.] Brought it up with 
a most tender affection, for his mother gave him suck : ,and 
•then Naomi took him from her, and educated him as her 
own child., • 

Ver. 17. And the women her neighbours gave it a, 
name.] ' It did not belong to the neighbours, but to the 
father -or mother, to name the child; but they advised 
Nkomi to call it by a name suitable to their foregoing dis- 
course. (See Luke i. 39, &c.) 

* Saying, There is a son bom unto Naomi.^ Unto whom 
they -had promised such great comfort from this child, 
that it moved them to desire it might have "the following 
name. 

• And they called his name Obed.] T&at is, one who should^ 
be very serviceable unto her; for Obed signifies SovXtvw, 
a servant, as Josephus interprets it. By which name, saith 
he, Na6mi called the child Kara avpfiovXiav yvvtuKwv, by 
the advice and counsel of the women, ikV yrjpoK6f.ii$ avrTjg 

*r/>a^Tj(ra/xevov, as one appointed to take care of her in old 
age. The Targum thus paraphrases upon this name, Who 
served the Lord of the world with a perfect heart ; a piece 
•of which service consisted in giving due honour unto pa- 
rents.- Some make it a question, why this child was not 
calledMahlon, according to the law which seems to require 
it ? But this hath been answered already, th&t what Boaz 
did, was not in obedience to the law in Deut. xxv. for he 
was not the brother of Mahlon (in which case the child must 
have borne Mahlon's name), but only a remote kinsman. 

• * He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.] l ? or 
•whose sake this whole book seems to have been written, 

that it might be certainly known from whom he was de- 
scended,* the Messiah* beihg '.to spring from hiiji; which is 



the reason why the following genealogy is annexed for the 
conclusion of this book. 

Vor. 18. Now these are the generations ofPharez.] He 
begius no higher, because every one knew thatPharez was 
the grandson of Jacob, and he the son of Isaac, &c. 

Pharez begat Hezron.] In the land of Canaan, beforfc 

they went down into Egypt, as we read Gen.xlvi. 12. "> 

Ver. 19. And Hezron begat Ram.] So he is called in 

LChron. ii. G. but in the New Testament, Aram, (Matt. i. 3. 

Luke iii. 33.) 

And Rain begat Amminadab.'] These two were boni in 
the land of Egypt, where Amminadab also begat Nalishon*. 
Ver. 20. And Amminadab begat Nalishon.] Who was 
prince of the children of Judah, when they came out of 
Egypt, as the author of the book of Chronicles observes, 
(1 Chron. ii. 10.) which is confirmed by Moses, in his words, 
Numb. i. 7. vii. 12. x. 14; where we find, that, in the se- 
cond year after their coming out of Egypt, he was the 
^principal person in Tiis tribe.. ,r • ' 

And Nalishon begat Salmon.] Who was born in the wil^ 
derness, in all probability, and was called also Salma, 
(1 Chron. ii. 11.) 

, Ver. 21. And Salmon begat Boaz.] Of Rahab, whom lie 
took to be his wife after the taking of Jericho, (Matt. i. 5.) 
And Boaz: begat Obdd.] Here the Targum makes Boaz 
the same with Ibzah, Jiidg. xii. 8. (which is altogether im- 
probable)," in whose days he saith the famine, spoken of in 
this book, happened; from which they were delivered by 
.the prayers of Boaz. ' • . * 

Ver. 22. And Obed begat Jesse.] Who was also called 
Nahash, as some think, and is. expressly aflirmed by the 
Targum, because Zeruiah and Abigail are said to be Da- 
vid's sisters, 1 Chron. ii. 1G. and Abigail is said to be 
the daughter of Nahash, 2 Sam. xvii. 25. * But David's 
mother, perhaps, had a former husband, whose name was 
Nahash, by whom she had these daughters. 

And Jesse, begat David.] Unto whose time there being but 
•four generations; and Salmon, the first of the four, married 
Rahab, after their entrance into Canaan; from thence, to 
the fourth year of king Solomon, there being four hundred 
and forty years, (as appears from 1 Kings vi. 2.) it must 
necessarily* follow, that, unless we suppose some other 
coming between (for which we have no good warrant), these 
four* persons^ Salmon, Boaz, Obed, and Jesse, begat a 
-child in their old age. And, indeed, Boaz supposes himself 
to be no young man, when he spake those words to Ruth, 
iii. 10. And Jesse was counted an old man, when David 
his son was a youth, (1 Sam. xvii. 12.) and therefore, that 
account which primate Usher hath given of this matter, in 
his'Chronologia Sacra, par. i. cap. 12. seems very reason- 
able, that taking out'of that number of four hundred and 
forty, the seventy years that David lived, and the four 
first years of Solomon's reign ; then, from their coming 
into the land of Canaan, to the nativity of David, there 
remain three hundred sixty and six, as Aben Ezra ob- 
serves in the conclusion of this book. Now these years 
may be thus 'commodiously distributed, if we suppose 
Rahab to have borne Boaz in the forty-second year after 
they entered Canaan; and if we assign a hundred and two 
years before he begat Obed; and a hundred and eleven to 
Obed, before he begat Jesse; and as many to Jesse before 
he begat David;' which make the just sum of three hundred 



W^?^Sf I 



CHAP. I.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



225 



rixty and six. And this is nothing strange; for long after 
this time, we read of very old men who might be capable 
to beget children at the age now mentioned; particularly 
Jehoiada the high-priest, who lived a hundred and thirty 
years, (2 Chron. xxiv. 15.) And in our days, Thomas Parr 
lived a hundred and fifty-two years, and begat a child 
when he was a hundred and five years old, as the same 
primate there observes, and produces a great many other 
examples of persons who lived to a great age, very vigor- 
ous. And, if we could believe the Jewish doctors, they 
tell us in Juthasm, that Ruth lived to the time of Solomon, 
and sat with Bath-sheba, when he caused a seat to be set 
for her at his right hand, (1 Kings ii. 19.) I shall only 
add, that Bonfrerius hath largely confirmed this opinion of 
these persons begetting the children here mentioned in 



their old age, and confuted those who explain this other- 
ways, by supposing three Boazes, and other devices, in his 
commentary upon the first verse of this book. Only he 
(and Serrarius, also, who before him was of the same mind) 
has made a different distribution of the ttireie. hundred 
sixty-six years beforementioned, by supposing other years 
of their age, wherein these four persons begat their sons"; 
which is not at all material. • 

I shall end all with the Targum's paraphrase on the last 
words of this book; which are, Jesse begat David king of 
Israel Which some Latin copies following, from thence. 
Cardinal Cajetan concludes, this book was written not 
only after the birth of David, but after he was made king of. 
Israel; that is, after he was anointed by Samuel to be king 
of Israel. 



THE 
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A HE two books which bear the name of Samuel, are 
thought by the Talmudists, in Bava Bathra, to have been 
composed, in part, by himself (that is, the first twenty- 
four chapters of the first book), and the rest by Gad and 
Nathan the prophets. And so Procopius Gazasus saith, 
that this book is called by the Syrians the Prophecy of 
Samuel. This opinion the Talmudists found upon the 
1 Chron. xxix. 29. where it is said, " Now the acts of Da- 
vid, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of 
Samuel the seer, and in the book of Nathan the prophet, 
and in the book of Gad the seer." By which words it is 
evident, that Samuel did write a book, and that it con- 
tained some of the acts of David, which, it 'is very proba- 
ble, are these that we read in this book. Besides which 
there were two other books, written by two other prophets, 
who continued his history to the end of his life. It must 
be confessed, indeed, that three distinct books are men- 
tioned in that place of the Chronicles; and we cannot be 
sure that we have in thoso two books all that was con- 
tained in those three; but only an extract of the substance 
of them, which perhaps might be made by some following 
prophet, and divided into two books, which were called 
by the name of Samuel, because he was the most eminent 
person of the three, and his acts are here recorded in the 
first place. Certain it is, this work was extant before the 
book of the Kings was written; for mention is there made, 
of what we read in this history, 1 Kings ii. 27. And in the 
book of the Chronicles several things are repeated, which 
we find here, in the very same words. It is highly pro- 
bable, also, that Samuel having undertaken to write the 
history of the Judges (to which as an appendix he added 
the book of Ruth), would not leave it imperfect; but 
added in this book what concerned Eli and himself; who 
were the last judges of that nation.* 
See the preface to the book of Judges. ■ . 



CHAP. L 

Ver. 1. iy OW there was a certain man of Ramathaim- 
zophimJ] Either he was born at this place, or lived there 
(perhaps both), which is called Ramah, ver. 19. of this 
chapter; and here Ramathaim (in the dual number, as 
the grammarians speak), becausa it was built upon two 
hills, which made it appear like a double city. The title 
of Zophira seems to be added to it, because it being ai 
high place, there was a watch-tower in it: where, upon 
occasion, men were set to observe who approached from 
all parts round about. Or, as St. Jerome, and others 
think, because here was a school of the prophets, who 
were wont to seat themselves in such places as were re- 
mote from company, and fit for contemplation; which made 
Elijah and Elisha frequent Mount Carmel. And thus the . 
Chaldee paraphrase translates these words, There ivas 
a man of Ramathaim, a disciple of the prophets. Who 
in the book of Ezekiel are called watchmen: and from 
hence some think came- the Greek word 2otf>Je: which was 
the title of astronomers at the first, who from high places 
contemplated the stars. • . . 

Of Mount Ephraim.'} This is added to distinguish this 
from other places, which had the name of Ramah, in other 
tribes ; particularly in that of Benjamin, Josh, xviii. 25. 

And his name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son 
ofElilm, the son ofTohu.'] It appears by this genealogy, 
that Samuel was a Levite, of the family of the Kohathites; 
as we road 1 Chron. vi. 33, 34, Ice. • See Mr. Selden, in his 
book de Succession, in Pontif. lib. i. cap. 18. where he con- 
futes those who fancy Samuel was a priest, yea, the high- 
priest, as Petavius himself imagined. 

The sonofZuph, an Ephrathite.] Ephrata is the same 
with Beth-lehem, which was in the tribe of Jndah. There- 
fore Zuph is not called an Ephrathite, because he was de- 
scended from the Beth-lehcmiles(forhe was a Levite), but 
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becauso he dwelt in that place; as the Levitcs were dis- 
persed through all the tribes. So Mr. Seldcn there speaks 
(from the Hebrew doctors, and the Targum), "Domicilii 
ratione, non sanguinis;" he is called au Ephrathite, on the 
account of his habitation, not of his blood. 

Ver. 2. And he had two wives; the name of the one was 
Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah, &c] Han- 
nah seems to have been his first wife, who proving barren, 
his earnest desire of children moved him to take another, 
as Abraham had by Sarah's consent; which* was not in 
those times disallowod by God; who saith himself, that 
lie had given to David many wives, (2 Sam. xii. 8.) which 
shews it was not then a sin in them to have more than one. 
(Seo Grotlus, in his book de Jure Belli et Pads, lib. ii. cap. 
5. sect. 9, 10.) 

Ver. 3. And the man went up out of his city.] For though 
Ramah stood high, yet Shiloh stood higher: and he first 
went down the hill from Ramah, before he could go up to 
the other. 

Yearly to worship, and to 'sacrifice to the Lord of hosts 
in Shiloh.'] Where the tabernacle now was, and where all 
sacrifices were to be offered, and no where else. Hither 
all the people were bound to resort, at the three great fes- 
tivals, (Deut. xvi. 16.) and not to appear before the Lord 
empty. Accordingly Elkanah not only worshipped God, 
with prayers and thanksgivings, but offered such sacrifices 
as were suitable to the festival : and it is likely presented 
other gifts, according to his ability, as is there required, 
ver. 17. 

And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, the priests 
of the Lord, were there.] Ready to offer such sacrifices as 
were brought to the altar. Whose service Elkanah did not 
refuse to use, because they were notoriously profane; but 
reverenced their office, as still priests of the Lord, from 
whose impure hands he vouchsafed to accept, the offerings 
of pious people. 

Ver. 4. And when the time was that Elkanah offered.] 
His peace-offerings, w r hich were wont to accompany others 
at the great festivals. For instance, at the Passover, they 
offered not only the paschal Iamb, but several other sa- 
crifices, as I noted upon Deut. xvi. 7; all the seven days 
of unleavened bread having peculiar sacrifices belonging 
to them. (See Numb, xxviii.) And so there were on the 
seven days of the feast of tabernacles, (Numb, xxix.) 
Now, on some of these days, Elkanah offered such sacrifices 
as might make a feast for his family and friends, according 
to the law, Deut. xii. 12. 

He gave to Peninnah Iiis wife, and to all his sons and 
daughters.] The. males only were bound to appear before 
God at these festivals; but devout persons were wont to 
bring their wives also with them, and their daughters as 
well as sons; especially when they dwelt so near the house 
of God as Elkanah did, whose habitation at Ramah was 
not above seven miles from Shiloh. It doth not appear 
that there was any peculiar court at the tabernacle (as 
there was afterward at the temple) for the women to wor- 
ship in by themselves; but they came in with their hus- 
bands, and performed their duty close to them. 

Portions.] Of that part of the peace-offerings which 
belonged to him that offered them.. Which was the whole, 
except the fat which belonged to the Lord, and the breast 
and right shoulder which belonged to the priest. (Lev. vii. 
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34.) With the rest the sacrificcr made a feast for himself, 
his family, and friends ; giving to every one a portion of 
the sacrifice; whereby they had communion with the Lord, 
by partaking with hiin of his sacrifice, which had been 
offered to him at his altar. 

Ver. 5. But to Hannah he gave a wor thy portion.] Or 
a double portion; in token of his extraordinary respect 
and kindness to her. 

For he loved Hannah : but the Lord had shut up Iter 
ivomb.] Or, though the Lord, &c. Her barrenness did not 
make him love her less, but rather more; because he 
would support and comfort her under that affliction. 

Ver. 6. And her adversary also provoked her sore, to 
make her fret, because the Lord liad shut up her womb.] It 
added to her affliction,, that Peninnah set herself against 
her; and was wont to twit her with her barrenness, saying, 
when her husband sent her a more liberal portion of the 
holy things than she received, Though he be so kind to 
you, yet you bring him no children, as I do ; which gave 
her great vexation. 

Ver. 7. And as he did so year by year, when she went up 
to tlie house of the Lord, so she provoked her.] She con- 
stantly took this occasion to upbraid- her with her barren- 
ness, when her husband expressed such extraordinary kind- 
ness to her, 

Tlierefore she wept, and did not eat.] Her grief was so 
great, that it made her turn the festival into a fast. So Ter- 
tullian understands it, who (in his book de Jejuniis, cap. 7.) 
saith, God rewarded her fasting and prayers with what she 
desired, vouchsafing, " inanem cibo ventrem filio implere, 
et quidem propheta;" to fill her belly empty of meat with a 
son, and he a prophet. 

Ver. 8. Tlten said Elkanah her husband to her, Hamiah, 
why weepest thou? and why eatest thou not? and why is thy 
heart grieved? am not I better to thee than ten sons?] In 
him we have an example of a most excellent husband, who 
patiently tolerated the insolent humour of Peninnah, and 
comforted dejected Hannah with words full of tender af- 
fection. Which was truly, in St. Peter's language, to dwell 
with his wives, Kara jvlxtlv, according to knowledge, as Vic- 
torinus Strigclius here observes. We cannot from the last 
words of this verse conclude (as some of the Hebrew doc- 
tors do) that Peninnah had ten sons (which was not such a 
pleasure to her as the affection he had for Hannah would 
have been), for they may signify, according to the common 
language of holy Scripture, only a great many sons. 

Ver. 9. And Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shi- 
loh, and after they had drunk.] The kind words of Elkanah 
seem to have persuaded her to eat and drink cheerfully. In 
whom we have an example of an excellent wife ; who, sen- 
sible of her husband's kindness, endeavoured to please 
him by complying with his desires, and avoiding all things 
that might be grievous to him. 

Now Eli the priest.] He was both the high-priest and 
also the judge at this time of the Israelites, being bom in 
the end of Gideon's judicature, and died in the middle of 
the Philistines' tyranny over the Israelites, twenty years 
before the great victory Samuel got over them at Eben-ezcr, 
as Sir John MaTsham computes, who rightly observes, that 
whensoever his judicature began (which is not recordcd)it 
consisted only in. hearing and judging causes by his pontU 
fical authority. For he wrought no deliverance for Israel 
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that we read of: but was such a judge as Samuels, sons 
were, (viii. 1.) and as Samuel himself was after Saul began 
to reign. When all the days of his life he continued to go 
abont the country and. do justice, which he administered 
also when he came home at his own house, (vii. 15. 17.) 

Sat upon a.seat by a post.'] The Hebrew word is upon a 
throne; it being a seat raised up to some height to make him 
conspicuous to all that entered into the house of God, where 
he sat at the door of it. The Jews, in Seder,01am, and in 
Jalkut, have a conceit that Eli was this very day, when 
Hannah came to pray, made judge of Israel: so that from 
hence theydate the beginning of his judicature. But this 
is a weak conjecture, built merely on this phrase, sat on his 
seat. Where, as Abarbinel observes, he sat as the high- 
priest, and not as a judge. And this was no .new. thing, 
but according to. custom, that he might preserve good order 
there; give his advice to those who had occasion to con- 
sult him; resolve their doubts, and give. them his blessing. 
And he thinks that Samuel was bom ten years or more be- 
fore the judicature of Eli. 

In the temple of the Lord.'] It is not unusual to call the 
tabernacle by the name of a temple : ' as the temple, when 
it was built, is called a tabernacle. (See Jer. x.20. La- 
ment, ii. 6.) Yet the Talmudists, from the Hebrew word 
hachil (which is here used), say, that when the tabernacle 
was removed from Gilgal to Shiloh, the sides of it were 
built of stone, and covered at the top with curtains, having 
no solid roof. And from hence they fancy it is called beth, 
the house of the Lord, (vcr. 24.) which Maimonides .inter- 
prets a house of stone. But there is no certainty of this: for 
such words as these have a larger sense. And indeed we are 
taught as much by the 1 Kings iii. 2. where it is expressly 
said, that there was no house built unto the name of the Lord, 
until the days of Solomon: and 2 Sam. vii. 6. where Nathan 
speaks in God's name to David, in these words, " I have 
not dwelt in a house since I came out of Egypt." (Seo 
J/Empcreur, in his preface to Codex Middoth.) 

From the first words of this verse, it appears that Han- 
nah rose up to go to the temple at the time of the evening 
sacrifice, for it was after they had dined. 

Ver. 10. And she was in bitterness of soul, and prayed 
unto the Lord, and wept sore.] Her grief returned when 
she was alone, and thought of her. barrenness ; which 
made her pray with great vehemence, and many tears, for 
a child. 

Ver. 11. And she vowed a vow.] As was usual, when 
they earnestly longed to obtain what they sought with 
prayers and tears. 

And said, O Lord, if thou wilt indeed look upon the 
afflictions of thy Mndmaid, and remember me, and not for- 
get thy handmaid.] These are three various expressions of 
the same thing: whereby she declares, though with great 
humility, how much she was concerned, to obtain her re- 
quest, of being delivered from her barrenness: for that is 
the meaning of looking upon her affliction, and remembering 
her. .(See Gen. viii. 1. Exod. iii. 7. 16.) 

But wilt give unto thy handmaid* a man-child.'] She 
thrice calls herself his handmaid, out of a profound sense 
of her meanness and his majesty: and desires a man-child, 
becauso only such could wait upon the Lord in the service 
of the tabernacle; as she intended her son should do, if 
God bestowed one upon her. 



Then will I give unto the Lord all the days of his life.] 
The Levi tcs, were not bound to serve at the tabernacle 
until they were twenty-five years old; and not after they 
were fifty: but she devoted him to the ministry there from 
his childhood, as long as he lived. 

v And there shall no razor come. upon his head.] She 
vowed he should be a Nazarite; part of«whosc descrip- 
tion this is, (Numb. vi. 5.) And so the best of the Jewish 
doctors interpret it; . for the exposition of the Chaldee 
paraphrast is very forced: but from hence the .opinion of 
the Talmudists is confuted, who say, (in the Mischna, in 
the title Sota, cap. 3.). that a man might devote his child 
to be a Nazarite before he was of age; but a woman 
could not. Nor doth any of them take .notice of this 
example of Hannah; which hath made some think, that 
possibly they looked upon this as done by an. extraor- 
dinary motion, and therefore not to be a rule to. others; 
especially since she did it before her child was born. (See 
J; Wagenseil, in his learned notes upon that book, p. 448.) 

Ver. 12. And it came to pass, that as she continued pray* 
ing before the Lord, that Eli marked her mouth.] The in- 
ward anguish of her soul, U is probable, made the motions 
of her mouth and her countenance very different from 
what is usual. 

Ver. 13. Now, Hannah, she spake in her heart; only her 
lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli 
thought she had bee%i drunk.] Hearing her say nothing, but 
only seeing her lips move along time; with such gestures, 
it is likely, of her body, hands, and eyes, as argued a very 
great commotion; he took her to be disordered with the 
wine she had drunk liberally at the forenamed feast. For 
it is apt to make one talk much, and the great agony 
wherein she was might something distort her face. 

Ver. 14. And Eli said unto her, How long wilt thou be 
drunken? Put away thy wine from thee.] He seems to bid 
her go to bed and sleep ; aftd then come and pray, to God. 

Ver. 15. And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord; 
lam a woman of a sorrowful spirit: and have drunk neither 
wine nor strong drink.] Of the difference between wine and 
strong drink, see Numb. vi. 3. 5. Great affliction of spirit 
makes one distaste meat and drink 

But have poured out my soul before the Lord.] An usual 
expression for sincere and fervent prayer. 

t Ver. 16. Account not thy handmaid for a daughter of 
Belial.] This is a phrase signifying the most lewd persons/ 
that regarded neither God nor men. (See Deut. xiii. 13.) 

For out of the abundance of my complaint and grief have 
I spoken hitherto.] The accusation against her being very 
foul, she purgeth herself from it very earnestly; but in a 
modest manner, and with due respect to the office which 
Eli held in the church. 

Vcr. 17. And Eli answered and said, Go in peace: and 
the God of heaven grant thee thy petition that thou hast 
asked of him.] Her sober and respectful answer convinced 
the old man of his error; and moved him to dismiss her 
with his blessing, and a solemn prayer to God that he 
would grant her request. 

Ver. 18. And she said, Let thy handmaid find grace in thy 
sight.] For which she returned him most humble thanks, 
and desired the continuance of his prayers. 

So the woman went her way, and did eat, and her coun- 
tenance was no more sad.] She departed from the temple 
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with such satisfaction and assurance her own prayers and 
his would be heard, that there remained no more any token 
of sorrow and grief; but sho ate her meat, and looked 
cheerfully. 

Ver. 19. And they rose up in the morning early, and wor- 
shipped before the Lord, and returned, and came to their 
house in Hawaii.] I supposo she acquainted Elkanah -with 
her prayer and with Eli's blessing: and it is likely that 
he now made a solemn vow to God if he would be pleased 
to fulfil her petition. (See ver. 21.) 
* And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and the Lord remem- 
bered her.] According to her prayer, (ver. 11.) 
- Ver. 20. And it came to pass, when the time was come 
about, after Hannah conceived.] The usual time that women 
go with child before they be delivered. 

Tliat she bare a son, and called his name Samuel.'] Some- 
times fathers, and sometimes mothers, gave the name to 
their children. (See upon Gen. iv. 2G.) 

Saying, Because I have asked him of the Lord.] This was 
the reason of his name: which sho gave him, that he as 
well as she might keep in mind the interest God had in him ; 
from whom she obtained him by ardent prayers. * For Saul- 
meel (which is contracted into Samuel) signifies asked of 
God, as wc translate this word in the margin of our Bibles. 
He was born (as Sir John Marsham computes with great 
probability) in the time when the Philistines domineered 
over Israel for forty years together, (see Judges x. 7. 
xiii. 1.) but in what year cannot certainly be determined. 

Ver. 21. And tlie man Elkanah, and all his house', went, 
tip to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice.] At the feast 
of the Passover, or some other of the three great festivals. 
He is a great example of piety; who carried his whole fa- 
mily to worship God with him at those solemn times which 
the law enjoined. • 

And his vow.] Which it is likely he made, cither when he 
saw his wife was with child, or, perhaps, before, when she 
told him w r hat hope she had her prayer would be heard, and 
he worshipped God, (ver; 19.) 

r Ver: 22. But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her 
husband, I will not go up till the child be weaned, and then 
I will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever.] She was not bound by the law to go 
up with her husband : and, therefore, though she was wont 
to go, she resolved, as became a prudent woman, to stay 
at home till the child was strong enough, not only to ac- 
company her, but to be left at the house of the Lord, and 
be capable of being instructed in the service of God. 

Ver. 23. And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what 
seemeth thee good: tarry until thou hast weaned him.] Inter- 
preters here note the sweet agreement that ought to be (ac- 
cording to the example of this happy couple) between hus- 
band and wife*. 

Only the Lord establish his word.] Wc do not read of 
any thing the Lord had spoken about this child: unless 
Elkanah looked upon what Eli had said as spoken by God, 
because he was God's high-priest. Or the Hebrew words 
may be translated, the Lord establish his work; L e. perfect 
what he hath begun, by making the child grow tiH he was 
fit for his service. For the word {Lobar signifies any matter 
or thing as well as word. 

So the woman abode.] At home. • 

And gave the child suck till she weaned him.] She- herself 
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was his nurse, and suckled him, after the example of 
Sarah. (See upon Gen. xxi. 7.) And, it is likely, con- 
tinued to do so (out of her great affection to him) several 
years. Some think three; but it is not improbable six or 
seven, as Lyra conjectures. And so long I remember one 
to have sucked, in the place where I was born. 
• Ver. 24. And when she had tveaned him, she took him up 
with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a 
bottle of wine.] As they were not to appear before the 
Lord empty; so, upon this occasion, they brought an am- 
ple offering to him; to testify their gratitude to the Divine 
Majesty. And it is highly probable, that one of these 
bullocks was wholly offered to God as a burnt-offering, 
and the other two were peace-offerings; or, as some will 
have it, one a sin-offering, and the other a peace-offering. 
Which had a largo measure of flour for a meat-offering, 
and of wine also attending it; that they might rejoice to- 
gether before the Lord, when they feasted with him upon 
the peace-offering. 

And brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh : 
and the child was young.] In the Hebrew the words arc, 
hanaar-naar, the child was a child, i. e. wholly at their 
disposal. • - 

Ver. 25. And they slew thebxdlock, and brought the child 
to Eli.] They first performed their duty to God, by offering 
a whole burnt-offering to him ; reserving the rest, I sup- 
pose, till they had acquainted Eli with God's goodness to 
them, that they might all rejoice together. 

Ver. 26. And she said, Oh,my lord! as thy soul liveth,my 
lord,I am the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto 
the Lord.] Many take these words, as thy soul liveth, for 
an oath; whereby she assures him, that, as certain as he 
was alive, she was the person whom he saw in that place • 
praying, and took for a distempered woman. But others 
(particularly D. Kimchi) think there is nothing of an oath 
in them,' they being only a form of well-wishing to him ; 
as if she said, I wish thee a long life, that thou mayest 
educate my son. 

Ver. 27. For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I asked of him.] She had told him 
nothing of what she prayed for, when he reproved her, but 
only in general, that she was extremely afilicted for want 
of something, which she earnestly begged of God. But 
now she acquaints him with it, and with her vow sho 
made, if God granted her desire ; which she was now come 
to accomplish. 

Ver. 28. And therefore also I have lent him unto the Lord.] 
Or, restored him to the Lord (as the Targum expounds it), 
from whose gift she received him. 

As long as he liveth he sltall beknt unto the Lord.] Or, 
as the words may be translated, all the days that he shall be 
desired for the Lord. That is, as long as God should think 
fit to employ him in his own house ; which was till he made 
him a judge, (vii.15.) Then he was not fixed at Shiloh, but 
went about the country to Beth-cl, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh; 
and then settled at his own house in-llamah, as we read 
there, ver. 17. 

And he worshipped the Lord there.] This shews that El- 
kanah was with Hannah,, and gave his consent to this 
dedication of their child, to such service as God should 
think fit to employ him in: which he humbly prayed God 
to accept. 
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Ver. 1. JilND Hannah prayed, attdsmd.] Hymns are wont 
to be comprehended under the name of prayers, (Psal. lxxi. 
20.) to the composition of which holy souls were sometimes 
raised by Divine inspiration, in their devout meditations 
upon the extraordinary goodness of God to them. And, in- 
deed, it was the most ancient way, as I have observed 
heretofore, of preserving the memory of things to posterity: 
poets being fnore ancient than historians, or orators, as 
Lactantius observes, lib. vii. Div. Instit. cap. 23. Nor 
were the western people less famous for this than the 
eastern : the Germans, for instance, having their most an- 
cient annals in verse ; as Hermannus Conringius hath shewn 
out of a great many authors, in his preface to Corn. Tacitus, 
de Germanorum Moribus. r 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord.] She was acted by the 
same spirit which moved St. James to give this direction, 
chap. v. ver. 13. "Is any afflicted, let him pray, (as she 
did, i. 10.) is any merry, let him sing psalms," as she now 
doth : for she was lately extremely sad and sorrowful, and 
could not eat: but now, by the goodness of God, is filled 
.with joy ; which made her burst out into this thanksgiving. 

My horn is exalted in the Lord.] She who was bowed 
down and dejected, now lifts up her head and triumphs : 
for exalting the horn signifies the height of glory. . 

My mouth is enlarged over my enemy.] She was now fur- 
nished with a full answer to Peninnah, who upbraided her 
with her sterility. 

Because I rejoice in thy salvation.] All this joy and tri- 
umph arose from the goodness of God to her ; who had de- 
livered her from the reproach of barrenness: which raised 
her, as appears by the sequel, to the expectation of far 
greater things. 

Ver. 2. There is none holy as the Lord.] The holiness of 
God signifies* his peerless perfections; as Mr. Mede hath 
shewn in many parts of his works. (See p. 11.) 

Forjhereisnone besides thee.] Which perfections are pe- 
culiar to himself: for though the Scripture vouchsafeth 
sometimes unto the gentile demons the name of gods, yet it 
never calls them holy ones. 

Neither is there any rock like our Rock.] See upon Deut. 
xxxii. 31. 

Ver. 3. Talk no more so exceeding proudly.] This was 
good advice to Peninnah, and such-like persons; not to 
insult over others who are not so happy as themselves. 

Let not arrogance come out of your mouth.] Or, as the 
Targum interprets it, forbear reproaches. For so the He- 
brew word atat signifies, hard words. 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge.] None knows what 
he intends, who perhaps will exalt those who are now 
abased. Or, he knows how to bring to pass such things 
as men think to be impossible. 

• And by him acts are weighed.] Or, by him works are pre- 
pared : oven when there is no disposition in nature to them. 

Ver. 4. Hie bows of the mighty men are broken, and they 
that stumbled are girt with strength.'} Now the great sense 
she had of God's power branches out itself into an humble 
acknowledgment of this glorious attribute, in divers in- 
stances. And, first, in vanquishing the most victorious: 
for bows were a principal part of warriors' weapons, (Psal. [ 
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xliv. 6.) and their girdles being a principal part of the mi- 
litary habit, is elegantly translated to signify strength, and 
warlike prowess. Whence Virgil calls feeble persons un- 
meet for war, discinctos, ungirt, as Servius observes. (See 
Bochart, in Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 13.) Whence the apostle, 
among the spiritual armour, exhorts the Ephesians to be 
girt about ivith truth, (Ephes. vi.) For to gird and to arm, 
to be girt and to be armed, are the same thing in Greek and 
Latin authors. (See also Psal. xviii. 39. lxv. 6.) 

Ver.' 5. TJiey that were full have hired themselves for 
bread; and they that were hungry ceased.] To complain of 
hunger. This vicissitude of human affairs, especially the 
sudden turns there are sometimes, from a great height of 
prosperity to a very low condition, and on the contrary, 
are very wonderful, and seriously to be pondered ; that no 
man may be proud, nor any man despair. The instances 
of these in history are to be found in a great many authors, 
besides what our own experience may furnish us withal. , 

So that the barren hath born seven*] That is, many chil- 
dren. She reflects upon the great change which God had 
made in her own condition. And Procopius Gazzeus notes, 
that here, "Hymno prophetiam admiscet;" she mingles 
prophecy withherhymn of praise, and foretells the fecundity 
of the church : for the number seven denotes a multitude. 

And she that hath many children is waxen feeble,] Thq 
Jews fancy, that every time Hannah bare a child, two of 
Peninnah's children died. But this seems rather- to have a 
general respect to those that have been fertile, and grow 
barren when God pleaseth. 

Ver. 6. The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; he bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up.] The same thing is re- 
peated in different words ; and the sense is, the power of 
life and death is in the hands of God: whom he pleases he 
takes out of the world, and whom he pleases he continues 
in it; raising men up even from the grave, when they were 
dropping into it. (See Deut. xxxii. 39. Psal. xxx. 3.) 

Ver. 7. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich'; he 
bringeth low, and raiseth tip.] She acknowledgeth the power 
and wisdom of God, inmakingmen of different eruditions; 
some poor, and others rich; yea, in making the same men 
who were very poor to become very rich; and they who 
were mean and contemptible become great and eminent, 
Theodoret treats excellently of the wise providence of 
God, in not making men all alike ; but some of a lower, 
some of a higher rank : Oration vi. against the heathens. 

Ver. 8. He raiseth the poor out of the dust, andliftethup 
the beggar from the dunghill; to set them among princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of glory.] Instances : of 
this kind in the Holy Scriptures arc Joseph and Daniel; the' 
one a prisoner, the other a captive: but preferred, to the 
highest dignity, by the kings of Egypt and Babylon. And 
in these later ages, Victorinus Strigelius observes a me- 
morable instance of the truth of these words, in Matthias 
Corvinus, king of.Hungary ; who was brought, out of pri- 
son, and set on the throne, not by sedition, nor by civil 
war; but by the unanimous consent of all the. estates, of 
the realm, in grateful memory of the benefits they had re- 
ceived by his father, the great Hunniades. 
• For the pillars of the earth (ire the Lord's, and he hath 
set the world upon them.] These words contain the reason 
of all that precedes in the five foregoing verses: for tho 
very earth being founded, upheld, and supported by the 
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Lord, no wonder that all the inhabitants of it are in his 
power, to dispose of thern as he thinks good. 

Ver. 9. He wilt keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked 
shall be silent in darkness.} Pious affections in those days 
rose up, many times, to the height of prophecy : whereby 
Go'd continued in that nation his true religion, in the midst 
of their idolatrous inclinations. Accordingly, here Hannah 
begins to predict the deliverances of the Israelites (who 
were God's holy ones, or saints, by being peculiarly sepa- 
rated to him and his service) from the hand of the Philis- 
tines, and other enemies: who she prophesies should 
stumble and fall, as men do in the dark, when the Israel- 
ites, by God's direction, succeeded in their enterprises. 
• For by strength shall no man prevail.] As appeared after- 
ward in Goliath. 

Ver. 10, The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in 
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon them.] As he 
did literally when Samuel fought with the Philistines, (vii. 
10.) and when David also vanquished them, (Psal. xviii. 
13.) Procopius Gazaeus applies this to the assumption of 
Christ, with the mission of the Holy Ghost, and the happy 
success of the apostles' preaching, and to Christ's second 
coming. 

The Lord shall judge the ends of the earth.'] As he did 
when he subdned the Philistines, who lived in the extre- 
mity of the country of Judea westward : and now sorely 
oppressed the Israelites. 

And he shall give strength unto his King.] That is, to Da- 
vid* Of whom she prophesies; who was most properly 
God's king, whom he appointed in the room of Saul ; who 
by his disobedience forfeited his kingdom and was rejected 
by God. 

And exalt the horn of his Anointed.] God commanded 
Saul to be anointed by Samuel, x. 1. but it was upon con- 
dition, which he not fulfilling, the same person was com- 
manded to anoint David, xv. 29. xvi. 1. Upon which the 
Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul and rested on David, 
xvi. 13, 14. Whom God so wonderfully protected, that all 
the subtlety .and power of Saul could not destroy him: 
and when he came to the throne, God wonderfully exalted 
him, as she here speaks: by enlarging his dominion very 
far, and making him such a glorious prince (higher than 
the kings of the earth)) that he was the most eminent type of 
the great King of all, our Lord Christ, to whom these words 
in the fullest sense belong. " For who doth not see, (saith 
St. Austin, in his seventeenth book, de Civitate Dei, cap. 4.) 
that the spirit of this woman (whose name was Anna, which 
signifies grace) prophesied of the Christian religion, the 
city of God, whose king and founder is Christ; and of the 
grace of God, from which the proud are estranged, that 
they may fall ; but the humble are filled with it, that they 
may rise:" which is the chief import of this hymn. And, 
indeed, this is the first time that the name of Messiah (or 
Anointedjis found in Scripture : there being no such word 
in all the foregoing books of Moses, Joshua, the Judges, or 
Ruth. And therefore it is the more to be remarked : this 
prophetess being the first that mentions the Messiah, in 
this song:: with which the song of the blessed Virgin hath 
such a perfect resemblance, that one cannot but think 
Hannah had a respect to something higher than the quarrel 
between her and Pcninnah, and the son which God had 
given her, or the great actsof David: for the words are 



too magnificent to be confined to so low a sense. And 
therefore Kimchi upon these words ingenuously acknow- 
ledges the King here mentioned is the Messiah, of whom 
Hannah spake cither by prophecy or tradition. For there 
was a tradition among them, that there should a great King 
arise in Israel : and she seals up this song, with the mention 
of that King, who should save them from all their enemies. 

It may be thus paraphrased : 

1. Great is the goodness of God to me, which makes my 
heart leap for joy ;' great is the honour he hath done me: 
so that ray mouth, which had nothing to answer when my 
enemy upbraided me, now boasts of the favour of God to 
me, who to my exceeding great joy hath bestowed a son 
upon me. 

2. For the Lord is incomparable in all perfections, which 
none have but himself alone: whose excellences are so 
transcendent, that there is none in whom we can find so 
secure a sanctuary in all our troubles as we have in him. 

3. Do not vaunt and brag therefore any more on this fa- 
shion, nor speak contemptuously of others : for as nothing 
can be hid from him, so he knows bow to bring to pass the 
strangest things : nor can any man hinder it (let their pride, 
and confidence, and power, be ever so great), but his coun- 
sel shall stand. 

4. The strength of armed forces is good for nothing, if not 
prospered by him: who brings down those who were mighty 
conquerors; and advances those who were their miserable 
slaves. 

5. The rich have been seen to fall into such decay, as to 
want their necessary food : and poor starved wretches have 
come to great plenty. As likewise barren women, as I, 
have had a numerous offspring, and they that had many 
children lost them all. 

6. No man can keep himself alive when God calls him 
away from hence : and he unexpectedly restores men to 
life, when they were in the very jaws of death. 

7. It is according as he orders, that some men are rich, 
others poor: and the very same men who now are in a low 
condition, he raises up to greatness and splendour; and, on 
the contrary, abaseth those that walk in pride. 

8. They that are in the most sordid plight he advances, 
when he pleases, to the most glorious state: for what can 
hinder him from shaking the very foundations of the earth, 
and overturning all things, which are upheld and supported 
only by his almighty power? 

9. The best way therefore is, by piety, to secure the fa- 
vour of God; who, by preserving all his faithful servants 
from falling, will fill their mouths with his praises : but con- 
found the wicked, who now boast themselves, when with 
amazement they are thrown down into a miserable con- 
dition. For let not any man be so vain as to imagine, that 
by his strength he can maintain himself in his high station; 
or keep down good men from rising up to glory. 

10. They that oppose God shall be broken in pieces ; he 
will strike a terror into them, and make them fall flat before 
him. For it is he that is the Judge of the world; and there 
is no corner of it where men can hide themselves from his 
sentence. He will advance the king whom he shall choose, 
even the Lord Christ; and make him great in spite of all 
opposers : who shall not tje able to hinder his exaltation; 
or the growth and increase of his kingdom. — 
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Ver. 11. And Elkanah ivent to Ramah to his house.] 
When the festival was ended. 

And ike child did minister unto the Lord.] As soon as he 
was capable. 

Btfore Eli the priest.] According as he appointed him. 

Ver. 12. Noiv the sons of Eli tbere sons of Belial.] Very 
wicked men, (see Dent. xiii. 13.) being impious, covetous, 
guilty of violence, and filthy lusts. 

Tliey knew not the Lord.] .They were not professed athe- 
ists ; but they minded not the Divine service, nor took any 
care to do God honour; being ignorant (as Kimchi ex- 
pounds it) of his law. 

Ver. 13. And the priest's custom was, when any man of- 
fered sacrifice.'] Brought his peace-offerings to be offered at 
the altar. 

Thai the priest's servant came, while the flesh was seething, 
with a flesh-hook of three teeth in his hand.] The person 
who brought the peace-offerings having the largest share in 
these sacrifices, there were certain rooms, when the temple 
was Luilt, both in the court of the women, and of the men, 
wherein they had liberty to boil the flesh, in order to feast 
with God at his own house: which Christians afterward 
imitated in their feasts of charity. The like rooms there 
were at the tabernacle, in the outward court of it. (See 
L'Empereur, in his Annot. upon Codex Middoth, cap. 2. 
sect. 6. p. 80, 81.) 

Ver. 14. And he struck it into the pan, or kettle, or caul- 
dron, or pot.]' There were several sorts of vessels for this 
use ; according as the flesh to be boiled was little or much. 

All that the flesh-hook brought up the priest took for him- 
self] This was a new custom, which they profanely intro- 
duced : for, not content with the right shoulder and the 
breast, which were theirs by the law, (Lev. vii. 32.) they 
would take what they pleased of the rest, that belonged to 
the people; at least, so much as a fork with three teeth 
brought up, when they struck it into the pot where the flesh 
was boiling. 

So they did in Shiloh, unto all the Israelites that came 
thither.] This aggravated their crime, that they made a 
constant practice of it: and did not only on some occa- 
sions commit suth wickedness. 

Ver. 15. -And before they burnt thefat.'] Which entirely 
belonged unto God, (Lev. ii. 16. vii. 23. 2>.) 

Tlxe priest's servant came, and said to the man that sacri- 
ficed, Give flesh to roast for the priest.] Tins was a high con- 
tempt of God, to demand their part before God had his. 
For the noblest guests at feasts were always served first. 

For he ivill not have sodden flesh of thee, but raw.] The 
flesh-hook did not always bring up the best; therefore, as 
soon as the sacrifice was cut up, they came and took the 
choicest pieces. 

Ver. 16. And if any man said unto him, Let them not fail 
to burn thefat presently, and then take as much as thy soul 
desireth : then he would answer, Nay ; but thou shalt give it 
me now: if not,' I will take it by force.] This argues the 
very height of imperious impiety, that such submissive lan- 
guage should not prevail with them to have so much respect 
to God, as to let him have his portion in the first place : 
though they offered the priest more than his share, after 
God was served. None knows to what pitch of wicked- 
ness a man may arrive, when once the sense of God is ex- 
tinguished, and gone out of his mind. 
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Ver. 17. Wherefore the sm of the young men was very- 
great before the Lord.] Having many grievous aggravations. 

For men abhorred the offering of the Lord.] Nothing 
brings religion so much into the contempt of the people, as 
the open profaneness of those who are the ministers of it. 

Ver. 18. But Samuel ministered before the Lord, being a 
child.] Though very young, yet he carefully performed, 
such offices at the tabernacle as he was capable to dis- 
charge: and did not follow the bad example of his fami- 
liars and domestics, as we may suppose Hophni and Phi- 
nehas were. 

Girded with a linen ephod.] We do not read any where 
of any peculiar garments appointed for the Levites in their 
ministration, but only for the priests; and this was none 
of them, as appears from Exod. xxviii. 40, 41. And there- 
fore the ephod which the priests are said to wear in chap, 
xxii. of this book, ver. 18. were quite different from the 
ephod ordered in Exod. xxviii. for Aaron the high-priest 
alone: which had a curious girdle belonging to it, and the 
breast-plate with precious stones inseparable from it; and 
was wrought with gold, and blue, and purple; and scarlet, 
(Exod. xxviii. 6.) But the ephod which the priests, or 
any other persons are said to wear, is (for distinction's sake) 
always called ephod bad, an ephod made of fine linen: 
which was not a sacred but an honorary vestment (as I may 
call it), being a short garment hanging upon the shoulders 
down to the middle of the back, but without any girdle or 
curious work in it; which having some likeness to that of 
the high-priest's, was used by the inferior priests to make 
them more respected as special ministers of God; and by 
other great persons upon some solemn occasion, as David 
did, (2 Sam. vi.24.) and Eli (seeing such a great appear* 
ance of God in him) ordered Samuel to do; though it was 
not a habit appertaining to the Levites, much less to him 
who was not of age, according to the exact rules of the 
law, to serve in the tabernacle. Thus Kimchi and Ralbag 
understand it. And the LXX. in 2 Sam. vi. 15. translate 
it trroXrjv i£aX\ov, an cximious garment. (See Jo. Brau- 
nius de Vest. Sacerd. lib. ii. cap.*6. p. 602.) * 

It seems no improbable conjecture of Fortunatus Scac- 
chus, that from hence was derived the latus claims among 
the Romans, which was a vestment proper to their senators 
and presidents. It was first brought from the Etruscans, 
by Tullus Hostilius, when he conquered them: whose an* 
cient language agrees sd much with the Hebrew, that ono 
may. well think they had many things from them. (See 
Myrothec. cap. iii. 43.) 

Ver. 19. Moreover, his motftermade him a little coat, and 
brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.] The ephod being 
used, I suppose, only in the service of God, it was pro- 
vided at the public charge. But for his ordinary wearing, 
Hannah took care, at her charge, to provide him a coat, 
and other things, it is likely, suitable to it, that she might 
still express her piety in contributing to his maintenance 
at the house of God.- And it is very probable, that this 
little coat was woven with her own hands; as the ancient 
tradition is, that Christ's seamless coat was woven by the 
blessed Virgin. And so in Joma the doctors say, (cap. 3.) 
that a priest might use a garment in his ministry, which was 
made by his mother. (Sec Braunius, lib. i. cap. 17.) 

Ver. 20. And Eli blessed Elkanah and Hannah his wife, 
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and said, The Lord give thee seed of this woman, for the 
loan which is lent unto the Lord.] He gave them this bene- 
diction by a Divine suggestion; and thereby verified what 
she uttered in her prophetical song, (ver. 5.) 

-And they went to their own home.'] Their affection to their 
son did not make them stay there, and neglect their do- 
mestic affairs. 

Ver. 21. And the Lord visited Hannah, so that she con- 
ceived, and bare three sons and two daughters."] None are 
losers by what they lend unto the Lord. 

And the child Samuel grew before the Lord.] Not only in 
stature, but in wisdom also and virtue, (see ver. 26.) Of 
so great moment it is to season the minds of children early 
with a sense of God and of religion: which is likely to con- 
tinue with them, and improve, as they grow in years. 

Ver. 22. Now Eli was very old.] Which made him list- 
less and unactive. 

And heard all that his sons did unto all Israel.] Tet 
wanted not information of all the forementioned'enormous 
practices of his sons. 

And how they lay with the women that assembled.] Whose 
impiety and luxury proceeded so far, as to move them to 
debauch those women who came to worship God. Of the 
word assembled, see Exod. xxviii. 8. Unto which may be 
added, that the Hebrew word tzaba signifies not only a 
great many gathered together, but also a station: that is, 
stated times of attendance, which devout women* observed 
for fasting and prayer. For that was their business at the 
temple; unto which they resorted at certain times for 
these ends. 

* At thedoorofthe tabernacle of the congregation.] These 
words sound as if they committed this lewdness in the pre- 
sence of all the people. But such beastiality would not 
have been suffered : and therefore this refers to their as- 
sembling at the door of the tabernacle: from whence they 
led them to some private room about the tabernacle (as 
there were many afterward about the temple), where they 
defiled them. 

Ver. 23. And he said unto them, Why do you these 
things?] Beforementioned, ver. 14 — 16. 22. 
«. For I hear of your evil doings by all this people.] Their 
wickedness was so notorious, that there was a general 
complaint of it; which should have moved him to greater 
severity, than merely to reprove and chide them with such 
gentleness and lenity, as these and the following words im- 
port. Which proceeded partly from the coldness of old 
age; partly from his too great indulgence to his children ; 
and partly (as Corn. Bonavent. Bertram conjectures) from 
his being more intent upon the defence of their civil liber- 
ties, than the restoring ecclesiastical discipline. 

Ver. 24. Nay, my sons; it is no good report that I hear : 
ye make the Lord's people to transgress.] By making them 
neglect and despise the service of God, (ver. 17.) arid 
tempting them to lewdness, (ver. 22.) This is the language 
of a tender father, not of a zealous judge ; who ought to 
have passed a public censure upon them, for their public 
crimes, by turning them out of their office, or some sharp 
punishment ; which his office gave him authority and power 
to inflict upon such infamous offenders. 

Ver. 25. If a man sin against another, the judge shall 
judge him; but if a man sin against the Lord,.who shall en- 
treat for Mm?] If one neighbour do an injury to another, 



the business may be composed by the judge; who, inter- 
posing his authority, either takes up the difference, or sees* 
the person satisfied who was offended. But if one injure 
the judge himself (which was the present case), who shall 
take the confidence to speak in his behalf? Was it evor 
heard that any one interceded for a man to his prince, when 
he intended to kill the prince himself? Eli argued well; 
but he should not have referred their punishment unto God, 
when it was in his power to punish them himself. 

Notwithstanding, they hearkened not unto the voice of 
their father ; because the Lord would slay them.] The words 
may be rendered out of the Hebrew, But they would not 
hearken to the voice of their father ; therefore the Lord re- 
solved to slay them. But, according to our translation, the 
sense is right enough : for when men have long sinned griev- 
ously against many admonitions (which it may be supposed 
their father had given them), whereby they become incura- 
ble; God deprives them of that prudent consideration and 
discretion, which would save them from destruction. So 
Rasi upon these words, The sentence of judgment was 
already sealed against them. 

Ver. 26. And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour 
both with the Lord and with men.] The words in the He- 
brew are, he went on, or grew great and tall, and was good, 
that is acceptable, both to God and men. The meaning is, 
he made a great progress in wisdom and goodness, as well 
as increased in stature : so that God was well pleased with 
him, and he was well esteemed by the people. The same 
is said of our Saviour, Luke ii. 52. where Theophylact 
thus glosses, TovtIoti, koi r<£ 0£i£ zvaptara iirgarrt, koi to7c 
avOpibnoig liraivtra ; i. e. Hedid those things that were well- 
pleasing to God, and were praised by men. 

Ver. 27. And there came a man of God unto Eli] That 
is, a prophet, who was divinely inspired to deliver the fol- 
lowing message to him. Some say this was Phinehas, 
others Elkanah ; without any ground. 

And said unto him, Thus saith the Lord.] This is the 
constant language of prophets. 

Did I plainly appear.] In the Hebrew, manifestly reveal 
myself. > . . 

Unto the house of thy fathers.] Unto Aaron, who was 
the head of the family of priests. (See Exod. iv. 27.) 

When they ware in Egypt, in Pharaoh's house ?] In miser- 
able bondage. As much as to say, Have I conferred such 
favours upon you, and do you thus requite me? It is the 
way of the prophets, when they call men to repentance, to 
aggravate their sins by an enumeration of God's great 
benefits unto them. (See Isaiah i. 2, Stc.and Micah vi. 
3-5.) 

* Ver. 28. And did I choose him out of all the tribes of Is- 
rael to be my priest.] The highest dignity in the nation. 

To offer upon mine altar, to burn incense, to wear an 
ephod before me?] These were the several parts of the 
priest's office: and the last contains the greatest of them all, 
which belonged only to the high-priest; who alone ap- 
peared before God to consult him by urim and thummim, 
when he wore the golden ephod, with the breast-plate an- 
nexed to it; for they were inseparable, (Exod. xxviii. 6. 
12. 28.) 

And did I give unto the house of thy father all the 
offerings made by fire of the children of Israel?] There 
were none of the sacrifices offered at the altar of which the 
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priest had not some share, (see Numb, xviii. 8—10, &c.) 
For even of the burnt-offerings, which were wholly con- 
sumed on the altar, the. skin was, by an express law, given 
to the priest, (Lev. vii. 8.) 

Ver. 29. Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice, and at my 
offerings, which I have commanded. in my habitation.] As 
refractory oxen were wont to do, when they were pricked 
with a goad, to stir them up to work at the plough : which 
signifies the. highest irreverence and. contempt of God's 
authority. (Sec Bochart, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 29. latter end.). 

And honourest thy sons above me, &c] By suffering them 
. to continue in the priest's office, and profanely to feast 
themselves with the best of the sacrifices, before God was 
served. 

Ver. 30. Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I said, 
indeed, that thy house, and the house of thy father, should, 
walk before me for ever: but now saith the Lord, Be it far 
from me.] God revokes the decree he had made in* favour 
of him and his family, of being high-priests throughout all 
generations. Which office was first settled upon Eleazar, 
the eldest son of Aaron, and upon his posterity; for the 
very same promise is madetoPhinehas the son of Eleazar, 
(Numb. xxv. 15.) which is here said to be made to Eli, 
who was descended from Ithainar, the youngest son of 
Aaron : unto whom the high-priesthood was translated from 
the family of Eleazar, for some sin or other : as now it was 
resolved it should be translated back again from the family 
of Ithamar, to that of Eleazar; because of the horrid sins 
of the sons of Eli. For what cause Phinehas, or his pos- 
terity (for there are various opinions about the time), lost 
the priesthood, and how they recovered it in the time of 
David, sec Mr. Selden, lib. i. de Success, ad Pontificat. 
cap. 2, 3. and Constant- L'Empereur,.in his annot. on Ber- 
tram de Repub. Jud. p. 411. Some think, that after Phi- 
nehas, those three persons mentioned in 1 Chron. vi.50, 51. 
Abishua, Bukki, and Uzzi, succeeded in the priesthood;, 
and then came in Eli : but of this there is no certainty. 
Procopius Gazaeus here observes, that this verse, " Laten- 
ter totius Judaici sacerdotii finem innuit;" doth secretly inti- 
mate the abolishing of the whole Jewish priesthood. For this 
promise, saith he, Thy house, and the house of thy father, 
shall walk before me for ever, was not made to Ithamar, 
but to Aaron; and, therefore, he shews here what should 
befal the whole tribe. Such conditional decrees are fre- 
quent in Scripture; particularly in Jer. xviii. 7 — 10. 

For tie that honoureth me I will honour, and he that de- 
spiseth me shall be lightly esteemed.] A remarkable instance 
of which we have in the records of the Christian church: 
for Eusebius tells us, in the time of that persecntion which 
he mentions in the eighth book of his Ecclesiastical His- 
tory, some of the pastors of the church, who had not go- 
verned the flock of Christ as they ought to have done, were 
condemned to be keepers of camels, and of the Emperor's 
horses (a punisliment among the Romans in those days, as 
Valesius observes), r\ Sua KaraKptvaaa S007, &c. Hie Divine 
justice judging them worthy of no better employment. (Cap. 
12. de Martyribus Palestine.) 

Ver. 31. Behold, the days come, that I will cut off the arm 
of thy fathers house.] Our arm being the instrument where- 
by we perform all things; this threatening signifies, that 
not long hence God would utterly take away all power and 
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authority from him, and from his family; both as he was 
a priest, and as he was a judge. 

That there shall not be an oldman in thy house.] But his 
posterity should die, as it follows, (ver. 33.) in the flower 
of their age, which was accounted a great judgment in that 
nation. So Manasseh ben Israel, who observes, in his 
book de Termino Vitae, p. 87. that the Gemara upon Jeba- 
moth mentions a certain family in Jerusalem, none of which 
commonly lived above eighteen years. Of which they in- 
quiring the reason of R. Johanan ben Zachaei, he bade 
them search, if they were not of the family of Eli, upon 
which God had passed this sentence, that they should die 
in the ./tower of their age: and it was discovered that they 
sprang from him. 

Ver. 32. And thou shalt see an enemy in my sanctuary.] 
The marginal translation seems most literal, Thou shalt see 
the affliction of the tabernacle. As he did, for he saw the 
tabernacle. deprived of the ark, which was the glory of it; 
and lived to hear the ark was taken by the Philistines, (iv. 
4. 11.) But his family was not thrown out of the priest- 
hood till the days of Solomon. 

In all the wealth which God shall give Israel.] The He- 
brew words may be translated, After all the good God hath 
done to Israel. 

And there shall not be an old man in thy house for ever.] 
He repeats the foregoing threatening, to shew the certainty 
of it. But some by an old man understand an elder. So 
the Talmudists in the Gemara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 1. 
where they make the meaning to be, that if any of his fa- 
mily did livelong, they should never come to honour. For 
so they tell the story ; that It. Johanan missing of some 
preferment that was designed and endeavoured for him, 
and taking it very heavily, the doctors that were his rela- 
tions prayed him not to be troubled ; For we are (said they) 
of the family of Eli, of whom it is said, there shall be no 
oldman of thy house for ever; that is, none be promoted 
to any dignity. 

Ver. 33. And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off 
from my altar, shall be to consume thy eyes, and to grieve 
thy heart.] It was not a favour to let any of them live, but 
a punishment to those who were grieved to see the high- 
priesthood taken from their family, and those that belonged 
to it reduced to great poverty. It is usual in Scripture, to 
say that of the parents, which properly belongs to their 
posterity. 

And all the increase of thy house shall die in the flower of 
their age.] This doth not belong to all the posterity of 
Ithamar, but only to the family of Eli. 

Ver. 34. And this shall be a sign to thee, that shall come 
upon thy two sons, Hophni and Phinehas ; that in one day 
they shall die both of them.] See iv. 11. 17. 

Ver. 35. And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that 
shall do all that is in my heart, and in my mind.] This 
seems to be meant of Zadok, who was anointed in the 
room of Abiathar, (1 Chron. xxix. 22.) 

And I toill build him a sure house.] The high-priesthood 
continued in his line till the captivity of Babylon, as ap- 
pears from Ezek. xl. 1G. and a long time after it, as Jo- 
sephus shews, lib. x. cap. 4. and our famous. Selden, 
lib; i. de Success, in Pontif. cap. 5, G. where he shews 
their perpetual succession till the time of Antioehus Epi r 
phanes. But Procopius Gazaeus here notes, that though 
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this, according to the history, is meant of Zadok, who 
was put into the priesthood by Solomon, and in whose line 
it continued ; yet it belongs to none, in the highest sense, 
but to our Lord Jesus Christ, who offered himself to the 
Father for us, and is our great high-priest for ever. 

And he shall walk before mine anointed for ever. 1 By the 
anointed of God here is meant the king ; for whom the 
high-priest consulted God on great occasions: and there- 
fore is said to walk before him; because he directed him in 
his proceedings, and shewed him what he ought to do, in 
all difficult cases. 

Ver. 3(>. And it shall come to pass, that every one that is 
left in thy house.'] The remainder of his family, who were 
not cut off. 

Shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silver, and for 
a morsel of bread.] The Hebrew word which we translate 
crouch, signifying to bow and t6 worship, the Vulgar un- 
derstands these w r ords, as if they were spoken not of their 
coming to beg of the high-priest, but to pray to God in so 
poor a condition, as not to be able to bring more than a 
farthing, or mite, to the treasury, and nothing but a bit of 
bread (not so much as a bird, much less a sheep or bul- 
lock) for a sin-offering. But the Chaldee takes the words 
as we do, for humbling himself to the priest beforemen- 
tioned, begging a small relief of his great poverty, to 
which he wasreduced. The Hebrew word for a piece of 
silver is agorah, which signifies a minute piece of silver, in 
the very derivation of the word, as many think. So the 
meaning is, he should humbly beg, though ever so small a 
relief. 

Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priests* offices, that I 
may eat apiece of bread.] Begging of the high-priest that 
he might enjoy the meanest pension that was allowed to 
those priests who were prohibited to officiate. For so the 
words may be translated, Somewhat belonging to the priest- 
hood. (See 2 Kings xxiii. 9; Ezek; xliv. 13.) This seems 
to have been fulfilled in the days of Abiathar, who, for 
treason^ was not only put out of his office, but sent to live 
upon Ms own farm in the country; and not suffered to live 
upon the portion given to priests at the temple, (1 Kings 
ii. 26, 27.) By this means his posterity fell into extreme 
want; in which the just judgment of God may be ob- 
served; that the children of those who were so wanton, 
that they would not be content unless they had the 
choicest parts of the sacrifice for their portion, should 
fall into so low a condition, as to beg their bread. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JjLND the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord 
before Eli.] Performed such services at the tabernacle as 
JEli directed, being now about twelve years old, as Jose- 
phus thinks. 

And the word of the Lord was precious in those days.] 
God did very rarely in those days reveal his mind to any" 
person. (See ver. 21.) 

There was no open vision.] Here vision includes all the 
ways whereby God revealed himself to men. Which he 
did then so seldom, that whatsoever revelation there might 
be privately to some pious persons, there was none then 
publicly acknowledged to be a prophet, unto whom the 



people might resort to know the mind of God. Which was 
the cause that Samuel, being twice called by God to attend 
unto him, thought it had been Eli who called him : for they 
were so unacquainted in these days with the prophetical 
spirit, that we read of no more than two prophets in all the 
days of the Judges, (iv. 4. vi. 8.) 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass at that time.] After the man 
of God mentioned in the foregoing chapter (ver. 27.) had 
been with Eli ; perhaps that very night after he had deli- 
vered his message. I 

Wlien Eli was laid down.] To sleep. 

In his place.] In the court of the tabernacle, where there 
were divers rooms for several uses of the priests; as there 
were afterward at the temple. 

And his eyes began to ivax dim, that lie could not see.] 
Clearly to do his duty, after it grew duskish : which made 
him, it is likely, go to bed betimes, and leave directions 
with Samuel what to do, until it was time for him to repose 
himself. And this might be the reason that Samuel ran so 
hastily to him, when he thought he called for him, that he 
might know what he wanted, men of his age, and dim- 
sighted, being less able to help themselves. 

Ver. 3. And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was.] The lamp in the great 
shaft of the golden candlestick, which bent towards the 
most holy place (called the western lamp), never went out; 
but some other of them did go out when it was morning. 
(See upon Exod. xxvii. 20, 21.) The meaning therefore 
is, that, ere it was day, the Lord called Samuel. (See Dr. 
Lightfoot of the Temple, chap. 14. sect. 4.) 

And Samuel was lain down to sleep.] In the court of the 
Levites, as the Targum explains it; or in some other place 
near to Eli, that he might be ready to assist him on any 
occasion. The words seem to import, that he had watched 
most of the night, (for so some were to do, Psal. exxxiv. 
1.) and towards morning went to repose himself. For thus 
the words run in. the Hebrew, and in the LXX. and 
Vulgar: Before the lamp of God tvent out, and Samuel lay 
down to sleep in the Jtemple of the Lord, &c. Insomuch, 
that Victorious Strigelius translates the words thus, And 
Samuel went to liedown in the temple of the Lord, where the 
ark of God was, before the lamp of God went out. 

Ver. 4. That the Lord called Samuel] Out of the most 
holy place. So the Targum: A voice was heard out of the 
temple of the Lord. 

And he said, Here am I.] It is likely Eli lay nearer the 
tabernacle than Samuel did, and yet heard nothing: but 
the voice passing him by, was directed to Sattiuel, who 
alone heard it. These words, Here am I, are a form of 
speech, signifying attention to what was said, and readi* 
ness to do what should be commanded. 

Ver. 5. And he ran tinto Eli, and said, Here am I; for 
thou calledst me.] He thought Eli had some ministry wherein 
to employ him, and therefore started up presently, and ran 
to know what his pleasure was. Which shews the great 
readiness and promptness of his obedience, which made 
him come, yea, run at his first .call. 

And he said, I called not; lie down again. And he went 
and lay down.] He thought he might dream. 

Ver. 6. And the Lord called yet again, Samuel. And 
Samuel rose, and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou 
didst call me, &c] He was sure there was nobody yet 
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come to the temple, it being night and the doors shut, and 
therefore concluded it eould be none but Eli that called 
him : and it is probable, the voice was like that of Eli's. 

Ver. 7. Now Samuel did not know the Lord.] He had not 
yet learned to know discipline from before the Lord, as the 
Targum interprets it: that is, how God was wont to teaeh 
and instruct men in his will ; which the next words explain. 

Neither ivas the word pfthe Lord yet revealed unto him.'] 
He was unacquainted with the way wherein God made 
known his mind unto the prophets, because he had never 
spoken to him before: so that he did not know how to dis- 
tinguish between the voice of God and of a man. Maimo- 
nides expounds it, He did not understand that the Lord was 
wont to speak with a soft, whispering voice; which was 
therefore called Bath-col. 

Ver. 8. And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. 
And he rose, and went to Eli, and said, Here am I; for thou 
didst call me. And Eli perceived that the Lord had called 
the child.] This repetition of the voice so oft, awakened 
Eli to think that this was no fancy of the child's; and, 
therefore, since he knewtha t he did not call him, he con- 
cluded the Lord did ; and by this means he was disposed 
to give credit to what Samuel should tell him, as an oracle 
ofGrd. 

Ver. 9. Tlierefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down : 
and it shall be, if he call thee, that thou shalt say, Speak, 
Lord ; for thy servant hear eth.] He tells him, in effect, that 
it was the voice of God which he heard ; and instructs 
him how to behave himself, when he called again ; and to 
answer, that he was ready to perform whatever he com- 
manded. 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place.] AVhicH was 
not far, as I said, from the place where Eli lay. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord came, and stood.] This word 
stood (Kimchi thinks) denoteth some glorious appearance 
of God to him ; because this is the same word which is 
used in Numb. xxii. 22, 23. 31. where the angel is said to 
stand to oppose Balaam's proceedings. And so the Tar- 
gum : 77ie Lord was revealed, and stood and called, &c. 

And called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel!] Only he 
repeats his name, to move the greater attention. 

Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth.] 
He omits the name of the Lord, in his answer which Eli 
directed him to make : either out of fear, or uncertainty, 
whether it was the Lord that spake to him, or not. 

Ver. 11. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Behold, I will 
do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one 
that heareth it shall tingle.] Which in our language wc 
express thus: It shall stun all that hear it: as a man is, 
when a clap of terrible thunder strikes his cars, which 
even deafens him, so that he can hear nothing else. This 
was fulfilled, when the doleful news came that the ark was 
taken, and both Eli's sons slain, and he fell down and 
brake his neck, &c. 

Ver. 12. In that day I will perform against Eli all the 
things that I have spoken concerning his house.] By the 
man of God in the foregoing chapter. 

When I begin, I will also make an end.] He doth not 
mean that he would begin and make an end at once; but 
that he would persevere in his punishments, and not desist 
when he began, till all his threatcnings were fulfilled, viz.* 
in the death of Eli, and of his sons; and the slaughter of 



eighty-five priests of this family by Doeg, and the thrusting 
Abiathar (who escaped that slaughter) out of his office, 
and so depriving that family of its dignity and honour. 
• Ver. 13. For I have told him, that I will judge his house 
for ever, for the iniquity which he knoweth.] For he could 
not be ignorant of the crimes committed so publicly ;and 
of which there was such a general complaint. 

Because his sons made themselves vile.] Or, they made 
light of God and of his people; having no regard to either 
of them. Or, they made the service of God vile in the eyes 
of the people; as the words may be translated, and as the 
LXX. understand them. 

And he restrained them not.] He did not frown upon 
them, as it is in the Hebrew. Which doth not signify, that 
he shewed no sign of displeasure against their wickedness 
(for he did chide them, though too gently, for it), but he 
did not severely reprove them ; and when that would not 
restrain them, turn them out of their office, or suspend them 
until they were reformed. For which cause God passed 
this severe sentence upon the whole family; that they 
should lose the dignity.of the high-priesthood, and be made 
as vile and contemptible as they had rendered God's 
service. 

Ver. 14. And therefore I have sworn unto the house of 
Eliy that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be purged with 
sacrifice nor offering for ever.] By iniquity is meant the 
punishment of iniquity ; which he threatens should not bfe 
removed, or mitigated, by any sort of sacrifices, or obla- 
tions, that, could be brought to the altar; but only (as the 
Gemara upon Rosch Hashanah ventures tcf say) by the law, 
and by the retributions of the saints. By the law, they 
mean not merely the study of the law, but the practice of 
it, by observing Gods .commands; and by retributions of 
the saints, works of charity, bounty, and liberality, beyond 
what the Divine law required. (See Dr. Windet, de Vita 
functorum Statu, p. 193.) 

Ver. 15. And Samuel lay doivn until the morning, and 
opened the door of the house of the Lord.] This was one of 
the works of the Lcvitcs, to open and shut the door of the 
court of the Lord's house. 

And Samuel feared to shew Eli the vision.] Having no 
cornmaud from God to do it ; and being loath to grieve the 
old man by telling him bad news. 

Ver. 1G. Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my 
son. And he answered, Here am I.] The old man being 30 
solemnly threatened by the late message from God to him, 
was afraid he was concerned in what the Lord had now 
said to Samuel. 

Ver. 17. And he said, What is the thing that the Lord 
hath said unto thee? I pray thee hide it not from me: God 
do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide any thing from me, 
&c] He adjure^ him to declare to him all that he had 
heard, and conceal nothing; which obliged him to satisfy 
his desire, as Micaiah and our blessed Saviour did in the 
like case. . * 

' Ver. 18. And Samuel told him every thing, and hid no- 
thing from him. And he said, It is the Lord; let him do what 
seemeth him good.] This sentence being denounced by a 
child, who had his dependance upon Eli, far from any se- 
cular, cunning, being unable to discern between the voice 
of the Lord and the voice of his tutor, till he instructed 
him, was a great deal more terrible to Eli than the message 
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of the prophet had been, and wrought a greater effect 
upon him. For he humbly. acknowledged the justice of 
God, and submitted to his sentence (as many of the fathers 
think) with a truly penitent heart. For now he knew (as 
our Dr. Jackson observes), that the sentence was irrever-, 
siblc, being confirmed by an oath, (ver. 14.) and the humi- 
lity and modesty of Eli's answer, persuaded that excel- 
lent person, that the fearful sentence denounced against 
him extended no further, than to tho irreversible depo- 
sition of him and his family from the priesthood, unto a 
poor and mean estate, wherein they were to, live hereafter. 
(Consecration of the Son of God, chap. 18. parag. 5.) 
* Ver. 19. And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him.'] 
There were manifest tokens that God favoured him, as he 
did Joseph, (Gen. xxxi. 2.) The Targum hath it, Memra, 
the Word of the Lord was his help : or he revealed more and 
more of his mind to him : so that Israel knew God in- 
tended him for the office mentioned in the next verse. 

And did let none of his words fall to the ground.] A me- 
taphor from arrows shot out of a bow, which hit the mark. 
And they may refer either to the words of Samuel, or of 
God; which is the same. This proved him to be a pro- 
phet, or a man divinely inspired. 

Ver. 20. And all Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba.] 
The whole country of Judea. . (See Judg. xx. 1.) 

Knew that Samuel ivas established to be a prophet of the 
Lord.] Settled to be a constant prophet, who supplied the 
want of urim and thummim, vthen the ark was taken from 
them. 

. Ver. 21. And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh: for 
the Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the 
word of the Lord.] Having begun to appear in Shiloh, he 
continued this great favour : for he revealed himself to 
Samuel, not by dreams and visions, but by speaking to hiin 
in an audible voice, as he had done, ver. 4, &c. And in- 
deed he seems to have been the first prophet, that was raised 
up to be a public instructor and governor of God's people. 
Others there had been before him; but not with so high 
an authority, and public approbation. And therefore St. 
Peter saith, (Acts iii.) "All the prophets from Samuel 
spake of those days:" as if he was the first. eminent pro- 
phet whom the Lord raised up to them after Moses. 



CHAP. IV. 

Vct*\*jCJlND the word of Samuel came xinto all Israel] 
The revelation of God's mind and will, which had been 
.very scarce among them in former days, (iii. l.)now grew 
very plentiful : for, as Samuel himself was ready to instruct 
every one that came to him, so he set up colleges of the 
prophets (as we read in the following parts of this book), 
'who in time were settled in divers parts of the country, for 
the better preserving and spreading the knowledge of God 
- among the people, (x. 5. xix. 18 — 20, &c.) Which made 
-Abarbinel discourse in this manner, upon the foregoirig 
words: <c In the days of Eli the word of the Lord was 
scarce, and vision was seldom: but when Samuel appeared, 
-not only he prophesied frequently, but many of the Israel- 
ites, by his means, were endued with the same spirit, ac- 
cording to these words, And the Lord appeared more fre- 
quently in Shiloh (so he-understands them), because the 



Lord was revealed to Samuelin Shiloh. Which signifies, 
that the influence of the spirit which descended upon 
Samuel in Shiloh, reached unto others, because of its 
abundance, who were disposed to receive it: so that they 
also prophesied." 

And Israel went out against the Philistines to battle.] 
This was in the middle of that forty years' dominion that 
the Philistines had over the Israelites, mentioned Judg. 
xiii. 1. unto which. they were encouraged, perhaps, by the 
death of the lords of the Philistines ; and the great slaugh- 
ter which Samson had made of them at his death, (Judg. 
xvi.27. 30.) • 

And pitched besides Eben-ezer.] Thus this place was 
called when this book was written; and so denominated 
from the famous battle which Samuel fought with the Phi- 
listines, twenty years after this, (vii. 12.) 

And the Philistines pitched in Aphek.] In a place in the 
tribe of Judah, as we read Josh. xv. 53. upon the confines 
of the Philistines' country; But seexxix.l. of this book. 

Ver. 2. And the Philistines put themselves in array against 
Israel: and when they joined battle, Israel was smitten be- 
fore the Philistines, &c.] Though Samuel was established 
a prophet, and it was so publicly known, that all Israel 
came to consult with him (as the foregoing verse seems to 
import), yet the elders did not take his advice about this 
war; as Ralbag thinks. Whose opinion is more probable 
than theirs, whQ think they did advise with him, and that 
he bade them fight, on purpose that the sentence upon Eli's 
sons might be fulfilled. 

Ver. 3. And when the people were come into the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, Wherefore hath the Lord smitten us 
to-day before the Philistines?] They thought the justice of 
their cause was sufficient to entitle them to the favour of 
God, though they themselves were wicked. Thus Brutus 
cried when he fell, "O Jupiter! what is the cause of so 
great calamity?" not reflecting upon his horrible exac- 
tions in Cyprus ; and his great ingratitude to Ca>sar, whom 
he slew in the senate. 

Let ns fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of 
Shiloh, that when it comes among us, it may save us out of 
the hands of our enemies.] This was as foolish as the other, 
to confide in God's help, when they lived in open disobe- 
dience to him. 

Ver. 4. So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring 
from thence the ark of the covenant of the Lord.] This 
being done without any warrant from God, provoked him, 
rather than procured his presence with them. But they 
seem to have done it in imitation of Joshua marching ^yith 
the ark against Jericho ; for which he had a Divine au- 
thority, but they had none. Strigelius, therefore, well ap- 
plies to this the observation of Polybius, that " many not 
studying to imitate the lives of excellent men, but only 
some of their extraordinary actions, have done nothing but 
expose their own folly to the world." 

Which dwelleth between * the cherubims.] Or, upon the 
chenibims, as the Chaldee, the LXX. and the Vulgar here 
translate it. But Lud. de Dieu is not satisfied with this 
sense; for he thinks the Divine Majesty did not sit upon 
the wings of the cherubims, but under them; in the space 
between them and the ark, which was his footstool : and 
therefore he translates these words, who inhabiteth the che~ 
nibims; which were as a canopy over the Schechinah. 
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'But I have followed the ancient translation, in my notes 
upon Exod. xxv. 22. 

And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Pkinehas, were there 
with the ark of the covenant of God.] Which they were or- 
dered to bring out of its place (into which the Levites 
might not enter), and to accompany it unto the army. 

Vcr. 5. And when the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
came into the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout.] 
As if they had already gotten the victory. 

So that the earth rang again.] It was so loud, that it 
might be heard a great way off. (See 1 Kings i. 40. and 
what I have noted there.) 

Vcr. 6. And when the Philistines heard the noise of the 
shout, they said, What means the noise of this great shout 
m the camp of the Hebrews? Arid they understood that 
the ark of the Lord was come into the camp.] They sent 
to get intelligence, or were informed of it by some de- 
serters. 

Ver. 7. And the Philistines were afraid: for they said, 
God is come into the camp.] The symbol of God's presence; 
which perhaps they imagined the Israelites worshipped as 
'their God. 

And they said, Woe unto us, for there hath not been such 
a thing heretofore.] In all their battles that they or their 
neighbours had fought with the Israelites, they never heard 
of such a thing as this; which they thought must produce 
some extraordinary effect. 

Ver. 8. Woeunto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand 
of these mighty Gods?] They fought with men before, but 
*iow with God, before whom none could stand. The He- 
brew words Adirim Elohim, which we translate mighty 
Gods, arc translated by Thcodoret, the strong God: which 
agrees with what goes before, God is come into the camp: 
and with the Targum, Who sltall deliver us out of the hand 
oftlie Word of the Lord, &c. 

ITiese are the Gods.] Or, this is the God. 

That smote Egypt with all the plagues in tlie wilderness*] 
They seem not to have perfectly understood the sacred story ; 
but thought all those plagues which are there spoken of 
had fallen on the Egyptians, while the Israelites were in 
the wilderness ; where they were when their last plague 
befel them, by their being drowned in the Red Sea:* but 
Jonathan thus paraphrases it: Who smote the Egyptians 
with all manner of plagues; and did wonders for his people 
in the desert* 

Ver. 9. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, ye Phi- 
listines!] These words were spoken by their great com- 
manders, as the foregoing words in all likelihood were; 
who understood what had been done in foreign countries. 

)That ye be not servants nnto the Hebrews, as they have 
been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight.] When 
they were recovered out of the fright, which seized on them 
at first, they considered, that notwithstanding the power of 
their G6d, they had made the Israelites subject to them, 
and also overthrown them in a late battle; and therefore 
their present danger should only raise their courage, and 
make thcin fight more valiantly. 

Vcr. 10. And the Philistines fought.] They gave battle 
,to the Israelites. r 

And the Israelites were smitten, and they fled every man 
*nto his tent.] They were so routed, that they did not flee 
to their camp with an intent to renew the fight, (as they 
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did before, ver. 3.) but'dispersed themselves to their own 
home. And hitherto many of them dwelt in tents, as I 
observed before. (See Josh.xxii. 14. Judg.vii.8. xx.8.) 

And there teas a very great slaughter; for. there fell of 
Israel thirty thousand footmen.] There fell but. four thou- 
sand in the former battle, before the ark came among them, 
(ver. 2.) so little did the bare presence of the ark profit 
wicked men, that it rather did them hurt. 

Ver. 11. And the ark of God was taken; and the two 
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, toere slain.] It is likely 
that (as Josephus saith) EH parted with the ark from the 
tabernacle very unwillingly; but when he could not help it, 
he charged his sons, who went along with it, to lose their 
lives rather than lose it. 

Ver. 12. And there ran a man of Benjamin out of .the 
army, and came to Shiloh the same day.] Some of the Jews 
have a fancy that this man was Saul: for no other reason, 
that I can find, but because he was of that tribe, and a 
proper man, who, it is likely, could run swiftly. How far 
Shiloh' was from Aphek, or from Eben-ezer (both which 
were in the tribe of Judah, as Shiloh was in Ephraim), near 
to which this battle was fought, is not certain; but not so 
distant but that a man might run the same day from the one 
to the other. 

With his clothes rent, and with earth upon his head.] Ac- 
cording to the manner of those who bewailed any great ca- 
lamity. (Josh. vii. 6. Job ii. 12. Ezek. xxvii. 30.) From 
which last places, it appears, it was a custom among other 
nations. And is most lively expressed by Virgil iniEneid 
xii. ver. 609 — 611. where Latinns is represented as rending 
.his clothes, and throwing dust upon his grey hairs, when 
he lamented his private and the public losses. Tiraquellus 
hath heaped up a great many examples of th/s, in his an- 
notations on Alex, ab Alexandro, lib. iii. cap. 7. 

Ver. 13. And when he came, lo, Eli sat upon a seat by the 
way -side: for his heart trembled for the ark of God.] He 
had caused a seat, I suppose, to be set for him, by the 
side of the gate that entered into the city, (yer. 18.) that 
.he might hearken after news; being extremely concerned, 
above all things, for the ark of the covenant of God. 

And when the man came into the city.] He passed by Eli, 
and said not a word to him, though he saw him sitting 
there; because he was loalh he should be surprised with 
such sad tidings. Or, perhaps, he came into this city at 
some other gate. 

And told it, all the city cried out.] Looking upon them- 
selves as put out of the Divine protection, because they 
had lost the symbol of his presence, and the book of the 
covenant, the blessings of which they could no longer 
claim. v 

Vcr. 14. And when Eli heard the noise of the crying, he* 
said, What means the noise of this tumult? And the man 
came in hastily, and told Eli.] They about him had not the 
heart to resolve his question, but brought the man speedily 
to acquaint him with the truth. 

Vcr. 15. Now Eli was ninety-eight years old ; and his 
eyes were dim, that he could not see.]. He was not able to 
discern the sadness that was in the people's countenances, 
but only heard their shrieks and lamentations. .,. , 

Ver. 16. And the man said, I am he that came out of the 
army, and I fled to-day out of the army.] The man repre- 
sents himself as an eye-witness of what had passed, that 
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he had his name from dag, which signifies a fish ; fishes and 
pigeons being sacred to him. Some take this idol to have 
been the same among the Syrians, with Triton among the 
Europeans, or with Neptune, or (as Scaliger will have it), 
with Venus, who was worshipped under the name of Ater- 
gatis, and Adargatis : whichi'are only the corruption of the 
Hebrew words Addir-daga, i. e. magnificent fish, as Sir. 
Selden there observes ; though Bochart thinks this w f as a 
different goddess from Dagon, (par. i. Hieroz. lib. i. cap. 6.) 

Ver. 3. And when they of Ashdod arose early in the 
warning.] To go to pray at the temple. 

Behold, Dagon ivas fallen with his face to the earth 
before the ark of the Lord.] In a posture of the most 
humble adoration: which was prostration; acknowledging 
the God of Israel to be above all gods. In this some of 
the Jews think there was a miracle in a miracle, as they 
speak: for whereas the ark w r as set by Dagon (i. e. on one 
side of him) when Dagon fell, it was not right forward, but 
he. was turned about with his face towards the ark. (See 
Buxtorf de Area Foederis, p. 171.) 

And they took Dagon, and set him in his place again.'] 
Looking upon it as a mischance. 

Ver. 4. And when they rose early on the morrow morning, 
behold, Dagon was fallen with his'face to the ground before 
the ark of the Lord.] Which shewed his former fall was 
not by, chance, but by the power of God, before whom he 
could not stand. 

And the head of Dagon, and both the palms of his hands, 
were cut off upon the threshold.] It is likely Dagon stood 
on high, upon some pedestal or altar; from whence he was 
not only thrown down, but his head and his hands thrown 
out of the doorwith the greatest contempt: being cut ofFupon 
the threshold of the temple. A token (as most interpreters 
think) that this idol was void of wisdom and power, his 
head and his hands (which are the seat of those qualities) 
being gone. Some have a fancy that Dagon had feet also 
upon his tail: from whence the LXX. it is likely, here 
add, that both his feet were cut ofF also: which hath 
no ground at all in the Hebrew text. (See Selden, in the 
forenamed book; and Vossius de Idolol. lib. ii. cap. 36.) 

Only the stump of Dagon was left him.] In the Hebrew 
the words are, only Dagon was left to him: that is, saith 
Kimchi, nothing but the form of a fish remained; all that 
resembled a man being broken off. Thus the Lord shewed 
there was no god besides him: his ark, though taken cap- 
tive and carried into a strange land (as St. Chrysostoin dis- 
courses, Orat. v.. adversus Judseos), throwing down their 
idol twice, and thereby demonstrating, that the Israelites 
were not overthrown for want of any power in their God 
to defend them, but for the iniquity of those that wor- 
shipped him. 

Ver. 5- Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any 
that come into Dagons house, tread on the threshold of 
Dagon unto this day.] Out of reverence to it; looking upon 
it (as Abarbinel glosses) as a holy thing, by the touch of 
Dagon's head and hands. So foolishly did they pervert the 
meaning of God, that, instead of thinking Dagon to be no 
god, they honoured the very threshold of his temple as if 
it had some divinity in it. For it is an idle conceit which 
the Jews have in Jalkut, that forsaking Dagon they wor- 
shipped his threshold. (See Buxtorf, in his Hist. Arcse, 
cap. 19. p. 172.) This superstition continued for some ages, 
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as Bochartus gathers from Zephan. i. 9. where God saith 
he will punish those that leap' on the threshold, after the 
manner of the Philistines, as he expounds it, after the Tar- 
gum, par. i. Hierozoic. lib. ii. cap. 36. 

From those words, unto this day, Hobbes and such-like 
writers frame an argument, that this book was not wrote 
by Samuel; not considering that these things happened 
when Samuel was but a youth, and that this was written 
when he was old ; so that there was a considerable space 
of time between them. 

Ver. 6. But the hand of the Lord was heavy upon them of 
Ashdod.] Since they were* so blind as not to see his hand in 
throwing down their gdd,&c. he smote them with* such sore 
plagues in their own bodies, as made* them sensible of his 
power. 

And he destroyed them.] With a pestilence, I suppose, of 
which many died. (See ver. idt.) 

And smote them with evierods, even Ashdod, and the coasts 
belonging to it.] Not only the people of the city,- but of the 
villages belonging to it, were smitten with this plague. 
About which interpreters differ very innch: some taking 
this disease for a dysentery, which was so violent that it 
rotted their guts, and made them fall down and come out. 
Whereupon others think it was that which we' call proci- 
dentia ani, the falling of the fundament ; but most interpre- 
ters, both ancient and modern, take it as we do, for tho 
emerods. For it was some disease in the hinder-parts, as 
appears from the words of the Psalmist, lxxviii. GG. as 
they are commonly understood. See my notes on Deut. 
xxviii. 27. and Nic. Fuller Miscell. lib. v. cap. 3. espe- 
cially Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. i. cap. 3G. 
where he gives a large account of the Hebrew word apho- 
lim, which is used only here and in the forenamed place of 
Deuteronomy. 

At the end of this verse, the Vulgar and the LXX, also 
add, that a great number of mice started up out of the 
earth/and overrunning their fields, made great waste there. 
But, as Lyra well observes, this gloss in all likelihood 
being written in the margin, out of chap. vi. ver. 4, 5. it 
crept at last into the text, though it be neither in the He- 
brew, nor the Chaldee, nor Syriac, nor Arabic. (See Bo- 
chart, in his Hierozoic. par. i. lib. iii. cap: 34.) 

Ver. 7. And when the men of^Ashdod saw that it was so, 
they said, The ark of the God of Israel shall not abide with 
us : for his hand is sore upon its, and upon Dagon our god.] 
Now their eyes were opeucd to see, that though they had 
vanquished the Israelites, they could not stand before the 
God of Israel. And it seems no unreasonable conjecture, 
that they speak here, and in the following verse, concern- 
ing the ark, with a note of distinction ; calling it the ark of 
the God of Israel, (ver. 8.-10, 11. vi. 3.) and the ark of 
the Lord, (vi. 8.) For other nations had sudi arks, and for 
the same use, (o put their mysteries in thdm : as in this were 
the tables of the covenant alone. Clemens Alexaridrinus 
relates what trash and other filthy stuff was in the* fivoriKal 
tcicnrai, the mystical coffers of the heathen. From whose su- 
perstition, that the Israelites might bo preserved, God, per- 
haps, appointed this ark to be made by Moses. (See his 

HpOTQZTTTlKOQ \6yOC, p. 13, 14.) \ x 

Ver. 8. They sent therefore, and gathered the lords of the 
Philistines unto them, and said, What shall we do with the 
ark of the God of Israel?] They desired a general council 

Microsoft® . 



240 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. VI. 



might be held, to consult what to do in this case; whether 
to keep the ark, or how to dispose of it. 

And they answered.] i. e. The lords of the Philistines 
(who in the language of that country were called Sarnim, 
the same wiihSarim in the Hebrew) came to the following 
resolution. 

Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried about unto Gath. 
And they carried the ark of the God of Israel about thither.] 
They seem to be possessed with a superstitious conceit, 
that there was something in the place which was offensive 
to him; and that he might be better pleased with another: 
just as iEneas and his people indicted their beds and their 
houses, of the disasters that befel them; and Cadmus for- 
sook his own city, 



: tanquam fortuna locorum 



Non sua se premeret"- 



asif the ill luek which hunted him had been the place's, 
not his own : as our Dr. Jackson observes, out of Ovid, in 
his Original of Unbelief, chap. 18. parag. 4. 

Gath was the next city to Ashdod, northward of it: in 
which some of the Anakims also remained. (Josh. xi. 21.) 

Ver. 9. And it was so, that, after they had carried it about, 
Uie hand of the Lord was against the city with a very great 
destruction.] A great many died of the pestilence, as they 
had done at Ashdod.. 

And he smote the men of the city, both small and great, 
and they had emerods in their secret parts.'] They that did 
not die were sorely tormented by emerods; which was a 
disease they had never known before; as some understand 
the last words. t Or, they had those the physicians call 
blind emerods: which do not swell outwardly, but lie hid- 
den within ; and are the most grievous and hard to be cured 
of all other. 

Ver. 10. Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron.] 
The last city of the Philistines northward : where in after- 
times (if not now) the famous god called Baal-zebub was 
worshipped, (2 Kings i. 2.) 

And it came to pass, as the ark of God came to Ekron, 
that tlie Ekronites cried out, saying, They have brought 
about the ark of the God of Israel to ns, to slay us and our 
people.] These seem to be the words of the governors of 
the city; who had learned, from the experience of the other 
great cities, that no place was secure from the stroke of the 
God of Israel* 

Ver. 11. So they sent and gathered together all the lords 
qfthe Philistines.] As they of Ashdod had done, (ver. G.) 

And said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let 
it go again to its own place, that it slay us not, and our 
people.] Destroy the whole city. 

For there was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; 
and the hand of God was very sore upon them.] Which 
made them desire it might be sent out of the country, and 
not to the other cities in the south, Gaza and Askelon. 

Ver. 12. And the men that died not were smote with eme- 
rods: and the cry of the city went up to heaven.] This is 
the explication of the foregoing words: some were struck 
with the pestilence as soon as the ark came thither, and 
others lingered under intolerable pains, which made them 
cry out in an inexpressible manner: for this is an hybcr- 
bolical speech; things that are exceeding great. beyond ex- 
pression, being said to reach up to heaven, (Deut. i. 28.) 



Thus Virgil, lib. ii. /Encid. in many places, ver. 223. 
338. 488. 

" Clamores simul horrendos ad sydera tollit. 

Sublatus ad aethera clamor. 

Fcrit aurea sydera clamor." 



CHAP. VL 

Ver. 1. Jtl ND the ark of the Lord was in the country of the 
Philistines seven months.] The Hebrew word sadeth, which 
we translate country, signifying afield (as the LXX. here 
translate it, lv aypy), Theodoret, and Procopius Gazseus, 
think, that the Philistines, being so plagued by the ark 
in their cities, sent it into the open fields: but were dis- 
appointed of their hope, of being freer from the hand of 
God there, than in their cities; for mice sprung up out of 
the ground, and wasted their corn and their fruits, as the 
LXX. here add, at the end of this verse, as they did in the 
foregoing chapter, ver. 6. teal Vi&zazv n yn clvtwv ftvtag, and 
their land bubbled up mice. But the Chaldce hath no such 
thing; and saith expressly, The ark was in the cities of the. 
Philistines seven ?nonths. 

Ver. 2. And the Philistines.] That is, the lords of the 
country. 

Called for the priests.] Who Were best skilled in sacred- 
rites and ceremonies. 

And the diviners.] Who were a kind of prophets, pre- 
tending to know the will of God, and to.foretel future- 
events. See Deut. xviii. 12. of this word kosemim, which* 
we translate diviners. From whence Bochartus thinks the 
Roman word CostfH7Ziisderived,beingasrnuch as Kosme-et, 
the minister of God. 

Saying, Tell us what we shall do to the ark of the Lord?] 
They never called it the ark of the Lord till this time : but 
now were struck with some apprehension that the Lord was 
above all gods. 

Tell us wherewith we shall send it to its place.] They did 
not call them to be resolved by them whether they should 
send it home or not, (for upon that they seem to have been 
resolved already, ver. 11.) but in what manner it should be 
sent, and whether accompanied with any presents to ob- 
tain his favour. 

Ver. 3. And they said, If ye send away the ark of the 
God of Israel.] Against which resolution they had nothing 
to object, but rather approved it. * 

Send it not empty.] They answer directly to the question, 
first in general, that it must not be. sent back without some 
offering. 

But in any wise return him a trespass-offering.] Con- 
cerning the Hebrew word asham, which we translate tres- 
pass-offering, and how it differs from a sin-offering, see 
upon Lev. v. 15. It seems to be presented by the Philis- 
tines as an acknowledgment that they had offended the 
God of Israel, by bringing his ark from its proper place, 
for which they begged his pardon by this offering. 

Tktn, ye shall be healed, and it shall be known to you 
why his hand is not removed from you.] It seems their 
plagues still continued (notwithstanding their resolution to 
send home the ark), but they hoped by this offering they 
would be removed; and the reason would appear why they 
were removed no sooner: for these diviners were not sure 
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from whence these plagues came : but by this means they 
thought they should either be healed, or know the ark was 
not the cause of their sickness. 

Ver.4. Tlien said they, What shall be the trespass-offer- 
ing which we shall return to him?] It is very observable 
what reverence they had to their priests and prophets, 
without whose advice they would do nothing: and there- 
fore desire to be particularly informed what the trespass- 
offering should be, that they might not send one that was 
improper. All nations thought their gods were to be ap- 
peased when ttiey were angry, by honorary gifts,- as many 
have observed : particularly Bochartus, in his Hierozoic'on, 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 36. And of that opinion they were in 
these ancient times. But wise men still gave it in charge, 
" Ne quis impius oblalis donis Deum placare audeat:" 
that no nicked man should presume to attempt to appease 
God by the offering of gifts, as Cicero speaks, lib. ii. de 
Legibus. 

They answered, Five golden emerods, and five golden mice, 
according to the number of the lords of the Philistines.'] 
Who were five,* and were to be at the charge of offering one 
for each of them. This also was a custom among the an- 
cient heathens, to consecrate unto their gods such monu- 
ments of their deliverances, as represented the evils from 
which they were freed. As they dedicated to Isis and 
Neptune a table, which contained the express image of the 
shipwreck, which they had escaped : and slaves and cap- 
tives, when they had regained their liberty, offered their 
chains. Which Christians in the fifth century began to 
imitate, as Bochartus observes (in the forenamed place) 
out of Theodoret. Accordingly the Philistines, hoping 
shortly to be delivered from the emerods and mice, where- 
with they were sorely afflicted, sent the images of them 
unto that God from whom they expected deliverance. 
And this is still practised among the Indians, as Tavernier 
relates in his travels to their country, p. 92. where he saith, 
that when any pilgrim goes to a pagod for the cure of any 
disease, he brings the figure of the member affected ; made 
either of gold, silver, or copper, according to his quality; 
which he offers to his god, and then falls a singing, as all 
others do after they have offered^ Mr. Selden also hath 
observed, that mice were used among the ancient heathen 
foT lustration and cleansing, de Diis Syris, Syntag.i. cap. 6. 

For one plague was on you all, and on your land.] The 
plague of emerods upon their own bodies; and the plague of 
mice upon their land. 

Ver. 5. Wherefore ye shall make images of the emerods, 
and images of your mice which mar the land.] By this it 
appears, that their country was infested by mice, which 
had eaten their corn in the field, and other fruits of the 
earth. Which is a plague which divers ancient authors 
mention, as sent upon several countries, by the anger of 
their gods: particularly upon a city in Mysia, and upon 
the country ofTroas, as is observed by Huetius, in-his 
Quaestiones Alnetanas, lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 12. And Bochaft 
hath collected a great many more examples of such devasr 
tations in Spain, Italy, Thrace, &c*. made by mice ;■ which 
have the name of achbar in Hebrew (as he thinks), signi- 
fyinga destroyer of the field. (Hieroz.par.i. Iib.iii.cap. 34.) 

And ye shall give glory unto the God of Israel.] That is, 
acknowledge him, by. this present to him, to be theinflicter 
of these plagues, and. to hav,e power to remove them ^ beg- 



ging his pardon, and seeking for healing from him. For 
thus this phrase signifies in the like case, Rev. xvi. 9.'. 
where St. John complains, that after many plagues men did 
not repent, to give glory nnto God: that is, by repenting, to 
acknowledge his sovereign authority, justice, holiness, &c. 
' Perhaps he will lighten his hand from off you, and from 
off your gods, and. from off your land.] For they had all 
suffered; their gods as well as themselves, and their land. 

Ver. 6. Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? Whenhehad 
wrought wonderfully among them.] These words seem to« 
import, that some of them were loath to send the ark away 
with such presents; and objected against it: which movect 
the priests and diviners, to bid them take heed, lest they' 
brought upon themselves the fate of Pharaoh, and his peo- 
ple. With whose history these men were acquainted; and- 
being discreet persons made a good use of the examples of 
former times : and believed as much as many of the Israel- 
ites did,, or rather more. 

Did they not let the people go, and they departed?] Wheni 
it was too late, they consented to what was demanded. The 
Jews say in Jalkut, that the Philistines at first said among' 
themselves, This is the God who smote the Egyptians with 
ten plagues: but they are all ended. Whereupon God said/ 
" Do you imagine I have not one plague more ? I will send 
such a one upon you, as never' was from the beginning of 
the world," &c. (See Buxtorf. Hist. Area? Foederis, cap/ 
19.) If they had any such thoughts, their priests pertinently, 
enough put them in mind of the Egyptians: that they might 
not make themselves like them in hardness of heart; aa 
God had made them like in their plagues. 

Ver. 7. Now therefore make a new cart, and take two 
milch-kine, on which there hath come no yoke.] Both these 
were in honour of the ark; that they employed nothing 
about it which had ever served for any other use. And' 
there was another reason also for the latter of these ; that 
they might be the more certain they were led by the God of 
Israel, if they went directly unto his country : forkine un- 
accustomed to the yoke are wont to run back, and turn! 
out. of the way into which they are put. 

And tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves home 
from them.] This would make it still more wonderful, if 
they did not return to their calves, when they heard them 
bleat after them; which they naturally would have done;, 
if a greater power had not drawn them a contrary, way., * 

Ver. 8. And take the ark of the Lord, and Jay it upon the 
cart; and put the jewels of gold, which you return him for. 
a trespass-offering, in a coffer, by the side thereof; • and send 
it away, that it may go.] .They had either heard, or by their 
present sufferings were made to fear, that it was dangerous 
to look into the ark; and therefore they did not open it, to 
put their. present withinit; but put it in a coffer by the side 
of it. It is probable the. word argaz (which we meet withal 
no where else), in the language of the Philistines, signifies 
either a coffer, or &pitrse>,or a wallet, as Josephus translates 
it: and Bochartus thinks it likely, that these golden jewels 
were put into little bags, which hung on either side the ark* 

Ver. 9. And see, if it go by, the way of its own coast.] 
Without any guide: and being set (as Josephus saith) in 
a place where three ways met. , 

To Beth- shemesh,] A city in, the tribe 'Of.Judab; in the 
confines of both countries. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



242 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. VI. 



Then he hatlt done us this great evil: but if not, then we 
shall know that it is not his hand that smote us; it teas a 
chance that happened to us.] From some unknown cause. 

Ver. 10. And the men did so ; and took two milch-kine, and 
tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.] The 
men of Ekron did all this, as the priests had directed. 

Ver. 1 1. And they laid the ark of the Lord upon the cart, 
and the coffer with the mice of gold and the images of their 
emerods. 

Ver, 12. And the kine took the straight way to the way 
of Beth-shemesh, and went along the highway, lowing as they 
went, and turned not aside to the right hand, or to the 
left J] Though they had no driver, nor visible director; and 
had such strong attraclives to draw them back, and there 
were so many other ways in which they might have gone; 
yet they went directly towards Beth-shcmesh, without the 
least deviation; lowing all the way after their calves, which 
had been taken from them : unto whom their natural affec- 
tion would have inclined them to return, if by a higher 
hand they had not been led forward to the laud of Judah. 

And the lords of the Philistines icent after them to the 
borders of Beth-shemesh.'] To observe (as the priests 
advised, ver. 9.) whether of themselves they would go 
thither. 

Ver. 13. And they of Beth-shemesh were reaping their 
wheat-harvest in the valley.] Which being about Pentecost, 
it shews the ark was taken captive in the latter end of the 
foregoing year. (Compare this with ver. 1.) 

And they lifted up their eyes, and saw the ark, and rejoiced 
to see it.'] Come back to them in such a wonderful manner, 
without any visible conductor. 

Ver. 14. And the enrt came into the field of Joshua, a 
' Beth-shemite, and stood there.] This was another marvellous 
thing, that the kine went no further; being come into a ter- 
ritory of a city of the priests, (for so Beth-shemesh was, 
see upon Josh. xxi. 16.) who were to take care of the ark 
of God. 

* \Wiere there was a great stone.] Which sefems to have 
been the boundary of the two countries. 

And they clave the wood of the cart, and offered the kine a 
burnt-offering unto the Lord.] The gjeat stone, I suppose, 
serving instead of an altar; whereon they offered a whole 
burnt-offering of praise and thanks to God for his goodness : 
for they thought in reason that this cart, and these kine, 
should never be converted to any common use, and there- 
fore employed them in making this sacrifice. In which 
the priests did not sin, though cows were not, by the law, 
allowed to be offered to God, and no offering was to be 
made, but in the place which God had chosen. For this 
was to be understood of ordinary offerings, not of such as 
an extraordinary occasion might require; and besides, the 
ark being here, God was so also (who as yet appointed no 
place for its future residence, now r Shiloh was destroyed), 
and so their sacrifices,, they thought, in reason, might be 
here acceptable to him. And they the rather chose to offer 
these cows to God, because they belonged to him, and 
therefore were to be his sacrifices ; they having drawn his 
ark, and been particularly directed by him. 

Ver. 15. And the Levites took down the ark of the Jjord, 
and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of gold 
were.] It was hot the business of the Levites to take down 
the ark; but of the priests : who after they had disposed it 



to be fit for tho Levites to take it upon their shoulders, the 
Kohathites were to carry it. (See Numb.iv. 15.) 

Andjmt them upon the great stone.] Where, it is proba- 
ble, they had before offered up the kine, instead of m altar. 

And the men of Beth-shemesh offered burnt-offerings, and 
sacrificed sacrifices, the same day unto the J^)rd.] The sacri- 
fices (which they arc said to sacrifice) wore peace-offerings; 
which they added to their whole burnt-sacrifices, that they 
might make a feast upon them ; as an expression of their 
great joy to see the ark returned to them in such a miracu- 
lous manner. 

Ver. 1G. And when the five lords of the Philistines.] Who 
stood upon the borders of their country, (ver. 12.) 

Had seen it.] Beheld all the forcnamed wonders. 

They returned to Ekron the same day.} And reported, no 
doubt, what they had seen : which convinced them, that 
their plagues came from the God of Israel 

Ver. 17. And these are the golden emerods, which the Phi- 
listines returned for a trespass-offering unto the Lord; for 
Ashdod one, for Gaza one, for Askelon one, for Gath one, 
for Ekron one.] Each city of this country, I suppose, was 
at the charge of presenting ono emerod. ^Vhich cities are 
not reckoned in the order wherein they lay; but Ashdod 
being the city to which the ark was first brought, it is men- 
tioned first. But from south to north they lay in this order 
Gaza, Askelon, Ashdod (which as I said was in the middle 
of them), Gath, and Ekron. 

Ver. 18. And the golden mice, according to the number of 
all the cities of the Philistines belonging to. the five* lords, 
both of fenced cities, and of country villages, even unto the 
great stone of Abel, whereon they set down the ark of the 
Lord; which stone remaineth to this day in the field of Jo- 
shua the Beth-shemite.] As the golden emerods were made at 
the public charge of those cities, so were the mice also : 
unto the making of which the villages likewise contributed. 
For their fields being principally afflicted by the mice, as 
the cities were by the emerods; and they being all sharers, 
some way or other, in the public calamities, it w r as thought 
reasonable they should all join in this trespass-offering: 
which was an offering of the whole nation, as far as ever 
their coast extended, and that was to the great stone men- 
tioned ver. 14. which is there called Eben-gedolah, the great 
stone; but here Ebel-gedolah, the great weeping, from the la- 
mentations which were here made uponthc following occa- 
sion, mentioned in the next verse. 

Ver. 19. And he smote the men of Beth-shemesh, because 
they had looked*into the ark of the Ix>rd.] Which God had 
forbidden, not only to the common people, but to the sons 
of Levi also, (Numb. iv. 20.) But their curiosity made 
them forget their duty : being desirous either to see whe- 
ther the Philistines had taken out the tables of the cove- 
nant; or that they might have a view of such an ancient 
sacred monument, written by God's own hand. Out of 
this story, as Bochartus ingeniously conjectures, the 
Greeks forged the fable of Bacchus; who was very angry 
with the Athenians, because they did not receive his mys- 
teries with pomp, whenthcy were brought out of Boeotia 
into Attica; and smote them with a sore disease in their 
secret parts. In his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 18. in the latter 
end. 

Even he smote of the people fifty thousand and threescore 
a7id ten men.] This translation is made by an unaccount- 
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able transposition of the words: which in the Hebrew lie 
exactly thus, He smote ofthepeople, threescore and ten men, 
fifty thoxcsand men. Which the Gemara, Avith Jarchi and 
Kimebi, and theTargum, expound, He smote all the San- 
hedrin, which tvere seventy men, and fifty thousand of the 
common people. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 19. 
n. 3.) But as it is a question whether there was any such 
Sanhedrin in these days, and it is certain there was not at 
Beth-shemesh ; so it is not likely it was such a populous 
place, nor is there any particle to couple the last. sum with 
the foregoing. Therefore Bochart's interpretation is far 
more reasonable, which is this, He smote threescore and ten 
men; fifty out of a thousand men. God was so indulgent, 
that is, as not to slay all that were guilty, but only seventy 
of them; observing this proportion, that out of a thousand 
offenders, he smote only fifty persons ; that is, a twentieth 
part. So that of fourteen hundred that deserved punish- 
ment, he smote only seventy men ; which is the twentieth 
part of that number. And this interpretation is very easy, 
only supplying the particle mem before eleph, making 
the sense to be out of a thousand. And he instances in 
many places of Scripture, where this particle is manifestly 
wanting, to make out the true meaning. See his Hiero- 
zoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 36. p. 370. where he shews that 
Josephus thus understood these words, lib. vi. Antiq. cap. 
2. where he saith God smote ' Efido finKovraruv Ik ttjc Brj&m- 
firic Kwfjiqs, Seventy of those of the village of Beth-shemesh. 
And thus Abarbinel also understands the first words, that 
he smote at Beth-shemesh only seventy men; the other 
number, he thinks, refers to" those who were slain in 
the country of- the Philistines; the story whereof is now 
finished. For the particle beth, he thinks, signifies as 
ranch as with, in this manner : Together with the seventy of 
Beth-shemesh, he Smote in all fifty thousand, because of the 
ark. But Boehartus's interpretation is most natural; 
which is highly applauded by another person of very great 
learning, Johan. Wagenselius, who, in his annotations 
upon the Gemara of Sota, (cap. 7. sect. 15.) saith, *' Ipsa 
Veritas militat," Truth itself defends this opinion of Bo- 
•chartus. And indeed it cannot be conceived, there should 
be so many as our translation supposes, to be slain at 
Beth-shemesh, and the coasts thereof, being but a village ; 
or if there had, it is very improbable that God would smite 
so many at once: for there would have been none left to 
make lamentation. Therefore, as the Romans decimated 
the soldiers that had offended ; that is, put every tenth man 
to death ; so God here punished half so many for this of- 
fence of looking into the ark. 

And the people lamented, because the Lord had smitten 
of the people tvith a great slaughter.'] It was a great 
slaughter, considering the smallnessof this place; as Abar- 
binel glosses upon these words, who takes it, as Josephus 
doth, for a village. And it is not strange that some should 
be smitten with death; for it was always accounted, in all 
nations, a great profaneness for any one that was not ini- 
tiated to look into their mysteries; to prevent which here- 
after God made so many examples of his displeasure in 
this place. Instances of those among the heathen, who 
were struck blind, or upon whom some other calamity fell 
upon such account, the illustrious Spanhemius hath noted 
in his observations upon Callimaehus's hymn in Lava- 
orum Palladis, ver. 34. yea, though they did it ignorantly, 



as he shews upon ver. 78. 82. p. 606. (See also Huetius, 
in his Alnetanas Quaestiones, lib. ii. cap. 12. p. 200.) 

Ver. 20. And the men of Beth-shemesh said, Who is able 
to stand before this holy Lord God? and to whom shall he 
go up from us?] They seem by this to be sensible of their 
rashness, and acknowledge the holiness of God to be 
such, that they were not worthy of his Divine presence 
among them; but desires that some who could do him ho- 
nour better than they, might take the ark into their care. 
But Abarbinel thinks they were only struck with, a great, 
fear, as the Philistines were when God plagued them; 
which made them send the ark from one place to another, 
as they of Beth-shemesh now sent to those of Kirjath-jea- 
rim, to come and fetch the ark to their city; fearing more 
of them should die, if it stayed with them at Beth-shemesh. 

Ver. 21. And they sent messengers to ihe inhabitants, of 
Kirjath-jearim, saying, Tlie Philistines have brought again 
the ark of the Lord; come ye down, and fetch it unto you.] 
This was a city which stood upon a hill, and therefore 
they desired them to come down from thence. And being 
a strong place, there they thought the ark might be secure, 
in ease of any new incursions of their enemies. See con- 
cerning this city, Josh. xv. 9, 10. where it is called also 
Kirjath-Baal,xviii. 14. and Baalah, or Baal-Judah,2 Sam. 
vi. 2.1 Chron. xiii. 6. . 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JilND the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched 
up the ark oftheLord.] They cheerfully received the mes- 
sage; and were so far from thinking themselves in danger 
by entertaining it, that they thought it a blessing, and kept 
it with them till the reign of David. 

And brought it to the house ofAbinadab in the hill.]\ln 
the highest part, I suppose, of the city: as David ;after- 
ward placed it upon Mount Sion. 

And sanctified Eleazar his son to keep the ark ofrJhe 
Lord.] Which belonged to the.Levites: therefore Abina- 
dab was of that tribe, otherwise he could not have conse- 
crated (i.e. set apart, or solemnly appointed) his son to 
keep the ark, i. e. to attend it, and see that no rudeness was 
offered to it; as well as to keep a guard about it, to defend 
it from violence. If it be inquired why they did not carry 
the ark to Shiloh, its ancient seat, the answer is, that the 
Philistines had destroyed that place; .and the tabernacle, 
upon the death of -Eli, was removed from thence unto 
Nob, where it remained till the death of Samuel. ?And 
after his death it was carried to Gibeon, where it remained 
fifty years, according to the account of the author of Seder 
Olam Rabba. . All which time the ark was in Kirjath-jea- 
rim, till David brought it first to the house of Obcd-Edqm, 
and then to his own city. After which the tabernacle still 
remained at Gibeon till Solomon's temple was built, 
1 Chron. xvi. 39. 2 Chron. i. 3. where we read, that, even 
after the death of his father, Solomon sacrificed at Gibeon, 
the tabernacle being there. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass, while the ark abodein Kir- 
jath-jearim, the time teas long; for it teas twenty years.] 
This is not to be understood of the whole time that*the 
ark remained here; for it continued, as I said before, in 
this place, till the time of- David, (2 ChTon. vi. 3.) whicb. 
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was about forty-six years; therefore it refers to the fol- 
lowing words. 

And all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord.] Or 
rather (as Dr. Lightfoot translates them), Then all the 
house of Israel, &c. Their idolatry had taken such deep 
root in them, that neither the loss of the ark, nor the 
.slaughter of so many Israelites, wrought upon their hearts, 
ttut it was twenty years before they minded the ark, or 
took ar.y notice of it. Then they Mere awakened to some 
-sense of their duty, and began to seek the favour of God, 
♦and lament their apostacy from him. (See his Annot. on 
this place, and upon Acts iii.24. p. 758.) And one reason 
why they did not regard the ark, was, perhaps, because it 
'was now seated in the borders of the country of the Phi- 
listines, of whom' they were afraid. And this is the sense 
'of Abarbinel. For though others think, that from the day 
that the ark came to Kirjath-jearim, the Israelites began 
to lament their sins, and to turn to God; having heard of 
the miracles that had been done in the land of the Philis- 
tines, &c. yet he doth not approve ofthis opinion; but 
will have their lamentation to begin after the ark had been 
•twenty years at this place, where it remained many more 
years than twenty. 

Ver. 3. And Samuel spake unto all the house of Israel.] 
Who were assembled at some solemn festival; or were 
summoned by him to attend him; for after the death of 
Eli he began to judge Israel. 

If you return to the Lord with all your heart. 1 By' this it 
appears, that his reproofs and instructions, and the repre- 
sentation he had made of their sin, and of their danger, had 
touched their hearts, and made them beginto lament them- 
selves, and seek his favour; whereupon he exhorts them 
- to give this following proof of their sincerity. 

Then put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth from 
among you.'] By the strange gods I take Baalim to be 
meant; which are frequently joined with Ashtaroth, as 
they are in the very next verse to this, where their obcdi- 
. ence< to 'this exhortati6n is reported. (And see upon 
Judg. ii. 12, 13. 17. iii. 7. viii. 33.) 

And prepare your heart unto the Lord.] By serious re- 
solutions. 

To serve him only.] As it follows in the next verse. 

And he will deliver you out of the hands of the Philis- 
tines.] Who had now oppressed them, less or more, for the 
space of forty years. 

Ver. 4. Then the children of Israel did put away Baalim 
and Ashtaroth, and served the Lord only.] There was now, 
I suppose, a general reformation made in the worship of 
God. 

Ver. 5. And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to Mizpeh.] 
Aplaee where they had been wont anciently to assemble 
upon great occasions. (See upon Judg. xx. 1.) 

And I will pray for you unto the Lord.] To accept of 
their repentance, and pardon their sins, and establish them 
in their good resolution to serve the Lord alone; and to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Philistines. For all 
which he could have prayed alone by himself; but he 
thought their public prayer would be more effectual. 

Ver.G. And they gathered inMizpeh,and drew water, and 
poured it out before the Lord, and fasted on that day, and 
said there, We have sinned against the Lord.'] This being a 
day. of humiliation, fasting, and prayer, as appears by the 



latter part of these words, interpreters commonly expound 
the former part of them, as belonging to the same matter. 
And some think, as the Targum doth, that by pouring out 
water, is to be understood the tears of contrition, which 
were drawn from the bottom of their hearts, and fell from 
their eyes before the Lord. Others think they washed their 
bodies in water, signifying the purification of their souls 
from the filthiness of sin. And others (which Bochartus 
himself thinks more probable), that this water was poured 
on the ground, in token of the expiation of their sin, which 
they desired and hoped might be remembered no more: 
as water poured on the ground could no more be seen. 
Unto which tbey think a place in Job alludes: (xi. 16.) 
but we no where find any such rite as this among the 
Jews, either in ancient or later times. And the conjecture 
of Fortunatus Scacehus seems more ingenious, that an 
altar being to be erected to offer sacrifice, they poured out 
water to cleanse the ground, that it might not be set up in 
an impure place,(Myrothee.EIaeochrysm. Sacr. ii.cap.3I.) 
But after all, I think the interpretation which Constantine 
L'Empereur hath given of these words (in his annot. on 
Codex Mirldoth, cap. 2.) is far more reasonable ; which is, 
that they poured out water in token of joy, after they had 
fasted and confessed their sins (for he translates the words, 
-'f Postquam jejunarunt/'q/jfer they had fasted on that day), 
as they were wont to do in the feast of tabernacles : unto 
which he refers those words in lsa. xii. 3. in which the pro- 
phet foretels the joy that should be in the days of the Mes- 
siah, by saying, " T e shall draw waters with joy out of the 
wells of salvation :" alluding to a known rite among .the 
Israelites in the feast of tabernacles, unto which our Sa- 
viour is thought to allude, John vii. 37, 38. And there is 
the greater reason for this interpretation, because Samuel 
had just before promised them, that the Lord would de- 
liver them from the Philistines, if they heartily repented : 
which made them rejoice in hope of it, because they did 
now sincerely turn to him. 

And Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpeh.] 
When they were reconciled to God, he reconciled them 
one to another, by determining their differences and doing 
right where any one was wronged : or he declared the law 
to them whereby they were to be judged; and, perhaps, 
punished some gross idolaters, or other great offenders. 

Ver. 7. And when the Philistines heard that the children 
of Israel were gathered together at Mizpeh, the lords of the 
Philistines went tip against Israel.] Being ignorant of the 
true reasons of this meeting, the Philistines imagined the 
Israelites assembled to consult about war, and so resolved 
to be beforehand with them, and surprise them. 

And when the children of Israel heard it, they were 
afraid of the Philistines.] Being unarmed, I suppose, or 
not prepared to give them battle. 

Ver. 8. And the children of Israel said unto Samuel, Cease 
not to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he will save 
us out of the hands of the Philisfi7ies.] According to the 
promise made to them, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 9. And Samuel took a sucking lamb.] For after a 
lamb was eight days old, it was fit to be sacrificed unto 
God, (Exod. xxii. 30. Lev. xvii. 27.) The Hebrew word 
tale is the name for the youngest sheep, as ajil is for the 
eldest, and chebes for one between both. 

And offered it for a burnt-offering wholly iinto the Lord*] 
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Whereby he supplicated the Divine mercy, as the son of 
Sirach explains it : (Ecclus. xlvi. 16.) " He called upon the 
mighty Lord, when his enemies pressed him on every side, 
ivrpoff<popa, by the obligation of a sucking lamb" 

And Samuel cried unto the Lord Gdd of Israel; and the ' 
Lord heard him.'] Which is a demonstration, that though 
he was not a priest, nor this place appointed for sacrifice, 
yet, as a prophet, he had authority from God to build an 
altar any where, and to make his supplication in this manner. 
Thus other holy men, Gideon and Manoah, were warranted 
to offer extraordinary sacrifices in places which God had 
not before appointed. And it is probable that God an- 
swered Samuel, as he did Manoah, by fire consuming the 
sacrifice, in testimony of God's acceptance, (Judg. xiii. 
20.) And thus wc read of an altar he built in another 
place, ver. 17. as Elijah did in following times. 

Ver. 10. And as Samuel was offering up the burnt- offer- 
ing.] Before it was consumed. 

The Philistines drew hear to battle against Israel.] Hop- 
ing to find them unprepared. - The son of Sirach saith, 
they of Tyre joined with the Philistines in this action, 
(Ecclus. xlvi. 17.) 

Bat the Lord thundered xcith a great thunder on that day 
upon the Philistines, and discomfited them ; and they were 
smitten before Israel.] They were affrighted, like men outbf . 
thehr'wits, with thunder and lightning; which killed many 
of them before the Israelites could come up to fight them. 
For, together with this horrible tempest, Josephus saith 
there was an earthquake, and that the earth opened in 
several places, and swallowed up some of them, who, like 
blind men, ran into those gaps. 

Ver. 11. And the men of Israel went out of Mizpeh, and 
pursued after the Philistines.] Having Samuel to lead them, 
as their captain, according to Josephus. 

And smote them, until they came under Beth-car.] A place 
in the confines of the tribe of Judah. This victory was the 
more wonderful, because wc do not find the Israelites 
came appointed with any weapons to Mizpeh; but, as far 
as can be gathered by the relation of the fight, they smote 
them with their own weapons; which the Philistines threw 
away when they fled, and which were found among those 
that were slain by the lightning. 

* Ver. 12. And Samuel took a stone, and set it up between 
Mizpeh and Shen.] So Jacob and Joshua had done, as 
monuments of God's mercy to them, and their obligations 
to him. 

And called the name of it Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped us.] That is, thus far we have gotten 
the better: for they were not utterly destroyed, but driven 
quite out of their coasts, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 13. So the Philistines were subdued, and they 'came 
no more into the coast of Israel.] He put an end to the 
forty years' tyranny of the Philistines, mentioned Judg. 
xiii. 1. (See my notes there, and upon ver. 5. of that 
chapter, and Judg. xv. 20.) 

And the hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all 
the days of Samuel.] As in this battle he gavo them such 
an overthrow, that they were quite driven out of the 
country of Israel: soj during' Samuel's government, until 
Saul was made king, wc never read that they attempted 
with an army to invade them; but then they did, (xiii. 19.) 

Ver. 14. And the cities which the Philistines had taken 
vol. a. 



from Israel were restored to Israel.] They not only ex- 
pelled the Philistines, but recovered also several places- of 
■which the Philistines had possessed 'themselves, during 
their dominion over them. 

From Ekron even unto Gath;. and the coasts thereof did 
Israel deliver out of the hands of the Philistines.'] 'Ekron 
was in the tribe of Judah, (Josh.xv. 451) which the Philis- 
tines now forsook out of fear, as some think: or' were 
driven out of It for the present, though it was not long be- 
fore they got possession of it again. 

And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites.] 
Not by compact and covenant; but by the inclination of 
both sides, they abstained from all hostile actions. The 
Amorites were not the *only remainders of the old inhabit- 
ants of Canaan; but being the most powerful among them, 
they had long given name to the rest, (Gen. xv. 16.) .And 
now the Philistines were thus subdued, none of them, who 
used to infest the Israelites, durst stir to give them any mo- 
lestation, but sat quiet and still. 

Ver. 15. And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.] 
From these words Mr. Hobbes and his followers draw an 
argument that this was written by somebody after the 
death of Samuel. Which is a very weak proof: for the 
sense' may be no more than this: that Samuel was so dili- 
gent in the discharge of his office, that he gave himself no 
rest;, but sat to judge causes every day. 

Ver. 1G. And he went from year to year in a circuit to 
Beth-el; and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Israel in all 
those places.] 'Ev navi toIq riyiaafiivoiQ tovtoiq, in all these 
sanctified places, as the LXX. translate these last words 
(though there be no such thing in the Hebrew), because, 
as Mr. Mede conjectures, here were proseuchas, i. e. places 
of prayer, in those ancient days. But we may more cer- 
tainly gather from hence; that there was no such high 
court then established (which they called the Sanhedrin'in 
following ages) to judge all causes; at least/not such in- 
ferior courts as were appointed by the law in.Deut. xvi. 
18. as the high court is in Deut. xviii. 8. For if there had, 
there would have been no need of Samuel's riding circuit 
every year about the country to do justice, as other judges 
had done. (Judg. v. 10. x. 4. xii.14.) 

Ver. 17. And his return was to Ramah; for there teas 
his house: and there lie judged Israel.] The power of the 
judges was greatest in war: but when it was over, they 
still retained such an authority, that all difficult causes (at 
least) were brought before them. They were consulted also 
in all political affairs: and, that they might know where to 
resort to Samuel, when he had ended his circuity he kept 
his constant station at Ramah. 

And there he built an altar unto the Lord.] There being 
no declaration yet made where God would have the ark to 
be fixed/after the destruction of Shiloh, he built an altar 
where he himself constantly resided. Because it was fit, 
when they consulted about any public business, concern- 
ing the good of the commonwealth of Israel, that. there 
should bo a public, invocation of God's direction and bless- 
ing: which was done by sacrifice, as appears from ver. 9. 
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Samuel to have lived no more than fifty-two years; when 
he could not be said to be old. Therefore Aharbinel for- 
sakes the doctors in this, and shews their proofs of it to be 
very weak; and thinks that he rather lived until he was 
seventy, if not eighty years old. But less than seventy, he 
affirms, none of the prophets or good men lived. 

That he made his sons judges over Israel.] When he 
could not well sustain all the labour, he took them to assist 
him: both when he went his circuit, and in hearing causes 
at home; Or, perhaps, when he was old, he went circuit 
no more; but settled them in a convenient place (as it fol- 
lows in tho next verse) where people might have justice 
done them, either by him or by them. 

Ver. 2. Noiv the name of his first-born ivas Joel, and the 
name of his second Abijah ; they tvere jutlges in Beer-sheba.] 
As his constant residence was at Ramah, so he ordered 
theirs to be at Beer-shcba. Whereby, as Corn. Bertram 
observes, (cap. 9. de Itepub. Jud.) the country was divided 
into two parts, for the greater convenience of the people; 
that the causes of nil .those who dwelt between Dan and 
Mount Ephraim, might be brought to be judged by Samuel 
at Ramah ; and the causes of those between Mount Ephraim 
and Beer-sheba, might be judged by his sons. 

Ver. 3. And his sons walked not in his icays, but turned 
aside after lucre, and took bribes, and perverted judgment.] 
Covetousness made them take bribes, (contrary to the law, 
Exod. xviii. 8.) and they made them pervert judgment, 
(See Exod. xxiii.21. Deut. xvi. 19.) Procopius Gazaeus 
here asks this question: Why God did not punish Samuel 
as he did Eli, for the wickedness of his sons ? Unto which 
he answers, that Samuel's sons were not so bad as Eli's: 
for taking bribes privately, was not like open profaning the 
tabernacle, and making the worship of God contemptible. 
And, besides, it is possible Samuel might be ignorant of 
this corruption in his sons: who did not live near him, but 
he in Ramah, and they at Bcer-sheba. 

Ver. 4. And all the elders of Israel gathered themselves 
together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah.'] AH the great 
men who were dissatisfied with the management of affairs 
came to Ramah : which was one of the places where Samuel 
judged the people, and determined their controversies, (vii. 
10, 17.) 

And they said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy 
sons tvalk not in thy ways: make 21s a king to judge us like j 
all the nations.] The weakness of Samuels body, and the 
•ill disposition of his sons' minds, they make their pretence 
of demanding what they had long desired to have. The 
Gemara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 2. sect. 6. according to the \ 
tradition of R. Eliezer, saith, the elders were in the right 
:m desiring a king to judge them: for, according to the ppi- i 
nion of some of their doctors, this was one of the three 
things God commanded to be done, when they came into 
Canaan, that they should make them a king. The only 
error was, which arose, they say, from the perverseness of 
the vulgar people, that they desired a king like all the 
nations/ Put these arc mere fancies; for God gave no j 
such command, as their best authors, .Bechai, Nachman, I 
Ralbag, and others, acknowledge. But their own pride and 
vanity suggested these desires to them, that they might not ' 
want that outward pomp and show which was among their 
neighbours. Fear also of ajpotent enemy, who was about 
to invade them, might make them think a king necessary 



to lead them on successfully to encounter him, (ver. 20. and 
xii. 12.) But above all, this proceeded from their insensi- 
bility of the great honour they enjoyed above all mankind, 
in being under the peculiar government of God : for whom 
they had so little regard, that he saith, (ver. 7.) they despised 
him ; that is, made nothing of such a King as they could not 
see. But that ho had the supreme power over them was 
apparent, in that when they prayed Samuel to make them 
a king, immediately he prayed to God ; shewing it was not 
in his power to do it> but in God alone. 

Ver. G. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, 
Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the 
Lord.] To give him direction \vhat to do in this case: but 
thus far ttyc elders were in the right, that they camo to the 
prophet to ask a king: for none, as I said, conld make one, 
but the Lord alone, who w T as their sovereign. 

Ver. 7. And the Lord said, Hearken unto the voice of the 
people in all that they say unto thee.] These are the words 
of an angry sovereign, (Hos. xiii. 11.) being as much as to 
say, Let them have their will. Which he indulged to them, 
partly to punish them, and partly to preserve them from 
apostacy from their religion. For being as violently set 
upon having a king, after tho manner of the Egyptians, as 
they had been to follow their gods, they might have thrown 
off the law itself, and conformed entirely to the customs of 
other nations, if they had not been humoured: for they 
were so set upon it, as appears from ver. 19. that after the 
prophet had represented to them, how much they would 
lose by having their desires.granted, they persisted in them, 
saying, " Nay, but we will have a king," &c. Which ex- 
presses a resolution to have one whatsoever became of 
them. 

For they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, 
that I should not reign over them.] These words shew that 
Samuel took it very heavily, that they should be dissatisfied 
with his government: but God tells him, ho himself had 
more reason to be angry :. for, in truth, they had thrown off 
his authority, who was their king: (as Samuel tells them 
afterward, xii. 12.) and therefore was highly offended they 
should desire any other. Which the Jewish doctors above- 
mentioned (ver. 5.) justly make an argument that God did 
not command them in the book of Deuteronomy to make 
them a king ; because ho was displeased when they desired 
to have one. For the supreme Lord of the world was their 
sovereign; who governed them by judges, whom he raised 
up and extraordinarily inspired, when he saw occasion : as 
Jie had before conducted them by Joshua and Moses, who 
never ordained any thing of moment without a special com- 
mand for it from God: who reserved to himself the sole 
power of establishing laws, and appointing magistrates, 
and making war, asappears by the war against the Midian- 
ites, Numb.xxxi. For there is no truth in their opinion, 
who imagine that the government of the Israelites, before 
they had a king, was an aristocracy. Josephus, indeed, 
seems to say so, in one or two places of his Antiquities : 
but, in .his book against Appion (a very learned gentile), 
wherein he writes most accurately, he makes it a distinct 
sort of government, different from all other ; which he truly 
calls by a new name, Ofo^arui, the government of Go l <J, 
(lib.ii.) For God exercised the supreme authority among 
them, thy his express command. Which being without ex- 
ample, that it may not seem incredible to llio:;e who are 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



chap, vm.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



247. 



wont to detract from the sacred history, it may be- fit to 
observe, (to use the words of Hermannus Conringius, in his 
animadversions on Machiavel's Princeps, cap. 6.) that the 
demons, who were worshipped as- gods by the gentiles, at- 
tempted to imitate this, by setting up a like government. 
So that memorable history of the original of the common- 
wealth of the Cyrenianain Egypt, mentioned by Diodorus 
Siculus, Strabo, Pausanias, Justin, and others; and that 
history of the beginning of Heraclca in Pontus, which 
Justin relates, lib. xvi. cap. 3. For this republic being 
raised by the express command of demons, was, upon that 
account, they say, exceeding flourishing. No less memora- 
ble is the* republic of the Mexicans in America, erected by 
the command of their demon Vitzipullzi : who, above all 
others, endeavoured to imitate the miracles wrought by 
God for the Israelites. Many others, ho there shdws, pre- 
tended to this: though all was transacted by themselves. 

Ver. 8. According to all the works that they have done, 
since the day that I brought them out of Egypt unto this 
day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served other 
gods, so do they also unto the$.] No wonder they desired 
another sort of ruler than Samuel, for they had chosen 
other gods. And this bad been their wicked humour ever 
since they were delivered from the tyranny of Pharaoh. 

Ver. 9. Now therefore hearken unto their voice.'] Since 
they had no greater regard unto God and his minister; he 
resolved to let them exchange his government for such a 
one as the nations had, who often oppressed them. * 

Howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them, and shew them 
tlie manner of the king that sluill reign over them.] Ho con- 
tinuing still their king, God was so very gracious as to 
order Samuel to lay before them at largQ, into what servi- 
tude they were going to throw themselves by casting off tho 
government of judges set over them by Cfod himself; and 
subjecting themselves to tho powor of such kings a$ ruled 
in other nations. 

Ver. 10. Arid Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto 
the people that asked of him a king J] How ill God took it, 
looking upon it as a rejection of himself; who had hitherto 
governed them most graciously, and often delivered them 
from the heaviest oppressions. For he cither stirred up 
some person, by an immediate signification of his will and 
pleasure, to be their judge : or, when there was none, he 
was ready to rule their proceedings himself, by urim and 
thummim, directing them what course to follow in the pub- 
lic concerns of the nation. These two things plainly de- 
monstrated (as our Mr. Thorndike hath well observed) that 
God was their king, whom they now cast off. (See Review 
of the Rites of the Church, p. 68. 133.) 

Ver. 11. And he said, This shall be the manner of the king 
that shallreign over you.] And, moreover, he declared what 
kind of government they chose instead of God's, There 
are various opinions about the jus regium, the royal power, 
here mentioned. "Which containing divers particulars that 
seem arbitrary and unjust, interpreters have chosen to ex- 
pound the Hebrew word mishpat, not by jus, but by mos 
and consuetudo; that is, not by right, but by manner and 
custom. And so tho words may be translated, as Joseph 
Scaliger observed long ago from many instances,(Epist. xv.) 
particularly Gen, xl. 13. and in this book, xxvii. 11. (Soe 
Petavius also upon Epiphanius, Haeres.lv. n. 9.) But there 
is no necessity of thic*, as Grolius rightly observes, and from 



him Conringius. For Samuel doth pot speak of a just and 
honest right of a king to* do these things (for his right, is 
quite otherwise described in that part of Moses's law which 
concerns the king's duty), but such a right as the kipgs of 
the. nations had then acquired: for they desired such a 
king as then* neighbours had; whowerq allunder the abso- 
lute dominion of thejr princes. Which Aristotle calls, 
$E<nroTt)ct)v apxoV lib. v. polit. cap, 10. 01 7rcpt 7rjv 'Acrtav 
inroixivovat fuv SeairoTiKrjv apX^ v OvSev, $va)(EpatvQVTte, Tliey of 
Asia endure a despotic government, nothing at. all com- 
plaining. 

He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself.] To 
attend him as the guards of his body, and in other offices. 
This shews that he speaks of an arbitrary power, which 
kings in those days used. And therefore Abarbinel ob- 
serves, that Samuel doth not say absolutely, I will shew you, 
the manner or right of the king (as if it were a right belong- 
ing to all kings), but that shall reign over you; that is, of 
such a king as you desire, who will administer affairs in this 
fashion. 

For his chariots, and to be his horsemen,] To look after 
his chariots and his horses. For so the word paras sig- 
nifies (as Lud. de Dieu and Bochartus have observed), and* 
these words should be thus translated, For his chariots and 
his hor$es. 

And some shall run before his chariots.] Be his footmen. 

Ver. 12. And he will appoint him captains over thousands, 
and captains over fifties.] Others should be disposed of to 
military offices, higher or lower, as pleased him, (xiv. 52.) 
who werq to be perfectly subject to him, and displaced by 
him when he thought good. 

And wilt set them to ear his ground, and to reap his har- 
vest,] Others should be mado husbandmen, to plough his. 
ground and reap his corn on his own terms; when, perhaps, 
their labour was necessary about their own fields. 

And to make his instruments of war, and instruments of 
his chariots.] Others he would mako artificers : which was. 
not very agreeable to that nation, who were inclined from 
their beginning rather to look after the breed of cattle. 

Ver. 13. And he will take your daughters to be, confec- 
tioners, and to be cooks, and to be bakers.] He would exor- 
cise, he shews, as arbitrary power over tho women as over 
the men; whom he would make to serve in such employ^ 
ments as he thought fit, either for nothing, or such wages 
as he pleased to give them. 

Ver. 14. And lie will take your fields, and yonr vineyards, 
and your olive-yards, even the best of them, and give them to 
his servants.] Bestow them on such of his courtiers as ho 
thought good to raise to great estates. Which is not to bo 
understood as if he should challenge a right to take their 
lands from them (for the contrary appears from the story 
of Ahab, who without a very wicked contrivance could 
not possess himself of Naboth's vineyard), but that he 
should take the fruit of them when he thought it necessary, 
especially in time, of war, to gratify his soldiers. To this 
case Abarbinel confines the sense of these words. 

Ver. 15. And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of 
your vineyards.\ This was part of the jus regium in the 
eastern countries, (see my notes upon Gen. xxviii, 22.) to 
have the tenth part of the fruit of tho land for the king's 
share: and if they contented themselves with this portion 
they were accounted good kings. As Cypsclus, king of 
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Corinth, is observed by Aristotle to have exacted no more 
of his subjects than the tenth of their fruits. Such capita- 
tions and taxes, as Bodinus speaks, (lib. vi. de Republ. 
cap. 2.) which are usual now, being unknown in those days. 

And give to Ins officers, and to his servants.] This reve- 
nue being brought into his exchequer, he therewith paid his 
bedchamber-men, and other servants, their salaries. 1 call 
them bedchamber-mm, because the Hebrew word (which 
we translate officers) signifies -eunuchs (as the LXX. here 
translate it), who commonly attended them in their cham- 
bers. And it was the more grievous to have such men 
maintained out of this revenue, because they were stran- 
gers : for it was not lawful for the Jews to make any of 
their nation an eunuch. This revenue itself also proved 
a heavy burden upon the Jews, because this tenth part was 
exacted out of the remainder, after the tenth part had been 
paid to the Levites, as Kimchi and Abarbinel observe. 

Ver.lG. And he will.take your men-servants, and your 
maid-servants, and your goodliest young men.] The most 
beautiful and proper persons he could find. 
- And your asses, and put them to his work J] Either at the 
plough, or for carriage, or any other employment wherein 
they were necessary. 

Ver. 17. And he will take the tenth of your slteep: and 
ye shall be his servants.] So subject to him, that, if he 
pleased, they should be no better than his slaves. I know 
none that* hath discoursed this whole matter so perspicu- 
ously -and fully, as the late learned Puffcndorf, whose 
words I shall translate, as 1 find them in his book, De Re- 
bus Gcstis Philippi. This people, saith he, had hitherto 
lived under governors raised up by Divine instinct, who 
had exacted no tribute of them, nor put them to any 
charges. With which government they being not contented,* 
but desiring to have a king, like other nations, that should 
live in pomp and splendour, and keep standing forces about 
him, to be ready to resist any invasion ; Samuel informs 
them what it was they desired, that they might consider, 
when they understood it, whether they would persist in 
their choice:- if they would have a king magnificently at- 
tended, then he tells them, the king will take their sons, and 
put them in his chariots, &c. (ver. 11.) If they would have 
him keep up constant forces, then he must appoint them 
for colonels and captains, and employ those in his wars 
who were wont to follow their family business, (ver. 12.) 
And since, after the manner of other kings, he must keep a 
stately court, they must be content that their daughters 
(ver. 13.) should serve in several offices; which the king 
would think below the dignity of his wives and daughters. 
Many ministers also in several employments, both in war 
and-peace, must have salaries to support them ; which 
must be 'paid out of their fields and vineyards, (ver. 14.) 
For which services, he tells them, the king will exact the 
tenth' of all belonging to them, that he may maintain his 
reyal expenses. In one word, if you will have a king, he 
must be maintained, after a royal manner, out of your 
estates. *•' 

Ver. 18. And ye shall cry out in that day, because of your 
king which you fiave chosen.'] This shews, that, in all the 
foregoing verses, Samuel describes the uncontrollable 
power which the eastern princes exercised over their sub- 
jects ; who were patiently to bear whatsoever their princes 
imposed upon them, without any power to help themselves. 



For, as Grotius observes, this misupat doth not signify a 
true right, but such a fact as hath effectum juris. (the effect 
of right), viz. an obligation of not resisting :.w T hich is the. 
reason that Samuel adds these words ; that the people, , 
loaded with intolerable oppressions, should implore the, 
help of God: because there was no human remedy left for 
their relief. (See lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 4. 
sect. 3.) This plainly confutes the fancy of the Jews con-, 
cerning their Sanhedrin, and their power to scourge princes:* 
for, as Samuel consulted nobody in making a king, but God, 
alone ; so, when he was made, he got such a power, that it. 
is ridiculous to think that high court could control him. 

And the Lord will not hear you in that day.] But leave 
them, under this heavy yoke; because . they would not* 
hearken unto him, when he represented to them what would 
be the effect of that power which they desired him to set 
over them. . 

Ver. 19. Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of 
Samuel: and they said, Nay; but wezvill have a king over its*]. 
This description of the government of the eastern kings 
did not deter them from persisting in their desires. But. 
they peremptorily demanded a king, though Samuel told 
them that this demand was a throwing off the government 
of God. Who always heard their cry, when they were op- 
pressed by their enemies ; but now would leave them with- 
out any help, -when they groaned under the oppression of. 
their kings. Which obstinacy, as an excellent person of. 
ours (Dr. Jackson) speaks, did prognosticate that incurable 
and desperate disease, which had its fatal crisis in their 
rejecting Christ: who was both priest and prophet, and 
their lawful king. In casting off whom they could not but- 
cast off God, that he should not reijgn over them. And so 
a great admirer of his paraphrascth the seventh verse of 
this chapter: Let it not grieve thy spirit that they grow, 
weary of thee: but let them have their will, for so will they 
serve the Lord and thy Redeemer. 

Ver. 20. That we may be like all other nations.] Strange 
blindness ! that they could not see it was their singular, 
felicity, that they were not like other nations : but had God 
for their governor, who never failed, in time of need, to 
raise up men of wonderful worth to be their deliverers.. 
It was their vain-glorious humour, therefore, that made 
thorn think they were inferior to other nations, unless they, 
saw a prince set over them shining in gold. and jewels, 
living in a sumptuous palace, attended with guards richly 
clothed, appearing in great pomp and state, as they did in, 
other countries ; which they fancied would be for the glory 
of their land. 

To judge us, and go out before usj and fight our battles.] 
There was anciently a respect to their military. virtue, in 
the choice of their kings; the very word rex, among the 
Romans, having its original from their abilities to govern, 
armies, and keep .them in good order and discipline. Such 
were all those great men whom God had raised up, as 
thero was occasion, to judge Israel. Who had been so 
successful when they fought for them, that they were al- A . 
ways victorious ; which they could not promise themselves 
their kings would be; the very first of which was slain in 
battle. 

Ver. 21. And Samuel heard all the words of the people, 
and rehearsed them in the ears of the Lord.] As he had % 
told all the w T ords of the Lord unto the people, (ver. 10.) 
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Ver. 22. And the Lord said unto Samuel, Hearken unto 
their voice, and make them a king.] Such as they desired, 
like those of other nations : for so it appears in the fol- 
lowing history many of them were, as Samuel had pre- 
dicted . Witness the words of the people to Rehoboam, 
concerning Solomon's government, (L Kings xii. 4.) And 
the tyrannical words of Jezabel to Ahab, about Naboth's 
vineyard, (1 Kings xxi. 7.) And all the violence of Ma- 
nasseh, who shed innocent blood very much, till he had 
filled Jerusalem with it, (2 Kings xxi. 16.) And what 
David himself did, in the matter of Uriah, when he had 
defiled his wife, (2 Sam. xi. 15, 16.) 

And Samuel said unto the men of Israel.'] To the elders 
of the people, who had attended him about this matter. 

Go ye every man unto his city.] He bade them leave the 
business unto him ; and God, he doubted not, would set a 
king over them. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JS OW there was a man of Benjamin, whose name 
was Kish, the son ofAbiel, the son ofZeror, the son of Be- 
chorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite.] In this genealogy, 
there is no difficulty. but one; which is, that in two places 
of the Chronicles it is said, that Ner begat Kish, (l,Chron. 
viii. 37. ix. 39.) But by begetting there must be meant, 
the giving him his breeding and education. For it is evi- 
dent Ner was Kish's brother, (1 Sam. xiv. 51.) . D. Kim- 
chi will have it that he had two names, Abiel and Ner. , > 

A mighty man of power.] This seems not to be meant of 
his wealth or interest in his country, (for Saul himself saith 
he was of a mean family, ver. 21.) but of his great strength, 
courage, and fortitude ; which is therefore mentioned, be- 
cause it hath been often observed, that fortes creantur 
fortibas; 

Ver. 2. And he had a son, whose name was Saul, a choice 
young man, and a goodly ; and there ivas not among the, 
children of Israel a goodlier person than he : from his 
shoulders and upward he was higher than any of the people,] 
They desired a king like the rest of the nations, who looked 
upon persons of an heroic stature and countenance to be 
marked out for.empire. Whence, the saying of Euripides, 
ElSoc afyov Tvpavv&oc ; and that of Curtius, " Quippe hoini- 
nibus barbaris in corporum majestate veneratio est." But no 
words are more memorable, to this purpose, than those of 
Pliny, in the conclusion of his fourth chapter of his pane- 
gyric to Trajan, where he saith, the strength and tain ess of 
his body, the nobleness of his aspect, the dignity of his 
mouth, the gracefulness of his speech, &c. " Nonne longe 
lateque principem ostentant?" Do they not every where 
proclaim a prince? This was a thing so carefully provided 
for in ancient times, to have a goodly race of kings, that 
the Lacedemonians set a fine upon their king Archidamus 
(as Plutarch tells us in the beginning of his book, ntpi ncti- 
Ifov ayuynq) for marrying a wife of a low stature ; who 
was likely to bring them, oh fiaaikiag aWa fiaaikiaKQvg > not 
kings but kinglings, to reign over them. 

Ver. 3. And the asses of Kish, SauVs father, were lost.] 
Wandered out of their pasture. 

And Kish said unto Saul his son, Take now one of the 
servants with thee, und arise, go and seek the asses.] It is 
no wonder that he was employed in, this inquiry, for I sup- 



pose he had the charge of looking after his father's cattle : 
which was an employment the greatest men did not dis- 
dain in ancient time : as we learn from the history of Her-. 
cules and Paris, and others among the Greeks. And in 
Judea asses were a considerable part of their -substance : 
for the greatest persons rode upon asses till the time of 
Solomon, when horses began to be multiplied, (Judg. x. 4.) , 

Ver. 4. And they passed through Mount Ephraim, and 
they passed through the land of Shalisha, but they found 
them not; then they passed through the land of Shalim, 
and there they were not, &c] They searched, that is, all 
the mountainous country of the tribe of Ephraim, which" 
lay next to Benjamin, after they had first gone through 
that tribe, as it here follows: - .-•" 

And they passed through the land of Benjamin, &c] Or, 
they had passed through the land of Benjamin ; where hear- : 
ing no tidings of them, they went into the next country, to* , 
see if they were strayed thither. 

Ver. 5. And when they were come to the land ofZuph.] 
A territory in the tribe of Ephraim, where some of Samuel's 
ancestors had lived, (i. 1.) and Raman, where Samuel now 
dwelt, seems to have been in it; as we may gather from 
the next verse. . '• : . 

Saul said to his servant that was with him, Come, let us 
return.] Being uncertain whither to go next, after they had 
sought so many places in vain. 

Lest my father leave caring for the asses, and take thought 
for us.] Be afraid that we are lost. The Hebrew word, as 
Dr. Hammond observes, (upon Psal. xxxviii. 18.) signifies 
solicitude of mind, mixed with grief and sorrow. 

Ver. 6. And he said unto him, Behold now, there is in this 
city a man of God.] A prophet. 

And he is an honourable man.] A person of great fame, 
and held in high esteem. 

All that he saith comes surely to pass.] Which procured 
him such honour. 

Now, let us go thither; peradventare he can shew us our 
way that we should go.] To find the asses. 

Ver. 7.. Then said Saul to his servant, But, behold, if we 
go, what shall we bring the man?] This was a part of the 
honour they did to great men in those countries, to make 
them a present, when they had occasion to address them- 
selves to them. Particularly prophets were thus honoured; 
being men of God; before whom they were not to appear 
empty. Thus also they demonstrated their reverence to 
their king, in the next chapter of this book, (ver. 27.) 

For the bread is spent in our vessels, and there is not a 
present to bring to the man of God: what have we?] Pro- 
vision for their table was as acceptable a present as mo- 
ney : which appears from what Jeroboam's wife brought to 
Ahijah the prophet, (1 Kings xiv. 3.) . 

Ver. 8. And the servant answered Saul again, and said, 
Behold, I have here at hand a fourth part of a shekel ofsil- , 
ver; that ivill I give to the man of God to tell us our way.] r 
A small present, but as acceptable as the widow's mite ; 
being all they had left in, their travels. 

Ver. 9. Beforetime in Israel, when a?nan wentto inquire 
of God.] By consulting a prophet. 

Thus he spake,. Come, let us go to the seer: for he that is 
now called a prophet, was beforetime called a seer.] Though 
the word nabi (a prophet) had. been anciently known, as 
appears by the books of Moses ; and used in Samuel's days, 
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as appears from many plaees in (his book ; yet the more com- 
mon word, which now prevailed, when Saul was anointed 
king (for in all languages words arc in and out of fashion, 
in several times), was roeh (a seer). But in following years, 
when Samuel wrote this book, nabi was become the more 
usual word in all men's mouths. This is a fair account of 
these words, from whence some argue, that Samuel was not 
the author of this book, nor Moses the author of the Penta- 
teuch : where Abraham is called nabi; (xx. 7.) which shews 
that this was no new word in these days, as they would have 
this place understood. But it might he sufficient to answer 
unto this, that nabi did not signify, in ancient times, one 
that foretold things to come ; but only one that was familiar 
with God, and was instructed in his will, that he might in- 
struct others. But now, in Samuel's time, it came to be 
appropriated to the revealing future things, and foretelling 
what should come to pass, or revealing secrets, which none 
could know but God. 

Ver. 10. Then said Saul to his servant. Well said; let us 
go. So they went to the citytvhere the man of God dwelt.] 
That is, to Raman. 

Ver. 11. And as they went up the hill to the. city, they 
found young maidens going down to draw water.] At the 
fountain, which (as usual) was at the bottom of the hill* 

And said unto them, Is the seer here?] Of which there 
might be somo doubt; because some time he was wont to 
go circuit about the country. 

Ver. 12. And they answered them, and said, He is; be- 
hold, he is before you: make haste now.] That is, they could 
not fail to find him, if they lost no time, but went speedily 
to the city, before he went to sacrifice ; when it would not 
be proper to interrupt him. 

For he cometh to-day to the. city.] He either lived with- 
out the gate of the city; or returned from his country 
circuit. 

For there is a sacrifice of the people to-day.] Either at 
some solemn festival (the new moon some imagine), or 
upon some special occasion of prayer and thanksgiving to 
God ;* for the people of that city, or for all Israel. 

In the high place.] All sacrifices were regularly to be 
offered before the ark, in the place which the Lord should 
choose. But while this choice stood suspended, because- 
Shiloh was laid desolate, and no other place appointed ; 
they sacrificed in other places, where neither the ark, nor 
the tabernacle was: the tabernacle being void of the ark, 
which was its principal furniture; and the ark being with- 
out a house for God to dwell in. What place then, in this 
condition, could be more commodious, than those cities 
where the priests and Levites lived; to which the people 
went for instruction ? and they chose the highest parts of 
those cities for this purpose* Corn. Bertram (cap. 11. dc. 
Repub.JucL) imagines, that from this example high places 
came to be in use in after-ages (unless we suppose them 
to be the relics of the Canaanites, or more ancient people), 
for this is the first time we read of a high place among tho 
people of God. Yet wo read before of the thing, though 
not of the name. See Judg. vi. 20. xiii. 19. and so early 
as Abraham's time we read (Gen. xxii.) he was directed to 
Mount Moriah to offer his son. The same learned man also 
thinks, that this was the beginning of synagogues and 
schools, as our Mr. Thorndike doth in his Religious As- 
sembly, p. 29. For though, when the ark w^s settled, it be- 



came unlawful to offer sacrifices in high places; yet it was 
no offence to continue there for public prayer, and the 
praised of God,, and the learning of the law. 

The Jewish doctors take this high place to h&ve been 
some house, where, after they had sacrificed, they feasted 
when they had done. And so the Targum here translates 
these words, the house of feasting. 

Ver. 13. As soon as ye come into the city, you shall 
straightway find him.] For on this day he appeared 
publicly. 

Before he go up to the high place to eatz for the people 
will not eat until he come, because he doth bless the sacri- 
fice.] That is, tho feast upon the sacrifice, which were 
peace-offerings; the greatest part whereof belonged to him 
that brought the sacrifice ; wherewith he entertained his 
friends. 

And afterward they eat that be bidden.] The guests of 
him that offered the sacrifice; who, at this time, I suppose, 
was Samuel. For God having told him, that he should 
that day sec the man whom he intended for their king, it is 
likely he appointed more sacrifices to be added unto those 
which were usually offered at such times, at his own 
charge. That there might be tho greater feast, unto which 
he invited the people, (ver. 24.) that is, the principal of the 
people ; and placed the guests, (ver. 22.) and carved at 
the table, (ver. 23.) which are all tokens that he was at tho 
expense of the sacrifice, and made this feast for his friends. 

Ver. 14. And they went up into the city ; and when they 
were come into the city, behold, Samuel came out against 
them, for to go to tlte high place.] Met them directly in his 
way to the feast: for so God in his providence had dis- 
posed things; as it follows in the next words. 

Ver. 15. Now the Lord had told Samuel in his ear a day 
before Saul came, saying.] In the Hebrew the words are, He 
revealed or uncovered the ear of Samuel; as is noted in the 
margin. Now that was done in order to tell him some- 
thing; and therefore the meaning is, God told him a se- 
cret; using, in all likelihood, a whispering voice 

Ver. 16. To-morrow, about this time, I will send thee a 
man out of the land of Benjamin.] This shews still that 
all was done by God's direction. 

And thou shalt anoint him to be captain over my people 
Israel^ that he may save my people dut of the hand of the 
Philistines.] AVho had grievously oppressed them for forty 
years together: and though driven out of the country by 
Samuel, yet were ready to invade them again ; as they did, 
it appears, by the following history. 

Fori have looked upon my people, because their cry is 
come unto me.] Though he would not hear their cry to re- 
lieve them from the oppression of their kings, (viii. 18.) 
yet he was so gracious as to make those kings instruments 
of their deliverance from tho oppression of their cruel 
neighbours. 

Ver. 17. And when Samuel saw Saul, tlte Lord said unto 
him.] With such a low voice as he heard the day before, 
(ver. 15.) 

Behold the man tvhom I spake to thee of! the same shall 
reign over my people.] The word we translate reign, signi- 
fies something of coercion and restraint, as is observed in 
the margin ; and denotes, he should rule them with an ab- 
solute, uncontrollable power, sternly and rigidly, after the 
manner of the eastern monarchs. Which was, as I said, 
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a punishment for throwing off the kind and gentle govern- 
ment of God. * ■ 

Ver.18. Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate.] He 
came up to him, as he was going out of his house. 

And said, Tell me, I pray thee, where the seers house is.'] 
It is an argument that Saul had led a very private life, 
since he had never seen Samuel, who went about into so 
many places to judge the people. 

Ver. 19. And Samuel answered Saul, and said, I am the 
seer: go tip before me unto the high place.] This seems to 
be spoken out of respect to him. 

For thou shall eat ivith me to-day; and to-morrow I will 
let thee go, and tell thee all that is in thine heart.] All that I 
he desired to know. This shews it was a supper, not a ! 
dinner, to which he invited him ; otherwise he might have : 
dismissed him as well after dinner, as the next morning. 
But the custom of that country was to make their enter- 
tainment in the evening, when business was over. 

Ver. 20. And as for thy asseswhich were lost three days 
ago.] This satisfied Jiim he was a prophet, that he knew 
what he came to him for, though he had not told him. 

Set not thy mind on them, for they are*found.] He frees 
his mind from all care about the asses; that he might cat 
and drink the more cheerfully at the feast. 

And on whom is all the desire of Israel? is it not on 
thee, and on all thyfatlier's house?'] The meaning is, all 
Israel desire a king, and there is none fitter for it than thy- 
self; whose family God is resolved to advance. 

Ven 21. And Saul answered and said, Am I not a Ben* 
jamite y of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? and my fa- 
mily the least of all the families of the tribe. of Benjamin?] 
He thought no person moro unfit for the dignity.; both be- 
cause the tribe of which he was had been lamentably im- 
paired in the time of the Judges, (chap, xx.) and his own 
family was very inconsiderable in this little .tribe. 

Wherefore then speakesjt thou so unto me?] He con- 
cluded therefore, that Samuel did but jest with* him. 

Ver. 22. And Samuel took Said and his servants and 
brought them into the parlour, and made them sit in the 
chief est place among them tliutwere bidden.} He convinced 
him he was in earnest, by setting him uppermost at tho 
table, in the most .honourable place among the guests. 

Which were about thirty persons.] The principal persons, 
T supposo, of the city, who were witnesses of the extraor- 
dinary respect which he paid him. 

Ver. 23. And Sitmnel said unto the cook, Bring the por- 
tion which I gave thee, of which I said, Set it by thee.] The 
master of the feast distributed to every one their portion; 
or ordered what dish should be set before them: and Sa- 
muel had commanded the cook(bcfore they sat down) not to 
set one dish upon the table, but keep it til I he called for it. 

Ver. 24. And the cook took up tlie shoulder, and that 
which was upon it.] The left shoulder and breast; for tho 
right shoulder and the right breast belonged to the priest. 
(Lev. vii. 33, 34.) 

And set it before Saul.] As the principal place was given 
hiin at the feast, so the principal dish also was set beforo 
him, to express still the great Tegard ho had to his person. 

And Samuel said, Behold that which is left I] Reserved 
on purpose for his entcrtamment. 

Set it .before thee, and eat,] Let it tftand, as it U set be- 
fore thee, am] eat of it, as thy portion. 



For unto this time hath it been kept for thee, since I said, 
I have invited the people.] The plainest translation of these 
words, is that of laid, de Dieu, Eat, because till this ap- 
pointed time it hath been reserved for thee, when I said 9 I 
have invited certain persons. That is, besides the thirty 
persons, he told the cook he had invited some others (which 
were Saul and his attendant) for whom he would have this 
shoulder to be reserved. For by inviting the people, he 
understands only these two persons; the word people some- 
times signifying (as he shews) very few. He thinks, indeed, 
the feast was not made by Samuel, who brought along with 
him only these two guests : but that seems to me not to agree 
with the whole story. 

And Saul did eat with Samuel tliat day.] Who entertained 
him very nobly ; for tho left shoulder was always accounted 
the best part of the sacrifice: being the same with that 
which the priest had for his portion. And therefore set 
before the king, if lie was present at the feast, and thence 
called by JosephusMepic BamXttcrj, the royal portion: for 
the arm and shoulder, as Philo discourses, were the sym- 
bols of strength and fortitude. 

Ver. 25. And when they were come down from the high 
place into the city, Samuel communed with Said tipon the 
top oftlie house.] Concerning his advancement to the royal 
dignity, and his administration of the government. 

Ver. 26. And they rose up early: and it came to pass, 
about the spring of the day.] Before the people of the place 
were stirring. 

That Samuel called Saul to the top of tlie house, saying, 
Up, that I may send thee away.] According to his promise, 
(ver, 19.) 

And Saul arose, and they went out both of them, he and 
Samuel, abroad.] For Samuel intended, out of respect to 
him, to conduct him part of his way. But w$nt without 
any of his usual attendants ; that what he did, might, for 
the present, be kept a secret. 

Ver. 27. And as they were going down to the end of the 
city, Samuel said to Saul, Bid thy servant pass on before us 
(and he passed on), but stand thou still awhile, that I may 
shew thee tlie word of the Ijord.] Which ho would have 
none to hear but himself: because he now meant only to 
give him private satisfaction, that God had chosen him to 
be the .king of his people; before whom afterward he was 

publicly chosen by lot. 

* » 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. I. JL HEN Samuel took a vial of oil.] It was the busi- 
ness of a prophet to anoint a king, as Abarbincl observes 
upon Exod. xxx. Which he proves from this example of 
Samuel's anointing Saul, and afterward David; and Na- 
than's anointing Solomon, and the prophet (which the He- 
brew doctors say was Jonah) anointing Jehu, (2 Kings ix. 
1. 6,) This unction seems to have been in the open fields: 
but that it was done at a fountain, because Solomon was 
there anointed, cannot be proved (as the Hebrew doctors 
would have it) from that single instance; which will not 
make a general rule. Nor can it be proved, that this was 
sacred oil taken from the tabernacle, but rather common: 
for Samuel was no priest, and therefore could not meddle 
with that which was kept there ; nor was he now near nn(o 
that place. . 
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And poured it upon his head.] There is no order of God, 
that we read of, for the anointing of kings: but it had been 
an ancient custom, two hundred years before this time, as 
appears from the parable of Jotham. (See on Judg. ix. 
8.) ' Aud it was now used by Samuel, that their king might 
be like the kings of other nations, as they desired. In 
aftcrtimes they were far superior to them, if we may be- 
lieve the 'Hebrew doctors; who say the family of David 
had the privilege to* be anointed with the same holy oil, 
wherewith the high-priest was anointed. For though the 
law appropriated it unto him, yet there was a dispensation 
Avith the law, manifested by some prophet. For certain it 
is, that Solomon was anointed with oil taken from the 
tabernacle, (1 Kings i. 39.) Only, they say, there was a 
difference in tho form of anointing : the king being anointed 
in the form of a crown encircling his head ; but the high- 
priest in the form of a cross, by one line drawn with the 
oil running down his forehead, and by another drawn by 
the oil between his eyebrows ; which they call in the form 
of the Greek letter chi, having no mind to mention the 
name of the cross. (See Sclden's Titles of Honour, p. 144. 
Do Success* in Pontific. lib. ii. cap. 9. Schickard's JuS 
Regium, cap. 1. Theor.4.) 

And kissed him.'] In token of subjection and reverence 
to him ; according to the custom of ancient times, (see 
Gen. xli.40.) and in those following, (PsaL ii.12.) This 
the Jews call neshikah shel gedolah, the kiss of greatness or 
majesty; in our language, the kiss of homage. 

And said, Is it. not because the Lord hath anointed thee to 
be captain over his inheritance?] That is, doubt not, but by 
authority from God thou art made the ruler of his people. 
This Was athing not easily to be believed, and therefore lie 
gives him three or four signs, in the following verses, to 
confirm his faith. But it must not be imagined, that now 
he was inaugurated ; for that was done afterward, ac- 
cording to this prophetical prediction : which was kept so 
private, that it shewed he intended no more now, than to 
assure Saul he should be made king, and publicly installed 
their Sovereign. 

Ver. 2. And tvhen thou art departed from me to-day, 
thou slialtfind two men by Rachel's sepulchre, in the border 
Of Benjamin, at Zelzah: and they will say unto thee, TJie 
asses which thou wentest to seek are found: and, lo, thy 
father, &c] He foretelling Saul so exactly how many 
persons he should meet, and the place where, and what 
they would say to him, was an argument that he was a 
prophet ; and therefore was to be believed in what he said 
to -hinT from God concerning the kingdom. Rachefs 
sepulchre- was in the way to Beth-lehcm, (Gen. xxxv.) 
which was in the tribe of Judah, but in the border of 
Benjamin. • 

. Ver. Q. Then shall thou go on forward from thence, and 
thou shall come to the plain of Tabor, and there shall meet 
thee three men going up to God to Beth-el.] This had been 
a religious place ever since the days of Jacob: as if, by 
God's appearance to him there, it had been consecrated 
for prayer and sacrifice: and the tabernacle being now 
without the ark, and the ark in no determined place, they 
sacrificed in high places (as Samuel we read did in the 
foregoing chapter), and particularly here at Beth-el; where 
Jeroboam afterward settled one of his calves. But For- 
tunatus Scacchus thinks it no improbable conjecture, that 



they had no altar, but sacrificed upon the bare ground. 
(Myrothcc. Elseochrysm. Sacr. lib. ii. cap. 5.) 

One carrying three kids, and another three loaves, and 
another carrying a bottle of wine.] Intending to offer sacri- 
fices of peace-offerings. 

Ver. 4. And they will salute thee, and give thee two 
loaves of bread; which thou shalt receive at their hands.] 
This may be looked upon as a third sign, or an appendix 
to the second. And it is the more remarkable, because 
this present which they made him, was a figure of that 
honour which tho people did him when he was declared 
their king. And if these loaves were two of the three which 
they were going to offer in sacrifice (as some think they 
were), the present was the more noble. But though this 
may be justified, by supposing them to be given to one 
that was faint with travelling, and which they might recruit 
at Beth-el; yet we may as well think, as Kimchi doth, that 
they were two loaves which they brought along with them 
for their own use in their journey: w T hich they freely im- 
parted unto Saul; and Samuel bade him not refuse; but 
learn thereby, when he had abundance, to be kind to those 
who* were in want. 

Ver. 5. After that thou shalt come to the hill of God.] So 
called, because they were wont to sacrifice here ; or because 
here was a school of the prophets, who were called men of 
God.. Some take this to be Gibeah, others Kirjath-jearim* 

Wliere is a garrison of the Philistines.] This makes it 
probable the hill beforcmentioncd was Geba, or Gibeah : 
for there they had a garrison, (xiii. 8.) which doth not 
contradict what was said vii. 13; For though the Philis- 
tines were subdued, and made no invasions upon the Is- 
raelites while Samuel lived; yet they might retain some 
strong holds, out of which they could not drive them. 

And it shall come to pass, when thou art come thither tti 
the city, that thou shalt meet a company of prophets.] Here 
it seems was a college of prophets, settled for the instruc- 
tion of youth in the knowledge of the law and of piety (who 
were called the sons of the prophets), where, though the 
Philistines also had a garrison, yet in this they were bet- 
ter than many Christians (as Grotius observes)/ for they 
spared those places (when they conquered them) where 
learned men lived, and were dedicated to the study of re- 
ligion. (See lib. iii* de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. "11. 
sect. 10,) .* 

Coming down from the high place.] Perhaps they came 
horn a sacrifice, which had been offered in the high place: 
and now praised God for his benefits, in the following 
manner. 

With a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, and a harp, 
before Uiem.~] With* variety of instrumental music; among 
which the nevel (which we translate psaltery J was the 
chief: having its name, as the Jewish doctors fancy (in the 
Midrasch, upon* Psalm lxxxi.) from hence— that it put 
down all other instruments of music, as much as a wise 
man doth a fool. Bartolocciiis, in his Kirjath-Sepher, par. 
ii. foL 185, &c: gives a!n account of -this, and tho rest of 
the instruments here mentioned. With which I do not* 
think fit to trouble the reader; but only note, that this 
music was used in prophesying, because the minds of the 
prophets were thereby composed, and made apt to receive 
soft and good impressions, as Grotius here observes from 
many examples. 
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And' they shall prophesy.] Sing the "praises of God, as 
the word prophesy sometimes signifies, (Exod. xv* 2h 
1 Chron. xxv. 3.) In what manner this was done, it is not 
so easy for us now to define or specify (as Mr. Mede 
speaks). But one of them seems to have beei^ the pre- 
centor, to usher in the verse or ditty;* and the rest to have 
Answered, Ta atcpoTeXeina, the extremes, or last words of 
the verse. (See him, book i. discourse xvi. p. 78.) 

Ver. G. And the Spirit of God shall come upon thee, and 
thou shalt prophesy tvith them.] This was the highest assur- 
ance of all the rest, that Samuel anointed him by God's au- 
thority; who vouchsafed suddenly to inspire him with such 
thoughts and affections, that he became like one of them, 
viz. a psalmist: able in an instant to compose hymns in 
the praises of God; or to accompany them in their melo- 
dies, which he had never learnt. For he was not bred in 
the school of the prophets. 

And shalt be turned into another man.] Endued with ex- 
traordinary prudence and courage, and such-like qualities, 
as fitted him for the government and conduct of God's 
people. 

Ver. 7. And let it be, when these signs are come unto 
thee, that thou do as occasion shall serve thee.] As if he had 
said, I cannot give .thee particular rules about every thing 
that is to be done by thee: but doubt not to undertake the 
government of the people: for God's Spirit shall guide thee 
to do that which the present occasion requires. 

For God is with thee.~\ Be confident of good success in 
all thy undertakings, for God will be with thee, when thou 
goest out against thine enemies. The Chaldee paraphrast 
understands the foregoing words as if he had said, make all 
things belonging to a king, and then adds, for the Word of 
the Lord ivill be thy help. 

Ver. 8. And thou shalt go down before me to Gilgal.] A 
place which had been famous for many great things done 
there, when they first came to Canaan: and lay conve- 
niently for all the tribes beyond Jordan to meet, now they 
dwelt there. 

And, behold, I will come down to thee, to offer burnt- 
offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings : seven 
days shalt thou tarry, till I come unto thee, and shew thee 
what thou shalt do.] This looks like another sign, which 
he gave him, of God's presence with him, in future time. 4 ?, 
if he were obedient to his commands. For it cannot be 
understood of his going immediately to Gilgal ; and stay- 
ing there seven days : for the people were first to be called 
together to Mizpch, where he was made king, (ver. 17.) and 
after the defeat of the Ammonites he was confirmed in 
the kingdom at Gilgal, (xi. 14, 15.) And* then the next 
year, a war breaking out with the Philistines, all the people 
met at Gilgal, and Saul with them ; waiting for Samuel to 
come, as he had appointed, to offer sacrifice ; which Saul, 
being impatient of staying so long for him, offered himself, 
&c. (xii. 4. 8, 9.) and thereby forfeited God's favour; 
whose prophet had assured him he would not fail to come 
to meet him hOre. But then these words must not be 
pointed as they are now, but as the Hebrew text will 
bear; retaining the same words, and only altering the 
pause or point in this manner: Thou shalt go down before 
me to Gilgal: and, behold, I will come unto thee to offer 
hurnt- offerings, and to sacrifice sacrifices of peace-offerings, 
wen days. Here is to be a pause ; and then another 



VOL. II. 



Digitized by 



sentence begins thus: Thou shalt tarry till I come unto 
thee, &c. As if he had said; Sec, in any case, that thou 
tarry till I come, and shew thee what thou shalt do. Which 
Samuel, perhaps, knew not himself at present: but in- 
tended to ask counsel of God;- and being fully instructed 
in this great business, then come to consecrate him (as 
Dr. Jackson conjectures), and establish him* in his king : 
dom ; by a solemn sacrifice for seven days, such as Solo-J 
mon used at the consecration of the temple; (See his 
Third Sermon on Jer. xxvi. 19. ; and the very same he 
repeats in his book of the Knowledge of Jesus Christ; 
chap. 17: parag.4.) 

Ver. 9. And it was so, when he had turned his back to go 
from Samuel, God gave him another heart : and all these 
signs came to pass that day.] So great was the goodness of 
God, that he immediately fulfilled the last arid chief of 
these signs : for he was no sooner gone from Samuel, but 
he felt another spirit come into him of wisdom and forti- 
tude, to qualify him for the government of God's people." 
Which afterward God took away from him, because of 
his sins, xvi. 14. (See Psal. li. 12.) 

Ver. 10. And when he came thither to the hilt, behold, a 
company of prophets met him j and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and he prophesied among them.] He men- 
tions not the other signs particularly, because they were not 
of such general concernment unto others; but for his own 
satisfaction: whereas this of the prophets meeting him, 
and his conversion into a prophet, was of great and uni- 
versal concernment; to make' the people reverence Jiim as 
their king, when they heard how God had honoured him 
with such an extraordinary gift from heaven. 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, when all that knew him 
beforetime saw that, behold, he prophesied .among the pro- 
phets, then the people said one to another, What is this that 
is come unto the son of Kish ? Is Saul also among the pro-, 
pltets?] It begat wonder in all those who knew his educa- 
tion, that he should on a sudden be inspired as they were, 
who were bred up in' the school of the prophets : for though 
it was in the power of God alone to bestow, the gift of pro-; 
phecy upon men, yet commonly he endowed none with it, 
but such as were trained up in those studies which might 
dispose them for it. Forbad it been usual to invest those 
with this spirit, who had not been educated in' such a 
course as might fit them to receive it, we cannot think it 
would have been so great a marvel now, as to give rise to 
this proverb. Which must not be understood, as Proco- 
pius Gazacus observes, as if Saul had perpetually the gift 
of prophecy; but that he received such a spiritual gift, 
whereby he at present prophesied ; and was endued with 
prudence also to govern the people of God. Thus the 
seventy elders, who were to assist Moses, prophesied; 
but not always. It is observed by Erasmus, That this be- 
came a proverb, when they saw, " aliquem indecenter 
alieno gregi admixtum," any man indecently mingled with* 
company that were strangers to him. Or, when they saw a 
sudden change wrought in any person; as Gregory Na- 
zianzen applied it when he was chosen a bishop : 4< Saulr 
prophesied so much beyond expectation, and when no- 
body thought of it, that the miracle became a proverb." ' * 

Ver. 12. And one of the same' place ansivered and said, . 
But who is their father?] This wonder was presently satis- 
fied by a prudent person among them, who bade them corisi- 
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der who it was that made prophets : not men, nor merely- 
good education, but God alone; who was the father of all 
the children of the prophets (i. e. of their disciples), to 
teach them by his Spirit. Which he could bestow when 
he pleased upon any man, and make him a prophet, with- 
out the help of any other master; which was the causo of 
Amos, vii. 14. And that is the meaning of the word father 
in this place, which signifies the same with master or 
teacher. (See upon Gen. iv. 20, 21.) 

Ver. 13. And when he made an end of prophesying, he 
came to the high place.} Herein he differed from the pro- 
phets who met him; that he prophesied but for a short 
time, this not being his office: and when he had done, he 
went up to the high place from whence they came down. 
Where was, I suppose, a place of worship, unto which he 
went up to give thanks to God for his gifts, and to pray to 
him to prosper him in the government he designed for him. 

Vcr. 14. And Sauts uncle.'] Who met him here in the 
high place, or in his way home. 

. Saidunto him and to his servant, Whither went ye ?] How 
came you to stay so long before your return? 
s And he said, To seek the asses: and when tee saw that they 
were no ivhere.] In no place where they sought them. 

We came to Samuel.'] To be informed by him. 

Ver. 15. And SanTs uncle said,' Tell vie, I pray thee, 
what Samuel said unto you?} What discourse they had 
with him. 

- Ver. 16. And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly 
that the asses were found. But of the matter of the king- 
dom y whereof Samuel spake, he told himnot.] Lest he should 
seem to have .been seeking so high a dignity: and because 
hitherto Samuel thought fit it should be kept a secret be- 
tween them two. 

i Vcr. 17. And Samuel called the people together.} How 
long after he departed from Samuel we are not told ; but 
now resolved to declare God's choice of Saul to be their 
king more publicly. 

i Unto the Lord to Mizpeh.] Which was a very famous 
place, where they used to meet upon great occasions, (see 
chap, vii.) and God was pleased to be present (as hath 
been before observed) wheresoever there was a general 
assembly of his people, for the common good. (See upon 
Judg. xx. 1.) Yet one cannot well imagine, that every 
person of the whole body of all Israel were called hither 
unto this convention: but by the people we are to under- 
stand all the elders and heads of their tribes, who governed 
and represented the rest: and accordingly that which fol- 
lows is to be interpreted. 

Ver. 18. And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, I brought Israel out of Egypt, and 
delivered yoxiout of the hands of the Egyptians, and out of 
the hand of all kingdoms, of them that oppressed you.] He 
commemorates the benefits they received from him, ever 
since they were in Egypt ; from whence he brought them ; 
and suffered none of the kingdoms that lay in their way to 
Ganaan to obstruct their passage: and since they came 
there delivered them from many heavy oppressions. 

* Ver. 19. And ye have this day rejected your God, %vho 
himself saved you out of all your adversities and tribula- 
tions.} By raising up judges, whensoever they cried to him 
for help : who never failed to conquer all their enemies. 

• And ye have said unto him, Nay.] When he desired them 
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tocontinuo under his government, (hey refused, and would 
not be denied what they asked. 

But set a king over us. 2 They would not any longer be 
governed by God, but have a king settled over them ; to 
whom they might resort for help. 

Now therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your 
tribes, and by your thousands.] Into which their tribes were 
divided. This was a wonderful obstinacy and stupidity, 
that, after God had given them time to consider what it 
was they desired, and what difference there was between 
his government, and that of the kings round about them, 
they should not relent; but persist to the last in their reso- 
lution; and imagine that a king could save them, though 
God was not with him. 

Ver. 20. And when Samuel had caused all the tribes of 
Israel to draw near.] Unto the place where the lots were to 
be drawn, in the presence of the heads of their tribes and 
families, who represented all the rest. 

The tribe of Benjamin was taken.] This is a phrase used 
in the seventh of Joshua, about the discovery of him, who 
had offended in the accursed tiling : which all agree was by 
lots. And so Rasi and Ralbag understand it here : though 
Kimchi imagines God told him by nrim and thummim, out 
of what tribe and family their king should be taken. Which 
is not probable, because the ark was not now at Mizpeh ; 
before which tho high-priest was to stand, when he con- 
sulted the Divine Majesty by urim and thummim* 
' Ver. 21. JVJien he caused the tribe of Benjamin to draw 
near by their families, the family of Matriwas taken, 
and Saul the son of Kish was taken.] The holy writer 
shortens this account of casting lots: but it is pretty evi- 
dent they were cast four times : in the first the tribe of 
Benjamin was taken ; in the second the family of Matri in 
that tribe was taken : but there being several households 
in that, family, it w r as cast a third time, that they might 
know in what house their king was, and that of Kish w r as 
taken : and in his house, by a new lottery, Saul was taken : 
and he took this course, as to prevent all dispute, so to 
give him the greater authority over them, as a person di- 
vinely appointed; according to what God had said, Dent. 
xix. 15. And it is very observable, that Plato himself ac- 
knowledges a government appointed by lots to be Gco^tX^ 
apX$ v > a government beloved of God, (lib. iv. de Legibus.) 

Here interpreters are wont to inquire, why their first king 
should be chosen out of the smallest tribe, sprung from the 
youngest son of Jacob, and out of the smallest family in 
this tribe: especially since Judah all along had the pre- 
eminence among his brethren, and the great King was pro- 
mised to spring from him. To which (his seems to be a 
reasonable satisfaction; that this* king being extorted by 
their undutiful importunities, and given them in anger (as I 
before observed), God was pleased to express his dislike 
of it by this choice: whereby he also intended to take 
them off, from depending on their king (whose power was 
small) so much as on himself. 

And when they sought him, he could not be found.] 
Having , withdrawn himself, either out of feebleness of 
spirit (as some think), or rather out of modesty, he de- 
clined so high an authority, unless imposed upon him : or, 
perhaps, being affrighted when he heard Samuel still repre- 
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"Ver. 22. Therefore theij inquired of the Lord further, if 
the man should come thither. And the Lord ansivered.] 
From hence Abarbinel argues, that God directed them, 
both by lot, and by urim and thummim. Which if it be 
true, then, though the ark was not there, yet they inquired 
of the Lord in the usual way, and he was pleased to give 
answers any where, in great and weighty cases. As Abia- 
thar inquired of the Lord with the ephod for David, at Kei- 
lah and at Ziklag, (xxiii. 9. xxx. 7.) 

Behold, he hath hid himself among the stuff.] Or, among 
the carriages. Here the Jews observe, that whosoever 
flies dominion, him dominion follows. For when they told 
Saul he was chosen king, he said he was not fit for that 
office, and bade them inquire again by urim and thummim: 
which they make the meaning of the word further. And 
while they were going to make this inquiry, he went and 
hid himself, till the oracle discovered him. (See Buxtorf, 
Hist. Urim et Thummim. cap. 3. p. 307.) 

Ver.23. And they ran and fetched him thence: and when he 
stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people, 
from the shoulders and upwards.'] A princely person, and of a 
majestic aspect: as Cora. Nepos describes Iphicrates in 
the account he gives of his life, cap. 3. " Fuitet animo magno 
et corpore, imperatoriaque forma, ut ipso aspectu cuivis in- 
jiceret admirationem sui." He was great both in mind and 
body, having a form so imperial, that his very aspect struck 
every one with admiration of him. And thus P. Cunseus ob- 
serves, that not only barbarous people, but the most polite 
nations did, w Majestatem corporis venerari," look upon a 
majestic body with veneration, lib. i. de Itepub. Hebr. p. 85. 
Which appears by what Homer saith of Agamemnon, Iliad, 
iii. ver. 166. and Virgil of J2neas and Turnus : the latter 
of which he describes just like Saul, lib. vii. ver. 7S2. 

" Ipse inter primos pnestanti corpore Turnus 
Vertitur, arma tenens^ et toto vertice supra est." 

Ver. 24. And Samuel said unto all the people, See ye him 
whom the Lord hath chosen.] Though the people wero re- 
solutely bent to have a king, yet they were sensible none 
could make one but God. And therefore they came, in the 
beginning of this business, to ask one of his prophets. But 
Samuel could riot constitute one without Divine direction 
and appointment, as appears by the first verse of this chap- 
ter, where he saith, the Lord hath anointed thee; and the 
lot whereby ho was publicly chosen was cast before the 
Lord, (ver. 19. 23.) And accordingly here he tells them, 
the Lord hath chosen him. Thus afterward the Lord com- 
manded David to be anointed, (xvi. 1. 3.) and among all 
his sons Solomon was particularly appointed by God to 
succeed him, (1 Chrori. xxix. 5.) 

That there is none like him among all the people?] Such 
was his stature and his aspect, that, as Josephus expresses 
it, l%&xi re airavruyv, koIto vipoe %v fiaaikiKurraToc, he excelled, 
and was most kingly in his height, (lib. vi. Antiq. cap. 5.) 

And all the people shouted.] All that were then present, 
except some; profane fellows, who wero so far from owning 
him for their king that they despised him. 

And said, God save the king.] In the Hebrew, let the king 
live, that is, be prosperous. The same form of words was 
used in after-ages when they made kings, (1 Kings i. 34. 
39. 2 Kings xi. 12. 2 Chron. xxiii. 11.) All this being dono 
at Mizpeh, when Samuel set up the great stone called Eben- 
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ezer, it is not improbable that Saul was there declared 
their king. 

Ver. 25. Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote it in a book, and laid it up before the 
Lord.] The right of the king, which he had laid before the 
people, upon their first desire to have one, (viii. 11.) ho 
now wrote in a book, and laid up before the Lord : that it 
might be a witness against them, that all the evils which 
hereafter befel them, were drawn upon them by their own de- 
sires. ForwhatPetrusCuneeus saith, thathe wrote the words 
mentioned Deut. xvii. 16, &c. is altogether unlikely: they 
being laid up before the Lord long ago, when the law was 
put by the side of the ark, (Deut. xxxi. 26.) Josephus said 
a great deal better, (lib. Vi. Antiq. cap. 5.) Ta /uXXovra 
wpPfoiaQai Katca yptyai, &c. The prophet having written 
the evils that should befal them, he read them in the cars of 
the king, and then laid up the book in the tabernacle of God, 
to be a testimony unto future ages of what he had foretold. 
A duplicate of this writing, it is likely, he left with the 
elders of the people. 

And Samuel sent all the people away, every man to his 
Jiouse.] The people were not dismissed by Saul, who would 
not presently take upon him to exercise his'authority. For 
Samuel was there, who had been for many years their su- 
preme governor. That is, sixteen years (as Sir J. Mar- 
sham computes) before the inauguration of Saul: and he 
lived eighteen "years after, as Josepbus saith, in the latter 
end of the sixth book of his Antiquities; during which 
time he exercised the power of a judge. 

Ver. 2G. Saul also went home to Gibeah.] In this he still 
shewed his humility : going to his own home, which was no 
princely palace. 

And tliere went with him a band of men, who$e heart God 
had touched.] A company of stout valiant men, of great 
resolution : whom God inclined to follow him, as his guard. 
Or, were moved, perhaps, by the authority of Samuel (who 
was a man of God), to go and attend him. 

Ver. 27. And the children of Belial said.] Some very 
lewd men (see upon Deut. xiii. 13.) who hated all govern- 
ment : and being, it is probable, men of some rank and 
quality, were proud, and despised a person of such a small 
family. 

How shall this man save us ?] They would not vouchsafe 
so much as to call hiin by his name; but insolently con-r 
temned him, as one of no note, who had no power to de- 
liver them. ; , t 

And they despised him, and brought him no presents.] As 
the manner was to do unto their kings in the eastern coun- 
tries, when they first tendered their service to them. Which 
was a token of their benevolence, subjection, and joy. Thus 
the Psalmist represents the people offering gifts to the 
Messiah, Psal. xlv. and lxxii. 

Jonathan thus expresses it in this place, They did not 
come to wish him a happy reign. 

But he held his peace.'] This was an act of great' pru- 
dence: which declared he was endued with an extraordi- 
nary spirit ; which enabled him to dissemble his knowledgo 
of the scorn they put upon him. For if he had taken no- 
tice of it, he must have punished it; and it had not been 
safe to begin his reign with anything of severity: there- 
fore he wisely ordered himself, as if he did not observe 
their neglect. Corn. Bertram thinks, in his book de Repub. 
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Jud. cap. 10. that these men refusing to be governed by 
Saul, he retired for awhile, and led a private life : leaving 
Samuel to administer all affairs, as he had done for many 
years. But whether that be true or not, it is evident Saul, 
in the beginning of his reign, was endued with a spirit of 
singular wisdom and moderation: and was none of those 
princes whom Dion Prusceus describes, (Orat. de Regno, 
p. 5.) natcapiZovrag i%ovaiav fitr avoiae, who bless and praise 
power, joined with folly and ivant of understanding. 



CHAP. XI. 

Ver. 1. TlIEN Nahash the Ammonite.] He was either 
the king of the children of Ammon, or the captain of his 
host; who laid siege to Jabcsb-Gilead, as Josephus saith, 
about a month after Saul w'as chosen king: but had levied 
war against them before, (xii. 12.) which was the occasion 
of their desiring a king. 

* * Came up against Jabesh-Gilead.] He renewed, it is 
likely, their old pretensions to this country: which they 
had made in the time of Jephthah. For Jabesh-Gilead 
was in the tribe of Manasseh on the other side Jordan; 
bordering upon the Ammonites: who laid a claim to tliis. 
country, which the Israelites took from Sihon and Og, as 
we read in Judg. xi. 

And all the men of Jabesh said unto Nahash, Make a 
covenant with us, and we will seme thee.] Be his subjects, 
but not slaves, with whom no covenant was made. 

Ver. 2. And Nahash the Ammonite answered them, On 
this condition I will make a covenant ivjth you, that I may 
thrust out all your right eyes.] He would not put out both 
their eyes, because that would have made them unservice- 
able to him; but only the right, which (as many learned men 
have observed) was most useful in war; the left eye heing 
covered with their shields, which they held in their left 
hand : so Procopius Gazaeus, the left eye is covered with 
the shield; with the right tve see our enemies. 

And lay it for a reproach upon all Israel'] This is the 
only reason he gives for such insolent treatment, that all 
Israel might know what they were to expect, if he could 
prevail over them. 

Ver. 3. And the elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us 
seven days, that we may send messengers into all the coasts 
of Israel: and then, if there be no man to save us, we will 
come out to thee.] It may seem strange, that either they 
should submit so soon to such base conditions ; or that 
Nahash should grant them so much respite, when he saw 
them so abject, and inclined to yield to him. But the rea- 
son of both is visible : for Saul they thought was not able 
to help them ; having not yet taken upon him the govern- 
ment, but living privately; (see ver. 5.) and Nahash, it is 
like, was loath to drive them to desperation, by denying 
them this short space to expect relief, which he thought 
could not possibly come to them, though Saul should ap- 
pear aud endeavour to levy an army; for that he imagined 
could not be done in so few days. 

Ver. 4. Then came messengers to Gibeah of Saul.] So 
called, because Saul was there bom, and bred, and dwelt. 

And' told the tidings in the cars of the people: and all the 
people lifted up their voices, and wept.] As men despairing 
of relief. 
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Ver. 5. And-, behold, Saul came after the herd out of the 
field; and Saul said, What aileth ihe people that they 
weep? And they told him the tidings of the men of Jabesh.] 
By this it appears (as 1 noted in the conclusion of the fore- 
going chapter), that some men, not only refusing to submit 
to, him, but despising him, ho went and lived retired, and 
led a rustic life : exercising no authority over the people ; 
but leaving all to Samuel's management. 

Ver. 6. Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon him when 
he heard these tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly.] 
But now he resolved, by an impulse he felt from heaven, to 
shew that God had chosen him to be their king. Who, 
upon this occasion, gave him an extraordinary measure of 
courage, zeal, and military skill. 

Ver. 7. And he took a yoke of oxen.] Which he had 
newly brought out of tho field, (ver. 5.) . 

AndJiewed them in jrieces, and sent them throughout all 
the coasts of Israel, by the hand of messengers, saying, TFfto-, 
soever comes not forth after Saul and after Samuel, so shall 
it be done unto his oxen.] He herein begins to give a proof, 
of his, resolution, by this terrible threatening; and by the 
representation he made of the execution he intended, if he 
was disobeyed. Whereby it appears, that the kings of Is- 
rael assumed such an absolute power as Samuel described 
chap. viii. One part of which consisted in making Avar, 
and raising soldiers, by their sole authority, and punishing 
those that did not come to the army at their summons. For*. 
we never read that they consulted the oracle before they: 
went to war; nor that they are reproved by the prophets, 
for that neglect. In like manner they made laws, which is, 
the act of a sovereign." For though they could not alter the 
laws of Moses, but were to. govern themselves by them; 
yet, in things not determined there, or were not clear and* 
plain, they made what laws they thought good ; as appears 
by David, and Solomon, and other of their best princes. 

And the fear of the Lord fell upon the people.] They were 
no less affected with the cutting these oxen in pieces, than 
they had been with the using the Levite's concubine in like, 
manner, (Judg. xix. 19.) as Bochartus notes : who observes, 
something like this among heathen people, (Hicrozoic. 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 33.) 

And they came out with one consent.] God, who put cou- 
rage into. Saul, possessed the people also with a fear of' 
offending him; now that he asserted his royal authority 
over them. For he names himself before Samuel (the. 
kingly dignity being superior to the prophetical), but 
wisely mentions hhu also, that they who did not reverence 
himself as their king, might follow the prophet, whom all 
reverenced. 

Ver. 8. And when they numbered them in Bezek.] Of this- 
place, see upon Judg. i. G. 

The children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and 
the men of Judah thirty thousand.] It is thought by some, 
that the Philistines invaded them in the west, as the Am- 
monites did in the east, (just as they had done formerly in 
the time of Jephthah, Judg. x. 7, 8.) which is the reason so- 
few of Judah came in at this summons ; being engaged else- 
where against another dangerous enemy. But they would 
not wholly neglect to come to his assistance in this other, 
war, but shewed their forwardness to obey him, as much 
as they were able. Bertram, also, Altingius, (in his Shilo, 
lib, iii. cap. 11.) and others, take it as an honour done to.. 
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this tribe, which had the pre-eminence, that tbey'were num- 
bered by themselves. But Sir J. Marsham looks upon it 
as the beginning of a schism, (Secul. ix.) 

Ver. 9. And they said xtnto the messengers that came, 
Titus shall ye say to the men ofJabesh-GMead, To-morrow, 
by that time the sun shall be hot, ye shall have kelp, &c] 
The morrow after their return, before noon. 

Ver. 10. TJterefore the men of Jabesh said.} Unto Na- 
hash the Ammonite. 

To-morrow we will come out unto you, and ye shall do 
with us that which seemeth good to you.] In case, that is, 
relief did not come to them by that time: of which they 
pretended to have no hope. Most look upon this as spoken 
ironically and in mockery : but Grotius takes it for a 
stratagem, to make them secure : according to the opinion 
of those times, that they might delude an enemy by deceit- 
ful words : as Elisha did the Syrians, 2 Kings vi. IS, 19, 
&c. (See lib. iii. dc Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 1, sect. 17.) 

Ver. 11. And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they came into the midst of 
the host in the monriug-ivatch, and slew the Ammonites till 
tlie heat of the day.] lie set upon them, I suppose, on three 
sides, and the men of Jabesh issuing out on the other, they 
were so distracted that they could make little resistance : 
but the Israelites got into the midst of them very early, and 
made a great slaughter of them till noon. 

And it came to pass, that they which remained were scat- 
tered, so that two of them were not left together.] This is 
added to shew, w r ith what a complete victory Saul began 
his reign: whereby God established his authority. 

Ver. 12. And the people said unto Samuel.] AVho, it ap- 
pears from hence, accompanied Saul in this expedition, to 
encourage him with hopes of good success. 

Who is he that said, Saul shall not reign over ns? bring 
the men, that we may put them to death.] Great successes 
make great alterations in the affections of the people ; who 
quietly saw Saul contemned a little while ago ; but now 
would have inquiry made after those sons of Belial, who 
spake opprobriously of him, (x. 27.) 

Ver. 13. And Saul said, There shall not a man be put 
to death this day.] He prudently dissembled his knowledge, 
of their despisal of him, before the kingdom was confirmed 
to him : but this moderation, now that he was wonderfully 
victorious, argued greater wisdom and goodness. For 
nothing is more glorious than to be humble and meek in 
the height of power. 

For to-day the Lord hath wrought salvation in Israel.] 
Besides the policy he exercised in pardoning offenders 
(whereby he laid the strongest obligations upon them to be 
faithful to him), it wa^ a piece of piety to imitate God, 
who had been so good to them all. . 

Ver. 14. Then Samuel said unto the people, Come, and let 
us goto Gilgal, to renew the kingdom there.] New kingdoms 
are not easily settled. And this place was famous upon 
many accounts, as Mizpeh was, where Samuel first declared 
him king. Particularly, Samuel was wont to judge the 
people here, (vii. 1G.) 

Ver. 15. And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they 
made Saul king, before the Lord in Gilgal.] He had been 
anointed in Ramah; and chosen by lot in Mizpeh; but still 
some disdained to own him as their king: which made him 
content himself for a time (as I said before) with a private 



life. But now, after this signal token of God's presence 
with him, in the late victory, he was, by common consent,, 
acknowledged by all the people for their king. Which is 
the meaning of these words, they made Saul king; for it is 
certain, it was neither they nor Samuel that could make a 
king; but God alone: who ordered Samuel to anoint him, 
and then made the lot to fall upon him; and now inclined 
the hearts of all the people to submit to his authority. 

The LXX. here say, 1'xp*** 2ajuv?)A, &c. that Samuel here 
anointed Saul king over Israel. And Josephus, (lib. vi. 
cap. G.) that he again anointed Saul, T<£ ayfy tAafy, with 
holy oil. But there is not a word of this anointing in the 
Hebrew text, no, nor in the Vulgar Latin : and the Targum 
very well expresses it, they made Saul to reign, i. e. would 
not let him any longer lead a private life ; but prayed him 
to take the government upon him according to God's ordi- 
nance, and promised subjection to him. Gilgal seems to have 
been chosen. for this purpose, rather than any other place: 
because there was a sanctified piece of ground, as Abar- 
binel speaks, where, when they entered into Canaan, the 
ark first stood: which now, perhaps, they brought hither,' 
and offered sacrifice before it. 

And there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace-offerings be- 
fore the Lord.]. Who was present, as I observed before, 
(sec Judg. xx. 1.) in such great assemblies of the body of 
the people: with whom both they and their king made 
a covenant of obedience to him, by offering of the sa- 
crifices. 

And there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced together.] 
By feasting upon the peace-offerings : giving thanks to God 
for the late victory, and for settling the kingdom. 



CHAP. XII.. 

Ver. 1. ^cLND Samuel said unto all Israel.] In the pre- 
sence of Saul, as appears from ver. 3. 5. 

Behold, I have hearkened nnto you in all that you said 
unto me, and have made you a king.] This speech was. 
made before they parted from Gilgal : where they had re-* 
newed the kingdom. 

Ver. 2. And now, behold, the king walketh before yon,]. 
To rule and govern them, (Numb, xxvii. 17.) 
, And I am old and grey-headed.] And therefore very- 
willing to be discharged from the government of you. 

And, behold, my sons are with you.] Reduced also to the 
state of private persons ; being the king's subjects, no less 
than you: 

And I have walked before y mi from my childhood to this 
day.] He appeals to them whether he had not always dis- 
charged his duty faithfully, from the very beginning ; when 
G6d had made him a prophet to instruct and guide them.- 
For now they might freely accuse him, if they had any 
thing to allege against him : both he and his sons being, 
now become subjects to a Inore sovereign authority. 

Ver. 3. Behold, here I am : witness against me before, the 
Lord, and before his anointed.] He offers himself to be 
tried, and to give a public account of his administration: 
being ready to answer any thing that could be objected 
against him. 

Whose ox have I taken? or whose ass have I taken ?] He 
desires them to testify, if he had ruled after the manner of 
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tho eastern kings : under which government they chose to 
put themselves. 

Or whom have J defrauded? whom have I oppressed?] If 
they knew of no open violence, he bids them mention any 
fraud or circumvention, of which he had been guilty. 

Or of whose hands have I received any bribes to blind 
mine eyes ? and I ivill restore it you.] He challenges them 
to prove so much as the receiving any gift, in any cause 
that came before him ; and he would make full satisfaction. 

Ver. 4. And they said, Thou hast not defrauded, nor op- 
pressed n$, neither hast thou taken aught of any man's 
hand.] They acknowledged him to be perfectly an. upright 
judge : who could not be charged to have done any thing 
amiss. . • 

Ver. 5. And he said unto them, The Lord is ivitness against 
you, and his anointed is tvitness this day, that ye have not 
found aught in my hand. And they answered, He is wit- 
ness.] Of his innocence ; and that they had no reason to 
complain of his government. 

Ver. G. And Samuel said unto the people, It is the Lord 
that advanced 3foses and Aaron, and brought your fathers 
up out of the land of Egypt.] D. Kimchi refers this to the 
foregoing words ; as if he had said, the Lord that did such 
wonders by Moses and Aaron is ivitness, Sec. 

Ver. 7. Now therefore stand still.] The Jews observe, 
that they were wont to stand, when they heard the word of 
God. Though those w r ords, Exod. xx. 18. are but a slen- 
der proof of it. 

Tliat I .may reason with you before the Lord of all the 
righteous acts of the Lord, which he did to you and to 
your fathers.] He would not dismiss them, till, having ob- 
tained this honourable testimony from them, he had repre- 
sented to them the great benefits they had received from 
God, and their ingratitude to him. * • 

Ver. 8. When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fa- 
tfters cried unto the Lord, then the Lord sent Moses and 
Aaron, which brought your fathers out of Egypt, and 
made them dwell in this place.] Any one may easily dis- 
cern/this is but a compendious narrative of what God did 
for them, from their first coming • out of Egypt, till they 
were settled in Canaan; no more than that their fathers 
cried unto the Lord, when Jacob came into Egypt, and the 
Lord sent these two persons to deliver them. For many 
things intervened between both theso ; till at last God set- 
tled them in their rest, in the good land he .promised to 
give them. 

Ver. 9. And when they forgat the Lord their God, he 
sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of 
Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into the 
hand oftheking ofMoab ; and they fought against them.] 
This is a short history of the calamities which befel them, 
for their idolatry, after they came there : some few of 
which he only mentions ; without observing exactly the 
order in which they came upon them : but these were the 
people- who longest oppressed them. 

Ver. 10. And they cried untotte Lord, and said, We 
have sinned, became we have forsaken the Lord, and have 
served Baalim and Ashtaroth : but now deliver us out of 
the hand of our enemies, and ive will serve thee.] This they 
did very often. (Judg. iii. D. 13. iv. 3. vi. 7.- especially 
x. 10. 15, &c.) 

Ver. 11. And the Lord sent Jerubbaal, and Sedan, and 



Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you out of the hand of 
your enemies on every side, and ye dwell safely.] This is 
perfectly agreeable to the history of tho book of Judges ; 
which acquaints us, that as often as they repented, and 
besought his pardon, &c. he raised up deliverers unto 
them : the latest of which he only mentions. In which ac- 
count there is -no difficulty, but only about Bedan : of 
whom we no where read. But see my notes upon Judg. 
x. 4. unto which may be added, that the Chaldce para- 
phrase here hath it, he sent Gideon and Samson, &c. 
whom most take to be the person here meant, and called 
Ben-Dan (the son of Dan), because he was of that tribe : 
and by contraction called Bedan ; just as instead of Saul- 
meel (asked of God),* they called him who writes this book 
Samuel, for shortness* sake. Who mentions himself as 
one of their deliverers; because the signal overthrow he 
gave the Philistines, which drove them out of their coun- 
try, was fresh in their memory. 

Ver. 12. And when ye saw that Nahash, the king of the 
children ofAmmon, came against you, ye said unto me, Nay; 
but a king shall reign over us ; when the Lord your God 
was your king.] They would not stay till God raised them 
up -a deliverer, or commanded Samuel, who was their 
judge, to fight with him : but would have a king like other 
nations, always at hand to fight their battles. (See upon 
viii. 5.) The word nay seems to signify that Samuel told 
them, that God would be with them to deliver them ; or 
that he offered himself to be their leader under God : but 
they refused his offer, and continued to demand a king. 

Ver. 13. Now therefore behold the king whom you have 
chosen, and whom you have desired/] He could not upbraid 
them too often with this, that they would not be content 
with the government of God, which was peculiar to them; 
but chose to be like other people.- 

And, behold, the Lord hath set a king over you.] Though 
they chose to have a king like other nations, and be go- 
verned by God no longer; yet he still puts them in mind 
they could not make one, but he was set over them by God; 
as I have before observed. 

Ver. 14. If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey 
his voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the 
Lord.] According to the covenant they lately made with 
him : (xi. 15.) all virtue springs from the fear of God. 

Then shall both ye, and your king that reigneth over you, 
continue following the Lord your God.] That is, be defended 
by him; and continue a happy people : notwithstanding they 
had thus rejected him. This appears to be the meaning, by 
what is opposed to it in the following verse. 

Ver. 15. But if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but 
rebel against the commandment of the Lord; then shall the 
hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against yourfa-* 
titers.] He would sufFer their enemies to oppress them, as 
they did in the days of the Judges : or send other plagues 
upon them. 

Ver. 16. Noiv therefore stand and see the great thing, 
which the Lord will do before your eyes.] For a visible de- 
monstration of the truth of all that Samuel had said. 
• Ver. 17. Is it not tcheat-harvest to-day ?] A very clear 
day, and in no disposition to rain. Which was not wont to 
fall in harvest-time ; but in the autumn, and in the spring : 
called the later and the former rain. 

I will call upon the Lord, and he shall send thunder and 
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rain ; that you may perceive and see tliat your wickedness is 
great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in ask- 
ing you a king.] By this he shewed hew he could in an in- 
stant deprive them of all the comforts of life; as they de- 
served, for their rejecting him and his prophet : who was so 
powerful, as by his prayers to produce such wonders. 

Ver, 18. So Samuel called upon the Lord; and the Lord 
sent thunder and rain that day.] A very horrible tempest, 
accompanied, it is likely, with lightning ; when all was se- 
rene, and no sign appeared of it. 

And all the people feared the Lord and Samuel.] This 
struck such a terror into them, that they were afraid God 
would destroy them, as he did Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; 
and that Samuel would not intercede for them. 

Ver. 19. And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for 
thy servants nnto the Lord, that we die not : for we have 
added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.] Till now 
they seem not to have been sensible of their sin, in desiring 
an alteration in the form of their government: therefore 
it was a miraculous storm, full of horror, which extorted 
this confession from them ; not only of this, but all their 
former sins. 

Ver. 20. And Samuel said unto the people. Fear not; ye 
have done all this wickedness; yet turn not aside from fol- 
lowing the Lord, but serve hint with all your heart.] He 
would not have them despair of recovering God's favour; 
and directs them the best way to it: by continuing so sen- 
sible of their wickedness, as to be moved to true repentance 
and steadfast obedience. 

Ver. 21. And turn ye not aside :for then shall ye go after 
vain things, which cannot profit.] He warns them above all 
things against worshipping other gods, whom he calls vain 
things which cannot profit ; by a scheme of speech in the 
Hebrew language, signifying, they do a great deal of mis- 
chief. Thus in Prov. xx. 23. the wise man saith, a false 
balance is 7\ot good; that is, is very bad and hateful to 
God; as it goes before, of divers weights. And thus hea- 
then writers speak, particularly Homer, Odyss. £. ver. 85. 

Oh yap a^irXta tpya Oiol fiaKaptg <jti\(ov<ri. 

The blessed gods do not love wicked actions; i. e. they hate 
and detest them. 

Nor deliver, for they are vain.] He presses them to per- 
sist in the worship of God alone; whom if they forsook 
and went after other gods, in vain did they expect help and 
deliverance from them, for they were void of all power. 

Ver. 22. For the Lord will not forsake his people for his 
great name's sake; because it hath pleased the Lord to make 
you his people.] The steadfastness of God in his affection 
to them, notwithstanding their provocations, was a mighty 
motive to faithful obedience. 

Ver. 23. Moreover, as for me, God forbid that I should 
sin against the Lord iri ceasing to pray for you : but I will 
instruct you in the good and right way.] Not only pray for 
them, but teach and instruct them: which were the two 
great offices of a prophet. They had highly disobliged him ; 
but he imitated God, who pardoned them, and so did he. 

Ver. 24. Only fear the Lord, and serve him in truth with 
all your heart: for consider how great things he hath done 
for you.] All his prayers and instructions would not do the 
business, without their serious considerations. And what 
more worthy their constant thoughts than the great be- 



nefits they had received from God : particularly his tender 
mercy in not casting them off when they shaked off his 
government. 

Ver. 25. But if you will still do wickedly, ye shall be con- 
sumed, both you and your king.] As it proved, not only ifl 
this, but in several future reigns. • 



CHAP. XIIL 

Ver. 1. JLN-D Saul reigned one year.] In the Hebrew the 
words arc, the son of one year in his reign or kingdom. A 
very learned prelate of our own (in his Demonstration of 
the Messiah, par. ii. p. 240.) takes the meaning to be, that 
after the Philistines were subdued by Samuel, a year passed, 
when Saul began to reign; and after this he reigned two 
years free from their yoke. As for his being called the son 
ofoneyear in the Hebrew, it is well translated by us reigned 
one year; because he was bom, when he was made king, 
and changed into another man : for thus (as Eochartus hath 
observed) the day of an emperor's inauguration among the 
gentiles was called his birth-day, xiz. natalis regni, the day 
when he began his reign. 

And When he had- reigned two years over Israel.] So Ral- 
bag interprets the Hebrew words ; and thereby confutes 
the strange fancy in Seder Olam Rabba, that Saul reigned 
but two years in all. Whereas the meaning is, after this 
he reigned two years free from the oppression of the Phi- 
listines: but when they were ended, the Philistines got the 
upper hand again, and enslaved the Israelites, as appears by 
this chapter* 

Ver. 2. Saul chose him three thousand men.] In the first 
year of his reign he performed those things mentioned in 
the foregoing chapter : and when he had reigned two years, 
these things fell out which we read in this chapter. Which 
is much better than Dr. Lightfoot's exposition, that he had 
been king one year from his first anointing at Ramah, to 
his second at Gibeali : and after that he reigned two years 
more before the Lord cast him off, and anointed David. 
Symmachus and Proeopius Gazaeus, not much otherwise. 
Who by son of one year think the simplicity of his mind is 
denoted : which he preserved for some time, L e. till he had 
reigned two years over Israel, and then he began to be de- 
praved and forsaken of God. 

Wliereof two thousand were with Saul in Michmash, and 
in Moitnt Beth-el, and one thousand men tvith Jonathan 
in Gibeah of Benjamin.] There was another Gibeah in the 
tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 57.) 

And the rest of the people he sent every man to his tent.] 
The fbrcmentioned number being sufficient for his guard, 
and to preserve the country in peace, and to oppose any 
sudden inroad of their enemies: he would not be burden- 
some to his people, T>y keeping great forces. 

Ver. 3. And Jonathan smote the garrison of the Philis- 
tines.] Who, though subdued by Samuel at Ebcn-czer, 
and driven out of the country; yet kept some strong holds, 
as I observed, x. 5. 

Tliat teas in Geba.'] This was a distinct place from Gi- 
beah, though both in the tribe of Benjamin : as is evident 
from Josh.xviii.24. 28. 

And the Philistines heard it.] And thereupon (as the fol- 
lowing words import) denounced war against IsraeL 
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And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the land of 
Israel, saying, Let the IlebreivsJiear.] He gave them notice 
by a proclamation, what Jonathan had done, and what was 
the effect of it: and thereupon summoned them to come to 
.Gilgal. 

Vcr.4. And all Israel heard say , that Saul had smitten 
the garrison of the Philistines.] This shews that Jonathan 
acted by Saul's order: who was desirous to free his own 
tribe from such intruders.. 

And that Israel also was an abomination with the Phi- 
listines.'] Who were, highly incensed to take revenge. 

. And the people were called together after Saul to Gilgal.] 
Where Samuel had appointed to meet him, (x. 8.) 

Ver. 5. The Philistines gathered themselves together to 
fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots, and six thousand 
horsemen, and people as the sand of the sea-shore for multi- 
tude; and then came V P and pitched in Michmash, eastward 
from Beth-aven.] A prodigious army, and very formidable, 
by reason "of their chariots and horsemen, which were also 
very numerous, (see Josh. xi. 4.) But it is not likely the 
Philistines alone could bring so many into the field : no, 
nor after other nations thereabout were associated with 
them, it is credible that they should make up thirty Uiout 
sand chariots of war. For none ever had so many; Pha- 
raoh himself pursuing the Israelites only with six hundred, 
(Exod. xiv. 7.) Therefore most of them were no more than 
carriages, which were necessary for the baggage of such 
vast multitudes of people: which is a better account, in my 
judgment, than to say there is a mistake made by tran- 
scribers in later times: as Bochartus himself thinks, (Hie- 
rozbicoh," par. i. lib. ii. cap. 9.) because in the Syriac 
and Arabic copies there are only found three thousand. 
Which is too great a number, without the help of the fore- 
going exposition; for in the vast army of Mithridates there 
were but a hundred chariots, and in Darius's two hundred, 
and in Antiochus Epiphanes' (of which we read 2 Mace, 
xiii. 2.) but three hundred. 

Ver. G. Wlien the men of Israel saw that they were in a 
strait (for the people were distressed). Though their wonder- 
ful success against the Ammonites had encouraged them to 
obey the summons of such a prosperous leader, as Saul 
had been ; yet when they saw the vast army of the Phi- 
listines, how well they were appointed, and themselves un- 
provided, their hearts failed them, and they slunk from him 
as fast as they had flocked to him. 

Then the people did hide themselves in caves, aud in 
thickets, and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits.] One 
part of the people endeavoured to secure themselves in 
lurking places: where it was not easy to find them. 

Ver. 7. And some of the Hebrews went over Jordan to 
the land of Gad and Gilead.] Another part of them fled as 
far as they could from present danger, into the country of 
the two tribes and a half. 

AsforJSaul, he was yet in Gilgal, and all the people fol- 
lowed him trembling.'] All that were left with him were in 
great fear, seeing so many of their brethren desert him. 

Ver. 8. And he tarried seven days, according to the set 
time that Samuel appointed.] lie mistook Samuel's mean- 
ing, (as I shewed upon x. 8.) who told him he would come 
and offer sacrifice seven days : and then adds, thou shalt 
tarry till I come. So two interpreters, who are ancient in 
respect of our times (Rupertus and Angclomus), have ob- 



served an amphibologia in Samuel's words in that r>lace, 
which may be construed two ways ; and it was Saul's folly 
to make choice of the wrong sense. For the last words 
there are as much as if he had said, be sure to tarry till I 
come, andsheiv theewhat thou shalt do. And indeed com- 
mon reason might have taught him, that if the war was to 
be undertaken, it was to be managed likewise by the coun- 
sel of the Lord: and therefore ho ought not to have sacri- 
ficed, or done any other solemn act, before the prophet, 
who was God's ambassador in this business, came to in- 
struct him. 

But Samuel came not to Gilgal.] So soon as Saul ex* 
pected him. 

And the people were scattered from him.] That third part 
of the people who were left began to go away, when they 
saw Samuel did not come to advise and assist him in this 
dangerous condition. 

Ver. 9. And Saul said. Bring hither the burnt-offering 
unto me, and peace-offerings. And he offered the burnt-offer- 
ing.] Atod would have proceeded to offer the peace-offer- 
ings, if Samuel's coming had not prevented him. 

Ver. 10. And it came to pass, that, as soon as h% had made 
an end of offering the burnt-offering, behold, Samuel came; 
and. Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him.'] 
Welcome him thither: which he did in honour of the pro- 
phet. . 

Ver. 11. And Samuel said, What hast thou done? And 
Saul said, Because I saw the people were scattered from me, 
and that thou earnest not xvithin the days appointed, and 
that the Philistines gathered themselves together to Mich- 
mash.] These looked like weighty reasons ; but could not 
excuse his presumption in not waiting for Samuel, who as- 
sured him he would come thither. 

Ver. 12. Therefore, said I, Tlie Philistines will come down 
now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made supplication 
unto the Lord: I forced my self therefore, and offered a 
burnt-offering.] He pretends it was much against his incli- 
nation : but pleads necessity for what he did, least his ene- 
mies should have set upon him before he had commended 
himself to God and begged his blessing. By which it ap- 
pears, that burnt-offerings were of the nature of a prayer to 
God: whom they acknowledged hereby to be the Lord of 
all. Whence it is that. we read so often of Abraham and 
Isaac, that they f* built altars (which were for sacrifice) and 
called upon the name of the Lord." The gentiles also, as 
well as the Jews, invoked God by their sacrifices, as Mr. 
Mede hath shewn from Homer and other authors, book ii. 
p. 464. 

Ver. 13. And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done fool- 
ishly : thou hast not kept the^commandment of the Lord thy 
God, which he commanded thee.] When God advanced 
Saul to be king, he was little in his own eyes, and then a 
great man in the sight of God. But now he began to take 
upon him, and thought it was fit the prophet should wait 
for the king rather than the king for the prophet: and die- 
trusted Samuel's word, who bade him tarry till he came. 
And so intruded upon the priest's office; or, at least, caused 
the priest to do that unseasonably which was reserved for 
Samuel to do, when God thought fit to send him : who had 
all along transacted all matters between God and Saul. In 
short, his folly and disobedience consisted in this, that he 
intrenched upon .the priest's office, or upon the prophet's, 
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or upon both:. and would not wait Samuel's coming, nor 
confess his fault toliim when he came; but made excuses, 
and laid. the fault upon all but himself, (ver. 11.) 

Abarbinel hath expounded this a little more distinctly, 
V>y observing the command which Samuel gave him, when 
he anointed him, x. 8. where he tells him, first, he would 
come and offer sacrifice ; secondly, he bids him wait for him 
seven days; and, lastly, saith he would direct him what to 
do. Now Saul transgressed every part of this command: 
for he offered sacrifice himself, which God intended should 
be offered only by the prophet; and he did not stay till the 
end of the seventh day, but offered on the seventh day in 
the morning; and he intended to begin the war without any 
direction from Samuel w T hat he should do. He thinks, 
also, that those words, seven days (in that place), may refer 
to the words going before, viz. peace-offerings so many 
days. For Saul was bound, as it follows, to. tarry till 
Samuel came, though he stayed more than seven days, be- 
fore he came. 

For now would the Lord have established thy kingdom 
upon Israel for ever J] This suggests that the intention of 
Samuel's coming to offer sacrifice at Gilgal for seven days, 
was to confirm Saul in the kingdom, (as I observed upon 
x. 8.) if he had not foolishly deprived himself of that bless- 
ing: but here the Hebrew doctors take notice of a diffi- 
culty, which is, how God could intend to establish the 
kingdom upon him for ever, without contradicting the pro- 
phecy of Jacob, who had promised the sceptre to the tribe 
of Judah. Which Ralbag thinks is sufficiently answered, 
by saying that for ever signifies no more than a long time; 
as it doth in the words of Hannah in the beginning of this 
book, chap. i. 22. and in Exod. xxi. 9. and many more 
places. And so others interpret these words, as long as 
his posterity lasted. 

.Ver. 14. But now the kingdom, shall not continue."] He 
predicts that God would not let his family enjoy the king^ 
dom: because of other sins which "he foresaw he would 
commit 

Tlie Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart, and 
the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his people, 
because thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded 
thee.] God had not yet commanded David to lead his 
people, but he fully intended to do it, if Saul did not re- 
pent, and obtain a pardon of him for his offence. Whereby 
he had not provoked him so far, as to have an irreversible, 
sentence passed upon him (as many great men havQ 
thought), but it might have been revoked if he had not per- 
sisted in. his folly, and committed a much greater offence 
against the Divine Majesty, in the war against Amalek. 
Then Samuel tells him, the Lord mould not repent: which 
not being added here, it makes it probable he was capable 
of a pardon, notwithstanding this denunciation: if he had 
begged it with repentance, and better obedience for tha 
time to come.. . . 

Ver. 15. And Samuel arose, and gat him up from Gilgal 
finto GibeaJi of Benjamin.] The place of Saul's birth, and 
where he lived; which I look upon as a sign that Samuel 
did not intend to destfrt him, as he did afterward, nor 
looked upon him yet as forsaken by. God. , 

And Saul numbered the people that were present with 
him, about six Imndred men.] A strange alteration since 
the last year, when against the .Ammonites he had three 
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hundred thousand men with him, besides those of. Judaic 
(xi. 6.) .'... .i *.%"., ,,-, -.-.;■. w 'c v ; 

Ver. 16. And Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people 
who. were present with him, abode in Gibeah of Benjamin.]; 
They followed Samuel; and it was a strong place, where, 
they could defend themselves better than in the open field: 
and here, it is likely, he hoped to increase his forces, 
being in his own tribe. , ,..;.., 

But the Philistines encamped in Michmash.] -A place not 
very remote from Gibeah; but in the tribe of Ephraim. 

Ver. 17. And the spoilers came out of the camp of the. 
Philistines, in three companies.] They sent out parties three 
several ways, to ravage the country, there being none to 
oppose them. . • j ;>/^-.*...-u; 

One company turned the way that leadeth to Ophralu] 
There was a city of this name, in the tribe of Benjamin, 
(Josh, xviii. 23.) but many take this rather to be that in the. 
tribe of Manasseh, where Gideon was born,(Judg. vi.ll*) 

Unto the land of Shual.] So called, because it abounded 
with foxes, as Boehart observes* f . , . .< 

Ver. 18. And another company turned the way of Beth* 
horon.] Both the upper and the nether cities of this name 
were in the tribe of Ephraim, (1 Chron. vii. 24.) .. , , . t 

And another company turned to the way of the border^ 
that looks to the valley ofZeboim, towards the wilderness.] 
The Chaldee paraphrast translates these words, the val^ 
ley of vipers; for tzeboa signifies a sort of speckled ser-„ 
pent, wherewith this valley abounded, and lay towards the 
wilderness of Jericho in the tribe^of Benjamin. , Thus^ 
also a great number of the Hebrew writers translate Ze^ 
boim; which Junius takes for a city in this tribe.* (See 
Bochartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib.iii* cap. 7.). ~t 
. .Ver. 19. Now there tvas no smith found throughout all 
the land of Israel: for the Philistines said,. Lest the He-, 
brews make them swords and spears.] To this miserable; 
condition the Philistines had . reduced them during the 
forty years' tyranny over them, of- which we read, Judg. ; 
xiii. 1.. But after Samuel had put ai\ end to it, by the 
great overthrow he gave the Philistines at Eben-ezer, it 
seems something strange they had not restored their arti- 
ficers. But the sloth of the Israelites appears in their 
whole story; and it was not easy, in so short a time, for 
men to learn. this .trade, which, the Philistines jwisely ; de- 4 
stroyed,, as the .Chaldeans, when they destroyed Jerusa-, 
lem, carried away all the smiths to Babylon, that they 
w T ho remained in the land might not; arm themselves again, 
(2 Kings xxiv. 14.) 
. Ver. 20. But all the men of Israel went .down to the Phi-. 
listines, to sharjien every man his share, and his coulter, and 
Ms axe, and his mattock.] Not to the country of tho Philis- 
tines, for that was too far off from some parts of the land 
of Israel; but to their. garrisons, which they held among 
them, even after Samuel had driven the main body of them 
out of the country, as I observed upon x. 5. . s > . 

Ver. 21. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for. the 
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen 
the goads.] Thus Pliny tells us. in his Natural History, lib. 
xxxi. cap. 14. that in tho league which Pprsanna made with . 
the Roman people, after the expulsion of their, kings, it 
was expressly covenanted, " Ne ferro,.nisi injagricultura 
uterentur ;" that they should not make use of iron, but only 
in the tilling of t their fields. 
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Ver. 22. So it came to pass, that in the day of battle^ 
there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any 
of the people tliattvere with Saul and Jonathan: but with 
Saul, and Jonathan his son, tvas there found.] The Jews be- 
ing very much addicted to feeding cattle, very much neg- 
lected mechanical arts, as appeared when Solomon built 
the temple. For there were so few skilled in architecture 
among the Israelites, that he was constrained to send to 
another nation for them. And ,&o Rasi thinks it was in the 
trade of smiths; there being no iron mines in the land.. 
But that was not the true reason, as Kirachi observes ; for 
the Philistines, as was said before, had transplanted tho 
smiths, when the Israelites were under their dominion. 
In their oppressions also, which they lay under, their ene- 
mies were wont to disarm thein, as appears by the song of 
Deborah, (Judg. v. 8.) But though they had no sword nor 
spear, yet they had bows and arrows, and slings ; which 
the men of Gibcah could anciently manage to a wonder- 
ful advantage, as we read, Judg. xx. 1G. And besides 
these, they anciently used clubs to beat down their ene- 
mies; and before the invention of spears with iron points, 
they had sharp stakes hardened in the fire, as many authors 
, inform us. 

Ver. 23. And the garrison of the. Philistineswent out to 
the passage of Michmash.] Some refer this to the garrison 
mentioned ver. 3. which Jonathan having smitten, they 
that escaped joined with the army at Michmash. But it 
refers rather to the garrison mentioned in the beginning of 
the next chapter, (ver. 1.) and the last word relates not to 
the passage, but to the garrison, As if he had said, TJie 
garrison of the Philistines in Michmash went out to the pas- 
sage. For Michmasb, as Rasi observes, was upon a high 
hill, as Gibeah was; between which was a valley, called 
here a passage. Into which the garrison descended, to in- 
vite the Israelites to battle; or, as theTargum translates the 
first word, the captain-general of the Philistines went out 
into the valley; to view the ground, we. may suppose, and 
form a camp there. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. Jyi OWit came to pass upon a day, that Jonatha?i 
the son of Saul said unto the young man that bare his ar-> 
maur, Come, and let its go over to the garrison of Uie Phi-- 
listines that is on the other side.] Of the valley, mentioned 
in the foregoing verse.- This had been a very rash at- 
tempt, and very criminal (he having no order from his 
father, who commanded in' chief), if he had. not had a 
Divine incitation to it. Which he felt upon the sight of the 
Philistines appearing, as if they intended to assault Gi- 
beah; and upon the information he received of the great 
spoil which the three-parties made of the poor people in 
the country, (xiii. 17.) 

But he told not his father.] Lest he should have hindered 
him from this enterprise, into which he felt himself moved 
by God. 

Ver. 2. And Saul tarried in the uttermost part of Gi- 
beah.] In someintrenchmentshehad made without the city. 

Under a pomegranate-tree, which is in Migron.] Where 
he pitched his tent. 

„ And the people that were with him were about six hundred 
men.] His forces were not augmented since he eame-lo 
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Gibeah, as might have been expected, (xiii. 15, 16.) But, 
as Vegetius observes, (lib. i. de Re Militari, cap. 8.) " in 
omni conflictu non tarn prodest multitudo, quam virtus:" 
in all conflicts valour doth more service than multitude. 

Ver. 3. And Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod % s brother, 
the son of Phinehas.] It seems Fhinehas (who was slain with 
Ilophni) left two sons; Ichabod, who was born after his 
death; and Ahitub, who was born before: and left a son, 
who is here called Ahijah, and in xxii. 9. Ahimelech; who 
left a son called Abiathar, xxiii. G. 

The son of Eli, the Lord's priest in Shiloh.] These last 
words, the LoriVs priest in Shiloh, manifestly belong to Eli; 
who was the high-priest while the tabernacle was in Shiloh. 

Wearirig an ephod.] Or rather, the ephod; which com- 
prehends the breast-plate, with urim and thummim, (or they 
were inseparable from it. These Ahijah, being high-priest, 
now wore : for these words, as Italbag observes, belong to 
him. (See Selden, lib. i. de Success, ad Pontif. cap. 3.) 
Saul being now in great distress sent for Ahijah, to con^ 
suit God for him, as there should be occasion: and, as ap- 
pears by the eighteenth verse of this chapter, had com-; 
manded him to bring the ark with him from Kirjath-jearim. 

And the people knew not tliat Jonatltan was gone.] This 
makes Josephus's opinion probable, that he went away in 
the night: which was prudent upon another account; that 
ho might not be spied presently by the Philistines. 

Ver. 4. And between the passages, by which Jonathan 
sought to go over unto the Philistines 9 garrison, there was a 
sharp rock on one side, and a sharp rock on the other.] So 
that there was no way to come at the Philistines, but by 
climbing up one of these rocks, (ver. 12.) which were 
thought inaccessible: and therefore not fortified, as the 
other passages to Michmash were, with such strong guards 
as Jonathan could not encounter. 

The name of the one tvas Bozez, the name of the other 
Seneh.] Which were such famous precipices, that they had 
names bestowed on them: the original of which will not be 
worth our inquiry; but the latter seems to have taken its 
namo from the thorns that grew npon.it. 

Ver. 5. The fore-front of the one was situate northward 
over agabtst Michmash, and the other southward over 
against Gibeah.] By this we understand how these two 
placeslay, towards which these rocks pointed. 

Ver; G. And Jonathan said to the young man that bare 
his armour, Come, let tis go over to the garrison of the un- 
cirewncised.] He speaks of them with contempt, as stran- 
gers to the covenant of God. 

It may be the Lord will work for us : for there is no re- 
straint to the Lord to save by many or- by few.] He speaks 
with some diffidence to his servant; but was inwardly per- 
suaded of a certain victory, by the Divine assistance. 

Ver. 7. And his armour-bearer said unto him, Do all that 
is in thine heart : turn thee.] Which way thou wilt. 

Behold, I am with* thee according to thy heart.] He re- 
solved not to forsake his master in any undertaking, though 
ever so dangerous: being such a servant as Gideon had; 
(Judg. vii. 10.) 

Ver. 8. Then said Jonathan, Behold, I will pass over to 
these men.] He resolves to lead the way. 

Andive will discover ourselves unto them.] At break of 
day. 

Ver. 9. If they say thus unto us, Tarry until xve come 
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unto you ; then we will stand still in our place, and wilt not 
■go up imto them. 

Ver. 10. But if they say thus, Come up to us; then we 
will go up :for the Lord hath delivered them into our hand; 
and this shall be a sign unto us.] Which he could not have 
known without an instinct from God, who often suggested 
such thoughts unto good men : as we see in the example 
of. Abraham's servant, Gen. xxiv. 14, &c. And there is 
something like this in the beginning of Herodotus's fifth 
book concerning the Paeones, aud the Perinthians : where 
he saith, the Pueonians went to war by a Divine direction 
with the Perinthians ; and were ordered, if the Perinthians, 
being opposed to them, provoked them by name to fight, 
then they should invade them; but if they did not, they 
should abstain from fighting. Now while they faced one 
another there happened a threefold single combat : and 
the Perinthians being victors in two of them, began to sing a 
song of triumph, and insult over the Poeonians; who there- 
upon said one to another, vvvav eitj q XPI"/"? tTriTtktafxivoc 
npZv, vvv tj/zIteoov to ipyov. Now is the oracle i fulfilled to us, 
now is our business: and so shouting, and falling upon the 
Perinthians, they vanquished them, and left few of them re- 
maining. 

Ver. 11. And both of them discovered themselves unto the 
garrison of the Philistines.'] At the bottom of the rocks. 

And the Philistines said, Behold, the Hebrews comeforth 
cut of their holes where they had hid themselves.'] See xiii. 6. 
They imagined it was not courage, but necessity, which 
forced them to come within their view, as they sought for 
food. 

Ver. 12. And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan 
and his armour-bearer, and said, Come up to us, and we will 
shew you a thing.] They mocked at them, thinking they 
durst not attempt to climb up to them. 

And' Jonathan said to his armour-bearer, Come up after 
me; for the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of Israel.] 
: Now he gives him the same assurance which he had before 
in his own mind. * 

Ver. 13. And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and 
his feet, and his armour-bearer after him.] Not in the view 
of the Philistines, but by some difficult way, which none 
was ever known to go: and so, perhaps, they came behind 
them and surprised them. 

And they fell before Jonathan ; and his armour-bearer slew 
after him.] The first onset was made by Jonathan (as he 
led the way up the precipice), who rushed upon them with 
such a fury, that ho threw them down to the ground, and 
then his armour-bearer killed them. So some understand 
this : which was a more wonderful action than that of Ho- 
-ratius Cochlites (as Victorinus Strigclius observes), who 
alone maintained a passage at a bridge, against all the 
forces of the enemy: and caused the bridge to be broken 
down behind him. But that shews, since natural courage 
made a man so daring, it is not incredible that Jonathan 
made such an attempt by Divine incitation. 

Ver. 14. Tlie first slaughter, which Jonathan and his ar- 
mour-bearer made, was about twenty men, within as it were 
an half acre of land, which a yoke of oxen might plough.] viz. 
In one day. That is, saith Kimchi, in a very small space 
of ground: which Do Dicu will have to be half a furrow 
in length. (See him.) 

Ver. 15: And there' was a trembling in the' host, in the 



field, and among the people; the garrison, and Hie spoilers, 
they also trembled.] News being brought of this slaughter 
to the host of the Philistines which lay in the field, it put 
them into a great consternation : for they were .asleep (it is 
likely), this being done very early in the morning, as Jose- 
phus thinks, (lib. vi. cap. 7.) And all the people that attended 
the host, as well as the garrison, and spoilers who had been 
ravaging the country, (xiii. 17.) were very much affrighted: 
imagining a great army had been at hand to fall upon them ; 
of which these two were but the scouts. Whose exploits, 
perhaps, were also magnified beyond the truth. 

And the earth quaked.] Some think there was a real earth- 
quake, which increased their fear: but it may be no more 
than a metaphorical expression, for the great tumult they 
were in. 

So it was a great trembling.'] In the Hebrew, a trembling 
of God; that is, which God sent upon them: called by the 
heathen a panic fear, which they thought came from their 
gods; and made the stoutest men quake. So Pindar excel- 
lently expresses it in his Nemca, ix. ver. 63. 
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When men are struck with Divine terrors, even the children 
of the gods (i. e. the most heroic spirits) betake themselves 
to flight. And the army of the Philistines consisting (as I 
observed on xiii. 5.) of different nations, it made the con- 
fusion and trembling the greater: because they either did 
hot understand, or suspected one another. 

Ver. 16. And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah ofBenja- 
tnin looked.] For it was seated on a high hill, which over* 
looked the country about it. 

And behold the multitude melted away.] Were scattered; 
so that fewer and fewer were seen in, a company together. 

And they went on beating down one another.] Not being 
able, in this confusion, to distinguish their friends from 
their enemies. 

Ver. 17. The7i said Saul unto the people that were with 
him, Number now, and see who are gone from us. And when 
they were numbered, behold, Jonathan and his armour-bearer 
were not there.] He easily missed Jonathan, I suppose, but 
could not imagine he would fall upon the Philistines, with- 
out a'good number of men to assist' him : which he knew he 
had not. This made him call the high-priest, to inquire of 
God, that he might be informed what was the matter, and 
what he should do. 

Ver. 18. And Saul said to Ahijah, Bring hither the ark of 
God: for the ark of God was at that time with the children of 
Israel.] How could he bid him bring the ark, when it was at 
Kirjath-jearim, in the house of Abinadab? To this Abar- 
bincl answers, that he doth not speak of the ark in which 
the tables of the law were kept (for he doth not say, bring 
the ark of the covenant hither), but a little coffer, wherein 
the ephod was kept; that is, the breast-plate with urim and 
'thummim. These the priest brought along with him, that 
Saul might consult God upon occasion, as David did, 
1 Sam. xxx. 8. Therefore the LXX. translate? it, vpovayayi ■ 
ro'E^ovS, bring hither the ephod. And so Rasi and Kimchi. . 
(See Buxtorf. Hist; Arcao, cap. 3. and our learned Dr. 
Spencer, do Leg. et Hit.* Heb. fol. 859.) But this doth not 
seem a solid interpretation, there being but one ark men- 
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tioncd in Scripture, which is not always called the ark of 
the covenant, but the ark of the Lord, or the ark of God, as 
it is called when it came into the camp of Israel, and was 
taken by the Philistines/ (chap. iv. vcr. 6. 11. 17, 18, &c.) 
Therefore here, I suppose, Saul commanded the ark itself 
to attend him; when he wanted the advice and assistance 
of Samuel.' 

Vcr. 19/ And it came to pass, that while Saul talked with 
the priest.] Desiring him to inquire of God what was he- 
come of Jonathan and his armour-bearer; and what was the 
meaning of that tumult in the host of the Philistines. 

TJiat the noise that was in the host of the Philistines went 
on and increased: and Saul said to the priest, Withdraw 
thine hand.] He was going to take the wrim and thummim, 
as the forenamed authors understand it, when Saul, hearing 
the tumult grow greater and greater among the Philistines, 
bade him forbear: there being no need, for he concluded 
they were routed j and therefore resolved, without any fur- 
ther deliberation, to go and pursue them. Or, as others un- 
derstand it, the priest having stretched forth his hand to 
God in prayer for his advice, Saul called upon him to 
desist: for it was plain what they had to do without any 
inquiry. 

Ver. 20. And Saul and all the people that were ivith him 
assembled; and came to the battle : and, behold, every man's 
sword was against his fellow, and there was a very great 
discomfiture!] This Josephus- thinks fell out (as I noted 
above) because their army consisted of divers nations, who 
did not know one another, and so fell into great confusion. 
Ver. 21. Moreover, the Hebrews that were with the Phi" 
listines before that time, which went tip with them into the 
camp from the country round about.] As some, it seems, 
did ; either out of fear, compulsion, or design. 

• Even they also turned to be with the Israelites that were 
with Saul and Jonathan.] And helped to destroy the Phi- 
listines. ... - • 

Ver. 22. Likewise all the men of Israel that had hid 
themselves in Mount Ephraim.] And other places mentioned 
xiii. 6. 

•When they heard that the Philistines fled, even they also 
followed hard after them in the battle.] Pursued them 
closely. 

Vcr. 23. So the Lord saved Israel that day: and the bat- 
tle passed- over unto Beih-aven.] These words seem to im- 
ply, that the fight continued till they came to this place, 
which lay westward from Michmash,^xiii.5.) and there the 
Philistines threw down their arms ; and fled as fast as they 
could towards their own country. 

Vcr. 24. And the men of Israel were distressed that day.] 
When they should have been full -of joy and triumph. 

For Saul had adjured tJie people, saying, Cursed be the 
man that eateth arty food until the evening, that I may 
be avenged of my enemies. So none of the people tasted any 
food.] That they might not lose time, nor make the least 
stay in the pursuit of their oncmies, who fled before them. 
The king had the same power that the great Sanhcdrin had, 
who, the Jews say, might devpto those to destruction, who 
did not 'obey the charge that was given them in war. (See 
Selden, lib. iv. de Jure Nat. ct Gent. cap. 6.) v But this was 
a very indiscreet act of Saul, unbecoming an* excellent 
captain; for instead of pursuing the Philistines with vigour, 
they fainted for want of -refreshment. Therefore great covi-i 



mandcrs always took care their soldiers should be mode- 
rately fed, that they might not be tired in a long conflict. 
So Vegctius informs us: (lib. iii. dc Re Militari, cap. !).) 
" Vetcribus scculis'mos fuit, parco cibo curatos milites ad 
ecrtamen educere, ut citatiores sumpta csca reddcret ct 
Iongiore conflictu non fatigcrentur incdia." And there 
was the same need of taking a little refreshment if they 
could get it, when they were engaged in a long pursuit of 
their enemy. 

Ver.. 25. And all they of the land came to a wood; and 
there ivas honey upon the ground.] Which dropped from 
the hollow trees, or the clefts of rocks, where bees made 
their combs m that country; and sometimes upon the very 
ground ; as Bochart hath shewn in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. 
lib. iv. cap. 12. where he observes this was not peculiar to 
Judea, but usual in other countries. 

Vcr. 26. And when the people were come into the wood, 
behold, the honey dropped; but no manput his hand to his 
mouth: for the people feared the path.] Wild honey was so 
copious in those countries, and flowed so plentifully, that it 
gave occasion to that hyperbolical speech in the book of 
Job, xx. 17. where we read of brooks, or torrents, of honey 
and butter. 

Ver. 27. And Jonathan heard not when his father charged 
the people with the oath.] He and his armour-bearer being 
engaged in fight, (with whom some others joined, ver. 21.) 
long before Saul and his small army came to join him. ■• 

Wherefore he put forth the end of his rod, and dipped it 
in a honey-comb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his 
eyes were enlightened.] That is, his spirits and strength, 
which were quite spent by long abstinence from meat; so 
that he could scarce sec, w r ere restored to him, and he was 
made fresh and lively to proceed in pursuit of the enemy. 
For, asGcrh. Vossius observes, (lib. iv. deOrig. et Progr. 
Idol. cap. 79.) the eyes are wont to grow dim with long 
hunger : and as all meat and drink refreshes and enlivens, 
so wine and honey do it above all other more speedily: 
for their spirits are both very subtile, and soon diffuse 
their -strength through the body. It is also-observed by 
learned men, that honey is an excellent medicine for sotc 
and weak eyes: but that is. nothing to -this purpose; such 
cures being not performed by eating of it, but by anointitig 
the eyes with it. ■ ■ , * 

Ver. 28. Then answered one of the people.] That came 
with Saul to the pursuit. 

And said, Thy father charged the people with an oath, 
saying, Cursed be theman that eateth any food to-day. And 
the people were faint.] And yet forbore to take any refresh- 
ment, for fear of the curse. 

Ver. 29. Then said Jonathan^ My father hath troubled 
the land: see, I pray you, how mine eyes have been en- 
lightened, because I tasted a little of this honey.] Which did 
not cause so long a stay, as to hinder the pursuit of the 
enemy. . • • 

Ver. 30. How much more, if haply the people had eaten 
freely this day of the spoil of their enemies which they 
found ? for had there not been now a much greater slaughter 
among the Philistines?] They would have been able to 
pursue them more swiftly, and to have done greater execu- 
tion upon them, than they could when they .were faint. 
Thus men, by their rashness, hinder what they would have. 

Ver. 31. And- they smote the Philistines that day from 
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Michmash to Ajalon.] A city in the tribe of Dan, (Josh; xix. 
42.) which bordered upon the country- of the Philistines. ; 

And the people were very faint .] Otherwise they might 
have pursued further. 

Ver. 32. And the people flew upon the spoil.] Like a ra- 
venous bird, which wanted food. 

And took sheep, and oxen, and calves, and slexv them on 
the ground: and the people did eat them with the blood.'] 
Raw, or but half roasted or boiled, their hunger being so 
sharp, that it made them forget their duty. 

Ver. 33. Then they told Saul, saying, Behold, the people sin 
against the Lord, in that they eat with the blood.] All the 
people were not so profane, but only some part of them. 

And he said, Ye have transgressed: roll a great stone 
unto me.] Our learned Dr. Spencer thinks, they did not eat 
with theblood, as we translate it, but upon, or by thelilood; 
which was an idolatrous custom in the east, to invite the 
familiarity of demons, as -hath been noted on Lev. xix. 
26. And therefore Saul, to keep the people from thus de- 
filing themselves, commanded a great stone to be brought 
to him, that there they might kill their beasts at that one 
place, and then feed upon them. (See de Leg. et Hit. Hebr. 
p. 334.) But this doth not seem probable that they' should 
howpractise those idolatrous rites, when God had wrought 
such a wonderful deliverance for them ; and they were so 
impatient to" eat, that they had not time to think oC such 
ceremonies. * >;. 

Ver. 34. And Saul said, Disperse yourselves among the 
people.] He speaks unto his officers. 

And say nnto them, Bring me hither every man his ox, and 
every man 7iis sheep.] This is a sign they had* not all of- 
fended ; having not yet killed their beasts. 

And slay them here, and eat ; and sin not against the Lord 
in eating with the blood. And all the men brought every 
man his ox tvith.him that night, and slew them there.] As 
many as they had occasion to use. 

Ver. 25. And Saul built an altar unto the Lord.] To 
,offer sacrifices of peace-offerings, and give thanks to God 
for this great victory. Though others think ifwas-not for 
sacrifice, but only a monument of God's mercy, in this late 
deliverance. . ., , • 

The same was the first altar that he built unto the Lord.] 
In the Hebrew the words ar6 (as is observed in the margin 
of our Bibles), that altar he began to build unto the Lord; 
i. e. he laid the first stone himself. We read of his offering 
before in Gilgal ; but that, perhaps, was not upon an 
altar erected by himself, but was built before by others. 

Ver. 30. And Saul said, Let us go down after the Philis- 
tines by night, and spoil them until the morning, and let us 
-not leave a man of them.] Having thus refreshed them- 
selves, in the evening Saul propounded to them to renew 
the pursuit : hoping to cut off their whole army, when they 
werQ asleep in the night. f . \ . 

And they said, Do whatsoever seemeth good unto thee.] 
Their good success made them as forward, as before they 
were backward to follow him. 

Tfien said the priest, Let us draw near hither unto God.] 
It is likely he stood before the altar (if it were for sacrifice) 
and put them in mind, that it was dangerous to undertake 
any thing without God's advice : which he was there ready 
to ask for them : in the Targum it is, Let us inquire by the 
Word of the Lord* 



Ver. 37. And Saul asked counsel of God.] By urim and 
thummim. . . \ . . /" ; 

. Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver 
them into the hand of Israel?] Hitherto Saul had some 
goodness left in him : for he hearkened to the priest, when 
he admonished him of his duty, which he neglected. •, Trie 
Targum here again hath it, Saul asked by the Word of the 
Lord. : -' : 

But he answered him not that day.] Though perhaps the 
priest had often begged an answer, yet he received none, * 

Ver. 38. And Saul said, Draw near hither all the chief 
of the people; and see wherein this sin hath been this day.] 
He concluded some sin had provoked God, not to regard 
his supplication : which he desired might be found out and 
punished. •/ 

Ver. 39. For, as th& Lord liveth, that saveth Israel, though 
it be in Jonathan my son, he shall surely die. But there was 
not a man among the people that answered him.] Though 
many knew that Jonathan had transgressed his father's 
charge, (ver. 28.) yet none would discover it. , 

Ver. 40. Then said he unto all Israel, Be you on one 
side, and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side. 
And the people said, Do what seemeth good unto thee.] He 
had gained great authority among the people (it appears 
by this, and by ver. 3G.) since his wonderful success. 

Ver. 41. Therefore Saul said unto the Lord God oflsraeL 
Give a perfect lot. And Saul and Jonathan were taken ; 
and the people escaped] The word lot is not in the original, 
but only give perfect, that is, declare who is innocent. ' So 
the word give sometimes signifies to pronounce, (Deut. 
xiii. 1,2.) 

Ver. 42. And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jona- 
than my son. And Jonathan was taken.]- This looks like 
virtue in him, that, for. good example's sake, he would not 
exempt himself, though a king, from the same trial to which 
ho exposed all the people. 

Ver.- 48. Then said Saul to Jonathan, Tell me what thou 
hast done. And Jonathan told him, and said, I did but 
taste a little Jwney, that was in my hand, and, lo,I must 
die.] - This shews a very great mind, that he neither denied 
what he had done, nor excused it by his ignorance, nor 
refused to die : though he looked upon it as ycry hard. So 
Josephus represents it, Bvyevibg koI fieyaXotppovwc, &c. with 
a generous and great mind, he told his father the truth ; and 
desired not to be spared, (lib. vi. Antiq. cap. 7.) . 

Ver. 44. And Saul answered, God do so and more also ; 
for thou shalt surely die, Jonathan.] This' demonstrates 
Saul to have been of a rash and of a rigorous temper. 
With whom learned men are wont to compare Titus Man- 
lius; who caused his son's head to be cut off* for fighting 
the enemy, when he had- a fair advantage^* contrary to 
order, as A.Gellius tells us, (lib. ix. cap. 13.) But in this 
regard Saul was to be commended, as Josephus .also ob- 
serves, that he had a greater regard to his oath, than to his 
kindred and natural affection. 

Ver. 45. And the people said unto Saul, Shall Jonathan 
die, who hath wrought this great salvation in Israel? God 
forbid: as the Lord liveth, there shall not one hair of his 
head fall to the ground; fir he hath wrought with God this 
day. So the people rescued Jonathan, that he died not] 
They did not rescue him. by force and violence,, but by 
their petition to Saul, and the reason they gave for it.. Jo- 
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seplius saith, that " by their prayers and vows to God 
they delivered him :" who, perhaps, signified by the priest, 
that he approved the people's desire. They were too for- 
ward indeed to swear directly against Saul's oath: but of 
the two, his being the most rash, God was pleased to annul 
it, and absolve him from it. Thus Josephus understands 
it, They rescued him from the anger of his father, ka\ ivx&c 
VTrlprov vmvtaKov irotoyvrai rt$ Gctf, wc rov avrbv airoXvaai'TOv 
ajuapT/ijuaroc, and made their prayer to God for the young 
man, that he ivoutd loose him from his sin. 

How that phrase, not a hair of his head, &c. was used, 
appears from 2 Sam. xiv. 11. 1 Kings i. 51. 

Ver. 46. Then Saul went up from following the Philis- 
tines, and the Philistines went to their own country.] He 
pursued them no further, but let them go quietly to their 
own homes. 

Ver. 47. And Saul took the kingdom over Israel.'] Ruled 
with greater authority over his people after this victory : for 
the Philistines had enslaved them, (as I observed xiii. 2.) 
But by this deliverance they were freed from their yoke, 
and Saul recovered his kingdom. 

-And fought against all his enemies on every side.] He did 
not invade them (as may be gathered from the next verse), 
but repelled tbcm, and kept them within their own limits. 

Against Moab y and against the chldren of Ammon, and 
against Edom, and against the kings ofZobah, and against 
the Philistines.] These were the principal enemies where- 
with they were encompassed. And by the kings of Zobah 
are meant those that ruled in that part of Syria, which is 
.called Aram-Zobah > which' lay towards Euphrates : having 
that river for its eastern bounds, and Damascus and the 
.land of Canaan for its western. For it appears to be near 
to the Israelites, by the frequent wars which David and 
Solomon had with the kings of this country, (2 Sam. viii. 
3. x. 6. 2 Chron. vii. 3.)'arid the aid which the Syrians of 
Damascus sent them, (2 Sam. viii, 5.) and their flying 
thither when they were routed. (1 Kings xi. 24;) And the 
cities which Solomon built in the wilderness, (1 Kings ix. 
17, 18.) are said to be in Ha!math-Zobah, 2 Chron. viii. 34. 
which demonstrates it was upon the confines of Judea. 

And whithersoever he turned himself he vexed them.] He 
got the better of them. And in his days the Reuberiites 
also made war with the Hagarites, and possessed their 
land; till the time of the captivity, (1 Chron. v. 10. 18—20.) 

Ver. 48. And he gathered a host, and smote Amalek.] 
'Which war is at large described in the next chapter. 

And delivered Israel out of the hand of them that spoiled 
Viem.] The six forementioned nations. 

Ver. 49. And the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishui, and 
Melchi-shua,&c] These were only fit to accompany him in 
his wars, and upon that account are only mentioned here, 
'and xxxi. 2. though he had another son (Ish-bosheth), who 
is meutioned in 1 Chron. viii. 33. under the name of Esh- 
baal. 

Ver. 50. And the name of Saul's wife was Ahinoam, the 
.daughter of Ahimaaz ; and the name of the captain of his 
host was Abner, the son ofNer, Saul's uncle.] For Ner was 
brother to Saul's father, as the next verse tells* us. It 
seems tome observable, that we never read of more than 
one wife that §aul had, though David had many. It is pos- 
sible he did not think itprudent,in a new-erected kingdom, 
to follow the example of. the eastern kings in every thing. 



Ver.- 61. And Kish was the father of Saul; and Ner, he 
father of Abner, was the son of Abiel.] As Kish also was, 
(xi.l.) 

Ver. 52. And there was sore war against the Philistines 
all the days of Saul.] WI16 could not perfectly subduo 
them; as appears from their renewing the war, (chap, 
xvii. &c.) 

And tchen Saul saw any strong man, dr any valiant mdn.} 
Who behaved himself with vigour and courage in the wars. 

He took him unto him.] To be one of his guard, or 'to be 
preferred in the army. 



CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. ^SAMUEL also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me 
to anoint thee to be king over his people, over Israel: now 
therefore hedrken unto the voice of the words of the Lord.] 
Being so highly obliged to God, above all other men in the 
riation, it highly concerned him to bo very careful to ob- 
serve his commands; especially having lately been disobe- 
dient, (xiii. 13.) 

Ver. 2. Titus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that 
.which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in the 
way, when he came up from Egypt.] See my notes upon 
Deut. xxv. 17, 18. 

Ver. 3. Now go, and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy 
all that they have, and spare them not; but stay both man 
and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and 
ass.] This heavy sentence was pronounced against them 
long ago, (Exod. xvii. 14.) and renewed at their entrance 
into Canaan, with a charge not to forget it, (Deut. xxv.19.) 
land now ordered to be put in execution. 

; Ver. 4. And Saul gathered the people together, and num- 
bered them in Teldim, two hundred thousand footmen, and 
ten thousand men of Judah.] The word Telaim signifying 
lambs (which it is likely were very plentiful in this place), 
the Targum translates it, he numbered them by pasclial 
lambs: as if the Passover 'was kept at this time. And so 
Rasi fancies that it being unlawful to number the people, 
he commanded every man to take a lamb out of the flock, 
and numbered them. But David Kimchi, and others, take 
this as we do, f for the name of a place called Telem, in the 
tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 24.) For there is no place men- 
tioned in Scripture called Telaim; nor any so near it in 
sound as this. (See Seldcn, lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 11. n. 5. 
and'Bochart's Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43.) I have 
often observed that their armies consisted of footmen, they 
having no horses in Judea. And in two regards they were 
more useful than horsemen, as Vegetius observes, (lib.ii. de 
Re Militari, cap. 1.) first, because "possunt ubiquepro- 
desse," they may be serviceable every where, which horse- 
men cannot. And, secondly, a 'great number of them, 
" sumptu et cxpensa minore nutritur," is maintained at 
less expense and charge. 

Ver. 5. And Saul came to a city of Amalek.] To the 
metropolis of the kingdom, whose name, perhaps, was Ama- 
lek. For so the words rriay^ be understood, he came to tlie 
city Amalek. 

And laid wait in the Valley.'] Or fought them in the val- 
ley, as we translate it in the margin : for they camo out to 
give him battle. 
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Ver/6. And Saul said to the Kenites.] Who were of the 
posterity of Jethro: some of which were of the tribe of 
Judah, others in Naphtali ; and some, it seems, dwelt 
among the Amalekites in the rocky part of that country, 
(Numb. xxiv. 21.) .* : 

Go, depart, get ye down.'] For they dwelt on high. 

From among the Amalekites, lest I destroy yoii with 
them.] For some of the Amalekites, it is likely, would flee 
to them for shelter. 

For you shewed kindness, to the children of Israel when 
they came out of Egypt.] Some of their ancestors did, which 
the Israelites did not forget, (Exod. xviii. 12. Numb. x. 31.) 

And the Kenites departed from among the Amalekites.'] 
And went, it is likely, into the land of Judah. 

Ver. 7. And Saul smote the Amalekites from Havilah until 
thou comest to Shur, that is over against Egypt.] That is, 
their whole country, of .which this was the extent; from 
Havilah in the north-east, to Shur in the south-west. These 
two, Havilah and Shur, are constantly opposed, as the 
most opposite terms of Arabia, as Bochartus hath ob- 
served, in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 6. 

Ver. 8. And Saul took Agag the king of the Amalekites \ 
alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of 
the stvord.'] That is, all that could be met with :. but some 
fled, no doubt, as soon as, they saw him victorious ; and. 
saved themselves in other countries. Accordingly we read 
of good numbers of this people afterward. 

Ver. 9. But Saul and the people spared Agag.] Whoso- 
ever proposed it, they all agreed in it, not to kill Agag : 
and Saul, it is most likely, was the chief author of this, 
counsel. Who, Sav/tacraQ to kcJAAoc kcu to fily&oc tov <tw- 
fiarog (as Josephus speaks), being struck with admiration 
of him as a very goodly and proper person, thought fit to, 
save him. Not following herein the command of God, 
but his own private fancy and affection, (lib. vi. Antiq. 
cap. 8.) Others think he intended to lead him in triumph. 
(See ver. 12.) 

And the best of the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the fat* 
lings, and of the lambs.'] Interpreters wonderfully vary 
about the sense of the word hamisnim, which we translate 
fallings : as may be seen in Bochartus's Hierozoicon, par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 43. fol. 430. where he shews it signifies cattle 
in their full strength. 

All that was good.] Of their household goods (I sup- 
pose), apparel, and such-like things. 

And would not utterly destroy them.] As they had been 
commanded by God ; but took them as a prey unto them- 
selves. 

But every thing that was vile and refuse, that destroyed 
they utterly.] All that was not worth the keeping. Which 
is a wonderful instance of the baseness of human na- 
ture, when governed by covetousness, or any such-like 
affection. 

Ver. 10. Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel* 
saying.] Immediately before Saul returned from his expe- 
dition. 

Ver. 11. It repenteth me that I have set np Saul to be 
king.] Whom he resolved now to throw down from his 
throne. (See ver. 29.) For repentance in God, imports 
only the will of a change, and not of .every change, but of 
the Divine sentence pronounced, which the Scripture calls 
repentance. So Procopius Gazzcus> " Pcenitentia Dei, 



est dispensationis ipsius mutatio," God's repentance is the 
change of his own dispensation. 

For he is turned back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commandment. Andit grieved Samuel; and 
he cried unto the Lord all night.] Beseeching him to par- 
don Saul. 

Ver. 12. And when Samuel rose up early to meet Saul in 
the morning, it was told Samuel, saying, Saul came to Car- 
mel.] A city in the mountains of the tribe of Judah, where* 
Nabal dwelt, who is called the Carmelite, xxvii. 3. (See 
Josh. xv. 55.) 

And, behold, he set him up a place.] Either for the divid- 
ing of the spoil, as the Targum understands it ; or mark- 
ing out a camp, as Kimchi; or he erected a triumphal 
arch, as St. Jerome: having brought Agag with him, to 
make his triumph greater. Which arch, it may be thought, 
was in the form of a hand: for in the Hebrew the word' 
we translate place is jad, which signifies a hand. Or, as 
Rasi will have it, he here built an altar: which Elijah in 
future times repaired, (1 Kings xviii. 30.) But this is a 
very gross mistake : for this Carmel was very remote from 
that mount which Elijah frequented, as Bochartus hath 
observed, (par. i. Hieroz. lib. ii. cap. 48.) It maybe rather 
thought, to be some building erected in the form before- 
mentioned, to. signify that they overcame the Amalekites 
with a strong hand. 

,, Andis gone about, and passed on, and -gone down to Gil- 
gal.] In, a long pomp, I suppose, as a mighty^ conqueror. 
. Ver. 13. And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul said to 
him, Blessed be thou of the Lord.] A form of salutation, 
wishing him all happiness from God: who had ordered 
him to undertake such a piece of service, -as he had done- 
him. 

I have performed the commandment of the Lord.] He was 
so insensible of any fault he had committed, that he boasts; 
of his performance. 

Ver. 14. And Samuel said, What means then this bleats 
ing of the sheep, &c] Which he had commanded him utterly, 
to destroy, (ver. 3.) 

Ver, 15. And Saul said, They have brought them from 
the Amalekites.] He lays the blame upon. the people, when 
it is evident he himself was principally in faul£, (ver. 9.) 

And the people spared the best of the sheep and of the 
oxen to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God; and the rest we,' 
have utterly destroyed.] This was a plausible pretence, it " 
being the custom all the world over, to give part of thcir^ 
spoils in war unto their gods; if. there had not been an 
express, command for destroying every thing in this war: 
so that nothing should be spared, cither for himself, or for*, 
them. 

Ver. 16. And Samuel said unto Saul, Stay.] This sounds 
as if Saul was going away : being abundantly, satisfied in * 
his noble achievements. 

And I will tell thee what the Lord hath said unto me this 
night.] When he cried to him without ceasing, (ver. 11.) , 
Though Samuel was a prophet, saith Procopius Gazaeus, 
yet speaking to a king, he begs leave he may do it-freely. : 

And he said, Say on.] He hoped, it is likely, to hear him- - 
self commended for his piety. 

Ver. 17. .Then Samuel said unto Said, JVhen thotiwast 
little in thy own sight, wast thou not made the headofthe. 
tribes of Israel, and, the I&rd ^anointed thee king over Is? 
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rael?] It is of great use for men to remember what they 
were: as Placilla the wife of Theodosius (Strigelius here 
observes) said to her husband, 'Atf <tc vpwriiKtt Aoyf&aSa/, 
tI ulv IjaSa 7rakat, tI ll yiyovdg vvv, &c. It behoves thee 
. always to think ivhat thou tvast heretofore, and ivhat thou 
art now. For calling these things to mind, thou wilt not be 
ungrateful to thy benefactor: but govern the kingdom thou 
hast received according to the laws; and by that means 
honour him that bestowed it upon thee* 

Ver. 18. And the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said. 
Go and utterly destroy the sinners the Amakelites.]- He 
was employed in a very honourable expedition, to destroy 
the declared enemies of the Lord. 

; Ver. 19. Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of 
the Lord, but didst flee upon the spoil.] With great greedi- 
ness, as a hungry bird or beast doth upon his prey. 

And didst evil in the sight of the Lord?] The command 
was as plain as words could make it: so that there was no 
reason but his own base covetousness, why it was not 
obeyed. 

r Ver. 20. And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed 
the voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the Lord 
sent vie, and have brought Agag the king of the Amalekites, 
and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.'] A strange stu- 
pidity ! to imagine such a partial obedience could be 
pleasing unto God. 

Ver. 21. But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, 
the chief things that should have been utterly destroyed, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal.] This was a mean 
tiling, to throw all.the blame on the people, whom he should 
have governed better: and it was worst of all, to let them 
pretend religion for their disobedience. 

Ver. 22. And Samuel said, Uath the Lord as great de- 
light in burnt-offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice 
of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams.] This most Divine admoni- 
tion is inculcated by all following inspired writers, David, 
Solomon, and the prophets. (See Psal. 1. 13, 14. li. 16,17/ 
Eccles. v. 1. Isa. i. 11, 12, &c. Ixvi. 3. Jcr. vii. 21, 22, &c. 
llos. vi. 6. Micah vi. 6 — 8. Zach. viii. 16.) And some of 
the heathen have said excellent things to this purpose. 

Ver. 23. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft.] Or,* 
following after divination: which is opposed to prophecy, 
as idols are to God. 

* And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.] The words 
itven and teraphim signify all manner of idolatry. From" 
\vhich though Saul w r as free, yet his obstinate disobedience 
made him liable to such punishment as idolaters deserved.' 
For as they were to be cut off, so ho was to be dethroned, 
as it here follows. 

*• Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he also 
hath rejected thee from being king.] As idolaters were to 
lose their lives, so he and his posterity lost the kingdom. 
And it is observable, that he was at last slain by the hand 
of an Amalekite, (2 Sam. i. 8.) 

• Ver. 24. And Saul said zmto Samuel, I have sinned: for t 
have transgressed the commandment of the Lord,' and thy. 
word; because I feared the people, and obeyed their voice.] 
It is not certain whether he led the people into this sin, or 

. they led him. Hook upon this only as an excuse (he having 
ho reason to fear the people, who were all at his command), 
and that he was not yet thoroughly sensible of his guilt. 



Ver. 25. Now therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin.] By 
deprecating God's displeasure. 

And turn again with me.] To Gilgal ; from whence ho. 
came forth to meet Samuel. 

That I may worship the Lord.] And by Samuel's prayers 
obtain- a pardon. 

*■ Ver. 26. And Samuel said nnto Saul, I will not return 
with thee : for thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, and 
the Lord hath rejected thee from being king over Israel.] 
The prophet looked upon God's, sentence as peremptory ; 
and therefore peremptorily denied his request. 
" Ver. 27. And as Samuel turned about to go away, he laid 
hold upon the skirt of his mantle.] It was a four-square gar- 
ment covering the breast and the back; knit at the shoulder, 
but open on the sides, as Jo. Braunius hath shewn, lib. ii. 
do Vcstitu Sacerd. Hebr. cap. 5. n. 8. On this Saul laid 
hold, that he might stop Samuel from going away. . 

And it rent.] A sign the motion of Samuel was violent; 
he being full of indignation against Saul. 

Ver. 28. And Samuel said, The Lord hath rent the king- 
dom of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it, to a 
' neighbour of thine, that is better than thou.] That casual 
rent, he took to be an apt representation of his destiny. , > 

Ver. 29.- And also the Strength of Israel.] The word we 
translate Strength imports victory (as is observed in the 
margin), and therefore these words should be translated, 
He that gives victory, and disposes kingdoms, or the tri- 
umphant King of Israel. « , 
• Will not lie, nor repent : for he is not a man, that he 
should repent J] Sometimes, God js said to repent of the r 
evil, i* e. to alter his intentions of inflicting punishment. 
But in this case there was no room for it, because of the t 
oath of God, that Amalek should be cut off. This made 
Saul's sin unpardonable ; it being of the like nature (to use 
the words of Dr. Jackson) as if a judge or inferior . magis- 
trate, being entrusted to do justice in a matter, unto which 
his sovereign lord had peremptorily and dcterminately 
sworn, should upon a bribe, or other sinister respect, neg- 
lect his duty, and (as much as in him lay) make his master 
forsworn. For an inferior judge to do this, deserves more 
bodily deaths than one. And therefore though God did 
repent that he had made Saul king (for he had the kingdom 
only by mere promise, not by a promise confirmed by ah 
oath), yet he would not repent his deposition, nor reverse 
the sentence against him ; because, by his preposterous in- 
dulgence unto Amalek (God's sworn enemy), he did by this 
fact incur the sentence of deposition by oath. . * , 

Ver. 30. And he said, I have sinned.] Now he makes a 
downright acknowledgment, of his guilt; without any al T 
leviations of it, from the fear he was in of the people, or 
any other thing, (ver. 24.) 

Yet honour me, I pray thee, before my people, and before 
Israel.] He submitted to the sentence, and only desired 
while he was king he might not lose his honour with those 
that waited on him, and with the rest of his subjects. 

And turn again with me, that I may worship the Lord 
thy God.] He speaks as if he thought, that, unless it were 
for Samuel's sake, he was afraid God would not" regard 
him. ! , 

Ver. 31. And, Samuel turned again with Saul.] He said 
before he would not: (ver! 26.) but upon his importunity 
(and ordered perhaps by God), he altered his mind. For 
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he spake before only his present thoughts, which upon 
further reason he' might change. '.; 

And Saul -worshipped the Lord.] In the company of 
Samuel, that the people might not despise his authority 
while he held it. 

Ver. 32. Then said Samuel, Bring ye hither unto me 
Agag the king of the Amalekites.] This he spake to the 
people, in the presence of Saul, that he might see what he 
ought to have done himself. 

And Agag came unto him delicately.] Or, walking in 
st&e; for thotigh he was at the point of death, saith 
*Kimchi, he could not forbear to' come to Samuel in a 
haughty manner: but this word seems to relate to softness, 
rather than pride; and signifies that he came to him with a 
soft pace, treading gingerly (as we speak) after a nice and 
delicate manner. " ' * 

And Agag said, Surely the bitterness of death is past.] 
Being spared by Saul and his soldiers, he feared no hurt 
from a prophet. . ' . 

Ver. 33. And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made 
women childless, so shall thy mother be childless among 
women.] This shews he had been a bloody tyrant, and was 
now cut oft', not merely for the sins of his ancestors four 
hundred years ago, but for his own merciless cruelty. 

And Samuel hewed Agag to pieces.] He commanded it to 
be done by the public executioner of justice: or, perhaps, 
*did it himself. "(See Judg. viii. 20.) This doth not prove 
that Samuel continued a judge "after Saul was anointed": 
but he was authorized to do this by a special command 
from God. 

Before the Lord in GilgaL] For here they had been 
.praying, and offering sacrifice: and God was present in all 
the great assemblies of his people. (See Judg. xx. 1.) . 

Ver. 34. Then Samuel went to Ramah.] Where he com- 
.monly lived, (vii. ult.) : 

* And Saul icent up to his house in Gibeah of Saul.] Which 
was the place of his birth, and constant abode, (x. 2G. 
xiv.2.) 

Ver. 35. And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the 
day of his death.] He was wont, it is likely, to make him 
frequent visits: but now he forsook him, as a man aban- 
doned by God.' ' r . 

• Nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul.] Yet he had still 
: so much love to him, or to his country, as to lament the 

sad condition into which he was fallen. 

And the Lord repented that he had made Saul king over 
Israel.] In testimony whereof he utterly cast him off; and 
all Samuel's tears could not procure a reversal of the sen- 
tence pronounced against him, • 



CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. joiND the Lord said unto Samuel, How long wilt 
thou mourn for Said, seeing I Iiave rejected him from being 
king over Israel?^ Since God had told him so plainly, and 
positively, that the sentence against him was irreversible, 
it was in vain to mourn and to pray (as some. think he did) 
for his restitution to God's favour. 

Fill thy horn with oil, and go to Jesse the Beth-lehemite: for 
I have provided me a king among his sons.] It might increase 
his sorrow, perhaps, to think that if Saul should die *sud- 

vol. ii. - • *' 



denly, there was none yet. appointed by. God to succeed 
him. Which might be one reason why now God declared 
his pleasure about that matter. 

Ver. 2. And Samuel said, How can I go?] That is, with 
safety. ■ , * ' '. 

If Saul hear it, he ivill kill me.] For he was enraged at the 
sentence passed upon him, though at that present he seemed, 
to submit.unto it. '*'* . r 

And the Lord said, Take an heifer with thee, and say, lam 
come to sacrifice unto the -Lord.] Which he, being apro- 
phet, might do anywhere : all the ritual lawsbeing subject 
to the prophets. • .,„.<-• ' . I I. 

Ver. 3. Andcall Jesse to the sacrifice.] To an eucharisti- 
cal feast upon the sacrifice: unto which they might invite f 
their neighbours and friends. 

And I will shew thee what thou shalt do; and thou shalt 
anohit him whom I will name unto thee.]*Go& promises to 
direct him so to manage the business, that he should come 
into no danger. From whence it may be gathered, that it 
was not the holy oil wherewith he anointed him, for that 
was kept in the sanctuary: unto which place he could not 
have gone to fetch it, but it would have been known, and 
raised suspicions of what he was going to do. (See Fort. 
Scacchus, in his Myrothecium, lib.iii. cap. 46.) 
, Ver. 4. And Samuel did that which the Lord spake.] Took 
a horn of oil, and an heifer. 

And came to Beth-lehem : and the elders of the town trem- 
bled at his coming.] They went out, I suppose, to meet hinr; 
but trembled when they saw him. ., > 

And said, Comest thou peaceably?] They-w;ere afraid y 
that he came to reprove them for some sin that was. in their 
city ; or that'hc fled to thcnl for security against SauTs an- 
g6r, which might bring them into danger. 
. Ver. 5. And he said, Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice 
unto the Lord.] That was one intention of his coming ; and 
though there was another (to anoint David) he was not 
bound to declare it : for where there are two ends .of any 
action, one may without any injury to truth declare the one, 
and conceal the other. As Moses did, when he told Pha- 
raoh they "must go and sacrifice to God in the wilderness ; 
but suppressed their intention to march to the land of Ca- 
naan. 

Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.]. 
See upon Exod. xix. 10. 

And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them- to 
the sacrifice.] It is likely Jesse might be an elder ; but if he; 
\werc; his sons were not: but he gave them a particular in- 
vitation, and took care they should come prepared. Samuel 
was not a priest', but being a prophet he had authority from 
God, in extraordinary cases, to perform theofficc of a pries*; 
in offeringsacrifice. 

Ver. 6. Audit came to pass, when tliey were come.] After 

* the sacrifice was over, while they were making ready the 

feast, that was to follow upon it, Samuel took Jesse pri- 

. vatcly into a room, and there, it is likely, acquainted hini 

with his commission: whereupon he called for his eldest 

.son to come to him. *: 

That he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the anointed of , 
. the Lord is before me.] Beholding a goodly person, hand- 
-some and tall (as appears by the following verse), he con- 
: eluded within himself, that this was the person God de- 



signed for his anointed, 
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Ver. 7. And the Lord Said unto Samuel.] By a secret, in- 
ward suggestion. 

Look not on his countenance, nor on the height of his sta- 
ture; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not 
as man seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart.] All have not a noble 
spirit, who have a noble aspect; as appeared by Saul. 
Which should have made Samuel not conclude so hastily, 
from a goodly appearance. 

Ver. 8. Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel.'] That he might have a full view of him. 

And he said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this.] God had 
suggested to hirii, *ts hie did concerning the former, that he 
did not approve him. 

Ver. 9. Then Jesse made Shatnmah to pass by. And he 
said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this.] He is called Shi- 
meah, 2 Sam. xiii.3. and Shimma, 1 Chron. ii. 13. 

Ver. 10. Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel.} Not all at once ; but seven in all, one after an- 
other in order; David hieing the eighth; 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath not chosen 
these.] Thefcc words shew that he had acquainted Jesse 
with his business : but these four of his sons, among whom 
he was to anoint one to be king, were no more qualified 
for it, than the thrjfce first: for he had eight sons in all, 
(xvii. 12.) 

Ver. 11. And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy 
children? And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest; 
and, behold, he keeps the sheep.] And so was not at home. 
The most excellent commanders were anciently taken 
from the plough, or from feeding sheep, as Pliny observes, 
lib. xviii. *Nat. Hist. cap. 5. " Fortissimi viri, et milites 
slrenuissimi ex agricolis gignuntur." And so Vegetius, 
lib. i. cap. 3. de Tie Militari, discusses this point, whether 
the best soldiers came out of the city or country: and re- 
solves, " aptiorem armis rusticam plebem," &c. that the 
country people are most fit for arms; who live in the open 
air, and arc bred up to labour, and endure heat, and neg- 
lect the shade; being unacquainted with baths, ignorant of 
delights, of a simple mind, contented with a little; having 
their bodies hardened to the enduring all labour; who are 
used by the country life to carry burdens, dig trenches, 
tind such-like labour. And therefore he concludes, that 
the strength of an army is to be supplied but of the field, 
for so it is, that the less men arc acquainted with the de- 
lights of life, the less they fear death. Moses was thus bred 
a long time in the service of Jethro: and Saul looked after 
his father's cattle. 

And Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him: for we 
will not sit down till he come hither.] By this it appears, all 
this was transacted between the sacrifice and the dressing 
of the feast upon it. 

Ver. 12. And he sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy.] His hair was red, which in ancient times was ac- 
counted beautiful, as Bochartus observes from this place. 
With which agree the words of Festus, who having said that 
rutilus signifies red, adds, " cujus coloris studiosae etiam 
antiquae inulicfes erant;" of which colour women also 
were studious in ancient times. (Sec Hierozoicon, par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 34.) But it niust be confessed, that the He- 
brew word admoni Aoih not signify onlyretf, biit also bright 
and shining; as Bochartus himself acknowledges those 



words, Lament, iv. 7. arc to be understood, where he saith 
of the Nazaritcs, ademu azem mippinim, they were more 
shining in body than pearls. And I think these words are 
so to be interpreted concerning David, that he had a clear 
complexion; or was very fair (as we speak) and lovely. 

And withal of a beautiful countenance.] Or, had heauti- 
fuleyes, as the words are in the Hebrew, " Oculisspcculis 
ctliberalibus/' as Conradus Pellicanus here glosses. 

And goodly to look to.] Of a pleasant aspect; full of 
sweetness and clemency, as the same author understands 
it. All this is said to signify that he was a goodly person, 
and had greatness in his countenance. 

And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for this is he.] The 
Jews observe upon these words, that it was necessary td 
anoint the first of a family, that was advanced to the king- 
dom; but it was not necessary to anoint his children that 
Succeeded him: unless upon occasion of a dispute, by a 
contrary faction* (Sec Scldcn, de Success, in Pontificat. 
lib. ii. cap. 9.) 

Ver. 13. Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him.] He did not hereby invest him actually with the kingly 
powfcr: but this anointing was only a designation of him to 
succeed Saul after his death. So David always under- 
stood it; looking upon Saul as the Lord's anointed as long 
as he lived; that is, as the king of Israel. (See Judg.ix.S.) 

In the midst of his brethren.] It had better have been 
translated, from the midst of his brethren; that is, he singled 
hira ont from the rest, and privately anointed him. For it 
is manifest by what is said before, that Samuel was afraid 
to have it known, and therefore did not anoint him publicly 
in the midst of his brethren. And by Eliab's treatment of 
David after this, (xvii. 28.) it plainly enough appears he did 
not know him to be the king elect of God's people. 

The Jews in Seder Olam Rabba (cap. 13.) say, David 
was twenty-nine years old when he was anointed : which 
certainly is false, if it be understood of this first unction by 
Samuel (whereby God elected him, as in the two following 
Judah and Israel received him for their king); for after 
Saul's death he reigned forty years, and lived till he was 
seventy. So that he was thirty years old when he began to 
reign : part of which time he spent in the service of Saul ; 
and after that was sorely persecuted by him. How long 
that persecution lasted is uncertain : but it continued so 
long, that it makes the opinion of Abarbinel probable, that 
David could not be above twenty years old, if so much, 
when Samuel anointed him. 

And the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that 
day forward.] A spirit of prudence to behave himself 
wisely upon all occasions ; with a spirit of courage, so that 
he durst grapple with a lion and a bear: and the spirit of 
prophecy, in which he was very eminent afterward. In 
short, a spirit fit for a prince. 

And Samuel went up, and went to Ramah.] Having no 
farther commission from God at Beth-lehem. 

Ver. 14. But the Spirit oftlieLord departed from Saul.] 
Which came upon him when he was first made king, and 
continued with him till this time; (x. 11. xi. 6.) yet he did 
not lose his courage, but his prudence and skill in go- 
vernment. 

And an evil spirit from^the Lord troubled him.] He grew 
>mclancholy, timorous, and suspicious : so thathc started 
where 'there was no danger, as the Hebrew word^cems to 
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import; and thereby became -very *mfit for business, being 
sometimes furious and distracted; always full of anxiety 
and solicitude of mind : sighing and trembling like a man 
in the dark, as Abarbinel explains it- For his blood' and 
spirits were thick and heavy, having lost their usual purity 
$nd splendour. 

Ver. 15. And SauVs servants said unto him, Behold, an 
evil spirit from God troubleth tliee.] His courtiers could not 
but observe a strange disturbance in him: which they 
looked upon as so unusual, that they ascribed it to the 
band of God. 

Ver. 1G. Let our lord now command thy servants, that are 
before thee, to seek out a man who is a cunning player upon the 
Mrp.] An instrument alwayshighly esteemed; as those were 
who could play well upon it. It is called cinnor in the He- 
brew, from whence, no doubt, the Greek Ktvvvpa is derived. 

And it sltall come to pass, that when the evil spirit from 
God is upon thee.] When a melancholy fit seized him. 

That he shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well.] 
It being a bodily disease, they hoped by this means he might 
receive some relief: and, perhaps, they had seen some ex- 
periment made of it upon men in the like condition; for 
music wonderfully alters the spirits, and consequently the 
tyood : and hath a peculiar virtue in it to cheer and delight 
those that are sad, and compose those that are furious, as 
Saul sometimes was. 

Ver. 17. And Saul said unto his servants, Provide me now 
one that can play well, and bring him to me.] For none 
durst deny his attendances him, as Samuel had described 
the manner of the kingdom, (viii.ll, 12, &c.) 

Ver. 18. Thai answered one of the servants, and said, 
Behold, I have seen the son of Jesse the Beth-leliemite, that is 
cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man 
of war, and prudent in matters, and a comely person.] It is 
likely this was some friend or acquaintance of David's, 
who had a mind to bring him to court: and therefore rec- 
kons up all his good qualities, as well as his skill in music; 
together with his success in all affairs. Which though he 
managed with great prudence, yet he could not have been 
so constantly prosperous if God had not blessed him. 

• Ver. 19. Wherefore Saul sent messengers unto Jesse, say* 
ing, Send me David thy son, which is with the slieep.] This 
message, it is likely, might possess Jesse with some fear 
that the secret was discovered. 

Ver. 20. And Jesse took an ass laden with bread, and a 
bottle of wine, and a kid, and sent* them by David his son 
unto Saul.] But by this present He hoped to ingratiate his 
son in his princely favour. The word laden is not in the 
Hebrew, but only an ass of bread. Which is a phrase used 
in other authors, as Bochartus hath observed out of 
Athenacus: who mentions this phrase in Sosibius, apruv 
rpug ovovg Kav%r\\ivovQ, three great asses of loaves, (Hiero- 
zoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34.) 

Ver. 21. And David came to Saul, and stood before Mm*] 
Ministered unto him among the rest of his servants. 

And he loved him greatly; and he made him his armour- 
bearer.] Which was an honourable preferment. 

Ver.22. And Saulsent to Jesse, saying, Let David, Ipray 
thee, stand beforeme; for he hath found favour in my sight.] 
This was an extraordinary token of his. kindness, that he 
would not keep his son to wait upon him without his con- 
sent. 



Ver. 23. And it came to pflss, when the evil spirit from the 
Lord was upon Saul, that David took a harp, and played 
with his hand.} J osephus seems to have thought that he 
also sung hymns and psalms to the harp; for his words are, 
(lib. vi. Antiq. cap. 9.) Afywy te tovq vfjivovg k<x\ ipaX^w ev ry 
Ktvvipq, &c. But the illustrious Spanheim shew? that the 
word ipaXubg is often used for the sound of the harp.. So 
the scholiast upon Aristophanes's Aves, ^aX/xbc tcvplmg 6 
i% K&apag %x°G' (See his observation, on Calliraachus's 
hymn in Apollinem, ver. 12.) Arid so Nero truly said, 
(which Tacitus mentions in his Annals, lib. xiv. cap. 14.) 
" Antiqui duces cithara cecinerunt," the ancient great com- 
manderssang to the harp. So Cornelius Nepos reports of 
Epaminondas, that he was an excellent musician. 
, And Saul was refreshed, and was well.] All authors are 
full of the power of music, -both to stir up passions, and 
to allay them ; according to the several kinds of it* A the- 
nars (lib. xiv.) praises it for the virtue that is in it,,Kat ra 
r}%t} iraideveiv, teal rovg Svpoeideig Kai rag yvwfiag dia<p6povg icara- 
itpavvuv, to regulate men's manners, and to allay and soften 
those that are furious, and disturbed in their minds. Such 
songs Aristotle calls u£kr\ KaSapicriKa, purgative songs ; apt 
to cleanse the mind from turbid motions, (lib. viii. Polit.) 
See Gerh. Vossius concerning this in his book de Artibus 
Popularibus, cap. 3. sect. 13. where he shews how diseases 
pf the body have been cured by music, as well as of the 
jnind: and sect. 45,46. he shews the power of it over brute 
creatures. Bochartus also enumerates many famous artists 
among ( the ancients, besides Orpheus and Amphion (whose 
history is dressed up fabulously), that arc celebrated, not 
by poets, but by good historians, for their wonderful skill 
in moving men's passions by music. (Hierozoicon, par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 44. p. 461, &c.) And long before these, the great 
Erasmus hath observed the force of music in curing dis- 
eases, and quite altering the passions of men's minds, in 
his preface to Arnobius upon the Psalms. Which may be 
found among his epistles, lib. xxviii. p. 1G55. 

And the evil spirit departed from him.] For a time; there 
being lucid intervals in sych distempers as his was; which 
frequently returned again. 



. CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. ^iND the Philistines gathered their armies to- 
gether unto battle.'] In what year of Saul's reign this .was, 
we are not; told : but J osephus thinks it .was ;not long, after 
the things related ill the foregoing chapter. For so his 
•words are, xpovotg dl vartgov ov 7roAAote, not many years 
after, &c. For. the Philistines having received a great de- 
feat (chap, xiv.) resolved to be revenged, and thought they 
had a fair opportunity, when they heard that §aul was dis- 
tracted. 

And were gathered together at Shochoh which belongeth 
to Judah, and pitched between Shochoh and Azekah, in 
Ephes-dammim*] See Josh. xv. 35. By this it appears, that 
the Philistines invaded the country of the Israelites, and 
possessed themselves of some parts of it. That place here 
called Ephes-dammim, by taking away the letter aleph, is 
called Pas-dammim, 1 Chron. xi. 13. 

Vor. 2. And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered 
together, and pitched by the valley qfElah.] A place, I sup- 
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pose, in the same tribe, for their armies were not far one 
from anothfer. 

And set the battle in array against the Philistines.] As 
ready, and desirous to fight them. 

^Ver. 3. And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the 
one side, and the Israelites on a mountain on the other side: 
and thete was a valley between them**] After they had faced 
one another some time, and neither side thought fit to 
engage and begin to fight, they drew up their armies upon 
two opposite mountains, which were parted by a valley. 

Ver. 4. And there ivent oxit a champion out of the camp 
of the Philistines, named Goliath ofGath.] For to this city 
"the Anakims fled when Joshua rooted them out of the land 
of Canaan; (Josh. xi. 22, 23.) And here they propagated a 
race of giants'; that is, people of great stature and strength. 

Whose height iva's six dibits anda span.] A great number 
of "authors write of such men of vast stature in ancient 
times. ■ See Magius de Gigantibus, and Casp. Schottus; 
but especially Hermanrius Conringius, in his book de An- 
tiquo Statu Holmstadii, and in another book, de Habitu 
Corporum Germanorum ; where he shews the ancient Ger- 
mans were <rf a vast size, as Caesar relates in his book'de 
Bello Gal. where he calls them " immani corporum magni- 
tudine'homines," men of a huge greatness of body. And 
Pomponius Mela and others say the same. In short, they 
were generally seven feet high. And now at this day, there 
is a whole nation on the north side of the strait of Magellan, 
<€ immani corporum vastitate," as he there observes, p. 37. 

Ver. 5. And he had a helmet of brass upon his head; and 
he'was armed with a coat of mail.] With plates of brass^ 
laid one upon another like fishes' scales. , So Bochartus, 
in liis Phaleg. lib. iii. cap. 13. 

And the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of 
•6nz$$.]'This shews he was a man of vast strength: who 
was able to* walk and to fight with such prodigious armour: 
which was" impenetrable. Yet this is not to be understood, 
as Fortunatus Scacchus thinks, as if the coat weighed so 
'Much, for it would have been insupportable ; but that it 
'cost 'so much, or was valued at five thousand shekels of 
brass, (Myrothec. vol. ii. p. 33.) 

Ver. 6. And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a 
target of brass between his shoulders,] That he might be no 
where vulnerable. For the. target defended his neck as 
w T ell as his shoulders. * 

Ven 71 And the staff of his spear ivas like a weaver's 
beam; and his spear's head weighed six hundred shekels 6f 
iroft.] This was one of his offensive weapons: by which 
the largeness of his sword may be measured.' '■ 

And one bearing a shield went before him.] Which was 
proportionable, no doubt, to his bulk: and was carried 
before him* when he made his challenge, .for the greater 
state's sake'; but/ when he fought, I suppose, was used by 
himself. 

Ver. 8. AndJie stood and cried unto the armies of Israel] 
They were divided, it seems, into several bodies, called 
here armies: and they could hear one another from the 
mountains on which they were encamped ; and Goliath 
came dowri into the valley, and there challenged any body 
to come and fight with him in the sight of both armies. 

Why are ye come out to set your battle in array?] He 
charges them with presumption/ in offering to make war 
with the Philistines, whq were so much superior to them. 



Am not I a Philistine, andyou servants of Saul?] Who- 
doubted of this, that he was a Philistine, and they Saul's 
subjects? The meaning thereof is, as Abarbinel explains 
it, that he was one of the lords of the Philistines, a chief- 
ruler in Gath, subject to none; and yet would condescend 
to fight with any of Saul's servants: who, in comparison 
with him, ho looked upon as no better than slaves. The 
Targum will have it, that he brags of his great deeds: par- 
ticularly that he had killed Hophni and Phinehas with his 
own hand, and taken the ark of God captive; and there- 
fore wonders at their presumption, that they should come- 
to fight with those who had gained such victories over 
them. Which is not likely, for they had since that been* 
beaten twice by the Israelites. 

Choose you a man for you, and let him come doivn to me.J 
He'propouhds the deciding of their "quarrel by a single 
combat: which seems to have been done out of a bravado, 
rather than from any examples of those ancient tiines,o£ 
ending quarrels in this manner: for though it looks like a 
charitable design to prevent much bloodshed ; yet no nation 
sure was willing to venture its whole well-being upon one 
single man's good success. AVe Tead, indeed, as I observed" 
uponxiv.10. of two or. three single combats, before the ar- 
mies of the two nations crigaged," but they wero not intended 
to be'decisive of the quarrel between them. This therefore* 
was, as I said before, a high rant of Goliath's, proceeding 
from the high opinion he had of his matchless strength : 
which made him brag, .as if he was the support of the" 
whole nation : which must stand or fall together with him.' 

Ver. 9. If he be able to fight with me and kill me, then 
will we be your servants ; but if I prevail against him, and 
kill him, then shall ye be bur servants, and serve us.] These 
conditions were never accepted, though Saul sought for 
n man to fight: but quite contrary, they were so far frorri 
being agreed on by either side, that the Philistines did not 
yield themselves slaves to the Israelites upon the death of 
Goliath ; but fled to their own country, and there defended 
themselves against them, and fought many battles with 
them. 

Ver. 10. And the Philistine said, I defy the arrnies of 
Israel this day ; give vie a man that we may fight together,] 
He expresses the utmost contempt of their whole army:- 
in which he signifies there was not a man that durst look 
him in the face. 

Ver. 11. ^iVhen Saul and all Israel heard these words of- 
the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.] For * 
though Saul had not quite lost his courage, but gathered 
an army to fight the Philistines-, yet it was not so un- 
daunted as it had been before the Spirit of God forsook 
him : and the people's spirits sink, when their leaders flag 
and are dismayed. 

• Ver. 12. Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of 
Beth'lehem of Judah, whose name was Jesse.] He being 
chosen by God to combat with Goliath, the Divine writer 
gives an account who he was, and what relations he had. 

He had eight sons.] In the first book of the Chronicles 
(ii. 13 — 15.) there are but seven mentioned : one being dead 
without children, as R. Solomon thinks ; or being only an 
adopted son. 

And the man was accounted an old man in the days of 
Saul.] And therefore excused from going to the war. 

Ver. 13. And the three eldest so?is went and followed Saul 
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to battle: and the names of his three sons that went to the 
war were Eliab the first-born, &c] These, I suppose, were 
men of the greatest experience and strength ; and thereforo 
fittest for the service. 

Ver. 14. And David was the youngest: and the three 
eldest followed Saul] David being young, was not piut to • 
the hardships of war: but the eldest only undertook to 
serve their prince and their country in this time of common 
danger. 

■' Ver. 15. But David went and returned from Sazil to feed 
his fathers sheep at Beth4ehem.] In the beginning of this 
war, as Josephus thinks, Saul sent David home to his 
father, apicov/uvoc avrov roXg Tpi<A vlolg, &c. contenting him- 
self with three of his sons, who came to his assistance, with 
the hazard of their lives. J 1 • •, r 

Ver. 1G. -And the Philistine drew near morning and even- 
ing, and presented himself forty days!] This is an argu- 
ment the Philistines could not force the camp of the. Is- 
raelites: otherwise they would not have spent so much 
time in this bravado. Unless we suppose, as Abarbinel 
doth, that all this time more forces were marching to this 
place, as their general rendezvous, both from the country 
of the Philistines, and from the 'land of Israel: for such 
great armies could not suddenly be got together. Or some 
wise men on both sides were treating all this time, to see' ' 
if they could bring matters to an accommodation. It is a 
mere fancy of 11. Jonathan, in the Gemara oftheMischna, 
title Sota, that Goliath drew near morning and evening, 
that he might disturb the Israelites at their morning and 
evening prayers, and hinder them from reciting them. 

Ver. 17. And Jesse said unto David his son, Take now 
for thy brethren an ephah.of this parched corn, and these 
ten loaves, and run to thy brethren.] For he did not know 
but provision might be scarce with them ; or, as some will 
have it, he was informed they were under some hardship; 
and desired to know how they did. But having other sons' 
at home with him, it was by a Divine direction that he sent 
Darid from the sheep upon this errand. . . i .'i ', 

Ver. 18. And carry these ten cheeses unto the captain of 
their thousand.] Whose favour might be very serviceable 
to them. • - •" 

And look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.] 
Some think that they went to war, in those days, at their 
own charge, and were not paid by the king. Provision 
therefore beginning to fail, Jesse's sons had sent to him for 
a supply, and by a certain token. Which their father bids 
David take with him, to know if it were theirs. So some ex- 
pound the word pledge. But others think that if they had 
borrowed money, or pawned any thing for it, he ordered 
David to redeem it: or that he should bring something from 
them, that might certify him of their health. Others trans- 
late the word not pterin but business: and take the sense to 
be, Bring me word what, they do; how they behave them- 
selves ; what company they keep, and whom they associate 
themselves withal. 

Ver. 19. And Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel 
were m the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.] 
They were now drawn up in battalia (as we speak) ready 
to engage: not in the valley, but hard by it, on the side of 
the mountain, where they faced the Philistines, and shewed 
themselves resolved to fight, if they came down from the 
other mountain. 



Ver. 20. And David rose up early in the morning, and 
left the sheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as' Jesse had 
commanded him; arid he came to the' trench as the host ivas 
going forth to the fight, and shouted for the battle.] By,the 
trench, may be meant the carriages (as we translate the 
word in the margin), wherewith the host was surrounded; 
instead. of a trench made about it. . ;' 

, Ver. 21. For Israel and the Philistines had jnit the battle 
in array, army against army.] This is the reason of what, 
follows. . ...... 

, Ver. 22. And David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage.] He left the provision which his fa- 
ther had sent his brethren with his servant, it being no time 
to* present it to them, when they were just going to engage. 

And ran unto the army, and came and saluted his bre- 
thren;]. Acquainting them, no doubt, with their father's care 
of them.. . , .. • ■ r , : 

Ver. 23. And as he talked with them, behold, there came 
np the champion (the Philistine of Gath; Goliath by name) 
out of the army of the Philistines^ and spake according to 
the same words ; and David heard them.] Though the armies 
stood ready to engage, yet the vanity of Goliath made him 
once more desire the matter might be determined by a 
single combat. 

Ver. 24. And all the men of Israel; when they saw the 
man; fled from him] and were sore of raid.] They that could 
look.the whole arfnyof the Philistines in the-face (among 
whom they knew Goliath was), oue would think should not 
flee at the sight of one man. But the meaning is (as the 
nextwords shew), they could not endure to hear his oppro- 
brious-words against them, and his blasphemous words 
against God. * , 

. Ver. 25. And the men of Israel said, Have you seen this 
man that is come up? surely to defy Israel is he come np.] 
They bewailed among themselves their sad.condition ; that 
all the people of Israel should be set at nought, and vilified 
byoneman; who despised both them and their God,(ver.45.) 

And it shall be, that. the. man who frillethhim, the king' 
will enrich him with great riches, and give him his daughter, 
and make his father s house free in Israel.] To'make his fa-" 
mily free in Israel, was to make them noble. And the Tar 7 
gum translates it, make them free princes in Israel: particu- 
larly free from paying any tribute or, taxes, which was a 
royal privilege; of which see Selden, lib. vi.de Jure'Nat. 
et* Gentium, cap. 14*. fol. 740. Here some observe, that 
Saul had lost his wonted piety; for he sent not to Samuel, 
nor consulted the high-priest, nor offered sacrifice: but only 
proclaimed a great reward to him that should, fight with 
Goliath, and kill him. Which shewed he had not lost all 
prudence: for thus Caleb won Kirjath-sepher, by offering 
his daughter in* marriage to him that should take it. And 
David himself afterward encoiiraged his soldiers to as- 
sault the strong fort of Zion, by promising to m&ke hini 
commander-in-chief of all his forces, who should first entqr 
it. Thus Mathias Hostius observes, the Athenians offered 
a hundred talents to him that should bring Xerxes to them 
alive or dead : many more instances of this way of exciting 
men to valiant exploits he gives in his history of this mo- 
nomachia. < ' 

Ver. 26/ And David spake to the mtn that stood by him, 
saying, What shall be done to the man that kills this Phi- 
listine, and takes away the reproach from Israel?] He de- 
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sited them to repeat the king's promise ; signifying that he 
would undertake to encounter Goliath. 

For who is this ttneircumcised, that he should defy the 
armies of the living God?] He would not have them think 
he was moved by the hope of the reward (which was not to 
be despised) so much as by zeal for God, and for his coun- 
try : which suffered by the reproaches of one, who Was not 
in covenant with God: and therefore he did not fear him, 
nor would suffer him any longer to make such proud 
J)oastin£. 

Ver. 27. And the people answered him after this manner, 
saying, So shall it be done unto the man that killethhim.] 
They all confirmed what was before said. 

Ver. 28. And Eliab his elder brother heard when he spake 
unto the men: and his anger was kindled against David, and 
he said, Why earnest thou down hither?'] His passkm made 
him forget that he came by his father's order, to see how 
they did, &c. 

And with wliom hast thou left those few sheep in the wil- 
derness?] This intimates, that he was fitter to look after 
sheep, than to fight a giant. 

I know thy pride, and the naughtiness of thine heart; for 
thou art come down to see the battle.'] Vain-glory he thought 
brought him to the battle : and now made him offer to run 
such a desperate adventure, 

Ver. 29. And David said, What have I done ? Js there not 
a cause?] He justifies his discourse; since no man, no, 
not Eliab himself, had the courage to wipe off the reproach 
which Goliath cast upon them all. 

* Ver. 30. And he turned from him to another, and spake 
after the same manner : and tlie people answered him again 
after the same manner J] He told them he would undertake 
to fight Goliath ; and they told him what would be his re- 
ward if he killed him. 

Ver. 31. And when the words were lieard tlvat David 
/spake, they rehearsed them before Saul; and he sent for 
him.] They had been spoken to so many, that at last they 
came to Saul's ear: who desired to he&r himself what he « 
said. * 

Ver. 32. And David said unto Saul:] Who had told him 
what he heard reported of his resolution. 

Let no man's heart faint because of him; for thy servant 
it-ill go and fight with this Philistine.] In assured hope of 
victory. 

Ver. 33. And Saul said unto David, Thou art not able 
to go aga\nst this Philistine to fight with him: for thou art 
but a youth, and he a man of war from his youth.] This 
Saul spake out of kindness to David, whom ho would not 
have to hazard himself against an old soldier, when he was 
inexperienced in war. 

Ver. 34. And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept 
his father's sheep; and there came a lion and a bear, and 
took a lamb out of the flock.] Not both together (as Cas- 
talio supposes in his translation), but at several times ; and 
it is likely more' than once. 

Ver. 35. And I went out after him, and smote him, and 
delivered him out of his mouth : and when he rose up against 
me, I caught him by the beardland smote him, and slew him.] 
Sometimes he pursued the lion and killed him in his flight: 
or, if he turned again to'devour him^ he boldly caught him 
by the beard and killed him. And in like manner we arc 
to understand he encountered the bear. 



Ver. 36. Thy servant slew boln the lion and the bear.] 
The author of Halicoth Olam, by a strange fetch, concludes 
from hence, that he killed a lion with two of her whelps, 
and a bear with one of her cubs. (Par. iv. cap. 3.) 

And this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one oftliem, 
seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.] He en- 
courages himself by three arguments. His mastery over 
such terrible creatures as a lion and a bear: which made 
him not fear this great beast, Goliath. Who was not one 
6f God's people : whom he had insolently set at nought as 
varlets and slaves, (ver. 8.) though they were the servants 
of the living God. 

Ver. 37. David said moreover, The Lord that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear.] 
In the Hebrew it is, out of the Itand of the lion, and otit of 
the hand of the bear. And Aristotle observes, that bears 
have paws, Xepaiv ouolovg, resembling hands. 

He wilt deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.] To 
silence all objections, he declares that he was possessed 
with a full persuasion, that God would deliver this Philis- 
tine into his hands, as he had done the' lion and the bear: 
for he felt himself full of that spirit which then assisted him. 
Abarbinel thinks, that he repeats this so often, because 
Saul did not seem to believe it, or did not attend to it: and 
therefore he saith over again, ver. 37. what he had said, 
ver. 36. And tells him it was not by his own strength, but 
by the mighty power of God, that he overcame those furious 
beasts: as he doubted not he should do* this Philistine by 
the same power. Whereupon Saul prayed God to pros- 
per him. 

And Saul said, Go, and the Lord be unth thee.] As he 
believed he would. 

Ver. 38. And Satd armed David with his armour, &c.] 
Not that which he was wont to wear himself (for he was 
so tall it would not have fitted David), but he ordered 
them to bring out of his armoury a helmet and a coat of 
mail, as it here follows. 

Ver. 39. And David girded his sword upon his armour, 
and he assayed to go ;for Jie Jiad not proved it. And David 
said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not ^proved 
them. And David put them off him.] He was not accustomed 
to AVefcx such things, not being used to go armed: and, 
therefore, begged leave to lay them aside ; as likely rather 
to encumber him, * than facilitate his enterprise. Which 
Machiavel, in his Princeps, cap. 13. applies to the danger 
of employing mercenary soldiers: for " aliena arma aut 
ex humeris decidunt, aut sunt tibi oneri, aut te constrictum 
tenent." 

Ver. 40. And he took his staff in his hand.] His shepherd's 
staff. 

And chose him five smooth stones out of the brook.] Or 
rather five cleft stones: not whole and entire, but broken. 
•For the word signifies partitions; and, therefore, denotes 
the stones to have been ragged; and sharp pointed were 
most fit for his purpose. (See De Dicu.) 

And put them in a shepherd's bag u)hich he had, even in a 
scrip.] Which hungby his side. 

* And his sting was in his hand.] A sort of weapon, in the 
management of which some were wonderful skilful in an- 
cient days. (See Judg. xx. 16.) And Livy, with other 
authors, mention slingers that could hit a mark at a very 
great distance: particularly the Phoenicians, who, as Bo- 
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chartus observes, were famous slingers ; from whom this 
art was derived to the Baleares. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 44.) 

And he drew near to the Philistine.'] It seems David made 
the first motion towards him, to shew he was in no fear 

of him. 

Ver. 41. And the Philistine came, and drew near to David; 
and the man that bare the shield went before him.] As he 
was wont to do, (ver. 7.) 

Ver. 42. And when the Philistine looked about and saw 
David.'] He expected some tall, robust person to encounter 
him; and, therefore, at the first did not mind David, who 
was but a stripling. 

He disdained him ; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and 
of a fair countenance.] He contemned him upon three ac- 
counts : as being a youth, unaccustomed to war; and being 
beautiful, seemed more fit to dance with women, than to 
fight with men ; and he came also unarmed. (See xvi. 12.) 

Ver. 43. And the Philistine said, Am I a dog, that thou 
comest to me with staves f And he cursed David by his gods J] 
So the Romans were wont to do, saying, " Dii Deaeque te 
perdant:" as Goliath, it is likely, now wished, that Dagon 
and Ashtaroth, and the rest of his gods, would confound 
David. 

Ver. 44. And the Philistine said unto David, Come unto 
me, and I will give thy flesh unto thefotvls of the air, and to 
the beasts of the field.] For in his hand David was no more 
than a little lamb in the hand of a butcher. 

Ver. 45. Tlien said David to the Philistine, TJiou comest 
tome with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield; 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts.] By a 
commission from Him who commands all creatures in 
heaven and earth : and in a full assurance that he will de- 
liver thee into my hand. Concerning the word chidon, which 
wc translate a spear, see Bochart in his Hieroz. par. i. p. 138. 

The God oftlie armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.] 
The leader and protector of those armies whom Goliath 
had set at nought. 

Ver. 46. This day will the Lord deliver thee into my hand ; 
and I will smite thee, and take thy head off from thee.] 
Which Goliath thought impossible, he having no sword by 
his side. 

And will give the carcasses of the host of the Philistines 
this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the 
earth.] David did not rashly and vainly boast beforehand 
of the victory, as Goliath hath done: but, being full of 
faith (as Pcllicanus Tiere notes), praised the Divine omni- 
potence, and prophesied of an assured victory. 

That all the earth may know there is a God in Israel.] 
Superior to all other. 

Ver. 47. And all this assembly shall know that the Lord 
saveth not by sword and by spear.] They might learn, if 
they pleased, that the Lord needed not human force to effect 
his designs. David did not want courage : but ho ascribes 
all to God; in whose power and might he went forth, and 
not his own. 

For the battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into our 
hand.] The battle was properly theXord's against the seven 
nations of Canaan : because he had commanded them to be 
extirpated. But in all other battles he disposed of the vic- 
tory ashe pleased. Strigelius here notes out of Sophocles 
the profane spirit of Ajax; who was therefore punished 



with madness: because his father Telamon piously admo- 
nishing him, as he went to war, to fight bravely, but to 
expect victory from God; he impiously answered, that 
" cowards might overcome by the help of God, but he 
doubted not to overcome without him." 

Ver. 48. And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, 
and came and drew near to meet David.] Having nothing 
but victory in his thoughts, as Pellicanus here observes, 
he arose, and marched gravely, and pompously, covered 
over with armour, and fearing nothing. 

That Davidhasted, and ran towards the army to meet th$ 
Philistine.] But David, being loaded with no armour, nimbly 
jan towards him, and knocked him down ; before he had 
so much as drawn his sword out of his sheath. 

Ver. 49. And David put his hand in his bag, and took 
thence a stone, and smote the Philistine in his forehead.] 
Which either was bare (he perhaps contemning David so 
much, as not to pull down his helmet over his face), or else 
was thrown with such a force, that it pierced his helmet 
first, apd then his forehead : or went in at the place which 
was left open for his eyes. However it was, the Divine 
hand directed it : for though there were men so wonderful 
skilful as to hit a mark that was fixed and immoveable, 
though small and at a distance; yet none had such ad- 
mirable skill as to be sure to hit a mark that was in mo- 
tion, as Goliath's body was at this time. * ; 

And the stone sunk into his forehead.] Pierced into his 
brain, so that he immediately, as it here follows, fell uppn 
his face to the earth. 

Kimcii thinks, that when he said to David, Come, and I 
will give thy flesh to the fowls of the air, he looked up, and 
his helmet then fell from off his head. 

Ver. 50. So David prevailed over the Philistine with a 
sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew 
him.] So true is that of Vegetius, (lib. i. cap. 6.) " Uti- 
lius est fortes esse milites, quam grandes." But it was not 
mere fortitude and valour that prevailed, but the Spirit 
of God. 

But there was no sword in the hand of David.] This was 
so wonderful a thing, that so great a victory should be ob- 
tained without the usual warlike weapons, that it was 
thought fit a special mark should be set upon it. 

. Ver. &L Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Phi* 
listine.] .That he might complete his victory, and make it 
notorious to all the army. 

And took his sword, and dreiv it out of its sheath.] He 
was strong, not merely by nature, but by the power of 
God : otherwise he could not have well managed the sword 
of a giant. 

And slew him, and, cut off his head therewith,] It is likely 
the stone had only stunned him; but his life .was still in 
him after this blow in his forehead: and therefore now he 
quite dispatched him. 

And when the Philistines saw, their champion ,w<ts dead, 
tJteyfled.] Having Jost all their courage with his life. 

Ver. 52. And the men of Israel and ofJudah arose, and 
shouted.] As they used to do when they had got the 
victory. 

And pursued the Philistines, till they came to the valley, 
and to the gates ofEkron, &c] They pursued them to their 
own country (which was in a valley), even to the gates L of 
their principal cities; as Gath and Ekron wore. 
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Ver.53. And the children of Israel returned from chasing 
after the. Philistines, and spoiled their tents.] They acted 
: like good soldiers; who did not first fall upon thespoil*; 
and thereby let the enemy escape. 

Ver. 54. And David took the head of the Philistine, and 
brought it to Jerusalem.'] After he had shewn it to Saul, 
(ver. 57.) and exposed it to all the people, (xviii. G.) Jeru- 
salem was now become a noted city, which was the rea- 
son, I suppose,. why he brought his head hither: though it 
is only said, he brought it to that place; wbero it having 
been shewn as a spectacle, perhaps was reposited some- 
where else. • 

But- he put his armour in his tent.] Which, I suppose, 
was set up -for David, upon this occasion; when he pre- 
pared himself to encounter the Philistine. And when his 
tent was taken down after the battle, the armour was de- 
posited in the tabernacle, as his sword was, to remain 

there for a trophy. • -. - I * * 

- Ver. 55. And when Saul saw David go forth against the 
Philistine, he said unto Abner, the captain of the host, Whose 
son is this youth?] Such cavillers as Spinosa from hence 
-argue, that this chapter was not written' by him that wrote 
•the former: for how is it possible, say they, that Saul 
should not know David; who had lately attended on him 
ifi his court? But this is very frivolous; for in siich a mul- 
titude of business as kings have, and among so many new 
faces which they see everyday, it was easy to forget a man 
he had «seen and conversed withal now and then;, espe- 
cially when he was crazed, and had a disease in his head, 
Vis Saul had. 'Besides, David came now in another kind of 
appar.el thanie did when he was sent to wait.upon Saul at 
court: for he appeared now as a shepherd, in a rustic 
habit; (ver. 40.) and his countenance, it is likely, was much 
'altered hythe heroicmotion he now found in himself to fight 
-with* Goliath. And after all, Abarbinel observes, he doth 
iibt ask who David was, but who was his father: which he 
•might easily forget when he had been disturbed with me- 
lancholy, and with the public affairs. 

And Abner said, As thy soul liveth, O king, 1 cannot tell.] 
He being a military man, and therefore much abroad, had 
•not seen David when he was at court," or taken no notice . 
of him. . ' , j. . , .*\, \ 

* x Ver. '50. And the king' said, Inquire then whose son this 
-stripling is.] Jt was natural to desire to krioW whence such 

a young man came, who so much excelled all other men. 

• -Ver. 57. And. as David returned from the slaughter of 
thb Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him unto Said, 
with the head of the Philistine hi his hand.] He thought it 
was best the king should learn from his own mouth who he 

\was: especially after such a glorious exploit. . ■ 

Ver. 58. And Saul said, Whose son art thou, thou young 
man? And David answered, I am the son of thy servant 
Jesse the Beth-lehemite.] JVIore discourse, no. doubt, passed 4 

^between them, as appearsiy the next words; but this was; 
all that was proper to be recorded, in answer to .Saul's 
question. . . 

CHAP. XVIII." 

Ver.-l. JxND it came to pass, when he had made an end of 
speaking unto Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit 
unto the spul of David,. and he loved him as his own soul.']. 



Such was the prudence and modesty of his discourse and 
behaviour, after such an heroic action, that he entirely 
gained Jonathan's affection. 

Ver. 2. And Saul took him that day, and would let him 
go no more to his father's house.] Saul also resolved to 
shew greater respect unto him than before. For it appears 
by this that he had not lived always at court, after he came 
first thither; but often went to his father, when Saul was 
well, and had no use of him. 

Ver. 3. Then Jonathan and David made a covenant.] 
Solemnly entered into a mutual friendship. 

Because he loved him as his own soul.] Such excellent 
men there were among the heathen, between whom there 
was £dryoc (piXlag, as Plutarch calls it, a yoke of friendship, 
wherein they were so joined together in love and amity/as 
to have one common interest. He mentions (in his book 
inpt 7ro\v(j>i\iag) Theseus and Perithous; Achilles and Pa- 
troclns; Orestes and Pylades; Pythias and Damon; Epa- 
minondas and Pelopidas: but none of them comparable to 
these two, Jonathan and David: who entered into the 
most sacred bonds of mutual assistance and defence to the 
very death; and kindness to their posterity after either of 
ihem was. dead. fc Which, was a singular providence of 
God, who by this means preserved David, in that sharp 
persecution which shortly after arose against him at court. 

Ver. 4. ^Aiid % Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that 
was upon him, and gave it vnto David.] That he might ap- 
pear like a courtier. a $ \ 

And Ms garments, even to his sword, and to his bow, ami 
to his girdle.] That be might look like another Jonathan; 
and all might take notice they werp no longer two, but one. 
For he put him into the garlrboth of a courtier and of a 
soldier; or rather, great commander. : - 

Ver. 5. And David went out whithersoever Saul sent 
him.] Upon military expeditions: none of which he re-, 
fused, though ever so hazardous* . 

i And he behaved himself wisely.] Shewed as much pru- 
dence in his conduct as he did courage. 

And Saul set him over the men of war.] Not over all ; for 
Abner was general, as we speak, of all his forces: but he 
made him.captain of his guard; or gave him some other 
great command in his army. 

And he was accepted in the sight of all the people, and 
also in the sight of Said's servants.] Except a few, who en- 
vied his preferment. 

Ver. G. And it, came to pass, as they came.] Marched 
along, in a great .cavalcade (as they now speak), from the 
place of battle. ■ m : , r . 

When David returned from the slaughter of the Philis- 
tine.] I suppose, Saul and the whole court thought fit to 
honour David, by accompanying him to Jerusalem, when 
he carried Goliath's head thither. 

* TJie women came put of all the cities of Israel.] All the 
.neighbouring cities. 

Singing and dancing to meet king Saul with tabrets, with 
joy, and with instruments of music] As the custom was in. 
times of great rejoicing. 

Ver. 7. And the women anstvered one to another as they 
played.] They sang as weir as played on musical instru- 
ments: and they sang alternately, as they did Exod. xy. 
21. And the burden of the song seems to have been that 
which follows. , * 



'W 1 



If II VI vwVII I 



CHAP. XVIII.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



,277 



And said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands.] For his slaying Goliath was the cause of 
the flight of the army of the Philistines, and the great 
slaughter of them. 

Ver.* 8. And Saul was very wroth, and the saying dis- 
pleased him; arid he said, They have ascribed unto David 
ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands: 
and what can he have more but the kingdom?] He began to 
be jealous they would advance him to the throne, in a little 
time: having so highly magnified him above their king. 

Ver. 9. And Saul eyed David from that day forward.] 
Narrowly observed him, whether he had any such design 
to make himself king. Or/ as it is commonly interpreted, 
he looked askew upon him, as one he envied and hated, 
and was afraid of; as the LXX. translate it. 

Ver. 10. And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil 
spirit from God came upon Saul.] Which had formerly 
haunted him, (xvi. 14.) and now, by his discontent, anger 
and melancholy was brought again upon him. 

And he prophesied in the midst of the house.] Before the 
whole court. This prophesying is generally understood, 
only of his imitating the motions, actions, and gestures of 
the prophets ; which sometimes were very different from 
those of other men: (see 2 Kings ix. 11.) but I do not see 
why this word, should not retain the signification here, 
which it hath in other places : that he sung Divine songs. 
Which perhaps he the rather did, that David might suspect 
no danger from hirn.^ Abarbinel thinks, that his mind be- 
ing disturbed with various roving thoughts about his own 
condition, and about David, he foretold that David should 
be heir of his kingdom. 

And David played with his hand, as at other tunes.] To 
compose and quiet his disturbed spirits. 

And there was a javelin in SanFs hand.] Which he had 
provided on purpose/ as the following words shew, to dis- 
patch David. 

Ver. 11. And Saul cast the javelin, for he said, I will 
smite David even to the wall with it.~\ This argued he was 
so full of fury, that he designed to kill him in his own 
house, before all his courtiers, when David was waiting 
upon him, and doing him service. 

And David avoided out of his presence twice.] Had his 
eye upon him, and shunned the blow, both now, and at 
another time mentioned xix. 10. 

Ver. 12. And Saul was afraid of David, because the 
Isord was with him, and was departed from SauL] Who 
was as unsuccessful in all his designs, as David was pros- 
perous. '' \ 

Ver. 13. Therefore Saul removed him from him.] : Fro'm 
his court. 

And made him a captain over a thousand.] Instead of 
captain of his guard (which required his attendance at 
court), he gave him a command abroad : where he hoped 
he might be killed in some expedition; or he might have 
an opportunity privately to take, away his life. 

And he went out and came in before the people.] As the 
leader of that thousand men. 

Ver. 14. And David behaved himself wisely in all his 
ways.] None could find any fault in his conduct, whither- 
soever he went. 

And the Lord was with him.] Made all his undertakings 
prosperous. 

vol. II. 



, Ver. 15. Wlierefore, when Saul saw that he behaved him- 
self very wisely, he was afraid of him.] His feaTs increased 
as he saw David still grow so prudent that no exception 
could be taken to* his behaviour. 

Ver. 16. But all Israel and Judah loved David.] This is 
to be understood (as Corn. Bertram thinks, de Repub. Jud. 
cap. 10.) as if he had said, The Israelites in general loved 
David, but especially they of the tribe of Judah. 

Because he went out and.came in before them.] This phrase 
signifies in other places to administer all things belonging 
to. one's charge with full authority. So Moses speaks of 
himself, Deut. xxxi. 2. and of Joshua hissuccessor, Numb. 
xxvii. 21. And so I suppose it signifies here, that David 
had an absolute power under Saul, over those whom he 
commanded : and managed it so well that he gained every 
body's affection. . u ." " 

Ver. 17. And Saul said to David, Beholdmy elder daugh- 
ter Merab, her will I give thee to wife.] He at last bethinks 
himself of the promise he had publicly made unto him that 
should kill Goliath.* The performance of which David did 
not demand, but in modesty left it to Saul's own con 7 
science. Who now intended nothing less, it appears by 
the sequel, than to be as good as his word. ■ , 

Only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles.] 
He would not have him think upon this marriage of coming 
again to live at court : but to continue a military life,- and 
fight for his country; whereby he hoped to be rid of him; 

For Saul said, Let not mine hand be upon him.] Now he 
seems to have some sense of honour, and to lay aside those 
base thoughts of murdering him himself. 

But let the hand of the Philistines be upon him.] By whose 
hand God's just judgment so ordered things that Saul him- 
self fell. 

J Ver. 18. And David said unto Saul, Who am I? and what 
is my life.] The hazarding his life, he tells him, could not 
deserve so high an advancement. 

And what is my family in Israel, that I should be son-in- 
law to the king?] This was not a refusal of the honour, but 
an acknowledgment how* unworthy he was of it. * ,: [ 

Ver. 19/ And it came to pa$s, at the time when Merab, 
SauVs daughter, should have been given to David.] When 
all things .were ready for the marriage. v < 

. That she was given to Adriel the Meholathite to wife.] A 
most high affront to David, and the greatest injury that 
could have been done him: which he wisely dissembled. 
How Jonathan resented this usage we are not told. It is 
likely his duty to his father made him entreat David to take 
it patiently; and to look upon Saul as one that was some- 
times besidehimself, and did not know what he did. m 

Ver. 20. And Michal, Sauls daughter, loved David: and 
they told Saul, and the thing pleased Mm.] Not out of any 
love. to David, or desire to perform his promise: but be- 
cause he hoped by her means to bring his ends about of 
destroying David. ; 

Ver. 21. And Saul said, I will give him her, that she may 
be. a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may, 
be against him.] He hoped his daughter, in obedience to 
him, might be persuaded to bring him into some snare that 
he .would lay for him : or, that being exposed to great dan- 
gers (which he was to undergo, as a condition of having 
her to wife) he might perish in some of them. 

Wherefore Saul said xtnto David, Thou shalt be this day 
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my son-in-law.] That is shortly, within a time, it is likely, 
prefixed by Saul. 

In the one of the twain.] By marrying one of his daugh- 
ters. He had two; and though he was disappointed in one 
of them, yethis promise was fulfilled, if he married the other. 

Ver. 22. And Saul commanded his servants, saying, Com- 
mune with David secretly.] It seems David was not for- 
ward to embrace Saul's offer; having been so grossly 
abused : therefore Saul ordered his courtiers in private dis- 
course to take occasion to persuade him to it. 

And say, Behold, the king hath delight in thee, and his 
servants love thee : now therefore be the king's son-in-law.] 
The affection of the king and of the whole court, was a 
mighty argument to induce him to'it. 

Ver. 23. And Saul's servants spake these words in the cars 
of David. And David said, Seemeth it a light thing iinto 
you to be a king's son-in-law, seeing I am a poor man, and 
little esteemed?] Having no estate, and of small credit: 
and therefore unable to endow her according to her quality. 

Ver. 24. And the secants of Saul told him, saying, In 
this manner spake David.] In the Hebrew, according unto 
these toords; that is, they reported his words faithfully; 
that he was as sensible of his own meanness, as of the ho- 
nour that was offered him. 

Ver. 25. And Saul said, Thus shall ye say to David, Tlie 
king desireth not any dowry, but a hundred foreskins of 
the Philistines, to be avenged of his enemies.] This custom 
hath prevailed in latter times "in some countries, to give 
their daughters in marriage to the most valiant men; or 
those who should bring them so many heads of their ene- 
mies. Alex, ab Alexandro reports of a people in Carma- 
nia, that if any were desirous to marry, it w r as necessary 
he should first bring the king the head of an enemy, (lib. i. 
cap. 24.) Vincent le Blanc reports the like of others, (par. i. 
cap. 30.) But why did Saul desire the foreskins of the 
Philistines', and not their heads? To this Procopius Ga- 
zscus answers, that Saul did not know but David might cut 
off the heads of his own subjects and bring them instead 
of the Philistines, and therefore he asked so many fore* 
skins, which the Israelites had not, that he might be sure 
he had killed so many enemies. As for portions, the He- 
brew custom was not like that of the Romans, who re- 
quired the wife to bring a portion to her husband, " lit one- 
ra matrimonii tanto sequius sustineat," that he might be able 
to bear the charges of matrimony more equally. But 
among the Hebrews the husband endowed the wife, and re- 
ceived nothing at all with her. And so the custom was 
among the people of that land before they came into Ca- 
naan. For Sichem bade Dinah's relations require w T hat 
dowry they pleased, and it should be settled upon her, he 
desiring nothing of them but her, (Gen. xxxix. 17.) And 
so it was in the case of David. (See Wagenseil upon 
Sota, cap. 4.) 

But Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the 
Philistines.] Who he knew would be extremely enraged 
Against David, by putting this great indignity upon them, 
As they all counted it, of cutting off their foreskins. 

Ver. 26. And when his servants told David these words, 
it pleased David well to be the king's son4n-law.] In the 
Hebrew the words arc, the thing was right in David's eyes ; 
that is, he thought fit to accept the offer upon these con- 
ditions. 
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And the days were not expired.] Which were appointed 
to be fulfilled (as it is in the Hebrew) before the marriage 
took effect: so that he had time to perform what was 
agreed instead of a dowry. 

Ver. 27. Wherefore David arose and went, he andhis men, 
and slew of the Philistines two hundred men: and brought 
their foreskins, and they gave them in full talc to the king, 
that he might be the king's son-in-law.] He gave Saul dou- 
ble of what he had demanded : partly to shew his sense of 
the honour he had done him, and partly to express his love 
(o his daughter, and to declare his intention to venture his 
life freely to do him service. 

And Saul gave him Michal his daughter to wife.] There 
being no way to avoid it, after the marriage had been so- 
solemnly treated and ratified. 

Ver. 28. And Said' saw and knew that the Lord was with 
David.] He was convinced of it, by the success which he 
constantly gave him. 

And that Michal, Said's daughter, loved him.] Which was 
a great disappointment.to him. 

Ver. 29. And Saul was yet the more afraid of David.] 
Having thus advanced him ; and seeing no hope of bring- 
ing his designs to pass against him. 

And Saul became David's enemy continually.] He was 
every day more resolved to destroy him. Such strange 
blindness did his anger and hatred, and sueh-like passions, 
bring upon him, that he set himself against him, who he 
saw and knew had God for his friend. 

Ver. 30. And the princes of the Philistines toent forth.] 
To fight with the Israelites : who had highly incensed them 
by David's late action, as well as by former losses. And 
they thought, perhaps, that David would make use of the 
benefit the law allowed, Deut. xxiv. 25. of not going to 
war in a year after he was married. 

And it came to pass, after they went forth, that David be- 
haved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul.] By 
discovering, 1 suppose, the designs of the Philistines, and 
preventing' them : for we do not read that they came to a 
battle. 

So that his name ivas much set by.] He was very highly 
esteemed. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. JjLND Saul spake to Jonathan his son, and- to all 
his seirmits, that they should kill David.] When he could 
not destroy him by craft, he declares open enmity to him ; 
and commands his son and his whole court to make him 
away: some of which ho thought would obey him. It is 
strange that he should speak to Jonathan to murder David, 
if he knew the friendship he had for him ; and he could not 
well be ignorant of it, since he had so publicly declared 
it, as we read xviii. 3, 4. But he imagined his love to a 
father would overcome his love to a friend. And there 
was a great providence of God in his disclosing his mind 
so freely to Jonathan, whereby David came to be certainly 
informed of his danger. 

' Ver. 2. And Jonathan, Saul's son, delighted much in Da- 
vid.] He continued to take much delight in his company: 
and therefore would not lose the pleasure of his friendship 
by suffering him to be killed. 
And Jonathan told David, saying, My father seekcth to 
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kill thee. Noiv therefore, I pray thee 9 take heed to thyself until 
the morning, and abide in a secret place, and hide thyself] 
He hoped, I suppose, to find his father better disposed in 
the morning: and in the mean time would have David 
secure himself in some close place where nobody could 
find him. 

Ver. 3. And I will go out.] The next morning. 

And stand beside my father in the field.] In which, it is 
likely, Saul used to walk in the morning, and take the fresh 
air. Thereabouts he advised David to lurk in some secret 
place, that he night speedily acquaint him with the issue 
of his discourse with his father. 

And I will commune ivith my father concerning tliee; and 
what I see, that I will tell theeJ] Let him know how he left 
his father inclined. 

Ver. 4. ( And Jonathan spake good of David unto Said his 
father.] A noble act of friendship, to adventure to commend 
him to one who was his declared enemy. 

And said unto him, Let not the king sin against his ser- 
vant, against David; because he hath not sinned against 
thee, and because his work hath been to thee-ward very good.] 
He represented to him what a sin and dishonour it would 
be to kill such a faithful servant as David had been: who 
never offended him ; but studied by all good offices to 
please him. 

Ver. 5. For he did put his life in his hand, and slew the 
Philistine.] Especially he puts him in mind of that hazard- 
ous enterprise wherein he slew Goliath. 

And the Lord wrought a great salvation for alt Israel.] 
By which means the whole realm was delivered out of their 
enemies' hand. 

TIiou sawest it, and didst rejoice.] He desires him to re- 
member that he himself was a witness of it; and could 
not then but applaud David, and rejoice in what God had 
done by him. 

Wherefore then wilt thou sin against innocent blood, and 
slay David without a cause ?] Having mollified Saul by so 
many arguments, he beseeches him to revoke the order he 
had given ver. 1. and in downright terms tells him, if 
he did not, he would bring innocent blood upon his own 
head. 

Vcr.G. And Saul hearkened to the voice of Jonathan: 
and Said sivare, As the Lord liveth, he shall not be slain.] 
Some think he swarc deceitfully ; that Jonathan, believing 
he had no ill intentions towards David, might not persuade 
him to fly, but bring him to court again, where he might 
have an opportunity to kill him. But I rather think he 
spake what he really meant at this present: though this 
alteration proceeding not from any affection he bare to 
David, but from a sense (which Jonathan's discourse had 
wrought in him) how base a thing it would be, to slay a 
man of such worth, and who had done him such service, 
he soon forgot it, and returned to his old bent. 

Ver. 7. And Jonathan called David, and Jonathan shewed 
him all these things: and Jonathan brought David unto 
Saul, and he was in his presence, as in times past.] When 
he was in his favour. 

Ver. 8. And there was war again: and David went out 
and fought with the Philistines, and slew tliem with a great 
slaughter; and they fled from htm.] All these battles were 
only between parties, for David commanded no more than 
a thousand men, (xviii. 13.) And if the whole army of the 



Philistines had been gathered together, Abner would have 
commanded the army of Israel against them ; for he Was 
captain of the host. 

Ver. 9. And the evil spirit from the Lord was upon Said, 
and he sat in his house with his javelin in his hand.] The 
more services David did his country, the more did Saul's 
hatred and malice increase against him. For this new vic- 
tory, in all likelihood, made him melancholy and mad to see 
him so prosperous. 

And David played with his hand.] He did not omit his 
duty to Saul, though he knew his danger. 

Ver. 10. And Said sought to smite David to the wall with 
his javelin; bid he slipped away out of Said's presence, and 
he smote the javelin into the ivall.] His wrath and fury 
made him forget his oath: so dangerous it is to be pos- 
sessed with such passions. 

And David fled, and escaped that night.] He got out of 
the palace, before SauTs order (which it is likely he gave) 
could be executed, to apprehend him. 

Ver. 11. Said also sent messengers unto David's hduse, to 
watch him, and to slay him in the morning.] As he went out 
of the door of his house. By this it is "apparent, when Saul 
missed his blow, he was the more enraged, and implacably 
pursued his destruction. 

And Michal, David's wife, told him, saying, If thou save 
not thy life to-night, to-morrow thou shalt be slain.] She had 
intelligence cither from her brother Jonathan, or some other 
friend at court: or perhaps she saw suspicious persons 
hovering about the house. 

Ver. 12. So Michal let down David through a window.] 
Which did not look towards any of the doors which were 
narrowly watched. 

And he went, and fled, and escaped.] Having most of the 
night, it is likely, to travel in. 

Ver. 13. And Michal took an image.] In the Hebrew, a 
teraphim. But it doth not signify such as were made for a 
superstitious use (which David would not have suffered in 
his house), but a simple image of a man's head ; such as we 
now use for blocks, whereon to comb our perukes* Abar- 
binel thinks (whom Abendana follows) that w6men were 
wont in those days to make such figures in the likeness of 
their husbands; that when they were absent from them, 
they might have them in their image, to look upon them, as 
still present with them. Of which sort of teraphim (which 
were images in the likeness of men) was this' of Michals ; 
who, dearly loving her husband, had got one made in his 
likeness. But whatsoever becomes of this, tho conceit that 
teraphim "were little puppets (as I may call them), which 
the high-priest had in his breast-plate (called urim and 
thummim) is plainly destroyed. FW this plac6 shews that 
teraphim was a large image representing a man : and there- 
fore fitter for a bed, than for a breast-plate. 

And laid it in the bed.] Where David was wont to lie. 

And put a pillow of goats' hair for his bolster.] It is hard 
to determine what the word cebir signifies, Which we trans- 
late pillow; for there is great variety Of opinions among 
interpreters about it. But Bochartus hath with much 
probability resolved that it signifies great. And the mean- 
ing is, she put a great deal of goats' hair upOh his bolster; 
for though the word goats is only mentioned in the He- 
brew, yet the word hair must be supplied, as a great many 
other places of Scripture testify. (See his IlicrOzoicon, 
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par. i. lib, ii. cap. 51. p. G23.) For in those countries 
goats had long hair, which was shorn, as the wool of sheep 
is, and served for many uses; and it is not unlike man's 
hair, as he there observes. It was also of divers colours, 
so that she might choose some fine goats' hair (which was 
ready at hand, being used to be spun) of the same colour 
with David's. 
And covered it ivith a cloth.'] As if David had been sick. 
Ver. 14. And when Saul sent messengers to take David.] 
He not coming out of doors, where they watched for him, 
Saul sent other messengers to take him in his house. 

She said, He is sick.] Her affection to David made her 
tell an untruth; whereby he gained more time to get to a 
place of safety. ■ 

. Vcr.lS.'jinrf Sard sent messengers again to see David.] 
As if they came to visit him, and sec how he did. 

Saying, Bring him to me in the bed, that I may slay him.] 
Such was his insatiable rage, that he could not stay to see 
whether lie would die of his sickness; but when he was 
able to make no resistance, resolved to dispatch him. 

Ver. 1G. And when the messengers were come in, behold, 
there was an image hi the bed, with a pillow of goats 9 hair 
for his bolster.] An image dressed up with goats' hair, re- 
sembling a man. 

* . Ver. 17.* And Saul said unto Michal, Wherefore hast thou 
deceived me so, and sent away mine enemy, that he is es- 
caped?] He did not expect to be served so by a daughter, 
whom he had married to David, that she might betray him. 
And Michal answered Saul, He said unto me, Let me go; 
why should I kill 'thee?] .This was another fiction of her 
own; for it is not likely that she endeavoured to detain 
him, or that he threatened to kill her if she did. 
, Ver.- 18. So David fled, and came to Samuel to Ramah, 
and told him of all that Saul had done unto him. And lie 
and Samuel xvent and dwelt in Naioth.] A place near to 
Ramah, as the next verse shews. 

Ver. 19. And it was told Saul, Behold, David is at Naioth 
in Ramah.] ltamah seems to have been the place from 
whence Samuel was descended, called (in the first chap- 
ter, ver. 1.) Ramathaim-zophim, for the reason I gave 
there. And Naioth was a neighbouring place belonging 
to it, and perhaps the suburbs of it: where the sons of 
the prophets either had their ordinary residence, or were 
wont sometimes to retire thither for greater privacy. 

Ver. 20. A?id Saul sent messengers to take David.] His 
implacable hatred had abolished all respect and reverence 
to Samuel (under whose protection David now was), and 
to. tho college of the prophets, which was a kind of sanc- 
tuary unto "those w T ho fled to it. : 
* And when they, saw the company of the prophets prophe- 
sying, and Samuel standing as appointed over them.] To 
govern them. . 

The. Spirit of the Lord came also upon the messengers of 
§aul, and they also prophesied.] That is, praised God in 
hymns, which tho prophets composed and sang to him, 
(1 Chron. xxv. 1, 2. 4.) 

Ver. 21. And when it ivas told Saul, he sent other tnessen- 
gers,and they prophesied likewise. And Saul sent again the 
third time, and they prophesied also.] A strange obstinacy, 
to contend so long with the Spirit of God: who quite di- 
verted tho minds of his messengers from David, by in- 
spiring them with Divine thoughts. 



Ver. 22. Then.wentheaUo unto Ramah.] Not out of de- 
votion, but to destroy David. 

And came to a great well that is in Sechu.] Where com- 
pany commonly w r as to fetch water. 

And he asked and said, Where are Samuel and David? 
And they answered and said, Behold, they be at Naioth in 
Ramah.] It is a probable opinion of Conrad /Pellicanns, 
that Naioth signifies the habitation or college where 'the 
prophets dwelt in Ramah. 

Ver. 23. And he went thitlier to Naioth in Ramah.] lie 
directed his way towards that place. 

And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him also, and he 
xvent on prophesying until he came to Naioth in Ramah.] 
His messengers did not prophesy till they came thither; 
but God inspired Saul as4ic was on the way unto that place. 
So that from Sechu, I suppose, till he came there, his evil 
spirit was gone, and he praised God as the prophets did. 
This was to convince him, that he laboured in a vain pur- 
suit after David, whom the Spirit of God powerfully de- 
fended. . ! 

Ver. 24. And he stripped off his clothes also.] His royal 
robes (as R. Solomon and other Jewish doctors expound 
it), appearing like an ordinary man; or perhaps in the pro- 
phetical habit. Or it may be meant only of his upper gar- 
ment, whatsoever it was. For when the Germans are said 
by, some* to have appeared' naked, Tacitus interprets it, 
" rejecta veste superiore," throwing off their upper gar- 
ment. But the first I fake to be the truest account; and, 
as Procopius Gazaeus here notes, "Habitus illc regni ab- 
lationcm significabat;" this throwing off his royal habit sig- 
nifies the taking away his kingdom from him. 
-. And prophesied before Samuel* in like manner.] This 
seems to denote, that his .messengers had also stripped 
themselves w r hen they prophesied. And Abarbinel will 
have it, that they all still foretold the crown should be set 
upon* the head of David.- 

And lay down naked all that day, and all that night.] As 
a man in an ecstacy, that had not the use of his senses. 
But by naked is meant only, as before, stripped of his 
royal robe. 

Wherefore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets?] 
This gave occasion to renew the proverbial" saying, which 
had been in use long before. (See x. 12.) 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. J\.ND David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and 
came and said before Jonathan.] By Saul's being thrown 
into a trance (mentioned in the verse beforegoing), God's 
providence gave David time to escape; and he went from 
thence to Gibeah, where Jonathan was. 

What have I done ? and what is mine iniquity ? and what 
is my sin before thy father, that he seeketh my life?] Such 
violent and unwearied ^persecution must arise from some 
extraordinary cause or other; which he desires to know: 
for he could not accuse himself of any kind of fault, that 
should embitter Saul against him. 

Ver. 2. And he said, God forbid; thou shalt not die.]. 
He would have him think there was no such danger as he 
suspected. i 

Behold, my father will do nothing, either great or small, 
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but he ivill sheiv it me; and why should my father hide this 
from me? it is not so.] These words signify that Jonathan* 
knew nothing of his father's design; and that he had sent 
the messengers forenamed, without his privity,- to" seize 
David. Yet it is strange he should not know of his send- 
ing to his house to apprehend him. Therefore some think 
Jonathan; out of dutiful affection to his father, dissembled 
the matter: arid would not have David think him so very 
wicked as he was. 

Ver. 3. And David sware moreover, and said.) That it 
was certainly so. 

Thy father certainly knoweth that I have found grace in 
thine eyes, and he saith, Let not Jonathan know this, lest 
he be grieved.'] He was willing to believe that Saul might 
conceal his intentions from Jonathan; for the reason here 
mentioned. 

'Bui truly, as the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, there 
is but a step between me and death.] But by a most solemn 
oath he endeavours to persuade him that he was in ex- 
treme danger of losing his life. 

Ver. 4J Then said Jonathan to David, Whatsoever thy 
sonl desireth, I will even do it for thee.] Both to find out 
Saul's intention's, and to save David's life. • 

Ver. 5. And David said unto Jonathan, To-morrow is 
the new moon, and I should not fail to sit ivith the king at 
meat.] There were solemn sacrifices every new moon, and 
then afeastupon them. And David being one of the king's 
family, by marrying his daughter, used to" eat with them at 
these festival times: and he thought it possible that Saul, 
who lately pursued him in a fit of rage, when the evil spirit 
was upon him, might now* be mitigated by the Spirit of 
God comingnponhim atNaioth: and so might inquire 
after him, and receive him into favour again, as he had* 
formerly done. But he durst not trust to this opinion, till 
he had tried his mind and affection to him, after the man- 
ner here propounded. • 

But let me go, that I may hide myself in the field.] He de- 
sires, with his approbation, to retire to his father's house,- 
and the field thereabouts, with which he was well ac- 
quainted. ' - - 

Till the third day at even.] That is, till the next day but 
one after the new moon, as appears from ver. 27. 35. 

Ver.C If thy father at all 7niss me, then say, David 
earnestly asked leave of me that he might run to Beth-lehem, 
his city: for t Here is a yearly sacrifice there for alt the fa- 
mily.] It is likely this was a custom among pious families- 
to meet together once a year, and praise God for his mer- 
cies towards them all. 

Ver. 7. If he say thus, It is well ; thy servaitt shall have 
peace: but if he be very wroth, then be sure that evil is de- 
termined by him.] If he approved of Jonathan's licence, he 
might hope he was paciiied: but if he still stormed and 
raged, he might probably conclude his destruction was 
decreed ; and that his hatred continued so implacably, that 
he must be forced to leave his country. 

Ver. 8. Therefore thou shalt deal kindly with thy servant.] 
In giving him a faithful account how he found his father 
disposed towards him. 

For thou hast brought thy servant into a covenant of the 
Ijord with thee.] It was Jonathan's motion, that they should 
make a solemn covenant before God (who is the avenger 
of all falseness) of mutual friendship, (xviii. 3.) 



. Notwithstanding, if there be in me iniquity, slay me thy- 
self; for why shouldest thou bring me to thy father?] A mar- 
vellous assurance of his integrity, which made him freely 
offer himself to die, without troubling his father any further, 
if he knew any guilt in him. 

Ver. 9. And Jonathan said, Far be it from thee.] Do not 
speak after this manner. 

For if I knew certainly that evil was determined by my 
father to come upon thee, then ivould not I tell thee ?] He 
disclaims all thoughts either of killing him himself, or let- 
ting him fall into the hands of his father, if he could prevent 
it. For who could imagine a man so solemnly engaged, 
and who had already shewn himself such a faithful friend, 
would not discover any design he knew against him? 

Ver. 10. And David said, Who shall tell me?] He de- 
sired to know who should bring him advice how matters 
stood. ' -* 

And ivhat if thy father ansiver thee roughly?] And not 
suffer thee to come to me thyself. 

Ver. 11. And Jonathan said unto David, Come, let as go 
into the field. And they went both of them into the field.] 
To take their measures about this matter.' 

Ver. 12. And Jonathan said nnto David, O Lord God of 
Israel, when I have sounded my father any time to-morrow, ' 
or the third day, and, behold, if there be good toivards David, 
and I then send not unto thee, and shew it thee.] The first 
w r ords seem to be an exclamation: and the rest, as if he 
had said, Shall I who love thee so much, be thought capa- 
ble of breaking my word with thee ? All these verses are 1 
full of passion ; and the words are broken, concise, and in- 
terrupt: as the words of lovers are wont to be, especially 
when they are disturbed. 

Ver. 13. The Lord do so, and much more to Jona- 
than: but if it please my father to do thee evil, then I will 
shew it thee, and send thee away, that thou mayest go in 
peace; and the Lord be with thee, as he hath been with mtf 
father.] In this case he advises him to get away, and pre-' 
serve himself as well as he could: praying God to make 
him as successful as his father had been; and bring him to' 
the kingdom. 

Ver. 14. And thou shalt not only, while J yet live, shew' 
me the kindness of the Lord.] The kindness promised him* 
before the Lord, or the greatest kindness. The words' in 
the Hebrew run plainly thus, And wilt thou not, if I be then 
alive (viz. when God had advanced him to the throne, as 
he did his father) wilt thou not shew me the loving-kindness 
of the Lord? He made no doubt, but rather strongly af-' 
finned his belief of it. 

That I die not.] After the manner of those kings, who * 
were wont to cut off the children of their predecessors: 
unto whose throne they were advanced. 

Ver. 15. But also thou shalt not cut off thy kindness from 
my house for ever.] The covenant they had made was'not' 
merely personal, but reached to their posterity. 

No, not when the Lord hath cut off the enemies of David, 
every one from the face of the earth.] When he had the' 
•greatest power, and none to oppose his will. 

Ver. 1G. So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of 
David, saying, Let the Lord even requite it at the hand of 
David's enemies.] They had made a league of personal 
friendship, a little after the slaughter of Goliath : and now 
.they make a friendship between their families ; and Jona- 
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than wished that God would requite it, if any of his family 
proved David's enemies. This he renewed afterward, and 
added further articles to the league, that Jonathan should 
be next to himself, (xxiii. 18.) 

Vcr. 17. And Jonathan caused David to swear again, 
because Ite loved him.] Or he made him swear again by the 
love he bare to him. 

For lie loved him as he loved his own soul] The greatness 
of his lovo to him made him think ho could never do 
enough to secure his friendship to all generations. 

Vcr. 18. Tlien Jonathan said unto David> To-morrow is 
the new moon; and thou shalt be missed, because thy seat 
will be empty.] The place where he used to sit with Saul 
at table. 

Vcr. 19. And when thou hast stayed three days, then thou 
shalt go down quickly.] It is commonly interpreted, of 
staying so long with his kindred at Bcth-lehcm, or some 
other place of retirement. But in the Hebrew the words 
arCj thou shalt three times (or three days)jro down to a very 
low place: and the meaning seems to be, that if Jonathan 
did not come the first day, he should take it for granted ho 
knew nothing ; and come again the second ; and if ho 
brought him no news then, come the third. 

And come to the place where thou didst hide thyself wlien 
the business was in hand.] When they were discoursing of 
this very matter; how to discover Saul's affection towards 
David. Or, when he did David's business with his father, 
and interceded so effectually for him, that Saul promised 
not to kill him. 

And thou shalt remain by the stone Ezel.] It is thought 
to be a stone that shewed men their way, where several 
roads met: because the word imports going or travelling. 

Ver. 20. And I will shoot three arrows, as though I shot 
at a mark.] For when he came there might be passengers 
going to and fro: which would deprive them of the privacy 
they desired. Therefore this seems to have been given as 
a sign that the coast was clear. 

Vfcr. 21. And, behold, I will send a lad, saying, Go find 
out the arrows. If I expressly say to the lad, Behold, the ar- 
rows are on this side of thee, take them; then come thou: for 
there is peace to thee, arid no hurt, as the Lord liveth.] So 
that he might securely appear, and shew himself. 

Vcr. 22. But if I say thus unto the young man,BeJiold, 
the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the Lord 
hath sent thee away.] He would not have him venture to 
discover himself; but look upon this as a sign that God 
would not have him appear at court. 

Vcr. 23. And as touching the matter that thou and I 
have spoken of, behold, the Lord is between thee and me for 
ever.] As a witness, and an avenger, if we keep not the 
covenant we have made of perpetual friendship. 

Ver. 24. So David hid himself in the field: and when the 
new moon was come, the king sat him down to eat meat.] He 
did not immediately hide himself in the field, but when the 
time came that he had appointed : for he first went to 
Ecth-lchem, (vcr. 6. 28.) 

Vcr. 25. And the king sat upon his seat, as at other times, 
even upon a seat by the wall.] The Israelites sat at meat 
(as did the Greeks and Romans in aftertimes) in a half 
round, or circle : which they called sigma, from the ancient 
figure of that letter, which was thus, Q. Now the middle 
place, in this fashion of sitting, was most honourable 



among this people, as our Mr. Thorndiko gathers from this 
very place. Upon which R. Solomon saith, " Saul sat in 
the head of the couch next the wall." For supposing them 
to sit in a round, or half circle, as the manner always was, 
wemust needs conceive that the back or middle of this half 
circle must bo towards the wall, for all conveniences. (See 
his Religious Assemblies, p. G2.) It may be also here ob- 
served, that the custom of lying along, leaning on their el- 
bows, was not yet introduced, in these ancient times ; but 
they sat at meat as we do. (See Bochartus, Hicrozoicon, 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 5. p. 598.) 

And Jonathan arose.] When his father came into the 
room: and after Saul had taken his place, it is likely, sat 
on his right hand. 

And Abner sat by Saul's side.] On his left hand, I sup- 
pose, being his cousin, and the general of his army. 

And David's place was empty.] Which, it is probable, 
was next to Abncr's. 

Ver. 26. Nevertheless Saul spake not any thing that day.] 
Made no inquiry after David. 

For he thought, Something hath befallen him, he is not 
clean; surely he is not clean.] What this mikrah or accident 
signifies, which we translate something hath befallen him, 
see upon Lev. xv. 1G. 

• Ver. 27. And it came to pass on Hue morrow, which 
was the second day of the month, that David's place was 
empty: and Saul said unto Jonathan his son, Wherefore 
cqmeth not the sonof Jesse.] His calling him the son of Jesse 
argued both scorn and displeasure against him. 

To meat, neither yesterday nor to-day?] By this it ap- 
pears, the Jews anciently observed two days, in the begin- 
ning of every month, with festival joy. The reason was, 
because the new moon being proclaimed according to its 
appearance, ^nd it appearing unequally, sometimes in the 
afternoon, sometimes in the evening, sometimes at midnight, 
therefore they observed two days, as Scaliger and others 
have observed. And they who were not clean the first day, 
might observe the second: for that sort of unclcanness 
here spoken of lasted but one day. 

Ver. 28. And Jonathan answered Saul, David earnestly 
asked leave of me to go to Beth-lehem.] Which he, being 
next to the king, had power, I suppose, to grant: as ap- 
pears, from his demanding of Jonathan an account what 
was become of him. 

Vcr. 29. And he said, Let me go, I pray thee; for my fa- 
mily hath a sacrifice in the city ; and my brother, he hath 
commanded me to be there.] The eldest brother let all the 
rest know that their company was expected. 

• Now, if I have found grace in thine eyes, let me go away, 
I pray thee, and see my brethren: therefore he comcth not 
to the king's table.] Ho expresses in many words, the great 
importunity of David for leave to go and visit his relations : 
which he thought might make the king not take it ill that 
he had granted it. 

Ver. 30. And Saul's anger ivas kindled against Jonathan, 
and he said unto him, Thou son of a perverse rebellious wo- 
man.] Or, as it is in the Hcbrevy, thou son ofpewcrsc re- 
bellion. That is, a very perverse rebel. 

Do not I know that thou hast chosen the son. of Jesse to 
thy own confusion.] Made him his friend, to his utter un- 
doing. 

And unto the confusion of thy mother's nakedness?] For 
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the world would think that he was none of his son; be- 
cause he loved him entirely, whom Saul hated extremely. 

Ver. 31. For as long as the son of Jesse liveth upon the 
ground, thou shall not be established, nor thy kingdom.'] He 
jvas fully satisfied that David, if he lived, would be king of 
Israel. Which, if he knew by Samuel's anointing him, it 
was madness to imagine that he should be able to overthrow 
the counsel of God, 

Wherefore now fetch him to me ; for he shall surely die.] 
He could not «xpcct to be obeyed, since his son loved 
him so much : but his fury made him lay this command 
upon him. • 

Ver. 32. And Jonatlian answered Saul his father, Where- 
fore should he be slain? what hath he done?] He declines 
his command,. by. desiring to know what his guilt was. 

Ver. 33.. And Saul cast a javelin at him to smite him.] It 
is not said, as it is of David, xix. 10. to smite him to the 
wall: and therefore some think he intended only to wound 
him, not to kill him : but the word smite, in Scripture, com- 
monly signifies to kill, and there is no reason to take it 
otherwise here : Saul's fury being so great, that he minded 
not what he did. One would think that he used a javelin 
or lance as a sceptre : for it was always ready at hand. 

Wherefore Jonathan knew that it was determined of his 
father to slay David.] That it was his unalterable resolu- 
tion. Which is implied in that phrase, (ver. 31.) he is the 
son of death, as Constantine I/Empereur observes upon 
Bava-kama, p. 90. 

Ver. 34. So Jonatlian rose from the table in fierce anger, 
and did eat no meat the second day of the month :for he was 
grieved for David, because his father had done him shame.] 
Here arc two reasons why he fasted : first, because he was 
extremely afflicted for David; and, secondly, his father had 
put Jonathan to shame r by his foul language, and by throw- 
ing a javelin at him : for so the words run clearly in the 
Hebrew; for lie was grieved for David, and because, Sec. 
the copulative and being wanting, as in many other places. 

Ver. 35. And it came to pass in the morning.] Of the 
third day. 

Tliat Jonathan went out into the field at the time appointed 
toith David, and alittle lad with him.] According to their 
agreement, (ver. 20, 21.) 

Ver. 36. And he said to tlte lad, Run, find out the arrows 
which I shoot. And as the lad ran, he shot an arrow beyond 
him.] Which was the sign given to David of Saul's ill in- 
tentions, (ver. 22.) 

Ver. 37. And when the lad was come to the place of the 
arrow tvhich Jonathan had shot, Jonathan cried after the 
lad, Is not the arrow beyond thee?] He cried so loud, I 
suppose, that David might hear him what he said. 

Ver. 38- And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make speed, 
stay not.] So desirous he was to be alone with David. 

And Jonathan's lad gathered up the arrows, and came to 
his master. 

Ver. 39.' And the lad knew not any thing; only Jonathan 
and David knew the matter.] The meaning of all this. 

Ver. 40. And Jonathan gave his artillery to the lad, and 
said unto him, Go, carry them into the city.] That he might 
be left alone withDavid. 

Ver. 41. And as soon as the lad was gone, David arose 
out of a place towards the south.] On the south of the 
stone Ezel: on the north side of which Jonathan shot his 



arrows, that the lad might not chance to stumble upon 
David. - 

And fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself 
three times.] After three bows, he fell on his face; out of 
reverence to him, as the king's son, and his excellent 
friend. Arrianus saith, (lib. iv.) that this prostration was 
introduced by Cyrus: but he is confuted by this action of 
David; which shews it to have been a far more ancient 
posture. . 

And they kissed one another, and wept one with another, 
until David exceeded.] Being to become an exile from his 
friend, from his wife, from his kindred, and the people of 
God ; and from all sacred solemnities. 

Ver. 42. And Jonathan said to David, Go in peace, for- 
asmuch as we have sworn both of us in the name of the 
Lord, saying, The Lord be between me and thee, and be* 
tween my seed and thy seed for ever.] As much as to say, 
donbt not that I will faithfully keep my covenant with 
thee ; as I doubt not of thy perpetual steadfastness in it, 
when I am dead. And this must be our satisfaction, in 
this sad separation. 

And he arose and departed.] That is, David left Jo- 
nathan. 

And Jonathan went into the city.] I suppose their dis- 
course continued but a short time ; for fear of being dis- 
covered. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN came David to Nob.] It is hard to tell 
where this city was ; for it is not reckoned among the cities 
of the priests, either in the tribe of Judah, or of Benjamin, 
or of any other. But D. Kimchi saith, his father took it 
for Jerusalem ; and perhaps it was near to it: where the 
tabernacle being fixed, the priests resorted thither in great 
numbers, and settled there. In Neh. xi. 32. we find men- 
tion of a city of this name, in the tribe of Benjamin: whi- 
ther Saul, perhaps, brought the tabernacle, being his own 
tribe. 

Unto Ahimelech the priest.] Intending here to commend 
himself and his cause to God; and to beg his direction 
and protection. Ahimelech is no where called the high- 
priest, but always Ahimelech the priest, or simply the priest: 
(ver. 4 — 6. 9.) yet, being the son of Ahitub, (xxii. 0. 11.) 
who was tho son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, he is generally 
supposed to have been the brother of Ahijah, (mentioned 
xiv. 3.) and he being dead, to have succeeded him in the 
high-priesthood. 

And Ahimelech zvas afraid at the meeting of David.] See- 
ing him alone; and having heard, perhaps, something of 
the king's displeasure against him. 

And said unto him, WJiy art thou alone, and no man tvith 
thee?] A man of David's quality, he knew, never went 
without attendants. And the truth is, David had some 
persons with him, as the fourth verse tells us, and appears 
from our Saviour's words (in the second of St. Mark), 
where he mentions u David and those that were with him." 
But he had no such persons as used to be his guard ; and 
he left those that were with him at some distance, that 
Ahimelech might not sec them. 

Ver. 2. And David said unto Ahimelech the priest, The 
king hath commanded me a business, and hath said unto me> 
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IM no man know any thing of the business whereon I send 
thee, and what I have commanded thee.] We are not from 
hence to take an example of speaking untruths (as Con- 
radus Pellicanus here glosses), but the wickedness of the 
world is the more to be deplored, which sometimes puts a 
necessity upon excellent men to lie, that they may preserve 
their lives, which cannot be safe without it. 

And I have appointed my servants to such and. such a 
place.] Here he acknowledges he had servants with him : 
but he had disposed them into several places, that the 
king's business might be the better concealed. 

Ver. 3. Now therefore what is tinder thy hand?] He 
desired to know what he was able to do for him, to supply 
his wants. 

• • Give me five loaves of bread in my hand.] Particularly he 
desires to satisfy his hunger, and enough for his servants. 

Or xvhat there is present.] That is, any other victuals. 
. Ver. 4. And the priest answered, There is no common 
bread under my hand; but there is hallowed bread, if the 
young men have kept themselves at least from women.] It 
was the ancient custom among other nations, for the priests 
to keep themselves even from the lawful use of women, 
before they performed their office: as Porphyry informs 
us, lib. iv. TLtoi ^Anoxve, sect.- 7. Therefore Ahimelech 
requires this of David's soldiers, or companions, that be- 
ing to eat of the holy bread, which none but priests might 
eat, they should eat it with the same purity, which was re- 
quired of the priests, y * * 

Ver. 5. And David answered the priest, and said unto 
him, Of a truth women have been kept fromtts about these 
three days, since I came out.] As many, days as the Lord 
himself required for the sanctifying of the people, when ho 
appeared on Mount Sinai, at the giving of the law, (Exod. 
xix.15.) 

And the vessels of the young men.] That is, their bodies: 
so the word keli here signifies, as o-icevoc doth in 1 Tim. iv. 4. 

Are holy.] That is, separated from women. 

And the bread is in a manner common.] He adds, that he 
need not scruple to give them the hallowed bread ; for it 
was not so holy as when it was upon the table of the Lord: 
but became, in a manner, or in some part, common bread ; 
being now the food not only of the priest, but of his whole 
family. 

Yea, though it were sanctified this day in the vessel.] The 
marginal translation is more plain, especially when there 
was other that day sanctified in the vessel. He means, new 
bread was set upon the table of the Lord : so that no 
wrong was done to him. By the vessel is meant the dish 
on which the bread was placed, mentioned Exod. xxv.29. 

Ver. 6. So the priest gave him hallowed .bread ; for there 
was no bread there but the sheiv-bread that v;as taken' from 
before the Lord, to jmt hot bread in the day that it was 
taken away.] In this neither Ahimelech'.nor David com- 
mitted any sin: for invincible necessity dispensed with all 
these ritual laws; as the Jews themselves confess. Parti- 
cularly. R. Levi, who saith, in a great famine they might 
eat an ass's head, which was an unclean creature. And 
they justify this by the words of the law, (Lev. xviii. 5.) he 
shall live in them, not, He shall die in them. From whence 
they gather, that in danger of life such laws were not to be 
observed. And so Procopius Gazocus observes, that wise 
men among the ancient people of God, had less regard to 



these bodily precepts of the law : and that Abiathar, in 
granting leave to David and his men to eat of the pontifical 
bread, plusquam vulgus sapiebat, was much wiser than the 
vulgar people. He calls him Abiathar, not Ahimelech, who 
granted this indulgence; for so doth our blessed Saviour, 
Mark ii. 26. and there is a learned friend of mine, who hath a 
Dissertation ready for the press, to prove that Abiathar 
was at this time high-priest. Though it is commonly thought 
he' was only the sagan, as tho Jews in later times call him 
who was the high-priest's vicar: and upon that account 
was a secondary high-priest; though that name of high- 
priest did not belong to Abiathar in the highest sense. And 
besides this, there* is no incongruity in saying, that was 
done in the days of Abiathar the high-priest (as our Saviour 
speaks), which was done in Abiathar's days, though done 
somewhat before he came to the high-priesthood. As things 
may be said to have been done in the days of Henry VIII. 
or any other king of England, which came to pass before 
he began to reign. 

Ver. 7. Now, a certain man of the servants of Saul was 
there that day, detained before the Lord.] It is not to be ima- 
gined that he w T as detained here by force and constraint: 
but by some vow he had upon him ; or other religious per- 
formance/ to which he had obliged himself. ' /. '* 
-• And his name was Doeg, an Edomite.] His native country 
was Edom: but he was proselyted to the Jewish religion.* 

The chiefest of the herdsmen that belonged unto Saul.] 
The Hebrew word abir signifies a potent man, or prince; 
and is -sometimes attributed to God. And therefore here 
signifies, that he was set over all the herdsmen, as their in- 
spector and governor. Such there were in Syria, as Bo- 
chartus observes, out of Diodoirus Siculus; who mentions 
one that was Trpoetxrwc rCov jSaoiXwcwv krriyCov, pecoris regit 
prmfectus. And so the Targum, and Kimchi, and others, 
here translate it. : 

Ver. 8. -And David said unto Ahimelech, Is there not here 
under thy hand either spear or sivord?for I have not brought 
my sword nor any weapon with me.] He left them all behind, 
that he might the better conceal himself, and pass for a 
private man.* 

Because the king's business required haste.] But he pre- 
tended to Ahimelech, it was because he had not time to go 
"to his house: the king pressing him immediately to be gone 
about his business. 

Ver. 9. And the priest said, The sword of Goliath the 
Philistine, whom thou slewest in the valley of Mali, behold, it 
is here wrapped in, a cloth behind the ephod.~] Behind the 
place where the garments of the priests were laid up: of 
which the ephod and its appurtenances were the chief. 

If thou wilt take that, take it ; for there is no other save 
that here. And David said, There is none like unto that; 
give it me.] Which he thought he might use, though it had 
been laid up in God's treasury as a monument of his won- 
derful mercy: because he was in great necessity .to provide 
for his own defence. 

Ver. 10. And David arose, and fled that day for fear of 
Saul.~] Out of the country of Israel. 

And went to Achish the icing of Gath.] A miserable con- 
dition ! to be forced to flee to those for protection, who, he 
had reason to think, were his bitter enemies. For this was 
the city of Goliath whom he had slain, and whose sword he 
had now about him. But perhaps he thought he should 
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not be known; or he knew Achish to be a very generous 
person; or being now in disgrace with Saul, he thought 
the Philistines might take him for Saul's enemy, and en- 
gage with them against him. Thus Themistocles being ba- 
nished his own country, fled first to Admetus the king of the 
Molossians, with whom he had been at enmity, and then to 
the king of Persia. . 

Ver. 11. And the semants of Achish said unto him, Is not 
ihis David the king of the land?] Either they meant a 
chief commander in Israel, who was respected as the king: 
or they had heard of his being designed to be king instead 
of Saul, which made him persecute him. 

Did they not sing of him one to another in dances, saying, 
Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands?] 
By this it appears they had good information of what was 
done in the land of Israel: and so might know what was re- 
ported, that Samuel had anointed him to be' their king. 

Ver. 12! And David laid up these ivords in his heart, and 
was^oreafraidofAchishkingofGath.]Th\sdiscoxirsedeop\y 
affected him, and made him think himself not safe there. 

Ver. 13. And he changed his behaviour before them, and 
feigned himself mad in their hands, and scrabbled on the 
doors of the gates, and let the spittle fall down upon his 
'beard.] He counterfeited himself to be out of his wits, or 
to be a fool, who never had any. For he wrote upon the 
gates, and slavered, as fools are wont to do. 

Ver. 14. And Achish said unto his servant, Lo, the man is 
mad, wherefore have ye brought him unto me?] Some of the 
courtiers had presented him unto the king : who seeing him 
a goodly person, had listed him, perhaps, as an officer in his 
service. 

Ver. 15. Have I need of madmen that ye have brought 
this fellow to play the madman in my presence? shall this 
fellow come into my house?] He would not have his court 
troubled with fools or madmen. For it is likely he did not 
believe this to be David ; or if he was, he was now become 
good for nothing: and come out of his own country be- 
cause he was beside himself. - 



CHAP. XXIL 

Ver. L JljA VID therefore departed thence, and escaped 
to the cave of Adullam.] Which was a strong hold (1 Chron. 
xi. 13.) in the tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 35.) unto which 
tribe he belonging, might hope to find some friends there. ' 

And when his brethren and all his father's house heard it, 
they went down thither to him.] Either to comfort him, or to 
secure themselves from the fury of Saul: who they thought 
might probably wreak his hatred to David upon them. 

Ver. 2. And every one that ivas in distress.'] All needy 
people, pinched with want, who heard that David was there. 

And every one that was in debt.] Perhaps David might 
not know they were such persons: or if he did, intended 
not to protect them from their creditors, if they had been 
able to pay them. It was the manner in ancient times, 
among the Gauls, for those who were in debt or oppressed, 
to betake themselves to the service of some great men: by 
whom, as they were maintained, so they devoted them- 
selves to live and die with them. Thus Cccsar tells us, 
lib. vi. de Bello Gall. cap. 13. " Plerique cum aut cere 
alieno aut magnitudinc tributorum, aut injuria potentiorum 

vol. n. 



premantur, sese in servitutem dicant nobilibus," &c. And 
these'they called Soldurii: and the men that came to Da- 
Yid seem to have been such as resolved to live and die 
with him. , • '* 

And evei-y one that was discontented.] In the Hebrew; 
bitter of soul; that is, lay under sore afflictions. 

Gathered themselves unto him; and he became a captain 
over them.] ,They listed themselves under him, as their 
commander: who was forced to take this course in his 
own defence, that he might not be suddenly surprised. But 
Grotius observes, (lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pads, cap. 4. 
sect. 6.) that David did not entertain these men into, his 
service, till, in the judgment of Jonathan, and by many 
other certain arguments, his life appeared to tie in immi- 
nent danger. And then he neither assaulted any city, nor 
sought for anyoccasion to fight: but avoided it, by seek- 
ing for lurking-places, sometimes in the deserts, some-, 
times among strange people: always taking care not to 
hurt his countrymen. , . 

And there were tvith him about four hundred men^] 
Among whom, I suppose, his own kindred were the chief. 

Ver. 3. And David went .thence toMizpeh of Moab.] For 
the Moabites were at difference with Saul, (xiv. 47.) 

And he said unto the king of Moab, Let my father and 
my mother, I pray thee, come forth, and be with yon.] He 
the rather hoped for this kindness to be shewn to his aged 
parents (who were not able to travel up and down, as he 
was likely to do), because he was descended from a Moabr 
ite by the mother's side, especially if "Ruth the Moabitess 
were of the royal family, as the Jews imagine. 

Till I know what God will do with me.] Who, he 
doubted not, would make good his word to him'. 

Ver. 4. And he b?-ought them before the king of Moab; 
and they dwelt with him all the time that Datiid was in the 
hold.] All the time of his exile: when he wandered here 
and there, and had no certain place of abode: being 
haunted by Saul from place to place; seldom suffering 
him to rest. So Pellicanus expounds the Hebrew wx>rd 
metzudah: which siguifies also a strong hold. 

* Ver. 5. And the prophet Gad.] Who* being bred under 
Samuel, and knowing he had anointed David to be king/re- 
solved to accompany him in his banishment: which was* a 
great comfort to him. 

Said unto David, Abide not in the hold.] This doth not 
signify any particular strong place, where he now was: 
but, in general, all those places where he thought himself 
secure, in the neighbouring countries. 

Depart, and get tJtee into the land of Judah.] Where he 
would have him publicly appear;as one that confided in 
God, and in his own innocence. 

* Then David departed, and came into the forest of Ha- 
reth.] Where there were many secret lurking-places: unto 
which he might upon occasion resort. 

Ver. 6. And when Saul heard that David was discovered, 
and the men that were with him.] He was not so well be- 
loved, as to have early intelligence of David's listing men: 
which made him reproach those that attended him, in the 
following verse. 

( Now Saul abode in Gibeah tinder a tree in RamaL] Or, 
in a high place, as Ramah signifies. Otherwise the first 
words must be interpreted netir Gibeah, or in the territories 
ofGibeah; ■ t t . , . : t 
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Having his spear in Ids hand.] By his spear is to be un- 
derstood his sceptre, according to the phrase of those 
times.. For so Justin, (lib. xliii. cap. 3.) speaking of the 
first times of the Romans (which was about the reign of 
Saul), saith, " Per ea adhuc tempora, reges bastas pro dia- 
dematc habebant, quas Graeci sceptra dixere," &c. In 
those days, kings hitherto had spears as signs of royal au- 
thority: which the Greeks call sceptres. For in the begin- 
ning of things, the ancients worshipped spears for immortal 
gods. In memory. of which religion, spears are still added 
to the images of the gods. And thus the kings of Argos 
(as Pausanias tells us in his Boeotica) called their sceptres 
spears. 

- And all his servants ivere standing about him).'] His usual 
guards, and the principal officers of his court. 

Ver. 7. Tlien Saul said unto his servants that stood about 
him, Hear now, ye.Benjamites.] Yo men of my own tribe: 
of whom he seems to speak with disdain. 

Will the son of Jesse give every one of you fields and vine- 
yards, and make you all captains of thousands, and captains 
of hundreds?] Bestow preferment upon them all, more or 
less; if not lands of inheritance. For so the words are to 
be translated, give you fields, &c. or make you captains, &c. 
Ver. 8. Tfiat all of you have conspired against me.] To 
conceal David's designs from him, if not to assist him in 
them. The spirit of jealousy always possesses those who 
are engaged in such bloody designs as he had against Da- 
vid: which all good men abhorred. 

And there is none of yon that sheweth me my son hath made 
a league with the son of Jesse; and there is none of you that 
is sorry for me.] He suspected Jonathan had made a league 
with David ; but did not certainly know it, much less what 
it was: and was very much vexed, that none were soli- 
citous enough for him (so the word signifies, as De Dieu 
observes, which we translate sorry for him), to make a dis- 
covery of it to him. 

Or sheweth me that my son hath stirred up my servant 
against me, to lie in wait as at this day.] His jealousy car- 
ried him so far as to make him suspect Jonathan not only 
sided with David, but had encouraged him to take up arms, 
and to appear openly, as haying many friends and par- 
takers : for since he threw the javelin at Jonathan, it is 
likely he absented himself from court, or did not appear so 
frequently, or looked discontented when he came into his 
presence. •• 

Ver. 9. Then answered Doeg the Edomite, which was over 
the servants of Saul.] The rest being silent, he undertook to 
inform the king who were false to him : or being a forward 
man, and hating David, prevented all the rest of his fellow- 
servants. 

And said, I saw the son of Jesse.] He speaks as con- 
temptibly of him, as his master had lately been wont to do, 
not vouchsafing to call him by his name, (xx. 27. 30.) 

Coming to Nob', to Ahimclech the son ofAhitub.] He re- 
presents him, as if he came to tako advice of Ahimclech, 
and lay his designs accordingly. 

Ver. 10. And he inquired of the Lord for him.] Some 
think Doeg in this slandered Ahimelcch, because -we read 
nothing of it; and David speaks of his false tongue: but 
this may as well be true as that which follows is. And 
Doeg's wickedness consisted in representing things wrong: 
concealing the truth, and saying nothing of David's pre- 



tences to Ahimclech; but insinuating as if he were in* a 
plot with David against the king. Whereas, the good man 
was made to believe that David was going about the king's 
business, and upon that account assisted him. 

And gave him victuals, and gave him the sword of Goliath 
the Philistine.] And very innocently, as he very well knew : 
but represented these as acts whereby he abetted David in 
his conspiracy: which are the lies of which David accuses 
him, nothing being farther from the truth. 

Ver. 11 . And the king sent to call Ahimelech, the son ofAhi- 
tub, and all his father's house, the priests that were in Nob: 
and they came all of them to the king.] By his fathers house 
is meant all the house of Eli, whom God had threatened to 
cut off. 

Ver. 12. And Saul said, Hear now, thou son ofAhitub.] 
He shews not the least respect to him, but rather the utmost 
contempt: calling him in his rage the son ofAhitub. 

And he answered, Here I am, my lord.] But he did not 
forget his respect to the king. 

Ver. 13. And Saul said unto him, Why have ye conspired 
against me^ thou and the son Of Jesse, in that thou hast 
given him bread, and a sword, and hast inquired of God 
for him, that he should rise against me, to lie in tvait, as at 
this day?] A very rash charge, unless there had been proof 
that he did these things with an evil intent, which there 
was not. 

Ver. 14. Tlien Ahimelech answered and said, And who is 
so faithful among all thy servants as David, which is the 
king's son-in-law, and goeth at thy bidding; and is honoura- 
ble in thy house?] The oracle was consulted only upon pub- 
lic occasions, not for any private business. And therefore 
the sense of Ahimelech's apology for himself is this: Since 
David was held by all to be a most loyal subject, as well 
as a person of great honour, and in high favour with the 
king, having married his daughter; what could he think* 
but that David was sent by the king (as he said he was) 
upon some business of public concern; to command his 
forces, suppose (as he had often done), in some expedition 
against his enemies? And, doubting what course to take, 
came to advise with God, as he had done heretofore. For 
this was not the first time (as he saith in the next verse) 
that he had consulted the Divine Majesty for him, in diffi- 
cult cases, concerning the good of the kingdom. 

Ver. 15. Did I then begin to inquire of God for him?] 
He desired that might not be an argument against him ; 
for he had theretofore done the same thing without any 
imputation of guilt. 

Be it far from me.] That which he was charged withal - x 
conspiracy against the king, (ver. 13.) 

L#t not the king impute any thing to his servant, or to his 
fathers house; for thy servant knew nothing of all this, 
more or less.] If there was any bad design, he pleads per- 
fect ignorance of it. 

Ver.lG. And the king said unto him, Thou shalt surely 
die, Ahimelech, thou, and thy father's house.] A mad resolu- 
tion : for what had the rest of the priests done to deserve 
such a bloody execution? 

Ver. 17. And the king said unto the footmen that stood 
about him.] In the Hebrew it is, to the runners; that is, to 
those who used to go before bim, and to follow him when 
he went abroad. . . . 

Turn, and stay the priests of the Lord ; because their hand 
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is also tvith David, and because they knew tchen he fled, and 
did not shew it me.] Such was the power their kings exer- 
cised (as Samuel told them they would), that, without a 
formal process against a man accused of a crime, they 
commanded him to be. cut off at their pleasure. 

But the servants of the king would not put forth their 
hand to fall upon the priests of the Lord.] Such was their 
reverence to God and religion in ancient times : which kept 
them in their wars from doing any hurt to the priests of their 
enemies, as Grotius observes, lib. iii. de Jure Belli et Pa- 
ds, cap. 11. sect. 10. And therefore Theodoret here justly 
praises the guards of Saul, that they chose rather to expose 
themselves to the enraged fury of Saul, than execute it 
upon the priests of God. 

Ver. 18. And the king said to Doeg, Turn thou, and fair 
upon the pi'iests.] He who was the informer, he made also 
his executioner. 

-And Doeg the Edomite turned, and fell upon the priests, 
and slew that day eighty-five persons.] Kings never want/ 
some to execute their commands, though never so bloody. 
Saul was little better than a madman; and yet had those 
at his beck who would do as he bade them, because he was 
their king. It was excellently, therefore, said by Justin 
Martyr, 'Ev^wfitOa rove j3a<riXetc * <& ap)(OVTac, fitTa r?)c j3a<n- 
Aikt/c Svva/mwg, koi adxppova rbv Xoyia/ibv ixovrag £vpc3>jvai, 
Let us pray that kings and rulers, together with a royal 
power, may be found having a sober mind. , 

Tliat did wear a linen ephod.~\ i. e. Ministered unto God : 
but we are not to understand by the ephod such a garment 
as the high-priest wore, for this is distinguished from that 
by the matter of it, which was merely linen : and nothing 
else but a linen robe, which was an honourable kind of 
garment, which others who were not priests were permitted 
to wear; as I observed before upon chap. ii. ver. 18, and 
sec Braunius, lib. ii. de Vestitu Hebr. Sacerd. cap. 6. 

Ver. 19. And Nob, the city of the priests, smote lie with 
the edge of the sword, both man and ivoman, and suckling, 
and oxen, and asses, and sheep, with the edge of the sword'] 
His fury transported him to deal worse with them than he 
did with the Amalekitcs ; some of which he spared, though 
God commanded him to destroy them all. But he did this 
to terrify all the Israelites from giving the least assistance 
to David : and make them forward to come and tell him, 
if they knew where he was. In all this was fulfilled the 
word of the Lord against the house of Eli by the prophet, 
in the second chapter of this book ; and by Samuel, when 
he was a child, in the third chapter. Abarbinel thinks, 
that, at this time, the Gibeonites were slain; upon which 
account there was a sore famine in the days of David. 
For Josephus saith,(lib. vi. cap. 14.) that Doeg slew in all 
three hundred eighty-five persons; taking some men, as 
wicked as himself, into his assistance. 

Ver. 20. And one of the sons of Ahimelech, the son of 
Ahitub, named Abiathar, escaped, and fled after David.*] 
For he could be safe no where else. 

Ver. 21. And Abiathar shewed David that Saul had slain 
the Lord's priests.] Which confirmed David in his belief of 
the hatred he bare him, and his resolution to destroy him. 

Ver. 22. And David said unto Abiathar, I knew it that 
day K when Doeg the Edomite was there t that he would surely 
tell Said.] For he knew he was none of his friend, and a 
man that loved mischief. 



Ver. 23. Abide thou with me; fear not: for he that 
seeketh my life seeketh thy life.] He comforts him with the 
assurance, that he would take as much care of him, as of 
himself. 

But with me thou shalt be in safeguard.] For he was sure 
God would make good his promise of protecting him, till 
he was made king of Israel. 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN they told David, saying, The Philistines- 
fight against Keilah.] Or, they had told David, &c. For- 
tius was done before Abiathar came to him to tell him of the 
slaughter of the priests, ver. 6. where it is said, he fled to 
David to Keilah.- Which was a city in the tribe of Judah/ 
(Josh. xv. 44.) Which the Philistines now besieged ; being* 
encouraged thereunto, perhaps, by the news they heard' 
that David was forced to flee his country. 

And tltey rob the thrashing-floors.] Which was commonly 
without their cities; for the convenience of wind, to se-* 
parage the chaff from the corn. (See Ruth iii. 2. 15.) 

Ver. 2. And David inquired of the Lord.] It is probable 
by the prophet Gad, who we read before, xxii. 5. was 
now with him. For there is no mention yet of Abiatbar's 
having the ephod; though some think it is mentioned, ver. 
6. to shew how David inquired of God. 

Shall I go and smite these Philistines ? And the Lord said 
unto David, Go and smite the Philistines, and save Keilah.] 
A remarkable instance of David's love to his country : unto* : 
which he did not become an enemy, when he was banished* 
from it. . ' * 

Ver. 3. And J)avid*s men said xinto him, Behold, we be 
afraid here in Judah.] In that part of the country where 
they then were. 

• How much more, then, if we come to Keilah, against the' 
armies of the Philistines?] His men argued against this * 
expedition, because they did not think themselves safe in 
their own country, where they hoped they had some 
friends : and therefore thought they should be in greater 
danger, if they made the Philistines their enemies. 

Ver. 4. Then David inquired of the Lord yet again.] 
Not for his own satisfaction, but for theirs : as we read in 
the history of Gideon that he did. 

And the Lord ansivered him g,nd said, Arise.*] Make no 
delay. 

Go down to Keilah ; for I will deliver the Philistines into* 
thy hand.] Here he (expressly assures him of victory. 

Ver. 5.* So Davidandhis men went to Keilah, and fought 
with the Philistines, and brought away their cattle, and 
smote them with a great slaughter. So David saved the in* 
habitants of Keilah.] He seems to have pursued the Phi- 
listines to their own country: from whence he brought 
their cattle. Or else we must suppose these cattle were 
the booty they had among the Israelites; which is not; 
so probable, because then David would have restored 
them to their owners. 

Ver. 6. And it came to pass, that when Abiathar, tlce son 
of Ahimelech, fled to David to Keilah, that he came down 
with an ephodin his hand.] Or rather, with the ephod. For 
he being* left, I suppose, to keep the sanctuary,- while his 
father and the rest of tho priests went to wait upon Saul, as- 
soon as he heard of their slaughter, took this principal 
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vestment of the high-priest, viz. the epTiod, unto which tho 
urim and thummim, with the breast-plate, were annexed, 
and carried it unto David. Unto whom ho hoped to bo 
the more acceptable, when he appeared capable to serve 
him in that high bflice. And accordingly he calls upon 
him, (ver. 9.) to bring hither the ephod; as hodid after- 
ward, (xxx. 7.) But the ephod could do no good, without 
the urim and thummim, which were inseparable from it. 
And that he speaks of tho high-priest's ephod is manifest, 
because he doth not call it a linen ephod, such as the priests 
wore ; but the ephod. The only difficulty is, that Saul 
after this seems to have consulted God by urim, (xxviii. G.) 
But perhaps he made a new one, in the room of that which 
Abiathar carried away : but God would not own it, nor 
any other way give him advice. Aben Ezra, indeed, here 
notes, that there wants that which they call the he hajediah, 
that is, the demonstrative particle he, to shew that he means 
the high-priest's ephod, and therefore it was only a linen 
ephod. Which led him into this absurd opinion, that in 
some cases God answered without urim and thummim; 
being consulted merely by an ephod. 
• Ver. 7. And it tvas told Saul that David was come to 
Keilah.] So remarkable an action could not but come pre- 
sently to Saul's ears; who was not at all mollified by it, 
but rather more resolutely bent upon David's destruction. 

And Saul said, God hath delivered him into my hand; for 
he is shut in, by entering into a town that hath gates and 
bars.] The men of Keilah could not but open their gates 
to their deliverer; but Saul fancied that he sought for 
safety in a place, that would only secure him from running 
away from him. 

Ver. 8. And Saul called all the people together to war.'] 
Raised a great army. : 

To go down to Keilah, to besiege David and his men.] He 
pretended, it is likely, he would go, and be avenged of the 
Philistines: but his inward intention was to go against 
David. 

< Ver. 9. And David knew that Saul secretly practised mis- 
chief against him.'} This intimates that Saul did not openly 
declare, when he raised his army, he would besiege Keilah ; 
but made a show of soma other design. 

And he said: to Abiatjtar the priest, Bring hither the 
ephod.] Which no doubt he put on: otherwise* he could 
not have inquired of the Lord by it. 

Ver. 10. Then said David, O Lord God of Israel, thy 
servant hath certainly heard that Saul seeks to come to 
Keilah,' to destroy the city for my sake.'] Some think that 
David put on the ephod, and then asked the Lord's advice: 
but that is a great mistake; for the high-priest was the 
person appointed by God^ to. ask counsel of him for tho 
supreme governor, (Numb, xxvii. 21.) Therefore David 
spake these words by the mouth of Abiathar. 

Ver. 11. Will the men of Keilah deliver me into his hands? 
will Saul come down, as thy servant hath heard? O Lord 
God of Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy servant. And the Lord 
said, He willco?ne down.] He seems to.have been in a great 
fright, and some contusion of spirit, when he spake these 
words : which made him not only to ask two things toge- 
ther (which the Jews say was not usual), but also out of 
due order.. For the first question should have been, Will 
Saul come down ? and then the other shp.uld have followed, 
Will they deliver me into his hand ? God therefore put him 



into tho right method, by answering to the last question 
first : as the Jewish doctors observe in the Gemara of the 
Codex Joma. 

Ver. 12. Then said David, Will the men of Keilah deliver 
me and my, men into the hand of Said?] Hence the Tal- 
mudists gather, that he who asked out of order was bound 
to ask again. 

And the Lord said, They will deliver thee.] He saw the 
base disposition of their hearts, whatsoever gratitude they 
pretended to David for their deliverance. For that is a 
rare virtue; not to be found in those in whom self-love 
prevails. It is not easy to be resolved, how they iriqnircd 
of God, the tabernacle not being there. It is likely David 
had some tent, wheresoever he was, wherein he was wont 
to pray to God, and meditate his praises; and there God 
was pleased to answer him. 

Ver. 13. Then David and his men, which were about six 
hundred.] His forces were increased two hundred, since 
the famous victory over the Philistines at Keilah. 
. Arose, and departed out of Keilah, and went whitherso- 
ever they coiddgo.] Sometimes to one place, sometimes. to 
another: according as they found any hope of safety. So 
Hackspan interprets this phrase inliis Disputationcs, p. 403. 

And it was told Saul that David was escapedfrom Keilah .] 
Now he began to have better intelligence of David's motions, 
since the slaughter at Nob: which made the people afraid 
to fall under his displeasure. 

And he forbore to go forth.] N.ot knowing as yet where 
to find him. 

Ver. 14. And David abode in the ivilderness in stivng 
holds, and remained in a mountain in the ivilderness of 
Ziph.J Where it was not easy # to come at him. 

And Saul sought him every day ; but God delivered him 
not into his hand.] As he foolishly fancied he would, (ver. 
7.) though God very manifestly had forsaken him, and was 
with D^vid. 

Ver. 15. And David saw that Said was come out to seek 
his life.] That he was restless in his endeavours to destroy 
him. 

And David ivas in the ivilderness of Ziph in a wood.] 
Where he could. better defend himself than in an open 
country. , ! t 

Ver. 16. And Jonathan, SanVs son, arose, and went to 
David into the wood.] Eeing a very private place, they 
had, it is likely, by some intelligence which passed be- 
tween them, appointed a meeting there. 

And strengthened his hand in God.] In his promise to 
him. What Hecuba saith in Euripides, is most true * n 
this friend of David's, anil in Saul his father: 

f O filv 7rovi)pbg ov&v aWo wXyv tcaKOQ' 

<&6(tiv, SttyOtip* aXXa Xjotjotoc itrr ad. 

A bad man is nothing else bid bad. But a good man is still 
good: nor because of any calamity doth he lose his nature; 
but is always good. 

Ver. 17; And he said, Fear not; for the liand of Saul my 
father shall not find thee : and thou shalt be king over Is- 
rael, and I will be/next unto thee.] He doth not mean, that 
he would succeed him in his throne; but be the principal 
person in the.kingdom, next to David. Which, I suppose, 
had been agreed between them. 

Fvl t/O^/I ft VLJ/ 
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And that also Saul my father knowetli.] For he remem- 
bered what Samuel told him, xv. 28. and by his wonderful 
successes concluded he was the person of whom Samuel 
spake. 

Ver. 18. And they two made a covenant before the Lord.'] 
Solemnly renewed the covenant, which they had formerly 
made. This is the third time that we read of their making 
acovenant. (Seexviii.3.xx.l6.) In none of which there is 
any mention of a sacrifice, no more than there is in the co- 
venant between David and the elders of the people, (2 Sam. 
v. 3.) and between Solomon and Hiram; (1 Kings v. 12.) 
yrhich is an argument that eating together of a sacrifice, or 
going between the parts of a sacrifice, was not essential to 
the making a covenant: though it must be acknowledged, 
the rite was so ancient of dividing the parts of the sacri- 
fice, that hence is the phrase which is so frequent in Scrip- 
ture of cutting a covenant, i. e. entering into it. 

And David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to his 
house.'] For he did not accompany his "father, in his search 
after David. 

Ver. 19. Tlien came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, 
and said, Doth not David hide himself with us in the 
strong hold in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which is 
on the south of Jeshimon?] These people were of the tribe 
of Judah ; among Avhom David thought himself the safer, 
because he was of the same tribe. But they were afraid to 
be served as those at Nob: which made them come and 
discover the place where he was, very particularly, and 
precisely. 

Ver. 20. Now tlierefore, O king, comedown, according 
to all the desire of thy soul to come down.] Which they 
knew was very great. 

. And our part shall be to deliver him into the king's 
hand.] For being neighbours to it, they knew all the ave- 
nues of the wood where he was : and how to come at him. 

Ver. 21. And Saul said, Blessed are ye of the Lord; for 
ye have compassion on me.] This signifies, that the gene- 
rality of people did not. favour him in his design: which 
made him so joyfully receive the Ziphites* intelligence. 

Ver. 22. Go, I pray you, and prepare ye.] Dispose all 
things so, that I may take him. 

, And lenow and see his place where his haunt is.] Inform 
themselves perfectly, in what hill, or wood, or cave, he hid 
himself. ' - 

And who hath seen him.] He would have them certainly 
informed, that he might not go after him in vain. 
. For I am told he dealeth very subtilely.] So that it was 
not easy to catch him.* 

, Ver. 23. See therefore, and take knowledge of all the lurk- 
ing-places where he hideth himself, and come to me again 
with the certainty, and I will go with you.] He seems to 
be very diffident, having been so. oft disappointed : and by 
this means gave David time to get intelligence, and re-, 
move to another place. 

And it shall come to pass, that if he be in the land, I will 
search him out through all the thousands of Judah] Their 
tribes were divided into thousands; (see Judg. vi. 15.) 
among some of whom he supposed ho would lurk : and he 
would not cease searching for him till he found him. 

Ver; 24. And they arose, and went to Ziph before Saul.] 
As he had directed them, ver. 22. 

But David and his men were in the wilderness of Mapn, 



in the plain on the south of Jeshimon.] Having heard what 
the Ziphites had undertaken, he disappointed their design, 
by going into another place, with which, it is likely, they 
were not so well acquainted. For Maon was a distinct 
wilderness from Ziph : though both in the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 25. Saul. also and his men went to seek him.] Hear- 
ing, I suppose, by the Ziphites, whither he was gone. 

And they told David.] He also had intelligence brought 
him, that Saul was coming against him. 

Wherefore he came down into a rock.] Some craggy place. 

And abods in the wilderness of Maon. ~\ Not thinking him- 
self safe there, he went into another part of the same wil- 
derness. 

And when Saul heard that, he pursued after David in the 
wilderness of Maon.] So that he came to the very place 
where he was. 

Ver. 26. And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and 
David and his men on that side of the mountain : and David 
made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his 
men compassed David and his men round about to take 
them.] Saul's forces being far more numerous, he divided 
them into several parties ; who marching several ways, 
were about to encompass the whole mountain : so that it 
should be impossible for David to escape them. Who 
therefore made haste to get away before he was quite sur- 
rounded. 

Ver. 27. But there came a 7nessenger unto Saul, saying, 
Haste thee, and come; for the Philistines have invaded the 
land.] A marvellous providence of God, who stirred them 
up at this very time to make an irruption into the land of 
Israel, for the preservation of David when he was in ex- 
treme danger. 

* Ver. 28. Wherefore Saul returned from following after 
David, and went against the Philistines.] It was very 
probable David would in a little time have fallen into 
his hands, had not the messenger, who, I suppose, was 
sent by his council, desired him with all speed to come 
and oppose the Philistines, who were (he most dangerous 
enemies, 

Tlierefore they called tlie name of that place Sela-hammah- 
lekoth.J That is, the rock of divisions. Either because- 
Saul was distracted here between two counsels, whether 
to pursue David, or go immediately against the Philis- 
tines; or, because God divided Saul from David, when he 
was coming up close unto him. 

Ver. 29. And David went upfront thence, and dwelt in 
the strong holds at'En-gedi.] A place in the tribe of Judah, 
not far from the Dead Sea: which Solomon in his Song 
celebrates for the famous vineyards which were there : and 
St. Jerome and Eusebius say there was excellent balm at 
En-gedi: from which the Avilderness near it took its name, 
where David found secure lurking-places. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

Ver. 1. AND it came to pass, when Saul was returned 
from following the Philistines.] Who either retreated npou 
Saul's march towards them, or he drove them out of tho 
land. 

Tliat it was told him, saying, Behold, David is in the 
wilderness of En-gedi.] The veiy place was not told him 
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where David was, but only in general that he was in that 
wilderness. 

Ver. 2. Then Saul took three thousand chosen men out of 
all Israel.] Men of valour, and whom ho thought he might 
trust. 

And went to seek David and his men upon the rocks of the 
wild goats.] In craggy and bushy places, where none but 
wild goats lived; but he imagined David might there skulk : 
and, therefore, resolved to be at the pains of searching for 
him there. 

Ver. jj. And he came to the sheep-cotes by the way, where 
there was a cave.] In which tho sheep rested in the heat of 
the day. Unto which place David was directed by God's 
guidance : for Saul would not suspect that he would abide 
in the highway unto those rocks, where he w r as going to 
look for him. 

And Saul went in to cover his feet.] See upon Judg. 
iii. 24. 

And David and his men remained in the sides of the cave.] 
Where they could see him by the light at the entrance of it: 
but he could not see them, because it was dark in the re- 
mote parts of it. Some of these caves were exceeding 
large: Strabo in his sixteenth book mentions one that 
would contain four thousand men. 

Ver. 4. And the men of David said unto him, Behold the 
day of which the Lord said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver 
thine enemy into thy hand, that thou mayest do to him as it 
shall seem good unto thee.] We do not read any where that 
God made a promise to deliver Saul into David's hand: 
but so they interpreted what Samuel had said, that God 
would take the kingdom from Saul and give it to David. 
And they, having a desire to return to their own habitations, 
and likewise to have preferment under David, desired him 
to make use of the opportunity which now presented itself 
of destroying his enemy, and advancing himself. 

Then David arose,- and cut off the skirt of Saul $ robe 
privately.] Which he might easily do, if he were asleep: 
as that phrase may be. interpreted, he went in to cover his 
feet. * This robe was long, coming down to the feet: as the 
Hebrew word meil signifies. 

Ver. 5. And it came to pass, that afterward David's heart 
smote him.] He was inwardly troubled. 

Because he had cut off SauFs skirt,] For it looked like an 
indignity unto a prince to have his royal robe disfigured:. 
" Tantara intelligcbat personam illius sanctitudinem'J (as 
Grotius speaks), such he understood was the sacredness of 
his person. And that very deservedly; for the supreme 
powers being obnoxious to many men's hatred, ought to be 
secured in the discharge of their office. Of which the Ro- 
mans took care in the very tribunes of the people, that they 
should be aavXoi, inviolable, (lib. i. de Jure Belli ct Pads/ 
cap. 4. sect. 7.) 

Ver. 6. And he said unto his men.] When he returned 
unto them, and they grew angry, bo had only cut off the 
skirt of his robe, and not killed him. 

Tlie Lord forbid that J should do this thing.] Which they 
desired. 

Unto my master.'] For I must own him, as long as he is 
alive, to be my lord and master; unto whom I am bound to 
be faithful. 

Tlie Lord's anointed.] Whom God hatb appointed to be 
king as long as he lives. • 



To stretch forth my hand aguinst him, seeing he is the 
anointed of the Lord.] Set up by God, who alone could 
throw him down. For he was as much constituted king by 
God while he lived, as David was after his death. And his 
anointing made his person sacred : for the very heathens 
looked upon their kings as holding the place of God. So 
Artabanus the Persian (as Plutarch relates in the life of 
Thcmistoclcs), This is the very best of our many excellent 
laiVS, To Tt/jLyv fidaikta teal wpovKvvtiv, mq iiKova 0tov ra 7rav- 
ra <t(1jZovtoq, that we should honour and adore our king, as 
the image of God, who preserves all things. 

Ver. 7. So David stayed his servants with these words, 
and suffered them not to rise against Saul.] Who still had a 
desire to kill him," though David would not: which he hin- 
dered by his wise and pious persuasions. 

But Saul rose up out of the cave, and went his way.] To 
his camp: which he had left to take some repose in the 
cave, having a guard to attend him, who stood without 
while he covered his feet within. 

Ver. 8. David also arose afterward.] When Saul was 
gone. 

And went out of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My 
lord the king.~] A bold attempt, to adventure to come into 
the presence of such an enraged enemy. But his innocence 
and confidence in God emboldened him, especially having % 
so strong an evidence to give him of his integrity. 

And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his 
face to the earth, and bowed himself] See xx. 41.] - 

Ver. 9. And David said unto Saul, Wherefore hearest 
thou men's tvords/saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt.] 
He wisely endeavours, at the entrance ,of his speech, to 
mollify Saul, by transferring all the blame of his persecu- 
tion, from him/ unto the sycophants and false accusers that 
were about him. 

. Ver. 10. Behold, this day thy eyes have seen that the Lord 
had delivered thee into my hand in the cave.] Out of which 
he followed Saul. 

. And some bade me kill thee, but my eye spared thee.] A* 
phrase for taking pity and compassion upon those whom 
we have in our pow T er to hurt. 

And I said, I will not put forth my hand'against my lord, 
for he is the Lord's anointed.] He acknowledged him both 
to be his king, and appointed by God so to be. 

Ver. 11. Moreover, my father.] So he. was by the mar- 
riage of his daughter; and as he was supreme governor, the 
father of his country. Or if he had not been so, yet this* 
word was proper to be used, that he might soften and 
sweeten him into more tender usage to him. 

See; yea, see the skirt of thy robe in my hand.] He offers 
him a demonstration of the truth of what he declared : and* 
prays him to observe it. 

For in' that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed thee 
not, know thou and see.] Let it convince thee. 

That there is neither evil nor transgression in my hand.] 
That he had no bad designagainsthim, nor ever attempted 
to do him any harm. For if he Had, it had been as easy to 
cut his throat, as to cut off the skirt of his robe. 

And Thave not mined against thee; yet thou huntest tny 
soul to. take it.] This was a great aggravation of Saul's, 
guilt (which makes David repeat it), that he'sought the life 
of one who had no way offended him, and when it was in 
his power would not hurt him. 
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Ver. 12. The Lord judge between me and thee, and the 
Lord avenge me of thee.] If he still persisted to persecute 
him. But he doth not, by these words, avenge me of thee, 
pray God to punish hiui for the injuries he had done him ; 
but only to vindicate and deliver him from his violent and 
unjust persecution. So the Hebrew word nakam often 
signifies. 

But my hand shall not be upon thee.] He persisted in his 
resolution not to avenge himself; but leave it to God to 
do him right. 

Ver. 13. As smth the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness 
proceedethfrom the wicked; but my hand shall not be upon 
thee.] Men may be known by their actions. And this is 
as if Darid had said, Were I so bad as I am represented, I 
should now have shewn it : but I will never have.my hand 
in such crimes. Or thus, It is for wicked men to do this : 
but I am none of them. 

Ver. 14. After whom is the king of Israel come out ? after 
whom dost thou pursue?] He turns every stone, as we 
speak, to appease Saul's rage; and tells him in conclusion, 
that it was below him, and a disparagement to him to raise 
annies against such a mean person as he was. 

After a dead dog, after a flea?] He represents himself 
as contemptible as it was possible, that he might convince 
Saul it was not for his honour to take so much pains to 
kill him if he could : for what an inglorious thing was it for 
a king^ with so many armed men, to triumph over a dead 
dog ? As if a lion should hunt after a flea. " Which (as 
Bocbartus glosses) if it be sought, is not easily found ; and 
if it be found, is not easily caught ; and if it be caught, is 
a poor prey, especially for a prince." 

Ver. 15. The Lord therefore be judge, and judge between 
me and thee, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thy 
hand.] He thought he could not repeat this too often, that 
as hitherto, so he resolved hereafter to leave it to God to 
judge which of them was in the right, and not avenge him- 
self. It may seem strange that Saul, who came with such 
an enraged mind to seek for David, should hear him make 
so long a speech to him with patience, and not furiously, 
fall upon him as soon as he saw him. But we may well 
think, that at the first he was surprised to see him follow 
after him out of the cave ; and more astonished to find, 
after a few words, that it was in David s power to kill him, 
if he had pleased: which he knew he had, byalongperse- 
cution of him, provoked him to do. 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass, when David had made an 
end of speaking these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is 
this thy voice, my son David?] Though he stood at such a 
distance, that it is likely he could not know him by his 
face, yet he very well knew his voice. 

And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept.] His heart being 
mollified atpresent, by this unparalleled kindness of David, 
in sparing his life, when he could have taken it away. 

Ver. 17. And he said unto David, Thou art more righteous 
than I ; for thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have re- 
warded thee evil.] Most men have their good moods. And 
Saul now could scarce avoid being touched with a deep, 
sense, how very unjust and unkind he had been to one who 
truly loved him. 

Ver. 18. And thou hast shewed this day, how that thou 
hast dealt with me: forasmuch as, when the Lord had de- 
livered me into thy hand, thoukilledstmenot.] The demon- 



stration of his kindness was so clear, that he could not but 
acknowledge it, and be affected with it. 

Ver. 19. For if a man find his enemy, will he let Mm go 
well away?] i. e. He will certainly destroy him to save 
himself. The kindness of David therefore was unusual, 
and without example. 

Wherefore the Lord reward thee good, for that thou hast 
done'unto me this day.] Herein David had imitated God; 
w T ho doth good to the evil: from whom Saul prays David' 
might receive his reward for the good done to him. 

Ver. 20. And now I know well that thou shalt surely be 
king j and that the kingdom of Israel shall be established hi 
thy hand.] These wonderful providences of God over 
David, , and David's no less wonderful virtue, at last con- 
vinced Saul that God designed him to be the king of his 
people, and that none could hinder his establishment.*; it 
; . Ver. 21. Swear now therefore. unto me by the Lord,'that 
thou wilt not cut off my seed after me, and that thou wilt not 
destroy my name out of my father s house.] As he had en- 
deavoured to destroy David ; and as kings frequently de- 
stroyed the family of those into whose thrones they were 
advanced. 

Ver. 22. And David stvare unto Saui.] Who should ra- 
ther have sworn unto David, he would suffer him to live 
quietly; yea,havq invited him to return home, and assured 
him of his protection. . But David did not require this : re- 
solvingto trustto God, and notto him. Some question how 
David kept this oath, when he hanged up seven of Saul's 
sons, (2 Sam. xxi.) But they should consider, that he did 
not this of himself, but at the desire of the Gibeonites, unto 
whom God required satisfaction should be given for Saul's 
bloody endeavours to destroy them. 

And $aul went home ; but David and his men gat them 
upanto the hold.] viz. OfEn-gedi. For he durst not stay in 
such an open place as he now was in, knowing Saul's in- 
constancy, and the hatred he had to him/ and the fury ho 
was in when the evil spirit came upon him. "It is danger- 
ous to trust a reconciled enemy: and the old saying is very 
wise, utfivriao qitkjtuv, remember not to be , too credulous. 
And so the son of Sirach, (Ecclus. xii. 10, 11.) " Never, 
trust thine enemy: though he humble himself, yet take good 
heed, and beware of him." 



CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. JjL'ND Samuel died.] According to Josephus (lib. 
vii. latter end) he governed Israel after the death of Eli 
twelve years, and lived eighteen in the reign of Saul, and 
then died. But according to Sir J. Marsham, he judged 
Israel sixteen y.ears before Saul's inauguration; and after 
he was made king lived eighteen. ■ I 

And all the Israelites were gathered together, and lamented 
him.] Such was his virtue, and such was the love the peo- 
ple bare to' him, that the whole nation bewailed his loss, 
and that many days, as Josephus saith, Kal hti 7roXXac 
Vfilpag e»cAau(rev. [ , 

And buried him in his house at Ramah.^ The place where 
he was born, and had long lived : where, it is likely, there 
was a place belonging to his house in which his family was 
interred. 

And David arose, and went into the wilderness ofParan.} 
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Which was in tlio southern parts of Judea, near to Arabia: 
into which he might presently flee, if there were occasion. 
The Mahometan writers (as Hottingcr observes) make Pa- 
ran a part of Arabia Dcscrta : so that now it was that Da- 
vid dwelt in the tents of Kedar : which was tho same with 
Paran, as our learned Fuller observes in his Miscellanies. 

Ver. 2. And there was a man in Maori, whose possessioris 
were in Carmel.] There were two Canucls: one in the 
north near the sea, in the confines of Asher and Zcbulun, to 
which Elijah was wont to resort; and another in the south 
near Hebron, in the tribe of Judah, which is here meant. 
Sec Josh. xv. 55. both concerning Maon and Carmel. 

And the man teas very great, and he had three thousand 
sheep, and a thousand goats.] A very wealthy man. 

And he was shearing his sheep in CarmeL] They pulled 
off the wool' at Rome, and in the neighbouring countries 
(as Bochartus observes), but not in Greece, nor Judea; 
where they sheared it, as we do now. 

Ver. 3. And the name of the man ivas Nabal, and the 
name of his wife was Abigail; and she was a woman of 
great ttnderstanding, and of a beautiful countenance:, but 
the man was churlish, and evil in his doings.] Uncharitable, 
and perhaps oppressive in his dealings. 

And he was of the house of Caleb.] Descended from a 
worthy ancestor, but very unlike him. In the Hebrew the 
word is Calebi, a Calebite, of the family of Caleb. But the 
word Caleb signifying a dog, some of the ancient inter- 
preters understand the word here, as if the holy writer 
insinuated he was of dog-like dispositions and manners. 
Whence the LXX. translate it, 6 av$po>7roc kvvikoq, a dog- 
ged man, or a cynic. And so the Syriac and Arabic. 

Ver. 4. And David heard in the tvildemess that Nabal 
did shear his sheep.] For the wilderness of Paran was not 
far from Nabal's house. 
• Ver. 5.< And David sent out ten young men.] To shew his 
great respect to him. 

And David said unto the young men, Get ye up to Car- 
meL] For it was a mountain, as the other Carmel was. 
. And go to Nabal, and greet him in my name.] Present 
his service to him, as we now speak ; and wish him conti- 
nued happiness, as it is in the following words. 

Ver. G. And thus shall ye say to him that liveth in pros- 
perity.] In the Hebrew the words are only, to him that 
liveth: unto which we add in prosperity; because life in 
Scripture signifies happiness, as death signifies misery. 

Peace be both to thee, and peace be unto thy house, and 
peace to all that thou hast.] A most affectionate and com- 
prehensive salutation ; wherein he wishes well to him 
(both his soul and body), and to his whole family, and to 
all that he possessed, either at home or abroad : and some 
think in the first words he wishes all this might be perpe- 
tuated as long as he lived. There could not well be a 
higher compliment, as we now speak; for peace compre- 
hends all manner of blessings, in the holy language. 

Ver; 7. And now I have heard that thou hast shearers.] 
Whom he entertained that day. . L 

Now, thy shepherds which were withus, ice hurt them not, 
neither ivas there aught missing to them all the while they 
wefe in Carmel.] He. represents the good demeanour of 
those who belonged to him, w r hile they were in his neigh- 
bourhood. And suggests, that he Mould not have had so 
many sheep to shear, if his men had been like others in 



their condition. But though they Merc soldiers, and in 
great necessity, they never took any thing from him. 

Ver. 8. Ask thy young men, and they will sheto thee.] 
He desires him to be informed of the truth of this from 
his own servants. 

Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine eyes 
(for we come in a good day); give, I pray thee, ivhatsoever 
cometh unto thy hand unto thy servants, and to thy son 
David.] Most humble words, and full of respect: mixed 
with strong arguments ; from their harmless and friendly 
living in his neighbourhood ; and from the present festival 
which he kept, when men's hearts use to be open and boun- 
tiful: and they did not desire dclicates, but any thing that 
was at hand, which he could spare. 

Ver. 9. And when David's young men came, they spake 
to Nabal according to all these words in the name of David, 
and ceased.] Added nothing of their own, but waited for his 
answer in silence, as Maimonides interprets it, in his More 
Nevoch. par. i. cap. 11G. 

Ver. 10. Nabal ansicered David's servants and said, 
Who is David? and who is the son of Jesse?] A most rude 
and brutish answer to such a civil message and humble 
request. 

There be many servants now-a-days that break every man 
from his master.] He reproaches them all as a company of 
fugitives and vagabonds ; and taxes David secretly, with 
infidelity to his master Saul. 

Ver. 11. Shall I take my bread, and my water, and my 
flesh that I have killed for my shearers, and give it unto 
men whom I know not wlience they be?] A most foolish 
speech; when he hadjust before called David the son of 
Jesse : which shews he knew well enough who he was. 

Ver. 12. And David's young men turned their tvay, and 
went again, and told him all these sayings.] They did not 
stand arguing with him, Or entreating him : but slighted 
him, as much as he did them. 

Ver. 13. And David said tinto his men, Gird you on 
every man his sword. And they girded on every man his 
sword; and David also girded on his sword.] Being re- 
solved, in his passion, to be revenged on Nabal. 

And there whit up after David about four hundred men, 
and two hundred abode by the stuff.] For he had with him 
six hundred men in all ; as we read before, xxiii. 13. 
, Ver. 14. But one of the young men.] Belonging unto 
Nabal. 

Told Abigail, NabaVs wife, saying, Behold, David sent 
messengers out of the wilderness to salute our master; and 
he railed on them.] Some of his servants were wiser and 
better than he himself, which makes good that saying of 
Seneca (in his third book de Beneficiis), *< Nulli prseclusa 
est virtus, omnibus patet/'&c. Virtue is shut up from none; 
it lies open to all. It admits all, it invites all ; freo men and 
servants, kings and exiles. It makes not choice of such 
a house, or of such an estate: but is content witli a man 
himself. — For who can choose but admire the M'isdbm and 
fidelity of this shepherd? who admonished his mistress of 
the danger her family was in; as he rationally concluded 
from the rude abuse that had been put upon David : whose 
merits he honestly set before her. 

Ver. 15. But the mm were ver^y good to us, and we were 

not hurt, neither missed any thing, as long as we were con- 

. versantwith them, when ive were in the fields.] They confirm 
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every word that David's messengers had told their master, 

(ver. 7.) ' . «r ' J 

Ver. 16. They were a wall unto us, both by night and 
day, all the time we were with them keeping sheep.] They 
add more than David's men had said of themselves, that 
they not only did them no hurt, but were a guard and de- 
fence to them* against robbers, and against wild beasts. 

Ver. 17. Now therefore know and consider what thou 
wilt do; for evil is determined against our master, and 
against all his household.] This they understood, either 
from the young men whom David sent, who let fall some 
words signifying how highly he would resent the indignity 
done to him ; or they concluded it from what they had ob- 
served of the nature of David ; who was very kind, but 
would not put up rude affronts. 

For he.issuch a son of Belial, that a man cannot speak to 
him.'] So wilful and obstinate, that they durst not speak to 
him of this matter: fearing he would be more insolent to 
them than he had been to David. 

Vcr.18. Tlien Abigail made haste.] Forshe was so prudent 
a woman as not to neglect the good advice of a servant. 

And took two hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, 
five sheep ready dressed, and five measures of parched corn, 
and a hundred clusters of raisins, and two hundred cakes 
of figs, and laid them upon asses.] This shews he Ayas a 
great man, who had such plenty of provisions in his house. 
For it is not to be imagined, that she would rob the shear- 
ers of a festival day to gratify David. 

Ver. 19. And said unto her servants y Go before me: be- 
hold, I come after you.] They carried the present; that 
David beholding it, .might be a little mitigated before she 
came to him. 

But site told not Iter husband Nabah] Who, it is likely, 
would have persisted in his folly : or been so long before 
ho would have been persuaded to be wiser, that it would 
have been too late to prevent the danger. 

Ver. 20. And it was so, as she rode upon the ass, that she 
came down by the covert of the hilL] By a way full of 
bushes, so that pavid saw not her, nor she him, till they 
met together. 

And, behold, David and his men came down against her,] 
From another hill, I suppose. 

And she met them.] In the bottom, between the two hills. 

Ver. 21. (Now David luzd said, Surely in vain have I kept 
all that this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing 
was missing of all that pertained to him; and he hath re- 
quited me evil for good.] This he said to himself: or to his 
men, as soon as the messengers came back; or as they 
were upon the road to NabaFs house. 

Ver. 22. So and more also do God unto the enemies of 
David.] He means to himself: but being unwilling to pro- 
nounce his own name, or any other whom he respected, to- 
gether with a curse, he transfers it to an enemy : by a figure 
called euphemismus. Or, as some take it, the meaning is, 
let my enemy destroy me, if I let Nabal and his family 
escape. But the former is the plainest interpretation; it 
being common in the Jewish language (as Joh. Cocceius 
observes), when they speak of any evil to themselves, to 
translate it to another person. Of which he gives instances 
out of Maccoth, and Bava Bathra. (See him upon the 
GemaraSanhedrin, cap. 4. sect. 18. annot. 1.) 

If I leave to him before the morning light.] He intended 
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to fall upon them in the night, when they were in a dead 
sleep, after great jollity. 

Any that pisseth against the wall.)] That is (as the gene- 
rality of interpreters think), so much as a dog; this being, 
they take it, like that saying of Aurelian, mentioned by 
Vopiscus, who, going to a city, and finding the gates shut 
against him, said in his wrath, " Canem in hoc oppido non 
relinquam;" I will not leave a dog in this town. But Bo- 
chartus excepts to this interpretation, that all dogs do not 
piss against the wall, but only the males; and that not till 
they be six or eight months old, as Aristotle and others 
observe. And therefore (to omit his other reasons) he 
takes this phrase to be a periphrasis of a man, as the He- 
brews expound it, particularly Ralbag. So that it is as 
much as to say/ / will not leave a man alive. 

Ver. 23. And when Abigail saw David, she hasted, and 
lighted off the ass, and fell before David on her face, and 
bowed herself to the ground.] Both out of reverence to him 
as a great man, and as an humble supplicant, for pardon of 
a great offence. 

Ver. 24. And fell at his feet, and said, Upon me, my lord, 
upon me let this iniquity be.] She applies herself to him, 
in a speech full of art and prudence; and first begs, like a 
kind wife, that she might suffer, not her husband, who was 
pot so wise as he should be. 

And let thine handmaid, I pray thee, speak in thine audi-: 
ence, and hear the ivords of thy handmaid.] She desires him 
patiently to hear her reasons. v 

Ver. 25. Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of 
Belial, even Nabal; for as his name is, so is he; Nabal if 
his name, and folly is with him.] She represents him as a 
man that offended out of folly rather than malice; which 
might a little excuse his rudeness. There are many such 
allusions in Scripture, as there is here of Nebala and Na- 
bal. (See Gen. v. 25. xlix. 8. 16. 19. Zeph. ii.' 4.) 

But I, thine handmaid, saw not the young men of my lord, 
whom thou didst send.] If any were to be, punished, she 
.had desired it might be herself; yet she had this to say in 
her own behalf, that she knew nothing of the message sent 
by David. 

Ver. 26. Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord liveth, and 
as thy soul liveth, seeing the Lord hath withholden thee from 
coming to shed blood, and from avenging thyself with thine 
own hand.] This is wonderfully artificial, to presume so 
much upon his goodness and clemency, as already to con- 
clude, she had diverted him from his purpose: or rather, 
that God had interposed, by his good providence, to hin- 
der him from shedding blood.' 

Noto let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, 
be as Nabal.] That is, may thou have no worse enemy 
than he. Or, may thy enemies have no more poAv^r to 
hurt thee, than Nabal hath. This is another argument to 
persuade him to mercy; that Nabal was so inconsiderable, 
that, as .he would do him no good, so he could do him no 
evil. - 

Ver. 27. And now this blessing.] That is, this present or 
gift. The same phrase in xxx. 26. 2 iCings] v. J5. 

Which thine handmaid hath brottglit unto my lord, let it 
even be given to tl\e young men that follow my lord. ^ To 
jippeaso their anger : or, as unworthy of David's ac- 
ceptance. 

. Ver. 28. I pray thee, forgive the trespass of thine hand* 
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maid.] She still speaks as if she had been tho offender ; 
because she desired none might suffer but herself. 

For the Lord will certainly make my lord a sure house.] 
She prays him to'be good to her, as God would certainly 
be to him. 

Because my lord fighteth the battles of the Lord, and evil 
hath not been foitnd in thee all thy days.] She puts him in 
mind of all his hcroical acts against the Philistines, and 
other enemies; and that hitherto he had been blameless, 
and done no hurt to the Israelites : and therefore hoped he 
would do hone to her, and her family. 

Ver. 29. Yet a man is risen to pursue thee, and tq seek 
thy soul.] Saul she means restlessly endeavoured to take 
away his life. ■ ■ 

But the soul of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of 
life with the Lord thy God.] Be preserved. For those 
things which we would not have lost, nor scattered about, 
we are'wont to bind up in bundles. 

And the souls of thine enemies, them shall he sling out, as 
out of the middle of a sling.] As we bind up things to pre- 
serve them from being thrown about, and lost ; so we put 
things into a sling, that they may be cast out of sight, or a 
great way from us. 

Ver. 30. And it shall come to pass, when the Lord shall 
have done to my lord according to all the good that he hath 
spoken concerning thee, and shall have appointed thee ruler 
over Israel.] Nothing could be more obliging than this, at 
every word to call him her lord, and to acknowledge his 
title to the kingdom ; and her belief that he would cer- 
tainly enjoy it. 

'Ver. 31. Tliat this shall be no grief unto thee, nor offence 
of heart to my lord, either that thou hast shed blood cause- 
less,- or that my lord hath avenged himself] She reserves 
the most Divine argument to the last; that he would have 
a clear and quiet conscience, and not be disturbed with a 
remembrance that he had shed the blood of the innocent, 
or otherwise avenged himself: which belonged unto God. 
*' And when the Lord hath dealt well with my lord, remem- 
ber thine handmaid.] Thou wilt thank me for my advice. 

Ver. 32. And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me.] He was 
so moved with this pathetical speech, that, in the first place, 
he acknowledges the good providence of God, which di- 
rected her to come so seasonably to prevent the effects of 
Tiis anger. Whereby he was absolved from his oath, which 
he had sWorn, to cut off Nabal's family. And indeed it 
was null in itself; for no man can oblige himself to do an 
evil thing ; as this would have been : there being a double 
guilt in it, as Philo observes, if he had shed their blood. 
To which may be applied the words of Seneca, that insuch 
cases, " scelus est fides," to keep one's word, is a wicked 
thing. Sec Grotius de Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. ii. cap. 13. 
sect. 6. where he observes, that Cicero mentions the like 
case with this in the vow of Agamemnon. And Procopius 
Gazocus here well resolves, that this oath of David was the 
effect of anger ; but his sparing Nabal the effect of reason 
and prudent counsel. 

Ver. 33. And blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, 
which hast kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and 
from avenging myself with my oivn hand.] Next he com- 
mends her, and her wise counsel; for which he beseeches 
God to bless her: for she had preserved him from a very g 



outrageous piece of revenge ; wikich might have afflicted 
him all his days. 

Ver. 34. For in very deed, as the I^ord God of Israel 
liveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, except 
thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, surely there had. not 
been left unto Nabal, by the morning light, any that pisseth 
against the wall.] It may seem strange, that his anger 
should not cool in so much time as passed between the 
return of his messengers and Abigail's meeting him : but 
the affront was great, and his soldiers it is likely inflamed 
his rage, and he resolved to make Nabal an example to 
others, not to use him so rudely. 

Ver. 35. So David received of her hand that which she 
brought, and said unto her, Go in peace unto thy house: for 
I hearkened unto thy voice, and accepted thy person.] Both 
she herself, and what she said, and what she brought, were 
most welcome to him. So happy a thing it is (as Euripides 
speaks in his Heraclidae, ver. 359.) to fall into the hand of 
a wise, and not a foolish enemy. For the latter, if he get 
the better, exercises nothing but cruelty: butwith the former 
there is room for mercy, justice, moderation, and pardon. 
Such an enemy Abigail met withal ; unto whom Nabal's 
offence was not more provoking to the destruction of his 
family, than the admiration of Abigail's virtue to its pre- 
servation. 

Ver. 36.' And Abigail came to Nabal; and y behold, he held 
a feast in his house like the feast of a king ; and Nabal's 
heart was merry within him, for he was very drunken.] Had 
eaten and drank too liberally, at a very great feast, which 
he made for his shearers. 

Wherefore she told him nothing, less or more, till the 
morning light.] Said not a word of what had passed, be- 
cause he was not capable to understand the mercy of God 
to him. 

Ver. 37. But it came to pass in the morning, ivhen the 
wine was gone out of Nabal.] AVhcn he had slept himself 
sober. 

And his wife told him of these things, that his heart died 
within him, and he became as a stone.] He fainted away, 
and was as cold as a stone ; out of the dread of the danger 
which he imagined still hung over him. For it is a frigid 
interpretation of Rasi and Kirachi, that he was troubled to 
hear of the great present that his wife had made to David. 

Ver. 38. And it came to pass, that about ten days after, 
the Lord smote Nabal, that he died.] It seems he lay so long 
dispirited, in a stupid senseless condition ; and then God 
put an end to his life, either by some disease, or by a sud- 
den stroke. 

Ver. 39. And when David heard that Nabal teas dead, he 
said, Blessed be the Lord, tvho hath pleaded the cause of my 
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and hath kept his servant 
from evil: for the Lord hath returned the wickedness of 
Nabal vpon his own head.] He doth not rejoice so much in 
his death (who was a worthless wretch) as in the justice of 
God: who shewed him, that, if men would have patience, 
they should see right done them^ so that they need not go 
about to avenge themselves. 

And David sent and communed with Abigail, to take her 
to him to wife.] Being a woman of admirable prudence, as 
well as beauty, (ver.- 3.) and one that expressed a high 
esteem of him, he sent some to treat with her about mar- 
riage with him. 
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Ver. 40. And when the servants of David ivere come to 
Abigail to Carniel, they spake unto her, saying, David sent 
lis unto thee, to take theeunto him to wife.] This was their 
business: which, no doubt, they delivered in many more 
words; which signified the great esteem and affection which 
David had for her ; whom he knew to he a woman of such 
great wisdom, that she had respect not merely to his pre- 
sent, but to his future condition. Otherwise he would not 
have adventured, being now very poor, to court one that 
had such riches. 

Ver. 41. And she arose, and bowed her self ivith her face to 
the earth.] In reverence to the very name of David : whom 
she highly honoured, as a man of an heroic spirit; and who 
she was fully persuaded should be king of Israel, (ver. 30.) 

And she said, Behold, let thine handmaid be a servant to 
wash the feet of the servants of my lord.'] She sent him an 
answer in these words; which shew her humility to be as 
great as her other virtues : for to wash one's feet was the 
lowest sort of service. 

Ver. 42. And Abigail hasted, and arose, and rode upon 
an ass, with five damsels of hers that went after her.] That 
she might come attended suitable to her quality and his. 
(See Grotius, Gen. xxx. 3.) 

And she went after the messengers of David.] Though she 
did not long deliberate about the matter, but soon con- 
sented, yet it is not likely she followed them immediately: 
but stayed some decent time before she went to David. 

And became his wife.] She had a strong faith in God to 
marry a man who had nothing to live upon, but was forced 
to wander from place to place, and beg the assistance of 
his friends. But she verily believed he would at last come 
to the throne, as she had before expressed :. and could make 
some provision for him out of her own-estater * 

Ver. 43. David also took Ahinoam of Jezr eel, and they 
were also both of them his wives.] At the same time: ac- 
cording to the corrupt custom of those days, wherein they 
had perverted the law of nature, which is admirably ex- 
pressed by Euripides in his Andromache, (ver. 177, &c.) 

ovdl yap KaXbv, 



Avtrtv yvvaiKoiv avSp* Iv r)via^ tx^v, &C, 

It is not good for one husband to govern two ivives: but he 
should be content with one, who would live happily. 
And again, (ver. 909.) 

KaKbv ST ZXgag, hi avdpa SW l X ziv \i X n- 

Tliou hast said, it is an evil thing for one man to have two 
wives. For where there arc more than one they seldom 
agree, but breed great trouble to their -husband. It is 
commonly thought, that Ahinoam was his wife before he 
married Abigail. (See upon xxvii. 3.) 

Ver. 44. And Saul.] Or rather,/or Saul, the particle vau 
being often so used.. 

Had given Michal his daughter, David?$ wife, to Phalti 
the son ofLaish.J Here is the reason why David took an- 
other wife ; because Saul had deprived him of his former : 
but it was no good reason for taking two, which were more 
than he had before. He was not forced from Michal, and 
therefore we read afterward that he took her again. And 
the Jewish doctors are of opinion, that this Phalti was a 
very pious man, and would never touch her, because she 



was another man's wife: which was the reason David re- 
ceived her again. (See 1 Sam. iii. 15.) . , . 

Which teas of Gallim.] A town near Accaron, as Eug£- 
bius and St. Jerome tell us : which had its tiame from Gal, 
a heap of stones ; it being, I suppose, a stony place. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1. AND the Ziphites.] The old enemies of David, 
(xxiii. 19.) 

Came unto Saul to Gibeah, saying, Doth not David hide 
himself in the hill of Hachilah, which is before Jeshimon ?] 
He thought he might safely return thither, Saul having so 
lately made peace with him. The Ziphites also could not 
but hear how he had obliged Saul, and what declaration 
Saul had made, that he knew David would be king of Is- 
rael, (xxiv. 20.) Which David thought might discourage 
them from meddling any more. But quite contrary, they 
being afraid, if he came to be king, he would remember 
and revenge their ill usage of him, went to'excite Saul to 
destroy him. - 

: Ver. 2. Then Saul arose, and went dotvn to the wilder- 
ness ofZiph, with three thousand men of Israel with him.] 
The same number he had the last time he pursued after 
him, (xxiv. 2.) 

To seek David in the wilderness of Ziph.] The incon- 
stancy, falseness, and implacable rage of this prince is in- 
conceivable. Who, having not long ago been obliged to 
David for his life, and had acknowledged his error, and 
made David swear he would be good to his posterity, yet 
openly declared himself again to be his enemy, and sought 
to kill him, * 

Ver. 3. And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which 
is before Jeshimon, by the way.] That is, by the way that 
went to the wilderness. 

But David abode in the ivilderness; and he saw that 
Saul came after him into the ivilderness.] He thought at 
first his intelligence had not been true; but he was credibly 
informed that Saul's wrath was broke out again, and that 
he intended to come thither. 

Ver. 4. And David ^therefore sent out spies, andunder* 
stood that Saul was come in very deed.] A good captain 
always hath scouts abroad: who assured him his informa- 
tion was true, and that Saul was not far from him, .. ' 

Ver. 5. And David arose, and came to a place where 
Saul had pitched.] Within sight of it; where he might ob- 
serve how they lay. 

And David beheld where Saul lay, and Abner the son of 
Ner, the captain of the host,] Who, it is likely, lay near 
him. 

And Saul lay in the trench.] Or rather, in his chariot, 
for so the LXX. translate the Hebrew word by XajuTrrjvti, 
or as some editions have it, a7r//i^: which signifies a chariot 
drawn by mules, as Bochartus shews out of Homer and 
other authors, par, i. Hicrozoicon, lib. ii. cap. 19." 

And the people lay round about him.] He was enclosed, 
I suppose, with tho carriages; as our marginal translation 
is of the foregoing word. 

Ver. G. Then answered David, and said toAhimelech the 
Hittitc.] A valiant man of that nation, who was a prose-* 
lyte to the Jewish religion: and not Qnly followed Diivid, 
but was always near to his person, 
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And to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother to Joab.J 
Who were the sons of David's sister, (1 Chron. xi. 1G.) 
whoso father is no where mentioned; being a man, I sup- 
pose, of no note. 

Saying, Who ivill go down with me to Saul to the camp?] 
That is, which of these two. 

And Abishai said, J will go dowmvith thee.] Either Ahi- 
melech declined it, a$ too hazardous an enterprise; or Abi- 
shai, being a hot forward young man, offered himself, 
while the other stood deliberating. 

Ver. 7. So David and Abishai came to the people by 
night.] A bold attempt, for two men to come into the midst 
of an army of three thousand chosen men, who were not 
without a watch, though they were now asleep. But a 
strong confidence In God's promise that he would preserve 
him, overcame all fear of danger. 

And, behold, Saul lay sleeping zvithin the trench, and his 
spear stuck in the ground at his bolster; but Abner and the 
people lay round about him.] To secure his person from 
any sudden assault. 

. Ver. 8. Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered 
thine enemy into thy hand this day: now therefore let me 
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at 
once, and I will not smite him the second time.] Though 
David would not kill him himself, when ho had the like op- 
portunity; (xxiv. 4.) yet Abishai thought he might give him 
leave to do it: and he undertook to stick him to the ground 
at one thrust, so that he should make no noise by cry- 
ing out. 

Ver. 9. And David said to Abishai, Destroy him not : 
for who can stretch forth his hand against the Lord's 
anointed and be 3 guiltless?] Being made king by God's 
special appointment, he looked upon it as a high crime to 
do hira any hurt; because he was a sacred person. 

Ver. 10. David said furthermore, As the Lord liveth, the 
Lord shall smite him ; or his day shall come to die ; or he shall 
descend into battle, and perish.] God, who made hira king, 
after a solemn manner, could only depose him: andthat 
he could do several ways ; either by a sudden stroke, or in 
the. course of nature, or letting him fall in battle. 

Ver. 11. The Lord forbid that I should stretch my hand 
against the Lord's anointed.] What he permitted another 
to do, when he could hinder it, was as if h<} had done it 
himself. But he abhorred to meddle with that, which 
belonged to God, as he had before said. 

But I pray thee, take now the spear that is at his bolster.] 
As a witness what they could have done, if respect to God, 
whose anointed he was, had not withheld them. 

And the cruse of water, and let zis go.] This was set there, 
cither for him to drink, if he was thirsty, or to wash himself ; 
which was prescribed by their law in case of many pol- 
lutions. 

Ver. 12. So David took the spear and the cruse ofzvater.] 
By the hand of Abishai: who, like an excellent soldier, 
was perfectly subject to his commander, to forbear, or to 
do whatsoever David enjoined him. 

And gat them away, and no man saw it, or knew it, nei- 
ther awaked; for they were all asleep : because a deep sleep 
from the Lord teas fallen upon them.] The Jewish doctors, in 
Bereschithllabba, observe, that there are three sorts of that 
they call tardama, which is the Hebrew word for deep 
sleep in this place. The first, mere sound sleep, which God 



sent upon Adam, (Gen. xi. 21.) Tho second is the deep 
sleep of prophecy, which he sent upon Abraham, (Gen. 
xv. 12.) Tho third is this hero mentioned, which they call 
the sleep marinorita (it should bo printed marmota, as 
Bochart observes), which is a little oreaturo more drowsy 
than a dormouse. (Hierozoieon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 33.) 

Ver. 18. Then David went over to the other side, and 
stood on the top of a hill afar off (a great space being be- 
tween them).] So that he was in safety, and yet his voice 
might be heard. 

Ver. 14. And David cried unto the people, and to Abner 
the soii'of Ner, saying, Answerest thou not, Abner?] Art 
thou still asleep ? 

Tlien Abner answered, and said, Who art thou that criest 
unto the king?] And disturbest his repose. 

Ver. 15. And David said unto Abner, Art thou not a va- 
liant man, &c] In the Hebrew the \vords are, Art not thmi 
a man? That is, in place of authority, as well as of great 
courage and valour. 

Wherefore hast thou not kept thy lord tho king ?] Ob- 
served better military discipline, for the preservation of 
Saul's person. 

For there came one of the people in to destroy the king thy 
lord.] Came into the camp with that intention, and had a 
very fair opportunity. 

Ver. 16. This thing is not good that thou hast done.] A 
soft way of speaking: but his meaning was, that he was 
very faulty, as appears by what follows. 

Ye arc worthy to die, because ye have not kept yvur 
master, the Lord's anointed.] Guarded him better from any 
danger. It is probable they despised David's small forces, 
which made them so grossly negligent. 

Now see where the king's spear is, and the cruse of water 
that was at his bolster!] He sets before them tho tokens of 
their carelessness; and of the opportunity he had to kill 
Saul. 

Ver. 17. And Said knew David's voice,andsaid, Is this thy 
voice, my son David?] He was in great confusion of mind, 
and knew not what more to say to him. 

And David said, It is my voice, my lord, O king.] He 
humbly acknowledged his authority; and the allegiance 
he owed him : though hqhad done him so many injuries. 

Ver. 18. And he said, Wherefore doth my lord thus pur- 
sue after his servant ? for what have I done, or what evil is 
in my hand?] Being conscious of his own innocence, Da- 
vid expostulates with hi in in a long speech : and desires, 
in the first place, to know what crime he had to accuse him 
of: especially since he lately acknowledged that he was 
more righteous than himself, (xxiv. 17.) ; 

Ver. 19. Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the king 
hear the words of thy servant.] Having no answer to that 
question, he dqsires him to be so patient, as to suffer him 
to argue awhile with him. 

If the Lord havestin-ed thee tip against me, let him accept 
an offering.] For God is not implacable, but willing to be 
reconciled, if I have offended him. Or the meaning may be, 
If, for any offence against God, there be just cause for this 
anger, I refuse not to die, and expiate the faults with my 
blood. Or the words may refer to Saul, as if he had said, 
Offer to God some sacrifice, that he, being appeased, may 
free thee from this pertinacious melancholy. 

But if they be the children of men, cursed be they befori 
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the Lord; for they have driven me out this day from abiding 
in the inheritance of the Lord.] From having any settled 
abode in his own country ; which he foresaw he should be 
forced also to leave, as we read he did in the next chapter. 

Saying, Go, serve other gods.] That was the effect of their 
actions, though they did not say so in so many words. For 
they banished him into a nation of another religion, as Mr. 
Mede expounds these words. (See book iii. p. 823.) 

Ver. 20. Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the earth 
before the face of the Lord.] God seeing it, and being the 
avenger. 

For the king of Israel cometh out to seek a flea.] Which 
was neither for his profit nor for his glory. (See xxiv. 14.) 

As when one doth hunt a partridge in the mountains.] Hunt 
a poor bird from mountain to mountain, with a great deal 
of labour, which is not easily caught, and worth nothing 
when one hath it: the Hebrew word kore is no where to be 
found, but here and in Jer. xvii. 11. from both which places 
we learn it was a mountainous bird of no great value : in 
taking of which, the fowler spent his pains to little purpose. 
And it was one of those birds that sits upon the eggs of 
other' birds; as the words of Jeremiah import, "She ga- 
thereth what she hath not brought forth," that is, eggs which 
she did not lay. From which it is apparent, that this 
word doth not signify a partridge, which is a bird of price, 
and doth not sit on other birds' eggs ; but, as Bochart hath 
taken a great deal of pains to shew, was a bird with a long 
bill and short feet, called rusticula. I will not mention the 
opinions of interpreters about it, for they are very various, 
and the same men are not constant to themselves; for 
It. Solomon, w T ho here takes it for a partridge, in that place 
of the prophet Jeremiah takes it for a cuckoo. • (See Hie- 
rozoicon, par. ii. lib. i. cap. 12.) 

Ver. 21. Then said Saul, I have sinned: return, my son 
David.] He invites him to come to the court again; which 
is more than he did at their former meeting. 

For I will no more' do thee harm, because my soul was 
precious in thine eyes this day: I lutve played the fool, and 
have erred exceedingly.] This is a very ingenuous confes- 
sion, wherein he condemned himself as a great offender 
against God and against David. In which for the present, 
no doubt, he was very serious, and both ashamed and 
sorry for what he had done. • . 

Ver. 22. And David answered and said, Behold the 
king's spear! let one of the young men come over and fetch 
it.] He durst not venture to go and present it himself to' 
Saul, though it was the testimony of his fidelity and affec- 
tion to him. For he did not know but the evil spirit might 
come on a sudden upon him, and make him change his 
good resolution. 

Ver. 23. Tlie Lord render to every man according to his 
righteousness and faithfulness: for the Lord delivered thee 
this day into my liand, but I would not stretch forth my 
hand against the Lord's anointed.] He repeats what Saul 
had confessed, the .more to affect his heart with it: and tells 
him he doubted not the Lord would deal with him accord- 
ingly? howsoever Saui used him. 

Ver. 24; Behold, as thy life was set by this day in mine 
eyes, so let my life be set by in the sight of the Lord, and let 
him deliver me out of all tribulation.] He prays God to 
deal with him as he had done with Saul; and then he 
doubted not to come out of all his troubles. 



, Ver. 25. And Saul said unto David, Blessed be thou, my 
son David; thoushalt do great things, and also shalt still 
prevail.] He perceived it was in vain to contend any 
longer against David, whom God designed for great things 
(as he saw by his most worthy and noble actions), and 
would still have the better of him, until he came to the 
throne: for possibly Saul looked upon the taking away his 
spear> which I observed (upon xxii. 6.) was his sceptre, 
as an omen the royal authority should be translated to 
David. 

So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his 
place.] To Gibeah, from whence he came, (ver. 1.) but 
David did not think fit to accompany him, remembering 
how fickle he was, and therefore, notwithstanding all those 
good words, not to be trusted. 



CHAP.. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. XX.ND David said in his heart, I shall now perish 
one day bij the hand of Saul.] Wfyose heart he believed was 
not altered, though he had felt lately some compunction 
for what He had done against him. But David had the 
greatest reason to believe he would never be able to com- 
pass his design, having God's promise he should be king of 
Israel ; therefore these words were spoken in a melancholy 
fit, when he was under some great depression of spirit. 

There is nothing better for me than that I should speedily 
escape into the land of the Philistines; and Saul shall de- 
spair of me, to seek' me any more in* any coast of Israel: so 
shall I escape out of his hand.] He thought, that as long as 
he remained in any part of Saul's dominions, he would 
never cease his persecution : but by going into an enemy's 
country, he would be forced to be quiet. 

Ver. 2. And David arose, and he passed over with the six 
hundred men that were with him, unto Achish, the son of 
Maoch,king of Gath.] It is not certain that this was tho 
same Achish mentioned xxi. 10. with whom David took 
shelter at his first flight from Saul. He seems rather to have 
been another, who is distinguished from the former by tho 
name of his father. But whichsoever he was, he had either 
invited David to come thither for his security (hoping to 
make use of his valour or his prudence in his wars), or 
David had sent ambassadors before to treat with him, and 
had his' royal word, that he should be protected by him. 
And it*appears afterward, that he had David in great 
esteem; for he* gave him a town for his own inheritance, 
(ver. 6.) ' 

Ver. 3. And David dwelt with Achish at Gath, he and 
his men, every man with his household, even David with his 
two 'wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelite, and Abigail the Car* 
melite, Nabal's wife.] It was a very capacious place that 
could contain so many men and their families; some of 
which might be numerous. And Achish was very generous 
to receive so many strangers and old soldiers into his royal 
city, as might have made themselves masters of it. Ahi- 
noam being here mentioned before Abigail, hath made' 
many think she was his wife before he took the other. 

Ver. 4. And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath ; 
and he sought no more again- for him.] Unto which, it is 
likely, he was inclined; if he had not found it to be in vain. 

Ver. 5. And David said unto Achish, If I have now found 
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grace in thine eyes, let them give me a place in some town in 
the country, that I may dwell there : for why should thy ser- 
vant dwell in the royal city with thee?] This lie said, that 
he might avoid envy. For perhaps he might have too much 
the port of a king; having so many men at his service, and 
being attended, no doubt, with a considerable number of 
them about his person. In a private town also he might 
more freely exercise his own religion; without any offence 
to the Philistines, who worshipped other gods. 

Ver. G. Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day.] Either 
out of his royal. bounty, or on condition of some service he 
should do him. 

Wherefore Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings ofJudah unto 
this day.] In the division of the land of Canaan it was first 
given unto the tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 31.) and after- 
ward to that of Simeon, who had a portion out of the 
land given to Judah, (Josh. xix. 5.) But the Philistines 
kept possession of it, so that neither of them enjoyed it: 
till now it became by Achish's gift the peculiar inheritance 
of David and his successors. 

Ver. 7. And the time that David dwelt in the country of 
the Philistines teas a full year and four months.'] How long 
he wandered up and down, till he settled here, we are no 
where told : but it is probable the persecution of Saul 
lasted a great while. 

Ver. 8. And David and Ids men went out, and invaded 
the Geshurites, and the Gezerites, and the Amalekites : for 
those nations were of old the inhabitants of the land, as thou 
goest toShur, even nnto the land ofEgtjpt.] The Geshurites 
and Gezerites were both of them relics of the Canaanites, 
whom God commanded to be rooted out. (See Grotius.) 
The Amalekites who were near had been destroyed by 
Saul, but not these that were afar off: or, perhaps, these 
were some that fled into these remote parts when they 
heard Saul was coming against them. And the following 
words (ver. 11, of David's killing all) must bo understood, 
that he left none alive whom he found in these parts: but 
there still w r ere Amalekites in other places, (xxx. 1.) Abar- 
binel imagines all the people here mentioned were at en- 
mity with Achish, and hated him and his people: so that 
when David smote them he made no complaint about it. 

Ver. 9. And David smote the land, and left neither man 
nor woman alive, and took away the sheep, and the oxen, 
and the asses, and the camels, and the apparel, and returned, 
and came to Achish.] To give an account of his actions, 
and to present him, I suppose, with part of the spoil. • 

Ver. 10. And Achish said, Whither have ye made a road 
to-day?] For David, it is likely, constantly kept his men 
in exercise upon some expedition or other. 
■ And David said, Against the south of Judah, and against 
the south of the Jerahmeelites, and against the south of the 
Kenites.] He answers Achish cunningly, in such ambigu- 
ous words, that he might understand him as if he had as- 
saulted the land of Judah ; whereas he only fell upon those 
people who bordered on thoso parts which he mentions. 
For these countries lay on the south of Judah : and the Jc* 
rahmeclites were a part of Judea, and the Kenites of the fa- 
mily of Jethro were their neighbours and confederates. 

Ver. 11. And David saved neither man nor ivoman alive 
to bring tidings to Gath, saying, Lest they should tell onus, 
staying, So did David, and so will be his maimer all 'the 
ivhilehe dwellethin the country of the Philistines.'] Who had 



people of some countries thereabouts; perhaps tributaries 
to them, and under their protection : whom they might fear 
David would serve in the same manner, had they known 
how he dealt with these. 

Ver. 12. And Achish believed David, saying, He hath 
made his people utterly to abhor him; therefore he shall be 
my servant for ever.] The enmity between him and his own 
people being, as he thought, irreconcilable, he must make 
him his friend by faithful service for ever. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ver. 1. JjLnD it came to pass in those days.] While David 
was in the country of the Philistines. 

That the Philistines gathered their armies together for 
warfare, to fight with Israel.] Mustered all their forces to 
invade the land of Israel, being encouraged, it is probable, 
by the banishment of David, the death of Samuel, and the 
frenzy of Saul. 

And Achish said unto David, Know thou assuredly, that 
thou shalt go with me to battle, thou and thy men.] Achish 
seems to have been the principal person in the country, 
and the commander of all their forces. For we read of no 
other king among them but he: who required David, who 
was now one of his subjects, to assist him in this warfare 
against his own native country.- 

Ver. 2. And David said to Achish, Surely thou shalt 
know what thy servant can do.] He answered in doubtful 
words, which might be taken in different senses. - * 

And Achish said to David, Therefore will I make thee 
keeper of my head for ever.] Achish understood him that he 
would do his best to serve him: and thereupon promised, 
if he did, that he would make him captain of his guard, or 
some great officer^ near to his person. 

Ver. 3. Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel lamented 
him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his own city.] This 
was noted before, (xxx. 1.) but repeated here again, to shew 
that Saul now was sensible of his loss, wanting his advice 
in a time of great distress. 

And Saul had put away those that had familiar spirits, and 
the wizards, out of the land.] According to the Divine com- 
mandment, (Lev. xx. 27.) which, perhaps, he had executed 
in the beginning of his reign, when he was governed by 
Samuel: or if he did it since, it was to shew that he had 
some zeal for God left, whereby he kept up his authority 
among the people. 

Ver. 4. And the Philistines gathered themselves together.] 
Met at an appointed place. 

And came and pitched in Shunem.] A place in the tribe 
of Issachar, as w T e learn from Josh. xix. 18. 

And Saul gathered all Israel together, and pitched in Gil- 
boa.] A mountain near the valley of Jezreel, not far from 
Shunem : as that place in Joshua informs us. So that they 
seem to be pitched, as they were before the great battle w r as 
fought when Goliath fell, upon two mountains, with a valley 
between them. 

Ver. 5. And when Saul saw the host of the Philistines.] 
Of which he had a full view from Mount Gilboa. 

He tvas afraid, and his heart greatly trembled.] For the 
Spirit of God having forsaken him, his courage very much 
failed him, when he saw how numerous the Philistinos 
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were, and heard, perhaps, that David was among them; 
and reflected.upon all the evil he had done unto him. 

Ver. 6. And when Saul inquired of the. Lord.'] This 
seems to contradict what is said 1 Chron. x. 14. that he 
did. not inquire of the Lord: which was the reason that he 
slew him. But Kimchi and others thus reconcile these two 
places; that since he did not continue to inquire of him, 
but went to a witch, it was all one as if he had not inquired 
at all; for he did it faintly, coldly, and indifferently: re- 
solving, if he. was not heard there,' to>go to some other 
place for counsel. See Buxtorf, Hist. Urim et Thum- 
mim; who observes, out of Samuel Laniado, a learned Jew, 
that " he whose heart is perfect with God, lifts up his eyes 
unto him, and fixes them on him; hoping in him, though 
he doth, not presently, hear him: and perseveres in his 
hopes, firmly settling a resolution to wait upon him. But 
so did not Saul, who .was remiss and negligent, saying, If 
God will not hear me, I will go and consult a familiar 
spirit/' „ 

77/6 Lord answered him not.] Because he had killed his 
priests, as R. Solomon here notes. And by this means, as 
R.Levi ben Gersomhere farther observes, had nobody ca- 
pable of the Holy Spirit to consult God for him. 

Neither by dreams.] By which he prayed, perhaps, that 
God would inform himself. 

Norbyuriin.] Kimchi thinks that he sent to Abiathar 
to inquire about the event of this war : for he had the urim 
with him. It is observable, that the Scripture never saith 
that God answered by thummim; for that is comprehended 
under urim : which is always put first when they are joined 
together, and here it is mentioned alone. (See.xxiii. G.) 

Nor by prophets.] A college of which, no doubt, was 
still remaining at Ramah ; whom Samuel had educated. 
It will not be amiss to observe, that the same ways of in- 
quiry were among the gentiles, as appears by what Achil- 
les saith, in the council of the Greeks, who met to consider 
about the plague Apollo had sent among them: (Iliad, i. 
ver. 62.) 

'AXX* aye 8// rtva fxavnv Ipdoptv fj teplqa, 
H feat ovctpoTroXov, (*cal yap t* ovao Ik A(OC eartv) 

Vg K .E17TOI: 

Where he reckons three sorts of men, a prophet, or a priest, 
.or an expounder of dreams; who mighttell why Apollo was 
so angry with them. 

.Ver. 7. Then said Said unto his seivants, Seek me a wo- 
man that hath a familiar spirit, that J may go, to her, and 
inquire of her. ~] In this he acted like a distracted man, who 
now approved what he had 'condemned. He mentions a 
woman rather than a man; because the weaker sex were 
most addicted to these practices (being most easily de- 
ceived by evil spirits), among whom such a person he 
thought might be soonest found. 

And his servants said unto him, There is a woman that 
hath a familiar spirit.] There are always some flatterers in 
courts, who will never .contradict their princes; but are 
ready to comply with them in their worst designs. And it 
appears by this, that though this sort of divination was not 
publicly practised, yet it was known that there were some 
who privately continued to consult the dead. I say pub- 
licly, because it is very probable that before Saul executed 
the law against them, there were those that made pro- 



fession of having familiar spirits, as there were among the 
heathen. For Plutarch, in the life of Cimon, speaks of 
Pausanias' going to a NttcvouavTuov (an oracle of the dead). 
at Heraclea, where he called up the soul of Cleonice. 

At En-dor.] A place in the tribe of Manassefi, (Josh. 
xvii. 11.) not far from Shunem, as Salianus observes : and 
part of the mountain of Gilboa was over against En-dor," 
and another part of it against Shunem. This,woman, the 
Jewish doctors say, was the mother of Abner. 
,, Ver. 8. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other rai- 
ment, and went, and two servants with him.] He put off his 
royal apparel, and clothed himself like an ordinary man, 
having but a small attendance ; that he might not be sus- 
pected to be what he was. These two servants, the Jewish 
doctors say, were Abner and Amasa. 

And they . came to the woman by night.] They could not 
go the direct way, for then they must have passed through 
the army of the Philistines: and therefore they fetched a 
compass, and travelled also by night, that they might not 
be discovered. And it is likely they went on foot, that less 
notice might be taken of them ; and they might go and re-, 
turn through by-ways, which made their journey the longer. 
In the night also it was, that women went about such ma- 
gical practices. For, as Psellus observes in his book of 
Demons, it is the common opinion of the Greeks, that none 
of the terrestrial demons dare appear in the day-time. 
'EAArjvwc/jc Y«p €<n"t So^rjc to /urjStva rwv ivvXwv. oatfiovuv Sfc/o- 
piiv Tag jov riXiov avyag: Nay, he saith all those things. 
were performed after the summer solstice; when the days 
grewshort, and the nights increased. 

And he said, Divine unto me by the familiar spirits, and 
bring me him up whom I shall name unto thee.] This con- 
sulting the dead, .was a very ancient practice amonj the 
gentiles, as appears from Homer: but long before him, 
mentioned by Moses himself, who forbids it in Deut. xviii. 
10. Notwithstanding which, the Israelites, who had a Di- 
vine oracle, and holy prophets to guide thein, fell into this 
foul sin, as Ihey did into most of the gentile abominations. 
% , Ver. 9. And the ivoman said unto him ? Behold, thou 
knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those who 
liave familiar spirits, and ivizards,outofthe land : wherefore 
then layest thou a snare for my life, to cause me to die?] 
For so the law was, (Lev. xx. 27.) And Saul seems by the 
woman's speech to have executed it, for she saith he 
had cut them off; whereas it is only said, that he had put 
them away: as .if he had failed in his duty; and merely 
banished such persons, when ho should have put them to 
death. 

Ver. 10. And Saul sware unto her by the Lord, saying, 
As the Lord liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee 
for this thing.] An oath was so sacred a thing in those 
days, that they entirely relied upon it, and ventured their 
lives upon its credit. , . . , , 

Ver. 11. Tlien said the woman, whom shall I bring up to 
thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel] . It is a wonderful 
thing that he should believe a woman should have power 
to disturb the rest of Samuel, and bring him thither at her 
command. But he was forsaken by God, and grown* de- 
lirious. 

- Ver. 12. And when the woman saw Samuel.] Here inter- 
preters are very much divided ; some imagining it was Sa- 
muel himself that appeared ; others, a spectre, which by 
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the power of tho devil, appeared in his likeness. Several 
of the ancient fathers arc of the former opinion, and parti- 
cularly Justin Martyr; who, in his dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew, alleges this as a demonstration of the immortality 
of the soul, p. 333. And most of tho Roman church are 
now of the same mind. But Tertullian saith, (in his book 
Dc Aniraa, cap. 57.) * God forbid we should believe the 
Soul of any holy man, much less of a prophet, should be 
brought up by the power of the devil ." Of this persuasion 
are a great number of the ancients, particularly St. Cyril 
of Alexandria, who thinks it the greatest absurdity to be- 
lieve that a wretched woman should call up Samuel's soul; 
the demons, with whom such people deal, having no such 
power. And so St. Jerome calls this Samnelis phantasma. 
Yet there are vast numbers of modern authors, who think 
that by God's permission, or dispensation, the soul of Sa- 
muel might appear; which Sir John Marsham himself 
takes riot to be improbable. (See Chron. Canon. xiiL) 
But the very letter of the text seems to me to be against 
this opinion ; which speaks of bringing him up, and his 
coming up out of the earth; whereas, if it had been Sa- 
muel, he should rather have come down from heaven. 
This apparition, therefore, was one of those fallacious spi- 
rits, whom Porphyry speaks of (lib. ii. De Abstinentia), 
"who put on any shape, and counterfeit (as his words 
are) the gods, and demons, and the souls of the dead;" 
Tivog awaTriXriQ <j>$at(OQ iravr6fiop(j>ov Kai 7roXvrp07rov, viroKpt- 
vo/ievov Kai Stovg, icai Safyiovae, Kai fax^S teOvrjKOTwv. Which 
a very learned person (Joh. Wagenseil) hath confirmed, 
by this reason, which to me seems very solid; that since 
God was not pleased to answer Saul (as he confessed) 
cither by prophets, or by dreams, or by urim and thum- 
mim, but had withdrawn himself wholly from him, it is not 
probable, that he would send Samuel himself to him from 
the dead (and none else could do it), and that at the call of 
a witch, when he would not favour him with any revelation 
from aliving prophet, or any other way. (Confut. Carm. 
Lipmanni, p. 198.) 

She cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to 
Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? for thou art 
SauL~] She cried out for fear of Saul, when she perceived, 
by the reverence the spectre paid him, who he was. For so 
Abarbinel interprets it, he bowed with his face to the 
ground, in honour of Saul, whereby the woman concluded 
he was the king. 

Vcr. 13. And the king said unto her, Be not afraid.'] Do 
not imagine I come with any design to discover thee, and 
bring thee to punishment. 

For what sawest thou?] But tell me what appeared to 
thee. 

And she said, I saw gods ascending out of the earth.] By 
the word Elohim the Jews understand a judge; for so judges 
are called in Psal. Ixxxii. 1. 6. Peter Martyr therefore 
interprets it not amiss, a person very majestic, like a judge 
or a king. And so R. Esaias, mentioned by Vorstius upon 
Pirke Eliezer, (p. 113.) who by Elohim understands "homi- 
ncra insignis £tque excels© statunc," a man of an eminent 
arid high stature; as the Scripture calls high trees and 
ipountains, trees and mountains of God. And he is said 
fo ascend out of the earth. For so the heathen -endea- 
voured (as Homer, Virgil, Statius, and other ancient poets 
tell us) t9 bring up the dead out of the earth, to give them 



answers to their doubts. Which wicked custom prevailed 
long among the Jews; for Isaiah alludes to it in xxix. 4. 
when he saith, they should be brought so low, as to speak 
like a familiar spirit out of the ground, and whisper out of 
the dust. And it is evident likewise from Isa. lxv. 4. 
that they were wont to go to the sepulchres of tho dead, 
there to consult them. For that is the meaning of sacri- 
ficing in gardens, (ven 3.) for there they were wont to bury 
their dead. 

Ver. 14. And he said unto her, What form is he of?] This 
is an argument he saw nothing> but afterward heard a 
voice. 

And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered 
with a mantle.] Such as kings wore, and also prophets, 
who had very great authority, (xv. 27* 2 Kings ii. 8. 13.) 
Tho Hebrew word meil signifies as much as the Greek 
7roBtipt)g, a long garment which came down to the feet. 

And Saul perceived that it teas Samuel, and he stooped 
ivith his face to the ground, and boived himself] By the de- 
scription which the woman gave of him, he concluded it 
was Samuel; and thereupon made his reverence to him. 

Ver. 15. And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou dis- 
quieted me, and brought me up?] This shews it was an evil 
spirit, personating Samuel, who spake these words. For 
it is not in the power of witches to disturb the rest of good 
men, and to bring them into this world when they please. 
And Samuel, we may be sure, would never have acknow* 
ledged such a power in magical arts, the credit of which 
the devil endeavoured to support. 

And Saul answered, I am sore distressed ; for the Philis* 
tines make war against me, and God is departed from me, 
and answereth me no more, neither by prophets nor by 
dreams; therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make, 
known to me what I sJutll do.~] Some think he omits inquiry 
by urim, because, in truth, he neither did nor could make 
use of that: Abiathar having carried it away to David. 
But this doth not agree with ver. 6. which supposes ho did 
inquire by urim. Ho should rather, by repentance, and 
prayer, and sacrifices, and doing right to David, have be- 
sought the favour of God, as Pellicanus here well ob- 
serves. 

Ver. 16. And Samuel said to Said, Wherefore dost 
thou ask me, seeing the Lord is departed from thee, and be- 
come thine enemy?] Nothing could be more senseless than 
to imagine Samuel could do any thing for him, when the 
Lord, whose servant Samuel was, would not regard him. 

Ver. 17. And the Lord hath done to him.] That is, to 
David, mentioned in the conclusion of the verse. 

As he spake by me.] Still the evil spirit personates Sa- 
muel, that Saul might be deceived into a belief that it was 
really he who spake tohim. 

For the Lord hath rent the kingdom out of thy hand, and 
given it to thy neighbour, even unto David.] As Samuel had 
foretold long ago; and now "it was Teady to be accom- 
plished. 

Vcr. 18. Because thou obeyedstnot thevoiceoftheLordJ] 
This relates (Abarbinel thinks) to his sin in Gilgal, (chap, 
■xiii.) 

Nor executed his fierce wrath upon Amalek.] This was 
his next sin, whereby he highly provoked God's anger 
against him: for he was not sensible he had oflended.his 
express command, but justified his. conduct, till Samuel 
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look a great deal of pains to convince him; and then told 
him he would rend the kingdom from him, (xv. 28.) 

Therefore liath the Lord done this unto thee this day.'] 
He doth not mention his sin in killing the Lord's priests ; 
because this decree of taking the kingdom from him was 
passed before that sin was committed. 

Ver. 19. Moreover, the Lord will also deliver Israel with 
thee into the hand of the Philistines.] Samuel himself eould 
no more know this, than an evil spirit; unless God had 
been pleased to suggest it : which he might think good to 
do to this ghost, which personated Samuel, that he might 
terrify Saul. Or, he saw the Philistines to be so numerous, 
and Saul so feeble and dispirited, that he doubted not the 
victory would be on the Philistines' side; and therefore 
confidently pronounced it. But the former is more pro- 
bable, that God used this evil spirit to declare his mind 
at this time : so that he spake nothing but by his direc- 
tion. 

And to-morrow shalt thou and thy sons bexvith me.]. If 
we take the word to-morrow strictly, Eustathius, arch- 
bishop of Antioch, his argument against Origen is good, 
that this eould not be Samuel who spake, because his 
words are false: there being more than a day between this 
and the fight, as many have clearly proved from the story 
itself. But the meaning may be no more, than very shortly 
tli ou shalt be as I am, that is, dead. For, as. many have 
well observed (particularly Haekspan, in his disputation 
concerning Angels and Demons), by these.words, bewith 
me y "mors simplieitcrnotatur, non vero peeuliaris mortem 
secutus status;" death is simply noted, but not the state 
which follows after death. 

And the Lord shall deliver the host of Israel into the hand 
of the Philistines.] He would not have him think his army 
should be able to defend him. Abarbincl observes, that 
he reckons up three judgments, in the very order- wherein 
they fell out (which shews all was spoken by God's order) ; 
first, that the host of Israel should be delivered into the 
hand of the Philistines ; then, that Saul and his sons should 
be slain; and, lastly, that the Philistines should come and 
dwell in their cities, (xxxi. 7.) which he takes to be the 
sense of the last words, which otherwise are only a repeti- 
tion of the first. 

Ver. 20. And Saul fell straightway' all along on the 
earth, and was afraid, because of the words of Samuel: and 
there was no strength in him; for he had eaten no bi-eadall 
the day, nor all the night.] No wonder he fainted away, 
being weak in body for want of food ; and extremely af- 
flicted in mind by this dismal message, which Samuel, he 
thought, brought him from God. : 

Ver. 21. And the woman came wito Said.] These words 
suggest that Saul was in some private room, where he alone 
heard the words that were spoken by the apparition. 

Andsaiv that he was sore troubled, and said xinto him, 
Behold, thy handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have 
put my life in thy hand, and have hearkened unto thy words 
which thou spakest vnto me.] She had exposed herself to 
extreme danger : for what we carry in our hand may 
easily fall out, or he snatched from us. 

Ver. 22. Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou also 
unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me set a morsel of 
bread before thee, arid eat ; that thou mayest have strength 
when thou gocst on thy way.] For without some refresh- 
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meht she saw it would be impossible for him to get to hjs 
camp again. 

Ver. 23. But he refused, and said, I will not.] He chose 
rather to die there than by the Philistines. 

But his servants, together with the zcoman, compelled 
him.] Pressed him so hard, that he yielded to them. 

• And lie hearkened to their voice.] Who knew nothing of 
what he had heard, but thought he had fainted away only 
for want of food. 

So he arose from the earth, and sat upon the bed.] As the 
manner (I observed before) then was ; and not to lie along 
when they ate. 

Ver. 24. And the woman had a fat calf in the house.] 
The Hebrew word marbek is well translated fat, as Bo- 
ehartus confesses, though it properly signifies (as he de- 
monstrates) a calf that treads out the corn, and is fitted 
up by that means. (Hierozoieon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 31.) 

And she hasted, and killed it, and took flour and kneaded 
it, and did bake unleavened bread thereof] Because there 
was no time to let'it ferment. 

' Ver. 25. And she brought it before Saul, and before his 
servants; and they did eat. Then they arose up and went 
away that night.] Before the break of day ; that none might 
discover they had been with such a woman. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW the Philistines gathered all their army to 
Aphek.] There were three places of this name; one in the 
tribe of Judah, another in Manasseh, and a third in Asher. 
Which last seems to be here meant, where the sons.of Eli 
were slain. (See iv. 1.) 

And the Israelites pitched by a mountain which is in Jez- 
reel.] A valley which was overlooked by the mountain Gil- 
boa : from whence the Israelites came down (xxviii. 4.) to 
draw up their army here. 

Ver. 2. And the lords of the Philistines passed on by hun- 
dreds and by thousands.] When they took a view of their 
army, the great men appeared, some at the head of a hun- 
dred, some of a thousand soldiers. 

But David and his men passed on in the rear-ward with 
Achish.] Who seems to have been the general of the army : 
and to have made David and his men his lite-guard, accord- 
ing to his resolution, xxviii. 2. 

Ver. 3. Then said the princes of the Philistines, What do 
these Hebrews here?] Who they were afraid would prove 
false to them, and take part with their own countrymen. •' 

And Achish said unfo the princes of the Philistines, Is not 
this David, the servant of Saul the king of Israel, who hath 
been with me these days, or these years.] The meaning is, 
I may say years, not days : for he had been with him part 
of two years: and, if he had not formerly known him, his 
predecessor had, (xxi. 10.) and it is likely he had held cor- 
respondence with him before he came to him. 

And I have found no fault in him since he fell unto me 
unto this day?] This intimates, that he looked on him as 
revolted from Saul; and, by the experience he had of 'his 
fidelity, he thought ho might be still trusted. 

Ver. 4. And the princes of the Philistines were wroth with 
him ; and the princes of the Philistines said unto him.] In an : 
angry tone. 
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• Make this fellow return, that he may go again to his place 
which thou hast appointed him.] At Ziklag, which they were 
contented ho should possess. 

And let him not go down with us to the battle, lest in the 
battle he be an adversary to us.] And thereby do them more 
mischief than the army of the Israelites. 

For wherewith should he reconcile himself to his master? 
should it not beivith the heads of these men?'] That is, of 
the Philistines. They reasoned wisely, according to the 
common practice of mankind ; and well it was for David, 
that they were such politicians: for hereby God delivered 
him out of a very great strait; either of being an enemy to 
his country, or false to his friends, and to his trust. And 
•by the same good providence he was sent back to rescue 
iris wives, and the wives and children of his men, who were 
.taken captive. 

Ver. 5. Is not this David, of whom they sang one to an- 
'other in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his tliousands, and 
David his ten thousands?] They remembered that he was 
their old enemy, who killed Goliath : and was highly mag- 
nified for it above Saul himself. 

* Ver. G. Then Achish called David, and said unto him, 
Surely, as the Lord liveth.] Ho swears by the God whom 
David worshipped, that he might be the more believed : 
or, perhaps, he had learned something from David of the 
true God, though he worshipped others with him. 

Thou hast been upright, and thy going out and coming in 
with me in the host is good in my sight.] He commends him 
as an unblameable person in his private conversation; and 
as an excellent commander in his army. 

For I have not found evil in thee since the day of thy 
coming unto me unto this day.] Avery honourable testi- 
mony from a foreign prince. 

. Nevertheless the lords favour thee not.] Unto whom 
Achish was forced to yield : for he was not an absolute 
king; but the lords of the country still retained a great 
authority. 

- Ver. 7. Wherefore now return, and go in peace, that thou 
displease not the lords of the Philistines.] From the effects 
of whose envy and jealousy he could not preserve him. 

Ver. 8. And David said unto Achish, . But what have I 
done? and what hast thou found in thy servant, so long as I 
fyave been with thee unto this day, that I may not go fight 
against the enemies of my lord the king?] He had told him 
before that he found not the, least fault in him: therefore 
this question may seem impertinent. But David was to act 
lus part handsomely upon this occasion ; so that, though he 
was, inwardly pleased, he would not have them suspect he 
was glad to be dismissed: and therefore, since the king was 
Satisfied with his fidelity, asks w T hy he might not be trusted 
to. fight against his enemies, and that his lords would give 
him a reason? But Abarbincl thinks he never intended 
(Iris; but being chosen by Achish to be the keeper of his 
head, (xxviii. 2.) he resolved only to discharge this office; 
but not to join in the battle against Israel. 
: ■ Ver. 9. And Achish answered and said to David, I know 
that thou art goodin my sight, asan angel of God.] He had 
learned something, as I observed before, (ver. G.) of the 
Hebrew religion: and it appears by this, of their language 
also. And the meaning is, he looked upon. David as a man 
§cnt down from heaven to him: all things prospering- that 
he took in hand. 



Notwithstanding, the princes of the Philistines have said, 
He shallnot go with its to battle.] They seem to have made 
such an order in council: which the king durst not con- 
tradict. 

Ver. 10. Wherefore now rise up early in> the morning:] 
Lest any mischief should come to him, if he delayed his 
departure. 

With thy masters servants that are come with thee.] This 
intimates, that the lords of the Philistines would not trust 
them, because they looked on them still as Saul's subjects* 

And as soon as^ye be tip early in the morning, and have 
light, depart.] He advises them to lose no time,,but, as soon 
as they could see their way, leave the army, and march to 
Ziklag. 

• Ver. 11. So David and his men rose up early in the morn' 
ing, to return into the land of the Philistines.] For now 
they w r ere in the Philistines' camp, in the land of Israel-, at 
Aphek, (ver. 1.) 

And the Philistines went up to Jezreel.] To the battle, to 
the Israelites, who were pitched there, (ver. 1.) 



CHAP. XXX. 

Ver, 1. JjLND it came to pass, when David and his mat 
were'eome to Ziklag on the third day*] So many days' 
journey it was from the camp of the Philistines to this 
place. (See the beginning of the next book, .ver. 2.) 

That the Amalekites hcttt invaded' the south, and Ziklag; 
andjsmote Ziklag, and burnt it icithfire.].To revenge them- 
selves for what David had done to them, (xxvii. 8.) which 
they might easily do, when he and his men were, absent; 
and but a small, if any, guard left in the place. 

Ver. 2. And had taken the women captives that were there* 
in: they slew. not any, either great or small, but carried 
them away, and Went on? their way.] Towards their, own 
country. This may seem strange, that. David having killed 
all he could meet with, and spared none, neither men nor 
women,, (xxvii. 9. 11.) they should not serve his people in 
the same kind. But though they sought revenge, yet they 
desired booty much more : being a poor and very covetous 
people; who intended to sell them for slaves, and make 
money of them. 

Ver. 3. AndDavid and his men came to the city, and, be- 
hold, it was burnt with fire ; and their wives, and their sons, 
and their daughters, were taken captive.] This befel David 
when he seemed to be in the greatest security: having 
escaped the fury of Saul, and also the service of the Philis- 
tines ; who were likely to make Saul pay very dear for his 
ill usage of David. But such is the state of this world, 
we are often surprised with sudden unexpected troubles ; 
and, as the proverb is, " Many things fall out between the 
cup and the lip." 

Ver. 4* And David and the people that were with him 
lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no power to 
weep.] f!or such calamities are enough to break the heart 
of the most courageous and undaunted spirits. 

Ver. 5. And David's two tcives xvere taken captive, Ahi- 
noam the Jezreelite, and Abigail the wife of Nabal the 
Carmelitei] This is set down distinctly, to aggravate Da- 
vid's loss. 

Vet. 6. And David was greatly distressed: for the people 
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spake f of stoning him.] As the cause of this calamity, in 
leaving the city unguarded : or in provoking the Amalekites 
so grievously as he had done, in the slaughter of all he 
could find. 

Because the soul of the people im$ grieved, every man for 
his sons and for his daughters.] Grief took away the use 
of their reason. 

But David encouraged himself 'in Hie Lord his God.] Who 
had never failed him in the greatest distresses: but done 
great things for him, and promised to do greater. 

Ver. 7. And David said to AbiatJiar the priest, >Alrim&* 
leclis son. Bring me luther, I pray thee, the ephod.~] From 
these words Petrus Cunaeus (lib. i. de Rep. Heb. cap. 14.) 
concludes, that the kings of Israel might make use of the 
ephod, as well as the high-priest: because David saith, 
Bring me-hither,&c. But this doth not signifyJhatfce him- 
self meant to use it; but only that he desired it might be 
used for him: according to what is said of Joshua, in 
Numb, xxvli.21. that he should stand before Eleazar the 
priest, -who should inquire for him, &c. 

And Abiathar brought thither the ephod unto David.] 
From these words the same Cunceus, in an epistle of his to 
Caspar Barlaeus,(Epist. Ecclesiastics, 506. p. 767.) argues 
for his forenamed opinion, because it is not said he brought 
it le David, but el David; the former of which, he thinks; 
might have signified for his use ; but this denotes, it was 
for him to use himself: which he endeavours to confirm 
from the high privilege which the king had above other 
men, of sitting in the -house of God, &c. But this is con- 
futed lately by a man very learned in these matters, (John 
Braunius, lib. ii. deVcst. Hebr. Sacerd. cap. 20. n. 32.) 
who well observes (as Buxtorf also doth), that in the fore- 
going words David doth say, Bring the ephod, li, i. e. pro 
me, or mea causa, for me, or in meant gratiam, for my 
sake. 

Ver. 8. And David inquired at the Lord, saying, Shall I 
pursue after this troop?] He inquired by Abiathar. So 
all the Hebrew doctors, as Buxtorf observes in his Hist. 
Urim. cap. 3. 

Shall J overtake them?] This shews it is a vain observa- 
tion of the Jews, that they were not to ask two questions 
together: for David still continues to do so here, as he had 
done atKeilah: though God, they say there, had set him 
right in his inquiry, and taught him to do otherwise. 

And he answered him, Pitrsue; for thou shalt surely over- 
take them, and without fail recover all.] He answers both 
questions at once, and tells him also more than -he asked; 
that he -should Tegain all that he had lost: which, no doubt, 
was a mighty encouragement unto him in his pursuit. 

"Ver. 9. So David went, he and the six hundred men fJiat 
were *with him, and came to the brook Besor, ivhere those 
that were left behind stayed.] They that were left to look 
after the stuff, (ver. 24.) who were so tired, that they were 
not able to march any farther. 

Ver. 10. So David pursued, he and four hundred men-: 
for two hundred abode behind, who were so faint that they 
could not go over the brook Besor.] Grief, it is likely, made 
them neglect to take necessary refreshment before they 
came out. 

Ver. 11. And they found an Egyptian in the field.] They 
knew him to be so by his habit: or, perhaps, they did not 
know whence he was, until hoenrae to himself and «told 
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them. But finding him in the garb of a soldier, they 
thought he belonged to the Amalekites. \ 

And brought him to David.] Half dead. . \ 

And they gave him bread, and he did eat; and they made* 
him drink water.] Natural compassion might move them ta 
this: but they had another motive, which was the hope of 
snaking some discovery, by his means; where the enemies 
were. 

* Ver. 12. And they gave him a piece of a cake of figs, and ' 
two clusters ofraisim.] Did all they could to comfort him? 
up, and revive his spirits. 

And, when he had eaten> his spirit came again to him; 
for he had eaten no bread, nor drunk any water, three days- 
and three nights.] Having nobody near him to look after- 
lum: and being so sick, he could not look after himself. 
This is to be understood as Matt. xii. 40. of one whole, 
day, and part of two others: as appears from the .next? 
verse, where he saith, Three days ago I fell sick. In the. 
Hebrew, I fell sick this third day ; L e. this is the third day 
since I fell sick. 

Ver. 13. And David said, To whom belongest thou? and 
whence art thou? And he said, lam a young man of Egypt, 
servant to an Amalekite ; and my master left me, because* 
three days ago I fell sick.] A barbarous act, to leave him 
there to perish, when they had camels good store for the 
carriage of men, as well as of their spoil,(ver. 17.) But 
this inhumanity cost them dear : for by this means they lost 
their own lives. Such is the wonderful providence of God 
(as Conr. Pellicanus here piously observes), which governs- 
all the desires, and thoughts, and counsels, and works, and 
whatsoever is done among men, both the good and the bad.- 

Ver. 14. And tve made an invasion upon the south of the* 
Cherethites.] They are the same with the Philistines. For 
the Arabians call "their country (as Bochartus observes) 
Keritha, and the Syrians call it Creth. Whose inhabitants 
the Hebrews call Crethi, or Crethim. And to put all out' 
of doubt, the south of the Clierethites here mentioned, is, in 
the sixth verse explained, the land of the Philistines. Who* 
were excellent archers, as we may gather from xxxi. &- 
(See there.) 

And upon the coast that belongeth to Judah.] The south 
coast of that tribe. 

And upon the land of Calebs] We read no where else of* 
this land: which, in all probability, signifies that south 
part of Judah which was -given to Caleb, and which his: 
posterity inherited, (Josh. xiv. 13.) 

And we burnt Ziklag witfcfire.] With which they seem 
to have ended their expedition. 

Ver. 15. And David said, Canst thou bring me down to* 
this company ? And he said, Swear wito me by the Lord, 
that thou tvilt neither kill me, nor deliver me into tJie hand 
of my master.] Who, -it is likely, had otherwise been cruel- 
to him: and, therefore, he had no mind to serve him any 
longer. Besides, his service, I suppose, was no better than 
slavery. « < 

And I will bring thee down to this company.] For hf* 
heard them say, it is likely, where they would stay and 
rest themselves. 

Ver. 10. And when he had brought him down.] Who had 
given him security, no doubt, by his path, as he desired : 
and that, as I observed before, was such a sacred thing is 
ancient times, that all jnen relied upQn it. * 
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Behold, they tvere spread abroad upon the earth, eating 
and drinking, and dancing, because of the great spoil they 
had taken out of the land of the Philistines, and out of the 
land of Judah.] They had laid aside their arms, and were 
feasting and making merry; as men are wont to do, when 
they have had great success in their enterprises. 
; Vcr. 17. And David smote them from the twilight even 
unto the evening of the 7iext day.] He came upon thern in 
the evening, when they wcro refreshing and resting them- 
selves with mirth and jollity: being secure that no danger 
was near them; because the Israelites and the Philistines 
(among whom they thought David was) were ready to en- 
gage; so that he could no more come to revenge himself, 
than the Philistines could for the injuries done to them. 
And, it is probable David let them fall asleep, when they 
had eaten and drunk liberally ; and at peep of day fell upon 
them, and hunted them until the evening, which begun the 
next day, 

And there escaped not ajnan of them, save four hundred 
young men, that rode upon camels.] The country of Arabia, 
where this people lived, abounded with camels; one sort 
Of which run very swiftly. They were, used also by 
some nations in battle: as Vegctius observes, lib.iii. do 
Re Militari, cap. 23. (See Stcwcchius's Annotations on 
him.) 

. Ver. 18. And recovered all that the Amalekites had carried 
away; arid David rescued his two wives.] Which are here 
particularly mentioned, because he had the greatest con- 
cern for them. 

Ver. 19. And there was nothing lacking to them, neither 
sjnall nor great, neither son nor daughter, neither spoil, nor 
any thing they had taken to them.] According to the word 
of God^(ver. G.) 

Vcr. 20. And David took all the flocks and the herds.] 
Which had been taken by the Amalckites from the Philis- 
tines, and other places.* 

. Which they drave before those other cattle.] His soldiers 
dravc them before those cattle that had been taken from 
Dayid and his men. 

And said, This is David's spoil.] Not that he challenged 
it all to himself: but that it was acquired by his valour 
and conduct; which they now magnified, who lately spake 
of^toning him. For some think they sung a triumphant 
song, and that this was the burden of it: which they re- 
peated at the end of every verse. 

Vcr. 21. And David came to the two hundred men, which 
were so faint, that they could not follow David, whom he had 
made also to abide at the brook Besor.] That they .might 
look after their stuff. 

And they went forth to meet David, and to meet the people 
that were with him.] To congratulate their happy success : 
and to receive their wives and .children, who had been 
carried captive. 

. And when David came unto the people, he saluted them.] 
He w r as glad to sec them, and inquired how they did (as it 
is in the margin), for he had left them very weak, 
s Ver. 22. .Then answered all the wicked 7nen, and men of 
Belial, of those that went with David, and said.] It is likely. 
David told these two hundred men, when he saluted them, 
that they should lose nothing by, their not being able to go 
along with him; -which made these men, who had.no con- 
science, but were only greedy of prey, to say what follows. 



Because they went not ivith us, we willnot give them aught 
ofthQ spoil which we have recovered, save to every man his 
ivife and his children, that he may lead them away, and de- 
part.] This was a savage resolution of such as feared not 
God, nor regarded men: since it was not the choice of 
their brethren to stay behind, but mere necessity and in- 
ability to travel further. 

Ver. 23. Then said David.] Who still preserved his au- 
thority over the most wicked among them. 

Ye shall not do so, my brethreu.] He overrules them: but 
thought fit to do it in a friendly manner. 

With that which God hath given us, who hath preserved 
us, and delivered the company that came against us into 
our hand,'] As much as to say, When God hath been so 
good to us, we ought not to be unkind to our brethren. 

Ver. 24. For who ivill hearken unto you in this matter?] 
No equal persons, he was confident, would be of their 
opinion, if the matter was referred to them. 

But as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall 
his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: their parts shall be 
alike.] Polybius explains the order of dividing the spoils 
of war, (asGrotius observes, lib.iii. de. Jure Belli ct Pacis, 
cap. 6. sect. 17.) some of which was allotted those who re- 
mained in the camp. But the proportions were various in 
several places. In some, a simple portion was given to a 
footman; a double to a centurion; and a treble to a horse- 
man. In other places they varied from this: but howso- 
ever the division was made, the commander-in-chief was 
allowed to take the best of the spoil to himself: as David 
perhaps now did: and then left the rest to be equally di- 
vided among his men. But the Talmudists say, that, in 
aftertimes, the king had all the royal furniture that was 
found in the tent of the conquered prince given unto him 
for his share. * f 

Ver. 25. Arid it was so, from that day fo)*ward, that he 
made it a statute and an ordinance for Israel unto this day.] 
The equity of this law appears from hence: that by com- 
mon consent these two hundred men were left behind to 
look after their baggage: and they were part of the same 
body of men, linked together in the same common society: 
and were hindered by mere weariness from going to fight, 
which otherwise they would have done; and their will was 
accepted for the deed; and they were in the same common 
danger ; for if the four hundred had been routed, their ene- 
mies would soon have cut them ofF. 

This law may seem to have been ordained before by 
God himself in Numb. xxxi. Which if it were, it may be 
thought strange that David should not allege that law to 
quiet the present contention. But it is evident this was a 
Yery different case from that: for threescore thousand who 
stayed at home, had no more among them than the twelve 
thousand had who went to the battle, (ver. 27. of that 
chapter.) And what was then done w r as not ordained to be 
observed as a statute through all generations. This there- 
fore was a new law, but perpetually continued to the time 
of the Maccabees; as appears from the second book- of 
their history, chap. viii. ver. 2S. 30. And Osiandcr ob- 
serves,, that it pleased the Romans to do the same, as 
Fcstus tells us. (Sec Josh. xxii. 8.) But the most ancient 
custom among the Romans was (as Godcscalcus Stewe- 
chius shews at large, upon Vegctius dc Re Militari, lib. ii. 
cap. .7.) to burn part of the spoils, as an offering to. their 
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^ods; and for the rest, sometimes the soldiers were per- 
mitted to keep what every man had got to himself: and 
sometimes, if the necessities of the commonwealth re- 
quired, they were all brought to the quaestor, to be put 
into the public treasury. Out of those which every man 
kept to himself, they were wont, when they came home, to 
have some of them upon the posts of the gates to their 
houses: which it was lawful to remove when a house was 
sold to another man. 

Ver. 26. And when David came to Ziilag, he sent of the 
spoil to the elders ofJudah, even to his friends.'] By this it 
seems plain, that he had reserved some part of the spoil to 
himself: out of which he made presents to his friends: 
some of which were of the best quality in the tribe of 
Judah'. • 

Saying, Behold, a present for you of the spoil of the ene- 
mies of the Lord.] In the Hebrew, a blessing for you, See. 
So he calls the present, because it was a token that he 
wished all prosperity to them : who had been kind to him 
in his banishment, and helped to maintain and protect him: 
and whom he was desirous still to oblige, that they might 
more readily receive him, when he had a right to take pos- 
session of the kingdom. 

Ver. 27. And to them which were in Beth-el] This seems 
to be the same place with' that which is called Baalath 
and Kirjath-baal, Josh. xv. 9. 60. 

And to them which ivere in South llamoth.] A place in 
the tribe of Simeon, (Josh. xix. 8.) called Ramotk in the 
south, to distinguish it from Ramoth-Gilcad, which lay 
northward. By which it appears he had other friends," who 
sometimes gave him shelter, or subsistence, besides those 
in his own tribe. 

And to them which were in Jattir.] A town in the moun- 
tainous part of the tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 48.) 

Ver. 28. And to them that were in Aroer, &c] Not that 
on the other side Jordan, (mentioned in Numb.xxxii.) but 
some other place, in the tribe of Judah, or some neigh- 
bouring tribe, where the other places here mentioned were : 
for we no where read, that David ever fled, during Saul's 
persecution, into the country beyond Jordan. 

Ver. 29., And to them ivhich were in llachal, and to them 
ivhich were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites.] These people 
lay on the south of Judah, (xxvii. 10.) where, it is likely, 
llachal also was. 

And to them that were in the cities of the Kenites.] Who 
were near to the Jerahmeelites, it appears from the fore- 
named place. 

Ver. 30. And to those that were in Hormah.] This was 
a city in the tribe of Judah, (Josh, xv, 30.) afterward 
given unto the tribe of Simeon, (Josh. xix. 4.) 

And to them that were in Chor-ashan, and to them that 
were in Athach.] It is probable that these two places were 
also in the same tribe. 

Ver. 31. And to them which were in Hebron.] Which 
was certainly a city of Judah : (Josh. xv. 54.) where 
David was first made king, and reigned over that tribe, 
(2 Sam. ii. 1, 2, &c.) 

A nd to all the places ivhere David and his men were ivont 
to liaunt.] Either to lurk among them/or to getprovisions, 
or intelligence from them. 
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Ver. 1. J^ND the Philistines fought against Israel.] i. e. 
Gave them battle : and as they began the quarrel, (xxix.l.)- 
so they seem to have begun the fight. 

And the 7nen of Israel fled from before the Philistines, 
and fell down slain in Mount Gilboa.] 'They fled thither 
from the valley of Jezrcel, and were there slain in great 
numbers. 

Ver. 2. And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul 
and upon his sons.] Who were the leaders of the army : 
which the Philistines thought would never rally again, if 
they were slain or taken. 

And the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and 
Melchi-shua, Saul's sons.] It seems Ish-bosheth was not 
there, being no warlike man; or he escaped out of the 
battle by flight, as Abner and other great men did : or 
perhaps he was left at home to manage domestic affairs. 
Jonathan seems to have deserved a better fate: but the 
providence of God suffered him to be slain, that David 
might more easily come to the throne. • For though he had 
freely consented to it, yet he was such a favourite* of the 
people, that many of them might have stickled for him. 

Ver. 3. And Alie battle went sore against Saul.] They 
pursued him so close, that there was no hope he could 
escape. 

And the archers hit him; and he was sorely wounded of 
the archers.] In the Hebrew the words are, the archers 
foundhim: which signifies, in that language, to rush upon 
one on a sudden. Bows and arrows were the principal 
weapons of this nation ; in the use of which they were very 
dexterous, and did terrible execution. Which is the rea- 
son, some think, that David, when lie came to the throne, 
taught the Israelites the use of the bow, (as we read in the 
next book, chap. i. ver. 18.) that they might not be inferior 
to the Philistines, nor fall into the like disaster that Saul 
had done. And when he had made peace with the Philis- 
tines, he took some of their archers, with whom he was 
well acquainted, to be the keepers of his body: which are 
those so often mentioned in the following books, under the 
name of Cherethites, 2 Sam. viii. 18. xy. 18. xx. 7. 1 Kings 
i.38.44. 1 Chron. xviii. 17. in all which places, where the 
Hebrew hath the word cerethi, the Chaldee paraphrast in- 
terprets it archers. (See Bochartus, in his Canaan, lib. i. 
cap. 15. p. 459.) 

Ver. 4. Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer, Draw thy 
vword, and thrust me through therewith.] For though he 
had received many wounds, yet they were not mortal ; at 
least, not for the present* 

Lest these uncirewncised come and thrust me through, 
and abuse me.] Ho was afraid they might put him to some 
ignominious death, or make sport with him, as they did 
with Samson. 

But his armour-bearer would not; for he was sore afraid.] 
Dreaded to think of killing his king. 

Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it,] And 
killed himself, as appears by the next words. 

Ver. 5. And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul teas 
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him.] 
Some of the Jews think this was Doegr. 
, Ver. 6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armolir- 
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bearer, and all his men, the same day together.] That is, all 
tho men that attended upon his person. 

Ver. 7. And when the men of Israel that were on the 
,other side of the valley.] Of Jezrecl. 

And they that were on the other side Jordan.] Or rather 
on this side Jordan ; for the Hebrew word signifies either 
side. And there was no occasion for those beyond Jordan 
•to flee. 

Saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his 
sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled.] Being 
afraid, I suppose/ to be carried captive. 

And the Philistines came and dwelt in them.] The con- 
sternation being so great, that there were none to oppose 
them. 

Ver. €. And it came to pass on the morrow, when the 
Philistines came to strip the slain, tliat they found Saul and 
Jits three sons fallen in Mount Gilboa.] It was contrary to 
military discipline, presently to fall upon the spoil, which 
they did not till the next day. 

And they cut off his head.] As David had done the head 
:of Goliath. 

And stripped off his armour, and sent into the land of the 
Philistines round about.] They sent the news of this great 
victory; and perhaps his head and armour in token of it. 

To publish it in the house of their idols, and among the 
people.] That they .might give thanks to their gods for the 
Yictory they had obtained. 

Ver. 10. And they put his armour in the house ofAshta- 
roth.] As tho sword of Goliath was laid up in the taber- 
nacle. 

And they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan.] To 
expose it, as we do the bodies of great malefactors, to 
public shame and reproach. And thus it appears, by ver, 
12. they did with the bodies of his sons. 

Ver: 11. And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead 
-heard of that which the Philistines had done to Saul.] They 
lived on the other side Jordan $ for the people on this side 
wete fled. 

Ver. 12. Allihe valiant men arose, and went all night.] 
To avoid discovery. 

'And took the body of Saul, and thebodies of his sons, from 
-the wall cf Beth-shan.] Which was & city in the tribe of 
Manassch, not far from Jordan and -the seaof Gennesaret: 



out of which the Manassitcs could not expel the old -inha- 
bitants, (Judg. i. 27.) To this place they of Jabesh might 
march in a night's time, and accomplish their design, 
Aristotle reports, in the fifth book of his Ethics (as Strige- 
lius here observes), that the temples of the Graces were 
built in the very midst of the cities of the Greeks, that all 
men might be admonished to be grateful. Of which virtue 
.the men of Jabesh-Gilead gave a most noble example : 
who, being delivered by Saul in the beginning of his reiga 
from the Ammonites, when they were in danger to lose 
their eyes, (chap..xi.) now repay his care of them when he 
was dead, by not suffering his carcass to want the honour 
of burial. 

And came to Jabesh, and burnt them there.] Some -think 
they burnt their flesh, which was rotten and putrid : crthers, 
■that they poured upon^their flesh aromatic hot spices, such 
as Joseph ordered for the embalming of :his father: or, as 
•the Targum understands it, they burnt 'upon, or over them. 
Where Kimchi notes, that the paraphrast had .respect te 
the custom delivered down from their ancestors, of burn- 
ing the beds and other utensils of the dead upon their 
graves ; or to the burning of spices. Certain it is, there 
was no such custom as this among the Jews, of burning 
the bodies of the dead. Though some think that these 
.people imitated the heathenish custom, affecting singu- 
larity, as appears from the story of the Benjamites, Judg> 
xxi. 8. where we read, they alone would not come to the 
assembly of the whole nation. Such a singularity Gierus 
thinks they were now guilty of: and, therefore, in a paral- 
lel place to this, l'Chron. x. 11. there is no mention made 
of this burning: either because it was an unwonted prac? 
tice, or unworthy to be remembered. 

Ver. 13. And ihey took their bodies, and buried them 
under a tree in Jabesh.'] In this also there seems to be 
some of the superstition of the gentiles : among whom 
trees were accounted sacred things. ^ 

And fasted seven days.] Expressed groat sorrow : of 
which this was a token. Lucian saith, in his book de 
Lucta, that the Greeks were wont in their funerals neither 
to eat nor drink for three days. But this is not to be so 
understood: bnt that they fasted for seven days together 
till the evening (as the manner of fasting was among th« 
Jews}, and eat nothing all day. 
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CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. J\0W it came to pass, after the death of Saul, 
when David was returned from the slaughter of the Amalek- 
ites.'] The fight between Saul and the Philistines fell out, 
when David was in pursuit of the Amalekites. 

And David had abode about two days in Ziklag.] Whicb 



it seems the Amalekites iad not quite burnt; contenting 
themselves with the spoil. 

Ver. 2. It came even to pass on the third day.] After his 
coming into Ziklag. 

That, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with 
his clothes rent, and earth upon his head.] As the manner 
of deep mourners was. (See 1 Sam. iv. 4.) 
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And so it was, 'when lie came to David, that he fell on the 
earth, and did obeisance.] Honoured him as his king. 
• Ver. 3. And David said, From whence comest thoii? And 
he said, Out of the camp of Israel am I escaped.] Some of 
the Jews have a conceit, that this was Doeg's son; of 
which, though there was no proof, yet the objection against 
it is of no- value. For Doeg was an Edomite, and this 
person an Amalekite, which seems inconsistent with his 
being the son of Doeg. But it is to be considered, that 
all Amalekites were also Edomites: though all Edomites 
were not Amalekites. For Amalek was Esau's grandson, 
by his son Eliphaz, (Gen. xxxvi. 15, 16.) 

Ver. 4. And David said, Ho to went the matter? I pray 
thee tell me. And he answered, Tliat the people are fled 
from the battle, and many of the people also are fallen and 
dead; and Saul and Jonathan his son are dead also*] He 
relates the matter very orderly ; that first the Israelites 
were routed and fled ; and then in the pursuit of them many 
wereslain; and in conclusion, Saul and Jonathan his son. 
Which two he -only mentions; thinking that David was 
principally concerned in them. 

Ver. 5. And David said unto the young man that told 
liirn, How hiowest thou that Saul and Jonathan are dead?] 
He might easily know that the Israelites were beaten ; but 
hot so easily that these were in the number of tlie slain. 

Ver. 6. And the young man that told him, said, As I 
happened by chance upon Mount Gilboa.] One would think 
by this, that he was not a soldier, but a countryman, who 
had occasion to go that way. 

Behold, Said leaned upon his spear.] Endeavouring to 
run it through his body. 

And, lo, the chariots and horsemen followed' hard after 
him.] So that he feared he should fall into their hands, be- 
fore he could dispatch himself. 

Ver* 7. Andtvltenhe looked behind him t he saw me, and 
called unto me: and I answered, Here am I.] He looked 
round about him, to see if there w r cre any near him of his 
servants. 

Ver. 8. And he said unto me, Who art thou? and I 
answered, 1 am an Amalekite.] He did not dissemble his 
country, though he knew Saul had no reason -to be a 
friend to it. 

Ver. 9. And he said unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, 
upon me, and slay me.'] He would have him lean so hard 
upon him, with the whole weight of his body, that* the 
Spear might run through him ; which he had not strength 
to make it do. This is not a likely story : for Saul, in all 
probability, would have been as unwilling to be killed by 
an Amalekite, as by a Philistine. 

For anguish is come upon me.] The Hebrew word scha- 
batz is variously translated. By some, trembling ; by 
others, convulsions ; by the LXX. ctkotoc, darkness. Kim- 
chi saith it was a disease, which some say was the cramp: 
but in Scripture, as Braunius observes, (lib. i. de Vcstitu 
Saccrd. Hebr. cap. 17. sect. 9.) it never signifies any one 
of these things, but some ornament in a garment. And 
therefore our marginal translation is better, my embroidered 
coat hinders the spear from going far into my body : or his 
coat of mail, as Diodatc translates it: for it consisted of 
little rings one within another, which made it hard to 
penetrate. And thus Ralbag among the Jews under- 
stands it. ..... 



Because my life is yet xvhole within me.] He was riot 
mortally wounded. 

Ver. 10. So I stood upon Iiim, and slew him, because I 
was sure he coidd not live after he was fallen.] This is con* 
trary to what Saul said just before, that his life was whole 
in him (unless he meant that the Philistines wouldinstantly 
come upon ham and kill him), and it was as false that he 
slew him; for it appears by the foregoing relation, that 
Saul killed himself: and that not with a spear, but with 
his sword, (xxxi. 4.) But this the young man said to esp- 
ouse himself, if David did not approve the fact. 

And I took the crown that was on his head, and the braces- 
lets that were on his arms, and have brought them hither 
unto my lord.] Saul was the first that had the ensigns of 
royal authority ; for the judges had none; but were mere 
ministers of God (during his pleasure), who- was their 
king and governor. And' it is not likely that Saul wore 
his crown when he was in the fight (for that had .been to 
set out himself a mark for the Philistines to shoot at), but 
it was carried along with him* into the field, by some that 
attended him ; to be ready to put on, if he had gotten the 
victory, and triumphed. The Jews- think that Doeg, his 
armour-bearer, had it in his custody: who, before he killed 
himself, gave it to his son (this young Amalekite), and 
bade him carry it to David; hoping he might thereby in- 
gratiate himself with him. 

Ver. 11. And David took hold of his clothes, and rent 
them; and likewise all the men that were with him.] That is, 
all his attendants. Every one knows that this was a token 
of very grcat'sorro.w, and of a violent passion : which all 
nations used,. as we learn from Homer, Herodotus, Virgil, 
and other ancient authors. 

Ver. 12. And they mourned and wept.] The whole com- 
pany made great lamentations, and shed many, tears. 

And fasted until even.] Till the evening, sacrifice was 
offered: though Buxtorf(in his Synag. Jiidaica) thinks they 
abstained from all meat and drink till the stars appeared. 
•.. For Saul, and for Jonathan his son, and for. the people of 
the Lord, and for the house of Israel; because they we fe 
fallen by the sword.] Ho had great reason to mourn for 
Jonathan, who was his great friend ; but some think he 
should have rejoiced to hear of Saul's death, who was his 
bitter enemy. But there were many reasons for his be- 
wailing his death, as a public person, who was lately re- 
conciled to him; and might possibly have returned. to a 
better mind, if he had lived longer. However, the manner 
of his death very much affected him; and the more, be- 
cause he heard perhaps of his being just before to consult 
a witch, and gave no tokens of his repentance. The Jews 
say, in both the Talmuds, that he mourned for Saul, as the 
prince of the great Sanhedrin; and for Jonathan,, as the 
father of it. (See Seldcn, lib. ii. dcSynedr.cap.lG. sect. 4.) 

Ver. 13. And David said unto the young' man that told 
him, Whence art thou? And he said, I am the son of a 
stranger, an Amalekite.] He had told David once, before 
who he was, in the relation he made of his discourse with 
Saul, (ver. 8.) But being astonished at the news, he did not 
attend unto that circumstance, or had forgot it. Besides, 
a good judgeought to examine things strictly, and not ttf 
trust unto the first answer. 

Ver. 14. And David said, Ifoiv, wast thou not afraid^ to 
stretch forth thy hand to destroy the Lord's anointed?] 
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Who, it is possible, might have recovered, and been car- 
ried ofTbysome of his own men; the Philistines, by some 
extraordinary providence of God, being diverted from their 
pursuit. And it was the greater presumption of this young 
man to do it ; since one of Saul's own servants durst not 
venture upon such a fact. 

t f Vcr. 15. And David called one of the young men."] One 
of the guards of his body. 

And said unto him, Go near, and fall upon him. And he 
smote him that he died.] There was a known law, that no 
man should bo condemned out of the mouth of one wit- 
ness : and the Jews tell us, that no judge was to sit alone, 
but to have some other joined with him: and that no man's 
testimony was to be taken against himself. But this was 
tho singular prerogative of their kings, that they might 
alone bear any man's cause, and condemn him; and that 
out of the mouth of 'one. witness, or from his own con- 
fession. Of which Maimonides gives this caso of the 
Amalckitc as an instance: which he looks upon as an 
extraordinary example, and as the king's process. (See 
Schickard, de Jure Regis, cap. 4. Theor. 14. and my 
notes upon Josh. vii. 25.) But after all, it looks something 
hard, that a man should be put to death for doing what 
Saul himself desired, and when ho w r as sure (if this man 
said true) that he could not live. Abarbinel therefore 
thinks, that this man being an Amalekite, David supposed 
he might kill Saul but of revenge, for the slaughter bebad 
made of his people. 

. Vcr. 16. And David said unto him, Tliy blood be upon 
thy head: for thy mouth hath testified against thee, saying, 
I have slain the Lord's anointed.} That is, thou art the 
cause of thy own death ; or, the blood thou bast shed is 
the reason* of thy death. 

Ver. 17. And David lamented with this lamentation over 
Saul, and over Jonathan his son.] He and bis servants bad 
lamented them before, (ver. 12.) but now David composed 
a song for a public and universal lamentation. 

Ver. 18. (Also he bade them teach the children of Judah.] 
Among whom he now was ; and over whom he first reigned. 
This comes in as a parenthesis between the former verse 
arid "what follows; to shew bis early endeavours to pro- 
mote the good of the people. 

The use of the bow.'] While be made lamentation for the 
dead, he did not neglect the care of the living: that they 
might be provided with better means to defend themselves. 
For they now looking upon him as tho king God designed 
should rule over them, be ordered they should immediately 
learn the skill of using bows and arrows, in which the Phi- 
listines, excelled them. (See what I have noted, 1 Sam. 
xxxi. 3.) Some indeed make this the title of the following 
song, which they were to sing among their military exer- 
cises : but the former seems a more natural interpretation; 
which Conradus Pellicanus proposed in tho beginning of 
the Reformation. The Jews, saith he, hitherto used only 
slings and swords ; but now were taught to shoot with bows 
and arrows: for it did not misbecome them to learn tho 
art of defending themselves from infidels. And indeed the 
benefit of having good archprs in an army is so great, that 
Cato took the pains to describe it in his book of Military 
Discipline, as Vegctius tells us.: who says, that Scipio 
hoped for no success in Africa against the Nuraantines, 
" nisi in omnibus ccnturiis lectos sagittarios miscuissct/' 



unless he had mingled some choice archers with every com- 
pany of soldiers, commanded by a centurion, (lib.i. cap. 15.) 
And as this was done among the footmen, so in the next 
book he makes it the qualification of a captain of horse, 
" sagittas doctissime mittere," to shoot arrows most skil- 
fully, (lib. ii. cap. 14.) 

Behold, it is written in the book ofJasher).] That is, 
this order for teaching the children of Judah the use of the 
bow was more largely recorded there. But what book 
this was is very uncertain: yet Victorinus Strigelius ad- 
ventures to say, " Haud dubie fuit historia ecclcsiastica, 
qualis nunc est Euscbiana, aut Theodorctica :" Without 
doubt it was an ecclesiastical history, like that which we 
now have of Evsebius or Theodoret. (See my. notes upon 
Josh. x. 13.) I should rather say, that Jasher signifying 
right, it was a book concerning the right art of making war: 
upon which subject the ancient Romans wrote many books : 
particularly Cato, Cornelius Celsus, Frontinus, and Pater- 
nus ; which were abridged, as he himself tells us, by Vege- 
tius de Re Militari, lib. i. cap. 8. Procopius Gazaeus thinks 
these words declare, " Hanc historiam ex multis libris col- 
lectamesse;" that this history was gathered out of many 
prophetical books. 

Ver. 19. The beauty of Israel is slain iipon thy high 
places.] The flower of the nation; their choice young men: 
together with Saul and his sons. 

How are the mighty fallen. 1 ] What a slaughter is made 
among the valiant men ! 

Ver. 20. Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in' the streets' 
of Askelon.] The city Gath seems to have been the metro- 
polis of the Philistines' country; and Askelon next to it. 
Where it was in vain to wish this mightnot be published : for 
it was done already. Therefore these are only expressions 
of great sadness and sorrow, that this overthrow should be 
published, which he could not but wish had never been 
beard of. 

Lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest tlve 
daughters of the uncircumcised triumph.] According to the 
manner of those countries; where the women celebrated, 
with songs and dances, the victory of the men over their 
enemies. (See Exod. xv. 1, &c. Judg. xi. 34.) 

Vcr. 21. Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no detp, 
neither let there be rain upon yon, nor fields of offerings.] 
Fruitful fields, from whence offerings might be brought to 
the house of God. These are poetical expressions, from 
the common language of mankind : who are wont to speak 
with abhorrence of those places, and to curse them, where 
any calamity hath befallen their friends. 

For there the shield of the mighty is vilely cast away.] They, 
were forced to throw away their shields, that they might 
run the faster away; which was a great disgrace to them. 

The shield of Saul, as though he had not been anointed 
with oil.] As if he had been a common soldier. So these 
words are generally interpreted, as spoken of Saul. But 
the words, as though he had, are not in tho Hebrew; where 
there is only, not anointed with oil: which may as well re- 
late to the shield, as the Jews interpret it, and thus explain 
it: — By the holy oil meii were set apart for sonic great 
office; as that of priests, and sometimes kings. Now 
when any person, in a sudden danger of the state, was 
chosen to bo captain-geneial of their army, they were wont 
to anoint him : that by this sight he might be animated to 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. I.]' 



THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL. 



309 



fight the Lords battles courageously. And such a petson 
was oalled, The anointed of war : nay, sometimes (they 
say) their armour was anointed, to increase their confi- 
dence : just as the vessels of the tabernacle were which the 
priests*used : unto which they think David alludes in these 
words. See Guil. Schickardus, cap.]. Theor. 4. of his 
Jus Regium : where Carpzovius observes, that these words 
Isa. xxi. 9. favour this interpretation: and are alleged by 
Rasi and Ralbag, as parallel to this place. But he con- 
fesses lie can find no where that their shields, or other 
warlike instruments, were anointed with holy oil, to make 
them fight with greater boldness. 

Ver. 22. From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the 
mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back.} By this it 
appears, that Jonathan was a very skilful archer (as per- 
haps some other great men were), though the common 
people were not trained up to the use of the bow. Which 
Jonathan so well managed, that as he always hit his mark, 
so his arrows pierced into the very entrails of the most 
mighty men. 

And the sword of Saul returned not empty.] Always did 
great execution (as we now speak) upon those whom he 
fought withal. 

Ver. 23. Saul and Jo?iathan were lovely and pleasant in 
their lives.'] Courteous and kind to their people : which is a 
great virtue in priuces. To David, indeed, Saul expressed 
a great deal of ill nature: but that proceeded from Saul's 
jealousy, and fear that* he would supplant his family, and 
* place himself in the throne. And this highly advances the 
glory of David, that he commends his greatest enemy for 
what was praiseworthy in him : as Caesar, they say, could 
not but shed some tears when Pompey's head was brought 
to him, though we read of nothing that he spake in his 
praise. 

And in their death they were not divided.'] Jonathan 
stuck close to his father in the battle; and demonstrated 
he was engaged in no conspiracy against him, as he had 
sometime charged him. 

They were swifter than eagles.] In pursuing their ene- 
mies. For this, I have often observed, was a requisite 
quality in an. excellent warrior: therefore, in the choice of 
soldiers, Vegetius saith, "EtTelocitas requirenda est'et 
robur;" Both swiftness and strength were to be required, 
(lib. i. de Re Militari, cap. 8.) The great advantages of 
being a swift runner, he enumerates in the next chapter. 

TJiey were stronger than lions.] In overthrowing their 
enemies, when they overtook them. 

Ver. 24. Ye daughters of Israel, weep over Saul, who 
clothed you in scarlet, with other delights; and put orna- 
ments of gold upon your apparel.] He would have the wo- 
men bear a part in this lamentation over Saul, who adorned 
them with the rich spoils of their enemies. The word other 
before delights is not in the Hebrew; but the meaning 
seems to be, that they delighted in fine clothes, which they 
did not want while Saul lived. And scarlet was every 
where accounted the most precious colour: the emperor's 
mantle being of scarlet, as Braunius observes, lib. i. cap. 
15. de Vestitu Saccrd. Hebr. 

Ver. 25. How are the mighty fallen in the midst of the 
hattle! O Jonathan, thou wast slain in thy high places !] Of 
his own country, which he valiantly defended. 

Ver.2G. I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan : 
vol. h. 
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very pleasant hast thou been unto me.]' His grief was as 
great for his death, as the pleasure had been which he totfk 
in his company while he lived. 

Thy love to me was wonderful, passing the love of wo- 
men.] No less ardent, sincere, aud sweet, than the highest 
conjugal affection. Which ought to be (as Strigelius here 
glosses) ardent without simulation, sincere without any 
suspicions, and sweet without morpsity or disdain. - 

Ver. 27. How are the mighty fallen.] This is repeated 
three times in this song : being an interlocutory verse. 

And the weapons of war perished!] All military glory 
gone from Israel. 

CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. JjiND it came to pass, that after this David in- 
quired of the Lord.] By Abiathar the high-priest, as he had 
often done before, (1 Sam. xxvi. 0. and other places.) 
- Saying, Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah ?] 
Which was his own tribe, where he had most friends; and 
therefore it was proper, he thought, to address himself to 
them, who were best affected to him. But though he had 
a right to the kingdom by God's designation, yet he would 
not enter into possession, nor take upon him the adminis- 
tration of affairs, without God's advice and direction. r t 

And the Lord said, Go up.] He approved of his going up 
into that tribe ; and thereby gave him hope of success. 

And he said, Whither shall I go up?] He asked these 
questions distinctly, as the Jews say the manner was to do, 
and not two questions at once. (See upon 1 Sam. xxiii. 11. 
and see what I have further noted, xxx. 8.) 

And he said, Unto Hebron.] Which was a principal city 
in that tribe ; and in the middle of it : where the people 
might more conveniently and easily resort to him, than in 
Ziklag. Which was his own town by the gift of Achish,- 
and at first in the lot of Judah. (See 1 Sam. xxvii. 6.) 

Ver. 2. So David went up thither, he and his two wives,> 
Ahinoam the Jezreelite, and Abigail, NabaVs wife, the Car- 
melite.] Who being hitherto companions in his troubles, 
were now advanced to be partakers of his prosperity. This 
Theogena the wife of Agathocles (as Strigelius observes) 
made the character of a good wife, who in marriage enters 
into society with a husband, in all things, both good and 
evil. • * ' 

Ver. 3. And his men that were with him did David brin<f 
up, every man with his household.] He took care to provide 
for his followers, and their families, according to every 
one's merit. But this, it is likely, was not done till he was 
settled : for to go up with so many armed men, had been 
to frighten them into compliance. 

And they dwelt in the cities of Hebron.] Which was 
given to the priests to be a city of refuge, (Josh. xxi. 11; 
12.) and therefore could not contain all David's followers; 
but only him and his v court. The rest were disposed of in 
the cities depending upon Hebron. 

Ver. 4. And the men of Judah came.] The principal per- 
sons, who represented the rest. 

And there they anointed David king.] Who had been 
anointed privately by Samuel some time ago ; but that 
was only a designation of him to the kingdom : into which 
he was now solemnly inaugurated by this public unction. 

Over the house of Judah.] Who would not presume to 
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know the sense of all Israel: though they hoped they would 
follow this example; as they afterward did, and anointed 
him again, (chap. v. ver. 3.) 

- And they told David, That the men ofJabesh- Gilead were 
they who had buried Saul.] Which it seems he had not 
heard of while he was in Ziklag; but now (by some dis- 
course about Saul's death) that noble action was related 
to him ; .which is recorded, to their honour, in 1 Sam. xxxi. 
11—13. 

Ver. 5. And David sent messengers to the men ofJabesh- 
Gilead, saying, Blessed be ye of the Lord, that ye have 
shewed this kindness to your lord, even unto Saul, and have 
buried him.'] This demonstrates, both the great piety and 
the great prudence oC David. For he testified the true 
kindness he had for Saul, though his virulent enemy : and 
by wishing so heartily the men of Jabesh might be rewarded 
Ibr what they had done, he invited them (who were Israel- 
ites on the other side of Jordan) to own him for their king. 

•Ver. G. Notv the Lord shew kindness and truth unto you : 
and I also wilt requite you this kindness, because ye have 
done this thing.] He doth not content himself merely with 
praying God to reward them (which he repeats again), but 
promises that he would take care of them, by defending 
them from the Philistines, if they should offer to invade 
them, -for entering their country without leave, and taking 
from thence the trophies of their victory. 

Ver. 7. Noiv, therefore, let your hands be strong, and be 
ye valiant.] As they had been to a high degree, (1 Sam. 
xxxi. 12.) 

. For your master, Saul, is dead.] Or, though your master, 
Saul, be dead. \ 

v And also the house ofJudah have anointed me king over 
them.] He would not have them discouraged, because they 
wanted one to head them; for he, being invested with the 
royal dignity by the tribe of Judah, would look upon him- 
self as bound to protect them also: though they had not 
owned him for their sovereign. 

- Ver. 8. But Abner the son ofNer, captain ofSauVs host.] 
A man of the greatest authority in Israel, after Saul was 
dead, being general of all their forces. 

Took Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul.] Called Esh-Baal, 

1 Chron. viii. 33. as there are several other names which 
end indifferently, either in Bosheth, or Baal. For instance, 
Gideon is called Jcrubbaal, Judg. ix. 1. and Jerubbesheth, 

2 Sam. xi. 21. and Mephibosheth is called Meribbaal, 
1 Chron. viii. 34. For Bosheth signifies shame and con- 
fusion; and Baal being an infamous idol, the Holy Scrip- 
ture makes these names end promiscuously either in Baal, 
or Bosheth, or Besheth. 

And brought him over.] The river Jordan. 

To Mahayiaim.] A place in the tribe of Gad, (Josh. xiii. 
26.) So called from the appearance of a host of angels to 
Jacob, as he came to Padan-Aram, with his household, 
(Gen. xxxii. 1.) Here Abner thought he might most se- 
curely do what follows,, being at a distance from David, 
under whom he could not promise himself that command 
and authority, which he hoped to maintain under Ish-bo- 
sheth. 

Ver. 9. And he made him king over Gilead.] Over all the 
tribes on the other side Jordan ; which are comprehended 
under this name. 

And over the Ashuriles.] The Chaldec paraphrast un- 



derstands hereby, tho tribe of Asher; who, though remote 
from Mahanaim,were forward to acknowledge him. 

And over Jezreel.] A large and noble valley, on tho 
borders of Zebuhin, Issachar, and Naphtali : who are all 
comprehended under this word. 

And over Ephraim, and over Benjamin.] Under whom 
tho Simeonites are comprehended. 

And over all Israel.] All the tribes on this side Jordan, 
save the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 10. Ish-bosheth, SanVs son, was forty years old tvhen 
he began to reign.] Therefore he was born that very year 
in which Saul was made king; for he reigned forty years, 
as St Paul tells us, Acts xiii. 21. 

And reigned two years.] Before there was any hostility 
between him and David. So Ralbag expounds it, who 
makes this cohere with, ver. 12. it being a mere fancy of 
the Jews, in Seder Olain Rabba, that the throne was vacant, 
and there was no king in Israel for five years. Victoriuus 
Strigelius's conjecture is far better; who, after he had 
given the foregoing interpretation of Ralbag» adds, that 
after the war broke out between David and Ish-bosheth, 
and David waxed stronger and stronger, (iii.l.)Ish-bosheth 
being an unactive prince, and unfit to command, Abner 
took the administration of the government upon himself, 
and managed the war the other five years which passed 
before David came to' the throne of Israel. These five 
years the Scripture doth not reckon as a part of Ish-bo- 
sheth's reign; because he had the mere name of a king,, 
but no authority at all. 

But the house of Judah followed David.] Stuck close to 
him, and were entirely at his command. 

Ver. 11. And the time that David was king in Hebron 
over the house of Judah ivas seven years and six months.] 
So long, therefore, Ish-bosheth reigned over Israel. Unless 
we will suppose, either that the Israelites were five yeans 
deliberating whether he or Mephibosheth should be king 
(whose right it was by the laws of succession), or that he 
reigning two years immediately after the death of Saul, 
they wero five years deliberating whether they should own 
David or not: neither of which is probable, as Ralbag 
thinks ; who judiciously observes, that those words, he 
reigned two years, are to be joined with ver. 12. And Abner, 
the son of Ner, went out, &c. That is, saith he, the two 
first years of his reign there was no war between the house 
of Saul and David : and there had been no open war, if 
Abner had not been the author of it, &c. 

Ver. 12. And Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of 
Ish-bosheth the son of Saul.] The principal officers about 
the king. 

Went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon.] They passed 
over Jordan into the country of Benjamin, where Gibeon 
was, (Josh, xviii. 25.) to fight with Judah, and to bring 
them into the obedience of Saul's son. ' It is observable, 
that David did not begin any hostility; but waited to see 
how God would dispose things in his favour. 

Ver. 13, And Joab the son of Zerniah, and the servants 
of David, ivent out.] To oppose the designs of the Israel- 
ites; for Joab was the chief commander of David's forces; 
whom the principal officers of his household attended. 

And they met together by the pool of Gibeon: and they 
sat down, the one on one side of the pool, and the other on 
the other side of the pooL] The two armies faced one an- 
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other (as we now speak), being parted only by the pool 
that was between them. 

Ver. 14. And Abner said unto Joab.] I suppose David 
had commanded Joab not to begin the quarrel, but only 
stand upon his defence. For he had sworn to Saul, that 
he would not cut off his seed ; and therefore would not 
willingly engage against Ish-bosheth, (1 Sam. xxiv. 21.) 

Let the young men arise, and play before us.] He desires 
that some soldiers might be picked out from the rest, and 
make th ^ two armies sport, as the gladiators were wont to 
do in aftertimes among the Roman*: whereby also they 
might make a trial of their courage and strength. So Jo- 
sephus saith, Abner was desirous to learn, 7roTtpoc avTtov 
avSpuoripovg arpaTiuyrag ?XV* w/nc/i of they two had the 
bravest soldiers. 

Ver. 15. Then there arose, and went over J] The pool of 
Gibeon. 

Twelve of Benjamin, which pertained to Ish-bosheth theson 
of Saul.] They still were forward to begin the hostility ; and 
Abner chose this number out of Benjamin, for the honour 
(I suppose) of his own tribe, and because they were a Va- 
liant sort of people, as appears by the story in Judg. xx. 

And twelve of the servants of David.] Whose valour, no 
doubt, had been tried in other exploits. 

Ver. 16. And they caught every man his fellow.] That is, 
the servants of David, last mentioned, caught each of them 
every one of the Benjamites that was his opposite. 

By the head.] That is, by the hair of his head, which 
they wore very long in those days. 

And thrust his sword in his fellow's side.] That is, Da- 
vid's men killed every one of the Benjamites with whom 
they were engaged : so, some say, Josephus understood it; 
though I can find no such thing in him. 

So (hey fell down together.] All the twelve men of Ben- 
jamin fell down dead together. 

Therefore was the place called Helkath-hazzurim, which 
is in Gibeon.] The Hebrewwords signify, the field of strong 
men ; as hard and firm as a rock. 

Ver. 17. And there was a very sore battle that day.] The 
men of Israel, enraged at the loss of their valiant men, 
maintained a furious fight the rest of that day. 

And Abner was beaten, and the men of Israel, before the 
servants of David.] But still success followed the. men of 
Judah. 

Ver. 18. And there were three sons ofZeruiah there.] She 
was David's sister: and therefore these were his nephews. 

Joab, Abisliai, and Asahel.] All three very valiant men, 
and great commanders, as appears from 1 Chron..xxvii. 7. 
where the last of them is mentioned as one of David's 
twelve captains over four-and-twenty thousand men. (See 
also chap. xi. 2G. of that book.) 

And Asahel was as light of foot as a wild roe.] I noted 
in the foregoing chapter, and in other places, that to be 
swift of foot to pursue an enemy, was a quality highly 
esteemed in warriors. And therefore Plato, I remember, 
would have this to be one of the exercises wherein youth 
should be trained up, viz. racing: u E<m yovv ttuvtuv ttoAc/k- 
•owrarov 77 aw/iaroc oSvttjc iravrac* V ulv ari twv 7tgSwv, tj Si 
airoTtov x u P*~ tv f & c * (Kb- y i"* ^ e J^S- P* 852, edit. Serrani.) 
Ver. 1!). And Asahel pursued after Abner.] Being de- 
sirous of the glory, either of taking or killing the greatest 
man in Israel. 
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And in going he turned not t& the right hand nor to the, 
left from following Abner.] Nothing could turn him aside 
to pursue any other design: but he went right forward/ 
having Abner only in his eye. 

Ver, 20. Then Abner looked behind him, and said, Art 
thou Asahel? And he answered, I am.] He speaks to him- 
civilly, having no mind to kill him. 

Ver. 21. And Abner said unto him, Turn thee aside to thy 
right hand or to thy left, and lay thee hold on one oftlte, 
young men, and take his armour.] That he might not return 
without some spoil, he bids him take one of his attendants> 
his arms and all ; and be content with, this glory of carrying 
away such a prisoner. Thus Kimchi expounds it. Others 
think he Bids him try his valour upon one of his servants, 
and disarm him, and not venture to encounter him, who was 
an old soldier. ■ • • ,< 

But Asahel would not turn aside from following him.'J 
Being possessed with a vain desire, of more glory than it 
was reasonable to expect. 

Ver. 22. And Abner said again to Asahel, Turn thee aside 
from following me : wherefore should I smite thte to th% 
ground? how shall I hold up my face to Joab thy brother?] 
Who was a fierce man, and he knew would study revenge* 

Ver. 23. Howbeit he refused to turn aside: so Abner, with 
the hinder end of his spear, smote him under the fifth rib, that 
the spear came out behind him.] Pierced quite through hi$ 
liver and bowels. (See xx. 10.) So 11. Johannes, in thq 
Gemara Sanhedrin, cap. G. sect. 7. saith the fifth rib is thQ 
place where the liver and the gall are seated. 

And he fell down there, and died in the same place.] He 
died immediately upon the spot (as we speak), not being 
able to go so much as one step further.' So dangerous it 
is to confide in a man's own natural strength, or to refuse 
offers of peace, or despise a flying enemy, as Pellicanua 
here observes. The old saying was, " If an enemy fly, 
make way for him." 

And it came to pass, that as many as came to theplacq 
where Asahel fell down and died stood still.] Ceased the 
pursuit: fearing perhaps the same fate; or that AsaheTs 
body should be exposed to any indignity. 

Ver. 24. Joab also andAbishai pursued after Abner; antf 
the sun went down when they were come to the hill of Am- 
mah, that lieth before Giah, by the way of the wilderness 
of Gibeon.] They were hot so nimble as Asahel, and there-r 
fore could not overtake Abner: yet so furious, that th§ 
death of Asahel could not stop them till they came to this 
place. ; 

Ver. 25. And the children of Benjamin gathered themselves 
together to Abner, and became one troop, and stood on the 
top of a hill.] Some of this tribe, of which Abner was, and 
who were valiant people, as I observed before, rallied, as 
we now speak; and stood in a body, as if they would re- 
new the fight. 

Ver. 2G. And Abner called to Joab.] Who was 4 on the 
top of another hill, (ver. 24.) 

And said, Shall the sivord devour for ever?] There ought 
to be a measure Bet to our anger: which ought to go down 
with the sun, as the apostle speaks. * ' 

Knowest thou not that it must be bitterness in the end?] 
In civil wars, as Cicero speaks (in his fourth book of his 
familiar Epistles), all things are miserable, and nothing 
more miserable than victory itself: >vhich makes the con- 
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queror do many things against his Avill, to satisfy those by 
whom he conquers. Therefore he saith in another place, 
" Extremum omnium malorum est belli civilis victoria ;" 
victory in a civil war is the greatest of all evils. Such was 
this; as he puts him in mind in the next words, that they 
who killed one another were brethren. 

How long shall it be ere thou bid the people return from 
following their brethren ?) They were all descended from one 
common father: and all worshipped one and the same God. 
Ver. 27. And Joab said, As God liveth, unless thou hadst 
spoken, surely then in the morning the people had gone up 
every one from following his brother.] He wishes he had 
been of this mind in the morning; for then there had been 
no fighting at all, if he had not desired.it, (ver. 14.) So Dr. 
Lightfoot paraphrases this verse, If thou hadst not said 
what thou didst in the morning (Let the young men arise, 
and play before us), surely the people had gone every one 
from his brother; and there had been never a blow struck, 
but thattkou didst provoke it. 

Ver. 28. So Joab blew the trumpet.'] Caused a retreat to 
be sounded. ... 

„ And all the people stood still, and followed after Israel 
no more, neither fought they anymore.] Neither at that time, 
nor any other. 

Ver. 29. And Abner and his men walked all that night 
through the plain, and passed over Jordan.] They made all 
the haste they could home: being fearful to trust them- 
selves near to the army that had beaten them. 

And went through all Bithron, and they came to Malta* 
nainc.^ Some think by Bithron is meant the mountain of 
Bethor, mentioned Cantic. it. 15. 

••Ver. 30. And Joab returned from following Abner: and 
when he had gathered all the people together.] Returning 
from the pursuit, every one resorted to the company to 
which he belonged. 

* There lacked of the servants of David nineteen men and 
Asahel.] This is an argument that the twelve men of Ju- 
dah, who began the fight in a combat with as many of Ben- 
jamin, were not killed : for if they were, then there would 
have been no more than seven men killed in the battle : 
which is not probable. 

'Ver. 31. And the servants of David had smitten of Ben- 
jamin, and of Abner s men, so that three hundred and three- 
Score men died.] This loss was not" great in itself: for it is 
likely David had given order his men should be as sparing 
as they could, in killing their brethren; who were, he knew, 
to be his subjects. 

; • Ver. 32. And they took up Asahel, and buried him in the 
sepulchre of his father, which was in Beth-lehem.] I think 
Josephus takes this right: who saith, Joab and his men 
lodged all night in the place of battle, and buried their 
dead; and then next morning carried Asahel to be buried 
among his ancestors. 

- And Joab and his men went all night.] Having buried 
Asahel, they marched all the next night towards Hebron. 
And they came to Hebron at break of day.] Where they 
gave David an account of all this action. 

CHAP. Ilf. 

Ver. Ii f-Ly OW there was-long war between the house of 
Saul and the house of , David.] Their enmity continuing 



throughout the whole reign of Ish-hosheth, it is likely there 
were many bickerings and skirmishes between Israel and 
Judah; but no pitched battle that we read of. . The con- 
trary rather seems to be affirmed in the foregoing chapter; 
ver. 28. 

But David waxed stronger and stronger, and the house of 
Saul weaker and weaker.] In all their rencounters (as we 
now speak) David had the better: and it is likely many of 
the Israelites fell off to him : which very much added to his 
strength, and weakened the house of Saul. 

Ver. 2. And unto David were sons bom in Hebron.] He 
had no children it seems during his exile: or, if he had, 
they were daughters. 

His first-born was Amnon,ofAhinoam tkeJezreelitess.]She 
was his wife before Abigail, and brought forth his first-born 
son : who proved a great affliction to him. 

Ver. 3. And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite.] Of whom we have no further account 
any where : only he is called Daniel in 1 Chron.' iii. 1. And 
the Hebrew doctors give this reason of both names: He 
called him, say they, when he ,was born, Daniel (which was 
his fundamental, that is, his primary name), because, said 
he, God hath judged or vindicated me from Nabal. And 
afterward he called him Chileab, as much as to say, like 
to his father! because in his countenance he resembled 
David. And this he did, for this reason, to silence the 
mockers of that age : who said Abigail had conceived by 
Nabal, whose son this was. For the confuting of which 
calumny, God was pleased to order that the fashion of his 
face should be perfectly like to David's. 

And the third, Absalom, the son of Maacah, the daughter 
ofTalmai king of Geshur.] We read of the Geshurites in 
the foregoing book, (xxvii. 8.) upon whom, it is there said, 
David made an inroad; and brought away this fair cap- 
tive, a little before Saul's death. And when he came to 
Hebron, and she was sufficiently instructed and prepared 
to be a proselyte, he made her his wife. Thus the Jews 
tell the story: which doth not seem to be true, because it 
is said in that invasion he slew all the women. We must 
look therefore for other Geshurites, whom we find in the 
north, as the forenamed were in the south. (See Deut. iii. 
14. Josh. xii. 5.) How David came by the daughter of 
the king of these people, it is not easy to tell. Perhaps he 
thought it policy to make a friend of the king of Geshur, 
who lay near to Ish-bosheth, and might be a curb to him, 
and give him a diversion, if he attempted anything against 
Judah: and therefore married his daughter. 

Ver. 4. The fourth, Adonijah, the son ofHaggith: the 
fifth, Shephatiah, the son ofAbital.] Of the former of these, 
we read in the beginning of the next book, how his ambi- 
tion led him to destruction (as Absalom's did), but nothing 
of the other. 

Ver. 5. The sixth, Ithream, by Eglah, ^David's wife.] This 
only being called his wife (though the rest were so likewise) 
hath led the Jews into an opinion, that Michal, who w T as 
his first wife, is here called Eglah: because she was a 
lovely woman, in whom he much delighted, when he first 
married her. It is said, indeed, in vi. 23. she had no child 
until the day of her death: but the meaning of that is, she 
was barren after she had taunted David for dancing before 
the ark ; not that she never' had a child before that time. 
These were born to David in Hebron.] During the six 
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years and a half that he reigned there. I do not know 
what weight there is in the observation of Conradus Pelli- 
canus on this place, but leave it to the judgment of the 
reader: God so dispensed things, that men in those days, 
"of many wives, seldom produced* many children, ".quasi 
natura reclamante rei indignitatem," as if nature abhorred 
the indignity of the thing, and approved the conjunction of 
one man with one woman. He did well to say seldom; for 
we read of one who had threescore and ten sons by many 
wives (viz. Gideon), though they came to nothing. 

Ver. 6. And it came to pass, while there was ivar between 
the house of Saul and the house of David, that Abner made 
himself strong for the house of Saul.] Went up and down 
through all the tribes of Israel, to strengthen his interest, 
and confirm them in their allegiance to Ish-bosheth: as the 
same Pellicanus expounds it. 

Ver. 7. And Saul had a concubine, whose name was Riz- 
pah, the daughter of Ajali.] By whom he had two sons, 
(xxi. 8.) 

And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, Why hast thou gone in to 
my father's concubine?] The Jews look upon it as a very 
great crime for any man, though never so great, to marry 
the widow of the king: for it was esteemed an affectation 
of the kingdom; as appears in the case of Adonijah. There- 
fore Ish-bosheth had reason to be angry with Abner, though 
he was so unseasonably. 

Ver. 8. Then was Abner very wroth for the words of 
Ish-bosheth.'] He was grown so haughty, and thought his 
merit so great, that he thought he might do any thing with- 
out reprehension. 

And said, Am I a dog's head.] He thought Ish-bosheth 
used him not as a captain of the host of Israel, but as if 
he had been a keeper of dogs. So the word head signifies, 
as the Jews generally explain it Iiasi for instance; Jam 
treated as if I was a commander that hath only the custody 
of dogs. To the same purpose Kimchi : and R. Esaias 
more largely (as Bochart observes), When I am leader of 
all Israel, thou hast cast contempt upon me, as if I was only 
set over a company of dogs. So the Syriac here translates 
dog in the plural: captain of a pack of dogs. Which was 
a vile employment, because a dog is generally accounted 
the vilest animal, (Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 56.) 

Which against Judah do shetv kindness this day to the 
house of Saul thy father, to his brethren, and to his friends, 
and have not delivered thee into the hand of David.] He in- 
solently reckons up his great services to him and to his 
family, when he could have ruined him, if he had pleased, 
by making David king, as easily as he had done him. 

That thou chargest me with a fault concerning this wo- 
man?] He upbraids him with ingratitude, in taking notice 
of such a small fault (as he accounted it) of lying with 
Itizpah. For, as Peter Martyr thinks, he did not intend to* 
have her for his wife; but used her as his harlot. 

Ver. 9. So do God to Abner, and more also, except, as 
the Lord hath sworn to David, even so I do to him.] These 
words shew he knew very well God had unalterably re- 
solved to bestow the kingdom of Israel upon David; and 
yet his ambition led hiin hither to oppose not only David, 
but the Lord himself. . 

Ver. 10. To translate the kingdom from the house of 
'Saul, and to set up the throne of David over Israel, and 
over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-sheba.'] A wonderful 



change! which the study of- revenge wrought in him: that 
he who lately went about the country, confirming the 
Israelites in their opposition to David, now resolved to 
bring them all over to him.* " Such is the genius of many 
great courtiers, who are irritated upon slight occasions: 
and rather rule over kings, than are ruled by them/' They 
are the words of Conradus Pellicanus. 
• Ver.-ll. And he coxdd not answer Abner, again; because 
he feared him.] He was afraid to. provoke him to a higher 
degree, by answering him again: and therefore now wa? 
silent when it was too late. 

Ver. 12. And Abner sent messengers to David on his be- 
half] Having thus incensed his master, he thought it not 
safe to delay the execution of what he had threatened. 
Yet thought it neither safe nor prudent to go himself to 
David, until he tried his inclinations by messengers, whom: 
he privately sent to treat with him. 

Saying, Mliose is the land?] This was as much as to say, 
that he owned him to be lord of all the country, by God's 
special gift. 

Saying also, Make thy league with me, and, behold, my 
hand shall be with thee, to bHng about all Israel to thee.] He* 
desires all enmities might be forgotten, and that David 
would make a league of friendship with him: and then he 
undertook, having a great power over Israel, to make : them.. 
all his subjects. 

Ver. 13. And he said, Well, I will make' a league with 
thee.] He soon agreed to the motion ) with which he could 
not but be well pleased.. But some think he did ill, to 
make a league with such a wicked man ;« especially since 
he did not inquire of God, whether' he should do it or not* 
But this is more than any body can tell ;- for many things 
were done that ate not recorded; 

But one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou shall itot se& 
my face except thou first bring Michal, SauVs daughter ', 
when thou comest to see my face.] This was a very reason- 
able condition, if Abner was able to effect it; both upon 
David's own account and hers: for she was his first and 
beloved wife ; and she was by force given to> another man: 
who could not lawfully enjoy her;>David having given 
her no bill of divorce. And therefore Phalti, the Jews 
think, being a good man, never knew her : (as I observed on 
the foregoing book, xxv. 44.) so that she lived unhappy, 
in a double state of separation, from'David and from her ^ 
present husband.- There was something of policy also in 
this demand ; that he might ingratiate himself with the Is- 
raelites, by shewing great love to the house of Saul. 

Ver; 14. And David sent messengers to Ish-boshetlV, SanVs 
son, saying.] We do not read what answer Abner gave to 
David, when he required the forenamed condition of him. 
But it is probable he let David know, as the truth was, 
thatit was not in his power to bring Michal without Ish- 
bosheth's consent, whose sister "as 'well as-subject she was: 
at least, it was not safe to attempt it; and therefore he ad- 
vised him to send to her brother, who could not easily deny 
.what he desired: which Abner also, it is likely, undertook 
to represent as a most just demand. 

This counsel of Abner David followed, and it had the 
success he>wished. 

Deliver me my wife Michal, which I espoused to me for a 
hundred foreskins of the Philistines.] Whom he purchased 
of Saul with the hazard of his life*. » * 
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Ver. 15. And Ish-bosheth sent, and took her from her hus- 
band.] He is called her husband, says the Gemara Sanhe- 
drin, (cap. 7. sect. 2.) because he loved her with a con- 
jugal affection: though he did not enjoy her. This was an 
honourable action of Ish-boshcth, to restore David his law- 
ful wife:- like to which Strigelius here notes in several great 
men. Particularly in the famous Scipio, who restored Al- 
Iucius's wife to him, who had been taken by his soldiers: 
and Pausanius, general of tho Lacedemonians; who, after 
the fight at Platca, sent Coa, who was a captive, unto her 
relations. 

Even from Phaltiel the son of Laish.] Called Phalti in 
1 Sam. xxv. 44. The word el is here added, say the Jews, 
because God interposed all the time he had her to 'keep 
them from sin. For he put a sword between Michal and 
him when he went to bed to her, signifying he should be cut 
off if he lay with her. Kimchi and Ralbag follow this fancy 
of the Talmudists: but others dislike it, and think that 
David had, given her a bill of divorce. Unto which he be- 
ing compelled by Saul's violence, and not doing it willingly, 
they think it was null ; and that David might lawfully take 
her again, though Phalti had enjoyed her. But Abarbinel 
confutes both these opinions, and thinks that Saul was not 
so impious as to take a wife from her husband, aud give her 
to another: nor David in such need of a wife as to send for 
Michal, if she had lived in wedlock with another man. And 
therefore he observes, that Saul is not said (in 1 Sam. xxv* 
44.) to give her to wife unto Phalti, but only to give her: 
that is, to commit her to his care and custody in the ab- 
sence of her husband, that she might live virtuously, and 
not follow after David. For he supposes Phalti to have 
been an. old, grave, and pious man, who might be trusted 
with her, as he was with tho children of Merab, the other 
daughter of Saul, who sent them to Phalti to be educated, 
and to bear Michal company. As for his being called her 
husband (in this verso and the next), he observes tho word 
is not baalaJi, but only ishah, which is used, ho saitlvfor 
one that is the keeper and overseer of another person. 

Ver. 1G. And her husband went with her along weeping 
behind her to Bahurim.] Being very loath to part with her 
company, which was delightful to him. 

•Then said Abner unto him, Return. And lie returned.] 
Abner intended to havo the honour of presenting her unto 
the king: and would not have the old man appear to dis- 
turb their meeting with his tears. 

-Ver. 17. And Abner.] Having seen David, and given 
him assurance of his fidelity, as David him of his friendship. 

Had communication with the elders of Israel, saying."] 
Went back to persuade all to do as he had done: and by 
bringing over the great men to David, he doubted not the 
multitude would follow. 

Ye sought for David in times past to be king over you.] 
For after the slaughter of Goliath he was very gracious in 
the eyes of all the people, and was much beloved by them, 
(1 Sam. xviii. 5. 16.) And when he was forced to fly, a 
great many pf Israel came over to him while he dwelt at 
Ziklag: of the Benjamites, 1 Chron. xii. 2, &c. and the 
Gaditcs, veV. 8, 0, &c. and the Manassitcs, ver. 19, &c. and 
after he came to Hebron more went over to him out of all 
the tribes of Israel, ver. 23. and the following part of that 
chapter. m A»d it is highly probable, that as soon as Saul 
and Jonathan were dead, thoy all generally inclined -to 



make David their king: if Abner, by his great authority, 
had not set up one of tho family of Saul. 

Ver. 18. Now then do it."] Fulfil your own desires and 
intentions. 

For the Lord hath spoken of David, saying, By the hand 
of my servant David I will save my people Israel out of thz 
hand of the Philistines, and out of the hand of all their ene- 
mies.] We no where read these words recorded; but, it is 
likely,. Samuel had often spoken them: if not at length, 
yet they are included in the words of God to Samuel, when 
he commanded him to anoint David king over Israel; 
(1 Sam. x. 1. 12.) for this was tho intention of giving them a 
king, that he might fight their battles, (1 Sam. viii. 29.) 

Ver. 19. And Abner also spake in the ears of Benjamin.] 
Where he had more interest than among the rest, being of 
that tribe: whom it was necessary to take somo pains 
withal to gain their affection to David. Thereforehc seems 
to have spoken, not only with their elders, but to have gone 
through the^ several families in the tribe: who were much 
devoted to the house of Saul, and had stuck close to it; 
and were the first that attempted any thing against David, 
(ii. 15.) 

And Abner went also to speak in the ears of David in He* 
bron all that seemed good to Israel.] He went and reported 
to David privately the sense of all the people. 

And that seemed good to the whole house of Benjamin.] 
Particularly he related how all Benjamin stood affected to 
him : whom he brought over so effectually, that they never 
forsook the house of David when all the rest of the tribes did. 

Ver. 20. And Abner came to David in Hebrcm, and twenty 
men with him.] Now he appeared publicly, and declared 
himself for David. 

And David made Abner, and the men that were with him, 
a feast.] Not merely as a token of kindness, but to make a 
league with him, (as he had desired, and David promised, 
ver. 12, 13.) Into which it had been an ancient custom to 
enter by eating and drinking together, Gen. xxvi. 30. xxxi. 
44. and other places. 

Ver. 21. And Abner said, I will arise and go, and will 
gather all Israel together unto my lord the king, tltat they 
may make a league with thee.] Ho intended to bring all the 
chief men of Israel to own him for their king, as he had 
done; and promise to be his faithful subjects: which he 
knew he could effect, because they had already declared 
their mind in the private conferences he had had with thcm> 
(ver. 17, &c.) 

That thou mayest reign over all that thy heart desireth.] 
That is, over all the tribes of Israel. 

And David sent Abner away; and he went in peace.] 
They parted as good friends do, with wishes of all happi- 
ness on both sides. 

Ver. 22. And, behold, the servants of David and Joab 
came from pursuing a troop, and brought a great spoil vritk 
them.] In those times of distraction between Judah and 
Israel, we may well think their neighbours, who were ene- 
mies to both, the Philistines, Edomites, Moabites, and 
others, made many inroads upon the country to get spoil. 
When Joab and the great men about David watched, and 
at this time had overtaken them, in their return home, and 
recovered a great booty from them 

But Abner was not with David in Hebron'; for he had 
sent him away, and he was gone in peace.] Though Abner 
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was not there when Joab returned victorious, yet he seems 
to be but justgone a little way out of the city, (ver. 26.) 

Ver. 23. And when Joab and all the host that were with 
kirn were come.] That is, the captains of the host, or 
principal officers, were come to give an account of their 
success. - 

Tliey told Joab, saying, Abner came to the king, and he 
tutth sent him away, and he is gone in peace.] Some officious 
courtiers inf rmed hira of what had passed in his absence: 
as it is likely they were wont to do of all that the king did. 
For he that commanded all the forces, had in effect every 
body else at his command. 

Ver. 24. Tfien Joab came to the king, and said, What 
hast thou done ? behold, Abner came unto thee; why is it that 
thou hast sentjiim away, and he is quite gone?] He chides 
the king, as if he did not understand his own interest; but 
was to be taught by him. Which high presumption he was 
constrained to endure, because of his great power with the 
military men. 

Ver. 25. Tlion knowest Abner the son of Ner, that he 
came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out, and thy 
Coining in, and to know all that thou doest.] It is likely 
that Joab himself did not believe, that Abner came with a 
design only to learn how David's affairs stood, and to 
make his advantage of it: but he would have David be- 
lieve so, that he might have the better colour for his wicked 
design of dispatching Abner. 

Ver. 2G. And when Joab was gone out from David.'] Ho 
seems to have gone out in a huff; not staying for an 
answer. 

He sent messengers after Abner.] In the king's name, I 
suppose, as if he had something further to communicate to 
him: for otherwise it is not credible that Abner would 
have returned. 

And brought him back from the well of Sir ah .] It is not 
certain where this well w r as: but it is probable not far 
from Hebron. Josephus saith, twenty furlongs distant 
from thence. 

But David knew it not.] Gave him no such order, as he 
pretended. 

Ver. 27. And when Abner was returned to Hebron, 
Joab.] Who waited for him at the entrance of the city. 

Took him aside in the gate.] Which being a public rjlace, 
where men met to do business, and where the courts of 
judgment sat, it made Abner suspect no danger. 

To speak with him quietly.] Especially since he took 
him by the hand in a friendly manner, to have some dis- 
course with him. 

And smote him tinder the fifth rib, that he died.] Imme- 
diately, without speaking a word. (See the foregoing 
chapter, ver. 23.) 

For the blood of Asahel his brother.] This was one rea- 
son; but the chief was, his fear that Abner would overtop 
him, if he brought all Israel to submit to David; being a 
man longer versed in military affairs than himself; and 
who had governed Israel in the time of Saul's distraction, 
and since Ish-bosheth was made king by him. So Josephus: 
He was afraid lest Abner should receive from David, 7rpw- 
rrjv to^iv, the highest place above himself. Upon which he 
makes this reflection, badta TrrikiKa, &c. What will not men 
dare to do, who are covetous, ambitious, and will be inferior 
to none, for to obtain what they desire ? They tvill commit 
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a thousand crimes ; andrather than lose what they have got, 
they will not fear still to commit greater wickednesses. 

Ver. 28. And afterward, when David heard it, he said, 1 
and my kingdom are guiltless before the Lord for ever from 
the blood of Abner the son of Ner.'] He lifted up his hands to 
God (as Josephus explains it), and with aloud voice cried 
out publicly, that God knew he was innocent in this mat- 
ter : and therefore trusted he would not let him and his 
kingdom suffer for it. 

. Ver. 29.- Jjet it rest on the head of Joab.] The guilt an<I 
punishment lie upon him ; who was the sole committer of 
this murder. 

And on all his father's house.] His indignation at the 
fact seems to have transported him too far; making him 
wish all Joab's family might suffer for it: which was 
against the law of God, (Deut. xxiv. 16.) that children 
should not suffer for their father's sin. It may be looked 
upon, therefore, as a prophetical prediction, rather than as 
a private imprecation : or as words spoken in a great pas- 
sion ; which made him think the punishment could not be 
too sore, or too lasting, for so horrid a crime. In the guilt 
of which Joab endeavoured to involve the king, by sending 
for Abner back in the king's name (as Josephus takes 
it), and so might be thought to have killed him by his 
order. 

And let there not fail from the house of Joab one that hath 
an issue.] Which was such a very noisome disease, that, 
by the law of the Jews, it made the very bed on which a 
man, that had it, lay, or the seat on which he sat, unclean. 
In short, he was no less abominable among them than a 
menstruous woman. (See Lev. xV.) 

Or that is a leper.] How filthy he was accounted, see Lev. 
xiii. where by the law ho was secluded from all society. 

Or that tyaneth on a staff.] By reason of some great 
weakness, or lameness: having the gout, as Pellicanus 
takes it. * ' 

Or thatfalleth on the sword.] This, in our language, sig- 
nifies that maketh away himself. 

Or that lacketh bread.] Is a beggar, and ready to starve. 

Ver. 30.. So Joab and Abishai his' brother slew Abner, 
because he had slain their brother Asahel at Gibeon in tlie 
battle.] It seems Abishai was near at hand, ready to assist 
in the murder ; if there had been any need of his help*. 

Ver. 31. And David said to Joab, and to all the people 
that were with him.] To the whole court. 

Rend your clothes, and gird you with sackcloth, and mourn 
before Abner.] These were all outward expressions of very 
great sorrow: which Joab himself was forced to make a 
show of. . 

And David himself followed the bier.] Was the chief 
mourner. In which the Jews think David's passion made 
him again exceed his bounds : for Maimonides saith, it 
was not lawful, by their constitutions, for a king to accom- 
pany a dead corpse to the grave;. but he ought to mourn 
at home. This is their doctrine in Sanhedrin, cap. 2. sect. 
]3. and the Gemara there, cap. 2. n. 5. (See Cocceius's 
Annotations.) But a famous writer among them (Mikotzi) 
saith it was indifferent: the king might xlo as David did, 
if he pleased: for which he quotes R. Jehuda.- Therefore; 
though perhaps it was not" commonly done, yet David, to * 
purge himself from all suspicion of this crime, and to £he^ 
his extreme great grief for it, thought fit to do Abner this 
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public honour, (Sec Guil. Schickardus, in his Jus Itcgium, 
cap. 4. Theor. 13.) 

The word we here translate the bier, is, in the original, 
the bed: on which persons of quality were wont to be car- 
ried forth to their graves, as ordinary people were upon 
that which we call a bier. And kings were sometimes car- 
ried out upon beds very richly adorned ; as Joscphus tells 
us Herod was, in the latter cad of his first book* of the 
Jewish Wars, K\lv*i t*iv b\6xpv<roc, &c. The bed was all 
gilded, set with precious stones, and a purple cover curiously 
wrought, &c. 

It is but a fancy that they were wont to follow the bier, 
and not to go before it: to signify that they looked upon 
their dead friends not as lost, but only gone before them, 
ec Prasmissi, non araissi/' as Seneca speaks. 
. Ver. 32. And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the king 
lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of Abner ; and all 
the people wept.] By this it appears be was buried in pomp, 
and with a long train of people attending his corpse, as 
there did the widow's son in Luke vii. 14. When they 
came to the grave, and laid the corpse there, it was the 
custom to make great and loud lamentations; which are 
sometimes called bowlings in the prophetical language. 
And commonly before the word weeping, there is mention 
in Scripture of lifting up the voice in doleful cries. This is 
as ancient as Abraham's time; (Gen. xxi. 16.) and we find 
Joseph weeping so loud, upon a different occasion, that all 
the house of Pharaoh heard him, (Gen. xlv. 2. 14, 15.) 
The forms of lamentation are noted by the prophets, (Jcr. 
xxii. 18. Micah v. 16.) 

Vcr. 33. And the king lamented over Abner, saying.] 
Joscphus looks upon what follows as a kind of epitaph 
upon Abner, whom David buried magnificently, as he 
speaks, Qcnpag 8' airov /ifcyaAo7rp£7rwc *at £7rira0ioi/c avyypa- 
^a/ievoc &pf}vov$, &C. 

Died Abner as a fool dieth?] By a fool in Scripture is 
often meant a wicked man, a malefactor ; and so the sense, 
according to this translation, is, Did he die by the hand of 
justice, for some notorious crime committed by him? Or, 
Did he die by his own folly? No such matter. But the 
words may be translated out of the Hebrew, How like a 
fool died Abner? Or, Should Abner have died like a fool? 
That is, what pity is it, that such a valiant man should die 
on this fashion ! By treachery, without any power to defend 
himself. 

' . Vcr. 34. Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into 
fetters.] He was not a prisoner, but had both hands and 
feet at liberty, and yet could make no use of them for his 
own preservation. Victorinus Strigelius thinks that David, 
in these words, distinguishes him from those criminals, 
whose hands being tied behind them, arc carried to execu- 
tion; and from those idle soldiers, who, being taken cap- 
tive in war, have fetters clapped upon their legs, to keep 
them from running away. He was none of these; neither 
a notorious offender, nor a coward : but perfidiously mur- 
dered by one in seeming friendship with him. But the 
plain meaning seems to be, that if his enemy had set upon 
him openly, he had been able to make his part good 
with him. . 

But as a man falleth before wicked men, sofellest thou.] 
That is, before a secret murderer. 

And all the people wept again over him.] Upon this speech 



of the king, which was mournfully spoken, they were so 
affected, that it drew tears more plentifully from them. 

Vcr. 35. And when all the people came to cause David to 
eat meat while it was yet day.] This was a custom among 
the Hebrews, whose friends were wont to come, after the 
funeral was over, to comfort those who had buried their 
dead, and send in provisions to make a feast. It being 
supposed, that they themselves were so sorrowful, as not 
to be able to think of their necessary food. (See Jcr. xvi. 
5. 7, 8. Ezek. xxiv. 17. and Grotius upon that place.) 

David sware, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if 
I taste bread, or aught else, till the sun be down.] He re- 
solved to keep a strict and rigid fast, which did not end till 
the sun was set. Hence it appears that they buried their 
dead in the day-time. 

Ver. 36. And all the people took notice of it.] Of his 
great grief. 

And it pleased them ; for whatsoever the king did, pleased 
all the people.] They were pleased with the honour he had 
done this great man : whereby he so ingratiated himself 
with the people, that they were disposed to put a kind 
construction upon all his actions, as wise and well becom- 
ing him. 

Ver. 37. Far all the people.] Of Judah, or all those that 
were about the king. 

And all Israel, understood that day, that it was not of the 
king to slay Abner the son ofNer.] That he neither ordered 
it, nor consented to it, nor any way approved it, but was 
heartily grieved for his death. 

Ver. 38. And the king said unto his servants.] Who, per- 
haps, were not sensible enough of this loss; or thought he 
bewailed it too much. 

Know ye not that there is a prince and a great man 
fallen this day in Israel?] He bids them consider his birth, 
and his power, authority, and valour, with all his other ex- 
cellent qualities : and they would not think it strange that 
he buried him with so much pomp, and mourned so heavily 
for him. 

Ver. 39. And I am this day weak.] In the Hebrew it is 
tender; that is, his kingdom was young (as we speak), and 
not settled and confirmed. 

Though anointed king.] Or, as the words may be trans- 
lated, and anointed king. That is, not born to a kingdom, 
but newly called to it, without any hereditary right to the 
authority; which made it more slender, than if it had been 
oflong standing. This seems to have been the reason why 
he did not punish Joab for this murder, because he himself 
was not well established. lie had also been very faithful, 
and stuck close to him in his adversity; and had a mighty 
power among the military men (as I said before), and was 
also an excellent soldier himself; which made him very 
necessary to David in a time of civil war and discord be- 
tween Judah and Israel. Therefore prudence made him 
defer his punishment till a better opportunity. As God 
himself ordinarily doth not call men to an account imme- 
diately for their sins, but takes a time to doit more severely, 
than if it were done presently. 

And these men the sons ofZeruiah are too hard for me.] 
He and his brother had got such an interest in the soldiery, 
and among the people both in the court and country, that 
he knew not how to deal with them. Yet he not only suf- 
ficiently shewed that he detested their actions, but that he 
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did not stand in awe of them. For he commanded Joab to 
attend Abner's funeral, with his clothes rent, and in sack- 
cloth: and to his face commended Abncr highly, and con- 
demned his murder of him, (ver. 31. 33, 34.) which was a 
great mortification to him ; and a kind of penance which 
he made him do for his crime. 

The Lord shall reward the doer of evil according to his 
ivickedness.] He was confident God would punish him" as 
he deserved, if he could not do it himself. And this may 
be looked upon as a prayer, that God would not suffer him* 
to escape his vengeance. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND when Saul's son heard thatAbner was dead 
in Hebron, his hands were feeble.'] Having lost his sup- 
porter and defender; and hearing he was gone over to Da- 
vid, as appeared by his dying in Hebron. 

And all the Israelites were troubled.] Because by his 
death the treaty with David was broke off; or there was 
none to manage it with such authority and prudence as 
Abner had : and they foresaw some great change, (which 
they knew not how it would end) by the loss of this great 
man. For so Plato observes, from long experience,* "Orav 
filXXtt fcrifcwc Trparretv iroXtv, t^uXk tovq a7a£oi'c avS^ac fK raw 
ttjc rijc 7roXfwc 6 0coe : Whenany calamity is to befala city, 
God is wont to take away excellent men out of that city. 

Ver. 2. AndSauVs son had two men that ivere captains of 
bands.] Captains, perhaps, of two companies of guards 
about the king. ^ - 

TJie name of the one teas Baanah, and the name of the other 
Rechab, the sons of Rimmon a Beerothite, of the tribe of 
Benjamin.'] The king's own tribe, which made him repose 
the greatest trust and confidence in them. 

For Beeroth also was reckoned to Benjamin.] Though it 
was now in the hand of the Philistines, yet it belonged to" 
the tribe of Benjamin, (Josh, xviii. 25.) 

Ver. 3. And the Beerothites jled to Gittaim.] When Saul 
was slain, several Israelites left their cities and fled, and 
the Philistines took possession of them: among which, 
this city, it seems, was one forsaken by its inhabitants, 
(1 Sam. xxxi. 7.) There was a place called Gittaim, in' 
the same tribe of Benjamin, (Nahumxi.53.) But it is not' 
likely that was the place here mentioned: for the Bee- 
rothites would, in all probability, fly further off from the- 
Philistines. 

And were sojourners there to this very day.] When this 
book was written, they were not returned to their own 
country: being commodiously settled, I suppose, in the 
other place. Why this is here related, it is hard to say: 
perhaps it was to shew that these were two soldiers of 
fortune (as we now speak), whose necessity forced them to 
seek for a support; which they met withal at the .court of 
Ish-boshcth, where they came to preferment. 

Ver. 4. And Jonathan, SauVs son, had, a son that was 
lame of his feet. He was five years old when the tidings 
came of Saul and Jonathan.] That is, the tidings of their 
death, mentioned 1 Sain, xxxi. 

And his nurse took him up, and fled : and it came to pass, 
as shejuade haste to flee.] Being in a very great fright. . , 

He fell, and became lame; and his name was Mephibo- 
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sheth.] This- seems to be related, to' shew* what it was that : 
emboldened these captains to do what follows: because- 
he who was the next avenger of blood was very young ; and 
besides was lame and unable to pursue them. 

Ver.. 5. And the sons of Rimmon the Beer othite, Rechab 
and Baanah, went, and came about the heat of the day to 
the house of Ish-bosheth, who lay on a bed atnoon.] As the r 
manner was, and still continues, in hot countries. • 

Ver. 6. And they came thither into the midst of the house, 
as though they xvould have fetched, wheat.] In the Hebrew/ 
carrying wheat.' Which they either brought into the king's 
granaries, for the use of his household, or carried forth for- 
the supply of their soldiers, who were maintained at the 
king's charge. 

And they smote him tinder the fifth rib: and Rechab 
and Baanah his brother escaped.] They gave him a mortal 
wound, and nobody suspecting them, they easily made 
their escape. 

Ver. 7.] For when they came into the house, he lay on his 
bed in his bedchamber.] In a private room ; into AVhich he 
was wont to retire from company, when he had a mind to 
repose himself. '* 

And they smote him, and slew him, and beheaded him, 
and took his head.] The privacy of- the place gave them 
the opportunity to do all this without discovery. 

And gat them' away through the plain all night.] From 
Mahanaim to Hebron it was, for the most part, a flat coun- 
try, till they came to ascend the mountain, on whose side* 
Hebron stood. 

• Ver. 8, And they brought the head of Ish-bosheth unto 
David to Hebron, and said to the king, Behold the head of 
Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, thine enemy, which sought thy 
life ; and the Lord hath 'avenged my lord the king this day 
of Saul, and of his seed.] For they were all now extin- 
guished, except his grandson Mephibosheth, who was of 
no account because of his lameness. 

Ver. 9. And David answered Rechab and Baanah his* 
brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite.] One of them 
only spake to the king, but related what they both had done," 
and therefore he directed his speech to them both. 

And said unto them, As the Lord liveth, who hath deli- 
vered my soul out of all adversity.] Together with his thank- 
ful acknowledgment of God's care of him hitherto, in all his 1 
straits/hc suggests to them that he needed not the help of 
such men as they, for his future preservation and prefer- 
ment by wicked acts. 

Ver. 10. When one told me, saying, Behold, Saul is dead 
(thinking to have brought good tidings), I took hold of him, 
and slew him in Ziklag, who thought I would have given 
him a reward for his tidings.] He put them in mind of the 
story of the Arhalckite (chap. i. of this book), which they 
could not but have heard, and thereby might have lfcarht 
what reception they were likely to find with David. 

Ver. 11. How much more, when wicked men have slain 
a righteous person.] For so Ish-bosheth was, in respect of 
them : to whom he had done no wrong ; but preferred them 
to a place of trust and honour. 

In his own house iipon his bed?] This aggravated their* 
crime; and made it vastly different from that of the Ama- 
lckite. 

Shall I not therefore require his blood at your hand, and 
take you away from the earth?] As persons unworthy to* 
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live; who had slain their master, and he a king, in his own 
houso, when he was taking hisrepose undertheir safeguatd. 

Ver. 12. And David commanded his young 7/?en.] Who 
were of his guard ; ready at hand to execute his commands. 

And theif slew them, and cut off their hands and their feet.'] 
By David's order, no doubt; they having slain their master 
with their hands, and made their escape from justice with 
their feet. 

And hanged them np over the pool of Hebron.] Exposed 
them in an open, public place. 

But he took the head of Ish-bosheth, and buried it in the 
sepulchre ofAbnerin Hebron.] It seems David had dono 
Ahner the honour to make him a particular sepulchre': 
where he privately interred the head of Ish-bosheth. Whose, 
body, no question, was buried by the Israelites, with such 
honours as were suitable to his dignity. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. J. HEN came all the tribes of Israel to David unto 
Hebron.] That is, ambassadors were sent from every tribe, 
by a common agreement among them. 

And spake, saying, We are thy bone and thy flesh.] They 
were not overcome by the arms, but by the piety and justice 
of David, to acknowledge him their king: for which they 
gave several reasons. The first is general ; that he was 
qualified by the law of God, (Deut.xvii. 15.) which required 
they should choose one of their brethren, and not a stranger. 
Now he was of the same blood with them, being descended 
from the same common father, Israel.- 

Ver. 2. Also in time past, when Saul was king, thou least 
he that led out and brought in Israel.] They were induced, 
also by his valour and conduct, which he had shewn, they 
well remembered, in the reign of Saul : when he was so suc- 
cessfulin many expeditions, that he became the darling of 
all the people, (1 Sam. xviii. 5. 15, 16. 30.) 
. And the Lord said to thee, Tliou shaltfeed my people Is- 
rael, and thou shalt be captain over Israel.] This was the 
chiefest argument of all ; that God they knew had designed 
himlong ago to be their king : having said by the prophet 
Samuel, that he should/eecZ, that is, rule and govern them,- 
and fight- their battles. We do not read these words any 
where recorded before now: but Samuel having anointed 
him, no doubt frequently spake of his office, under the 
name of the pastor of the people. 

And it is the first time we find a governor described by 
this name in Scripture : though much used afterward by 
the prophets, who speak in this language; particularly 
Ezek. xxxiv. 23. and many other places. Whence our 
Lord Christ is called the good Shepherd, and the great Shep- 
herd; that is, ruler of his people: and both the Greeks 
and the Romans have borrowed this word, to express a su- 
preme governor. And truly such rulers as take care of 
their people, as a shepherd doth of his flock, are Divine 
blessings : whom Isaiah calls nursing fathers, xlix. 23. 
On the contrary, they who lay heavy burdens on* their 
people, fleecing, or rather flaying, them by cruel oppres- 
sions, are called by the prophets roaring lions, hungry 
bears, and devouring wolves, Ezek. xix. 2. xxii. 27. Nahum 
ii. 11, 12. Habak. i. 8. Zdphan. iii. 3. Prov. xxvii. 15.; 
companions of thieves, Isa. i. 23. ; whales, dragons, or rather 



crocodiles, Ezek. xxix. 3. Psal. Ixxiv. 13, 14.; leopards, 
Jer.'V. G. and such-like odious names. 

Ver. 3: So all the elders of Israel came to the king in 
Hebron.] He gave the messengers such a kind reception, 
and so thankfully declared liis acceptance of the offer they 
made him, that, upon their return with his answer, the 
elders of Israel came to wait upon him' By- wham some 
understand the senators of the great Sanhedrin: but that is 
a fancy which I have often confuted. The plain meaning 
is, that the chief persons of authority, in every tribe, came 
in the name of the rest of that tribe, whom they represented. 

And king David made a league with them in Hebron.] It 
is not said what the contents of this league or contract was. 
The Jews think it was principally, that there should bo an 
act of oblivion of all the injuries which the people of Is- 
rael had done* to Judah, or they to them, in the reign of 
Ish-bosheth. But this is too narrow a sense : it is more* pro- 
bable, that he assured them he would govern them justly 
and kindly, according to the law of God; and they pro- 
mised to obey him sincerely and faithfully, according to 
the same law. 

Before the Lord.] The ark of God's presence was not in 
Hebron ; and therefore it is a question how it could be said,, 
that he made a leagnfc before the Lord. But see what I have 
said of this, Judg. xx. 1. 

•And they anointed David king over Israel.] They de- 
sired the high-priest to anoint him, whose office it was: 
and thereby expressed their consent he should reign over 
them. So Procopius GazDeus interprets these words, (as 
he doth ii.<4.) Iterum suffragiis, &c. All the tribes again 
chose him, by their votes, to be their king. He was anointed 
three times; first by Samuel, in his father's house ; (ISam. 
xvi. 13.) then when the tribe of Judah owned him for 
their king ; (chap. ii. of this book, ver. 4.) and now when 
all Israel did the same. For which Abarbinel gives* 
this reason : " David's unction was repeated so often, that 
it might be the foundation, and root/ and principle, of all' 
his posterity;" who needed no unction, being anointed in 
him: unless there was any controversy abtfut the sue 
cession. 

Ver. 4.- David teas thirty years old when he began to 
reign; and he reigned forty years.] It is uncertain how old 
he was when he was first anointed by Samuel; and how 
long after he came to the court of Saul ; and how long he* 
was in exilo from" it.' About which men's opinions are 
very different: for some think, as the Jews do in Seder' 
Olam Rabba, that he was near nine-and-twenty years old 
when Sdmuel first anointed him : and consequently but 
one year in exile. Others (which is the truer opinion) that 
he w r as twenty years old' at his first unction, and so almost 
ten 1 years in exile. But it is sufficient for us to know, 
what .we are here told; that he was thirty years old at his 
second unction in Hebron, immediately after Saul's death. 

Ver. 5, In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and 
six months; and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three 
years over all Isfael and Judah.] By this it appears, that 
immediately after his third unction, he made his attempt 
upon Jerusalem, as it here follows, otherwise he could 
not have reigned there so long. 

Ver. 6. And the king and his men went to Jerusalem.'] 
His first warlike enterprise, after he was their king, was 
against Jerusalem, which he resolved to reduce out of the 
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hands of the Jebusites; who hitherto possessed a^bble 
part of it, viz. the fort of Zion, which they held, though the 
Israelites dwelt in the other part of the, city. 

Unto the Jebusites, the inhabiters ,ofthe city.] That is, of 
that part of the land. (Josh. xv. 63. Judg. i. 21.xix. 10, 11.) 

Which spake unto David.] When he came to set down 
his army against the fortress. 

Saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, 
thou shalt not come in hither : thinking, David cannot come 
in hither.] They imagined their fortress to be so impregna- 
ble, that, by way of contempt and scorn, they told him, the 
blind and the lame were able to defend it against him, and 
all his forces. So Bochartus translates these words, " Non 
hue accedes," &c. TIiou shalt not come up hither, but the 
blind and the lame will drive thee away ; i. e. the most feeble 
and cowardly among us. Which he thinks is so plain a 
sense, that he wonders men of great learning should seek 
for any other. (Lib.Jv. Phaleg. cap. 36.) But so it is, a 
great many by the blind and the lame understand the images 
of their gods (particularly our learned Gregory hath a 
whole dissertation about it). As if they had said, Our 
gods, whom ye call blind and lame, that have, eyes and 
see not,-fect and walk not, (as it is Psal. cxv.) they shall 
defend us : and you must overcome them, before you 
overcome us. Luther himself thus explains the sense: 
"These blind and lame (saith he) were the idols of the 
Jebusites; which, to irritate David, they set upon their 
walls, as their patrons and defenders: and they did as 
good as say, Thou dost not fight with us, but with our 
gods ; who will easily repel thee." As for the fancy of 
R. Eliezer, in his Pirkc, cap. 36. it is altogether ground- 
less ; which is, that when Abraham bought the burying- 
placc, in Machpelah, of the children of Heth, he sealed a 
covenant with them, that when his seed should possess the 
land of Canaan (as they believed they would), they should 
not possess the city of Jebus. Which covenant they now 
engraved upon brazen statues, and set them upon their 
walls ; saying, Thou canst not enter here, unless thou 
break the oath of Abraham. (See also Bartoloccius, in 
his Kirjath-sepher, par. ii. p. 89, &c.) 

Ver. 7. Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: 
the same is the city of David.] Their taunts and jeers did 
not discourage David, but he assaulted the fort and took 
it, and made it his royal scat. 

Ver. 8. And David said on that day.] When the assault 
was made. 

Whosoever getteth tip into the gutter, and smiteth the Je- 
busites, &c] i. e. Cuts off their pipes of water, or their cis- 
terns into which the water fell; for the Hebrew word 
tzinnor, which we translate gutter, is no where found but 
in this place, and in Psal. xlii. 7. and by St. Jerome is 
translated fistula. But I know not how we come to trans- 
pose the words, he that smiteth the Jebusites, behind -the 
other, which in the Hebrew are first. lie that smiteth the 
Jebusites, let him throw down into the ditch (which was by 
the wall) both the blind and the lame, which David extremely 
hates. Thus Bochart translates the words in ; the place 
abovenamed, which, if it be admitted, there is no need to 
add those words (out.of 1 Chron. xi, 6.) to make put the 
sense, he shall M chief and captain: forjhc sense is com- 
plete without them. 

Wherefore tliey said, Tlie blind and the lame shall no t enter 
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into the house.'] Or, as it is in the margin, Because they had 
said, even the blind and the lame, He.shallnot come into the 
house. That is, because they had taunted him with the 
blind and lame, as if they could defend the fort, and hinder 
him from coming into it; therefore he was highly provoked 
to wish they might be thrown down headlong from their 
walls into the ditch. And then.by the house is meant, nei- 
ther the house of David, nor the house of the Lord (as ; many 
take it), but that veryfort wherein the Jebusites had dwelt; 
from which hereafter they were excluded. And indeed it 
is a very large word in the Hebrew, signifying any place. 
If we could admit the fancy oftlt. Eliezer, that tfie Jebusites 
engraved the oath of Abraham upon brazen statues, where- 
by they pretended that fort was secured to them and their 
posterity, such an abominable forgery must needs highly 
incense David, whose soul hated such impudent frauds. 

Ver. 9. So David dwelt in the fort, and called it, The 
city of David : and David built round about, from Millo and 
inward.] The fort was not wide enough to contain the 
whole court, and all his guards, and others that had occa- 
sion to come hither : and therefore he built round about it 
from Millo. . Which some take ;for that low place which 
lay between the fort and the city: which was now filled 
with people, and thence called Millo. , 

Ver. 10; And David went on,. and grew great.] He pro- 
ceeded to enlarge his dominions, as well as his royal city. 

And the Lord God of hosts was with him.] This was the 
cause of his great prosperity, that God, who commands all 
the armies of heaven and earth, directed and blessed him 
in all his enterprises. 

Ver. 11. And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers unto 
David.] To compliment him upon his succession to the 
.throne,and taking Jerusalem. Which was a great honour; 
for Hiram was a potent prince, and yet courted David's 
friepdship ; because he saw how prosperous he was. And 
this friendship continued all David's days, unto the reign 
of Solomon. When his son, of the same name, expressed 
the same affection to him, that his father had done to David. 

And cedar-trees, and carpenters, and masons : and they 
built David a house.] Hearing David intended to settle in 
the fort he had taken, Hiram sent him both materials and 
artificcrs^to build him a palace. For the Jews being given 
to feeding cattle, and husbandry, were not very skilful in 
manufacture^. 

Ver. 12. And David perceived that the Lord had esta- 
blished him king over Israel.] For he had both subdued his 
enemies, and raised him up friends. 

And that he had exalted his kingdom for his peoplelsraeVs 
sake.] It is an excellent reflection which Conradus Pelli- 
canus made long ago upon these words : " This .is the 
greatest grace of a king, that he certainly believes himself 
to be made a king by God, for the sake of the people: and 
let him often call to mind, the people were not created or 
ordained by God for the king." 

Ver. 13. And David took him more concubines and wives 
out of Jerusalem, after he came from Hebron.] The differ- 
ence between a wife and a concubine, the Talmudists gene- 
rally say, was, that the latter had neither dowry settledupon 
I her, nor was taken with all the rites and solemnities of 
marriage: yet was a wife of a lower rank, as well as the 
former which had both. See Selden, lib. de Successioni- 
bus, cap. 3. and , \yhat I have already. noted, Gen.xxii.24 
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and elsewhere, flow many David had of both sorts, it is 

1 not certain: but we read of six ivives he had before, 111* 2, 

8ccJ And the Jews, after their way, endeavour to prove 

from xi. 8. of this book, that he had eighteen in all : which 

* number it was not lawful for the king to exceed ; unless he 
divorced any of them, and took others in their room. (Sec 
Schickard, de Jure Ncpo, cap. 3. Thcor. 9. and Grotius, 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. ii.cap. 5. sect. 9. and ray notes 
on Dcut.'xvii. 17.) 

And there were yet sons and daughters born to David.'] 
It was looked upon as a piece of political wisdom in 
princes, to endeavour to have many children: that, by 
matching them into many potent families, they might 
strengthen their interest, and have the more supporters of 
their authority. 

* Vcr.14. And these be the names of them that were born to 
him in Jerusalem; Shainmiiah, and Shobab, and Nathan, and 
Solomon.] These are the very same names with those in 
1 Chron. iii. 5. only a little variation in the first. 

Ver. 15. Ibhar also, and Elishua, and Nepheg 9 and Japhia. 

Ver. 16. And Elishama, and Elidda, and Eliphalet.] 
Here are only seven sons mentioned in these two verses: 
but in 1 Chron. iii. 8, Sec. there are nine. Of which 
"Kimchi gives this account; that here he mentions only the 
sons he had by his wives ; but there are some added which 
■he had by his concubines: which doth not well agree with 
what there follows, (ver. 9.) 

* Ver. 17. But when the Philistines heard that they had 
anointed David king over Israel] So that now Israel and 
Judah were united under one head, they thought it behoved 
them to bestir themselves : whereas they seem to have been 
quiet while the war lasted between Israel and Judah in the 
time of Ish-boshcth, hoping they might destroy one another. 

* All the Philistines went tip to seek David.] They raised all 
, the forces they were able, to find out David and fight him, 

before he was settled in his new kingdom. The friendship 
between him and king Achish was so great, that one would 
have thought they should have lived in peace. But either 
Achish was dead, or the lords of the Philistines, who were 
very powerful, overruled him, as thcy.did when they forced 
him to send David out of their army, (1 Sam.xxix. G,&c.) 

* - And David heard of it, and went down to the hold.] In- 
telligence being brought him of their motions, he went from 
the fort of Zion, to some other strong place below; where 
his army might conveniently have their rendezvous. 

Ver. 18. The Philistines also came and spread themselves 
in the valley of Rephaim.] Which in Josh. xv. 8. we trans- 
late the valley of giants, lying westward of Jerusalem; 
which perhaps they thought to assault. 
• Ver. 19. And David inquired of the Lord, saying, Shall I 
go up to the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into my 
Jiand?] Though David went into a strong hold, he did not 
trust to that, nor intend merely to stand upon his defence: 
yet would not give them battle, till he was encouraged by 
God to do it. 

- And the Lord said, Go up ; for I will doubtless deliver the 
Philistines into thy hand.] A full assurance of victory took 
away all fear of their great numbers, which is expressed 
by their spreading themselves in the forcnamed valley. 

Ver. 20. And David came to Baahperazim.] For thither 
the Philistines marched from Rephaim, where they first 
pitched; as appears from 1 Chron. xiv. 11. 
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And David smote them there.] Routed their army, and 
slew a great many of them in that place. 

And said, Hie Lord hath broken forth upon mine enemies 
before me, as the breach of waters.] Overpowered and scat- 
tered them;* as waters, when they make a breach in a bank, 
overflow and carry all before them. 

TJiereforc he called the name of that place Baal-perazim.] 
That it might put him and his posterity in mind of God's 
great power and goodness, which he shewed in this place, 
where the Philistines were put into such a consternation, 
that they forgat, when they fled, to carry away their gods 
with them; as it here follows. 

Ver. 21. And there they left their images.] Which they 
had brought into the field with them; to be carried before 
their host, as a token of the presence of their gods with 
them. Thus wc read in 2 Chron. xxv. 14. that the Edom- 
itcs had their gods along with them when they fought 
with Araaziah. And perhaps they learnt (his from the 
Israelites, who carried the ark (the symbol of God's pre- 
sence) in their army when they went to fight with these 
Philistines : who saw it, and took it, as the Israelites now 
did their images, 1 Sam. iv. 4, 5, &c. But behold here 
the difference between the* ark and these images. - For 
when the ark fell into the hands of the Philistines, it sorely- 
plagued them, as wc read in the foregoing book : but their 
images had no power, to hurt the Israelites, nor secure 
themselves from being burnt by them, as it here follows. 

And David and his ?nen burnt them.] According to the 
command of God, Dcut. vii.5. 

Ver. 22. And the. Philistines came tip again, and spread 
themselves in the valley of Rephaim.] They saw that their 
all lay at stake, and therefore they mustered up their whole 
strength; and perhaps procured the assistance of other 
people, to try their fortune (as we now speak) in another 
battle. So Joscphus relates, that the Syrians and Phoeni- 
cians joined them, and came up, r£>nrXa<rfy <n-parq>, with an 
army three times as big as the former. 

Ver. 23. And when David inquired of the Lord.] Though 
he had been so Successful, yet he would attempt nothing 
without God's direction; to whom, he knew, he owed the 
former victory. 

He said, Thou shalt not go up.] That is, not directly; to 
fight in a pitched battle, as they did before. So tho follow- 
ing words explain it. 

But fetch a compass behind them.'] Where they suspected 
no danger. 

And come upon them over against the mulberry-trees.] A 
place well known to David; who was taught by God .him- 
self, not to expect victory always by main strength; but 
sometimes to make use of stratagems. 
* Ver. 24.- And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a 
going in the tops of the mulberry-trees.] In the Hebrew it 
is beroshe, which should not be rendered in the tops (for 
men do not walk on the tops of trees), but in the begin- 
nings: in the very entrance of the place, where the mul- 
bcrry-trccs were planted; where God intended to make a 
sound, as if a vast number of men were marching to fall 
upon the Philistines. There is no doubt but the Hebrew 
word rosch signifies not only the head, but the beginning 
of any thing. So Bochart observes, in his Phaleg. lib. iii. 
cap. 22. as in Nahum iii. 10. the top (as we translate it) 
the head of every street, is the beginning, of those streets. 
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And Isa. li. 20. Jer. xxii. 6. Gilead is called the head of 
Lihanus, because Libanus begins where Gilead ends. 

Then bestir thyself.'] Fall upon the Philistines. 

For then shall the Lord go out before thee, to smite the 
host of the Philistines.'] By making such a noise of a mighty 
host coming to assault them, that they should be amazed, 
and have no apprehension of David's army coming be- 
hind them. ■'•' • 

Vcr. 25. And David did so, as the Lord commanded him; 
and smote the Philistines from Geba until thou come to' 
Gazer.] He pursued them to the very confines of their own 
land; for Josephus saith concerning Gazer, ri§e lariv opog 
avrC>v t?}$ x^? a ^> ^at *' was M ie b° r( t er of their country. 



CHAP, VI. 

Ver.l. J±GAIN,. David gathered together all the chosen 
men of Israel, thirty thousand.] Having defeated the Phi- 
listines, and enjoying some peace, he thought it a season- 
able time to fetch up the ark, and settle it in an honour- 
able place : and for' that end summoned the principal 
persons in Israel to attend it. Or, as others will have it, 
the most mighty men in all Israel, to the number of thirty 
thousand; to be a guard to it,. in case any of their ene- 
mies should attempt to disturb the solemnity he intended. 

Ver. 2. And David arose, and went with all the people 
that were with him.] Not only those thirty thousand, but a 
,vast« number of the common people, as we learn from 
1 Chron. xiii. 2. 5. 

From Baale ofJudah.] Which is the same with Kirjath- 
jearim, 1 Chron. xiii. G. called Baalah, Josh. xv. 9. and 
Kirjath-Baal, Josh, xv. 60. xviii. 14. and here Baale of 
Judah; because (as this place shews) it belonged to that 
tribe. But some think there is. a great difficulty here, 
where it is said they went from Baale, when in 1 Chron. 
xiii. G. it is said they went to Baalah. But there is no dis- . 
agreement in these two places : for they must go to it, be- 
fore they could come from it: and here he speaks of their 
motion from thence, after they had. gone to it. 

And brought from thence the ark of God.] Where it had 
been a Jong time in the house of Abinadab, whose son was 
sanctified to attend it. (See 1 Sam. vii. 1.) 

Whose name is called by the name of The Lord of hosts.] 
Or, because of which the name is proclaimed, the name of 
the Lord of hosts. For. by reason .Of the mighty miracles 
which were done before the ark, the name of the Lord was 
highly extolled and magnified/ not only among the Israel- 
ites, but the Philistines. And by this, saith Abarbinel, it 
was made known, that God dwelt among the Israelites: 
so that not only the Philistines were affrighted when this 
ark of God's presence came among them, (1 Sam. iv. 7, 8.) 
but the men of Beth-shemesh also, (vi« 20.) 

Tliat dwelleth between the cherubims.] The learned Lud. 
de Dieu thinks the most simple and genuine. construction 
of all these words to be, by referring the word ascher 
(which) not to the ark, but unto God, and translating them 
thus : who is called the name, the name of the Lord of hosts, 
sitting on the cherubims, upon it. Which, saith he, is an 
egregious commendation of the ark, that it is the ark of 
that God, who, being incomprehensible and unbounded in 
his essence, is called absolutely the name, (sec Lev, xxiv. 



11.. 16.) even the name of the Lord of hosts, who sitteth on 
the cherubims over the ark. 

Ver. 3. And they set the ark of God upon a new cart.] 
Which ought to have been carried upon the shoulders of 
.the Kohathites ; (Numb. vii. 9.) for which reason no wag- 
gons were allowed to them, as there were to. the rest of the 
Levites, to carry several parts of the tabernacle. And so 
David himself . saith afterward it ought to be carried, 
1 Chron. xv. 2. 15. And so, after the following miscar- 
riage, it is plain from the thirteenth verse of this chapter it 
was so carried. ' How they came to forget themselves now, 
so as to put it upon a cart, one can but conjecture. They 
seem to have imitated the custom of other nations," who 
were wont to carry their mysteries in a chest upon a cart^ 
drawn by oxen, or kine, as the Philistines did the ark it- 
self, (1 Sam.vi: 7, 8.) Whonot being punished for putting 
it upon a hew .cart, the Israelites followed their example 
the more securely. And, that they were wont also, to carry 
their mysteries in a great deal of pomp (as David here did, 
Ver. 5.) is manifest from abundance of authors. Sanchonia- 
thon mentions an image in a shrine in Phoenicia, drawn 
after the same manner ; in Eusebius's Prsepar. Evangel, 
lib. i. cap. 15.'. (See pur very learned Dr. Spencer, p. 816.) 
But that they learnt this from the Jews, not the Jews from 
■them, seems to me most probable: though I can give no 
account how they came to put the ark now upon a new 
cart, unless it were in imitation of the Philistines. 

And brought it out of the house of Abinadab that was in 
Gibeah.] Or, on the hill, as we read 1 Sam. vii. 1. 

And Uzzah and Ahio, the sotis of Abinadab, drave the 
new cart.] It seems Eleazar (who was sanctified to take 
care of the ark, as we read in* the abovenamed place) was 
dead, or stayed at home to look after his father, who was 
•now grown aged: so these two took upon them to be the 
bubttlci (as Bochart calls them) who drave the oxen. 

Ver. 4. And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab 
which teas at Gibeah, accompanying the ark of God.] That 
is, when it was brought out of his house, the people flocked 
together to attend it. 

And Ahio went before the ark.] He led the oxen, I sup- 
.pose; and Uzzah went behind the cart, to take care the 
ark fell not out. * . .. 

■ Ver. 5. And David, and all the house of Israel, played be- 
fore the; Lord.] Who was present where the ark was. 

On all manner of instruments made of fir-wood, even on 
harps, and on psalteries, and on timbrels, and on cornets, 
and, on cymbals.] Where Rasi notes, that these words becol 
atze beroshim, do not signify any particular instrument, but 
(as we translate it) the wood of, which the following instru- 
ments are made; viz. either fir or box. As for the instru-r 
ments themselves, it will be to no purpose to describe them. 
The learned reader may see an account of every one of 
them, inBartoloccius's Kirjath-sepher, torn. ii. p. 10.0, &c. 
Ver. 6. And when they came to Nachoris'thrashing-floor.] 
It is commonly thought that Nachon was the name of a 
man : but Bochartus thinks it rather the name of a place ; 
so called by anticipation, for the stroke upon Uzzah. For 
.nacha signifies to smite, and Nachon signifies percussion; 
so this floor was called ever after the floor of percussion ; 
because God smote Uzzah in this place. And accordingly 
t in 1 Chron. xiii; 9. it is called the floor of Chidon; wbicji 
is the very same: for Chid signifies destruction, 
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Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, and took 
hold of it ; for the oxen shook it.~\ There is no greater differ- 
ence among interpreters about the signification of any 
word, than this word sametu, which we translate shook 
it. That which is nearest to the truth, Bochartus thinks, 
is our marginal translation, they stiimbled. Yet this is 
inerc guessing, for it hath no foundation either in the 
Hebrew or the neighbouring languages. But from the 
Arabic he takes this to be the sense ; that the oxen, coining 
into a dirty place, stuck in the mire ; and could not get out 
their feet: which Uzzah seeing, and fearing the king and 
the people, by this accident, might bo stopped too long in 
their procession, took hold of the ark: intending, perhaps, 
to carry it, together with his brethren, to Mount Zion, which 
was not far off: but this should have been done at first; 
and because he did it not, he was punished by God. 

Ver. -7. And the anger of the Lord teas kindled against 
Uzzah; and God smote him therefor his error.} Or, for his 
^rashness, in touching the ark : some think it was because 
he was not a Levite, and therefore should not have touched 
it. But it is pretty plain that he was ; being the brother of 
Elcazar, who was consccratedto look after the ark: which 
was the office of a Levite, (1 Sam. vii. 1.) But being a 
Levite, he was guilty of a double error : first, in not carry- 
ing the ark upon his shoulders, together with his brethren ; 
and secondly, in touching it; which he ought not so much 
as to have seen: but it being covered by the priests, the 
Levites were to take hold of the staves, and carry it, 
(Numb. iv. 15.) 

And there he died by the ark of God.] Or, before the Lord, 
as it is expressed 1 Chron. xiii. 10. because the ark was 
the symbol of God s special presence. Some think he was 
suddenly choked; others that his arm and his shoulder, 
upon which he should have carried the ark, were dried up ; 
others that he was blasted with lightning. But all these, 
and the like conjectures, are uncertain: it is enough to 
know, that he died suddenly, not from any natural cause, 
*b'ut struck by the hand of God. See Bochartus, in his 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 13. who truly observes, 
that though his intention, perhaps, was good, yet that would 
not excuse an dffence against the express law of God. 
Abarbinel also adds this as a cause of his punishment, that 
he wanted faith in God : who would not have suffered his 
ark to fallinto the dirt; but supported it himself, without 
Uzzah's help. 

Ver. 8. And David was displeased, because the Lord had 
made a breach upon Uzzah.'] He took it very heavily: and 
was angry (as the word signifies), that there was any cause 
for such a breach; that is, such a destruction. For it de- 
tracted much from'his authority and esteem, to have such 
an accident in the beginning of his reign, and at such a 
solemnity of great joy: which was hereby disturbed and 
interrupted. Perhaps he was troubled, being afraid that 
he also might suffer, for taking no better care about the 
carrying of the ark. 

And he called the name of the place Percz-Uzzah to this 
day'.] In memory of this dreadful stroke: whereby the 
Levites and all others might be admonished of their duty. 
'Ver. 9. And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and 
Said, How shall the ark of the Lord come to me?] By this 
it appears he had some fear, that he himself was in danger: 
and therefore durst not bring the ark into his city. Either 
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thinking, in great humility, that he was unworthy to have 
it so near him: or that he did not sufficiently understand 
how to treat it. Which he understood better afterward, as 
wc learn from 1 Chron. xv. 2. 13 — 15. 

Ver. 10. So David would not remove the ark of the Lord 
unto him into the city of David; but David carried it aside 
into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite.] He is not called 
a Gittite from his being born or dwelling in Gath (which 
was a city of the Philistines), but from Gath-rimraon, a 
Levitical city, (Josh. xxi. 24, 25.) For it is certain Obed- 
Edom was a Levite, (1 Chron. xv. 18. 21. 24. xvi. 5.) who, 

1 suppose, was willing to entertain the ark : resolving to 
treat it with such reverence,, that ho might not offend the 
Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 11. And the ark of the Lord continued in the house 
of Obed-Edom three months.] A short time, in comparison 
with that which it continued at Kirjath-jearim. But all 
this time it was without the tabernacle. Which from .Gil- 
gal being Tcmoved to Shiloh, after the death of Eli, was 
carried to Nob ; and after the death of Samuel, toGibcon: 
where it remained till Solomon's temple was built, and 
then earned thither, as wc read 1 Chron. xvi. 39. and 

2 Chron. i. 3. 

And the Lord blessed Obed-Edom, and his household^] 
Made them exceeding prosperous in all their affairs. . 

Ver. 12. And it was told David, saying, Tlie Lord hath 
blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that pertahieth to 
him, because of the ark of God."] They could not tell to >vhat 
to impute the extraordinary happiness that attended him, 
but to his religious care about the ark. . 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-Edom into the city of David.] Hoping God 
would bless him, and his city, as he had done Obed-Edom, 
and his house. 

With gladness.] All the people, I suppose, again ac- 
companied him, playing on all manner of musical instru- 
ments, as they did before, ver, 5. . . 

Ver. 13. Andit was so, that, when they that bare the ark 
had gone six paces.] Without any mark of God's displea- 
sure, as before, ver. 7. 

He sacrificed oxen and fatlings.] As a thanksgiving to 
God for his goodness, upon an altar erected on purpose, 
on this extraordinary. occasion. Some think he repeated 
these sacrifices seven times, at the end of every six paces. 
The woTd we translate fatlings, is, in the Hebrew, meri : 
whose signification is uncertain. For some take it for a 
lamb, others for a ram, and others put a different meaning 
on it. But Bochartus, .with great probability, thinks it 
was a kind of ox, being . commonly joined with oxen in 
Scripture, not only here, but in 1 Kings i. 9. 19.. 25. Isa. 
i. 11. xi. 6. Nor. doth 1 Chron. xv. 2G. contradict this, 
where it is said, they offered btdlocks and rams. For those 
are not the same sacrifices as these, which were offered by 
David ; whereas .those in the Chronicles were offered by 
theLevites. (See his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 19.) 

Ver. 14. And David dancedbefore the Lord with all his 
might; and David was g irded with a linen ephodJ] He laid 
aside his royal ornaments, and was girded only with a sim- 
ple ephod: which was,. I observed upon 1 Sam. ii. 18. an 
honorary garment, used by .those who were no priests. 
He is said- to dance before the Lord, because the ark was 
the symbol of the Divine jpresencc. And from hence, it is 
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jh*bbable, the heathen learnt to dance before their gods: as 
Callimachus mentions the chori, and dancings of youth at' 
tile altar of Apollo. And as there were irat&icol x°9°h so 
there were also avSptKoi, and among the Lacedemonians 
Of old, men also. And Plato observes, that, among the 
Egyptians, all kinds of music, and songs, and dances, were 
consecrated to their gods, (lib.iii. de Legibus, p. 799.) 
See that great man, Ezek. Spanhemius's observations on 
Callim, Hymn; in Apollinem, ver. 8, 

Ver. 15. So David and all the lioase of Israel brought up 
the ark of the Lord with shouting, and with the sound of the 
trumpet.] Such 'OAoAvyjuoi, as the Greeks call them, were 
used before their gods: of which the great man now men- 
tioned, gives a large account in his observations upon Cal- 
limachus's hymn ad Delum, ver. 258. where he observes, 
that 6XoXu?€(v anciently signified to shout for joy: and in 
like manner the Latin word ulalare is used by Statius for 
exultare. And this sort of rejoicing is at this day used by 
the Abyssines, in the evening of our Lord's resurrection : 
when men and women clap their hands, and dance to se- 
veral instruments of music, till morning light: and all this 
in their churches. Which in all likelihood came from the' 
Jews, who still dance ift some of their festivals. See Lu- 
dolphus, in his comment upon his Historia Ethiopia, p, 381. 
where he observes, that David, in all probability, did not 
now dance alone, but in company. 

Ver. 1G. And as the ark of the Lord came into the city of 
David, Michal, SauVs daughter, looked out through a win- 
dow, and saw king David leaping and dancing before the 
Lord; and she despised him in her heart J] Imagining that 
he debased himself, by stripping himself of the ornaments 
of majesty, and dancing among the common people, . But 
she understood not, as Procopius Gazseus here glosses, 
ardoris stimulos, those stmgs of Divine love which David 
declared to her afterward. 

" Ver. 17, And he brought in the ark of the Lord, and set 
it in its place, in the midst of the tabernacle that David had 
pitched for it.'] The ancient tabernacle made by Moses 
remained still, as I observed before, at Gibeon: from 
whence David did not .think fit to fetch it, because he in- 
tended shortly (as Pellicanus well' observes) to build a 
temple to settle it in. For the present, therefore, he only 
hung some curtains round about it, after the fashion of the 
tabernacle. (See vii.2.) 

And David offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings 
before the Lord.] To implore the continuance of his mer- 
cies to them; and to thank him for those they had received, 

Ver. 18. And as soon as David had made an end of offer- 
ing burnt-offerings and peace-offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of the Lord.] He prayed God to bless them; 
and pronounced them blessed in his name. 

Ver. 19, And he, dealt among the people, even among the 
whole viultitude of Israel, as well women as men, to every ' 
one a cake of bread,' and a good piece of flesh, and a flagon 
of wine.] The Talmudists have a conceit, that the Hebrew 
word eshpar, which we translate a good piece of flesh, sig- 
nifies the sixth part of a bullock: deriving it from three 
words put into one; viz.echad one, shesh six, and par a 
bullock. But every one sees thi& is a very. forced fancy; , 
and it is not in itself credible, that he could, among such a 
multitude, deal a sixth part of a bullock to every one;" or 
that they c6uld well carry it away, with the bread and wine. 



Bbchartus more reasonably thinks (atg so^ne 6f the Jews 
do) the word is derived from shapar, which signifies decd- 
rus: and so the meaning is/ as we translate ijt, he gave to r 
every one a handsome or decent portion of flesh, (See his 
Hierozoicori, par, i. lib. ii'. cap, 18.) , 

So all the people departed every one to his house.] Well 
satisfied with their prince's bounty to them, and his piety 
to God. 

Ver. 20, Tlien David returned to bless his household,] 
As he had done the people. 

And Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to meet him, 
and said, How glorious was the king of Israel to-day.] This 
she spake ironically, by way of derision and conteriipt. 

Who uncovered himself to-day,] Stripped himself of his 
royal robes, and put on a linen ephod, (ver, 14.) 

In the eyes of the handmaids of his servants.] The wo- 
men, perhaps, bare a part in these dances, as. they did in 
Exod, xv'. or at least were spectators of all the solemnity: 
from which none were excluded, though ever so mean. 

As one of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth himself!] 
Throws oiFall his clothes, and cares not who sees him, nor 
with what company he dances. This was spoken by way 
of reproach, that he mixed himself with the multitude ; and 
seems to intimate that he had immodestly exposed himself, 
as shameless fellows do : which is not credible. But thus 
in a fit of passion she aggravates this action as very mean," 
yea, base, and much below himself. For no doubt David 
kept himself within the rules of modesty, when he was 
thus jocund, being about a sacred business; and did ac- 
cording to the command of God, who required the Israelites 
to rejoice in their feasts, (Deut. xii. 7. xvi. 1.) not with a 
futilous, lascivious, and petulant joy, but with a pious and 
moderate: as having God himself present. And thus Plato* 
observes, lib. vii. de Legibus, that some dances are cjUjueXwc, 
with modest and decent motions of the body : others irXri/1- 
fit\u>G, immodest and wanton. The latter of which, none 
can imagine David would be guilty of before God:, but* 
danced with composed and decent, not desultorious and 
light motions, such as vain fellows are wont to* use. For' 
as it is joy that excites men to leap and dance, 'so Divine 
joy moves them to do it after a manner becoming the 
Divine Majesty. T 

Ver, 21. And David said to Michal, It was before the 
Lord, which chose me before thy father, and before all his 
house, and appointed me ruler over the people of the Lord, 
over Israel: therefore will I play before the Lord.] Who 
had done so much for him, that he thought he could not 
shew himself thankful enough to so great a benefactor. He 
thought fit to take down her pride, by putting her in mind, 
how God had rejected all her family, and advanced him to 
the throne of Israel. 

Ver. 22. And I will yet be more vile than thus, and will , 
be base in my own eyes.] He, thought nothing too mean for 
him to stoop unto ; if thereby he could do any honour unto 
God. Otherwise, to dance in the streets before all the peo- 
ple had been very unbecoming the majesty of a kin<y : as 
Nero (wo are told by Suetonius) and Caligula were con-; 
demned for it, among the Romans. For among them it was 
not usual, nor was it done in honour of their gods. \Vhen> 
as in David's time the greatest persons thus expressed 
their joy and thankfulness to God, by public leaping/danc- 
ing, shouting, and clapping their hands. 
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And of the maid-servants which thou hast spoken of, of 
them shall I be had in houour.] The more he humbled him- 
self to do honour unto God, the more he was confident he 
should bo magnified, and had in honour by his people. The 
esteem of the meanest of which, upon that account, he 
valued far more than all the vain-glorious praises Michal 
could bestow on him, for taking ^stato upon him, and neg- 
lecting God's service. 

Ver. 23. Therefore Michal, the daughter of Said, had no 
child unto the day of her death.] Which is thus explained, 
in the Gemara Sanhedrin, cap". 2. sect. 8. She had chil- 
dren before this fact, but none after it as long as she lived. 
(See iii. 5.) David, perhaps, quite left her bed. 



CHAP. VIL 

Ver. 1. jCjlND it came to pass, when the king sat in his 
house, and the Lord had given him rest round about from 
all his enemies.] Enjoyed himself in the palace Hiram had 
built for him, (v.. 11.) having no disturbance from the 
Philistines, or other neighbouring nations. 
•Ver. 2. That the king said unto Nathan the prophet, See 
now, I dwelt in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth 
within curtains.] Like a religious prince, he spent much of 
his time in pious meditations : and among other things re- % 
fleeted upon the meanness of God's habitation, in compa- 
rison with the splendour* of his own. Which he thought 
ought not to be endured, and therefore resolved to build a 
stately house for God to dwell in. 

Ver. 3. And Nathan said unto the king, Go, do all that 
is in thine heart : for the Lord is with tliee.] He spake that 
as a prudent man, not as a prophet. For (as Procopius 
Gazaeus here observes) the prophets did not see all things; 
but those only which the Divine grace revealed to them : 
as Samuel was ignorant which of Jesse's sons was to be 
anointed, till God told him. But Nathan had great reason 
for what he said, because he observed that the Lord had 
an extraordinary kindness for David, and prospered him 
in all that he went about. And David withal being a pro- 
phet as well as himself, he might presume this intention 
was suggested to him from God. 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass that night, that the word of 
the Lord came to Nathan, saying.] God would not suffer 
him long to remain in an error; but corrected \t the very 
next night, 

Ver. 5. Go and tell my servant David.] He speaks very 
kindly of him : though he did not approve of his design. 

Tims saith the Lord, Slialt thou build me a house for 
me to dwell in?] The meaning is, he should not build one. 
But this manner of speech declared his mind something 
sharply: to reprove him for his forwardness (without ask- 
ing God's consent), not only in designing, but in making a 
vow, that he would forthwith build God a house. For it 
is probable, that upon Nathan's approving his intention, 
lie made that vow mentioned Psal. exxxii. 3 — 5. " Surely 
I will not go up to my bed, nor give sleep to mine eyes, &e. 
till I have found out a place for the Lord, a habitation 
for the mighty God of Jacob." 

Ver. G. Whereas I have not dwelt in any house since the 
t me I brought tip the children of Israel out of Egypt, unto this 
day.] As much as to say, How comest thou to design mc 
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a fixed house, since neither I, nor any one else, thought of 
one from the time you have been a people ? 

But have walked in a tent and a tabernacle.] Contented 
myself with a moveable house, consisting of a tent and a 
tabernacle: in which I was always present to conduct and 
lead my people from place to place. By a tent is meant 
the inward hangings of the house, which were of curious 
work: anil by tho* tabernacle, the boards to which they 
were fastened; and the badgers' skins, &c. wherewith all 
was covered. 

Ver. 7. In all the places wherein I have walked with all 
the children of Israel spake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Israel.] That is, of the judges of Israel, as it is interpreted, 
1 Chron. xvii. G. For the word shibte signifies not only. 
tribes but sceptres; and, consequently, supreme governors 
and rulers: such as the judges were who had the supreme 
authority in Israel. And so the following words explain it. 

Whom I commanded to feed my people Israel.] He did 
not command the tribes, but the supreme governors of 
them, to feed, that is, to rule his people, and take care of 
their happiness. Here, again,feedingis governing; (as I ob- 
served, v. 2.) and the Hebrew word for feed being raga, as 
some pronounce it (in the Syriac, regd), very learned men 
thence derive the Latin words regere and reges: kings be- 
ing designed by God to be the pastors of their people. 

Saying, Why build ye me not a house of cedar?] God 
was the properest judge what house was agreeable to him, 
and he never signified that he disliked his present, and de- 
sired a more stately habitation. 

Ver. 8; Now therefore so shall thou say nnto my servant 
David.] He would not have him think he took it ill that he 
should design what he never signified to be his desire ; but 
owned him to be his faithful servant, and therefore ac- 
cepted his pious intentions : as we read expressly 1 Kings 
viii. 18. which is signified in this message. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from the sheep- 
cote, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people 
Israel.] Therefore he needed not to make any doubt, but 
that God accepted his gratitude in designing to make him 
a house. 

Ver. 9. And I was with thee whithersoever thou wentest.] 
In the time of his banishment, when he was remarkably pre- 
served by God. 

And have cut off all thine enemies out of thy sight.] Both 
those in Israel and those in the neighbouring countries. 

And have made thee a great name, like to the name of the 
great men that are in the earth.] Famed in all the countries 
round about as a potent prince and a mighty warrior: and 
perhaps as a holy prophet, greatly beloved of God and of-; 
all his people. 

Ver. 10. Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people 
Israel.] Or, I have constituted (or established) aj)lacefor 
my people; viz. the land of Canaan. 

Andwill plant them.] Make them take root there. 

That they may dwell in a place of their own, and move 
no more.] No longer wander, as they did in the wilderness. 

Neither shall the children of wickedness.] The idolatrous t 
people round about them. 

Afflict them any more, as beforetime.] When they- were 
in the land of Egypt. 

Ver. 11. And as siyice the time that I commanded judges 
to be over my people Israel^] In whose days they were 
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sorely afflicted by the Moabites, Canaanites, Midianites, 
and other people. 

And have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies.] 
Given him a quiet possession of the whole kingdom of 
Israel ; which never was in so happy a condition as now. 
A flourishing people is a great blessing to the king that 
governs them : and therefore mentioned in this verse, as 
God's kindness to David. But this promise was with 
some exceptions, in case they became disobedient: which 
provoked G#d to chastise them. : 

• Also the Lord telleth thee t that he will make thee a 
house.] A family, or royal ofFspring, that shall reign for 
many generations ; which was a special favour.of God to 
David : there being none of the Rom?tn emperors, till the 
time of Antoninus, whose children from the reign of Julius 
Ccesar succeeded them in the empire, but only Vespasian. 

Ver. 12. And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt 
sleep with thy fathers, I will set tip thy seed after thee-] To 
sit upon his throne. , '.:'.> 

Which shall proceed out of thy bowels.] This shews that 
he speaks of one who was not yet born, viz. Solomon : .and 
that Absalom, Adonijah, and the rest who pretended to 
the kingdom, were, not designed for it: being already pro- 
ceeded from him; 

And I will establish his kingdom.] He reigned a long 
time himself; and so did his posterity after him. 

Ver. 13. He shall build a house for my name ; and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever.] The latter 
f>art of this verse can belong to none but the Messiah ; if . 
the words for ever be taken in their full extent. , - 

Ver. 14. And I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son.] This the apostle shews is meant of Christ, Heb. i. 5. 
For though Solomon was called Jedidiah, in token that he 
was beloved of God, yet, in the complete sense of the 
words, Christ only is intended: who is God's beloved Son, 
in whom he is well-pleased. f - ' ' 

If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of 
men, and with the stripes of the children of men.] This is a 
mixed prophecy, some part of which belongs to_ Christ, 
and the other part to Solomon, and his successors in the 
kingdom of Israel: who, it is plain, is solely intended in 
these words. And by the rod of men, arid the stripes of the 
children of men, is meant gentle correction; such as pa- 
rents give their children. 

Ver. 15. But my mercy shall not depart from him, as I 
took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee.] He pro- 
.mise£ not to translate the kingdom into another family ; as 
he took it from Saul, to give it to David : but the kingdom 
shall continue in his line. 

Ver. 1G. And thy house and thy kingdom shall be es- 
tablished for ever before thee : thy throne shall be established 
for ever.] That is, saith Kimchi, foT a long time, between 
lour and five hundred years, which was a rare, thing, and 
seldom known, that the kingly authority continued in any 
one family so long. But this is chiefly intended of the 
kingdom of Christ, as Procopius Gazaeus here observes: 
.from whence the Jews said, (Johnxii.34.) " We have heard 
out of the law that Christ abideth for ever." This is con- 
firmed by the rule which Maimonides lays down in his 
More Ncvochim, that though olam alone doth not neces- 
sarily signify eternally, yet when it is joined with ath, 
cither before or after it, it doth so signify. And that is the 
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case h£re ; this kingdom is said to be established ath olam : 
which can belong to none but Christ; for David's kingdom 
had an end, but Christ's hath none ; (par. ii. cap. 28.) 

Ver. 17. .According to all these words, and .according to. 
this vision, so Nathan spake, ^unto David.] This shews the 
integrity of the prophet ; who was not ashamed to retract 
his own words when he was better taught of God. And, as 
Dionysius observes, in an epistle to Novatus, fiuZov tarat 
tov <T<pa\fjLaTOQ to KaTopSwfia, the correction of his fault was 
more eminent and remarkable than the fault itself . 
.- Ver. 18. Then went king David in, and sat before the 
Lord.] That is, before the ark; which, as I have often 
said; was the symbol of his Divine presence. Sitting,, 
among the heathens, was thought a posture proper enough 
in the Divine service; as Vossius hath observed, lib. ii. 
de Orig. et Progressu Idololat. cap. 34. "Quippe index 
animi magis compositi, et hoc agentis;!' being an indication 
of a more composed mind, and attending to what they were 
about. -But among the. Israelites none were allowed to sit 
in the temple, except the king: unto whom t this was in T 
dulged, if we can believe (he Talmudists: whose general 
maxim was this, " It was not lawful for any one to sit in 
the court of the house of God ; but only for the king of the 
house of David/' (See Seldeh, lib.ii. de Synedriis, cap. 
13. sect. 4.) But they have framed this notion merely 
from this single passage ;- there being no other place in the 
whole Scripture to support this assertion, that the king 
might sit at prayer : but, on the ^contrary, on the sabbath, 
and on festival days, when he came to the temple, he stood 
by the exterior pillar of the inward court of the house of 
God; asmay be learnt from Ezek. xlvi. 1, 2. compared 
/with 2 Kings xi. 14. and 2 Chron. xxiii. 13. Nor is there 
any other posture of worship mentioned in Scripture, but 
standing, or kneeling, or falling on the face. And there- 
fore Abarbinel ingenuously confesses, that this is not the 
opinion of all their doctors, several of which in this for- 
sake the Talmudists ; and allege a weighty reason for it.: 
•because the angels themselves, who are higher than kings, 
arc not permitted to sit before ^the Lord : but Isaiah saith, 
vi. 2. that the seraphim stood about the throne ; and 
TVIicaiah saith, he saw t the host of heaven stand before 
the Lord, 1 Kings xxii. 19. and see Zech. iii. 7. From 
which they conclude,* if there be no sitting allowed above, 
by. what right was it granted to the kings of David's family 
here below? Many great men, therefore, translate the He- 
brew word jashab, not sat, but remained before the LoTd; 
particularly Vetablus, upon 1 Chron. xvii.lG. And others^ 
who allow the king might sit in the temple, yet confess he 
might not sit at prayer : and therefore expound this place 
thus : lie took his seat in the tabernacle before the ark; and 
then he made the following prayer, standing up, as the 
manner was, when they worshipped God. 

And he said, Who am J, O Lord God? and what is my 
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?] He begins his 
address to God in a very becoming manner.; with a most 
profound debasement of himself, and confession of his own 
unwqrthiness, to receive such blessings as God had already 
bestowed on him. 

Ver. 19. And this ivas yet a small thing in thy sight, O 
Lord God; but thou hast spoken of thy servant's house for 
a great tvlyle to come.] Next, he magnifies the loving-kind- 
ness of God, who did not think it enough that he had made 
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him a great king, but promised his posterity, and at last tho 
Lord Christ, should sit upon his throne. So Abarbinel 
himself expounds these words, a great while to come: inti- 
mating, saith ho, tho Messiah, the son of David. 

And is this the manner of men, O Lord God?] Ho ac- 
knowledges there was no examplo of such kindness to bo 
found in this world: where kingdoms aTe not perpetuated, 
as Abarbinel observes; but this is the mauner of angels, 
who always continue in their dignity. 

Ver. 20. And can David say more unto thee?] There 
was nothing he could desire beyond this. (See 1 Chron. 
xvii. 18.) 

For thou, Lord God, knoivest thy servant.'] But he thought 
he might leave all to God, who loved him and took caro of 
him (for that is to know him) as his faithful servant. 

Ver. 21. For thy words sake, and according to thine own 
heart, hast thou done all these great things.] For God, he 
knew, would fulfil his own promise made by Samuel and by 
Nathan: to the making of which he had no other motivo 
but his own good will; from whence alono all the great 
things proceeded which he had done for him. 

To makethy servant know them.] That David might know 
how much God loved him by what he did for him. 

Ver. 22. Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God.] He 
could not therefore but acknowledge his omnipotent power 
iand the greatness of his goodness, which bestows such be- 
nefits upon unworthy creatures. 

For there is none like the Lord, neither is there any god 
besides thee.'] According to what Hannah had said in her 
song, wherein she prophesied of him, (1 Sam. ii. 2.) 

According to all that we have heard -with our ears.] 
Which their forefathers had reported of the wonders he had 
done, by Moses and Joshua, and in the time of the Judges. 

Ver. 23. And what onenaiion in tlie earth is like thy peo- 
ple, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for a people 
unto himself] He seems to imitate the words of Moses in 
Deut. iv. 7. 34. 

And to make him a name] That all the world might know 
how powerful he was. 

And to do for you great things, and terrible, for thy land.] 
To introduce them into the land of Canaan. 

Before thy people, which thou redeemedst to thee from 
Egypt, fromthe nations and their gods?] Some understand 
by gods their rulers: but their gods were no more able to 
save the nations whom he drove out, than their kings and 
rulers were. 

Ver. 24. For thou hast confirmed to thyself thy people Is- 
rael to be a people unto thee for ever: and thou, Lord, art 
become their God.] This is the sum of the covenant (as P. 
Martyr observes) between God and them : that they should 
be his obedient people, and he would bless them, and be- 
stow all mannerof good things upon them. 

Ver. 25. And now, O Lord God, the word that thou hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, 
establish it for ever, and do as thou hast said.] After his 
thankful acknowledgments, he makes his humble prayer 
to God, that he would perform his promise to him. For 
though he did not doubt of it, yet it became him to make 
it his request. 

Ver. 20. And let thy name be magnified for ever, saying. 
The Lord of hosts is the God over Israel: and let the 
house of thy servant David be established before thee.] Yet 



he did not desire it merely for his own sake; but that 
God might be glorified in what he did for him : and men 
might always acknowledge, that the God of Israel was the 
Lord of heaven and earth; and faithful in his promise to 
tho house of David. 

Ver. 27. For thou, O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, hast 
revealed to thy servant, saijing, I will build thee a house: 
therefore hath thy servant found in his heart to pray this 
prayer unto thee.] That he might not be thought too bold 
in his request, he professes he should not have taken this 
confidence, if God himself had not encouraged it, by his 
own most gracious promise to him. 

Ver. 28. And now, O Lord God, thou art that God, and 
thywordsbe true, and thou hast promised this goodness unto 
thy servant.] He professes his belief of the unchangeable- 
ness of God's nature, and of the truth of all that he said: 
upon which he relied with an unshaken faith. 

Ver. 20. TJierefore now let it please thee to bless the house 
of thy servant, that it may continue before thee for ever :for 
thou, O Lord God, hast spoken it; and with thy blessing let 
tlie house of thy servant be blessed for ever.] Since God had 
been so gracious as to make such promises, and his word 
could not fail; he grows more confident to repeat his peti- 
tion, which he had made before. Which is not the vain re- 
petition, condemned by our Saviour: but proceeded from 
the abundant affection of a heart devoutly affected; which 
could not sufficiently acknowledge the goodness of God, 
and express his full assurance that he would fulfil his 
word. To this purpose Abarbinel ; David did not multiply 
prayer for w r aut of faith, because he distrusted, the power' 
of God; or thought his wili was mutable; or that he doubted 
of his prophecy concerning him: but rather, this shews 
that he steadfastly rested assured of all this. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. JjlND after that it came to pass, that Davidsmote 
the Philistines, and subdued them.] In the beginning of his 
reign they invaded him twice, (v. 17. 22.) But now David 
invaded their country, and made a conquest of it: and 
brought it in subjection to the Israelites. 

And David took Metheg-Ammah out of the hand of the 
Philistines.] That is, the famous city of Gath, and the ter- 
ritories thereof (as it is expounded, 1 Chron. xviii. 1.) 
which is called Metheg-Ammah, because it stood upon 
Mount Ammah: and was as a bridle to the whole coun- 
try, whereby it was kept in obedience. So our translators 
understand the word Metheg in the margin of our Bibles. 
But R. Solomon takes it for a goad, or a staff; this city 
domineering over tlie Philistines. For we read of no king 
in any of their other cities: either in Gaza, or Ashdod, or 
Ekron, or Askelon ; but only in this : where Achish for- 
merly reigned, but, it is likely, was dead. There are se- 
veral other interpretations in Bochart's Hierozoicon, lib.ii. 
cap. 18. par. i. 

Ver. 2. And he smote Moab.] Now was fulfilled the pro- 
phecy of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17. 

And measured them with a line.] Having conquered the 
whole country, he took an exact survey of every part of it. 

Casting them to the ground.] Laying level their strong 
holds and fortified places. 
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And with two lives measured he to put to death.'] He di- 
vided the country into three equal parts ; condemning two 
of them to be destroyed. 

And with one line he saved alive.] A third part he pre- 
served, that he might not be quite dispeopled. This seve- 
rity, the Jews say, he exercised because they had slain his 
parents, and his brethren, whom he committed to the custody 
of the king of Moab during his exile, (1 Sam. xxii. 3, 4.) 
But, in truth, because the Moabites had always been im- 
placable encfities to the Israelites : theirkindness to David, 
beforcmeritioned, proceeding from their hatred to Saul. 

Andso the Moabites became David's servants, and brought 
gifts.] And paid David a constant tribute, which continued 
all his days, and in the reign of Solomon: and after the 
kingdom -was divided, it was paid to the kings of Israel; 
till after the death of Ahab they refused to pay it, as we 
read 2 Kings iii. 4, 5. 

Ver. 3. And David smote also Iladadezer, the son of 
Rehob.] Who is called also Hadarczer: for the change of 
these two letters, daleth and resch, is very frequent, as Bo- 
chartus hath shewn in many instances, par, ii. Hierozoicon, 
lib. ii. cap. 7. Nicolaus Damascenus, in a fragment of his, 
recorded by Josephus, (lib. vii. Antiq. cap. 6.) simply calls 
him Adad: which was a common name of the kings of 
Syria : who, according to the manner of the eastern princes, 
took their titles from the celestial bodies, as Sir John 
Marsham observes; and Adad was the name of the most 
glorious of them, viz. the sun, as Macrobius tells us: who 
truly saith, it signifies units, one. 

King of Zobah.] Zobah was a part of Syria, whose 
eastern border was Euphrates, as the western was the land 
of Canaan, and the kingdom of Damascus. It is frequently 
called Aram-Zobah in Scripture; of which Bochartus, in 
his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 7. where he observes the nearness 
of Zobah to Judea, from the frequent wars the Israelites 
had with that people, in the days of Saul, 1 Sam. xiv. 47, 
and David, chap. x. of this book ; and Solomon, 2 Chron. 
viii. 3. and they of Damascus came to help them, which is a 
sign they were near them (ver. 5. of this chapter), and Rezin 
fled from thence to Damascus, (1 Kings xi. 24.) And espe- 
cially be observes, that the cities Solomon built in the wil- 
derness, viz. Palmyrene, and others, (1 Kings ix. 17, 18.) 
are said to be in Hamath, 2 Chron. viii. 4. which shews 
the situation of Zobah. 

As he went to recover his border at Hie river Euphrates.] 
That is, as David went to extend the limits of his kingdom 
(according to the ancient prophecy, Gen. xv. 18.) towards 
the river Euphrates, he smote this king, who came "out, 
perhaps, to oppose him. See 1 Chron. xviii. 3. where it is 
said, he went to establish his dominions by the river Eu- 
phrates: which seems to relate to David, not to Iladadezer. 

Ver. 4. And David took from him a thousand chariots.'] 
The word chariot is not in the Hebrew: but it is well. sup- 
plied by our translators, out of 1 Chron. xvi. 4. in which 
book many things are explained, which are briefly related 
here. 

And seven hundred horsemen.] Here again is -an ellipsis, 
as in the foregoing words: for in 1 Chron. xviii. 4. it is 
said seven thousand. But as after a thousand something is 
to be understood, viz. chariots: so after seven hundred some- 
thing is to be understood, viz. captains (as Abarbinel ex- 
plains it), under whom a great many others served ; so that 



commanders and soldiers made, in all, seven thousand* 
Such an ellipsis is observed in this very book, v.. 8. tvho- 
soever smites the Jebusites, and the blind, and the lame, he. 
It is not said what shall be their reward ; which is plainly 
mentioned 1 Chron. xi. G. where it is said, he shall be chief. 
(See I/Empereur on Bava-kama, cap. 7. sect. 7.) • 

And twenty thousand footmen: and David houghed all 
the chariot horses.] Hero again is the same ellipsis, for, 
there is no word in the Hebrew for horses. Yet the mean- 
ing can be nothing else, but that he cut the hamstrings of 
the horses that drew their chariots, and made them unser- 
viceable hereafter. (See Josh. xi. 9.) Thus, in x. 18. Da- 
vid is said to have slain seven hundred chariots; that is, 
the horses of so many chariots: and in Psal. lxviii. 18. by 
the chariots of the Lord, some understood horsemen: and 
lxxvi. 6. the chariot and horse, he; thatis, as well the 
horses that drew the chariot, as they that rode in it. (See 
Bochartus, in his Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 6.) - 

But 'reserved of them for a hundred chariots.] For his 
guard, I suppose, not for. war: God having commanded 
them not to multiply horses, Deut. xvii. 16. (See thpre.) 

Ver. 5. And when the Syrians of Damascus came to suc- 
cour Hadadezer king of Zobah.] For they were neighbours 
to him, as I observed on ver. 3. 

David slew of the Syrians of Damascus twenty thousand 
men.] Which facilitated the conquest -of their country: 
which follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 6. Then David put garrisons in Syria of Damascus.] 
Aram-Damasek, which we translate Syria of Damascus, 
was-that part of Syria which lay between Libanus and An- 
tilibanus; whose chief city was Damascus, situated in a 
valley called by several names in Scripture, as Bochartus 
notes ; viz. Hoba, Gen. xiv. 15. the valley of Aven, and 
•Beth-eden, i. e* the place of pleasure, Amos i. 5. and Ha- 
drach, Zech. ix. 1. It was watered by five rivers ; the two 
principal of which descended from Mount Hermor, viz. 
Abana and Pharphar, (2 Kings v. 12.) The last of which 
ran by the walls of Damascus ; the other ran through it, and 
divided the city into two parts. * » 

And the Syrians became servants to David, and brought 
gifts.] In token of their subjection to him. 

And. the Lord preserved David tvhitjiersoever he went.] 
Kept him from all the dangers to which he was exposed in 
these wars. * > 

Ver. 7. And David took the shields of gold that were on 
the servants of Hadadezer, -and brought them to Jerusalem.] 
The Hebrew particle el y which we translate on, may better 
*be translated with; that is, in the custody of Hadadezer's 
servants, who were officers in his treasury: for it is not 
likely they brought them into the field of battle. 
* Ver. 8. And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities of 
Hadadezer, David took exceeding much brass.] These two 
cities are called by very different names in 1 Chron. xviii. 
6. though perhaps of the same signification in the language 
of that country, with these in the Hebrew language. Or 
there were four cities, perhaps, from whence he took much 
brass ; two here mentioned, and two in the book of Chro- 
nicles. It is the opinion of some learned men, that these ci- 
tieswere situated at the foot of the JVIpunt Libanus, between 
Emath and Damascus : which mount, they say, abounded 
with brass. But Bochartus could find no mention of the 
brass of Libanus in any ancient or modern writer. And the 
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kingdom of Sobali lyirig about Palmyra, he takes the city 
called Berothai to be the same with that which Ptolemy 
calls BapaSiyia in Arabia Deserta; which is very remote 
from Libanus, (par. ii. Hierozoicon, lib. Vi. cap. ult.) 

Vcr. J). Jflien Toi king of Haniath htard that David 
had smitten all the host of Hadadezer.] This city was also 
in Syria, and was called afterward Epiphania, as St. Je- 
rome says, and lay north of Judea. (Sec Bochart, in his 
Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 37.) 

Vcr. 10. Tfieu Toi sent Joram his son.*] Called Hadoram, 
1 Chron. xviii. 10. 

Unto king David.] At Jerusalem, I suppose. 
. t To salute him, and bless him'.'] To congratulate his good 
success in the war with Hadadezer; and to wish him con- 
tinued prosperity. 

Because he had fought against Hadadezer , and smitten 
him (for Hadadezer had wars with* Toi).] And was too 
hard for him. 

And Joram brought with him vessels of silver, and vessels 
of gold, and vessels of brass.] As a present to king David : 
whose friendship he sought by this~embassy. 

Ver. 11. Which also king David did dedicate unto the 
Lord.] As he did what he took from Hadadezer. " 

With the silver and gold that he had dedicated of all 
2>eople that he had subdued] These words seem' to import, 
that he was so far from multiplying silver and gold to him- 
self, (which Moses forbade, Deut! xvii.TG.) that he put all 
this spoil, or the greatest part "of it, into God's treasury: 
for the building of the temple, which he'designed, and his 
son was to accomplish, (vii. 13.) 

Ver. 12. Of Syria, and ofMoab, and of the children of 
Amnion, and of the Philistines, and of Amalek, and of the 
spoil of Hadadezer, the son of Rehob, king of Zobah:] Here 
he reckons up all the countries, besides Hadadezer's, from 
whence he brought spoil to the treasury of God. 
• Vcr. 13. And David gat him a name tohen he returned 
from' smiting the Syrians'.] His victory" over that' people, 
(mentioned ver. 5.) when they came to succour Hadadezer, 
gained him a great reputation, "as a potent prince, and a 
mighty warrior. ' . * 

In the valley of Salt, being eighteen thousand men.] There 
is nothing in the Hebrew answering to the word being: 
which therefore should be translated, m the valley of Salt 
eighteen thousand men. That is, he slew of the Edomites 
so many, besides the two-and-twenty thousand of the Sy- 
rians. So we read expressly, 1 Chron. xviii. 12; and in the 
title of the sixtieth Psalm it is said, they were Edomites, 
; not Syrians, who were slain in this valley.' Only in that 
place of the Psalms, there is mention of no'more than 
twelve thousand slain: which makes' some think it speaks 
of a distinct battle from this. But Abishai, who began the 
'fight, perhaps, slew six thousand, and then Joab, coming 
in with his reserve, slew twelve thousand more; which, in 
all, make eighteen thousand. By the valley of Salt, Epi- 
phanius understands'the Dead Sea, which Avas formerly a 
famous valley, or rather it was a valley near that sea. But 
neither of these opinions has any good foundation, as Sal- 
-masius shews: who takes this valley of Salt to have been 
'in the country of Edom, where this battle was fought; and 
to be called by this name,' either from the salt springs which 
were therein, or from the salt that was digged up there. 
(Sec his Exercit. Pliniana;, cap. 35. p. G13, G14.) 



Vcr. 14. And he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all 
Edom put he garrisons.] Having conquered the whole 
country, he garrisoned the strongest places in it, with his 
own men; to keep them in subjection to him. Some of the 
Jews translate these words, he put captains or commanders 
in Edom; that is, great men to govern' them, and, as his 
deputies, to keep them under and raise tributes, &c. 

And the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went.] 
God's providence continued still over him to protect him, 
as formerly, (ver. 6*) in all these expeditions. 

Ver. 15. And David reigned over Israel.] He had no dis- 
turbance at home, whilst he made wars abroad: but all 
Israel obeyed him." 

And David executed judgment and justice to all his peo- 
ple.] And having finished his foreign wars, he applied him- 
self to the civil government of his people, according to the 
law of God : which he executed duly by himself, or by his 
judges. Or rather, while he was engaged in so many wars 
abroad, he did not neglect his people at home ; but took 
care that justice should be administered to them. And so 
he performed both parts of such a king as the Israelites 
desired, (1 Sam. viii. 20.) '* ■ ■ 

Ver. 1G. And Joab, the so?i of Zeruiah, ivas over the 
host.] According to the promise made to that person, who 
should first enter tlie strong fort of Zion, when he assaulted 
it; (1 Chron. xi.G.) 

And Jehoshaphat, the son of Ahilud, was recorder.] The 
Hebrew word mazkir, importing something of keeping ill 
memory, or bringing to remembrance, moved our trans : 
latortf to render it tecbrder, or remembrancer, as if he 
wrote the acts of every day, which afterward w r ere di 1 - 
gested into annals. But this sure was not so considerable * 
an employment as to make him that had it the prime civil 
officer in the kingdom, as Joab was the- military. There- 
fore Victorinus Strigelius takes him to have been the 
chancellor of the kingdom: which is more likely than their 
opinion, who take him for the master of requests, who pre- 
sented" petitions, and put the king in mind of them. 

Ver; 17. And Zadok, the son of Ahitnb, and Ahimelech, 
the so7t of Abiathar, were the priests.] These two were the 
chief of the family of priests; next to the high-priest, 
which was Abiathar: called second priests in 2 Kings xv. 
18.' The former was of the family of Eleazar, (1 Chron. 
vi. 5.) the other of Ithainar. And Zadok- is put first, as 
more acceptable toDavid than the other: and therefore, it 
is likely, constantly attended at court; the family of Eli 
now beginning to decline, as in the next reign the other 
was advanced to the high-priesthood, and Abiathar and 
his posterity quite- thrown out. • (See Selden, lib. i. de 
Success, ad Pontific. cap. 4.) Cornelius Bertram hath a 
peculiar conceit, that as Abiathar was always acknow- 
ledged by David as God's high-priest, and accordingly 
took care of the ark at Jerusalem, so' Zadok, as principal 
priest among the rest, was set over the tabernacle at Gi- 
bcon. But Abarbiners opinion is farthest from truth, that 
Zadok, was now high-priest, and Abiathar but his vicar: 
which is directly against the Scripture, which shews Abia- 
thar to. have been high-priest until the days of Solomon. 
Yet to justify this, he thinks fit to tell a fabulous story 
out of Joma, and other books, which say that David re- 
moved Abiathar from his office when he fled from Absa- 
lom. For commanding him to inquire of God for liira, by 
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urim and thummim, God was pleased to give him no answer; 
but Zadok inquiring, had an answer. Whereupon David 
concluded the Spirit of God was gone from Abiathar/and 
lhat it was time to fulfil the prophecy against the house of 
Eli: and so thrust him out of his office. For which they 
have no other ground but this, that David spake first to 
Zadok, chap. xv. of this book, ver. 24. . (See J.Wagenseil 
upon Sota, p. 1G08, 1G09.) 

And Seraiah was the scribe J] Secretary of state, as. we 
now speak; tfc, as others imagine, clerk of the council, 
who set down all acts and decrees; others^ the keeper^of 
the'public accounts.. But the Hebrew word sopher (which 
we translate scribe) importing something of learning (as 
the word scribe in the New Testament doth), I take him to 
have, been his prime counsellor in the law, who always 
attended him. Constantine I/Empcreur thinks there were 
two sorts of scribes, an ecclesiastical and a civil; and here 
understands the latter: and would have him signify no 
more than the muster-master of the army. (See his Annot. 
on Bertram de Repub. Jud. p. 383, &c.) 

Ver. 18. And Benaiah, the son ofJehoiada, was over the 
CkeretMtes and the Pelethites.] Or, the Crethites and the 
Plethites, as some pronounce these words. What they 
were is variously conjectured. The most idle conceit is 
that of some of the Jewish doctors, who take them for the 
members of the great Sanhedrin, nay, for. itrim and thum- 
mim. (See Seldcn, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 15. p. C01. and 
cap. 16. p. 668.) Certain it is that they were soldiers, as 
appears from xv. 18. xx. 7. 1 Kings i. 34. where they arc 
mentioned as present at the proclaiming king Solomon 
against Adonijah: which could not have been done safoly 
without some armed- force; and if they were not the per- 
sons, there were none. Yet they were not common soldiers, 
but the constant guards of David's person; like the praeto- 
rian bands among the Romans. So Joscphus calls them 
uu}fiaTO(j>vXaKtc, keepers of the body, who never departed 
4rom the place where the king was: as we may be satisfied 
by this, that they had a peculiar commander, and were not 
under Joab, the captain of the host; but are distinguished 
from his soldiers, xx. 6, 7. Some make them men of a gi- 
gantic stature, but I know no ground for that; though, no 
doubt, they were proper men, as we speak, robust, and of 
tried fidelity: who, in the rebellion against David, did 
not desert David, but stuck close to him, (xv. 18.). It is 
further probable, that they were selected out of a certain 
nation or family. For the Cherethites inhabited part of 
Palestine, and were indeed the same with the Philistines, 
as I observed upon 1 Sam. xxx. 14. and see Zcph. ii. 5. 
The Pclcthitcs, it is likely, were a family in Israel: for we 
find two of the name of Peleth mentioned in Scripture: 
one of the tribe of Reuben, Numb. xvi. 1.. another of Ju- 
dah, 1 Chron. ii. 33. Their arms were bows and arrows, 
and slings, if we may believe the Chaldec interpreter, who 
calls them archers and slingers: asProcopius Gazoeus calls 
them jaculatores et sagittarios. Which may be confirmed 
by this conjecture, that the Philistines having sorely galled 
the Israelites, in the fatal battle with Saul, by their archers, 
David took care not only to have his people instructed in 
the use of the bow, but also procured some archers from 
the Cherethites, who were a part of the Philistines, to be his 
guard: as some princes now get the Switzcrs. (See my 
notes upon 1 Sam. xxxi. 3. and upon the first chapter of 



this book, ver. 18.) The number of them may be probably 
gathered from the targets and shields of gold that Solo- 
mon made, which were five hundred, (1 Kings x. 16, 17.) 
and were for the use of his guard, (2 Chron/ xii. 9 — 11.) 
and kept in the guard-chamber. 

; They that would see more of them, may look into a 
little treatise of Opitius, which is wholly upon this sub- 
ject: and Fortunatus Scacchus treats largely of them in 
his JVIyrothecium, iii. cap. 16-^-18. where he hath this sin- 
gular opinion, p. 181. that the Cherethites were inferior to 
the Pelcthites: but, I think, with reason concludes, that 
they were the king's domestics, and lay in his palace, or 
about it, in the night: which. he gathers from 1 Kings i. 33. 
where JDavid bids Nathan, and Zadok, and Benaiah, take 
with them the servants of their lord, and make Solomon 
king; arid' accordingly they took the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites with them; (verJ 38.) and from the story of 
that brave man Uriah, who would not go to his own 
house to his wife, when Joab and thehost lay in the field; 
but went and slept at the door of the king's house With the 
servants of his lord; that is, with these Cherethites and Pe^ 
lethites, (chap. xi. of this book, ver. 9.) 

And David's sons were chief rulers.} So the Hebrew w T ord 
cohen often signifies, not only a priest, but a prince; as 
many learned men have observed: particularly Hackspan, 
in his Miscellanea, lib. i."cap;5. sect. 15. but especially 
Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 16. p. 671, &c. where he 
shews, that the Hebrew word signifies any minister, either 
of God or of man : as, in the twentieth chapter of this book, 
(ver. 26.) Ira, the Jairite, is said to be a cohen, which wc 
translate chief ruler, about David; and so the Cbaldee, and 
the Spanish Jews, a principal officer. But by the law, nei- 
ther he'nbr David's sons could be priests. There can be, 
therefore, no doubt of this, that they were the principal 
officers in "the court of David, the prime ministers of his^ 
household: such as, among us, are the lord high-chamber- 
lain, steward, treasurer, &c. as appears from.l Chron. 
xviii. 17. where this matter is thus explained, they were at 
the hand of the king: waiting on him, as chief officers in 
his court, or, a$ Cornelius Bertram explains it, " publicos 
et primarios ministros," the public and principal ministers 
of state. (See Bochartus, lib. ii. Canaan, cap. 17.) And 
this was the reason, they say, of Absalom's discontent, that 
he was not one of these Av\apx al >' or > had not a place, 
according to his mind. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JjLND David said, Is there yet any that is left of 
the house of Saul, that I may shew him kindness for Jona- 
than's sake?] Having ended his wars, and settled his king- 
dom and court, now he considers what private; obligations 
he had ; especially to the house of Saul, but above all to 
Jonathan. For he promised Saul, with an oath, that he 
would not cut off his secd;(l Sam. xxiv. 21; 22.) and had 
made a covenant of friendship with Jonathan and his pos- 
terity for ever; confirmed also by an oath, (1 Sam. xx. 14 
—17. 42 % xxiii. 18.) 

Ver. 2. And there was of the house of Saul a servant, 
tvhose name was Ziba>] He had been employed in some, 
business in Saul's family ; but being a Canaanitc (as;some 
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of the Jews will have it), he did not recover his liberty 
with the death of Saul, but still continued in servitude 
under David. 

And when they had called him unto David, the king said 
unto him, Art thou Ziba? And he said, Thy servant is he.'] 
He was in such an inferior station, that David did not 
know him ; though some among his courtiers did. 

Ver. 3. And the king said, Is there yet any of the house of 
Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God unto him? And 
Ziba said unto the king, Jonathan hath yet a son, which is 
lame on his feet.] Hero David, like a good man, and a worthy 
friend, and a noble prince, thinks how he may perform his 
promiso to Jonathan, 1 Sam. xx. 14. where he obliged him- 
self to shew Me kindness of the Lord, that is, great kind- 
ness, to his posterity, 

Ver. 4. And the king said unto Jam, Where is lie? And 
Ziba said, He is in the house ofMachir, the son of Amniiel, 
in Lo-debar.] A place on the other side Jordan, in Mount 
Gilead, (see xvii. 27.)where, it is likely, his friends thought 
him safe : being far ifrom David; whom they looked upon 
as an enemy. (See ver. 7.) 

Ver. 5. Then king David sent, and fetched him out of the 
house ofMachir, the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar.] It is 
likely he sent Ziba to bring him to court, and to assure him 
of the king's kindness. Uo 

Ver. G. Now when Mephibosheth.] Called also Merib- 
foaal, 1 Chron. viii. 34. ix. 40. 

Tlie son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, was come to David, 
he fell on his face, and did reverence.] As the manner was 
when men came into the presence of the king, or the king's 
son: for thus David himself did to Jonathan, (1 Sam. 
xx. 41.) 

And David said unto him, Mephibosheth! And he an* 
siuered, Behold thy servant. 1 ] The king spake in a very 
friendly manner to him : and he answered as humbly. 

Ver. 7. And David said unto him, Fear not.] This inti- 
mates that he had apprehensions David might have an 
evil eye upon him, as one that had a pretence to the king- 
dom. * 

Far I will shew thee kindness for Jonathanthy father's 
sake, and will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father.] 
Which he had purchased before he was king, or acquired 
afterward, or was descended to him from his father: but 
had been confiscated (asD. Kimchi observes) to the king's 
exchequer, because Ish-bosheth and the house of Saul had 
rebelled against David, who was the Lord's anointed. And 
accordingly afterward David gave all this land to Ziba, 
when he accused Mephibosheth of treason against him, 
xvi. G. (See Selden, de Succession, ad Leges Hebraeorum, 
cap. 25. fol. 89.) 

And thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.] As one 
of his own children, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 8. And he bowed himself] In token of his thank- 
fulness. 

And said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look 
upon such a dead dog as I am?] This is a high expression 
of his unworthiness of any favour. For a dog was ac- 
counted a vile and unclean creature, and a; dead dog was 
of no use at all. See iii. 8. 1 Sam. xxiv. 15. where David 
spake thus to Saul, as Helena (Bochart observes). did to 
Hector. There being no greater expression of humility 
than this, for one to bo so'abject as to call himself a dog. 



In like manner, he that calls another so, (as Abishai doth 
Shimei, and Ulysses doth the wooers, to whom he calls 
S) kvvcc> Odyss. x.) expresses the utmost contempt of 
him. 

Ver. 9. Then the king called to Ziba, SauFs servant, and 
said unto him, I have given unto thy master's son all that per* 
iained to Saul, and to all his house.] Some understand by 
his master's son the son of Mephibosheth, (called Micab, 
ver. 12.) because Ziba was not to provide for Mephibo- 
sheth himself, who was to be maintained by the king at his 
royal table. But it may as well be thought to be meant of 
Mephibosheth, who had this estate given him for such Uses 
as he should think fit to appoint. 

Ver. 10. Thou therefore, thy sons, and thy servants, shall 
till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in the fruit, that 
thy master's son may have food to eat.] This may seem to 
favour what was said before, that he was to "manage the 
land for the benefit of Micah the son of Mephibosheth and 
his household, who were to be maintained out of the pro- 
duct of it: but the following words, I think, shew the 
contrary. f 

But Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread always 
at my table.] Now he declares publicly what be had said 
privately to Mephibosheth. Who' being the person here 
plainly called his master's son (i. f. the son of Jonathan), it 
inclines me to conclude that he is understood before by 
that name: whose family was to be maintained by the fruit 
of the estate that David gave him, though he himself was 
to eat always with David. 

Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.] Who 
were sufficient to manage a very great estate. 

Ver. 11. Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all 
that my lord the king hath commanded his servant, so will 
thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall 
eat at my table, asoneofthe king's sons.] Those words, said 
the king, are not in the original text: so that these words 
may be thought to be Ziba's : who said he would keep a 
table for Mephibosheth also, if David pleased, and enter- 
tain him royally, the land being sufficient to afford it. But 
I do not see how he could call it my table; which must 
be the language of David: w r ho now repeated what he had 
said before, that Ziba should take no care of Mephibosheth. 

Ver. 12. And Mephibosheth had a young son, whose name 
was Micah.] Who had many, sons, from whom issued a nu 
merous progeny, which lasted many generations, (1 Chron. 
viii. 34, 35, &c. ix. 40, 41, &c.) 

And all that dwelt in tlie house of Ziba were servants unto 
Mephibosheth.] And consequently accountable to him for 
all that they received out of the estate: which, it appears 
by this, was settled upon him. 

Ver. 13. So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem.] Ziba went 
to take care of his land, which was at Gibeah of Benja- 
min, but Mephibosheth stayed with the king, that hemight 
partake of his bounty. 

For he did eat bread continually at the king's table ; and 
was lame on both his feet.] Though he could not go, yet he 
was carried thither; for so the words may be translated, 
though he was'Jame, &c. This defect and blemish did not 
hinder him from being entertained by the king with the 
greatest kindness: which procured him, though despicable 
in his person, honour from the people, as one in great favour 
with their king. ; 
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CHAR X, 

Ver. 1. J±ND it came to. pass after this 9 that the king of 
the children ofAmmon died.'] Who, it appears by the next 
verse, was Nahash: to whom Saul gave a very great defeat 
at Jabesh-Gilead, (I Sam. xi.) 

And Hanun his son reigned in his stead.] For it seems 
that was an hereditary kingdom, as most were in those 
countries and times. 

Ver. 2. Then said David, I voill shew kindness to Hanun 
the son of Nahash, for his father shewed kindness unto me.] 
All generous minds are full of gratitude and compassion, 
as Strigelius here observes out of several heathen authors. 
But there is no example of it greater than in David, who 
remembers ancient benefits received from Nahasb, and 
pitied his son who had lost such a father. What those ..be- 
nefits were is uncertain. Some of the Jews say he fled to 
him, when he durst not stay with Achish, and he received 
him kindly; others, that he entertained his relations, when 
the king of Moab, to whom David committed them, slew 
some of them: but it is most probable, that, being an ene- 
my to Saul, who had given him a great overthrow, he 
proved a friend to David when he was persecuted by .him, 
and sent him relief and assistance, and perhaps offered him 
his protection. . 

And David sent to comfort him by the hand of his servants 
for his father.] According to the present custom among 
princes, who send some of their courtiers to condole the loss 
of those with whom they live in friendship. 

And David's servants came into the land of the childrenof 
Ammon.] Where they had audience of Hanun, arid de- 
livered their message: which his court sinistrously inter- 
preted,, as appears by the next verse. 

Ver. 3. And the princes of the children of Ammon.] Who 
bare a great sway in all public affairs. 

Said unto Hanun their lord, TJiinkest thou that David 
doth honour thy father, that he hath sent comforters unto 
thee?] They measured his affection by their own: who 
having no kindness for David, imagined he had as little for 
them. 

.Hath not David rather sent his servants to search the 
city, and to spy it out ?] Nothing so w T ell meant but may be 
ill interpreted; and is wont to be so by men who love no- 
body but themselves! 

To overthrow it.] They persuade him that these ambas- 
sadors came only to observe where the city was weakest, 
and might be most successfully assaulted and taken. 

Ver. 4. Wherefore Hanun took David*s servants, and 
shaved off one half of their beards.] Ho was not only very 
credulous, but very ill natured ; for otherwise he would 
have civilly dismissed them, whatsoever his courtiers sus- 
pected, or kept them in an honourable custody till the 
truth had been discovered. But this was the highest dis- 
grace that could be put upon them : for all people thought 
their hair a great ornament, and never shaved their heads 
or their beards but in case of mourning: which was forbid 
to the Israelites, (Lev. xix. 27. Deut. xiv. 1.) And there- 
fore, when he had caused one half of their beards to be cut 
off, they abhorred to cut the other; which made them look 
ridiculously. (Sec Isa. xv. 2. Jcr. xli. 5- xlviii. 37.) We 
learn what a foul disgrace, yea, a heavy punishment, this 



was in ancient times, from Nicolaus Damascenus, men- 
tioned by Stobseus,'tit. 42. w r ho says; that among the In- 
dians the king commanded the greatest offenders to be 
shaven, KcAtutf tcdpaaSat tog la-)(arr\q 7tn<opiag, as the heaviest 
punishment he could inflict upon them.' And Tacitus 
saith, that there were few adulteresses among the ancient 
Germans, whose punishment was left to the husbands : and 
they were wont to cut off their hair, and turn them naked 
out of doors, and whip them through the streets. (See 
Georg. Ritterhusius de Jure Asylorum, cap. 10.) And at 
this day this is the greatest indignity that can be offered to 
any man in Persia, to cause his beard to be shaved off: as 
Tavernier relates in his Indian Travels, p. 121. where he 
tells us the sophi caused an ambassador of Aurengzebe to 
be thus used, telling him he was not worthy to weaT a 
beard, arid thereupon commanded it to be. shaved oft". 
Which was just like this act of Hanun. And Aurengzebe 
most highly resented the affront that was offered him in the 
person of his ambassador, as David did this which was of- 
fered him in his. 

And cut their garments to the middle, even to their but- 
tocks, and sent them away.] Long garments down to the 
heels were worn in those countries, especially by honour- 
able persons : and therefore the king of Ammon still put a 
further indignity upon them, in cutting their garments short, 
even to the middle: whereby those parts were exposed: 
which required to be covered. For the Israelites did not, 
wear breeches, as we do : so that their long garments being 
cut to the middle, their nakedness might be seen. (See 
Isa. xx. 4.) 

Ver. 5. And when they told it unto David, he sent to 
meet them, because they were greatly ashamed.] Therefore 
he sent, no doubt, clothes to cover them, together with the 
following advice. 

And the king said, Tarry at Jericho.] Which was the 
first place to which they came in the land of Canaan : and 
now a private village, where they might obscure them- 
selves, till they were fit to appear in public. 

Until your beards be grown, and then return.] For it was 
a reproach in that country to have no beard. And though 
it was well known how they came to be deprived of them, 
yet it was not fit that persons of their quality should appear 
unlike all other men. 

Ver. G. And when the children ofAmmon saw that they 
stank before David,] They wanted not intelligence how 
heinously David resented the barbarous usage of his am- 
bassadors: which is expressed by a phrase, which signifies 
that they were become very odious to him. (See Gen. 
xxxiv. 30.) 

T/ie children of Ammon sent and hired the Syrians of 
Beth-rehob.] They distrusted their own strength, and there- 
fore hired auxiliary forces of their neighbours : particularly 
those of Beth-rehob, which was a city belonging to the 
Canaanites rather than the Syrians (as Bochart observes), 
who were only borderers upon it. v 

And the Syrians ofZobah, twenty thousand footmen.] Con- 
cerning Zobah, see viii. 3. 

And of king Maacah a thousand men.] Maacah also was 
a city in Palestine, beyond Jordan, in the tribe of Manasseh, 
as Itehob was in the tribe of Asher, (Josh. xiii. 11. xix. 28.) 
but the Canaanites kept them out of the possession of both, 
(Josh. xiii. 13, Judg. i. 31.) Therefore Bpchartus confutes 
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those who think Aram-Maacah was the country of Coma- 
gcna: for though Aram commonly signifies Syria, which 
was divided into many countries, yet the Scriptures shew 
these places were not in Syria. But the people of "them 
were called Syrians, because they imitated their manners: 
as the woman in the gospel is called Syro-Phoenician, 
though she was a woman of Canaan, Matt. xv. 22. Mark 
vii. 26. (Sec his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. G. latter end.) 

And of Ish-tob twelve thousand men.] Or, of the men of 
Tob: a country unto which Jcphthah fled from his unkind 
brethren. (See Judg. xi. 3.) 

Vcr. 7. And when David heard of it, he sent Joab, and the 
host of the mighty jnen.] He did not think it prudent to 
stay till they assaulted him in his own country, but went 
and invaded theirs. 

. Vcr. 8. And the children of Ammon came out, and put 
the battle in array at the entering in of the gate.] They 
drew up their army either before Kabbah, the metropolis 
of their country, or before Medeba (in the borders of it), 
where their confederates were pitched, (1 Chron, xix. 7.) 

And the Syrians ofZobah, and ofRehob, and Ish-tob, and 
Maacah, were by themselves in the field.] They kept their 
mercenary forces in the field, and would not let them come 
into their cities. 

Ver. 9. And when Joab saw that the front of the battle 
was against him before and behind.] Jn the Hebrew, the 
face of the battle, &c. t. e. they had divided their forces; 
the Syrians appearing before him, and the Ammonites 
behind him. 

He chose of all the choice men of Israel, and put them in 
array against the Syrians.] He also, like an expert com- 
mander, presently divided his army into two bodies, and 
picked out the best soldiers to engage the Syrians, who, it 
seems, were the strongest, or most valiant. 

Ver. 10; And the rest of the people he delivered into the 
hand of Abishai his brother, that he might put them in array 
against the children of Ammon.] tie was also an expe- 
rienced captaia, who seems to have to deal with that body 
of the enemies which was behind them, as Joab with those 
before him. / 

Ver. 11. And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for 
me, then thou shalt help me; but if the children of Ammon 
be too strong for thee, then I will come and help thee.] Send 
a detachment, as they now speak, from the strongest body 
to that which proved weaker. 

Ver. 12. Be of good courage, and let us play the men for 
our people, and for the cities of our God.] The words were 
not spoken, I suppose, to Abishai alone; but to all the 
army by their officers ; that they might not be disheartened 
at the sight of such numerous forces; as in a manner en- 
compassed them: but be so much the mors resolute, for 
the preservation of their country. 

And the Lord do that which seemetli him good.] If they 
did their duty; he trusted God's providence would favour 
them: however, it would be some comfort, that they had 
done their best. 

Ver. 13. And Joab drew nigh, and the people that were 
with him, unto the battle against the Syrians: and they fled 
before him.] He did very prudently in assaulting the mer- 
cenary army first; for they that arc hired to fight generally 
have a great care to save themselves: having no regard to 
the cause for which they fight. 



Ver. 14. And when the children of Ammon saiu that the 
Syrians were fled. ] On whom they principally relied. 

Then fled they also before Abishai, and entered into the 
city.] They seem not to have struck a stroke; but provided 
also for their safety, in the city near to which their army 
was drawn up. 

And Joab returned from the children of Ammon, and came 
to Jerusalem.] Here is no* account of the number of the 
slain, which, I suppose, were few or none, because they did 
not fight, but flee. The year also seems to have been so 
far spent, that it was hot a season fit for laying a siege to 
the city; (Sec the next chapter, ver. 1.) 

Ver. 15. And when the Syrians saw that they were smitten 
before Israel, they gathered themselves together.] Fearing 
David would fall upon them for assisting his enemies, they 
resolved to be beforehand with him; and therefore levied a 
new army to invade him. ; 

Ver. 1G. And Iladadezer."] Who. was the king of Aram- 
Zobah, in Mesopotamia. 

Sent, and brought out the Syrians that werebeyond the 
river.] i. e. Beyond Euphrates; which was the bound of his 
territories eastward. (See viii.3.)' ' : 

And came to Helam.] A place, I suppose, on the borders 
of Hadadezer's Country, westward. 

And Shobach, the captain of the host of Iladadezer, went 
before them.] Commanded both his forces and theirs which 
came to his assistance. 

Ver. 17. And when it was told David, he gathered 'all 
Israel together, and passed over Jordan,, and came to He* 
lam.] In this expedition David seems to have commanded 
his army in his' own person. ' 

And the Syrians set themselves in array against David, 
and fought xvillt him.] They seem to have begun the fight. * 

Ver. 18. And the Syrians fled before Israel; and David 
slew the men of seven hundHd chariots.] That is, seven 
thousand men, who belonged to those seven hundred cha- 
riots, as it is explained in 1 Chron;xix.*18. 

And forty thousand horsemen.] In that place of the Chro- 
nicles it is said forty thousand footmen. Which teaches us 
how to explain the w r ords here ; viz. that they were mixed 
together, horse and foot : and that in all there were .slain 
forty thousand of them, part horsemen and part footmen. 

And smote Shobach, the captain of their host, who died 
there.] Was slain upon the spot (as we speak); being a va- . 
liant man, who chose to be killed, rather than fly. 

Ver. 19. And when all the kings that were servants of 
Iladadezer saw that they were smitten before Israel. ] There 
were several petty kings that were subject to Hadadez6r: 
who was the most powerful prince thereabout. 

They made peace with Israel, and served them.] As, I 
suppose, Iladadezer himself also did : whereby God ful- 
filled his promise to Abraham (which was renewed to Jo- 
shua) of enlarging the dominion of his posterity, as far as 
Euphrates.* (Sec Gen. xv. 18. Josh. i. 2 — 4.) 

So the Syrians feared to help the children of Ammon any 
more.'] But left them to shift for themselves: insomuch that, 
as it follows, David conquered their country. 



■'■ CHAP. XI. 

Vcr. 1. JjlND it came to pass, that after the year was ex- 
pired.] In the Hebrew, at the return of the year: that is, 
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ia the spring-time, he sent forth his armies to do that which 
he could not do in the conclusion of the* former year; when 
the season was not fit for action, as I observed upon the 
fifteenth verse of the foregoing chapter. For the year end- 
ing with .the month Adar, the next year began in the month 
Nisan : which was a fit time to march into the field to make 
war; and so commonly employed, that it seems to have 
had its name (as Bochartus* observes) from Nislm:. which 
signifies military ensigns, which were wont to be advanced 
in that month. And, in like manner, the month we call 
March, had its name among the Romans from Mars, their 
god of war : because then they began their military expe- 
ditions. (See his Hierozoicon, par. i.lib. ii. cap. 50.) 

At the time that kings go forth to battle.] .These words, to 
battle, are added for explication's sake : but they are not in ' 
the Hebrew; in which language to go forth signifies to go 
forth to war/ (See Gen. x.'ll. Isa. xlii. 13. Zech. xiv. 3. 
and other places,* mentioned by the same great man, par. ii* 
lib. iv. cap. 2.) 

That David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all 
Israel.] All his soldiers. 

And they destroyed the children of Ammon.] Laid waste 
their country, and killed all the people they could meet with. 

And besieged Kabbah.] The royal city of the Ammonites, 
(Dent. iii. 11.) .c 

But David tarried still at Jerusalem.'] He committed the 
care of this w r ar* to Joab, and did not himself go out to 
fight: as he had done before against Hadadezer. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass in an evening-tide.] In the 
afternoon, when the sun was declining. . ' 

That David rose from his bed.] Where he had lain down 
to sleep, in the heat of the day; as the manner was in those 
countries, (iv. 5.) 

And walked upon theroof of his house.] To take the fresh 
air: for their roofs were flat; (See Deut. xxii. 8.) 

And from the roof he saw a woman washing herself] In 
her garden, where she bathed ; or in her chamber, the case- 
ments being open. The first is most probable : and that 
she washed to cleanse herself from such legal impurities 
as are mentioned Lev. xv. 19. which is more likely than 
that she did it for pleasure, or merely to cool herself in a 
hot day, as some understand it. The fourth verse suffi- 
ciently explains this matter. : * 

And the woman tvas very beautiful to look upon.] Of a 
delicate shape, and lovely countenance and complexion. 
Thus Jupiter is said to have seen Proserpina washing her- 
self, and exposing her whole body to his view : which in- 
flamed his lust after her. . 

AovofJiivrjg oXov et$og t&pKcro TltQaztyovzir\g. .' - 
As Nonnus hath it in his Dionys. (See Spanhemius ad 
vers. 53. Callim. Hymn, in Lavacrum Palladis.) 

Ver. 3. And David sent and inquired after her.] That if 
she was a single woman he might take her for his wife. 

And one said, Is not this Bdth-sheba, the daughter ofEliam, 
the wife of Uriah the Ilittite?] This seems to be the answer 
of him who was sent to inquire about her, that he need not 
trouble himself any farther, for she was another man's wife. 
AVho is.called a Ilittite, because he was so by nation, but 
a proselyte to the Jewish religion : and for his valour made 
one of the king's guard among the Chcrethites and the Pe- 
lethites, which was the reason, perhaps, that he had a house 
so near the king's. 
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Ver. .4. And David sent messengers to her, and took h€r\] 
Notwithstanding he was informed she was another man's 
wife, he sent messengers to her to invite her to his palace : 
into .which he receivedher.* This was a very great crime, 
being done deliberately and advisedly : and is here re- 
corded for several great ends and purposes. First, that 
the best men' may be sensible in what'iieed they stand 
continually of the' Divine assistance: which, therefore, 
they ought to pray for earnestly, and watch as well as 
pray, that they fall not into temptation. And- we should 
all learn from hence, that they are but men whose examples 
are set before lis ;' and therefore we must live by rule, and 
not merely, by example'. And that we ought to take heed 
of sloth and idleness : being always well employed, and 
not giving ourselves liberty to gaze iipon temptations. 

* And she came in unto him, and lay with him (for she was 
purified from her uncleanness).~\ Which shews the reason 
why she conceived so quickly. (See Grotius.) . ii 

And she returned to her house.] Early in the. morning, I 
suppose, that she might not be discovered. »The Tal- 
mudists are so desirous to excuse their ancestors from all 
blemishes, that they say David committed no sin in lying 
with Bath-sheba: but only in causing Uriah to be killed. 
For, when any man went to war, he gave his wife, they 
pretend, a bill of. divorce: so that if .he. -was killed in the 
war, it was not adultery in another man, who lay with 
her, as soon as the bill was given. This monstrous opinion 
is seriously maintained by R. Samuel Laniado against 
Abarbinel; who honestly acknowledges, and strenuously 
proves, David was guilty of a very foul adultery: which 
was the more criminal, because it -was. with 'the wife of a 
faithful servant of his, -who then served him in his wars. 
(See Buxtorf.de Sponsal. et Divort. sect. 43, &c. and 
Selden, in his Uxor. Hebraica, lib. iii.'cap.' 19. p. 441.)". % 

Ver. 5. And the woman conceived, and sent and told Da* 
vid y saying, I am with child.] She was afraid of infamy, 
and, perhaps, of the severity of herhusbahd; who might 
cause her to be stoned : and therefore prays David to con- 
sult her honour and her safety. 

Ver. 6. And David sent unto Joab, saying, Send me Uriah 
the Ilittite. And Joab sent Uriah to David.] With an ac- 
count of the state of the war; which David, it is likely, 
desired. 

Ver. 7. And when Uriah was come unto him, David de- 
manded of him how Joab, and how the people did, and how 
the war prospered.] Some think (particularly P. Martyr) 
that these were sueh ordinary questions, as betrayed this 
was not ,the business for which he commanded him to be 
sent: but the last words import, that after the common 
questions of Joab's and the people's health, he inquired 
how the siege went on; what approaches they had made to 
the city ; what hopes they had of taking it ; in what time ; 
with other things of like nature, which were of importance. 
*. Ver. 8. And David said, Go down to thy house and wash 
thy feet.] As the manner of travellers was : this being a 
great refreshment after their journey. 

And Uriah departed out of the king's house, and there* 
followed him a mess of meat from the king.] In token of his 
extraordinary favour and kindness to him: and that, eat- 
ing freely of goodcheer, he might be the more desirous to 
enjoy the company. of his wife. Abarbinel thinks this was 
a very sinful contrivance of David, to endeavour to have 
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his child thought the child of Uriah ; or, at least, it was 
very much below his dignity, ho thinks, to have one of his 
own progeny pass for an ordinary man. 

Ver. 9, But Uriah slept at the door of the king's house 
with the servants of his lord, and went not down to his 
house.'] Like a true soldier, he lay all night in the guard- 
chamber (with the Cherethites and Pelethites), and not with 
bis wife. By which means God's providence so ordered it, 
that the crime of this prince (who had been so admirably 
instructed in his duty) should not be concealed, as he 
intended. - 

Ver. ]0. And when they had told David, saying, Uriah 
went not down to his house.'] They that carried the mess of 
meat after. him gave David this information. 

David said unto Uriah, Camest thou not from thy jour* 
ney ? wherefore then didst thou not go down to thine house ?] 
He still pretended kindness to him, and great care of him ; 
telling him he expected no service of him here ; especially 
after a journey. . . 

Ver. 11. And Uriah said unto David, The arJc, and 
Israel, andJudah, abide in tents.] It seems they still con- 
tinued the custom which we read of 1 Sam. iv. 4. of carry- 
ing the ark into the field, as a token of the Divine presence 
with them, and favour to.thcm: and that they might consult 
the Divine Majesty in any difficult cases. . 

And my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are en- 
camped in the open field.] , Where they lay upon the ground 
in their tents. It is an idle conceit of Laniado, before- 
mentioned, that Uriah was guilty of treason, in calling 
Jozib.my lord, in the presence. of David: for which he pre- 
tends David might lawfully put him to death. 

Shall I then go unto my house,.to eat and to drink, and 
to lie with my'wife? As thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not do. this thing.] These are not two oaths, but the 
repetition, of the same: which was pronounced with such 
vehemence, that David's heart, it might have been ex- 
pected, should have been deeply touched, to think how he 
had abused so brave a man: and made him reflect how 
vilely he indulged himself .in sinful pleasure, whilst this 
man and the rest gloriously endured all manner, of hard- 
ships, and refused the most innocent pleasure, for the serr 
yice of their country: but he was so corrupted for the pre- 
sent, that he was troubled to find Uriah so true a soldier. 

Ver. 12. And David said to Uriah, Tarry here to-day 
also, and to-morrow I will let thee depart. So Uriah abode 
in Jerusalem that day and the morrow.] He still, pretended 
more kindness to him in giving him time to rest himself 
after his journey: and perhaps, pretended, also, that he 
himself could not sooner finish his dispatches. 

Ver. 13. And when David had called him.] Invited him 
tQ supper the night before he went ziway. 

He did eat and drink before him; and he made him drunk: 
and at even he wentout to lie on his bed with the servants 
of his lord, and went not down to his house.] The Hebrew 
word doth not certainly signify that he was quite drunk; 
but that he drank so much, that he Mas verymerry. How- 
ever, Plutarch observes, that bra^c men, even when they 
have drunk too much, preserve their modesty and gravity: 
just as good horses are orderly, even when their reins arc 
let loose. This was an addition to David's sin, that he en- 
deavoured to intoxicate Uriah, and thereby make him for- 
get his oath beforementioncd. 



Ver. 14. And it came to pass in the morning, that David 
wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the. hand of Uriah.] 
Who, if he suspected any thing of the adultery, as some 
think he did (and therefore, resolving it should be dis- 
covered, would not go home, to his wife), yet was so trusty 
a servant, he would not open the letter, to find what was 
in it. 

Ver. 15. And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set Uriah in 
the forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, 
that he may be smitten, and die.] Thus one sin begets many, 
depriving men of the. use of their understanding. For 
he might better, as Abarbinel observes, have, told Uriah 
the truth, and begged his pardon, and obliged him to stay 
with him until the child was born, and then secretly put it 
out to nurse: whereby the matter might have been so 
managed, that it should not have been commonly divulged, 
or not certainly believed. But his eyes were blinded; and 
his very nature was altered, and become base and degene- 
rate, now lie had given himself up to sensuality. For he 
that formerly spared Saul, when he could have destroyed 
him, and no one have known who did it, seeks the death of 
a faithful servant after a most unworthy manner. 
. Ver. 1G. And it came to pass, when Joab observed the 
city, that he assigned Uriah unto a place where valiant men 
were.] Ordered him to attack apart of the city which he 
knew would be valiantly defended: or, to make good a 
breach, out of which the best men they had in the city would 
issue out against them. Joab was herein also deeply guilty* 
in complying with such a command : unless we suppose that 
he might imagine Uriah had committed some great crime; 
for which David, consulting Uriah's honour, would not 
punish him openly. 

Ver. 17. And the men of the city went out, and fought 
tvith Joab.] They seem to have made a sally out of the city 
upon the Israelites, when they saw they were preparing for 
an assault.. 

And there fell some of the people of the servants of David, 
and Uriah the Hittite died.also.] This was a further aggra- 
vation of David's sin, that he not only exposed an inno- 
cent and a valiant faithful servant to be killed, but other 
persons also with him, who might have lived to do good 
service to their country:, for it is not to be imagined that 
one person alone was set in the forefront, where the ser* 
vice was hottest, (as David ordered, ver. 15.) but there was 
a party of stout men with Uriah, whom he led on. 

Ver. 18. Then Joab sent and told David all things con- 
cerning the war.] How it was managed, and what ill suc- 
cess they had in one engagement. 

Ver. 19. And charged the messenger, saying, When thou 
hast made an end of telling the matters of the war vnto the 
king.] Especially this last action., 

. Ver. 20. And if so be the king's wrath arise, and he say 
unto thee, Wherefore approached ye so nigh unto the city 
when ye did fight? knew ye not that they would shoot front 
the ivall?] All good kings arc careful to preserve their sub- 
jects; and therefore it must be supposed David would be 
angry when he heard of this loss ; till he reflected upon 
the reason why they were exposed to such danger. 

Ver. 21. Who smote Abimelech the son of Jernbbesheth ?] 
These arc still the words the king might be supposed to say ; 
How came Abimelech to lose his life? Was it not by ven- 
turing too near the wall ? He calls him the son of'Jerub- 
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besheth, who in the book of Judges is called the son of 
Jerubbaal : of which see upon the second chapter of this 
book, ver. #. 

Did not a woman cast a piece of .a millstone upon him 
from the ivall, that he died in Tltebez? Why went ye so 
nigh the ivall?} Having such an example, to make you 
more cautious. 

Then say, Tliy servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.} 
Which he knew would soon pacify him. 

Ver. 22. So the messenger went, and came and shewed 
fiavid all that Joab had sent him for J] The whole process 
of the war hitherto, but more particularly the event of the 
last engagement, as it here follows. 

Ver. 23. And the messenger said unto David, Surely the 
men prevailed against its, and came out unto vs into the field, 
and we were upon them even unto, the entering of the gate.} 
The account he gives of the last action is this : that the 
Ammonites made a sally, and were too hard for the Israel- 
ites, whom they put into some disorder; but they, plucking 
up their courage, rallied again, and beat the Ammonites 
back, following them to the very gate of their city. 

Ver. 24. And the shooters shot from off the wall upon thy 
servants; and some of the king's servants be dead, and thy 
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.} These shooters 
were cither archers, or such as managed the machines 
(which perhaps they had in these days, as they had after- 
ward among the Romans), out of which they shot arrows 
and stones; Vitruvius says, that out of their catapulted and 
scorpiones they shot arrows, and ont of their batistes they 
shot stones. . Others say the quite contrary, as Goteschal- 
chus Stewecius shews, in his learned commentary on the 
fourth book of Vcgetius, lib. de Re Militari, p. 446, &c. 

Ver. 25. Then David said unto the messenger, Tims shalt 
thou say unto Joab, Let not this thing displease thee.} That 
is, be not disheartened by this loss. David shewed no sign 
of displeasure, expecting to hear the news ho desired of 
Uriah's death. 

. For the sword devoureth one as well as another.} Makes 
no distinction between good and bad. 

Make thy- battle more strong against the city, and over- 
thrown.} He would have this defeat make them more re- 
solntc, to assault the city with greater force, till they were 
masters of it. 

And encourage thou him.} i. e. Joab and his soldiery. 

Ver. 26. And when the wife of Uriah heard that her hus- 
band tvas dead, she mourned for her husband.} But not 
long : for then David could not have taken her soon enough 
into his house to cover his adultery. The common time 
was seven days, (1 Sam. xxxi. 7.) 

Ver. 27. And when the mourning was past, David sent, 
and fetched her to his house, and she became his wife, and 
bare him a son. But the thing that David had done dis- 
pleased the Lord.} This whole business was evil in the eyes 
of God (as the words are in the Hebrew), not only his adul- 
tery, and the murder of Uriah; but also his taking Bath- 
shebatobehis wife. For, according to the Hebrew doctors, 
it was utterly unlawful for any man to marry the wife of 
one whom he had defiled. Which hath made some of the 
Jews so laborious to excuse David from the crime of adul- 
tery. For Laniado himself acknowledges, that if David 
had committed adultery with Bath-shcba, she had been per- 
petually prohibited, and unlawful to.him, as his words are. 
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But though this ought not to have been done, yet, being 
done, the marriage held good; and the children he after- 
ward had by her were legitimate. (See Buxtorf. de Spon- 
salibus et Divortiis, sect. 43.) 

CHAP. XIL 

Ver. 1. Jl^ND the Lord' sent Nathan unto David.} To 
awaken him out of his sleep, and give him a sight of 
his sins. 

And he came tinto him, and said unto him,, TJiere were two 
men in one city ; the one rich, and the otJierpoor.} This was 
a prudent and respectful way of awakening David by* an 
apposite parable : which was so managed, that the prophet 
did not condemn David, but made him condemn himself. 
And many have very pertinently observed from hence, that 
there is never more use of wisdom and discretion than in 
the contrivance of reprehension: especially of princes and 
great persons, whom the ministers of Christ ought to ad- 
monish and reprove in an humble and reverend representa- 
tion of their sins to them, not with rude exprobations of 
them, and declamations against them. It is not necessary 
to apply every word of this parable to David's case (as 
the beginning of it is exactly fitted), because in parables 
several things are added, which serve only to make them 
decorous and handsome. Yet Abarbinel (as I shall shew- 
in the conclusion of it) hath endeavoured to give an ac- 
count of every part of it. 

Ver. 2. And the rich man had exceeding many flocks and 
herds.} As David had many wives and concubines, with 
which he might have been well satisfied. 

Ver. 3. But the poor man had nothing, save only one 
little eive-lamb.} Perhaps Uriah had only one wife, with 
whom he contented himself, or rather was highly pleased, 
she being mild and gentle as a lamb. 

Which he had bought, andnourished up.} They frequently 
purchased their wives in those days; giving to their pa- 
rents a sum of money for them. (See Selden, lib. ii. de 
Uxore Hebr. cap. 20.) 

And it grew up together with him, and with his children: 
it did cat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and 
lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter.} That is, 
was exceeding dear to him, and beloved by him. This is a 
resemblance not unlike the truth, unto those who under- 
stand how fond many persons were anciently, not only of 
lambs, but of several other creatures, which they suffered 
to eat with them at their tables, and to lie with them in their 
beds, as Bochart shews in his Hicroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43. 

Ver. 4. And there came a traveller to ihe rich man.~] This 
may be applied to David's straggling affection, which ho 
suffered to wahder from his own home, and to covet an^ 
other man's wife. The Jewish doctors say it represents 
that which they call jetzer hara, the evil disposition, or desire 
that is in us, which must be diligently watched and observed 
when we feel its motions. For they have this ingenious 
observation concerning it, in Bercschith Rabba and other 
books : * In the beginning it is but a traveller; but in time 
it becomes a guest ; and in conclusion, is the master of the 
house." For he, say they, who is called a traveller in the 
beginning of this verse, is called isch, a man, in the conclu- 
sion of it. 

And he spared to take of his own flock, and his own herd, 
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to dress for the way-faring man that was come to him.] 
Wherewith he might have satisfied his appetite. 

But took the poor, mail's lamb, and dressed it for the 
man that was come to him.'] He touches not in this parable 
upon the murder, for that was committed to cover the 
adultery, which led the way to the other crime. And 
Abarbinel gives a reason why it is not mentioned in his 
explication of the parable: which is this:— The rich man, 
saith he, plainly signifies David; his flocks and herds, 
David's wives and concubines : the poor man represents 
Uriah, who, he thinks, was a widower, and had several 
children alive by a former wife, when he married Bath- 
sheba. Whom he compares to a lamb which he bought, 
because he solemnly espoused her ; and with tender affec- 
tion be cherished her, and she grew up, with him, and with 
his children, which he had by.his former wife. This lamb 
being taken by the rich man from the poor,, to gratify a 
wanton appetite, signifies David's taking Bath-sheba and 
lying with her. And it would have .made the resemblance 
more complete, if he had added, that the rich man killed 
the poor'man, from whom he took the lamb. But thisjs 
omitted, Abarbinel thinks, in the parable, that David 
might not readily apprehend Nathan's meaning; and so be 
induced unawares to pronounce a sentence of condemna- 
tion upon himself. And then he had a fixed opportunity 
to shew him, that if the rich man who took away, the^ poor 
man's lamb deserved death,., according to his own judg- 
ment, how much more did he deserve it, who had not only 
taken another man's wife, but also caused him to,be slain 
by the enemies of Israel ? . i j 

Ver. 5." And David's anger ^was greatly kindled against 
the man;- and he said, As the Lord liveth, the man that 
hath done this thing shall surely die.']. Punishments some- 
times extended beyond the law, because of the great atro T 
city of the crime. .,,.-. • • 

Ver. G. .And he shall restore the lamb fotirfold.] h This 
was agreeable to the law, (Expd. xxii. 1.) 

* Because he did this thing, and because he had no pity.] 
Because he took away the lamb, he condemned him to 
make restitution fourfold : and because he had no pity (it 
being his only lamb), he condemned him to die. Kimchi 
will have it, that the word signifies twice fourfold; be- 
cause it is in their dual number: so that this punishment 
also is beyond the law. But all the ancient interpreters 
are against him. But the Jews hero observe that these 
words were ominous: so many of David's sons perishing, 
as he said the rich man should restore lambs, viz. the child 
he had by Bath-sheba, Amnon, Absalom, and Adonijah. 
(See Bochartus, in his Hieroz. par. i, lib. ii. cap. 40.) , 

-Ver. 7. And Nathan said unto David, Thou art the man.] 
Who had pronounced a dreadful sentence against himself. 
Though reproofs of men in authority are to be managed 
yery mannerly, as to the form wherein they are delivered ; 
yet as to the matter they are to be plain and downright, 
so that they may be made sensible of their guilt. 
. TIius saith the Lord God of Israel, I anointed thee king 
over Israel, and delivered thee out' of the hand of Saul.'] 
Who sougHt to hinder his advancement to the kingdom, 
,by destroying him. ' Thus he aggravates David's sin, from 
the obligations he had to God :' who had preferred him to 
the highest dignity, when he was in a low, and sometimes 
a desperate condition. 
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Ver. 8. And I gave thee thy master's house.] llis 
kingdom. * . . . 

And thy master's wives into thy bosom.] For the wives of 
a king went along with his lands and goods unto his suc- 
cessor: it being unlawful for the- widow of a king to be 
wife to any but a king; as appears by the story of Ado- 
nijah. But this doth not signify that David married any 
of them; but only that they .were delivered into his pos- 
session, as all other things belonging unto Saul were. So 
Maimonides : and more than this, the Jewish doctors say, 
no subject might have so much as the. horse of* the king, 
no more than his sceptre and crown : much less his widow, 
or one divorced by him, who .was to remain a widow to 
the day. of her death. So the same Maimonides : The 
wife of a king is to be married to' none else ; for even the 
king cannot legally marry the. widow of, his predecessor, 
or one divorced by him. (See Selden, lib. i. de Uxore 
Ilebr. cap. 10. and Carpzbvius upon Schickard's Jus 
Regium, p. .441.) But. there are, those, who, to avoid all 
controversy about this matter, interpret the word nase, not 
wives, but mere women, belonging unto Saul. 

Arid gave thee the house of Israel and ofJudah.] Domi- 
nion, over all.the twelve tribes. 

And if that had been too little, I would moreover have 
given thee such and such things.] He need but have asked, 
and .God would have given him all that he could reason- 
ably desire: but. he ought 'not to have taken what' he 
pleased himself.. The Jews refer this to the wives he 
would have given him: and gather from hence, that their 
king might have eighteen wives, and no more. .'(See tfpon 
Deut. xyii. 17.) But it is evident these words, such and 
such things, do not signify a* certain number of any thing, 
but indefinitely other. benefits of any kind: as'Thebd. 
Hackspan. observes .out of many like places/particularly 
Isa. vii. 20. (See his Disput. 4. n. 3.) 

. A r er. 9.. Wherefore, hast thou despised the commandment 
of the Lord, to do evil in his sight?] These words, and 
David's own confession, (ver. 13.) might have ashamed the 
Talmudists, one would' think, from framing excuses for 
David's sin, and absolving him from any guilt. Bartoloc- 
cius hath given a large.account of .their lewd prevarication 
in this matter, in his Kirjath-sepher, torn. ii. p. 102, 103, &c. 

TJiou hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sWord.] For 
he contrived his death, which was as bad as if he had 
killed him himself. * 

And hast taken his wife to be thy wife.] After he had first 
committed adultery with her. , • 

A,nd hast slain him with the sivord of the children of Am- 
nion.] This highly aggravated his crime, as Abarbinel ob- 
serves; that he caused him to be slain by the. professed 
enemies of God ; who triumphed in the slaughter of so 
great a man; * And in this, Laniado himself confesses 
David sinned, though in nothing else. 

Ver. 10. Now therefore the stuo7*tl shall never depart from 
thine house.]- That is, t as long as he lived there should be 
slaughters in his family. Which was fulfilled in the violent 
death of his children, Amnon, and Absalom, and (about 
the time of his death) Adonijah. 

Because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife.] Which, it appears by this 
repetition, was a very great offence, but not greater than^ 
his adultery/ as ProcopiusGazoeus thinks it was, 
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"- Ver. 11^ Thus saitlt the Lord, Behold, I will raise up ei)il 
against thee out of thine own house.] That is, his' own fa- 
mily: which was notoriously fulfilled in Absalom's con- 
spiracy against him. 

• And I tvill take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them 
unto thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wives in the 
sight of this sun.] For Absalom had a tent spread in the 
house-top, and there went in unto them, (xvi. 21, 22.) 
Which is said to be done before David's eyes, because, 
though he did not see it, yet it was done so publicly that he 
could not but know it, and yet was not able to hinder it. 

Ver. 12. For thou didst it secretly; but I will do this thing 
before all Israel, and before the sun J] For it was notorious 
to all how David fled in haste from his son, and left his 
concubines behind him, (xv. 14 — 16.) 

Ver. 13. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned 
against the Lord.] This confession was made in a few 
words; but, no doubt, with many sobs and great grief, 
compunction arid contrition of heart. 

And Nathan said unto David.] Not presently, but after 
he had bewailed his sin so bitterly that his repentance ap- 
peared to be hearty. 

The Lord also hath put away thy sin ; thou shalt not die.] 
He was guilty of death upon a double account, as an adul- 
terer and as a murderer/ as Procopius Gazaeus observes. 
But upon his repentance the prophet pronounces an abso- 
lution to him, thus far, that he should be pardoned the 
guilt and part of the punishment. That is, he should not 
perish eternally (as Rasi and others interpret tho words, 
thou shalt hot die), nor here suffer the death he had de- 
served. For though when God gave them a king like other 
nations, he did not intend that he should be above all law, 
and not be bound to the laws he himself had given (as 
Abarbincl observes), yet he was hot subject to the punish- 
ment of the law, which no magistrate could inflict, because 
he was the supreme: but God reserved his punishment to 
himself, and threatens to inflict it when inferioroflicers could 
not. ' Which threatening did not take away from him' the 
power of pardoning and releasing the punishment, but he 
left that entire to himself, and here uses it ; but in such a 
manner, that he freed David only from the punishment of 
death, and the loss of his kingdom: otherwise he was to 
suffer a great many and sore calamities as long as he lived. 
(See J. Benedict. CarpzoviusuponSchickard's Jus Regium, 
cap. 2. Theor. 7. p. 137.) Whereby it appears how false" the 
doctrine of the Talmudists is concerning the power of the 
great Sarih'cdrin, who' they say had power to scourge their 
kings, &c. Which wc never find was attempted, though 
Saul and David, and especially Manasseh, committed most 
heinous sins, which deserved severe correction. 

* Ver. 14.* Hoicbeit,' because by this deed thou hast given 
great occasion to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the 
child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.] This was 
an additional punishment, to be inflicted presently: be- 
cause his sin was highly aggravated, in that the nations 
about them might thereby be tempted to have him and his 
Divine law in great " contempt : which they saw no more 
regarded by the best men that professed it. * Or, they might 
blaspheme God, as a respecter of persons, who had re- 
jected Saul, and yet kept David on the throne, who had 
done worse than he. Or, the Ammonites, perhaps, insulted 
over Israel and their God, when they had killed Uriah and 



others with him. Yet Procopius Gazaeus here well ob- 
serves, there was spine mercy mixed with this punishment; 
for if the child had lived, it would have been a standing 
monument of his adultery. Arid therefore itmay'.be thought, 
that, in favour of David; God took him away, that he might 
remove his reproach. 

But this verse suggests a wonderful thing to us, that 
David remained many months insensible of what he had 
done (so bewitching is sensual pleasure); for the child be- 
gotten in adultery was born before Nia than .came to rouso 
him out of his lethargy. - ' ui .'. 

V er. 15. And Nathan departed unto his house: and the 
Lord struck the child that Uriah's wife bare ttnto David, 
and it was very sick.] Of some sudden* sore distemper: 
which ^appeared, at first, as if it were mortal. ;■.*;. ? 
X Ver. 16. David therefore besought the Lord for the child.] 
He thought the threatening might not be absolute : >the will 
of God being not always manifested entirely at once; but 
he reserves still something to himself. As when he com-' 
manded Abraham to offer his son: and when he told He- 
zekiah he should die. - " , . 

\ And David fasted, and went in.] To his closet, I sup- 
pose, or some place of retirement. ;. ' . 

And lay all night upon "the earth.] Humbling himself 
greatly for his sin, which had deserved this, and- far sorer* 
punishment. Salvian (in his second book, De Gubern. 
Dei) describes this admirably :'— He put off his purple,* 
saith he/threw away his royal "ornaments, .laid down his 
diadem; wholly stripped himself of his" kingship, and ap- 
peared as' a penitent, in a squalid, ruefulgarb; fasting, 
lying on the ground^ cdnfessing/mourriing," repenting, de- r 
precating, 8cc. and yet, with all his humiliation and com- 
punction, he could notobtain a revocation of this~ punish- 
ment. By this, and the story of Absalom, it appears that 
David .was a great lover x>f his'childrcn : many of which' 
proved great afflictions to him. 

: Ver. 17. And the elders [of his house.] The principal of-' 
fixers belonging to the court. 

- Arose, and went to hint to raise him up from the earth.] 
By their earnest entreaties, to 'have a care of his own 
health! * ' v ' \ ■-' "* >■ y\ 

Buthe would not, neither did he eat bread with them.] 
As he was wont to do at other times, when the principal 
persons of the court sat at table with him. But it is riot 
to bethought that David ate nothing all the time the child' 
was sick, but only after he began to despair of his life; 
or perhaps, all the time he ate nothing 'till the evening ; 
and then abstained from all delicate food, and contented 
himself with coarser fare. 

Ver. 18. And it came to pass, that on the seventh day the 
child died.] Either the seventh day after its birth, before it 
was circumcised, or* the seventh after it fell sick. This 
was the first beginning of the Divine animadversion upon 
him (as' Salvian speaks), " Fuit utiquc primum, sednon 
solum," it was indeed the first, but not the alone r for there 
followed along train of exceeding great troubles. ,"•- 

And the servants of David feared to tell him the child was 
dead: for they said, Behold, while thechild'was yet alive, toe 
spake unto him, and he ivould not' hearken tinto our 'voice; 
hoio will he then vex himself, ifxve tell him the cliild is dead?] 
Thus they whispered and reasoned among themselves^ so 
that he might not hear them, as appears by the next verse.- 
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Vcr. 19. And when David saw that his servants whispered, 
David perceived that the child was dead*'] He guessed what 
the matter was. 

Therefore David said tinto his servants $ Is the child dead? 
And they said, He is dead.] They would not acquaint him 
with it abruptly, for fear he should fall into too great a 
passion. 

Ver. 20. Then David rose upfront the earth, and washed, 
and anointed himself and changed his apparel] Put off the 
habit of a mourner, and prepared himself decently to appear 
before God. For it is certain the Jews were wont to wash 
before they went into the house of God, either their whole 
body, or their hands ; which was usual among the gentiles 
also. And some have imagined the Jews learnt it from 
them ; because we find no mention of it, as they say, till 
the time of Judith, xii. 7. (See Dr. Spencer, dissert. 3. 
cap. 2. sect. 11.) But that is a mistake; Jt being men- 
tioned not only here in this place, but in the book of Psalms, 
xxvi. 6. For God haying anciently commanded them to 
wash themselves, before they appeared in his presence at 
Mount Sinai, (Exod. xx. 20.) they thence, it is likely, con- 
cluded it was fit to prepare themselves for all their holy 
assemblies after the same manner. 

And came into the house of the Lord, and worshipped.] 
This was done like a truly good man, who, before he would 
go to his own house, went to God's, and there gave him 
thanks, we may suppose, for the pardon of his sin, and not 
cutting him.olf as he had done his child. He acknow- 
ledged also the justice of God, and did not complain of 
his severity. He submitted to his holy will, and beseeched 
him, perhaps, thatthe remaining afflictions might be mode- 
rated, and made profitable to him. 

Then he came to his oivn house; and, when he required, 
they set bread before him, and he did eat.] I suppose he was 
in some retired room of his own house, where he lay upon 
the earth mourning, and would not eat: from whence he 
would not remove to any other part of it, till he had been 
first at the house of God, and there worshipped. 

Ver. 21. Then said his servants to him, What is this that 
thou hast done ? Thou didst fast and weep for the child when 
he was alive; but when the child was dead, thou didst rise 
and eat bread.] His great officers, w T ho sat at the table with 
him, I suppose, said this. 

Ver. 22. And he said, Wliile the child was yet alive I 
fasted and wept ; for I said, Who can tell whether God will 
be gracious unto me,' that the child may live ?] They thought 
him preposterous in mourning while the child was alive, 
and cheering up himself when it was dead. r But he shews 
what reason he had for both: it being possible God might 
be so kind as to reverse the sentence of death which he 
had pronounced against the child, upon David's humilia- 
tion, repentance, and earnest prayer to him for mercy. 

Vcr. 23. But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? 
can, I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall 
not return to me.] But now God's will being declared to be 
absolute, it was in vain to solicit for the child's life ; which 
he could not hope to see restored by fasting and prayers, 
or any other means: but he must rather prepare to go to 
it, than think of bringing it back to him. Maimonides says, 
that they did not lament infants who died before they wero 
thirty days old, but carried them in their arms to the graye, 
with one woman and two men to attend them ; without 



saying the usual prayers over them, or the consolations for 
mourners. But if an infant was above thirty days old when 
he died, they carried him out on a small bier, and stood 
over him in order, and said the prayers and consolations. 
If he was a year old, then he was carried out upon a bed. 
This custom Gierus thinks David followed, in making no 
mourning for his child when it was dead : though there is 
no ground to think such customs as Maimonides describes 
were used in these early days. (See L. do Luctu Ebraeo- 
rum, cap. 3.) 

Ver. 24. And David comforted Bath-sheba his wife.] Who, 
no doubt, was deeply afflicted for the loss of her child: 
which was a strong bond while it lived, to tie David's 
affection to her: but being dead, she might fear he would 
no longer have any concern for her; but, perhaps, divorce 
her, as having been the occasion of great evil to him. It 
is observable, that there is not one word said of Bath-sheba 
in all this relation, either concerning her guilt or her punish- 
ment. She was punished, I suppose, in the calamities that 
befel David: who enticed her, not she him, to commit the 
foul sin .of adultery, and was innocent in the murder of 
Uriah. 

And went in unto her, and lay with Iter.] Which it was 
not lawful to do, as Maimonides observes, while the days 
of mourning lasted: for then they might not so much as 
marry, though they did not lie together. But those days 
being ended, he enjoyed her company. The same Gierus 
hath collected a great deal to this purpose, in the forenamed 
book, cap. 21. 

And she bare him a son, a?id called his name Solomon.] 
Some think his mother first gave him this name, as soon as 
he was born. 

And the Lord loved him.] As the Lord told him, it is 
likely, by Nathan the prophet: who comforted him, after 
his great humiliation, with this good hope, that notwith- 
standing his sin God would have a kindness for this son* 
and make him very famous. Such is the wonderful good- 
ness of God to truly-penitent sinners, who testify the sin- 
cerity of their repentance by humble submission to what- 
soever punishments God thinks fit to inflict upon them (as 
David did to the death of the former child), and thereby 
incline the Divine Goodness to shew further mercy to them. 

Ver. 25. And he sent by the hand ofNatlian the prophet; 
and called his name Jedidiah.] But David hereupon sent to 
give his child another name; signifying the love which he 
was assured God had to him. But the Scripture never calls 
him by this name, but always Solomon: which name the 
people loved, because he built the house of the Lord in 
peaceable times. 

Because of the Lord.] Because he had so graciously de- 
clared his love to him. For the name imports, as is noted 
in the margin of the Bible, beloved of the Lord. 

Victorinus Strigclius translates the first w r ords of this 
verse thus, " Tradidit eum in manum Nathan ;" &c. Ue 
committed him to the hand of Nathan the prophet ; that he 
might educate him, and bring him up in piety, and in the 
knowledge of all things necessary for a prince to be ac- 
quainted withal. For the most excellent natures are apt 
to err in many things (as he observes) without learning ; 
and therefore, though Hercules had a very great genius, yet 
he was put into the hands of learned men to instruct him; 
as appears by the verses of Theocritus, which recite his 
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masters. Thus Alexander was bred up by Aristotle in all 
manner of learning: and if Constantine, together with his 
piety, had not been furnished with a great deal of know- 
ledge, he could not have managed the cause of Christ 
against the Arians so well as he did in the council of 
bishops. 

Ver. 26. And Joab fought against Rabbahof the children 
of Amnion, and tools the city.'] That part of the city where 
the royal palace was ; which lay upon the water that ran 
by the city, as the next verse seems to interpret it. It is 
not to be imagined that Joab continued the,siege so long, 
as till David had two children by Bath-sheba : but this was 
done after the death of Uriah; when David commanded 
them to make their assault stronger against the city,(xi; 25.) 

Ver. 27. And Joab sent messengers to David, and said, I 
have fought against JRabbah, and have taken the city of wa- 
ters.] That part of this city which lay upon the water: the 
other part, which was the heart of the city, being yet un- 
taken. But it being supplied with water from this part, of 
which Joab had got possession, it could not hold out long, 
but would be forced to surrender, because Joab cut off 
their water from them. So Josephus understood it, rwv 
iddruyv avrovg cnroTifxvofxzvog, lib. vii. cap. 7. And thus 
some learned men translate the last words of this verse, by 
adding the particle mem before eth, He took from the city the 
tvaters. 

Ver. 28. Now therefore gather the rest of the people to- 
gether, and encamp against the city, and take it; lest I take 
the city, and it be called by my name.] As, from the con- 
quest of Africa, Scipio was called Africanus. By this it 
appears, that though Joab had many faults, yet he loved 
his prince, and endeavoured to raise his. glory. 

Ver. 29. And David gathered all the, people together.] 
All that were fit for war. 

And went to Rabbah, and fought against it, and took it.] 
The army being reinforced with such great recruits, they 
did not merely block up the city to starve it, and force it 
to surrender, but took it by storm, and permitted the 
soldiers to plunder and take the spoil of it; as Josephus 
writes, dtapiraaaL rote (rrpaTiurraig a^ifctv. 

Ver. 30. And he took the king's crown from off his head.] 
This was the king's part of the spoil: and the Talmudists 
also say, that all the household-stuff of the conquered king 
belonged to the king that was victorious. (See Grotius, 
lib. iii. de Jure Belli ctPacis, cap. 23. sect. 24.) 

The' weight whereof was a talent of gold.] Or rather, the 
price, or value of it : as the Hebrew word frequently signi- 
fies, and pot only weight. (See Bochartus, in his Hierozoi- 
con, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 37. p. 380.) And so it is to be 
taken here ; for who was able to carry on his head such a 
weight as a talent, which th^y say was a hundred twenty- 
five pounds ? 

With the precious stones.] Which made the value of it so 
great. Josephus here saith, that there was one stone of 
great price, lv pLayi in the middle of the crown; which he 
calls a sardonyx. The original of which fable Bochartus 
hath ingeniously conjectured in his Hicrozoicon, par. i. 
lib. y. cap. 7. where he mentions other conceits of the 
Jews about this stone. 

And he brought forth 'the spoil of the city in great abun- 
dance.] This passage is thus rendered by Josephus, 7roXXa 
tz Kai aXXa <TKv\a Xafxirpu icat iroXvnfxa tupev iv t£ 7rtfAu. He 



fotind more and other prey in the city very splendid, and of 
great price. 

Ver. 31. And he brought forth the people that were there- 
in, and put them under saws, and under harrows of iron, 
and under axes of iron, and made them pass through the 
brick-kilns.] Some of the inhabitants he caused to be sawn 
in sunder ; over others horses drew harrows with great iron 
teeth; others were drawn over sharp sickles, or sharp 
stones, which perhaps he means by brick-kilns: for so 
some interpreters understand it, that he dragged them 
through the place where bricks were made; and there 
* grated their flesh upon the ragged pieces of broken bricks. 
Though some will have this word malken to signify the 
place where the Ammonites offered their sacrifices to their 
god Moloch, or Malcome (as he is often called), and made 
the people there to pass.through the fire. So the Vulgar 
translates it, fornacem Moloch, the furnace of Moloch. This 
dreadful punishment was to terrify other countries' from 
violating the right of nations, by abusing public ambas- 
sadors. Though many have thought it too severe, and 
looked upon it as an argument, that David did this in the 
state of his impenitence: when the mild and gentle Spirit 
of God was departed from him, and he was become cruel 
and furious, as well as lustful. ' 

And thus did he unto all the cities of the children of Am- 
nion.] This will not let us think that he punished so cruelly 
only those who , advised the using of his ambassadors 
shamefully, or ( applauded it (as many it is likely did, that 
lived in Rabbah), for he treated all the cities in the country 
in the same rigorous manner. 

So David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.'] After 
they had brought all the country into subjection to him, 
and secured the possession of it. For it is not likely all 
the country people, women and children, were thus used ; 
but only the military men, Who had levied war against Da- 
vid, and called the Syrians to their assistance, and since 
put him to the trouble* and charge of a long siege of 
Rabbah. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. 1. xm.ND it came to pass after this, that Absalom the 
son of David had a fair sister, whose name was Tamar, and 
Amnon the son of David loved her.] Now begun a sad scene 
to be opened, of the calamities which Nathau foretold Da- 
vid should befal his house, (xii. 10.) It is 'the common 
opinion of the Jews, that in the war king David. had with 
the king of Qcshur, ho took his daughter captive ; who 
being very beautiful, he lay with her once (as they fancy the 
law, Dcut. xxi. 11. allows), and begat of her this daughter. 
And afterward, she becoming a proselyte, he married her; 
and begat Absalom. So this daughter being begot while 
her mothcr'was a gentile, they fancy she was not his legal 
child; and consequently Amnon might have married her. 
(Sec Scldcn, lib. v. de Jure Nat. et Gent, cap; 23. and Coo- 
ceius upon the Sanhedrin, cap. 2. n. 8. annot. 7. of which 
more upon ver. 13. see there.) 

Ver. 2. And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick for 
Ms sister. Tamar ; for she was a virgin: and Amnon thought 
it hard to do any thing to her.] The passionof his mind 
disordered his body, because he could not compask his de- 
sire: for she being a virgin, was under a strict guard (as 
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virgins used to be), so that it was difficult for him to enjoy 
her company. For to do any thing to her, signifies to do 
what he desired : as to do signifies not only in tho Hebrew, 
but in other languages. 

' Ver. 3: And Arrinon had a friend, whosenametvas Jona- 
dab, the son ofShimeah, David's brother.] That is, his cou- 
sin-gefman, who are often called brothers in Scripture. 

And Jonadab was a very subtle man.] To find means to 
compass an end. 

'Ver. 4. And he said nnto him, Wliy'art thou, being the 
king's son.] And the eldest son who was next heir to the 
crown, (iii. 2.) - 

Lean from day to day.] In the Hebrew the words are 
morning by morning. For whatsoever diversions he might 
find in the day, he' had restless nights, which made him 
look pale and wan when he arose.' 

• Wilt thou not tell me ?] For men are not wont to hide any 
thing from their friends. 

And Amnon said unto him, I loveTamar, my brother Ab- 
salom's sister.] From these words the Jews are" wont to ar- 
gue, that Tamar was nothing of kin to Amnon;for he calls 
her not his sister, but his brother Absalom's' sister. But 
this is a very frivolous observation, for in the two. next 
verses he calls her my sister; and ver. 7. David calls him 
her brother ; and see ver. 11. 

Ver. 5. And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy 
bed, and make thyself sick.] He advises him to feign him- 
self to be so ill, that it constrained him to keep his bed. 
Instead of doing the true office of a friend, he flatters his 
passion to his utter undoing. 

And when thy father comes to see thee.] As he knew he 
would when he' heard of his sickness: for, as I observed 
before, he was a greatlover'of his children; 

Say unto him, I pray thee, let my sister Tamar come and 
give me' meat, and dress the meat in my sight,' that I may see 
it, and eat it at her Jiand.] He would have him pretend 
that his stomach was so nice and squeamish; th&t he could 
like nothing that his servants dressed; and therefore desired 
his sister, who understood how to make delicate dishes, 
might come and prepare something that he could relish. 

Ver. 6. And Amnon laid down, and made himself sick.] 
He easily followed bad counsel, to attain a bad end. 

And when the king was come to see him, Amnon saidunto 
the king, I pray thee, let Tamar my sister come andmake me 
a couple of cakes in my sight, that I may eat at her hand.] 
She was peculiarly noted, I suppose, to be very curious in 
making these lebiboth, as the Hebrew calls them: which 
the Greeks translate tcoWvpidag, arid are by interpreters 
thought a delicious sort of cakes: though some take koXXu- 
pig to have been an excellent broth, or some other supping 
meat, which cannot be meant here, because she is said, 
ver. 8. to bake the cakes. i . 

I Ver. 7. Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go now 
to thy brother Amnotfs house, and dress him 'meat.] He 
suspected no fraud; and Jonadab was * so wicked as riot 
to discover it, and thereby prevent the* mischief.- 

Ver.8. So Tamarivent to her brother Amnoris house (and 
•M ww laid down)'. And she took flour, and kneaded it, and 
made cakes in his sight, and did bake the' cakes.] She shewed 
herself an obedient daughter, and akind sister. 

Ver. 9. Andshetook a pan.] Wherein they had been baked. 

And poured them out before him.] Into a dish, 
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But he refused to eat.] Pretending he had no appetite. 

And Amnon said, Have out all men from me. And they 
went out every man from him.] He commanded all his ser- 
vants that attended him to leave him alone ; that he might 
take some rest. 

Ver. 10. And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat 
into the chamber, that I may eat of thy hand.] He removed, 
I suppose, into an inner room (where he thought he might 
more privately enjoy her), and pretended to be so refreshed 
by the change, that his stomach was come to him. 

And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, and 
brought theni into the chamber to Amnon her brother.] Her 
innocence made her think* herself safe ;" especially with a 
brother. 

Ver. 11. And when she had brought them unto him to eat, 
he took hold of her, and said unto her, Come lie with me,°my 
sister.] She sat down it is likely, suspecting no evil, upon 
his bedside to minister unto him : which gave him the op- 
portunity to lay violent hands upon her. 

Ver. 12. And she ansivered him, Nay, my brother, do not 
force me.] She having not strength enough to get from him, 
resists him with strong reasons : praying him to consider 
first that she was his sister". Unto which relation she hoped 
he would have such a reverence, as not'to meddle with her, 
though she were wiling : much less offer violence to her, 
which was abominable to do to a stranger. 
* For no, such C thing ought to be done in Israel.] Whatso- 
ever other nations did (aniong whom idols were worshipped 
with filthy lusts), She prays him riot to defile the church of 
God, -whose • glory was holiness and purity. The Jewish 
doctors say, this gave such a'scaridal, that the people began 
to speak thus one to another: If the king's daughter be thus 
used, what will become of the children of private men? 
And if men be so bold with chaste women, what will they 
be with those that are wantonly inclined? And at this time, 
they say, a decree was made, that two young people should 
not be alone together. (Gerii. Sanhedrin/cap. 2. n. 8.) 

"Do not thou this folly.] That is, this wickedness. She 
prays him to consider the foulness of the sin; which would 
highly provoke the Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 13. And I, whither shall I cause my shame to go?] 
She beseeches him, beside the sin against God, to consider 
thedisgrace it would be to her:' who should not be.able to 
look any body in the face ; nor would any body think of 
marrying her. 

And as for thee, thou shall be as one of the fools in Israel.] 
Utterly lose his reputation"; and be looked upon* as a' man 
void of all sense of religion, honour, or humanity. 

'Now therefore, I pray thee, speak unto the king ; for lie 
ivill not withhold me from thee.] The Jews commonly 
fancying that she being begot, as I said before, of a cap- 
tive woman before David married her, there was no such 
kindred between her and Amnon, but that he might law- 
fully have her to wife. But others think, that she, being a 
young woman, unacquainted with the law, imagined that 
they who had not the same mother might lawfully marry; 
or "that the power of the king was so great, that he might 
dispense with the law in this case : or rather, she said any 
thing that came into her mind, which she thought might de- 
liver her from the present danger: and this I take to be 
the truest interpretation. For Abarbinel hath at large con- 
futed tho opinion of her being begotten of Maaeah before 
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marriage, when she was a gentile. For, as the Scripture 
saith no such thing, so he thinks it altogether improbable, 
'that such a man as David would have any thing to do with 
her, till she became a proselyte. And therefore, he saith, 
she spake these words, not as if she thought it lawful for 
the king to give her to Amnon for his wife; but that she 
might get rid of his solicitations by fair speeches. For she 
having urged him with the foregoing arguments, viz. the 
heinousness of the action itself, the dishonour it would be 
to her, and no less reproach to himself, and he persisting 
still blindly in his wicked resolutfon, she adds these words 
to give him hope, that he might have satisfaction without 
acting so brutishly, if he did but ask his father's consent. 
As if she had said, If thou art so sick with love, that thou 
art ready to die, speak to the king, unto whom thy life is 
very dear, and he will preserve it, by granting thy desire: 
for though by the law thou canst not enjoy me, yet he will 
rather choose to let me have thee, than see thee die. This, 
saith Abarbinel, is the sense of these words, he will not 
vnthhold me from thee. Which she said to withhold and 
divert him from his purpose at that time. Which R. Sa- 
muel Laniado (who endeavours to support the forenamed 
opinion of their doctors) doth but very weakly oppose. 
(See Buxtorf. de Sponsal. et Divortiis, se*ct.'20. and my 
notes upon chap. iii. 3.) 

Ver. 14. Hoivbeit he would not hearken unto her voice ; 
but, being stronger than she, he forced her, and lay with her.] 
As the nightingale in Hesiod sung in vain to the ravenous 
hawk (as Strigelius glosses upon these words), so Tamar 
said all this to a deaf man, who was wholly under the 
power of his furious lust, which would not suffer him to 
mind either God, or men, or himself. 

Vcr. 15. Tlien Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the 
hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than the love 
wherewith he had loved her.'] The. Jews are much con- 
cerned to give a reason of this hatred. And Rasi and 
others say, that in her struggling with him to resist his at- 
tempt upon her, she hurt th6se parts wherewith he of- 
fended: which extremely enraged him. This is not im- 
probable ; but others think it a better account to say, that 
she reproached him so bitterly with what he had done, that 
he could not endure to hear it; and perhaps his owu con- 
science began to fly in his face. 

And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone.] He doth not 
so much as speak one kind word to her, nor call her sister 
(as Pcllicanus observes), but in a rude manner bids her 
be gone, as if she had been a common strumpet. 

Ver. 1C. And she said unto him, There is no cause.] For 
this hard usage. 

This evil is greater than the other that thou didst unto 
me.] It was not a greater sin, but it did her the greater 
mischief, because it published her shame, and made that 
known to all which was done secretly. 

But he would not hearken to her.] This was very barba- 
rous, to thrust her out of doors immediately, and in the 
day-time, without consulting how to cover, if it were pos- 
sible, so foul a fact. So Josephus, He would not let her 
stay till night, but commanded her to be put out while it 
was day-light, Iva KalfxapTvmrrjc a\<x\vvr\^ 7rap<nri<TOt, that she 
might meet with witnesses of her shame. 

Ver. 1.7. Then he called his servants that ministered nnto 
him, and said nnto them, Put now this woman out from me, 
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and bolt the door after her.] This was a new violence to 
her, to be turned out of doors with such contemptuous lan- 
guage, as if she had been an impudent intruder. 

Ver. 18. And she had a garment of divers colours upon 
her : for with such robes were the king's daughters that 
were virgins- apparelled.] This was such a garment as Jo- 
seph, the beloved son of Jacob, wore. (See upon Gen. 
xxxvii.3.) 

And his servants brought her out, and bolted the door 
after her. ~\ A high. contempt of a king's' daughter, which 
they knew her to be by her apparel, if by nothing else. 
But their dependence on their master overruled all the 
respect due to her. 

Ver. 19. And Tamar put ashes on her head, and rent her 
garment of divers coloters that was upon her.] Both these 
were expressions of the greatest grief, which she was not 
able to suppress. • - 

And laid her hands on her head, and went on crying.] 
Bewailing her calamity. Laying her hands on her head 
was also a token of great trouble and grief; she covering 
thereby her face, as one ashamed. Thus Jeremiah saith, 
the children of Israel should go forth from Assyria, with 
their hands iipon their head; (xi. 37.) that is, saith Abar- 
binel, "like a woman who bewails her misfortune;, and 
there is none to deliver her." St. Jerome and Theodoret 
more plainly, they shall go forth with their hands on 
their heads, " in signum pudoris et doloris," in token of 
their shame and of tlteir grief Spreading forth their hands 
is the same. (Lam. i. 17.) 

Ver. 20. And Absalom her brother.] Unto whose house 
she went. 

Said nnto her, Hath Amnion thy brother been with thee?] 
A modest expression for the foul rape he had committed : 
at w T hich he conceived great indignation ; and therefore, in 
scorn, doth not call him her brother Amnon^ but Aminon. 
So the words are in the Hebrew, Hath Aminon thy brother 
been with thee ? 

Hut hold. thy peace, my sister : h&is thy brother; regard 
not this thing.] He seems to desire her to put up the injury 
in silence; that it might not bring too much disgrace on 
their family; but, indeed, that he might dissemble the re- 
venge he intended, upon occasion, to take of him. 

So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom's 
house.] She would see nobody, I suppose, but only those 
that waited on her in her brother's family. 

Ver. 21.- And when king David lieard of all these things, 
he was very wroth.] But, out of his great indulgence, in- 
flicted no sort of punishment upon him, that we read of: 
7rpi<rj3uraToe yap t?v v\oq avT$ (as Josephus observes), for he 
was his eldest son, which made him spare him. . 

Ver. 22. And Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon 
neither good nor bad.] Never said a word to him ^bout 
this matter, when they met together. 

For Absalom hated Amnon, because he had- forced his 
sister Tamar.] Though he hated him in his heart, yet he 
never expressed the least resentment. So the particle ki 
should be translated, not for, but though. By this means 
Amnon was lulled asleep into a belief that Absalom would 
not trouble him for what he had done, because he did not 
threaten, nor so much as expostulate with him, nort^ke any 
notice of what had passed." Thoughjn reason he ought to 
have been mOre afraid, that he was meditating a terribly 
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revenge : according to the fable of the little mouse, who, 
when the dunghill-cock tame into the parlour, clapping 
his wings, and making a great noise, was vbry much af- 
frighted at it, but minded not the cat whifch came gently 
creeping towards bet; whom her mother chid for her folly, 
tolling her there was no danger from the fluttering, cla- 
morous cock ; but from the silent cat she was to expect 
present death. So Victorinns Strigelius glosses upon this 
place. 

Ver. 23. And it came to pass after two years.] In all 
which time Absalom had said nothirig to Amnon about his 
abtiscd sister ; that he might think ho was ignorant of it, or 
did not regard it, or had forgot it. 

That Absalom had sheep-shearers in Baal-hazor, which is 
beside Ephraim : and Absalom invited all the king's sons.] 
For the time of sheep-shearing was a kind 6T harvest in 
those countries ; and therefore full of joy ; which they ex- 
pressed by making a feast upon those days. We read of it 
darlyin the book of Genesis, viz. of Laban's going to shear 
his sheep; (xxxi. 19.) and Judah, after his mourning for 
his wife's death, went to refresh himself at a sheep-shearing 
with his friends, (xxxviii. 12, 13.) And it was at a time 
of such joy, that David sent to Nabal for some relief, (1 
Sam. xxv. 8.) 

Ver. 24. And Absalom came to the king, and said, Behold, 
now, thy servant hath sheep-shearers : let the king, I beseech 
thee, and his semants, go with thy servant.] He had no 
mind the king should go ; but invited him, to avoid all 
suspicion. 

Ver. 25. And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my soil, let 
us not all go.] For he seems to have invited all his family: 
when he beseeched him and his servants to go with him. 

Lest we be chargeable unto thee. And he pressed him : 
howbeit he would not go, but blessed him.] Gave him thanks 
for his invitation, and prayed God to bless him. 

Ver. 26. Then said Absalom, If not, I pray thee, let my 
brother Amnon go with me.] To cover his design, he pre- 
tended, I suppose, a special kindness for him : or at ltfast 
desired the king to do him the honour, to let him Imve the 
company of his eldest brother. 

And the king saidunto him, Wlty should he go with thee?] 
Being the next person in the kingdom to the king, it is 
likely David thought it would make the entertainment too 
chargeable. 

Ver. 27. But Absalom pressed him, that he let Amnon 
and all the king's sons go with him.] Who might have taken 
exceptions, if Amnon alone had been entertained by him : 
therefore his importunity prevailed to have the company 
of them all. 

Ver. 28. And Absalom had commanded his servants, say- 
ing, Mark ye now when Amnon is merry with wine.] And 
had no thoughts of any danger. 

And when I say vnto you, Sinite Amnon; then kill him, 
fear not : have not I comfnanded you? be courageous, and 
be valiant.] He encourages them to hope, that he, being 
the king's son, and next heir to the crown w r hen Amnon 
was gone (forChileab seems now to be dead), would stand 
between them and danger of being called to an account for 
what they did. 

Ver. 29. And the servants of Absalom did as Absalom had 
commanded : then all the king's sons arose, and gat every 
one upon his, mule and fled.] Fearing he might destroy all 



the royal family; for ambition was as strong in him as 
revenge ; which appeared afterward in his endeavours to 
dcthrono his father. Mules began to be much in use in 
David's days (as Bochart observes), who appointed So- 
loinbn to be carried on his own mule, and declared king, 
(1 Kings i. 33.) And Solomon had a present of them made 
to him, (1 Kings x. 23.) And they were not used only to 
ride on, but for carriage of burdens, (1 Chron. xii. 40.) and 
to draw chariots, as the LXX. understand, Isa. lxvi. 20. 
(See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 19.) 

Ver. 30. And it came to pass while they were in the way, 
that tidings came to David, saying, Absalom hath slai7i all 
the king's sons, and there is not one of them left.] He that 
saw Amnon killed, presently ran aw r ay in a great fright, 
imagining all the king's sons were so served. 

Ver. 31. TJien the king arose, and tare his garments, and 
lay on the earth; and all his servants stood by with their 
clothes rent.] This was a natural expression of great grief, 
to throw themselves not upon their beds (as Maimonides 
observes), but upon the ground. Otherwise, they turned 
their beds upside down, and so lay as hard as if they lay 
upon the ground. (See Gierus de Luctu Hebr. cap. 18. 
sect. 8.) 

Ver. 32. AndJonddab, the son of Shimeah, David's bro- 
ther, anstvered and said.] Who was noted before to be a 
very subtle man, (ver. 3.) and understood all the intrigues 
(as we now speak) about the court. 

Let not my lord suppose they have slain • all the young 
men the king's sons; for Amnon only is dead.] This he 
spake not from any certain intelligence he had received 
from Absalom's house; but from rational conjecture, out 
of what he had learnt concerning Absalom's resentment. 

For by the appointment of Absalom this hath been deter- 
mined, from the day that he forced his sister Tamar.] He 
had talked, I suppose, among his familiars, that he would 
take a time to revenge the injury done his sister, though 
for the present he took no notice of it. Which Jonadab, 
being a prying man, had some w T ay or other discovered. 

Ver. 33. Now therefore let not my lord the king take the 
thing to his heart, to think that all the king's sons are dead: 
for Amnon only is dead.] He affirms this with the greater 
confidence, because he never heard (though he was of a 
very inquisitive temper) of any quarrel Absalom had with 
the rest of the king's sons, but only Amnon. 

Ver. 34. But Absalom fled.] With all his servants who 
committed the murder. For he soon found it was not in 
his, nor anybody's power to protect them. 

And the young man that kept the watch lifted up his eyes 
and looked.] Round about him. 

And, behold, there came much people by the way of the 
liill-side behind him.] They did not think fit to keep the di- 
rect road from Baal-hazor to Jerusalem (for what reason 
we cannot now know), but went about; so that they came 
not before the watchman, but behind him. 

Ver. 35. And Jonadab said unto the king, Behold, the 
king's sons come: as thy servant said, so it is.] Hearing a 
company was coming, he >vent out, it is likely, to descry 
who they were; and seeing the king's sons, made haste 
and carried David the good news. 

Ver. 36. And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an 
end of speaking, that, behold, the king's sons came.] They 
trod upon Jonadab's heels, as we now speak. 
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And lifted up their voice and wept; and the king also and 
all his servants icept very sore.] See iii. 32. But we read 
of 110 public funeral and lamentations -which 1iq made for 
him, as he did for Abner. 

Ver. 37. But Absalom fled? and went to Talmai, the son of 
Ammihud, king of Geshur.] For no city of refuge in his own 
country could give him protection, having committed a de- 
signed murder; therefore he fledout of the kingdom to his 
mother's father. (See iii. 3.) 

And David mourned for his son every day.] Either for 
the loss of Amnon or for Absalom: who was lost, as to 
any comfort he could have from his company. It seems to 
be meant of the latter; for it is said he was comforted for 
Amnon: and therefore his continued affliction for three 
years together was upon the account of Absalom. 

Ver. 3S. And Absalom fled, and tvent to Geshur, and was 
tliere three years.] This is repeated to shew, that he found 
such favour with his grandfather, that he went no further; 
but continued with him three years in safety. Geshur, it 
appears from xv. 8. was a part of Syria. 

Ver. 39. And the soul of David longed to go forth unto 
Absalom.'] He had a vehement desire to see him. Though 
some, even of the ancients, translate the words, he ceased to 
pursue after Absalom: as if he had at first endeavoured to 
seize him, either in his flight to Geshur, or afterward, when 
at any time he went abroad. But ours appears to be a 
true translation, from the beginning of the next chapter: 
where David's heart is said to be towards Absalom. . 

For he was comforted concerning Amnon, seeing he was 
dead.] He was unwilling to want the comfort of both his 
sons; and since it was impossible to bring Amnon back 
again, he longed to bring back Absalom: but he had com- 
mitted so horrid a crime, that he durst not venture to re- 
store him in his favour. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. J\ O WJoab the son of Zeruiah perceived the king's 
heart was towards Absalom.] That he longed to see him, 
and have him restored to his own country; if it could be 
■contrived by some handsome pretence for it: which Joab 
therefore endeavoured to bring about, knowing he was 
dear to the people, as well as to David: and he might by 
his reduction ingratiate himself with Absalom, whom he 
looked upon as next heir to the crown. 
* Ver. 2. And Joab sent to Tekoah.] A city in the tribe of 
Judah, (2 Chron. xi. 5, G.) but at a distance from Jerusa- 
lem: and the further off the better for his purpose; because 
the case which the woman was to represent to the king, 
could not easily be inquired into, if he desired to know the 
truth. The Jews say it was in the tribe of Asher; the 
place where the prophet Amos was born. 

And fetched thence a ivise woman.] A woman was the 
fittest for this purpose ; especially a widow : who was pro* 
per to move compassion. And a grave woman, as Jose- 
phus calls her (irpurfivTig), was still more proper. 

And saiditnto her, I pray thee, feign thyself now to be a 
mourner, and put on now mourning apparel, and anoint 
not thyself with oil, but be as a woman that had a long time 
mourned for the dead.] Who put on no ornaments, nor 
'used any ointment; but appeared in a sordid neglected 
condition. 



Ver. 3. And come to the king, and speak on this manner 
unto him. So Joab put the words into her mouth.] And, in 
all probability, introduced her into the king's presence; 
and then left her to manage the matter with him, according 
to her prudence. Or, as seems to be suggested, (ver. 21.) 
he stood by at some distance, whilst she addressed herself 
to the king. 

Ver. 4. And when the woman of Tekoah spake to the 
king, she fell on her face to the ground, and did obeisance.] 
This was the humblest posture of reverence. 

And said, Help, O king!] Relieve a poor distressed 
widow. 

Ver. 5. And the king said unto her, What aileth thee ? 
And she answered, I am indeed a widow woman, and my 
husband is dead.] Which made her the greater object of 
pity. 

Ver. 6. And thy handmaid had two sons, and they two, 
strove together in the field, and there was none to part them, 
but the one smote the other, and slew him.] This, and the 
foregoing, and the next verse, represent her condition as 
very lamentable: that she had lost her husband, and one 
of her sons, and was in danger to be deprived of the other: 
which was all she had. 

Ver. 7. And, behold, the whole family is risen against 
thine handmaid, and they say, Deliver him that smote his 
brother, that we may kill him.] Put him to death, as the 
law required, (Numb. xxxv. 18, 19.) 

For the life of his brother which he slew; and ive will de- 
stroy the heir also.] These words, if spoken by the kindred, 
shew it was not love to justice, but a desire to have the 
inheritance, which moved them to prosecute the murderer. 

And so they shall quench my coal ivhich is Iqft.] Deprive 
me of the little comfort of my life which remains (and is 
in a manner buried as a coal in the ashes), and ruin my 
family. ♦ 

And shall not leave to my husband 'neither name nor re- 
mainder upon earth.] Utterly extinguish her husband's 
memory. In all this she intended to frame a case as like 
to David's as she could devise : by determining which in 
her favour, he might judge how much more reasonable it 
was to preserve Absalom. But there was a wide differ- 
ence between her case and his, how plausible soever their 
likeness might appear. For her son she pretended was 
slain in a scuffle with his brother, and was no premeditated 
murder, as Absalom's was. It was also in the field, where 
there were no witnesses whether it was wilful or not : where- 
as all the king's sons saw Amnon barbarously murdered by 
his brother. And in this last passage the difference is as 
great as in any; for David's family was not in danger to be 
extinguished, if Absalom were lost also : he having many 
children, and also many wives, whereby he might have 
more. And therefore in that likewise this case differed 
from hers who was a widow. 

Ver. 8. And the king said, Go to thine house, and I thill 
give charge concerning thee.] He promises he would take 
care the matter should be thoroughly examined, and jus- 
tice done her. 

Ver. 9. And the woman of Tekoah said unto the king, My 
lord, O king, the iniquity be on me, and on my father's 
house; and the king and his throne be guiltless.] She desires 
a speedy sentence might be given in her favour, which, if 
it proved wrong by her misinforming the king, she prays 
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the guilt might light on her and her family, and the king 
and his beinnocent. 

Ver. 10. And the king said, Whosoever saith aught unto 
thee, bring him unto me, and he shall not touch thee any 
more.'] If any one endeavoured to lay hold on her son, he 
bids her bring that person before him (for which end he 
commanded his officers to be assistant to her), and he 
would punish him so that none should dare to meddle with 
him any more. 

Ver. 11. Then she said, Ipray thee, let the king remember 
the Lord thy God.] She seems to desire him to confirm 
what he had said by an oath. For men swore by remem- 
bering (or making mention of) the name of the Lord. 
Others think she only prays him to remember how merci- 
ful and gracious God is, and had been to himself, even in 
pardoning the murder of Uriah. 

That thou wouldest not suffer the avengers of blood to de- 
stroy any more*] In the Hebrew, to multiply to destroy : 
that is, after she had lost one son, to take away the life of 
the other, as the next words explain it. 

Lest they destroy my son.] Or, let them not destroy my 
son, which remains. 

And he said, As the Lord liveth.] Though it was a bold 
request in the woman to desire him to confirm what he 
said by an oath ; yet, such was his pity, to her, that, to send 
her away entirely satisfied, he solemnly swears he would 
preserve her son. 

• Tliere shall not one hair of thy son fall to the earth.] He 
should not suffer the least harm upon this account. 

Ver. 12. TJien the woman said, Let thy handmaid, Ipray 
thee, speak one word unto my lord the king., And he said, 
Say on.] -Now she designed to open her meaning in this 
parable, and plainly desire the king to make her case his 
.own. But it would take up some time, and therefore she 
bespeaks his favour to^hear her patiently. 

Ver. 13. And the ivoman said, Wherefore then hast thou 
thought such a thing.] As that which she had hitherto been 
speaking of. 

Against the people of Israel?] Who were in danger to 
lose Absalom, the heir of the crown ; which was far worse 
than the private loss of her son. 

For the king doth speak this thing as one that is faulty, 
in that the king doth not fetch home his banished.] In the 
sentence he had pronounced for her, he had condemned 
himself, because he had'not called Absalom from his exile. 
This looks like too bold a speech: but the sense is no more 
than this; Do not judge otherwise in thy own case, than 
thou hast done in mine. For all the world allows (as Stri- 
gelius here observes) the reasonableness of that saying, Odi 
sapientem qui sibi non sapit. Her reasoning indeed was in- 
firm, his case and hers being very unlike upon several ac- 
counts, which I before observed. But though the supposed 
killing of her son was casual, but Amnon's murder de- 
signed; and she had no more sons, and David had many, 
&c. yet David perceiving how the people stood affected 
towards Absalom (otherwise he knew this woman durst 
not have spoken after this manner), and it being his own 
desire, as much as theirs, to have him recalled, he over- 
looked all the differences (here were in his case, and did 
not go about to shew her the weakness of her discourse. 

Ver. 14. For we must nqeds die, and are as water spilt 
upon the ground, which cannot be gathered up again.] She 
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pleads for further pity towards him, from the consideration 
of our common mortality; and represents that death comes 
on apace, and wc need not hasten it: and when we are 
dead, we can no more be recovered, than water w 7 hen it*h> 
spilt on the ground, which is presently sucked up and seen 
no more. This is also a weak, though plausible argument; 
for by this reasoning all malefactors should be spared, be- 
cause it will not be long before death cuts them ofF: but 
when we have a mind to a thing, all reason seems strong 
to persuade us to it. Some apply this to his mourning 
for Amnon; as if she had said, Dost thou still weep for 
thy other son? he must have died; and now he is gone, 
thy tears cannot call him to life again. But this is not pro- 
bable, because it is said in the conclusion of the foregoing 
chapter, He was comforted concerning Amnon, seeing he 
tvas dead. 

Neither doth God respect any person.] If this be a right 
translation, the meaning is, that David himself was mortal, 
though a great king, But I think the Hebrew words, issa 
nephesh, never signify respect to persons; but the word 
panim is used in that sense, not nephesh, which signifies 
the soid, as the other doth the/ace, or countenance. There- 
fore these words should be translated, God doth not take 
away the soul, or life. She argues from the sparing mercy 
of God, who doth not presently inflict the punishment of 
death when men have deserved it. And perhaps she had 
in this a particular respect to Absalom, whom God had not 
cut off, but let him live; and therefore she. desires David 
to imitate God. 

'Yet doth he devise means that his banished be not ex- 
pelled from him.] Or, according to the foregoing words, But 
he doth devise means, &c. God provided many cities of 
refuge, she means, to which.he that slew another unawares 
might flee: where, though he was banished from his habita- 
tion for a time, he was not quite expelled, but might return 
again after the death of the high-priest. From whence she 
argues, that kings being the images of God, nothing could 
more become them than clemency and mercy; in miti- 
gating the punishment of offenders, though there was just, 
cause of anger against them. Which still was short of the 
present case; for God was not so merciful as to provide 
for the safety of a wilful murderer. But such specious ar- 
guments are good enough, when men are willing to be per-, 
suaded: and nothing more moving than the example of 
God, who doth not delight in the death of a sinner. 

Ver. 15. Now therefore that I am come to spedk of this 
thing unto my lord the king, it is because the people have 
made me afraid.] This sounds as if the people talked <so 
discontentedly about Absalom's banishment, that it was^ 
another motive to her to make Ihis address to the king- 
But it doth not seem to me to be likely that the people 
were dissatisfied, because he was not recalled: but rather 
David was afraid the people would be dissatisfied if he did 
recall him. I said indeed before, (ver. 13.) that David 
imagined by her speech that they were desirous of his re- 
turn from banishment; but he did not think so before: and 
whatsoever their desires might be, they did not express any 
discontent because he was not; for then there would not 
havo been any need of this woman to bring that about 
which he desired more than they. Therefore I think the 
last words should be translated, not because, but though the 
people made me afraid. That is, those she advised withal 
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told her it was too bold an attempt: but this did not dis- 
courage her; because she presumed the king would be so. 
good as to give her a favourable audience, and- not. be 
angry with her, since what she said was well intended. So 
the next word is to be translated but, hot and. 

But thy handmaid said, I will now speak unto the king; 
it may be that the king will perforin the request of his hand-, 
maid.] This is, notwithstanding the fears which some put 
into her, she resolved to make this petition : and she gives 
her reason for it in the next verse. " • " * 

Ver. 16. For the king will hear, to. deliver his handmaid 
out of the hand of the men that would destroy me and my son 
together out of the inheritance of God.] Clemency and kind- 
ness are the properties of good kings; and such she saith 
she knew- the king to be, who would take >pity upon her and 
her son, in whose preservation her life was bound up. And 
when she calls the land of Israel the inheritance of God, 
who dwelt among them there, she secretly puts, the king in 
mind how dangerous it was to let Absalom (unto whom she 
had adventured to apply her case) to continue in an idola- 
trous country; where God was not worshipped, as he was 
in the land of Israel. 

Ver. 17. Then thine handmaid said; The word of my lord 
the king shall now be comfortable.] Thereupon she grew 
confident that the king's answer would be according to her 
heart's desire :, it being the highest glory of a prince (as the 
emperor Titus was wont to say) not to send any petitioner 
away sad and sorrowful. And, indeed, the king's great 
patience, in attending to so long an address, might make 
her presume to receive a gracious answer. 

For as an angel of God, so is my lord the king, to discern 
bothgood and bad.~] To discern between just and unreason- 
able petitions, as well as patiently to hear both those things 
which are grateful, and those which are less acceptable. 
And therefore she doubted not of such a kind answer as the 
angels bring, who arc messengers of Divine mercy. 

Therefore the Lord thy God xvill be with thee.] To direct 
him to judge aright and to shew mercy. There is a great 
deal of artifice in all this. For to presume upon the kind- 
ness of another, and to expect gracious answers from their 
noble qualities/is very moving: men being very loath to 
defeat those who think so highly of them, according to that 
of Aristotle, in the second book of his Rhetoric, " We love 
those that admire us." 

Ver. 18. Then the'king answered and said unto the wo- 
man, Hide not from me, I pray thee, one thing that I shall 
ask thee. And the woman said, Let my lord the king now 
speak.] As much as to say, And I will answer truly; * 

Ver. 19. And the king said, Is not the hand ofJoab with 
thee in all this ?] His prudence made him suspect that a 
woman durst not have' adventured upon this speech, but by 
the counsel and contrivance of some greater person. And 
none more likely than Joab, whom he knew to be a eun r 
ning man and a friend to Absalom. 

And the woman answered and said, As thy soul liveth, my 
lord the king, none can turn to the right hand or to the left 
from aught that my lord the king hath spoken.] As much as 
to say in our language, it is even so. And therefore she did 
not seek by any windings or turnings this way or the other 
to dissemble the matter, but plainly confessed it, as it fol- 
lows. Concerning the phrase, turn to the right hand- or 
left, see upon Gen. xxiv. 49. 



For thy servant Joab, he bade me, and he put all these 
tvords in the mouth of thy handmaid.] The, sense of them, 
which he left her to manage to the best advantage, 

Ver. 20. To fetch about Miis form of speech hath thy ser- 
vant Joab done this thing.~\ The meaningis, Joab instructed , 
her,. that having obtained pardon for. her son, she should," 
turn about the face of her speech (as the. words are in the 
Hebrew) another way, and transfer it to Absalom, as a pa-/ 
rallel case with her own. And so Josephus expresses her 
sense, lib. vii. Antiq. cap. 8. " When she had thanked the t 
king for his pity towards her, she said, But that I may be 
more certain of thy clemency, receive thy. own son into thy. 
favour;, for how is it possible for me not to doubt of the 
favour thou. promisest me, when thou still sufferest thy own 
son to lie, under, thy indignation for the likefault?" 

And my lord the king is wise, according to the wisdom of 
an angel of God, to know all things that are done in the 
earth'.] That is, in the whole kingdom, where nothing could 
be hid from him, but he knew all men, and their counsels ; v 
and .likewise. knew what was fit to be done in k answer to 
their desires. She still persists in her admiration of the 
kiug, that she might the more incline him to grant her re- 
quest. 

Ver. 21. And the king said unto Joab, Behold now, I have 
done this thing: go therefore, and bring the young man Ab- 
salom again.] The king turned from her to him (who seems 
to have stood in some part of the room .white she "delivered 
her petition), as the principal agent in this business, whom 
he was pleased to gratify .in his request. 

Ver. 22. And Joab fell to the ground on his, face, mid 
bowed himself] As the woman did when she entered into 
his presence to present her petition, (ver. 4.) 

And thanked the king.] For favours are to be no less 
humbly, acknowledged. than humbly begged. 

And Joab said, To-day thy servant knoweth that I have 
found grace in thy sight, my lord, O king, in thaf the king 
hath fulfilled the request of his servant.] He looked upon it 
as a mark of the king's great kindness, who was not angry, 
but granted so. bold a request, in which he was mistaken ;' 
for though he passed by the murder of Amnon, yet he re- 
membered Joab's murder of Abner to his dying day. 

Ver. 23. So Joab arose, and Went to Geshur; and brought 
Absalom to Jerusalem.] St. Ambrose mentions this as an 
instance of the ^vonderful affection which parents have to" 
their children, though degenerate and wicked ; by which we 
may raise our thoughts to comprehend a little of the incon- 
ceivable love of our heavenly Father (as Strigelius here'* 
meditates) towards his own eternal Son, and towards man- 
kind for his sake. 

Ver. 24. And the king said.] When he heard he was. 
come to Jerusalem. 

Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my 
face.] His affection to him did not so blind his eyes, but ho 
still saw it would not be for his honour to let him come 
into his presence. 

So Absalom returned to his own house.] This intimates 
as-if he came not only tp Jerusalem, but to the king's court. 

And saw not the king's face.] Which was some humilia- 
tion to him, and put hiin upon repentance; for he. saw he 
had not a full pardon, being not entirely restored to the 
king's favour. The people also were convinced by this how 
detestable his crime was in the king's account; and that he 
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W6uld not ttislly pass by the like in any other person, since 
lib Could not endure the sight of a son, whoso hand was 
defiled with the blood of his brother. 

Vet. 25. liut in all Israel there ivas none to be so much 
praised as Absalom for beauty : from the sole of the foot 
tvtn to the crdton of the head there was no blemish in Mm.] 
For his father and mother were both very lovely persons : 
bbt this proved the occasion of his ruin ; for he grew proud, 
because hfc was so much admired; and forgetting his cruel 
ifctirder of his brother, it tempted him to rely upon the fa- 
four of the people in committing of a greater crime, which 
was seeking the life of his father. 

Ver. 2G. And when he polled his head (for it was at every 
year's tnd that he polled it; because the hair was heavy on 
him, therefore lie polled it).] It is not certain tha tho cut his 
hkir onco a year: for the words in the Hebrew are, from 
the end of days to days, without any particular designation 
of tho time. And therefore the Targam translates it, at 
stated times; that is, when it grew too heavy, which might 
be once in two years, more or less, as Bochartus observes. 

He 'weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels 
after the king's weight.] In those days hair was accounted 
a great ornament, and the longer it was the more it was 
Esteemed. And therefore no wonder Absalom nourished 
his with much care, and let it grow to great length, which 
made him look more like a goodly person. Insomuch that, 
in after-ages, they were wont to use art (as perhaps they 
did now) to make the hair grow, and grow thick and strong 
(as the same Bochartus hath shewn); and they anointed 
their hair also with fragrant oils, of myrrh, cinnamon, and 
Such-like ; and after that powdered it with the dust of gold : 
all which made it very ponderous. So that Absalom's hair 
weighed, when it was cut off, two hundred shekels: which 
he demonstrates was no more than three pounds and two 
bunces of our weight. This is not at all incredible, consi- 
dering that he let it grow as long as he was able to bear the 
weight of it; which was increased, it is likely, by such ad- 
ditions as I have mentioned ; for a king's son would not 
want any thing that might add to his splendour. Josephus 
also informs us, that such ostentation was in use among 
the Jews in those days ; for, speaking of the noble guard 
which attended king Solomon, with long hair flowing about 
their shoulders, he saith that they scattered in their hair 
fcvery day ^y^ara tou xp^fov, little particles of gold, which 
made their hair shine and sparkle by the reflection of the 
Sun's rays upon the gold. As for their interpretation, who 
think that Absalom's hair did not weigh thus much, but was 
sold for two hundred shekels, Bochartus shews how absurd 
it is to imagine a king's son would sell his hair, or that any 
otie would buy it, especially at that rate, there being no pe- 
rukes worn in those days. And besides, the text confutes 
it, he weighed the hair of his head, &c. whereas, if it had 
been sold, the buyer would have weighed the money, not 
Absalom ; as Abraham did when he bought the field of 
Ephron, (Gen. xxiii. 1G.) and Jeremiah when he bought the 
field in Anathoth, xxxii. 9. (See his epistle to Michael 
Faukellius,nt the end of the third edition of his Geographia 
Sacra.) 

Ver. 27. And unto Absalom were born three sons, and one 
daughter, whose name was Tamar: she was a woman of a 
fair countenance.] How the LXX. in the Vatican edition 
came to add here, that Tamar was afterward the wife of 
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Rehoboam, and bare him Abijah, I cannot tell, but I sup- 
pose it was from somo Jewish tradition. 

Ver. 28- So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, 
and saw not the king's face.] He lived privately, having the 
company only of his own family. For, it is likely, he was, 
by the king's command, confined to his house, where he 
had few visitants, being under the king's displeasure. 

Ver. 29. TIterefore Absalom sent for Joab, to have sent 
him to the king.] He did not employ his privacy so well as 
he should have done; but had ambitious designs in his 
head, if he could be restored to the king's favour, and en- 
joy greater liberty; for which he intended to make Joab 
his intercessor. 

But he would not come to him: and when he sent again th$ 
second time, he would not come.] Josephus thinks that Joab 
only took time to consider whether he should do what was 
desired : but Absalom was in haste, and could not endure 
any delay, and therefore did as follows. Or, perhaps, Joab 
thought he had done enough, and was afraid the king might 
be angry if he pressed } him further. 

Ver. 30. TIterefore he said unto his servants, See, Joab's 
field is near unto mine, and he hath barley there; go and set 
it on fire. And Absalom's servants set the field on fire.] 
He had those still about him who were ready to exe- 
cute any command, though never so unjust; as they did 
when he bade them kill Amnon. And it appears by this 
what a daring person Absalom was, who durst affront such 
a man as Joab after this manner. 

Ver. 31. Tlien Joab arose, and went to Absalom unto his 
house, and said unto him, Wherefore have thy servants set 
my field on fire?] This carried Joab presently to his house, 
to expostulate with him about the damage he had done 
him; for which we do not find he offers any satisfaction; 
which may make it seem strange that so furious a man as 
Joab should not immediately revenge himself, by ordering 
his field to be burnt, or some such way: but he was so 
wise as to consider, that being the king's son he might some 
time or other be reconciled to his father, and do him a pre- 
judice. 

Ver. 32. And Absalom answered Joab, Behold,! sent unto 
thee, saying, Come hither, that I may send thee to the king.] 
He seems to have no sense of any injury he had done Joab, 
but thought he had just cause to complain that he w r ould 
not come to him. 

To say, Wherefore am I come from Geshur?] These 
were words too insolent to be sent to the king ; therefore 
one would think he only expressed himself thus to Joab. 

It had been better for me to Jiave been there still.] He 
might have found means to return thither, if he had not had 
other designs in his head ; which made him desire to have 
his full liberty. 

Now therefore let me see the king's face; and if there be 
any iniquity in me, let him kill me.] He could not but know 
there was iniquity in him : but he pretends, if the king 
would not pardon it, he had rather die than not see his 
father's face. 

Ver. 33. So Joab came to the king, and told him: and 
when he had called for Absalom.] These passionate ex- 
pressions, that he was weary of life, while he continued ba- 
nished from the king's presence ; nay, that he desired to 
die, so he might but see him, moved Joab to intercede for 
him, and David to receive him into his favour. 
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He came to the king, and bowed himself on his face to the 
ground before the king.] Begging pardon, as Josephus ex- 
plains it, for the sin he had committed. 

And the king kissed Absalom.] In token of reconciliation. 
Josephus saith the king raised him up from the ground, kol 
twv ytyovoruSv afivi^ariav l7rayyl\\^Tat, and promised him an 
oblivion of wlwt was past. Which was a great weakness 
in David : for impenitent persons become more wicked 
by a full pardon of their offences ; as Absalom did. Who 
being thus received into the king's favour, became more 
gracious with the people : who before looked upon him as 
an excommunicated person, and would have nothing to do 
with him. 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND it came to pass after this.] When he thought 
he had established himself in his father's good affection. 

TJiat Absalom prepared himself chariots and horses, and 
ffty men to run before him.] He took great state upon him, 
and made him, as we now speak, a splendid equipage : be- 
ing royally attended, as the next heir to the crown (for we 
hear nothing of Chileab, who it is likely was dead), design- 
ing to draw the eyes of the people to him. Who, as they 
were much in love with his beauty, so were mightily taken 
with this unusual fine sight of chariots and horses; which 
the law did not allow: but David was so indulgent that he 
took no notice of it. 

Ver. 2. And Absalom rose up early in the morning.] He 
accustomed himself to rise betime in the morning, to make 
a show of his great care for the public good. . 

And stood beside the taay of the gate.] Not of the king's 
palace, some think, but of the city, where was the seat of 
judgment. But since he speaks of coming to the king for 
judgment, it is likely he sat in his own palace, at the gate 
of which Absalom was wont to stand. 

And it was so, that when any man that had a controversy 
came to the king for judgment.] Who reserved all weighty 
causes for his own hearing: and appeals were made to him 
from the other courts, as Corn. Bertram observes, cap. 10. 
de Republ. Jndaica. 

Then Absalom called unto him, and said, Of what city 
art thou?] He kindly inquired where he dwelt; and, it is 
likely, what he was, and of what family, &c. as if he in- 
tended to take a particular care of him. 

Andhe said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel] 
That is, of such or such a tribe, and of such a city in that 
tribe as he named to him. 

Ver. 3. And Absalom said unto him, See, thy matters 
are good and right.] He was so officious as to look into 
their cause awhile, and examine it: flattering every one 
into an opinion, that in his judgment he had right on his 
side. So that if their cause went against them, they might 
conclude that if Absalom had been judge, it would have 
gone otherwise. 

But there is no man deputed of the king to hear thee.] 
The king he pretended was old, and unfit to judge causes, 
until some others had first .heard them, and opened the 
matter to him. And his sons (who, being principal officers 
in his family, see chap. viii. nit. were the fittest to bring 
business to him) were men of pleasure, and did not mind 
public affairs. Thus he struck not only at his father, but 



at all his brethren; and principally, it is likely, at Solomon; 
who he was afraid would be preferred before him by hi3 fa* 
thcr, being a beloved son, and born of an Israelite, wher^ag 
he was begot of a stranger, the daughter of the king of 
Geshur. Who, it is probable, might put him upon this 
course; and his banishment for three years had also ex-* 
asperated him : and his being secluded for two years mor^ 
from seeing his father, was so far from bringing him to any 
sense of his guilt, that it more enraged him against his fa- 
ther, and all his family. , • 

Ver. 4. And Absalom said moreover, Oh that Iweremadt 
judge in the land, that every man that hath any suit or 
cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!] 
Though he was admitted to come to court, and see the 
king, yet he had no office there, as the rest of the king's 
sons had : which he took ill, and endeavoured the people 
should do so too ; by magnifying his care, if he were in 
authority, to do them speedy justice.. 

Ver. 5. And it was so, that when any man came nigh to 
him to do him obeisance.] To honour him as the king's son r 

Tliat he put forth his hand, and took him.] About the 
neck, I suppose, in token of great familiarity and kindness. 

And kissed him.] A most vile piece of flattery : but p$pr 
pie are pleased with such unwonted compliments. For sp 
Plato observes, that when any person intended to malsQ 
himself a tyrant in a popular state, he no sooner entered 
upon the government, but irpo<jyt\a re kol aa7r4&r<u iravrag 
<£ iffe Tnpnvyxwei, he smiled upon all, and kindly salutefl 
them, wheresoever he met them: avowing that he hated 
tyranny, and promising great things, both privately and 
publicly, kol iraaiv iXctic re m\ iraTpyog cTiai irpo<nroifvT<n f 
seeming to be mild, gentle, and fatherly unto all, (lib. vjji. 
de Republ. p. 5G6. edit. Serrani.) 

Ver. 6. And after this manner did Absalom to all Jsrael 
that came to the king for judgment.] He continued this 
course a long time: till he had inveigled the people, an<J 
gained their hearts to him. For, as Aristotle observes in 
his Politics, (lib. v. cap. 4.) all changes in commonwealths 
are made by one of these two ways, on jucv &a j3fac, ortfe 
St airariis, either by force and violence, or else by deceit and 
craft. Now there is not a more famous instance in his- 
tory of the latter than this of Absalom, who, by flattering 
speeches, and large promises, cunningly alienated the 
hearts of the people from his father. 

So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel] Robbed 
his father of the, affections of the people, and possessed 
himself of them : some admiring his beauty and gallantry ; . 
others his courtesy and civility mothers being taken with 
his magnificent promises of the noble things he would do 
if he were their king. Just as Virgil saith, in book vii. of 
bis iEneids, that Turnus drew the hearts of some to follow 
him in the wars, because he was a most graceful person ; 
others, because he was descended from an ancient royal 
race ; and others were moved by the noble acts Jie had 
done: (ver. 473, 474.) 

" Hunc decus egregium formoe movet atque juventoe, 
Hunc atavi reges, hunc claris dextera factis." 

Thus Absalom was young and wonderfully beautiful, de- 
scended from kings by his father and mother's side ; and 
though he had done no great things, yet boasted of what 
he would do, when he had opportunity. Ludov. de Dicu 
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thinks there is a peculiar meaning in this phrase, that he 
drew their affections to him, concealing in the mean time 
his intentions : upon John x. 24. 

Ver. 7. And it came to pass after forty years.] One 
-would think, that in the copy which Josephus used, it was 
written arba, four, not arbaim, forty years: for his words 
are, fitra Se t?)v tov Karoo? KaraXXayrjv Ttrrapwv Irtov tjotj 
Trapdkr)\v$6TO)v,four years after his father was reconciled to 
him. But there are no warrants now for this reading: but 
the forty years here mentioned are not to be understood, as 
if this happened after David had reigned forty years, that 
is, in the last year of his reign : for he was now very vigo- 
rous, which he was not a little before he died : but, as our 
great primate of Ireland in his Annals understands it, forty 
years after David was anointed by Samuel. That is, when 
he was threescore years old, ten years before he died. 
Then his son conspired against him between the feast of 
the Passover and Pentecost; as some gather from Barzil- 
lai's presenting him with parched corn and new fruits, when 
he fled from Absalom, (xvii. 28.) And so Strigelius. But 
the Talmudists in Seder Olam, and other books, will have 
these forty years to commence from the time that the Is- 
raelites asked a king to reign over them..' And, after all, 
Abarbinel is of opinion, that the plainest sense is after 
forty years of David's reign ; so that it was about the latter 
end of his life, when this great calamity befel him, though 
not in the very last year of it. For it is not said in the 
fortieth year, but about the end of forty years. • (See Bux- 
torf. Anticritica, p. 1004.) 

That Absalom said unto the king, I pray thee, let me go 
and pay my vow, xvhich I have voived vnto the Lord, in He- 
bron."] Jfow he pretends religion, as before he did the pub- 
lic good. 

'Ver. 8. For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode at 
Geshur in Syria, saying, If the Lord xvill bring me again 
indeed to Jerusalem, then will I serve' the Lord.] With a so- 
lemn s t acrifice. 

Ver. 9. And the king said unto him, Go in peace.] It is 
much he should dismiss him without any suspicion ; when 
he had deferred so long to perform this vow, and made 
such court to the people, as he could not but be informed. 

So he arose, and went to Hebron.] Which was a high 
place, where they were wont to sacrifice till the temple was 
built. And it being the place of his birth, where the royal 
seat had been in the beginning of David's reign, he thought 
it the most commodious city, next Jerusalem," for his'pur- 
pbse. 

' Ver. 10. And Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribes 
ofIsrael.] h To try how the people stood affected to him. 

Saying, As soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, 
then ye shall say, Absalom reigneth in Hebron.] This was 
the signal which was to be given, that they should take 
arms. For as soon as they heard the sound of the trumpet 
(which he took care should be blown in all the tribes), 
these spies were to proclaim that Absalom was crowned in 
Hebron. Whereupon, all his partakers, it is likely, shouted, 
God save king Absalom! 

Ver. 11. And with Absalom went two hundred men out 
of Jerusalem, that were called.'] Invited by him to feast 
with him upon his sacrifice. And it is likely they were 
principal persons of the city; whom he drew in, to avoid 
suspicion. 
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And they went in their simplicity, and they knetv not any 
thing.] Of his design; but went only.to wait upon him, as 
the king's son; who did them the honour to invite them to 
a holy feast. Among these two hundred men/the Jews 
fancy were all those of the grand Sanhedrin, who thought 
they had been called by David's order to attend his son. 
For which there is no ground ; though Mr. Selden has pro- 
duced a great deal out of the, Talmudists concerning this 
matter, lib. ii. de Synedriis, cap. 1G. But I have shewn 
elsewhere, there was no such Sanhedrin in these times. 

Bartenora upon Sota hath a conceit, that Absalom begged 
of the king (for he had stolen his heart before he stole 
the people's) (hat he would grant him liberty, under his 
hand, to choose two persons whom he liked best, to be his 
companions; which being obtained, he went with this writ- 
ing from two to two, till he had gathered two hundred ; 
part of which were the men of the great Sanhedrin, whose 
examples others followed; all believing they had been war- 
ranted by David to attend his son. 

Ver.' 12. And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite y 
David's counsellor, from' his city, even from Giloh.] None 
are more capable to do mischief to kings, than those that 
know their secrets; having been of the privy-council. 
And it is supposed by the Jews, that Ahithophel was in- 
censed against David for abusing Bath-sheba, whom they 
take to have been his grand-daughter, she being the daugh- 
ter of Eliam, (xi. 3.) and Eliam being the Son of Ahithophel. 
(xxiii.^4.) 

While he offered sacrifices.] Or -ratlier, after he had of- 
ferred sacrifices, while he sat at dinner, he sent for him* to 
come to him. 

And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased 
continually with Absalom.] Most of which,' it is likely, in- 
tended no harm at the first, but came merely to do honour to 
the king's son, and to partake of his bounty. Nay/ Abar- 
binel is of opinion, that neither Absalom, nor' the elders of 
Israel, nor the rest of the people, who were misled by them, 
had any intention to divest David of his crown and dig- 
nity, much less to take away his life; but only to substi- 
tute Absalom as a coadjutor to him, for the executing of 
the royal authority during David's life, and to be his suc- 
cessor after his death. And, indeed, as it was very mon- 
strously unnatural in Absalom to design the destruction of 
such a kind father, so it is not very probable that he should 
gain such a number as he had to assist him in such a vil- 
lanous enterprise. And yet, notwithstanding this, David 
looked upon this as a treason against his life, as appears 
from ver. 14. and xvi. 11. because he knew, whatsoever 
they intended; they would becarried further, though they 
meant no more than Abarbinel supposes. And more than 
that, if this opinion of his were true, it is evident, they > 
themselves did proceed so far as to design (contrary to 
their first intentions) to kill David for their own greater 
security. For so Ahithophel advised, and they all con- 
sented to it, (xvii. 2, 4.) which shews how dangerous it is 
to go out of the right way; for they do not know into what 
precipices they may fall. And it should be a warning to 
all men never to begin any thing that is wrong, which may 
lead them to commit that in the issue which they abhorred 
at tho first; when they find they cannot be safe in ono 
wickedness, unless they commit a greater. 

Ver. 13. And there came a messenger unto David, say* 
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ing, The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom.} 
Some of the two hundred men, who went innocently along 
with him from Jerusalem, it is likely, sent this intelligence. 
Which did not come presently : but when the conspiracy was 
plain and open, by a great concourse of people to him ; and 
the elders of Israel, and the military men (who are called all 
Israel, as Fortunatus Scacchus thinks), declared for him, 

Ver. 14. And -David said unto all his servants that were 
with him at Jerusalem, Arise, let nsflee; for we shall not 
else escape fro^n Absalom.} Though Jerusalem, at least the 
fort of Zion, was a strong place, yet they could not have time 
to lay in provision to endure a siege: and beside, he was not 
willing to be cooped up there ; but chose rather to go into 
the country, where he hoped to find friends and followers. 

Make, speed to depart, lest he overtake us suddenly, and 
bring evil upon us, and smite the city with the edge of the 
sword.} He knew Absalom would lose no time to accom- 
plish his end ; and therefore requires them immediately to 
be gone, and prevent a surprise. He was desirous also to 
preserve Jerusalem from being sacked : being the royal 
city ; upon which he had bestowed much cost. 

Ver. 15. And the king's servants said unto the king, Be- 
hold, thy servants are ready to do whatsoever my lord the 
king shall appoint.} One seems to have spoken in the name 
of the whole court: and it was some comfort to him, that 
he had a company of such faithful servants about him, as 
were ready to execute whatsoever he commanded. 

.Ver. 16. And the king went forth, and all his household * 
after him.} In the Hebrew the words arc, all his household 
at his feet. Which shews that he went on foot, and would 
not make use of his mule ; being in a mournful state, and 
desirous to move his people's compassion to him. 

And the king left ten women, that were concubines, to keep 
the house.} For their sex, and their quality, might be 
thought to be a sufficient protection to them. What became 
of his wives is not here related; it" is probable they went 
along with him to take care of him, as the other were left 
to take care of the house. 

Ver. 17. And the king went forth, and all the people after 
him.} That is, all the people of Jerusalem, who were well- 
affected to him. 

And tarried in a place that was far off.} At a good dis- 
tance from the city, where, it is likely, he put the people 
that came out confusedly after him into good order, and 
waited to see what other friends would come to him. 

Ver. 18. And all his servants passed on beside him.} His 
household servants, I suppose, marched on both hands 
of him. 

All the Cherethites and all the Pelethites.} Who these 
were, I have shewn at large upon viii. 18. and it is possi- 
ble they now brought up the rear. 

And all the Gittites, six hundred men which came after 
him from Gath, passed on before the king.} These marched 
in the front of his little army ; but who they were it is hard 
to tell; for we read nothing of them before. Some take 
them to have been proselytes born in Gath of the Philis- 
tines, who came with Ittai to David ; being attracted by 
the fame of his piety, and happy successes. Others tako 
them to be Jews, who had fled to David in his exile, when 
he was at Gath ; and accompanied him ever after, not only 
in the time of Saul's persecution, but after he came to tho 
crown of Judah and Israel. 

vol. n. * 



Ver. 19. Tlien the king said to Ittai the Gittite, Where- 
fore goest thou also with us?} He seems to have been the 
commander of those six hundred men beforemcntloried. 
And the Jews make him the son of Achish king of Gath; 
who out of religion and friendship came to David. 
Return to thy .place.} -That is, to Jerusalem. 
And abide with the king.} For so. Absalom was »by 
usurpation. 

* For thou art a stranger, and an exile.} Who upon that, 
account might hope to be civilly treated; at least, being 
none of David's family, and anew comer, he thought it was 
not fit to engage him in their broils. 

Ver. 20. Whereas thou earnest to us but yesterday, should 
I make thee this day go up and down with us?} He was 
newly settled at Jerusalem; and therefore David thought* 
it unreasonable he should be so soon unsettled again.* 

Seeing I go whither I may.} Especially since he knew, 
not whither he should betake himself for safety ; and .there- 
fore would not have Ittai expose himself to such uncer-' 
tainties. (See concerning this phrase, 1 Sam. xxiii. 13.) 

Return thou, and take back thy brethren.} Some under- 
stand by his brethren, the six hundred men that came from 
Gath : but it is not probable David would part with such, 
a guaTd as they were, in this time of extreme danger, unless 
they had desired to be gone ; therefore he rather means 
those persons that attended him/or were of his family, who; 
came to sojourn with him in Judea. 

Mercy and truth be with thee.} In tho Hebrew the words' 
are, with thee mercy and truth. Which some take to signify, 
thou art a right honest and good man. But our translation 
seems better, which makes them a form of a blessing, or* 
prayer to God, that he would requite the kindness and 
fidelity of Ittai, by shewing mercy to him, and faithfully 
fulfilling his promises made to those who came to put their- 
trust in him. 

Ver. 21. And Ittai answered the king, and said, As the 
Lord liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what- 
soever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or 
in life, even there also will thy servant be.} A marvellous 
fidelity in a stranger, when a son was a rebel against him. 
And David's humanity is no less admirable in offering to 
dismiss him so freely, yea, earnestly pressing him to re-, 
turn, because he was a stranger; though he was in the 
greatest need of all the assistance he could get to defend him." 

Ver. 22. And David said to Ittai, Go and pass over.} 
There was not a word more to be said, now ho had sworn 
he would not leave him. 

And Ittai the Gittite passed over.} The brook Kidron, 
as it follows in the next verse. 

He and all his men, and all the little ones that came with 
him.} This shcyrs that his whole family wero come, as I 
noted before, to s6journ in this country. * 

Ver. 23. And all the country.} About Jerusalem. 

Wept with a loud voice,} Being extremely afflicted to sco 
their prince, under whom they had lived in great peace and 
prosperity, reduced to such extremities, , , i\ 

And all the people passed over.} All that continued faith- 
ful to David in those parts. 

• - The king also himself passed over the brook Kidron.] 
He stayed till tho last, that he might take notice who ap? 
peared for him, as they passed over before him. 

And all the people passed over towards the way of the toil- 
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derness.] And when they wero over, they marched through 
the wilderness, that lay between Jerusalem and Jericho; 

Ver. 24. And lo Zadok also, and all the Levites went 
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of the Xord.] That 
is, all.thcKohathites that were at Jerusalem, whose office 
it was to carry tho ark, and take care. of it. \ • 

And they set down the ark of God.] When they came to 
David, they set down the ark in the place where he was, to 
signify that God would bo with him, and accompany him; 
and that the people might thereby be excited to follow 
him,* who had the token of the Divine presence with him. 

And Abiathar went tip.'] To the top of the Mount Olivet. 

Tittall the people had done passing out of the city.] From 
the mount ho could behold; when the people, who would 
follow David, were come out -of the city. And then, I, 
suppose, he came down; and desired that the ark and the. 
king' might move up the hill also. 

Ver. 25. And the king said unto Zadok.] TheTalmudists 
have a fancy that tho king spake to Zadok, not to Abia- 
thar^ because he had removed Abiathar from '. the high-, 
priesthood; upon this account, that, he consulting by vrim 
and thummim, God gave no answer; but when Zadok in- 
quired, God did answer. Whereupon David understood 
the Spirit of God was departed from Abiathar, and there- 
fore turned him out of his office; which is notoriously 
false,»for he was not turned out till the reign of Solomon. 

Carry back the ark into tlie city.] For -he did not think 
itdecent to have it wander about with him he knew not 
whither, as Abarbinel observes: and perhaps he thought 
God might be angry with him, should he let it be carried 
outt'of its place. As if he trusted in the ark, which was 
but the token of his presence, more than he did in God 
himself, who had preserved him in the persecution of Saul 
when he had'uo ark with him.' 

If 'I find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me 
again, and shew me both it and his habitation.] It was not 
for the honour of the ark, as I said, to take it out of the 
place which he had made for it : which he calls God's ha- 
bitation, because there he dwelt by this special token of 
his'presence in it. And if he had a favour to him, he knew 
\\6 could preserve him without the ark, as well as with it; 
and bring him again to worship him in his proper place. 
* Ver. 26. But if he say y I have no delight in thee; behold; 
here am I, let him do to me as -seems good in his sight.] He 
was very sensible of his own ill deservings; and humbly 
submits to whatsoever punishment, even the heaviest, that 
God would think fit to inflict upon .him. 

Ver. 27. And the king said also unto Zadok the priest.] 
He is frequently called by Josephus, the high-priest: par- 
ticularly in lib. vii. Antiq. cap. G. where he saith David 
made him, 7 Apx u P^ a M* 7 "' 'AfitaSapTJ, <j>i\og yap *}v ovroj, high- 
priest together with Abiathar: for he was his friend. But 
hereby we are only to understand that ho was the sagan, as 
the Jews call the vicar. or deputy of the high-priest: who is 
called the second priest, 2 Kings xxv. 18. (See Selden, do 
Success, in Pontif. Hebras. lib. i. cap. 4.) 
- Art thou not a seer?] Avery wise man, or a prophet, who 
could not but discern in what state things were likely to. 
be, and that he might serve David better by staying in Je- 
rusalem than going along with him. 

Return into the city in peace, and your two sons with you, 
Ahimaaz thy son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.] This 



was another reason for sending back the ark : for as it was; 
not fit to keep it with. him, and the priests and Levites also 
to attend it, so they might do him more service elsewhere 
than in his camp. 

Ver. 28. See, I will tarry in the plain of the wilderness.'} 
He put an entire confidence in them, that they would not 
betray him, by acquainting them where ho meant to rest 
awhile, to wait for intelligence from them. 

Till there come word from you to certify me.] What Ab- 
salom designed; and accordingly he intended^ to steer his 
course. . . 

Ver. 29. Zadok therefore and Abiathar carried the ark 
of God again to Jerusalem; and they tarried there.] Men- 
tion, being made both here and also ver. 33. of Zadok be- 
fore Abiathar, it seems to intimate some preference to him, 
and to justify what Josephus saith, that he was the king's 
friend ; and being constantly with him, was more honoured 
than Abiathar. 

Ver. 30. And David went vp the ascent of Mount Olivet, 
and -wept as he went zip, and had his head covered, and ivent 
barefoot.] Dejected, as Salvian glosses, into the condition 
of a servant; or rather in. the habit of a mourner. JFor cover* 
ing the head was a token of shame and confusion, and great 
trouble : and so was going barefoot. Which was used on 
the great fast, or day of expiation, as we find in Codex 
Joma, cap. 8. though the doctors say, they might put on 
woollen .or linen socks, but no leathern shoes. And this was 
Observed also in funerals, as Buxtorfius. shews in his Sy- 
nagoga Judaica, cap. 49. .which was a custom in the days 
of Ezekiel, (xxiv. 17.) , Nor were? the heathen strangers to 
it: but in times of great calamity went barefoot, as that ex- 
cellent p.erson Ezekiel Spanhemius observes in his notes 
upon.Callimaehus's hymn, ad Cererem, ver. 125. 

And all the people that were with him covered every man 
his head, and they ivent up, weeping as they went up.] 
Going barefoot also, it is most probable, as the king did.: 
whose example they followed. 

Ver. 31. And one told David, saying, Ahithophelis among 
y the conspirators with Absalonu] This touched him very 
nearly; because he was a very wise man, and one whon^ 
he took for his friend, (Psal. lv. 13.) 

And David said, OJLord, I pray thee turn the counsel of 
Ahithophel iido foolishness.] He prays that he might give 
foolish counsel ; or that it might be contemned and looked 
upon as foolish ; or that it might miscarry in the execution. 

Ver. 32. And it came to pass, that when David ivas come 
to the top of the mount, where he worshipped God.] Look- 
ing towards the ark in the house of God : which he could 
see from the top of the mount. 

Tliat Hushai the Archite came to meet him,] There was a 
city in tho tribe of Ephraim called Archi, (Josh. xvi. 2.) 
where this person, in all likelihood, was born and bred, 
and coming to Jerusalem, became one of David's privy- 
council; being famous for wisdom; otherwise Absalom 
would not have so readily entertained him, and admitted 
him to Jus secrets. 

With his coat rent, and earth upon his head.] Which 
were expressions of; great sorrow. . Joh. JBraunius hath 
demonstrated, the. garment called ketonah was round, 
like our surplices, with sleeves to put the. hands and arms 
into it. Which was. worn by great persons, not only 
among the Jews, but the Egyptians, Tyrians, ,and Assy- 
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nans, he observes, (lib. ii. de Vestitu Sacerd. Hebr. cap. 2. 
sect. 13, 14.) which may incline us to a belief, that Hushai 
was no mean man, but a person of quality. . t 

Ver. 33. Unto ivhom David said, If thou pass along with 
me, then thou unit be a burden to me.) For he was not pro- 
vided with maintenance for his own family: and Hushai, 
being no soldier, but a counsellor, could not be so useful 
to him in the field as he might be at the court. 

Ver. 34. But if thou return to the city, and say unto Ab- 
salom, I wilt be thy servant, O king.] So he was to call him, 
because he had taken upon him that title. 
. As I have been thy father's servant hitherto, so will I 
tiow also be thy servant.] He would have him pretend he 
would be as faithful to him as he had been to David ; and 
it was very well known he had done him good service. 
This was not honest; but it was according to the policy 
practised in those days, and indeed in all ages. Which 
Procopius Gazseus approves so far as to say, that " a lie 
which is told for a' good end, is equivalent to truth." But 
I dare not justify such doctrine ; though what Hushai 
undertook to do was not to get money, or to. do others 
hurt, but to preserve a good king, and a prophet, and a 
friend. 

Tlien mayest thou for me defeat the counsel of Ahithophel.] 
God he thought had sent this man, in answer to his prayer, 
(ver. 31.) if he would but follow his direction. 

Ver. 35. Hast thou riot with thee there Zadok and Abia- 
thar the priests? therefore it shall be, that whatsoever thou 
shalt hear out of the king's house, thoushalt tell it to Zadok 
andAbiathar the priests.] Whom he looked upon as trusty 
persons, and faithful to his interest : and so they proved. 

Ver. 36. Behold, they have there with them their two sons, 
Ahimaaz, Zadok*s son, and Jonathan, Abiathar^s son; and 
by them ye shall send unto me every thing that ye can hear.] 
They were not with their fathers in Jerusalem, but lay close 
in a place not far off, ready to carry any message that was 
sent by them. • (See xvii. 17.) ' 

Ver. 37. So Hushai, David's friend, came into the city, 
hnd Absalom came into Jerusalem.] Where Hushai, I sup- 
pose, waited for his coming : having got thither before him, 
and so ordered his affairs, that it was not known he had 
been to offer his service to David: or, those that knew it, 
out of reverence to him, and affection to David, did not 
discover it. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. JjlND when David was a little past the top of the 
hill.] viz. Mount Olivet, (xv. 30.) 

Behold, Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth, met him, with a 
couple of asses saddled, and upon them two hundred loaves 
of bread, and a hundred bunches of raisins, and a hundred 
of summer-fruits, and a bottle of wine.] They put their wine 
into bottles, or bags, some of which were large vessels, 
and contained a great deal of wine. Such, no doubt, was 
this, which had liquor in it, proportionable to the rest of 
the present. 

Ver. 2. And the king said unto Ziba, What meanest thou 
by these ? And Ziba said, Tlie asses are for the king's house* 
hold to ride on.] For his wives and children, if they were 
weary with travelling on foot ; as they now did. 

And the bread and summer-fruits for the young men to 
eat.] For the, refreshment of the king's attendants. 



And the wine, that such as be faint hi the wilderness fnay 
drink.] This argues great consideration of David's condi- 
tion : to which he suited his present ; which in a wilderness 
came very seasonably, and w r as very noble. 'Perhaps the 
bunches of raisins were intended for David's own sup- 
port. 

Ver. 3; And the king said, And where is thy master's, soil ?] 
He desired, I suppose, to know whether this present was 
from himself, or from Mephibosheth. 

And Ziba said unto the king, Behold, he abideth at Jeru- 
salem: for he said, To-day shall the house of Israel rtistbrq 
me the kingdom of my father.] This seems to be a fiction ; 
but well contrived: for the family of David being so broken, 
he might think it probable the crown would fall to him. 

Ver. 4. Tlien said the king to Ziba, Behold, thine are all 
that pertained unto Mephibosheth.] We read.ix. 2. that 
Ziba was but a servant (see there), but now David makes 
him a freeholder; giving him a great estate: which, '.if .he 
said true, was forfeited to the king for treason, as it had 
been before in the time of Ish-bosheth, and thereupon given 
to Mephibosheth. But in this David seems to have been 
too credulous, and rashly condemned Mephibosheth before 
he heard what he could say for himself: but he imagined, 
perhaps, that Ziba durst not tell so notorious a lie, which 
might shortly be disproved. And beside, a man that comes 
to relieve another who is in great distress, easily wins his 
good opinion. 

And Ziba said, J humbly beseech thee that I may find 
grace in thy sight, my lord, O king.] He pretends to value 
the king's favour more than the gift he had bestowed 
upon him. . . 

Ver. 5. And when king David came to Bahurim.] A<)ity 
in the tribe of Benjamin, (xix. 16.) into the territories of 
which David was now come: though not as yet, into/the 
town itself, as appears from ver. 14. The Targum calls it 
Almoth ; which is of the same signification with Bahurim ; 
the one importing young men, and the other youth. 

Behold, thence came out a man of the family of the house 
of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came 
forth, and cursed still as he went.] Out of an inveterate ha- 
ired to David; whom he looked upon as the great enemy 
of his family. 

Ver. 6. And he cast stones at David.] In contempt of him. 
Or, as some fancy, to reproach him with. the adultery he 
had committed ; for which he deserved to have been stoned. 

And at all the servants of king David.] This shews it 
was done only in contempt of them : as if they had been a, 
company of dogs. 

And all the people, and all the mighty men, were on his 
right hand and on his left.] He was under such a strong . 
guard, that Shimei's rage was little less than madness :..for 
he could not hurt David, but might have been immediately 
killed himself. 

Ver. 7. And thus said Shimei, when he cursed, Came out, 
come out.] As much as if he had said, Get thee out of 
the kingdom; from whence thou deservesttobe expelled, 
So the words arc in the Hebrew, Go out, go out: the 
doubling of which words expresses his vehement detesta- 
tion of him. 

Thotl man of blood, thou son of Belial.] So they called 
all those that made their will their law. But B.. Levi ben 
Gersom thinks he hath respect in these last words, to the 
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adultery committed with Bath-sheba; as, in the first, he 
might have to the killing of Uriah. 

Ver. 8. TJie Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of 
the house of Saul.] This was perfect railing: for David had 
shed none of their blood; but he maliciously imputes to 
him the death of Abner, and of Ish-bosheth. 

In tvhose stead thou hast reigned.] In effect, he callshim 
an usurper. 

And the Lord hath delivered thy kingdom into theJtand 
of Absalom thy son : and, behold, thou art taken in thy mis- 
chief because thou art a bloody man.'] He still vomits out 
the same reproaches, with a most wicked spirit, which the 
Greeks call i7rtx<up^aK(a, rejoicing in iniquity ,\ to sec Ab- 
salom so prosperous in his horrid rebellion. 

Ver. 9. Then said Abishai, the son of Zeruiah, unto the 
king,Wliy should this dead dog curse my lord the king?] 
See iii. 8. 

Let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head.] There 
was admirable discipline observed in this small army, none 
of which durst stir without David's order or leave. And 
this, according to human reason, was a just motion which 
Abishai made; he being very near of kin to David, as 
Shimei was to Saul ; and therefore a fit person to stop the 
mouth of such a mad dog, by cutting off his head. 

Ver. 10. And the king said, What have I to do with you, 
ye sons ofZeruiah ?] He speaks this with some indignation ; 
and reflects upon Joab, as well as Abishai, who had been 
the occasion ofthese reproaches. 

So let him enrse, because the Lord hath said unto him, 
Curse David.] God neither bade him curse David, nor ex- 
cited him to it ; but finding his heart full of malice and 
rage, gave him an opportunity to vent it, as a punishment 
unto David. Unto which the good king humbly submits ; 
looking-upon it as coming from the hand of God, who de- 
livered him up to this contempt. And in this David's vir- 
tue was admirable ; for it is not an easy thing to stifle all 
motions to revenge, when it is easy to take it, and there is 
a high provocation to it. It is an observation, indeed, of 
Cicero's (Orat. de Auruspicum Responses), that ." perditi 
hominis profligatique maledictis, nullius gloria dignitasque 
violatur ;"• by the reproaches of a tvicked, profligate fellow, 
no man's glory or dignity is hurt or violated. But David 
doth not scorn these curses, out of mere greatness of spirit, 
as coming out of the mouth of a base wretch, not worthy to 
be regarded ; but acknowledges the justice of them, and 
bears them with a singular patience, out of humility and 
reverence to God, who had so ordered it. 

Who shall then say, Why hast thou done so?] He doth 
not mean, who should ask Shimei such a question, but who 
should take upon him to find fault with God, who had just 
reason to suffer this? Though Grotius thinks David ex- 
cuses Shimei in these words. For, speaking concerning 
the respect that is to be used to kings, in not giving them 
public reproaches, he excepts those which are given by a 
prophet, who had a special command from God for it. 
Upon which account he saith, when David was openly 
upbraided by Shimei as a murderer, he had no excuse to 
make for him but this, that perhaps, God had commanded 
him to do it ; shewing that this alone could make it lawful 
to speak evil of the king, if God, in a special manner, en- 
joined it. (Lib. delmperio Summar. Potest, circa sacra, 
cap. 9. sect. 19.) • 

Digitized by 



. Ver. 11. And David said unto. Abishai,, and to all his 
servants. Behold, my son, which came forth of, my bowels, 
seeketh my life: how much more may this Benjamite do it? 
Let him alone, and let him curse ; for the Lord hath bidden 
him.] His passion seems not tobave been at all stirred by 
this impotent railer, and endeavours to quiet the spirits of 
others, calmly reasoning himself and them, with admirable 
consideration, into an humble patience : for what were the 
revilings of a stranger to the murderous intention? of a 
son? And how. could he withstand God, who inflicted this 
punishment upon him for his sins ? ., 

Ver. 12. It. may. be. the Lord will look upon my affliction, 
and that the Lord will requite me good for his cursing this 
day.] He durst not be confident, being conscious of his ill 
deservings; but he had some hope, that God would be as 
gracious to him as this man was malicious. 
t Ver. 13. And as David and his men went by the way.] 
Taking no notice of him. . 

Shimei went along onAhe side of the hill over against 
him, and cursed as he .went, and threw stones at him, and 
cast dust.] Neglect of him - made him -more outrageous : 
which gave David occasion to exercise the greater patience 
under so long a vexation. 

Ver. 14. And the king, and all the people thatwere xvith 
him, came .weary.] Not only with their journey, but with 
grief. 

And refreshed themselves there.] At Bahurim, (ver.. 5.) 

Ver. 15. And Absalom, and all the people of the men of 
Israel, came to Jerusalem, and Ahithophel with him.] As, 
soon as David was got into the wilderness, he took pos- 
session of Jerusalem, and the king's palace. 

Ver. 1G. A?id it came to pass, that when Hushai the Ar- 
chite, David's friend, tvas come unto Absalom.] Among 
others that came to welcome him to Jerusalem. 

That Hushai said unto Absalom, God save the king, God 
save the king.] He not- only owned his authority, but with 
great affection seemed to desire its countenance. Which 
was an egregious piece of flattery and dissimulation. 

Ver. 17. And Absalom said, Is this thy kindness to thy 
friend? tvhy wentest thou not .tvith thy friend?] Absalom 
had not , so little sense as not to consider, that no man 
ought to forsake a friend in .his distress: though at the 
same time he did not refleot, how he had not only forsaken, 
but forced away his own father. So that one might have 
said to him, Is this thy duty to thy father? 

Ver. 18. And Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay; but whom 
the Lord, and this people, and all the men of Israel choose, 
his will I be, and with him will I abide.] The voice of the 
people he pretends to look upon as the voice of God; and 
that he was bound to prefer the public good before his own 
private obligations or affections. 

Ver. 19. And again, whom should I serve? should I not 
serve in the presence of his son? As I have served in the 
presence of thy father, so will I be in thy presence.] He, 
gives a second reason; that he should not offend against 
David,' in giving good counsel to his son. 

Ver. 20. .Tlieh said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give counsel 
among you what we shall do.] I suppose Ahithophel was 
made president of the council (as we now speak), who re- 
quired the rest .to deliver their opinions after he had de- 
livered his. , 

Ver. 21. And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto 
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thy father's concubines, which he hath left to keep the house.'] 
It appears by this he was a profane politician, who did not 
regard by what means, how wicked soever, he compassed 
his ends. The Hebrews. think, also, that by this counsel 
Ahithophel gratified his own revenge, because David had 
lain with his grand-daughter; as I before noted. 

And all Israel shall hear that thou art abhorred of thy 
fatlier.] That he and his father were become irreconcilable 
enemies. For Ahithophel involved him in a greater sin than 
that for which he killed Amnon: it not being so foul a 
crime to lie with his sister, as it was to commit incest with 
his father's wives. 

TJien shall the hands of all tliat are ivith thee be strong.'] 
When they were possessed with an opinion, that the father 
and son could never come to an accommodation. Which 
might have been hoped between such near relations; and 
then the people had been in an ill condition: for David 
might not have been reconciled to them, though he was to 
his son. But after this detestable crime there was no like- 
lihood that they would ever be friends again. 

.Ver. 22. So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of 
the house; and Absalom went in unto his father s concubines 
in the sight of all Israel.] AVho were strangely depraved, in 
that none of them should cry out against such abominable 
wickedness. 

Ver. 23. And the counsel of Ahithophel, which he coun- 
selled in those days, was as if a man had inquired at the 
oracle of God.] It was so sure and safe, that it was com- 
monly followed, without any doubting of the success. 
Such was this counsel which he now gave : for there was 
no greater danger to him and all Israel, than for Absalom 
to repent, and submit to his father : therefore he endea- 
voured, as I said, to make them irreconcilable, by doing 
his father the highest injury. Such was this to which he 
advised, as wc learn by Jacob's resentment of it in his son 
Reuben, and many other examples, for which I refer to 
Grotius. He made the breach therefore thus wide, that it 
might never be healed: for if it had, David might have 
called him and others, in due time, to an account for their 
treason. 

So was all the counsel of Ahithophel, both xvith David and 
with Absalom.] While David was in prosperity he gave 
him faithful counsel: but now in his distress as wisely con- 
sulted his ruin. For, as Procopius Gazeeus observes, " ac- 
commodavit se rebus praesentibus :" he was one of those 
who complied with the present state of things; and now, with 
great reason, advised "to make haste to dispatch David: 
fearing lest natural affection should work a reconciliation, 
and he should be punished for his perfidiousness. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. jyJiOREOVER, Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let 
me now choose out twelve thousand men.] Out of the whole 
multitude of the Israelites that followed Absalom: a thou- 
sand choice men, I suppose, out of each tribe. For he 
knew it would take up too much time to gather all the forces 
of Israel together, and give David an opportunity to escape. 
And I will arise and pursue after David. ~] It seems he 
was a soldier as well as a counsellor: or, at least, he 
thought his counsel so sure of being successful, that he 



undertook himself to put it in' execution^ 'He was afraid; 
also, that if Absalom should command them himself, natu T 
ral affection might make him spare his fathej, and not 
take away his life; or perhaps work an agreement between 
them: and so leave him in danger, as I said before, to be' 
called to an account for his rebellion. 

This night.] The next, I suppose, after David went 
away. For speed was the main thing on which he de- 
pended. 

Ver. 2. And I will come upon himivhilehe is yet weary;] 
With a long march. 

. And weak-handed.'] Before he had got more forces to- 
gether. 

And Itvill make him afraidJ] Strike a terror into him by 
this sudden attack; and in the night, when he was ill pro- 
vided. 

And all the people that are with him shall flee.] Finding 
how unable they were to resist such a force. 

And I will smite the king only .] And spare all the people, 
whom he would not pursue. ' 

Ver. 3. And I will bring back all the people unto thee.] 
By this'means he doubted not to make an end of the war 
presently, and to bring all Israel to be his subjects. 
, TJie man whom thou seekest is as if all returned.] By. 
smiting. David, with whom alone was his quarrel, the- 
whole nation would come into him: there being no other; 
to whom they should submif when he was dead. 
' So all the people shall be in peace] Thus" they should 
have a peace without war; by taking and killing him;, 
which would, preserve both the people which were with 
Absalom, and those with David. They should* all be. 
saved, and he alone destroyed. 

: Ver. 4. And the saying pleased Absalom well,- and all 
the elders of Israel] For it was very sound advice ; it 
being dangerous to deliberate long about such Avickcd de- 
signs ; which must be executed speedily. So Tacitus well 
observes, " Scelera impetu, bona consilia mora valescunt ;" 
Wicked counsels prevail by, sudden violence, but good- by 
delays. ' 

Ver. 5. Tlien said Absalom, Call now Hushai the Architq 
also, and let us hear likewise what he saith.] It was a pro- 
verb, it is likely, before Solomon's time, that in amultitude 
of counsellors there is safety: by which Absalom resolved 
to govern himself. But the providence of God is chiefly 
to be here noted; who made Absalom irresolute and 
doubtful, even in that counsel which was approved by aU 
the elders of Israel, and was, evidently, the wisest that 
could be given. 

Ver. G. Andwhen Hushai xvas come to Absalom, Absalom 
spake unto him, saying, Ahithophel hath spoken 'after this 
manner.] Relating what he had said, ver. 2, 3. 

Shall we do after his saying ?] Follow his advice. 

If not, speak thou.] He gives him full liberty to speak 
freely, if he were of another opinion ; which he might de-, 
liver without offence, cither to him or any body else. » 

Ver. 7. And Hushai said unto Absalom, Tlie counsel that 
Ahithophel hath given, is not good at this time.] He con- 
fessed "him to be a man of extraordinary judgment; but 
no man is wise at all times : and he thought now he was in 
an error for. the following reason. . ; ; 

Ver. 8. 'For (said Hushai) thou knowest thy father and 
his men, that they be mighty meu.]' Old soldiers, who are 
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nware of the danger wherein they ore; and will provide 
against it, that they be not easily surprised. 

And they be chafed in their nmids.] So extremely pro- 
voked and exasperated, that it would be dangerous to fall 
upon them with so small an army as Ahithophel proposed. 
For such desperate persons would sell tli&r lives at a 
dear rate. 

As a bear robbed of her whelps in iM field.] All men 
know that a bear is a very fierce creature : and good au- 
thors, particularly Aristotle, observe," that 'she-bears are 
fiercer than the male; especially when they have whelps 
to take care of, as the same philosopher writes, lib. vi. 
Hist. Animal, cap. 18. But most of all enraged, when 
their whelps are killed, or taken away from them; which is 
mentioned often in Holy Scripture, Prov. xvii. 12. Hosea 
xiii. 8. where Kimchi observes, that they bring forth their 
whelps wrapped up in a very thick skin, which it costs them 
a great deal of pains to free them from; and therefore 
grieves them more, when they find they have laboured in 
vain. (See Bochart, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. 
cap. 9.) 

And thy father is a man of war, and will not lodge with 
the people.'] Of such experience in warlike affairs, that as 
his men would defend him stoutly, and with great fury, so, 
when all was done, it was probable Ahithophel would not 
know where to find him ; for great captains having disposed 
their force to the best advantage, and set their guards, often- 
times Vetire themselves from the camp, and lodge in some 
secret place. 

« Ver. 9. Behold, he is hidnmv in some pit, or in some other 
place.] Some cave, or other lurking-place; as he was in 
the days of Saul, who was never able to catch him. 

And it shall come to pass, vohen some of them.] That is, of 
Absalom's forces. 

Be overthrown at the first.] As might well be supposed, 
if David's men should come on a sudden upon them, out 
of anambush, and put the first ranks into disorder, if not 
make a slaughter among them. 

That whosoever hears it will say, TJiere is a slaughter 
among the people that follow Absalom.] This news would 
presently be spread through the whole army, and fear make 
them think the slaughter greater than it was. 

Ver. 10. And he also that is valiant, whose heart is as 
the heart of a lion, shall utterly melt.] For men are apt to 
conjecture of successes by tho beginning ; and it is a great 
encouragement to men to fight when they prosper at the 
first onset; and mightily disheartens those that are beaten. 
Lions are not only very strong, but very furious creatures; 
and therefore valiant men are said to have the hearts of 
lions, and the faces of lions, (1 Chron. xii.8.) and tho army 
of locusts to have the teeth of lions, (Joel i. G.) But no 
men are so terrible, but they may be terrified, when they 
are suddenly and unexpectedly surprised by men as ter- 
rible as themselves; and far more incensed and justly 
enraged. 

Vossius thinks that the word lebi, which in Hebrew sig- 
nifies a lion, comes from the word leb, which in that lan- 
guage signifies the heart; as much as to say, Cordahis, a 
hearty creature, full of courage : whence the Greeks call a 
valiant and generous man, Sv/ioXtWa and Xcovro$v/iov. 
'(See him, lib. iii. de Orig.et Progr. Idol. cap. 52. and Bo- 
chartus, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 2.) 
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For all Israel knoiv that thyfatlier is a mighty man, arid 
they that be with him are valiant men.] Who would pursue 
any advantage with the greatest courage and resolution. 

Ver. 11. Therefore I counsel, that all Israel be generally 
gathered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, even ds 
the sand that is by the sea in multitude.'] He means all the 
fightiflg men throughout the country, which were very nu- 
merous. In which advice, his chief aim was to gain time 
for David to raise an army by the help of his friends; for 
all Israelcould not presently be gathered together, and put 
into order of battle. ■ 

And that thou go to battle also in thy own person.] 
Which would encourage the people to fight valiantly, when 
he was at the head of them ; and would win him great 
glory, in owing his victory to his own conduct, and not to 
other men's. - 

Ver. 12. And so shall we come upon him in some place 
where he shall be found, and we will light upon him as the 
dew falls upon the ground.] He compares the multitude of 
their soldiers to the drops of dews, which cover the face 
of the whole earth; so that if David was in the field, he 
could not escape, but he would fall into the hands of some 
or other of them. 

And of him, and of all the men that are with him, there 
shall ?wt be left so much as one.] For his army would be so 
large as to spread itself over* all the country, and ferret 
I>avid and his men out of all their holes, by searching 
every one of them. This counsel was very plausible to 
one who relied upon the greatness of a host; and Hushai 
was also so cufcning as to speak as if he would accom-* 
pany him. 

Ver. 13. Moreover, if he be got into a city, then shall all 
Israel bring ropes to that city, and we will draw it into the 
river.] He represents a further advantage of such a multi- 
tude; that if David quitted the field, and got into the 
strongest of their cities, encompassed with high walls, and 
a deep ditch, they were enough to begirt it round,. and, by 
ropes put about the walls, draw them down and all the 
houses of the city; into the ditch that tun about it". There 
was no such thing, that we read of, practised in war; there- 
fore some \iychabalhn (which we translate ropes) under- 
stand troops, or bands of men, who by machines drawn with 
ropes could batter down walls and houses : or rather, this 
is a bragging hyperbolical speech, that they should be so 
numerous as to be able to do this, if there were no other 
way to reduce the city. 

Until there be not one small stone found there.] Much less 
any man remaining there. 

Ver. 14. And Absalom and all the men of Israel said, 
The counsel of Hushai is better than the counsel of Ahitho- 
phel.] For so it would naturally seem to men that had a 
bad cause, and were cowardly, having nothing but their 
numbers to depend upon. 

For the Lord had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 
Ahithophel, to the intent that God might bring evil upon Ab- 
salom:] But the chief reason was, that God blinded their 
eyeS, and infatuated their judgments, that they could not 
discern what was best, but take that course which would 
ruin Absalom. Such is the wonderful overruling provi- 
dence of God, in more cases than wo are aware of; for, as 
St. Hilary speaks, concerning the rage of heretics, "Si 
quantum audet impietas, tantura consuleret prudentia, dif- 
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ficile esset veritatis causam agcre;" If wickedness were as 
wise and prudent in counsel, as it is bold and daring in at- 
tempts, it tvould be hard to maintain a good cause. 

Vcr. 15., Then said Hushai to Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests, Thus and thus did Ahithophel counsel Absalom and 
the elders of Israel ; and thus have I counselled .] He acted 
the part of a true friend to David, but not of a trusty ser- 
vant to Absalom, whose counsels he betrayed. 

Vcr. 16. Now therefore send quickly, and tell David,] 
Carry him this intelligence with all speed. 

Saying, Lodge not this night An the plain of the wilderness, 
but speedily. pass over.'] The river Jordan. 

Lest the king be swallowed up, and all the people that are 
with him.] For fear Absalom should change his resolution, 
and incline again to the counsel of Ahithophel ; who being 
a man of great authority, might persuade him his advice 
was the truest. 

Ver. 17. Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by En-rogel.] 
A place near Jerusalem, (Josh. xv. 7, 8.) which the Tar- 
gum translates the fuller's well; because, as Kimchrsays, 
the fullers there trod their cloth with their feet ; for he de- 
rives rogel from the word regel, which signifies afoot. 

(For they might not be seen to come into the city).] Their 
fathers charged them to stay in this place ; because it 
would have been difficult to send them out of the city with- 
out being discovered. - . 

And a wench went and told them.] Pretending, . perhaps, 
to go thither to scour some clothes. 

And they went and told king David.] After a little stop 
in their way, as it here follows. 

Ver. 18. Nevertheless a lad saw. them, and told Absalom.] 
Some of whose troopers, who were scouting thereabouts 
(as Josephus understands it), discovered them before they 
had gone two furlongs. 

But they went both of them away quickly, and came into 
a man's house in Bahnrim.] They suspected they were dis- 
covered, and therefore turned out of the public road (as 
Josephus explains it) and made haste to this village, and 
perhaps to that man's house where David refreshed him- 
self, (xvi. 5. 14.) . . ; 

Which had a well in his court ; whither they went down.] 
For at that time of the year their wells in many places were 
dry, or had little water in them. And it would not be easily 
suspected that they would stay in an open court. 

Ver. 19. And the woman took and spread a covering over 
the well's mouth, and spread ground corn thereon.] Corn 
newly thrashed out, which she pretended to* dry in the sun. 

And the thing was not knoivn.] By this means they lay 
undiscovered. 

Ver. 20. And when Absalom's servants.] Who were sent 
to pursue them. 

Came to the woman of the house*'] For some had informed 
them that they had turned this way. 

Tliey said, Wliere is Ahimaaz and Jonathan?'] They 
were known persons, being the sons of the most eminent 
among the priests; or, perhaps, they described them to her, 
so that sho could not but know whether two such persons 
came thither, or passed that way. 

And the woman said unto them, They be gone over, the 
brook of water.] Which came, I suppose, from the fountain 
of En-rogel. It seems to havo been a common opinion in 
those days, that these officious lies, for the safety of inno- 



cent persons, had no hurt in them; for we find many in- 
stances of them, which cannot be justified. (See upon 
Josh. ii. 5.) 

And when they had sought them and could not find them, 
they returned to Jerusalem.] For the woman told them, as 
Josephus says, that they made no stay at her house ; but 
after they had asked for a little drink, made haste away. 
Though if they pursued them speedily, she believed they 
might overtake them, 

Ver. 21, And it came to pass, after they were departed, 
they came up out of the well, and went and told David.] As 
soon as the pursuers were returned back to Jerusalem. 

And said unto David, Arise, and pass over the water: 
for thus hath Ahithophel counselled against you.] And they 
did not know but he, by his great wisdom, might overrule 
the counsel of Hushai (with .which/ no doubt, they also 
acquainted David), and persuade Ahsalom to hearken to 
his ; and then David was in extreme danger. 

Ver. 22. Tlien David arose, and all the people that were 
with him, and they passed over Jordan : by the morning-* 
light there lacked not one of them that was not gone over 
Jordan.] By this it appears, that they passed over in the 
night, either at the fords, or in boats: and that not one of 
them miscarried in the passage, or ran away from him. 

Vcr. 23. Andivhen Ahithophel saw that his counselwas not 
followed.] Soon after Ahimaaz and Jonathan were gone 
to David, it publicly appeared, that the counsel of Ahitho- 
phel was rejected, and Hushai's entertained. 

He saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his 
house, to his city, and put his household in order.] Settled 
his affairs, and disposed of his estate. 

And hanged himself] Being confident that David would 
get the better of Absalom; and that then he should be put 
to death for his treason; which made him choose to be his 
own executioner. So we understand- it ; though some of 
the Jews will have it that he died of grief, being choked 
with a quinsy. For it is not likely, they think, so wise a 
man as he would hang himself : but, being full of anguish, 
anger, and vexation (arising not merely from his pride, 
which enraged him to see any man's counsel preferred to 
his ; but to the foresight, as I said, of danger, if David pre- 
vailed, as he was sure he would), these passions cast him 
into so violent a distemper, that he was strangled by it. 
And so some interpret the word airny^aro, in Matt, xxvii. 5. 

And died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father .] 
Where perhaps he would not have had the honour to be in- 
terred, if he had been executed, by David. 

Ver. 24. Then David came to Mahanaim.] A place in the 
tribe of Gad. (Sec chap. ii. 8. of this book.) 

And Absalom passed over Jordan, he and all the men of 
Israel with him.] As soon as he had gathered them toge- 
ther, which required some time : during which David. had 
opportunity to strengthen himself by gathering an army 
^lso. Which was after the death of Ahithophel (who saw 
what delays were made by gathering Israel together, and 
what the consequence would be), and after relief was sent 
him by several persons : particularly by Shobi of the chil- 
dren of Ammon, (vcr. 27.) who were neighbours to this, 
part of the country of Israel, though at a good distance 
from Mahanaim. 

Ver. 25. And Absalom made Amasa captain of the host 
instead ofJoab: which Aniasa was a man's son whose name 
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was Ultra, an Israelite.'] By religion, though by birth an 
Ishmaelite. {Sec 1 Chron. ii. 27.) Abarbincl thinks the 
quite contrary, that he was an Israelite by birth, but had 
lived long in the land of the Ishmaelites. And by the son 
of a man he understands an illustrious person. 

TJiat ivent in to Abigail the daughter of Naliash.] That 
is, ho married one of the daughters of Jesse, who is here 
called Nahasli. For, as Kimchi observes, many persons 
had two names: and this signifies a serpent. From whence 
it is, that when Isaiah ,saith, xiv. 29. out of the serpent's 
root (or the root ofNahash) shall come forth a cockatrice, 
or basilisk; the Chaldee paraphrase expounds it, out of the 
root of Jesse shall come forth the Messiah. Who was typi- 
fied by the brazen serpent in the wilderness. 

Sister to Zeruiah, JoaVs mother.] So Amasa was cousin- 
german to Joab : and David was uncle to them both. Ab- 
salom, one would think, should not have trusted in such an 
office so near a relation of David: but he himself was 
much nearer; and he took Amasa to be as ambitious as 
himself. 

Ver. 26. So Israel and Absalom pitched in the land of 
Gilead.] Waiting an opportunity to fight David. 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass, when David was come to 
Mahanaim, that Shobi, the son ofNahash ofRabbah of the 
children ofAmmon.] This was a comfort to David; to see 
himself honoured in his distress by one of a strange coun- 
try: which he had made his enemy by the terrible execu- 
tion he 'had made among them, (xii. 2G, &c.) But it is 
thought, that this Shobi, the brother ofHanun, abhorring 
the base affront which he put upon David, was preserved 
by him, and made king of the country in the room of Ha- 
nun. And shewed his gratitude for so great a kindness, by 
coming to his relief, and perhaps to his assistance in his 
extreme necessity. 

AndMachir the son of Ammielof Lo-debar.] Who bred up 
•Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, till David sent for him, 

(ix.fi) 

r And Barzillai the Giteadite of Rogelim.] Who was a 
man of great wealth, (xix. 32.) and of as great goodness : 
for he maintained David while he was in those parts. 

Ver. 28. Brought beds, and basons, and earthen vessels.] 
All manner of household stuff, which they now wanted. 

And wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, and 
beaiis, and lentiles, and parched pulse.] All sorts of pro- 
vision, which were necessary for the sustenance either of 
man or beast. And they brought it of their own accord, 
without asking, which was a token of their affectionate 
loyalty. The word kali is twice repeated among these 
provisions, and is first joined with wlteat, barley, and 
flour. And properly signifies, tostas fruges, parched corn, 
as we well translate it. And in the latter end of the verse, 
after beans and lentiles, it must signify, as Bochart ob- 
serves, " tostum aut frictum aliquod legumen, viz. frictum 
deer," some parched or fried sort of pulse, to wit, fried 
vetches: which grew plentifully in Judea; as it was com- 
mon among both Greeks and Romans in their food, as 
Bochart shews, in his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. i. cap. 7. 
where he observes that it is called kali by the Arabians to 
this day. And here we may learn, by the way, from this 
story, and the present made him by Abigail, and by Ziba, 
what was the ordinary victuals used in those days." Grain 
$nd pulse made up a great part of it, which were the com T 



mon food of the ancient Egyptians. And the Romans, in 
their best times, when they most of all applied themselves 
to agriculture, did scarcely live .upon any thing else : 
whence came the illustrious names of Fabius, Piso, Ci- 
cero, and Lcntulus. 

Ver. 20. And honey.] Milk and honey in those times 
were reckoned the greatest delicacies, and were the food 
of kings and great persons ; as tho same Bochart observes, 
lib. iv. cap. 11. , 

And butter, and sheep, and cheese of kine,for David, and 
for the people that were with him, to eat.] The making of 
butter, I have observed elsewhere, was early known in 
these countries; and so was cheese. For, as the author 
now mentioned observes, though these words saphoth lachar 
be very variously interpreted, yet the Chaldee and Syriac, 
as well as all the Hebrews, understand by saphoth, cheese 
made of cow's milk : from the Hebrew and, Chaldee word 
saphar, which signifies to strain; cheese being made by 
pressing the whey out of the curds. (See Hierozoicon, 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 33.) Here is no mention of any flesh- 
meat but sheep, which were very plentiful in those coun- 
tries : and so was fish also, but we never read any mention 
of its being eaten, till the latter times. For it is supposed 
by learned men, that the ancients despised it, as too light 
and delicate for strong stomachs. Whence they observe 
that Homer never speaks of it, nor any Grecian writer of 
the heroic times. 

For they said, Tlie people are weary, and hungry, and 
thirsty, in the wilderness.] Where there w T as scarcity of 
provision, and therefore they needed refreshment, when 
they were come out of it. Which moved these good peo- 
ple to bring them beds to rest themselves in, after their 
journey: and all these good things which this rich coun- 
try afforded, to satisfy their hunger : and it is highly pro- 
bable, bottles of wine were not wanting, to make their en- 
tertainment more noble. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. JiiND David numbered the people that were with 
him.] And found them sufficient to make a considerable 
army. 

And set captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds 
over them.] Formed them into regiments and companies 
(as we now speak), and set proper officers and commanders 
over them. 

Ver. 2. And David sent forth a third part of the people 
under the hand of Joab.] Who was the general of the whole 
host : but now David intended to command in chief him- 
self (as we read in the end of this verse), and therefore 
committed only a third part of the army to the conduct 
of Joab. 

And a third part under the hand ofAbishai, the son of 
Zeruiah, Joab's brother, and a third part under the hand of 
Ittai the Gittite.] Order and discipline is of more force in 
a battle than great numbers : therefore David disposes his, 
little army, for so it was in comparison (Josephus saith 
but four thousand men), into three bodies, under three 
eminent commanders : who were to succour one another 
as they saw' occasion. 

And the king said unto the people, I will surely go forth 
with you myself also.] Which he thought would be a great 
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encouragement to them, and make them fight the more 
valiantly. 

Ver. 3. But the people answered, Thou shaltnot go forth: 
for if we flee, they will not care for us ; neither if half of us 
die, will they care for us.] They did not think.it advisable 
that he should hazard himself: for which they give a good 
reason. That if they should be routed, and half of them 
slain, Absalom would not think himself a conqueror as 
long as David was alive : who might raise new forces, and 
give him battle again. And, as Josephus adds, they might 
possibly think the king had another army to guard his 
person. 

But now thou art worth ten thousand of vs.] Whose per- 
son, therefore, ought not to be exposed to danger. 

Tlierefore now it is better that thou succour us out of the 
city.'] By sending them, if there were need, a fresh supply 
of men, which he kept with him as a reserve in. the city: 
and provision also, with counsel and advice, as occasion 
required. 

Ver. 4. And the king said unto them, What seemetk you 
best I will do.] He submitted to their opinion ; for it was 
not a time now to oppose the sense of his people. 

And the king stood by the gate-side, and all the people 
came out by hundreds, and by thousands.] Whom, Jose- 
phus saith, he exhorted to be faithful and courageous, re- 
membering what he had done for them, vikyjv avrotg Inzv- 
Zafxzvoc, praying God to make thevi victorious. 

Ver. 5. And the king commanded Joab, and Abishai, and 
Ittai, saying. Deal gently for my sake with the young man, 
even with Absalom.] If they got the better, he prayed, or 
rather required them, to spare Absalom's life: though he 
did not deserve it, yet because David desired it, whose af- 
fection was wonderfully great to him as his son; and in 
hope, perhaps, to reclaim him and bring him to repentance. 
He considered him also as a rash yo'ung man, and therefore 
an object of his and their pity. 

And all the people heard when the king gave all the cap- 
tains charge concerning Absalom.] So that no private sol- 
dier might voluntarily kill him. 

Ver. 6. And the people went out into the field against Is- 
rael: and the battle was in the wood ofEphraim.] Jose- 
phus saith, that Joab drew up his men, lv rtj> inSitp /leyaXy, 
in a large fields which had a wood behind it. Which is 
called the wood of Ephraim, not because it belonged to 
the tribe ofEphraim, for they had no possessions on this 
aide Jordan, where the battle was fought: but the Gilead- 
ites gave it that naine in memory of the great slaughter 
Jephthah made of the Ephraimites hereabout, mentioned 
Judg. xii. 

Ver. 7. Where the men of Israel were slain before the 
servants of David.] They who fought for Absalom being 
called the men of Israel, it looks like an argument that 
David's army was principally gathered out of his own tribe 
of Judah. But it will appear from xix. 11. that this is not 
true: and therefore by Israel we are to understand the 
tribes on the other side Jordan, who pursued David into 
the land of Gilead, where he had got together a small army. 

And there was a great slaughter that day of twenty thou- 
sand men.] For the fight was obstinate, as Josephus thinks, 
both sides having great reason to stand stoutly to it, lib. 
vii. Antiq. cap. 9. 

Ver. 8. For the battle was there scattered over the face of 
vol. ii. ninii 



all the country.] Thereabout, both in the field and in the 
wood. 

And the wood devoured more people that day than . the 
sword devoured.] Some think the wood is said to devour 
them, because they fell into pits, or stumbled upon stumps 
of trees, or pressed one another to death as they came into 
strait placies, or were" killed by wild beasts. But the most 
simple meaning is, that there were more slain in the wood 
than in the field. That is, more in flight than in the fight: 
SO Josephus, d>c fevyovrai Tnativ irXdovac v fxa\oixivov^ 
For they could not run away so fast in the wood as in the 
open field. - Many also being weary, it is likely, got into 
lurking-places, and were there killed like wild beasts. 

Ver. 9. And Absalom met the servants of David.] In this 
flight through the wood, he chanced to meet with some of 
David's soldiers, who would not kill him, nor so much as 
stop him, much less seize him: for so it seems they underr 
stood David's commandment, that they should not meddle 
with him. But though they let him go, yet God met with 
him, and put a stop to his flight/ as it here follows. 

And- Absalom rode upon a mule.] Full speed, as fast as 
it could carry him. 

And the mule went under the thick bouglis of a great oak, 
and his head caught hold of the oak.] His neck, I suppose, 
stuck fast between the boughs of this oak. 

And he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; 
and the mule that was under him went away.] He hung there, 
having nothing to support him : and his neck was so 
wedged between the boughs, by the swift motion of the 
mule, that he was not able to disengage himself. I do not 
see any colour for their opinion who think he hung. by his 
hair, which being very long, was wrapped about the boughs 
of the tree : nor is it probable he was without a helmet, 
which covered his hair. And besides, it is said afterward, 
that Joab smote him while he ivas yet alive, in the middle 
of the oak, (ver. 14.) Which had been no wonder, if he 
had only hung by his hair; which would not have lulled 
him: whereas when Joab came to him, he was only not 
quite dead, but very near it. Yet that great man Bo- 
chartus, in his epistle about the weight of Absalom's hair, 
supposes it to have been so thick, and ,'so strong, that the 
weight of his whole body could not break it when he hung 
thereby. Though in his last work he saith, " Hsesit inter 
ramos arborum, et jumento praetergresso pependit inter 
coelum et terram/" He stuck between the boughs of trees, 
and his beast going from under him, he hung between heaven 
and earth. (Hierozoicon, par. i.lib. ii. cap. 11.) 

Ver. 10. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and 
said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak.] But not 
dead. 

Ver. 11. And Joab answered to the man that told him, 
And, behold, thon sawest him; and why didst thou not smite 
him there to the ground? and I would have given thee ten 
shekels of silver, and a girdle.] A military belt, which was 
much esteemed, (1 Sam. xviii. 4.) 

Ver. 12. And the man said, Though I should receive a. 
thousand shekels of silver in my hand.] In ready money (as 
we speak) paid down beforehand. 

Yet would I not put forth my hand against the king's son : 
for in our hearing the king charged thee, and Abishai, and 
Ittai.] It was a thing notoriously known, not only to him, 
but to all the army. 
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Saying, Beware that none touch the young man Absalom.] 
Do him no hurt; but leave mc to punish him. 

Ver. 13. Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood 
against my own life.] Not only been false and disobedient 
.to the king, but brought his own life in danger ; and there- 
fore not have been true to himself. 

For there is no matter hid from the king; and thou thyself 
wouldest have set thijsclf against me.] He knew the genius 
of Joab so well, that he was sure he would, have been as 
forward as ajiy, both to inform the king of what he had 
done, and to have him punished for disobeying his sove- 
reign. Joab also knew this to be so true, that he^doth not 
rebuke him for this bold saying. 

Ver. 14. Tliensaid Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee.] 
Lose time in such discourse. 
' And he took three darts into his hand.] .From the Hebrew 
spatim, which we translate darts, comes the Latin word 
spatha: which was a sort of weapon among the ancient 
Gauls, as Bochartus shews, called by the Chaldee gis<e ; 
from whence the Latin gesum: which Festus saith, was 
grave jaculum, a heavy dart, being made all of iron. (See 
his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 42.) 

And thrust them through the heart of Absalom, while he 
was yet alive in the midst of the oak.] Not through that part 
which is strictly called theheart (for then he would have 
died immediately, and there would have been no need of 
his soldiers falling upon him, as we read they did in the 
next verse), but through the midst of his body; which did 
not kill him outright, but there was still some life remain-, 
ing iu him. 

Ver. 15. And ten young men that bare Joab's armour.] 
Who waited upon his person, as general of the army. 

Compassed about, and smote Absalom, and sleiv him.] 
Surrounded him, and thrust their spears or swords through 
him ; and so put an end to his life. Joab, I suppose, thought 
himself not safe as long as Absalom was alive. For some 
unquiet people, he thought, who were deeply engaged in 
this rebellion, would move new disturbances to set. him on 
the throne. Therefore he did not as David commanded, 
but as he imagined he should have commanded. Kimchi 
hath a conceit that some of Absalom's crimes arc legible in 
his punishment: for he was thrust through with three darts, 
having stolen the heart of the king, and then of the two 
hundred men that followed him out of Jerusalem, and then 
of all Israel. And as he committed incest with his father's 
ten concubines; so ten young men compassed him about, 
and killed him. 

Ver. 1G. And Joab blew the trumpet.] Sounded a retreat. 

And the people returned from jmrming after Israel: for 
Joab held back the people.] This was done like a good man: 
for he knew the people were drawn into this rebellion, and 
would return to their duty, now they had none to head them. 
Thus Ca;sar, after the defeat of Pompcy, and the scatter- 
ing of his army, cried, "Miles parce embus;" Soldiers, 
spare your fellow-citizens. 

Ver. 17. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a 
great pit in the wood.] They would not bring his body to 
be disposed of by his father's ordgr, lest it should too much 
move his passion. 

And laid a great heap of stones upon him.] So that after 
a, sort he was stoned : as the law ordered a rebellious son 
to be, (Deut. xxi. 20, 21.) Adricomius, in his description 



of the holy land, saith this heap remained to his days; 
and all travellers, as they went by it, were wont to throw 
a stone to add to the heap, in detestation of his rebellion 
against his father. 

Andall Israel fled every one to histent.] See 1 Sam. iv. 10. 

Ver. 18. Now Absalom in his life-time had taken and 
reared up for himself a pillar, which is in the king's dale.] 
This dale is mentioned Gen. xiv. 17. and was not far from 
Jerusalem : there he thought to perpetuate his memory 
(which had better been forgotten) by a very magnificent 
structure; as Rasi, and several other Jewish doctors fancy : 
and some that have been in the holy land, tell us of such a 
noble fabric in the valley of Jehoshaphat. But this is a sup- 
posititious monument, as Wagenscil observes upon Sota, 
p. 221. For Josephus, who is more to be believed than 
these later authors, saith, that it was only a pillar, lib. vii; 
Antiq. cap. 9. where he calls it, crrvXoc XtSov fiapfiaphov, a 
pillar of marble; which he saith was two furlongs from Je- 
rusalem : in a place where the king's horses run races, as 
some say, and other exercises used to be performed. 

For he said, I have no son to keep my name in remem* 
brance.] We read before, xiv. 27. that he had three sons 
and, one daughter: but, as Kimchi and other Hebrew doc- 
tors say, they were all dead: so that he had no hope to 
make his name survive him by any other means but this. 

And he called the pillar after his own name: and it is called 
unto this day Absalom's Place.] In the Hebrew the word 
which wfc translate place \sjad, which signifies a hand. As 
much as to say, his work: though Kimchi observes, that 
this word sometimes is the same with makom, a place, as 
in Isa. lvi. 5. And when this book was written, it bare 
Absalom's name: though it is likely it did not last very 
long: for such works of vanity arc commonly short-lived. 
Of which the most famous instance we meet with in history 
is recorded by Pliny, lib. xxxvii. Natural. Hist cap. G. 
where he saith, Demetrius Phalereus had as many statues 
erected to him in Athens as there are days in the year, viz. 
three hundred and sixty ; " nondum anno hunc numerum 
dierum excedente;" which is more, he thinks, than ever 
man had. But they were all thrown down, and broken in 
pieces, before a year was expired. 

Ver. 19. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, Let me 
now run and bear the king tidings, how the Lord hath 
avenged him of his enemies.] By this it appears Ahimaaz 
did not return to Jerusalem after he carried intelligence to 
David, but stayed with him, and was in this battle ; for the 
priests bore arms as well as other men : and particularly 
performed the office of trumpeters to the army, (2 Chron. 
xiii. 12.) And here it is observable what strict discipline 
was kept in those days: that no man durst stir to carry the 
news of what had been done without the leave of the com- 
mander-in-chief. 

Ver. 20. And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt riot bear 
tidings this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day.] 
Some reward, no doubt, was wont to be given, to him that 
brought good tidings, especially of a great victory: which 
made him so desirous to be the messenger. 

But this day thou shalt bear no tidings, because the king's 
son is dead.] Which he knew would be unwelcome news to 
David, and procure no good to Ahimaaz. 

Ver. 21. Then said Joab to Cushi.] An Ethiopian by birth, 
as some think, but had embraced the Jewish religion; and 
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it is probable, was one of those ten young men who at- 
tended on Joab, and was present when Absalom was killed ; 
and helped perhaps to dispatch him, (ver. 15.) 

Go tell the kingtvhat thou hast seen!] He mentioned, it is 
likely, the particulars : which he would not put in writing, 
but have him deliver by word of mouth. * For he himself 
would not relate what he had done to Absalom. 

And Cushi bowed .himself unto him, and ran.] It was a 
great honour io be a messenger of such good tidings, as 
the defeat of the king's enemies. 

Ver. 22. Then said Ahimaaz, the son o/Zadok, yet again 
to Joab, But, howsoever, let vie, J pray thee, also run after 
Cushi.] We cannot tell what made him so earnest to carry 
tidings, unless it was hope of reward, and confidence that 
his own swiftness would tnake him the first messenger of 
good news. For Josephus saith, he told Joab he would 
relate nothing to the king, but nspl uovr\q rrjg v(»o}c, only 
concerning the victory : -n<xvxa<ntv Si -n-tpt r?je ^Afiaakwfxov 
TtXevTTjg, but say not a word about the death of Absalom. 

And Joab said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son, seeing 
thou hast no tidings ready?] Concerning the particulars of 
the fight, which he had not time to acquaint him withal. 
He calling him my son, it signifies he had a great affection, 
to him, and therefore had denied his first request: for Joab 
knew the king better than Ahimaaz did; who had a mind 
to run, because he imagined the king would be pleased to 
hear he was out of danger : whereas Joab knew the king 
loved Absalom so dearly, that nobody would be accept- 
able to him that could not assure him he was safe. 

Ver. 23. But, howsoever, said he, let me run.] He did not 
understand Joab's kindness, and therefore presses. him 
again to grant his desire. 

And he said unto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the 
way of the plain, and overran Cushi.] There were two ways 
from hence to the place where David was: one over the 
mountains, which was the shorter way; the other by the 
plain, which, though the longer, according to the proverb, 
proved the nearest. Or, as Josephus understands it, 
Ahimaaz ran a more compendious way, which he alone 
knew, £7T(To/iOT£/)av iufiaXwv rtov oSwv, juovog yap civttJv iniyi- 

VtoXJKlV. 

Ver. 24. And David sat between the two gates.] The gate 
was a very large place, where public meetings used to be; 
and had an inward and an outward door, between which 
David sat to hear news. 

And the watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto 
the wall.] Over the gate there was a watch-tower, from 
whence they might see round about,, whether any were 
coming, and from what quarter. 

And lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man run- 
ning alone.] Whom he spied at some distance,- but could 
not discern who he was. 

Ver. 25. And the watchman cried, and told the king: 
and the king said, If he be alone, there is tidings in his 
mouth.] He took it for a sign that he was a messenger sent 
from Joab, and that he brought good news: for if they had 
been routed, there would have been more than one seen 
running away. 

And he came apace, and drew near.] So that, in a little 
time, he could discern who he was. 

Ver. 2G. And the watchman saw another man running; 
and the watchman called unto the porter, and said, Behold, 



another man running alone. And the king said, He also 
brings tidings.] More news than the former. 

Ver. 27. And the watchman said, Methinks.the running 
of the foremost is like the naming of Ahimaaz, the son of 
Zadok.] Who was remarkable, it seems, for his speed in 
running. v » 

And the king said, He is a good man, and comes with 
good tidings.] He was one true to the king's interest, and 
therefore, he concluded, would not bring bad news. 

Ver. 28. And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, 
All is well.] He was in haste to let the king know the good 
success they had in the battle, and therefore seems to have 
said at a distance, before he came up to him, Peace; which 
is the word in the Hebrew, signifying all happiness and 
prosperity. 

And he fell down to the earth upon his face before the 
king.] When he approached nearer to him. 

And said, Blessed be the Lotd thy God, zvhich hath de- 
livered up the men that lifted up their hand against my lord 
the king.] Like a truly religions man, he ascribes the vie-* 
tory they had got unto the Lord; who still shewed his 
mercy unto David, and continued to be his God; i.e. bis 
benefactor. 

Ver. 29. And the king said, Is the young man Absalom- 
safe?] He would not expresshis joy until he heard- that- 
Absalom was preserved. 

And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king's ser- 
vant, and me thy servant.] This seems to signify that Cushi 
was oue belonging to the court. 

I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.] He 
dissembled his knowledge. of Absalom's death; and per- 
haps in this said true, that he did not know the particular) 
manner of it; though it appears plainly (from ver; 20.) that* 
he knew he was dead. . ..; 

Ver. 30. And the king said unto him, Turn aside, and' 
stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still.] He would 
not have him go away until Cushi came, supposing he 
might find more of the truth, by examining them both to^\ 
gether. . 

Ver. 31. And, behold, Cushi came.] Not long after Ahw 
maaz had delivered his message. 

And Cushi said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lord? 
hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against 
thee.] He said no more than Ahimaaz had done; thinking; 
it would be unacceptable news to mention Absalom's, 
death. 

Ver. 32. And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man : 
Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, TJie enemies of my 
lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be 
as that young man is.] This was a decent manner of speech 
to inform him that he was dead. 

Ver. 33. And the king tvas much moved.] So that we do 
not find he inquired after the manner of his death, nor, 
after any of the particulars of the victory. 

And went up to the chamber over the gate*] See xix. 8. 

And tvept.] Being extremely disturbed, he retired as far 
as he could from all company, IttXtq v^jXorarov TrJeTroAewc; 
(as Josephus speaks), to the highest part of the city, where, 
he bewailed his son, knocking his breast, and tearing his- 
hair (as the same author's words are), k&\ iravrotwc avrbvi 
aiKtZofjtvog, afflicting himself all manner of zvays. 

And, as he went up, fie said.] When he came into the 
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chamber, it was not so easy to know what he did, or heat 
what he said, because he shut up himself privately; but 
as he went up the stairs, ho thus bemoaned the loss of 
his son. 

O my son Absalom! my son, my son Absalom! would 
God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!] No 
words can be more passionate; and it is likely his wish, 
that he had died in Absalom's stead, was only the effect of 
excessive love to him, and grief for him, which made him 
vent himself in expressions which were not considerate. 
But Pellicanus (in which he follows St. Austin) thinks this 
was a deliberate wish, because Absalom died impenitent, 
and might have lived to be a better man; but if David had 
died, he had good hope of his own salvation. But I take 
this not to be well-grounded; for if David had died, in all 
likelihood his son would not have been sorry for it, but 
triumphed in his good success, and proved a wicked tyrant 
over a base people. The stupidity of the Jewish doctors 
is inconceivable, who fancy Absalom would have cut his 
hair, by which Tie hung, with his sword, had he not seen 
hell gaping for him, if he fell down; which made him 
choose to die in the oak: but his father, by his lamenta- 
tion over him, crying seven times, my son, my son, deli- 
vered him from the seven gates of hell, and, brought him 
ihto paradise. (See Bartoloccius, in his Kirjath-sepher, 
torn. ii. p. 128, &c. 162.) 



CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. A.ND it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth 
and mourneth for Absalom.'] For Joab was now come to 
the city himself, to give the king an account of the fight; 
and it is likely Ahimaaz, or Cushi, informed him how hea- 
vily the king took the news of his son's death. 

Ver. 2. And the victory.'] That is, the joy for the victory. 
That day was turned into mourning unto all the people: 
for the people heard say that day, how the king grieved for 
his son.] They had so great a regard to their prince, that 
when they heard of his affliction, they were afflicted with 
him; and instead of triumphing, they also made lamenta- 
tions. 

Ver. 3. Arid the people gat them by stealth that day into 
(Tie city.] Not by the gate where David was, but by some 
secret way, that he might not seo them. Just like thieves, 
who are afraid to bo discovered and punished for what 
they have done. 

As people being ashamed steal away ivhen they flee in 
battle.] As if they had lost the day, and not been victo- 
rious. 

Ver. 4. And the king covered his face.] Such was the 
custom of deep mourners (as Kimchi here observes), that 
they might neither see, nor be seen. As being ashamed 
(saith R. Levi) any should behold their rueful looks. 

And the king cried tvith a loud voice, O my son Absalom! 
O Absalom, my son, my son!] It is observed by many 
learned men, that the oriental people expressed their pas- 
sions with greater vehemence than we are wont to do in 
these parts of the world. Where crying out aloud with a 
doleful voice, called howling in* Scripture, is not usual; but 
was common among the Jews, as we see before in David, 
(iii. 32.) and at the laying the foundation of the temple 



after the captivity, when they that wept with a loud voice, 
drowned the voice of those that shouted for joy, (Ezra iii. 
12, 13.) 

Ver. 5. And Joab went into the house of the king.] It 
seems by this, that David was removed before Joab came 
from the top of the gate, and gone to his house, where he 
was wont to reside. 

And said, Tlidu hast shamed this day the faces of all thy 
serva7itsJ] Making them hang down their heads, as if they 
had committed such a 'crime that they were ashamed to 
look men in the face. 

Which this day have saved thy m life, and the lives of thy 
sons and of thy daughters, and the lives of thy wives, and 
the lives of thy concubines.] Of all that was dear unto him. 
Ver. 6. In that thou lovest thine enemies, and hatest thy 
friends.] In whose preservation he seemed to take no plea- 
sure, but only to grieve for the loss of a rebellious son. 

For thou hast declared this day, that thou regardest nei- 
ther princes nor servants.] Neither himself, nor Abishai, 
nor Ittai, nor any of the great officers and faithful soldiers, 
who had adventured their lives for him. 

For this day I perceive, that if Absalom had lived, and all 
we had died this day, then it had pleased thee well.] This 
was spoken by Joab too sharply, and insolently; yet it 
was something necessary at this time to awaken David out 
of a strange lethargy, which made him take notice of no- 
body, but behave himself as if he had no concern for any 
person in the world, but for Absalom alone, who was gone 
out of it. 

Ver. 7. Now therefore arise, go forth, and speak com* 
fortably to thy servants.'] He wishes him to go and shew 
himself to his people, and acknowledge their good service, 
praise their courage, and congratulate their happy success: 
giving the honours and largesses that were due unto them, 
or promising them rewards proportionable to their merits. 
For I swear by the Lord, if thou go not, forth.] Unto the 
people, and declare how sensible he was of their services. 
There will not tarry tvith thee one man this night.] He re- 
solved, and confirmed it with the most solemn oath, that 
he would lead his whole army away from him, and leave 
him alone. David seems to have answered nothing to all 
this discourse, which moved Joab to conclude with these 
harsh words. 

And that will be worse unto thee than all the evil that 
bef el thee from thy youth until now.] For during the cruel 
persecution of Saul, as well as in this exile, he had a good 
company of faithful persons with him. Josephus ex- 
presses this threatening very well, Tore <roi ttikqotzqov, ml 
a\?j^c TrotTjtra) to 7riv9o$, I will make thee weep for some- 
thing (as we speak), and more bitterly than ever. 

Ver. 8. Tlien the king arose, and sat in the gate.] Where 
the concourse of people used to be about business. For 
the gate was a spacious place, and the same thing with the 
exchange, or the forum among the Romans. The market 
for commodities was held here, as we learn from the pro- 
phecy of Elisha, who foretold corn should be sold at such 
a rate the next day in the g&te of Samaria, (2 Kings vii.2.) 
which was a very large place, since Ahab assembled there 
four hundred false prophets, (1 Kings xxii. 10.) In these 
gates also there was some building, wherein were scats for 
the elders and judges: for Boaz having a cause to be 
heard, went up to the gate, and sat down there, (Ruth iv. 
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1, 2.) And so many public assemblies being held here, it 
makes it probable that the chamber over the gate (men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter), where David \£ent to 
weep, was the place where the privy-council were wont 
to meet. 

And they told unto all the people.] That were in the city 
and elsewhere. 

Saying, Behold, the king doth sit in the gate. And all the 
people came before tlte king.] To congratulate to him his 
safety, and to receive the tokens of his favour. 

For all Israel Jiad fled, every man to his tent.] Until the 
people heard the king appeared publicly, and no longer 
bewailed Absalom. 

Ver. 9. And all the people were at strife through all the 
tribes of Israel.] Who should be forwardest to bring back 
the king: blaming one another's slackness in it. 

Saying, The king saved us out of the hand of our enemies, 
and he delivered us out of the hand of the Philistines, and 
now he is fled out of the land for Absalom.] They call to 
mind what benefits they had received by his means, in 
their deliverance from many enemies; especially the Phi- 
listines, who had grievously oppressed them: and also 
their great ingratitude to him in driving him out of Jerusa- 
lem, and forcing him to flee over Jordan, for the sake of 
Absalom. 

Ver, 10. And Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead 
in battle.] We do not read of his being actually anointed: 
but they chose him for their king, and obeyed him as if 
he had. 

Now therefore why speak ye not a word of bringing the 
king back?] They spake this to their elders; who seem to 
have been dubious what to do until they heard the sense of 
the people. 

Ver. 11. And David sent to Zadok and to Abiathar the 
priests.] By their sons, whom he had with hira. 

Saying, Speak unto the elders of Judah.] The priests 
were men of great authority, especially the high-priest and 
his deputy, and most proper to be employed to deal with 
the ciders. 

Saying, Why arc ye the last to bring the king back to his 
house?] That which made them so cold, was, I suppose, 
the sense of their guilt in joining with Absalom: who be- 
gan his conspiracy in Jerusalem itself, and perfected it in 
Hebron, both cities of Judah. Whose revolt was the 
baser, because he was of their tribe, and had long shewn 
his great kindness to them, (1 Sam. xxx. 26, &c.) the con- 
science of which made them afraid to bring him again to 
Jerusalem. 

(Seeing the speech of all Israelis come to the king, even to 
his house).] These last words, even to his house, seem to be 
but a repetition of what was said before, to Ms house; viz. 
at Jerusalem : the other words being a parenthesis. 

Ver. 12. Ye are my brethren, ye are my bones and my 
flesh.] That is, he had much kindred among them. 

Why are ye then the last to bring the king back?] He ex- 
presses the greater kindness to them, lest they should be 
so desperate as to defend Jerusalem against him. 

Ver. 13. And say unto Amasa, Art not thou of my bone, 
and of my flesh?] That is, his sister's son : whom he bids 
them particularly court ; for, being general of Absalom's 
forces, he might through shame and fear be very loath to 
look his unclean the face. 



God do so to me, and more also, if thou be not captain of 
the host before me continually in the room ofJoab.] He so- 
lemnly promises to prefer him to the highest gommand in 
the kingdom: for now he thought it a fit time to depress 
Joab ; who was grown insufferably insolent and imperious. 
For he had slain Abner most perfidiously in cold blood ; 
"and killed Absalom against the king's command; and now 
lately insulted him in his sorrow: threatening (if we may 
believe Josephus) rfjv (SaaiXdax) tripy irapaSovvai, that he 
would depose him, and deliver the kingdom to some other per- 
son. This promise David endeavoured to perform; bidding 
Amasa take upon him to assemble all the men of Judah, 
(xx. 4.) yet leaving Joab (ver. 7.) the command of his own 
legion. Which he took so heinously, that he killed Amasa ; 
and was captain of the host again, more out of fear than 
any favour David had for him : for if Amasa had lived, 
David would have humbled him. For Amasa had a great 
interest in Israel, over whom he had commanded in chief; 
especially in- the tribe of Judah, whose heart he bowed to 
receive David again, as it here follows. 

Ver. 14. And he bovjed the heart of all the men of Judah, 
even as the heart of one man.] Either this disposition was 
wrought in them by Amasa ; or the kind words delivered 
from David by Zadok and Abiathar overcame them. 

So that they sent this word unto the king."] By some 
messenger of their own. i * 

Return thou, and all thy servants.] Assuring him they 
were ready to receive him, and return to their obedience* 

Ver. 15. So the king returned, and came to Jordan.] Be- 
gan to return back, and came as far as Jordan: which 
parted the country where he was from the land of Canaan. 

And Judah.] That is, the elders of Judah. 

Came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, to conduct the king 
over Jordan.] This was an expression of their great affec- 
tion, to come thus far to attend him, and to furnish him, I 
suppose, with accommodations in his journey : for Gilgal 
was near Jordan ; on the other side of the river. 

Ver. 16. And Shimei, the son of Gera, a Benjamite, which 
was of Bahurim, hasted, and came down with the men of Ju- 
dah to meet king David.] Hoping David would receive him 
kindly in such good company. 

Ver. 17. And there, were a thousand men of Benjamin 
with him.] He was nobly attended, to shew how powerful 
he was, and what an interest he had in his country : and 
yet came to implore the king's mercy. Perhaps he was a 
captain of a thousand in his own tribe: who came with 
him to intercede for his pardon. 

And Ziba,the servant of the house of Saul, and his fifteen 
sons and his twenty servants with him.] See ix. 10. 

And they went over Jordan before the king.] They were 
so officious as to go further than the men of Judah, to the 
other side of Jordan, where the king was: before whom 
they passed over. 

Ver. 18. And there went over aferry-boat.] Prepared, as 
many suppose, by the men of Judah. Josephus will haye 
it a bridge; composed, perhaps, of many boats joined to- 
gether. 

To carry over the king's household, and to do what he 
thought good.] To carry over what he pleased to order. 

And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as 
he was come over Jordan.] As soon as he landed. 

Ver. 19. Andsaid unto the king, Let not my lord the king 
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impute iniquity to thy servant, neither do thou remember 
that which thy servant did perversely in the day that my 
lord the king went out of Jerusalem, that the king should 
take it to his heart.] Resent it so deeply, as to be revenged 
of him. 

Ver. 20. For thy servant doth kuoiv that I have sinned.\ 
He professes himself sensible of the crime he had com- 
mitted, and wa^ sorry for it. 

Tlierefore, behold, I come the first this day of all the house 
of Joseph to go down to meet my lord the king.'] To shew 
by his example what the rest should do: and, as the He- 
brew doctors gloss upon it, they would all see in him an 
instance either of David's clemency, or severity; and ac- 
cordingly behave themselves. He was not properly of the 
house of Joseph, but of a tribe near of kin to it: so that at 
this time, it seems, they looked upon themselves as mem- 
bers of the same body; being descended from the same 
mother: and they continued so till the kingdom was rent. 
For Benjamin is placed between Ephraim and Manasseh 
(the two sons of Joseph)in Psal. Ixxx. 2. and they marched 
under the same standard, Numb. ii. 18, 19, &e. 

Ver. 21. But Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered and 
said, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he 
cursed the Lord's anointed?] He would have gone and 
done execution upon him, at that time when he cursed, 
(xvi. 9.) and now he imagined there could be no reason to 
spare him. 

Ver. 22. And David said, What have I to do with you, 
ye sons of Zeruiah.] It seems Joab joined with his brother: 
who thought to govern all the king's motions as they 
pleased. But lie bids them, in a disdainful manner, stand 
aside, and not meddle in, this matter. 

That ye should this day be adversaries unto me?] Hinder 
me from following my own inclinations, and set my people 
against me. For by following this advice, he might have 
alienated the hearts of all Israel from him, and made them 
fear the like punishment for their revolt. . 

Shall any man bepxit to death this day in Israel?'] In a 
time of universal joy, he would not have any family have 
cause to make lamentation. It was accounted an ill omen 
among other nations, if any man was put to death on the 
king's birth-day: and this was a second natalis imperii, 
birth-day of David's empire; which he would not have 
sullied with any cloud of sorrow. 

For do I not know that J am this day king of Israel?] 
He had power to punish, or to pardon, as he pleased : and 
being restored to his kingdom, would not enter upon it with 
blood. 

Ver. 23. Tlierefore the king said unto Sldnxei, TJiou shalt 
not die: and the king sware unto him.] That he would not 
put him to death. But this did not oblige him not to give 
such a charge as he did to Solomon, to do justice upon 
him for any new disobedience. Nothing is more glorious 
than mercy and clemency, as the heathens themselves were 
sensible. Caesar saith in a letter of his to Oppius and Cor- 
nelius (which is among Cicero's Epistles), " Iloec nova est 
vincendi ratio," &c. This is a new way of conquering, to 
fence ourselves by mercy and liberality, (lib. ix. Epist. ad 
Atticum.) 

Ver. 24. And Mephibosheth the son of Saul.] That is, his 
grandson. 

Came doivn to meet the king, and had neither dressed his 



feet*] But wholly neglected himself, as they used to do in 
a time of public sorrow. For the not dressing his feet sig-- 
nifies(asSehiekard and others understand) that he had not 
cut the nails of his toes; but let them grow, as he did his 
beard. It may be understood of his not washing his feet; 
the neglect of which made men very sordid. For in those 
countries, they lying upon beds when they ate (as Scaliger 
observes in his sixth book de Emend. Temporum), put off 
their shoes, and washed their feet, ." ne pulverosis pedibus 
strata inquinarent," lest they should defile the carpets with 
their dusty feet* Besides, in hot weather the smell of their 
feet without washing was offensive. 

Nor trimmedhis beard.] He. not only let the hair grow, 
but took no care to put it in good order. For the words in 
the Hebrew are, he had not done any thing to his feet, nor 
any thing to his beard. 

Nor ivashed his clothes.] His shirt, nor any of the linen 
which he wore. As for their woollen garments, they w T ere 
not wont to wash them. 

From the day the king departed until the day he came, 
again in peace.] This long-continued mourning argued him, 
to be really afflicted for the king's exile. 

Ver. 25. And it came to pass, when he was come to Jem-, 
salem to meet the king.] It is manifest from the foregoing, 
verse, that he came down from some other place to Jeru- 
salem to meet the king: but could not meet him sooner, as 
others had done, because Zibahadgothis estate, and, it is. 
likely, w r ould not furnish him w r ith an ass, no more than he 
had done when David fled away. 

That the king said unto him, Wherefore wentest thou not 
with me, Mephibosheth?] As prudence, as well as gratitude, 
obliged him. 

Ver. 26. And he answered, My lord, O king, my servant 
deceived me: for thy servant said, I tvill saddle my ass, and 
ride thereon, and go to the king; for thy servant is lame.] 
He had ordered an ass to be made ready for him, to carry 
him to David : instead of which, Ziba saddled it for himself;- 
and went with that false story, w r hieh is mentioned xvi. 3. 

Ver. 27. And he hath slandered thy servant unto my lord 
the king; but my lord the king is an angel of God.] To dis- 
cern between truth and falsehood. 

Do therefore what is good in thy sight.] And therefore ho 
submits himself entirely to his judgment, and trusted to, 
his kindness. 

He had great reason so to do, as he confesses in the 
next w r ords. t 

Ver. 28. For all my father's house were bid dead men be- 
fore my lord the king; yet didst thou set thy serva?it among 
those that did eat at thy own table.] The undeserved bene- 
fits he had received from David made him absolutely resign 
himself to his will and pleasure. 

What right therefore have I yet to cry any more to the 
king?] He did not challenge any thing as his right, nor 
thought it decent to trouble the king further with his 
complaints. 

Ver. 29. And the king said unto him, UHiy speakest thou 
any more of thy matters?] As if he had said, Enough, 
enough; 1 desire to hear no more of the injuries done me 
by the house of Saul. 

J Tiave said, Thou and Ziba divide the land.] Some of 
the Hebrew doctors understand this, as if he now parted 
the estate formerly given to Mephibosheth between him 
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arid Ziba ; partly out of shame, lest he should appear too 
rash and hasty of belief in giving all to Ziba, and partly 
out of suspicion that the too great wealth of Mephibosheth 
might make him ambitious. But they acknowledge this 
sentence to be unjust, Ziba making no defence for himself. 
And some of them say, a voice from heaven was heard 
thereupon, saying, That God would make the like division 
of David's kingdom, between Rehoboam and Jeroboam. 
But if we carefully attend to the words, they carry another 
sense in them ; being as much as if he had said, My first 
grant shall stand; when he decreed that Mephibosheth 
should be lord of the land, and Ziba should manage it for 
him, ix. 10. (See Selden, de Successionibus, cap. 25. fol. 
89, 90. where he makes out this very clearly.) 
• Ver. 30. And Mephibosheth said unto the king, Yea, let 
him take all, forasmuch as my lord the king i$ come again 
in peace unto his oivn house.'] Nothing could be more ge- 
nerously spoken, nor signified greater affection, than that 
he was content to be a beggar, now that the king was 
restored to his kingdom. 

Vcr. 31. And Barzillai the Gileadite came down from 
Rogelim.] A place in Mount Gilead. 

And went over Jordan with the king, to conduct him over 
Jordan.'] Merely to bring him on his way so far, and then 
return. 

Ver. 32. Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even four- 
score years old.] Which was a great age in David's days, 
(Psal. xc. 10.) 

And he had provided the king of sustenance while he lay 
at Mahanaim; for he was a very great man.] And had a 
very large heart, which moved him to supply the wants 
of David, and all his family and attendants, as long as 
he stayed at Mahanaim, which was a considerable time. 
Pliny relates, that Crassus denied any man to be rich, who 
was not able to maintain a legion, lib. xxxiii. Natural. 
Hist. cap. 10. where he mentions one that entertained all 
Xerxes' army at a feast: but here was a far more rare 
example of virtue in Barzillai, who maintained not a pros- 
perous prince in all his glory, but a distressed prince in his 
exile, when no hope appeared of a reward. 

Ver. 33. And the king said unto Barzillai, Come over 
with me, and I will' feed thee with me at Jerusalem.] Enter- 
tain him at his own table, as a singular friend. 

Ver. 34. And Barzillai said unto the king, How long have 
I to live, that~I should go up with the king unto Jerusalem?] 
He excuses himself, by several reasons, for not accepting 
the king's kindness ; and the first is, because, as he was un- 
fit for travel so far, so, for so short a time as he had to live, 
it was not prudent to change his dwelling. 

Ver.35. lam this day fourscore years old;and can I dis- 
cern between good and evil?] These general words arc" ex- 
plained by the particulars which follow. 

Can thy servant taste what I eat and drink? can I hear 
any more thevoice of singing-men, and singing -women?] His 
second reason is, that the king's kindness would be ill be- 
stowed upon one that had no relish left of any of the plea- 
sures of a court. 

Wherefore then should thy sewant be a burden unto my 
lord the king?] A third is, that instead of doing the king 
any service he should prove a burden to him ; for old men 
must have some to wait on them, and take care of them. 

Vcr. 3G. Thy servant will go a little way over Jordan 



with the king.] Express his dutiful affection to him, as far 
as he was able. 

And why should the king recompense me with such a re- 
ward?] Since he had but done his duty to his sovereign, 
he did not expect to be so highly rewarded for it. 

Ver. 37. Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back again, 
that I may die in my own city, and be buried by the grave 
of my father and of my mother.] He beseeches him, for a 
fourth reason, not to press him to go further; but suffer him 
to enjoy that whicli old men naturally desire; to die in the 
place where they have lived, and to be buried with their 
ancestors. 

But behold thy servant Chimham; let kiriigo over with my 
lord the king, and do unto him what shall seem good unto 
thee.] That he might not seem rude in refusing the king's 
gracious' offer, he desires him to translate his kindness to 
his son, and bestow upon him what he pleased. 

Ver. 38. And the king answered, Chimham shall go over 
with me, and I will do unto him that which shall seem good 
unto thee.] He would not have it left to his choice what 
he should do for Chimham ; but desires the good old man to 
say what lie would have for him, and it should be done. 
We do not read what Barzillai asked, or what David did 
for him : but there being mention made in Jer. xli. 17. of 
the habitation of Chimham, and that near to Beth-lehem, 
it is a very reasonable conjecture of Grotius, in his annota- 
tions on that place*, that David, having a patrimony in the 
field of Beth-lehem, the place of his nativity, "Jus ibi ha- 
bitandi, et fructus quosdam suos faciehdi dedit Chim- 
hamo," he bestowed it upon Barzillai's son; and from 
thence this place took the name of Chimham, which re- 
mained until the days of Jeremiah. 

And whatsoever thou shalt require of me, that will I do for 
thee.] He promises withal, that when Barzillai was gone 
home, if he had any occasion to petition him, his request 
should be granted. 

Ver. 39. And all the people went over Jordan. And when 
the king was gone over, the king kissed Barzillai, and blessed 
him.] They parted with great kindness, and the king prayed 
God to requite what Barzillai had done for him, 
" And he returned to his place.] "With great satisfaction, 
that he had seen his sovereign in his way to be restored to 
his kingdom. 

Ver. 40. And the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham 
went with him.] As one of his near attendants. 

And all the people ofJudah conducted the king, and also 
half the people of Israel.] That is, the elders and great men 
both of Judah and Israel. To gratify his own tribe, David 
marched on, not expecting the coming of all the great 
men of Israel, who were making themselves ready to wait 
upon him. 

Ver. 41. And, behold, all the men of Israel came to the 
king, and said unto the king.] When the other half of the 
Israelites were got together, they thus expostulated with 
the .king. 

Why have our brethren, the men of Judah, stolen thee 
away, and have brought the king and his household, and all 
David's men with him, over Jordan ?] That is, why did 
they make such haste, and not expect our consent and as- 
sistance, who were as zealous as themselves to' bring the 
king hack? They seem to take it ill, that not only David 
and his family, but all Ms men, i. e. his soldiers and guards, 
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should be brought over Jordan ; as if they would force their 
way, whether the Israelites would or no. 

Ver. .42. And all the men of Jndah answered the men of 
Israel, Because the king is near of kin to us.] Being of their 
tribe, which justly required they should be more forward 
than others in his service. 

Wherefore then be ye angry with us?] For our afTection 
to him. 

Have we eaten at all of the king's cost ? or hath he given us 
any gift?] We get nothing by it, but have only done our 
duty, and testified our great afTection. Abarbinel thinks 
these words, given us any gift, import expiation and par- 
don; as in Gen. xviii.26. Numb. vi.2G. and aro as much as 
if they had said, Hath he granted us a pardon for what we 
did in the business of Absalom? "Whereby they suggested, 
that the Israelites were the principal actors in that rebel- 
lion, and needed an act of oblivion, though they did not. 

Ver. 43. And the men of Israel answered the men of Ju- 
dahy and said.] The words are not as before, all the men of 
Israel: which is a sign some of them were cooled, though 
most of them continued violent. 

We have ten parts in the king.] By the king is here 
meant the kingdom: ten parts of which they say were theirs 
(whereas there were eleven tribes besides Judah), because 
Simeon, being intermixed with Judah, it is likely, now came 
along with them. 

We have also more right in David than you.] As David 
was a private person, Judah had more interest in him than 
the rest, because he was of their tribe : but, as he was a 
king, the Israelites had more, being the far greater part of 
his subjects. 

Why then did ye despise us, that our advice should not be 
first had in bringing back our king?] They looked upon it, 
therefore, as a great neglect, if not contempt, of them, that 
they had not the precedence in this business. 

And the words of the men of Judah were fiercer than the 
words of the men oflsraeL] More vehement: or, they were 
too hard for them in their argument. David did not think 
fit to interpose ; which made the men of Israel think he fa- 
voured Judah, and thence arose a new rebellion. . 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. Jjl.ND there happened to be there.] When this con- 
tention fell out between the men of Israel and Judah. 

A man of Belial, whosenamewas Sheba the son of Bichri, 
a Benjamite.] Who perhaps was of kin to Saul, as Shimei 
was, (xvi. 5.) and one of the commanders in Absalom's 
army, next to Amasa. For so Victorinus Strigelius under- 
stands the Hebrew words, isch Bichri, to signify unus ex 
proceribns, a nobleman, of great power and authority among 
the people: like Catiline at Rome. 

And he bleiv a trumpet, and said, We have no part in 
David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse.] As 
'much as to say, Let the men of Judah have him to them- 
selves. He cares not for us, and we care not for him. 

Every man to his tents, O Israel.] He wishes all the men 
of Israel, since David expressed no more regard to them, 
to go to their homes, and. trouble themselves no further in 
bringing him back. 

Ver. 2. So every man of Israel went up from after David, 



and followed Sheba the son of Bichri.] Instead of going 
home, they followed their seditious incendiary: taking it 
in snuff (as we speak) that the king did not expect till they, 
who Were the majority, came to conduct him: but relied 
solely on the men of Judah, as if they were able, without 
the rest of Israel, to re-establish him in his throne. 

But the men of Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan 
even to Jerusalem*] Not a man of them stirred from him, 
but conducted him from Jordan to Jerusalem. And we 
must not think that all the men of Israel forsook him: bnt 
a very great number of them. For Shimei, in all likelihood, 
and his thousand men, stuck to him, though of the same 
.tribe with Sheba; otherwise David would have punished 
him, when this rebellion was quelled. 

Ver. 3. And David came to his house at Jerus'al&n, and 
the king took the women his concubines, whom he had 
left to keep the house, and put them in ward.] Shut them 
up close under a guard, and fed them. Nobody came to 
them, but only to bring them daily provision for their 
sustenance. 

But went not in unto them.] Never lay with them; but 
looked upon them as become impure to him, having been 
defiled by his son. 

So they viere shut up unto the day of their death, living in 
widowhood.] They were not fit for any body else, being 
royal wives; and therefore he did not give them a bill of 
divorce, but shut them up close, that no man might enjoy 
them. And indeed it was not prudent to let them be so 
much as seen abroad ; which would have renewed the re- 
membrance of Absalom's filthiness. 

Ver. 4. Then said the king unto Amasa, Assemble me the 
men of Judah.] He makes good his promise to Amasa, 
which was a great encouragement to others in the tribe of 
Judah, to stick fast to their king. And by this means also 
the seditious Israelites might be the sooner brought to rea- 
son, when they saw their old general in the field against 
them. 

Within three days.] Because the business required 
speedy dispatch. 

And be thou here present.] To receive his orders. 

Ver. 5. So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah: but 
he tarried longer than the set time which he had appointed 
him.] He was not treacherous unto David (as the Jewish 
doctors in the Sanhedrin say Joab represented him, and 
made it the reason of his killing him), bnt he found diffi- 
culty in the business; because the people had a high opi- 
nion of Joab, and would not easily be brought to serve 
under a new general. This Amasa, it is likely, was loath 
to report to the king, because it M r ould diminish his au- 
thority, and represent him as incapable to serve the king 
in the office wherein he had placed him. 

Ver. (i. And David said toAbishai.] He persisted in his 
resolution to depress Joab; but employed his brother, who 
was the next great commander in the army. Whom he 
doth not create captain of the host; but for fear this delay 
should prove prejudicial, bids him take such forces as he 
found ready in Jerusalem, and pursue Sheba. 

Now shall Sheba the S07i of Bichri do ns more harm than 
did Absalom.] If he had time to gather an army: the peo- 
ple being highly incensed by the provocation the men of 
Judah had given them. 

Take thou, therefore thy lord's servatits.] The guards 
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that attended David, and the standing forces, which were 
always kept on foot. 

And pursue after him, lest he get him fenced cities, and es- 
cape us.] So that they must he put to the trouble of laying 
a long siege to the place where he was. .' : .*. 

Ver. 7. And there went out after Mm JoaVsmen.] A body 
of men whom he particularly commanded.* 

And the CJierethites, and the Pelethites, and all the mighty 
men.] See upon viii. 18. 

Arid they went out of Jerusalem topursne after Sheba the 
son of Bichri.] For David thought himself safe enough in 
the love of the city of Jerusalem, and the rest of the peo- 
ple thereabout. 

Ver. 8. And when they were at the great stone which is 
in Gibeon.] The place of rendezvous (as we now speak), 
appointed by Amasa for the men of Judah. Which was, 
as Josephus saith, a hundred furlongs from Jerusalem. 

Amasa ivent before them.'} As their commander-in-chief. 

And Jodtfs. garment that he had put on.'] As soon as 
Amasa arrived at the army, Joab. also came there as a 
volunteer, of his own accord : or rather, was there before 
with Abishai." Yea, Josephus takes it, as if David had 
spoken those words ver. 6.- unto Joab, telling him it was 
not safe to delay, and therefore bids him.take such forces 
as they had ready,' and go with his brother Abishai. 'IwjSoe 
ot ovk in fitXXtiv ikpivtv, aXXa rov t* aScA^ov kol rove l£a*co<rfovc 
TraplXajSc, 8cc. He resolvednot tostay to gather more forces: 
but with his brother, and six hundred men, and all the force 
they had in Jerusalem, marched out to pursue Sheba: ^ 

Was girded unto him, and upon it a girdle with a sword 
fastened to his loins in the sheath thereof} He had no ar- 
mour on, but such a garment as soldiers wore, closely girt 
to him: and upon it a belt, in which a sword hung by his 
side. Yet Josephus saith he had a breast-plate, Swpaica IvSa- 
Svplvoe, as well as fi&xaipav 7repi&ixra/«voc, begirt with asword. 

And as he went forth.] To meet Amasa, iroXXf^v Svvafiiv 
avayovrog, who led numerous forces to that place, as the 
same author speaks. 

It fell out, ] He had hung it so, that it might drop put of 
the sheath when he pleased. And it fell out just as he 
went to salute and embrace Amasa : who seeing him stoop 
to take it up, imagined it was only to put it into the sheath 
again. 

Ver. 9. And Joab said unto Amasa, Art thou in health, 
my brother?] He inquired in a friendly manner of his 
welfare. 

And Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to 
kiss him.] This is the custom still among the eastern people, 
the Indians: who take one another by the chin, or, the 
beard, when they would give a hearty salute ; and say 
bobba, i. e. father; or bii, i. e. brother, as the author of the 
voyage to tho East Indies relates, at the end of Peter de 
Valle's Travels, p/ 410. 

Ver. 10. And Amasa took no heed to the sword that teas 
in Jodb's hand.] Which he thought lie 'had put into his 
sheath, and did not observe that he held it in his left hand, 
which it seems he could manage a? well as the right. 

So he smote him therewith in the fifth rib.] See iii. 17. 

And shed out his bowels to the ground, and struck him 
not again, and he died.] He gave him puch a wound, that 
his very bowels gushed out; and there was poneefl to give 
him a second stroke. 

vol. n. 
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, And Joab and Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba 
the son of Bichri.] Hereupon Joab immediately, without 
any order, resumed his command, and Abishai durst not 
oppose him, but yielded it up to him. For /his authority 
was so great iamong the soldiery, that none of Amasa's 
men durst stir to avenge his death ; the Cherethites, and Pe- 
lethites, and all David's guards submitting to him: and be- 
sides, all Amasa's men were not yet come up, but followed 
by degrees, as appears by the rest of the story. 

Ver. 11. And one of Joab's men stood by him.] By the 
command of his* master; who knew this would make some 
disorder among Amasa's soldiers. 

And said, He that favoureth Joab, and he that is for Da- 
vid.] He cunningly joins these two together, as if their in- 
terest was inseparable. 

Let him follow after Joab.] He was grown so insolent, 
because David durst not punish him; that, as it made him 
venture upon this })loody fact, so he presumed, that though 
the sight of Amasa's dead body might stop the march of 
those that came by it; yet, upon the declaration his officer 
made, that now he was become general of the army, their 
love to him was such, that they would make no scruple to 
follow him. : * 

Ver. 12. And Amasa wallowed in blood in' the midst of 
the highway.] He seems not to have been quite dead, 
though senseless : but had so much life, that he Tolled to 
and fro in his own blood, which was a doleful sight. 

And when the man saw that all the people stood still.'] 
Joab was deceived in his, measures, for the people hated 
this fact as much as they loved him. And therefore as 
many, as saw it would move no further till the body was re- 
moved out of the way : so that they who were behind went 
without any stop after Joab. 

• He removed Amasa out of the highway into the field, and 
cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that everyone that came 
by him stood stillJ] This was a prudent officer; who expected 
no orders, but of his own accord removed that put of sight 
which hindered their pursuit of Sheba. 

Ver. 13. -And when he was removed out of the highway, 
all the people went on after Joab, to pursue qf(er Sheba the 
son of Bichri.] They that were behind, it is likely, did not 
know that Amasa was killed, and so marched on without 
any scruple. 

Ver. 14. And he went through all the tribes of Israel.'} 
That is, Sheba rambled about the country, from one city to 
another, to excite the people to take up arms against Da- 
vid. But Josephus refers this to Joab, that he followed 
Sheba from place to place, till he came where he was. 

Unto Abel, and to Beth-Maacah.] Or rather unto Abel 
Beth-Maacah: for they were one apd the same place, as 
appears by the next verse. And so Josephus, who saith 
it was a strong city, well fortified, in the tribe of Naphtali, 
in the northern parts of Judea, upon the borders of that 
part of Syria where Maacah was, (x. 8.) In this city Sheba 
at last settled himself, and resolved to defend it : being un- 
able, I suppose, to raise such an army as to keep the field. 

And all the Beerites.] Among whom he had been before 
he canie hither, and got some considerable forces among 
them, For they were of the city Beeroth (it is probable) 
and the parts adjacent: which was in the tribe of Benja- 
min, of which he was a member, and perhaps dwelt in this 
city, (Josh, xviii.25.) 
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And they were gathered together, and went also after ! 
him.'] Unto Abel Bcth-Maacah. 

Ver. 15. And they came.] That is, Joab and his mea 
pursued him thither. 

And besieged him in Abel of Beth-Maacah, and they cast 
tip a bank against the city.] Raised fortifications round 
about it; from whence to batter it. 

And it stood in the trench.] That is, Joab's army had ad- 
vanced so far that they had filled up the trench: and there 
stdod af the very foot of the wall. 

And all the people that were with Joab battered the wall, 
to throw it down.] Some battered it with engines from the 
forts: "while those at the bottom of the wall undermined 
to throw it down. So Josephus. 

Ver. 1G. Then cried a ivise ivoman of the city.] A woman 
of great understanding, who also could speak well. Many 
such there were in Israel, it appears by her of Tekoali, and 
Abigail, and the mother of king Lemuel. 

Hear, hear; say, 1 pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, 
that I may speak with thee.] She prays those that were at 
the bottom of the wall to stop their proceedings awhile : 
and desires Joab to come, and hear what propositions she 
had to make to him. 

Ver. 17. And tvhen he was come near nnto her, the woman 
said, Art thou Joab? And he ansivered, I am he.] She was 
unwilling to treat with any one, but him who had power to 
agree to what she propounded. 

* Tlien she said unto him, Hear the ivords of thine hand- 
maid. And he ansivered, I do hear.] He did not despise 
her because she was a woman; but, as became a wise man, 
gave her a favourable audience, and attended to what 
she said. 

Ver. 18. Tlien she spake, saying, They were wont to speak 
in old lime, saying, They shall surely ask counsel at Abel: 
and so they aided the matter.] According to this translation 
of the words, she praises the city of Abel as famous, time 
out of mind, for wisdom and giving sound ailvicc: and 
now, she would have him believe, was not without persons 
of great prudence and fidelity also (as it follows in the next* 
verse), who would not willingly offend their king. But there 
is another translation in the margin of our Bibles, which I 
take to be more literal, by referring the word barishbnah 
not to old time, but to the beginning Qf the siege. As if she 
had said, When the people saw thee lay siege to the city, 
they said, Surely they will ask us if we will have peace, and 
then we shall soon come to an agreement arid make an end. 
Whereby she secretly remembers Joab of a rule in the law, 
Dcut. xx. 10. which commands them to offer peace to the 
cities of other nations when they came to besiege them; 
and therefore much more to a city of their- own, as Abel 
was. To this purpose R. Solomon Jarchi ; and it agrees 
well with what follows, that they were a peaceable people 
and faithfulto their prince : and therefore would not have 
refused to yield, upon summons, to him. R. Levi ben 
Gersom gives another sense of them; That Sheba and his 
company, when they first came into the city, asked if they 
would follow him, and said no more : to whom the men of 
the city answered, Wc arc peaceable and faithful; that is, 
wc cannot join with thee and rebel against king David. 
But there is a late WTiter, who thinks the words will bear 
this sense: This was a common saying in old time, If any 
one asked whether Abel w ; as a place of justice and judg- 
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men t, f or a den of thieves; the answer was, They arc an up- 
right people. And therefore she asks Joab, why he went 
about to destroy a city so famous for virtue. Thus May- 
crus in his Annotations on Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 14. 

Ver. 19. lam one of them that are peaceable and faith- 
fid in Israel.] She speaks in the name of the whole city: 
which was of a. peaceable temper; and had been faithful 
to David in the time of the late revolt. 

Thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel.] 
A great city, which had many towns depending on it; and 
therefore called a mother. 

Why wilt thou swallow'up the inheritance of the Lord?] 
Do an injury to the public; by depopulating a part of the 
country, which is God's peculiar, 

Ver. 20. And Joab answered and said, Far be it, far be 
it, that I should swallow or destroy.] Do you the least hurt, 
if I- can avoid it. He disclaims any ill intentions twice, 
saitli R! Solomon ; as if he had said, Far be it from me, far 
be it from ihe king, to design any such thing. 

Ver. 21. The matter is not so.] You are not rightly in- 
formed. • V - w 'Ij 

Bat a man of Mount Ephraim,] He is said before (ver. 1.) 
to be of the tribe of Benjamin : but he lived, I suppose, in 
Mount Ephraim. 

(Sheba, the son ofBichri by name), hath lifted up his hand 
against tlie king, even against David: deliver him only, and 
I will depart from the city.] And leave all Sheba's party at 
liberty to go home, without any punishment.- 

And the woman said unto Joab, Behold, his head shall be 
thrown to thee over the wall.] She had reason to be con- 
fident that both the citizens and soldiers would be glad to 
save themselves, by giving up him, who had brought them 
into imminent danger. 

Ver. 22. Then the woman went unto all the people in her 
tvisdom.] Desired they would all meet in the common hall ; 
where she told them what terms she had made for them 
with Joab: urito which they. immediately consented. 

And they cut off the head of Sheba the son ofBichYi, and 
cast it out to Joab.] It *seems his party was not strong in 
the city; or, seeing it likely to be taken, they were glad to 
accept of the conditions the woman had made for them. 

And he blew the trumpet, and retired from the city, every 
man to his tent.] Raised the siege, and went home. . 

And Joab returned to Jerusalem unto the king.] To give 
him an account of his good succcss t * 

Ver. 23. Now Joab was over all the host of Israel.] Now 
that David was restored to his kingdom, and established 
in it, he settled all the great officers who were to govern 
under him: and continued Joab in the chief command of 
the army, which was so much at his devotion, that he 
found it dangerous to displace him. 

And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada ivas over the Chereth- 
ites, and over the Pelethites.] As he was also before, (viii. 
idt.) being a very valiant man, (xxiii. 20.) whom Solomon 
made commander-in-chief of the whole army (as now he 
was captain of the king's guards) after the death of Joab. 

Ver. 24. And Adoram was over the tribute.] Treasurer, 
or receiver of the king's revenue. Which office was not 
settled before; because, in the beginning of his reign, it is 
likely David had no great revenue. 

And Jehoshaphat the son of Ahihut teas recorder.] See 
upon viii. 1G. 
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Ver. 25. AndSheva was scribe; and Zadok andAbiathar 
were priests.] It is uncertain whether Shevabe the same 
with Seraiah mentioned viii. 17. or, Seraiah being dead, 
or displaced, this man came in his room. Concerning 
these priests, see viii. 17. 

Ver. 26. And Ira also the Jamie*] He had his original 
in the country of Jair the Gileadite on the other side Jor- 
dan; (Nnmb. xxxii. 41.) who is not mentioned before, but 
now was made a great officer. 

Was a chief rider about David.] The Hebrew word cohen 
(as hath been often observed) signifies any minister^ either 
sacred or civil: a priest or a prince. Instances of the last, 
are many, and the Targum thus expounds it here, Rab le 
David, a prince, or great man about David. And so the 
priest.ofOn, Gen. xli. 50. and the priest ofMidiaiij Exod. 
ii. 26. signify the priest or ruler of On and of Midian. As, 
in Job xii. 19. we, following theChaldee, translate it, God 
leadetli princes away spoiled. 



CHAP. XXL, 

Ver. 1. JL HEN there jvas a famine in the days of David, 
three years,. year after year.] The Jewish doctors com- 
monly say this famine was before the rebellion of Absa- 
lom. But Abarbindl will have it, that things are related 
here in the order wherein they were done; so that this was 
after' that rebellion was ended. 

And David inquired of the Lord.] For what sin so griev- 
ous a punishment was inflicted: suspecting (as Abrirbinel 
thinks) God might still pnnisli him for those sins he com- 
mitted in the matter of Uriah. 

And the Lord answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody 
house.] God soon comforted him, by letting him know that 
this punishment was upon the account of Saul and his 
family", who had been deeply engaged in blood.. • w - 

Because he slew the Gibeonites.] When he slew the whole 
city of Nob (saith the same Abarbinel) where the Gibeon- 
ites lived, and served as hewers of wood and drawers of 
water to the priests, whom Saul then cut off, (1 Sam. xxii. 
18, 19.) But the same great man .hereupon inquires, why 
God did not send this famine rather for the slaughter of 
the priests than of the Gibcohifes? Of which he gives this 
account, that the slaughter of the priests was punished- be- 
fore, by the slaughter of Saul and of his sons in the battle 
with the Philistines, (1* Sam. xxxi.) and now lie was pu^ 
nished in the sons of his concubines, and all Israel suf- 
fered with them by faminfc, because they did not hinder 
him from murdering the Gibeonites, by remembering him 
of the oath which was made to them; nay, perhaps they 
approved of what he did, being glad to sec the land rid of 
foreigners. But why this judgment was not executed be- 
fore, may seem strange, till we consider, as he observes, 
that the counsels of God are ^profound; and he hath ex- 
cellent reasons why he punishes sinners not now, but here- 
after: and knows which of their children are most worthy 
to be punished, and bear the iniquity of their fathers. And 
the longer he stays before he strikes, the more evident it 
is, that he doth not forget what the evil men have done; 
though he doth not presently declare his anger against it. 
He observes, also, that the Gibeonites being drawers of 
water, God put the Israelites in mind of their offence, by 
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withholding rain from them: just as his refusing to answer, 
Saul by nrim, was a suitable punishment for his murdering 
the priests who consulted God by that oracle. 

Ver. 2. And the king called the Gibeonites, and said unto 
them (now the Gibeonites were not of the chitdren of Israel, 
but of the remnant of the Amorites, and the children of 
Israel had sworn unto them ; and Saul sought to slay them 
in his zeal to- the children of Israel and Judah).] Which 
transported him to violate a solemn oath : as many since 
have done, under pretence of the public good. 

j Ver. 3. Wherefore David said mito t the Gibeonites, 
What shall I do for thee?] He asks them what satisfaction; 
they desired, for the wrong that had been done them. 
Which may seem strange, unless we suppose, as Joscphus 
doth, that God told him when he consulted him, not only 
for what crime he sent this punishment, but that he should 
take, Sitcrjv fjv avrol %(\ov<xiv, such a revenge for it, as the Gi- 
beonites would have. Besides, they had never made any 
complaint to David of the injury which had been done 
them : who might therefore be the kinder to'them, and give 
them leave to name the recompence that should be made 
them. • \r\ 

, And wherewith shall I make an atonement,' that ye may 
bless the inheritance of theLord?] Pray to God to be par 
cified also ; and to restore plenty unto Israel agaiti. 

Ver. 4. And the Gibeonites a?tswered unto him, We will 
have no silver -nor gold of Saul, nor of his house ; neither 
for us shalt thou kill any man in Israel.] Except those that 
they afterward mentioned. For they seem to have been 
people truly proselyted to the Jewish religion, who dc ? 
sired nothing but equal justice; that men should suffer as 
they have done : and therefore Saul having not taken away 
their' money, but their lives; they desired only that the 
lives of some of his family might pay for it. 

And he said, What you shall say, that will I do for you.] 
If they had desired money, or any thing else that was in his 
power, they might have had it. 

Ver. 5. And, they answered the king, The man that conr 
sttmed us, and that devised against us, that we should be de- 
stroyed from remaining in any of the coasts of Israel.] H& 
intended, if not to kill, yet to banish them all: which had 
been worse than.death; for it would have deprived them of 
the liberty of worshipping tho tTue God. *" 

Ver. C. Let seven men of his, sons be delivered zmto ns.] 
Some imagine, that at the first they demanded all the house 
of Saul to be delivered up unto them: but upon cooler 
thoughts they demanded only seven persons. 

And we will hang them iip unto the Lord.] To appease 
his anger, and vindicate his honour. Some think this was 
a barbarous custom in those days (which certainly prer 
vailed in future times) to hang men up, to appease the 
anger of their gods, in time of famine. Which Johannes 
Gcusius fancies the Gibeonites had formerly used, and now 
propounded it to David, as a means to make the earth iuore 
fruitful, (De Victimis Humanis, par. i. cap.* 14. p.310,&c. 
and par. ii. cap. 14. p. 312.) which he imagines to be the 
reason why it is observed (ver. 2.) that the Gibeonites were 
"not of the children of Israel, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites :" to shew whence this horrid superstition pro- 
ceeded; of which some tang still remained amongst themi 
The Vulgar here translates it, "ut crucifigamus eos," that 
we may crucify them. Which misled Scrrarius and some 
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others into this error, that crucifixion was a punishment 

anciently among the Jews: which Casaubon, Selden, and 

several other great men, have shewn to be false, 

l 'In GibeahofSaul] To make the punishment the more 

remarkable and shameful : this being the city where he 

lived, both before and after he was king, (1 Sam. x. 20. 

xi.4.) 

Whom the Lord did choose.] This aggravated his gnilt, 
that he. was so highly favoured by God, and yet obeyed not 
his commands: but spared the Amalekitcs, whom God 
commanded him to destroy; and killed these poor Gibeon- 
ites, whom he was bound by the oath of God to preserve. 

And the king said, I will give them.] This seems to be 
contrary to the Divine law, (Deut. xxiv. 16.) that the son 
should not die for his father's fault To which some of the 
Jewish doctors thought it sufficient to answer, " It is better 
that one letter should be taken out of the law, than that the 
name of God should be publicly profaned:" that is, that 
one precept, rather than an oath, should be broken. But 
there is no need of this; for, as Abarbinel judiciously ob- 
serves, the law in Deuteronomy is to be understood of pro- 
ceedings in human courts; not of the Divine judgments: 
for God visits the sins of the fathers upon the children unto 
the third and fourth generation/ (Exod. xx. 5.) 

Ver. 7. And the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of 
Jonathan, the son of Saul, because of the Lord's oath that 
was between them, between David and Jonathan the son of 
Saul.] Not merely his afFection to Jonathan, but his dread 
of breaking the oath he had made to him, moved him to 
preserve Mephibosheth; lest he himself should incur the 
same punishment which Saul fell under, for breaking the 
oath made to the Gibeonites. 

Vcr. 8. But the king took the two so}is ofjlizpah the 
daughter of Aj ah.] Who was a concubine of Saul, as we 
read afterward, ver. 11. 

• -Whom she bare unto Saul, Armoni and Mephibosheth.] 
After whose name, perhaps, Mephibosheth the son of Jona- 
than was called. 

' And five sous of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she 
brought up.] In the Hebrew, whom she bare, i. e. which 
were born: according to an usual manner of speaking 
among the Hebrews; of which see Dr. Hammond upon 
Luke xvi. note b. 

For Adriel.] It is plain from hence, that by was born is 
meant, as we translate it, was brought up. For Michal 
was not the wife of Adriel, but was given to Phaltiel, 
(1 Sam. xxv. 44.) Merab her elder sister heing married to 
Adriel, (1 Sam. xviii. 19.) by whom she had these five sons, 
whom Michal brought up, and therefore they are called her 
children. Thus the Jews say, in the Gemara Sanhedrin, 
cap. 2. Merab brought them forth, and Michal educated 
them. And the like we read (as they allege for the proof 
of this) Gen. xxx. 3. 1. 23. X^ cc Selden, de Uxore Ilebr. 
lib. i. cap. 6.) Kimchi also here alleges the words of the 
women in Ruth iv. 17. There is a son bom to Naomi; who 
was not the mother of it, but only laid it in her bosom, and 
became nurse to it, as is said in the precedent verse.' Thus 
also Rasi, Ralbag/and a great many other Jews, following 
the Chaldcc paraphrase.- And we have an example of this 
in the heathen writers. For Agamemnon and Menelaus 
are called sons of Atreus, because their father being dead, 
he took care to bring them up. So Eustathius on the 



second book of the Iliads: Plisthenes (who was thfcir 
father) being dead, the youths being bred up by Atreus, 
avrov Tra7&c iKkiifyaav, they were called his children. 

The son of Barzillai the Meholathite.] Tins last word is 
intended to distinguish him from the other Barzillai the 
Gileadite: for this was of the tribe of Benjamin, to which 
Abel-Meholah belonged. 

-Ver. 9. And he delivered them into the hands of the Gi- 
beonites, and they hanged them in the hill before the Lord.] 
In a conspicuous place, where they might be seen by all 
that passed by. David did not command his officers to 
hang them up, but delivered them to the Gibeonites, that 
they might dispose of them as they pleased. 

And they fell all seven together, and were put to death in 
the days of harvest, in the first days, in the beginning of 
barley -harvest.] That is, say the Jews, on the sixteenth of 
Nisan, a little after the Passover. 

Ver. 10. And Rizpah the daughter of Ajah took sack- 
cloth, and spread it for her upon the rock.] It is probable, 
she hoth made a tent of it to dwell in, and spread it upon 
the ground to lie upon iX L) 

From the beginning of harvest nntit water dropped upon 
them out of heaven.] From the sixteenth of Nisan (as the 
Hebrew doctors understand it) until the seventeenth of 
Marchesvan; that is, from the middle of our March tp the 
middle of October; when God shewed he was reconciled, 
by sending showers down upon the earth; which might be, 
for any thing we know, in the middle of summer. And, in- 
deed, Abarbinel thinks this opinion of their doctors is not 
true; but that the plain meaning is, they hung from the be- 
ginning of harvest until God was entreated for the land, 
and was pleased to send them rain; for want of which they 
suffered by famine. And he thinks it probable, that not 
long after they were hung up, they had plentiful showers 
by the good providence of God, though it was summer- 
time; whereby it appeared God was appeased: but by 
their hanging there several days, it is manifest this was not 
a legal punishment (and therefore David committed it to 
the Gibeonites, and did not execute it by his own officers), 
but an extraordinary one, inflicted by Jbose who were not 
bound by that law, Deut. xxii. 24. which in this case was 
violated. * . f 

And ^suffered neither the birds of the air to rest on them by 
day, nor the beasts of the field by night.] She had servants 
no doubt to attend her, who kept a constant watch day and 
night to fright away the birds and beasts. ... 

Ver. 11. And it teas told David what Rizpah the daugh- 
ter of Ajah, SauFs concubine, had done.] Which did not 
displease him, nor the Gibeonites neither, (as far as ap- 
pears), but was accounted a laudable thing, which excited 
David to the imitation of her. I observed before/that Saul 
had but one wife, and we read of no more than this one 
concubine, which shews his moderation in some things, 
which was praiseworthy. ... . . 

Ver. 12. And David went and took the bones of Saul, and 
the bones of Jonathan Jiisson,from the men of Jabcsh-Gilcad, 
which had stolen them from the street of Beth-slum, wliere 
the Philistines had hanged them, when the Philistines had 
slain Saul in Gilboa.] See 1 Sam. xxxi. 10. This noble 
act of Rizpah moved David to do some honour to the car- 
casses of her sons, and to the whole house of Saul: and for 
that end he sent for the bones of Saul and Jonathan, to in- 
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ter them and those children of Saul's with their ancestors. 
Which piece of generosity demonstrated that he had no 
personal enmity to the family of Saul. 
. Ver. 13. And he brought up from thence the bones of Saul, 
and the bones of Jonathan his son.] From under the tree 
where they were buried in Jabesh, (1 Sam. xxxi. 13.) 

And they gathered the bones of them that were hanged.'] 
Which seems to have been done some time after they were 
taken down, when nothing but their bones remained ; and 
then they had all seven an honourable interment, as it here 
follows. • . \ ' > 

Ver. 14. And the bones of Saul and of Jonathan his son.] 
Together with those now.mentioned. * 

Buried they in the country df Benjamin in Zelah.] Which 
was in that tribe, (Josh, xviii. 28.) 

In the sepulchre qf Kish his father.]. It was accounted 
very desirable to be buried with their parents, as appears 
by old Barzillai, (xix. 37.) 

And they performed all tltat the king commanded.] They 
that were employed in this business gave them a solemn 
burial, with all the mourning that was usual in the funerals 
of kings; as the Hebrew doctors expound it. 

And after that God was entreated for the land.] When 
satisfaction. was given to the Gibeonites for the injuries 
done to them, God restored plenty to the country. 

Ver. 15. Moreover, the Philistines had yet war again with 
Israel.] That is, after all the wars beforementioned in this 
book with the Philistines, they again disturbed David's re- 
pose in. the latter end of his reign. Some, indeed, will have 
these wars to have been presently after the war with the 
Ammonites was ended; before the rebellion of Absalom. 
But Abarbinel, I think, well resolves, that the history of 
this war is not misplaced, but that it fell out not long after 
the famine beforementioned. . \ 

And David went down, and his servants with him.] It is 
not said where this battle was fought (as the place of the 
other three following is mentioned), but it is likely to 
have been near to the country of the Philistines; unto 
which David went down; for it lay low, towards the sea- 
side. 

And fought against the Philistines: and David waxed 
faint.] Being in his declining years; or rather of a great 
age, and much worn out by various troubles and afflictions. 
.Ver. 16. And Ishbi-benob, which was of the sons of the 
giant.] That is, of Goliath; who by way of eminency is 
called the giant ; though Boehartus thinks the Hebrew word 
rapha signifies any giant; and so these words should be 
translated, of the race of the giants, i. e. of the Anakims who 
fled into this country, particularly to Gath, when Joshua 
expelled them from Canaan, (Josh. xi. 22.) 

(lite weight of whose spear weighed three hundred she- 
kels of brass in iveight).] This is to be understood of the 
head of his spear, which weighed half as much as that of 
Goliath, (1 Sam. xvii. 7.) 

He being girded with a new sword."] The word sivord is 
not in the Hebrew ; nor is there any thing remarkable in his 
having a new sword ; therefore it should be translated, with 
a new kind of weapon, or rather, with a new belt; which 
had been bestowed upon him as a reward of some great 
exploit which he had done ; or as a token of some new ho- 
nour, or command, conferred upon him in the army. (See 
xviii. 11.) 



Thought to have slain David.] Being stronger than he, 
and having him at an advantage ; when, by some accident, 
he was separated from his army; as Josephus understands it. 
Ver. 17. But Abishai succoured him.'] Came in season- 
ably- to his relief. ... , •: J 

And smote the Philistine, and killed him.] The words 
leave it doubtful whether he was slain by Abishai or by 
David. Our translation seems to incline. to the former; 
but if David was not the person that killed him, I do not see 
how that can be verified, which is said in the end of this 
chapter, that all these giants/eff by the hand of David and 
% of his servants; for he slew none of them, unless it were this. 
Then the men ofDavidWware to htm, saying, Thou shalt 
go no more out with us to battle.] They had advised this be- 
fore, when they went to fight with Absalom, (xviii. 3.) but 
now. they peremptorily decreed it, and solemnly confirmed 
it with an oath. 

Tliat thou quench not the light of Israel.] Lest he should 
be killed, and thereby they should lose the glory of having 
such a king reign over them; for good kings are called the 
light of their people, 1 Kings xi. 36. xv. 4. because, by 
their wise government, conduct, and courage, they made 
their people happy and illustrious. 

Ver. 18. And it came to pass after this, that there was a 
battle again with the Philistines at Gob.] Which was also 
called Gezer, as Abarbinel thinks, 1 Chron. xx. 4. Or, 
they were so near one another, that the battle was in the 
confines of both. 

Then SibbechaitheHushathite.] One of David's worthies, 
(1 Chron. xi. 29.) 

, Slew Saph, which ivas of the sons of the giant.] One of 
the same race of the Rephaims; who seem to be descended 
from the Anakims. 

Ver. 19. And there was again a battle in Gob with the 
Philistines.] This was a place, it seems, very proper for 
armies to draw up in ; for here they fought twice.* 

" Where Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim a Beth-lehemite.] 
He is simply called the son of Jair, 1 Chron. xx. 5. and is 
reckoned among David's worthies, 1 Chron. xi. 26. and 
there said to be the son of Dodo ; who, I suppose, was his 
grandfather. 

Slew the brother of Goliath the Gittite.] The word brother 
is supplied out of 1 Chron. xx. 5. where his name is said to 
be Lahmi. - ■ 

•' The staff oj % whose spear xvas like a weaver's beam.] See 
ISam, xvii. 7. 

Ver. 20. And there was yet a battle in Gath*] In the ter- 
ritory belonging to.it. 

Where was a man of great stature.] The LXX. translate 
it, a man ofMadon: who was born, that is, in a place called . 
by that name. 

That had on every hand six fingers', and on every foot six 
toes, twenty-four in number.] If we may believe Tavernier, 
(in his relation of the Grand Signior's Seraglio, p. 95.) the 
eldest son of the emperor of Java, who reigned in the year 
1648, when he was in that island, had six fingers on each 
hand, and as many toes on each foot; all of equal length. 

And he also was born to the giant*] Was one oftheRe- 
phaim of that country. 

Ver. 21. And when he defied Israel.] In imitation of the 
great giant Goliath, coufidingi as he did, in his monstrous 
strength. 
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Jonathan the son of SJiimeah, the brother of, David, slew 
him.] AVe read of this brother of David in 1 Sam. xvi. 9. 
where he is called Shainraah. But .this son of his is not 
reckoned among David's worthies, 1 Chron* xi. > 

Vcr. 22. These four were born to the giant in Gath.] Here 
Rapha seems to signify Goliath, the most. famous giant; 
if one of them had not been his brother. 

And fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his ser- 
vants.] The first of them was slain by David (Abishai asr 
sistihg), the rest by the great men who were about him. 
(See ver. 17.) 

CHAR XXII. 

Ver. 1. .JjiND David spake unto the Lord the tvords of this 
song, in the day that the Lord had delivered him out of the 
hand of his enemies.] It is commonly thought David penned 
this psalm towards the end of his. life, after all the* victories 
mentioned. in the- foregoing chapter.. Thus Rasi, in thd 
time of his old age, and Kimchi, in the conclusion of his 
day : but Abarbinel, who contends earnestly that all things 
fall out in the order wherein they are related in this book, 
is of a quite different opinion here ; and will have it that he 
composed this song in. his youth, in the midst of, all his 
straits and difficulties] out of which, when God delivered 
him, he sung this song of praise unto him. So that by the 
words in the day that the Lord delivered "him, he thinks is 
meant, that every time he received any deliverance from 
God, his usual method was to acknowledge it thankfully in 
the words of this song, which was composed at first for his 
own private use: but in the end of his days, he thought fit 
to communicate it to others; and therefore put it into the 
book of Psalms, that it might serve for the use of those 
which might be in the like straits, and receive the like mer- 
cies. And then also he reviewed it, and made several al- 
terations in it; which, little and great, amount, as he ob- 
serves, to seventy-four in number. And this he did, as he 
thinks, to make his meaning plainer; arid that the people 
might not mistake it. And there is some ground for part 
of what he saith; for theeighteonth Psalm is directed to 
the chief musician, which shews it was then intended for 
public use: whereas here is nothing said of that, and there- 
fore it is probable it remained- for somo time a piece of 
private devotion. 

And out of the hand of Saul.] He may be thought to be 
comprehended under the name of his enemies: but they 
(as the same Abarbincl observes) were properly the people 
of other nations, who made war upon him; of whom he 
speaks in Psalm exxxix. 21, 22. "Do not I hate them 
that hate thee, &c. I account them mine enemies." Now 
though Saul cruelly persecuted David, yet it did not be- 
come David to call him his enemy, and one that he hated: 
for he loved Saul, and therefore doth not number him 
among his enemies ; but, in a particular manner, to distin- 
guish him from them, adds, and out of the hand of Saul. 

Ver. 2. And he said, The Lord is my rock, and my for- 
tress, and my deliverer. 

Ver. 3. TJie Godofmyrock; in him will I trust: he is my 
shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and 
my refuge, my saviour; thou savestmefrom violence.] This 
great heap of metaphors, as Strigelius observes, is a large 
paraphrase upon the first commandment, declaring God 



alone to be his confidence : in whom he placed all his 
strength, safety, security, and happiness. The consequence 
of which is, that wc should love God with all our heart, 
and soul, and strength; (as Moses adds after that precept, 
Deut. vi. 4, 5. x. 12.) and therefore David adds that, when 
he reviewed this Psalm, and begins it thus ; " I will love 
thee, OXord, my strength," &c. Psal. xviii. 1. (See my 
paraphrase upon that Psalm, where I have sufficiently ex- 
plained these verses.) 

Ver. 4. I will call upon the Lord, ivho is worthy to be 
praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.] Sec in that 
Psalm, where there are the very same words. Upon which 
the forenamed Strigelius piously observes ; That as the 
Uavo7r\ta of a soldier doth him no service, unless he put it 
on to defend himself and offend his enemy, so no protec- 
tion or help from God is to be expected (who is so power- 
ful as before described), unless we apply ourselves unto 
him by prayer and praises. 

Ver, .5. IVlien the waves of death compassed me about, 
and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.] These words 
in this verso differ from the words in Psal. xviii. but the 
sense is the same: that he was in a sinking condition, and 
saw no way to escape ; being overpowered by troops of 
ungodly men, who, like a torrent, threatened to. sweep him 
away. . , ; 

Ver. 6. The sorrows of hell compassed me about, and. the 
snares of death prevented me.] He was so entangled in their 
snares, that he had no more power to help himself, than a 
dead man bound head and foot in his grave. For so the 
word slieol, which we translate hell, here signifies. 
. Ver. 7. In my distress I called upon (Tie Lord, and cried 
to my God.] He did not despair when he was at this plunge, 
but made his addresses to Him who is omnipotent; most 
earnestly beseeching him to deliver him, as he had often 
done. 

And he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry did 
enter into his ears.] There is very little difference. between 
these words and those. in Psalm xviii. The meaning of 
which is, that God gave him a\gracious answer from his 
sanctuary, or from heaven (of which the sanctuary was a 
type), and. shewed that he was sensibly touched with his 
affliction. , . 

Ver. 8. Then the earth shook and trembled.] The terror 
which God struck into his enemies is compared to an earth- 
quake : which makes every body tremble, as it did the 
gaoler, Acts xvi. 29. 

The foundations of heaven moved and shook.] In Psalm 
xviii. the words arc, the foundations of the hills: which 
explains what ho here means by heaven; viz. mountains 
lifted up to heaven. Or, he represents the dread which 
fell upon his enemies, by the consternation which an earth- 
quake causes, when it is accompanied with thunder, light- 
ning, and hail -from heaven, in a great tempest. We do 
not read that there were literally such storms, tempests, 
and earthquakes, for David's deliverance: but if there were, 
it need not seem strange, when profano history informs us 
of God's interposing after this manner in some cases. For 
Strigelius observes out of Livy, that in tho eighth year of 
the second Punic war, when Hannibal and the Ilomans 
were drawn up in battle and ready to fight (upon which the 
fortune of the city of Rome depended), there fell such a. 
shower of rain and hail, as confounded both armies: so 
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that being scarce able to hold their arms they retreated 
unto their camps. And on the next day, in the very same 
place, the like tempest parted them: and as soon as they 
came into their camps, there was a wonderful serenity arid 
tranquillity. 

Because he was ivroth.] Highly displeased at their en- 
mity to David. 

Ver. 9. There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, ctndfire 
out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled at it J] These 
are very high metaphors, -to express the most flaming de- 
gree of anger, and,th6 dreadful effects of it. - 

Ver. 10. He bowed the heavens also, and came down; 
and darkness was under his feet!] The Divine Majesty ap- 
peared in a glorious cloud, descending from heaven; which 
at the bottom was all dark, but above bright and shining, 
with an amazing lustre. . 

Ver. 11. He rode upon a cherub.] To ride, in the Hebrew 
language (as Maimonides observes), is to rule, to govern, 
to manage with an absolute power, that on -which one is 
said to ride; and to dispose of it as he pleases. (More 
Nevochim, par. i. cap; 70.) And therefore to ride upon a 
cherub, or to make the clouds his chariot (which is the very 
same, because angels were wont to appear in bright clouds), 
is to send his heavenly ministers whither he thinks good, to 
execute his pleasure. - ' - v * ; 

And did fly.] Made haste to succour and relieve David; 
when he was in great distress. - • J " 

And he was sken upon the wings of the wind.'] A rapid 
wind shewed that he was present to overturn all opposi- 
tion. (See 1 Sam. v. 24.) 

Ver. 12. And he made darkness pavilions round about 
him, darkwaters, and thick clouds of the skies.] This is still 
a description of the angelical powers, who surrounded 
him on all sides, as his ministers, ready to be employed, 
which way he thought fit to send them. For Andreas Cac- 
sariensis truly observes, in his commentary on the Revela- 
tion, 'that whensoever we read in the sacred books of 
clouds, or thick darkness, we are always to -understand; 
xmovpybg rwv -Sdwv irpayixdruv, some ministry ready to 
serve in Divine affairs* 

- Ver. 13. Through the brightness before him were coals of 
fire kindled.] Those heavenly ministers going forth from 
his glorious presence, sent hailstones and lightnings (as in 
the days of Joshua, x. 11.) in the face of his enemies. 

Ver. 14. The Lord thundered from heaven, the Most High 
uttered his voice.] Thunder is called the voice of God, in 
Psal. xxix. AVhich he sent forth in such terrible cracks, 
accompanied with flashes of fire, that quito daunted his 
enemies. 

Ver. 15. lie sent out arrows, and scattered them; light- 
ning, and discomfited them.] These were the weapons 
whereby they were vanquished ; lightnings were the darts 
and arrows that made them turn their backs and run away. 
Ver. 16. And the cha?inels of the sea appeared, the found- 
ations of the world were discovered, at the rebuking of the 
Lord, at the blast of the breath of his nostrils.] This is the 
description of a great earthquake, which rentit in sunder, 
and made such breaches in it, that the very bottom of it 
was discovered. And this was the effect of God's just in- 
dignation against his enemies. 

Ver. 17. He sent from above, he took me.] He sent his 
angels to rescue and protect David. 



He dreiv me out of many waters.] Delivered him from 
innumerable dangers; compared to waters breaking out 
upon a country, to overflovr it. A ' 

V<Sr. 18. He delivered me from my strong enemy'*] First 
from Goliath, and afterward from many others; as 'we 
read in thfe foregoing chapter, xxi. 16, 17, &c. 
• ; And from them that hated me.] The Philistines, the Sy- 
rians, and other nations, whose hatred to him made them 
set themselves against him, to destroy him. 

For they were too strong for me.] Their forces were more 
numerous than his, and would have overpowered him, if 
the Lord had hot been his helper. 

Ver. 19. TImj prevented me in thedayofmy calamity; 
but the Lord was my stay.] When he was in a weak '"con- 
dition, unable to defend himself, Saul suddenly came upon 
him, and had destroyed him, if the Lord had not been his 
support. (See 1 Sam. xxii. 9. xxiii. 14. 26. xxiv. 2, 3, &c.) 

Ver'. 20. He brought me forth also into a large place.] 
When his house, for instance, was beset by Saul's officers^ 
who watched to kill him as he came out in the morning, he 
escaped by the help of his wife, and got to Samuel and 
Ramah, where he was at liberty to go whither he pleased! 
(1 Sam. xix. 11. 18.) 

He delivered me, because lie delighted in me.] In' many 
other straits'he afterward delivered him ; because he Had 
a kindness for him, and resolved to make him king, of 
Israel. 

Ver. 21. The Lord rewarded me according to my right- 
eousriess; according to the cleanness of my hands hath he 
recompensed me.] God knew also that he was innocent of 
what he was accused; and had no design to do Saul any 
hurt. (1 Sam. xxiv. 11, 12, &c. xxvi. 23.)* 

Ver. 22. For I have kept the ways of the Lord, and .have 
not wickedly departed from my God.] He took no unlawful 
courses to preserve himself; but when Saul fell into his 
hands, he would not hurt him, because he was God's 
anointed. * (See there, 1 Sam. xxiv. 11—13. and xxvi. 
19, &c.) 

Ver. 23. For all his judgments were before me.] He made 
God's commands the rule Of his actions. 

And as for his statutes, I did not depart from them.] In 
Psal. xviii. the words are, I did not put away his statutes 
from'me: that is, bid them stand aside, and give way to his 
interest; but strictly observed them. 

Ver. 24. Itvas also upright before him, and kept myself 
from mine iniquity.] This is still spoken with respect 
to Saul. For though he offended r afterward' grievously 
against God's laws, yet he chose rather to suffer any thing 
than do Saul any harm; and nothing could tempt him to 
that iniquity, unto which he was invited by fair opportuni- 
ties, (1 Sam. xxiv. 4. xxvi. 8, &c.) 

Ver. 25.* Therefore the Lord has recompensed me accord- 
ing to my righteousness; according to my cleanness in his 
eye-sight.] According to David's prayer; which is very re- 
markable, 1 Sam. xxvi. 23. where he desires God to deal 
with him as he had dealt with Saul, with whose blood he 
would not defile his hands, when it was in his power to 
take revenge. 

Ver. 26. With the merciful thou wilt shew thyself merci- 
ful, and with the upright man thou wilt shew thyself tip* 
right.] This is the common method of God's providence, 
to do good to those that do good to others : and to do them 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



372 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[CHAP. XXII. 



justice, who do not swerve from the rules of righteousness, 
when they are injuriously treated by their neighbours. 

Ver.27. TPftA the pure thou wilt shew thyself pure.] Faith- 
fnlly keep his promises to those who are faithful to him. 

And with thefroward thou tvilt shew thyself unsavoury.] 
Declare how much he distastes and abhors those that take 
deceitful courses to briug about their ends. In Psal; xviii. 
the words are, with the froward thou tvilt shew thyself fro- 
ward; that is, he ensnares those in their own devices, who 
perversely take. crooked ways to compass their designs: 
which unexpectedly, end in their /destruction. 

Ver. 28. And the afflicted people thou tvilt save: but thine 
eyes are upon the haughty, that thonmayest bring them 
down.] He is wont to deliver poor helpless people, who 
humbly depend on him, and not on any unlawful means 
for safety: but he contrives ways to lay those* low. who 
(proud of their power) insolently oppress them. . 

Ver. 29. For thou art my lamp, O Lord; and the Lord 
will lighten my darkness."] David himself was an instance 
of this; whom from a despicable, God raised to an illus- 
trious condition : and when he concluded he should perish, 
(1 Sam. xxvii. 1.) advanced him to royal splendour and 
greatness. 
r Ver. 30; For by thee I have run through a troop: by my 
God I have leaped over a wall.] Now he seems to celebrate 
the wonderful works of God, after the persecution of Saul 
was over, and he was made king. When numerous ene- 
mies assaulted him; but he broke and scattered them all. 
And particularly (which seems to be meant by. the last 
words) he scaled the highest walls, whereby his enemies 
thought themselves securely defended. (See chap. v. of 
this book, ver. 6, 7, &c.) 

Ver. 31. As for God, his way is perfect.] By the way of 
God, here seems to be meant his counsels, proceedings, 
and methods of his providence: which for the present may 
appear to us perplexed, but in the issue will be seen to be 
perfectly just, and agreeable to his promises; as it here 
follows. 

- The word of the Lord is tried.] The experience of all 
good men tells us, that he never failed to be true to bis 
word : which is freer from all deceit, than the most refined 
gold is from dross. 

He is a buckler to all them that trust in him.] So that 
none can hurt those that put themselves under his protec- 
tion, with a pious confidence in him. 

Ver. 32. For who is God, save the Lord?] For none can 
defeat his intentions, or resist his will. 
' And who is a rocjc 'save our God?] There are none so 
powerful, as to be able to hurt those whom Jie will protect; 
pr to defend those whom he Ayill destroy. Of this word 
rock, see Deut. xxxii. 4. 31. 

Ver.' 33. God ip my strength and power.] What great 
men Ayould Spipio and others have been, if they had been 
.possessed with such a sense of God, as to .have acknow- 
ledged that all their courage, and conduct, and mighty vic- 
tories w'ere owing to his power. But no Avarrior was evqr 
like to David, who had God in all his thoughts, and ac- 
knowledged all his great acta to be performed by the 
Divine aid. 

And he maketh n\y way perfect.] Removed all obstacles 
out of his way, to tfio completing of his conquests. (See 

V. io.) 
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Ver. 34. He maketh my feet like hinds' feet.] This is 
commonly thought to relate to the swiftness oihhuls; and 
so I have taken it in my paraphrase on the Psalms: but 
Bochartus hath made it probable, that it hath respect to 
the firmness of their treading; which is very remarkable, 
as he shews in his Hierozoicbn, par. i. lib.iii. cap. 17. 

And setteth me upon my high places.] He was enabled to 
pursue his enemies with great celerity, and without trip- 
ping : even unto such places, as for their height and crag- 
giness were thought inaccessible. 

Ver. 35. He teaches my hands to war; so that a bow of 
steel is broken by mine arms.] He ascribes all his strength 
and dexterity to God: who enabled hiin to wrest the 
strongest bow out of his enemies' hands, and break it in 
pieces. 

Ver. 3G. Thou hast also given me .the shield of thy salva- 
tion.] And when he was in great dangers, God protected 
him: as he did in the battle mentioned in the foregoing 
chapter, (ver. 1G, 17.) when Ishbi-benob had slain him, if 
Abishai had not stepped in for his timely succour.. , 
- And thy gentleness hath made me great.] .These wonder- 
ful deliverances he could ascribe to nothing but the tender 
mercy of God to him, when he was unworthy of his favour. 

Ver. 37. Tliou hast enlarged my steps under me ; so that 
my feet did not slip.] When he was in great straits, and 
beset with difficulties, God opened a wide passage ; and 
made all things succeed accenrding to his desire. For that 
seems to be meant by his feet did not slip, but he went on 
smoothly. 

Ver. 38. 1 have pursued mine enemies, and destroyed them; 
and turned not again till I had consumed them.] He got 
complete victories over the Philistines, Moabites, Syrians, 
and Ammonites. (See chap.viii. and x. of this book.) 

Ver. 39. I have consumed them, and wounded them, that 
they could not arise.] Gave them such a blow, that they 
were not able to renew the fight. * 

Yea, they are fallen under my feet.] Submitted them- 
selves unto him and served him. (See x. 19.) 

Ver, 40. For thou hast girded me with strength to the 
battle: them that rose up against me hast thou subdued 
under me.] This was remarkably fulfilled in the rebellion 
of Absalom ; when he was in a feeble condition, and had 
but few followers: but God gave them courage to fight, 
and such success in the battle; that they routed his army ; 
and all Israel was brought under his obedience. (See 
chap, xviii.) 

Ver. 41. Tliou hast also given me the necks of my enemies, 
that I might destroy them that hate me.] This also was lite- 
rally fulfilled, when Sheba raised a new rebellion ; and 
his head was thrown over the wall of Abel to Joab, 
(chap, xx.) 

Ver f 42. They looked, but there was none to save.] In • 
Cfal. xviii. it is, they cried: which may signify, that they 
sought for help from their allies and confederates : but to 
no purpose. 

Even unto the Lord, but he answered them not.] And it 
was too late, when other help failed them, to seek for help 
from God : for he had deserted them, and would not hear 
their prayers. 

Ver. 43. Then did I beat them as small as the dust of the 
earth.] In Psal, xviii, tlje words are, as the dust before the 
wind. He so entirely vanquished them, that they had no 
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more power than the small dust of the earth : which is 
tossed up and down with every blast of wind. 

I did stamp them as the mire of the street, and did spread 
them abroad.] In the forenamed Psalm, I did cast them out 
as the dirt in the street: that is, made them as contempt- 
ible as the dirt in the street, which every one tramples 
under his feet. 

Ver. 44. Thou hast also delivered me from the strivings 
of the people, tjiou hast made me the head of the heathen^] 
The first part of these w r ords relates to the union of the 
people of Israel and Judah under his government, after 
long contentions between them, (v. 1, 2, &c.) The other 
part to the enlargement of his kingdom, by subduing his 
neighbouring heathen people under him, (chap. viii. 10.) ■ 

A people whom I have not known shall serve me.] Such 
as the Syrians of Zobah, and Rchob, and Ish-tob, and 
Maacah: of which David, it is likely, had no knowledge, 
till they came to help the Ammonites, (x. 8.) 

Ver. 45. Strangers shall submit themselves unto me: as 
soon as they hear, they shall be obedient to me.] The very 
report of his victories made some heartily submit them- 
selves unto him: and others dissembled their hostility, and 
offered him their service, (x. 19.) 

Ver. 4G. Strangers shall fade away.] Fall as withered 
leaves do from the trees. * 

They shall.be afraid out of their close places.] Distrust- 
ing their strong holds, that they came creeping out with 
fear, to surrender up themselves into his hands. 

.Ver. 47. The Lord liveth; and blessed be my rock.] To 
him he desires all the praise may be ascribed; in whose 
eternal power alone he still confided. "'.-.. 

And exalted be the God of the rock of my salvation.] He 
desires again the Lord might be magnified with the highest 
praises : who had not only preserved him from perishing, 
but exalted him to be king of Israel. -For so the last words 
arc in the Hebrew, exalted be God, the rock of my salva- 
tion. Who safely preserved and delivered him; and now 
advanced him most graciously to the highest dignity. 
• Ver- 48. It is God that avengeth me, and that bringeth 
down the people under me.] He did not avenge himself, but 
left it to God to plead his cause: who not only punished 
those that were injurious to him, but brought many nations 
under his empire. , * , , 

.Ver. 49. And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies: 
tlwu also hast lifted me up on high above them that rose 
vp against me.] In these words-David, made some small 
^Iteration, when, he inserted this hymn into the book of 
Psalms for public use. Of which, Abarbinel endeavours to 
give a reason; but he seems too curious in his observa- 
tions. The plainest and most certain of which is this; 
that the first part of these words respect the nations whom 
he subdued ; who were properly his enemies: and the lat- 
ter the, children of Israel, when they rose up against him. 
to dethrone him. . .... 

Thou hast delivered me front the violent man.] After he 
had delivered him from Saul, who violently persecuted him 
a long time.' . *'.!... 

: Ver. 50. Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
among the lieathen, and Ixvill sing praises unto thy name.] 
He resolved to make his thankful acknowledgments unto 
God every where: so as to make those nations whom he 
had subdued sensible that he ascribed, all bis victories unto 
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him. In honour* of whoni he would sing this perpetual 
song. \ > 

• Ver. 51. He is the tower of salvation for. his king.] Ashe 
w r as a king by God's appointment, and not by usurpation ; 
so he trusted in him for the support of his authority. » 

And sheweth mercy unto his anointed, unto David, aud- 
io his seed for evermore.] And he hoped the same mercy^ 
which had promoted him to this dignity, would be conti- 
nued to him and to his posterity till the, coming of the. 
great king Messiah: whose kingdom shall have no end., 
(Seevii.l2,iy.) y. ...... 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW these are the last words of David.] He 
spake other words recorded in tbe next chapter, and in the- 
next book, before he died : but these were the last words 
that he spake by the Holy Ghost, as Abarbinel expounds, 
them. Who observes, that after he had composed. the* 
book of Psalms, and added the hymn mentioned in the, 
foregoing chapter unto it, then he spake these words ; 
after which the influence of the Holy Spirit resided on hinv 
no more. The Chaldee paraphrase (which was always 
highly esteemed by the Jews) takes these words, as if 
they were a prophecy of the Messiah : for so it expounds 
them ; Tliese are the words of the prophecy of David, which x 
he prophesied of the consummation of all things, in the ddy> 
of consolation, which is to come. 

David the son of Jesse said.] He remembers his low con- 
dition, when God was pleased to make choice of him to be 
a king. . 

The man who was raised up on high.] From feeding his 
father's sheep, to rule the people of Israel. » 

Tlie anointed of the God of Jacob.] The Chaldee hath it, 
Anointed by the Word of the God of Jacob. 

The sweet Psalmist of Israel, said.] Who was inspired 
to compose many delightful hyinns in the praises of God, 

Ver. 2. The Spirit of God spake by me, and his word was 
in my tongue.] He would not have those hymns, nor what 
he spake now, looked upon as human compositions: but? 
as proceeding from a Divine influence, conferred upon him 
by the Holy Ghost. .. . ; 

Ver. 3. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel fpake 
to me.] By Nathan or by Samuel. * 

He-thai ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of 
God.] Or, as we render it in the margin, Be thouruler over, 
&c. which the Chaldee expounds of the Messiah in this* 
manner, The faithful God spake (so he interprets the word 
Rock), I will constitute to me a king, he is the Messiah, who. 
shall arise, and reign in the fear of the Ijord. But this re- 
lates first to David, the type of Christ; who was taught to 
rule justly, and in the fear of God: that is, in .the .exact 
observance of all the Divine laws. Or, as Abarbinel in-, 
terprets it, When he that rides men is just, then the fear of 
the Lord will rtde and have dominion in the earth: for all 
the people are apt to tread in the steps of their king: so 
that when he that rules is just, it is as if he did not rule* 
but the fear of the Lord ruled in the earth, - * i . .' ; x 
" Ver, 4. And he shall be. as the light of the.morning when 
the sun ariseth.] The dominion of the just (as the. same* 
Abarbinel interprets it) shall 'be. as the morning light, when 
the sun ariseth, and the light continually increases. v «■ 
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Even a morning without clouds.'] Which hinder the rays 
of the sun from piercing through unto the earth. 

As* the tender* grass springing out of tlte earth by clear 
shining a/terrain.] We have in this translation quite trans- 
posed the Hebrew words, where they run thus, From 
splendour and from rain, grass oat of the earth. The sense 
of which Abarbincl thinks is this, It shall be such a morn- 
ing, in which there is sometimes sunshine, and sometimes 
showers of rain, to make grass spring out of the earth. 

Ver. 5. Although my house be not so with God, yet he 
hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all 
things and sure.'] Which ho thus interprets; Although the 
kingdom of a just man, by little and little, grows and in- 
creases; and sometimes is clouded, and sometimes the 
light shines upon it: the kingdom of David shall not be so, 
but God hath made a perpetual covenant, &c. 
. For this is all my salvation, and all my desire, although 
he makes it not to grow*] Or, as he interprets it, This is all 
lily salvation, and my desire, that he would not make it 
grow or shoot up (for that supposes it to be buried), but 
that, as was said before, it may always remain in an equal 
manner ordered and conserved. 

. It must be. acknowledged, that there are no words so 
bbscure in this book as these two verses. The sense of 
which Ludovicus de Dieu seems to me to have most clearly 
opened : — The stability and perpetuity of his kingdom, saith 
he, David amplifies by a comparison from three natural 
things, which are very grateful to men, but not constant 
and stable; in a settled order and sure. For the sun arises, 
but .goes down again ; and the morning may be clear, but 
clouds afterward arise; and the tender grass springs up, 
but witheris away. Not so;- saith he, is my kingdom before 
God. It is flourishing, like all these, but perpetual: for 
he hath made an everlasting covenant with me; though 
some afflictions havo befallen me ; and he hath not made 
411 my salvation and desire to grow. So he makes the first 
caph of similitude to-stand for three; and to be repeated 
thrice in this manner : — 

"The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spake con- 
cerning me ; The just man ruleth among men : he ruleth in 
the fear of God. And as the sun ariseth, with a shining 
light; as the morning is without clouds, by reason of its 
splendour ;*as from rain the tender grass springs out of the 
earth: yet (or truly) so is not my house with God. Be- 
cause he hath made an everlasting covenant with me ; dis- 
posed in all things, and well kept and preserved in that 
orders Although he doth not make all ray salvation and 
desire to grow (that is, though some adversities happen to 
mc and my family), yet that always Temains, which, in the 
Govenant of God made with me, is in all things orderly, 
disposed, and preserved." 

i Ver. C. But the sons of Belial shall be all of them as 
tliorns thrust away, because they cannot be taken with 
hands.] The kingdom of impious men shall not be like the 
kingdom of the house of David: being so far from being 
like. to grass, which is useful, that they are rather like 
tliorns: which are. rejected as hurtful and pernicious. That 
is, such wicked men aro not fit for human society. 
r Ver. 7. But the man that shall touch themmust be fenced 
withiron, and with the staff of a spear.] If any body will 
incddlQ with them, it must be at his peril. For so the 
word jimmale (which wc translate /e/*c€<2) signifies sliall be 



fdled, with the iron and the staff of a spear. Spears are 
never used to out down thorns; but iron gives one a sore 
wound, like that which a man receives from a spear, when 
it runs into his body, iron and wood withal. So the same 
Dc Dieu very judiciously. 

Arid they shall be utterly burnt with fire in the same 
place.] Therefore men burn them with fire, in the samo 
place 1 where they grow': and so wicked men are destroyed, 
where they think themselves most secure. Which the 
Targum applies to the judgment of the great day, saying, 
Their punishment is in the hand of man ; but they shall be 
burnt up utterly, when the house of the great judgment ap- 
pears : that they may sit on the throne of judgment, to judge 
the world. 

Ver. 8. TJtese be the names of the mighty men whom 
David had.] Now follows a catalogue of those valiant 
men who helped to raise David to his dignity, and pre- 
serve him in it: being continually with him in all his wars^ 
There is a list of them in 1 Chron. xi. very different from 
this in several things. But Abarbincl thinks that it creates 
no difficulty, if we do but observe, that there he distin- 
guishes them into three classes: those that had always 
been with him; and they that came to him to Ziklag, a 
little before he was made king of Judah; and they that 
came to him to Hebron, afterhe was made king of all IsracL 
All whose memories were fit "to be preserved : but here, in 
this book, the Divine w T riter intended only to mention the 
most excellent heroes, who were always with him in his 
wars : and for whose sake" he composed the precedent song 
of praises to God. 

The Tachmonite that sat in the seat.] Or, as it is trans- 
lated in the margin, Josheb-boshebat the Tachmonite: for so 
he is called in 1 Chron. xi. 11. Ishobeam; which may well 
be thought the same name abbreviated. He sat mtheseat 
(as we translate it here) in the council of war; next to 
Joab: being, it is thought, his lieutenant-general. For that 
he was one of the Sanhedrin, who sat in the seat of judg- 
ment, as some would have it, is not probable: though it is 
likely these w r ere men of greatwisdom as well as valour: 
and this man being called a Chachmonite, Abarbincl thinks 
it was because he was a man of learning, being given to 
study as >vell as fighting; for in Hebrew the word chacham 
signifies a wise man ; as this was no question in military af- 
fairs/ if not in affairs of state, and other sorts of wisdom. 

Chief among the captains.] The principal commander, as 
Isaid, under Joab. Who is not here mentioned, though 
he was a great man, inferior to none of -these: but had 
stained himself by the base murder of two great persons, 
Abncr and Amasa. Which some take to be the reason 
why he had not the honour to be put into the number of 
those worthies who served David. 

•(The t same was Adino the; Ezrite).] It is thought he had 
two names, arid was q{ the family of the Ezrites: though 
Abarbinel will have his name to have beenAdinohaezri. * 

lie lift up his spear.] These w r ords are supplied out of* 
1 Chron. xi. 11. 

Against eight hundred, whom he slew at one time.] In that 
place of the* Chronicles it is said he killed three-hundred : 
that is, after the slaughter he made in one battle of eight 
hundred; but killed in another (as Kimchi understands it) 
three hundred. ■ ' 

Ver. D* And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo th& 
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'Ahohite, one of the three mighty men with David.] He was 
a Benjamite, for Ahoahwas one of his sons, (1 Chron. viii.4,) 
When flicy defied the Philistines^ As Goliath had done 
Ihe Israelites, (1 Sam. xvii. 1.)* 

TJiat toere there gathered together to battle.} In Pasdam- 
mim, as we read 1 Chron. xi. 17. which is the same with 
Ephes-dammim, 1 Sam. xvii. 1. 

And the men of Israel were gone away.'] Fled from before 
the Philistines as it is explained 1 Chron. xi. 13. 

Ver. 10. He arose, and smote the Philistines until his hand 
was iveary.] With the slaughter that he made. 

And his hand clave unto his sword.] Being all besmeared 
with blood ; which drying by the heat of it, made the sword 
cleave to his hand. 

And the Lord wrought a great victory that day.] Like 
that of Shamgar,' Judg. iii. xdt. and of Samson, xv. 13. 
where I have shewn these are not incredible stories; God 
inspiring men with wonderful courage, and striking a terror 
into their enemies. Thdre were men in ancient times of 
prodigious strength, mentioned by Pliny, lib. vii. Nat. 
Histor. cap. 20. 

' And the people returned after him only to spoil.] They 
that fled rallied again, when they' saw the wonders he did : 
and followed after him, not to fight, but only to partake of 
the spoils • 

Ver. 11. And after him was Shammah the son of Agee 
the Ilararite.] Who is not expressly mentioned in the book 
of the Chronicles; but plainly implied to be engaged in 
this great action. For it is said, 1 Chron. xi. 14* that they 
Set themselves, &c. that is,- Shammah and Eleazar, who 
joined in this enterprise. But this place in Samuel teaches 
us, that Shammah, the son of Agee, had the chief hand in 
it: and therefore it is ascribed to him. .".*;; 

And the Philistines were gathered together into a troop.] 
Or, as we translate it in the margin, for forage. For so 
Ralbag interprets the Hebrew word chajja (which Kimchi 
takes to be a city), that they came to get some sustenance 
out of the field; 

Where teas a piece of ground full of lentiles.] In the 
Chronicles it is, full of barley. In which there is no diffi- 
culty, one part of the field being 1 sown with lentiles; and the 
other part with barley. 

\ And the people fled from the Philistines.] Fearing to de- 
fend the place. 

Ver. 12. But he stood in the midst of the ground, and de- 
fended it, and, slew the Philistines.] So that they could nei- 
ther burn the corn, nor carry it away, nor tread it down. 

And the Lord wrought a great victory.] By hishand: 
who was one of the three most mighty men, though not par- 
ticularly named in the book of the Chronicles. It being 
the manner of the Scripture, as the Jews observe, to pro- 
pound that briefly in one place, which hath been at large 
explained in another: as this action of Shammah is here in 
this book. 

Ver. 13. And three of the thirty chiefs.] Or, as it is in 
the margin, three captains over the thirty. Not the three 
beforementioned, but the three that follow: who were -not 
so great as the first three; but yet greater than any of the 
thirty whom they commanded. 

Went down, and came to David in the harvest-time.] Or 
rather, as the Hebrew words are, at harvest. That is, saith 
Abarbincl, the Philistines came to destroy the fruits of -the 



earth, that they might famish the Israelites : whereupon 
David raised' an army to protect and defend them in reap- 
ing of their harvest when they went about it. • 

Unto the cave of Adullam.] A place where. he had hid 
himself under the persecution of Saul, (1 Sam. xxii. 1.) and 
where he now fortified himself against the Philistines: who 
in the beginning of his reign came with great forces against 
him. For it is plain from 1 Chron. xi. 15. that there wasa 
rock or strong hold there. 

And the troop of the Philistines pitched in the valley of 
Rephaim.'] See 2 Sam. v. 17, 18. 

Ver. 14. And David was then in • the hold.] As in the 
place abovementioned ; near Adullam, (1 Sam. xxii. 4;) 

And the garrison of the Philistines was then in Beth-le- 
hem.^ They had possessed themselves of this "place, and 
put a garrison into it. • - 

Ver. 15. And David longed, and said, Oh that one wotdd 
give me drink of the waters of Beth-lehem, which are by 'the 
gatef] The weather being very hot (as it used to be in har- 
vest-time), David was very thirsty, and said to some about 
him, how glad he should be of a draught of the waters of 
Beth-lehem : where he was born, and had lived a long 
time; and therefore had been accustomed to them> and 
knew how very pleasant and refreshing they were. But he 
did not speak this, as Abarbinel observes, to the end that 
any men should venture their lives, to fetch him some -of 
this water. \ ■ •'-■ 

Ver. 16. And the three mighty men brake through the host 
of the Philistines, and- drew water out of the well of Beth* 
lehem, that was by the gate, and brought it to David.] This 
they did without David's knowledge; and the forenamed 
author observes three wonderful things in this action. 
First, that three men could break through the whole host 
of the Philistines : and when they had so done, durst stay 
to draw water out of the well : and then carry it away with 
a high hand, through the same host, and hring it to David. 
To which he might have' added a fourth thing, that tKey at- 
tempted this at the very gate of- Beth-lehem': where, no 
doubt, the garrison of the Philistines kept the strongest 
guard. -- . '■ 

Nevertheless he would not drink thereof, but pouted it out 
unto the Lord.] Not in that place, where it was brought to 
him: but kept it (as Abarbinel thinks) till ho had oppor- 
tunity to go to the altar, and there poured it out unto God; 
Some fancy that now* was -the feast of tabernacles] when: 
they used to draw water, and pour it out : and David made 
use of this for that purpose. (See 1 Sam. vii: 6.) There 
are mystical senses which the Jews please themselves- 
withal about this water, with which I shall not trouble the' 
reader. 

Ver. 17. And he said, Be it far from me, O Lord, that I 
should do this: is not this the blood of the men that went in* 
jeopardy of their lives? therefore he woidd not drink it.] 
He looked upon it no longer as water, but as theblood of 
those men who fetched it with the peril of their lives: and 
the blood of every thing belonged to the Lord; and was 
proper to be offered unto him. Some carry this- so far to 
another sense, that they imagine David hereby shewe&it 
Was not material water he longed for; but the Messiah, 
who had tho water of life. Who he knew should be- born 
at Beth-lehem: which the Philistines therefore should not/ 
be able to destroy. • • *\ 
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Tliese things did these three mighty men.'] They all joined 
in this hazardous exploit: but now follows what they did 
singly. 

Ver. 18.' And Abishai the brother o/Joab, the son ofZe- 
ruiah, was chief among three.] The chief of those three 
mighty men beforenientioned. (See 1 Chron. xi. 20.) 
- And he lifted up his spear against three hundred, and slew 
ihem, and had the name among three.] That is, was most 
eminent and famous of those three. :.,. ;j . ■• 

V<*r. 19. Was he not most honourable of them ? .therefore 
he was their captain.] That is, no doubt, he was worthy to 
be'thti leader of them. [ . / 

Ver. 20. And Benaiah the son ofJehoiada, the son of a 
valiant man ofKabzeel.] He was descended from valiant 
ancestors : whom he far excelled. Kabzccl was in the 
tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 21.) 

Who had done many acts.] As Abishai also had done 
(for he. succoured David when a giant had like to have 
killed him), but their greatest acts only arc here mentioned. 

He slew tivo lion-like men ofMoab.] The Hebrew word 
ariel signifies a lion of God, that is, a great lion. And it 
was the name among the Moabites for a very valiant man; 
who at this day, among the Arabians, is called Assedollabi, 
a lion of .God, as Bochartus hath observed out of a great 
many authors in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. iii. cap. 1. 

He went down also and slew a lion in tlie midst of a pit 
in time of snoiv.] This action was the greater, because in 
the time "of snow lions are fiercer for want of prey, and are 
then also fullest of heat and vigour. But it is not likely 
that Benaiah went to encounter this lion merely to shew 
his bravery; but, as some think, this was a lion that had 
{lone much mischief to the country; which moved him to 
expose himself to this combat with it. But Bochartus 
doth not think this likely ; for he needed not have hazarded 
his life, but have called others unto his assistance, to de- 
stroy this ravenous beast. He thinks, therefore, that in a 
deep Snow; the lion took shelter in a cave (for so the wprd 
we translate pit sometimes signifies), and that Benaiah 
being. abroad in that snowy season, came into the same 
place to defend himself from the severity of the weather; 
where' he was necessitated to enter into a combat with the 
lion; whom he found there, and came with open mouth to 
devour him. He compares him to Alexander the Great, 
upon whom a lion of great bigness running, he gave him 
such a wound as killed him. So did Lysimachus with 
another. (See Hieroz.par. i.lib. iii. cap. 5.) Abarbincl ob- 
serves three great things in this action. First, that he 
slew a lion, which is the fiercest of all wild beasts : se- 
condly, he slew him in a pit, where he could not turn 
himself as he pleased: and, thirdly, in a time of .snow, 
when his hands and feet were cold and* numb; which 
hindered their vital operations. 

Ver. 21. And he slew art Egyptian, a goodly man.] A 
person of great stature. (See 1 Chron. xi. 23.) 
i, And the Egyptian had a spear in his hand.] See there. 

And hexvent down with a staff.] Such as men used to 
walk with. 

And plucked the spear out of the Egyptian's hand, and 
stew him with his own spear.] This shews him to have 
been both a fearless person, and of great skill and dex- 
terity, in managing a combat either with man or beast. 

Ver. 22. TJiese things did Benaiah the son ofJehoiada, 



and had the name among the three mighty men.] AVho the 
third was is not said plainly, either here or in the book of 
the Chronicles. 

Abarbincl thinks he might possibly join with the other 
two, but did no mighty matter by himself; and so is not 
mentioned. But perhaps. Adina, the son of Shiza, might 
be the third; because it is said, 1 Chron. xi. 42. that he 
was " a captain of the Heubenites, and thirty with him." 
Which seems to signify that he was above the thirty, as 
Abishai and Benaiah were. 

Ver. 23. He was more honourable than the thirty, but he 
attained not to the first three.] Was not comparable to 
Adino, and Eleazar, and Shammah, w T ho were like lions ; 
as these were like lions' whelps, as Strigelius glosses. 

And David set hint over his guard.] See chap. viii. 18. 

Yer. 24. And Asahel, the brother ofJoab, was one of the 
thirty.] Now follow the names of thirty valiant men, but 
not equal to the worthies beforenamed. Asahel seems to 
have been the chief of the thirty; and ;so some translate 
the words, he was above the thirty: and so might be the 
last of the three of the second order of worthies. 

Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem.] Concerning 
whom we find nothing recorded but this: That he was born 
and bred (it is likely) in the same place with David. 

Ver. 25. Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite.] The 
first of these is called Shammoth in 1 Chron. xi. 27. and he 
is said to be an Haroritc. Which is a very' small variation, 
resch being put in the place of daleth, as is very common in 
Scripture, according to the various pronunciation of words 
in divers parts of the country. There is a greater differ- 
ence in the name that follows, and in many others; it being 
common, as Abarbincl observes, for men to have two 
names. But it is plain the same persons arc here men- 
tioned that are in the book of Chronicles; though there 
(as he notes) are more added. For the author of that book 
reckons up all the chief commanders in the army; so that, 
though they were not heroical persons in themselves, yet, 
being great commanders over others, Ezra thought fit to 
mention them. But here, in the book of Samuel, the pro- 
phet only numbers those that w r ere of themselves great he- 
roes, not minding the chief commanders in the army wlm 
were not so. 

Ver. 2G. Helez the Paltite, Ira the son of Ikketh the Te- 
koite.] None of the memorable acts of these, or of the fol- 
lowing worthies, are recorded; therefore all that I can say 
of them is this: That when God intended to raise a king 
to a great height, as he did David, he raised up the spirits 
of several great men to assist him. Thus he did with 
Alexander the Great, who had Clitus, Parmenio,, Antigo- 
nus, Ptolemaius, Seleucus, Cratcrus, and other brave men 
to accompany him in all his enterprises; but David (it 
may be truly observed), in a less kingdom, had far more. 
, Ver. 27. Abiezer the Anetholhite, Mebunnai the Husha* 
thite. 

Ver. 28. Zalmon the Ahohite, Maharai the Netopha- 
thite. 

Ver. 29. Heleb the son of Baanah a Netophathite, It Ltd 
the son ofRibai out of Gibeah of the children of Benjamin. 

Ver. 30. Benaiah the Pirathonite, Iliddai of the brooks 
of Gaash. 

Ver. 31. Abi : albon the Arbathite, Azmaveih the Barhu* 

mite ^rosoft ® • ' • • - 
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Ver. 32. Eliahba the Shaalbonite ; of the sons ofJashen, 
Jonathan. \ *»•;•* 

. Ver. 33. Shammah the Hararite, Ahiam the son of Sharar 
the Hararite. 

Ver. 34. EUphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the 
Maachathite, Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite. 

Ver. 35. Hezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite. 

Ver.. 36. Jgal the son of Nathan of Zobah, Bani the 
Gadite. 

Ver. 37. Zelek the Ammonite, Naharai the Beerothite, 
armour-bearer to Joab the son ofZeruiah: 

Ver. 38. Ira an Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, 

Ver. 39, Uriah the Hittite: thirty and seven in all.'] 
Here are only thirty and six named; therefore Joab is 
supposed, by Abarbinel, to be the other; who was the head 
of them all, 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Ver, 1. JjlND again the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Israel.] Because they had followed Absalom, says 
Abarbinel, and afterward Sheba the- son of Biehri; for 
which they had not been yet sufficiently punished. But it 
is more likely, it was for their luxury, now that plenty was 
restored to them, after the sore famine that fell upou thenj 
upon the score of the Gibeonites. 

And he moved David against them.'] Or, David was 
moved; that is, by Satan, as it is expounded in the first 
book of the Chronicles, xxi. 1. But Abarbinel thinks it is 
as if he had said, The anger of the Lord, which was kindled 
against Israel, moved David, &c. That is, the same sin 
which made God angry with Israel, was the cause that Da- 
vid was seduced in this thing, that they might be punished. 

To say, Go, number Israel and Judah.] To give com- 
mand that an account should be taken of the number of 
all the people. 

* Ver. 2. For the king said to Joab the captain of the host.] 
Accordingly it no sooner came into his heart, but he gave 
orders about it to the principal commander of his army. 

Which teas with him ] Who always, when they were in 
war, attended on him. 

Go now through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba.] From one end of the country to the other,* 
For Dan (as I have before observed) was the utmost 
bouuds of it in the north, as Beer-sheba was in the south. 

And number ye the people, that I may know the number 
of the people.] Joab was to take proper officers with him, 
to assist him in this business; so that there might be an 
exact account given. (See ver. 4.) 

Ver. 3. And Joab said unto the king, Now the Lord thy 
God add unto the people (how many soever they be) a hun- 
dred-fold, and that the eyes of my lord the king may see it.] 
It appears by this, that Joab was a great courtier, as well 
as a great captain; who knew how to divert the king from 
wliat he did not like, if good words and wishes would have 
done it. 

But why doth my lord the king delight in this thing?] 
For which he thought there was no reason ; and as it would 
be troublesome and chargeable, so there might be much 
danger in it ; as he expresses it in 1 Chron. xxi. 3. 

Ver.4. Notwithstanding theking's word prevailed against 
Joab, and against the captains of the host.] Who joined, it 



seems, with Joab to divert the king from this purpose ; in 
whieh.he was fixed and immoveable. I 

And Joab and the captains of the host went out from the 
presence of the king to number the people of Israel.] It is 
most likely, that their inferior officers went with the cap- 
tains to expedite the business, : ^ x 

Ver. 5. And they passed over Jordan.] They ,went first 
into the eastern part of the country; and so by the northern 
poasts to.the west; and then to the south. : .\ t . 

And pitched in Aroer.] These words seem to import, 
that they pitched their tents in the field ; and thither sum- 
moned the neighbouring towns to come into them ; .which, 
was .very troublesome, and at last proved grievous ; as 
appears by the book of Chronicles. 

On the right side of the city that lieth in the midst of the 
river of Gad, and towards Jazer.] We no .where read of 
such a river ; which, in the margin, is translated. the valley 
of Gad, But Jazer was a town in that tribe, (Numb. 
xxxii. 35.) ) < i ; ?■ 

Ver, 6. And they came to Gilead, and to the land. of 
Tahtim-hodshi.] It is in vain to, seek after this land, which 
is not mentioned in the book of Joshua, but.it is likely 
was near to Gilead ; and had been lately recovered, some 
think, from other people, and now inhabited by the Israel- 
ites. (See the margin of our Bibles.) 
.- And they came, to Dan-jaan, and about to Zidon.] Not 
to the. city of Zidon, for that was not in their power, but to 
the coast about it. 

Ver. 7. And came to the t strong hold of Tyre.] To the 
territory near it. < • . . \ 

-And to all the cities of the Hivites, and Canaanites.] 
Who lived in those north-west parts of the country. 

And they went out to the south of Judah.] Having, taken 
account of all the towns upon the sea-coast (which was in 
the west), they turned to the south, into the tribe of Judah. 
.Even to Beer-sheba.] Which was in the utmost limits of 
the country on that side. 

Ver. 8. So when they had gone through all the land.] 
But not numbered all the people; for the work grew so 
tedious, that they omitted Levi and Benjamin, as we read 
1 Chron. xxi. 6, , / . 

They came, to Jerusalem at the end of nine, montlts and 
twenty days.] They could not well dispatch it in less time ; 
an account being to be taken of every city and village in 
the whole country. ; 

Ver. 9. And Joab gave up the number of the people unto 
the king.] All the officers brought in their particular sums 
to Joab; who cast them up, and they amounted in all to 
the number following, • 

And there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant 
men that drew the sivord.] They did not, it seems, reckon 
women and children, and old men ; nor such as were not fit 
for war. 

And the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men.] 
There is a great difference between this account and that 
in the Chronicles. For there (1 Chron, xxi. 5.) the men. of 
Israel are said to be three hundred thousand more than are 
here mentioned; and, on the contrary, the men of Judah. 
are said to be thirty thousand less. Of the former of 
which there is a plain account, that in this book the stand- 
ing legions are not numbered : which were very well known, 
they serving under twelve cpmmandcrs so many monthsj 
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(1 Chron. xxvii. 1, &c.) but in tho book of the Chronicles 
all these arc taken into the number there mentioned. For 
tho Jews observe in Halicoth Olam, that there being 
twenty-four thousand who waited every month (which 
makes in all two hundred eighty-eight thousand), allowing 
a thousand officers (as we cannot well allow less) to every 
twenty-four thousand, there will be the twelve thousand 
wanting; which, added to the eight hundred eighty-eight 
thousand, make- just three hundred thousand: which, 
added to the eight hundred thousand here mentioned, make 
up the eleven hundred thousand mentioned in the Chro- 
nicles. ' The like account Bochartus gives of the next dif- 
ficulty, that if twenty-four thousand legionary soldiers be 
added of the tribe of Judah to the four hundred and se- 
venty thousand, it comes near to five hundred thousand, 
(Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 38.) But others think there is 
no nefcd of this; it being usual in Scripture to mention a 
round sum: either of men or of years, when some wero 
wanting. So that though there were no more than four 
hundred and seventy thousand, yet they might be said to 
bo five hundred thousand. Or, as they say in Halicoth 
Olam, the-tribe of Benjamin (who were neighbours to Ju- 
dah) aTO reckoned here in this book, who were omitted in 
the Chronicles. (1 Chron. xxi. 6.) 

Ver. 10. And David's heart smote him after that he had 
numbered the people.] When he ordered it, he was pos- 
sessed with other thoughts ; and did not seriously reflect 
upon what he had done, until God touched his heart with 
a sense of his guilt after the sin was committed. 

And David said unto the Lord, I have sinned greatly in 
that I have done.] It is made a great doubt by interpreters 
what this sin was, and wherein the hcinousness of it con- 
sisted. The common opinion is, that as there was some- 
thing 6f- vanity arid ostentation in him, when he- had a mind 
to know how populous his country was, so it quite made 
him forget the half shekel that was due upon such oc- 
casions, by the appointment of the law, Exod. xxx. 12. 
And this was no small sin, not to pay God his dues, in 
such plenty and -abundance as they now enjoyed. But if 
that was the meaning of Moses, it cannot well be thought 
that David was cither ignorant, or unmindful of it, having 
made the law his study day and night. Bertram therefore 
thinks his fault was, that he numbered those who were 
under twenty years old, contrary to the order in the law, 
Exod. xxx. 14. xxxviii. 2G, &c. but I see no founda- 
tion for this; but rather the quite contrary is asserted in 
the book of the Chronicles. Therefore Dr. Lightfoot fan- 
cies David had a covetous project in his mind, to lay a 
capitation tax (as we now speak) upon every poll through- 
out the kingdom. But such conjectures Deing without 
ground, some reject all other interpretations, and rely upon 
tiiis ; that the numbering of the people was a thing contrary 
to the fundamental promise made by God to Abraham, that 
his seed should increase so, as to be like the stars for mul- 
titude: which is given as a reason why the number of the 
people was not taken exactly, 1 Chron. xxvii. 23. and 
Seems to imply, that there was a general notion received 
among the Jews, that since God promised to increase them 
bey6nd number, none ought to go about to take the num- 
ber of them, for this might seem to savour of infidelity, and 
mistrust of God's promise. -But those words on which 
this reason relies (in 1 Chron. xxvii. 23.) only give a rea- 
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son why David did not number all from twenty years old, 
and under: which if he had gono about to do (i.-e. reckon 
the whole nation), it might have seemed to cross the pro- 
mise: but sinco it was only those who were above twenty 
years old whom he ordered to be numbered, I cannot look 
upon it as a contempt or mistrust of God's word : but, 
after all, I think we must content ourselves with what Ital- 
bagsays(whom Abarbinel after the examination of other 
opinions follows), that David being the anointed'of the 
Lord, and tho sweet singer of Israel, made flesh his arm, 
and confided in the number of his people : in which such a 
king as he should not have placed his confidence, but in 
tho Lord his God ; whom none can resist, and can save by 
few, as well as by many. Unto which Abarbinel adds, that 
the greatness of a sin is not always to be measured by the 
sin itself, but by tho quality and dignity of him that com- 
mitteth it: as Moses and Aaron were punished for a small 
sin, which excluded them from the good land: which was 
not proportionable to the sin, but to the condition.of the 
offenders, who should have given a better example to the 
people. Thus he. 

Aridnow, I beseech thee, O Lord, take away the iniquity 
of thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.]* Since lie con- 
demned himself, and begged pardon, he hoped he might 
escape the punishment which he deserved. But he was 
deceived; because not only he, but his people, had offended,' 
and upon other accounts deserved to be punished/ 
* Ver. 11. For when David teas up in the morning, the word 
of the Lord- came unto the prophet Gad, David's seer, say- 
ing.'] The words seem to import that David w r as not touched 
in conscience, till Gad came and told him how angry God 
was .with him. He is called David's seer, because he was 
his domestic prophet, (who is the same with a seer, 1 Sam! 
ix. 9.) with whom he was wont to advise in all difficult 
cases, (1 Sam. xxii. 5.) and kept a record of his memo- 
rable, acts, (1 Chron. xxix. 29.) 

Ver. 12. Go and say unto David, Thus saith the Lord, I 
offer thee three things; choose one of them, that I may do it 
unto thee.] Now it had been a proper time, as Abarbinel 
observes, for David to have fallen down before God, and 
deprecated his displeasure in thosewords, (ver. 10.) " I 
have sinned greatly in what I have done/' &c. But he saw" 
the sentence was passed upon him absolutely ; and there- 
fore he submits unto it. 

•Ver. 13. So Gad came and told him.] That he was sent 
by God with a message to him. 

And said unto him, Shall seven years offanwie comeunto 
theein thy land?] In the book of the' Chronicles bnly three 
years of famine are propounded;' which is far more likely 
than seven: for it better agrees with the three months' flight 
before his enemies, and the three days' pestilence. And 
therefore, not only Grotius, but Bochartus also here read 
three years, following the LXX. who have mj rgia, whom 
most of the ancients follow, as Bochartus observes in his 
Hierofcoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 38. Yet Josephus here hath 
seven years: and many think that Gad at first propounded 
seven years: ■'but afterward, at David's prayer, shortened 
them to three. Other solutions are in every interpreter, who 
adhere to this reading of seven years. (Sec Biixtorf s Vindic.* 
Vcrit. Hebr. par. ii. cap. 2. and cap. 8. p. 523.) 

Or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while 
they pursue thee ? or that there be three days* pestilence in thy 
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land?] These were the three; sore judgments wherewith 
God commonly afflicted them for their sins ; who now was 
30 gracious, as to give him his choice which of them he 
would suffer r for one of them was peremptorily resolved/ 

Now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him 
that sent me.] There seems to be no great need to take time 
to consider which of these to choose ; the last being the 
shortest, and an immediate stroke from the hand of God, 
who is full of tender mercy and compassion. But in this 
Gad expresses the clemency of God, w T bo /would. not hastily 
inflict any punishment upon him. 

Ver. 14. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait; 
let us now fall into the hand of the Lord (for his mercies 
@re great), and let' me not fall into the hand of man,'] He 
gcems to leave it to God to send either famine or. pestilence 
(for both come fromGod's hand), and desires. only that men 
might not be the instruments of his punishment. For as 
they are wont to be cruel, so, they make no distinction be- 
tween good and bad, .but destroy allalike. This is ad- 
mirably expressed by the son of Sirach, in Ecclus. ii. 17, 
18. They that fear the Lord will prepare their heart, and 
humble their souls in his sight, saying, We will fall into the 
hands of the Lord, and not into the hands of men; for as his 
nwjesty is, so is his mercy. - \ 

Ver. 15. .So the ^Lord. sent a pestilence upon Israel.] Ttie 
symptoms of which were very diverse, if we may believe 
Josephus. For some; hesaith, died suddenly in intolerable 
pain : others wasted away, and left nothing to be buried 
but skin and bones, their bodies being consumed by the* 
disease: others were suddenly choked^ or struck blind, &c. * 

From the morning.] For that time when Gad delivered 
the message, and David made his choice ; which was in 
the morning, as Xve read before, (ver. 11.) 

Even to the time appointed.] There are those who by the 
time appointed understand to the end of three days, men- 
tioned by Gad, as.the time appointed by the Lord for the 
continuance of. this plague. But this is quite contrary to 
what fo!lows,-that God repented him of the evil ; and com- 
manded the angel that smote the people to stay his hand. 
Therefore the LXX. translate it better, ?a>c &/>ac apfarovy 
until dinner-time : and so Procopius Gazeeus. Certain it 
is, that moed signifies some part of that day when the 
plague began: and that must be either noon, or the even- 
ing. "But, as-Bdchartus hath observed, the morning and 
evening are theparts of the day most opposite in Scrip- 
ture (of which he gives many instances), and therefore so 
be here understands it, that it continued from morning to 
the evening. For moed properly signifies an assembly: 
and therefore .the time moed he thinks is tho time when the 
people met for evening prayer; about the ninth hour of the 
day. Which prayer, before- the building of the temple, 
was made at the tabernacle, or in their synagogues. And 
therefore the tabernacle is frequently called ohel moed: 
and the synagogues are called in Psal. lxxiv.18. Moade El. 
So that he makes account this pestilence lasted no more 
than nine hours: which was the eighth part of three days. 

And there died of the people, from Dan to Beer-sheba, 
seventy thousand men.] If it had raged three days, and in 
every nine hours had killed so many, above the third part 
of those who had been numbered would have died by this 
plague. But; as Kimchi here observes, by the great mercy 
of God, the time was contracted. It is a frivolous obser- 



vation of some of the Jews, that because it is not said 
seventy thousand anashim, but only isch, which commonly 
signifies a single person, that Abishai died of this plague^ 
who was worth seventy thousand of the common people. 
Nor doth the observation of Grotius seem to be altogether 
true; who, in his second book, (de Jure Belli et Paris, 
cap. 21. sect. 17.)saith, " Hsec poena erat non populi, sed 
Davidis;" Tim ivas the punishment, not of the people, but of 
David: ;quoting that saying of an ancient Christian writer 
(Quaest. ad Orthodoxos), ILfc/>orar?i Ttfiojptarwv ^apTTjKOTwv 
fiamXltov, v Tifjoopia rovXaov, The bitterest punishment of de- 
linquent kings, is that which is inflicted upon their people. 
But it.is certain the people here had also offended : for it is 
said in the very, beginning of this chapter, that God was 
angry with Israel. And as for what David saith, Tver. 17.) 
These sheep, what have they done? it is spoken out of his 
great affection .to them; whose offences he did, not know 
so Avell as his own: and therefore desired they might be 
spared, and he punished. I . ■ i 

Ver. 1G, And when the angel stretched out, his hand upon 
Jerusalem to destroy [ it,Ahe Lord repented him of the evil} 
and said unto the angel that destroyed the people, It is 
enough; stay now thine hand.] God did not change his 
mind, but only revoked that which he had decreed upon a 
certain condition; which was, that three days' pestilence 
should come upon the country, unless David and the peo- 
ple repented ; which he seeing they did, (1 Chron. xxi. 16.) 
he shortened the time,, and would not let the angel proceed 
above an eighth part of it.. •; : ; ' - 

• Ver. 17. And David spake unto the Lord, tvhen he saw 
the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, 
and 1 have done wickedly : but these sheep, what have they 
done?] Like a good man, he reflected only pn his own sin, 
in numbering the people; but did not think of theirs in de- 
posing him lately, and setting up Absalom. (which.Theo^ 
doret, Procopius Gazaeus, and others, think was the crime 
for which they were punished), which he had forgiven, but 
God thought fit. to punish; who by their. silence may b& 
thought to have approved the fact of David; And besides, 
the loss of so many people was a. punishment of the king 
himself, as was before observed. * -:'?;;; . 

' Let thy hand;! pray thee, be against me, and against my 
father's house.] That is, against his kindred, who. did not 
dissuade him from the vanity of numbering the people, but 
perhaps encouraged him in it. .*-'. 

\ Ver. 18. And Gad came that day to David, and said 
unto him.] By the express command of the Lord, (1 Chron.' 
xxi. 18, 19.) 

Go up, rear an altar tinto the Lord in tJte thrashing-floor 
of Araunah the Jebusite.] This thrashing-floor was on the 
Mount Moriah; the place where Abraham offered up his 
son, and where, the temple was built by SoIomQn.. {See 
2 Chron. iii. 1.) Of which Eupolemus, a heathen writer, 
takes notice, saying, that God shewed David by an angel 
the place where the temple should be built. (Sec Eusc- 
bius's Prcepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 30.) Tho Jews will 
have it, that it was here Abel and Cain offered their sa- 
crifices; (sec Sclden, lib. iii. de Syncdr. p. 199. 431.) nay, 
that it was the place where Adam was created ; according 
to a saying of their doctors, "Adam was created out of 
the place of his expiation." (See G. Vorstius upon Pirke 
Eliezer, p. 1C3.) 
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* Ver. 19. And David, according to the saying of Gad; 
tvent up as the Lord commanded.'] That is, he went the 
next moment after he received the command. 

Ver. 20. And Araunah looked, and saw the king and his 
servants coming on towards him: and Araunah went out, 
and bowed himself before the king on his face upon the 
ground.] As the manner was, and still is, in the eastern 
countries. 

Ver. 21. And Araunah said, Wherefore is my lord the 
king come tip unto thy servant ?] It may be he thought it too 
great an honour; and therefore desired to know the mean- 
ing of it. 

And David said, To buy the thrashing-floor of thee, to 
build an altar unto the Lord, that the plague may be stayed 
from the people.] By offering a sacrifice to appease his an- 
ger ; as ho himself had ordered, (1 Chron. xxi. 26, 27.) 
v Ver. 22. And Araunah said unto David, Let my lord the 
king take and offer up what seemeth good unto him: behold, 
lure be oxen for burnt-sacrifices, and thrashing-instruments 
and other instruments oftheoxenfor wood.] For when the 
angel appeared there, he * was thrashing wheat, which' he 
offered likewise to David for a meat-offering, (1 Chron. 
xxi. 20. 23.) And the instruments of the oxen were their 
yokes, and such as they drew after them to press forth the 
corn. 

Ver. 23. All these things did Araunah, as a king, give 
unto the king.] The Avords in the Hebrew are, these things 
tjave Araunah the king unto the king. From whence some 
infer, that before the taking of Jerusalem he was the king 
of the Jebusites ; or, a man of the greatest authority among 
them, like a king; or was descended from the blood royal 
of the Jebusites, as Dr. Lightfoot expresses it. But nei- 
ther the Greek, nor the Syriac, nor the Arabic copies have 
the word king : nor was it in many of the Vulgar till Six- 
tus's correction; nor in the Chaldee paraphrast in the time 
of Kimchi, who cites it thus ; Araunah gave to the king 
what the king asked of him. And, as Bochartus observes^ 
Araunah (or Oman) being mentioned fourteen times in the 
holy books, it is a wonder he should not be styled a king, but 
only here. (Hieroz. par. i.lib. i. cap. 38.) But it is likely 
he was a very rich man, as Josephus reports : whom the 
king spared "when he took the fort of Zion ; either because 
he was a lover of the Israelites, or had done some good 
office unto David. 

And Araunah said unto the king. The Lord thy God ac- 
cept thee,] He thought himself abundantly satisfied, if God 
pleased to grant David's request; which he besceched him 
to do; for no doubt ho was a proselyte, earnestly desir- 
ing the happiness of the nation; into which he was incor- 
porated. 

■ 'Ver. 24. And the king said unto Araunah, Nay; but I 
willsur£ly buy it of thee at ji price,: neither will I offer 



burnt-offerings unto the Lord my God of that which cost me 
nothing.] Whence is that of Solomon, (Prow iii. 9.) " Ho- 
nour the Lord frith thy substance ;" which the Greek thus 
translates, Tl/jia tuv Kvptov curb twv htcatwv irovw. Honour 
the Lord out of thy honest fa6oHrs;that is, out of that 'which 
thou hast acquired by thy honest industry. 

So David bought the thrashing-floor and the oxen for fifty 
shekels of silver.] In the Chronicles we read, according to 
our translation, that he gave him six hundred shekels of gold 
by weight, which Bochartus thus reconciles ; that in one 
place he speaks of shekels of gold, and in the other of 
shekels of silver. Whose proportion is twelvefold; so 
that fifty shekels of gold are in value as much as six hun- 
dred shekels of silver. He quotes a place out of Plato in 
his Hipparchus, which proves that gold and silver held this 
proportion. And then he thus translates this place in Sa- 
muel, He bought the floor and the oxen becescph, for money ; 
viz. for fifty golden shekels. So the word ceseph often sig- 
nifies money in general, of whatsoever metal it be ; as ap- 
pears from this very history, wherein David tells Ornari 
that he will buy the field of him, becesephmalo, which we 
translate, at its full price, 1 Chron. xxi. 24. And then it 
follows, he gave Oman shikle zahav, shekels of gold, mish* 
kail shesh meoth, in value six hundred vulgar, or silver, she- 
kels. See Hicrozoicon, par. i.- lib. ii. cap. 38. Avhere the 
word mishkall he acknowledges commonly signifies weight ; 
yet here denotes value: as in 2 Sam. xii. 30. The design 
of Ezra being to shew, that the fifty shekels he gave for the 
floor and oxen were not silver (which were most common), 
butshekels of gold; every one of which was worth twelve 
of silver : so that those fifty shekels were equivalent to six 
hundred silver ones. 

But there is a shorter w r ay of solving this difficulty, by 
supposing, that for the thrashing-floor and the oxen he 
gave only fifty shekels of silver: but all the ground about 
it (out of which the courts of God's house were afterward 
made) cost him six hundred shekels of gold. 

Ven 25. And David built there an altar unto the Lord; 
and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.] Burnt- 
ofFcrings were prayers to God that he would remove this 
plague : and peace-offerings were acknowledgments of 
God's goodness, who had already given David hopes of 
this mercy. 
. So the Lord was entreated for the land, and the plague 
was stayed from Israel.] As plainly appeared by (Jod's 
sending fire down from heaven to consume the sacrifices: 
and the angel also, who appeared with a flaming sword 
over Jerusalem, being commanded to put it up into his 
sheath, (1 Chron. xxi. 26, 27.) From hence David con- 
cluded God would bo more placable in this placo than 
any other; and therefore took counsel to build the temple 
here. . 
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X HESE two following books contain the history of the 
kings of Israel and Judah, from the beginning of Solomon's 
reign down to the captivity of Babylon: for the space of 
near six hundred years; taking into the account the history 
of the two foregoing books. It is highly probable that 
they were composed by Ezra, who extracted them out of 
the public records: which were kept of what passed in 
that nation; as we read of the book of the acts of Solo- 
mon, in this very book, xi. 41.: and frequently of the 
books of the kings of Israel, and of the kings of Judah; 
and of the book of Jehu, in which was written the acts of 
Johoshaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 34. And Isaiah, we read, wrote 
the acts of Uzziah, first and last, 2 Chron. xxvi. 22.: out of 
which, and such-like books, Ezra composed this brief his- 
tory. In which there are several things that heathens 
themselves have taken notice of, as Huetius observes in 
his Demonstratio Evangelica, propos.iv. where, he answers 
the trifling objections which some have made against the 
antiquity of these books. * ' ~ 

CHAP. L 

Ver. 1. IS OW David was old and stricken in years.] For 
he was seventy years old, as we learn from 2 Sam. v. 4, 5. 
► And they covered him with clothes, but Ii<f got no heat J] 
His blood was so chilled, that he could not be warm in his 
bed, much less when he was up. Dr. Lightfoot thinks he 
was struck with a dead palsy. 

Ver. 2. Wherefore his sei'vants.] His physicians, it is 
most likely, that attended him. 

Said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king.'] 
Those are, the words of the prime physician, in the name 
of the rest. 

A young virgin; and let her stand before the king J] Or, 
minister unto him in the day-time: for the very sight of a 
beautiful virgin very much excites the natural spirits. 

And let her cherish him, and let Iter lie in thy bosom.] 
Become his wife, and in the night lie in the same bed close 
to him. 

lliat my lord the king may get heat.] For nothing more 
effectually procures heat and healthful concoction than the 
application of a young body, even of a puppy, to the 
Stomach all night: as Galen observes, in his fifth book of 
the Power of simple Medicines. For avfKpvXorepa, kol 
o\Ku6rtQa -rroXv, this warmth is nearer of kin to us, and more 
proper, than any other that can be invented: as Victorinus 
Strigclius hath taken notice. 

Ver. 3. So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all 
the coasts of Israel, and found Abishay the Shiinauunite, and 
brought her to the king.] She being young, sprightly, and 
willing to be taken into his bed: for his other wives were 
grown too old to put any life into him. 

vol. n. 

Digitized by 



Ver. 4. And the damsel was very fair.] Of an amiable 
countenance. 

And cherished the king, and ministered to him; but the 
king knetv her not.] Did not enjoy her as his wife; but she 
remained still a virgin: being his bedfellow only to keep 
him warm. 

Ver. 5. ThenAdonijah the son of Haggith exalted him- 
self, saying, J will be king.] Taking advantage of his fa- 
ther's age and weakness (who he thought could not oppose 
it), he resolved to take possession of the kingdom: but the 
crown, as the Jews fancy, would not fit him. 

And he prepared himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty 
men to run before him.] Just as Absalom had done, when 
he began to conspire against his father, 2 Sam. xv. 1. 

, Ver. G. And his father had not displeased him at any, 
time, in saying, Why hast thou done so ?] This was one of 
David's great faults, 'extraordinary indulgence unto his 
children: of whom he was so fond, that he seems to have 
overlooked their errors, and never to have chidden them 
for any thing they did amiss. And now in his old age, this 
wickedness was more apparent; he growing naturally more 
remiss, careless, and sluggish. 

And he also was a very goodly man.] And so the more 
likely to draw the people after him. For a noble aspect 
was always a qualification for the royal authority; as ap- 
pears by the history of Saul, David, and Absalom. 

And his mother bare him after Absalom.] He pretended 
to the crown, because Absalom being dead; he was next 
to him in order of birth. (See 2 Sam. iih 3, 4.) ' 

Ver. 7. And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, 
and with Abiathar the priest.] Whom, it is likely, he knew 
to be two discontented persons: the former upon the ac- 
count of David's putting Amasa in .his place; and the 
other because he saw Zadok in greater favour than himself. 
And they, following Adonijah, helped him.] "Furthered 
him in his design, as a means to secure themselves with 
the next heir. 

- Ver. 8. But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son ofJe- 
hoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei f and lie?, and 
the mighty men which belonged unto David, were not with 
Adonijah.] The three first of these are well known to have 
been great favourites of David: and therefore Adonijah 
knew would not be for his turn. The two next, it is likely, 
were persons of note, who were perfectly in David's in- 
terest: and Shimei possibly may be the personwhom Sa- 
lomon preferred to a great office, (iv. 18.) though Abarbi- 
nel thinks he was Shimei who cursed David. (See upon 
the next chapter, Ver; 8.) The mighty men here mentioned 
are those named in 2 Sam. xxiii. and his guards, who had 
served under David So long, and done such mighty acts in 
his reign, and under his conduct; that Adonijah had no 
hopcof drawing them in to his party. 
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Ver. 9. And Adonijah slew sheep, and oxen, and fat 
cattle.'] Of the Hebrew word inert, which we translate fat 
cattle, see upon 2 Sam. vi. 13. 

By the stone of Zoheleth ivhich is by En-rogeL] The 
Hebrew word Zohel signifies a slow motion, as Bochaft 
observes in his Ifierozoicon, par. i. lib. i. cap. 9. from 
whence this stone had its name: the fullers here press- 
ing out the water, which dropped from the clothes that- 
they had washed in this well, called RogeL Josephus 
saith the king's gardens lay near this well: which, out of 
him, is also affirmed byProcopius Gazaeus. 

Andcalledall his brethren the king's sons.'] Whose names 
are mentioned in 2 Sam. iii. 4, 5. and more largely in 
1 Chron. Hi. 4, 5, &c. 

And all the men of Judali the king's' servants.] Except 
those beforementioncd, ver. 8. and again excepted, ver. 
10. But all the rest of the family of David, and the prin- 
cipal persons of the tribe of Judah, with the high-priest, 
and the captain of the host, being present, there seemed to 
be nothing wanting to the making of him king, but only 
his anointing.- For this seems to have been a federal 
feast; wherein they swaro allegiance to Adonijah. 

Ver. 10. But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the 
mighty men,' and Solomon his brother, he called Hot.] It was 
a feast, I suppose, upon a great sacrifice: unto which none 
came but they who were invited. 

Ver. 11. Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the 
motlter of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Ado* 
nijah the son of Haggith doth reign.] It seems they were so 
bold as to proclaim him king. ' 

An<L David our lord knowethit not?] For it was se- 
cretly contrived between him and Joab, and the rest: 
without'the privity of David or Bath-sheba. 

Ver. 12. Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give 
thee counsel, that thou mayest save thy own life, and the 
life of thy son Solomon.] Whom he knew they would en- 
deavour to cut off: as the person designed by David to be 
his successor. 

Ver. 13. Go.and get thee in unto king David, and say 
tmto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, sivarevnto thy 
heendmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign 
after tii$, and he shall sit upon my throne? Why then doth 
Adonijah reign?] We do not read any where else of this 
oath; but no doubt he had solemnly sworn to her, that he 
would make her son his successor: God himself having 
designed him to that honour; as appears from 2 Sam. vii. 
12. where God promises by Nathan to set upon his throne 
a* son that should proceed from him: which plainly sig- 
nified, none of his sons already born was to be the person. 
But more plainly, 1 Chron., xxii. 8—10, &c. he declares 
that God told him Solomon should reign after him, and 
build hihi a house, and thereupon he commanded all the 
princes -of Israel to be assistant to him, ver. 17. and sec 
xxviii. 5, G. All this, I doubt not, was known to Adoni- 
jah; which made his crime the greater, in setting himself 
against the decree of Heaven: and he himself confesses as 
much in the next chapter, ver. 15. 

* Ver. 14. Behold, ivfiile thou yet talkest there ivith the 
king, I also tvill come in after thee, and confirm thy words.] 
Which he knew would quicken the king, to give speedy 
orders about. this matter. * 

Ver. 15. And Baih-shebq, went in nnlo the king into the 



chamber.] Being the king's wife, she had the privilege to 
come into his bedchamber, without asking leave, as Kim- 
chi observes. Whereas Nathan did not appear before the 
king till they told him he was there to wait upon him, 
(ver. 23.) V, 

And the king was very old.] And could not discern who 
it was that entered into the chamber. 

And Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto the king.] 
And informed him, it is likely, that Bath-sheba was come 
into the room to speak with him. 

Ver. 16. And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance to 
the king.] First bowed her head, and then her body : as 
the manner was even for their wives, as well as other 
persons. 

>And the king said, What wonkiest thou?] She had sig- 
nified, I suppose, to Abishag, that she had some petition- 
to* make to him. 

Ver. 17. And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest 
by the Lord thy God unto thy handmaid, saying, Assuredly 
Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon 
my throne.] David "sware this, as Abarbinel thinks, when 
Absalom his eldest son rebelled against him. And the 
rather, : because Nathan had told him (as I observed be- 
fore), a child should proceed from him that should sit 
upon his throne : who therefore was then unborn. But all 
the rest, except Solomon, were born before this promise ; 
and therefore he concluded were none of them designed by 
God to be his successors/ *» 

Ver. 18. And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth ,• and now'; 
my lord the king, thou knowest it not.] This she saith, that 
she might not seem to accuse David of breaking his oath : 
and that she might aggravate the crime of Adonijah, in 
presuming to usuTp the throne while his father was alive, 
and without his knowledge. 

Ver. 19. And he hath slain oxen, and fat cattle, and 
sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king y 
and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host : 
but Solomon thy servant hath he not called.] She very sub- 
niissivcly calls herself his handmaid, and her son his ser- 
vant: the more to win upon his affection unto those that 
humbly depended "upon his pleasure. 

Ver. 20. And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel 
are upon the<e, that thou shouldest tell them ivho shall sit 
upon the throne of my lord the king after thee.] This she 
said all Israel expected from the king, that she might free 
him from all fear of such a rebellion as Absalom raised ; 
the people not being joined to Adonijah, but continuing in 
suspense, till the king had declared his mind about his 
successor. Thus Abarbinel. And this power of naming a 
successor continued for some time after him, as appears 
by the story of his grandson Rehoboam : who, though no 
great man, yet took upon him this authority of nominating 
a successor, and made of hisyoungcst : sons, viz. Abijah, 
king after him. (See 2 Chron. xi. 20. 22, &c.) But this 
custom did not last long; not being in use among their 
neighbours : as the story of the Moabites shews, 2 Kings 
iii. 27. Yet it was the manner of excellent princes among 
thellomans to appoint their successor, whom the people 
gladly received. So Augustus did : and M. Aurelius com- 
mends Nerva for so doing. 

Vtr; 21.* Otherwise it shall come to pass, xvhen my lord 
the king shall sleep withhis fathers, that I and my son So- 
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lomon shall be accounted offenders.] Guilty of death for aim- 
ing at the kingdom. 

Ver. 22. And, lo, while she talked With the king, Nathan 
the prophet also came in.] To confirm what she bad said, 
according to his promise, (ver. 14.) 

Ver. 23. And they told the king, saying, Behold Nathan 
the prophet.] Whereupon Bath-sheba, it is likely, withdrew, 
as if she supposed he had some private message to deliver 
unto David. 

And when he teas come in before the king, he bowed him- 
self before the king with his face to the ground.] Tho pro- 
phets themselves, as well as other men, gave the pro- 
foundest reverence to the king (as Maimonides observes), 
that they might teach all his subjects their duty. Nor w 7 as 
the high-priest excepted. (Sec Schickard de Jure Regni, 
cap. 4. Theor. 13.) The Hebrew word is used for religious 
worship, in Psal. xlv. 12. xcv. 6. but very often only for 
political, and that very anciently, jn Gen. xxiii.7. Buth 
ii. 10. 2 Sam. xvi. 14. and many other places. 
• Ver. 24. And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou 
said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my 
throne?] He knew very well he had given no such order; 
but he said this to awaken the king, to consider how pre- 
sumptuous Adonijah was. 

Ver. 25. For he is gone down this day, and hath slain 
oxen, and fat cattle, and sheep in abundance, andhath called 
all the king's sons, and the captain of the host, and Abiathar ; 
the priest: and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and 
say, God save king Adonijah!] By this time Nathan had 
received perfect intelligence, what was the design of that 
great feast; and they had not only consulted to raise Ado- 
nijah to the throne, but actually proclaimed him, king. 
"Which was more than Bath-sheba had told him. 

Ver. 26. But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the 
priest, and Benaiah the son ofJehoiada, and thy servant 
Solomon, hath he not called.] For he knew they were all 
faithful to king David; and would follow his directions. 

Ver. 27. Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou 
hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who shall sit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him?] In a matter of this 
importance, he could not believe the king would act with- 
out his advice : whom he was wont to consult on other oc- 
casions; and who had acquainted him with the mind of 
God concerning Solomon. * 

Ver. 28. And king David answered and said, Call me 
Bath-sheba.] Who was withdrawn, as I said, into another 
room, upon the coming in of Nathan: or stood at a dis- 
tance in the room where they were. 

And she came into the king's presence, and stood before 
the king.] To understand his pleasure. 

Ver. 29. And the king sware, and said, As the Lord 
livtth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress.] Unto 
whom he was so much indebted, that it could not be 
thought he would take his name in vain: but she. might 
trust him now that he so solemnly sware again to her. 

Ver. 30. Even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of 
Israel, saying, Assuredly thy son shall reign after me, and 
he shall sit upon my throne in my stead ; even so will I cer- 
tainly do this day.] He had not forgotten his former oath, 
which he now renews ; and resolves .immediately to put it 
in execution. 

Ver. 31. Then Bath-sheba bowed her face to the earth, and 
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did reverence to the king.] Most humbly acknowledged his 
goodness; by a lower reverence than she made before, 
(ver. 16.) 

And said, Letniy lord the king live for ever.] There could 
be no higher expression of love and thankfulness, than to 
desire never to see Solomon on the throne, if it were pos- 
sible for David always to enjoy it. " • ' 

Ver. 32. And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, 
and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. 
And they came before the king.] They were such trusty 
and resolute persons, that he knew would not fear to exe- 
cute his commands. 

Ver. 33. And the Icing said unto them, Take with you the * 
servants of your lord.] His constant guards, the Cherethites 
and Pelethitcs. (Sec ver. 38.) 

And cause Solomon my son to ride upon my oivn mule.] 
The rest of David's sons were wont to ride upon mules, 
when they went abroad, (2 Sam. xiii. 29.) And Absalom 
rode upon a mule, when he was hanged in the oak, (xviii. 
9.) But David had a mule peculiarly reserved for himself 
alone; on which Solomon being set, it wasthe beginning 
of his royal authority: for no private person whatsoever, 
as Abarbinel observes, might ride upon the king's mule. 
He also. further notes, that David ordered him to ride upon 
a mule, and not upon a horse, because a horse is prepared 
for battle, (Prov. xxi. 31.) but a mule is a quiet creature : 
signifying the peace, tranquillity, and security, which they- 
enjoyed in Solomon's reign. But the first is the more per- 
tinent observation: for it was capital (as Maimonides ob- 
serves) to ride upon the king's horse or mule ; or sit in his 
throne; or. use his sceptre, &c. without the king's" order. 
As, on the contrary, to have the honour to ride* upon his 
horse, by his order, was accounted the highest dignity 
among the Persians, as appears by the story of Mordecai 
in. the sixth chapter of Esther. 

And bring him down to Gihon.] A fountain on the west 
side of Jerusalem, which divided itself into two streams,- 
as some say, and made two pools : that of Siloam, and 
that of Solomon, mentioned by Joscphus, (lib. vi. de Bello 
Judaico, cap. 38.) But Kimchi/and Abarbinel also, take 
them only for different names for one and the same rivulet ;' 
which was called Gihon, and also Siloam, as the Targunf 
hath it. Hither they were ordered to bring down Solomon ; 
for it is a maxim among the Jews, that they do not anoint 
a king, but near a fountain : though they have no authority 
for it, that I kno_w of, but from this chapter : where wr 
read of Adonijah's going to En-rogel, (ver. 9.) and Solo- 
mon's being brought to Gihon ; which was a fountain or. « 
brook near Jerusalem : for thereabout a great number of 
people used always to be ; whom they would have to ob- 
serve it. The Jews, give another reason for it, in the .Tal- 
mud ; that it might be a signification and good omen of the 
perpetuity of the kingdom: which should continue like a 
fountain, which runs perpetually. (See Schickard, in his 
Jus Rcgium, cap. 1. Thcor. 4.). But from what is said 
here of Solomon, wc cannot safely make a general conclu-' 
sion, that all kings were anointed at fountains. For Saul 
the first king was not ; and in the 'history of David, whb f 
was anointed three times, there is no mention of it. 
f Ver. 34. And let Zadok the priest, and Nathan the pro- 
phet, anoint him there king over Israel] One of them poured 
out the oil, and the other anointed him, as the forenamed 
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Schickard thinks it probable. Or, as others will have it, 
Zadok (as vicar of the high-priest, who in his absence per- 
formed all his offices) did both: and Nathan the prophet 
was witness of the Divine revelation and promise, that 
Solomon should succeed in the kingdom. For Abarbincl 
is of opinion, that no king was anointed but by tho autho- 
rity of a prophet : which is hard to be proved out of Scrip- 
ture, as Carpzovios observes. (See vcr. 39.) 

And bloiv ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king 
Solomon f] Proclaim him to be the king of Israel. Tho 
history of Absalom shews that he was proclaimed king by 
the sound of the trumpet, (2 Sam. xv. 10.) And when God 
proclaimed his law, and himself tho king of Israel, the 
sound. of tlio. trumpet preceded with great vehemence, 
(Exod. xix. 16.) And hence many places in the Psalms 
are explained, which say, God went up with the sound of 
a trumpet, when, after the manner of kings, he. triumphed 
over his enemies, (xlvii. 5. xcviii. G.) 

Vcr. 35. Then ye shall come up after. him, that he may 
come and sit xipon my throne.'] Attend upon him to Jerusa- 
lem, and give him actual possession of the throne. 

For he shall be king in my stead : and I have appointed 
him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.] To have the 
same authority over all the people that David had. 

Ver. 30. And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the 
king, and said, Amen.] Gave his consent in the name of all 
the rest: and I suppose sware allegiance to him. 

The Lord God of my lord the king say so too.] They all 
said the same, ver. 47. Nothing doubting God would es- 
tablish his authority. 

. Ver. 37. As the Lord hath been with my lord the king, 
even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater 
than the throne of my lord king David.] He knew David 
loved his children so passionately, and desired their hap- 
piness so much, that he was assured he should not offend 
himwith this wish. In the Targum it is, As the Word of 
the Lord hath helped my lord the king, &c. 
. Ver. 38. So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and 
the Pelethites.] This (and in vcr. 43.) is the last time that 
the Cherethites and Pelethites (whom Procopius Gazaeus 
here c&Ws fnnditores et sagittarios, slingers and archers) are 
mentioned in the holy Scriptures: for we read no more of 
them after the death of David. Which makes it probable, 
that in their room, David himself, in the conclusion of his 
reign, had appointed those troops which we read of in 
1 Chron. xxvii. to attend upon him every month under their 
several commanders: which is the conjecture ofCorn. Bo- 
naventura Bertram, de llepubl. Judaica, cap. 10. p. 133. 
And these are they he thinks who guarded Joash, (2 Kings 
xi. 4, &c.) called Ceri, or Cerim, i.e. Ariates (not much 
. different from Crethi) and Ratzim, which he translates Cwr- 
sores. But I leave this to better judgments. 

' Went down, and caused Solomon to ride on the king's 
mule, and brought him to Gihon.] According as king David 
had ordered, (ver. 34.) . 

Ver. 39. And Zadok the priest.] Here the anointing of 
himi^ attributed to the priest alone. And indeed the unc- 
tions which arc said to be made by a prophet, as Samuel 
anointed Saul and David, were private, but not public: 
which was always done by the priest, as Fortunatus Scac- 
<2ius hath endeavoured to shew in his third Myxothccium, 
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cap. 49, 50. It .must be confessed, that the prophet 
anointed Saul in Gilgal when he was publicly declared 
king: but then they offered sacrifice, which could not* be 
without the priest : and the Israelites made a covenant 
with David when they anointed him in Hebron, which must 
be by feasting upon a sacrifice offered by the priest. Yet 
a great many of the Jews are confident that no man, no, not' 
the high-priest, could anoint a king, but only a prophet, as 
Samuel did David, and Nathan (Abarbinel here affirms) did 
Solomon, and Ahijah did Jeroboam. 

Took a horn of oil.] A vessel of oil, as- the Arabia 
translates it : which vessel was made of an ox's horn, as 
Bochartus observes, lib. ii. Hierozoicon, cap. 37. par. i. 
They commonly made cups of such horns; whence the 
Greek word Ktpaaai, to mingle wine with water. (See For- 
tunatus Scacchus, Myrothcc. i. cap. 48.) 

Out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon.] This made 
his unction more solemn, and his person more sacred, be- 
cause anointed with holy oil. Though the Jews are gene- 
rally of opinion, that it was not necessary to anoint their 
kings with this holy oil made by Moses. And, indeed, they 
all agree there was no necessity of anointing them at all 
(the son being sufficiently anointed by the unction of his 
father), unless there arose a controversy about the succes- 
sion of the crown. Thus Solomon was anointed because 
of the function of Adonijah, Joash because of Athaliah; 
and Jehu because of Joram. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Suc- 
cess, in Pontif. cap. 9. and Schickard's Jus Regium, cap. 1* 
Theor. 4.) Fortunatus Scacchus also hath spent a whole 
chapter, of a good length, to shew that a private unction 
might be made with any oil : but a public, by oil taken 
from the tabernacle. Whence it is said of David, with my 
holy oil have I anointed thee. Yet he thinks that this oil, 
preserved in the tabernacle for that purpose, was not the 
same with the oil made by Moses, wherewith the high- 
priest alone was anointed. This he confirms by no con- 
temptible arguments, in his Myrotbecium iii. Sacror. Elaeo- 
chrysm. cap. 48. 

And they blew the trumpet ; and all the people said; God 
save king Solomon!] After the unction followed the accla- 
mation of the people. (See ver. 34.) 

Ver. 40. And all the people came up after him.] From 
Gihon unto Jerusalem. 

And the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great 
joy.] To see a king settled by David's appointment: which 
they hoped might prevent all contests about the succession. 

So that the earth rent with the sound of them.] An hyper- 
bolical expression, to signify the very loud noise the people 
made with their shouts and their pipes : which were instru- 
ments that had their name among the Hebrews from tho 
many holes that were in them : as the illustrious Spanhe- 
mius observes upon Callimachus's hymn ad Dianam, ver. 1 
244. where he notes great variety of them. 

Vcr. 41. And Adonijah, and all the guests that were with 
him, heard it as they had made an end of eating.] But, per- 
haps, were not yet risen from the table. (See ver. 49.) 

And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, 
Wlierefore is this noise of the city being in an uproar?] By 
this time Solomon was got into Jerusalem ; from whence 
they could hear tho shouting, and the sound ofthe trumpet 
and music. Which Josephus saith was accompanied with 
a great feast : which, is agreeable to 1 Chron. xxix. 21,22. 
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Joab was most concerned to inquire what the matter was 1 ; 
for if the city was in an uproar, as he seems to suspect, it 
was his business, as captain of the host, to suppress it. 

Ver. 42. And ivhile he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the 
son of Abiathar the priest came.] He had been employed 
by David to bring liim intelligence, (2 Sam. xv. 27.) and it 
is likely was now left in Jerusalem l)y his father's order, to 
bring him news of what passed there: 

And Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for thou art a 
valiant man, and bringest good tidings.] Or rather, thou art 
a virtuous man : for so the word wc here translate valiant 
is rendered in Prov. xii. 4. And so the Targum in this 
place, thou art a mart thatfearest to sin: and being a good 
man, he hoped brought good tidings, like himself. 

Ver. 43. And Jonathan answered and said t& Adonijah, 
Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king.] He 
tells him (according to his character) he would not flatter 
him, but tell him the plain troth: that David had not only 
declared Solomon should socceed him io the throne, but 
actually made him king: and related the whole history of 
his proceedings in the following words. 

Ver. 44. And the king hath sent with him Zadok tltepriest; 
and Nathan the prophet, and Bendiah the son ofJehoiada, 
and the Cherethites, and Pelethites, and they have caused 
him to ride on the king's mule. 

Ver. 45. And Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, 
%ave anointed him king in Gihon.] By authority from God, 
which Nathan, I suppose, pronounced; and then Zadok 
anointed him. 

And they arc gone up from thence rejoicing, so that the 
earth rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard. 

Ver. 4G. And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the 
kingdom.] He was in actual possession of the kingdom: 
though his father was alive. For to sit upon the throoo 
was proper to the king: and none else, on pain of death, 
might be placed there. So Valerius Maximus speaks of 
the Persians, lib. v. cap. 1G. 

Ver. 47. And moreover, the king's servants came to bless 
king David, and said, God make the name of Solomon 
greater than thy name, and make his throne greater than 
thy throne.] See ver. 37. 

And the king bowed himself upon the bed.] Worshipped 
God, and prayed it might be so. 

Ver. 48. And also thus said the king, Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne this 
day, mine eyes even seeing it.] He gave a solemn thanks to 
God for the happiness of seeing Solomon begin his reign 
with such affection of his people, as they expressed by 
their joy at his inauguration. Jonathan, it appears by this, 
had been a diligent observer of every thing that had been 
done in this matter: for he omits nothing, but gives them 
a full and faithful account. 

Ver. 49. And all the guests that were with Adonijah were 
xffraid, and rose up, and went every man his way.] They 
rose from table where they were sitting, and departed every 
man to his o^yn home in great haste, that it might not be 
known they had been with Adonijah; who wanted those 
marks of royalty which were bestowed on Sol6mon : for he 
neither rode on the king's mule, nor was he anointed, nor 
sat on the throne of thekingdom: nor do wc read of any 
forces that, lie had with him to maintain his title. Yet 
Fortunatus Scacchus thinks Adonijah wanted none of the 



marks of royalty, (insomuch that Bath-sheba told David ho 
reigned, ver. 18.) but this one alone. "Which- defect threw* 
down all the regal majesty of Adonijah, scattered all his 
forces, and translated the possession of the kingdom to 
Solomon, as soon as he was consecrated by this holy unc- 
tion, (lib. iii. Myrothec. cap. 47. p. 571.) 

Ver. 50. And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and 
arose, and went, and caught hold of the horns of the altar.] 
He thought he had committed a crime worthy of death, by 
usurping the kingdom without his father's consent, and 
against the known design of God : and therefore he fled. to 
the altar for safety and protection. It being a privileged 
place, not by. the appointment of the law, but by the cus- 
torn of all nations. It is a question to what altar he fled ; 
whether to that at the tabernacle in Gibeon, or to that 
newly built in the thrashing-floor of ATaunah the Jebusite* 
Some think to this last, which was nearest; and it is ex- 
pressly said of Joab in the next chapter, (ver. 29.) that he 
fled to the tabernacle of the Lord ; which is not said here. 

Ver. 51. And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Ado* 
nijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath taken hold of 
the horns of the altar, saying, Let Solomon sivear to me to-* 
day, that he will not slay his servant with the stvord:] Hq 
offered to surrender himself, and make no opposition, if he 
might but be secured of his life : which he numbly begged 
by taking sanctuary at the altar. These words, to-day, 
signify that lie desired him from henceforth he would not 
punish him for what was past. l-\ . . . . . < 

Ver. 52. And Solomon said.] He did not swear unto him, 
as he desired, but only declared. 

If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not a 
hair of him fall to the earth.] He gave him a full pardon for 
what was past; on condition he behaved himself as became 
a good subject for the time to come. 

But if wickedness be found in him, he shall die.] If he did 
any thing (as Abarbinel glosses) which shewed that he had 
still a rebellious mind, this pardon should signify nothing, 
because he had broken the condition of it. 

Ver. 53. So king Solomon sent, and they brought hiin 
down from the altar. And hecame and bowed himself to king 
Solomon.] He owned him for his sovereign. 

And Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.] There to 
lead a private life, and not go abroad with such an equipage 
as he had done, (ver, 5.) 



CHAP; II. 

Ver. 1. 1 V W the days of David drew nigh that he should 
die.] As he himself was sensible. 

And he charged Solomon his. son, saying.] After the; ex- 
ample of Abraham, the father ofthe faithful, (Gen. xviii. 19.) 

Ver. 2. I go the way of all the earth.] And so was unable 
to govern any longer. 

Be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man.] In. 
wisdom and in courage. 

Ver. 3. And keep the charge oftheLordthy God, to walk 
in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and 
his judgments, and his testimonies.] Under, these four words 
arc comprehended all the laws of Moses: statutes being 
such constitutions as had not their foundation .in reason,, 
but in the will and pleasure of God: as. not to,sow:two; 
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seeds of different kinds together, &c. (See Drusius and 
Grotius upon Numb. xix. 2. and Masius upon Josh. xxiv. 
25.) Commandments wero moral duties, which had a ma- 
nifest reason; as, not to steal, &c. Judgments were the laws 
belonging to civil government, in things between one man 
and another: such as arc mentioned Exod. xxi. and the 
following chapters. And testimonies were such laws as 
preserved the remembrance of some great tilings ; and tes- 
tified to them the loving-kindness of the Lord; as, the sab- 
bath, the passover, and all the rest of the feasts. 

As it is written in the lata of Moses.'] Which their kings 
were bound not only to read, but to write a copy of it with 
their own hands, for .their own use: that they might learn 
to fear the Lord, &c. (Deut. xvii. 18, 19.) 

That tliou mayest j>rosper in alt that thou doest, and ivhi- 
thersoever thou turnest thyself J] Or, that thou mayest do 
ivisely, &c. as it is in the margin. For there is no policy 
like true religion and piety. 

Ver. 4. 77iat the Lord may confirm his word, which he 
spake concerning me, saying. If thy children take heed to 
tlieir ways, to ivalk before me in truth with all their heart, 
and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a 
man upon the throne of Israel.] To engage him to keep the 
charge of. the Lord, he represents unto him the gracious 
promise which God had made him, to perpetuate the king- 
dom in his family without interruption, (2 Sara. vii. 15,16. 
Psal. exxxii. 12.) provided his children sincerely and 
heartily served God, in faithful obedience to his commands. 

Ver. 5. Moreover, thou knowest also what Joab the so?i of 
Zeruiah did unto me.] After he had given him this general 
charge, he proceeded to direct him to do some particular 
pieces of justice and kindness. And, first of all, bids him 
remember how Joab had used him : how insolently, for in- 
stance, he had treated him in his great affliction, and threat- 
ened a hew rebellion, (2 Sam. xix. 7.) and lately had set 
up Adonijah to reign, while he was yet alive. Or this may 
refer to what follows. . 

And what he did to the two captains of the host of Israel, 
unto Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa the son of Jether, 
whom he slew.] For this was a great dishonour to David, 
who had given Abner safe conduct; and passed his word 
to Amasa that he should be commander-in-chief of all his 
forces :, and therefore he might say it was done to himself 
But it is an idle conceit of the Jews, in Jalkut, and in other 
books, which refer these words, what he did to me, unto 
his shewing the letter which David wrote him concerning 
Uriah, unto the great .commanders in the army, (2 Sam. 
xi. 15.) and thereby exposed the king as a murderer of 
oue of his best subjects. D. Kimchi mentions this upon 
this place. 

And shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of 
war upon his girdle that teas about his loins, and in his shoes 
that were on his feet.] This Avas a high aggravation of his - 
crime, that he did not only shed that blood in peace (speak- 
ing to them in a friendly manner when he shed it), but af- 
ter he had done he was not at all ashamed of it, but ap- 
peared with their blood upon his belt, and in his shoes : as 
if he thought it a glory to him, that he had slain them in a 
battle with them. 

Ver. 6. Do thou therefore according to thy wisdom, and 
let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.] It was. 
jaotjsafe to give any countenance to so bold a man as Joab, 



who was of great authority among the soldiers: in a new 
kingdom, and a young man being king. Therefore, if there 
was a fair occasion, and ho could do it prudently, he ad- 
vises Solomon to cut him off. For David had not remitted 
his former crimes (nor could ho by the law), but only de- 
ferred the punishment of a man who was very powerful, 
and very serviceable in his wars. Though Abarbinel is of 
opinion he was not cut off for those old crimes: but the 
new one in following Adonijah could not be forgiven ; be- 
cause he had deserved so ill before on other accounts. But 
some move a doubt how Solomon, being but a youth, could 
cutoff Joab; which David durst not do, when he most 
flourished. Which will easily be resolved, if it be consi- 
dered that now it was a time of peace, when Joab was less 
necessary: and Solomon's reputation grew continually, 
(ver. 12.) and so he was more respected than Joab; who 
now declined in his interest, by reason of his age. 

Ver. 7. But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the 
Gileadite, and let them be of those that cat at thy table.] As 
Mephibosheth had done: who, it is likely, was now dead, 
for otherwise he would not have forgotten him. David's 
gratitude here is very remarkable; which extended itself to 
all the sons of Barzillai: who only desired him to he kind 
to.Chimham, (2, Sam. xix. 37.) 

For so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom 
thy brother.] That is, such kindness they shewed to David, 
inviting him to Barzillai's house, who sustained him in his 
great, distress, (2 Sam. xix. 32.) 

Ver. 8. And, behold, thou hast with thee Shhnei the son 
of Gera, a Benjamite.] Theso words, thou hast with thee, 
are understood by Abarbinel as if David had said, I see 
that thou art very familiar with Shimei; whom thou lovest 
and'advisest withal. But, that he might not trust him, he 
remembers him how bitterly he w r as cursed by him in his 
distress: and therefore might do as much by Solomon, if 
he should fall into the like trouble. And he thinks Solomon, 
being young, might the more easily be drawn in to hearken 
to such a crafty mail's counsel; because he did not follow 
Adonijah : for he takes him to be the Shimei mentioned in 
the foregoing chapter, (ver. 8.) But the plain sense of his 
having Shimei with him, is, that he was in his power, being 
one of his subjects. 

Which cursed me ivith a grievous curse in the day when I 
went to Mahanaim.] See 2 Sam. xvi. 5 — 7. 

But he came down to me at Jordan, and I sware to him by 
the Lord, saying, Iwilfnot put thee to death with thesword.] 
See 2 Sam. xix. 18, 19, &c. 

Ver. 9. Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art. 
a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him; 
but his hoar head bring down nnto the grave ivith blood.] 
His intention was not, as Abarbinel glosses, that he should 
put him to death for his cursing him: but he admonishes 
Solomon not to trust him, nor follow his advice; but if 
(saith he) he do to thee as he did to rae, that is, any ways 
offend thee, do not forgive him as I did. But bring down, 
his hoar head, &c. that is, though he be an old man, let not 
that move thee to clemency towards him; but punish him 
according to his deserts. And David knew his humour so 
well, that tic did not doubt he would give Solomon occasion - 
to cut him off, and that he was so wise as not to spare him. 
In short, he did not bid him cut him off for cursing him; but 
only that he should cautiously observe him : and if he com- 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. II.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



387 



mitted any new offence worthy of death, not pardon him as 
he had done. 

Ver.'lO.'So David slept with his fathers, and was buried 
in the city ofDavidJ] The. author beforeme'ntioned is a little 
too conceited in his interpretation of the ftrst part of these 
words: which W will have to signify, not that David died 
(which is the common import of this phrase), but that his 
soul rested in the other world, with those just and good 
men that had been before him. But he observes well 
enough, that the latter part of this verse informs us he was 
not buried in the sepulchre of his father, (as Saul was, 
2 Sam. xxi. 12, &c.) for that was in Beth-lehem: but, he 
being a great king, was buried in the chief city of the king- 
dom; which he himself had founded, and where was the 
throne of the house of David, (Psal.cxxii. 5.) He tells 
also, out of Josephus's Antiquities, (seelib.vii. cap. 12.) 
that there w r as a great vault over his sepulchre, in which 
was hid an immense treasure : unto which nobody knew the; 
way, but those that understood the artifice wherewith it was 
built. Out of this vault they took, in the time of Antiochus, 
so much money as made him withdrawhis army from them. 
Which Procopius Gazaeus also mentions. And Herod took 
out of it a great many talents for the building of the temple: 
but in following times there was no man to be found to. 
whom the secret was communicated, how to open it; so 
that no more money was taken out from that time. What 
credit is to be given to this I shall not determine, but sus- 
pect its truth 

; Ver. 11. And the flays that David reigned over Israel 
were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and 
thirty-three years reigned he in Jerusalem.'] The very same 
account is given in 1 Chron. xxix. 27. But in 2 Sam. v. 5. 
it is said he reigned seven years and six months in Hebron, 
(and the same is said before, chap. ii. ver. 11.) which, with 
the three and thirty years in Jerusalem, make forty years 
and a half. To solve this difficulty (as some of the Jews 
esteem it) they have devised this conceit: that David had 
a leprosy six months, to punish him for his adultery with 
Bath-sheba: all which time he being as a dead man, it is not 
accounted to his reign. But they did not consider that the 
six months was part of his reign in Hebron, before he com- 
mitted that adultery in Jerusalem. Which shews that this 
is a frivolous fancy ; and the true account of this matter is, 
that the Scripture is wont to reckon only complete years 
(as Kirachi observes upon that place of Samuel), and there- 
fore omits the, six months, being but a part of the year. 
(Seevi. 38.) 

Yer. 12. Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his 
father; and his .kingdom was established greatly.] This 
Abarbincl thinks may refer to the second solemn investi- 
ture of Solomon by all the estates of the realm. Who con- 
firmed that, which had been done by a few (though by Da- 
vid's order) at Gihon, (1 Chron. xxix. 22, 23.) 

Ver. 13. And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bath- 
sheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, Contest thou 
peaceably? And he said, Peaceably.] She had some reason to 
distrust him : because by her means he had lost the kingdom. 

Ver. 14. He said moreover, I have something to say unto 
thee. And she said, Say on.] He did not pretend to come 
to make her a visit; but about some business. 
• Ver. 15. And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom teas 
mine.] By right of primogeniture. 



And that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should 
reign.] The kingdom, he pretends, was his by the inclina- 
tion of the generality of the people to him, as David's 
successor. 

Howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and become my 6ro- 
ther's: for it teas his from the Lord.] Lest she should ima- 
gine he meant any harm, or was inwardly disgusted at his 
being disappointed of the kingdom, he calls Solomon his 
brother; and entitles God to the change: and therefore 
would not have her think he affected another change ; 
which would be to oppose the Lord. 

Ver. 1G. And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me 
not. And she said,'Say on.] In the Hebrew the words are, 
turn not away my face: which signify, that he should be 
very much ashamed if she did not grant his petition. 

Ver. 17. And lie said, Speak, I pray thee, to Solomon, the 
king (for he will not say thee nay), that he give me Abishag? 
the Shunammite to wife.] Both he and she surely were not 
ignorant, that it was unlawful for any tnan to marry his- 
father's wife: but they thought/because David knew her. 
not, the marriage was not completed. 

Ver. 18. Bath-sheba said, Well, I tvill speak for thee to* 
the king.] For she did not understand the drift of this de- 
sire: but was only forward to do courtesies to a ^man, 
fallen from very great hopes. 

Ver. 19. Bath-sheba therefore went unto king Solomon,. 
to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to 
meet her, and boived himself unto her.] For the high-honour 
to which he was advanced, did not make him forget -the. 
honour due to a parent: unto whom he was also mnclt 
indebted for his preferment to the kingdom. 

And sat down in his throne, and caused a seat to be set- 
for the king's mother.] In the Hebrew it is, a throne to be 
set for her: it being a seat in the form of a. throne, though, 
not so glorious as the king's. 

And she sat on his right hand.] Which- was the most ho- 
nourable place, next to himself,(Psal. xlv. 9. ex. 1.) 

Ver. 20. Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee ;, 

! I pray thee, say me- not nay.] It is likely it was the first 

petition she had made to him ;* and, as she thought, .would 

cost him nothing : which made her call it, a small petition. 

And the king said, Ask on, my mother ; for- 1 will not say>, 
thee nay.] If the thing were fit, and safe to be granted. 

Ver. 21. And she said, Let AbishagAhe Shunammite be 
given to Adonijah thy brother to tvife. % . n 

Ver. 22. And king Solomon answered and said unto his 
mother, And why dost thott ask Abishag the Shunammite for 
Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also.] He gently re- 
prehends her ignorance: for it is as if hejiad said, Do 
you call this a small petition? You had as good ask the 
kingdom for him. 

(For he is my elder brother).] And hath* that pretence to 
the kingdom: unto which he would add this; 

Even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab 
the son ofZeruiah.] Who were all in this plot. So the He- 
brew words, in the opinion of Lud. deDieu, are. better ren- 
dered by the Chaldee paraphrast, than by any other inter- 
preter, Was not he, and Abiathar, and Joab, in this counsel? 
The LXX. more plainly, With him are Abiathar the priest, 
atidfoab the chief commander of the army: that is, they are 
his accomplices, and have laid their heads together to givet 
him this counsel. . 
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« Ver. 53. And king Solomon sware by the Lord, saying, 
*God do so to me, and more also, i/Adonijah have not spoken 
this word.] Made this request, which ho knew came ori- 
ginally from him. 

Against his own life.'] For he looked upon it as a trea- 
sonable design, to ask David's wife might become his. For, 
fcccordfng to the custom of the Hebrews, no man who had 
been servant of the king, might serve any other master ; 
nor might any man ride upon the king's horse ; nor sit on 
his throne, nor use his sceptre: as they say, in the title 
Sanhedrin, cap. 2. sect. 2. 5. Much less might any private 
person marry the king's widow : who belonged only to his 
successor. Therefore God gave David all the wives of Saul, 
(2 Sam. xii. 8.) All which the Gemara upon that place 
(cap. 2. sect. 34.) applies unto this history of Adonijah ; 
whose desire to marry the king's widow (which was not law- 
ful for any private person) was looked upon as an affecting 
the kingdom. So Cocceius glosses upon that place. And, 
indeed, Adonijah seems to have understood well enough, 
that Abishag was wholly in the power of Solomon; and 
did not return to her father's house after the death of Da- 
vid: but remained with him in his possession, as one of 
those things that were appropriated to him. Which move 3 
Adonijah (as Abarbinel observes) to desire her of Solo- 
mon; and not address himself to her, or to her relations; 
but to him, because she belonged to the crown, (See Sel- 
den, lib. i. do Uxor. Ilebr. cap. 10.) 

Ver. 24. Now therefore, as the Lord liveth, which hath 
Established me in the throne of my father, and hath made -me 
d house.'] That is, a royal family. 

As he promised.] In 2 Sam. vii. 12, 13. 
> Adonijah shall be put to death this day.] He repeats the 
6ath, to signify it w r as his unalterable resolution he should 
riot live; but* be put to death, without delay: which in 
such cases is very dangerous.- 

' Ver. 25. And king Solomon sent by x the hand of Benaiah 

the sonofJehoiada; and he fell tiponhim that he died.] For 

/ such executions were there done not by mean persons, but 

by men of eminence: who at the king's command cut off 

6ffcnders. (See Judg. viii.20.) 

* Ver.- 26. And unto Abiathar the priest the king said, Get 
ihee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields.] This was a city of 
the priests, (Josh. xxi. 28.) where he commanded him to 
lead a private life, either in that part of the suburbs which 
fell to his share, or in some land which he had purchased, 
ks Jeremiah afterward did, (Jcr. xxxii. 6 — S.) 
*' For thou art worthy of death : but at this time I ivill not 
put thee to death.] He seems now only to reprieve him, that 
he might keep him upon his good behaviour: for if here- 
after he gave just cause, he might put him to death, as well 
as now put him out of his office. 

Because thou barest the ark of the Lord God before Da- 
vid my father.] He was faithful to him in the rebellion of 
Absalom : when he brought the ark from Jerusalem to ac- 
company him, (2 Sam. xv. 24. 29.) 

And because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my fa* 
t her teas afflicted.] Underwent all the hardships that David 
Inured, all the time of hiscxile unddr Saul, (1 Sam. xxii. 
20,21, &c r ) t 

* Ver. 27. So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest 
ntito the Lord; that he might fulfil the word of (he Lord, 
which he spake concerning the* house of Eli in ■ShilohJ] 



Which might partly move Solomon to deprive him. (See 
1 Sam.ii. 31, Sec.) 

Ver. 28. Then iidings came to Joab.] That Adonijah was 
put to death, and Abiathar banished. 

(For Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he had not 
turned after Absalom J.] The reason of which, Abarbinel 
thinks, was, because Solomon was very young, and not fit, 
he thought, to manage public affairs: and his mother also 
had a blot upon her. 

And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord.] Which 
was at Gibeon. (Sec the foregoing chapter, ver. 51.) This 
makes it appear that Joab had a hand in the counsel be- 
forementioned, (ver. 22.) as Solomon suspected. 

And caught hold on the horns of the altar.] Which w r ere 
four, at each corner thereof: in height, as the Jews say, 
five hand-breadths; that is, a common cubit. Here he 
thought to Save himself, according to the custom of all na- 
tions, who fled to their altars, when they were guilty of any 
great crime, and were in great danger. But Jewish doc- 
tors say, Joab was mistaken in two things. First, in fancy- 
ing there was security from thence for a wilful murderer: 
and, secondly, in that he looked for Safety by taking hold 
of the horns of the altar, whereas the refuge of the altar (as 
Kimchi saith) was on the top of it only. But I look upon 
this as frivolous; Rasi's opinion is better: that as God 
appointed them cities of refuge whither the manslayer 
should flee w T hen they came into the land of Canaan, (Exod. 
xxi. 13.) so, while they were in the wilderness, the camp of 
the Levites served for that purpose. And the following 
words (ver. 14.) declaring, that if a man-committed a pre- 
sumptuous murder, he should be taken from the altar and put 
to death ; it not only confirms what he saith, but intimatesy 
that even in the land of Canaan the altar continued a re- 
fuge for those that fled to it. But then this question arises, 
why Joab (who, as the Jews fancy, w T as president of the 
great Sanhedrin, and understood the law) should think to 
find shelter here, being a wilful murderer? To which the 
Jews answer, that he hoped hereby to save his estate, which 
otherways would have been forfeited. So they say in the 
Gemara Sanhedrin, cap. 6. n. 7. He hoped to be con- 
demned by the judgment of the Sanhedrin, and then his 
goods would go to his heirs: whereas if he was cut off by 
the king they would fall to him. (See Cocceius there, An- 
not. 2.) Others say, he hoped to obtain burial by this 
means. But f take these to be mere conceits. It is more 
probable, that, as Dr. Lightfoot conjectures, he hoped to 
obtain a pardon, as Abiathar had done, by consecrating 
himself to God and to his service : as he did," he thinks, by 
this solemn ceremony. For the laying hold of the altar had 
a vow in it for the future, as well as the hope of present 
safety. Which may bo argued from the name of the altar: 
which made that which touched it to be holy. (See his 
treatise of the Temple, chap. 34. sect. 3.) 

Ver. 29. And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled 
into the tabetnacle of the Lord; and, behold, he is by the altar: 
then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Gofall 
upon him.] Which punishment, as Abarbinel observes, was 
not inflicted on him for killing Abner and Amasa: though the 
remembrance of that innocent blood which he shed moved 
him not to pardon the faults he had "newly committed: 
first, in setting-up Adonijah to be king while his father was 
living, which was no better than rebellion ; being done with- 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. II.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



389 



out David's order: and, secondly, in this new attempt to 
pretend to the kingdom, by advising him to beg Abishag 
for his wife. Solomon did not punish him for the former, 
because he had pardoned Adonijah:.and therefore would 
not be severe against his adherents. But he renewing his 
traitorous designs, he thought fit to cut them both off: and 
Joab thought he deserved no less, as appears by his flying 
to the altar. Which was an acknowledgment that he was 
guilty of that crime which Solomon charged upon him, in 
being one of the wicked counsellors of Adonijah, and 
therefore deserved to die. Thus he. 

Ver. 30. A7td Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord; 
and said, Tlius saith the king,' Come forth.] The forenamed 
author thinks that Benaiah had a mind to bring him to So- 
lomon, and try to get his pardon, so far as to have him only 
deposed from his office, as Abiathar was. 

And he said, Nay; but I will die here.] Which he said, 
that he might bring Solomon into the people's hatred for 
staining the house of God with blood. 

And. Benaiah brought the king word, saying, TJius said 
Joab, and thus he answered me.] This interpreters generally 
take to be but the repetition of the same thing in different, 
words: but Abarbinel takes them for two distinct answers 
of Joab, in which he refuses to come from the place where 
he was;* and pronounces the sentence upon himself, and 
desires no pardon. For those words, thus saith Joab, re- 
spect (he thinks) the sentence which he pronounced on 
himself, that he would die: and those .words, thus he an- 
swered, signify he would not come from the altar. 

Ver. 31. And Solomon said to Benaiah, Do as he hath 
said, and fall upon him, and bury him^] Kill him at the 
very altar, where he resolves to die : after which he would 
not deny him burial suitable to his quality, (ver. 34.) But 
many think he did not kill him at the very altar; but 
dragged him from thence, and then slew him. For what need 
was there to defile the holy place with blood? And so the 
command is, Exod. xxi. 14. Though others are of opinion, 
that Solomon did think fit to have him killed at the very 
altar; to let all men see that no place, though ever so holy, 
should secure, any man from the hand of justice. 
. That thou mayest take away the innocent blood, which 
Joab shed.] He means the blood of those two persons men- 
tioned in the next verse: whose murder (as I said before) 
was not the immediate reason of Joab's death: but the 
words of Solomon are to be understood (Abarbinel thinks) 
as if he had said to Benaiah, Do not imagine thou shalt 
offend God, by killing Joab at the very altar, but rather 
perform an acceptable service to him : by cutting off a man 
who deserves to die, not only upon the account of Adoni- 
jah ; but of the innocent blood which he shed heretofore. 
So the business of Adonijah was the principal cause of his 
death: the other only the secondary; which he remembers, 
that he might warrant Benaiah to kill him in the tabernacle. 
. From me, and from the house of my father.] The crimes 
of Joab in killing those two men could not be punished by 
the house of judgment, because there were no witnesses of 
that murder : but David might have done it by such proofs 
as satisfied him of his' guilt. Yet he, omitted it, because 
Joab was so potent in the army: and so Solomon feared 
the guilt might stick upon his family, if it were not wiped 
off by this execution upon Joab. 

Ver. 32. And the Lord sliall return his blood upon his 
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own head.] Make him alone bear the punishment of his 
iniquity. 

Who fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, 
and slew them with the sword, my father not knowing there- 
of, to tvit, Abner the son ofNer, captain of the host of Is- 
rael, and Amasa the soil ofJether, captain of the host of Ju- 
dah.] His crime was the more heinous, because it brought 
a suspicion upon David, as if it had been done by his 
order: which calumny he laboured to wipe off, by the un- 
feigned grief he expressed for Abner, (2 Sam. Hi. 37.) 

Ver. 33. Their blood therefore shall return upon the head 
of Joab, and upon the head of his seed for ever.] Why doth 
he repeat what he said before? Abarbinel answers, it is 
not a mere repetition; but Solomon pronounces that the 
curse of David should come upon him : so that Joab's own 
. death should not expiate the guilt ; but his posterity should 
suffer for it in future generations, according to what David' 
said, 2 Sam. iii. 28, 29. ... : . 

Buttipon David, and upon his seed, and upon his, house, 
and upon his throne, shall be peace for ever before the Lord.] 
He prays and prophesies that his family and kingdom 
might never suffer upon this account, now that the sin 
which had not been punished in David's lifetime, had re- 
ceived a just punishment from him. „ 

Ver. 34. So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, mid 
fell upon him, and slew him.] He is said to go up, because 
Gibeon,. where Joab was at the tabernacle, was a. high 
place. l 

And he was buried.] It is not said who. took c.are of his 
burial; but it is likely Benaiah. (See ver. 21.) Because 
Joab was a man of dignity, and one of the royal faniily., ti » 

In his own house in the wilderness.] He did not bury him 
in the house, but in some ground belonging to it, and ac- 
counted a part of the habitation, which was in the wilder- 
ness ; so they called those parts of the country, which were 
but thinly inhabited. And Abarbinel is of opinion, that 
here Joab had built a hospital, where he provided, in se- 
veral rooms, a bed, a table, and a candlestick, for poor tra* 
vcllers. ; . ; ^^ 

Ver. 35. And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
in his room over the host; and Zadok the priest did he put 
in the room of Abiathar.] It is evident that Zadok wasa 
great man before this; at least the vicar of the high-priest 
Abiathar: who was, as some of the Jevrs fancy, deprived 
by David himself, or suspended from his office, upon his 
anointing Adonijah. Butnosuch anointing is mentioned 
in the story of Adonijah ; nay, it is most likely (as I before; 
observed) that he wanted it. And therefore he remained 
high-priest till now that Solomon removed him, and trans- 
lated that great office from the family of Ithamar to that 
of Eleazar, (according to the threatening against Eli; 1 Sam. 
ii. 30.) in which if continued till the time of the captivity; 
no notice being takeri'of Jonathan the son of Abiathar, 
mentioned in the foregoing chapter, ver. 42. and in 1 Sam;, 
xv. 27. v See Selden, de Succession, in Pontif. lib. i. cap. 
4, 5. and Grotius, de Imperio Sum. Potestat. where he 
observes, (cap. 10.) that the sagan, or vicar of the high- 
priest, had rather a hope, than 'a right, to succeed in jhe 
office of high-priest; For Maimonides saith, the Sanhe- 
drin chose him out of the family of Aaron; but here it is 
plain the king disposed of that office. For otherwise it 
could not be said truly, that Solomon put Zadok in the 
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room of Abiathar; by tho same authority that he put Be- 
naiah in the room of Joab. Bellarmine, indeed, for fear 
kings should be thought superior to the high-priest, saith, 
Solomon did this not as a king but as a prophet. (Lib. ii. 
de Pontifico, cap. 29.) But Solomon was not yet a pro- 
phet; and all they who had royal authority in tho time of. 
the Macedonians, and Romans, and the posterity of He- 
rod, challenged to themselves this power of making a high- 
priest; though they left to the Jews an avrovo/jiia (the go- 
vernment of themselves by their own laws) in other things. 

Ver. 3G. And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said 
unto him, Build thee a house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, 
and go not forth thence any whither.'] It was fit to confine 
such a turbulent man as Shimei was ; and not suffer him 
to go about whither he pleased, throughout the tribes of 
Israel, where he might stir up sedition. But it was very 
kind to confine him to such a pleasant place as Jerusalem, 
and the suburbs of it : which made Abarbinel renew his 
conceit (from ttioso words of David, thou hast with thee 
Shimei), that Solomon had a great love to him, and made 
him his familiar. But it is more reasonable to think that 
Solomon suspected his fidelity; and therefore would have 
him always in his eye, in the royal city. 

Ver. 37. For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, 
andpctssest over the brook Kidron,thon shalt know for cer- 
tain that thou shalt surely die.'] He mentions the brook 
Kidron, because that was in the way to Baharira ; where 
Shimei dwelt: as appears by comparing 2 Sam. xv. 23. 
\tfth xvi. 5.* But Solomon's intention was, that if he went 
out of Jerusalem any way, to a greater distance than Ki- 
dron was from thence, he should die for it. For when he 
\tent to Gath after his servants, he went directly the quite 
contrary way; that city lying westward of Jerusalem, as 
Kidron did eastward. 

Tliy blood shall be on thine men head.'] He should be 
guilty, and nobody else, of his death: for it was in his 
power to preserve his life. 

Ver. 38. And Shimei said unto the king, The saying is 
good.] He confesses the king's kindness in this injunction; 
and that he was beholden to him, for laying no greater bur- 
den upon him. 

As my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do.] 
Which he confirmed by an oath; (ver. 42, 43.) 

And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days,] Three years, 
as it follows in tho next verse. 

Ver. 39. And it came to pass, at the end of three years, 
that two of Shimei $ servants ran away unto Achish the son 
ofMaacah, king of Gath: and they told Shimei, saying, 
Behold, thy servants be in Gath.'] Achish had been so 
gireat a friend to David, that though David had con- 
quered the Philistines, yet he sutTered Achish still to retain 
the title of king, and to be only tributary to him: so that 
there was a friendly correspondence between his city and 
Jerusalem; where Shimei might easily hear, by somebody 
ot other who had- been at Gath, that his servants were ' 
there. ' • r 

Ver. 40. And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went 
to Gath to Achish to seek his servants.] In three years' 
time he thought Solomon might have forgotten his injunc- 
tion ; or he presumed he would not hold him strictly to it: 
especially since he did not go from Jerusalem for his plea- 
sure, but to recover what he had lost; which he thought 



was pardonable. For these servants, it is likely, were 
worth a great deal of money: wherewith he had purchased 
them. 

And Shimei went, and brought his servants from Gath.] 
Where Achish would not protect them ; being in friendship 
with the Israelites. 

Ver. 41. And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone 
from Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again.] If Solomon 
had not constant spies about Shimei, to watch his motions; 
yet such a journey as this could not be w r ell undertaken so 
secretly,, but some or other would observe it, and inform 
against him. * . 

Ver. 42. And the king sent and called for Shimei, and 
said unto him, Did I not make thee stvear by the Lord, and 
protested unto thee, saying, Know for certain, that mi the 
day thou goest out, andwalkest abroad any whither, thou 
shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto, me, The word that I 
have heard is good.] He repeats their agreement ; and only 
adds that he made Shimei solemnly swear that he would 
stand to it, and did thankfully accept it. 

Ver. 43. Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the 
Lord,and the commandment that Ihave charged thee with?] 
He lay under a double guilt, of breaking his oath to God, 
and of disobeying the king's command. 

Ver. 44. And the king said moreover to Shimei, Thou 
knowest all the wickedness that thine heart is privy to, fluit 
thou didst to David my father.] He knew upon w r hat wicked 
principles ho cursed David, and what inward hatred and 
malice he had to him: and what villanous designs against 
him, if he could have accomplished them. 

Therefore the Lord shall return thy wickedness upon 
thine own-head.] Upon which, if he reflected, he could not 
but see the justice of God, in letting him fall into other* 
crimes* which deserved death. ; , 

Ver, 45. And king Solomon shall bt blessed, and the throne 
of David shall be established before the Lord for ever.] To 
which Shimei wished confusion : but the Lord turned his 
curses into blessings, as David hoped, (2 Sam. xvi. 12.) 

Ver. 46. So the king commanded Benaiah the son ofJe* 
hoiada; which went out, and fell upon him, that he died.] 
He went out from the presence of the king, and carried 
Shimei along with him : and then did execution upon him. 

And the kingdom was establishedin the hand of Solomon.] 
By the removal of these bad men beforementioned : and by 
the alliances he made, mentioned in the next chapter, &c. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JxND Solomon made affinity with Pliaraoh king 
of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter.] To be his wife. 
Which was not unlawful, if she was first made a proselyte 
to the Jewish religion; as in all probability she was. For 
though his wives drew him in to worship strange gods; 
yet the gods of the Egyptians are not reckoned among 
them, (xi. 5, G, &c.) which is a sign she was not a worship- 
per of other gods. Hitherto also Solomon loved the Lord, 
as it is said, ver. 3. and was beloved of him, as his ap- 
pearing to him in Gibeon shews, yer. 5. 

And brought her into the city of David.] Unto his palace 
at Jerusalem: which was after he had begun to build the 
temple, as they say in Seder Olam Kabba, cap. 15. 
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Until he had made an end of building his own house, and 
the house of the -Lord.'] After which he built a house on 
purpose for this wife to dwell in, (ix. 24. 2 Chron. viii. 11.) 
But first he built God's house, then his own, and then the 
walls of Jerusalem. 

And the wall of Jerusalem round about.] If David en- 
compassed it with a wall, as some think is signified, 2 Sam. 
r. 9. Solomon made another wall, and thereby made it 
stronger than David left it. Or else, he repaired tho wall 
which David had built, and raised it higher. 

Ver. 2. Only the people sacrificed in high places, because 
there teas no house built unto the name of the Lord, until 
those days.] This is a short account of the happiness of 
Solomon's reign* hitherto, that there was nothing in it 
blameable, but only the people's sacrificing in high places. 
Which having been ancient places of worship (in groves 
or woods, on the top of hills), the people continued to re- 
sort thither, to perform that worship which God had ap- 
pointed. So that there was no fault in the worship itself, 
but only ill the place "of it. And he gives the reason why 
the people took this liberty, because there was not a 
house built, to be a settled place for worship; the taber- 
nacle also had been removed from place to place a long 
time; and was not fixed till it came to Jerusalem. Con- 
cerning high places, see upon Deut. xii. 2. Cornel. Ber- 
tram, indeed, fetches the original of them from the cities of 
the Levites, where they kept schools, and had places for 
prayer; and where he thinks the people at last sacrificed 
in the highest part of the city. (Dc Repub. Judaica, cap. 
15.) But this custom seems, more likely, to have been de- 
rived from the ancient patriarchs, and was imitated by the 
gentiles as well as Jews. 

Ver. 3. And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in all the 
statutes of David his father.] Following his directions, who 
commanded him carefully to observe all God's laws, ii. 2, 3. 

Only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places.] 
Which David his father had never done (as far as appears 
by his history), which renders Solomon's fault the greater, 
in following the common practice of all the nations, rather 
than the example of his pious father. 

Ver. 4. And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; 
for that toas a great high place.] Because the tabernacle 
was there, and the great brazen altar which Moses made. 
For after Shfloh was destroyed, it was carried to Nob; and 
the priests being there slain by Saul, it was carried to Gi- 
beon, (2 Chron. i. 3.) where the Jews say, there was tho 
greatest synagogue in all the land. 

A thousand burnt-offerings did Solomon offer upon that 
altar."] It is not easy to apprehend how so many sacrifices 
should be consumed upon an altar, which was but five 
cubits square; for I suppose he speaks of Moses's altar, 
which was of no larger dimensions. But Kimchi hath 
well observed, that we must not fancy they were all offered 
upon one day; but during the time he stayed at Gibeon, 
before he returned to Jerusalem. Yet if we suppose this 
was at some of the great festivals, none of which lasted 
above seven days, it must be acknowledged a wonderful 
thing, that so many should be consumed, though offered 
both at morning and evening sacrifice. The Jews there- 
fore do acknowledge a miracle herein, as there were many, 
they say, continually at the temple; which arc disbelieved, 
because the Jews are accounted fabulous writers. But if 
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well considered, some of them at least carry good reason 
in them. For instance, they say the smoke of the sacri- 
fices went always directly up to heaven in a steady pillar, 
and was not blown about with every puff of wind, 'as 
smoke commonly is. For if it had not been so, when there 
was a vast number of sacrifices offered, no man would 
have been able to stand in the court of the Lord's house. 
The fire also upon the altar was exceeding quick and de- 
vouring, being celestial fire, which dispatched the- sacri- 
fice sooner than ordinary fire would have done. So Dr. 
Lightfoot observes, in his treatise of the Temple, chap. 34. 
sect. 1. From whence it was called Ariel, the lion of God, 
because it was so devouring. And therefore, after the re- 
turn from their captivity from Babylon (as L'Empereur ob- 
serves out of the Gemara), the altar was made larger; be- 
cause the fire burnt more slowly, when they wanted that 
heavenly flame, which was strong and powerful. (Annot. 
in Cod. Middoth. cap. 1. sect. 1. p. 103.) 

Ver. 5. In Gibeon God appeared to Solomon in a dream 
by night.] Perhaps he thought he saw the Divine glory 
shine round about him: or else the meaning is, God re- 
vealed himself in a dream, as the Targum here expresses 
it, The Lord was revealed to Solomon by night; when 
men have often seen that represented to them, which they 
found true Avhen they' were awake ; as Tully shews by 
many instances; especially out of Aristotle's famous story 
of the two men that travelled together to Megara; one of 
which being killed in his inn, the other, who lay in a 
friend's house, had all the fact represented clearly and 
distinctly to him in his dream, as if he had seen it done; 
so that he found out the murderiers in the morning. (See 
lib. i. De Divinatione, cap. 24 — 2G, &c.) ' 

And God said, Ask what I shall give thee.] He heard a 
voice speaking to him, and bidding him ask what ho de- 
sired, and it should be bestowed upon him. This voice 
he took to be from God (as appears by his answer), who 
herein shewed himself very gracious to Solomon, and also 
made a trial of his inclinations. 

Ver. 6. And Solomon said, Thou hast sheivn tinto David 
my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee 
in truth, and righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with 
thee ; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that 
thou hast given him a son to sit upon his throne, as at this 
day.] Thankful acknowledgments of mercies already re- 
ceived (as St. Chrysostom notes), invite new blessings to 
be bestowed upon us. Uprightness of hearty here ascribed 
to David, doth not signify that he was without fault (for 
the contrary is evident, that he was guilty of great trans- 
gressions against the moral law), but it is spoken in oppo- 
sition to Saul, who was rejected for controlling the orders 
of God. 

Ver. 7. And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy 
servant king instead of David my father; and lam but a 
little child: I know riot how to go out or how to come- in.] 
There are those, particularly Rasi, who think he was but 
twelve years old when he spake these words ; and therefore 
calls himself naar, a child. But Abarbinel hath shewn, 
that they ground this upon an uncertain computation ; and 
that, if ho was but a child of twelve years old now, he must 
have begun to reign when he was but seven or eight years 
old : for he had sat some time upon the throne, as appears 
by the foregoing story, when he had this dream. And his 
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father calls him a wise man, when he left the throne to him, 
(chap. iu 6. 9.) And, from many other strong arguments, he 
concludes him to have been at least twenty years old when 
he began to reign ; and therefore calls himself here a child, 
with respect only to his skill in managing public affairs; 
as is signified in the last words, I know not how to go out, 
&c. i. c. to govern so great a people, for want of experience. 
Thus Benjamin is called a child/ Gen. xlvi. 20. ; and 
Moses calls Joshua by the same name, Exod. xxxii. 10. 
though they were above thirty years old : and the sons of 
Eli, when they ministered as priests, 1 Sam. ii. 17. 

Ver. 8. And thy servant is in the midst of thy .people 
which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be num- 
bered or counted for multitude.] And consequently great 
abilities were required to do exact justice to them all. 

Ver. 9.' Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart 
to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and 
bad: for who is able to judge so great a people ?] That is, 
without the Divine guidance and assistance, he thought it 
impossible to understand what was law in all cases ; so as 
dexterously to dispatch business,and decide all differences. 
For young men, as Aristotle observes, are unfit for govern- 
ment; because in them, to j3ovX£vruc6v artXlg, their, con- 
sultive power is very imperfect, as he speaks in the first 
book of his Politics, cap. 7. And therefore, in his:book 
ad Nicomachum, he will not so much as admit a young 
man to the lectures of politics; rr\$ 7roAiniojc ovk utjv ixKpo- 
arris oikuoq b vioq. But this is r not universally true, as we 
see. not only in the example of Solomon, who was extra- 
ordinarily accomplished by God in his youth for the 
greatest things; but by some examples among the heathen, 
of young men who managed the weightiest affairs w r ith as 
much prudence as they who were of the greatest experi- 
ence. Witness Scipio and Octavianus Augustus. But 
such persons. were rarely found: so that Solomon himself 
sailh, " Woe to the laud w r hoseking is a child," (Eccles. 
x. 16.) ' , , 

Ver. 10. And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon 
had asked this thing.] For it was a token of a. virtuous 
mind and a public spirits that desired above all things the 
honour of God, and the good of his people. , 

Ver. 11. And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked 
this thing % and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither 
hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine 
enemies.] Which are things of which men are naturally 
most desirous.* 

But hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judg- 
ment] As far transcending long life, wealth, and victory 
over enemies. 

Ver. 12. Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, 
I have given thee a wise and understanding heart, so that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall 
any arise like unto thee.] For other wise men gather their 
knowledge by study, and observation, and other helps (as 
Abarbinel here notes), but Solomon had his by inspiration : 
so .that ho went to bed an ignorant man, hut awaked in the 
morning like an angel of God. At once, as his words are, 
he who was like other men, was made like the Son of God. 
For he had not only the skill of government imparted to 
him; but a .general knowledge of all other things, as tho 
following history tells us. Whence he- fancies he calls 
himself Agur, (Prov. xxx. 1.) because in him there was a 



collection of all manner of wisdom and knowledge, and 
this imparted from God. Which is tne reason, he imagines, 
why he does not call himself Oger, which is an active word, 
but Agur, which is a passive : because he did not gather 
all his wisdom himself, but it was given him from the hand 
of God. 

Ver. 13. And I have also given thee that which thou hast 
not asked, both riches and honour.] These arc absolutely 
promised him: but here is no mention of long life; for that 
depended upon the condition of his steadfast obedience to 
God, as it follows in the next verse. 

So that there shall not be any among the kings like unto 
thee all thy days.] He promises he should excel all the 
kings that were in his time, in riches and renown: though 
there were richer in future ages, as Alexander and others 
were. 

Ver. 14. If thou wilt walk in my ways, and keep my 
statutes and commandments, as thy father David did walk,- 
then Iwilllcngthen thy days.] This God himself mentions, 
in the first place, (ver. 11.) as the greatest worldly blessing; 
especially when accompanied with great riches and honour: 
which Solomon was not to expect, unless he continued 
obedient to God. 

Ver. 15.. And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a 
dreamt] He saw and heard all the foregoing things so 
clearly and distinctly in his sleep, as if he had been awake : 
and did not know till he awoke that all was done in a 
dream ;. which was one way of God's revealing himself to 
his prophets. But Maimonides, I think, is here a little too 
'curious ; for from these words, Behold it was. a dream, be 
concludes this was an inferior degree of prophecy from 
what others had in dreams. For. they that prophesied in 
dreams, do not call it afterward a dream ; but simply say, 
it was a prophecy. So when the patriarch Jacob awoke 
out of a dream of prophecy, ho did not say it was a dreamy 
but saith absolutely, Surely God is in this place, &c. Gen. 
xxviii. 16. (More Nevoch. lib. ii. cap. 45.) 

And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord.] Which was there in a tahernaclo 
which David pitched for it, (2 Sam. v. 17.) though the ta- 
bernacle w T hich Mosqs made remained atGibeon; where 
Solomon had been to worship. ... 

And offered burnt-offerings, and offered peace-offerings.'] 
Giving thanks to God, that.he had been pleased to speak 
with hiin, and reveal himself to him. 

And made a feast for all his servants.] Upon the sacri- 
fices of peace-offerings, it is likely, which he had offered; 
whereby he endeared himself unto them. For nothing 
more wins mens affection than bounty, affability, cle- 
mency, and such-like .virtues. 

Ver. 1G. Then came two women that were harlots unto 
the king.] They kept a house of public entertainment, as 
the Targum translates.it, and perhaps were also common 
women : but then, tho Jews suppose, they w:cre not Israel- 
ites, but strangers; and so not comprehended in tho law, 
Deut. xxiii. 17.- 

And stood before the king.] As they used to do,, who 
brought .any cause before a court to be judged; . 

Ver* 17. And the one woman said, O my lord, land this 
woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a son with 
her in the house.] This case, as Abarbinel thinks, should 
have be^n first brought into some of the inferior courts, 
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near the place where they lived ; and if they could not have 
determined it, then to the great Sanhedrin: and if they 
found it too hard for them, then they should have brought 
it to the king; who otherwise might have easily .erred,; no 
inquisition having been, inade into the matter, if a Divine 
Spirit had not directed him. But this opinion of Abarbinel 
is grounded on another fancy, that there was a great San- 
hedrin in these days, Avhich cannot be proved. ' 

Ver. 18. And it came to pass, that the third day afterlxvas 
delivered, that this woman was delivered also.'] Of another 
son; which being born so soon after the other, they could 
not be distinguished by their age. 

And ive were together ; there was no stranger with us in 
the house, save we two in the house.'] So that there was no 
witness of what passed between them; but all relied on 
their own credit; which made the case more difficult. 

Ver. 19. And this woman's child died in the night ; be- 
cause she overlaid it.] Some marks upon the body, it is 
likely, discovered that it was smothered: and Kimchi 
here notes, that if it had died of a disease it would have 
cried, and the neighbours been called in, and the thing 
been known. 

Ver. 20. And she rose at midnight, and took my son from 
beside me, while thy handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, 
and laid her dead child in my bosom.] This made the matter 
obscure ; for how should she know what her companion 
did, when she was asleep ? • t 

., Ver. 21. And when I arose in the morning, to give my 
child sack, behold, it was dead; but when I had considered 
in the morning.] When it was perfect day; which it was 
not when she arose to suckle the child. 

Behold, it was not my son which I did bear.] There was 
some resemblance, it is likely, in the features of the two 
children ; so that the neighbours did not know the one from 
the other: but the mother, who had carefully observed it, 
knew by some tokens that .this dead child was none of 
hers. 

Ver. 22. And the other woman said, Nay ; but the living 
is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but 
the dead is thy son, and the living is mine. Thus they spake 
before the king.] One affirming what the other denied ; but 
having no evidence to make proof of what they said. 

Ver. 23. Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son 
that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, 
Nay; but thy so?i is the dead, and my son is the living.] 
.From hence the Jews argue, that the judges before they 
pronounced sentence were bound to sum up the evidence 
that had been given on both sides: that it might be seen 
they had observed and understood their allegations, and 
accordingly gave judgment. For thus Solomon doth in this 
case, where there was no more than he repeated; there 
being no witnesses on either side. 

Ver.*24. And the king said, Bring me a sivord. And they 
brought a sword to him.] As much as to say, Here. is no- 
thing but affirming on one part, and denying on the other, 
without any proof: I must therefore try some other way 
to decide this controversy. 

Ver. 25. And the king said, Divide the livhig child in 
two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.] For 
both pretended to it, and this he thougty the best way to 
end the dispute. For he knew the woman, whose the 
child really was, would be moved with such tender com- 



passion to it, that she would never suffer it to be divided: 
and so he should discover the true mother. Thus inter- 
preters commonly expound it. But Abarbinel thinks this 
would have been no extraordinary proof of Solomon's 
wisdom above other men's; nor have begot such a fear in 
the Israelites as this judgment did. Therefore he thinks 
Solomon made a discovery of the truth, antecedent to this 
experiment; by observing the countenance, the manner of 
speech, and all the motions of the women, whereby he 
discerned the secrets of their hearts, and penetrated to the 
bottom of the business; which this command to divide the 
child discovered to all. 

Ver. 26. Then spake the woman whose the living child . 
was unto the king (for her bowels yeqrned upon her child), 
and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no 
wise slay it: but the other said, Let it be neither mine nor 
thine, but divide it.] Natural affection clearly discovered 
the truth, without any other evidence. 

Ver. 27. Then the king said, Give her the child, and pi no 
wise slay it: for sheis the mother of it.] As appeared by the 
pity which her love excited to it. 

Ver. 28. And all Israel heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged, and they feared the king.] Very much* re- 
verenced, and stood in awe of him. 

For they saiv that the wisdom of God was in him to do 
judgment.] That is, saith Abarbinel, the wisdom proper to 
God; which searches the reins, and trieth* the hearts. 
Therefore they feared him, persuading themselves, they 
could not have a thought of any evil design against him, 
which he would not discover. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. j!S O king Solomon was king over all Israel.] Reigned 
with the full consent of all the tribes of Israel. 
, * Ver. 2. And these are the princes which he had.] The 
principal officers employed under him. 

Azariah the son of Zadok the jmest.] He was the son of 
Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok ; and therefore was Zadok s 
grandson, (1 Chron. vi. 8, 9.) But such are usually called 
sons in Scripture, as Rasi observes upon Gen. xx.' 12. 
And Zadok, it is probable, in his old age, bred him up in 
his house as his child. It is not said here what office he 
had, unless we translate the word priest, as we do in the 
jnargin, chief officer, or prime minister of state. But this 
Abarbinel thinks is a mistake; and he takes him- to have 
been one of the scribes, together with those two that follow 
in the next words, Elihoreph and Ahiah. For thus he 
thinks the words should be translated, Azariah the son of 
Zadok the priest, and Elihoreph, and Ahiah the son ofShisha, 
were scribes; there wanting a van before Elihoreph, as is 
frequent in Scripture, (Exod. i.-l, 2.) And these three 
secretaries had each their several employments. " One, he 
thinks, w r as in matters of judgment; the other in the 
revenue; and the third was concerned in writing annals, 
keeping the records, and was a public register. 

Ver. 3. Elihoreph and Ahiah the sons of Shisha, scribes: 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder.] Or master of 
requests. So Rasi understands the word hammaskir: one 
that heard all men's causes, and brought them before the 
king. 
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Vcr. 4. And Benaiah the son ofJehoiada ivas over the 
host ; and Zadok and Abiathar were the priests.'} That is, 
the principal, or high-priests. Kimchi thinks this was not 
that Abiathar whom Solomon ejected, and placed Zadok 
in his room, (ii. 35.) but another of that name. But Ralbag 
takes him to bo the same that was thrust out of the priest- 
hood; yet suffered to minister, when Zadok was not well, 
or could not attend : and Abarbinel approves of this opi- 
nion. Or, perhaps, Solomon permitted him, upon his peti- 
tion, to come to Jerusalem, not to officiate as high-priest, 
but to live upon the altar, (according to the prediction, 
.1 Sam. ii. 3G.) and he retained the name and title of high- 
priest, though Zadok only enjoyed the office. L'Empercur 
thinks he is here joined with Zadok, because in the begin- 
ning of Solomon's reign he did discharge the office of high- 
priest; and after he was deposed, he retained the title of 
that dignity as long as he lived, because of his precedent 
function. , (Annot. upon Bertram dc Rep. Jud. p. 420.) 

Ver. 5. And Azariah the son of Nathan was over the 
officers.'] That is, the twelve officers mentioned below, 
(ver. 7, 8, &c.) who gave accounts unto him, who was their 
overseer. 

AndZabud the son of Nathan was principal officer, and 
the king's friend.] The word cohen signifies here, as it doth 
2 Sam. viii. 18. minister of state, among wh'om'Zabud was 
the chief: one whom the king entrusted with the manage- 
ment of all affairs, and with his most secret counsels, he 
being always with him, as Abarbinel observes. Dr. Ham- - 
mond notes upon St. Matt. ix. Annot. 2. that the king's 
friend was an officer of nearness to the king: as Mr. Selden 
observed before him, in his Uxor. Hebr. lib. ii. cap. 16. 
p. 201, 202. For Nathan having bred up Solomon, (see 
2 Sam. xii. 25.) it was easy for him to get his sons pre- 
ferred by him to the highest dignities under him, when he 
came to be king; especially since he was very instrumental 
in placing him upon the throne. 

Ver. 6. And Ahishar was over the household.] Lord high- 
chamberlain (as we speak in our language), who took in, 
and displaced officers in the family. 

. And Adoniram the son of Abda was over the tribute.] 
"Which was imposed on the people for the support of the 
government. Such contributions were raised several ways 
in several kingdoms: but good and wise princes took care 
not to lay burdens on such things as were necessary for the 
livelihood of the poor; and that they were not too heavy 
upon any thing: as Solomon's were, if the people's com- 
plaints were just, after his death: but perhaps this word 
tribute, which we translate levy in the margin, may refer 
not to the levying of money, but of men. Concerning 
which we read in the next chapter, ver. 13, 14. where Ado- 
niram is said to be over the levy : and so ho might be over 
both, of men and money. 

Ver. 7. And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, 
which provided victuals for the king and his household: each 
man in his month made provision.] The country beingdivided 
into twelve parts, there were so many persons (called 
Nitzavium, because there they were placed) constituted to 
buy provisions for the king and his family, at the best hand, 
and every thing in its proper season ; to be sent to the place 
where the king resided, by every one in his month. * By 
which means there was great plenty for all that belonged to 
the court; both for his house, and his stables of horses ; for 



domestics, and for all foreigners, that came thither about 
business, or to hear his wisdom: who were there enter- 
tained without any grievance to his people. 

Vcr. 8. And these are their names : ThesonofHur.] He 
tells only the name of the father, who it. seems was more 
illustrious than the son : unless we translate these words, 
Ben-IIur. 

In Mount Ephraim.] And the territory belonging to it: 
which must be understood of the rest of the places mentioned 
in the following verses. 

Vcr. 9. Tlie son ofBekar.] Or Bm-Bekar, as those that 
follow may be translated: though it is probable, as I said 
before, that the fathers are named,- not the sons, because 
they were very illustrious persons, and better known : who 
managed, perhaps, this affair by their sons. 

InMakaz, and in Shaalbimt and Beth-shemesh, and Elon- 
beth'-hanan.] It is not material in what country these places 
were; and therefore I shall not inquire after them. 

Ver. 10. The son ofllesed, in Aruboth; to him pertained 
Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher.] There were more 
Sochos than one, as we find Josh. xv. 35. 48. It is uncer- 
tain which is here m&ant. The land of Hepher possibly 
may be the portion given to the daughters of Hepher, (Josh, 
xvii * 3, &c.) 

Ver. 11. The son of Abinabab, in all the region of Dor; 
which had Tapliath the daughter of Solomon to wife.\ Solo- 
mon had no daughters marriageable when these offieers 
were made : but in process of time this man, and Ahimaaz 
mentioned ver. 15. had behaved themselves so well in their 
office, that Solomon did them the honour to give them two 
of his daughters to be their wives. ** -•- * 

Ver. 12. Baana the son ofAhilud; to him pertained Taa- 
nach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which is by Zarta- 
?iah, beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even 
unto the place that is beyond Jockneam.] These places have 
been named in the foregoing books: where I have noted as 
much as I can find about them. Here the author names 
the person himself that was employed (as he doth. in some 
of the following verses) and not merely the father. The 
reason of which I cannot give, unless it were that he was 
a very noted person. 

Ver. 13. The son of Geber, in Ramoth-Gitcad: to him 
per tamed the towms ofJair the son of Manasseh, which are 
in Gilead: to him also pertained the region of Argob, which 
is in Bashan, threescore great cities with walls, and brazen 
bars.] These countries beyond Jordan are also well known, 
being often mentioned in the foregoing books. 

Ver. 14. Abinadab the son of Iddo had Mahanaim.*] 
And the territory belonging to it, which was very fertile: 
but this seems to some not to bear proportion to the rest, 
being not a twelfth part of the whole country. Therefore 
they follow the marginal translation, to Mahanaim: that 
is, all the territory from the places beforcnamed unto this 
place. 

Ver. 15. Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he also took.Bas- 
math the daughter of Solomon to wife.] As Abinadab had 
married another of his daughters, (sec ver. 11.) 

Ver. 16. Baanah the son ofllushai was in Asher and in 
Alotli.] This" man, perhaps, was the son of Ilushai, the 
friend of David; and therefore preferred by Solomon. 

Vcr. 17. Jehoshaphat the son ofParnah in Issachar.] It 
appears by this, and the foregoing and following verses, 
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that some of these officers had whole tribes assigned them 
for their province. 

Ver. 18. Sliimei the son of Elali in Benjamin.'] Concern- 
ing this person, see chap. i. ver. 8. 

Ver. 19. Giber the son of Uri teas in the country of 
(Ulead, in the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, and 
ofOg king of Bashan.] That is, in the rest of the country 
of Gilead beforementioned, ver. 13. 

And lie was Vie only officer which was in the land J] There 
is nothing in the Hebrew answering to those words, he 
toas: therefore this doth not relate to the officer before- 
mentioned; but the meaning is, as Abarbinel expounds it, 
that besides all those officers beforenamed, there was. an-, 
other who took care of strangers, who were going to court, 
or coming from it: as the other twelve took care of. his 
family, and all belonging to it. This officer made pro- 
vision in that country where the king then dwelt; and 
therefore is not named,* because he was not fixed and 
settled in bis office, as the others were; but chosen by the 
citizens of that city, where the king resided. . - 

Ver- 20. And Judah and Israel were many, as the sand 
which is by the sea in multitude.] The same Abarbinel 
thinks this and the next verses explain the reason why this, 
officer was appointed: first, because Israel and Judah were 
so great a people; and secondly, because strangers came 
from several regions, to bring presents, or about other 
business. And therefore it was necessary this- officer 
should set a reasonable price upon all tilings sold in the, 
market, 'that they might not exact upon any body, when 
they, saw a multitude of buyers, which might tempt them to 
sell their commodities too dear. 

Eating and drinking, and making merry.'] In perfect se- 
curity; and being well-pleased and highly satisfied. 

Ver. 21. And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms y from 
the river to the land of the Philistines, and unto the border 
of Egypt.] The bounds of his kingdom were Euphrates on 
the east, the country of the Philistines on the west, and 
Egypt on the south. For so God promised that their do- 
minio'n should be extended, from the river of Egypt to the 
great river,- the river Euphrates, (Gen. xv. 18.) And ac- 
cordingly David conquered so far, and Solomon, main- 
tained his conquests. 

They brought presents, and served Solomon all the days 
of his life.] This explains what went before : which is not 
to be understood as if all those countries had no other 
king than Solomon ; but that their kings were tributaries 
to him, and made him presents in token of their subjection. 
• Ver. 22. And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty 
measures of fine flour, aud sixty measures of meal.] Hymeal 
is meant a coarser sort of. flour for inferior servants: and 
the measure here spoken of contained ten. ephahs. So 
here was bread enough provided for near three thousand 
persons, as some compute it. 

Ver. 23. Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pas- 
tures, and a hundred sheep.] This and the foregoing verse 
Abarbinel thinks arc added, to satisfy some questions that 
arise about the constitution of so many officers : for why 
might he not be supplied out of the neighbouring cities 
and towns? which he shews. here could not be; because 
of the vast quantity of provision which was necessary for 
one day. And it is observable, that oxen are here men- 
tioned in the first place (both those fatted at home, and 



those fatted in the pastures), being anciently esteemed the 
most noble meat : as appears by. Homer's heroes. Who,, 
as Dioscorides notes, never had any thing in their feasts, 
no, not at marriages, but fat oxen. See Bochartus, in his . 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii.cap. 32. where he mentions the 
great entertainments made by Agamemnon, * Menelaus, 
Nestor, Alcinous. Nor did they that courted Penelope, 
though the most voluptuous of all men, eat any .other meat. 

Besides harts, and roe-bucks, and fallow-deer.]. Which, 
were meats highly esteemed among the Jews, and men*, 
tioned next to the foregoing, Deut. xiv."4, 5. 

And fatted fowl.] Many restrain the word Barburim to 
birds,, or fowl, as we do: and some think they were capons: 
Kimchi and others say, fatted fowl out of Barbary ; from 
whence they had the name of Barburim. But the name of 
Barbary was not known in Solomon's time": and therefore, 
Bochart thinks the word should be translated, the choicest 
of all fatted things, (Hieroz. par. ii. lib.i. cap. 19.) and so 
Gousset, in his late Commentaries of the Hebrew Tongue. 

Ver. 24. And he had dominion over all the regions on this 
side the river.] It might be objected to what was said be- 
fore, that all the country of Israel could not afford such a 
constant supply of provisions: which he prevents by this 
observation, that his dominion extended to a great many 
other, regions, from whence they might be furnished with" 
more than his own country afforded. 

FromTiphsah even unto Azzah, over all the kings on this 
side the river.] This is an explication of what is said ver. 
21. that he reigned from the river, that is Euphrates, to th<* 
land of the Philistines: for Tiphsah is the same with the 
city Tapsaeus; where there was a bridge, and a ferry over 
Euphrates, as Strabo testifies in many places: (see lib. xvi. 
p. 747.) and the very name implies as much, for J7D3 is 
transire, to pass over, in the Hebrew language. 

And he had peace on all sides round about him.] None of- 
his neighbours gave him any disturbance : so that the Is- 
raelites had nothing to divert them (as Abarbinel observes) 
from improving their lands, and increasing their rents; 
whereby there was a greater plenty of all things. Ma- 
chiavcl magnifies those who by force of arms achieved 
mighty things, and raised themselves to a great height of 
glory: but Hermannus Conringius well corrects him with 
this observation, that Solomon among the Jews, and Numa 
Pompilius among the Romans, got a more lasting name in 
all future ages by the art of peace. For which he refers 
to Cicero, lib. ii. de.Officiis. 

Ver. 25. And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man 
under his vine and under his fig-tree, from Dan even to 
Beer-sheba.] This he saith (the same author thinks) to shew 
the great plenty of corn, and wine, and oil, a3 well as of 
cattle and all other things: vines and fig-trees arc particu- 
larly mentioned, because they were planted in Judeamore 
than any other trees ; for the sweetness of their fruit, aud 
the benefits of their shade.. 

All the days of Solomon.] That is, till the end of his life. 
When some adversaries were stirred up against him: but 
for so short a time, in his old age, that he had peace the 
far greater part of his reign, (1 Chro'n; xxii. 9.) 

Ver. 2G. And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses 
for his chariots.] In 2 Chron. ix. 25. it is said he had but 
four thousand. But there is no disagreement between 
these two places; for he speaks ".here of his horses, and 
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there of their stalls or stables ; there being ten in every 
stable, which make forty thousand, as Abarbinel observes. 
But this doth not satisfy Boehartus, who rather inclines to 
Jacobus Capellus's opinion, that the Hebrew word arbaiin 
here signifies four not forty, (Hierozoicon, lib. ii. par. i. 
p. 155, &e.) But this is without example ; therefore others 
think that in the Chronicles the author speaks of those stalls 
for horses which he had in Jerusalem for his constant 
guard, which were but four thousand: w r hereas here he 
speaks of those which w r ere dispersed throughout his whole 
kingdom. 

And twelve thousand horsemen.] Which were distributed, 
it is likely, in every tribe; to keep them in peace, and to 
be ready to oppose any enemy that might invade them : 
wherein Abarbinel thinks that Solomon did not offend 
against the law.in Deuteronomy, which commanded them 
uot to multiply horses, (xvii. 1G.) because he did it not out 
of pride and vanity ; but to preserve peace, by keeping all 
his neighbours in awe. And he professes not to trust in 
them, Prov. xxi. 31. 

Ver. 27. These officers provided victuals for king Solo- 
7iion, and for all that came to king SolomoiCs table, every 
man hi his month: they lacked nothing.] This is repeated, 
to shew their diligenee,exactness, and care, which were re-, 
markable: especially since they took care of his stables, 
as well as of his household, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 28. Barley also and straw.] Barley was anciently 
borse-corn, as appears. by many places in Homer; which 
Boehartus hath observed in his Hierozoieon, par. i. lib. ji. 
cap. 9.\ 

For the horses and dromedaries.] The Hebrew word re- 
chesh signifies swift horses, as Abarbinel thinks. (See 
Esther viii. 14.) But others take them for mules, as w r e 
translate it in the margin. Boehartus thinks it certain, that 
this word imports a kind of horse, Micah i. 13. (See Hie- 
rozoieon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. G. 21.) 

Brought they unto the place where the officers were.] Or 
rather, where the beasts were. For there is no word for 
officers in the Hebrew. 

Eve}*y man according to his charge.] Which lasted for a 
month, every year. . 

Ver. 29. And God gave Solomon wisdom and under- 
standing exceeding much.] Knowledgo of all manner of 
things; and prudence in the administration of the govern- 
ment. . L . ~ .-. 

And largeness of heart.] A mind very comprehensive/ of 
all sort of knowledge ; and a heart to do a vast deal of 

g° od - * 

Even as the sand that is on vie sea-shore.] As the sand 

there encloses a vast body of waters; so his mind con- 
tained an ocean of knowledge, as the lord Bacon some- 
where observes. 

* Ver. 30. And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of 
all the children of the east country.] Some, by these eastern 
stages, understand the Chaldeans: who were rather a north- 
ern people, as Jeremiah describes them, (i. 14.) and were 
not famous for learning in Solomon's time; nor began to 
be so till the reign of Nabonassar: nor are the Tyrians 
here meant, as Pineda imagines; for they were a western 
people: but the Oriental Arabians; who were, famous. for 
wisdom in ancient times, as appears by the book of Job. 
And in after-ages Porphyry reports (as St. Cyril tells us, 



lib. x. contra Julianum), that Pythagoras travelled into this 
country, to improve himself in learning : where were many 
of those wise men called magi, as well as among the Per- 
sians. Thus Conringius in his Supplementum 5. ad L. dc 
Antiq. Acadeinicis. But after all, Abarbinel takes the 
word kedem not to signify east, but ancient time. And so 
the children of kedem are those who were born in the days 
of old: when men lived somchundreds of years; and so 
improved themselves in knowledge (especially in astrono- 
mical learning), far more than it was possible for men to 
do, after their lives became very short." This makes our 
wisdom defective, as was observed by Hippocrates in his 
Aphorisms, " Art is long, and life is short." But Solomon, 
by a special gift of God, was more knowing than they who 
lived above ten times as long as he did.- But this is a 
forced sense, as appears by the next words, concerning 
Egypt. 

And all the wisdom of Egypt.] Which country was cele- 
brated for wisdom in Moses's time, as appears from Acts 
vii. 22. and in.aftertimes Macrobius calls Egypt, matrem 
artium, the mother of arts. But it was famous, especially, 
for the knowledge of the motions of the heavenly bodies : 
for* he saith, (lib. i. Saturnal. cap. 15.) " Primos omnium 
coelos scrutari et metiri ausos fuisse;" that they were the 
first who attempted to search and measure the heavens: for 
which the great serenity of their air gave them opportunity. 
As for their civil prudence, it is sufficiently indicated in 
the words of Isaiah, xix. II." 

Ver. 31. And he was wiser than all men.] Of that age 
wherein he lived! But some extend this to all men that were 
before him, or should come after him. For in Midrasch 
Kohelc'th (upon Eecl. vii. 24.) they thus gloss, " Wiser than 
col Adam, all men (this is the first Adam), and than Ethan 
(this is Abraham), and than Heman (this is Moses).?' But 
Maimonides discreetly confines the words to the men of 
that age, whom he mentions, Ethan, Heman, &c. and will 
by no means allow him to have been wiser than Moses. 
(See More Nevoehim, par. iii. cap. 4.) 

Than Ethan tlie Ezrahite, than Heman, and Chalcol, and 
Darda.} If these were the sons of Zerah the son of Judah, 
mentioned 1 Chron. ii. 6. then it is not true that Solomon 
is compared only with the wise men of his age; for these 
lived long before him. . And the two former are thought to 
have been endued with the spirit of prophecy, being the 
authors, as some think, of two psalms. For Psalm lxxxviii. 
is said to be an instructive Psalm of Heman the Ezrahite, 
and the next (lxxxix.) of Ethan the Ezrahite. Of this opi- 
nion is Dr. Lightfoot. But it is more probable that other 
men are here meant ; for we read of Heman, the grand- 
child of Samuel, 1 Chron. vi. 33. who was also a prophet, 
1 Chron. xxv. 5. and in the same time there was one 
Ethan, a Levite of the posterity of Merari, 1 Chron. vi. 46. 
who is joined with Heman and Asaph as principal singers, 
1 Chron. xv. 17. Now the forementioned psalms may 
more reasonably be ascribed to them ; there being express 
mention of David and his kingdom in one of them": and 
then Solomon is compared only with the wise men of his 
own time, and not with' those that lived before Moses. 
They .that think otherwise of these men', were misled by 
the Jews, w r ho would have* some psalms to have been 
composed before David. This they began to suppose (as 
a most learned friend of mine, Dr. Alix, hath observed to 
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me) after the times of the apostles, as -Justin Martyr af- 
firms in his Apology, p. 76. 

The sons of Mahol.] This confutes those that make 
them the sons of Zerah: unless we suppose him to have 
had two names, as it must be confessed was common 
among the Jews. And this last name might be given him, 
because he was a skilful musician : for Mahol signifies a 

pipe. 

And his fame was in all nations round about.]. Attihe 
neighbouring countries heard the fame of his wisdom, 

Ver. 32. And lie spake three thousand proverbs.] Being an 
excellent moral philosopher, as well as a natural. St. Je- 
rome thinks these are those we read in the book of the Pro- 
verbs, which doth not contain so many : but is more pro- 
bable than what Joscphus affirms, that he wrote three thou- 
sand books of Proverbs :-which is an extravagant conceit; 
for the Scripture mentions only three thousand proverbs, 
many of which we must confess to have been lost, as other 
composures of his are. 

And his songs were a thousand and five.] He was a great 
poet also : for anciently wise men were wont to give good 
instructions in songs; which made them to be more easily 
remembered. But none of these compositions were thought 
to be divinely inspired, but only the song of songs': which 
was therefore joined to the sacred books. The rest were 
not adapted to stir up a sense of piety; as the Psalms of 
David were: who is therefore called the sweet singer of Is- 
rael, 2 Sam. xxiii. 1. 

Ver; 33. And he spake of trees, from the cedarrtree that 
is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall] That is, of all sorts of plants, from the greatest to 
the smallest For ezub (which wo commonly translate 
hyssop) seems to be the same with the Ethiopian word 
azub, "which signifies mint ; and is more agreeable to this 
placc/being more directly opposed to the cedar than hys- 
sop : which hath a stalk, and sometimes of great strength, 
as De Dicu and Job Ludolphus have observed.' And for 
this reason Hottinger (in his Smegma Oriental. -p.' 680.) 
takes it for the wall-flower, which is less than hyssop. But 
Bochartus maintains hyssop to be here meant; of which 
the Jews reckoned four sorts : and one of them may well be 
thought to grow upon walls. Though there is no neces- 
sity, he thinks, to put that interpretation. upon the word 
bekir, w^ich we translate on the wall: which may signify, 
as the particle beth doth in many places, near or hard by 
the wall. Of Jerusalem, that is, which was encompassed 
with mountains: and the Arabians observe that hyssop 
grew in the mountains, especially about Jerusalem. (See 
Hicrozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 50.) From Solomon's great 
skill in the properties and virtues of all plants, Nachma- 
nides makes bold to conclude that he wrote a book of 
medicine. . , . . , 

And he spake also of beasts, and fowl, and creeping things, 
and fishes.] This shews the vastness of his learning ; which 
comprehended the whole history of animals, as well as of 
plants ; whose nature and qualities he understood. Some 
Jews fancy that Aristotle saw these books, and published 
them in his own name, in his Historia Animalhim. It is a 
rule given by those who write books of civil prudence, that 
they who apply themselves to the management, of. public 
affairs, should not follow other studies; which by their de- 
light may draw their minds too much from business : but 
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Solomon had so vast a genius, that he pursued all manner 
of knowledge, while he governed his kingdom with great . 
prudence. For he composed a great number of songs, and 
discoursed of all sorts of creatures, both in the sea and in 
the land: which belonged to contemplative, not to prac- 
tical studies. So that in his days, the wish "of Plato was 
fulfilled, that " either philosophers might be kings, or kings 
be philosophers." . v 

' Ver. 34; And there came of all people to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, whichhad heard of 
his wisdom.] It is a conceit of Kimehi, that kings came 
from all parts of the. countries round about to hear his 
wisdom; and jheir people, when .they returned, came to 
their ;kings to learn what Solomon had said. But this is 
not the literal sense of the words; nor is it probable that- 
any but the queen of Sheba.came in person to hear his 
wisdom. For they would have been mentioned, as she is. 
Therefore the plain meaning is, that people came from all 
the neighbouring nations, being sent by their kings, who 
heard of his fame. Nay, their own natural desires might 
carry them to him. For, as Dion Prusaeus observes, (Orat; 
de Regno, p. 6.) there is no spectacle so, grateful as a 
wise and good king. All men flock to see him, and par- 
take, ttjc KoArjc SiavoiaQ kcu ayaSf/c, of his good and pious 
mind. Especially if he be mild and gentle, there is no 
spectacle so sweet and lovely; insomuch, that they who 
see him are loath to leave him (as he speaks a little beforeh- 
and they that hear him,lTr&vfjiov<jiv IS&v, &c. are desirous 
to see him, more than children arc to find their unknown 
father. > 

CHAP, Y. 

Ver. 1. jfjiND Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto 
king Solomon.] That is, he sent ambassadors to condolo 
with king Solomon on the death of his father (as the manner 
was), and to congratulate his accession to the throne. Eu- 
polemus calls this king Suron (as he is called Huram,in 
the book of the Chronicles), and makes mention of those 
letters which were sent by these ambassadors. (See Eu- 
scbius in his Prsepar. Evang. lib. ix, cap. 33, 34.) . 

(For he had heard that they had anointed him king in the 
room of his father) ; for Hiram.tvas everalover of David.] 
And therefore was desirous to continue in friendship with 
his son. > 

Ver. 2. And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,] There 
were three embassies passed between them, as Abarbinel 
observes; for Hiram began, and Solomon returned it; and 
then Hiram sent to him again, ver. 8, But two. only are 
mentioned in 2 Chron. ii. 3. 11. ' For Ezra there (as he ob- 
serves) minded only what concerned the building of the tem- 
ple; and so omitted the first embassy, which was no more 
than a compliment. ► .. * 

Ver. 3. Thou knowest how that David my father could 
not build a house to tfie name of the Lord his God,fortlie 
wars wliitfi were about him on every side, until the Lord put 
them wider the soles of his feet.] ,This was one reason ; but 
not the chief: for God commanded him to delist, when he 
had it in design, 

Ver. 4. And now the Jj>rd my God hath given me rest on , 
every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil recur- 
rent •] Nothing to make him fear any disturbance. 
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Vcr. 5. And, behold, J purpose to build a house unto the 
name of the Lord my God.] For his worship and service. 

As the Lord spake unto David my father, saying, TJiy 
son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall 
build a house unto my name.] This he spake by the pro- 
phet Nathan, 2 Sam. vii. 13. 

Ver. 6. Now therefore command them.] That is, his ser- 
vants who were skilled in such work. 

To hew me cedar-trees.] AVhieh were the most firm and 
durable, as well as most fragrant of all other. 

Out of Lebanon.] Which was, if not all, yet a great part 
Of it within the dominion of Solomon. Who therefore 
doth not ask trees of him which were his own; but only 
that his servants should hew and prepare them for his use, 
which they understood better than the Israelites. 

And my sewants shall be tvith thy servants.] To assist 
them, as they should be directed by them ; and to-receivo 
the timber from them, and convey it to Solomon, when it 
was prepared. 

And unto thee will I give hire for thy servants, according 
to all that thoushalt appoint.] Pay them what wages they 
pleased to demand for their work. 

For thou knowest there is not among us any that can skill 
to hew timber like the Sidonians.] Both Tyre and Sidon 
were now under one and the same king, and both of them 
very ingenious in mechanics; especially the Sidonians: 
whom Homer calls woXvdaidaXovc, excellent artists in divers 
things. For he ascribes to them all the neater sort of 
wdrk, both in his Iliads and his Odyssey, as Bochartus 
observes, in his Fhaleg. lib. iv. cap. 35. By which arts 
they grew very rich, in a time of long peace, which they 
enjoyed, as we learn from Judg. xviii.7. where the Sido- 
nians are made the example of those that lived very se- 
curely. But as for the Israelites, they did not mind ma- 
nufactures, but applied themselves wholly to agriculture 
and feeding of cattle. There had been most admirable 
workmen among them, who knew how to cut and. engrave 
precious stones, to cast and work up metals, &c. but this 
was before they came into the land of Canaan, in the time of 
Moses, when Bezaleel and Aholiab excelled in many dif- 
ferent arts, which were necessary for the work of the ta- 
bernacle. But the Scripture acquaints us, that they had 
their skill by inspiration from God; and it doth not ap- 
pear that they had any successors; so that in the time of 
Solomon there were no professed artificers who could un- 
dertake the work of the temple. 

Ver. 7. And it came to pass, that when Hiram heard the 
words of 'Solomon, he rejoiced greatly.] Which demonstrates 
a more than ordinary friendship which he had for king 
David and the people of Israel. 

And said, Blessed be the Lord this day, which hath given 
tinto David a wise son over this great people.] If he was not 
become a proselyte to the Jews' religion (which one would 
have expected should have been recorded if he had), yet 
he had a great veneration for the God of Israel, who was 
properly called the Lord: and, it is likely, he worshipped 
him together with his own God. 

Ver. 8. And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have con- 
sidered the things which thou sentest to me for: and I will 
do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concerning 
timber of fir.] The word which we translate fir, others think 
signifies pine or cypress. For fir seems not so fit for this 



work, being a light wood, and not durable, and apt to take 
fire. Their conjecture is most reasc lable, who think it was 
a kind of cedar: and therefore comprehended under that 
name, ver. G. where Solomon desires of him only, that his 
servants might hew him cedar-trees. i - . 

Ver. 9. My servants shall bring them down from Leba- 
non unto the sea.] The Mediterranean Sea; in which his 
city stood. 

And I will convey them by sea in floats.] Some think they 
were. tied together, and drawn in the water by vessels; as 
the manner now frequently is : but they wanted not vessels 
wherein to convey them ; for Diodorus Sieulus saith, (lib. vi.) 
that Sidon had in his time, rpinpueical 7T£vn'/p«e irXdovgrwv 
Ifcariv, more than a hundred three-oar and five-oar vessels 
belonging to it: and that city was but two thousand fur- 
longs from Tyre, as Strabo saith. 

Unto the place that thou shall appoint me.] Which was 
Joppa: a famous sea-port in the country of Israel, (2 Chron. 
ii. 16.) 

And will cause them to be discharged there, and thou shall 
receive them.] When they were landed in that place. 

And thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for 
my household^] For, living in barren islands, they wanted 
corn ; though they had plenty of money; being great mer- 
chants. And in aftertimes, it appears, they w r ere supported 
by provisions from Judea, (Acts xii. 20.) 

Ver. 10. And Hiram gave Solomon cedar-trees, andfft- 
trees, according to all his desire.] That is, he agreed to give 
him all that he desired; but the trees were not yet cut 
down and prepared. 

Ver. 11. And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand mea- 
sures of wheat for food to his household, and twenty mea- 
sures of pure oil.] In 2 Chron. ii. 10. it is said twenty thou- 
sand baths of oil. How corim and bathivt differ I shall 
not examine; but that place in the Chronicles plainly 
speaks of what was given to the workmen, who had other 
tilings besides (there mentioned) to support them in their 
labours: but here the prophet speaks ofwhatw r as given 
for the use of Hiram's family, as Kimchi and Ralbag solve 
this seeming contradiction. Abarbinel hath another solu- 
tion. (See Buxtorfs Vindicae Hebr. Veritatis, par. ii. cap. 
2. p. 424.) 

Thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year.] During their 
lives. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom as he pro- 
mised.] His wisdom appeared more and more in all his 
transactions. 

And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and 
they two made a league together.] It was lawful in ancient 
times, before the law of Moses was given, to make leagues 
with strangers to their religion for their mutual benefit: as 
appears by the story of Jacob and Laban, Isaac and Abi- 
melech (though some doubt whether he was an idolater), 
and the law of Moses made no alteration, as Grotius ob- 
serves, lib. ii. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 16. sect. 9. If 
Hiram therefore worshipped other gods, Solomon might 
notwithstanding make a league witli him, (insomuch that 
Hiram -calls him brother, ix. 13.) he being none of the 
seven nations of Canaan. 

Ver. 13. And king Solomoti raised a levy out of all Israel; 
and the levy tvas thirty thousand men.] To cut down the 
trees which Hiram's servants were to hew. 
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Ver. 14. Andsent them to Lebanon, ten thousand a month 
by courses; a month they were in Lebanon, and two montlis 
at home.'] That they might not be tired with their labour; 
nor neglect their own families while they were employed 
abroad. 

And Adoniram was over the levy.'] Took care to raise 
them, and to see them disposed according to Solomon's 
order. (Seeiv. 6.) 

Ver. 15. And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand 
that bare burdens.] viz. Porters, carters, seamen, and such- 
like, 

' And fourscore thousand that were hewers in the moun- 
tains.] That is, hewers of stone, for timber was hewed by 
Hiram's servants in Lebanon. And these hundred and 
fifty thousand were not Israelites, as the thirty thousand 
beforcmentioned were; but strangers of other nations, as 
may be gathered from ix. 21, 22. It may seem strange to 
some, that so many men should be employed about the 
building of so small a place as the temple was : but they 
must consider that there were many other w r orks besides 
which Solomon designed, and which he finished; (ix. 15.) 
for which we read of no other preparation of materials 
but what was now made. 

Ver. 16. Besides thechief of Solomon's officers which were 
over the work, three thousand and three hundred, which ruled 
over the people that wrought in the work.] In 2 Chron. ii. 
18. they are said to have been three thousand and six 
hundred: for three hundred were overseers even of the 
three thousand three hundred, who were to oversee the 
rest. That is, superior officers, who surveyed the whole, 
as Kimchi observes. Or, as Abarbinel takes it, there were 
three hundred supernumeraries, who were employed in the 
more exquisite sort of work : or w T hcn any of the other 
failed, were ready to supply their places. 

Ver. 17. And the king commanded, and they brought 
great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foun- 
dation of the house.] All things being now prepared, Solo- 
mon himself seems to have been present at the laying of 
the foundation of the house; which was not only very 
strong, but also very magnificent. For he caused stones of 
great bigness to be laid for the foundation, and some of 
great price, (such as marble, some think, see vii. 10.) and 
those also hewn and polished, not rough, that they might 
lie more regularly and even : which shews the nobleness of 
his mind, in making that which was not exposed to open 
view suitable to that which was seen. 

Ver. 18. And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did 
hew them,] It seems Solomon's servants learned of Hiram's ; 
or atlcastwere directed by them to assist in the work. 

And the stone-squarers.] Or the Giblitcs, as it is in the 
margin, who are mentioned in Josh. xiii. 5. being Phoeni- 
cians, inhabitants of Gabala, a promontory mentioned by 
Pliny, (see Psal. lxxxiiL 7.) who were the most excellent 
artists in those parts. 

So they prepared timber and stones to build the house.] 
Made all ready not only to lay the foundation, but to build 
the house. 



of the land of Egypt.] These years are variously computed 
by the Jewisli doctors ; with which I shall not trouble the 
reader : but only observe, that they are plainly divided into 
two intervals, by the words of Jephthah to the Ammonites, 
Judg. xi. 26. where he tells them the Israelites had 
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Ver. 1. xjLND it came to pass, in the four hundred and 
eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out 



dwelt in the land of Canaan three hundred years. Unto 
which if we add the forty years wherein they wandered in 
the wilderness, * there were three hundred and forty years 
past at that time, sinOe they came out of Egypt. And so 
the other interval from thence unto the building of the tem- 
ple was a hundred and forty years : which is not hard to 
make out, according to Sir John Marsham's computation. 
(Sec my annotations on that place of the book of Judges.) 
In the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel.] But 
why did he not begin the work sooner, according to the 
command of his father David, who left him all things ne- 
cessary, gold, silver, brass, &c. foT the building of it; and 
also a draught of it : so that he might have begun when he 
began to reign? To which Abarbinel answers, that Solomon 
would not make use of what his father had prepared, but 
resolved to build the house at his own cost and charge ; 
and put into the treasury of the Lord's house, that which 
David had dedicated to this work; (vii. 51.) and therefore 
he stood in need of four years' time, to gather so much gold 
and silver as was necessary to defray the charges of this 
work. 

In the month Zif which is the second month, that he be- 
gan to buiMthe house of the Lord.] Either to lay the foun- 
dation of it, or to build upon the foundation beforemen- 
tioned. 

Ver. 2. And the house which king Solomon built for the 
Lord.] For his worship and service : and wherein his Di- 
vine presence might dwell among them, (ver. 13.) 

The length of it was sixty cubits.'] Forty of which belonged 
to the holy place; and twenty to the most holy. 

And the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height 
thereof thirty cubits.] The length and breadth of it was 
twice as big (Abarbinel and others observe) as the taber- 
nacle of Moses ; which was in length but thirty cubits, and 
in breadth but ten. Whereas the temple was twenty cu- 
bits wide through the whole, and sixty long: besides the 
porch. When it is said the height was thirty cubits, it 
must be understood of the holy place: for the holy of ho- 
lies was only twenty. (See ver. 20.) And so the height of 
the holy place was three times more than it was in the ta- 
bernacle: for his temple was to resemble a high tower; 
having chambers above it, in three stories one above an- 
other, as the Jewish doctors observe. (Seo 1 Chron. 
xxviii. 11.) 

Ver. 3. And the porch before the temple of the house 9 
twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to the 
breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof 
before the house.] He gives no account of the height of it : 
but in 2 Chron. iii. 4. Ezra seems to say, it was a hundred 
and twenty cubits. Which words Kimchi imagines relate to 
the porch alone: but Abarbinel wonders how this could 
come into his head; when this height belongs to the whole 
house. For if it belonged only to the porch, then nothing 
is there said of the house itself: and besides, it immediately 
follows that he overlaid it with pure gold. Which is not 
true of the porch (for that was not overlaid with gold) but 
only of the house of God. Whidh, from the foundation to 
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" the covering of it, was thirty cubits high ; and above that 
covering were three stories of chambers, which were ninety 
cubits: and so in all the height of the house was a hundred 
and twenty, 

Ver. 4. And for the house he made windows of narrow 
lights.'] Or, as it is in the margin, broad within and narrow 
without. By which means the house was better secured 
from the weather; and yet had lights enough. See Ca- 
saubon upon Athcnaeus, p. 363. where he observes, the 
Greeks call such windows ro^iKag, " fenestras longas et 
angustas, ad emitlenda tela, quam ad lucem admittendam 
•factas;" long and narrow windows made to shoot out wea- 
pons, than to let in light. And he translates these Hebrew 
words, fenestras, prospect u clausas,riz. from the outward 
-part. 

Ver. 5. And against the wall of the house.] Or, joining to 
it, as it is in the margin: for the beams were not fastened in 
the walls of the house, as we read in the next verse; but 
a wooden wall, some think, went round the house, unto 
which these chambers were fastened. 
' He built chambers round about, against the walls of the 
house round about, both of the temple and of the oracle.] 
But not of the porch where the entrance into the house 
was. It appears out of Ezekiel and Josephus, as Peter 
Martyr observes, that there were twelve of these chambers 
on the south side, and as many on the north; and six on 
the west. 

And he made chambers round about.] In the Hebrew, he 
made ribs: by which some- understand galleries. Which 
encompassed all the forenamed chambers, as our ribs do 
the entrails of our bodies. Without which there could not 
have been a convenient passage to the several chambers: 
which were made to serve the priests to lay their garments 

.in, and wherein they rested, and ate of the sacrifices, and 
other uses. 
Ver. G. TJte nethermost chamber ivas five cubits broad, 

. and the middle ivas six cubits broad, and the third ivas seven 
cubits broad.'] It appears by ver. 10. that they were but 
five cubits high, and built over one another three stories, 
increasing in breadth, every story, one cubit, by the con- 
trivance which follows. 

For without in the wall of the house he made narrowed 
rests round about.] In the margin we translate it, narrow- 
ings or rebatements. By which seem to be meant, that the 

.wall to which they were adjoined was thicker below and 
above narrower: so that there was more space to make the 
upper chambers wider. 

,t Tfiat the beams should not be fastened to the tvalls of the 
house.] But in that outward wall which I mentioned before, 
made of wood: for he would'have no holes made in the 
wall of the temple. (See L'Empereur upon Codex Mid- 

• doth/ p. 147, 148. and Dr. Lightfoot of the Temple, p. 40.) 

Ver. 7. And the house, when it was in building, was built 

of stone made ready before it ivas brought thither.] So fitted 

/for their several uses and places, that they might be joined 
together, without any other labour, by putting them one by, 
or upon, another. 

So that there tvas neither hammer, nor axe, nor any tool 
of iron, heard in the house while it ivas in building.] The 
sense is plain, that the stones .were laid without any noise, 
there being nothing to he done but to join them together. 
But the Jews are so foolish as to fancy, that they were not 



hewn nor planed by any instrumcn f before they came thi- 
ther; but a worm called samir, which God created on pur- 
pose, did the business : and that the stones of their own ac- 
cord came to the temple; and there the angels laid them in 
their place and order. (See L'Empereur upon Codex Mid- 
doth, p. 183.) Which fable arose from somebody that did 
not understand the word samir, which signifies a very hard 
stone called smiris (as Bochartus hath observed), with 
which stones might be cut and polished as diamonds are. 
(See Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. vi. cap. 11.) An emblem 
this was, as all interpreters note, of that peace and quiet 
which should be in the Christian church, where all things 
should be done without contention.' " Utinam Deus hoc 
tandem aliquando elargiatur, ut omnes in domo suo idem 
dicamus ct sentiamus," as P. Martyr prays upon this place. 
Ver. 8. The door of the middle chamber.] By which they 
were to go into the middle row of chambers. 

Was in the right side of the house.] On the south side, 
which in -Hebrew is called the right side, because, when 
men look towards the east, the south is on their right hand. 
Some think there was the like door in the north; but it is 
more likely, that one door served to carry them round to 
all the chambers. 

*". And they went up tvith winding stairs into the middle 
chamber.] That they might take up the less room. 

. : And out of the middle into the third.] There was the-like 

'pair of stairs into the third story. 

Ver. 9. So he built the house, and finished it.] That is, the 
walls of the house. 

< A7td also' covered the -house.] He also covered the top 
of it. . 

With beams and boards of cedar.] In the margin, the 

'.vaultings and the ceilings of cedar. That is, the roof was 
an arch within, which made it look more noble, though 
without it was flat. 

- Ver. 10. And then he built chambers against all the house 

five cubits high.] The word then is not in the Hebrew; and 
being omitted the sense is plain, that he gives an account 
of the height of these chambers, as before (ver. 6.) of-the 

* breadth. But it is very briefly; and we are to understand 
that those below, and those in the middle, and those above, 
were every one of- an equal height; viz. five cubits: So 
they \xctq fifteen cubits in all: which was five less than the 
height of the house, for that was twenly cubits. Otherwise 
there would, have been no room for the windows : which, 
I suppose, were above all these chambers, in the top of 
the house. 

' -Ver. 11. And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, say- 
ingi] By the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite, as the Jews say, 
in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 20. For it is not said that God 

-appeared to him now, as he did iii. 5. and ix. 2, 3. , In 
which latter place it is said God appeared to him, these- 

* cond time: which is a proof (as Abarbinel notes) that now 
God did not appear to him, but spake to him by a prophet. 

Ver. 12. Concerning this house which thou art [in building, 
if thou tviltu-alk in my'statutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then will 
Iperfotm my word with thee, tvhich I spake unto David thy 
father.] See 2 Sam. vii. 13. Here Abarbinel makes a query, 
why this prophecy is inserted in the middle of the work, 
which might seem to have been more, proper in the begin- 
ning, or after it.was ended : but Solomon laying the founda- 
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tion, and raising the building very firm and strong, which 
might last to many generations, God would not have him 
presume upon its duration, unless he and the* people of Is- 
rael were obedient to him : and therefore told him he had 
better not proceed, nor be at any further charge, unless he 
intended to be a good man, and observe all his laws. And 
the continuance of this house, and of God's presence 
among them, depending on this, plainly signified, that let 
him build it ever so strong it should be demolished, if he 
proved disobedient. 

Ver. 13. And I will dwell among the children of Israel.] 
As he had done in the tabernacle, (Exod. xxv. 8.) 

And I will not forsake my people Israel.] But protect 
them in the good land he had given them. 

Ver. 14. So Solomon built the house, and finished it J] 
God spake the foregoing words, while he was building it, 
that he might desist, if he did not intend to be obedient to 
him. But these words import, that notwithstanding this 
admonition, he went on to build the house, as magnificent 
.and durable as he intended ; resolving to keep God's com- 
mandments. 

Ver. 15. And he built the walls of the house within with 
boards of cedar.] He wainscotted, Us we now speak, the 
whole house with cedar. 

Both the floor of the house, and the walls of the ceiling.] 
Or, as we translate it in the margin, From the floor of the 
house, unto the walls of the ceiling. That is, from the 
bottom to the top. 

And he covered them on the inside with wood.] The word 
them is not in the Hebrew. Which if we retain, it relates 
to the walls of the ceiling: that is, to the top of the house, 
which in the inside was covered with wocjd, (ver. 9.) 

And covered the floor of the house withplanks of fir.] Or, 
with another sort of cedar, which was a' great deal firmer 
and more lasting than fir. (Sec chap. v. 8.) 

Ver. 16. And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the 
house.] The house here meant is the most holy place: for 
he had spoken of the other part of the house, called the 
sanctuary, in the foregoing words. 

Both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar.] Or, as 
. the foregoing verse, from the floor to the walls of the ceiling. 

He even built them for it within, even for the oracle^ even 
for the most holy place.] Here he explains what he meant 
by the house in the beginning of the verse. And this wa£ 
most properly the house of all the parts of the temple : be- 
cause here the Divine Glory inhabited, and from hence God 
gave answer, when he was consulted. It is called Debir: 
as the outward house is called Hechal. 

Ver. 17. And the house.] That is, the holy place, as the 
next words explain it. 

That is, the temple before it.] The part of the house 
. which was before the most holy place. In the Hebrew the 
. words arc before my face: that is, before the place where 
. the Diyine Glory appeared. 

Was forty cubits long.] As long again as the most hofy 
place. (See ver. 2. 1G.) 

Ver. 18. Anil the cedar of the house ivithin was carved 
with knops.] Of an oblong figure, like an egg^ as Forstcrus 
thinks, comparing this place with 2 Kings iv. where there 
is the like word, and there translated gourds. 

And open flowers.] Not buds, but flowers, spread and 
full-blown. 



All was cedar; there was no stone seen.] This relates, I 
suppose, to the knops arid flowers, which were all of cedar: 
and so doth not contradict 2 Chron. iii. 5. 

Ver. 19. And the oracle he prepared in the house within, 
to set there the ark of the covenant of the Lord.] In the inner- 
most part of the house he fitted the most holy place to re- 
ceive the ark of God. It seems to be called the innermost 
part, because it was furthest from the entrance into the 
building. The Jewish doctors have a conceit, that this 
signifies a room which he made under ground (under, the 
floor of the oracle), where the ark might be hid, in case the 
house should be lead desolate. And he made this cave in 
very deep and winding burrows, putting a stone upon the 
mouth of it, upon which the ark stood. Here Josiah they 
fancy hid the ark, and the pot of manna, and the rod of 
Aaron, and the holy oil, where they were found after their 
return from Babylon. For which story there is no founda- 
tion; and it contradicts what they all acknowledge, that 
there was no ark in the second temple. It is far more 
reasonable to think, that by debir, which we translate 
oracle, is here meant the partition which separated the 
, holy place from the most holy: which Solomon is here 
said to have prepared or established, in the midst of the 
house, as the words are in the Hebrew. This Gousset 
hath made probable : though it appears from ver. 23. 
(where the cherubims are said to be within the oracle), that 
this word signifies not only the partition which made the 
separation, but the place itself, which was separated thereby 
from the sanctuary, to be God's dwelling-place. 

Ver. 20. And the oracle hu the fore-part.] That is, in the 
innermost part beforementioned : which is als6 called the 
fore-part, because it was before him that'eritered into, the 
house. 

Was twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, 
and twenty cubits in the height thereof] It was a perfect 
square, r 

And he overlaid it with pure gold.] Not merely gilt it, 
but covered it with plates of gold: for the gold amounted 
to six hundred talents, as Ezra saith, 2 Chron.' iii. 8.' - 

And so covered the altar.] Of incense, which was before 
. it in the holy place. 

Which was of cedar.] Or, he covered the altar with cedar, 
that the gold might the better lie upon it. 

Ver. 21. So Solomon overlaid the house with pure gold.] 
That is, the most holy place (called the oracle in the fore- 
going verse), which he made as sumptuous as he could for 
the Divine residence. 

And he made a partition by the chains of gold.] The most 
holy place was separated from the sanctuary by a partition : 
before which there was a veil also, which hung upon golden 
chains. Thus this passage is to be understood, for the 
partition itself did not depend upon'chains. 

And he overlaid it with gold.] That is, overlaid the par- 
tition. 

Ver. 22. And the ivhole house he overlaid with gold.] 
This is meant of the sanctuary, which was overlaid with 
gold, as well as the oracle. 

Until he had finished all the house.] Some think* the very 
chambers, which were without the house, were likewise 
made thus splendid. But I sec no ground to affirm it. 

Also the altar, that was before the oracle, he covered ivith 
gold.] That is, the altar of incense ; thence called the golden 
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altar: which yms in the upper end of the sanctuary, near 
the entrance in the oracle. This he covered with cedar, 
(vcr. 20.) and now overlaid with gold. 

Vcr. 23. And within the orach he made tico chembimsof 
olive-tree, each ten cubits high.] These were different from 
those mado by Moses, which were of solid gold : and arose 
out of each end of the mercy-scat; being of one piece with 
it, and looking one upon the other, (Exod. xxv. 18, 19.) 
But these were made of olive-wood; or, as it is in the 
Hebrew, of tree of oil. For many such soTts of wood 
there were besides olive; as pine, cedar, &c. And these 
two are plainly distinguished ; olive and oily-wood, in 
Nchcm. viii. 15. Here it may be proper to note, that the 
word debir (which wo constantly translate oracle) comes 
from debar, which signifies to speak; because God, who 
dwelt between the chcrubims, declared his mind from hence, 
when he was consulted by the high-priest with ulrim and 
thummim: and it still retained this name (though we never 
read of any answer by urim and thummim while this temple 
stood), because it had been the place from whence God had 
been wont to speak to the high-priest. I have observed 
elsewhere, that there might be the use of urim and thummim 
in this temple, though it be not recorded: but it is highly 
probable, that upon their rejecting the government of God, 
and turning the theocracy into a human government by 
kings, God ceased to direct and govern them by that Divine 
oracle. During the reign of David, indeed, there is some 
footsteps of it, their new government by kings being not yet 
well established: so that we may think there was a mix- 
ture of the theocracy still with it, as'may be gathered from 
2 Sam. ii. 1. iii. 19. 23. xxi. 1. But after that, there is not 
the least glimpse of it; but they inquired of God by the 
prophets, 1 Kings xxii. 3. 2 Kings iii. 11. 29. xxii. 14. 
where the high-priest himself, being sent by king Josiah to 
inquire of God, went t6 Huldah the prophetess. Which 
is a demonstration, that the answer by urim and thummim 
ceased, when God's government was cast off by them : to 
whjch that oracle properly appertained. 

Ver. 24. And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, 
andfivt cubits the other wing of the cherub: from the utter- 
most part of the one wing to the uttermost part of the other 
wing was ten cubits.] Whereas those of Moses Were only 
so long as to cover the mercy-scat; which was but two 
cubits and a half in length, (Exod. xxv. 17.) 

Vcr. 25. And the other cherub teas ten cubits: both the 
clierubims were of one measure and one size.] So that they 
filled the whole breadth of the house, which was twenty 
cubits. 

Ver. 26. The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so 
was it of the other cherub.] They stood upon their feet, upon 
the floor of tho house, (2 Chron. iii. 13.) eacb being ten cu- 
bits high, as was said at the first, (ver. 23.) that is, half as 
high as the house. 

Ver. 27. And he set the cherubims within the inner house.] 
With their faces towards the sanctuary : so that they looked 
upon him that entered into the oracle. 

And tltey stretched forth the wings of the cherubims.] Or 
rather (as in the margin) the cherubims stretched for th their 
wings. 

So tltat the wings of the one touched the one wall, arid the 
wings of the other touched the other wall.] That is, the south 
and the north walls of the house. Whereas the wings of 



those cherubims that Moses made stretched froni east to 
west : for they looked one upon the other over the mercy- 
seat. 

And their wings touched one another in the midst of the 
house.] Where they must needs meet, being five cubits long 
on each side, (ver. 24.) and the house twenty cubits wide. 

Ver. 28. And he overlaid the cherubims with gold.] So 
that there were four chcrubims in the most holy place of 
Solomon's temple. Two lesser made by Moses of massy 
gold; and two larger made by Solomon, overlaid with gold. 
Those made by Moses were part of the mercy-scat, and 
inseparable from it; these of Solomon seem to have spread 
their wings over it, being added only for tho greater orna- 
ment and glory of God's house. So Abarbincl observes, 
that Solomon did not make a new ark, Which was the only 
thing niadc by Moses, which Solomon did not imitate and 
make more glorious. But this he durst not presume to 
open, and to take out the book of the law, and put it into 
an aTk of his own making. It being unlawful for him to 
touch it, and therefore he let it remain, with its cover, the 
mercy-seat, and the cherubims belonging to it; and only 
placed these new cherubims over it, as a covering to it, 
for the greater beauty of the house. 

Ver. 29. And he carved all the xOalls of the house round 
about with carveid figures of cherubims, and palm-trees, and 
opeit flowers, within and without.] Both in the most holy 
place, and in the sanctuary. 

Ver. 30. And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, 
both within tindtvithout.] This hath the same meaning with 
the foregoing words: that thcflooY of the whole house, 
both the inner and outward part, was overlaid with gold, 
which made it wonderfully splendid and magnificent. 

Ver. 31. And for the entrance of the oracle lie made 
doors ' of olive-tree.] Or some tree that was oily. (See 
Dr. Lightfoot of tho Temple, p. 87.) 

TJie lintel and side-posts were a fifth part of the wall.] 
These words are very obscure ; for the words of the wall 
are not in -the Hebrew, but only a fifth. Which may be 
understood to signify, that they held the proportion of a 
fifth part of the doors. But there arc those who think the 
meaning is, that this gate was the fifth in number belong- 
ing to the house. The first they make account was -that 
which let into the court of the people; the second, into 
the court of the priests; the third, was the door of the 
porch; the fourth, of the holy place; and this fifth of the 
oracle. And accordingly they interpret these words, ver. 
33. the fourth. 

Ver. 32. The two doors also were of olive-tree.] Or, as it 
is in the margin, the leaves of the doors: explaining what 
sort of doors they were, viz. folding-doors; as it follows, 
vcr; 34. 

And he carved upon them carvings of cherubims, and palm- 
trees, and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold, and 
spread gold upon the cherubims and palm-trees.] The mean- 
ing seems to be, that he laid plates of gold upon the doors 
of the house, and gilt the cherubims, trees, and flowers. 

Ver. 33. So also lie made for the doors* of the temple.] 
That is, of the holy place. 

Posts of olive-tree, a fourth part of the wall.] Sec 
vcr. 31. 

Ver.'34. And the two doors -were of fir* tree.] Or, of a 
kind of cedar; as was before observed. 
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The two leaves of the one door were folding, and the two 
leaves of the other door were folding.] Whereby they took 
up less room, when they were opened. 

Ver. 35. And lie carved thereon cherubims, and palm- 
trees, and open flowers ; and covered them with gold fitted 
upon the carved [ivori.] This was said before, ver. 32. 
therefore repeated* I suppose, to signify that both sides of 
the doors were thus carved and covered with gold. I have 
not meddled with the mystical signification of any of these 
things: in which men's fancies differ very much; though 
in one thing they all agree : that by the cherubims, which 
were so plentiful in every part of the house, the hosts of 
angels are represented, there attending upon the Divine 
Majesty, as his ministers to execute his pleasure. 

Ver. 36. And he built the inner court.} Which was that 
therein the priests officiated. 

With three rows of hewed stone, and a row of cedar- 
beams.'] That the people who were in the outward court 
might sec what the priests did : the wall which separated 
the priests from the court of the people being but three 
cubits high (as most understand these words); for the cedar 
was not laid upon the top of the wall, but was the facing 
of it within side. The priests likewise from hence might 
speak and deliver any message from God to the, people. 

I conclude, this account of Solomon's ,M r orks with an ob- 
servation of Abarbincl : That this Divine writer doth not 
mention several things belonging to the house of God, as 
the altar of burnt-offering, thei candlestick, the table, the 
faver, (though they were ten times as many as Moses made, 
see 2 Chron. iii.) because his intention was only to ex- 
plain the great things which he did, and such as wrought 
in men admiration: not things in which there w r as no ma- 
jesty, nor any great cost bestowed upon them. Therefore 
he takes notice of the great and precious stones (that is, 
stones of great price) wherewith he laid the foundation of 
the house, (ver. 17.) and the rest of the things mentioned 
in this chapter; which .were very chargeable, and which 
shewed the greatness of his mind, his wisdom, prophecy 
(as his words are), and riches : but other things, as the 
court of the temple, &c. he passes over compendiously. 
Put this observation is not altogether true ; for though this 
Divine writer does not take notice of every thing made by 
Solomon in this chapter ; yet in the next, I think, he omits 
nothing, save only the brazen altar of burnt-offering, which 
is not mentioned in this book among Solomon's works; but 
taken particular notice of in 2 Chron. iv. 1. where its large 
dimensions are described. All other things, as the lavers, 
the candlestick, the table, &c. ,arc here mentioned in the 
following chapter. 

Ver. 37. In the fourth year was the foundation of the 
house laid, in the month Zif] He repeats this (which was 
said ver. 1.) to subjoin in the next words, how long the 
house was in building. • 

. Ver. 38. And in the eleventh year, in the month Bui 
(ivhichis the eighth month).] As Zif was the second. 

Was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, 
and according to all the fashion of it.] Every thing was 
completely finished, according to his design; without any 
need of addition or alteration. 

So was he seven years in building it.] And a half: but 
the lesser number is omitted, as is usual in these books, 
and in other authors : particularly half a year is omitted 



in the reign of David, who is only said to have reigned 
forty years. (See the second chapter of this book, ver. 11.) 
And considering the curiosity of the work, and the scarcity 
of men of skill, it is no wonder that it was so long before 
it was perfected : but rather the alacrity and diligence of 
Solomon (as Abarbinel notes) is to be adrhired ; who 
finished this work with all the speed he could make; when 
he was almost as many more years in building his own 
house* which was not so costly and sumptuous. An ac T 
count of which is given us, in the beginning of the next 
chapter : where the author tells us he built two houses, and 
sets down the dimensions of one of them. 

CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. mStJT Solomonwas building his own house thirteen 
years, and he finished all his house.] He did not begin $o 
build his own house till he had finished the house of God; 
that nothing might hinder that holy work. This appears 
from ix. 10. where we read he was twenty years in build- 
ing both. 

Ver. 2. And he built also the house of the forest of Leba- 
non.] The forenamed house was in Jerusalem: near to 
which he built another, in a cool, shady mountain; which 
made it resemble Mount Lebanon. And here he dwelt in 
summer, as in the other in winter. But it is not likely it 
was in. Mount Lebanon ; for that was in the very extremity 
of his kingdom, where he would not have set his throne; (as 
he seems to have done in this hQuse, ver. 7.) for thg,t was 
too far distant from the usual place of his residence. And 
for the same reason he would not have there placed the 
golden shields that he made; as \ye find he did, x. 17. It 
was therefore near to Jerusalem, (appears from xiv. 25, 
26.) and called by the name of the Forest of Lebanon : just 
as many pleasant and delightful places in that country were 
called Carmcl. Because it was in a lofty place like Le- 
banon ; and the trees which grew there made it very shady 
and cool. 

• The length thereof was a hundred cubits J] Which was not 
longer than the house of God, if we take in all the courts 
belonging to it. 

And the height thereof thirty cubits.] The height of the 
first story was so many cubits : upon which, in all likeli- 
hood, there was another of the like height. 

Upon four rows of cedar pillars.] Which supported the 
building; and made four walks under it. 

With cedar-beams upon the pillars.'] Upon which was 
laid the floor of the next story. 

Ver. 3. And it was covered with cedar above upon tlte 
beams, that lay on forty-five pillars, fifteen in a row.] So 
there were but three rows of pillars in the second story, 
which were sufficient for the support of the roof. And we 
rriay guess from hence that there were threescore pillars 
below. 

Ver. 4. And there were tvindows in three rows, and light 
was against light.] Directly opposite one against the other, 
which we call thorough lights. 

In three ranks. ~] Or, on three sides of the house, the 

south, the north, and the cast; that it might have the freer 

air. On the west side was the porch, and so no windows 

were there. Others interpret it, the windows were exactly 

" one under another in three rows. 
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Vcr. 5. And all the doors and posts were square ivith 
the windows.] The figures of the doors and of the windows 
were one and tho same; viz. square. 

And light ivas against light in three ranks.] This is meant 
of the smaller windows that were over the doors; which, it 
is likely, were also square. 

Ver. C. And he made a porch of pillar^ ; the length thereof 
was fifty cubits, anil the breadth thereof thirty cubits J] This 
was for his guard, and for people to walk in who came 
about business (as well as for state and ornament), and 
therefore was covered to keep them dry in rainy weather. 

And the porch teas before them.'] That is, before tho pil- 
lars of the great house, before spoken of. 

And the other pillars and tlie thick beams were before 
them.] That is, they were directly opppsite one to the 
other. Or, if we follow the marginal translation (according 
to them), the sense is, that it had its pillars and beams just 
like the great house; and, it is likely, rooms built upon 
those beams for his servants. 

Ver. 7. Tlienhe made a porch for the throne where he 
might judge, even the porch of judgment.] So it was called; 
because here he sat to hear and determine the causes that 
people brought before him. With whom he would not 
have his house cumbered; but made this porch without 
the house, where he dispatched such business. 

And it teas covered with cedar from one side to the other.] 
In the Hebrew T ,/rom^oor to floor: that is, from tho ground 
to the roof of the porch. 

Ver. 8. And his house where he dwelt had another court 
within the porch, which was of the like work.] There was a 
court between the porch and the house, which may be 
called the inner court; and then another beyond the porch, 
which may be called the outward. So that it stood be- 
tween two courts, which were both alike. 

Solomon also built a house for Pharaohs daughter.] 
Near, I suppose, to his own house; she being a person of 
the highest quality,* and his first wife. 

(Which he had taken to wife).] See iii. 1. 

Like unto this porch.] Not for figure, or bigness ; but for 
the materials of which it was built - 

Ver. 9. All these were of costly stones, according to the 
measure of hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and with- 
out.] All the forementioned buildings were polished on 
both sides : so that they appeared both within and with- 
out; that is, both on the inside which was towards the 
palace of Solomon, and on the outside which was towards 
the great court. 

Even from the foundation unto the coping.] From the 
bottom of the building to the top of it. 

And so on the outside toiuards the great court.] Not only 
on the front of the house, but on the back side of it, to- 
wards the great court. 

Ver. 10. And the foundation was of costly stones, even 
great stones; often cubits, and stones of eight cubits.] By 
costly stories (mentioned here and in the foregoing and 
following verses) arc not to be understood precious stones; 
but stones that being bigger and firmer, and better polished 
than others, were of greater price: as Bochartus explains 
it, both here and v. 17. 

Vcr. 11. And above were costly stones (after the measure 
of hewed stones), and cedars.] -Tho roof was finished after 
the same manner; with stones and cedar-beams. 



Ver. 12. And the great court rovnd about.] viz. Of Solo- 
mon's palace. 

Was with three rows of hetoed stone, and a row of cedar- 
beams?] Just like the inner court of the house of the Lord; 
(vi. 36.) and so the following w T ords are to be understood. 

Both for the inner court of the house of the Lord.] Or 
rather, as for the inner court of the Lord's house; for so the 
particle vau sometimes signifies. 

And for the porch of the house.] Of Solomon's own 
house. 

Ver. 13. And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out 
of Tyre.] For though ho was an Israelite by birth, yet ho 
dwelt at Tyre: and it is likely had the privileges of that 
city, and so was one of king Hiram's subjects. And there- 
fore in 2 Chron. ii. 13. that king saith ho sent him to Solo- 
nion : that is, granted his request, that this man might come 
and serve him. And accordingly Solomon sent for him, 
and fetched him to Jerusalem. 

' Ver. 14. He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali.] 
She herself was of tho tribe of Dan, (2 Chron. ii. 14.) but 
her first husband was of the tribe of Naphtali ; by whom 
she had this son. 

And his father was' a man of Tyre.] When she was a 
widow she married a man of Tyre ; who is called Hiram's 
father, because he bred him up, and was the husband of 
his mother. 

A worker in brass.] And in stone, and purple, and a 
great many other things, as we read in the place above- 
mentioned But brass is only mentioned here; because he 
is going to speak only of such works. 

And he was filled with wisdom and understanding, mid 
cunning to work all work in brass.] He had an excellent 
genius to this work; and besides the instructions of his 
father, it is not improbable that God endued him with 
great skill in contriving, and also working all manner of 
work of this sort. 

Andhe came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.] 
He presently found him to be an excellent artist; and so 
employed him in all his business.' 

Ver. 15. And he cast two pillars of bi-ass, of eighteen 
cubits high a-piece.] In 2 Chron. iii. 15. it is said, he made 
two pillars of thirty-five cubits high : which doth not con- 
tradict these words, it being evident that there" he speaks 
of both the pillars (as Abarbinel observes), which were 
thirty-five cubits. But here he speaks of them singly, 
which were each but eighteen cubits. Both of them, in- 
deed, made thirty-six cubits ; but one cubit must be al- 
lowed for the basis of each; wiiich is not considered in the 
book of Chronicles. This seems a better solution of this 
small difficulty than that of I/Empcreur, in his preface to 
Codex Middoth, where he saith, one of these wTiters speaks 
of the common cubit, and the other of the sacred, which" 
was double to the common. Each pillar, therefore, he 
thinks, was eighteen sacred cubits, but thirty-five common ; 
to w T hichone common cubit must be added for the basis. 
But this distinction of common and sacred cubits is not 
allowed by every body. 

' And a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them 
about.] So they were four cubits in thickness. (See Dr. 
Lightfoot, of the Temple, p. 61 — G3. and L'Empereur's 
preface to Benjamin Tudelensis.) Eupolemus, a* heathen 
writer, takes notice of these pillars, and says they w T ere as 
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high as the temple. (Eusebius, lib. ix. Preepar. Evang. 
cap. 34.) 

Ver. 16. And he made tivo chapiters of molten brass, to 
s$t upon the top of the pillars: the height of the one cha- 
piter teas five cubits, and the Height of the other was five 
cubits.'] This account of them Ezra also gives, 2 Chron. 
iii. 15. Yet in 2 Kings xxv. 17. they are said to be but 
three cubits. But it is to be observed, that it immediately 
follows in that place, there was a wreathen work, and pome- 
granates upon the chapiters; which in all made five cubits; 
and are all here comprehended in the word chapiter. 

Ver. 17. And nets of checker-work, and wreaths of chain- 
work, for the chapiters which were upon the top of the 
pillars.~] This curious work encompassed the chapiter, 
and contained, as it were, the pomegranates afterward 
mentioned ; which might be seen through these nets. 

Seven for the one chapiter', and seven for the other cha- 
piter.] Some think that each chapiter was adorned with 
leaves, and flowers, and fruit, in four orders ; which were 
bound about with three chains. But it is very hard to 
explain this work, which is so very briefly described. (See- 
Dr. Lightfoot, in the forenamed place.) 

Ver. 18. And he made the pillars.] That is, he finished 
them in this manner. (See the same author, p. 63.) 

And two rows round about upon the one net-work, to 
cover the chapiters that were upon the top with pomegra- 
nates: and so did he for the other chapiter,] There were 
two rows of pomegranates; which took up one of the five 
cubits, whereof the chapiter consisted. 

Ver. 19. And the chapiters that were upon the top of the 
pillars were of lily-work.] In imitation of lilies. - > 

- In the porch.] Such as were in the porch of the temple. 

Four cubits.] The other four cubits were of lily-work, 
except the middle. 

Ver. 20. And the chapiters upon the tzvo pillars had pome- 
granates also above, over against the belly which was by 
the net-ivork.] This is very obscure, because shortly de- 
livered. But the meaning seems to be, that the lily-work 
being above and below, at the top and the bottom of the 
chapiters, the middle cubit (called the belly) was all co- 
vered with pomegranates. 

And the pomegranates were two hundred, round about 
upon the other chapiter*] In the book of Jeremiah, lii. 23. 
it is said that there were ninety-six on a side; but all of 
them, upon the net-work, were a hundred in all ; which 
Abarbinel thus explains : The pomegranates on the net- 
work were towards the four quarters of the w T orId, being 
twenty-four towards each quarter; which in all made 
ninety-six. And in each angle there being one great pome- 
granate, they made up the number a hundred. 

Ver. 21. And he set up the pillars in the porch of the 
temple : and he set up the right pillar, and called the name 
of itJachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called the 
name thereof Boaz.] It is generally thought, that these 
pillaTS were made and erected only for ornament ; because 
they supported no building. But Abarbincl's conjecture 
is not improbable, that Solomon had respect to the pillar 
of the cloud, and the pillar of fire, that went before them 
and conducted them in the wilderness, and was the token 
of the Divine providence over them. These he set at the 
porch or entrance of the temple (Jachin representing the 
pillar of the cloud, and Boaz the pillar of fire), praying 
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and hoping that the Divine Light, and the cloud of his 
glory would vouchsafe to enter in there; and by them God 
and his providence would. dwell among them in this housed 

Ver. 22. And upon the top of the pillars was lily-work.] 
This seems to have been said before, (ver N 19.) but the 
next words, So was the work of the pillars finished, shew 
that this was "a new addition, to crown all, after the pillars 
were erected, as Abarbinel observes. 

Ver. 23. And he made a molten sea.] The Hebrews call 
any great collection of waters by the name of a sea. So 
the lake of Gennesaret, and others, are called in the gospel ; 
and here it signifies a great vessel, containing abundance 
of water. Which served for the washing of the sacrifices, 
and of the priests and Levites 3 who washed their hands 
and their feet ; not in it, but with water drawn out of it by 
pipes or conduits. 

Ten cubits from the one brim to the other : and it was 
round about.] Of a circular figure. 

And its height was five cubits.] Beside the height of the 
oxen whereon it stood. 

And a line of thirty cubits did compass it about.] For 
the diameter being ten cubits, this must be the compass of 
it. This sea was filled with water by the Gibeonites ; who 
were afterward called Nethinims. .. ; * 

Ver. 24. And under the brim round about there were 
knops compassing it.] -They were in the shape of an egg; 
on the top of every one of which was an ox head ; from 
whose mouth water gushed out : so Abarbinel gathers from 
2 Chron. ii. 3. where they are called oxen, from the figure' 
of their head. 

Ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about.] So 
there were three hundred of these knops in all ; the sea 
being thirty cubits round. . . •* •• 

The knops were cast in two rows when it was cast.] 
They were not carved afterward, but cast at first, when 
the sea was molten. And there being two rovys of them, 
Abarbinel thence concludes there were six hundred in all, 
one under another. From whence water might flow out of 
the sea, to wash a great number at a time. .1 

Ver. 25. And t it stood upon twelve oxen.] Oxen were 
used not only for drawing the plough, but for carrying bur- 
dens upon their backs ; as. they are still employed among 
the Indians. Whence Solomon placed the figure of these 
creatures under his molten, sea, as the supporters of it; 
There was so little danger of their being, worshipped, that 
the meanness of the use to which they served, had made 
some believe that Solomon made them in contempt of the 
golden calf, which the Israelites worshipped in the wilder- 
ness ; and placed them under the sea, that the people might 
see there was nothing worthy of adoration in these figures; 
Josophus, indeed, thinks Solomon offended in making these 
images : but this is confuted by the glory of the Lord filling 
the temple after it was finished. Which shewed that he ap- 
proved of all this work; which it is likely was done by his in-* 
struction 1 but some great men think Josephus is in the right. 

TJiree looking towards the north, and three looking to- 
wards the west, and three looking towards the south, and three 
looking towards the east.] This seems to import that this 
sea was square (the oxen looking towards the four quar-- 
ters of the world), whereas it is said before, (ver. 25.) that 
it was round all about. And so it was (as the Jewish in- 
terpreters, particularly Abarbinel and Ralba#, expound 
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this) in the brim of it, it was perfectly jound, and So it 
continued in the two upper cubits : but below the brim (in 
the three lower cubits) it was square. And, as Kimchi 
thinks, in the two upper cubits there were no knops;.but in 
the three lower, just above the oxen that supported the ,sca. 
i. And the sea tvas set above upon thtm, and all their hinder 
parts were inward.'] Under the sea, that they might not 
be seen. 

Vcr. 20. And it was a hand-breadth thick, and the brim 
thereof tvas wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers 
of lilies.] In the shape of lilies : that is, not plain and 
straight, but bending downwards, after the manner of those 
flowers. (See Dr. Lightfoot, of the Temple, p. 230, &c.) 

It contained two thousand baths,] A bath, being. of the 
same bigness with an ephah, (Ezck. xlv. 11.) is thought to 
contain eight gallons: so that this sea contained five hun- 
dred barrels ; that is, it had thus much water constantly iii 
it. But if it had been filled up to the brim, it would have 
held three thousand baths, as we read 2 Chron. iv. 5. which 
quantity they were not wont to put into it, lest with the 
wiud it should run over. Or, as the most learned of the 
Jews reconcile these two places, these words in the book 
of the Kings are to be understood of moist things; but 
those in the Chronicles of dry; which being heaped up, it 
would contain a third part more than of things liquid. 
With which some compare those words of our Saviour, 
(Luke vi. 38.) " Good measure heaped up, shaken toge- 
ther, and running over/' 

,Ver. 27. And he made ten bases of brass.] Tables or stands 
upon which the lavcrs (mentioned below, ver. 38.) were to 
rest. (Sec Dr. Lightfoot, of the .Temple, p. 228, &c.) 

Four cubits was the length of one base, and four cubits the 
breadth, and three cubits the height thereof] They were 
made so broad that the lavcrs might stand more firmly, being 
each four cubits ; but not so high, that the priests might 
more easily reach to wash the sacrifices in them, (2 Chron. 
iv. 6.) . ' 

Ver. 28. And the work of the bases was in this manner: 
they had borders.] To keep up the lavcrs from falling. 

And the borders were between the ledges.] It is not easy to 
apprehend what he means by ledges; because, as P. Martyr 
observcs,we have no such work in these days. 

Vcr. 29. And on the borders that wer s c between the ledges 
were lions, and oxen, and cherubims.] Oxen are called che- 
rubims in Ezek. x. 14. Therefore the meaning here is, that, 
besides lions and oxen, there were other cherubims (the 
figures of eagles perhaps) which adorned these borders. 

And upon the ledges there was a base above.] This is so 
darkly expressed, that I do not apprehend the meaning; 
unless it be this, that the upper ledge. was over the heads 
of these animals; and the under ledge was that upon which 
their feet rested, as the next words signify. 

And beneath the lions and oxen were certain additions of 
thin work.] Under these figures there was some other work 
added (which was not cast together with them), and drawn 
very thin. 

Vcr. 30. And every base had four brazen wheels.] They 
run upon wheels like a coach, or chariot; so might easily 
be removed from place to place, as the convenience of the . 
priests required. 

And plates of brass.] Between the wheels and the bases. 
(See Dr. Lightfoot in the same book, p. 22G.) 
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And the four corners thereof] For they were square, 
(ver. 27.) 

Had under setters.] In the Hebrew, shoulders. Which 
were fitly so called, because, as burdens are bprnc upon 
men's shoulders, so were the lavers upon these ; which sup- 
ported them, when set upon the bases, aud kept them from 
falling when they run upon (he wheels. 

Under the laver were undersetters molten, at the side of 
every addition.] These were molten with the bases, when 
they. wcrci cast. 

Ver. 31. And the mouth of it.] The bases seem to have 
been hollow at the top ; that the feet of the lavers might 
enter in, and be fastened there: and this he calls the 
mouth of it. 

Within the chapiter and above.] Nothing of a chapiter is 
mentioned until now : therefore it is hard to know what is 
meant by it. Many take it for a smaller basis, rising out 
of tho greater; in. which was the mouth, or hollow place 
before spoken of. 

Was a cubit.] In height. See vcr. 35. where it is said, 
on the top of the base was a round compass half a cubit high. 
Which seems to bo meant of this chapiter, which rose bxit 
half a cubit above the base, the other half being below it. 

But the mouth thereof was round, after the work of the 
base, a cubit and a half] This was the widencss of it. 

And also upon, the mouth of it.ivere gravings with their 
borders, four-square, ?iot round.] Though this hollow place, 
called the mouth, was round within; yet on the outside it 
was square, and had borders which were engraved. 

Ver. 32. And under the borders were four ivheeh; and tlie 
axle-trees of the wheels were joined to the base.; and the height 
ofawJieel tvas a cubit and half a cubit.] So that the bottom 
of the base was not far from the ground. 

Ver. 33. And the work of the wheels tvas like the work of 
a chariot-wheel.] Only the hinder-wheels and the fore-w T hcels 
were all of a height. 

Tlieir axle-trees, and their naves, and their felloes, and 
their spokes, were allmolten.] Cast together with the wheels. 

Ver. 34. And there were four undersetters to the four 
corners of one base: and the undersetters were of the very 
base itself.] He mentioned the undersetters before, (ver. 
30.) Now he relates the number of them ; and that they 
were of the same piece with the base itself; being cast to- 
gether with it, and not made afterward. 

Ver. 35. And on the top of the base there was around 
compass of half a cuiit high.] See ver. 31. 

And on the top of the base, the ledges thereof, and the bor- 
ders thereof, were the same.] Cast altogether at the same 
time. 

Ver. 36. For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the 
borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and palm-trees, 
according to the proportion of every one, and additions round 
about.] In the Hebrew, According to the nakednessot every 
one: which seems to signify that these figures were as big 
as the void spaces in the plates would admit. 

Ver. 37. After this manner he made the ten bases; all of 
them had one casting, one measure, and one size.] They were 
cast in the same. mould ; and all of the same bigness and 
shape. 

Ver. 38. Then made he ten lavers of brass.] Which were 
to stand upon tho bases forcraentioned. 

One laver cgntained forty baths.] Sec ver. 2G. From 
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whence it will appear that each of these lavers contained 
ten barrels of water. 

And every laver xvas four cubits.]. Some think that they 
were of this height. But these words rather relate to the 
diameter of them, which was four cubits: and then their 
compass was twelve cubits. 

Upon every one of the ten bases one laver.] The bases be- 
ing exactly fitted to receive them: for they were each four 
cubits in length and breadth/(ver. 27.) 

Ver. 39. And Tie put five on the right side.] That is, on the 
south side, (see vi. 8.) 

Of the house.] That is, of the court where the priests 
ministered. 

And five on the left side of the house.] That is, on the 
north side of that court. . . 

And he set the sea on the right side of the house east- 
ward, over against the south.] That is, in the south-east: 
so that as soon as the priests entered (which they did at 
the east gate)* they might have water to wash their hands 
and their feet. .i ,r< ?r ) ,o 

Ver. 40. And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and 
the basons: so Hiram made an end of all the work that he 
made king Solomon for the house of the Lord.] These seem 
to have been the last things that he made: and so he finished 
all the work, whfch he recapitulates, with the addition of 
some other not mentioned before. Shovels, for instance, or 
besoms, wherewith* they cleansed the altar from the ashes, 
that they might not hinder the fire from burning: and ba- 
sons, wherein the, priests received the blood of the sacri- 
fices that were offered. H 

Ver. 41. The two pillars , and two bowls of the chapiters 
that were on the top of the two pillars ; and the two net* 
works, to cover the bowls qf the chapiters that were on the 
top of the pillars. ,. , ', « 

Ver. 42. And four Hundred pomegranat&s for the two net- 
works, even tivo rows of pomegranates for one net-work, to 
cover the two bowls of the chapiters that were upon the pil- 
lars.] Being to sum up all the works he had finished, he 
now adds the number of pomegranates that were upon the 
pillars : which had not been mentioned before. 

Ver. 43. And ten bases, and ten lavers upon th& bases. 

Ver. 44. And one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea. . " 

Ver. 45. And the pots.] Pots or caldrons were those ves- 
sels, wherein they boiled those sacrifices which were di- 
vided between the priest and the people that offered them : 
that is, peace-offerings, that they might eat them before the 
Lord, and feast with him upon his own meat. 

Shovels, and basons.] They are mentioned before, but 
here I suppose have a different signification (though in the 
Hebrew the words are the same) from what they had in 
ver. 40. And the first word signifies flesh-hooks, wherewith 
they took the meat out of the pots: and the second the 
platters, or dishes, into which it was put, to be set before 
them. 

And all these vessels, which Hiram made to king Solomon 
for the house of the Lord, were of bright brass.] Or polished 
brass: or, the purest and finest that could be got. The Sy- 
riac and Arabic translators render it, Corinthian brass. 
But it is not credible, that it was known in the days of 
Solomon. 

Ver. 4G. In the plain of Jordan did the king cast tltem, in 
tlie clay-ground between Succoth and Zarthan.] In the He- 
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brew the words for clay-ground arc, in the thickness of the 
ground. That is, the earth was stiff and glutinous, and 
upon that account more fit to make moulds of all kinds. 
And in a plain country, such moulds were more easily 
fixed than on the sides of hills, or steep plac.es. 

Ver. 47. And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, be- 
cause they were exceeding many: neither was the weight, of 
the brass found out.] In the Hebrew, it was not searched, or 
inquired into ; because it would have been very trouble- 
some to take an exact account of it. 

Ver. 43. And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained 
unto the house of the Lord.] He made them all new, except 
the ark, the mercy-seat, and the cherubims annexed to it. 

The altar of gold.] That is, the altar' of incense, which 
stood in the holy place before the oracle. 

And the table of gold, whereon the shew-bread was.] That 
is, all the table-work: there beingnoless than ten, (2 Chron. 
iv.'7, 8.) Upon one of which, in all probability, which was 
more noble than the Test, the shew-bread was placed. Un- 
less we suppose the table which Moses made was pre- 
served for that use; and Solomon added the rest for the 
greater ornament of the place. And (as Josephus writes) 
the gold and silver basons were set upon them; together 
with a vast number of phials. 

Ver. 49. And the catidlesticks of pure gold, five on the 
right side, and five on the left, before the oracle.] He made 
ten candlesticks instead of one which was in the tabernacle 
of Moses : because the place was more capacious ; and the 
.vessels were not to be removed from place to place as 
they were before : and therefore there might well be more- 
of them. ' • 

Tlie flowers.] Which were wrought upon the candlesticks. 

The lamps, and the tongs, of gold.] Wherewith to take 
coals from the altar of burnt-offering. * c ." 

Ver. 50. Avid. the bowls, and the snuffers, and. (he basons, 
and the spoons, and the censers, of pure gold.] The use of 
these is visible. The first being to keep oil for the lamps ; 
the next to trim them: the basons (which were a hundred, 
as we learn from the book of Chronicles) were to receive 
the water of sprinkling, and the blood of the sacrifices 
which was sometimes brought into- the most holy place: 
the spoons served to take up the oil : the. censers were for 
offering incense ; though some translate this word dish-pans, 
wherein the incense was kept. There Were other censers of 
silver, which received the coals from the altar upon all 
days but the tenth of Tisri (which was the great day of ex- 
piation), when the golden censer received them, and by it 
the most holy place was incensed. On other days it was 
not employed, but at the altar of incense; where the coals 
were poured'out of the silver censer (which received them 
from the altar of burnt-offering) into the golden, to burn 
the incense: as the Talmudists say, both in Codex Joma 
and Tamid. Where they also say, that the foregoing word 
capoth, which we translate spoons, signifies a vessel which 
contained the incense that was to be offered upon the coals 
in the golden censer. Sec Braunius, in his Sclecta 1 Sacra, 
lib. ii. cap. 5. where he hath learnedly explained both these 
words, caph and machtah, which we translate spoons and 
censers, where he hath demonstrated the latter signifies the 
instrument that received the coals from the altar of burnt- 
offering, and the former that which had; the incense in it 
to be poured upon them. 
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And the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, 
the most holy place, and for the house, to wit, of the temple.'] 
•This shews the vast riches of Solomon, and his great piety: 
which made him spare no cost to beautify the house of 
God, and the meanest thing belonging to it. Whereby the 
people, who were much taken with outward splendour, 
wore preserved from idolatry: for they could go no where 
and see a place comparable to this of Solomon; there being 
then nothing in the whole world like to it for riches and 
glory. 

Vcr. 51, So was ended all the work that king Solomon 
made for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the 
things which David his father had dedicated ; even the silver, 
and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures 
of the house of the Lord.] I observed upon vi. 1. that Abar- 
binel thinks he would use none of the things that were dedi- 
cated by his father ; but do all at his own cost and chargesl 
Yet others think these words mean no more, but that all the 
remaining silver and gold, which David left, and was not 
spent in this work, Solomon would not employ to his own 
uses ; but religiously preserved in the treasury of the tem- 
ple. Where the altar of burnt-offering, which Moses made, 
and some other things, which were now of no use (far better 
and larger being made), were also laid up, as the tabernacle 
itself was. For the temple being built, there was no further 
occasion for the tabernacle ; and yet it was fit to preserve 
it, as a place that had been holy to the Lord. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Vcr. 1. JilND Solomon assembled the elders of Israel ] That 
is, the judges in their several cities. 

And all the heads of the tribes.] Every tribe had one or 
more principal ruler in it. 

And the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel] The 
principal persons of every family in those tribes.' 

Unto* king Solomon in Jerusalem.] Where the house of 
the Lord was now fixed. 

TJiat they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion.] For thither 
David had hrought it from the house of Obed-Edom, and 
made a tabernacle for it, (2 Sam. vi. 12. 17.)until a fixed 
house should be prepared for it, which was now built upon 
a neighbouring mountain. 

Ver. 2. And all the men of Israel] All the forcnamed 
persons, with their attendants, which, no doubt, were nu- 
merous.' , Ttf? ■ 

Assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in 
the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.] Here the 
Targum thus paraphrases, In the month ivhich anciently teas 
called tlie first month, but now is the seventh: and called 
Ethanim, because more sacred solemnities (which were the 
support and strength of their religion and government) were 
appointed in this month* than in any other. Arid among 
the rest the feast of tabernacles; which is here meant, as 
Kimchi, and Abarbincl, and others think. And upon the 
occasion of this assembly the Jews observe, in Seder. Olam 
Rabba, cap. 15. that "the Schcchinahdoth not dwell but 
in the congregation/' 

Ver. 3. And all the elders of Israel came.] All the fdre- 
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mentioned great persons were called elders, and are here 
comprehended under that name. 

And the priests took tip the ark.] The ark had been car- 
ried by the priests three times before this : when they went 
over Jordan; when they encompassed the walls of Jeri- 
cho ; and when David sent it back, when he fled from Ab- 
salom, (2 Sam. xv. 29, 30.) It was the office of the Lc- 
vites to carry the ark upon their shoulders, except upon 
special occasions : and now they could not, because it was 
not lawful fdt them to enter into the holy place, into which 
it was to be carried, and then into the most holy. It is 
said, indeed, 2 Chron. v. 4. that the Levites took it tip: 
but the meaning is, that they took it up and carried it to 
the temple, and then the priests took it up, (vcr. G.) and 
carried it into the holy place. 

Ver. 4. And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and 
the tabernacle of the congregation.] Together with the ark, 
they brought up the tabernacle. But the question is, what 
tabernacle, whether that made by Moses, which was in 
Gibeon, (2 Chron. i. 3.) or that made by David, which was 
at Jerusalem, (2 Sam. vi. 17.) I think the latter is, never 
called the tabernacle of the congregation, as the former fre- 
quently is. But it may be probably thought that both of 
them' were now carried into the temple, and laid up there.; 
to avoid all danger of superstition and idolatry: and that 
no worship might be performed anywhere, but only at this 
house of God, which he now dedicated to him. • , 

And all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle.] viz. 
The altar of incense, and the table, and the candlestick, and 
every thing belonging to them : which remained in the ta- 
bernacle, when the ark was removed from it. 

These did the priests and the Levites bring up.] The 
priests brought up the ark; and the Levites carried the ta- 
bernacle, and the vessels of the sanctuary. 
* Ver. 5. And king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before 
the ark.] When it was brought into the house of God, and 
settled there; for it is hot likely such a multitude of sacri-, 
fices as follow, could be offered in the way from Mount 
Sion to the temple, as some were when David brought it 
from the house of Obed-Edom to Jerusalem, (2 Sam. 
vi. 13.) 

And sacrificed sheep and oxen, that could not be num- 
bered for multitude.] That is, a vast number ; which might 
have' been told, but not easily; as was said. before of the 
weigbtof the brass employed about the vessels of the house 
of God, vii. 47. (See there.) . Here is no mention of Solo-, 
mo'n's dancing before the ark as David did; for all holy 
men were not alike moved by God ; their, tempers and con- 
ditions being very different. Solomon .was now in a state 
of great tranquillity, and constant pleasure : but David had 
been disturbed by the stroke upon Uzzah, a little before 
his great transport of joy, at the safe conduct of the ark to 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 6. And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house,' to, 
the most holy place.] Before the glory of the Lord filled the 
house, the priests were permitted to enter into the oracle : 
but afterward none but the high-priest might approach so 
near unto the Divine presence, which dwelt there: and he 
but once a year. 

Even under the wings of the cherubims.'] Which Solomon 
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had made. For the cherubims made/by Moses were fixed 
to the mercy-seat, and inseparable from it: and stood to- 
gether with the ark under these cherubims. 

Ver. 7. For the cherubims spread forth their two wings 
over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark, 
andthestaves thereof] Forthey were very large, stretching 
forth their wings from one side of the house unto the other, 
(vi. 22. 24, &c.) 

Ver. 8. And they drew out the staves, that the end of the 
staves were seen out in the holy place before the oracle.'] By 
the holy place is here meant the most holy, where the ark 
was under the cherubims: which covered both the ark and 
the staves. But the staves were so drawn out that the 
ends of them might be seen: whereby the high-priest was 
directed in the way he should go just before the mercy-seat 
on the day of expiation ; when he went between these two 
staves to sprinkle the blood before God. See 2 Chron. 
v. 9. and Buxtorf. in his Area Foederis, where he explains 
both this and the next verse, and gives a large account of 
drawing out the staves, (p. 96, 97.) 

And they were not seen without.'] In the sanctuary. * • 

And there they are unto this day.] And in this posture. 

Ver. 9. There teas nothing in the ark save the two tables 
of stone, wldch Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord 
made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt.] The very same words, in a man- 
ner, are repeated, 2 Chron. v. 10. But it is commonly ob- 
served that both these. places seem to contradict the apos- 
tle's words, Heb. ix. 4. For it is said here in these books, 
that nothing was in the ark save only the two tables of 
stone : but that there, the pot of manna and Aaron's rod 
were also in the ark. For so they generally interpret those 
words iv y, in which, i. e. in the ark, <na/jLvog X9 v<y v> ^ ie 9^lden 
pot containing Uie manna, &c. Many learned men have 
endeavoured to reconcile these places several ways, which 
Andreas Sennertus hath collected in a treatise on purpose 
about it. Which might have been spared by this easy ob- 
servation, that the preposition iv doth not always signify in, 
but by: and so the place in the Hebrews is to be rendered, 
not in which, but by which. Bochartushath given a great 
many instances of such use of the particle beth in the Old 
Testament, (Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 50.) And in- 
deed it is never said there that the pot of manna was laid 
up in the ark, but " before the Lord and before the testi- 
mony;" (Exod. xvi. 33, 34.) and the same is said of Aaron's 
rod, (Numb, xvii.4.) Which signifies no more than putting 
them by the ark. (See Huetius, Demonst. Evang. p. 322.) 

• Ver. 10. And it came to pass, when the priests were come 
out of the holy place.] That is, the oracle, where they had 
set down the ark. 

« That the cloud filled the house of the Lord.] In this cloud 
was the glory of the Lord (ver. 11.) which now filled the tem- 
ple, as it had anciently done the tabernacle, when it was first 
erected, (Exod. xl. 34.) Only there the cloud covered the 
tabernacle without, and the glory of the Lord shined within: 
but here the house itself was filled with the cloud, out of 
which the glory of the Lord broke; and after it had filled 
the wholeliouse, settled in the most holy place. 

Ver. 11. So tliat tlie priests could not stand to minister be- 
cause of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord liad filled the 
house of the Lord.] By this it appears that the cloud filled the 
sanctuary, as well as the most holy place: for in the sanc- 



tuary the priests ministered at the altar of incense. And it 
appears also by the next verse, that, at the first, nothing 
but a dark cloud filled the house, which was very astonish- 
ing: but afterward the glory of the Lord (as I said) broke 
out, which was more amazing. Insomuch, that Moses him- 
self was not able to enter into the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, when this cloud and glory first appeared, (Exod. 
xl. 35.) 

Ver. 12. Tlien spake Solomon.] When he saw the priests 
come out of the house of God in great consternation, he 
uttered these words which follow, with his face turnedto- 
w^rds the altar, toxompose and comfort them. This shews 
thktthe cloud filled the house before Solomon prayed: 
whereas in 2 Chron. vii. 1 — 3. it appears the Divine glory 
did not fill it till after he. had prayed. Which Abarbinel 
reconciles with very good reason: — The cloud, in which 
was the glory of the Lord, or the fire, came into the temple 
before Solomon prayed: which made him say here, the 
Lord dwelleth in thick darkness. Which he beholding, 
prayed to God, who gave such a sensible token of his pre- 
sence there. Now when he had made an end of his prayer, 
then the fire that was in the cloud broke forth, and con- 
sumed the sacrifices on the altar: and the glory of the 
Lord filled the house, as it is recorded in the book of 
Chronicles. 

Tlie Lord said that he would dwell in thick darkness.] As 
much as to say, Be not afraid; but look upon this cloud 
as a token of God's presence and protection: and that he 
owns this for his house where he intends to dwell, according 
to what he said, Lev. xvi. 2. This cloud is called thick 
darkness, because it hindered the sight of any other thing 
that was in the holy place; either the altar, candlestick, or 
table. Nothing was seen but the glory of the Lord when it 
broke out, which dazzled their eyes rather than enlightened 
them. And it is observable, that the better to represent 
this, the high-priest when he went into the most holy place 
was to fill it with a cloud of smoke by the incense he of- 
fered, which made the place dark, (Lev. xvi. 12, 13.) that 
he might not lose his life by the splendour of the Divine 
Glory. 

Ver. 13. I Iiave surely built thee a house to dwell in.] 
He. turns his speech from them to God ; and expresses his 
hope that he would be pleased to continue in this house : 
which he perceived by this glorious cloud he intended to 
make his habitation. t 

A settled place for thee to abide in for ever.] Not like the 
tabernacle, which was a moveable habitation ; but a place 
wherein he hoped he would settle, and never remove from 
it. From hence the Jews call this Beth-haolam, the eternal 
house, or the house of ages. Which was not like Gilgal, 
Shiloh, Nob, and Gibeon (as Abarbinel explains it), which 
did not last long, though God for some time dwelt there : 
they not being in the place which the Lord had chosen t0 
place his name there: which was in Mount Moriah. 

Ver. 14. And the king turned his face about] From the 
court of the priests to the court of the congregation, hav- 
ing the altar on his back. ■ . 

And blessed all the congregation of Israel.] In that form, 
perhaps, which God himself prescribed, (Numb. vi. 23, 
24, &c.) 

(And all the congregation of Israel stood).] Both out of 
reverence to God, and respect unto the king. ■ > 
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Vcr. 15. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
which spake with his mouth unto David my father, and hath 
with his hand fulfilled it, saying.] He acknowledges the 
goodness of God in his gracious promise ; and his faithful- 
ness in fulfilling it. Which promise was made by Nathan, 
unto whom the word of the Lord came about this matter, 
(2 Sam. vii. 4.) 

Vcr. 16. Since the day that I brought forth my people 
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of 
Israel to build a house; that my name might be therein.] He 
had often told them that they should worship him in the 
place which he would choose; but he never declared his 
choice of a place till David's time, (2 Sam. vii. 6.) 

But I chose David to be dver my people Israel] See 
2 Sam. vii. 8. to whom he shewed the place which he would 
make his dwelling, and where he would be worshipped. 

Ver. 17. And it was in the heart qf David my father to 
build a house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.] This 
is, as I said before, where God w r ould dwell among them, 
and be graciously present with them. (See 2 Sam. vii. 2.) 

Ver. 18. And the Lord said unto David my father, 
Wliereas it tvas in thine heart to build a house unto my 
name, thou didst well tliat it was in thine heart.] He ac- 
cepted and commended his good intentions, but would not 
let him put them in execution. This honour he reserved for 
his son, as it follows in the next words. 

Ver. 19. Nevertheless thou shalt riot build the house ; but 
thy son, that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build 
the house unto my name^] See 2 Sam. vii. 12, 13. 
..^Ver. 20. And the Lord hath performed the word that he 
spake; and I am risen up hi the room of David my father, 
and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and 
have built a house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.] 
He concludes as he began, with a thankful acknowledg- 
ment of the faithfulness of God in performing his promise. 

Ver. 21. And have set there a place for the ark.] The 
loken of God's presence among them. • • 

Wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which he made tvith 
our fathers.] That is, the tables of the covenant: which 
Jby a figure are called the covenant, because they con- 
tained it. i z ■ -. i\i * ' V 

When he brought them out of the land of Egypt.] And 
.told them, that by the tenure of this covenant they were to 
hold the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 22. And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord.] 
Having spoken the foregoing words with his face towards 
the people, and blessed them; nowio turned about again 
with his face, towards the altar, to make a solemn prayer 
to God. .../.:. 

. , In the presence, of all the congregation of Israel.] Being 
advanced upon a scaffold which he had made, of three 
.cubits high, (as w ; e read in 2 Chron. vi. 13.) so that all 
might see and hear him. ? .' ... 

And spread forth his. hands towards heaven.] .Which was 
a solemn posture of prayer among other nations. And it is 
Svid<?nt both .from that, place in the Chronicles, and from 
ver. 54. of this chapter, that when he had stood 'awhile 
with his face towards the altar, he fell down upon his knees, 
and spread forth his hands towards heaven. 
. Ver. 23. And he said, O Lord God of Israel, there is no 
God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who 
keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk be- 



fore thee with all their hearts.] He acknowledges the trans- 
cendent excellences of the Divine Majesty; and particu- 
larly again commemorates his faithfulness to those who 
servo him sincerely. . 

Ver. 24. Who hast kept with thy servant David my father 
that thou promisedst him: thou spakest also with thy mouth, 
and hast fulfilled it with thy hand, as it is this day.] This 
relates to that part of God's promise to David, that his sop 
should build him ahouse. (See ver. 15, 16, &c.) 
. Ver. 25. Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep with 
thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him, say* 
ing, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on 
the throne of Israel] He looked upon that as an earnest he 
would fulfil the other part of his promise to David, which 
he made at thojsame time, concerning his kindness to his 
posterity, (2 Sam. vii. 12, 13.) 

So that thy children take heed to their way, that they walk 
before me as thou hast walked before me.] He speaks like a 
wiso"man, who was fully acquainted with the mind of God: 
whose promise concerning the inheritance of the kingdom 
he acknowledges depended upon this condition, if they 
took heed to their way, &c; that is, ^continued in the faith 
and worship of God, as David did. But if they proved 
idolaters, then' they made themselves unworthy of this pri- 
vilege to the seed of David (as Abarbinel speaks), and lost 
the inheritance of the kingdom, because they were none of 
his children. And therefore, after Solomon and Jeroboam 
also turned away from God and followed idols (as he goes 
on), God might justly have taken the divided kingdom 
away from their children. And 'when- all Israel forsook 
the Lord, and worshipped the gods of the nations round 
about them, he did forsake their land, and w T ould no 
longer dwell among them, nor continue the kingdom to 
them. - - L ; >- 

Ver. 26. And now, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word, 
I pray thee, be v&rifi&d, which thou spakest unto thy servant 
David my father.] This is not an unnecessary repetition; 
but (as Abarbinel notes) God, when he spake to David of 
building the temple by his son, promised two things : first, 
the stability of his kingdom in his family; (2 Sam. vii. 16.) 
and secondly, that he would shew the greatest kindness 
and friendship to them; such as a father doth to his son, 
(ver. 13.) Solomon heie begs of God in this prayer botli 
these benefits: the first in the foregoing verse, and the 
other in this. 

Ver, 27. But will God indeed dwell on the earth ? Be- 
hold, the heaven, and heaven oflteavens, cannot contain thee; 
how much less this house that I have bnilded?] -Ho- would 
not have the people possessed with such gross imagina* 
tions as were among the heathens; who fancied their gods 
were confined to their temples. No, saith Solomon, the 
heaven itself, no, not the highest heaven, can comprehend 
his infinite majesty. 

Ver. 28. Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy 
servant, and to his supplication, OLord my God, to hearken 
unto Hie cry and unto the prayer which thy servant prayeth 
before thee to-day.] But he would have ihem know that 
God, who. could be confined no where, was in a special 
manner present here, to grant the requests of those who 
piously made their supplications to him, as he now did, in 
this place. 

.Abarbinel observes upon ver. 39. that Solomon uses 
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three words in this verse, which in some places signify the 
very same thing: but being all used here together, he 
thinks have distinct meanings. For the word rinnah 
(which we translate cry), he thinks, signifies 'setting forth 
with a loud voice the praises of God: concerning which 
their wise men in Beracoth say, V Let a man first comme- 
morate the praises of God, and then let him pray." Then 
the word tepillah (which, we translate prayer), he thinks, 
signifies men's judging and. condemning themselves before 
God for their offences: confessing they are unworthy to 
have their petitions granted. And the. other word techinah 
(supplication we translate it) imports men's petitions to 
God for wlaat they want, and deprecating his displea- 
sure, &c. 

Ver. 29. Tliat thine eyes may be open towards this house 
night and day, even towards the place of which thou hast said, 
My name shall be there.] He prays that God would have a 
gracious respect unto all that came to make their petitions 
there. For as, in the former verse (asAbarbinel observes), 
he prays'God would hear his own petitions: so in this, that 
he would hear all other pious worshippers. 

That thoumayest hearken to the prayer which thy servant 
shall make towards this place.'] He beseeches God to hear 
him, if he looked towards this place in his prayer ; though 
he was not present at the temple to prefer his petition. For 
thus pious men were wont to direct their prayer, when they 
were far distant from it ; nay, when the temple was demo- 
lished, (Dan. vi. 10.) And when they were at the temple, 
they could only look towards the most holy place : for the 
people came no nearer than into the outward court of the 
temple, and the priests no further than to the next court to 
it. Save only when they went to order the lamps, and burn 
incense morning and evening, and renew the shew-bread : 
otherwise they also stood and officiated at a distance in the 
court appointed for them, called the court of the priests. 
So both people and priests stood in their several courts, 
and worshipped with their faces towards the temple, where 
the ark and mercy-seat were. From whence came the ex- 
pression of worshipping the Lord towards his holy temple : 
that is, towards the place where the mercy-scat was. And 
also the expression of worshipping towards his footstool: 
for if the glory of the Lord sat upon the cherubims, under 
which the ark stood, then it was his footstool. (See Psal. 
xcix. 5. exxxviii. 2.)' 

Ver. 30. And hearken thou to the supplication of thy ser- 
vant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray towards 
this placed] Here, as the same Abarbinel observes, he de- 
sires, whether there was one or many that prayed, ho would 
hear them. 

And hear thou in lieaven thy dwelling-place.] He directs 
the people's mind up to heaven, the place where he dwells 
in the highest majesty and glory: of which the bright cloud 
in the temple was a token and resemblance; 

And when thou hearest, forgive.] For sins unpardoned 
would hinder his blessing from descending on them ; and 
therefore, in the first place, he implores forgiveness of them. 

Ver. 31. If any man trespass against his neighbour, and 
an oath be laid upon him to cause him to sivear.] This seems 
to relate to such as were accused of denying that which 
was said to be deposited with them by their neighbour. 
Who were to purge themselves by an oath, there being no 
witness to convince them. 
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And the oath come before thine altar in this house.] It was 
the custom of all nations to touch the altar when they made 
a solemn oath : calling God, that is, to witness the truth of 
what they said, and to punish them if they did not speak 
the truth. .>(\ m„ n, • 

Ver/32. Tlien hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy 
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his 
head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to 
his righteousness.] He desires God to hear the complaint of 
him who was defrauded, or unjustly accused: and shew 
who had right on his side ; by punishing the offender, and 
acquitting the injured person. 

. Ver. 33. When thy people Israel be smitten down before 
the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and' shall 
turn again to thee, and confess thy name.] Acknowledge 
him to be God alone, and renounce all false gods. 

And pray, and make supplication to thee in this house*] 
Or, towards this house; expecting help from God alone. , 

Ver. 34. Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of 
thy people Israel, and bring them back into the land which 
thou gavest unto their fathers.] Deliver them out of ,ine 
captivity into which their enemies had carried them, and 
restore them to their own country. The Jews think the 
Schechinah was always in captivity with them, and brought 
them forth from thence. 

Ver. 35. When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, 
because they have sinned against thee.] As God is said to 
bring the wind, (Psal. exxxv. 7.) so he doth the. rain out 
of his treasures. >Yhich when he shuts up, no showers 
can fall, till he open them again. 

If they pray towards this place, and confess thy name, and 
turn from their sin, whin thou ajjlictest them.] That, had 
been the frequent fruit of their affliction in former ages; 
though as soon as God had delivered them, they; revolted 
from him; as we read in the whole book of Judges. 

Ver. 36. Tlien hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of 
thy servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them 
the good way wherein they should walk.] These words are 
better translated in 2 Chron. vi. 27. (where the Hebrew 
words are the very same with these here) When thou hast 
taught them the good way wherein they should walk. He 
doth not desire their pardon, till their affliction had taught 
them better obedience. 

And give rain upon thy land which thou hast given to thy 
peopleforan inheritance.'] He first desires their amendment, 
and then that the t times and seasons might beamended. 

Ver. 37. If there be in the land famine.] Which arose 
Sometimes from other causes, besides want of rain. 

If there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if there 
be caterpillar.] These two. creatures, locusts and caterpil- 
lars, made great desolations where they swarmed, (Exod. 
x. 4, 5. Psal, cv. 34, 35.) Mildew, also, the heathens them- 
selves were sensible was a punishment sent from heaven. 
And therefore Numa Pompilius (as Strigelius observes) or- 
dained a solemn festival called rubigalia, in the beginning 
of May, to pray fortheir preservation from this rubigo, as 
they called it, which corrupted their corn. (See Pliny's 
Nat. Hist. lib. xviii. cap. 29.) 
< If their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities.'] 
In thiir gates; whereby they were so straitened, that none 
could go in, or out. 

Whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness, there be.] The 
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word plague signifies some extraordinary stroko by the 
hand of God. 

Ver. 38. What prayer and supplication shall be made by 
any man, or by all thy people Israel.] Who in national ca- 
lamities were wont to beseech God's mercies with public 
fasting and prayer; which, if they neglected, he entreats 
him not to reject the supplications of any particular per- 
son who besought his favour for himself and family. 

Which shall know every man the plague of his own 
heart.] We are taught by Ezra, in 2 Chron. vi. 29. to 
understand these words of any private trouble or grief 
which any man laboured under; for so the words are 
there, when every one shall know his own sore, and Ids own 
grief. ■ That is, shall make his secret moan for any afflic- 
tion which lies heavy upon his spirit. 

And spread forth his hands towards this house.'] That is, 
pray as Solomon now did to God. (See ver. 22.) 

Ver. 39. Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling-place, 
and forgive, and do, and give to every man according to 
his ways, whose heart thou knowest.] He would have the 
people know that God could not be deceived with words; 
but have them expect an answer from him, according to 
the sincerity of their hearts, in their professions of re- 
pentance. 

(For thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the 
children of men).] This sense begets in men the greatest 
awe of the Divine Majesty. * 

Ver. 40. That they may fear thee all the days that they 
live in the land tlutt thou gavest unto our fathers.] That 
they might learn by his great goodness, to worship him 
alone religiously all their days: and by that means pos- 
sess in peace and plenty the good land he had bestowed 
upon them. • 

Ver. 41. Moreover, concerning a stranger that is not of 
thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy 
name's sake.] To become a proselyte to the true religion, 
and worship God alone, though he was not circumcised, 
and thereby bound to keep the whole law. Such strangers 
came to pray at the temple, though they might not offer 
any sacrifices, except only a burnt-offering. And there- 
fore we may observe, that in the New* Testament the 
Greeks are said to come to a feast, Iva TrQoaKvvnauyaiv, that 
they might worship, not that they might keep the Passover, 
(John xii. 20.) And the like is SUid of the eunuch, Acts 
viii. 22. ■ (See Selden, lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 4, 5.) 

Ver. 42. (For they shall hear of thy great name, and of 
thy strong hand, and thy stretched-out arm).] All the stu- 
pendous wonders he had done : which declared him to be 
above all gods ; the most High, and Holy One. 

When they shall come, and pray towards this place.] In 
the court behind that of the Israelites: which was made 
on purpose for the religious uncireumcised gentiles. Such, 
saith Victorinus Strigelius (whose words I thiuk fit here to 
transcribe), were Naaman the Syrian; Nebuchadnezzar, 
and his son Evilmerodaeh ; Darius the Mede; Cyrus the 
Persian ; Cornelius, and the Ethiopian eunuch, men- 
tioned in the Acts of the Apostles; and many such-like 
heathens; who were members of the true church.. By 
which means, and by the dispersion of the Jews. among 
other nations, many heathens were called to the acknow- 
ledgment of the only true God. (See Joscphus's last book 
of Antiquities, chap. 2.) * J •'-... 



Ver. 43. Hear thou in heaven tfo* dwelling-place, and do 
according to all that the stranger catleth to thee for.] He had 
the same sense with St. Peter, that " God is no respecter of 
persons, but in every nation he that feareth God, and work- 
eth righteousness, is accepted with him," (Acts x. 35.) 

That all the people of the earth may know thy name, to 
fear thee, as do thy people Israel.] By this it is evident, 
that truly good men in ancient time desired all the gentilo 
world might be incorporated with them : /unto which, in 
our Saviour's time, the Jews were unaccountably averse. 

And that they may know that this house, which I have 
builded, is called by thy name.] Hath thy glorious pre- 
sence in it. 

Ver. 44. If thy people go out to battle against their ene~ 
my, whithersoever thou shall send them, and pray unto the 
Lord towards this city which thou hast'ehosen, and towards 
the house that I have built for thy name.] Some of the Jews 
wonder that Solomon should mix his prayer for strangers 
with those for the people of Israel, and not rather finish 
first what he had to desire for the Israelites, and then pray 
for the gentiles. If there be any thing in this, it was to 
shew that God made no difference between them and pious 
people of other nations. It is here remarkable, that they 
were not to make war, without a warrant and commission 
from God, upon the neighbouring nations. Not to satisfy 
their ambition and vain-glory, but by his command, or 
upon just and necessary reasons; which would warrant 
them to implore and expect God's blessing upon their 
arms. 

Ver. 45. Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and sup- 
plications, and maintain their cause.] Shew the justice of 
it, by making them victorious. 

Ver. 46. If they sin against thee (for there is no man that 
sinneth not), and thou be angry with them, and deliver them 
to the enemy.] The weakness of human nature, and its 
proneness to sin, doth not excuse wilful offences against 
God; especially apostacy from him, which was the cause 
of all their calamities. - > * 

So that they carry them away captives into the land of 
the enemy, far or near.] A good cause sometimes miscar- 
ries for the iniquity of those that are engaged in it. 

Ver. 47. Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land 
whither they were carried captives, and repent, and make 
supplication to thee in the land of them that carried them 
captives, saying, We have sinned,.ive have done perversely, 
we have committed wickedness ; 

Ver. 48. And so return to thee with all their heart, and 
all their soul, in the land of their enemies which have led 
them away captive*] In these, and in the foregoing words, 
(ver, 47.) he gives a full description of true repentance. 
Which begins in the serious reflection which men mako 
upon their past lives, and their present miseries into which 
their sins have brought them. Which begets an unfeigned 
sorrow and resolution of amendment, with earnest suppli- 
cation for mercy and grace; confessing themselves un- 
worthy of it, and condemning themselves for their sins, 
and the high aggravations of them (expressed hero by do* 
ing perversely, and committing wickedness), which at last 
concludes in their quitting that wicked course of life, and 
their sincere conversion to the service of God. : . . 

And pray unto thee towards the land which thou gavest 
unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the 
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house ivhich I have built for thy name.] The very looking 
towards this place, with earnest imploring the mercy of 
God, and desire of his helps, was to own him that dwelt 
here, and acknowledge him alone for their God. Which was 
a means (as that excellent person Dr. Alix admonishes me) 
to keep them from idolatry; all the nations of the world 
turning their faces towards the east^ when they worship- 
ped; hut the Jews to the west, where the holy place was. 
And for this cause, when the temple and the holy city were 
destroyed, and the ark of the testimony was gone; yet 
good men looked and prayed towards the place where it 
was wont to be, as appears by the prophet Daniel. And 
therefore Solomon much more supposes they would do so, 
when they were all standing. Which may seem, as Mr. 
Mede observes, to have been done out of the use of all 
mankind, without any special precept to that purpose; 
which is no where to be found. Nature having taught 
mankind, as in their addresses to great persons, to look 
unto their face; so in their addresses to the Divine Ma- 
jesty, to look that way, or towards that place, where his 
presence is more demonstrated than elsewhere. From 
whence he concludes, that to worship towards the place, 
where there is any sign or specification of his presence, is 
no idolatry. (See his Discourse upon Psal. exxxii. 7.) 

Ver. 49. Then hear thou their prayer and supplication 
in heaven thy dwelling-place, and maintain their cause.] 
In the Hebrew their right: which they had forfeited by 
their disobedience; but he prayed it might be restored 
unto them upon their repentance. 

< 'Vcr. 50. And forgive thy people that have sinned against 
thee, and all their transgressions v)herein they have trans- 
gressed against thee, and give them compassion before them 
that have carried them captive, that they may have com- 
passion on them.] Treat them mercifully while they conti- 
nued their slaves; and give them their liberty to return to 
their own land. Solomon enlarges much upon this in the 
following verses, as a thing of the greatest importance. 
Because he knew that they, as well as all men else, were 
prone to offend God, (vcr. 46.) and might provoke him to 
expel them from this land. Towards which the Jews now 
at this clay turn their faces, when they pray to God; but to 
no purpose: for it only demonstrates they have so pro-, 
voked God by a crime more heinous than ever was com- 
mittcd, that he will have no regard to their petition. 

Ver. 51. For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, 
which thou broughtest out of Egypt, from the midst of the 
furnace of iron.] Wherein they wrought with cruel labour. 
(Sec Deut. iv. 20.) 

Vcr. 52. That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication 
of thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Is- 
rael, to hearken unto them in all that they call for unto thee.] 
He brings two' arguments for the Divine compassion to- 
wards them. First, that it might not lose the glory of what 
he had formerly done for them ; and then, that it might ap- 
pear he dwelt in this house, and had respect unto the pe- 
nitent prayers that were here made to him. 

Ver. 53. For thou didst separate them from all the people 
of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the 
hand of Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers 
out of Egypt, O Lord our God.] gee Exod. xix. 5. Here 
he adds a third argument; the peculiar laws that he had 
given them; whereby they were distinguished from all 
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people: in the observance of which he beseeches him to 
preserve them. It was not a mere angel that brought them 
out of Egypt, but the Divine Aoyoe conducted them; to whom 
therefore this prayer of Solomon's was directed. For the 
Schechinah or Divine Glory that settled in the temple, and 
there was worshipped, was this Divine Person, and not an 
angel personating God. 

Ver. 54. And it was so, that when Solomon had made an 
end qf praying this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, 
he rose up from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling 
on his knees, with his hands spread up to heaven.] See 
ver. 22. 

Ver. 55. And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of 
Israel with a loud voice, saying.] Now he turned about 
again, with his face the other way, from the altar to the 
people. 

Ver. 56. Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto 
his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there 
hath .not failed one word of all his good promise, which he 
promised by the hand of Moses his servant.] He celebrates 
again the faithfulness of God, which continued now, as 
it had done in the days of Joshua. (See Josh. xxi. 45/ 
xxiii. 14.) 

Ver. 37. And the Lord God be with us, as he was with 
our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us.] Of which 
there was no doubt, if they cleaved steadfastly unto him, as 
it follows in the next words. 

Ver. 58. Tliat he may incline our hearts unto him,- to 
walk in his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his 
statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded our fa- 
thers.] This was the greatest blessing he could ask for' 
them ; as the means to preserve them in his favour. 

Ver. 59. And let these my words, wherewith I have made 
supplication before the Lord, be tiigh unto the Lord our God 
day and night]Be ever acceptable to him. 

Tliat he maintain the cause of his servant.] That is, of 
Solomon, and his successors. 

And the cause of his people Israel at all times, as the 
matter shall require.] That is, according to his and their 
necessities, 

Ver. 60. Tliat all the people of the earth may know that 
the Lord is God, and that there is none else.] That by his 
signal favours to the Israelites, all the world might be in- 
vited to acknowledge him to be God alone. 

Ver. 61. Let your hearts therefore be perfect with the 
Lord our God, to walk in his. statutes, and keep his com- 
mandments, as at this day.'] When they were perfectly free 
from all false worship, and served God alone; as he ex-* 
horted them to continue still to do, with sincerity of 
heart. . 

V6r, 62. And the king, and all Israel with him, offered 
sacrifices before the Lord.] Which 'was a solemn act of 
worship, whereby they acknowledged him to be their God. 
And these sacrifices seem to have been laid upon the altar 
before Solomon begun his prayer, ready to be offered : and 
when he had done, firo came from heaven (as wo read 
2 Chron. vii. 1.) and consumed the sacrifices. Which was 
another token of God's presence in this house; as the 
cloud had testified, and hereby was further confirmed : for 
the fire fromheaven declared how acceptable the sacrifices 
were that .were offered. in that place. 

Ver. 63. And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace-offerings, 
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which he offered unto the Lord.'] Besides the burnt-offerings 
beforementioned. 

Tivo-and-twenty thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty 
thousand sheep.] Which could not be all offered upon that 
day when he made his prayer, but while tho feast lasted, 
which was in the wholo, fourteen days, ver. 65. (See upon 
iii. 4.) The heathen imitated these sacrifices in their heca- 
tombs, which they offered of a hundred beasts of a kind; 
as, supposo, a hundred oxen, a hundred goats, and a hun- 
dred swine. They are described by Juljds Capitolinus, in 
the life of the emperors l'upienus Maximus audBalbinus; 
the last of which, he saith, was so transported with joy, 
being fuller of fear, that he offered a hecatomb; which was 
such a sacrifice as this. A hundred altars of turf were 
raised in one place, at them a hundred swino and a hun- 
dred birds were killed. But if it were the sacrifice of an 
emperor, a hundred lionsi a hundred eagles, and a hundred 
of other such kind of animals were offered: but no such 
ravenous creatures were eyer offered to the true God, 

And all the children of .Israel dedicated the house of the 
Lord.] By this prayer of Solomon, and by the sacrifices, 
whereby all the people supplicated and gave thanks to God, 
this house was set apart for God's worship and serviee. 
For then a "thing or place is said to be dedicated, when it 
is first employed to that use unto which it is hereafter de- 
signed. Concerning which see Selden,.lib, iii, de Syne- 
driis, p. 204, &c. ... . .•,:» . 

^Ver; 64. , The sqme t day did the king hallow the middle of 
the court that was before the house of the Lord*] That is, the 
court of the priests, which* he did not consecrate (for that 
was done before), but employed it to holy uses, and, as it 
were, honoured it? by religious acts, (as Mr. Mede speaks 
upon Lev. xix. 30.) And so the name of God is said to be 
hallowed, or sanctified by us, when we use, it holily arid 
reverently. Thus they explain it in the Gemara, hehal- 
lowedit; that is, he, set up another altar there, as I/Empe- 
reur observes upon Codex Middoth, cap; 3.' sect, 1. .-.-• 

'For there 'he offered butnt-offerings, and meat-offerings, 
and the fat of peace-offerings.] In the middle of the court 
he erected several altars, for the reason following: and, 
indeed, the whole court .was little enough upon this occa- 
sion, as Dr. Lightfoot acknowledges in his book of the 
Temple, p.* 192, 193. • o/*.i 

Because the brazen altar thatwas before the Lord.] Near 
the door of this court. ' - . 

Was too little to receive the burnt-offerings, and meat- 
offerings, and the fat of the peace-offerings.] Therefore, by 
a special licence from God, he set up other altars; which 
were to serve ..only during this present solemnity, when 
such a vast number of sacrifices were to be offered. But 
afterward no 'other altar was to be allowed, but that one 
brazen altar where God by Moses appointed all sacrifices 
should be offered ; that they might be preserved in the 
worship of one' only God. Therefore the Jews say these 
other altars which Solomon erected were of stone; which 
were soon pulled down again. But Fortunatus Seaechus 
hath said a great deal to make it probable that he did not 
erect any altars besides the brazen, but sacrificed upon 
the ground, (Myrothec. ii. cap; 56.) 

Ver. 65. And at that time Solomon made a feast, and all 
Israel with him.] Such solemnities were usual among the 
heathen, when they celebrated tho presence of any of their 



gods, as the illustrious Ezck. Spanhcmius hath observed 
upon Callimachus's Hymn to Apollo, (ver. 13.) where he 
justly makes account that they derived this, custom from 
this famous festival of king Solomon : which Josephus sets 
out admirably. (Sec lib. viii. Archoeolog. cap. 2.) 

A great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath 
nnto the river of Egypt.] Hamath was the utmost bounds 
of Judea to the north, called afterward Epiphania, and by 
the inhabitants at this day is called Hama. Sometimes 
the bounds of this kingdom this way are said to be the 
great river Euphrates ; as by the river of Egypt, which 
was the south bounds, is commonly understood Nilus. ' So 
Nahdl is translated by Jonathan, and the Jerusalem inter- 
preter upon Numb, xxxiv. 5. And, indeed, the word Nilus 
comes from thence, for the Hebrew word was anciently 
pronounced not Nahal, but Neel: from whence the Greek 
NtfXoc, and the Latin Nilus, as Bochartus observes in his 
Hierozbieon, par.ii. lib; v.' cap. 15. But hero the river of 
Egypt is that little stream which discharges itself into the 
sea, by the Laeus Sirbonides, between Mount Casius and 
Rhinoeolura, the last town of Palestine. It is called by 
Joshua, (xiii.l.) Siehor, the same with Nile, because it was 
but a branch from the alveus pelusiacus of that great river. 
(Sep Gen. xv. 18.) 

Before the Lord, seven days and seven days, even fourteen 
days:] It appears by 2 Chron. vii. 9.' that the. feast of the 
dedication of the altar lasted seven days ; and' then tho 
other seven days were the feast of tabernacles, which fol- 
lowed after the other, 

Ver. 66. On the eighth day he sent the people away.] So 
Ezra 5 likewise saith, 2 Chron. vii. 10. but adds, that it was 
the twenty-third day of the seventh month: whereas the 
last day of the feast of tabernacles (Which was the Eighth 
from the beginning) was the twenty-second. Therefore 
Solomon took his leave of them on the last day of the feast, 
which was the*two-and-twentieth day of the month; and 
they went home the next day. By this also it appears, 
these fourteen days of feasting were not kept all together, 
without intermission: for the great day of expiation was 
on the tenth of this month; seven days before which, I 
suppose, the feast of dedication was kept, and then they 
rested till the fifteenth, when the feast of tabernacles began. 

And they blessed the king.] Gave him thanks for his kind- 
ness, and prayed God to make his reign prosperous. 

And xvent to their tents joyful and glad of heart, for all 
the goodness that Godhad done for David his servant, and 
for his people Israel.] In the book of Chronicles it is added, 
and unto Solomon: but that is here included in the goodness 
of God to David, on whom God bestowed such a suc- 
cessor. With whose magnificent entertainment they were' 
abundantly satisfied; and rejoiced exceedingly, that- God 
had done such great things for David and his family ; and 
made all Israel happy in the great peace and plenty which 
they enjoyed, together with God's holy religion so glori- 
ously established among them. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. -A-ND it came to pass, when Solomon had finished 
the building of the house of the Lord, and the king's house, 
and all Solomon's desire tliathe was pleased to do.] We 
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are taught by Ezra (2 Chron. vii. 11.) to understand these 
words in this manner: Thus Solomon finished the house of 
the Lord, &c. ; and concluded all with the foregoing prayer, 
and the great festival which he kept. 

Ver. 2. Tliat the Lord appeared to Solomon the second 
time, as lie had appeared to him in Gibeon.] When he ap- 
peared to him in a dream: and so it is said, 2 Chron. vii. 
10. the Lord appeared to Solomon by night. "Which he 
had done once before, and no more: for that which he 
spake to him vi. 11, 12. was by a prophet.. (See there.) . *, 

Ver. 3. And the Lord sttid unto him, I have heard thy 
prayer and th$ supplication that thou hast made before me.] 
This shews that the first verse. is to be understood as I 
have there observed; for otherwise, we must suppose this 
appearance of God to Solomon was eleven years after he 
had finished the house of the Lord. Which is not likely; 
but it is more natural to think it was the very next night 
after he had dismissed the people. . 

I have hallowed this house which thou hast built.] By the 
glorious cloud which came into it and filled it; and by the 
fire which, descending from heaven tb consume the sacri- 
fices, testified his acceptance of them. * . .* , 

To put my name there for ever J] Besides those visible 
tokens of his presence there, he now declares by word of 
mouth, that he owned this for his house ; and would always 
dwell in it, if they kept his covenant, as* the Targum here 
interprets it '' x . • . \ .:•>,>■ 

And mine eyes and my heart shall be there perpetually.] 
By his eyes and his heart he means his gracious provi- 
dence, and his tender love and affection, should always 
have regard to what was done there; and it should be most 
acceptable to him. 5 .*■'/. .*- 

. Ver. 4. And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy 
father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to 
do according to all that T have commanded thee, to keep 
my statutes and my judgments.] In all things relating to 
religion . and civil government, which David commonly 
did: though some time, and in one thing, he foully mis- 
carried. 

Ver. 5. Then will I establish the throne of thy kingdom 
zipon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father, 
saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of 
Israel.] Sec 2 Sam. vii. 12, 13. 

Ver. 6. But if you shall at all turn from following me, 
you and your children.] In the Hebrew the words are, if 
in turning yon turn from me: which signifies more than 
their at all turning from him. Rather it should be trans- 
lated, if they altogether turned from following him; that is, 
fell to idolatry: for he did not intend to forsake them for 
every offence; but only when they forsook him, as the next 
words explain it. 

And wilt not keep my commandments, and my statutes, 
which I have set before you, but go anU serve other gods, 
and' worship them.'] There was a general corruption of 
their manners, when they fell to idolatry. 

Ver. 7. Tlien will I cut off Israel out of the land which I 
have given them.] This shews that he speaks in the fore- 
going words of a general apostacy from him. 

And this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will 
I cast out of my sight.] No longer continue Ids gracious 
presence there, which he had promised, ver. 3. 

And Israel shall be a proverb.] So that when men would 



express how unhappy any one was, they should say, u A$ 
miserable as the Jews". >\ t \.\, * v , .. . . # r 

And a by-ivord among thepeople.] Who mocked at their 
calamity. ' ,. i 

Ver. 8. And at this house, which is high.] Jtenowncd for 
its riches, and splendour, and great resort unto it. 

Every, one that passeth by it shall be astonished.] To .see 
such a marvellous change; for. Pliny testifies, that Jerur 
salem was the most famous city in the east, as Grotius 
observes. i < - 

And shall hiss; and shall say, Why hath the Lord done 
thus unto this land,- and to this house?}' Out of scorn and 
derision shall ask what is the matter, that this famous 
place, which boasted so much of the favour of God, is laid 
in ruin. • *,... . * *<; /s&rsjr . 

Ver. 9. And they shall answer, Because they forsook the 
Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the 
land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and 
worshipped tlieni, and served them; therefore hath the Lord 
brought upon them all this- evil.] The Jews were forced to 
give this account of their calamity. • ' 

Ver. 10. And it came to pass in the end of twenty years, 
when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the 
Lord, and the king's Iiouse.] The former . of which was 
seven years in building, the latter thirteen, (vi.' 38. vii. 1.) 

Ver. 11. (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished 
Solomon with cedar- trees', and fir-trees, and with gold, ac- 
cording to all his desire).] 'Sc^chap. v. 8. 10. where meh: 
tion is made. of these trees, but nothing said of gold: but 
in the fourteenth .verse of this chapter we find that Hiram 
sent him a hundred and twenty talents of gold. Which it is 
not likely he gave Soloinon ; who rather purchased so much 
of him for wheat and oil, and such-like things, which Hi- 
ram's country wanted ; though it abounded with gold. For 
the Tyrians were great merchants, fetching gold from Ophir, 
(ver. 27,28.) i 1c 

That then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the 
land of Galilee.] They were near, or adjoining to the coun- 
try of. Galilee (as the particle beth frequently signifies), but 
were no part of the land of Canaan, when it was divided 
among the Israelites t. for that couldnot be alienated, being 
God's heritage. They >vere therefore cities out of the 
territories of Israel, as appears from Josh.ix. 27. but had 
been conquered partly by Pharaoh, who gave them to So^ 
lomon, as part of his daughter's portion; and partly by 
Solomon himself, who had power to dispose of them ; espe- 
cially since at that time they were not inhabited by the Is- 
raelites. (See 2 Chron. viii. 2. and Grotius, de Jure Belli 
et Pacis, lib. i. cap. 3. sect. 12. n. 3.) Hotoman, indeed, a 
famous lawyer, thinks that Solomon did not give Hiram a 
propriety, and perpetual jight in these cities; but only the 
possession and enjoyment of them till the debt was satisfied, 
which Solomon had contracted, by the assistance which 
Hiram afforded him in building the temple. But his ground 
is not solid: for, as our Selden also hath shewn, (lib. vi. 
de Jure Nat. ct Gent. cap. 18;)* the kings of Israel might 
dispose of those lands which they had conquered in a vo- 
luntary war, without the consent of the senate. Bochartus 
also is of the same mind, that these cities were no part of 
the country of Judea: but Abarbinel confirms Hotoman's 
opinion, that the revenues of these cities were given to him 
till the debt was discharged. 
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Vcr. 12. And Iliram came out from Tyre to see the cities 
which Solomon had given him; and they pleased him not J] 
.Were not 'suitable. to his desire, and the genius of his 
people; for the soil being fat and very deep (as is gene- 
rally thought), it required' great labour to till it, and was 
not pleasant to dwell in. 

Ver. 13. And he said, Wliat cities are tliese that thou 
hast given me, my brother?] These are not words of con- 
tempt; for it is not likely that Solomon, who had been 
highly obliged to Hiram (and was in his own temper very 
generous), would give him that" winch was of little value. 
But his meaning is, tliese cities were not such as would 
serve his purpose; which made him return them to Solo- 
mon again, (2 Chron. viii. 2.) who, no doubt,' made him 
some other recompence, w r hich gave him better satisfaction. 
Abarbinel thinks, that Solomon having agreed to give 
Hiram so many measures of wheat and oil, as are men- 
tioned, v. 11. with which he had supplied him every year; 
now that this work was ended, gave him this country, out 
of which he might raise this provision for his .household 
himself. Which Hiram did not like, because his people 
were addicted to merchandise, not to agriculture: but did 
not upon this account break off friendship with Solomon, 
as appears by the following history. 

Arid he called them tlie land of. Cabul nnto this day.] It is 
commonly thought that Hiram called them, by way of con- 
tempt, Cabul; which signifies a dirty country : or, as Jose- 
phus will have it, displeasing (as we translate it in the mar- 
gin of our Bibles). For Chabulon, he saith, in the Phoeni- 
cian Janguage, signifies as much as ovk aplaKov, that which 
doth not please, (lib. viii; Archaeol. cap. '2.) But the LXX. 
seem to have understood the word better ; who translate it 
Sptov, the term, or bound: as if Cabul were the same with 
Gebul; caph and gimel being frequently changed, as Bo- 
chartus observes ; who approves of this signification of the 
word. For Chabulon was that tract of ground ,which 
bounded the lower Galilee : extending from Tiberias unto 
this place, as Josephus himself saith, lib. iii.de Bello Ju- 
daico, cap.' 2. (See Bochartus, in his Canaan, lib. ii; 
cap! 4.) 

Ver. 14. And Iliram sent to the king sixscore talents of 
gold.] It may be better translated, and Iliram had sent, &c. 
See ver.. 11. where the reason is given why Solomon offered 
him so rich a country: Which, though ho did not like, yet 
these words, Abarbinel thinks, signify, that notwithstand- 
ing Hiram continued his generous friendship with Solomon, 
and after that sent him all this gold ; or, it was sent him as 
his share in their traffic to.Ophir, mentioned in the conclu- 
sion of this chapter. 

- Vcr. 15. And this is the reason of the levy which king 
Solomon raised.] That the raising of a great tribute" upon 
the people, and employing so many men in his works, 
might not seem strange, he here shews the cause of it; which 
was his great and numerous buildings; suitable to the high 
dignity to which God had advanced him; But:Mr. Selden 
hath shewn, by many instances, that the word mas is used, 
not only for pecuniary tribute, but for corporeal labour*. 
Andthus he interprets these words, this is the cause of re- 
quiring the labour and ivork of so many men. Which when 
he had declared, iz. his great buildings, then he proceeds 
(vcr. 50.) to relate who they, were that he employed in this 
service, (lib. vi. de Jure Nat. ct Gent; cap. 14.) 



For to build the house of the Lord, and his own house.] 
Of which an account hath been already given. 

And Millo.] Which was a large and very beautiful place 
(as Abarbinel takes it), near to Zion; where the Israelites 
were wont to meet, and take their pleasure: and because 
it was/w/Z of people, was therefore called Millo; which sig- 
m&esfulness, or repletion. Now David had built round about 
Zion, from Millo inward, (as we read 2 Sam. v. 9.) but had 
left the structure of Millo itself imperfect; which Solomon 
now completed, with a particular respect to Pharaoh's 
daughter, whose house was near to it, (ver. 24. of this chap- 
ter.) In this place some think there w r as a strong fortress 
built, which they gather from xi. 27. and 2 Chron. xxxii. 5. 
But others will have it to signify that deep valley or ditch 
(it may be called) which was between Mount Zion (the city 
of David) and Mount Moriah, on which the temple stood. 
Therefore, that there might be a convenient passage from 
the king's palace to the house of God, Solomon joined these 
two mountains by a bridge or a causeway, which could hot 
he done without filling up the valley, or making great 
arches; some think the one, and some the other. 

And the wall of Jerusalem.] Which was a great struc- 
ture. ' For there were three walls, one within another, as 
Abarbinel and Joseph ben Gorion explain it: the inner 
wall compassing the house of God and the house of the 
king; the middle wall compassing the houses of the pro- 
phets and great persons; (which explains 2 Kings xxii. 14.) 
and the third compassed the houses of all the people. 

Arid Hazor.] Which had been a very eminent city, and 
the head of some kingdoms before the conquest of Canaan^ 
(Josh. xi. 10.) and was given to the tribe of Naphtali, 
(Josh. xix. 3G.) 

AndMegiddo.] A city in the tribe of Manasseh, (Josh. 
xvii. 11.) 

And Gezer.] In the tribe of Ephraim, (Josh. xxi. 21.) 

Ver .10. For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and taken 
Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that 
dwelt in the city.] For the Israelites could not dispossess the 
Canaanites, but they continued in Joshua's time, and after, 
to dwell in Gezer, (Josh. xvi. 101 Judg. i. 29.) And it seems 
David and Solomon did not <jxpel them, but continued 
them under tribute; until Pharaoh, upon some provoca- 
tion (which is not recorded), utterly extirpated them, and 
burnt their city. ,ThJs was done, I suppose, before the 
marriage 'of .Solomon w T ith Pharaoh's daughter; and was 
the very first expedition that the Egyptians made put of 
their own country, as Sir John Marsham thinks, in his Can. 
Chron. Seculum"14. 

And, given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon's 
wife.] It is likely he had begun to repair the city: and now 
upon the marriage of his daughter restored it to Solomon, 
who perfectly rebuilt it/ 

Ver. 17. And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth-horon the 
nether.] This is, having finished the building of Gezer, he 
built the lower Beth-horon, which was in thctribe of Ben- 
jamin; (Josh.xviii. 13, 14.) and Ezra tells. us also (in 2 
Chron.. viii. 5.) Beth-horon the upper, which w r as in the 
tribe of Ephraim, (Josh. xvi. 5.) but not here mentioned ; 
cither because it was not of so great consequence, or did 
not need so much reparation as the other. 

Ver. 18. And Baalath.] There w T as a city of this name 
in the tribe of Dan, (Josh. xix. 44.) But'it is likely this 
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was a city near Tadmor, where Baal had been formerly 
worshipped: for Baal was one of the gods of that people; 
it appears in the following observation. * 

And Tadmor in the tvitderness.] This word Tadmor sig- 
nifies in Hebrew as much as Palma in Latin. From 
whence it was called by the Romans Palmyra; which was 
one of the most splendid cities in the eastern countries: 
which gave name to the Palmyrense Solitudines, mentioned 
by Pliny and Ptolemy. There have been lately, after 
twelve hundred years' obscurity, several noble inscriptions 
found in this place by some that travelled into this wilder- 
ness: but Bochartus hath one of far greater, antiquity, of 
two Phoenician gods, Aglibelus and Melaehbelus, viz. the 
summer and the winter sun: in his Geogr. Sacra, par. ii. 
called Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 8. p. 811. where he calls this* 
Tadmor a city of Phoenicia. 

■ In the land.] Of Hamatb Zobah (a part of Syria), as Ezra 
seems to expound it, (2 Chron. viii. 3, 4.) which country 
Solomon had conquered. 

. Ver. 19. And all the cities of store that Solomon had.] 
Where he laid up corn against a time of need ; or arms and 
ammunition, in case of war. Some will have them cities 
where lie kept his treasure, which is not likely. 

And cities for his chariots, and cities for his horsemen.'] 
Which he had in great number, (iv. 26.) 

And that which Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem? 
and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.] So 
that whithersoever he went, he had a house for his enter- 
tainment in every part of his country. Behold, saith Abar- 
binel, the reason of the tribute (ver. 15.) is given from all 
these buildings : and after he had finished them, he laid no 
further tribute upon his people : who murmured at these 
impositions, as we find; after he was dead : but in these 
public buildings a great number of hands were employed, 
whereby idleness was expelled, manufactures were learnt, 
the poor were relieved, all the meaner people exercised, 
cities adorned, diseases driven away, and no place left for 
envy and sedition: while the subjects found the treasure 
that was raised employed for the benefit of so many of 
them ; as BodinuS discourses, in his book De Republica, 
lib. xi. cap. 2. where he observes how Augustus, having' 
settled the empire in peace, kept the people in their duty 
by this means ; repairing many temples, decayed by time, 
or burnt by fire : laying out vast sums upon the chapel of 
Jupiter Capitolinus, and other public edifices; insomuch, 
that he gloried, " he left Rome a marble city, which he 
found a brick." 

Ver. 20. And all the people that were left oftlie Amorites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Ilivites, and Jebusites, which were not 
of the children of Israel.] But by this time were become, I 
suppose, proselytes to the Jewish religion, as theGibeon- 
itcs were, or at least renounced their idolatry. 

Ver. 21. Their children which were left after them, whom 
the children of Israel also were not able to destroy, upon 
them did Solomon levy a tribute of bond-service unto this 
day.] He was able to have rooted them all out, as the law 
required ; but that command did not take place after they" 
had submitted, and made peace with the Israelites, (as 
those words suppose, Josh. ix. 19.) And they seem now 
to have been in so poor a condition, that Solomon did not 
lay any tribute of money upon them; but only of burden- 
some labour. Of these were the severity thousand that bare 



burdens, and 'eighty thousand that were hewers in the 
mountains; mentioned v. 15. Thus Mr. Selden, in the 
place abovementioned, explains these words, they werenot 
able utterly to destroy : which was not for want of power, 
but because they had made a covenant with them, and did 
not consume them, (as it is in 2 Chron. viii. 8:) But they 
would not receive them into peace with them, till they be- 
came proselytes of the gate : and when they had done so, 
they became* tributaries; and therefore such persons, by 
virtue of their covenant, Solomon now commanded to this 
service. (See lib. vi.de Jure Nat. et Gentium, cap. 14.) 

Ver. 22. But of the children of Israel did Solomon make 
no bo?idmen.] By this means he spared the children of Is- 
rael, whom he did not employ in any servile labours about j 
his public works ; but put them into nobler offices; as it 
here follows. Yet this implies that his royal power might 
have laid such* loads* on them, if he had not designed to 
rule with great gentleness over them. . 

But they were men of wdr.~] Which was accounted an 
honourable employment. 

And were his servants.] Officers in his court. 

And his princes.] Governors of provinces.' 

And his captains, and rulers of his chariots, and his 
horsemen.] Commanders of his guards. 

Ver. 23. And these xcere the chief of the officers that were 
over Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, which bare rule 
over the people that wrought in the work.~] In 2 Chron. viii. 

10. they are said to be but two hundred and fifty. For the 
Hebrew doctors commonly say that there were of these 
officers but two hundred and fifty Israelites : the other 
three hundred were proselytes. But the plainest account' 
of this is given by Abarbinel, that there were only .two 
hundred and fifty set over those that wrought in the tem- 
ple: the rest were employed in looking after his public 
works in other places. And it must be observed, also, that 
there were far greater numbers employed when the" temple 
work was carried on with great speed, as we read before, 
(v. 1G.) 

Ver. 24. But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of the city 
of David unto her house which Solomon had built for her: 
thendidhe build Millo.] There was not the like necessity 
for building Millo that there was for building the walls of 
Jerusalem, and the cities beforenamed : but he did it (as 
Abarbinel observes) in honour, and for the pleasure of 
Pharaoh's daughter; who was to remove unto a house 
near to it. And the reason she did not continue in the 
house where David had dwelt, we are told in 2 Chron. viii. 

11. which was, because it was a kind of holy place, where 
it was not fit for her to remain; the ark of God having 
dwelt there. 

' Ver. 25. And three times in the year did Solomon offer 
bumf-offerings and peace-offerings upon the altar which he, 
built unto the Lord!] The meaning is not, that he offered 
sacrifices no oftener ; but that he never failed to keep the 
three solemn festivals, which God commanded to be ob- 
served by every body, when he offered sacrifices suitable, 
to those great mercies which were then commemorated ; 
and to the great blessings God had bestowed upon his 
family. 

And he burnt incense upon the altar thatxvas before the 
Lord.] In the holy place, before the. oracle. Where he, 
could not burn it himself; but he gave it to the priests at 
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his own charge, to be offered with a particular respect to 
him. This, it is likely, lie did every day, morning and 
evening. 

So he finished the house.] This was said before, but now 
repeated ; because, after he had kept the three great festi- 
vals there, it was not only consecrated, but all Divine 
offices had been performed in it ; and thero was nothing 
more to be added. 

Vcr. 26. And king Solomon made a navy of ships in 
Ezion-geber.] This namo Ezion -geber signifies spina viri; 
it lying in a rocky, ragged shore, running out into the sea 
like the back-bone of a man. So Arrianus (as Bochartus 
observes) in his Periplus describes the inmost part of the. 
Sinus Arabicus (where Ezion-geber lay) as very dangerous, 
because of the rocks and shelves. Which makes it less 
strange, that the ships of Jehoshaphat were broken there in 
pieces, in the very port, before they put out to sea, (2 Kings 
xxii. 48.) Insomuch that in aftertimes this port was for- 
saken, and they frequented Elath. Josephus will* have 
Ezion-geber to be the same with Berenice, a city on the 
African shore, over against Syerie; others have different 
conjectures : when the Scripture plainly teaches us that it 
was a port of Idumea, not far from Aela upon the Red 
Sea ; and not far distant from the wilderness of Zin. For 
the Israelites removed their camp from this place to that 
wilderness, as we read Numb, xixiii. 36. 

Which is beside Eloth.] Or Elath, for it is called by both, 
names: and by .the Greeks and Romans, Aela, and Ailat,and 
Elat, andEIana,&c. Which was a port known in the days of 
Moses, (Deut. ii.8.) belonging to the Edomites ; and, ,as 
St. Jerome saith, to the Egyptians: for it was ambigui 
juris, lying on, the confines of both countries. Insomuch 
that Sir John Marsham thinks Solomon and Hiram now 
built ships there, with the. good leave of Pharaoh; the 
Egyptians now not minding merchandise, but were set upon 
conquering countries : but David having conquered Edom, 
(2 Sam. viii. 14.) I rather think became master of this port; 
where Solomon built a navy of ships in his own right, and 
went thither himself to see it, (2 Chron. viii. 17.) It con- 
tinued in the possession of the Israelites, about a hundred 
and fifty years, till, in the time of Joram, th^ Edomites re-:, 
covered it, (2 Kings viii. 20.) But it was again taken from 
them by Azariah, and left by him to his son, (2 Kings xiv. 
22.) but lost again by his grandson Ahaz, from whom the 
king of Syria took it, (2 Kings xvi. G.) The Syrians held it 
a long time, till, after many changes under the Ptolemies 
and the Seleucidae, it came into the hands of the Romans ; 
who quartered there the tenth legion, as St. Jerome tells 
us. (See Bochartus, in the second part of his Geographica 
Sacra, called Canaan, lib. i. cap. 44.) 

On the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom.'] What 
the Hebrews call the sea of Suph, other nations call the 
sea of Edom, from the country which it washes, viz. Idu- 
mea; as appears from this place. From whence the 
Greeks (not knowing the reason of the name) call it IpvOpav 
&aXa<r<rav, the Red Sea ; the word Edom signifying rubrum 
or rufrnm, red or yellow, as Bochartus .and Ludolphus have 
observed. 

Ver. 27. And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, ship- 
men that had knowledge of the sea, tcith the servants of So- 
lomon.'] The navy was Solomon's, who had servants of his 
own on board the ships, to go and traffic at Ophir : but 
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they had no skill in navigation, and therefore Hiram sent 
as many Tyrians as were necessary to man the ships ; they 
having been always bred at sea. 

Ver. 28. And they came to Ophir.] It is certain there was 
a place called Ophir, or as the LXX. call it 2o>p (which 
word Josephus also uses instead of Ophir), and by others 
called 'Op<j>rjv, which was in Arabia Felix. But this cannot 
be the pl^ce here meant, as Bochartus hath demonstrated 
by many arguments, in his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 27. This 
one is sufficient, that it was a three years' voyage to Ophir 
here mentioned ; whereas the other was very near the place 
where the navy was prepared. And besides, they fetched 
ivory from Ophir, whereas there are no elephants in Ara- 
bia; therefore we must search for it somewhere else: and 
there is little doubt it was in India: but in what part of it, 
is not so easy to be determined. The famous Bochartus 
thinks it was Taprobana ; which is the same with that now 
called Zeilan, or Seilan. For what the ancients say of Ta- 
probana, that the moderns say of Zeilan ; as he hath shewn 
in a very large diagram of both countries, in his Canaan, 
lib. i. cap. 46. And, indeed, Grotius before him concluded, 
there was no better way to guess where this place was, 
than by considering what commodities were brought from 
thence, and inquiring of mcrchants'(whO have been* in the 
remote parts of the world) where not only gold, and silver, 
and precious Stone's, but ivory, and all tho rest that were 
fetched from.Ophir, are to be found now. And, in a letter 
to his brother, he desires him to make this inquiry for him. 
(See EpiStol, 483.) .r . 

And fetched from thence gold, four hlindred and twenty 
talents.] It is said in 2 Chron. viii. 18. that they brought 
four hundred and fifty : but we may well suppose that thirty 
talents might be spent in the charges of the voyage to and 
fro; so that. only four hundred and twenty came to Solo- 
mon's coffers. Qr father, as Abarbinel thinks, Solomon 
gave the servants of Hiram, who managed the ships, thirty 
talents for a gratuity. Or, as Laniado (who delights to con- 
tradict Abarbinel), the Jerusalem talent was bigger than 
that of Ophir : so that fourhundred and fifty Ophir talents 
made but four hundred and twenty Jerusalem talents. It 
is easy also to say,, that there came of gold refined only 
four hundred and twenty into Solomon's treasury; though 
the whole mass was four hundred and fifty. 

And brought it to king Solomoii.] It is no improbable 
conjecture of Abarbinel, that Solomon at first trafficked in. 
the ships of Hiram ; which voyage brought him for his 
share the hundred and twenty talents mentioned ver. 14. of 
this chapter : which Hiram is said to have sent to him, as 
the profit (that is) of his adventure. Which was so great 
that Solomon resolved to build a navy of his own; at which 
Hiram was so far from being offended, that, like a true 
friend, he furnished him with mariners to manag6 the ships ; 
and they brought him this great quantity of gold at their 
return from their first voyage. :, 

The imperial laws forbid noblemen to exercise mer- 
chandise as a tiling below them : and therefore it much less 
becomes a king,* as Bodinus discourses, lib. vi. daRepubl. 
cap. 2. But we must not measure antiquity by our own 
times : and that author well adds, that though he would not 
have kings now to be merchants, yet if he might have his 
choice, " Mcrcatorem cum malo quam tyrannum," &c. I 
had rather a prince should be a merchant than a tyrant; 

Microsoft ® 



CHAP, Xi] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



419 



and noblemen should rather trade than oppress and make 
a prey of their tenants. 

> : *. i \ 

CHAR X. 

Ver. 1. JjlND tvheti the queen of Sheba.] Joscphus thinks 
She was queen of Mcroe, which was anciently called Saba. 
But a great; many of his countrymen more rightly under- 
stand this mattery who say she calhe from Aljemin, which 
was the south part of Arabia Felix, near the Red Sea; 
and so our Saviour calls her the queen of the south, which 
is Uhe signification of Jetnin in Hebrew ; arid in Arabic, 
with the addition of Al, is called Aljemin. 

Heard of the fame of Solomon, concerning the name of 
the Lord.'] Theodoret thinks she was a religious woman, as 
far as the light of nature guided her; and if we may believe 
the Hebrew tradition, she had some tincture of revealed 
religion from her pious ancestors : for they think she was 
descended from Abraham by Keturah, one of whose sons 
begat Shcba, (1 Chron. i. 32.) Now she came to hear of 
Solomon's fame by the ships that went to Ophir : for they 
sailed by her coast, and in all likelihood spread his fame 
there, as they <H& in all -other places where they touched, 
proclaiming his magnificence, and especially his wisdom, 
and his glorious temple which he had built for the wor- 
ship of his'God: whose praise they set forth as far above 
all gods. 

She came to prove him with hard questions.'] To try whe- 
ther he was so wise as report made him ; by propounding 
difficult questions to him, which none but a man divinely 
illuminated could resolve, as Abarbinel understands it. 

Ver. 2, And site came to Jerusalem.] The fable of Aga- 
tharcides is confuted by this, which saith the royal dignity 
among the Sabeeans was but a kind of captivity. For after 
the inauguration of their king, it was forbid, by an ancient 
oracle, that he should stir out of his palace upon pain of 
stoning: but there he enjoyed himself in all manner of 
pleasure. * * . .- . ^ *•" " " 

With a very great train.] Royally attended. 

And with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and 
precious stones.] These presents which she brought to So- 
lomon are a great argument she came from Arabia Felix, 
which Abounded with such fhings, but none of them arc 
in Mcroo: nor can Meroc be said to be the ends of the 
earth, from whence our Saviour saith this queen came, there 
being many -large countries in Africa beyond Mcrbc, but 
none beyond the Sabaeans in Arabia, whose country lay 
upon the sea. « See Bochartus, in his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 
2G. where he shews they abounded in gold, having such 
plenty of it from Ophir, that they exchanged it for brass 
and iron, &c. giving double, or thrice the weight of them. 
And yet the Abyssinc Christians (who say her name was 
Marqucda) are very confident she came from their coun- 
try; where it is as constant a tradition that she had a son 
by Solomon, from whom their kings are derived. So Lu- 
dolphus observes, in his notes upon the confession of Clau- 
dius king of Ethiopia, where he saith, this was " the faith 
of his father the Israelitish king/' ; * . r 

And when she was come to Solomon, she communed tvith 
him of all that was in her heart.] Had the liberty to pro- 
pound whatsoever she desired to be resolved about; either 
in natural, I suppose, or Divine things. 



Ver. 3. And Solomon told her alt her questions.] That is, 
answered them to her satisfaction: 

There was dot any tiling hid from the king, which he told 
her not.] There was nothing so secret, which he did not 
reveal to her. 

Ver. 4. And when the queen of Sliebd had seen all Solo- 
mon's ivisdom.'] Had fully discovered the wonderful variety 
of wisdom wherewith he was endowed. 

And the house which he had built.] Both for God and 
for himself; the magnificence of which was admirable. 

Ver. 5. And the meat of Ids table.] Where it is likely 
she was entertained while she stayed at Jerusalem. 

And the sitting of his servants.] At their table. 

And the attendance of his ministers.] Who waited on him 
at his table, and in his chamber, and other places. 

And their apparel.] Which was different, I suppose, 
according to their several offices ; but all very stately. 

And his cup-bearers.] Who filled out his whje/ and 
brought and delivered it to him; with such ceremony as 
made his grandeur appear in that small thing. 

And his ascent by which he went up to the house of the 
Lord.] From his own palace ; of which L'Empereur gives 
an account, upon Codex Middoth, p. 50. But the ancient 
interpreters understand by the word Qlatho not his ascent, 
but his burnt-offering, which he offered in the house of the- 
Lord. And it is very likely, she saw the service of God's 
ministers in his house, as well as Solomon's in his own 
house ; and was made by Solomon to understand the 
meaning of every thing.that was done there. Which must 
needs put her into ari ecstacy of admiration, as it here 
follows. Arid thus the LXX. translate these words, ml 
rrjv oXoKavTttxrtv avTOv T]v av i<j>spsv Iv oncqj KVpiov', whom 
P. Martyr, Victorinus Strigelius, and others, follow in 
these words : " Et holocausta ejus, quae in domo Domini 
offerebat f and his burnt-offerings, which he offered in the 
house of the Lord." 

There was no more spirit in her.} She was perfectly 
astonished. For as he discoursed of all sorts of natural 
things, so he was no less skilful in political government: 
and transcended in the knowledge of Divine matters, as 
his book shews us ; having all things likewise in such 
order both in his house, and every where else, that it was 
amazing. A very great man of our own observes, that 
such things as these — the apparel, the sitting and attend- 
ance of his servants, were justly admired by her as an 
indication of Solomon's wisdom. * For they are the out- 
works which preserve majesty itself from approaches and 
surprisals. And whatsoever prince departs from these 
forms, and trappings, and ornaments of his dignity and 
pre-eminence, will hardly be able, at some time, to pre- 
serve the body itself of majesty from intrusion, invasion, 
and violation. -• • 

Ver, G. And she said unto the king.] When she had re-' 
covered herself out- of her astonishment. 

It was a true report that I heard in my own country of 
thy acts, and of thy ivisdomJ] They did not deceive her; 
who, by their reports of him, moved her to take this long 
journey. 

Ver. 7. Howbeit, I believed not the words, till I came, 
and mine eyes had seen it.] She thought they might magnify 
things too much, as travellers are wont to do ; especially 
when they speak of their own country. 
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And, behold, the half teas not told me: thy wisdom and 
prosperity exceedeth the, fame tchich I heard.] This was 
very extraordinary; for commonly men find things fall far 
Short of their expectations. 

Ver. 8. Happy are thy men.] His subjects. 

And happy are these thy servants, which stand continually 
before thee, and hear thy wisdom.] Especially those that 
were about his person, and ministered unto him ; who had 
'opportunity every day to hear his wise sayings and dis- 
courses. 

Ver. 9. Blessed be the Lord thy God.] One would think, 
by this, that she became a proselyte before she returned to 
her own country; whither she carried better things than 
she presented to Solomon (which the next verses mention); 
the treasures of heavenly wisdom. Philostorgius, indeed, 
saith, that in his time the Sabaeans sacrificed to the sun 
and .moon, and certain demons of their own country ; and 
yet Ik 7r'£ptT6fiov'rb lOvog, &c. the nation was circumcised 
after the Jewish manner on the eighth day. Which rite 
they received, one would think, from this queen, and re- 
tained it a long time, though they continued their old su- 
perstition. It is possible, indeed, that the Jews who lived 
among them, might persuade them to it. For the same 
Philostorgius saith; ouk okiyov ttXtiOoq 'IouScuwv avroTc <*va- 
rri^vprat, no small number of Jews was mingled with them. 

Which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of 
Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore 
made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.] A most 
excellent admonition both to the people and to the king; 
that they should think themselves highly obliged to God, 
who had given them such a king; and he should think God 
made him king to govern his people justly. This sense 
the wise heathen had, that governors were set over men by 
God for their good : as Aristotle told Alexander in a letter 
to him, wherein he exhorts him to keep in mind, that 
his kingdom was given him by God for the sake of man- 
kind, *?c tvepyto'iav, ov Trpbg vfiptv, that he might do them 
good, and not abuse them. 

Ver. 10. And she gave the king a hundred and twenty ta- 
lents of gold.] Though we do not find that the ancients 
speak of any mines of gold in the Sabaeans' country; yet 
they abounded with it, being near to that Ophir which I 
before mentioned, and is spoken of in the book of Job, 
xxii. 24. xxviii. 1G. (in an age when they were not ac- 
quainted with the Indian Ophir, which was very remote 
from them.) And several other places there were also near 
to them, who had plenty of gold, as Bochartus shews in his 
Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 27. p. 159, &c. 

And of spices very great store, and precious stones.] This 
country was famous for myrrh, frankincense, and cinna- 
mon (Josephus adds balsam, also), as Boohart observes, out 
of many authors in the same book, cap. 26. p. 149. 153. 
For' their very fires were made of cassia and cinnamon. 
Precious stones also he shews werp so common in this 
country, that they adorned their cups, and their beds, and 
their stools, &c. with them. (See him, p. 100.) 

There came no more such abundance of spices as these 
which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon.] For it 
seems the Jews maintained no trade with this country. 

• Ver. 11. -And the navy also of Hiram tltat brought gold 
from Ophir.] This is meant of Ophir in India, mentioned 
ix. 28. From which Hiram's navy is said to bring gold, 



though the ships were Solomon's, because Hiram's ser- 
vants had the management of them. 

Brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug-trees, and 
precious stones.] It is very uncertain what these almug, or 
algum-trees were (as they are called by a transposition of 
letters in 2 Chron. ii. 8.) Our famous Dr. Castell thinks 
it was the wood called sanctulum, which is proper for all 
the uses mentioned in the next verse, and is still in India. 
And R. D. Kimchi upon that place in the Chronicles saith 
it was a red wood which is now called brezil. By which 
cannot be meant the wood that comes from Brazil, for that 
country was not known in his days; but probably he calls 
it brezil, from the Hebrew word barzel, which signifies 
iron; it being of such a dark colour. And such a wood 
there is now in the kingdom of Java, as Gousset observes 
out of Thevet, and other authors, in his Comment. Linguee 
Hebr. 

Ver. 12. And the king made of the almug-trees pillars for 
the house of the Lord, and for his own house.] Or rather rails 
(as we translate it in the margin of our Bibles), which were 
made on either side the causey which went up from th6 
king's house to the house of the Lord. Compare this with 
1 Chron. xxvi. 16. 18. and 2 Chron. ix. 11. and see Dr. 
Lightfoot of the Temple, p. 125. where he only quotes Hal- 
bag, who saith he made battlements, i. e. rails, on either 
side, that men by them might stay themselves as they went 
along the highway of that ascent. ; 

«• Harps also and psalteries for singers : there came no such 
almug-trees, nor were seen unto this day.] This account of 
almug-treesis mixed with the story of the queen of Sheba, 
because she is said (ver. 5.) to have admired the ascent 
(as we translate it) which Solomon made to the house of 
the Lord. Which appeared themore magnificent, because 
the rails thereof were made of this rare wood. Which 
Abarbinel fancies was coral, which grows in the very sea, 
and they had never seen before ; nor did any come after. 

Ver. 13. And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba 
all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solo- 
mon gave her of his royal bounty.] By their mutual presents, 
which she made to him, (ver. 10.) and he at her departure 
made to her, they testified their friendship to each other; 
desiring by these to be remembered. And Solomon de- 
sired to know what would be most acceptable to her, 
among all the rarities she had seen, which he bestowed 
upon her: besides, he generously added more things of 
value, which it is likely she had not in her own country. 

So she turned, and went to her own cowitry, she and her 
servants.] Accompanied, it is probable, with many of the 
Israelites, who went and planted themselves there: from 
whom sprung those Jews, who, Philostorgius saith, w r ere 
mixed with the Sabaeans in no small numbers, as I ob r - 
served, ver. 9. But tjie Jews of whom he speaks wcro 
such as settled there after the last captivity; and it w^s 
not lawful for a Jew, while the temple stood, to settle in a 
place, from whence he could not come three times a year 
to worship at Jerusalem. 

ycr. 14. JV oip th$ tveight of gold which came to Solomon 
in one year was six hundred threescore and six talents of 
gold.] The history of the queen of Sheba being ended, he 
returns to give an account of Solomon's riches and magni- 
ficence; which he had begun to set forth before. And 
first he relates wh^t a vast quantity of gold was brought 
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into his country every year; not only from Ophir, but from 
other countries, unto which perhaps the queen of Sheba 
opened him a passage. 

Ver. 15. Besides that he had of the merchantmen.'] Who 
paid custom for the goods they brought from several 
countries; or, as Abarbinel thinks, the men ofHattarim 
(as the words are in the Hebrew) signify a certain nation, 
viz. the Tartars (as they are now called), who brought com- 
modities from the north country to the people of Israel, as 
others did from the south.. 

| And of the traffic of the spice-merchants.'] There is no 
reason thus to translate these words, as the same author 
thinks: but they signify in general all sorts of traders, who 
brought in merchandise, by sea or land. 
i And all the kings of Arabia.] Who sent him presents. 

And of the governors of the countries.'] Which David 
or he had conquered, and placed governors there; who 
gathered his tribute, and sent it to him every year. 

Ver. 1G. And king Solomon made two hundred targets of 
beaten gold: six hundred shekels of gold went to one target. 

Ver. 17. And he made three hundred shekels of beaten 
gold; three pound of gold went to every shield.] These tar- 
gets and shields seem to have been made for 'state arid 
pomp ; to be carried before him, upon some special occa- 
sions. Though we do read in the Roman authors of some 
great captains to whom golden shields were granted, as a 
reward of their great valour: and these perhaps might be 
intended for the same purpose. But then we must not 
think that the shields weighed but six hundred shekels 
(which would have been so small as to be of no use), but 
that each cost six hundred shekels of gold; as Fortunatus 
Scacchus observes, Myrothec. iii. cap. 3.' 

And the king put them in the house of the forest of Leba- 
non.] Where, itis likely, he kept his most precious treasure. 
See concerning this house, vii. 2. which Joscphiis saith the 
queen of Sheba admired above all things she saw in Ju- 
dea: the vast multitude of cedar pillars that weTe in it, 
making it look like the forest of Lebanon: from whence 
some think it had its name. 

Ver. 18. And the king made a great throne of ivory.] We 
never read of ivory until about Solomon's time; who, per- 
haps, brought elephants out of India, and took care to 
have a great deal of ivory brought with them. Insomuch, 
that we read of ivory palaces, (Psal. xlv. 9.) whose walls 
were overlaid with ivory; which was more precious than 
gold in ancient times, as Pliny tells in many places. 

And overlaid it with the best gold*] Not entirely, so as to 
cover the ivory (for then it might as well have been made 
of wood), but here and there; as P. Martyr reasonably con- 
jectures. Which made the throne appear more beautiful 
by the mixture of gold and ivory; with which, at due dis- 
tances, it was studded. In this throne he sat when he ad- 
ministered justice, and gave audience to ambassadors, and 
the like. • • ) 

Ver. 19. The throne had six steps.] Was advanced to a 
just height, that he might be seen and heard by all.* 

And the top of the throne was round behind.] Making a 
half circle over his head. 

And there were stays on either side of the place of the seat.] 
Like one of our great chairs, which have rests to lean one's 
arms upon, on either side. 

And two lions stgod beside the stays.] As their supporters. 
vol. n. 



Ver. 20. And twelve lions stood on the one side, and on the 
other upon the six steps.] Upon every step a lion stood 
reared up, on each side, as if he was falling upon his prey: 
which many interpreters think had a mystical meaning in it,* 
as every thing else had belonging to this throne; with which 
I shall not trouble the reader. Grotius thinks he offended 
in making these figures; and having once begun to trans- 
gress the law, he grew still worse and worse. 

There was not the like made in any kingdom.] That is, in 
those times there was none to be compared with it ; but in 
after-ages there were perhaps more glorious. For Athe- 
nseus saith, the throne of the Parthian kings was of gold, 
encompassed with four golden pillars, beset with precious 
stones, (lib. xii. Deipnos.) And the Persian kings, he saith, 
sat in judgment under a golden vine (and other trees of gold), 
the bunches of whose grapes were made of several sorts of 
precious stones. 

Ver. 21. And all king Solomon* s drinking vessels' were 
of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Le- 
banon were of pure gold; none were of silver: it was no- 
thing accounted of in the days of Solomon.] Who brought 
in such plenty of gold, that it made silver of less value 
while he lived. 

Ver. 22. For the king had at sea a navy of Tarshish with 
the navy of Hiram.] These words are added to give a fur- 
ther account how Solomon came to have gold in such 
abundance: for he trafficked for it in another fleet, besides 
that which went to Ophir. That fleet, it is plain, was So- 
lomon's, and sailed out of his own port Ezion-gebcr, (ixl 
2G.) though it was manned by Tyrians, because they un- 
derstood the sea. Whereas this navy here spoken of be- 
longed to Hiram, and went out of his port at Tyre; and 
Solomon had only the liberty to trade in it to Tarshish. 
Which was a placo wherewith the Tyrians had very ancient 
commerce; and therefore Hiram was the chief in this voy- 
age, as Solomon was in that to Ophir. 

Once in three years' came the navy of Tarshish, bringing 
gold, and silver. ] It was not so far off, that they could not 
return in less than three years: but, as Abarbinel supposes, 
they went thither in the end of one year, and stayed there 
the next to vend and to buy their commodities ; and then 
returned in the beginning of the third year. Bochartus 
hath made it very probable that this place was Tartessus 
in Spain, where gold and silver in ancient times, if we'may 
believe Strabo and others, whom he quotes, were plentiful. 
But I do not find any proof that ivory, apes, and peacocks, 
were the commodities of that country. (See his Phaleg. 
lib. iii. cap. 7.) 

And ivory.] The Hebrew word senhabim is of doubtful 
signification : but the word sen, or shen, certainly signify- 
ing a tooth, interpreters have supposed that habini signifies 
an elephant; and both together import elephants' teeth, i. e. 
ivory. But it is hard to give an account of this word Aa- 
bim: therefore Bochartus rather thinks that the whole word 
senhabim. signifies an elephant: which best agrees with what 
follows, apes and peacocks, all three signifying living crea- 
tures: and, indeed, ivory itself, in this chapter, is simply 
called by the name of sen : where he speaks of Solomon's 
throne, ver. 18. (SeehisHierozoicon, par. ii.lib. i. cap. 20.) 

And apes.] The Hebrew word kephinris both by the an- 
cients and modems translated apes: which creature Pliny 
calls cephos ; and saith they were seen but once at Homo 
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in his days, and that they came out of Ethiopia. So that 
if Tarshish was in Spain, they that sailed thither trafficked 
in Afric also before they came home, (Sec Bochartus, in 
his Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iii. cap. 31.) 

And peacocks.'] Tho LXX. do not adventure to trans- 
late the Hebrew word thxiccijim: but the Chaldee, Syriac, 
Arabic, and Latin, translate it as we do, peacocks : and so 
do tho most learned among the Jews, as Bochartus shews 
in a long dissertation; where he probably guesses this 
creature had its name by a small transposition of letters 
from Cathajim; as much as to say a bird of Cuth, or a 
Persian bird. Which transpositions are so usual, that we 
have an instance of it in this chapter: the trees hero called 
alinugim, being called in the Chronicles algumim. See 
Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 23. where he shews how 
beautiful a creature this is : which might well be brought 
from foreign countries to Judea, where there were none of 
them. 

Vcr. 23. So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the 
earth for riches and for wisdom.] The latter of which he 
begged of God ; who graciously promised to add the 
former; which he did to admiration. 

Ver. 24. And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his 
wisdom, which God had put in his heart.] That is, the great 
men of the neighbouring countries came, as the queen of 
Sheba did, to be acquainted with his wisdom; which they 
heard was a Divine gift. 

Ver. 25. And they brought every man hispresent, vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, 
and spices, horses, and mules.] This shews that he speaks, in 
the former verse, of the great men of the earth ; who made 
these presents to him, when they came into his country. 

A rate year by year.] This seems to signify that they so 
highly prized his wisdom, that they courted his friendship; 
and voluntarily sent him a certain present every year, as a 
token of the continuance of it. 

Ver. 26. And Solomon gathered together chariots, and 
horsemen.] In a time of profound peace, he thought it a 
piece of wisdom to be ready for war, as a means to pre- 
serve the peace. Though the surest way to enjoy the hap- 
piness wherein he lived, had been to observe strictly the 
commands of God. 

And he had a thousand and four hundred, chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen.] Four hundred of these chariots, 
Josephus saith, were presented from the kings and princes 
beforementioned: and he had a thousand of his own before. 
But what need was there for so many stables for his horses 
as seem to be mentioned, iv. 2G. viz. forty thousand? 
The word is not stables, but stalls; every horse having a 
stall, not a stable to himself: and some chariots had two, 
some, four horses belonging to them. And yet even thus 
there were too many: therefore we must suppose they did 
not. always stand in one place; but sometimes in one 
country, sometimes in another. Where it was necessary 
there should be stalls for them, when he removed from 
city to city. 

JVJioni he bestowed in the cities for chariots, and with the 
king at Jerusalem.] The former part of these words relates 
to the chariots, which were kept in tho country, in the cities 
Solomon built for them, (ix. 19.) and tho latter to the 
horsemen, which were always with the king in Jerusalem; 
as Abarbinel understands these words. Thus Solomon 



took care they should not bo burdersome to his people, by 
keeping them all in one place: but they were distributed 
through tho country, only a great body of horse in the 
royal city. 

Ver. 27. And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem at 
stones.] As common as pebbles. 

And cedars made he to be as the sycamore-trees which 
are in thevale, in abundance.] Ordinary things, like willows, 
that among us grow numerously in low grounds. 

Ver. 28. And king Solomon had horses brought out of 
Egypt.] Here he again openly transgressed the law of God 
(as Grotius observes), presuming he had no need of those 
cautions, which were given against this by Moses in the 
book of Deuteronomy, (xvii. 1G.) 

And linen yarn.] Most think byssus, fine linen, is hereby 
meant; which was a great commodity in Egypt. 

The king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price.] 
It is acknowledged by all interpreters that these, and tlm 
following words in the next verse r are very obscure. 

Ver. 29. And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt 
for six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred 
and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and the. 
kings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means.] 
These words Bochartus seems to me to have cleared with 
tho greatest perspicuity, by taking the Hebrew word mik- 
veh, not for linen yarn, or fine linen ; but for the toll or 
custom that was taken for the horses that were brought out 
of Egypt. And thus he translates the whole; Horses were 
brought up to Solomon out of Egypt; and as for the toll or 
custom, the merchants of king Solomon hired it at a price 
(that is, redeemed it of the king of Egypt for so much con- 
stantly); and a chariot coming out of Egypt went out for six 
hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for a hundred and 
fifty; and so for all the kings of tlie Hittites, and for the kings 
of Syria, did they bring by their hands. The sense of which 
words is plainly this, that noble horses being found in those 
times in few countries but Egypt, Pharaoh would not suf- 
fer them to be. carried from thence without a great tribute, 
which he exacted from them; which was six hundred she- 
kels for a chariot, and a hundred and fifty for a horse. 
This must not be understood to bo the price at which they 
were bought, but the custom paid foT them; otherwise 
every horse would have been of the same value, which is 
absurd. Solomon, therefore, bringing many thousand horses 
out of Egypt, prevailed with 'his; father-in-law to free him 
from this grievous tribute, and to accept of a certain sum. 
of money to be paid him every year instead of it. Thus 
being freed from the custom, which was demanded of all 
others ; all the kings of the Hittites and Syrians bought their 
chariots and horses of Solomon's merchants, who could 
afford to sell them cheaper than they could have them in 
Egypt. (See Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 9.) 

By the kings of the Hittites are meant the rulers of some 
of that nation, who were driven out by the Israelites; and 
lived in the north-east of the land of Canaan, or in* some 
part of Arabia. (Sec Judg. i. 26.) 
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fault in him that he married Pharaoh's daughter ; she be- 
ing a proselyte, as is generally supposed, to the Jewish 
religion. But in marrying so many other women besides, 
he committed two sins against the law ; one in multiply- 
ing wives, and another in marrying those of strange na- 
tions, who still retained their idolatrous religion; which 
was expressly against their law, as the next verse declares 
it. The Jewish doctors, indeed, are so very desirous to 
excuse Solomon, that they say these strange women were 
proselyted : bttt Mr. Selden well observes, that then it had 
been no sin to have married with some of them ; and yet 
Nehemiah says it was a sin, xiii. 26. (lib. v. de Jure Nat. 
et Gent. cap. 15. p. G25, 626. and Buxtorf. de Sponsal. et 
Divortp. 40,41.) 

. Women of the Moahites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, 
and Hittites.] Some think Solomon would not have taken 
wives out of these nations, had it not been out of some 
political principle: which some think was, that he might 
by their means gain intelligence of the state of those coun- 
tries : others, that he might extinguish the old enmity which 
was between the Israelites and those nations ; to which he 
might probably hope to put an end, by contracting these 
marriages with them. But good intentions will not justify 
the doing unlawful things. 

Ver. 2. Of the nations concerning which the Lord said 
unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, nei- 
ther shall they come in unto you : for surely they will turn 
away your heart after their gods.] This relates particularly 
to the Hittitcs and the Zidonians beforementioned ; and 
consequently the rest of the seven nations of Canaan, with 
whom they wero forbidden to make any marriage, (Exod. 
xxxiv. 16. Deut. vii. 3.) for the weighty reason here men r 
tioned. For though they might marry wives of other na- 
tions, if they embraced the Jewish . religion ; yet of the 
seven nations of Canaan they might not, though they were 
Converted to their religion: lest the venom might lurk 
and lie hid; and at last break out, and infect them. Great 
was the foresight of Moses (wherewith God endowed him) 
in giving this precept (as Grotius notes) ; for the not ob- 
serving it undid the Israelites, and was the foundation of 
their utter ruin. 

Solomon clave unto these in love."] He not only married 
them, but had a great affection to them ; whereby his heart 
was easily alienated from God. 

"Ver. 3. And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and 
three hundred concubines.] Of these princesses, few or none 
had the name of queens, as Abarbincl observes ; but they 
only who were of. the highest esteem with him, or who 
wero of royal extraction. He thinks Solomon enjoyed 
every one of these once, and then shut them up, that no- 
body might touch them afterward. (See Buxtorf. de 
Sponsal. et Divert, p. 48, 49. and Hackspan's Miscella- 
nies, lib. i. cap. 6.) But it seems to me more probable, 
that he kept so many wives merely for state and pomp ; 
after the manner of the eastern princes ; burnever used 
many of them. Just as they do now in China, where tho 
emperor hath a gTeat multitude of wives, chosen out of the 
prime beauties of the country : many of which he never 
saw in his life ; as Father la Compto tells us in his history 
of China, par. i; p. 62. The same is said of the Great 
Mogul, that he hath as many women as will make up a 
full thousand (which is Solomon's number), as the author 



of the Voyage to the Indies tells us, in the end of P. le 
Valle's History, sect. 20. p. 469. It must be considered, 
also, that Solomon had not brought them to this number in 
the beginning of his reign, but towards the latter end ; when 
his riches increasing, he made vast expenses*, and studied 
to outdo all other kings, in magnificence of all kinds. 

And his wives turned away his heart.] He was so de- 
lighted in their company, that they turned away his thoughts 
from serious business ; yea, from God himself. , 

Ver. 4. For it came to pass; when Solomon was old, that 
his wives turned away his heart after other gods.] For, in- 
dulging himself too much in pleasure, he weakened both 
his body and his mind : and growing old betime, began to' 
doat upon other gods ; which he suffered his wives to wor- 
ship privately, and at last openly to exercise the religious 
rites of their own country. 

And his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as 
was the heart of David his father.] He did not forsake the 
Lord, but joined other gods with him. "Which a man of 
his sense could never have done, (who had solemnly ac- 
knowledged in his prayer, that there was no god like to 
the Lord, yea, that there was no god else, viii. 23. 60.) if 
his mind had not been enervated,, and his understanding 
darkened by sensual pleasures. 
' Ver. 5. And Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of 
the Zidonians.] He worshipped Astarte, of which see in 
the book of Judges, ii. 13. and 1 Sam. vii. 3, 4. 

And after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.] 
This god was the same with Moloch ; whom he calls an 
abomination, because highly detested by God : who had 
given them a particular caution against worshipping the 
host of heaven, (Deut. iv. 10.) Now Moloch signifies the 
prince of that host, as I may call it, the sun; the king of 
heaven, as the moon was called the queen : in this all 
agree, that Moloch comes from melech, which in the He- 
brew language signifies a king, and is of the same import 
with Baal and Adonis (which signify lord), which were 
worshipped by many nations, as Moloch was: who was 
not the peculiar god of the Ammonites ; but the god whom 
they principally worshipped. 

Ver. 6. And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord> 
and went not fully after the Lord, as David his father did.] 
And yet Abarbinel thinks he did not commit idolatry by 
offering sacrifices to these false gods ; but was only per- 
suaded by his wives so far as to learn the manner after 
which they worshipped their gods, by being present at the 
rites of their religion. Which was a dangerous piece of 
learning ; which he might have known without being pre- 
sent at their sacrifices. 

Ver. 7. Tlien did Solomon build a high place for CJiemosh 
the abomination ofMoab.] Concerning Chemosh I have 
said enough elsewhere. (See Numb. xxi. 29.) 

In the hill that is before Jerusalem.] He set up an altar 
upon the Mount of Olives ; where all the city of Jerusalem 
might see what they did. This contradicts Abarbinel, and 
shews he was more than a spectator of their worship: which 
he encouraged by building an altar for it. And indeed that 
author is much to blame in abusing his excellent parts, to* 
find excuses for such a foul crime. 

And for Moloch the abomination of the children ofAm- 
mon.] In" the same place, I suppose, Moloch was wor- 
shipped: for he would not adventure to permit strange 
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worship to be exercised in Jerusalem itself; though his 
. posterity did. And so from little beginnings followed great 
mischiefs. 

Ver. 8. And likewise did he for all his strange tuives, 
which burnt incense, and sacrificed unto their gods.] For 
what was granted to one, the rest would be apt to claim ; 
or else complain of unkindness to them. It is an astonish- 
ing thing that a man of his wisdom should not rather have 
converted them all to his religion, than be seduced by them 
so much as to favour theirs. But he took no pains with 
them, having given up himself wholly to his pleasures; and 
growing conceited perhaps of his great wisdom, thought he 
could reconcile his religion with theirs; and find a good 
meaning in all their superstitions. Abarbinel observes, in 
several places, that it is never said Pharaoh's daughter 
turned away his heart from the Lord, or that he set up an 
altar for her: which is an argument she was proselyted to 
the true religion, and continued in it. As the rest might 
have been, if he had made it his business, and had not 
grown indifferent, and thought all religions alike. Which 
hath been the disease of some great wits. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because 
his heart ivas turned from the Lord God of Israel, which 
Imd appeared to him twice.'] First at Gibeon, in the begin- 
ning of his -reign, iii. 5. anil then at Jerusalem, after the 
building of the temple, ix. 2. There was another time when 
a message came to him, by the wdrd of the Lord, vi. 12. 
But we do not read that God appeared to him more than 
twice ; which was enough to establish him in his faith, 
fear, and love. 

Ver. 10.' And had commanded him concerning this. thing, 
that he should not go after other gods.] For in both those 
visions the happiness God promised him was declared to 
depend upon his observation of God's statutes, as David 
his father did. (See iii. 14. ix. 4, 5.) And when he had be- 
gun to build the temple, he admonished him, that he had 
better desist than go on'in that work, unless he intended to 
keep all his commandments, vii. 12, 13. 

But lie kept not that which the Lord commanded.] Which 
was the greater crime, because he had so oft admonished 
him of Jiis duty, and done such great things for him. 

Ver. 11. Wherefore the Lord said urito Solomon. 1 Either 
by some prophet, or by a vision : wherein he appeared to 
him as terribly as before he had done kindly, and pro- 
nounced this doom upon him. The former I think is most 
probable, that God would hot vouchsafe to appear to him 
any more ; but sent this message by Ahijah, or some other 
prophet. 

Forasmuch as thou hast done this, and thou hast not kept 
my covenant, and my statutes, which I commanded thee, I 
will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and give it unto thy 
servant.] Tear it in pieces, and give the greater part of it 
to .one of his own subjects, viz. Jeroboam. -This was 
enough to astonish any man, to hear that all his splendour 
sliould be so soon eclipsed, if he were not perfectly stupi- 
fied :' and it is likely it did make him reflect upon his folly; 
and, as many think, moved him to write the book of Eccle- 
siastcs. 

Ver. 12. NotwitJistanding in thy days I will not do it for 
David thy father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand 
of thy son.] Though this was some mitigation of the pu- 
nishment, that in his days the kingdom should continue en- 



tire; yet he humbled him by letting him know this favour 
was not granted for his sake, but for his father's, who had 
served him faithfully. 

~ i Ver. 13. Jlowbeit J will not rend away all the kingdom} 
bat will give one tribe to thy son for thy servant David's 
sake.] In memory also of David's faithful service he adds 
another mitigation of the punishment: that the whole king- 
dom should not be torn from his son, but he would leave 
him one tribe, over which he should reign: which was that 
of Judah, unto which Benjamin was an appendix, being 
much mixed with it. 

And for Jerusalem f s sake, which I have chosen.] To be the 
place of his habitation, in the temple built there by Solo- 
mon, which he would suffer to remain to his posterity. 

Ver. 14. And the Lord stirred tip an adversary unto So- 
lomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king's seed in 
Edom.] Though Ged did not execute the forementioned 
threatening till after his death, yet he began to afflict Solo- 
mon by raising up three adversaries against him; who dis- 
turbed his repose, in his old age, when he most desired to 
be quiet. The first of them is here mentioned, who had a 
mortal hatred to Solomon, ever since the death of David, 
who had endeavoured to destroy him with every male in 
the country. But God restrained his wrath from attempt- 
ing any thing against Solomon, as long as he observed 
God's commands. 

Ver. 15. For it came to -pass, when David was in Edom.] 
To conquer the country: which he did entirely, and put 
garrisons into it, (2 Sara. viii. 14. 1 Chron. xviii. 12, 13.) 

And Joab the captain of the host was gone up to bury the 
slain.] It is not to be supposed that the Edomites slew 
none of the Israelites in the defence of their country: and 
those are they, it is probable, unto whom Joab, after he 
had done his business, went up to give an honourable in- 
terment. 

After he had smitten every male in Edom.] That is, all 
he could find ; for some fled, as Hadad did. 

Ver. 1G. (For six montlis did Joab remain there with all 
Israel.] That is, with all his army; 

\ Until he had cut off every male in Edom).] Intending to 
extirpate the nation. 

; Ver. 17. That Hadad fled, he, and certain Edomites of 
his father's servants with him, to go into Egypt ; Hadad 
being yet a little child.] He being very young, some of his 
father's servants took him and hid him, and themselves 
with him, in some secret place; and when Joab was busy, 
in giving a solemn burial to the Israelites, they took that 
opportunity to carry Hadad into Egypt.' 

Ver. 18. And they arose out ofMidian.] But first they 
went into Midian, that they might send from thence to know 
if Pharaoh would give. them entertainment and protection. 

And came to Paran.] Which was in the way to Egypt. < 
For the wilderness of Paran lay between Edom and Egypt, i 

And they took men ivith them.] To attend Hadad; that 
he might appear like a young prince. 

And they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh king of Egypt.] 
He invited him not only to come into his country, but to 
his own palace. 

Which gave him a house, and appointed him a table, and 
gave him land.] According to the manner of generous * 
princes, who pity noble persons that are in distress ; Pha- 
raoh not only assigned him a house, and kept a table for 
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him, that he might want nothing; but moreover gave him 
land, that out of its revenues he might provide himself an 
equipage suitable to his quality. 

• Ver. 19. And Hadad found great favour in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife the sister of his own 
wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen.'] This argues a 
high esteem of him, for the princely qualities which it is 
likely appeared in him. Though sometimes the affections 
of kings are unaccountable, and they prefer those who do 
not deserve it. 

Ver. 20. And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath 
Ms son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house.] The 
queen had as great a fondness for the child, as the king 
had for his father; and would have him nursed and weaned 
in Pharaoh's palace. 

And Genubath was in Pharaoh's household among the 
sons of Pharaoh.] He was educated among the king's 
children, as if he had been of them; which gave Hadad, 
no doubt, great reputation. 

Ver. 21. And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David 
slept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host 
was dead.] Whom he dreaded more than David; having 
done that terrible execution upon his country, of destroy- 
ing their onales for six months together. 

Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to 
tny own country.] Which he hoped to recover, now that the 
great enemies of it were dead, and Solomon young. 

Ver. 22. Then Plwraoh said unto him, But wliat hast 
thou lacked with me, that thou seekest to go to thine own 
country? And he answered, Nothing: howbeit let me go in 
any wise.] Nothing would satisfy him, but to go and at- 
tempt the regaining the dominion of Edom. Which some 
fancy he did, by .the intercession of Pharaoh, who per- 
suaded Solomon to .let him reign in Edom, paying him a 
tribute ; which now in the end of Solomon's reign he denied 
to pay, and rebelled against him. But this proceeds upon 
a supposition, that when David died Solomon was mar- 
ried, which is not true.. Nor is it certain that he was .the 
same Pharaoh whose daughter Solomon married, that had 
been so kind as to educate Hadad. It seems to me more 
likely, that though Hadad ventured to his own country, he 
durst not attempt any thing till Solomon began to decline 
in the favour of God, and of his people too. For if Hadad 
had moved any change of government, Solomon had forces 
enough to suppress him; and in his vigorous age, no 
doubt, would have done it; he being so great a prince, and 
having so many chariots and horsemen always ready, that 
I am apt to think Hadad did not so much as enter into his 
Own country, but lived somewhere near it ; watching an 
opportunity to get possession of it; which he found in the 
conclusion of Solomon's reign. 

Ver. 23. And , God stirred him up another adversary, 
Rezon the son of Eli&dah, which fled from, his lord Hada- 
dezer king of Zobah.] When he saw his army beaten by 
king David, 2 Sam. viii. 3. 

Ver. 24. And he gathered men unto him, and became cap- 
tain over a band,- when David sleio them of Zobah.] Some 
of those that fled, when David defeated Hadadezcr, en- 
listed themselves under .Rezon; who became their com- 
mander. And it is probable, he. lived after the manner of 
the Arabians, by plunder and robbery, all the days of Da- 
vid, aud the best part of Solomon's reign. 



And they went to Damascus, and dwelt therein, and 
reigned in Damascus.] Not in the days of David, who had 
put a garrison into Damascus, and brought the people un- 
der tribute, (2 Sam. viii. 5, 6.) And so they continued sub- 
ject unto Solomon; till he, doating upon strange women, 
minded not the defence of his conquests. Which RezoTi 
took the advantage of, and invaded and got possession of 
Damascus, and reigned there, as Hadad did in Edom. 

Ver. 25. And he was an adversary to Israel all the days" 
of Solomon.] This is not to be understood of the whole 
reign of Solomon, which for the most part was peaceable, 
(as was observed before, iv. 20. 25.) but of all the days 
which remained of his life, from the time that his "wives 
publicly exercised their idolatry, unto the day of his death. 

Beside the mischief that Hadad did.] This signifies, as 
Abarbinel thinks, that Hadad durst not have rebelled 
against Solomon, if Hadad had not led him the way ; but 
seeing what success he had in Edom, he and his men seized 
on Damascus. 

And he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria.] In 
combination with Hadad he defied Israel, and made him- 
self king, not only of Damascus, but over all the country, 
thereabout. 

Ver. 26. And Jeroboam the son ofNebat, an Ephrathite 
ofZereda, Solomon's servant.] In a public employment. 

( Wliose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow-woman), even 
he lifted up his hand against the king.] Not against king So-" 
Iomon, that we read of, but against his son; to whom he. 
gave great disturbance, as soon as Solomon was dead. 

Ver. 27. And this was tlie cause that he lifted up his hand 
against the king : Solomon built Millo, and repaired the 
breaches of the city of David his father.] This was .the oc- 
casion of Jeroboam's advancement, as it follows in the next, 
verse. For Solomon being engaged in many, buildings^ 
chose fitting persons to overseo his works; among which. 
Jeroboam was one. Who took this opportunity to work in 
the people a disiaflection to Solomon and his government, 
as Abarbinel and other of the Jews imagine. For he re- 
presented, say they, the building of Millo as a work of va- 
nity, only to gratify Pharaoh's daughter: and the breaches 
of the city of David they take to have been only open 
places, at which people might enter and come easily 'many 
ways to the king's palace ; whereas, being stopped up by 
Solomon, access was not so easy,, but they were forced to 
go about. This was represented as a grievance, especially 
since such heavy burdens were laid upon the people to 
maintain these expenses. But the te;xt suggests nothing 
of this. 

Ver. 28. And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of 
valour.] Of great courage and strength of body. 

And Solomon seeing the young man that he was industri- 
ous.] Very diligent in the business wherein he had employed 
him, of looking over his works. 

He made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Jo*; 
seph.] Gave him greater preferment, which was to. look 
after the revenue of a whole province — the tribe of Eph- 
raim, and, as some think, Manasseh also. This was q, 
high obligation upon him; but it made him, the Hebrew 
doctors think, only more presumptuous to instil discontent 
into the people, who were unnecessarily burdened to sup- 
port Solomon's vanity in such vast buildings as he under- 
took. If Jeroboam was guilty of joining with the people in 
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their murmurings, and increasing them, this cannot properly 
be called lifting up the hand, that is, rebelling against So- 
lomon : but was a preparation for it, and disposed tho 
people to the revolt which afterward followed. 

Ver. 29. And it came to pass at that time, when Jeroboam 
went out of Jerusalem.] Where he had been, it is likely, to 
give up his accounts, and was returning to his charge. 

Tliat the prophet Ahij ah the Shilonite found him in the 
way.'] Met with him as he was going along. Some of the 
Jewish doctors will have this prophet to be one of those 
who came out of Egypt with Moses, and therefore must be 
five hundred years old. (See Selden, lib. ii. dc Synedr. 
p. 668.) Which, if it could be believed, made him the 
fitter person to reprove Jeroboam afterward for the sin of 
the golden calves, and also for the rebellion which he had 
seen punished in Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

And he had clad himself with a new garment.] That he 
might make the better appearance at court, when he waited 
on the king. 

And they two were alone in the field.'] The prophet, I 
suppose, took Jeroboam aside to speak with him privately: 
for it cannot be thought that Jeroboam had no servants to 
attend him; but they were bid to stay where they were, 
until the prophet and he went to confer about some pri- 
vate business. ' * 
• Ver. 30. AndAhijah caught the new garment thattvas on 
him, and rent it in twelve pieces.] An emblem of what fol- 
lowed, or rather a prediction of it: for there were two 
ways in thoso ancient days of foretelling things; one in 
express wordsj the other in signs and resemblances ; ac- 
cording' to the manner of the eastern people in the eldest 
times. Many instances we have of it, after this of Ahijah. 
As Zedekiah made himself a pair of iron horns, and said to 
Ahab, " With these shalt thou push the Syrians/' &c. (xxii. 
11.) Elisha also foretold the victories of Joash, by shoot- 
ing arrows and stamping on the ground so .many times, 
(2 Kings xiii. 18, &c.) Jeremiah foretold the fulling down 
©f Jerusalem's pride, by the rotting of his girdle, where it 
was buried by Euphrates; and a great many more in the 
Old Testament, which continued in the New; Agabus fore- 
telling the bonds of St. Paul, by binding his own hands and 
feet with St. Paul's girdle. 

Ver. 31. And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee* ten pieces; 
for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will 
rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and tvill give 
ten tribes to thee.] Whence it is called frequently the king- 
dom of the ten tribes. 

Ver. 32. (But he shall have one tribe.] Besides his own. 
Or Benjamin and Judah may be looked upon but as one 
tribe; both of them having a share in the city of Jerusalem, 
and lying near one to the other. 

For my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, 
the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel).] 
See above, ver. 13. 

Ver. 33. Because they have forsaken me, and have wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and Che- 
mosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the 
children of Ammon.] It seems by this, that some of the 
people, at least of Solomon's court, followed his bad 
example. 

' And have not walked in my ways, to do that which is 
right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judg- 



ments, as did David his father.] 'Hris was a great aggrava- 
tion of his sin, that he had so good a father ; who had given 
him an excellent education under Nathan the prophet, (as 
I observed, 2 Sam. xii. 25.) and a most pious example; 
having never gone after other gods, but celebrated the 
praises of the Lord with the highest strains of love and de- 
votion. 

Ver. 34. Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out 
of his hand.] No, not the kingdom of the ten tribes; which 
Solomon held as long as he lived. These and the follow- 
ing words explain the threatening, (ver. 32.) of rending the 
kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, not to be meant of 
taking any part of it from him, during his life. 

But will make him a prince all the days of his life for 
David my servant's sake, because he kept my command- 
ments and my statutes.] This was an admonition to Jero- 
boam not to molest Solomon in his lifetime, by raising re- 
bellion against him; and also to walk in God's ways as 
David did, and not fall into idolatry; for which sin God 
resolved to punish Solomon so severely, as to rend the 
greatest part of his kingdom from his posterity. 
• Ver. 35. But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand* 
and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.] He bids him not 
doubt of what he promised; but he must stay for it till 
Solomon was dead. 

Ver. 36. And unto his son tvill I give one tribe.] He saith 
one tribe, though there were two ; because (as Abarbinel 
observes) they had their portion and possession together 
in Jerusalem; and, though two tribes, were both called by 
the name of Judah; because of the eminence and glory of 
that tribe; which was so great, that, before the division of 
the kingdom, Judah is often mentioned as distinct from the 
rest of Israel. (See 1 Sam." xi. 8. 2 Sam. v. 5.) 

Tliat David my servant may Jiave a light alway before 
me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen to put my 
name there.] By a light is meant a succession of kings, who 
are called the light of the people, (as David is, 2 Sam. 
xxi. 17.) because they cheer them by their comfortable in- 
fluence, when they govern well. And these are said to be 
before God in Jerusalem; because there he dwelt where 
they reigned. 

Ver. 37. And I will take thee.] From that condition 
wherein he was, and place him on a throne, as here follows. 
. And thou shalt reign according to all that thy soul de- 
sireth.] Have a very flourishing kingdom. 

And shalt be king over Israel.] Bnt not reign in Jeru- 
salem. 

Ver. 38. And it shalt be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that 
I commanded thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that 
which is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my com- 
mandments, as David my servant did, that I will be with 
thee, and build thee a' sure house, as I built for David.] The 
same promise that he made to David, 2 Sam. vii. 16. only 
he doth not say he would establish Ma kingdom for ever. 

And will give Israel itnto thee.] Make them his obedient 
subjects. 

Ver. 39. And I will for this.] For their sin, mentioned 
ver. 33. 

Afflict the house of David.] By this rending the greatest 
part of the kingdom from them. 

But not for ever.] For in the days of the Messiah, saith 
Rasi, the kingdom shall be restored to the house of David. 
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And he might have added, that few returned out of their 
captivity but the house of Judah, who were delivered in a 
wonderful manner from Babylon. 

Ver. 40. Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam.'] A 
sign of his dotage; that he could entertain a thought of en- 
deavouring to defeat the purpose of God! But how he 
came to know what was secretly transacted between Ahi- 
jah and Jeroboam alone, is a great question. Perhaps the 
prophet made no scruple 'to report what he had delivered 
in the name of the tord. Or, Jeroboam himself, being 
puffed 'up with *his assurance, could not contain, but told 
it to some of his confidants, who spread it abroad. Or, his 
servants, though they heard! not a word spoken, yet seeing 
the rending of his garment into twelve parts, and the giving 
ten to him, might speak of it: the meaning of which Solo- 
mon easily understood ; being told (by the same prophet, 
perhaps) that the kingdom should be rent from him, and 
given to his servant, ver. 11. 

And Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt."] This was a 
common refuge fot discontented people. And it may seem 
strange that the king of Egypt, being nearly allied to So- 
lomon, either his father-in-law, or brothcr-in-law(formany 
think the father of Solomon's wife was dead), should give 
such persons entertainment. But it is to be considered 
that kingdoms are never married; and prineds commonly 
regard only their own interest. 

Unto Shisliak king of Egypt.] All the kings of Egypt had 
the title of Pharaoh, even from the time of Abraham: but 
we never find any of them, till now, called by his proper 
name, to distinguish from other Pharaoh's ; unless Remesis 
(Gen. xlvii. 11.) be the name of a king, not of a country. 
Now all agree that this is the great king who is Called by 
the Greeks Sesostris: who having subdued Ethiopia, ex- 
tended his conquests into Asia, as far as the Assyrians 
and Medes, as Joscphus tells us, who calls him Scthosis, 
lib. i. contra Apion. 

And was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.] Being 
protected by Shishak: who, it is likely, was now projecting 
the great conquests he made afterward. 

Ver. 41. And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that 
he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of 
the acts of Solomon?] All the kings of Israel, as Abarbinel 
thinks, maintained some wise men, who wrote all that 
passed in their reign. Perhaps this was begun by Solomon 
(for we read not of any book of the acts of David), and 
out of these annals, the sacred writer of this book took 
what he thought most useful, and omitted the rest, which 
he did not judge so necessary and instructive. 

Ver. 42. And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem 
over all Israel.] There seems to have been no need to say 
he reigned in Jerusalem, since he reigned over all Israel; 
if it had not been to shew the great tranquillity of his reign. 
Which was such, that he did not go out to war as other 
kings, but lived quietly in his royal city. 

Was forty years.] He lost the great privilege of long 
life, which God promised if he performed such sincere 
obedience as David did ; unto whose age he did not attain. 

Ver. 43. And Solomon slept with his fathers, and teas 
buried in the city of David his father ; and Kehoboam his 
son reigned in his stead.] Thus concludes the history of this 
great man; without any the least mention of his repent- 
ance; though he saw terrible punishments coming upon his 



family. "Which should have moved him (one would think) 
to pull down the high places he had built for idolatrous 
worship, and abandon all his strange wives; and done some 
remarkable honour to the Lord God of Israel. Which if 
he did, the Divine writer did not think fit to record it, but 
to leave all ill uncertainty, and leave a blot upon his me- 
mory; that all posterity might have a frightful example of 
human weakness, and learn thereby to watch and pray, lest 
they enter into temptation. 



chAf*, xij. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Rehobtitfnt went to Sliechetn.] A multUudJ 
of children was accounted a great blessing among the Is- 
raelites: but if Sol6inon had any more besides this son and 
two daughters, mentioned iv. 11.15. this holy writer would 
not do him the honour to mention them, but passes them 
by in silence: nor doth he vouchsafe to acquaint us (as i$ 
usual) in the beginning of his story, from whom Rehoboam 
was descended by themother's side; but in the conclusion 
mentions it twice (xiv. 21. 31.) that she was an Ammori- 
itess, one of an infamous nation. Howsoever, though he 
was not entirely an Israelite, he pretended to the king- 
dom; being the eldest, if not the only son of Solomon, to 
whom it belonged by the law then Established; which ever 
after continued in Judah. That which follows shews this 
was the opinion of all the people. 

For all Israel were come to Shecheinto make him king.] 
To acknowledge him for their sovereign, as rightful sue-'" 
cessor to Solomon. They met for this purpose at Slie- 
chem, because it was the most convenient place, being m 
the middle of the kingdotn: or, a^ others think, bfecaiise' 
it was in the tribe of Ephraim; where they could speak 
their minds more freely than they durst at Jerusalem, which? 
was in the tribe of Judah. Arid this hath sorhe colour in' 
it, from what follows; that they sent for Jeroboam to" meet 
them there, who would riot venture to come to Jerusalem'/ 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who was' yet in Egypt, heard of it.] The words of it 
are not in the original, but only that he heard: either of 
this meeting, or of the death of Solomon, or both: for he 
could not hear of this meeting without hearing of his' 
death. 

(For he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and 
Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt).] As hath been related in the 
foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 3. Tlutt they sent and called him.] At the same* 
time that he heard of this meeting, and the occasion of it/ 
a message came to him from the assembly, to desire his' 
assistance. . 

And Jeroboam and alt the congregation of Israel came, 
and spake unto Rehoboam, saying.] By all the congregation] 
is meant all their elders, arid heads of their tribes; who 
chose Jeroboam to be their speaker. 

Ver. 4. Thy father made our yoke grievous: now there- 
fore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his] 
heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we tvill serve 
thee!] They begin with a complaint against the former go- . 
vernment; but promise to submit to Rehoboam as their 
king, and be his faithful subjects, if he would promise to 
ease them of those burdens which his father had imposed 
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on thern. Which were not so heavy as they represented 
them; considering the peace and plenty they enjoyed, (iv. 
25.) and the vast riches he brought into the kingdom: so 
that silver was nothing accounted of in his days, (x. 21.) 
But people are more sensible of the smallest pressures, 
than of all their enjoyments: and most sensible of the least 
burden, when they are at perfect ease. Such were the tri- 
butes he exacted for his buildings, the expenses of his 
family, and maintenance of chariots and horsemen, which 
wero all for the honour of the nation, and employed great 
numbers of them, Abarbinel thinks it is possible, when 
war was raised by Hadad and by Rezon against him, in his 
latter days, the tribute might be increased, and occasion 
their grumbling. But howsoever that be, it is observable 
that they make no complaints at all of Solomon's idolatry, 
and the strange worship he introduced; about w T hich they 
were not concerned, but rather complied with him. (See 
xi. 33.) 

Ver. 5. And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, 
then come again to me. And the people departed.'] He de- 
sired time to consider, in so weighty a business ; pretend- 
ing, I suppose, he would examine the truth of their alle- 
gations : otherwise it had been dangerous to send them 
away ^without any answer, when it was evident they were 
disgusted. . 

Ver. (>. And king Rehoboam.] By this it is plain he had 
a title to the kingdom; though they had not yet made a 
recognition, as we speak, of his authority. 
. Conmltedwith the old men that stood before Solomon his 
father, tvhile he yet lived.'] Solomon was so wise, as in his 
best days not to depend solely on his own wisdom; but 
had other wise men, with whom he advised, as his coun- 
sellors, in all matters of moment. 

And said, How do ye advise, that I may anstver this peo- 
ple?] Being men of great experience, who had learned, no 
doubt, much wisdom under so wise a king as Solomon, he 
had reason both to consult such sages, and to depend upon/ 
their advice, as likely to be most prudent and safe, 
. Ver. 7 f And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be 
a servant unto this people to-day, and wilt, serve them, and 
answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will 
be thy servants for ever.] This was most solid advice, to 
get possession of the kingdom, and then he might govern 
as his father had done. .And he might easily be possessed 
of it, by condescending to them for once, and giving them 
such an answer as they desired ; which would oblige them 
to him for ever. For to be their servant one day, signified 
no more than to court them with good words, and kind 
promises, to be an easy governor of them : which would 
win their hearts, and make them submit cheerfully to him ; 
and give him the same power which his father had. 

Ver. 8. But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which 
they gave him.] He was proud and vain, I suppose, and 
scorned to court his people ; expecting obedience unto 
him, as an absolute monarch. 

And consulted with young men that were grown up with 
him, and stood before him.] He had made some of his fa- 
miliars, who had been bred up with him and attended him, 
to be now of his privy-council: men inexperienced, and 
who understood not the humour of the people ; which is a 
frequent fault of new kings, who, to shew their power, pre- 
sently change their counsellors, and put in new officers ; to 



gratify all their dependants ; not considering who > arc 
wisest, but who have been their companions. 

Ver. 9. And he said unto them, Wlxat counsel give ye, 
that xve may answer this people who have spoken to me, 
saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us 
lighter?] It is likely he told them what the old counsellors 
had said ; who, they thought, w r cre too timorous, and there- 
fore give more bold and fierce advice. 

Ver. 10. And the young men that were grown up-with 
him spake unto him, saying.] They were not so young but 
they might have had more wit (if they had not been men of 
pleasure); for Rehoboam being one-and-forty years old 
when he began to reign, (xiv. 21.) and these men growing 
up with him, were about the same ageJ 

Tims shalt thou speak unto the people that spake unto 
thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make 
thou it lighter to us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My 
little finger shall be thicker than my fathers loi7is.] They 
advise him to threaten to lay burdens upon them as much 
heavier than his father's, as the loins are thicker than the 
little finger: words of infamy, madness, stupidity, and full 
of lies, as Abarbinel here glosses: for he magnifies him- 
self, as if his power excelled his father's, unto whom he 
was nothing comparable. And if it had been true, it did 
not become him to boast on this fashion; but he ought 
rather to have highly magnified the glory and majesty of 
his father. 

Ver. 11. And now whereas my father did lade you with 
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke.] What a senseless 
stupidity was this (as the same author proceeds) to grant 
the accusation to be true which they brought against his 
father, and not rather to have excused and defended so 
excellent a prince, from whom they could not but acknow- 
ledge they had received exceeding great benefits? 

My father hath chastised you with whips, but I will clias- 
tise yon with scorpions.] This is still worse, to accuse his 
father of such severity (which the people did not), that he 
treated the Israelites like beasts : for a whip is for a horse, 
as Solomon observes, Prov. xxvi. 3. And who could 
endure to hear him say, that he would treat them far more 
severely, and tear, their very flesh in pieces? For that is 
meant by scorpions, whips withrowelsin them (as Ave speak), 
which Abarbinel calls iron thorns. (See Bochartus, in his 
Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. iv, cap. 32.) Ralbag simply 
calls them thorns tied to a w T hip, which grievously pricked 
and tore the flesh, (Sec Carpzovius upon Schickard s Jus 
Regium, cap, 2. Theor, 7. p. 143.) What people could 
bear this with patience, or endure to come under the yoke 
of such a furious prince? 

Ver. J 2. So Jeroboam and all the people came to Reho- 
boam the third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come 
again the third day.] In which time wiser thoughts, one 
Avould have expected, should have taken place : but Solo- 
mon had observed, that " there is no counsel, nor under- 
standing, nor wisdom, against the Lord," (Prov. xxi. 3Q.) 
whose doing this was, as it follows, ver. 15. 

Ver. 13. And the king answered the people roughly, and 
forsook the counsel of the old men which they gave him.] He 
answered them like a tyrant, not like a king. 

, Ver. 14. And spake to them after the counsel of the 
young men.] Which was most suitable to a prince pf a 
high and violent spirit. 
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Saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add 
to your yoke: my father also chastised you with whips, but 
I will chastise you with scorpions.] He thought, it is likely, 
to have frighted them into obedience by this blustering lan- 
guage, which justly made him odious. 

Ver. 15. Wlierefore the king hearkened not unto thepeople 
of Israel.'] Who desired to be eased of their burdens. 

For the cause was from the Lord, that he might perform 
his saying, which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite 
unto Jeroboam the son ofNebat.] God infatuated his coun- 
sels to bring about his own design. Otherwise, he could 
not have been so blinded, as not to see how basely he re- 
flected upon his father; and how unlikely it was that the 
people would submit to such a power as he intended to 
exercise over them. But, as Livy excellently speaks, " fatis 
urgentibus rempublicam, omnia salutaria monita spernun- 
tur." And here one cannot but observe the vast difference 
there is between the sacred and profane historians. The 
intention of the former is to possess men's minds with a 
sense of Divine Providence, .which, secretly rules in all 
public, as well as private affairs. Machiavel himself, 
though far from being religious, was sensible of an over- 
ruling power interposing in all things, which few historians 
acknowledge so as they ought: but rather write, as if they 
would not have their reader think of any thing but the 
wisdom, strength, and policy, of those that manage affairs, 
without any consideration of the care. God takes of them. 
Of this Hermannus Conringius thinks Polybius himself to 
have been guilty, whatsoever-excuses Casaubon makes for 
him. (De Civili Prudentia, cap. 14.) 

Ver. 16. So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened 
not unto them, the people answered the king, saying; What 
portion have we in David?] They renounce all interest in 
him, and in his family. 

Neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse.] So they 
call David in a contemptuous .and scornful manner. 
Wherein they have left us an exact picture of an ungrate- 
ful world, as Victorinus Strigelius' here speaks. For no 
eloquence is able to express the great merits of David to 
the children of Israel. 

To your tents, O Israel. Now see to thy own house, David. 
So Israel departed to their tents.] They left Rehoboam, and 
bade him look, to his own affairs ; for they would have no- 
thing to do with him. Thus other kingdoms have been 
overturned by the folly of heady young men: as an old 
poet observes in Tully's book de Scnectute, cap. G. .where 
he quotes these verses out of Naevius in a play of. his, in 
which one asks, . k , 

" Cedo, qui vestram Rempublicam tantam amisistis tam 
cilo." ; • 

Tell me, I beseech thee, how you came to lose such a famous 
commonwealth so quickly ? 

Unto which he brings in another returning this answer, 
* Provcntabant oratores novi, stulti adolesecntuli." 

There arose up new orators, a company of foolish youtlis. 

Upon which Cato makes this remark ; viz. 

• " Temeritas est florentis aetatis, prudentia senescentis." 

Rashness is the property of youth, prudence belongs to 
old age. 

VOL. II. 
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Ver. 17. But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in 
the cities ofJudah, Rehoboam reigned over them.] As several 
of the Simeonites also did ; who were very nearly situated 
toJudah. 

Ver. 18. Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was 
over the tribute.] This was a new piece of imprudence, to 
send one to treat with them, when they were so highly ex- 
asperated ; and to send him (with promises, perhaps, of 
easing them, when it was too late) who had the principal 
care of those tributes, of which they complained. For peo- 
ple hate those that are the instruments of their oppression,, 
or any way employed in it. * . < 

[ And all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died.] There 
was a general uproar against him ; in which they commit- 
ted* this barbarity against tho law of all nations; which 
prohibits any violence to be done to a king's ambassador. 
But in their rage, the king feared (it appears by the next 
words) they would have no respect to himself. 

TJierefore king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his 
chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.] This seems to be a further, 
imprudence; for, he should have maintained his ground 
and kept footing (as we speak) in the country of Israel; 
from whence it might not have been easy for them to expel 
him : but fear is as bad an adviser as fury. This is the first 
time that we read of a king riding in a chariot ; for wc ne- 
ver read that either Saul, of David, or Solomon, rode in 
them : but after the division of the kingdom, there is fre- 
quent mention of the use of them both by the kings, of 
Judah and Israel. l 

Ver. 19. So Israel rebelled against the house of David 
unto this day.] Would no longer be governed by any, of 
David's race; who had been their deliverer from their 
powerful enemies. The remembrance of which might Jiave 
made them more patient; and not so forward to revolt 
from a family to which they had been so much obliged.. 
But old kindnesses are laid asleep, and people are strangely, 
forgetful of benefits, as Pindar speaks, in Isthmia, ode 7. 

'AXXa iraAcua yap tvStt 
Xapi£, afxvauovee Si fiporol. 

This defection from the family of David is justly called 
a rebellion, as Salianus notes in his Annals; for though 
God willed this defection as a punishment of sin, yet they 
did wickedly who were the authors of it. And though the 
family of Solomon deserved such a punishment, yet the 
people had no just reason to forsake their legal prince. 
For they had no order from God for it: and Rehoboam's 
answer to them did not deserve such a resentment; much 
less so sudden and inconsiderate. Nor did the prophetical 
prediction warrant it : which might have been fulfilled some 
other way, than by such a violent throwing off his go- 
vernment. m , . 

Ver. 20. And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that 
Jeroboam was come again.] The great men had seen him, 
and needed 'not to be informed of his return ; (ver. 3.) but 
now the news was spread over all the country. 

That they sent, and called him to the congregation.] . From 
his tent, unto which he was gone, as other people were, 
(ver. 1G.) 

And made him king over all Israel.] Without any condi^ 
tion, that we can find, though it is likely he promised to 
case them of all their burdens. 

'3K 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



430 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. XIX, 



Tliere was none that followed the house of David but the 
tribe ofJudah only.*] Which comprehends Benjamin also, 
being one with it, as was observed before, (xi. 31, 32.) And 
it was by the singular providence of God, that they were 
not also tempted to desert such a haughty prince as Relio- 
boam was. 

Ver. 21. And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 
assembled all the house ofJudah, with the tribe of Benjamin, 
a hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were 
warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the 
kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.} This was 
a very potent tribe, especially assisted by Benjamin, and 
wanted not affection to tho house of David, which they had 
expressed upon all occasions ; and were ready now, with 
a very numerous army, to fall upon the Israelites, before 
their new king was settled in his throne, and bring them 
back to their rightful king. 

Ver. 22. But the word of God came to Sliemaiah the man 
* of God, saying*] A person, known to be a prophet, "was 
sent to them from God with a message, before they marched 
to the country of Israel. 

Ver. 23. Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king 
of Judah.] God himself owns him for no more than king 
ofJudah. 

And to all the house ofJudah and Benjamin, and to the 
remnant of the people, saying J] Unto those mentioned 
ver. 17. 

Ver. 24. Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up to fight 
against your brethren the children of Israel: turn every 
man to his house; for this thing is from me.] Who was re- 
solved to maintain what ho had done. It was the intention 
and design of God to make Jeroboam king; but he did 
not stay for his appointment, but usurped the kingdom by 
the help of certain vain fellows, who raised a sedition 
against Rehoboam. (See 2 Chron. xiii. 5 — 7.) And be- 
sides, God did not promise to set his posterity upon his 
throne" (as he did to David and Solomon), unless he kept 
his commandments, which he did not : and therefore, 
though he saith the thing was from him, yet the setting his 
son upon the throne after him, and the succeeding kings, 
was not from Kim ; but in Hoseahe saith, (viii. 4.) TJiey 
have set zip kings, but not by me: they have set up princes, 
and I knew it not; i. e. did not approve it. 

They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and 
returned to depart,, according to the word of the Lord.] 
Now Rehoboam was cool, and began to be wise, in not 
resisting the counsel of God, who had taken the kingdom 
from him ; but submitting to his decree, and bearing it 
patiently. The people, at least, were of this mind, and 
persuaded him not to engage in a war, wherein God would 
appear against him. According to the counsel of Menan- 
der mentioned byStrigelius, Mfj Stofiaxti, jurjSc irpoaayov t^j 
TipayfiaTi xtifiwvae iripovg, -roue §^ avaytcaiovg <£lp£. Fight 
not against God; neither do any thing to bring upon thy- 
self neiv storms and tempests : but bear those that are neces- 
sary, and cannot be avoided. 

Ver. 25. Then Jeroboam built Shechem in Mount Ephraim, 
and dwelt therein.] For there it is likely they chose him 
king ; and therefore he enlarged and beautified it (which is 
meant by built), to be his royal'seat. 

And he went out from thence, and built Fennel*] But this 
did not satisfy him, he removed from thence to another 



city, which ho also built; and so became a builder as well 
as Solomon, with whose building* he is thought to have 
found fault. 

Ver. 2G. And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the 
kingdom return to the house of David.] Though God had 
told him he would build him a sure house, (xi. 37, 38.) if 
he kept his commandments, yet he did not trust to his pro- 
mise; but after he had been some time possessed of the 
kingdom, began to fear a revolt of the people, if he per- 
mitted them to worship God according to the law; and so 
contrived to make an alteration in religion. 

Ver. 27. If the people go up to do sacrifice in the house 
of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people 
turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of 
Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam 
king ofJudah^] All the people of Israel being bound at tho 
three great feasts to go up to Jerusalem to worship; as 
also, upon other solemn occasions, devout persons going 
thither to offer gifts and sacrifices ; he was afraid they 
would bo so taken with the splendour and magnificence of 
the temple, and of the royal city, and recal to memory the 
famous acts of David and Solomon, who were buried 
there ; and the king would find such means to oblige them, 
and the priests and Levitcs .so solicit them to unite them- 
selves again to Judah (who appeared to have the better 
cause, having the temple in possession where God dwelt), 
that they would be drawn not only to forsake him, but to 
kill him. For besides all this, their belief of one only 
God was the principal cause of union among them: and 
next to that was their worshipping God at one only place* 
Therefore, instead of consulting God, and committing him- 
self to him, who could and would have preserved him in 
the kingdom he had given bim, notwithstanding all these 
dangers; he took counsel, as it here folloAVs, of such as 
were governed only by reasons of state, and devised how 
to establish himself by wicked inventions. 

The Talmudists, after their manner, add another reason 
why he took the following resolution. For, saith R. Nach- 
man, (in the Gcmara of the Sanhedrin, cap. 11. n. 4G.) the 
custom being that none should sit in the court of the tem- 
ple, but only the king of the house of David, he thought 
with himself, that if the people saw Rehoboam sit, and 
him stand, they would conclude tho former to be king, and 
Jeroboam but his servant. Another reason is alleged by 
Kimchi: when the year of release came, Jeroboam said 
within himself, it is written, (Dcut. xxxi. 10, 11,) " At the 
end of every seventh year thou shalt read this law in the 
ears of all Israel/' &c. Now if I attempt to read it, the 
people will say, The king who. is in the place which God 
hath chosen (i. e. Jerusalem) must read first, and so I must 
read it after him, which will be a disgrace to me ; and if I 
read it not at all it will be worse, for I shall be thought pro- 
fane. But these, and such-like, are frivolous reasons, for 
his resolution to draw the people from the worship of God 
according to the law, at his own house at Jerusalem. 

Ver. 28. Whereupon the king took counsel.] Of some se- 
cular politicians, who, if they could but preserve the civil 
government, cared not what became of religion. The Jews 
in the place abovementioned, in the Sanhedrin, tell the 
story in this manner; That he summoned a council, con- 
sisting partly of pious, partly of wicked men ; whom he 
asked whether they would subscribe to all (hat he or- 
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dered. They answered, Yes. Then he said, he would be 
constituted their king: to which they consenting, he asked 
if they would obey him. To which there being a reaily 
compliance, he added, Even though I command you to 
serve idols ? at which the pious men startled, and were full 
of indignation; but their wicked neighbours whispered to 
them, saying, Do you think Jeroboam will honour idols ? 
he saith this only'to try your obedience. And so even 
Ahijah himself was drawn in, by this fraud, to subscribe 
to what he proposed, that they would be obedient in all 
things without exception. 

And made two calves of gold.] One egg, as Bochartus 
speaks, is not more like to another, than these calves 
were to that which Aaron made. Only, as the Jews say in 
Sanhedrin, till Jeroboam's time the Israelites sucked but one 
calf; but from that time they sucked two. They were of 
the same matter with Aaron's, and made for the same rea- 
son : his, because Moses was absent ; and these, because 
the holy city (where the temple, the altar, the priests of 
God were) they could not come to with safety. And as 
Aaron, so Jeroboam learnt this calf-worship in Egypt, 
where he lived for some years. The LXX. translate these 
words; Suo Sa/xaAttc XP V( ™c> two she-calves; and so doth 
Josephus : and the prophet Hosea also speaks of them in 
the feminine gender, (x. 5.) by way of contempt and de- 
spisal, as Bochartus thinks. It is not improbable (as some 
learned men have conjectured), that he made two calves, 
in imitation of the Egyptians, with whom he had con- 
versed, who had a couple of oxen which they worshipped; 
Apis at Memphis, the metropolis of the upper Egypt; and 
Mnevis at Hierapolis, which was the chief city of the 
lower. 

And said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem.] Or, as some expound the Hebrew words, You 
have gone long enough to Jerusalem. 

Behold thy gods, O Israel, xvhich brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt.] The very same words that Aaron had 
spoken, Exodl xxxii. 4. and they had the same meaning. 
For he would have them think, that there was no need of 
going up to Jerusalem, three times a year, with labour and 
charge ; when the true God, who brought their fathers out 
of Egypt, dwelt among them there no less than at Jerusa- 
lem. For God is every where in his essence (it is likely 
he told them), and cannot be included in any place; and 
if they required any special symbols of his presence, be- 
hold, here they were in those calves which he set up. As 
if every man had power to devise, out of his own head, a 
symbol of God's presence. (See Vossius, de Orig. et Progr. 
Idolol.lib. i. cap. 3.) 

Ver. 29. And he set the one in Beth-el, and the other 
put he in Dan.] The former of which was in the south, the 
latter in the north of the country of Israel ; and as Beth-el 
was in every body's opinion a sacred place (having been 
consecrated by Jacobs when God appeared to him there 
more than once), so Dan had been famous for the teraphim 
of Micah : unto which there had been great resort, a long 
time, (Judg. xviii. 30.) For such reasons as these, it is 
likely, lie waved his royal city, which was Shechcm ; and 
chose these two places for the residence of the Divine Ma- 
jesty: for so he pretended that these calves represented 
God; whom he did not forsake, but worshipped him in 
these symbols of his presence. 
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Ver. 30. And this became a sin.] Led them into foul 
idolatry: for that was the sin which Jeroboam is so often 
accused of: and the settling a calf in Dan was a high 
aggravation of their sin -/there being no pretence for two 
calves ; nor for placing one there, where God had never 
been extraordinarily present. 

For the people went to tvorship before the one, even unto 
Dan.] Which place being in the extreme part of the coun- 
try, yet the people were so zealous in their idolatry, that 
they travelled to oflcr sacrifice there ; so that ihey who 
thought it grievous to go to -worship God ,at Jerusalem, 
did not think much to go a great deal further to worship 
ail idol. This seems to me the simplest meaning ; which 
others take to be, that they who dwelt in Beth-el were so 
zealous, that they would go as. far as Dan to worship the 
other calf. I . ; T\ ,r tf 

Ver. 31. And he made a house of high places.] That is, 
saith Abarbinel, he made' a house, or temple at Dan; 
wherein there was not ono altar only, as there was at 
Jerusalem, but a great many high places. 

And made priests of the lowest of the people, which were 
not of the sons of Levi.] The Hebrew words miketzoth haam 
should not be interpreted the lowest of the people; but, as 
the same Abarbinel expounds it, out of all the people ; he 
made any body a priest, though he was not of the sons of 
Levi. And Bochartus hath justified this exposition, by a 
great many , examples of the use of these words in other 
places. To this Jeroboam was forced, because the Le- 
vites would not serve his impiety, (2'Chron. xi. 14.) and 
therefore he expelled them all, and seized on their cities 
and lands. Whereby, as he eased the people of paying 
their tithes, there being none to demand them ; so he gra- 
tified them by making priests out of every tribe arid fa- 
mily ; even in the extremest part of the country, as the 
Hebrew words signify. Thus as he transferred the king- 
dom from the house of David, so he transferred the priest- 
hood from the family of Aaron, and' let it loose, that any 
body might be admitted to that honourable employment. 
Which was a very popular thing, and ingratiated him, no ' 
doubt, with the Israelites. And. Cornel. Bertram thinks, 
that as he had priests, so he had Levites also of the same 
stamp ; that" is, some .to officiate under the priests, as they 
did. The former he called cohenim, as they were called in 
Judah; the other he called cemarim, who ministered as the 
Levites did ; but in black, not in white garments, and 
thence had their name. (De Republ. Judaica, cap. 16.) 

Ver. 32. And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth 
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast 
that is hi Judah.] That is, the feast of tabernacles; which 
by the law was to bo celebrated on the fifteenth day of the 
seventh month. This he altered, and, as Abarbinel thinks, 
might possibly give this reason for his impious presump- 
tion; that this feast being instituted by God after the gather- 
ing of their fruits, which were sooner ripe about Jerusalem 
than in the northern parts of the country; ho pretended the 
eighth month would be abetter time for it than the seventh; 
because then they would be every where gathered. But 
his chief intention in this change, was to alienate the peo- 
ple from the rites observed at Jerusalem. 

And he offered upon the altar.] This was a high pre- 
sumption, to invade the priesthood himself, and offer sa- 
crifices to his gods. A crime which none of the kings of 
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Jndah Were guilty of, but only Uzziah; who was smitten 
with a leprosy, for meddling with the priests' office, 
2 Chron. xxvi. 19. 

(So he did in Beth-el), sacrificing unto the calves that he 
had made.'] What he had done in Dan, he did also in 
Beth-el; for hitherto hath been related only what he did in 
the remotest place. 

And he placed in Bcth-el the priests of the high places 
which he had made.] There he also built a house, or tem- 
ple; and set up many altars in it, where these priests of- 
ficiated as they did in other high places. 

Ver. 33. So he offered upon the altar he had made in 
Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month.] There he be- 
gan this new festival, and consecrated it himself. 

In the month which he had devised of his own heart.] Out 
of his own will and pleasure (as the Targum translates it), 
against the express ordinance of God. 

And ordained a feast unto the children of Israel] To be 
observed, I suppose, every year in Beth-el, as the feast of 
tabernacles was at Jerusalem. And it is likely it lasted as 
many days ; unless he effected to make alterations in every 
thing, and ordained more, or fewer days, as he thought 
good. 

And he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.] He 
'presumed to perform the highest part of the priest's office, 
which was to burn incense. Which he had not done in 
Dan, as Abarbinel thinks, but only in Bcth-el ; which was 
in some regard the metropolis of his kingdom, and head of 
the tribe of Ephraim; to which place the prophet, men- 
tioned in the next chapter, came, and not to Dan. He ob- 
serves also that the Scripture saith thrice he offered upon 
the altar, speaking of different times and places. First it 
is said, vcr. 30. that he offered upon the altar; that is, at 
Dan, where all Israel went to worship. Secondly, he of- 
fered again in Beth-el, in the beginning of this verse. And 
then it is said here in conclusion, that he ascended the 
altar in Beth-el, not to offer sacrifice, but to burn incense, 
which he had not done in Dan. And when he burnt in- 
cense on the feast-day he had instituted, the man of God 
came from Judah, and prophesied against the altar, as it 
follows in the next chapter. 

CHAP. XIIL 

Ver. 1. ^jLND it came to pass, that there came a man of 
God out of Judah.] That is, a prophet; for none are called 
men of God, but prophets. And so this man is called be- 
low; (ver. 18.) whence Kimchi concludes David was a 
prophet, because he is called a man of God. And this 
prophet is thought by the Jews to be Iddo ; whose vision 
against Jeroboam is mentioned 2 Chron. ix. 29. But this 
is an evident mistake; for Iddo was alive in the days of 
Ahijah the son of Rchoboam, (2 Chron. xiii. 22.) whereas 
this prophet here spoken of, was killed immediately after 
this prophecy. Therefore they were not the same; unless 
we suppose that what is here related fell out in the latter 
end of Jeroboam's reign. 

Tcrtullian in his book De Jejunio, cap. 1G. calls him 
Samcas; where Rigaltius observes that Joscphus calls him 
Jadon, and Epiphanius Joam. < 

By the word of the Lord unto Beth-el] By a particular 
command of God. 



And Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.] Upon 
that feast-day which he had instituted. See the last verse 
of the foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 2. And he cried against the altar in the word of the 
Lord.] Declared it, and the worship there performed, to 
be idolatrous; which he spake by authority from God. 

And said, O altar, altar!] Some think he mentioned the 
altar twice, to signify that he prophesied against that in 
Dan, as well as against this in Bcth-el. 

Tims saith the Lord, Behold, a child shall be bom unto 
the house of David, Josiah by name.] The prophets saw 
things future, as if they were present. And though this 
was not to come to pass till above three hundred and sixty 
years after this time, yet this man of God foretells it, as if 
it wcro to be done ero long. And the prediction is the 
more wonderful, because he tells out of what family he 
should spring, and what should be his name. 

And upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places 
that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall he burn 
upon thee.] The meaning is not that he should burn the 
priests alive; but the execution of this prophecy explains 
it: that he should slay the priests of the high places, and 
then burn their bones, as he did the bones of those that 
had been buried, and thereby defile this altar. (2 Kings 
xxiii. 15,16. 20.) 

Ver. 3. And he gave a sign the same day.] To confirm 
this prophecy. 

Saying, This is tJte sign which the Lord hath spolcen.] A 
proof that he spake from God, and not from himself. 

Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon 
it shall be poured out.] This could not be done, but by 
the power of God; who hereby demonstrated he had sent 
this prophet to speak these words; which were presently 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam heard the 
saying of the man of God, which had cried against the 
altar in Beth-el.] In the presence of the king himself, when 
he was about the solemn service of his gods. 

TJiat he put forth his hand from the altar.] Where ho 
stood, (ver. 1.) 

Saying, Lay hold on him.] As he himself w r ould have 
done, had he been near him. 

And his hand which he put forth against him, driedupj so 
that lie could not pull it in again to him.] The muscles and 
sinews shrunk, so that it was stiff and rigid, and he per- 
fectly lost the use of it. Which prodigy was a new token, 
that the prophet's words would be fulfilled. 

Ver. 5. And the altar also was rent, and the ashes poured 
out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of 
God had given by the word of the. LordJ] Which so amazed 
all the people, that we do not find any body went about to 
lay hold on him; but Jeroboam himself was, for the pre- 
sent, astonished at the miraculous power of God. 

Ver. 6. And the king answered and said unto the man of 
God, Entreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray 
for me.] A marvellous change! Ho that just now threat- 
ened, humbly supplicates him that smote him. 

Tliat my hand may be restored me again.] He was con- 
vinced that healing must come from the same hand that 
gave the wound; and that it was iu vain to seek to his gods. 

And the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's 
hand was restored him again, and became as it icas before] 
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He did not intend his destruction, but his reformation; 
and therefore granted his request. Whereby a new mira- 
cle was wrought for his conversion. • 

Vcr. 7. And the king said unto the man of God, Come 
home with me, and refresh thyself and I will give thee a re- 
ivard.] A strange insensibility of God's great mercy to him, 
which did not lead him to repentance, when it moved him 
to so much gratitude as to desire to reward him that was 
the instrument of his cure. His hand was restored, but 
not a good mind. . * \ 

Vcr. 8. And the man of God said to the king, If thou wilt 
give me half time house, I will not go in with thee, neither 
will I eat bread nor drink water in this place.} For he had 
a charge from God (as it follows) not to communicate 
with them, who were apostates from their religion. 

Ver. 9. For so it was charged me by the Lord, saying.] 
The same Divine authority, which sent him thither to do 
what they had heard and seen, gave him this following 
charge. 

Eat not bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by tlie 
same way that thou earnest.] The reason is plain, why he 
should not eat ot drink with them ; because that was. to 
have familiar society with idolaters. But why he should 
not return the same way that he came, is not so evident. 
Some think it was to represent, that even the way to Beth-cl 
was abominable; and therefore not to be frequented : or, 
to shew how much we ought to abhor that which leads to 
evil. But it seems to be a proverbial speech; signifying 
that he should be constant and steadfast in executing the 
charge committed to him. For he that doth any thing with- 
out success is said to return by the way that he went, (Isa. 
xxxvii. 29. 34.) And therefore, not to return by the way 
that he went, is to do his business efFectually. 

Ver. 10. And so he went another way, and returned not 
by the icay that he came to Beth-el.] To shew (as many 
think) how God detests the way to idolatry; and would 
have it to be forgotten. 

Vcr. 11. And there was an old prophet.] One who had 
many years been a prophet before this apostacy; whose 
name the Jews say was Micah : who was a worshipper of 
the true God, though he dwelt among this idolatrous peo- 
ple. A great many take him to have been a false prophet: 
but Theodoret proves that he was a true, though guilty of 
telling a lie to the man of God. (SeeHermannusWitsius's 
Miscellanea, torn. i. p. 142, &c.) 

In Beth~el.] He was originally of Samaria, as we learn 
from 2 Kings xxiii. 18. But removed hither, it is likely, 
since this revolution, that he might see what Jeroboam 
designed. 

And his sons came and told him all the works tliat the man 
of God had done that day in Beth-el.] In the Hebrew it is, 
his son came and told him, &c. that is, one of his sons came 
first, and told all the foregoing passages ; and afterward 
came all the rest of them, and confirmed what he had related. 

The words that lie had spoken to the king, them they also 
told their father.] By this it appears they were present 
when Jeroboam stood at the altar, and therefore joined in 
that idolatrous worship; though their father did not, and 
yet was so timorous that he durst notreprove it. 

Vcr. 12. And their father said unto them, Which way 
tvent he? For his sons had seen what way the ?nan of God 
went that came from Judah.] They had the curiosity to ob- 



serve what way such a remarkable person went to his own 
country; imagining, perhaps, their father would have a mind 
to discourse with him. 

, Ver. 13. And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. 
So they saddled him the ass, and he rode thereon.] In the 
way they directed him. 

Ver. 14. And went after the man of God, and found him 
sitting under an oak.] Weary, I suppose, with a long * 
journey ; and faint for want of victuals. 

And he said, Art thou the man of God that came from 
Judah? And he said, I am. 

. Ver. 15. Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and 
eat bread.] He had a mind to have a ftrrther trial, of the 
truth of what the man of God had said; and so, in a crafty 
deceitful manner, enticed him back ; contrary to his com- 
mission. 

Ver. 16. And he said, I may not return with thee, nor. go 
in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with 
thee in this place.] It seems he was forbidden so much as to 
go into any of their houses; lest he should be tempted to eat 
with them. 

Ver. 17. For it was said to me by the word of the Lord, 
Thou slialt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn 
again to go by the way that thou earnest.] For which reason 
he refused to accept of the king's invitation. . 

Ver. 18. And he said unto him, I am a prophet as thou 
art.] He pretended, as Abarbinel thinks, that God had re- 
vealed the very same to him concerning the altar in Beth-el, 
that he had threatened. 

And an angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, 
saying, Bring him back.] And he further pretended that he 
found him here by the direction of an angel. For he did 
not tell him that he learned from his sons what had passed ; 
but pretended he had it by prophecy ; and that an- angel, in 
the name of God, commanded him to bring him back to 
his house, and refresh himself there. .< 

To thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water.] 
He persuaded him, I suppose, that the meaning of God's 
charge, thou shalt not eat bread, nor drink water in this 
place, was to be understood of sinners and idolaters, with 
whom he might not communicate : but he being a prophet, 
was not to be comprehended in that command. And there- 
fore the angel said, Bring him back to thine house: not to 
the habitation of any idolater, but to his dwelling-house, 
which was undefiled. Thus Abarbinel. 

But he lied unto him.] All this was a fiction, which God 
suffered for the trial of the good man ; whether he would 
believe him, or a man he did not know. > 

Ver. 19. So he went back with him, and did cat bread and 
water in his house.] He thought it possible that God might, 
in pity to him, revoke his prohibition; because he was hungry 
and weary. But he ought to have believed the revelation 
he had himself, of which he was certain ; and not trusted 
to what another pretended was revealed to him; which he 
could not be sure was true. And it is said emphatically, ver. 
22. TJie Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, &c. If God had, 
in compassion to him, thought fit to recal that word, he 
would have done it to himself; and as plainly allowed him 
to refresh himself, as before he had forbidden it. So 
Abarbinel well observes, '* Nothing that a prophet receives 
from God is to be altered, unless that prophet hath another 
word from God revoking the former." As Abraham had ; 
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1o whom God saith, (Gen. xxii. 2.) " Tako thy son, &c. 
and offer him for a burnt-offering," &c. But when ho 
was going to do it, he heard that command repealed, 
(ver. 12.) " Lay not thy hand upon the lad," &c. Ho would 
not receive a contrary command from the mouth of any 
prophet, but from the mouth of God alone ; from whom he 
received the first command. 

Ver. 20. And it came to pass, that as theij sat at the 
table, the word of the Lord came to the prophet that 
brought him back.] God would not vouchsafe to speak to 
him, who had disobeyed his voice; but rather to the other, 
though in his name he had feigned an untruth. 

Ver. 21. And he cried unto the man of God that came 
fromJudah, saying J] Ho seems to be in a great agony; 
from the consideration of what he had done, and of what 
the prophet from Judah was to suffer. 

Tints saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou liast disobeyed 
the mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the commandment 
which the Lord thy God commanded tliee.] To disobey 
God's mouth, was to disobey the word spoken by his 
mouth. 

Ver. 22. But earnest back, and hast eaten bread and 
drunk water in this place of which the Lord did say to thee, 
Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcass shall not 
come into the sepulchre of thy fathers.] This was all his 
punishment; that he should shortly die, and not be buried 
among the Jews. 

Ver. 23. And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, 
and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, 
for the prophet whom he had brought back.] It is remark- 
able, that no punishment is here threatened to the old 
prophet for telling him a lie. Because, as Abarbinel 
thinks, he meant no harm to the other prophet; but 
fancied that his saying, he might not eat or drink with 
them, was only to excuse himself from going with Jero- 
boam to his house. And besides, it might have turned 
to the great advantage of the prophet who came from 
Judah, if he had steadfastly persisted in his resolu- 
tion, .and not given credit to what the old prophet said 
against it. 

Ver. 24. And when he was gone, a lion met him by the 
way, and slew him.] Not far from Beth-el there was a 
wood; out of which the two she-bears came, that taretwo- 
and-forty children in pieces, (2 Kings ii. 24.) Out of 
which wood, it is probable, this lion came, and slew this 
prophet. 

And his carcass tvas cast in the way, and the ass stood 
by it, the lion also stood by the carcass.] This was to admo- 
nish all the prophets to observe God's commands strictly; 
and to shew Jeroboam what he might expect, since God 
spared not a lesser offender. But, as God shewed his se- 
verity, in taking away this prophefs life, which was his 
punishment; so he remarkably shewed his approbation of 
the prophet; in that the lion stood quietly by his carcass, 
and did not devour it; nor do any hurt to the ass on which 
be rode. As if he was merely sent by a Divine appoint- 
ment, to execute what God had threatened; but could not 
move one step beyond that commission. Fot when the 
prophet had suffered what God intended, he takes even his 
dead body into his protection; and would not let it be vio- 
lated, as is observed below, ver. 28. 

Ver. 25. And, behold, inert passed by, and saw the carcass 
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cast in the way, and the lion star ding by the carcass: and 
they came and toldit in the city where the old prophet dwelt.] 
As a wonderful thing ; that the lion should neither fall upon 
his prey, nor hurt them who passed by; but suffered them 
to go on quietly. 

Vct. 2G. And when the prophet that brought him back 
from the way heard thereof he said, It is the man of God, 
that was disobedient to the word of the Lord.] Disobedience 
in great cases hath been thus punished by men in authority. 
For the Athenians put their ambassadors to death, whom 
they had sent into Arcadia, though they had performed 
their business very well, to their content, IttCl iripav oSov 
i/ASov, kclI ov rrjv irpo<rrtTayiilvr)v, because they came another 
way, and not that which they were prescribed. Which is 
the very case before us, (iEIian. lib. vi. Var. Hist. cap. 5.) 
Tfierefore the Lord hath delivered him unto the lion, who 
Itath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he spake unto him.] The lion did not rend his 
body in pieces, but only gave him one wound, which killed 
him. In the Hebrew the word is, he broke him, that is, his 
bones, and so slew him speedily. 

Ver. 27. And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the 
ass. And they saddled him.] Hearing the lion stood as 
quiet as a lamb, and neither meddled with the carcass, nor 
hurt any that passed by, he did not fear to take up the 
body of the prophet that camo from Judah; believing the 
lion had order to do no other mischief, but kill him. 

Ver. 28. And he went, and found his carcass cast in the 
way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcass: the 
lion had not eaten the carcass, nor torn the ass.] Here is a 
cluster of miracles; that the lion, contrary to his nature, 
did not eat the carcass, nor kill the ass, nor meddle with 
the travellers that passed by, noT with the old prophet and 
his ass: and that the ass stood so quietly, and was not 
frighted at the sight of a lion, and betake itself to flight ; 
and more than this, the lion stood by the carcass a long 
time, until this strange news was carried into the city; as 
a faithful keepeT of the prophet's body, that no other wild 
beasts should meddle with it. Which madethe miracle 
more illustrious; and plainly shewed all this did not happen 
by chance. 

Ver. 29. And the prophet took tip the carcass of the man 
of God, and laid it xipon the ass, and brought it back: and 
the old prophet came into the city to mourn, and to bury 
him.] To make a solemn funeral for him. 

Ver. 30. And he laid his carcass in his own grave.] Which 
was the greatest honour he could do him. 

And they mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother!] 
He and his sons made the usual lamentation over him'; 
of which this was the form, we find, in aflcrtimes, (Jer. 
xxii. 18.) 

Ver. 31. And it came to pass, after he had buried him, 
that he spake unto his sons, saying, When J am dead, then 
bury me in the sepulchre wherein th€ man of God is buried; 
lay my bones beside his bones.] This he ordered, not merely 
out of affection to the prophet, but to secure himself from 
the judgment that he had threatened, ver. 2. 

Ver. 32. For the saying which he cried by the tvord of 
the Lord against the altar in Beth-el, and against all the 
houses of the high places that are in the cities of Samaria, 
shall surely come to pass.] This Abarbiri'cl looks upon 
as an argument that this man was a prophet of the Lord; 
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that he foretold the same thing that the man of God, who 
came from Judah, did. And, as he thinks, something, 
more; viz. the destruction of all the high places by Josiah, 
which is not before mentioned. - v 

Ver. 33. After this tiling Jeroboam returned not from his 
evil tuay .] By all these wonderful works (for the singular 
number is put for the pluial) Jeroboam was not at all 
changed; but continued in his idolatry. 

But made again of the lowest of the people priests of the 
high places.] He did not reform in any one thing; but still 
went on in making any body priests. (See xii. 31.) 

WJiosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became one 
of the priests of the high places.] Without any respect to his 
tribe, or family; or, indeed, to his condition! 

Ver. 34. And this thing became sin to the house of Jero- 
boam, even to cut it off, and destroy it from the face of the 
earth.] Brought dreadful punishments upon bis family (for 
so sin sometimes signifies the punishmeiit of sin), and these 
not vulgar punishments, but utter extirpation. 
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V 

Ver. 1. jOLTthat time.] Some time after those woes were 
denounced against him ; but the phrase doth not denote any 
precise time. 

Abijah the son of Jeroboam ivas sick.] Being stricken by 
the hand of God with some disease. 

Ver. 2. And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, 
and disguise thyself] Put on such apparel as the common 
people wear. 

Tliat thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam.] He 
would have her go on this errand, because he was sure she 
would report things truly to him: but yet would not have 
her known to be his wife, because he would have the pro- 
phet speak more freely and indifferently :' or, perhaps, he 
was afraid he should threaten too heavily, if he knew who 
she was. 

And get thee to Shiloh; behold, there is the prophet Ahi- 
jah, which told me I should be king over this people.] This 
looks like great stupidity, that he should think to deceive a 
prophet, who could tell him future events : and therefore 
much more discover things present. 

Ver. 3. And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and 
a cruse of honey, and go to him : he shall tell thee what shall 
become of the child.] They that went to inquire of a pro- 
phet used to make him some present, as a token of their 
respect to him. (See 1 Sam. ix. 7.) And by such oblations 
the prophets supported themselves. This present which she 
made him was of such things as might make him think her 
to be a countrywoman, rather than a courtier. 

Ver. 4. And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to 
Shiloh, and came to tlie house of Ahijah: but Ahijah could 
not see; for his eyes were set by reason of his age.] In the 
Hebrew, his eyes stood for his hoariness. He seems to have 
had a film, or a cataract, grown over his eyes. 

Ver. 5. And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife 
of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he 
is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say ttnto her ;for it shall be, 
when she cometh to thee, that she shall feign herself to bean- 
other woman.] He was as fully instructed how to treat her, 
as if he had seen and known her. 



Ver. G. And it came to pass, when Ahijah heard the sound 
of her feet, as she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, 
thou wife of Jeroboam, why feignest thou thyself to be an- 
other? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.] He disco- 
vered, her before she appeared, that she might give the 
greater credit to his words. 

Ver. 7. Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord God of Is- 
rael ; Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, 
and made thee prince over my people Israeli] Raised bim 
from a private person to be the king of the ten tribes. 

Ver. 8. And rent the kingdom away from the house of Da- 
vid, and gave it thee; and yet thou hast not been as my ser- 
vant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed 
me with all his heart, to do that only which was' right in 
mine eyes.] Though David committed some great sins, yet 
he was upright in his religion, and never started aside in 
the least unto otliergods. In which piety, God expected 
Jeroboam should have continued, as he admonished him, 
when he first sent Ahijah to him, (xi. 38.) 

Ver. 9. But hast done evil above all that were before thee.] 
King Saul was not so bad ;• nor Solomon : who, though he 
was drawn aside himself, yet did not study to make his 
people idolaters. 

For thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten 
images.] Or, even molten images; that is, the golden calves. 
Which he did not think to be gods, but only representations 
of God : and yet God looked upon this worship which was 
paid to him before these images, as the worship of other 
gods : which are called devils in 2 Chron. xi. 1 . 

To provoke me to anger.] That was the effect of this 
idolatrous worship. 

And hast cast me behind thy back.] Neglected me and my 
service. For those things we cast behind our backs which 
are nothing worth; and for which we have no regard or 
concern what becomes of them. 

Ver. 10. Tlierefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the 
house of Jeroboam.] Severely punish it. 

And will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth, against 
the ivall.] That is, not leave a man of his family alive, as 
Ralbag interprets it. (See 1 Sam. xxv. 22.) 

And him that is shut up Und left in Israel.] That is, mar- 
ried or unmarried, as De Dieu expounds these words upon 
Deut. fxxxii. 3G. all sorts of men, of whatsoever state or 
condition they be. Others refer this to treasures shut up 
in secret places, and to flocks left in the field; or, to men 
taken captive, or that have escaped. As much as to say, 
There shall be an universal destruction. And thus Bo- 
chartus glosses (comprehending all these), " I will cut off 
every male, whether he be a captive, or a freeman; whether 
he live in the city, or in the country ; be married or single." 
(See his Hierozoicon, par. i.lib. ii. cap. G6.) 

And I will take away the remnant of the house of Jero- 
boam.] All his posterity. 

As a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone.] Which 
servants remove so carefully, that they suffer not the least 
speck to remain. 

Ver. 11. Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the 
dogs eat ; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
the air eat.] That is, none of them shall be buried. 

For the Lord hath spoken it.] This is God's irrevocable 
decree. 

Ver. 12. Arise thou therefore, get thee unto thy own house; 
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and when thy feet enter the city, the child shall die.] This 
was a sign that all the rest of his thrcatcnings should be 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 13. And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury 
him; for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave.] All 
the rest \\ v ere to bo buried in the bowels of dogs, and of 
fowls of the air, (ver. 11.) 

Because in him is found some good thing towards the Lord 
God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.] He was the only 
person of that family that disliked the worship of the 
calves, and perhaps intended to removo them when he had 
power; and suffer the people to go up to Jerusalem to 
worship, trusting God would preserve him in his kingdom. 
Some of the Jews say, that he broke down a hedge which 
his father had made, to keep people from going to Jerusa- 
lem, at the three great feasts. 

Ver.' 14. Moreover, the Lord shall raise him tip a king 
over. Israel, who shall ait off the house of Jeroboam.'] This 
king was Baasha, (xv. 27, 28.) 

That day.] As soon as he was m&de king, (ver. 29.) 

Butwltat? even now.] What did I say (that day)? even 
just now* It is as sure as if it were now done. The Chal- 
dee takes it otherwise ; He shall destroy the house of Jero- 
boam ; both that which livcth now at this day, and that 
which shall be born in time to come. But Kimchi puts no 
stop at this word vemah (and what), but continues it with 
what follows, in this manner, Wliat is this which shall now 
happen, to that ivhich shall come hereafter? that is, the pre- 
sent calamities shall be nothing to the future.* Which, 
agrees well enough with what follows, concerning the con- 
tinual troubles that should be in Israel; and at last their 
captivity. 

Ver. 15. And the Lord shall smite Israel.] For their con- 
senting to that idolatrous worship which Jeroboam setup. 

As a reed is shaken in the ivater.] That is, they shall be 
in perpetual commotions by civil wars : having no quiet, 
but frequently changing their kings. Thus Bochartus ex- 
cellently expounds it, in an epistle to our bishop Morley, 
p. 106, &c. The reason of this expression was, that several 
of their kings were afterward killed, and new families * 
started up ; and between so many kings of so many fami- 
lies and tribes, their minds fluctuated and wavered; and 
they knew not where to fix themselves, and rest in quiet: 
therefore their condition is thus described in 2 Chrpn. xv. 
5. "There was no peace to him that went in, or to him that 
came out," &c. 

And he shall root tip Israel out of this good land, whicfi 
he gave to tjieir fathers.] Which he began to do first by 
Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, (2 Kings xv.,29.) and then 
finished it by Shalmaneser, (2 Kings xvii. 5, 6, &c.) 

And shall scatter them beyond the river.] That is, Eu- 
phrates: they being carried (as the forcnamed places tell 
us) into the country of the Modes. 

Because they liave made their groves.] In which they 
placed the images of their gods. For they were not con- 
tented with the calves, but fell to grosser idolatry; which 
was commonly practised in groves. (Sec Judg. iii. 7.) 

Provoking the Lord to anger.] For nothing was so de- 
testable to him as this sin. 

Ver. 1G. And he shall give Israel up.] Into the hands of 
the heathen. 

Because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and ivho 



made Israel to sin.] Perverted the whole nation; who by 
his authority and example were led into idolatry. 

Ver. 17. And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, and 
came to Tirzah.] A city in the tribe of Manasseh: which 
had been famous in ancient times, (Josh. xii. 24.) and be- 
came the royal seat, and continued so for some time, (xv„ 
83.) being found more convenient, I suppose, than She- 
chem, where Jeroboam first settled, t 

And when she came to the threshold of the door, the child 
died.] It seems the king's house was near the gate of the 
city: for it is said, rcr. 12. that as soon as she entered 
into the city, the child should die. And so it did, when 
she came to the threshold of the door of the palace. 

Ver. 18. And they buried him; and all Israel mourned 
for him, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
by the hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet.] Whereby he 
confirmed all the rest of his thrcatcnings against the house 
of Jeroboam and the people of Israel. 

Ver. 19. And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how fte 
warred, and how hereigned.] How he behaved himself in 
war, and in peace. 

Behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Israel.] Not in that book in the Bible called 
Chronicles ; but in such a book as that wherein the acts of 
Solomon were recorded, day by day, xi. 41. (See there.) 

Ver. 20. And the days that Jeroboam reigned were two- 
and-twenty years: and he slept with his fathers; and Nadab 
his son reigned in his stead.] His sleeping with his fathers 
seems to be a phrase signifying only that he died, as all 
before him did: not that he was buried with them, (as it is 
said of Rehoboam, ver. 31.) for they were private men, and 
he a king; who, no doubt, was magnificently interred by 
his son. 

Ver. 21. And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in 
Judah. Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he be- 
gan to reign.] And therefore was born a year before Solo- 
mon came to the crown : for he reigned but forty years, 
xi. 42. 

And he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city 
which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to 
pnt his name there.] A great honour to him, of which he 
was not worthy; and therefore God shortened his days, 
and did not let him reign so long as Jeroboam. 

And his mother's name was Naamah an Ammonitess.] It 
is much that David should suffer Solomon to marry "one of 
this country ; unless she was proselyted, as the daughter 
of Pharaoh i$ supposed to have been. He himself, indeed, 
had married the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur ; but 
the son he had by her proved so wicked, that it might have 
been a caution to him not to' marry his son, especially him 
he intended for the heir of his crown, to a stranger. Who, 
if she was proselyted, yet many think she did not so change 
her religion, but that she instilled ill principles' into her 
son, and corrupted him. Nay, was one of those women 
that enticed Solomon to idolatry; for women of Amnion 
arc reckoned among his strange wives. 

Ver. 22. And Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
they provoked him to jealousy with their sins which they 
had committed.] By joining other gods together with him. 
Which is an amazing thing, that, at the beginning of his 
reign, Rehoboam should do well for three years, (2 Chron. 
xi. 17.) and then forsook the law of God, (2 Chron. xii. 1.) 
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and fell off from his.worship, into such. gross idolatrjvas 
exceeded that of Jeroboam's. *<m ; : 

Above all that their. fathers Jiad done.']. Aboye all that had 
■ been practised in the time of the judges. 

Ver. 23. For they also built them high places, and images, 
and groves, on every high hill, and under every green tree.] 
They multiplied altars on every highhill ; and set up images ; 
and built temples for them: which I take to be meant 
by groves. For they could not be under every green tree; 
nor could they be said to be built, but to be planted; there- 
fore it is reasonable to interpret them temples, or places of 
Divine worship. As among the heathens, Strabo testifies 
'(Geograph. lib. ix.) that the poets called their temples by 
the name of groves (ak<jr\ Kakovmv ra upa nravra), though they 
had no trees about them; because the custom was to have 
trees planted about their sacred places. In which the Is- 
raelites set up altars; directly contrary to the law: which 
intended to preserve unity in religion, by allowing one 
altar only. 

Ver. 24. And there were also Sodomites in the landT] This 
kind of wickedness often attended idolatry, (xv. 12. 2 Kings 
xxiii. 7. Horn. i.21. 28.) For among the heathens the most 
filthy things were practised in these shady dark places 
(their groves) by the worshippers of Venus, Bacchus, 
and Priapus. And such there were, it appears by the place 
now quoted, (2 Kings xxiii. 7.) among the Israelites : who, 
out of devotion to some false god or other, prostituted their 
bodies, contrary to nature, to be abused in honour of those 
gods, directly against the law, (Dent, xxiii. 17.) For when 
Josiah purged the temple, he is said to cast out the So- 
domites : where by Kedeschim ourSelden understands the 
priests of Astarte. (Syntag. ii. do Diis Syris, cap. 2.) 

Ver. 25. Andit came to pass, that, in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam, Shishakking of Egypt came up against Jerusa- 
lem.] f Poj3oa/zoc S' awry napiBwue afiaxyrl ttjv 7roAiv. And 
Rehoboam (as Joscphus writes) delivered up the city to . 
him, without striking a stroke. For he had a vast army (as 
we read, 2 Chron. xii. 2.) wherewith he conquered Asia, as 
Herodotus tells us, who calls him Sesostris. For Josephus 
acknowledged he relates the same expedition that the 
Scripture doth, but under a different name. It may seem 
something strange, that Shishak being so nearly allied to 
Rehoboam should come up against him, and take his royal 
"city: but as kingdoms are never married, so Jeroboam, it 
is likely, who had lived long in Egypt, stirred him up to in- 
vade him, and thereby established himself in his new king- 
dom : for we read not a word of any cities in Israel that lie 
took, but only the fenced cities of Judah ; (2 Chron.xii. 4.) 
Jeroboam, and his country remaining undisturbed. Be- 
sides, it must be remembered he was not the son of Pha- 
raoh's daughter, but £>f an Ammonitcss : and therefore there 
was no kindred between Rehoboam and Shishak. 

Ver. 2G. And he took away the treasures of the house of 
the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house; he even took 
away all] These riches which David and Solomon had 
treasured up, tempted Shishak, it is probable, to this ex- 
pedition against Jerusalem : for he did not intend to keep 
this city,.but only to spoil it. ' - 

And he look away the shields of gold which Solomon had 
made.] Which were in the house of the forest of Lebanon, 
(see x. 1G, 17.) which it seems he also plundered. This was 
a speedy vengeance for their sins; that so soon after Solo- 
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mon's death, the splendour, wherein he left Jerusalem 
should be extinguished.. For Rehoboam served God three 
years; was corrupted in the fourth; and in the fifth was 
punished. \,. ^ 

Ver. 27. And king Rehoboam made in their stead brazen 

shields, and committed^ them into the hands of 'the chief of 

the guards In the Hebrew the word for guard is runner: 

' so called because they went before the king and behind him. 

"Which kept the door of the king's house.'} These shields 
were not of much value; and So were committed to men in 
a mean office: whereas the golden ones were kept, as I 
said, in.the. house of the forest of Lebanon. 
t Ver. 28. And it was so, when the king went into the house 
of the Lord, that the guard bare them, and brought them 
back into the guard-chamber.'] He did not quite forsake 
God, but still continued to worship in the temple: and, 
perhaps, he now left the high places (after he had been thus 
chastised by the king of Egypt), and frequented the house 
of God better. Shields were carried before him thither for 
pomp's sake, that he might not be' contemned by his people ; 
and that there might be no occasion for sedition, if they 
were disposed to.it, when they saw him so well guarded. 

Ver. 29. Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chroni- 
cles]of the kings of Judah ?] He refers those that desired a 
larger account of him to the public Annals, as he had 
done when he concludes the : history of Jeroboam, ver. 19. 
(See there.) 

Ver. 30. And there was war between Rehoboam and Je- 
roboam all their, days.] This doth .not seem to agree with 
what we, read xii. 22. where God commanded Rehoboam 
and his people not to go to fight with Israel : and they 
obeyed his voice. But this' is easily satisfied, by observing 
that the Jews wero commanded not to riaake war upon the 
Israelites; but they are not commanded' not to defend 
themselves, if the Israelites made war upon them. .And this 
was their case ; the Israelites vexed them with continual 
incursions and depredations; though the house of David 
did not assault them, but only repelled their violence ;* or, 
perhaps, upon the borders, they were continually endea- 
vouring to get ground one of another; though they never 
came to a set battle. 

Ver. 31. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David: and his mo- 
ther's name ivas Naamah, an Ammonitess.] The repetition 
of this about his mother hath something remarkable in it, 
(sec ver. 21.) though it is hard to know what it is. Abar- 
binel thinks, it is as 'much as to say, He did not repent 
at last; but as he lived, so he died, in the idolatry of his 
mother. •'. ' r • 

/ And Abijam his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OW, in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 
the son of.Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah.] Which seems 
to disagree with what is said below (ver. 9.) concerning 
Asa, that he began to reign the twentieth year of Jeroboam, 
and 'Abijam reigned three years. But it is usual, both in 
Scripture and 'in other authors, to reckon part of a year 
for a whole year. So Abijam began to reign in some part 
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of Jeroboam's eighteenth year, and continued his reign the 
whole nineteenth, and died in the twentieth : and so was 
reckoned to have reigned three years, as it here follows. 

Vcr. 2. Three years reigned he in Jerusalem.] This was a 
very short time, as Abarbincl observes ; but it was because 
he walked in the way of his father; which provoked God 
to cut hiin off. 

And his mother's name ivas Maachah, the daughter of 
Abishalom.] The same author fancies she was the daughter 
of Absalom, (as he is called 2 Chron. xi. 21.) who rebelled 
.against his father David; and so was a bad daughter of a 
bad father. She is called by another name, 2 Chron. 
xiii. 2. viz. Michaiah the daughter of Uriel But he thinks 
that is the name of the family, and this her proper name. 
Others think this is a mere fancy, and with great reason ; 
for Abishalom is a different name from Absalom, as Da- 
vid's son is always called. And they think he had two 
names, as his daughter also had. But Pellicanus seems to 
me to have given the plainest account of this, that Maachah 
was his grandmother, and Micaiah his mother. 

Ver. 3. And he walked in all the sins of his father, which 
he had done before him.] Sec xiv. 22 — 24. 

Atid his heart ivas not perfect with the Lord his God, as 
the heart of David his father.] They ought all to have re- 
membered David, and trod in. his steps; who was the 
founder of the royal family ; and never turned aside to the 
worship of other gods, as this man did; though together 
with them he worshipped the Lord God of Israel, who is 
therefore called the Lord his God. 

Ver. 4. Nevertheless, for David's sake, the Lord his God 
gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him.] 
He continued the kingdom in the posterity of David : which 
is tho meaning of giving him a lamp. (See xi. 30.) 

And to establish Jerusalem.'] Whereby Jerusalem was 
established as the place of God's worship. 

Ver. 5.* Because David did that tvhich was right in the 
eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside from any thing that 
he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the 
matter of Uriah the Hittite.] He was not without other 
sins; tut none so enormous as this: and therefore not 
remembered, as this about Uriah is very often, to his 
dishonour. 

Ver. G. And there ivas war between Rehoboam and Je- 
roboam all the days of his life.] This was said before, 
(xiv. 30.) and therefore may seem to come in here imperti- 
nently : because he is not speaking of Rehoboam, but of 
his son Abijam : who was a valiant young man in the days 
of his father, antl always fought his battles with Jeroboam. 
Which being related before in the history Qf Rehoboam, is 
here repeated, as Abarbinel thinks, to shew that Abijam 
was the cause of these wars. And these words, all his days, 
he thinks, relate to Abijam, who continued the war between 
his father and Jeroboam with great success: as we read 
2 Chron. xiii. 17. Bochartus thinks a plainer account may 
be given of this, by supposing that Rehoboam signifies this 
son of his ; children and fathers being one and the same in 
a moral account. Thus Abraham is said to have purchased 
the sepulchre of the sons of Emor; which was indeed pur- 
chased by Jacob : and the Israelites say to Rehoboam, 
(xii. 1G.) " What portion have we in David Y 9 That is, in 
Rehoboam the grandchild of David ? In like manner, he 
thinks, it may be said, there ivas war between Rehoboam 



and Jeroboam; that is, between Abijam the son of Reho- 
boam and Jeroboam : whom Abijam grievously afflicted. 
(Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 43.) But this doth not 
seem to bo the true account ; because the war between 
Abijam and Jeroboam is distinctly mentioned in the next 
verse. Therefore the meaning of these words is, that though 
God was pleased, for David's sake, who walked uprightly 
before him, to continue a lamp, that is, a successor to him 
in Jerusalem; yet these successors were vexed with con- 
tinual wars (as appeared both in the reign of Rehoboam and 
of Abijam), and did not enjoy their kingdom peaceably. 

Vcr. 7. Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings ofJudah?] Sec xi. 41. Ezra saith they were re- 
corded in the book of the prophet Iddo, 2 Chron. xiii. 22. 
from whence he took what he thought fit. 

And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam.] He 
continued the war, which had been between his father and 
Jeroboam, and managed it very gloriously, as Ezra shews 
in the book of the Chronicles. 

Ver. 8. And Abijam slept with his fathers; and they hiriedt 
him in the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his 
stead. 

Ver. 9. In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel 
reigned Asa over Judah.] In some part of that year. (See 
ver. 2.) 

Ver. 10. And one-and-forty years reigned he i?i Jerusa- 
lem: and his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of 
Abishalom.] This was the name of his grandmother, who is 
called his mother, asReuel is called the father of Jethro's 
daughters, Exod. ii. 18. when he was their grandfather. 
Which example Kimchi here alleges to explain this. And 
thus Abarbinel : The sense is not, that Maachah brought 
forth Asa (for she was his father's mother), but she brought 
him up and gave him his education : which made his piety 
the more remarkable, that he was'not tainted with her 
principles of religion as bis father was. But why his mo- 
ther should not be mentioned, but bis grandmother, which 
was not at all needful (because it was evident, by what was 
said before, that Maachah was the mother of Abijam his 
father), is unaccountable. . And therefore others think that 
this was the name of his mother; which was the same, as * 
her father's also was, with that of Abijam's. 

Ver. 11. And Asa did that which ivas right in the sight of 
the Lord, as did David his father.] He made him his pat- 
tern: worshipping the Lord alone, and taking away all 
idols, as it here follows. 

Ver. 12. And he took axvay the Sodomites out of the land, 
and removed all the idols that his father had made*] Of 
which see xiv. 23, 24. But still some secretly remained; 
and therefore when it is said he removed all idols, the mean- 
ing is, all that he could discover, for some lurked privately, 
(xxii. 4G.) 

Vcr. 13. And also Maachah his mother, even her he re- 
moved from being queen.] Hciook away her guards, all the 
ensigns of royal dignity, and reduced her to the condition 
of a private person. But the word being is not in the He- 
brew; which others translate, he removed her from the 
queen: that is, from his wife; that she might not be in- 
fected with her idolatry. He put her therefore out of tho 
court, where she gave a bad example. 

Because she had made an idol in a grove.] The word wo 
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translate idol, is Miphlezeth, which imports something of 



t frightful 



terror and horror ; either because it was of 
aspect, or brought dreadful judgments upon its worship- 
pers. St. Jerome understands by it Priapus, or Baal- 
Peor, to whom the women were much devoted. Theo- 
doret takes it for Astarte, or Venus: and, indeed, in the 
northern countries, Priapus and Venus were painted toge- 
ther; as Johan. Gensius observes in his book De Victimis 
Humanis, par. i. cap. 9. Whatsoever it was, it was placed 
in a grove; in which shady places all the works of dark- 
ness, even sodomy itself, were practised. 

Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron.] 
He cut it down, and having burnt it, stamped it to a powder, 
and then threw it into the brook Kidron ; as Moses did with 
the golden calf, Exod. xxxii.* 20. (See 2 Chron. xv. 16.) 

Ver. 14. Bat the high places ivere not removed: neverthe- 
less Asa's heart was perfect with the Lord all his days.'] He 
did take away all the high places wherein they sacrificed 
to strange gods, (2 Chron. xiv. 3.) but not those wherein 
God alone was worshipped : for his authority was not 
great enough to do this ; the people having so universally 
and so long taken this licence, that none durst attempt to 
abolish this inveterate custom till the days of Hezekiah: 
who, seeing the calamities that were coming upon his 
country, endeavoured to prevent them by a thorough re- 
formation. But though Asa did not venture to do this, 
yet his heart was sincerely affected to the right worship of 
God; and he suffered sacrifices to be offered to none else. 

Ver. 15. And he brought in the things which his father 
had dedicated, and the things which himself had dedicated, 
into the house of the Lord, silver, and gold, and vessels.'] Ac- 
cording to the piety of ancient times, his father had vowed 
some part of the spoils he took in the war with Jeroboam 
unto the Lord ; but had not time to make good Tiis vow, or 
upon some account or other neglected it. Asa's son there- 
fore made his vow good; and also himself brought in what 
he had devoted unto holy uses, (for so the words are in the 
Hebrew, he brought in the holy things of his father, &c.) 
having gotten great spoil in his war with the Ethiopians,* 
(2 Chron. xiv. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 1G. And there ivas war between Asa and Baasha 
king of Israel all their days.'] There having been no men- 
tion hitherto made of Baasha, this may seem not to stand 
in its proper place. But Abarbinel thinks it is here inserted, 
that as this Divine writer had shewn what his virtues were, 
so he might now mention his faults. The chief of which 
was occasioned by this war: which moved him to send to 
Bcn-hadad for help, when he should have relied upon God; 
as it is related largely, 2 Chron. xvi. 7, &c. 

Ver. 17. And Baasha king of Israel went up against Ju~ 
dah.] After Asa's great victory over the Ethiopians, a 
great many of the Israelites fell off to him from Baasha: 
who thereupon resolved to make war upon Judah, and 
thereby prevent a further defection of his subjects. 

And built Ramah.] A city in the tribe of Benjamin: 
which either belonged to the kingdom of Israel, or he had 
taken from Judah and fortified it; for that is meant by 
building it, as appears by what follows. 

That he might not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa 
king of Judah.] That he might hinder all communication 
between his people and the people of Judah. For this 
place lay in the confines of both kingdoms ; and in such a 



strait, that, a fortification being made there, none could pass 
to and fro without a licence from Baasha. 

Ver. 18. Then Asa took all the silver and gold that was 
left in the treasures of the house of the Lord, and in the 
treasures of the king's house, and delivered them into the 
hands of his servants; and king Asa sent them to'Ben-hadad, 
the son of Tabrimon, the son ofHezion, king of Syria, that 
dwelt at Damascus, saying J] This was held lawful, in case 
of extreme danger, to employ sacred things for the defence 
of one's country. But here was no such necessity in this 
case; for God had appeared so wonderfully for Asa, 
against a more powerful enemy than Baasha, that he ought 
to have* confided in him for help ; as the prophet Hanani 
told him, 2 Chron. xvi. 7, &c. 

» Ver. 19. There is a league between me and thee, and be- 
tween my father and thy father.] In the latter end of Solo- 
mon's reign the Syrians were enemies to him, (xi. 24, 25.) 
But when he was dead, and the kingdom was divided, both 
Judah and Israel made peace with the Syrians: having 
enough to do, to settle themselves in their own dominions. 

Behold, I have sent ttnto thee apresent of silver and gold; 
come and break. thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that 
he may depart from me.] This was a wicked piece of po- 
licy, to tempt him with money to break his word, which 
perhaps he had sworn to observe. • 

Ver. 20. So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and 
sent the captains of the hosts which he had.] Always in a 
readiness, for some expedition, or for the defence of his 
country. , 

Against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijdn, and Dan, and 
Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of 
Naphtali.] By this it appears, that he fell upon the northern 
part of the kingdom of Israel; which was nearest to Da- 
mascus; whilst Baasha was busy at Ramah, which was in 
the more southern part of his dominion. 

Ver. 21. And it came to pass, that when Baasha heard 
thereof, that he left off building of Ramah.] By this means 
Asa compassed his ends; it not being safe for Baasha to 
continue the work he was about, for fear Ben-hadad should 
make larger conquests than he had already done. 

And dwelt in Tirzah.] Which was become the royal city, 
(see xiv. 17.) whero Baasha settled himself; though he in- 
tended, I suppose, when he had finished Ramah, to have, 
dwelt there somp part of the year ; that by his presence the 
passages might have been the better secured. 

Ver. £2. Then Icing Asa made a proclamation throughout 
all Judah (none was exempted).] He summoned all the 
people of the country; who were not disabled by age, or 
sickness, or some other way, 

And they took away the stones, and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baasha had buildedjand king Asa built with them 
Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah.] They were inhabited be-r 
fore, but he enlarged, and perhaps fortified them. Which 
he judged better than to perfect the fortification of Ramah ; 
which would have been a perpetual bone of contention (as 
we speak) between Judah and Israel. 

Ver. 23. And the rest of the acts of Asa, and allhis might, 
and all that he did, and the cities which he built, are they 
not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Ju- 
dah?] See xi. 41. 

Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in 
his feet.] He had the gout, as the Gcmaraof tho Sanhedrin 
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explains it,' (cap. G. n. 7.) which made him less activo than 
he had been before this disease seized him. 

Vcr. 24. And Asa slept tbfth his fathers, and was buried 
with his fathers, in the city of David his father v andJeho- 
shaphat his sou reigned iii his stead. 

Verl 25. And Nadab thesono/Jerdboam began foreign 
over Israel in the second year of Asa king of ludah, and 
reigned over Israel two years.'] Part Of two years> as ap- 
pears from ver. 28. 33. 

Vcr. 2G. And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith he 
made Israel to sin J] By the worship of the golden calves. * 

Ver. 27. And Baasha tile son of Ahijah, of the house of 
Issachar.] That is, of a family in the tribe of Issachar. 

Conspired against him: and Baasha smote him at Gibbe- 
thon, which belonged to the Philistines (for Nadab and all 
Israel laid siege to Gibbethon) .] It was a city in the tribe of 
Dan, (Josh. xix. 44.) and given to the Levites,;(xxf. 23.) 
whoquitted it, as they did the rest of 'their cities, when 
Jeroboam would not suffer them to execute their office, 
(2 Chron. xi.*14.) and the Philistines it is likely seized upon 
it, being adjoining to their country." But-NaSab now en- 
deavoured to recover it out of their hands, 1 as of right be- 
longing to him. 

Ver. 28. Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did 
Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead.] What was the 
pretence for this conspiracy we ar6 not told ; but it is likely 
he had many joined with* him in it; othenvise it had not 
been easy to slay him, when he was in the midst of his 
army before Gibbethon. 

Ver. 29. And it came to pass, when he reigned, that he 
smote all the house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any 
that breathed, until he had destroyed him, according to the 
saying of the Lord, which he spake by Ahijah the Shilonite.] 
His intention was not to fulfil this prophecy, (mentioned 
xiv. 10.) but to secure himself in his usurped throne/by 
cutting off all that had any title to it. " But by this means 
God fulfilled his own intentions; and that as speedily as 
Ahijah the prophet had foretold, (xiv. 14.) 

Ver. 30; Because of the sins of Jeroboam which lie sinned, 
and ivhich he made Israel to sin, by his provocation where- 
with he provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger.] Which 
caused great miseries in Israel ; especially in the beginning 
of that kingdom, when they reigned by force, not by suc- 
cession. Whereas in Judah the son succeeded the fa- 
ther, by right of blood, according to the promise made to 
David. 

Ver. 31. Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Israel?] His acts could not be many ; yet more 
w f ere recorded in the public Annals than are here men- 
tioned, (xi. 41.) 

Ver. 32. And there was war between Asa and Baasha 
king of Israel all their days.] We read the very same words 
before (ver. 1G.) in the history of Asa; which are now re- 
peated in the history of Baasha, to shew* the reason why 
Asa was his enemy, which he would not have been (but 
his friend) had he feared God after his cutting off the whole 
house of Jeroboam. But he would make no covenant with 
him, notwithstanding he had fulfilled the word of God, be- 
cause he walked in the sins of Jeroboam. Thus Abarbinel. 

Ver. 33. And in the third year of Asa king of Judah 



[chap. XVI. 

began Baasha the son of Ahijah J o reign over all Israel in 
TiriaV, twenty and four years. 

Ver: 34. 'And he did wit in the sight of the Lord, and 
tcalked'in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith Ice 
made'Israel to siri.] Which makes it evident, that he did 
not cutoff Jeroboam's family because thdy were idolaters, 
butbecduse he aspired to the throno; which, when he pos- 
sessed, he endeavoured to establish himself in it by the 
Same wicked policy which Jeroboam used. For he re- 
formed nothing in religion; but continued to worship the 
calves which Jeroboani had set up, to keep the people 
from goingto woVship^at Jerusalem. 

chap, xvi; 

Veh 1. JL HEN the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son 
bfllandni against Baasha, saying.] This is a prophet that 
lived* till -the end of Jehoshaphat's reign. (See 2 Chron. 
xix. 1. xx. 34.) And his father Hariani was a prophet be- 
fore him, (2 Chron. xVi. 7.) Nor w r as there wanting a suc- 
cession of prophets during the kingddms of Israel and 
Judah, as Abarbinel hath observed through every reign, 
their names being set down in Holy' Scripture : he hath 
shewn in a catalbgue he hath made of the kings, and the 
prophets in th6ir time ; too long to be here transcribed. 
< T VerV2. Forasmuch as I have exalted thee out of the dust.] 
It £ecms he was of a mean family in the tribo of Issachar. 
Perhaps, but a common soldier, or some small officer in the 
army which laid siege to Gibbethon; but being bold and 
daring, formed a conspiracy against Nadab. 
• And made thee prince of my people Israel.] God's provi- 
dence interposed, that nothing should hinder the success 
of his design against Nadab; because he intended to make 
use of him' to punish the house of Jeroboam. 

And thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast 
made my people Israel to sin'; to provoke me to anger by their 
sins.] Continued them in their idolatry, against which he 
ought to have shewn the greatest zeal, because it provoked 
God's anger against the family "of Jeroboam. 

Ver. 3. Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, 
and the posterity of his house; and will make thy house like 
the house of Jeroboam the son ofNebat.] So that neither any 
of his own children, nor the children of any of his relations 
should remain ; but his name be quite put out 
< : Ver. 4. Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the 
dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of 
theaireat^] The very same threatening that was pronounced 
against Jeroboam and his posterity by Ahijah, (xiv. 11.) 

Ver. 5. Now the rest of the acts of Baaslia, and what he 
did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

Ver. G. So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried 
in Tirzah: andElahhis son reigned in his stead.] Ho was 
not slain, as Nadab was; but died, as Jeroboam did; and 
his son suffered like his, (ver. 9, 10.) 

Ver. 7. And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son 
ofHanani came the word of the Lord against Baasha, and 
against his house.] This command of God being given to 
Jehu, (ver. 1.) lie executed it, and delivered this message 
to Baasha some time before he died. Which is said to be 
done by the hand of Jehu, because he was the minister of 
God in this business. 
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Even for nil the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord, in 
provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in being 
like to Jeroboam; and because he killed, MmJ] That is, killed 
Nadaby who was Jeroboam's son : or rather (as Abarbinel 
judiciously observes) this relates to the whole iiOuse of 
Jeroboam beforementioned ; which Baasha destroyed,- not 
because they were idolaters, and that he might fulfil thq 
word of the Lord (as perhaps he pretended), but to satisfy 
his own ambition,* being guilty of the very same Crime that 
Jeroboam was: and therefore was no better than a mur- 
derer in the slaughter ho made of his family; and accord- 
ingly is threatened to be punished for that very act, which 
was committed, not in obedience to. God, but to serve 
himself. 

Ver. 8. And in the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of 
Juddli began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israeli] 
This seems to contradict what Ezra saith in 2 Chron. xvi. l v 
that Baasha built Ramah Sn the thirty-sixth year of Asa. 
Of which I shall give anaccount inmy notes on that place. 
For the present it may suffice to sa y> that Ezra doth not 
speak of th^ thirty-sixth year of Asa's reign, but of the 
thirty-sixth year after the division of the kingdom. For It 
could be, at the most, but the twenty : sixth year of Asa's 
reign when Baasha died. * , :*n* o \\ 

In Tirzah, two years.] Not complete; but one entire 
year, and part of another:- as appears from ver. 10. 15.* 1 

Ver. 9. Aiid his servant Zimri (captain of half of his 
cliariots)*] A considerable commander in his itrmy, who 
had a great interest in the soldiery. * . ' 

Conspired against him as he was in Tirzah, drinking him* 
self drunk in the house of Arza, steward of his house in Tit* 
zaJi.] He seems to have been a debauched young man, who 
stayed at home following his pleasures, whilst his army was 
besieging Gibbethon, (ver. 15.) Which gave Zimri, who it 
is likely was captain of his guard, the better opportunity 
to kill him. 

Ver. 10. And Zimri went in and smote him, and killed 
him, in the twenty-seventh year of Asa kingofJudah, and 
reigned in his stead.] Here was a speedy execution. of the 
vengeance threatened against him by Jehu, that God would 
make his house like the house of Jeroboam, (ver. 3.) For 
as Nadab the son of Jeroboam reigned but two years, (xv. 
25.) so Elah the son of Baasha reigned no more: and then, 
as Nadab was killed with the sword, so was Elah. Thus, 
as Abarbinel notes, there was a wonderful likeness between 
Jeroboam and Baasha, in their lives, and in their deaths; 
in their sons, and in their family. 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as 
soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of 
Baasha: he left not one that pisseth against the wall.] That 
is, not a man. (See xiv. i0.) 

Neither of his kinsfolk, nor of his friends.] He not only 
destroyed all that were descended from Baasha, as Baasha 
had done the family of Jeroboam; but ho extended the de- 
struction, and increased it, as Abarbinel, speaks; for he 
killed all that were of kin to Baasha, with all his friends, 
which Baasha did riot: this seems tO'be contained in the 
threatening of Jehu, (ver. 3.) 

Veri 12. Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of Baasha, 
according to the word of the Lord, which he spake against 
Baasha by Jehit the prophet.] See ver. 1, 2. 7. 

Ver. 13. For all the sins of Baasha, and tlie sins of Elah 



his son.} This shews that Elah walked in bis father's ways ; 
though it be not before mentioned. 

By uphich they sinned, ,and by which they made Israel to 
sin,. in provoking the Lord .God qf Israel to anger with their 
vanities.] So the golden calves are. called, being (as For; 
sterus well translates the word) " Commentitia numina," 
gods of their own devising* (See 1 Sam. xii. 21.) 
. Ver. 14* Now Merest, of the acts of Elah, and all that lie 
did, are they not written in the book of the Clironicles of the 
kings of Israel?'} Here is no mention of his might; (as there 
is of his father's, ver. 5.) for he was, as I said, a man of 
pleasure. 

*i Ver. 15* In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king ofJudah 
did Zimri reign seven, days in Tirzah : and the people were 
encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philis* 
tines.] Which had; been besieged many years ago, when 
Baasha slew Nadad, (xv. 27.) But was then relieved, or 
afterward retaken by the Philistines, while the. Israelites 
were in a distracted condition; but.now again invested. 

Ver. 16. And the people that were encamped heard say, 
Zimri ~hath' conspired, and hath also slain the king.] Had 
success in his conspiracy, and made himself king. 

Wherefore alllsraelmade Omri, the captain.of the host, 
king over Israel that day in the camp.] Just as the Roman 
army, in aftertimes, made their chief commander emperor. 

- Ver. 17. And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Is- 
rael with him.] All the. army, that .were at the siege. 

And besieged Tirzah.] Where Zimri, a more dangerous 
enemy, was. 

Ver. 18. Audit came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city 
was taken.] Which. he was not able to defend,, against a 
powerful army,; from whom he suspected no opposition ; 
but hoped th^y would have let him reign.as quietly as they 
did Baasha. 

That he went into the palace of the. king\s house.] Into the 
strongest part of the house. 

And burnt the king 9 s house over him with fire, and died.] 
He was afraid, I suppose, of suffering some shameful pu- 
nishment, if he had been taken alive; and therefore chose 
to die desperately in. this manner. So Sardanapulus ended 
his life. 

- Ver.. 19. For his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the 
sight of the Lord, in walking in, the way of Jeroboam, and 
in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin.]. Though he 
lived but a very short time after he usurped the crown, yet 
he gave sufficient demonstration of his resolution to con- 
tinue the idolatry of Jeroboam; and therefore was aban- 
doned by God. 

Ver. 20. Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and the trea- 
son which he wrought, are they not written in the book of 
the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?] It is likely, other acts 
that he did before he conspired against JSlah were recorded 
in that book ; together with the manner how he wrought 
his treason. 

Ver. 21. Tlien were the people of Israel divided into 
two parts.] For when it is said, (ver. 16.) all Israel made 
Omri king in the camp ; the meaning is, only the whole 
army, and they that attended them. 

sHalfofthe people followed Tibni the son ofGinath, to 
make him king.] For they did not like to have a king im- 
posed upon them by the soldiery ; and Tibni had as good a 
title as the other, being also a valiant man ; who succeeded 
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Zimri, perhaps, in his command, as captain of half his 
chariots. 

And half followed Omri.] As already advanced to the 
royal dignity ; and a greater man than Tibni ; being cap- 
tain of the whole host. 

Ver. 22. And the people that followed Omri prevailed 
against the people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath.] 
For Omri had the advantage of having tho army on his side. 

So Tibni died.'] In this civil war (into which they fell by 
God's just judgment upon them) many of the people, in all 
likelihood, died together with him. 

And Omri reigned.] Without competitor. The Jews in 
Seder Olam Rabba, whom Rasi and others follow, say it 
contributed much to his advancement, that Asa king of Ju- 
dah married his son Jchoshaphat to Omri's daughter. For 
which they have no other ground, but that it is said, 2 Chron. 
xviii. 1. he joined in affinity with Ahab. 

Ver. 23. In the thirty and first year of Asa king ofJudah 
began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years.] These twelve 
years of his reign arc to be computed not from the thirty- 
first of Asa's reign; for it is evident he began to reign in 
the twenty-seventh year of Asa, (ver. 15.) and his son be- 
gan to reign in the thirty-eighth year of Asa, (ver. 29.) 
Therefore the twelve years are to be computed from the 
beginning of Omri's reign: which was, as I said, the twenty- 
seventh of Asa's. From which time (as Abarbinel ob- 
serves) the contest continued between Omri and Tibni, 
unto the thirty-first year of king Asa. In the end of which 
Tibni died ; and then Omri reigned over all Israel, whereas 
he reigned but over half the people before. And Tibni 
being extinct, all the foregoing years are accounted to 
Omri; viz. from the beginning of Asa's scven-and-twentieth 
year, when Zimri died, to the end of this eight-and-thirtieth 
year, which make twelve years. 

Six years reigned he in Tirzah.'] Half of his time he made 
this his royal seat; which was, as some think, all the time 
his contention with Tibni lasted, and some time after. 

Ver. 24. And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for 
two talents of silver, and built upon the hill, and called 
the ndme of the city xvhich he built, after the name of Shemer, 
owner of the hill Samaria.'] The king's house in Tirzah 
being burnt, as we read ver. 18. he built a royal palace in 
this city, which he also built upon this hill; and called it 
after the name of him who was the owner of it before he 
bought it, viz. Shemer, from whom it had the Hebrew name 
of Shomcron. Which was ever after made the royal seat 
of the kings of Israel. 

Ver. 25. But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, 
and did worse than all that were before him.] For he not 
only walked in the way of Jeroboam, but, it is likely, began 
to introduce other idolatries, which his son Ahab esta- 
blished among them. Or, he compelled the people to wor- 
ship the calves ; and by severe laws restrained the people 
from going up to Jerusalem : which, as some think, are 
meant by the statutes of Omri, (Micah vi. 16.) 

Ver. 26. For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son 
ofNebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities.] 
Though he had seen Elah, and all the whole house of 
Baasha destroyed by his predecessor for their idolatry, and 
Zimri himself perished in the same sin, (ver. 13. 19.) yet he 
persisted in their iniquity, and brought down the wrath of 



God upon him, and upon his family, as the foregoing kings 
had done. 

Ver. 27. Now the rest of the acts of Omri xvhich he did, 
and his might which he shewed, are they not written in tlie 
book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?] It seems he 
was a valiant man, which Elah was not; concerning whoso 
might there is no mention, as I noted upon ver. 14. 

Ver. 28. So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried 
in Samaria.] Which now began, as I said, to be the royal 
city of the kingdom of Israel, as Jerusalem was of Judah. 

And Ahab his son reigned in his stead.] Who was so emi- 
nent upon several accounts, that we have a long account of 
him in the following part of this book. 

Ver. 29. And in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of 
Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: 
and Ahab reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two 
years.] In this space of time Asa saw six kings of Israel 
buried; whilst Judah flourished under one and the same 
king: which no doubt was a great advantage to them. 

Ver. 30. And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight 
of the Lord above all that were before him.] Was more 
idolatrous than his father Omri: for he brought in the 
worship of Baal (as it follows in the next verse), that is, of 
the sun, and of all the host of heaven. 

Ver. 31. And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
to him to walk in the way of Jeroboam the son ofNebat.] 
He was not satisfied with the worship which Jeroboam 
had invented, though highly displeasing to God. For so 
the words are in the Hebrew, was it a light thing? As 
much as to say, It was a most heinous crime; and yet 
Ahab resolved to be more wicked. For Jeroboam did not 
quite forsake the Lord God of Israel, but worshipped him 
by a representation of his own invention: and this more 
out of policy than any love to this kind of worship. But 
Ahab, out of pure love to strange gods, forsook the Lord; 
without any such reason for it as Jeroboam had; the people 
being now sufficiently estranged from Jerusalem. 

Tliat he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Eth-baalJ 
Called in profane writers Ithobalus. 

King of the Zidonians.] Who had been old idolaters. 

And saved Baal, and worshipped him.] That god, whom 
the Chaldeans and Babylonians ealled Bel, the Phoenicians 
(of whom the Zidonians were a part) called Baal: which 
in Hebrew signifies lord. Which anciently .was the name 
of tho true God, as Mr. Selden observes; but when the 
world grew wicked, was given to the sun by the Phoeni- 
cians: who, as Philo-Byblius tells us, reputed the sun to 
be fi6vov ovpavov %tov, the only god of heaven. And at last 
this name was given to other stars, and to their dead kings, 
whose memory was dear to them. And various rites, cere- 
monies, and sacrifices were devised in their honour, as 
that great man observes, (Syntag. de DiisSyris, ii. cap.l.) 
who understands these words of the Phoenician Belus or 
Baal, who was the very same with the European Jupiter: 
and Zidon being situated on the sea, their Baal was called 
by the Grceks'the Sea Jupiter. So Hesychius, Qakaamoe 
Zivq iv SiSJvi TtfxaTt, the Sea Jupiter is worshipped at Sidon. 
But our Mr. Mede is very confident, that the Baal whoso 
worship Jezebel brought with her from Zidon was a 
deified king of tho Phoenicians: as Baal was the first king 
of Babel who was deified after his death. Whence all 
the souls of men who were canonized after death were 
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called Baalim. (See book i. discourse xlii. and his Apos- 
tacy of the later Times, par. i. chap. 3.) Whence it came, 
that there were not more Jupiters among the Europeans, 
than there were Baals among the Syrians. And hence so 
many mountains, and springs, and woods, and cities, were 
called by the name of Baal, when Joshua conquered Ca- 
naan; as Baal-Meon, Bamoth-Baal, Baal-Gad, Baal-Tha- 
mar, Baal-Zephon, and many more. In which places, no 
doubt, Baalim were worshipped, and from thence they had 
their names. 

Ver. 32. And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house 
of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.] He built a temple 
for this god in the royal city, and set up an altar, where he 
sacrificed to him. Which was more directly to worship 
other gods than Jeroboam did : who pretended the worship 
he performed to the calves was to the true God, whom he 
honoured in them. 

Ver. 33. And Ahab made a grove.] Which was another 
piece of idolatry; which God commanded to be abolished, 
(Deut. vii. 5.) 

And Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Ismel to 
anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him."] In 
this grove, it is likely, all manner of impurities were prac- 
tised : for Jezebel was a filthy woman. 

Ver. 34. In his days did Hiel the Beth-elite.] A man that 
lived in the very seat of idolatry; and, it is likely, was 
deeply infected with it. 

Build Jericho.] A place which, being under a cherem, 
was never to be rebuilt; because it was devoted to God, 
as the first-fruits of the conquests of Canaan. Which this 
man either did not know (because ignorant of the law, 
which now was little read), or was so impious as not to 
regard the words of Joshua, believing no other* god but 
Baal. 

He laid the foundation thereof in Abiramhisfirst-born, and 
set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according 
to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son of 
Nun.] But he found to his cost, that the sentence which 
Joshua pronounced against therebuilder of this city proved 
true ; for his eldest son died when he laid the first stone of 
it: and so all the rest of his children, "one after another, as 
the building advanced; till at last his youngest son died 
when it was finished. A most remarkable instance of the 
certainty of Divine threatcnings ; and that God never for- 
gets what lie hath said, but continues always the same. 
This sentence being pronounced more than four hundred 
and forty years ago, and now fulfilled exactly in all its cir- 
cumstances : which might have been a warning to the whole 
nation, not to despise the long-suffering and patience of 
God, who, though he had not yet carried them out of their 
good land, according to the word of Ahijah, (xiv. 15.) 
would certainly do it, if they continued in their impeni- 
tence. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. A.ND Elijah the Tishbite.] The care of God over 
this people (as I noted before) was so great, that in every 
king's reign, from the first to the last, there was one or 
more prophets to instruct, admonish, and correct them. 
And now in the reign of Ahab (when there was the greatest 
need of it), God raised up an extraordinary prophet far ex- 



ceeding all others, whom Abarbinel calls the prince of the. 
prophets, next unto Moses. ' Whose original being not 
known (for here is no mention of his father or mother), 
some of the Jews have fancied him to have been an angel 
sent from heaven to reduce them to the true religion. So 
Abarbinel relates, upon the book of Judges, as Joh.Friscri- 
muthus observes, in a dissertation about Elijah. Whose 
name, which in the Hebrew is Elijahu, carries something 
Divine in it; being compounded, as iEgid. Camartus ima- 
gines, of three of the names of God, viz. Eli, and Jah, and 
Hu. There is no doubt the two first are the names of 
God, but there is reason to question the last, though a 
great man of our own, Edra. Castellus, in his Polyglot 
Lexicon, doth put Hu among the Divine names; and so 
do. the cabalists. He was indeed a very eminent mes- 
senger of God, sent to call the Israelites to repentance; 
from whence our learned Dr. Lightfoot thinks he had the 
name of Tishbite : from the Hebrew word shub, which 
signifies to return; for he was sent' to be the converter of 
the nation. (See him upon St. Luke, i. 17.) Other con- 
jectures there are about this name, which Frischmuth hath 
collected ; and Dionysius Petavius hath delivered his opi- 
nion about it upon Epiphanius, (Heeres. lv. n. 3.) who saith 
Elijah was l£ Upiojv of the priests, and grandson to Zadok. 
But Kimchi seems to have given the plainest account of 
this name of Thishbite from Thesbe, a town or region where 
he was born : just as Ahijah is called Shilonite, from Shilo, 
where he was born, or dwelt. 

Wlio was of the inhabitants of Gilead.] It is not certain 
that he was a native of this country; but only that he came 
and settled among the Gileadites, being born, as some 
think, in the tribe of Benjamin, though most are rather of 
opinion in the tribe of Gad. 

Said unto Ahab, As the Lord liveth, before whom Island, 
there shall not be deiv nor rain these years, but according 
to my word.] To make his words the more regarded, he 
swore solemnly by the eternal God, whose minister he was 
(for that is meant by standing before him), and to whom he 
had prayed, that there should be no moisture from the 
clouds for three years and a half ensuing, unless it was by 
his prayers. Thus St. James teaches us to expound these 
words, these years, (James v. 17.) And Abarbinel makes 
out the connexion of this chapter with the foregoing in this 
manner: — Elijah admonished Ahab to lay to heart the 
punishment of Hiel the Beth-elite, saying, Fear the Lord 
lest ho be angry with thee, as he was with Hiel, for break- 
ing his command. But Ahab despised his admonition, and 
said, That was a chance; for you say we are all idolaters, 
and yet the threatening in the law of Moses (Deut. xi. 16, 
17.) is not come updn us. Whereupon Elijah, in a great 
anger, said, As the Lord liveth there shall be no dew, &c. 
Which story is told with more circumstances in the 
Talmud. 

Ver. 2. And the word of the Lord came to him, saying.] 
The king being incensed at this threatening, God took 
care to secure Elijah from his fury, by the following di- 
rection. 

Ver. 3. Get thee hence.] For he saw that Ahab intended 
to lay hold of him. 

And turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook 
Cherith, that is before Jordan.] This brook Bochartus 
takes to be the same with Kana, mentioned by Joshua, 
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xvi. 5. xvii. 9. So called from the plenty of redds (for 
Kana signifies a reed), in which the prophet lay hid while 
he stayed in this place. 

Ver. 4. And it shall be, that thou shall drink of the 
brook: and I will- command the ravens to feed thee there.] 
This seems so strange, that some will have the word ore- 
bim not to signify ravens, but merchants: because they find 
the word orebe in Ezek. xxvii. 17. signifying merchants 
that traded in the market of Tyre. Btit, as Bochartiis hath 
observed, they are never called simply oHbim. Nor is 
their opinion better, who think Arabians to be here meant: 
for there were none thereabout; and Elias's lurking-placei 
would soon have been discovered to Ahab, if merchants, 
or any other people that travelled that way, had been ac- 
quainted with it. We must therefore acknowledge a mira- 
culous care which God took of Elijah, as all the ancients 
do, none excepted. (SeeJBochartus, in his Hierozoicbn, 
par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 13.) Nor did such* things seem incre- 
dible to the heathen, who tell us as strange stories. For 
example, that Jupiter was fed in his cradle by bees: and 
Janus, the son of Apollo and Evadne, with honey by dra- 
gons: and Midas, when an infant, had corn put into 'his 
mouth, as ho lay asleep, by ants: iEsculapins nourished 
by a goat; and a great many more mentioned by that ex- 
cellent person Huetius, in his Quaestiones Alnetanae, lib. ii. 
cap. 12. n. 17.. 

* Ver. 5. So he went, and did according to the word of the 
Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is 
before Jordan. 

Ver. 6. And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the 
morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank 
of the brook.'] God amply provided for his servant; send- 
ing him not only bread, but flesh also, that he might make 
a good meal: and this twice a day, at dinner and supper. 
This provision some of the Jews fancy (in Gemara Sanhe- 
drin, cap. 11. n. 7G.) the ravens brought from Ahab's house; 
others fancy, from Jehoshaphat's; as if he was fed with 
royal dainties. ButBochartus thinks it is better to say; 
that they had this provision from some of the seven thou- 
sand persons who had never bowed to Baal. But it is best 
of all to confess we cannot tell whence they had it; God, 
perhaps, making meat ready prepared on purpose for him. 
They who object that these were unclean creatures, -who 
polluted the meat* which they touched, should consider, 
that all this was done by an extraordinary dispensation. 
And St. Chrysostom fancies, there was this moral instruc- 
tion in it; that Elijah should learn to be more mild and 
gentle towards the deluded Israelites, by these birds, who 
were cruel to their young, but kind to him. And indeed it 
is very wonderful, as Victorinus Strigelius here glosses, 
that the ravens, who do hot feed their own young* ones, 
should constantly feed the prophet. For such is the a&rop- 
yia of these creatures, as naturalists report, that they for- 
sake their young before they be fledged : whom God feeds 
by worms, which are produced by the dung, and out of the 
carcasses that have been brought into their nests, until 
they be able to fly, and provide for themselves. I think 
he hath this but of St. Ambrose, lib. x. epist. 82. The 
Psalmist is thought to allude to it, Psal. cxlvii. 9. And 
God himself in Job xxxviii. 41. * ' r - 

Ver. 7. And it came to pass, after a while, that the brook 
dried up, because there had been no rain] In the Hebrew it 



is, at the end of days, that is, of a'yearj' as-that phraiso, I 
have sliewn, is often used. . . w.fi . 

Ver. 8. And the word'df the Lord came to him, saijing, 

Ver. 9. Arise,* get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to 
Zidon, and dwell there] It Was a placo between Tyre and 
Zidon, but belonged to the territory 'of* the latter; and so 
was not in the land of Israel, but inhabited by gen- 
tiles* 

Behold, I have commanded a widow woman-there to sus* 
tain thee.'] He had appointed and disposed her, just as he 
did theravens/ver.4.* For she had no command from God 
for it; (it appears from ver. 12;) and this was- an extraor- 
dinary providence, that a poor widow and a gentile should 
support him; though, in all likelihood, she was not a 
stranger to the true religion, but & pious woman of another 
nation. « - 

Ver. 10. So he arose, and went to Zarephath: and when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was 
there gathering sticks.] Which shetvs she was but in a poor 
condition. 

And he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a 
little water in a vessel, that I may drink.] For he knew, by 
a Divine inspiration, this-was the woman that was to sus- 
tain him. 

Ver. 11. • And as she was going to fetch it.] This shews 
she was a good woman ; being ready to succour a stranger. 

He called unto her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a 
morsel of bread in thy Itand.] Which was very natural to 
desire, having asked for water : bufrhe said it tomovc her 
to acquaint him with what follows. 

Ver. 12. And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth.] By 
this it appears she knew the Lord God of Israel ; and 
that Elijah was a prophet; or, at least, one of his wor- 
shippers. 

• I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel, and 
a little oil in a cruse: and L am* gathering two sticks\] By 
two sticks is meant a few : as two frequently signifies, (Isa. 
xvii. 6. Jer. iii. 14.) 

That I may go and dress it for me and my son, tlmttve 
may eat it, and die.] The famine, it^seems, was sore in that 
country, as well as in Israel. For they of Zidon had their 
provision from the Israelites ; and besides, it is likely, had 
no rain : but were punished as their neighbours were ; be- 
ing all alike idolaters. 

Ver. 13. And Elijah said unto her, Fear not.J<Bo not 
afraid of being famished. • - 

Go and do as thou hast said: but make me a. little cake 
thereof first, and bring it unto me, and lifter that make for 
thee and for thy son.] A very hard command : whereby he 
tried her faith -and obedience.^* -'• - 

Ver. 14. For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The bar* 
rel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, 
until the day that the Lord sendeth rain on the earth.] This 
was a miracle, which they that were not Christians did not 
think incredible: as Huetius, shews in the same book, and 
the chapter abovementioned, ver. 4. 

Ver. 15.' And 'she went, and did according to the saying 
of Elijah.] By which it is evident that she trusted in thd 
Lord God of Israel. L < 

And she, and he, and her house did eat many days.] Some 
by many days understand a full year: as it is in the mar- 
gin. But it rather signifies two years: for one year Mas 
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jpast before he came from the brook Cherith, (see ver. 7.) 
And therefore they lived upon this meal and ail two years 
more,, till the end of the famine. 

Ver. 16. And the barrel of meal toasted not, neither did 
the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, 
which he spake by Elijah*'] But what they took out for 
their daily use, was immediately supplied by the power 
of God. 

Ver. 17. And it came to pass, after these things.'] After 
this demonstration of the power and goodness of God. 

That the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell 
sick ; and his sickness was so i sore, that there was no breath 
left in him.] He expired and died. 

Ver. 18. And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do 
with thee, O thou man of God?] Some take the meaning to 
be, wherein have I offended ihee ? but the following words 
seem to imply, that in a great agony of spirit she asked 
him, wherefore he came to her house, if this were his in- 
tention ? 

Art thou come to callmy sin to remembrance, and to slay 
my son?] This she thought was hard, to requite his enter- 
tainment at her house with such a punishment for her sins. 
For then sins are said to be called to remembrance before 
God, when he punishes them. 

Ver. If). And he said unto her, Give me thy son.] He 
reached out his hands, and bade her put him into his arms. 

And he took him out of her bosom.] It seems he was but 
a little child : who the Jews think afterward proved a pro- 
phet; viz. Jonah. 

And carried him up into a loft where he abode*] The 
LXX. translate it xmtptoov, an upper room: which he had 
to himself for his study, meditation, and prayer; as Elisha 
afterward had in another place, (2 Kings iv. 10.) 

And laid hint tipon his own bed.] By this it appears it 
was a private room, where he lodged. 

Ver. 20. And he cried unto the Lord.] Prayed most 
- earnestly. 

And said, O my God, hast thou brought evil upon the 
widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son ?] He 
humbly expostulated with God ; representing what an ad- 
dition it was to his other afflictions, that this widow should 
suffer, who had been jso kind ■ to *him ; and suffer in her 
son, the great comfort of her life ; and that while he was 
in her house. 

Ver. 21. And he stretched himself upon the child three 
times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my Gocjt, 
J pray thee, let this child's soul come again into him.] He 
lay prostate in prayer before God ; and stretched out him- 
self upon the child, as if he would inspire him with anew 
life. And this he did three times; believing God would 
be moved by his importunity, to do what he desired. 

Ver. 22. And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the 
soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.] 
Hereby it appeared not only that this was done by God, to 
whom Elijah prayed ; but that he did it for Elijah's sake. 

Ver. 23. And Elijah took the child, and brought him 
down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him 
unto his mother : and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.] 
There was no need, one would think, to bid her observe 
and lay to heart the great power and mercy of rGod, in 
restoring her son to Jife. But the best of us must be 
awakened to our duty. 



vol. n. 



Ver. 24. And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I 
know thou art a man of God.] She believed it before ; 
(ver. 18.) but When She saw he did not cure her child 
when he lay sick, but suffered him to die, she began to 
doubt of it But her faith revived, together with her son, 
and was mightily confirmed. 

And that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.] 
She believed all that he delivered as the mind of God ; and 
gave up herself entirely to his instructions. The benefit 
of which she enjoyed, till God sent Elijah to meet Ahab; 
resolving to send rain upon the earth, as it follows in the 
next chapter. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. J1.ND it came to pass, after many days.] See upon 
ver. 15. of the foregoing chapter.' Grotius expounds it, 
after six months, upon St. Luke iv. 25. 

That the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third 
year, saying.] Our Saviour saith, and so doth St. James, 
that the drought continued three years and six months, 
(Luke iv. 25. James v. 17.) which doth not disagree with 
these words, which are thus to be explained. At the be- 
ginning of the drought, it is likely, Ahab imputed the want 
of rain to natural causes, and so did not seek to slay Eli- 
jah : but after six months neither the former nor the latter 
rain falling in their season, he began to be enraged at him 
as the cause of the drought : which forced Elijah, at God's 
command, to save his life by flight. And from that time 
the three years here mentioned are to be computed ; be- 
fore the word of the Lord came to him : he being one year 
at the brook Cherith, and two years at Sarepta; in the end 
of which year God took pity upon the country, having ful- 
filled the words of Elijah, (xvii. 1.) I sec no ground for 
Abarbiners observation, that the famine continued three 
years, to shew that it was a punishment inflicted for the 
sins of three families : Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and his 
son Nadab ; Baasha, and his son Elah ; Omri, and his son 
Ahab. -The observation of Grotius is far better upon St. 
Luke iv. 25. (See there.) 

Go, and shew thyself unto Ahab ; and I will send rain 
upon the earth.] He would not destroy the earth because it 
was inhabited by wicked men (as Abarbinel speaks), and 
yet would have them know that Elijah's prayers procured 
mercy for them. 

Ver. 2. And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab : and 
there was a sore famine in Samaria.] Which made it the 
more dangerous for him to appear in Ahab's presence; 
lest being so sorely afflicted, he should, in his rage, causo 
him to be killed before he could deliver his message to 
him. 

Ver. 3. And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the go- 
vernor of his house.] Some, both Jews and Christians, 
think this was Obadiah the prophet; for which I can find 
no ground but what is Said in 2 Chron. xvii. 7. that Oba- 
diah was one of the princes whom Jchoshaphat sent to in- 
struct the people. And Ezra, from the next words, infers 
he was not a prophet. 

(Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.] Wag a truly re- 
ligious man, and worshipped the Lord alone with great 
affection to his service ; which one would have expected 
should have made Ahab discard him, if not persecute him. 
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But, I suppose, he was so very useful a servant to him, 
in the management of the affairs of his family (which he 
ordered with singular prudence and fidelity), that he con- 
nived at his not worshipping Baal, nor the calves ; espe- 
cially since he did not (wo may well think) go xip to Jeru- 
salem to worship ; with which defect God was pleased to 
dispense, as Ahab did with his religion. 

Ver. 4. For it was so, whenJezebel cut off the prophets of 
the Lord.] There were schools of the prophets, it is likely, 
still remaining in Israel unto her time ; but sho endea- 
voured to destroy them, and thoso who were bred up in 
them ; that there might be none to instruct the people in 
the true religion. For such, I suppose, are here meant; 
not those that were endued with the extraordinary gift of 
prophecy : for Elijah saith, ver. 22. that he only was left a 
prophet of the Lord; though that may signify no more, 
but that he knew of nobody beside. 

That Obadiah took a hundred prophets, and hid them by 
fifty in a cave.] Which was an act of great piety and zeal, 
whereby he hazarded his own life. 

And fed them with bread and water).] Sent them meat 
and drink privately every day. 

Ver. 5. And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into all the 
land, unto all fountains of water, and itnto all brooks; per- 
adventure me may find grass to save the horses and mules 
alive, that we lose not all the beasts.] Many were dead for 
want of grass, which he hoped they might find growing in 
such moist places, enough to preserve the rest. 

Ver. 6. And they divided the land between them, to pass 
through it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah 
went another way by himself] Ahab would make this 
search himself, lest it should not be done faithfully by 
others, who might be persuaded by prayers and entreaties, 
or the presents of those who had any grass, not to discover 
it. Only he trusted Obadiah. 

Ver. 7. And as Obadiah went in the way, behold, ElijaJi 
met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, 
Art thou my lord Elijah?] He shewed by the profound re- 
verence he made to him, how much he honoured him. 

Ver. 8. And he answered, I am: go, tell thy lord, Be- 
hold, Elijah is here.] The prophet also approved the ho- 
nour Obadiah did his master, whom he owned for his lord, 
though he was a very wicked man. (See ver. 10.) For 
kings, by their office, are sacred persons: and therefore 
are to be had in great veneration (though bad men) even 
by the high-priest, and by the prophets, who did not ap- 
proach them, as the Jews observe, without due reverence. 
And it is a famous saying of R. Jedaiah, €< Do not dwell 
in a city, where no reverence or fear is paid to the king/' 
Ver. 9. And he said. What have I sinned, that thou 
woiddest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay 
me?] For that he concluded would be the effect of such a 
message delivered by him to Ahab, as he shows in the fol- 
lowing discourse. 

Ver. 10. -45 the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation 
or kingdom whither my lord hath ?iot sent to seek thee.] That 
is, to all the countries thereabout, witli whom he was in 
.league. For it is a very foolish conceit of some of the 
Jews (which the best of them disown), that Ahab was as 
great an emperor as Nebuchadnezzar, or Ahasuerus, who 
rulcd.over all nations. 
»• And when they said, He i$ not there, he took an oath of the 



kingdom and nation, that they found thee not.] These words 
incline me to think, that he sought aim only throughput all 
his own dominions; through every tribe, which is called a 
nation; and every government, which is called a kingdom. 
For how could he take an oath of any but his own subjects? 
It may be said, indeed, that there might be such compacts 
between him and the Moabites, Edomites, Ammonites, and 
other neighbouring nations, that they should harbour none 
of his rebellious subjects : and that if he required it, they 
should swear they knew of none in their country. But 
such a treaty is so unusual, that I see no reason to sup- 
pose it. 

Ver. 11. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here. 

Ver. 12. And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone 
from thee, that theSpirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither 
I know not.] Snatch thee away from hence, as sometimes 
the prophets were suddenly transported by an invisible 
power to places far distant from that where they were at 
present, (2 Kings ii. 16. Ezek. iii. 12. 14. Acts viii. 39, 40.) 
And, in all likelihood, there' had been instances of it before 
this time ; which made Obadiah fear it might fall out so in 
this case. 

And so tvhen I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find 
thee, he shall slay me.] Because he did not seize and secure 
Elijah when he was in his power ; but let him escape. 

But I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth.] There- 
fore he hoped the prophet would take care to preserve him, 
because he was not like the rest of the court. 

Ver. 13. Was it not told my lord what I did, tvhen Jeze- 
bel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid a hundred 
men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed tltem 
with bread and water?] Sometimes a virtuous man may 
speak the truth of himself; though it be in his own praise. 

Ver. 14. And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.] When it would expose 
him to manifest danger of losing his life. 

Ver. 15. And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth.] 
He who commands all creatures in heaven and earth. 

Before whom I stand.] Whom I serve, as one of his 
ministers. 

I will surely shew myself unto him to-day.] He feared not 
• to shew himself to Ahab ; for a greater king than he, the 
Lord of all things, he knew would preserve him. 

Ver. 16. So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: 
and Ahab went to meet Elijah.] The solemn oath of Elijah 
made Obadiah readily obey him ; and assured him Ahab 
should not be disappointed, but certainly find him. 

Ver. 17. And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that 
Ahab said unto him, Art thou lie that troubleth Israel?] He 
troubles a country, who confounds all things in it, and puts 
them out of order. In such a condition Israel now was, 
by a grievous famine; which made them not know which 
way to turn themselves. And this he ascribed to Elijah. 
• Ver. 18. And he answered, I have not troubled Israel ; bat 
thou and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken tjie 
commandments of the Lord. ] They trouble a nation who 
break the laws of God; not they that defend them. 

And thou hast followed Baalim.] There were more Baals 
than one worshipped by the heathen, as I observed before: 
and it is very probable, that Ahab worshipped all the host 
of heaven, as well as the sun. (Sec svi. 30, 31.) 
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Ver. 19. Now therefore send, and gather all Israel unto 
Mount CarmeL] That he might prove, in the face of all the 
people, that it was not he who troubled them. 

And the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the 
prophets of the groves four hundred.] By the prophets of 
the groves (as we translate it), Mr.Selden understands the 
prophets of Astarte, the great goddess. of the Zidonians; 
.which he proves by comparing many places of Scripture 
together, (L. de Diis Syris, Syntag. ii. cap. 3.) Maimonides 
hath a peculiar notion, that the prophets of Baal, and. of 
the groves, were such as had drunk in the opinion of the 
ancient Zabii ; who made images to receive the influences 
of the stars ; golden ones for the sun, and silver ones for 
the moon, &c. which gave to men the gift of prophecy, and 
shewed what was good for them. The same they said of 
trees ; which were some under the influence of one star, 
some under the influence of another; and were planted in 
their names, and worshipped after several manners, and 
infused special virtues into the trees, and made men pro- 
phets. This he avers he found expressly in their books. 
(More Nevochim, par. iii. cap. 29.) 

IVho eat at Jezebel's table.'] So high an esteem they had 
of these prophets, that she kept a table on purpose for 
them, to do them honour with the people. 

Ver, 20. So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and 
gathered the prophets together unto Momit CarmeL] I sup- 
pose the Israelites sent the great men of their several tribes 
to represent them ; and the prophets readily assembled at 
the king's command ; who did not distrust their power, and 
was promised rain, I suppose, by Elijah, if he did as he 
desired. 

Ver. 21. And Elijah came to all the people, and said, 
How long halt ye between two opinions?] Like lame men, 
who tread not firmly, but dubiously; not knowing which 
to choose, the Lord or Baal ; and therefore joining both 
together. 

If the Lord be God, follow him: if Baal be God, follow 
him.] As much as to say, There cannot be more gods than 
one. That is the first article of your faith ; " Hear, O Is- 
rael, the Lord our God is one LoTd," (Deut. vi. 4.) If the 
LoTd be he, then stick to him : if Baal, then reject the 
other. This is most rational: for both, of them .cannot 
be God. 

And the people answered him not a word.] Either not 
knowing 1 what, to resolve, or being ashamed. 

Ver. 22, Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, 
i remain a prophet of the Lord ; but the prophets of Baal are 
four hundred and fifty men.] He was the only prophet that 
appeared in behalf of the Lord, and yet feared not to con- 
gest with a great multitude who came to defend Baal. 

Ver. 23. Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let 
them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, 
and lay it on wood, and put no fire under; and I will dress 
the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under.] 
,He propounded a plain way to decide this controversy, 
and settle the people's minds in their belief. To whom he 
first propounded ft, that they might approve of it, if they 
thought it a sure way to discover the truth. 

Ver. 24. And call ye on the nome of your gods, and J will 
call on the name of the Lord; and the God that answereth 
by fire, let him be God.] That is, he that sendeth fire to 
consume the sacrifice, which is presented to him, h 
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And the people answered and. said, It i$ well spoken.] 
They looked upon this as a reasonable proposition; be- 
cause they knew that sacrifices had been approved by God, 
in this manner; and they were very desirous to make the 
experiment, and be satisfied, by this means, who was the 
true God, Thus Moses's sacrifice was approved, (Lev, 
ix., 24.) and Gideon's, (Judg. vi. 21.) and David's, 
(1 Chron. xxi. 20.) and. Solomon's, when he consecrated 
the temples, (2 Chron. vii. 1, 3.) By this means, in all 
these cases, God had shewn that he accepted the sacrifices, 
and that the persons who ofiered them were his servants. 
- 1 Ver. 25. And Elijah said unto the prophets of BaaL] 
Having the people's approbation, he turned to Baal's pro- 
phets, and desired them to agree to this trial. 

Clioose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first.] 
No doubt they produced both the bullocks, as he pro- 
pounded at the first; (ver. 22.) and if there was any ad- 
vantage in choosing one, and dressing it before the other, 
he desired they might have it. r. 

For ye are many.] And he' being a single person, was 
willing to give them the precedence. 

And call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.] 
It may be translated, call on the name of your god, viz. 
Baal. Or else, it may relate to their Baalim, which were 
many, as they themselves were : and desire them all to try 
their power, by putting no fire under the sacrifice ; but ex- 
pecting it to come down from heaven. 
. Ver. 26. And they took thejbullock which was given them.] 
The choice of which was left to them. 

And dressed it.] Flayed it, and cut it in pieces,* and laid 
it upon the wood. Which they durst not refuse to do, be- 
cause the people thought it a reasonable motion which 
Elijah made ; and they had utterly lost their credit with the 
people, if they had not accepted it. And perhaps they did 
not distrust the power of Baal ; which Ralbag thinks was 
Mars, a fiery planet ; but rather the sun, which far exceeds 
all the other heavenly bodies in heat. Which they thought 
might possibly exert its power, upon this great occasion, 
and burn up their sacrifice. At least they might hope that 
Elijah might not be able to bring fire down from heaven, 
because he sacrificed in a high place, not at the temple : 
which was contrary to the law of God, who therefore would 
not hear him; and. then they should stand upon equal 
ground with him, though they obtained ho fire to consume 
their sacrifice. 

And called upon the name of Baal from morning even 
untilnoon.'] When the sun w T as in its greatest strength. 

Saying, O Baal, hear us! But there was no voice, nor any 
that ansivered.] Not the least flash of fire. , 

And they leaped upon the altar which was made.] Or, 
they danced about it, after the manner of the ancient Salii. 
Or, as Bochartus interprets it, "Quasi furore prophetico 
extra serapti, incompositis motibushuc illuc ferebantur;" 
They ran about hither and thither, as men in an ecstacy with 
a prophetical fury, which put tJiem into uncouth and disor- 
derly motions. For it appears they acted like prophets 
from ver. 29. who sometimes acted as men beside them- 
selves. (Hierozoicon, par, i, lib, ii. cap. 50.) . Abarbinel 
thinks this leaping or dancing was a rite used in the wor- 
ship of the sun: which puts all things in motion. • 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass at noon.] When the morn 
ing sacrifice was ended, 

3M2 

Microsoft® 



448 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. XVIII. 



TItat Elijah mocked them.] He did not think it Unlawful, 
or unseemly to jeer them, and their god; that bo might 
awaken them out of their stupidity, and Expose them to all 
tho by-standers as corrupters of religion, and deceivers of 
the people. 

And said, Cry aloud; for he is a godJ] He bado them 
raise thfeir voices ; for they believed he was a god, but might 
be something deaf, or a great way off from them, and so 
could not hear what they said, unless they cried louder. 

Either he is talking.] Busy about dispatches: either in 
sending ambassadors, or giving audience. 

Or he is pursuing.] Some notion (as the Hebrews under- 
stand It); being in a deep study, or deliberating about some 
weighty business. It is commonly understood, He is huritr 
ing, or pursuing enemies. 

Or he is in a journey.] Not at home; but travelling to 
£ome other place; whither they must send after him. 

Or peradventure he sleepeth.] As they used to do in those 
hot countries after dinner. 

Andmust be awaked.] With loud noises. 

Ver. 28. And they cried aloud, and cut themselves, after 
their manner, with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed 
out ttpon them.] They did more than Elijah bade them : 
hoping to move him with their own blood, in which, per- 
haps, they thought he more delighted, than in the blood of 
beasts, or in their cries. For tnany nations offered human 
sacrifices to their gods : and th&r priests, when they were 
possessed with a sacred fury, were wont to' slash them- 
selves till their blood gushed out. Thtfs ainong the Ro- 
mans the priests did in the worship of Bellona: in which 
" Sacerdotes non alieno, sed stfo cruore sacrificant/'&c. 
TJie priests sacrificed not xvith (mother's blood, but tvith their 
own. (See Lactantius, in his Divin. Institut. lib. i. cap. 
21.) For cutting their shoulders, and running their drawn 
swords through both hands, they run about like mad men. 
And so Apuleius saith, they that carried about the Syrian 
goddess, after many other things, took out their knives or 
swords and cut themselves. (See lib. viii. Metamorph.p. 
172, 173. and Pricasus'and Rigaltius upon that place.) But 
pur Mr. Mede hath a peculiar notion, which is, that Baalim 
being tho deified souls of dead men, therefore the prophets 
of Baal cut themselves in his worship ; because this was a 
funeral rite or ceremony, (Lev. xix.28. x^i. 5. Deut. xiv. 1.) 
and therefore retained in the service of such gods, in token 
that they were but deified men. (See upon xvi. 31.) 

Ver. 29. And it came to pass, when mid-day was past, 
and they prophesied to the time of the offering the evening 
sacrifice.] When all was done, they fell into a fury, and 
raved, as if they were possessed with an invisible power ; 
singing hymns and praises to Baal. For that is sometimes 
jneant by prophesying ; (1 Chron. xxv. 2, 3.) or, it may be 
simply meant, they still continued praying to Baal; (vdr. 
2G.) for that was part of a prophet's office. 
. That there ivas neither voice, nor any to ansiuer, nor any 
that regarded.] No more tokens of regard to their praises 
than to their prayers; nor any, the least intimation, that 
Baal was a'god, that minded what they said or did. 
> Ver. 30. And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near 
nnto me. And they came near xinto him.] They had stood 
hitherto by the prophets of Baal, to attend themin their 
sacrifice. Now Elijah calls them to him, that they might 
be witnesses of what he could do. 
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And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken 
ddum.] I suppose Carmel had been one of the most eminent 
high places in the whole kingdom : where the people, as 
they had been long accustomed, offered sacrifices to God 
in ancient times. But the worshippers of Baal had broken 
down the altar, and set up one of their own. For there 
were two sorts of high places, I have before noted, some 
for the worship of the true God, which continued in Judah> 
even under religious princes : others for the Worship of 
idols ; which good kings took away when they let the other 
remain. On the contrary, Ahab broke down the altars 
of God in the high places, and allowed none but those for 
Baal. 

Ver. 31. And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the 
number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob.] That he might 
shew he worshipped the God of the patriarchs, and no 
other: and that all the people, though divided in civil go- 
vernment, ought to be united in the same religion, and have 
but one altar for them ; being the sons of one man, who 
was very dear "to God, as it here follows. 

Unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel 
shall be thy name.] He purged his family from all idolatry ; 
and then God appeared to him, and talked with him, and 
called him by a new name ; importing the power he had 
with God, (Gen. xxxv. 2—4. 10.13. 15.) 

Ver. 32. Arid with the stones he built an altar in the name 
of'fhb Lord.] Which he might do, being a prophet ; for such 
persons were free from the lesser laws, that they might pre- 
serve the greater. ; , 

And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two measures of seed.] That is, a large trench ; for 
tivo measures are thought to be the third part of an cphah. 

Ver. 33. -And lie put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock. in pieces, and laid him on the wood^] To be a whole 
burhfr-offering. 

And said, Fill four barrels with water.] Which they might 
have out of the brook at the foot of the mount, (ver. 40.) 
or but of the sea, which was not far off. 

And pour it on the burnt-sacrifice, and on the wood.] 
From hence some gather the altar was hollow, into which 
thisAvater run. 

Ver. S4. And he said, Do it the second time: and they did 
it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time: and 
they did it the third time.] That is, they did it till all was 
full of water, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 35. And the water ran round about the altar ; and he 
filled the trench also with water.] This seems to prove the 
altar was hollow, and that there was a trench also round 
about it: both which were as-full of water as they could 
hold, to make the miracle more conspicuous and convincing. 
For what more contrary than fire 'and water? 

Ver. 36. Audit came to pass, at the time of the offering of 
the evening sacrifice.] When the people of God were offer- 
ing their solemn prayers to God at the temple in Jerusalem. 
This is a noted time for great things that were then done. 
(See upon Lev. ix. 24.) 
. That Elijah the prophet came?iear.] To the altar. 

And said, Lord God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that lam thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
at thy word.] He desires him to demonstrate at once by this 
miracle, that he was the only truo God, and that Elijah was 
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his prophet, and that he had done nothing (in bringing, for 
instance, a long famine upon them) but by his command. 
Such miracles were proper, either where a new religion 
was to be set up, or the old one restored, after a. general 
depravation. 

Ver. 37. Hear me, O Lord, hear me.'] He was the more 
earnest and fervent in his prayer, as Abarbinel thinks, be- 
cause he had undertaken to make this experiment of God's 
power, without any particular command from God of his 
own accord; nothing doubting but he would appear to vin- 
dicate his own honour ; though he offered sacrifice in a 
high place, which was against the law. 

That this people mqy know that thou art the Lord God, 
and that thou hast turned tJieir hearts back again] God turns 
men's hearts, though they be not turned; because he not 
only doth that which evidently tends to convert them, and 
is sufficient to do it; but for the present also so affects 
them that they are converted : though they will not take 
care to continue in that pious bent, but start back again 
from him. 

Ver. 38. And the fire of the Lordfettj and consumed the 
burnt-sacrificej and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, 
and licked up the water that was in the trench.] It is called 
the fire of the Lord, because it was sent from him out of 
heaven to testify that he was the only God (as the people 
could not but acknowledge), and it was of such unusual 
force, that it consumed not only the flesh of the bullock, 
and the wood, but the very stones, and the dust, and $11 the 
water that had been poured out there in great quantity. 

Ver. 39. And when all thepeqple saw it, they fell on their 
faces.] Worshipping the Lorcl of heaven and earth. 

And said, The Lord is God; the Lord Jie is God.] This 
repeated acknowledgment shews how .deeply they were 
affected at present, with the demonstration God had given, 
that he only was to be worshipped. Which extorted this 
public confession irom Ihera: but they sopn forgat their 
own convictions, and continued in their idolatry. 

Ver. 40. And Elijah said unto them, Take th# prophets of 
Baal; let none of themescape.] The prophets of the groves, 
I suppose, were not there: Jezebel, on whom they attended, 
(ver. 19.) not suffering them to appear. It is likely they 
were Zidonians, which she brought along with her from her 
own country, when Ahab married her, and were peculiarly 
under her command. 

And they took them; and Elijah brought them dovyi to the 
brook Ki$hon,and sleiv them there.] As perverters of the 
law, and teachers of idolatry; upon whom the people, in 
that fit of zeal wherein they now were, readily executed 
the sentence Elijah pronounced against them. And Ahab 
could make no opposition; being himself also, it is likely, 
astonished at the stupendous miracle. 

Ver. 41. And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and 
drink.] They had fasted and prayed all the daytill the even 
sacrifice was over, that they might have rain ; or, that God 
would decide the controversy in question. 

For there is a sound of abundance of rain,] He bade him 
be solicitous no longer; for plenty of rain was coming, 

Ver. 42. And Ahab went up to eat and drink.] From the 
river that was at the bottom of tho mount, he went up. to a 
place on the side of it, where a tent was pitched for him, 
that he might refresh himself, now that the sacrifice was 
finished ; and by Elijah's prayer he obtained rain, which he 



assured him he heard coming. By these two verses it is 
apparent, that Ahab himself was present to see how this 
contest between his prophets and Elijah, that is, between 
Baal and God, would end. And in all probability was as 
much convinced as the people, that the Lord was the only 
God. * 

And Elijah went up to the top of Carniel.] The prophet 
went a great deal. higher, where he could seethe Mediter- 
ranean Sea; and would neither cat nor drink, till he ac- 
tually saw the rain gathering. 

Andhe cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face 
between his knees.] He fell upon his knees, and bowed his 
"head to the very ground; so that it touched his knees: in 
token of great humility, and most earnest desire, that God 
would remember his people, and send them rain. 

Ver. 43. And he said to his servant.] Who, some of the 
Jews say, was the widow of Sarepta's son. But he was too 
young to wait upon him. 

Go up now, and look towards the sea, And he went up, 
and looked, and said, There is nothing, Andhe said, Go 
again seven times,] It is not easy to give an account of 
these phrases, so often here used, lie went up. First Ahab 
went up, and then Elijah, and now he sends his servant, 
and at last he bade his servant (ver. 44.) go up to Ahab, It 
is most likely there were several risings in this mountain, 
some higher than other* Elijah went to the top of them ; but 
there was another higher, to which he bade his servant go 
up. Or Elijah, perhaps, was near the top; and he sent his 
servant to the very top of all.: and. then bade him go down 
from thpnee, and go .up to that part of the mount, where 
Ahab >vas eatiijg a<nd drinking. 

Ver. 44. And it came to pass, that, at the seventh time, 
there arose a little cloud out of the sea, like a mans hand. 
Jlndjie said, Go up, and say to Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, 
and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.] For he saw 
such abundance , of rain ,comjpg, as would cause. floods, 
and render the way, for the present, unpassable, if he did 
not make haste home. 

Ver. 45. And it came to pass, in the meanwhile, that the 
heavens were thick with clouds and wind, and there xvds.a 
great rain.] While the servant went to Ahab, and his 
chariot was making ready, that little cloud spread itself, 
and in a great thickness covered the face of the sky. 

And Ahab rode, and went to JezreeL] He did not go to 
Samaria; for Jezreel, I suppose, was nearer : and there he 
had a palace, (xxi. 1.) 

• Ver. 4C. And the hand of the Lord was upon Elijah; and 
he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab.] They wore 
loose and long garments in this country; and therefore 
girded them up when they had occasion to run, that they 
might not hinder them. And God now gave Elijah more 
than human strength, so that (though he was an old man, 
xix. 4.) he was made able to run as fast as Ahab's chariot 
drove, like one of his footmen. In which he shewed his 
readiness to do the king all the honour imaginable, and 
that he was far from being his enemy, but only desired he 
would become a worshipper of the true. God, which was, 
he could not but see, the Lord God of Israel. 

Unto the entrance of JezreeL] He thought it not prudent, - 
it is likely, to venture into the city, lest Jezebel should 
seize him, but stopped at the gate of the city, or of the 
palace, and retired to some private place. 
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CHAR XIX. 

Ver. 1. A^NDAhab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done.] 
How he had called for fire from heaven, and had made rain 
to fall upon the earth* 

And withal, that he had slain all the prophets with the 
sword.] That is, all the prophets of Baal, for they only are 
mentioned, xviii. 22. 25. and the prophets of the groves 
(who are said to bo four hundred, xviii. 19.) were still in 
being, as appears from xxii. G. 

Ver. 2. Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, say- 
ing, So let God do to me, and more also, if I make not thy 
Ufe as the life of one of them by to-morrow about this time.] 
This shews the great folly of rage; which gave him notice 
of his danger, and admonished him to avoid it : or, perhaps 
she thought him as courageous as she was furious; and 
that he would not flee ; and then she knew her power would 
be greater than his. 

Ver. 3. And when he saw that, f he arose, and went for his 
Ufe, and came to Beer-sheba, tvhich belonged to Judah.] 
Whither her power did not reach; being in another 
kingdom. 

And he left his servant there.] Because he intended to go 

into the wilderness, where he resolved to spend the rest of 

' his days, and die ; and he would not have the youth put to 

the same straits, in which he was like to be. We read of 

no command from God to fly; nor doth he forbid it; but 

left him to his own prudence. Which made him think it in 

'vain to hope for Ahab's protection; who he saw would 

continue an idolater, and by his example make the people 

revolt to the worship of Baal. Though some are of opinion 

'it was a fault in Elijah to run away, and not to depend 

* upon God to preserve him, in his pious endeavours to keep 
"the people in the true religion; who had so solemnly ac- 
knowledged the Lord to be God. 

Ver. 4. And he himself went a day* s journey into the wiU 

* derness.] This wilderness was that wherein the Israelites 
wandered forty year3 ; and he now travelled as many days. 

And came and sat down under a juniper-tree.] Which 

* some look upon as a sign he did not value life; because 
' the* shade of this tree (under which he not only sat, but lay 
1 downand slept) is thought to be very noxious, as Virgil 

observes. 

And he requested for himself that he might die; and said, 
It is enough: now, O Lord, take away my life.] He thought 
he could do God no further service; and therefore desired 
to be discharged from his office by death; for'all that he 

* could say or do proved ineffectual. 

For I am not better than my fathers.] Unto whoso, ago, 
it is likely, he had lived. 

Ver. 5. And as he lay and slept under a juniper-tree, be- 

' hold, an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and 

eat.] Perhaps he was faint with his day's journey, for want 

* of food at the end of it. ■ 

Ver.G. And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken 

on the coalsJ] It should be translated, upon hot stones, as 

Bochartus shews in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 33. 

Arid a cruse of water at his head: and he did eat and 

' drink, and laid him down again.]- Being weary, and want- 

1 ing rest. 

Ver. 7. And the angel of the Lord came again the second 
fime, and touched him, saying; Arise and eat ; because the 



journey is too great for thee.] Without extraordinary 
strength ; he being an old man, and much tired with one 
day's journey. 

Ver. 8. And he arose, and did cat and drink, and went in 
the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, unto 
Horeb the mount of God.] It was a journey of not above 
four or five days, if so much; but he went about by pri- 
vate ways, that he might not be discovered ; and, perhaps, 
rested sometimes, and lay hid, if there was any danger of 
his being seen. The Jews have made a comparison be- 
tween him and Moses, in twenty-four particulars. But 
Abarbinel shews they were very different, and Moses had 
the superiority,* especially in this thing here mentioned. 
For he is of opinion that Elijah ate and drank every day, 
when he could meet with food, as he might in several 
places of the wilderness. But ordinary food would not 
have enabled him to travel so long as he did : but it was 
by the power of that celestial food which the angel brought 
him, that he held out, it giving him vigour beyond all that 
he could receive from any other nourishment. But in this 
Moses went beyond him, that he had no food at all ; being 
supported by a miraculous power, forty days and forty 
nights, without any sustenance of meat and drink. 

Ver. 9. And he came thither into a cave, and lodged there: 
and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and said to 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah?] As much as to say, I 
have no business for thee here. This is not a place wherein 
to do me service. Which was a secret reproof for flying 
so far away: Judea, Samaria, or Damascus, being fitter 
places for him to be employed in. 

Ver. "10. And he said, J have been very jealous for the 
Lord God of hosts.] He professed that he had not wanted 
zeal for the Lord's service ; but been moved with great 
■indignation against idolatry. 

For the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 
and thrown down thine altars.] He calls the altars that 
had beenerected in high places by the ancient patriarchs, 
or other pious people in following times, God's altars : 
because they sacrificed upon them- to him alone, and not 
t to idols. 

And slain thy prophets with tJie sword.] So Jezebel had 
done, xviii. 4. 

And I, even I only, am left.] There were many prophets 
besides him : but none of them appeared publicly in de- 
- fence of religion, but he alone. 

And they seek my life, to take it away.] These words an- 
■ swer the question, What doest thou Iiere?- He fled thither 
to save his life. 

Ver. 11. And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount 
before the Lord.] Where the Schechinab, I suppose, ap- 
peared unto him, after somo preparations for it. 

And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strqng 

* tvind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks.] He 

* heard a sign of the Divine presence coming, before he went 
out of the cave. -For his angelical ministers, which attended 
his majesty, passed by the mouth of the cave in a mighty 
terrible wind ; which had those dreadful effects here men- 
tioned. 

Before the Lord.] These words shew, that, in exact 
speaking, it was not the Lord that passed by when this 
wind blew, but his ushers> as I may call them, who went 
before the Lord: so it here follows. . 
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But the Lord was not in the wind.'] The Schechinah did 
not yet appear. 

And after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not 
in the earthquake.] The Divine Presence still did not mani- 
fest itself. 

Ver. 12. And after the earthquake afire.] Lightning and 
thunder, just as there was at the giving of the law, which 
Elijah endeavoured to restore. 

But the Lord tvas not in the fire.] Still he heard nothing 
from God ; who by these things prepared him to receive his 
majesty with the greatest humility and composure of spirit. 

And after the fire a small still voice.] At the last the 
Lord himself came, as he perceived by the whispering of 
a voice ; which bade him listen and attend to what the Lord 
should say unto him. There are many pious meditations, 
which this appearance of the Divine Majesty hath suggested 
to interpreters. Particularly Strigelius looks upon it as 
representing the Divine Nature to be inclined not to terrify 
and destroy, but placidly to invite and preserve. God 
easily lays aside his anger (as Nazianzen speaks in his 
oration upon his father), arid delights to exercise mercy. 
For he is compelled to anger by us, Trpbg Bl tovto tt}v 6pjtn)v 
ix*i, but to mercy lie is very prone, as we may speak, and 
by his own nature bent unto it, &c. To the same purpose 
Ralbag discourses among the Jews. Others look upon all 
this as a figure of the gospel dispensation, which came not 
in such a terrible manner as the law did, with storms, 
thunders, lightnings, and earthquakes, (Exod. xix. 16. 
Heb. xii. 18, &c.) but with great lenity and sweetness, 
God speaking to us by his Son, in the most mild and gentle 
manner. And herein also some think he intended to shew 
Elijah that he had all the elements ready armed at his com- 
mand, if he pleased to make use of them, to destroy idola- 
ters : but by that still voice he declared the Divine patience 
and tenderness, which he would have him to imitate, by 
bridling his anger, to which he was by nature very prone. 

Ver. 13. And it was so, when Elijah Jieard it, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in 
tlie entrance of tlie cave.] He first covered his face, in 
token of great reverence to God, not being able to look 
upon the Divine Glory which now appeared; and then went 
out of the cave, (as God had commanded him, ver. 11.) and 
stood in the entrance of it, to listen to what God would say 
to him. 

And, behold, there came a voice to him.] From the Sche- 
chinah, or Divine Glory. 

And said, What does t thou here, Elijah?] The same words 
are repeated which he had heard before, ver. 9. Only there 
they were spoken by the angel, but here by the Lord himself. 

Ver. 14. And he said, I have been very jealous for the 
Lord of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy pro- 
phets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they 
seek my life, to take it away.] He makes the same answer 
that he had done before, ver. 10. He was so full of anger 
(as Ralbag thinks) that he did not apply his mind as he 
ought to understand the vision, and therefore only repeats 
his former words. But God informs him in the following 
verse, that he would take care to chastise the Israelites in 
due time for their apostacy from him; and for that end 
bade him go and anoint Hazael, &c. 
Ver. 15. And the Lord said unto him, Go, return thy way 



to the wilderness. of Damascus.] He. bids him return. the 
way he came to Horeb ; till he came to the way that led to 
the wilderness of Damascus, and go thither. 

And when thou contest, anoint Hazael to be king of Syria.] 
As much as to say (as the forenamed author expounds it), 
Since thou art so angry with the Israelites for th^ir impiety, 
go and anoint one to be king of Syria, who shall' be. a 
scourge, to them. But this was not done presently, nor 
did he himself anoint Jehu ; but ordered that it should be 
done by his successor Elisha; though it may be doubted 
whether any of them were anointed, except Jehu. For the 
word anoint may be no iriore than appoint him king, as kings 
were constituted in Israel by unction. Hence, by a meta- 
phor, it is accommodated to the preferment of men to all 
dignities : as in Psal. cv. 15. " Touch not mine anointed ; J> 
and Cyrus is called the Lord's anointed, Isa.xlv. 1. 

Ver. 16. And Jehu the son ofNimshi.] He was grandson 
of Nimshi, (as appears from 2 Kings ix. 2.) who are fre- 
quently called sons in the holy books. 

Anoint to be king over Israel; and Elisha the son of 
Shaphat, of Abel-meholah, shalt thou anoint to beprophet in 
thy room.] This last was the chiefest command (to anoint, 
that is appoint, Elisha to be his successor), for the other 
two were, to be performed by him, not by Elijah ; who or- 
dered Elisha to do it in convenient time ; and first he ap- 
pointed Jehu king, and afterward Hazael. 

Ver. 17. And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth 
the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay ; and him that escapeth 
from tlie sword of Jehu, shall Elisha slay.] This is not to 
be understood, as if the sword of Hazael should do exe- 
cution before the sword of Jehu, and the sword of Jehu 
before that of Elisha : but it only signifies, as Abarbinel 
observes, that God in his providence had appointed three 
persons to punish the Israelites, according to their deserts. 
Thus he intended Hazael should destroy them in battle; 
which he mentions first, because it is a, general calamity. 
But Jezebel, and the children of Ahab, and the priests of 
Baal, not going out to fight, and consequently not falling in 
battle, God ordered Jehu should cut them off in that man- 
ner as he did, with all the worshippers of Baal. But he 
did not inflict evil upon all the people of Israel, because he 
was to be their king. And though he slew idolaters, he 
did not meddle with little children, whose disposition he 
did not know: but they were reserved to be punished by 
Elisha, who foresaw they would prove idolaters. Thus he, 
with too much subtilty : but in general he saith well, that 
. the Scripture doth not mention these things according to 
the time wherein they fell out; but according to the decree 
of God, who appointed every one to execute that which 
was proper for him to do. 

Ver. 18. Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel.] 
This seems to be a correction of Elijah's mistake, who 
imagined that he alone was the only true worshipper of 
God that remained in Israel. Though Abarbinel will haVe 
it relate to what goes immediately before, that all the Is- 
raelites should not be destroyed : for he had a great num- 
ber (seven thousand being put indefinitely for many thou- 
sand) of pious people in Israel, who had never worshipped 
Baal; and should not therefore be hurt cither by Hazael, 
or otherways. 

All the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every 
mouth that hath not kissed him.] Every one knows that 
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bowing the kfteo'was an act of worship ; and So was kiss- 
ing tlie idol : which was done two ways: cither by apply- 
ing their mouth immediately to the imago (as Cicero 
against Verrts relates of tho image of Hercules), or kissing 
their hand before the image, and then stretching it out, and, 
as it were, throwing the kiss to it. Concerning which Tito 
of adoration Salmasius hath given a large account in his 
annotations upou Flav. Vopiscus, in the life of the emperor 
Probus; where ho observes such kisses were called tabrata 
oscula; and from henco tho phrases osciila jacere, and ba- 
siajactare, and manu venerari, and manu salutdre : which 
he shews out of many authors arc used for this 'Way of 
adoration: tho same ho notes in his Plin. Excrcit. p. 936. 
where Pliny saith, " in ndorando dextram ad osculum rc- 
fcrimus, totum corpus eircumagimus;" ivhen w& worship, 
we kiss our hand, and turn about onr whole body. 

Ver. 19. So he departed thence.'] From Mount Ho'rcb. 

And found Elisha the son of Shaphat.] In his journey 
towards Damascus. 

Who was ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, 
and he with the twelfth.'] His servants managed the rest, 
and he himself drove the last. This shews him to have 
been a great man ; who, according to the manner of those 
ancient times, looked after his business himself ; and was 
taken from the plough to be a prophet, as the Romans 
took some from thence to be dictators and consuls. For 
nothing was in greater esteem than agriculture hrhong'the 
ancient Greeks and Romans', as well as among the He- 
brews. In Homer, we see kings and princes living updn 
the fruits of their lands and their flocks, and labouring with 
their own hands. Hesiod hath made a poem on purpose 
to recommend the country life and labour to his brother. 
lt*rould be too tedious to shew how the Carthaginians ancl \ 
Persians, and indeed all other ancient nations, did not think 
that to do -nothing was to live nobly ; but they studied how 
to cultivate their lands, and employed themselves, as well 
as their servants, in that business. Whence such persons, 
who were of tho best quality, were called avTovpyol, men 
that s did their work themselves, and did not commit the 
care of it to others, but ploughed with their own hands. So 
Quinctius Cincinnatus is said by Dionys. Halicarh. lib. x. 
to have returned from his consulship, to lead, rbv avrovp- 
yo v j3tov, a mstic life, as lie did before it. As the learned 
Jac/Perizonius observes upon iEIian's Var. Histor. lib.i. 
,cap. 31. As for the rest, the Greeks ascribe this invention 
of yoking oxen together to plough withal either to 'Cere's, 
andTriptolcmns, or Bacchus (or some other great person); 
though Moses, who was before them all, wUs Well ac- 
quainted with it; (Dent. xv. 9.) and Job before him, (Job 
i. 3. xlii. 12.), 

Abarbinel thinks these twelve yoke of oxen with which 
Elisha was ploughing, denoted that he should Tie leaded 6f 
tho twelve tribes of Israel. 

And Elijah passed by him, and cast 7ns mantle xtpoh him.] 
He put upon him the prophetical habit; which was his in- 
auguration. Or, as some understood it, this was a token 
that hejmust become his servant, and attend upon him ; and 
consequently succeed in his office, For servants were 
wont to carry their masters' shoes after them, and their gar- 
ments. And accordingly he waited upon him, as appears 
from two phrases, in the last verse : first, he vtent after 
him; and secondly, he 7ninistered unto "him. 



Vfcr. 20. Ancl he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah^ To 
desire him to stay a little. 

And said, Let me kiss my father and my. mother?] Take 
his leave of them. 

And then I will follow thee.'] For he understood that to 
be the meaning of his throwing his mantle upon him. 

And he said unto him, Go back again.] Return to thy 
oxen ; and do as thou desirest. 

For what have I done unto thee ?] He asks him whether 
he thought he had done any thing to hinder him? And so 
this was said to try whether he understood his meaning, 
and was inclinable to attend him. But Abarbinel thinks 
these words signify, that ho had conferred a great dignity 
Upon him; which required him to dispatch his business im- 
mediately; and taking leave of his father and mother, to 
come after him without any delay; since he had done such 
ti great thing to him. Which illustrates the words of our 
Saviour, Matt, xix.21. 

Ver. 21. And he returned back from him.] Went home, 
and then came'to those that were ploughing. 

And took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their 
flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the peo- 
ple, and they did eat.] He made a feast for his servants, 
neighbours, and friends, before he parted with them ; in 
token of the, joy he conceived at his new calling. Which 
"shews he was not a poor peasant, such as our ploughmen 
are; bnt a man of condition, who was able to make a great 
expense upon occasion. 

And Tic arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto 
him?] Clad to leave his estate, his friends, and all that he 
had; glad to serve God in a lower station first, before he 
exfctmtcd the office of a prophet. 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. J±ND Ben-hadad king of Syria.] Ben-hadad is as 
much as the son ofHadad. Which Hadad was of the seed- 
royal in Edom, and escaped into Egypt when David slew 
all the males in Edom ; (xi. 16, 17.) but infested Solomon 
in his latter days, and endeavoured to recover his king- 
dom ; in which he not succeeding, it is probable he es- 
tablished himself in Syria. 

.Gathered all his host together.] The father of this king 
ha5 taken several cities from the Israelites, (ver. 31. xv. 
20.) and perhaps had made them tributaries to the Syrians ; 
which tribute Ahab refusing to pay, he made Avar upon 
him. 

And there were thirty and tivo kings with 1dm.] Such 
petty princes as those in the land of Canaan before the 
"conquest df itt>y Joshua; ^vho were under the protection 
of the king Of Syria, and bound to serve Trim in his wars. 
■But he had better have been without them, and employed 
his own natural subjects only, who had done his business 
mare successfully, (ver. 24.) because it was their own. 

And horsesdnd chariots'] It is not said what number ; 
"Which is 'an argument it was not very great. 

And he 'ivent tip and besieged Sairtaria, and ivarred 
Ugainst it.] He did nbt actually besiege it; Tor his army 
'was routed beforb he could do it. Therefore the sense is, 
he tvent tip to besiege Samaria, and assault it. Which is 
like that speech, Gen. xxviii. 10. Jacob went out from 
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Beer-sheba and went to Haran. Which Rasi interprets, 
He went out to go to Haran. For it presently follows, 
that God appeared to him in the way. 

Ver. 2. And sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into 
the city, and said unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad.] He 
speaks in a haughty style ; just like the messengers of the 
Assyrian monarch to Hezekiah, Tlius saith the great king, 
tlie king of Syria. 

Ver. 3. Thy silver and thy gold are mine; thy wives and 
thy children, even the goodliest, are mine.'] This message 
is explained by the king of Israel's answer. 

Ver. 4. And the king of Israel answered and said, My 
lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all 
that I have.] He was content to be his vassal, and to hold 
all that he enjoyed of him; for so he understood his de- 
mands. But Ben-hadad intended more : or, from his sub- 
missive answer, took occasion to enlarge his demands; 
requiring the property of all he had, which he resolved (as 
appears from his second message, in the next verses) to 
take into his own possession. 

Ver. 5. And the messengers came again, and said, Thus 
speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, Although I have sent unto thee, 
saying, TJiou shalt deliver unto me thy silver, and thy gold, 
thy wives, and thy children; 

Ver- 6. Yet I will send my servants unto thee to-morrow 
about this time, and they shall search thy house, and the 
houses of thy servants ; and it shall be, that ivhatsoever is 
pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it in their hand, and 
take At away.] He tells him the meaning of his first de- 
mand, that he should deliver all he had into his hands. 
Unto which, if he now consented, it should not suffice ; but 
he would send some of his officers to take all, and to ran- 
sack every corner of his' palace, and carry away from 
Irim and from his courtiers (who are meant, I suppose, by 
his servants) whatsoever was valuable : or, perhaps, by 
servants he means all his subjects. 

Ver. 7. Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the 
land, and said.] Summoned a general council of all the 
great men to advise what to do. 

Mark, I pray, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for 
he sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, for my 
silver and my gold, and I denied them not.] But now no- 
thing will content him but my utter ruin, and enslaving of 
our country. In this Ahab shewed some sparks of virtue 
remaining in him ; in that while Ben-hadad desired only what 
ho had in his own disposal, that is, all his private goods, he 
agreed to it: but when all the people, and the public good 
were concerned, he would do nothing without their consent. 

Ver. 8. And all the elders, and all the people, said unto 
him, Hearken not unto him, nor consent.] They promising 
unanimously, I suppose, to stand by him, and defend him 
against so insolent an enemy. 

Ver. 9. Wherefore he said unto the messengers of Ben-ha- 
dad, Tell my lord the king.] Of whom he speaks in as hum- 
ble a manner as he did at first, (ver. 4.) 

All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I 
will do: but this thing I may not do.] For his people would 
not yield to it. . 

And the messengers departed, and brought him word 
again.] Delivered this answer to Ben-hadad, that Ahab 
stuck to his first concession, according as he understood 
his demands, but would not consent to more. 
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Ver. 10. And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, The 
gods do so to me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall 
suffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me.] *He 
wishes he may perish, if he did not bring such an army 
against the king of Israel, that if every soldier in it should > 
take a handful of his country, nothing of it would bo left 
remaining. Others explain it thus ; I will not leave a bit 
of Samaria standing. But the other is most natural; and 
this is included in it. * , 

Ver. 11. And the king of Israel answered and said, Tell 
him; Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as 
he thatputteth it off.] A speech like that, " Do not sing a. 
triumph before the victory." 

Ver. 12. And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this 
message (as lie was drinking, he and the kings in the pavi- 
lions), that he saidunto his servants, Set yourselves in array) 
and they set themselves in array against the city.] Whilst the 
treaty lasted between him and Ahab he was remiss: but 
now he commands his army to be put in prefer, and that 
they should invest Samaria, and plant their batteries 
against it. . , . 

Ver. 13. And,behold, there came a prophet to Ahab king 
of Israel, saying.] One of those that had been hid ; but was 
now commanded by God to appear and carry a message 
to Ahab. Which the prophet thought he might do safely; 
when he brought him such good news, as that which follows. 

Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great multi- 
tude? behold, I ivill deliver it into thine hand this day.] 
Hereby God shewed, that, as he hated idolatry, of which 
Ahab was notoriously guilty, so he hated also insolent 
proud boasters, who imagine they have no superior; and 
that they can carry all things as they please, by their own 
power, i - 

And thou shalt know that I am the Lord.] t Have a new 
demonstration that he was the Lord of all things. - For 
Ahab had no such message brought by any of Baal's pro- 
phets ; which was sufficient to convince him, that the Lord, 
who could foretell and do such wonderful things, was the 
only God. 

• Ver. 14. And Ahab said, By whom?] He gave some 
credit to his word ; and only asks by whom this deliver ?• 
ance should be wrought : for he knew he had not forces 
enough to encounter and overthrow such powerful enemies. 

And he said, Tlius saith the Lord, Even by the young 
men of the princes of the provinces.] The princes of the pro* 
vinces were the governors of the several provinces, into 
which the kingdom was divided. And their young men 
seem to signify their servants, or their pages (as we speak), 
that waited on them. As much as to say, Not by old ex T 
perienced soldiers, but by youths ; who, perhaps, had 
never seen a fight, but had always lived at court. * 

And he said, Who shall order the battle ?] Or, who shall 
begin the fight (as some understand these words), they or 
we ? Shall we make a sally, or expect till they assault us ? 

Arid he answered, TJiou.] He bids the king begin, and 
lead them on. Which was commanded, to encourage the 
young men, and to try whether Ahab would thus far trust 
God or not. 

Ver. 15. Tlien he numbered the young men of the princes 
of the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty- two ; 
and after them he numbered all the people, even all the chil- 
dren of Israel, being seven thousand.] All that he could get 
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together: for these sorely wore not all tho men of war in 
Israel. 

Ver. 1G. And they went out.] Of Samaria* 

At noon.'] When they knew the, Syrians were at dinner, 
taking a repast; if not debauching themselves, as their 
king was. 

And Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the pa- 
vili07is, he and the kings, the thirty-two kings that Jtelped 
him.'] Being perfectly secure that the Israelites durst not 
appear to disturb him. 

Ver. 17. And the young men of the princes of the pro- 
vittces went out first.] And Ahab, no doubt, at the head of 
them. 

And Ben-liadad sent out, and they told him. There are 
men come out of Samaria.] The meaning is; that upon their 
first coming out, Ben-hadad hearing a bustle, sent to know 
what was the matter: and they told him a small party was 
come out of Samaria. 

Ver. 18. And he said. Whether they be come out for 
peace, take them alive.; or whether they be come ontfortvar, 
take them alive.] It was against tho law of nations to ap- 
prehend those that came to treat of peace: but he, in his 
insolent pride, bade his people not trouble themselves to 
examine what they came for, but to take them alive ; which 
he thought they might easily do, being so few. 

Ver. 19. So these young men of the princes of the pro* 
vinces came out of the city, and the army which followed 
them J] The young men only appeared at first; but the rest 
of the army came out a little after. * . 

Ver. 20. And they slew every one his man.] Who came to 
apprehend them.. . * * >> 

And the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them.] At which 
the Syrians were so amazed, by the suddenness of the at- 
tempt, that they fled : imagining them to.be strongor. and 
better prepared for war than they were. 

And Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on 'ahorse 
with the horsemen.] He was possessed with the same fear.; 
and did not endeavour to make his men rally again, but 
fled away together with them. 

Ver. 21. And the king of Israel went out> and smote the 
horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great 
slaughter.] He went out, by the prophet's order, at the 
head of the young men, when they first issued out of the 
city. But now he went out further than he had done at the 
beginning, and overtook the chariots and horsemen; among 
whom he made a great slaughter. 

Ver. 22.. And the prophet came to the king of Israel, 
and said, Go, strengthen thyself and mark, and see what 
thou doest.] He bade him make what preparations he was 
able, and take catre that nothing was wanting to oppose 
the designs of the Syrians against him ; who would cer- 
tainly return, and renew the fight the next year. 

For at the return of the year the king of Syria will come 
up against thee.] At the time when kings used to go out to 
war. Of which sco 2 Sam. xi. 1. , . 

Ver. 23. And the servants of the king of Syria said unto 
him, Their gods are gods of the hills, therefore they were 
stronger than we.] They did not know the God of the uni- 
verse, but only worshipped particular gods; who they 
thought ruled over particular countries, and distributed 
several parts of those countries among them; (some being 
gods of the woods, others of the rivers, &c.) and they ima- 



gined the God of tho Hebrews to ho ope<j3arr]c,.as Pan was 
called by the heathen. For. they had heard, perhaps, that 
their law was given from heaven upon a mountain, and there 
God appeared to them : and tho country of Israel also was 
very hilly : where, upon one eminent hill, God's temple, was 
bnilt) and he was worshipped. And it was known, that the 
Israelites, delighted to sacrifice in high places: insomuch, 
that when they could not come at them, they sacrificed on 
the house-tops, ( Jer. xx. 13.) 

But let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we 
shall be stronger than they.] For, besides that the Syrian 
gods, they thought, had more power in a flat plain country, 
wherein they delighted; there also they should have more 
service of their horses and chariots, which could not fight 
so well upon mountains. 

Ver. 24. And do this thing; Take the kings away, every 
man out of his place, and put captains in their rooms.] He 
had made the thirty-two kings, who were his tributaries, 
chief commanders in his former army: which his counsel- 
lors represented to him as a great error; and therefore ad- 
vised him to displace them, and put his own captains in 
their stead, who would fight better. For they fought for 
their country, which the other did not : and besides, the 
kings, it is likely, were too delicate. to be warriors; and 
were not so obedient to discipline as his captains would be. 

Ver. 25. And number thee an army like the army thou hast 
lost, horse for horse, chariot for cliariot; and we will fight 
against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger 
than they:] Forhisarray they knew would be superior; and 
they should have the advantage of the ground. 

Ver. 26. And it came to pass; that, at the return of the 
year, Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to 
Aphek, to fight against Israel.'} This was a city in the tribe 
of Asher : which, it is probable, was one of those that Ben- 
hadad's father had taken from the king of Israel, (ver. 34.) 
Not far from which was the plain of Galilee, where he in- 
tended to fight. 

Ver. 27. And the children of Israel were numbered, and 
were all present, and went against them.] That is, as many 
as could be got together were numbered, and put in order 
to give them battle. 

And the children of Israel pitched before them like two 
little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the country.] The 
Hebrew word chasiph is no where found but in this place; 
which Kimchi and others translate a little flock. But there 
is no need to add the word little: for the flocks of goats 
are always small ; never so great as those of sheep. For 
they love to ramble, and are scattered up and down, as Bo- 
chartus observes, who translates these words, two flocks of 
young kids; denoting their contemptible number, and, that 
they were weak, feeble, and timorous, like those fugacious 
creatures, as he speaks, Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 51. 

Ver. 28. And there came a man of God, and spake unto 
the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the Lord, Because 
the Syrians have said, The Lord is God of the hills, but he is 
not God of the valleys: therefore will I deliver all this great 
multitude into thine hand, and ye shall knoxo that I am the 
Lord.] This man of God, the Jews say, was the prophet 
Micaiah. 

Vfcr. 29. And they pitched one over against the other seven 
days; and so it was, 'that on the seventh day the battle was 
joined.] It may seem strange that they should look upon 
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one another so long, and watch for /advantages, without 
coruin 0, to any action: for the Syrians had so much advan- 
tage in their numbers, that one would think they should 
have immediately encompassed the Israelites, and de-< 
stroyed them all. But, perhaps, the Israelites were pitched 
upon a rising ground, and the Syrians durst not attack 
them till they came down into the plain. 

And the children of Israel slew of the Syrians a hundred 
thousand footmen in one day.'] In all .probability they sur- 
prised them, by a sudden unexpected, assault: and'God 
dismayed thenr and struck such a terror into them, that 
they could make no resistance. ' hLm 

Verl 30. And the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and 
there a wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men 
tliat were left.'] The wall of the city, under which they lay, 
to be ready to defend it, fell down; either by the Israel- 
ites' batteries, or by an earthquake; and killed or maimed 
a great number of them that fled thither for safety. 

And Ben-hadad fled into the city, into an inner chamber.] 
In the Hebrew the words are, into a chamber within a 
clumber; that is, into a very secret place, where he thought 
he should not be easily found. 

Ver. 31. And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we 
Iiave heard that the kings of Israel are merciful kings.'] 
Better natured than other kings unto those who were in 
distress; they retaining still something of the temper of 
that good king David; who was full of humanity and ten- 
derness, unto which true religion disposes men above all 
other things. 

Let us, I pray thee J] One of his principal courtiers spake 
this in the name of the rest. 

Put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads; 
and. go out to the king of Israel: peradventure lie will save 
thy life.'] This it seems was the posture in thoso' times, 
wherein supplicants presented themselves, when they pc* 
titioned for mercy; as among the Greeks and Romans they 
came in a mournful manner, with a branch of olive in their 
hands. The sackcloth upon their loins was a token of 
great sorrow for what they had done; and halters about 
their necks; a token of their subjection to what punishment 
he pleased to inflict. 

Ver. 32. So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put 
rapes upon their heads, and came unto the king of Israel, 
and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, let me 
live.] He now as humbly petitions Ahab, as Ahab a little 
while ago had petitioned him, (ver, 4.) and he begs of him 
life. Such are the strange turns of human affairs, which 
the ancient historians among the heathens have observed, 
as admonishments to men not to bear themselves high in a 
prosperous condition, nor trust to their present fortune (ap 
they called it), not knowing, " quid serus vesper .vchat," 
what might fallout before the day was done. 

And he said, Is he yet alive ? he is my brother.] He re- 
joiced to hear that he did not perish in the battle; and not 
only pardoned him at the first word, and gave him his life; 
but expressed as great affection to him, as if ho had been 
his brother. This was folly, not mercifulness or good- 
nature. It had been enough not to have tormented him; 
but to lethim not only live, but own him for a brother, was 
stupid inconsidcration. For a man that lately treated him 
so disdainfully could never make a true friend. 

Ver. 33. Noiv the mm did diligently observe whether any 
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thing would come from Mm, and did hastily catch it: and 
they said, Thy brother Ben-hadad.] They were wise per-;, 
sons whom he employed in this embassy; who. watched 
attentively whether any kind word would drop from his 
mouth, on which they might lay hold, and make their ad- 
vantage of it, before he could retract it. And they catched 
at the word brother, and said, Thy brother Ben-hadad lives, 
*and implores this favour, that he may live. 

And he said, Go ye, bring him.] This was strange rash- 
ness,.^ make such haste, as not to advise with his privy- 
council wbat'to do in such a case; 

Then Ben-hadad came forth to Mm; and he caused him 
to come up into the chariot.] It seems that Ahab was still 
in the field. 

Ver. 34. And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities which 
my. father took^from thy father I will restore.] The word 
Ben-hadad not being in the Hebrew, Osiander and some 
others think that Ahab, who .was so kiM as to take him. up 
into his chariot, made this speech to him when he came 
there, that he would not only give him his life, but his 
kingdom also, which he had now power to take from him ; 
and be so far from diminishing his power, that he would 
restore all that had been taken from him by his .father; 
Which senseless kindness was the thing that provoked. 
God to. pronounce that heavy doom upon him, ver. 42. 
But the next words do not well agree with this : therefore 
I take these to be Ben-hadad's words to Ahab, whereby he 
endeavoured to smooth Jiim up and sweeten him, by offer- 
ing to become his subject (as the next words signify), and 
making restitution of all that had been taken from his 
predecessor.' 

And thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my 
father made in Samaria.]' Some think by streets he means 
market-places, where commodities were sold, the toll of 
which should belong to Ahab. Others think he means 
courts of judgment, where he should maintain a jurisdic- 
tion over Ben-hadad's subjects : others, that we now call a 
piazza, of which Ahab should receive the rents. But com- 
monly interpreters think he means fortifications, whereby 
he might bridle the chief city of the kingdom of Syria; 
that they might not make new irruptions into the land of 
Israel: citadels, as we now speak, to keep them in awe, 
and to be a check to them, if they attempted any thing de- 
structive to the Israelites. Yet, after all, Gotf. Vallandus 
hath said a great deal to prove that the, Hebrew word sig- 
nifies palaces, which he being allowed to build, was a great 
token of subjection. We do not read of any such things 
that were built by the Syrian kings in Samaria: nor of 
any cities they took from the Israelites ; unless those taken 
from Baasha, (xv, 20.) who was not Ahab's father. 

Then said Ahab, I will send thee away with this cove- 
nant. So he made a covenant with him, and sent him away.] 
Wherein he discovered his great weakness : for his cove- 
nant was soon broken, as we read in the last chapter of 
this book. 

Ver. 35. And a certain man of the sons of the prophets.] • 
This the Je>ys will still have to be Micaiah : which is not 
likely, for he is called a prophet of the Lord, not one of 
the sons of the prophets. 

Said unto his neighbour in the word of the Lord, Smite 
me, I pray thee.] He bade him give him such a blow as 
might wound him, (ver. 37.) 
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Arid the man refused to smite him.'} Because it looked 
like inhnmanity to strike an innocent person, who had 
done him no wroug. • < • • 

Vcr. 3G. Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not 
obeyed the voice of the Lord, behold, as soon as thou art de- 
parted from me, a lion shall slay thee.] This may seem too 
severe a punishment, till these two things be considered; 
First, that the prophet commanded him to smite him, and 
that by the word of the Lord. Not of his own will, and 
from his proper private motion ; but God required it. As 
if he had said (so Theodorct glosses on it), ovk lyu> <rot, &c. 
It is not I that require this of thee, but the Spirit that is 
within me. And accordingly the punishment was inflicted, 
because he obeyed not the voice of the Lord. And second- 
ly, the prophet commanded this in God's name, not to an 
ordinary man, but El Reehu: which should not be trans- 
lated, to his neighbour, but, as St. Jerome, to his compa- 
nion. And so the Targura, and other ancient interpreters, 
to his fellow ; that is, a prophet bred in the same school 
with himself: who well understood the weight of these 
words, I command thee in the name of the Lord. 

And as soon as he was departed from hint, a lion found 
him, and slew him.'] The Jews say in the title Sanhedrin, 
and other places, that some prophets were put to death by 
the hand of man, and others by the hand of God. They 
* that prophesied what they were not told by God, or they 
that prophesied in the name of idols, were to be put to 
death by the judges : but they who concealed their pro- 
phecy, or rejected a prophecy, their death was by the hand 
of God. 

Vcr. 37. Then he found another man, and said, Smite me, 
I pray thee. And the man smote him, so that in smiting he 
wounded him.] The intention of this was, that he might, 
find the freer access to Ahab, as a soldier well deserving ; 
and that he might the better feign his story : for in such 
a matter the king was not to be dealt withal in downright 
words. 

Ver. 38.- And the prophet departed, and waited for the 
king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes upon his 
face.] As a man in a very mournful condition. The He- 
brews understand it, that he covered his face with a veil, 
or a handkerchief, or bound it about with a fillet (for one 
cannot tell how ashes should cover it), in token that he was 
wounded. So that the king could not know who he was. 
(Sec Bochart's Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 8.) 

Ver. 39. And as the king passed by, he cried to the king; 
and said, TIty servant went out into the midst of the battle.] 
He pretended that he had adventured his life in the late 
fight; being engaged in the hottest service. 

And, behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto 
me, and said, Keep this man: if by any means he be miss- 
ing, then thy life shall be for his life, or else thou shall pay 
a talent of silver.] He pretended, I suppose, that his cap- 
tain having a prisoner of great quality, charged him with 
him; telling him that he should be answerable for him with 
his life, if he let him escape; or redeem his life with a 
greater sum of money than he was able to pay. 

Ver. 40. And as thy servant was busy here and there.] 
Endeavouring, in the fight, to do the best service he was 
able every where. 

He was gone.] In the Hebrew, he could not be found. 

And the king of Israel said unto him, So shall thy judg- 



ment be; thyself hast decided it.] Thou hast pronounced 
thy own sentence; according to your agreement, so shalt 
thou suffer. He had forgot how he had dismissed a greater 
person willingly, else he could not have been so hard- 
hearted as to condemn one that had offended unwillingly. 
But he soon made him think of it. 

Vcr. 41. And he hasted, and took away the ashes from his 
face.] Threw away his disguise immediately; by pulling 
off the cloth wherein his face was wrapped. 

And the king of Israel discovered him that he was of tlie 
prophets.'] Some of the by-standers perhaps knew him, 
when they saw his bare face : or, by the very motion of 
his eyes" before he spak6 (which he did immediately), he 
sufficiently discovered what he was. 

Ver. 42. And he said unto him, Titus saith the Lord, Be- 
cause thou hast let a man go out of thy hand whom I ap- 
pointed to utter destruction.] For the battle was the Lord's; 
and the victory being obtained purely by the Divine power, 
and the singular favour of God, Ahab ought not to have 
resolved how to dispose of Ben-hadad without God's 
leave; but have consulted him (who had put him into his 
hands) what he would have done with him: for he was 
God's prisoner; who was to have his part of the spoil, 
which he would please to choose. 

Therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for 
his people.] The former part of this decree of God was ful- 
filled three years after, when Ahab was killed in a battle 
against the Syrians, (xxii. 1 — 4, &c.) But the latter part 
was deferred until the reign of Hazael, who fulfilled it by 
the wars he had with the Israelites, (2 Kings x. 32, 33.) 

Ver. 43. And the king of Israel went to his house heavy 
and displeased, and came to Samaria.] This heavy sentence 
turned all their joy for the late victory into mourning: Ahab 
being much troubled for what he had done, and for what he 
was like to suffer. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Ver. 1. jcjLND it came to pass, after these things, that Na- 
both the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel.] 
After all those wonderful things which God, had done, in 
giving such victories to Ahab, he coveted the vineyard of 
a neighbour of his. Which is peculiarly noted, as Abarbi- 
nel thinks, to have followed the foregoing history, to set 
forth the extreme great wickedness of Ahab: who spared 
Ben-hadad, as Saul did A gag king of the Amalekites, and 
killed Naboth, that he might get his vineyards. This was 
a high aggravation of his crime, that he basely murdered 
a just Israelite, and let an impious enemy escape. 

Hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.] Not far 
from it, Jf not adjoining to.it: being planted on the same 
rising ground, whereon the palace stood ; for vines throve 
best in mountainous places. 

Ver. 2. And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me 
thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs.] For 
a flower-garden, as some understand it. 

Because it is near my house, and I will give thee for it a 
better vineyard than it ; or, if it seem good to thee, I will 
give the worth of it in money.] This was a fair proposal; 
but the law was against it. 

Ver. 3. And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, 
that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.] 
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As it is natural to all men to value and love the ancient 
possessions that have been in their family ; so the law of 
Moses prohibited the alienation of lands from one tribe to 
another, unless a man was reduced to poverty; in which 
case he might sell it till the jubilee ; but then it was to re- 
turn to him. (See Lev. xxv. 15. 25. 28.) Now, as Naboth 
was in no need, so he considered that if he should, out of 
respect to the king, and merely to do him a pleasure, part 
with his vineyard, he should never get it out of his hands at 
the jubilee; being made part of the ground belonging to 
the royal palace. This makes it probable that Naboth 
was one of the seven thousand, who observed the law 
strictly. 

Ver. 4. And Ahab came to his house heavy and displeased.'] 
Just as he had done, after the prophet had pronounced the 
severe sentence against him, (xx. 43.) 
. Because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had 
spoken unto him; for heliad said, I will not give thee the 
inheritance oj 'my fathers.] Made him a peremptory denial; 
which he could not bear. 

And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his 
face, and would eat no bread.] He was so vexed to be de- 
nied by a subject, that he fell into such a passion, as made 
him sick, and took away his stomach, and made company 
unacceptable to him. In short, he was very melancholy. 

Ver. 5. And Jezebel his wife came to him, and said, Why 
is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?] She soon 
found his mind was more out of order than his body ; and 
therefore desired to know what had disturbed him. 

Ver. G. And he said, Because I spake unto Naboth the 
Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for 
money ; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vine- 
yard for it : and he answered, I will not give thee my vine- 
yard.] He doth not acquaint her with his reason, but reports 
his answer, as if he gave him a surly refusal. Which was 
far otherwise; Naboth representing it as a religious duty, 
(ver. 3.) founded upon the law of God, not to part with the 
inheritance of his fathers, which was allotted to them by 
Joshua, never to be alienated. For in truth they that pos- 
sessed them were only usufructuaries (i. e. enjoyed the 
profits of them), .God himself being the true proprietor, 
(Lev. xxv. 23.) who charged their land with no other 
payments but tenths and first-fruits to his ministers : after 
which he gave them an entire possession of it, to remain in 
their several families for ever, without any alteration, 
which none could make but himself. 

Ver. 7. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou 
now govern the kingdom of Israel?] Is this like a king, to 
torment thyself in this manner? as Ralbag glosses. Or, 
Doth it become a king to beg and pray, and not rather com- 
mand ? Thou knowest not thine own power, but actest like 
a minor, who hath no authority. Or, as Abarbinel under- 
stands it, Canst thou expect things should go well in thy 
kingdom, if thou hast neither will nor power to do any 
thing in such a small matter as this? 

Arise, and eat bread, and let thy heart be merry: and I 
will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.] She 
would not have him trouble himself, but leave her to ac- 
complish his desires. 

Ver. 8. So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed 
them with his seal.] These seals were wont to be worn upon 
one of the fingers of their hand, (Jer. xxii. 24.) and never 



to be taken off night no* day, but when they used them. 
Which shews she was an audacious woman, that durst 
steal this from Ahab's finger (for it doth not appear he 
knew of these letters), and write what she pleased in his 
name; that is, use his kingly authority to what purposes 
she thought good. 

And sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that 
were in his city dwelling with Naboth."] The Israelites, it 
seems, after their separation from Judah, kept up the civil 
polity which was ordained by Moses (though they forsook, 
his religion), having elders and judges in their several 
cities, as they had here at Jezreel : where they had not 
only elders, but also nobles ; that is, captains of thousands, 
and hundreds, as Bon. Bertram observes, cap. 12. de Re- 
pub. Judaica. 

Ver. 9. And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a 
fast.] As if there had been some grievous crime committed, 
or some great calamity had befallen them ; which all the 
people were to bewail, and purge themselves from that 
sin, lest they also should become guilty. And, conse- 
quently, they were to see the crime punished very severely: 
for such days of fasting were spent in punishing offences, 
and doing justice, and praying to God for pardon. • Some 
ask, where it was kept? And Vitringa thinks it might pos- 
sibly be in the very streets of the city: where Ezra kept 
his fast, (Nehem. viii. 1 — 3.) .. 

And set Naboth up on high among the people.'] In this 
religious assembly of the people. For he being aperson 
of an illustrious house (as Josephus reports), was ordered 
to be set in an honourable place : that so it might not be 
thought they condemned him out of hatred, but with grief 
and respect to his person, being constrained merely by the , 
evidence' given against him. Yet, others will have it, that 
the reason he was set in an eminent place, was only because 
all people accused and arraigned were wont so to appear 
before the judges ; that all the people might see them, and 
hear what was alleged against them, and the proofs of it, 
and their defence. 

Ver. 10. And set two men of Belial.] Men of no con- 
science, that would swear any thing for money. 

Before him, to bear tvitness against him, saying.] Such 
was the Roman custom also (which was most rational), 
that the accused should have the accusers face to face: as 
Festus saith, Acts xxv. 16. But some think that she need 
not have put herself to this trouble of proceeding in such 
a formal manner against Naboth in a court of justice; for 
by the jus reginm mentioned 1 Sam. viii. 14. -she might 
have taken his vineyard from him by Ahab's absolute 
power. But that is a great mistake ; for Samuel only meant 
that their kings would take the fruits of their vineyards upon 
occasion for their use, but not the possession of the vine- 
yards themselves; for so all the land might have become 
the king's : and that jus. regium Josephus calls a mere 
tyranny. 

Tliou didst blaspheme God and the king.] The Hebrews 
so much abhorred this crime of blasphemy, that they would 
not express it by its proper name, but said bless, instead of 
curse; as here and in the book of Job. Now it was death 
by tho law of Moses to blaspheme God, (Lev. xxiv. 16.) 
and by custom it was death to blaspheme the king, which 
is forbidden in those words, Exod. xx. 28. And perhaps 
they might stretch that law hither, which forbade any man, 
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upon pain of death, to enrse his fathcror his mother; (Exod. 
xxi. 17.) for tho prince is the father of his country.; But, 
to mako all sure, they accused Naboth of both, of treason 
against God and against the king; that so tho people might 
be the better satisfied to sco him stoned. But there is this 
difference to be observed between these two : that if a man 
had only blasphemed God, he was to be tried by tho great 
court at Jerusalem (as the Hebrew doctors tell us), and his 
goods camo to his heirs: but when any man was executed 
for treason against tho king, his estate went to the ex- 
chequer, being forfeited to him against whom the offence 
was committed. And thercforo it was that they accused 
Naboth of this crime, on purpose that his estate might be 
confiscated, and Ahab enjoy his vineyard. And they 
accused him of blasphemy against God for other reasons : 
that justice might bo 'dono the sooner upon him; or, as 
the Talmudists speak, to increaso their indignation. (Seo 
Selden, de Successionibus, cap. 25. fol. 87, 88.) 

And then carry him out.'] Not merely out of the assembly, 
but out of the city, (ver. 13.) For in the wilderness, and 
before the conquest of Canaan, they executed punishments 
without the camp, (Lev. xxiv. 23. Josh. vii. 24.) and after- 
ward without the gate of the city: whereby they intended 
to testify, that they would take the evil out of the midst of 
them, and not suffer wickedness to remain among them. So 
it is explained, ver. 13. (See Grotius, Matt, xxvii. 32.) 

And stone him, that he may die.] For this was the punish- 
ment of blasphemy : as we see by their attempt to stone our 
Saviour, and their killing St. Stephen in this manner. 

Concerning this punishment, see Sanhedrin, cap. 6. 

Ver. 11. And the men of the city, even the elders and the 
nobles who were the inliabit ants of his city.] The principal 
inhabitants. 

Did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as she had written 
in the letters which site liad sent unto them.] Perhaps she 
sent private messengers to tell them by word of mouth what 
she expected from them, and how she would reward them ; 
as well as public letters to authorise what they did. And 
princps never want instruments to execute their pleasure. 
But it is much there should be none among the judges, and 
great men, that abhorred such villariy: which argues the 
great corruption of their manners by idolatry. 

Ver. 12. They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high 
among the people. 

Ver. 13 And tltere came in two men, children of Belial, 
and sat before him.] As the witnesses used to do in courts 
of judgment; testifying to his face the truth of the accusa- 
tion brought against him. 

And the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against 
Naboth, in ihe presence of the people, saying, Naboth did 
blaspheme God and the king.] This signifies no more but 
that they had the impudence publicly to testify a falsity. 
Though Bertram, in the book beforementioned, (cap. 12.) 
from these words, in the presence of the people, argues; 
" Potestatem populi;" the power of the people in this king- 
dom: because these suborned witnesses gave their testi- 
mony before them. So that it was a mixed government, 
like ours, consisting of the power of the king, of the no- 
bles, and of the people. If this be true, it argues all the 
people of that place to be very wicked; in" that none of 
them excepted against the testimony of such persons, which 
ought not (as Maimonides observes) to have becu admitted. 



TJien they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him 
with stones, that he died.] And his sons with him, as many 
gather from 2 Kings ix. 26. they being condemned as acces- 
sories to his crime. 

Ver. 14. Tlicn they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is 
stoned, and is dead.] They knew that the order came from 
her; and therefore let her know they had obeyed it. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that 
Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to 
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the 
Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for 
Naboth is not alive, but dead.] But by what title did be 
take possession? The Hebrews, I observed before, think 
it was by the right of confiscation ; which was practised in 
all such crimes against the king, (See upon 2 Sam. ix. 7. 
and Grotius, upon Josh. i. 18. and upon this place.) Though 
others think he took possession for want of heirs; his chil- 
dren being condemned with him. 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard tliat 
Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose vp to go down to the vine- 
yard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.] He 
could not but know how Naboth died ; and therefore, by- 
this, consented to that wickedness, which was committed 
also by his authority, (ver. 8.) 

•Ver. 17. And the ivord of the Lord came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying.] Some lesser prophets were employed in 
the late messages sent unto him, (xx. 13. 28. 35.) But upon 
this great occasion God sends Elijah, whom he dreaded, 
not merely to reprove him, but to condemn him to a pu- 
nishment suitable to the crime he had committed; *" 

Ver. 18. Arise, go doiun to meet Ahab king of Israel, 
which is in Samaria.] That is, \rtio reigns in Samaria, 
(ver. 1.) 

Behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone 
down to possess it.] That he might be sure not to lose his 
labour, he tells him where he might find him. , 

Ver. 19. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus 
saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession?] 
He expresses in brief the barbarity of this fact: as if he 
had said, Was it not enough that thou hast taken away his 
life, but thou must seize on his estate, and go thyself in 
person to take possession of it? 

And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Titus saith the 
Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth 
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.] He declares the cause 
of this judgment upon him, but doth not assign the place ; 
for the dogs licked Ahab's blood in Samaria, (xxii. 38.) 
Therefore these words should be translated, as the dogs 
licked, or, in like manner as they licked Naboth's blood, so 
shall they lick thine : mark what I say, even thine. 
- Ver. 20. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, 
O my enemy ?] As much as to say, Wilt thou never suffer 
me* to be quiet? How darest thou to appear in my presence 
again, with such terrible threatenings? 

And he answered, I have found thee. Because thou hast 
sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord.] They that 
sell themselves are wholly under the power of their mas- 
ters : so was Ahab under the power of sin ; a perfect slave 
to his sinful lusts and passions, which hurried him into the 
foulest crimes. 

Ver. 21 . Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take 
away thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him that piss- 
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eth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Is 
rael.] See upon xiv. 10. 

Ver. 22. And I tvill make thy house like the house ofJero- , 
boam the son ofNebat, and like the house ofBaasha the son 
of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked 
me to anger, and made Israel to sin.'] These two families 
were utterly extirpated, (see xv. 29. xvi. 11, 12, &c.) as 
he prophesied Ahab's should be. 

Ver. 23. Arid of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, Hie 
dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall ofJezreet.] In the terri- 
tory where Naboth was judged, and unjustly condemned. 

Ver. 24. Him that dieth ofAhab in the city the dogs shall 
eat: and him that dieth in tlte field shall the fowls of the air 
eat.] See xiv. 11. 

Ver. 25. But there was none like unto Ahab, which did 
sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord,] 
Made hitiaself a perfect bond-slave- to all manner of 
wickedness. 

Whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.] Which did not ex- 
cuse him, yet something mitigated his punishment: for she 
died more miserably than he. 

Ver. 26. And he did very abominably in following idols, 
according to all things as did the Amorites.] There was no 
abomination which the people of Canaan committed (who 
are here called the Amorites, according to the ancient 
language, Gen.xv, 16.) which he did not imitate. 
• Whom the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.] As 
he intended to cast out the whole family ofAhab : who; by 
God's judgments upon the Amorites, might have taken 
warning not to tread in their steps. 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass, when Ahab heard these 
words, that he rent his clothes, and put on sackcloth upon 
las flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.] 
AH these were expressions of very great sorrow and.heavi- 
ness ; which were usual in mourning. And the last words 
the Chaldee paraphrast translates, he went barefoot. But 
it is rejected.by the greatest part of interpreters, who take 
it as we do, for such a slow pace as signified he was re- 
duced to great weakness and feebleness of body, by fast- 
ing and grief; or that he -had no heart to go about any 
business. The Jews tell us in Pirke Eliezcr, cap, 43. 
that he sent to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, who came and 
gave him a certain number of stripes every day ; and that 
three times in a day. But without this fabulous addition/ 
here is enough to signify that he was extremely cast down, 
and very much troubled ; I cannot say for his sin, but for 
the heavy punishment God had laid upon him. It is likely, 
indeed, for the present he might have some sense of his 
sins; but it did not last to bring him to true repentance ; 
that is, to make him forsake them. For we read not so 
much as of any restitution of the vineyard ; much less of 
his forsaking idols. 

Ver. 28. And the word of the Lord came to Elijah tlte 
Tishbite, saying, 

Ver. 29. Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before 
me? Because he humbleth himself before me.] Which neither 
Jeroboam nor Baasha had done, but obstinately went on, 
without the least token of sorrow, when the samo doom 
was passed on them. 

I will not bring the evil in his days; but in his son f s days 
will I bring the evil upon his house.] Such a power there is 
in hearty repentance and reformation of life to obtain a 



pardon, that God remitted part of Ahab's punishment, at 
least deferred it, upon this imperfect repentance. Which 
argued some degree of belief of what the prophet said: 
and accordingly it was his son's blood, not his, which was 
licked up by the dogs in that portion of ground where Na- 
both's was, (2 Kings ix. 25, 26.) . 

CHAR XXII. 

Ver. 1. jCjlND they continued three years.] Not complete, 
but part of three years. (See 2 Chron. xviii. 2.) 

Without war between Syria and Israel.] Though God 
was very angry with Israel, and intended to plague them 
by the Syrians ; yet his anger being deferred for some time 
upon Ahab's humiliation, Elijah did not cause Hazael to 
be anointed king of Syria, who was to be the executioner 
of God's wrath, because it was prolonged for the reason 
now named. Thus Abarbinel. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass that, in the third year, Jeho- 
shaphat king qf Judah came down to the king of Israel.] 
For there was an affinity made between him and Ahab, 
(2 Chron. xviii. 1.) Jehoshaphat's son having married 
Ahab's daughter, (2 Kings viii. 18.) 

Ver. 3. (And the king of Israel said unto his servants, 
Know ye that Ramoth-Gilead is ours, and we be still, and 
take it qot out of the hand of the king of Syria)?] Som§ 
think Ben-badad had not made good his covenant to re- 
store all the cities the Syrians had taken from Israel, (xx, 
34.) whereof this, it is likely, was one. 

Ver. 4. And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with 
me to battle to' Ramoth-Gilead?] He acted now like a pru- 
dent man ; t who, before he resolved upon a war; desired to 
know whether he might depend upon Jehoshaphat for his 
assistance in it: for his forces, in comparison with the 
Syrians, were very small, (xx. 27.) 

And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou 
art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses.] He 
professes himself entirely at his service ; as if they were 
but one person and people, 

Ver. 5. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, In- 
quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day.] But he 
desired first, that the prophets who were in Israel might be 
forthwith consulted, whether God approved of their design, 
and would give them success in it. So good men were 
wont to do, (Judg. i, 1. 1 Sam. xxiii. 2.) 

Ver. 6. Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets to- 
gether, about four hundred men.] Some think these were 
the prophets of the groves, who were not slain with the 
prophets of Baal, because they are just the same number, 
(xviii. 19.) But perhaps there were schools of the prophets 
kept up still in Israel, in imitation of those in Judah, whcre T 
in men were bTed up, who pretended to have this gift. But 
it is plain they were false prophets; for Micaiah calls 
them Ahab's prophets. (See ver. 23.) 

And said unto them, Shall I go up against Ramoth-Gilead 
to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for 
the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.] They 
speak, as if they were inspired by the Lord, and in his 
namo promise 'good success ; for they knew Jehoshaphat 
regarded not Baal, nor Astarte, but only the Lord. 

Ver. 7. And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a pro- 
phet of the Lord besides, that we might inquire of him?] He 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



AGO 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. XXII. 



doth not reject these as no prophets of the Lord, though he 
suspected them ; and therefore desired to know, if there 
was any other that was accounted a prophet of the Lord, 
from whom he might receive further satisfaction. And in- 
deed it is not likely that Ahab would adventure to send for 
such prophets as were professed servants of Baal, from 
whom Jehoshaphat, he knew, would receive no advice: 
but they professed themselves to be servants of the Lord ; 
for whom Elijah's late miracle had wrought in Ahab some 
respect. And Dr. Jackson seems to me to have produced 
a good argument for this, from Jehoshaphat's continuing 
his resolution of accompanying Ahab to battle, notwith- 
standing all that Micaiah had said against it* Which be 
would never have done, had he believed that Micaiah alone 
belonged unto the Lord, and his adversaries unto Baal, 
(book ii. upon the Creed, chap. 18. parag. 2.) 

Ver. 8. And the king of Israel said ttnto Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man (Micaiah the son oflmlah) by whom 
we may inquire of the Lord ; but I hate him :for he doth not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat 
said, Let not the king say so.] We ought to love those who 
speak the truth, not those who speak what plcaseth us. 

Ver. 9. And the king of Israel called an officer, and said, 
Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah.] He would not 
deny Jchoshaphat's desire of hearing him, as well as others; 
lest he should fly off from his kind offer, (ver. 4.) 
* Ver. 10. And the king of Israel, and the king of Judah 
sat each on his throne, having on their robes.] Their royal 
apparel, and all the ensigns of majesty. 

In a void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria.'] 
Where the people used to meet, and causes were beard 
by the courts of justice. (See upon 2 Sam. xix. 8.) 

And all the prophets prophesied before them.] Continued 
to encourage them in their design. 

Ver. 11. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him 
horns of iron; and he said, Thus saith the Lord, With 
these shall thou push the Syrians, until thou have consumed 
them.] Such was the manner, it seems, of prophets in an- 
cient times, by external signs to represent future events : 
as Isaiah and Jeremiah continued to do in future ages, 
(Isa. xx, 2. Jer. xxvii. 2.) 

Ver. 12. And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go 
up to JZamoth-Gilead, and prosper: for the Lord shall deli- 
ver it into the king's hand.] Everyone of them accorded 
in the same sense; that he should certainly be victorious. 

Ver. 13. And the messenger that was gone to call Mi- 
caiah, spake unto him, saying, Behold novo, the words of the 
prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth; let 
thy word, I pray thee, be like the tvord of one of them, and 
speak that which is good.] So mightily did the opinion of 
universality sway with the superstitious people, that the 
messenger thought he could persuade Micaiah not to dis- 
sent from the rest, lest he should fall under the censure of 
singularity, peevishness, and privacy of spirit. And thus 
it is in the church at this day, as the same excellent doctor 
there observes. 

Ver. 14. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the 
Lord saith unto me, that ivitt I speak.] He seems as yet to 
have no revelation about the matter; but when the. question 
was put to him, God taught him what to answer. 

Ver. 15. So he came to the king. And the king said unto 
him, Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-Gilead to battle, 
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or shall we forbear?] The ver* same question that had 
been asked the rest of the prophets, (ver. G.) 

And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the Lord 
shall deliver it into the hand of the king.] And he gave the 
very same answer in the same word that the other prophets 
had done; (ver. 12.) but spake them in such a manner, 
that Ahab plainly discerned he derided and mocked. It 
being as if ho had said, To what purpose shall I contradict 
your prophets? For you have a mind to go, and do so; try 
the truth of their prediction. 

• Ver. 1G. And the king said unto him, How many times 
shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but thai which 
is true in the name of the Lord?] He had not adjured him 
at all, but now he doth; and would do it again, and again, 
if he did not speak seriously, and tell him what God said 
to him ; which Micaiah had not yet done. For he doth 
not use the common preface of prophets to the foregoing 
answer, TIius saith the Lord: because he did not speak in 
God's name, but in his own. 

Ver. 17. And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the 
hills.] Routed, and flying from their enemies to tho hills 
for safety. 

As sheep that have not a shepherd.] In a most miserable 
condition, as sheep are without a shepherd to look after 
them: they being neither strong, nor cunning, nor nimble 
and swift of feet; but exposed to the injuries of all crea- 
tures, when they are left to themselves without a shepherd; 
which is very often repeated in the Scriptures, as if it were 
a proverbial speech among the Hebrews. (Numb, xxvii. 
17. 2 Chron. xviii. 1G. Zech. x. 2. xiii. 7. Matt. ix. 3G.) 

And the Lord said, These have no master.] They have 
lost their king and governor: who was represented by the 
shepherd beforementioned. 

Let them return every man to his house in peace.] All go 
home, and think no more of war; having lost their ruler. 
This was an exact representation of what followed. 

Ver. 18. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, 
Did I not tell thee that he would prophesy no good concern- 
ing me, but evil?] He had always been wont to bring 
threatening messages from God to him: and therefore was 
not (as the Jews imagine) the prophet who brought him 
that gracious message, when Ben-hadad treated him so in- 
solently, (xx. 13.) 

Ver. 19. And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the 
Lord.] If thou dost not delight only in lies, hear what 
have further to say from the Lord. 

I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host o 
heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.] 
This is a parabolical speech, as Abarbinel calls it, signify- 
ing that there was a greater King than Ahab, who would 
judge him according to his works. And in a vision ho saw 
him sitting on a throne, for that purpose, and attended by 
the heavenly host, as Ahab was by his prophets : some on 
his right hand, by which many think he means the good 
angels ; and some on his left hand, by which aro meant the 
bad, who are the executioners of his judgments when he 
pleases. 

Ver. 20. And the Lord said, Who shall persuade Almb, 
that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead ?] It is not to 
be thought there was any such consultation before the Di- 
vine Majesty, who should be employed to persuade him to 
undo himself: but these representations are contrived to 
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bring down invisible things to the meanest capacities of 
men. Who were to know that the Lord resolved to let 
Ahab be deceived and perish at Rainoth-Gilead, rather 
than any other place : that he who let Ben-hadad escape, 
might be punished by Ben-hadad. 

And one said on this manner , and another on that man- 
ner.'] This is said, only to signify that God hath many 
ways of bringing men to ruin, when he declares it. 

Ver. 21. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before 
the Lord, and said, I will persuade him.~\ This is not to be 
understood literally ; but that there are evil spirits who arc 
very forward t& entice men to their own destruction, and 
have power so to do, if the Lord do not hinder them. 

Ver. 22. And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith?] God 
was not ignorant of what he could and would do : but this 
is said, to'represent more familiarly to vulgar understand- 
ings, by what means Ahad was led into destruction. 

And he said, I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in 
the mouth of all his prophets.] Suggest to them that which 
will deceive him. 

And he said, Thon shalt persuade him, and prevail also : 
go forth, and do so.] God permitted this. lying- spirit to 
follow his own inclinations, which he knew would have 
success, and prevail with Ahab to believe he should pros- 
per in this war ; wherein God intended he should be de- 
stroyed. For the prophets had observed how prosperous 
Ahab had been in former wars with the king of Syria : 
which made them forward to promise the same success in 
this also. And Ahab was as forward to believe it, as they 
were to assure it. 

Ver. 23. Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying 
spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets.] They were 
properly Ahab's prophets, not the Lord's; who only em- 
ployed them to mislead him. 

And the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee.] The 
Lord had decreed he should perish in this war; and in 
order to it, stirred up the spirit of the prophets (as Abarbi- 
nel speaks) to prophesy according to their own inclination; 
and him to believe them, and rush into his own ruin. 

Ver. 24. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanahwent near.] 
He seems to be the chief of Ahab's prophets : the head, 
perhaps, of the whole college. » , 

And smote Micaiah on the cheek.] By way of reproach 
and scorn, Jer. xx. 2. Mark xiv. 45. and other places. 

And said, Which way iuent> the Spirit of the Lord from 
me to speak unto thee?] He was confident he had the Spirit, 
and could not imagine how it should depart from him, and 
enter into Micaiah, bidding him contradict all that he and 
his brethren had prophesied. 

Ver. 25. And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that 
day, when thou shalt go into an inner chamber.] Into a se- 
cret place, (xx. 30.) 

To hide thyself] For fear he should be seized and pu- 
nished as a false prophet, and the cause of Ahab's death. 

Ver. 2G. And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and 
carry him back to Amon the governor of the city , and to 
Joash the king's son.] It seems he was in custody, when he 
was sent for by the messenger to come to Ahab. 

Ver. 27. And say, Tims saith the king, Put this fellow in 
prison.] He ordered him, I suppose, to be kept a closer 
prisoner than before. 

And feed him with the bread of affliction, and the water 
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of affliction, till I come again in peace.] He would not have 
him'starved, but fed with coarse bread and bad water; till 
he came home and brought victory along with him. And 
then perhaps he intended to put him to death.. 

Ver. 28. And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, 
the Lord hath not spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O 
people, every one of you.] He desires all the people to mark, 
and be witnesses of what he said ; and take this for a sign 
whether he was a true prophet or not. 

Ver. 29. So the Mug of Israel, and Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah,went up to Ramoth-Gilead.] Notwithstanding the 
long declaration Micaiah had made of God's decree (which 
was altogether concerning Ahab), Jehoshaphat gave some 
credit to the other prophets, who spake in the name of the 
Lord, as well as he. (See upon ver. 7.) ' ' 

Ver. 30. And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I 
will disguise myself , and enter into the battle.] Like a pri- 
vate man. 

But put thou on thy robes.] Appear like a king. ' 

And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into 
the battle.] He knew they would aim most at him, as the 
author of this war; and therefore he would not be known; 
but gives Jehoshaphat the honour (as he pretended) of 
leading the army, and appearing as the chief commander 
of it. But this seems a very odd compliment, to pray him 
to expose himself to the danger which he shunned. There- 
fore, others render it Put on these robes (which he then of- 
fered him); after my example, lay thy cloak, the garment of 
a chief commander, aside : and put on these robes. For 
he brought a double change of raiment into the field; that 
neither of them might be known by their clothes. 

Ver. 31. And the king of Syria commanded his thirty-two 
captains, ivho had rule over his chariots.] Which were di- 
vided, it is likely, into so many distinct bodies. 

Saying, Fight neither with small nor great.] With com- 
mon soldier, or officer, belonging to Jehoshaphat. 

Save only with the king of Israel."] Whom he looked 
upon (as I said) as the sole author of the war, into which 
he had drawn Jehoshaphat.* 

Ver. 32. And it came to pass, when the captains of the 
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, Surely it is the king of 
Israel.] Which shews, that whatsoever his robes were, he 
looked like more than a common man. 

And they turned aside to fight with him: and Jehoshaphat 
cried out.] Unto the Lord for help, who delivered him, and 
moved them to depart from him, as we read in 2 Chron. 
xviii. 31. 

Ver. 33. And it came to pass, when the captains of the 
chariots perceived that it was not the king of Israel.] By 
calling upon the Lord for help; or, perhaps, some of them 
knew him. . N 

That they turned back from pursuing Mm.] Which was 
to be ascribed to the secret providence of God, as Ezra 
tells us in the place abovenamed ; who resolved as won- 
derfully to preserve Jehoshaphat, as to destroy Ahab. 

Yer. 34. And a certain man drew a boiv at a venture, and 
smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness.] 
The Lord, no doubt, directing the arrow to that part, 
where it should penetrate into his vital parts. The LXX. 
into his [breast, through his lungs; for it entered between 
his upper and lower armour. 

Wherefore he said to the driver of his chariot, Turn thy 
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hand, and carry me out of the host ;for I am wounded.] He 
bade him drive to some place where ho might look after his 
wound, which was very painful to him. 

Ver. 35. And the battle increased that day ; and the king 
ivas stayed vp in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at 
even.] There was a sharp fight after this : insomuch that the 
king, for fear his soldiers should run away, would return 
into the field, notwithstanding his wounds, and be sup- 
ported in his chariot, to encourago his army, till the even 
parted them, and then he died. 

And the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the 
chariot.'] It could not be staunched by any means they could 
use, but ran out of his body into his chariot. 

Ver. 36. And there went a proclamation throughout the 
host, about the going down of the sun, saying, Every man to 
his city, and every man to his own country.] I suppose Jeho- 
shaphat ordered a retreat to be sounded; and the Syrians, it 
is likely, were content to be gone, having slain their capital 
enemy. By this proclamation, the prediction of Micaiah 
was exactly fulfilled, according to his vision, (ver. 17.) 

Ver. 37. So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; 
and they buried the king in Samaria. 

Ver. 38. And one zvashed the chariot in the pool of Sa- 
maria; and the dogs licked up the blood (and tltey washed his 
armour J, according to the word of the Lord which lie spake.] 
The dogs licked up the blood, which was mixed with the 
water, wherewith his chariot and armour were washed: the 
LXX. add the word v*c> as if swine as well as dogs had 
licked it up. But as there is no such word in the Hebrew, 
so neither is it in the Chaldee, Arabic, or Syriac; no, nor 
in the Latintranslation. And.it is very absurd; swine being 
not commonly kept in this country. 

Ver. 39. Now the rest of the acts ofAhab, and all that 
he did, and the ivory house that he made, and all the cities 
that he built, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Israel?'] It appears by this short history, 
that he had several noble qualities in him, and would have 
been a great man, if he had not been incurably addicted to 
idolatry. But it is not to be imagined that the house here 
mentioned was built of ivory ; but only inlaid with it. 

Ver. 40. So Ahab slept with his fathers; andAhaziah his 
son reigned in his stead.] See ver. 51. 

Ver. 41. And Jehosfiaphat the son of Asa began to reign 
over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. 

Ver. 42. Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusa- 
lem: and his mother's name was Aztibah, the daughter of 
ShiM.] The intention of the Divine writer of this book was, 
as Abarbinel observes, principally, and in the first place, 
to give us the history of the kings of the house of David, 
with which he begins, and then joins to it the history of the 
kings of Israel. Thus, having finished the history of Asa 
king of Jndah, he recounts the affairs of Israel under Ahab ; 
who being dead, he returns to the history of the kings of 
Judah, who were the chief objects of his history. 

Ver. 43. He walked in all the ivays of his father Asa ; he 
turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the 
eyes of the Lord: ?ievertheless the high places were not taken 
away ; the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high 
places.] This error was so deeply rooted, that the best of 
their kings, till Hezekiah's time (as I noted before), con- 
nived at it: and a great man of ours thinks the prophets | 
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accidentally gave countenance to it. Who had this power, 
that if they dispensed with any positive precept of the law, 
that precept was to cease for a time. Nor can any other 
reason be given of the toleration of high places, before the 
temple was built, and after that of Elijah's sacrificing upon 
Mount Carmcl, and the forbearance of circumcision in the 
wilderness. (Sec Mr. Thorndikc's Review of the Rites of 
the Church, p. 107.) 

Ver, 44. And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of 
Israel.] He did not take advantage which Ahab's death 
gave him, to seize upon the kingdom of Israel, and take it 
from his son. 

. Ver. 45. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his 
might that he sltewed, and how he warred, are they not writ- 
ten in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?] 
See xi. 41. 

Ver. 46. And the remnant of the Sodomites, which re- 
mained in the days of Asa his father, took he out of the land.] 
He made a narrower search after them than his father had 
done, who is said to have removed them; but some re- 
mained without his knowledge, (xv. 12.) 
* Ver. 47. TJtere was then no king in Edom : a deputy was 
king.] The king of Judah deputed one to govern the Edom- 
itcs ; who was the viceroy (as we now speak) of the king of 
Judah. This continued from the days of David, who began 
this dominion over them, (2 Sam. viii. 14.) unto those of Je- 
hoshaphat; whose son lost this authority, (2 Kings viii. 21.) 

Ver. 48. And Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish to go 
to Ophirfor gold.] These ships were not to go to Tharshish, 
but to Ophir. But they are called ships of Tliarshish, from 
their form: for they were made after the mould of those 
ships which traded to that place. And all such ships, where- 
soever they were built, were called ships of Tliarshish. 
Thus Abarbinel. Which seems not to agree with 2 Chron. 
xx. 30, 37. (See there.) 

But the ships were broken at Ezion-geber.] Beifore they 
sailed. 

Ver. 49. TJien said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehosha- 
phat, Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships: but 
Jehoshaphat would not.] He had contracted an amity with 
this king, and engaged himself so far, as to let him join with 
him in this navy; (2 Chron. xx. 35, &e.) but being better 
instructed by his ill success, and by the reproof of a pro- 
phet, he would not continue this league with him. 

Ver. 50. And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and teas 
buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and 
Jehoram his son reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 51. And Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign 
over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshapfiat 
king of Judah.] This seems not to agree with the account 
we have before that Jehoshaphat began his reign in the 
fourth year of Ahab, and Ahab reigned two-a;id-twenty 
years. Now if we take four from twenty and two, there 
remain eighteen ; and so Ahaziah began to reign in that 
year, not the seventeenth of Jehoshaphat. But this is easily 
and truly solved: for the years which the kings of Israel 
reigned, are taken from the years of the kings of the house 
of David : so that if any one reigned in the latter end of 
the reign of a king of the house of David, and the beginning 
of the following year, he is said to have reigned two years. 
An instance of which is in the very next words of this verse. 

And reigned two years over Israel] Not complete, as ap- 
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pears from 2 Kings iii. 1. but part of two years : for Aha- 
ziah died before his second year was ended. v, y& 

Ver. 52. And he. did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
walked in the way of his fatherland in the way of his mo- 
ther.] Who was still alive, to keep him in his idolatry. 

And in the tvay of Jeroboam the son ofNebat, who made 
Israel to sin.~\ He was in nothing amended, by all that had 
befallen his father, and the family of Jeroboam. 



Ver. 53. For he served Baal, and worshipped him.'] Which 
worship had been introduced by his mother Jezebel: be- 
yond the impiety of Jeroboam. 

And provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel, according 
to all that his father had done.] Taking no warning by the 
hand of God against his father, which was very remark- 
able; nor believing the dreadful threatenings of Elijah 
against his mother, and their whole family. 
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Ver. 1. x HEN Moab rebelled against Israel after the 
death ofAhab.] They paid them no more tribute, but ut- 
terly disclaimed their authority over them ; .which they had 
owned ever since the days of David, (2 Sam. xiii. 2.) 
Whereas Edom (which, it seems, in the division of the king- 
dom, fell to Judah, as Moab did to Israel) continued still 
under the dominion of the king of Judah, (1 Kings xxii. 47.) 

Ver. 2. And Ahaziah fell down through. a lattice in his 
tipper chamber that was in Samaria.'] By this lattice, the 
Jews understand some net-work that was in the dining- 
room ; which being decayed, and he leaning upon it, it fell 
down, and he together with it. 

And was sick.] Was bruised, and, perhaps, fell into 
a fever. 

And he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire 
ofBaal-zebub the god ofEkron whether I sliall recover of 
this disease.] Many think this god was called Baal-Semin, 
the Lord of heaven ; whom the Jews, by way of contempt, 
called Baal-zebub; i. e. the lord of a fly, as a god. that 
was nothing worth ; or rather, because his temple was full 
of flies : whereas the temple at Jerusalem, though so many 
sacrifices were offered there daily, never had a fly in it; as 
the Jews relate in Pirke Avoth. But it is not likely, the 
king of Israel would have called this god, for whom he had 
a great reverence, by a contemptible name; which signi- 
fies, therefore, no more than Mvtwd^g pviaypog, a7r6yvtog, 
among the Greeks; which were the titles of Jupiter and 
Hercules ; because thpy were thought to free their countries 
from flies, with which the Ekronites were pestered, lying in 
a moist and hot soil, near to the ocean. Theodoret,Proeo- 
pius, and others, think they worshipped this god in the 
image of a fly : but the latter of them doubts whether it was 
the name of a demon, or of an old woman canonized for a 
goddess. And after all, Mr. Selden thinks the reason of 
this name cannot be found. But the most probable con- 
jecture is, that he was so called from the cure of a con- 
tagious disease. For Pliny tells us, that there being a great 
pestilence in Africa, which was brought among them by a 
multitude of flics, it was extinguished by the killing of them 
all after they had sacrificed to the god Achore. He should 
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have said, the god worshipped at Ekron ; from whence that 
word Achore plainly came, (lib. x. Nat. Hist. cap. 27.) 
And if. this, was the original of the name, it is no wonder 
that Ahaziah sent to inquire of him about his sickness, 
since he was thought so powerful as to cure the pestilence. 

Ver. 3. But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tish- 
bite, Arise, go tip to meet the messengers of the king of 
Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a 
god in Israel,* that, ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god 
ofEkron?] There are two negatives in the Hebrew text 
which increase the sense, Is it not because there is no God, 
none in Israel? That is, Do you not plainly declare, that 
you think there is no God, none at all, in Israel? that he 
knows nothing, n,or can do any thing? Which makes you 
send to Ekron, as if there was a more knowing and mighty, 
if not the only> God there; 

Ver. 4. And noiv therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou 
shalt not come down from the bed on which thou art gone 
up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed.] Unto Mount 
Carmel, it is very probable : for he was presently after this 
sitting on the top of a hill> (ver. 9.) 

Ver. 5.^-Andwhen the messengers turned back unto him, 
he said, Why are ye now come back?] He knew by their 
speedy return, that they had not executed his command, 
and asked the reason. >. . . • > .* 

Ver. 6. And they said tinto him, Tliere came up a man to 
meet us, and said unto us, Go, tuwi back unto the king that 
sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Is it npt 
because there is not a god in Israel, that thou sendest to in- 
quire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt 
not come down from the bed on which thou art gone zip, but 
shalt surely die.] Elijah was -a man of such a venerable pre- 
sence, and spake to them with such authority, in the name 
of the Lord, that they were overawed thereby to obey him, 
ratherthan the king. 

Ver. 7. Arid he said unto them, What manner of man 
was he that catric to meet you, and told you these words?] 
He was not so angry at them for not obeying him, as de- 
sirous to know who he was that was so presumptuous as 
to stop their journey. 

Ver. 8. And they anstvered him, He ivas a hairy man, 
and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, 
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It is Elijah the Tishbite.] Some think ho is said to bo a 
hairy man, because he had long hair on his head and his 
beard, like the Greek philosophers : but it is more proba- 
ble, it was because he was clad with a hairy garment, which 
the prophets were wont" to use, (Isa. xx. 2. Zech. xiii. 4. 
Matt. iii. 4.) And, indeed, the leathern girdle shews what 
kind of gannent he wore. (See Dr. Hammond, upon the 
place last mentioned, annot. d.j This was the simplest and 
most ancient garment; and therefore the old heroes are 
said to have been clothed in the skins of lions, or tigers, or 
bears, &c. And, perhaps, by this rude habit the prophets 
expressed their great grief for the sad condition the Israel- 
ites were in, when they came to call them to repentance. 

Ver. 9. TIten the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with 
his fifty : and he ivent tip unto him.'] Not to the place where 
he was, but so near that he might hear him deliver his 
message. 

(And, behold, he sat upon the top of a hill), and he spake 
unto him, Thou man of God; the king hath said, Comedown.'] 
Sent him with an order, to command him to come down to 
him. But the prophet thought he did but mock him, when 
he called him a man of God, as appears by the punishment 
he inflicted on him. For it is as if he had said, Thou that 
callest thyself a man of God, come down, or I will fetch 
thee.* He would not be at the pains to go to the top of the 
hill; but thought it sufficient to require him, in the king's 
name, to'come down, and surrender himself into his hands. 

Ver. 10. And Elijah answered and said unto the captain 
of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from 
heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came 
down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.] If 
I be a man of God, as thou sayest, but dost not think, then 
I am not bound to obey the king, but God (as Abarbinel 
glosses upon these words), nor am I subject to his power, 
but unto God's; who will make thee know that he judges 
in the earth. ' And immediately he and his men were con- 
sumed with lightning, according to Elijah's word. . Who 
chose to destroy them by fire from heaven (as he goes on), 
because he had at Mount Carmel balled for fire to consume 
the sacrifice. Which miracle they slighting, and coming 
now in a proud manner to carry him by force to Samaria 
(where he knew Jezebel would put him to death), he called 
for fire to consume them. 

Ver. 11. Again also he sent unto him another captain of 
fifty with his fifty; and he answered and said unto him, O 
man of God, thus Itath the king said, Come down quickly.] 
This man was more insolent than the former, charging the 
prophet to obey without d^lay, and notmake him stay; 
or think to dally with him. And, by the following words, 
it appears, this was the voice of the whole company. 

Ver. 12. And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be 
a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume 
thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from 
heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.] He knew that evil 
was determined against him by Ahaziah, and' therefore de- 
fended himself, in this manner, from his cruelty; that he 
might be afraid to meddle with him, when he saw the 
Divine vengeance so terrible against those that came to 
apprehend hiin. 

Ver. 13. And he sent again a captain of the third fifty 
with his fifty. And the third captain went up, and came 
and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him. ami 



said unto him, O man of God, I p. ay thee, let my life, and 
the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight.] 
He humbly entreated him, on his bended knees, to spare 
his life, and the lives of those that accompanied him, who 
did not come willingly, much less of their own accord : but 
were commanded by their lord and master to make known 
his pleasure to him. 

Ver. 14. And, behold, tliere came fire from heaven, and 
burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with their 
fifties: therefore let my life now be precious m thy sight.] 
He was sensible of the hand of God against those that 
came with such a command before, and acknowledges he 
was at Elijah's mercy; but hoped he would take compas- 
sion upon him, since he owned him really to be a man of 
God, and believed his power ; as appeared by his falling 
down most reverently before him, and beseeching his pity, 
and calling those with him his servants. 

Ver. 15. And the angel of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go 
down ivith him ; and be not afraid of him. And he arose, and 
went down with himunto the king.] This is a great instance 
of the prophet's faith and obedience to God; who he trusted 
would protect him from the wrath of the king, and the ma- 
lice of Jezebel. Of whom he had great reason to be afraid, 
having ordered the prophets of Baal to be slain, and now 
sent the king an unwelcome message, and done terrible 
execution upon two of his captains and their companies. 
The first of which made him fly the country, (1 Kings xix. 
3.) Jezebel threatening his destruction; and had con- 
strained him to conceal himself for a long time, and not 
come to Samaria: which was the reason, as Abarbinel 
observes, that we hear nothing of him in the war of-Ben- 
hadad against Israel, (1 Kings xx.) nor in the war of Ahab 
against Ben-hadad, (chap, xxii.) But now, having a com- 
mand from God for it, as he had in the case of Naboth, he 
boldly goes to the king, and confirms with his own mouth 
that ungrateful truth, which he had already told him by his 
messengers. 

Ver. 16. And he said unto him, Tims saith the Lord, For- * 
asmuch as thou hast sent messengers to inquire of Baal- 
zebub the god ofEkron, (is it not because there is no God in 
Israel to inquire of his word?) therefore thou shall not 
comedown from off that bed on which thou art gone up, but 
shall surely die.] There was more discourse passed between 
them, no doubt, than this : but this was the conclusion of 
all, that the sentence which God had pronounced against 
him was irreversible ; and therefore he should not think of 
living much longer, but make use of the time remaining to 
repent of his sins. . - 

Ver. 17. So he died,' according to the word of the Lord, 
which Elijah had spoken.] It is likely he told hiin the very 
day when he should die. 

AndJehoram reigned in his, stead, in the second year of 
Jehoram the son .of Jehoshaphat king ofJudah; because he 
had no son.] Therefore this brother of his succeeded him. 
Who began to govern in this second year of Jehoshaphat\s 
son ; but was king before, (iii. 1.) only very young, and, as 
some of the Jews think, under the care of Jehoshaphat. 
But Kirachi seems to have better reconciled this seeming 
difference, That Jehoshaphat declared his son Jehoram 
king while he lived, and he reigned with him seven years. 
The occasion of which is intimated in 2Chrou.xx. 3. " He * 
gave the kingdom to Jehoram, because he was the first- 
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Ijom," and gave gifts to. the rest of his sons. Who being 
many, began to strive about the succession to the kingdom: 
which belonging to the first-born, Jehoshaphat, to quiet 
them all, declared Jehoram king together with himself, 
and he reigned with him seven years. When it is said 
therefore that Ahab's Jehoram reigned in the second year 
of Jehoshaphat's son Jehoram, the meaning is, the second 
year that he reigned with his father Jehoshaphat who was' 
then living. . 1 . i- 

.Ver. 18. Now the rest of the acts o/Akaziah which he 
did, are they net written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings ofJudah ?] They were but few, because he reigned a 
very short time ; but yet, according to 'custom,- they were 
recorded in a public register. Of which, see on 1 Kings 
3d. 41. i - • • 

CHAP. IL 

Ver. 1. jrm.ND it came to pass, when the Lord would take 
up Elijah into heaven by a xvhirlwind.] By a mighty sound 
of wind which the angels raised, who came to fetch him : 
of which translation he himself had some notice, by the 
spirit of prophecy. . , r i. , t> . A * 

That Elijah went with Elislia from Gilgal.] Unto this 
place he retired before his assumption to heaven, it having 
been (as Abarbinel discourses) a place.of great holiness ; 
where the Israelites made their first encampment, after 
they entered the land of Canaan ; and where Joshua had 
set up twelve stones, taken out of Jordan, in memory of 
their miraculous passage over that river. Here also Joshua 
circumcised the Israelites, and kept the first passover, and 
set up the tabernacle, and the ark *of the covenant, which 
remained here a long time. . ; 

Ver. 2. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray 
thee ; for the Lord hath sent me to Beth-el'] Another place 
in ancient time Tery holy, God appearing here to Jacob 
more than once, (Gen. xxviii. 19. xxxv. 6. i).) This Elijah 
said to try Elisha ; for he did not intend to conceal his as- 
sumption into heaven, and to have no witnesses of it. His 
humility indeed was great, but it was not fit to obscure the 
glory of God, which herein miraculously appearod. 

And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and as thy 
tsoul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they two went down to 
Beth-el.'] They were not wont anciently to swear by the 
name of God (out of the reverence they bare to him), but 
by some lesser thing which depended on it ; as Joseph did 
by the life of Pharaoh ; that is, as true as that Pharaoh 
lives. And Elisha puts, both here together, as sure as God 
liveth, and thou livest, I will not leave thee. (See Grotius, 
de Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. ii. cap. 13. n. 2.) 

Ver. 3. And the sons of the prophets that were at Beth-el 
came forth to Elisha.] In these very corrupt times, and in 
that place where the golden calves wero worshipped, God 
did not wholly forsake the Israelites; but continued the 
schools of the prophets among them. For by the sons of 
the propliets are meant the scholars of the prophets, whom 
they educated, and trained up in religion and piety; and 
God, by degrees, bestowed on some of them the spirit of 
prophecy. .This was a great testimony of God's love to an 
apostate people ; among whom he left prophets to recover 
them from their idolatry. For even in the chief place of 
impiety (which was Beth-el) they were not wanting. And 
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it is still more remarkable", that prophets of -greater excel- 
lency for their miracles were continued in Israel than were 
in Judah; because they needed them more, to turn their 
hard hearts from the worship of idols ; and to support the 
pious persons that remained among them, and proserve them 
from deserting their religion. For it seems to me very pro- 
bable, that these sons of Ute propliets were such ministers 
j to the prophets, as the evangelists were 'to the apostles : 
whom the prophets sent to publish their prophecies and 
instructions to the people, where they could not go them- 
selves. And perhaps they taught them the law of God, 
and explained it to them ; of which there was great need 
in those idolatrous times. 

And said unto him, Knoivest thou that the Lord will take 
away thy master from thy head to-day ?] It was revealed 
to some of them by God, and they, told it to the rest of the 
company of the prophets. Who allude to their manner of 
sitting in their school, when they say God would take 
away Elijah from his head: that is, deprive him of his in-, 
structions. \ For, it is well known, that the scholars sat 
below at their master's feet, and the master above over 
their head, when they taught them. 

And he said, Yea, I know it ; hold you your peace.] Say 
no more of it: I would not be disturbed with the thoughts 
of it. Or, let not my master know that I understand it. '< 
- Ver. 4. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray 
thee.] He doth not lay his commands upon him, (as he. did 
unto a former servant," 1 Kings xix. 3.) but only entreats 
him, and in a more tender manner than he did before/to 
accompany him no further. 

For the Lord hath sent me to Jericho.] Another remark- 
able place, as Abarbinel observes, to which he went : that, 
as Moses, when he turned hisface towards this place, (Deut. 
xxxiv. 1.) departed this life; so this should be the last 
place wherein Elijah would remain, before he left the 
world. A place also famous for many miracles done there. 

And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I 
will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.] He hoped 
for some great blessing from him, when he was carried up 
to heaven 4 and therefore continued firm in his resolution, 
to attend that wonderful change. 

Ver. 5. Arid the sons of the prophets that tvere at Jericho, 
came to Elisha, and said unto him/Kriowest thou that the 
Lord will take away thy master from thy head to-day ? And 
he said, Yea, I know it ; hold youyour peace.] Here was an- 
other school, where the same holy Spirit revealed the mind 
of God to them ; as it had done at Beth-el. And it is a 
probable opinion of Kimchi, who affirms there. were the 
like schools in other cities of Israel. 

Ver/6. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, here, I pray 
thee; for the J^ord hath sent me unto Jordan.] Another 
place, where God had wrought great wonders. .' Not far 
from which, as Kimchi notes, the .great prophet Moses 
died ; and therefore God intended to. translate Elijah near 
to this place. 

And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth; I 
will not leave thee. And they two went on.] From Jericho 
to the river Jordan. 

Ver. 7. And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, 
and stood to view afar off.] They were confident the time 
of his assumption drew near, and were very desirous, if it 
were possible, to see the manner of it: but were not ad- 
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mittcd to accompany him to the place, where he was taken 
up to heaven, as Elisha did ; for they took this view at 
Jericho, (ver. 15.) 

Arid they two stoodby Jordan.] The rest being forbidden, 
I suppose, to go thither with him. 

Ver. 8. And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it to- 
gether.'] This mantle of his is mentioned five times in these 
books; thrice in this chapter, and twice in 1 Kings xix.13. 
19. In all which places it is called adareth : which is a 
word signifying a royal robe, as ^yell as a prophetical, 
(Jonah iii. 6.) The LXX. in all the five places now men- 
tioned, translate it^Xomi), which properly signifies the pro- 
phetical mantle to be made of lamb-skin: being an upper 
garment thrown over the shoulders, and some think com- 
ing down to the heels. t , 

And smote the waters, and they were divided hither and 
thither, so tltat they two went over on dry ground.] God 
made a dry path in the middle of the river, whose waters 
stood oh each side of it. . 

Ver. 9. And it came to pass, when they were gone over, 
that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, 
before I be taken from thee. And Elisha said, Let, I pray 
thee, a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.] They are 
much mistaken, who imagine he begged as much more of 
the Spirit as Elijah had; for that had been very arrogant; 
He only desired to have such a portion of it, as the first- 
born in a family had of his father's estate. That is, as 
much more of his spirit, as any of the rest of the sons of 
the prophets: for the portion of the first-born was double 
to that of the rest of the children. In short, he did not 
desire to excel his master, but his school-fellows. (See 
P. Fagius upon Deut. xxi. 17.) 

Ver. 10. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing.] 
Such gifts were rarely bestowed. 

Nevertheless, if thou see m$ when I am taken from thee, it 
shall be so unto thee ; but if not, it shall not be so.] Mark, 
this is a sign whether thou shalt have what thou desirest 
or pot 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked.] Of the happy state, it is likely, to which Elijah was 
going. 

That, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses 
of fire, and parted them both asufider ; and Elijah ivent up 
by a whirlwind into heaven.] Angels appeared before them, 
in the form of a bright chariot and horses, running towards 
them upon the ground ; which coming between them, sepa- 
rated them one from the other. For Elijah mounted the 
chariot, and in a great gust of wind governed by angels, 
was transported into heaven. That is, saith Abarbinel, 
into the air: for he being a stranger to Christianity, could 
not conceive how an earthly body could live among the 
celestial inhabitants; and therefore, according to the gross 
imaginations of the Jews, imagines he is still upon the 
earth, in the garden of Eden. But these are ignorant con- 
ceits. The plain sense is, that his body being transformed 
in his passage towards heaven, he was carried up to live 
among the angels. 

The heathens themselves did not disbelieve such things : 

as appears by the story of iEganympha, who was made 

immortal by Jupiter; and of Driope by the Hamadryades : 

* and Bacchus assured Cadmus, that by the help of Mars he 

should live for ever in the isles of the blessed, whither they 



said Alcumcne was snatched up by Mercury, at the com- 
mand of Jupiter, &c. (See Dan. Huctius in his Alnetanee 
Quacstiones, lib. ii. cap. 12. n. 30.) 

Ver. 12. And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my 
father!] So they called their masters and instructors. 

The chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof] And he 
alludes to what he beheld; and very fitly compared Elijah 
to chariot and horsemen, which the Israelites wanted in 
their armies ; but he was instead of them by his counsels 
and prayers; whereby they might have obtained great vic- 
tories, if they would have been obedient to his word. 

And he saw him no more : and lie took hold of 7iis own 
clothes, and rent them in two pieces.] To express his sor- 
row for so great a loss. 

Ver. 13. And he took up also the mantle of Elijah that 
fell from him.] This dropped from him as he went up to 
heaven: in token of the spirit that should be given to Eli- 
sha, according to his promise. 

And went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan.] Whose 
waters were come together again, after he and Elijah got 
over. 

Ver. 14. And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and said, Where is the Lord God of Elijah?] That is; 
let him shew his presence with me, and his power, as he 
did with Elijah. But we do not translate these last words 
exactly, two words being left out; viz. aph-hu, which the 
LXX,. put into one, a^dj, of which I know not the sense. 
And the Chaldee translates it, receive my petition ; without 
any reason; those words carrying in them nothing of that 
signification. The best account of them is that winch I 
meet with in a short dissertation by Joh. Frischmuthus, de 
Orig. et Prosapia Eliae. where he observes, that Elisha 
having asked this question, Where is the Lord God of Eli* 
jah? answers himself in these words, " Aph-hu, etiam ille 
adhuc -supercst;" yea, he is yet in being.. Thus Abarbinel 
expresses the sense : . Though Elijah be not here, yet his 
God is. The servant is wanting, but not the Lord. The 
blessed God is still present, and will supply his place. 

Andwhen he also had smote the waters, they parted hitJier 
and thither; and Elisha went over.] Just as Elijah had done 
a little before, (ver. 8.) 

Ver. 15. And when the sons of the prophets, which were to 
vieiv at Jericho, saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah 
doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and 
bowed themselves down to the ground before him.] In token 
of their reverence to him, as the father of the prophets. 

Ver. 1G. And they said unto him, Behold now, there are 
with us fifty strong men.] Fit to undertake such an expe- 
dition as they propose. 

Let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master; lest per- 
adventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him tip, and 
cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley.]. They 
had but an imperfect notice of what God intended, when 
they asked Elisha if he knew the Lord would take his 
master from him. For they imagined he might not be 
quite taken away; but only for a time: or, that if his spirit 
were taken into heaven, his body might possibly be thrown 
upon some of the neighbouring mountains or valleys. 

And he said, Ye shall not send.] For he knew it would be 
to no purpose". 

Ver. 17. And when they urged him until he was ashamed, 
he said, Send.] He was afraid they should think he wanted 
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love to his master; or, was so ambitious to enjoy his place 
and authority, that he was loath he should be found alive. 

And they sought him three days, but foundJiim not J] In 
that time they searched every place, where they thought it 
likely he might be cast. 

Ver. 18. And when they came again to him (for he tar- 
ried at Jericho'), he said unto tltem, Did not I say unto you, 
Go not?'] By this he settled his authority, in that he fore- 
told them their labour would be lost. 

Ver. 19. And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Be- 
liold, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lordseeth; 
but the water U naught, and the ground barren.'] Things 
did not thrive in that soil; but the people and the cattle 
miscarried, and the fruit fell off from the trees, as the mar- 
gin translates it. Which curse, Abafbinel thinks, had been 
upon this place ever since the time of Joshua. 

Ver. 20. And he said, Bring me' a new cruse, and put 
salt therein: and they brought it to him.] He would have 
a new cruse, that had never been nsed; and brought by 
them, together with the salt, that there might be no suspi- 
cion of fraud (as Abarbinel observes), nor the. virtue as- 
cribed to any thing that was in the cruse before, but 
merely to the power of God. The Jews' also in Michilta 
say, that his putting salt into it, made this a miracle in a 
miracle: for it makes water less potable, and ground 
more barren. i ».' Y* s 

Ver. 21. And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, 
and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I 
Iiave healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any 
more death or barren land.] He wrought the. miracle at 
Jordan, as the forenamed author observes, for his own 
sake; that he might make an experiment, whether the Di- 
vine influence which was upon Elijah was derived unto 
him. But this at Jericho he wrought for the, sake of the 
sons of the prophets who dwelt there; that they might 
know the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Ver. 22. So the waters were healed unto this day, accord- 
ing to the saying of Elisha, which he spake.] By this the 
people of the city (who besought this favour from him, ver. 
19.) saw that he was a man of God, to whom they owed 
obedience. 

Ver. 23. And he went up from thence to Beth-eL] That 
he might visit the sons of the prophets who were in that 
city, and comfort them for the loss of Elijah; by letting 
them see the Spirit of God was upon him. It is very pro- 
perly said he ivent up thither, because it stood upon a 
hill, and there was an ascent from Jericho thither; (Josh, 
viii. 3. 17.) though Elijah and he, going another way, arc 
said to go down to Beth-el, (ver, 2.) 

And as he was going up by the tvay, there came forth 
little children out of the city J] The word naarim signifies 
grown youth, as well as little children. For Isaac, when 
he was twenty-eight years old, is called naar, (Gen. xxii. 
5. 12.) and Joseph, when he was thirty, (xli. 12.) and Re- 
hoboam when he was forty, (2 Chron, xiii. 7.) And this is 
to be understood here of adult persons, who had a hatred 
to the prophet. 

And mocked him.] By the instigation of their parents, or 
of Baal's priests (as they will have it, who take them for 
mere children), who stirred them up, and taught them to 
jeer at his bald pate, and so laughed at the ascension of 
Elijah. 



And said unto him, Go up thou bald head, go up thou 
bald head.] Their repetition of these words expresses their 
earnestness and vehemence in their contempt]of him. For, 
as hair was always accounted a singular ornament, so bald- 
ness was disgraceful. Insomuch that Caesar, as Bochartus 
hath observed, could not bear with those .who jeered him 
upon this account; and thought it the highest honour the 
senate did him, in decreeing he should always appear with 
a wreath of laurel upon his head. t t/ '*• . 

When they call upon Elisha to go up, they flouted, as 
Abarbinel thinks; at the ascension of Elijah to heaven;, the 
news of which had' been brought thither, and reported by 
the prophets 9f that place. Which the idolaters laughed 
at, and bade Elisha go up to heaven also, that they might 
not be troubled with him. ThusT find also the author of 
the questions and answers, ad Orthodoxos, understands 
these words: which were sppken, irpoe Staavpjtbv rrjg tov 
'HXfov avaX{]ipe(og, to reproach the assumption of Elijah: us 
if .they had said, Aa/xj3av£rw ical <rz nvtvfjca, Let the Spirit take 
thee also, and cast thee upon some inaccessible mountain; 
that we maybe rid of thee, as we are of him. (Respons.80.) 

Ver. 24. And he turned back, and looked upon them, and 
cursed tliemin the. name of the Lord.]"Th\s contempt of 
him, not as a man merely, but as a prophet, provoked the 
anger, of God; who moved Elisha to lay. a curse upon 
them, and punish them, as Moses did Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ; and St. Peter did Ananias and Sapphira. M 

And there came two she-bears out ofthewood*] Who it is 
likely had been robbed of their whelps: which made them 
the more fierce and outrageous. ' - -*'.' >•••' r> 

And tare forty and two children of them.] This was done 
by an extraordinary direction of God;- who moved the 
bears at that moment to come out of the wood, when Elisha 
pronounced the curse; and to make such a great havoc 
among them, when two or three would have satisfied their 
hunger. •,**•' ' 

Ver. 25. And he went from thence • to Mount Carniel.] 
Where it is probable he had many disciples: among whom 
he intended to be awhile retired. 

And from thence he returned to Samaria.] To testify 
against their idolatry. And it is highly probable there was 
a college of prophets even in Samaria, as there was in 
Beth-el and Jericho, whom he went to encourage. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OWJeJioravi thesonpf Ahab began to reign over 
Israel in Samaria, the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king 
of Judah, and reigned twelve years.] Ahaziah his brother, 
reigned two years, and began his reign in the. seventeenth 
year of Jehoshaphat: (1 Kings xxii. 51.) 'that is, part of 
the seventeenth year, and part of the eighteenth, which was 
accounted for two years. In the latter end of which Jeho- 
ram his brother began to reign : when Jehoram, the son of 
Jehoshaphat, had two years reigned with his father. (See 
i. 17.) 

Ver. 2. And he wrought evil in the sight of the Lord, but 
not like his father, and like his mother; for hepiit away the 
image of Baal which his father had made.] He did not break 
it in pieces, as he would have done if he had heartily hated 
it, but only put it away out of the temple; being afraid, lest 
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the judgments of God should fall upon him, as they had 
done upon his father. And the king of Moab being now in 
rebellion against him, Jchoshaphat perhaps refused to help 
him, whilst he was a worshipper of Baal. It is much that 
his mother, who had brought this worship with her from 
the Zidonians, should suffer him to remove this image; but 
she was a littlo daunted, perhaps, at the many disasters 
which had befallen their family, and was contented with 
worshipping Baal in private. 

Vcr. 3. Nevertheless, he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam 
the son o/Nebat, who made Israel to sin; he departed not 
therefrom.'] It was easier to remove the image "of Baal than 
to put away the calves; for that was new, but the other 
had been of long standing; and the most likely course 
they could think of to maintain the division of the two 
kingdoms. 

Vcr. 4." And Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-master.'] 
The riches not only of private men, but also of kings, in 
ancient time consisted much in sheep and cattle : which, I 
have observed before, they looked after themselves : and 
their sons kept their sheep, as Bochartus shews in his Hie- 
rozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 44. And thus the greatest 
part of the world lived, during the space of near four thou- 
sand years. Which did not hinder them from being, at the 
same time, a brave and warlike people, as appears by the 
ancient Romans, who were thus bred; and subdued all 
Italy, and at last made themselves masters of the world. 
For this sort of life was the cause of their great strength, 
making their bodies robust, arid hardened to labour, and 
accustomed to a severe discipline. There cannot be a 
greater instance of this than we have in Cato the Censor, 
who passed through all the great offices of the republic of 
Rome, had governed provinces, commanded armies, was a 
great orator, lawyer, and politician; who did not disdain 
to write a treatise concerning all the ways that are neces- 
sary for the improving lands, and how stables and houses 
were to be built for several sorts of cattle, and how presses 
were to be made for wine and oil, &c. Insomuch, that any 
one may see he was perfectly acquainted with country bu- 
siness, and that he did not write for ostentation, but for 
the use and service of mankind. 

And rendered to the king of Israel a hundred thousand 
lambs, and a hundred thousand rams, with the wool.'] This 
was a prodigious number, and being rendered unshorn, 
made them more valuable. But we are to consider that 
these countries abounded with sheep; insomuch, that So- 
lomon offered a hundred and twenty thousand at the dedi- 
cation of the temple, (2 Chron. vii. 5.) and the Reubenitcs 
drove from the Hagarites a hundred and fifty thousand, 
(1 Chron. v. 21.) For they frequently brought forth two at 
a time, and sometimes twice a year, as that great man Bo- 
chartus shews in the same book, cap. 46. and produces a 
famous place in Pliny, which shews that this was the most 
ancient tribute. For he saith in the Censorian Tables, all 
the rents of the people are called pastures, " quia diu hoc 
solum vcctigal fuerat/' (lib. xviii. Nat. Hist. cap. 3.) But 
Ludolphus hath observed two things for the illustrating 
this history of the king of Moab, which seem to be very 
considerable. First; that this was not annual tribute, but 
satisfaction for damages which the Israelites had sustained 
in the war with them, or by their revolt from them, as the 
LXX. understand it. And then the word ajil should not 
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be translated a ram, but aivetJier; for one ram will serve 
a great many sheep, (lib. i. Comment, in Histor. yEthiop. 
cap. 3. n. 30.) 

Ver. 5. And it came to pass when Ahab was dead, that 
the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel] As 
was said before, chap. i. 1. and here again repeated, only 
to introduce the following history. 

Ver. 6. And kingJehoram went out of Samaria the same 
time, and numbered all Israel] As soon as he was settled 
in his kingdom, his first business was to raise an army to 
reduce Moab to obedience. 

Ver. 7. And he tvent.] After his army was raised, he 
went out of Samaria. 

And sent to Jehoshaphat the king ofJudah, saying, The 
king of Moab hath rebelled against me : wilt thou go ivith 
me against Moab to battle ? And he said, I will go up : I 
am as thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses as 
thy horses.] He returned the very same answer to him 
which he had given to Ahab his father, when he desired his 
assistance against Syria, (1 Kings xxii. 4.) wherein he had 
been so unsuccessful, that it should have made him more 
cautious how he joined with his son ; especially since he 
seemed to have been afraid to have to do with his brother 
Ahaziah, (1 Kings xxii. 49.) But Jchoram having -re- 
formed some things, (ver. 2.) it made him, perhaps, have a 
better opinion of him : and by shewing kindness to him, he 
might hope to persuade him to proceed further. And 
besides, the Moabites had lately invaded his country, (2 
Chron. xx. 1. 10.) which might move him to embrace an 
opportunity to chastise them for it. 

• Ver. 8. And he said, Which way shall ive go up?] Je- 
hoshaphat having agreed to join with him, it is likely the 
king of Israel asked this question, and Jehoshaphat made 
the following answer. 

And he answered, The way through the wilderness of 
Edom.] Which he chose, because he would have the as- 
sistance of the Edomites, who were his tributaries. And 
it is probable Moab was but weakly fortified on that 
side. 

Ver. 9. So the king of Israel tvent, and the king ofJu- 
dah, and the king of Edom.] There was no king at this 
time in .Edom, as we read in the last chapter of the fore- 
going book, (ver. 47.) but a viceroy appointed by the king 
of Judah. * Yet such are called kings, 1 Kings xx. 1. (See 
Grotius.) And Jehoshaphat, I suppose, now required him 
with his people to help him in this war. 

And they fetched a compass of seven days 9 journey.] That 
they might come upon the backs of the Moabites, where 
they did not expect them. 

; And there was no water for the host, and for the cattle 
that followed them.] That drew their carriages. For either 
there was a great drought in those parts, or they had mis- 
taken their way. 

Ver. 10. And the king of Israel said, Alas ! that the Lord 
hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into 
the hand of Moab.] He doth not cry to God for help/but 
only bewail the straits into which they were fallen ; which 
his own guilt made him imagine God had contrived for 
their destruction. 

Vcr. 11. And Jehoshaphat said, Is not there a prophet of 
the Lord, that we may inqtiire by him.] This Mas spoken like 
a pious man ; but it was a fault that he did not inquire before 
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for direction in this war ; as he did in that with the Syrians, 
(1 Kings xxii. 5.) 

And one of the king of Israel's servants answered and 
said, Here is Elisha the son ofShaphat, which poured water, 
on the hands of Elijah.'] That is, was his servant, and mi- 
nistered unto him. 

Ver. 12. And Jehoshaphat said, Tlie word of the Lord is 
with him.\ For no doubt he had been informed how Elijah 
had chosen him to be his successor; and how he attended 
him till he was taken up to heaven; and what wonders he 
had already done. 

So the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat, and the king of 
Edom, went doivn to him.'] It is uncertain whither they 
went; but it is very observable, first, how much they ho- 
noured the prophet, for whom they did not send to come to 
them, but went to him. And secondly, how desirous the 
prophet was to do good, in that he followed the camp into 
this wilderness. For it is not likely they went back to Sa- 
maria to wait on him (where the story last left him, in the 
last verse of the foregoing chapter), which would have 
been a seven days* journey; and the army might in the 
mean time have been lost. Besides, ver. 16. shews he was 
not far from th em ; and the servant in the foregoing verse 
speaks of him as present; saying, Here is Elisha. 

Ver. 13. And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What 
have I to do with thee? get thee to the prophets of thy 
father, and to the prophets of thy mother.] He refuses with 
great disdain to entertain any discourse with him; and 
bids him confer with those who he knew could do him no 
service. 

And the king of Israel said, Nay.] That is, I will not con- 
sult them; but do thou give us counsel how we may be 
brought out of this great distress. 

For the Lord hath called these three kings together, to 
deliver them into the hand ofMoab.] Though he refused to 
do anything for his sake, yet he beseeches him to have 
respect to the other two kings, who must perish as well as 
he, if he did not help them. 

Ver. 14. And Elisha said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, 6c- 
fore whom I stand.] It is observable, that the sons of the 
prophets are said to sit before their masters the prophets 
when they instructed them; (iv. 3. 8. and see the foregoing 
chapter, ver. 3.) but the prophets themselves stood before 
the Lord, their master, when he sent them upon any mes- 
sage. (See Corn. Bertram, de Rep. Jud. cap. 16.) 

Surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehosha- 
phat the king of Judah, I would not look towards thee, nor 
set thee.] He saith nothing of the king of Edom, who was 
a dependant upon Jehoshaphat; whose piety he esteemed, 
and had some respect to all that belonged to him. 

Ver. 15. But now bring me a minstrel^] One that could 
play well upon an instrument of music. 

And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the 
hand of the Lord came upon him.] Everyone knows that 
some sort of music wonderfully quiets and composes the 
spirits, when they are disordered, and raises them when 
they are fiat and heavy. And therefore holy men did not 
neglect such helps to make them so sedate and cheerful, 
that they might be fit to receive Divine inspirations. But 
it is likely he that played now to Elisha, sung withal some 
hymn in the praises of God, and of his wonderful works, 
whereby the spirit of the prophet was sweetly composed, 
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which Had been disturbed, perhaps more than was fit/by his 
indignation at the king of Israel. And from hence we may 
conclude there were excellent musicians in Israel, as well as 
in Judah, where David had settled Divine music in great 
perfection. Arid it is very probable; what the Tieathen 
boast of their muses, was from hence derived. 

Then the hand of the Lord came upon him.] That is/God 
wrought in him; and he felt himself moved by' a Divine 
inspiration.* 

Ver. 16. And he said, TIius saith the Lord, Make this val- 
ley full of ditches.] This shews they were in a place where 
the army was encamped in a valley, in which he ordered 
them to be set at work, to dig large ditches to liold wktcr 
enough for them alL 

Ver. 17. For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, 
neither shall ye see rain ; yet that valley shall be filled with 
water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle; and your 
beasts.] The words belonging to one of our senses are fre- 
quently applied to another.: as, to see wind is to feel it, or 
hear it. And the meaning is, there should no wind stir to 
blow up clouds (as the south wind commonly did), nor 
should they see any rain fall ; and yet they should have 
plenty of water in that valley, for themselves and all bo- 
longing to them. I suppose it fell upon the mountains at 
a distance from them, and came pouring down into the 
lower ground. 

Ver. 18. And this is but a light thing in the sight of the 
Lord: he will deliver the Moabites into your hand.] Of 
which, I suppose, they had no hope, being much dispirited 
for want of water. 

Ver. 19. And ye shall smite every fenced city, and every 
choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop up all 
the wells of water, and mar every good piece of land with 
stones.] Prophets were to be obeyed, when they com- 
manded things contrary to a positive precept, as some 
part of this was, (see Deut. xx.19.) Which they had power 
to dispense withal for a time, though not always, so as to 
annul the precept, as Maimonides expounds this matter in 
his preface to Seder-Zeraim. But some think this usage so 
severe, that they take the prophet's meaning to be no more 
than this : that God \yoiild give them such an entire vic- 
tory, that they might be able to do all this if they pleased ; 
and the Moabites were so ill neighbours, that it is very 
likely they did this execution upon them, (ver. 25.) . 

Ver. 20. And it came to pass in the morning, when the 
meat-offering was offered.] When the people of God were 
praying at Jerusalem, at the time of the morning sacrifice,- 
Elisha joined his prayers with them for this blessing. 

That, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and 
the country was filled with water.] Whether it came from a 
sudden collection of a vast number of clouds, which poured 
'down rain in abundance in the land of Edom, or from 
some rocks which God caused to gush out water ; it came 
by a miraculous power, when there was no natural cause 
to produce it. 

Ver. 21. And when all the Moabites heard that the kings 
were come up to fight against them, they gathered all thai 
were able to put on armour, and upward, and stood in the 
border.] Intending to defend themselves ; but not to march 
out of their country to give the enemy battle. 

Ver. 22. And they rose tip early in the morning.] The 
next morning, I suppose, after the water filled the valley. 

3 P 
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And the sun shone upon the water, and the Modbites saw 
the water on the other side as red as blood,'] On tho east side 
of their country, 

Ver.'23. And they said, This is blood: the kings are 
surely slain , and they have smitten one another : now there- 
fore, Moab, to the spoil.] They knew there was no water 
there a few days before, and that there had been no rain ; 
and therefore (the sun shining directly in their eyes, which 
made it look red) they concluded it could be nothing else 
but blood. And what blood could it be, but that of the 
three kings' army, who had fallen out, by reason, perhaps, 
of their difFererit religion ; or vexed at the straits they 
had brought one another into? And the Moabites easily 
believing what they wished, imagined they had nothing to 
do but to go and gather spoil, and not to fight at all. 

Ver. 24. And when they came to the camp of Israel, the 
Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that they fled 
before them.] They entirely routed and dispersed them. 

But they w€nt forward smiting the Moabites, even in their 
country.] But they did not content themselves with this 
victory, but pursued them so close, that they got into their 
country with them, and there made a greater havoc of them. 
Ver. 25. And they beat doivn the cities, and on every good 
piece of land cast every man his stone, and filled it: and they 
stopped all the tyells of water, and felled all the good trees.] 
According to the permission given them by the prophet, 
ver. 19." intending, I suppose, to depopulate the whole 
country, . * 

Only in Kir-liaraseth left they the stones thereqf.] They 
left no walls standing, but only these of the royal city, 
which was exceeding strong. (See Isa. xvi. 7. 11.) 

Hoivbeit the slingers ivent about it, and smote it.] They 
raised such batteries against it, that they drove them who 
defended it from the wall, and made great breaches in it. 

Ver. 2G. And when the king of Moab saw the battle was 
too sore for him.] That he was not able to defeud the place 
any longer. 

He took ivith him seven hundred men that drew swords, to 
break, through even unto the king ofEdom : but they could 
notJ] He made a sally with seven hundred stout men upon 
the quarters of tho king of Edom (which it seems were the 
weakest), hoping to break through them and escape. But 
they were repulsed, and forced to retreat. 

Ver. 27. Then he took his eldest son, that should have 
reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt-offering 
upon the wall.] Hereupon the king of Moab took his eldest 
son and made him a sacrifice before them all, as the last 
desperate remedy, hoping thereby to obtain powerful help 
from his god, through so precious a sacrifice of the dearest 
thing he had unto him. For it is well known, not only by : 
the Holy Scriptures, but heathen writers, that in great dis- 
tress they were wont to offer their own children upon their 
altars. Eusebius, lib. v.Praspar. Evangel, and Lactantius, 
lib. i. Div. Instit. cap. 21. mention several nations who used 
these sacrifices: and Caesar, lib. vi. de Bello Gallieo, saith 
of the Gauls, "that '■when they were afflicted with grievous 
diseases, or in time of war, *or great danger, they either 
offered men for sacrifices, or vowed they would offer them. 
For they imagined God would not be appeased, " Nisi pro 
vita hominis reddatur vita honrinis,"«?i/m the life of a man 
was rendered for the life'ofa man. 
Abarbincl, indeed, thinks that he offered the eldest son 



of the king of Edora, whom he took prisoner in the late 
sally. But it could not be said of him, that this son was to 
reign in his stead; for the king of Judah mado whom he 
pleased his deputy over Edom. And this would not have 
made the three kings withdraw the siege, but prosecute it 
with greater fury. And Abarbinel acknowledges, that 
their wise men in Peslktaand the Sanhedrin understand it 
as I do: and that some of them think he offered him, in 
imitation of Abraham, to the God of Israel, hoping to 
move him to bo favourable to him. Which no less man 
than Grotius follows. And indeed it is highly probable, 
that this custom of offering human sacrifices sprung from 
the offering of Isaac, from whence the Moabites, who were 
neighbours to Canaan, learnt it. 

And there was great indignation against Israel.] Or, as 
it may be translated, great repentance upon (or in, or 
among) Israel. That is, they were extreme sorry and 
troubled at this barbarous* sacrifice, and wished they had 
not pushed on the war so far; which ended in such a hor- 
rid action, which brought an odium upon them. 

And they departed from him, and returned to their own 
land.] Hereupon they raised the siege, by common con- 
sent, and returned home, for fear any such thing should be 
done again. 

/ CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. it OW there cried a certain woman of the wives of 
the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying.] It is observed 
by St. Jerome, that Elijah and Elishahad no wives: " Et 
virgines multi filii prophetarum ;" and many of the sons of 
the prophets were virgins: but it is plain by this place that 
they were not all so; but had liberty to marry if they 
pleased. 

My husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant 
did fear the Lord.] Was a worshipper of the true God, and 
not of Baal/ nor the calves: which was the reason, it is 
likely, of his poverty; such men being discountenanced 
among the idolatrous Israelites. 

And the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to 
be his bondmen.] Because she was not able to pay his 
debts: in which case the Hebrews had such a power over 
their children, that they might sell them (being looked upon 
as their goods) to pay what they owed ; and the creditor 
might force them to it. And Huetius thinks that from the 
Jews this custom was propagated to the Athenians; and 
from them to the Romans. The Hebrew doctors have a 
fancy, that this prophet w r as Obadiah, (mentioned 1 Kings 
xviii. 3.) and that the creditor was Jchoram the son of 
Ahab. Which is utterly ungrounded. 

Ver. 2. And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for 
thee? tell me: what hast thou in the house?] Towards the 
discharge of thy husband's debt. 

And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in tlie 
house, save a pot of oil.] Which was a thing of great use; 
both for the service of God and of men. 

Ver. 3. And he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all 
thy neighbours, even empty vessels; bon-ow not a few.] As 
many as she could get, and not small vessels. 
« Ver. 4. And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the 
door upon thee, and upon thy sons.] That none might come 
in to disturb her in what she was about. 
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And shalt pour out.] Of the pot of oil which she had. 

Into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which 
is full] And eall for another that was empty. 

Ver. 5. So she went from him, and shut the door upon her 
sonSyivho brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.] 
Believing she should by this means be relieved. 

Ver. 6. And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, 
that she said unto her son.] Who brought her the empty 
vessels; for the other son was employed in setting aside 
those that were full. 

Bring vie yet a vessel.] For she was confident the pot of 
oil would still afford more. 

And he said tinto her, Tliere is not a vessel more. And 
the oil stayed.] When there was no vessel to receive it. 

Ver. 7. TJienshe came and told the man of God: and he 
said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and 
thy children upon the rest.] We must first do justice;. and 
then expect God's blessing upon the provision we make for 
ourselves and our family. ■" * 

Ver. 8. And it fell out on a day, that Elisha passed to 
Shunem.] A city in the tribe of Issaehar, (Josh. xik. 18.) 

Where was a great woman.] Who had a great estate, and 
it is likely kept a great house. 

And she constrained him to eat bread.] Was very impor- 
tunate with him to take a repast at her house, and prevailed 
with him to accept of her kindness. 

And so it was, that, as oft as lie passed by, he turned in 
thither to eat bread.] She made him so welcome, that he 
made no scruple, when he had occasion to go that way, to 
step in there and refresh himself: which it is likely she in- 
vited him to do. 

Ver. 9. And she said unto her husband, Behold noiv, I 
perceive.] By her frequent conversation with him. 

That this is a holy man of God.] Not only a prophet; 
but a person of great sanctity. 

Which passeth by us continually.] For Shunem was in 
his way as he went from Carmel (which w*as not far from 
hence) to Beth-el and Jericho, and other places of the sons 
of the prophets. 

Ver. 10. Let its make a little chamber, I pray thee, on 
the wall.] A private room remote from the house, where 
he might retire; and without noise or disturbance give 
himself to prayer and meditation, and follow his sacred 
studies. 

And let us set up for him there a bed, and a table, and a 
stool, and a candlestick.] Furnish it with all things neces- 
sary for a single person. 

And it shall be, that when he cometh, he shall turn in thi- 
ther.] Take up his lodging there, if he think good. 

Ver. 11. And it fell out on a day that he came thither, 
and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.] And it ap- 
pears by the story, that he became their constant guest. 

Ver. 12. And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shu- 
nammite. And ivhen he called her, she stood before him.] 
Waiting to know what he wanted. But he having been so 
kindly entertained by her for some time, sent for her to give 
her thanks, and to desire to know what he should do for her. 

Ver. 13. And he said unto him, Say now unto her.] He- 
seems to me to have whispered to Gehazi, to ask her the 
following question. Whereupon she withdrew, thinking 
he had some business with him before he could speak 
with her. 
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Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care.] 
Been exceeding kind to us, in taking care we should want 
nothing. 

Wliat is to be done for thee ?] That is, wherein can I serve 
thee? * For he was very desirous, as all good men are, to 
be grateful. • ' • 

Wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain 
of the host?] It seems the prophet had a great power at 
court since the late victory over the Moabites. And there- 
fore, if she had any suit to make to the king, he doubted 
not to effect it ; - or had any grievance to complain of, which 
she suffered by the soldiers, he offered to get it remedied. 

And she answered, I dwell among my own people.] What- 
soever vexation any might suffer by the soldiers upon the 
borders, she tells him she lived safely and quietly among 
her friends and good neighbours; being so free from want 
that she needed not petition the king for any thing. 

Ver. 14. And he said> What is then to be done for her?] 
This answer being returned to his master by Gehazi, Elisha 
asked him, what he thought might be most welcome to her. 
Which he might easily know, going about the house and' 
observing all things there, which Elisha did not, who lived 
retired. 

And Gehazi said, Verily she hath no child, and her hus- 
band is old.] He knew women were desirous above all 
things to.have children: which she neither had, nor was 
like to have, by reason of her husband's age. 
• Ver. 15. And he said, Call her.] This . shews she with- 
drew presently, when he first sent for her, (ver. 12, 13.) 

And when he had called her, she stood in the door.] Either 
out of modesty or reverence ; or being afraid to disturb 
him. 

Ver. 1G. And he said, About this season, according to the. 
time of life.] The next year, after thou hast gone the usual 
time. 

Thou shalt embrace a son.] From the woTd Habeketh, 
which we translate thou shalt embrace, some of the Hebrew. 
doctors conjecture that this son proved afterward the pro- 
phet Habakkuk : which is a mere fancy, rejected by Abar- 
binel and others; who make account Habakkuk prophe- 
sied in the time of Manasseh or Josiah. 

And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie 
unto thy handmaid.] Do not jest with me. 

Ver. 17. And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that 
time that Elisha said unto her, according to the time of life.] 
It is likely he named the very day when he should be born; 
and it fell out exactly as he had said. 

Ver. 18. And when the child was grown, it fell out on a 
day, that he went out to his father to the reapers.] Either- 
for pleasure, or to inquire of his health. This shews still 
the truth of that which I have often observed, that great 
men in ancient times (for the quality of his wife shews this 
was no mean person, ver. 8.) followed their country busi- 
ness themselves; looking after their corn and their cattle, 
and labouring with their own hands for their health, and 
the increase of their estates, by their industry in their 
improvement. ■ > 

Ver. 19. And he said tinto his father, My head, my head!] 
Either walking so far, or staying long in the sun (which 
shone hot in harvest-time), put him into a fever, which 
grievously affected his head. 

And he said to a lad, Carry him home to his mother.] 
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That she might look after him, and do what was proper for 
his case. . 

Ver. 20. And when he had taken him, and brought him to 
Iiis mother, he sat on her knees until noon, and then died.] 
It seems he went out in the morning to his father, and was 
seized with such a sudden violent pain, as in a few hours 
killed him. 

Vcr. 21. And she went up, and laid him upon the bed of 
the man of God.'] Hoping for help. by him, whose master 
she had heard (no doubt) had restored a child to life. 

And shut the door, and went out] Kept it as private as 
she could, that her husband might not know tho child was 
dead ; which would have been a great grief to him. 

Ver. 22. And she called to her husband, and said.] By a 
messenger which she sent to him. 

jSend mt now, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one 
of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come 
again quickly^] So as not to hinder his business. 

Vcr. 23. And he said, Wlierefore wilt thou go to him to- 
day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath.] It appears by 
this, that the prophets w6re the public instructors of the 
people; and their houses were a kind of school or syna- 
gogue, unto which they resorted upon the days here men- 
tioned, to be taught their duty, out of the law of God, and 
to be resolved in their doubts. And the prophets accord- 
ingly were constantly in some certain place upon these 
days, to give tho people their instruction. 

And she said, It shallbe well.] In the Hebrew, it is peace. 
That is, she prays him to believe that she went for no hurt; 
but for his and her benefit. • 

Ver. 24. TJien she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, 
Drive, and go forward ; slack hot thy riding for me, except 
I bid thee.] She ordered him to make all the haste he could, 
as fast as the ass would go; without any respect to her, un- 
less she called to him to drive more softly. 

Ver. 25. So she went and came to the man of God to 
Mount CarmeL] This is a place which he, and Elijah also, 
much frequented: which makes it credible there was a 
school of the prophets here; it being a mountain full of 
trees, which made it fit for sacred exercises. As soon as 
Elijah was taken from him, Elisha fetched a circuit by Je- 
richo and Beth-el to come hither ; and from thence went to 
Samaria. For which no good reason can be given, but 
that it was to visit the places which his master had fre- 
quented, and instruct those who studied there, as Elijah 
had been wont to do. 

And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar 
off, he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that 
Shunammite.] He was surprised to see her coming at an 
unusual time. 

Ver. 20. linn now, I pray thee, to meet her.] To shew his 
respect to her. 

And say unto her, Is it well with thee ? is it well with thine 
husband? is it well with the child ?] He bids him make par- 
ticular inquiry after all that were most dear to her. 

And she answered, It is tvell.] Some translate it, It shall 
be well. But there is no need of that. For they were well 
in part; that is, she and her husband. And she did not 
think fit to tell Gehazi all the truth, but to deliver it to the 
prophet himself. 

Ver. 27. And when she came to the man of God to the hill, 
she caught him by the feet.] After the manner of a most 
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humble supplicant; resolving not to let him stir till he 
granted her request. 

And Gehazi came near to thrust her aivay.] Believing 
his master did not expect such abasement, especially from 
her, who had been so kind and friendly to them. 

And the man of God said, Let her alone; her soul is vexed 
in her.] Do not disturb her, for she is too full of grief 
already. 

And the Lord hath hid it from me.] God had not st^yn 
him the caus$ of it, that he might have prevented it. 

And hath not told me.] The prophets did not know all 
things, but only what God was pleased to impart unto them. 
(See 2 Sam. vii. 3.) For the Spirit was not in them after 
the manner of a supernatural faculty, or infused habit (as 
we speak), whereby they might act what and when they 
pleased ; Moses himself, the great prophet, not being ablq 
to determine some things till he had consulted the Divine 
Majesty, (Numb. xv. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 28. Tlien she said, Did I desire a son of my lord ? did 
I not say, Do not deceive me?] As much as to say, she was 
w r ell satisfied without a son: and did neither desire one, 
nor was forward to believe she should have one when freely 
promised : but to lose him after he was bestowed upon her, 
was an unspeakable affliction to her. 

Ver. 29. And he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins.] That 
ho might travel with greater expedition. 

And take my staff in thy hand, and go thy way: if thou 
meet any man, salute hint not; and if any man salute thee, 
ansicer him not again.] Lest they should enter into dis- 
course, and stop his speed. 

And lay my staff upon the face of the child.] He thought 
it might work a miracle, as Moses's rod and Elijah's man- 
tle did : and if the woman had had a faith strong enough, it 
might have been sufficient. But she distrusted it, and 
would have Elisha go himself. AbaTbinel thinks he had no 
thoughts of reviving the child by this means> but only or- 
dered his staff to be laid upon it, to preserve him from p*^ 
trefaction: which is a low conceit. 

Ver. 30. And the mother of the child said, As the Lord 
liveth, and as thy soid liveth, I will not leave thee.'] This 
seems to me to signify, that she did not confide in what he 
ordered Gehazi to do ; but thought his presence, necessary 
to touch the child, and pray to God to restore him. 

And he arose, and followed her.] Being overcome by her 
importunity, and his own kindness to so great a friend. 

Ver. 31. And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the 
staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice 
nor hearing.] No sign of life appeared, as Gehazi, I sup- 
pose, expected. 

Wherefore he went again to meet him, and told him, say- 
ing, TIte child is not atoaked.] He speaks of death as a 
sleep: in which he continued, notwithstanding he had done 
as Elisha commanded. And it is likely that power was 
withheld which might havo accompanied the staff, because 
the prophet changed the method of his proceeding in work- 
ing this miracle ; when the woman would have him go him- 
self, and did not pray to God, that upon the laying on of 
the staff he might revive. 

Ver. 32. And when Elisha came into the house, behold, 
the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.] Where his mo- 
• ther had left him when she went to Elisha, (ver. 21.) 

Vcr. 33. He went in therefore, and shut the door upon 
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them twain, and prayed unto the Lord.] He shut the. door, 
that he might not be disturbed by any body in his prayer 
to God. ■; s-0 / '< •: • ' : • 

Ver. 34. And he went up.] Upon the bed. 

And lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, 
and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and 
he stretched himself upon the child.] This could not be done 
all together, because his face and body were much larger 
than the child's, but successively: he laid his mouth upon 
the child's mouth, and his eyes and hands upon the child's 
eyes and hands* as Elijah had done in the like case, in 
token that God inspired his soul again into him, at his 
earnest prayer. , .• ., 

And the flesh of the child waxed vjarm.] Not from the 
external heat ofElisha's body, but from an inward prin- 
ciple of life, which was restored, and began to move 
in him. 

Ver. 35. And he returned.] From the bed. 

*And walked in the house to and fro.] Took a turn or two 
in the house to refresh himself, after the pains he had taken 
in prayer, and otherways, for the child's recovery. 

And went up, and stretched himself upon him.] As he had 
done before. For this miracle was not Wrought; in an in- 
stant, but gradually : by continued vehement prayer to God. 

And. the child . sneezed seven times.']- A sign of health, 
whereby his head was purged, in which his pain lay, 
(ver. 19.) 

And the child opened his eyes.] After his sneezinghe looked 
upon Elisha, and it is likely spake to him. 

Ver. 36. And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Sim- 
nammite. So he called her: and when she tvas come in unto 
him, he said, Take up thy son.] She came only to the door 
of the room, till he bade her take up her £on, and then she 
came in, as it follows. 

Ver. 37. Tlten she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed 
Jierself down to. the ground.] Giving thanks to God, and to 
him, with a most profound reverence. ' <• ?' 

And took up her son, and went out.] Publishing, no 
doubt, this wonderful work of God to all her family; who 
made it known abroad. 

Ver. 38. And Elisha went again to Gilgal.] Where he was 
with Elijah, a little before he was taken up into heaven, (ii. 
1.) For thoso places, wherein he had been with his master, 
he loved to visit; that he might work wonders there, and 
confirm them in a belief that he .was a prophet. 

And there was a dearth in the land.] A great scarcity of 
provisions. 

And the sons of the prophets were sitting before him*] 
Which was the posturo of disciples when their . masters 
taught them, who sat above, and their scholars below, as I 
observed, ii. 3. and see Acts xxii. 3. whence Bertram ob- 
serves; their schools and- academies were called ishiboth, 
that is, sessions: 

And he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and 
seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets.] This shews that 
they lived together in society, and after their lecture's were 
wont,to eat together with their master : who ordered his ser- 
vants to prepare some food for them; which was very plain 
and common, such as the gardens or fields would afford; 
without much labour, and of small price. 

Ver. 39. And one went into the field to gather herbs.] 
They went into the fields, I suppose, to gather what green 
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things they could find; because there were no pot-herbs in 
their garden at home, by reason of the drought. .. *,. . 

Andfound a wildvine, andhe gathered thereof wild gourds 
his lap-full.] This is thought to have been coloquintida, 
which hath a leaf something like that of a vine, and purges 
vehemently. 

And came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they 
knew them not.] Neither he that gathered them, nor they 
that shTed them, knew what they were ; but took the*n to be 
the leaves of a wild vine. ..:.: 

Ver. 40. So they poured out for, the men to eat : and it 
came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they 
cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the 
pot: and they could not eat thereof ] It was so bitter>and 
distasteful, that they concluded there was some venomous 
herb in the pot. Perhaps they might know it by the taste 
to be what it was : an herb that, purges extremely, and is 
poison, if not qualified and taken in a moderate quantity. ) 

Ver. 41. But he said, Then bring meal: and he cast it into 
the pot ; and he said, Pour out for the people, that they may 
eat: and there was no harm in the pot.] Which alteration 
was not from any virtue in the meal, but from the power of 
God. ' 'Therefore, the Jews justly reckon this as the eighth 
miracle which Elisha wrought, after he was made a prophet. 

Ver. 42. And there came a man from Baal-shalishd, and 
brought the man of God bread of tlie first-fruits.] This was 
a seasonably present, it being a time of dearth, when bread 
was very scarce. And it being called biccurim (which was 
the name for the first-fruits belonging to the priests), it is 
likely this was not such a present asm en were wont to 
make when they came to ask a prophet any question, and 
to be resolved of their doubts, (like that,! Kings xiv. 3J) 
but a free-will-offering for the better subsistence of the pro- 
phet. Unto whom it is probable, pious people gave that 
portion, which was assigned by God for the* priests, to 
whom they could not now carry their first-fruits; they being 
in the land of Judah. And I suppose the schools of the 
prophets might be partly maintained by this means. c 

Twenty loaves of barley.] Which were not very large; 
for then it would not havo been a miracle, that they suf- 
ficed for a hundred men. • 

And full ears of com in the husk thereof] Which being 
parched, they were wont to eat. (See Ruth ii; 15.) But 
Dr. Hammond approves rather of our marginal translation, 
and thinks these words should be rendered, He brought 
ears of corn in a satchel, or scrip. (Sec Matt. x. annot.'e.) 

And he said, Give unto the people, that they may eat.'] 
That is, to the sons of the prophets, with whom ho then was, 
when this present was brought to him. 

Ver. 43. And his servitor said, What! shall I set this be- 
fore a hundred men ?] Just as the apostles said unto our 
blessed Saviour, when he intended to feed a far greater 
multitude with less food. By this it appears there were 
a great many scholars, who lived in this community; and 
that they used a frugal diet. 

And he said again, Give the people, that they may eat.] 
That is,. do as I bid you, and make no objections; 

For thus saith the Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave 
thereof] As the multitude left of the loaves our Saviour 
caused to be set before them, John vi. 11. ' * ■ 

Ver. 44. So he set before them, and they did eat, and left 
thereof, according to the word of the Lord.] Something like 
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this was done by his master Elijah, for (he woman of Sa- 
repta, in time of famine ; whose barrel of meal and cruse 
of oil wasted not for many days, till God sent rain upon 
the earth, (1 Kings xvii. 14. 1G.) 

CHAP. V. 

Ver. l.ijy OJF Naaman, captain of the host of the king of 
Sy7*ia.~] Commander-in-chief of his whole army, whom we 
call general. 

Wasagreatmanwith hismaster.] In grcatfavour with him. 

And honourable.] In high esteem with all the people. 

Because by him .the Lord had given deliverance unto 
Syria.'] He had been victorious in such battles as ho had 
fought ; which this Divine writer would have the Israelites 
look upon as the Lord's doing. 

He teas. also a mighty man of valour.] Being the person 
(as the Jews say in Midrasch Tehillim) who drew the bow 
at adventure arid killed Ahab, (1 Kings xxii. 34.) 

But he was a leper.] Which did not exclude him from 
the society of men, in that country, where the Jewish law 
was not in force. But it was a great blemish to him, and 
also like to prove deadly ; there being no cure for this dis- 
ease, which was very common in Syria, as I have elsewhere 
noticed. 

Ver. 2. And the Syrians had gone out by companies*] 
The word which we translate company, doth not signify an 
army; but such troops (or parties, as we call them) as 
made excursions and inroads into the enemy's country, to 
get booty. 

And had brought away captive out of the land of Israel 
a little young maid.] Young men and maids were a desir- 
able part of the prey which they, got; whom they sold for 
money, or employed them in their own service. 

And she waited on Naaman's wifei] Either she was his 
part of the spoil in that expedition, or they made a present 
of her to him (being beautiful, perhaps, and ingenious), or 
he bought her of the soldiers. 

Ver. 3. And she said unto her mistress, Would God my 
lord was with the prophet that is in Samaria!] The history 
left him last at Gilgal ; but he used to be in several other 
places; and when she was taken captive was at Samaria. 

For he would recover him of his leprosy.] She related, it 
is likely, the wonderful things which he had done; and 
therefore was confident he could work this cure. 

Ver. 4. And one went in and told his lord, Tims a?id 
thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.] Her words 
being related to Naaman, he went and told the king his 
master what she said, and begged bis leave to go to the 
prophet in the land of Israel. The following words warrant 
this sense. 

Ver. 5. And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will 
send a letter to the king of Israel. And he departed, and 
took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces 
of gold, and ten changes of raiment.] That he might honour- 
ably reward the prophet, and those that attended him. 

Ver. 6. And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, 
saying, Now, when this letter is come %tnto thee, behold, I 
have therewith sent my servant to thee, that thou may est cure 
him of his leprosy.] The beginning of the letter is omitted, 
as not pertinent to the matter in hand. It is likely it con- 
tained the usual compliments; after which he desired him, 
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together with this letter, to receive his servant Naaman, 
and to cure him of his leprosy; that is, to take care he 
might be cured by the prophet. But this not being plainly 
expressed, the king of Israel apprehended that the inten- 
tion of this demand was only to pick a quarrel with him, 
and seek an occasion, or rather a pretence, for a war 
with him. 

Ver. 7. And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had 
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, 
to kill and to make alive.] He rent his clothes either as one 
in great affliction and trouble, or (as some will have it) 
because he looked upon it as blasphemy, to ascribe that 
poAver to him which belonged to God alone. For none but 
he could cure a leprosy; which he expresses by killing and 
making alive. Every body, even beasts, can kill; but 
when one is killed, to make him alive again (thus these 
words must be understood in conjunction) is the work 
only of the Almighty. 

That this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his 
leprosy?] To cure this disease was as hard as to raise a 
dead man to life; for the skin was dead, and the leprosy 
fretted and eat into the flesh. 

Wherefore consider, I pray yow, and see how he seeketh a 
quarrel against me.] Though he had seen what miracles 
Elisha had wrought, yet he either had forgot them, or 
thought this. beyond his power; or, was loath to see still 
more demonstrations of his power with God; and so did 
not send to him upon this occasion. 

Ver. 8. And it was so, when Elisha the man of God 
heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, he sent to 
the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let 
him come now to me, and he shall know that tliere is a pro- 
phet in Israel.] As the word prophet commonly signifies a 
man that declares things which none could know but God, 
who reveals them by his Spirit; so here it signifies a man 
endued with a Divine power, who could do that which no 
man could effect unless God was with him. 

Ver. 9. So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, 
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.] Expecting, I 
suppose, that the prophet would come out to him; or 
rather out of reverence to the prophet, unto whom he sent 
a message, letting him understand the cause of his coming; 
for the prophet presently answers him, though by his ser- 
vant, not by himself. 

Ver. 10. And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying.] 
It is not to be thought that Elisha took state upon him; 
but it is to be ascribed to the retired sort of life which the 
prophets led, that he did not shew himself to Naaman. 
Wo seo an instance of this in tho foregoing chapter, where 
we read that he did not so much as speak with the great 
woman who entertained him at her house, and built an 
apartment on purpose for him; but let her understand 
what he had to say by his servant Gehazi, (ver. 12, 13, &c.) 

Go and wash in Jordan seven times.] Thus lepers were 
sprinkled, by the law of Moses, seven times, (Lev. xiv. 
7, &c.) But it is plain, by the next verse, Naaman ex- 
pected the prophet would have been so civil as to come 
out to him; or invite him to his house, and discourse with 
him: neither of which the prophet thought fit to do; partly 
for a trial of his faith, and partly to let him know that this 
was not so difficult a thing as tho king imagined, but so 
easy for him to effect by the power of God, that he need 
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not come out to talk with him about it: let him but go to 
Jordan and wash there seven times, and the cure should be 
performed. Jordan had no more virtue in it (as he rightly 
saith afterward) than other rivers; nor was the earth of 
Israel better than that of Syria (though he begged two loads 
of it), but God presided more particularly over this country, 
and his power here* appeared: and in this appeared the 
more, because water being cold, was very bad for this dis- 
ease : the root of it being a white waterish humour, as Abar- 
binel notes, which would naturally, by this' means, be in- 
creased. * \ 

And thy flesh thall come again to thee.'] For the leprosy 
had eaten into it, and consumed it in part, as it did Mi- 
riam's, (Numb. xii. 12.) 

And thou shalt be clean.] Freed from this filthy disease. 

Ver. 11. But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and 
said, I thought, Surely he will come out tome, and call upon 
the name of his God, and strike his hand over the place, 
and recover the leper.] He was as angry with the prophet, 
as if he had scorned and mocked him. First, he thought 
himself despised, in that he did not come to him and salute 
him: and then he thought it a thing ridiculous to go and 
wash in Jordan ; for what 'could that water do more than 
any other ? Thus men slight common and easy things, and 
admire those that are rare and difficult ; and in their pas- 
sion reject that which God himself propounds to them, if 
it be not agreeable to their humours, and their conceits. 
In which passion, if he had continued, he had been a leper 
to his dying day. « „ . 

Ver. 12. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas- 
cus, better than all the waters in Israel?] The valley of Da- 
mascus, which lay between Libanus and Antilibanus, was 
washed by five rivers ; the two principal of which descended 
from Mount Hermon, viz. Abana and Pharpar; the last of 
which run by the walls of Damascus; and the other run 
through the city, and divided it into two parts, as Bochartus 
observes. 

May I not wash in them, and be clean ? So he turned, and 
went away in a rage.] lie did not consider that he was now 
under the direction of a prophet, who was supposed to 
speak from God, who might have prescribed what method 
he pleased for his cure; which was to come from his Di- 
vine power alone, and not from the virtue of any water 
whatsoever. 

Ver. 13. And his servants came near, and spake unto him, 
and said, My father >> if the prophet had bid thee do some 
great thing, ivouldest thou not have done it? how much ra- 
ther, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?] Happy are 
they who have such excellent servants as these, who both 
had the courage to speak the truth to their master, and the 
prudence to order it with all submission and reverence. For 
my father was a title of honour in that country; by which 
name they called their lords: as kings were called the fa- 
thers of their country. And these servants, perhaps, had 
heard the young maid talk much of the power of the pro- 
phet, which made them very desirous their master would 
not refuse his advice; which they urge him to follow with 
great reason ; by representing to him that it was the advice 
of a prophet, who was guided by God to give him these di- 
rections. And, as it was not fit for servants to say to their 
masters, when they order a thing, Why so? Why not other- 
ways? so much less should a man say to God, or his mi- 



nister, who speaks in his name; especially when he com- 
mands things that may be done without much trouble, or 
any pain. For if he had bade him cut and burn, as chirur- 
geons many times do in grievous sores, he would have sub- 
mitted to it: and therefore it was unreasonable not to com- 
ply with his prescriptions, when he required him only to 
go and wash himself in the river Jordan, which was a 
thing very easy, in his way home, and would put him to 
no pain. 

Ver. 14. Then went he down, and dipped himself seven 
times in Jordan, according to the saijing of the man of God.] 
He shewed himself a person of great probity and discre- 
tion ; who was notinsuch'arage but he could hear reason; 
and did not refuse good counsel from his servants; but 
suffered himself to be convinced and overruled to yield 
unto it. 

And his flesh came' again like the flesh of a little child, and 
he was clean.] God was not so angry with him, as he was 
with Elisha; but upon his repentance, and obedience to 
his directions, vouchsafed him a perfect cure ; there being 
no mark left of his leprosy, but his skin as clear andsmooth 
as that of a little child. This was the only cure of a leprosy 
that we read of, till Christ the great prophet came into the 
world. 

Vcr.15. And he returned to the man of God, he and all 
his company, and came and stood before him.] Now Elisha 
seems to have admitted him into his presence. 

And said, Now T know that there is no God in all the 
earth but in Israel.] He returned to give thanks to God, as 
the good Samaritan did to our Saviour; acknowledging the 
God that Elisha worshipped to be the true God, and that 
there was no other. • > 

Now therefore, Ipray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.] 
A reward, or rather a token of his gratitude to him ; for the 
Hebrews call all gifts a blessing: the Hebrew word barac 
signifying not only benedicere, but benefacere. 

Ver.lC. And he said, As the Lord liveth, before whom I 
stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but 
he refused.] He did not think it unlawful to take it, for he 
received gifts from others. But he would have strangers to 
their religion know how good the God of Israel was; who 
made his servants so good, that they did the greatest good 
to mankind for nothing. Which generous piety was apt to 
invite others to the worship and service of this great and 
good God.- For it gives great authority to a teacher;of 
virtue not to be covetous. (See Lactantius, lib. i. Div. 
Instit. cap. 4.) , 

Ver. 17. And Naaman said, Shall there not then, Ipray 
thee, be given to thy servant two mules 9 burden of eqrth?~\ 
As much as two mules could carry or draw.- 

For thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt r offer- 
ing, nor sacrifice to any other god, but unto, the Lord.] 
Though he refused to accept his present, yet he doubted 
not he would present him with two burdens of earth, which 
he intended to employ in erecting an altar, whereon he 
would sacrifice to no other god but the Lord. He judged 
it reasonable to have an altar out of God's land, because he 
saw he peculiarly dwelt in Israel. And though he might 
have taken enough as he went along in his way home, yet 
he desired it as a gift from the prophet; fancying, perhaps, 
that he would put a greater virtue into it by his blessing; 
as he had done into the waters of Jordan: therefore Kalbag 
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thinks he desired to have this earth out of Elisha's house 
where he dwelt; and Abarbinel thinks, from under his very 
feet in the placfc whero he stood; of which there is no cer- 
tainty. But it is plain he desired to receive it from the pro- 
phet, who had convinced him that there was no god like to 
his ; who had such power, and mado men so virtuous, as 
to be above the love of money. 

Vcr. 18. In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that 
tchen my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship 
there*'] This was the god of tho* Syrians, but no author in- 
forms us what god this was, nor whence socalled. -Only 
many conjecture, because Rimmon in Hebrew signifies a 
pomegranate, that Vemis is hereby meant, to whom such 
fruit was sacred. But'Scaliger understands this to be Ju- 
piter, the thnndcrcr, as they called him. And our Sclden 
thinks it is derived from rum, which signifies high. Whence 
Hesychius saith, 6 c Pa^ac signifies ztywroc Sfoc, the most 
high God. . - 

And he leaneth on my hand.] Or shoulder: -which he 
does out of state ; or, perhaps, out of weakness, for his 
support. In the additions to the book of Esther, mention 
is made of two young women that waited on that queen, 
upon one of which she leaned, and the other held up her 
train, (xv. 4.) And it was not only the custom among the 
Persians and Syrians, but the Israelites also, as we read in 
this book, (vii. 2. 17.) 

And I bow myself in the house of Rimmon.] Together 
with his master; who could not well bow, if Naaman stood 
upright, and did not bow his body with him. 

• Wlien I bow down my self in the house of Rimmon, the 
Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.] He hoped he might, 
without offence to the Divine Majesty, whom he alone re- 
solved to worship, keep the great office he had under the 
king his master, and consequently bow himself when he 
went with him into the temple of Rimmon : he who sees 
into the hearts of men, knowing it was no act of worship to 
that god ; but only a necessary respect to his master. And 
so the word is used for civil honour, as well as religious 
adoratidn. Thus Lud. de Dieu hath 'clearly rendered this 
whol6 verse, In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant; 
when my master enters into the temple of Rimmon to toor- 
ship there, he leans upon my hand, and so I bow myself (that 
is, together with him)' in the house of Rimmon : when I boio 
myself in the house ofRimmon, the Lord pardon thy Servant 
in this thing. Let him not take offence, since I intend 
not to worship Rimmon; as appeared by his sacrificing 
only to the God of Israel. An Israelite, indeed, was for- 
bidden to bow before an idol, whatsoever his mind or in- 
tention was in that act: but a stranger was not bound by 
this law, as Mr. Sclden shews the opinion of the Jews is, 
(lib. ii. de Jure Nat. et Gent. cap. 11.) Therefore, when 
Naaman went into the temple, not of his own accord, but 
merely to wait upon his .master, and perform the duty of 
his office ; since he professed himself a worshipper of the 
most high God alone, and brought earth out of his land, and 
sacrificed only upon tho altar made of it: all he thought 
might understand he did riot' worship Rimmon, but only paid 
his respects to the king when ho bowed with him, . 

Ver. 19. And he said unto him, Go in peace.] The prophet 
did not condemn this, but bade him not trouble himself 
about this matter; for he did not offend against God's law, 
which was not intended for such as he was : though there 



aro somo of the Jews who think that these words, go in peace, 
relate to the verse foregoing; mat he need not to trouble 
himself about carrying earth with him ont of the land of 
Israel to make an altar (for it doth not appear he gave him 
any); and so left this matter of bowing in the house ofRim- 
mon undetermined. And no less a person than Bochartus 
hath a large dissertation about this whole matter; wherein 
he endeavours to defend their opinion, who think Naaman 
begs pardon for what ho had done in times past, not for 
what he should continuo to do; and renders these words 
(as Dr. Lightfoot also doth), when I have bowed, &c. But 
this seems to mo altogether improbable ; for then he would 
not have mentioned what he did as the king's servant ; but 
simply the idolatry he had committed in worshipping Rim- 
mon. Besides, the Oriental versions, as well as the Greek 
and the Vulgar, and the Hebrew doctors generally, as well 
as Christian interpreters, understand it. as we do, that he 
speaks of the future act of bowing; which, being only a, 
civil action, and he declaring himself publicly to be a wor- 
shipper only of the God of Israel, he hoped would not be 
imputed to him as a sin. And so the famous Buxtorfius, 
in a letter to Theod. Hackspan saith, " Omnes, quotquot 
vidi, interpretes feferunt ad futuram," &c. All interpreters, 
as many as I have seen, refer this to the future, and not t6 
the time past. And so doth the Chaldee paraphrast himself. 1 
and I am very much of the same opinion. 

So he departed from him a little way.] About a milo from 
the city, as the Jewish doctors understand it. 

Ver. 20. But Gehazi, the servant of the man of God said, 
Behold, my master hath spared Naaman the Syrian, in not 
receiving- at his hands that which he brought ; but, as th& 
Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.] 
He seems to be angry that his master had been so kind to 
one that needed not his charity, and was also one of an- 
other nation; and therefore, in his passion, swore he would 
take something of him. Which covctousness plunged him 
into a great many other sins, as the apostle observes it 
usually doth, (1 Tim. vi. 9, 10.) Dr. Lightfoot thinks the 
Hebrew text hath divinely omitted a letter in one word, that 
it might the more brand him for this villany. I will run, 
saith he, after Naaman, and take TWQ a blot, instead of 
HDI^D somewhat. 

Ver. 21. And Gehazi followed Naaman: and when Naa- 
man saw him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him", 
and said, Is all well?] Behold the honour he gaye to the 
prophet, in doing such honour to his servant; which testi- 
fied he had a great sense of God, and of his goodness to 
him, in his heart. 

' Ver. 22. And he said, All is welt. My master hath seiit 
me, saying, Behold, even now there is come to me from Mount 
Ephraim two of the sons of the prophets.] It seems there 
was a school there, as well as at Jericho, Beth-el, Carmel, 
and other places. 

Give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes 
of raiment.] To relieve their poverty. This was the first 
fruit of his covctousness, which put him upon inventing 
such a wicked slander of his master. For why should 
Elisha desiro so much silver for two young scholars? 
Which might tempt Naaman to think, that though he 
publicly declined to take a gift from him, yet he se-> 
cretly desired it. (See Dr. Hammond on St. Matt. vi. 
annot. k.) 
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* Ver. 23. And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. 
And he urged him.'] It is likely Gehazi pretended to keep 
strictly to his master's orders, and would have but one, till 
Naaman's generosity pressed and overcame him to take 

more. 

And he bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two 
cltanges of raiment, and laid them upon two of his servants; 
and they bare them before him.] As servants do before per- 
sons of honour. 

Ycr. 24. And tvhen he came to the tower.] To the place 
where Elisha lodged : or, as some will have it, to a secret 
place, where he laid up what he had got. 

He took them from the men, and bestowed them in the 
•liouse; and let the men go, and they departed.] For he was 
afraid his master should see them. 

Ver. 25. And he came in, and stood before his master.] As 
servants Merc won't to do, to see if. their master wanted 
anything. •; s . 

And Elisha said unto him, Wlience comest thou, Gehazi ? 
And he said, Thy servant went no tvhither.] This was an- 
other impudent lie, wherein he thought to deceive his master, 
though he was a prophet. Which was an impious endea- 
vour to deceive the Spirit of God, whose minister Elisha 
was: like that lie of Ananias and Sapphira, Acts v. 3, &c. 

Ver. 26. And he said, Went not my heart with thee, tvhen 
the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee?] Did 
not God represent to my mind, as if I had been present, 
how Naaman came to meet thee, and what thou saidst to 
him, and what he gavc.thee? For; no doubt, he recited all 
that had -passed between them; to convince him of his 
folly (in thinking to cheat him), and put him to shame and 
confusion. 

Is it a time to receive money, -and to receive garments, and 
vineyards, and olive-yards, and sheep, and oxen, and men- 
servants, and maid-servants?] Which Gehazi designed to 
-purchase with the two talents: at a very unseasonable time, 
when the nation, for their sins, were in danger to be carried 
"captive out of their land. Which, though it did not fall out 
till above a hundred and fifty years after this, yet great de- 
vastations followed the death of Elisha.' 

Ver. 27. The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever.] Unto many genera- 
tions, as the word for ever frequently signifies. But the 
Hebrew doctors say this relates only unto his children that 
were then born; who were conscious to his crime, and ap- 
proved of it. (Sec more of this, viii. 4, 5.) 

And he went out from his presence a leper as white as 
snow.] He punished him with the w r orst sort of leprosy, 
which was incurable. For his sin was exceeding great, or 
•rather he was guilty of many sins besides those already 
mentioned; being a thief, and taking that to himself which 
was given to others. Nay, he was a sacrilegious person, 
in robbing the sons of the prophets, who were men belong- 
ing to God, in a special manner. The Hebrew doctors 
•reckon seven sins, for which God punished men with the 
plague of leprosy, and endeavour to prove it out of Scrip- 
ture; and Gehazi was guilty of more than one of them, and 
therefore justly punished in an extraordinary manner. They 
arc, an evil tongue, shedding of blood, a false oath, unco- 
veringof any forbidden nakedness, inflationofspirit,rapine, 
and envy. 



CHAP. VI. 

Ver. \. JjLND the sons of the prophets.] That were at Gil- 
gal; for that is. the place last mentioned where the prophet 
.was, (iv. 38.) and was also near to. Jordan, mentioned in 
the next verse. * 

Said unto Elisha, Behold, noiv, the place where we dwell 
with thee.] They had their colleges sometimes.in cities (as 
in Beth-cl), and sometimes in the fields, and sometimes 
upon mountains. It is probable .this was in the fields; 
where Elisha, for the present^ was resident among them. ,. 

Is too strait for us.] Their number of, scholars w r as so 
much increased under so eminent a master as he, was, that 
there .was not room enough for them. 

Ver. 2. Let us go, we. pray thee.] They were so .much 
under his government, that. they did, not take the .liberty to 
-go any whither without his leave. 
. Unto Jordan.] Near.to which many.trccs grew. 

And take from thence every man a beam.] A piecQ of timber. 

And let zis make us a place there, where wemay dwell.] A 
tabernacle large enough to contain them all. From whence 
-we may gather, that the sons: of the prophets did not spend 
all their time in studying the law, meditation, and .prayer, 
and such 'holy exercises; but also employed themselves in 
some manufactures, as the apostles did in aftertimes, some 
of which were tent-makers, (Acts xviii. 3.) like to these 
here mentioned. : 

And he ansxvered, Go ye.] He consented to their design, 
the place which they chose being very commodious for 
students. As St. Jerome observes, who, in more places 
than one (sec his epistles to .Rusticus and to Paulina), 
compares the monks of bis time with these sons of the 
prophets," Qui habitabant in.agris, et solitudinibus, et 
faciebant sibi tabcrnacula prope lluenta Jordanis." 

Ver. 3. And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go 
with thy servants. And he answered, I will go.] They 
thought their design would prosper the better under his 
conduct; and that if any one questioned what they did, his 
authority would overawe them. 

Ver. 4. So he went' with them. And tvhen they came to 
Jordan, they ait down wood.] They began to go, about their 
work. 

Ver. 5. But as one was felling a beam, the axe-head fell * 
into the water.]. Being not well fastened to the helve; or 
rather the helve breaking. • j 

And he cried, and said, Alas, master! for it tvas borrowed.] 
Good men are religiously careful that none suffer by their 
kindness to them. This shews, that. as these sons of the 
prophets wrought with their, own hands, going themselves 
to cut down wood to build >vithal, sp (some of them at 
least) they were but poor, being not furnished with tools 
for their work, but forced to borrow. 

Ver. G. And the man of God said, Where fell it? And 
he, shewed him the place. And he cut down ^a, .stick.] To 
serve, I suppose, instead of a helve. « ; 

And cast it into the water, and the iron did swim. 2 A 
double miracle, as the Jews understand it, that iron, which 
was sunk down to the bottom, rose .up;, and then >vent to 
the stick, and was joined to it, at its helve. For to what 
end. should he throw a stick into the water, but that it 
should serve this purpose ? 
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Ver. 7. Tlierefore said he, Take it to thee. And he put 
out his hand and took it.]. It fell near the river-side, or was 
brought thither when it rose up. 

Ver. 8. Tlien the king of Syria ivarred against Israel, 
and took counsel zvith fits servants, saying, In such and such 
a place shall be my camp.] Ho did not rely merely on the 
number of his forces, but secretly resolved, by the advice 
of his council, to plaqe them in such posts where ho might 
hope to surprise the Israelites. It may seem strange, that 
after such a great benefit lately received in the euro of 
Naaman, the king should send Jiirh, "who was captain of 
his host, to fight against Israel. But who can tell how 
long this w r as after that time, when Naaman might be 
dead? or, perhaps, Naaman might have lost his place; 
because he refused to worship Rimmon; and no benefit 
will reconcile inveterate enemies. ' 

Ver. 9. And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, 
saying, Beware that thou pass not siich a place; for thither 
the Syrians are come down.'] And had laid an ambush for 
him there. 

Ver. 10. And the king of Israel sent to the place which 
the man of God told him and warned him of] He sent 
some spies to see whether Elisha gave him true infor- 
mation. 

And saved himself tliere, not once or twice*'] By this 
means he frequently saved his soldiers from falling into 
the hands of the Syrians ; who lay in wait for them in such 
places, where they would certainly have gone, if they had 
not been told of the danger. 

Ver. 11. Therefore the Jieart of the king of Syria was 
sorely troubled for this thing; and he called his servants.] 
With whom he had consulted how to carry on this war, 
(ver. 8.) 

And said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is 
for the king of Israel?] Betrays my counsels to him ; for 
he could not think he should meet with such constant dis- 
appointments, unless it were by treachery. 

Ver. 12. And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O 
king : but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the 
king of Israel the words thou speakest in thy bedcluimber.] 
It is likely Naaman had spread the fame of the prophet so 
much' in this court, that some of them made further inquiry 
after him ; and heard more of his miraculous works; and 
thence concluded he could tell the greatest secrets, as well 
as to do such wonders as were reported of him. 

Ver. 13. And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I 
may send and fetch him.] A very foolish design. As if 
the prophet could not as well know this, as ho did the rest 
of his other counsels. 

And it was told him, saying, He is in Dothan.] A city 
in the tribe of Manasseh ; not far from Shechem and 
Samaria. 

Ver. 14. Therefore sent lie thither horses, and cMriots, 
and a great host.] That the people of Dothan, being af- 
frighted at the sight of such a number of soldiers, might 
not dare to defend the prophet. 

And they came by night, and compassed the city about.] 
That no intelligence might be carried to Samaria. 

Ver. 15. And when the servant oftlie man of God was 
risen early.] As students were wont to do. 

And was gone forth.] Out of the door of the house, which 
stood high ; the city being built upon a hilL 



Behold, a host compassed the city both with horses and 
chariots : and his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! 
how shall we do ?] Perhaps the Syrians had assured the in- 
habitants they intended no harm to them; but only came 
to take Elisha. Which the young man hearing, it put him 
in great fear ; for being but newly come to his master in 
the room of Gehazi, and having perhaps seen pone of his 
wonderful works, he gave himself and his master for 
lost men. 

Ver. 16. And he answered, Fear not : for they that be 
with us are more than they that be with them.] Faith drives 
away fear; but it was hard for the young man to believe 
this, till he had more experience of God's providence over 
his prophet: and therefore Elisha prays he might have a 
demonstration of it. 

Ver. J7. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray 
thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened 
the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots of fire.'] He beheld the camp 
of God there, (as the angels are called Gen. xxxii. 2.) 
ready at hand to defend .his master. Legions of angels, 
(Matt. xxvi. 35.) which AVcre far more numerous and 
powerful than the host of the. Syrians which ho saw com- 
pass the city ; but did not see this heavenly host till God 
opened his eyes, and represented them to him. The an- 
cients think that thfc angels, when present with lis, appear 
Where they please, and are invisible where they please, 
though present. Now this appearance of theirs in this 
place is called the opening of his eyes ; because it had the 
same effect. For he beheld the mountain (on which, I 
suppose, the city' stood), where he saw none but Syrians 
before, was now full of fiery chariots and horses, which, 
as it here follows, had encircled Elisha. 

Round about Elislia.] That is, he saw in this \ision, as 
if Elisha was in the midst of this glorious camp of angels ; 
who defended him so that none could penetrates and break 
through unto him. 

Ver. 18. And when th$y came down to him.] He seems 
to have gone out of the city to them, under the Divine 
protection ; intending to go to Samaria. And they seeing 
him, asked him the way to the man of God. 

Elisha.prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, 
I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blind- 
ness, according to the word of Elisha.] So that they might 
not be able perfectly to distinguish one thing from another. 

Ver. 19. And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, 
neither is this the city.] Some think we are not bound to 
speak truth to an enemy; but there is no need that thi^ 
should be asserted here. For it was true that they were 
not in the way to find Elisha; whom they should not see 
till they came to another city. 

Follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye 
•seek.] As he really did. But their minds were struck with 
blindness, as well as their eyes; or else they would not 
have committed themselves to the conduct of a stranger, 
to follow him in an enemy's country, they knew not whither. 

But he led them to Samaria.] This shews they were not 
wholly blind, for then they could not have been led by 
him; but were dark, as we speak, and could not clearly 
discern who it was that led them, nor whither they were 
going. Here the Jews cry, Behold, a double miracle! 
Elisha's servant saw that which appeared to nobody else; 
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and the Syrians could not discern that which every body 
else saw. 

Ver. 20.' And it came to pass, when they were come into 
Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these men, 
tJtat they may see. And the Lord opened their eyes, and 
tliey saiu; that, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria.'] 
To their great astonishment; no doubt, when they fotfnd 
that he had made them all captives, whom they came to 
cany away to Syria. 

Ver. 21. And the Icing of Israel said to Elisha, when he 
saw them, My father.] This miracle touched him with great 
reverence to the prophet 

Shall I smite them? shall I smite fhem?]' This repetition 
of the question expresses his eager desire to fall upon them, 
and kill them, if the prophet would have permitted. 

Ver. 22. And he answered/ Thou shdlt not smite them,;] 
There was a command to destroy the people'of the seven 
nations ; yet not if they yielded to them. But as for other 
persons/who were taken in the war, they were not bound 
to destroy them'; but it was humanity rather to spare them. 
Whence it is, that the prophet here forbids the king to 
smite these, who were not under the curse of the people 
of Canaan. 

Wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive 
with thy sword, and tvith thy bow?] As much as to say, 
Thou wouldest not be so cruel, as in cold blood to kill those 
whom thou thyself hadst taken prisoners in a battle. Much 
more then are those to be spared, who are riot thy captives, 
but God's. Thou hast not taken them with thy sword, or 
with thy bow: but he hath brought them to thee, and deli- 
vered them into thy hand ; not that thou inayest kill them, 
but use them kindly. To this purpose Ralbag. (See Sel- 
den, dc Jure Nat. et Gent. p. 745.) 

Set bread and water before them, that they may eat and 
drink, and go to their master.] And tell him what civility 
and kindness there is among the people of God. This is a 
rare example of that which St. Paul recommends to us, 
Rom. xii. 20. "If thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 
thirst, give him drink," &c. 

Ver. 23. And he prepared great provision for them: and 
wiim they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they 
went to their master.] This is a new wonder, that the hearts 
of the Israelites should so yield unto the command of the 
prophet, as not only to spare, but to entertain bountifully 
their old enemies. 

And the bands of the Syrians came no more into the land 
of Israel.] Great hatreds are sometimes overcome by un- 
expected and undeserved benefits; as many of the heathens 
have observed, that this is the noblest way to conquer 
them, particularly Valerius Maximus: " Speciosius inju- 
ria} benefices vincuntur, quam mutui odii pertinacia peu- 
santur;" injuries are more gloriously overcome by benefits, 
than requited by pertinacious mutual hatred. But the sense 
of benefits in bad natures doth not last long; for in the very 
next verse we read, howtheking of Syria besieged Samaria'. 
Which seems to contradict what is said here, that the Sy- 
rians came no more into the land of Israel. Eut the mean- 
ing of that is (for no man can think that any author what- 
soever would contradict himself in the same breath), either 
that for this time they retreated quite, and laid aside all 
thoughts of war, though afterward they broke out again 
into hostility: or (which is the plainest) that their bands 
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made no more incursions and inroads; but they resolved to 
come and fall upon therri^ not in small parties,' and by am-* 
bushes, (as they did before; ver. 8.) but with a formed army; 
wherewith* they laid siege to Samaria. . * 

Ver. 24. And it came to pass after this, that THen-haddd 
king of Syria.] The name of Ben-hadad was common to all 
the kings, of Syria, as Pharaoh was to those of Egypt. _ 

Gathered allhis host,andwentup, and besieged Samaria.] 
It seems the Israelites had not forces to appear against him 
in the field: so* that he marched directly to Samaria, and 
laid- siege fo it. V 

Ver. 25. And there xvaia great famine in Samaria: and, 
behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was % $old for four- 
score pieces of silver.] The siege lasted so long, or they were 
so ill provided for it, that there was a great scarcity of food 
in this city: insomuch that an ass's head was sold for so 
many shekels as make five pounds of our money. A great 
sum for the head, when the whole body was little worth; 
and it being an unclean creature, it was not lawful for the 
Israelites to eat (yea, was accounted unclean by the Ara- 
bians), unless in case of extreme necessity. See Bochartus, 
in his HieroEoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 13. where he ob- 
serves out of Plutarch, that there was such a scarcity in 
Artaxerxes's army, when he was among the. Cadusii, that 
an ass's head was sold for threescore drachms. 

And the fourth part of a cab.] A cab was a very small 
measure of corn ; containing, as the Jews say, as mucli as 
twenty-four eg%$ would hold. It is never mentioned in the 
Scripture, but only here; though very often in the Talmud, 
in the title Kiddushim. (See Imbonacius, in the Biblioth. 
Mag. Rabbin, torn, v, p. 349.) All agree, it was such a 
measure as I have mentioned;' so that the fourth part of it 
was no more than six eggs would contain, called a log, as 
Bochartus thinks. 

Of dove's dang.] So the Chaldee, Syriac, Arabic, and 
LXX. translate the Hebrew word hirjonim: and so a great 
many of the Jewish doctors, Jarchi, Kimchi, Ralbag, un- 
derstand it. Though it be very hard to believe, that dove's 
dung should be so plentiful in a city as to be sold in any 
quantity, or that men should eat it ; when every one knows 
there is no nourishment in such excrements, and less in 
that of doves than in others, as is observed by Bochartus: 
who, after he hath confuted many other opinions, hath 
made it very probable, that fitches or lentiles are .here 
meant; which were the vilest of all food, arid yet sold at 
this dear rate. For that some sort of food is here meant, 
is plain from what goes before. (See his Hicrozbicon, 
par. ii. lib. i. cap. 7.) 

For five pieces of silver.] Which the same author com- 
putes to be as much as nine French livres. 

Ver. 26. And as the king of Israel was passing by upon 
the wall.] To see if they kept their guards well ; or, to ob- 
serve how the enemy lay. 

Tliere cried unto him a woman, saying, Help, my lord, O 
king 1 

Ver; 27. And he said, If the Lord do not help thee, whence 
shall I help thee:? out of the barn-floor, or out of the wine* 
press?] Some take the first words to be a curse, and trans- 
late them as we do in the margin, Let not the Lord save (or 
help) thee. Like that among the gentiles, '" Dii deseque to 
pcrdant;" may thou perish. Thus Josephus understands 
them to be the words of a man in a great passion, arid full 
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of Fury, that she should implore relief from him, who could 
do nothing for himself. For he thought she had cried to 
him for victuals, as appears by the last words. 

Vcr. 2S. And the king said unto her, Whataileth thee?] 
When she had pacified his anger, or it cooled of itself, ho 
asked her the cause of her cry. 
And she answered, This woman.] Who stood by her. 
Said unto me, Give thy son, that toe may eat him to-day, 
and ive will eat my son to-morrow.] Thus began the pro- 
phecy of Moses to be fulfilled, Deut. xxxviii. 54, 55, &c. 

Ver. 29. So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I 
said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may 
eat him: and she hath hid her son.] Either that she might 
save him, or that she might eat him alone, and thereby 
preserve her life the longer. 

< Ver. 30. And it came to pass, when the king heard the 
words of the woman, that he rent his clothes.'] Out of great 
grief at what the woman had said ; or, perhaps, out of in- 
dignation at the prophet, with whom the next verse shews 
ho was very angry. . i ■ 

t And he passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, 
and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh.] His 
royal robes, which were uppermost, being torn, they saw 
sackcloth (in token of great humiliation) next to his skin. 
For these idolatrous kings were not so profane, but they 
observed some of the ancient rites of religion: among 
which this was one ; to abase and afflict themselves, in 
times of great calamity, by putting sackcloth upon their 
naked body. 

Ver. 31.- Tlwn he said, God do so to me, and more also, 
if (he headofElisha the son ofShaphat shall stand on him 
this day.] Such was the arbitrary power which these kings 
exercised; which took away men's lives, without any 
formal process against them; and the reason of this furious 
resolution seems to be, either because Elisha had hindered 
him from smiting the great host of the Syrians, when he 
had them cooped up in Samaria, (ver. 20 — 22.) which 
might have disabled them from bringing him into these 
straits: or, because Elisha did not employ his interest in 
God, as he expected, to give them deliverance. Therefore 
he swore he should not live till night. 

Ver. 32. And Elisha sat in his house.] In the school, 
where tho sons of the prophets came to be instructed by 
him. , * 

And the elders sat with him.] We often read in Ezckiel 
of the elders of Israel sitting before the prophet to hear 
him, (viii. 1. xxii. 24.) And so some understand it here, of 
the chief persons in Samaria, who were come to consult 
him. .But it rather signifies his chief scholars, some grave 
persons, who applied themselves to the study of Divine 
things, and were now with him. 

And the king sent a man from before him.] Commanded 
one that attended him to go, and execute tho sentence he 
had pronounced against Elisha. 

But, ere the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, 
See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take away 
mine head?] He understood, by the spirit of prophecy, the 
wicked intentions of the king; who was like his father 
Ahab, that had murdered many of the prophets of the Lord. 
Look, when. the messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold 
Mm fast at the door: is not the sound of his master's feet be- 
Mnd him?] He charged them to lay hold of him before he 



came into the room, and not suffer him to enter; for the. 
king would immediately follow him, to revoke his order./ 
So he foresaw, by the same spirit of prophecy, that the king 
repented of what ho had decreed, and was coming to re- 
voke it; and therefore he only required tho elders to do 
that which he knew the king would do himself, viz. stop 
the messenger at the door, and let him proceed no further.- 
This will not warrant private men to apprehend public of- 
ficers ; nor to use such words to princes as the prophet 
here doth to Joram; whom he calls the son of a murderer, 
by a Divine-motion. Which authorized him to represent 
him as the impious son of a very impious father. 

Vcr. 33. And, while he yet talked with them, behold, the 
messenger came down unto him: and he suid, Behold, tliis 
evil is of the Lord, what should I wait for the Lord any 
longer?] Some imagine that the messenger being come, 
spake these words in the king's name. But it seems more- 
reasonable to think the king, who was also come, spake, 
them himself, in a fit of raging despair. He could not but 
acknowledge, that the Lord had brought them into this dis- 
tress. Upon which Elisha exhorted him to wait till he 
would please (who only could do it) to deliver them. But 
he impatiently answered, he had waited so long in vain, 
that he had no hope left, since they were driven to such ex- 
tremity, that women ate their own children. Or, these 
words may be thus interpreted (taking the former part of 
them to be spoken by the prophet, and the latter by the. 
king); And he said (that is, the prophet said), Acknowledge, 
the hand of God in this evil, which comes from him. To 
w T hich the king replied, And what else can I expect from 
the Lord, unless it be such plagues? No, saith Elisha in 
the very next words, ye shall have plenty here to-morrow. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JiiND Elisha said.]T5nto the king, who followed 
the messenger, (see foregoing chapter, ver. 32, 33.) and 
spake such words as Elisha here satisfies him were very 
unreasonable. 

Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To- 
morrow, about this time, shall a measure of fine flour be sold 
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel.] The 
Hebrew word seah signifies a certain measure, containing 
the thirtieth part of an omer: which is about a peck of our 
measure. 

In the gate of Samaria.JVfhich was the market-place, as 
well as a place for other public meetings, (see 2 Sam. xix. 8.) 

Ver. 2. Tlien a lord, on whose hand the king leaned.] 
Some think this was the messenger which the king sent to 
see execution done upon Elisha. Whosoever he was, he 
was greatly beloved by the king; for when he went abroad 
he leaned on him, which was a sign he was dear to him. 
For this state kings in those countries took upon them, to 
lean upon some favourite. As queen Esther, the Jews say, 
had a young lady on whom she rested her right hand, after 
the manner of the eastern kings. (Sec upon ver. 18.) 

Answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the^Lord 
should make windows in heaven, might this thing be?] He 
was incredulous, and seems to have laughed at what the 
prophet said: looking upon it as unlikely, as that God 
would rain corn from heaven, as once he did manna. 
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And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but 
thou shalt not eat thereof.] A just punishment of his unbe- 
lief. And such will be the portion of those that believe not 
the promise of eternal life. 

Ver. 3. And there were four leprous men.]. The Jews will 
Jiave these to have been Gehazi and his three sons ; as 
they say in Gemara Sanhedrin, p. 416. edit. J. Coch. 

At the entering of the gate.] Of the city of Samaria. From 
whence lepers were thrust out, as anciently out. of the 
camp, (Lev. xiii. 46. xiv. 3. Numb. v. 23.) But they got 
as near the gate of the city as they could, for fear of the 
enemy. It appears by this that the Israelites observed the 
ceremonial law, though they were gross idolaters. 

And they said one to another, Why sit we here until we 
die?] 7 For the city could no longer supply their wants, 
having not sufficient for themselves, 
' Ver. 4. If we say, We will enter into the city, then the 
famine is in the city, and we shall die there.] . Lepers might 
sometimes come into their cities, if there was a great oc- 
casion, keeping their due distance from every one ; as ap- 
pears, some think, from Gehazi's talking with the king him- 
self, in the next chapter, (viii. 4.) but more plainly from 
this place. (See Grotius upon St. Luke vii. 12.) 

And if we sit still here, we die also.] The besiegers having 
carried away all the food thereabout. 

Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the 
Syrians.] Who possibly might take compassion upon mi- 
serable people, though enemies to them. 

If they save us alive, we sliall live.] They will not let us 
starve, but give us food. 

And if they kill us, we shall but die.] They knew the 
worst that could happen to them was to lose their lives ; 
which they should certainly do where they were; and 
therefore they chose an uncertain evil before a certain. 

Ver. 5. And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the 
camp of the Syrians.] In the close of tie evening, as ap- 
pears from ver. 9. 12. 

And when they were come to the uttermost part of the 
camp of Syria.] Unto their trenches. 

Behold, there tvas no man there.] Not a man to guard 
them, nor so much as a centinel to watch them. 

Ver. 6. For the Lord had made the host of Syria to hear 
a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of 
a great host.] By the ministry of angels he made such a 
rattling like that of chariots, and prancing of horses, that 
the Syrians imagined a great army was not only marching 
towards them, but ready to fall upon them. 

And they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath 
hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of 
Egypt, to come upon us.] Those people of the land of 
Canaan called Hittites, who dwelt about Hebron and 
Beer-sheba, were rooted out by the Israelites. But cither 
some of them fled, and settled themselves in some neigh- 
bouring country, and there grew very populous ; or else, 
wc are to understand by (he kings oT the Hittites (as Jo- 
sephus doth), thekings rwv v/jtrwv, of the isles, lib.ix.Antiq. 
cap. 2. As if chitlim was the same with cetim, as all isles, 
he saith, are called. Every one of which had a king; as 
Egypt itself was then divided into several kingdoms ; whose 
help, the Syrians thought, the king of Israel had procured. 
Ver. 7. Wherefore they arose, and fled in the twilight.] 
Being but newly gone when the lepers came thither. 



And they left their tents, and their horses, and their asses.] 
Asses were employed in war as well as horses ; at least 
for carrying of their baggage. So Bochartus observes out' 
of Pollux, xpzia 8' dc iroXi/jLovG (TK£vo<p6p(t)v pjv ovu)v, asses 
are of use in war to carry burdens. There were several 
people, also, that fought upon asses, as others'did upon 
horses; which he proves out of iElian and other authors* 
(Sec Hierozoicon, par. ii. lib. ii. cap. 13.) 

Even the camp as it was, and fled for their life.] They 
thought of saving nothing but themselves ; their fear being 
so great, that they left all they had behind them. 

Ver. 8. And when these lepeis came into the uttermost 
part of the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and 
drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and 
went and hid it; and came again, and entered into another 
tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it.] They 
had satisfied their hunger in the first tent, so that they had 
nothing now to do, but to get what treasure they could find, 
and secure it. 

Ver. 9. Then they said one to another, We do not well.] 
When they had both well refreshed and enriched them- 
selves, and also secured their booty, they began to reflect 
upon the distress of their brethren; and condemned them- 
selves for making no more haste to impart unto them the 
discovery they had made of the enemy's flight, and the 
plenty of all things they found in their camp. 

Tliis is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace.] Do 
not publish the goodness of God to us all. 

If we tarry till the morning-light, some mischief will come 
upon us.] The Syrians might possibly recover out of their 
fright, and return when they saw none pursue them:" or, 
some of them might be lurking thereabout, and come and 
kill them. 

Now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's 
household.] Impart this joyful news to the city. For every 
good citizen is in duty bound to discover every thing that 
is for the public safety. 

Ver. 10. So they came, and called to the porter oftlie 
city.] To him that was the chief commander at the gate 
of Samaria. 

And they told tliem.] Him and the guard that was with 
him. 

. Saying, We came into the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, 
there was no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, 
and asses tied, and the tents as they were.] Standing without 
any body in them ; but full of provision and riches. 

Ver. 11. And he called the porters.] Of the king's house. 

And they told it to the king's house ivithin.] Reported it 
in the court, till it came to the king's ears. 

Ver. 12. And the king arose in the night, and said unto 
his servants, I will now shew you what the Syriaiis have 
done to us.] What their stratagem is. 

They know that we be hungry, therefore are they gone out 
of the camp, to hide themselves in the field, saying, WJien 
they shall come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, 
and get into the city.] His long sufferings had made him 
suspicious and cautious ; and this was no improbable con- 
jecture. 

Ver. 13. And one of his servants anstvered and said, Let 
some take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, ivhich 
are left in the city (behold, they are as all the multitude of 
Israel that are left in it; behold, I say, they are even as all 
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the multitude of the Israelites (hat tire consumed), and let us 
send and see,] Ho repeats his advice twice, that it might 
make the greater impression on tho king. I'he sense of 
which is this: that they were almost consumed with hunger, 
and must shortly die,- as all thfe horses and the Israelites 
had done, whom tho famine had killed. Therefore, if theso 
horses and men were taken by the Syrians, there would be 
no great loss of them; for they would be lost if they re- 
mained in Samaria. 

Ver. 14. They took therefore two chariot-horses; and the 
king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying. Go and see.] 
Whether they were gone or not. Some understand the 
horses of two chariots, which might in all be five: but it is 
moro probable the king would venture no more than two 
horsemen, which he thought enough; who took two of the 
horses bf his own chariots to make discovery. 

Ver. 15. And they went after them unto Jordan.] Find- 
ing the camp empty, as the lepers had related, they pursued 
them as far as this river. 

And, h, all theway wasfutl of garments, which the Syrians 
Jiad cast away in their haste: and the messengers returned, 
and told the king J] The certainty of their flight to their own 
country, 

Ver. 16. And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of 
the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour xvas sold for a shekel, 
and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the 
word of the Lord.] They found such store of provision in 
the tents of the Syrians, that it made this sudden change in 
the price of corn, according to filisha's prediction. 

Ver. 17. And the king appointed 'the lord, on tvlioni his 
hand leaned, to have the charge of the gate*] To take care 
the people didnot fun out tumultiiously, and leave the city 
empty; nor commit any disorder in the gate, being very 
eager to get' victuals. 

And the people trod upon him in the gate, and he died.] 
They came out in such crowds, and pressed upon him so 
hard, that they threw him down, and trod him to death. 

As the man of God had said, who spake when the king 
came down to him.]' See ver. 2. 

Ver. 18. And it came to pass, as the man of God had 
spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for a 
sJtekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to- 
morrow at' this time in the gate of Samaria*] By this it 
should seem there was a market kept in the gate of 
Samaria, where provisions were sold: and this lord was 
set to see good' order kept, that they might neither take 
them by force, nor malce any disturbance. 

Ver. 19. And the lord answered tlte man of Godi saying, 
Now, behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, 
might siich a thing be? And lie said, Thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt hot eat thereof] This part of the history 
isrepeated, because it is a most remarkable fulfilling of a 
Divine prediction, whereby their belief of God's provi- 
dence, ordering all tilings in a wonderful manner, was 
confirmed. 

Ver. 26. And so it fell out unto him: for the people trod 
upon him in the gate, and he died.] Before he could enjoy 
the benefit of that plenty which God had bestowed upon 
them. Which did not at all alter their hearts;- but they 
continued so obstinately deaf to all the' prophet's admoni- 
tions and miraculous works, that in the next chapter we 
read of another long famine co'riiihg upon them 
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Ver. 1. JL HEN spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son 
he restored to life.] See Iv. 35, 36. 

Saying, Arise, and go thou and thy household, and sojourn 
where thou canst sojourn.] In somo country out of the land 
of Israel. 

For the Lord, hath called for a famine.] lie had* already 
ordered! and decreed it. 

And it shall come upon the land seven years.] Continue 
as long again as that in the days of Ahab, which lasted 
three years and a half. For as their iniquities increased, 
so did their punishments. Some of the Jews will have this 
to be tho terrible famine spoken of by Joel the prophet ; 
who they fancy lived in these days. And four years of it, 
they say, were caused by noxious creatures, which ate up 
all the fruits of the earth; and the other three by a drought, 
for want of rain. 

Ver. 2. And the woman arose, and did after the saying of 
the man of God.] Who by this monition hath left us an ex- 
ample of a grateful mind, which never thinks it can suffi- 
ciently requite benefits received ;, and she was abundantly 
satisfied, that what he predicted would certainly come to 
pass. 

And she went with her household, and sojourned in th$ 
land of the Philistines seven years.] This country was so 
near, that she might easily remove her family thither, and 
likewise hear sometimes from her own country. They 
were idolaters, indeed, but they suffered those that were 
not to live quietly among them, as their forefathers had 
done ; who entertained Abraham and Isaac with mnch 
friendship, and did not trouble themselves about their re- 
ligion; as Jacob, in like manner, sojourned a long time 
among idolaters in Mesopotamia. This shews tho severity 
of God's anger against Israel, that he accounted them 
worse than the. Philistines ; who had plenty among them, 
when the Israelites were almost starved. 

Yer. 3. And it came to pass, at the seven years* end, that 
the woman returned out of the land of the Philistines: and 
she went forth to cry unto the king, for her house, and for 
her land.] Which some think her kindred had seized, as if 
she had been dead. But it is more likely that she carried 
her relations along with her into the land of the Philistines; 
and it was the custom here, as in other places, that they 
who left* their country had their goods confiscated. (See 
Grotius.) 

Ver. 4. And the king talked with Gehazi, the servant of 
the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, alt the great 
things that Elisha hath done.] Some of the Jews think, that 
the king seeing Gehazi, asked him how he came to be le- 
prous; and thereupon he related to him the history of 
Naaman the Syrian; which moved the king, either to sa- 
tisfy his curiosity, or pass away the time pleasantly, to 
desire to hear all the other miracles Elisha had wrought ; 
but he'hafl no intention to be convinced by them, and turn 
to God. But then here arises a question, how Gehazi 
came to be admitted to speak with him ; being a leper, 
who was not to come into any company, much less into 
the kings presence. This difficulty, some tliiqk, cannot 
be solved without affirming, that'this fell out before Gehazi 
left Elisha's service; such vortpoXo-yia, as the Greeks call 
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it, being, frequent \n Scripture; ar^d. Jthe Jpws, in .Seder 
01amRabba ; place this faniinebefore the story .of I^anianj \ 
which spoils what {hey say of the occasion of this dis- 
course. But tfiere is no i*eed to assert this; for either 
(Gehazi npoji his repentance might be restored tp health j 
or he might ^peak with the king at 3. due distance, ti§ be 
walked in the field for his recreation ; and desired tp be 
entertained with a relation of Elisha's miracles. T^us 
Naaman conversed with Elisha's family at a distance; 
and the lepers called to our Saviour, as be went along the 
highway, (Luke xvii. 12.) 

Yer. 5. And u came to pass, as he was telling the king \ 
how he restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, \ 
whose son he restored to life, cried to the king for her house, \ 
and for her land. And Gehazi said. My lord, O king, this 
is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to 
life.] By a wonderful providence she came to present her 
petition, and brought her son with her, in that very nick of 
iime r when Gehazi was telling the story of his restoration 
to life ; that the king might be the more fully satisfied of 
the truth of what he related from her own mouth. 

Ver. 6. And when the king asked the woman, she told 
him.] That is, confirmed what Gehazi had said. 

So the king appointed unto her a certain officer.] In the 
margin, an eunuch; that is, one of his bedchamber. 

Saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of 
the field.] Not only her house and land, but all the pro- 
fits that had been made of them, and brought into his ex- 
chequer. 

Since the day that she left the land, even till now.] This 
was a high act of justice, and an argument of some good- 
ness left in a bad man, that he would not gain any thing by 
her calamity. 

Ver. 7. And Elisha went to Damascus.] In the time of 
the famine, I suppose he went thither, as the woman did 
to the Philistines. 

And Ben-hadad king of Syria was sick: and it was told 
him, saying, The man of God is come hither.] Who having 
cured Naaman, had raised a great opinion of his power 
with God, in that country. 

Ver. 8. -And the king said unto HazaeL) "Who was the 
captain of his host. 

Take a present in thy hand, and go meet the man of God, 
and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, Shall I recover of 
this disease?] They who consulted prophets, were wont 
always to carry .a present with them, in token of the ho- 
nour they paid them ; as appears by many instances, par- 
ticularly oif Jeroboam's wife ,in this book. It is probable, 
also, he begged his prayers for his recovery, acknowledg- 
ing him to be a man of God. 

Ver. O.And Hazaelwent to meet him.] As he was coming 
into Damascus. 

And took a present tvith him of every good thing of Dp- 
mascus,forty camels' burden, and came and stoodbefore him.] 
This was a very noble present; which, whether he accepted 
or refused, is not mentioned in the holy Scripture. Abar- 
binel thinks he accepted it, because nothing is said to the 
contrary, as there is in the case of Naaman, who presented 
him with silver, and gold, and raiment, and such-like things 
of value. Whereas this was only a provision of food, such 
as bread, and wine, and fruit, and fowl; which was a fit 
present for him to make to the prophet, who might be pre- 



£un*ed to tfe. we^ry with his jtmrney, ^nd as fit for him to 
accept for ijis refreshment. " "."*'."-, 

ycr.10. And Elisha said unto Jam, Gp^ sayurtfo Jiim, Tfipu 
viayest certainly recover ; howbeit, the Lord Jiath shewed me 
that he shgll certainly flie.] Hi§ disease was not of such a 
p^tur.e ,a$ would endanger hi? life, if he did not'lose it by 
$pme other me^ps ; f\s the prophet foresaw he jwould. For 
Josephus saith, his disease was only a deep ijnelancholy, 
into wfiich he fell upon the shameful flight of his army, when 
no enemy w^s ne^r them. This affected his body, and took 
away his appetite ; but might have been cured. 

Ver. 11. And he settled his countenance steadfastly, until 
he was ashamed; and the man of God wept.] The most 
simple sense is, He looked upon Hazael so long, with K 
settled countenance, that- Hazael was ashamed, and he 
himself fell a weeping. Perhaps he fastened his eyes upon 
him as a man astonished, and that in an ecstacy saw somo 
dreadful thing represented to him. Others interpret it, he 
turned away his face on one side, until he was ashamed, 
because he wept; which he would not have had Hazael seen. 
Others, he settled his countenance, not to weep; but he 
.could not refrain from tears. 

Ver. 12. Aii d Hazael said, Wliy weepeth my lord? And 
he answered. Because I know the evil thou wilt do unto the 
children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set ojtfire, 
their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt 
dasli tlieir children, and rip up their women with child.] This 
last expresses the highest degree of barbarous cruelty; for 
which there was no occasion, if hp did but kill the women 
with child, for the child in the womb would die with them, 
without ripping them up. Therefore a late learned man, 
looking on this as a thing unheard of, will have the word 
haroth, not to signify women, with child, but castles or for- 
tified places which he should demolish: though he can- 
not but acknowledge, that the cutting up women very na- 
turally follows slaying their young men,, and dashing their 
children, which goe^ just before. And be should have 
taken notice, that the very first evil lie mentions that Ha- 
zael should do to them, is setting their strong holds on fire. 
(Gousset Comment. Linguae Hebraicae, p. 216.) 

Ver. 13. And Hazael said, But what! is thy servant a dog, 
that he should do this great thing ?] This is commonly un- 
derstood as a disclaiming of such .barbarity, which he ab- 
horred as a beastly thing. But the words in the Hebrew 
sound otberways, being a submissive form of speech, 
wherein the speaker undervalues and debases himself, as 
appears from 1 Sam. xxiv. 15. 2 Sam. ix. 8. and run thus ; 
But what is thy servant ?,a dog. As much as to say, A mean 
and contemptible creature, who can never have power to 
do such great things; which none but a prince can do. 

And Elisha answered, The Lord hath shewed me that tliou 
shall be king over Syria.] This was as much as declaring 
and appointing him king of Syria: which Elijah ordered 
him to do; and was as much as if he had anointed him. 
(See 1 Kings xix.15.) 

Ver. 14. So he departed from Elisha, and came to his mas- 
ter, who said to him, What saith Elisha to thee? And he an- 
swered, He told me that thou shouldest surely recover.] He 
told him only the first part of his answer, and that not sin- 
cerely, as he intended. For he did not say he should surely 
recover, but that he might recover ; his disease being in it- 
self not mortal. 
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Ver. 15. And it came to pass on the morrow.'] His eager 
desire to reign would not suffer him to expect his master's 
death, but he made haste to dispatch him the very next 
morning after he came from Elisha. 

That he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in tvater.] The 
covering of his bed, which (as many think) was made of 
goats* hair; or, some other thick cloth, that would suck up 
a great deal of water. 

And spread it upon his face, so that he died.] He being 
feverish (as Josephus thinks) and complaining of heat, 
Hazael pretended to cool him by this means ; but indeed 
choked him; by thrusting the cloth, perhaps, into his 
mouth: so that he could make no noise, nor did any sign 
of violence remain upon his body; but the murder was 
committed so secretly, that it was thought he died anatural 

'death. But nothing can be concealed from God, who 
took care to have the villany recorded to posterity, by re- 
vealing it to his prophet. 

■ And Hazael reigned in his stead.] Being in great favour 

'with the people, especially with the soldiery; and Ben-ha- 
dad, it is likely, leaving no son. 

Ver. 1G. And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab 
ling of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jeho- 
ram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.'] 
All the seeming contradictions between this verse and 
chap.i. 17. and chap. iii. l.arethus briefly reconciled by 
Huetius : — Jchoram beginning to reign with his father Je- 
hoshaphat in his seventeenth year, and Joram king of Is- 
rael in his eighteenth, the first year of Joram king of Is- 
rael will fall out in the second year of Jehoram, king of 
Judah: whose father dying in the twenty-second year of 
his reign, Jehoram, king of Judah/ began to reign alone in 
the fifth year of Joram king of Israel. (See Demonstr. 
Evang. propos. iv. p. 204.) 

Ver. 17. Thirty and ttvo years old was he when he began 
to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.] Part of 
which was with his father, as I now observed, and the rest 

' by himself. Dr. Lightfoot observing three dates of the 
beginning of his reign, gives this account of it : — The first 
was when he -was made viceroy with his father, at the 
time he w r ent out of the land for the recovery of Ramoth- 
Gilead. The second was when his father went upon his 

'expedition with Jehoram, king of Israel, against Moab 
(chap. iii. of this book), from which time, he thinks, the be- 
ginning of his reign is fixed here, and in 2 Chron. xxi. 20. 

' For after this time, Jehoshaphat was little at Jerusalem, 
but abroad either in his own land (which he perambulated 
that he might reduce the people to the true religion), or in 
Moab, to bring them into subjection, (2 Chron. xix. 20.) 
And lastly, at his father's death he was completely king of 
Judah, 2 Chron. xxi. 1. (See Harm, of the Evang. Pro- 
legom. sect. 6.) So that the clearest solution of the diffi- 
culty mentioned in the foregoing verse is this (as Dr. Alix, 
a great man in this learning, and all others, hath observed 
to me), that Joram had three beginnings of his reign. One 
in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat, when his father 
designed him to be king; the second in the twenty-third year 

' of his father, when he was crowned ; and the last when his 
father (after he* had reigned five-and-twenty years) died; 
and he reigned alone a little more than four years. Thus 
Solomon was made king before his father died, and again 
after his death, as Abarbinel observes. (See r Kings ii. 12.) 



Ver; 18. And he walked in th« way of the kings of Israel, 
as did the house of Ahab; for the daughter of Ahab was his 
wife.] viz. Athaliah, ver. 2G. 

And he did evil in the sight of the Jsord.] Being seduced 
by his wife to forsake the religion of his pious father and 
grandfather. Thus Ahab himself was led to the worship 
of Baal by his wife Jezebel. So dangerous it is to marry 
with idolaters; for this wife of Jehoram, in all likelihood, 
was the author of that cruel policy of murdering all his 
brethren, for fear they should disturb him in his kingdom. 
(2 Chron. xxi. 2—4.) 

Ver. 19. Yet the Lord tvould not destroy Judah for Da- 
vid Ids servant's sake.] Though he punished them severely, 
(see 2 Chron. xxi. 14 — 17, &c.) yet he would not cut them 
all off, but had patience with them a long time, upon the 
account of that excellent servant of his/ king David ; unto 
whom he had made a promise, as it here follows, and to his 
seed after him, of a perpetual kingdom. 

Ashe promised him, to give him always a light, and to his 
children.] A succession in this dignity (as I have ex- 
pounded it before), w T hich was completed in the Messiah, 
whose kingdom shall have no end. • 

Ver. 20. 'In his days Edom revolted from under the hand 
of Judah, and made a king over themselves.] After they had 
been subject to Judah a hundred and fifty years, ever since 
the time of David, who subdued that country. This was 
'a great dishonour to him; but by this means the prophecy 
of Isaac was fulfilled. (Gen. xxvii. 40.) 

Ver. 21. So Joram went over to Zair.] This word Zair is 
written differently from Seir; and therefore doth not signify 
any part of the country of Edom ; but some city near to it. 
- And all the chariots with him.] With as great a force as 
he could raise, to reduce them to obedience. 

And he rose by night, and smote the Edomites which com- 
passed him about.] The Edomites were not wanting in their 
own defence, but had surrounded him with an army; 
•through which he broke in the night, and routed them. 

And the captains of the chariots: and the people fled into 
their tents.] To their own camp ; where, it is likely, they 
were intrenched. 

Ver. 22. 4 Yet Edom revolted from tinder the hand of Ju- 
dah^] Notwithstanding this victory, they could not recover 
their dominion over this country ; but Edom continued a 
kingdom under its own king. 

- Unto this day.] 'When this book was written, which was 
not long after this revolt. And they were not brought 
again under the pow T er of the Jews till after the captivity 
of Babylon: when Hyrcanus the son of Simon conquered 
them, and they received circumcision ; and came to have 
a free commerce with the Jews. Insomuch that Herod the 
son of Antipater, who was an Edomite, obtained the king- 
dom of Judea ; and endeavoured to pass for a Jew, be- 
cause they had received circumcision under Hyrcanus. 

ThenXibnah revolted at the same time.] Which was the 
reason, perhaps, why he could not pursue his victory over 
the .Edomites, and regain their country; because he had 
enough to do at home, there being a defection of his own 
subjects from him. For this was a considerable city in the 
tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 42.) and belonged to the priests, 
(Josh. xxi. 13.) Which example, it is likely, other neigh- 
bouring cities followed. For the reason why they revolted, 
w T as because he attempted to set up his idolatrous worship 
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among them ; contrary to the law of God and of the king- 
dom. (See 2 Chron. xxi. 10, 11.) .*,..., ,- •- 
Ver. 23. And the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the book of .the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah?] See 1 Kings xi. 41.- . 

Vcr. 24. And .Joram slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David.] But not in the 
sepulchre of the kings, as we read 2 Chron. xxi.20. 
And Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead. 
Ver. 25. In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, 
did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king ofJudah begin to reign.] 
In the conclusion of the eleventh and beginning of the 
twelfth: as appears from ix. 29. 

Ver. 26. Twenty and two years old was Ahaziah when he 
began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem.] But 
in 2 Chron. xxii. 2. it is said, he was forty-two years old 
when he began to reign : which seeming contradiction was 
anciently solved in this manner (by the author, of Seder 
Olam Rabba, whom a great many Jewish and Christian 
writers follow): that the forty-two years mentioned in the. 
book of Chronicles are not to be computed from the birth 
of Ahaziah, but from the time of the decree of cutting off 
the house of Omri: which was in the thirty-first year of 
Asa, when Omri began to reign, who reigned six years, 
and after him Ahab twenty and two ; and Ahaziah his son 
two years, and Joram twelve: all which put together 
make forty-two years. This Dr. Lightfoot hath expressed 
more plainly thus : " The forty-two years have not relation 
to the age of Ahaziah, but to the kingdom of the house of 
Omri. And therefore the words of the original are not to 
be translated, Ahaziah was forty-two years old; but Aha- 
ziah was the son of forty-two years, as Seder Olam trans- 
lates it And the reason why his reign "is thus differently 
set down from all other kings of Judah is, because he was 
a branch of the house of Omri by his mother's side, (ver. 
18.) and therefore was fit to be reckoned not by the line of 
the kings of Judah, but by the house of Omri and Ahab." 
But there is an easier and more likely reconciliation of 
these two places, by Kimchi,- Abarbinel, and others, which 
is, that Joram being invaded by the Arabians, and also 
diseased, made his son, Ahaziah king, together with himself; 
wben he was forty-two years old. In this condition things 
remained twenty years; and then his father dying, they 
made him king alone, when he was forty- two years old: 
thus a great number of Christian interpreters also underr 
stand it. But then they suppose that Jehoram being thirty- 
two years old when he began to reign, reigned eight years 
(as it is said ver. 17.) after his father's death, that is, hap- 
pily and prosperously ; but after that, falling into the hands 
of the Arabians, and growing sickly, he reigned inglori- 
ously twenty years, till he was sixty years old, his son ad- 
ministering affairs all this time for him : but since the LXX. 
in the book of Chronicles read not forty-two, but twenty, 
many learned and good men think (the ancient Hebrew 
copies agreed thereunto : but by the carelessness of tran- 
scribers, forty camc'in instead of twenty. Which it is better 
they think tp acknowledge plainly, than to use forced and 
constrained interpretations, as the preceding seem to them 
to be. Perizonius hath lately censured them all, in these 
words, " Si quid ego video aut intclligo, multo rcctius di- 
vinitati ct auctoritati Scripturee S. consulant, qui vitium 
istic librariorum in re per se levi agnoscunt, quam qui dif- 
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ficultatem yolunt tollere, contortis, Yiolentis, et absonis in- 
terpretationibus : quae ab ipsa Scripturee locutione, ct 
clarissima Syntaxi lbngissime* recedunt," &c. And then 
instances in this very place, and the foregoing expressions 
of it. . (Prefat. in Lilian.. Var. Histor. * * * * 2.) 

And his mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of 
Omri king of Israel.] So she is called also in 2 Chron. 
xxii. 2. that is, Omri's grand-daughter; who. are often 
called daughters, as I have before observed. -For it is 
certain Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab ; but perhaps, 
educated by Omri his father, and upon that account may 
be called his daughter. He was the youngest son of Je- 
horam, all whose other children and his wives were carried' 
away by the Philistines and Arabians, when they made ah 
inroad upon Judah, 2 Chron. xxi. 16, 17. where he is. 
called Jehoahaz. ? ' . : * ,.!.. 

Ver. -27. And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, 
and did evil in the sight of the Lord, as did the house of 
Ahab.] Not only worshipped thQ calves, but also Baal. 

For he teas the son-in-law of the house of Ahab.] And so 
corrupted in his religion, by the affinity he made with that 
wicked family. Into which Jehoshaphat married his son,- 
hoping, perhaps, to unite thereby the two. kingdoms again: 
but it proved the ruin of his family; .as appears by the 
book of Chronicles. . 

Ver. 28. And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to 
the war against. Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-Gilead.] . 
Just as Jehoshaphat went with Ahab to the same placo: 
which Joram, it seems, endeavoured to recover to. Israel,- 
as his father had done. : -» ' . - 

. And the Syrians wounded Joram.] Not mortally, as they' 
did Ahab: but so, that he was fain to leave the field. to > 
be cured of his wounds in Jezreel. '. . . /< ' ,. 

/ Ver. 29. And king Joram went back to be healed in Jez- 
reel of the. wounds the Syrians had given him in Ramah, : 
when he fought against Hazael king of Syria.] Leaving his 
army at Ramoth-Gilead. 

And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went 
down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he 
was sick.] By this means the secret providence of God so 
ordered it, that they were both killed by Jehu, as a pujiish-, 
mejit of their idolatry, . ■ \ * .. .\ .. , f. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. j^LND Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of 
the prophets.] The prophet Elijah was commanded to do, 
this which Elisha was now about to do ; but Abab's humi- 
liation had moved God to defer, the judgment pronounced 
upon him and his family ; and so the execution of it was 
left to Elisha, who did not go himself because be was bet-: 
ter. known, and his business required secrecy ; or, being 
old, he was unfit for such a journey: for the last time we 
read of him ho was at Damascus. This young man, who' 
was now attending him, the Jews in Seder Olam Rabba 
say, was Jonah the son of Amittai : which is the opinion 
also of Abarbinel, and other Hebrew doctors. * 

And said, Gird up thy loins.] Which implies he was to 
make expedition, and dispatch his business before it could 
bo discovered. 

And take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth* 
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Gilead.] Whcro Joram had left his army; and, as somo 
think, they had now possessed themselves of it. 

Ver. 2. And when thou contest thither, look out there 
Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi.] Who some 
think was left commandcr-in-chief.of the king's army. 

And make him rise up from among his brethren.] From 
the other officers of the army, (ver. 5.) 

And carry him to an inner chamber.'] Lest the rest of the 
captains should make any opposition, and apprehend him. 

Ver. 3. Tlten take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, 
and say, Tlius saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king 
aver Israel] The Jews think none of tho kings of Israel 
were anointed, but only those of the house of David : nor 
all they neither, but only when there was a question about 
the succession. For had it not been for the faction of 
Adonijah, there had been no need of Solomon's unction. 
For which reason Jehu was anointed, because the succes- 
sion to the kingdom of Israel was to be translated out of 
the right line of the family of Ahab unto another, family, 
which had no right to the kingdom, but merely by this ap- 
pointment of God : who not only by his word, but by this 
solemn rite, constituted him king of Israel. 
. Then open the door and flee, and tarry not J] Lest by any 
means what he had done should -be discovered, and they 
might lay hold on him as a traitor. 

Ver. 4. So the young man, even the young man tlie pro- 
phet, went to Ramoth- Gilead.] This argued a great faith in 
this young prophet, that he undertook so readily the execu-. 
tion of this command. For there was no small danger to 
anoint a new king ; as Elisha himself plainly suggests ; 
when he bade him flee away, as fast as he could, as soon 
as he had done. 

Ver. 5. And when he came, the captains of the host were, 
sitting.'] In council, I suppose, how to. carry.on the war, 
or about some other business. Though some fancy they 
were at dinner. 

And he said, I have an errand to thee, O captain.] Look- 
ing upon Jehu. 

And Jehusaid, Unto which of alius? And he said, To 
thee, O captain?] This shews that Jehu was the head of 
them, who asked the question in the name of the rest. 

Ver. C. And he arose, and went into the house.] Into a 
private room, (ver. 2.) 

And he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him.] 
The oil being poured on his head, the Jews say he anointed 
him with it (as the manner was) in the form of a crown: in 
token that Jic was the head of the people, and had tho su- 
preme power ovqt them committed to him. 

Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee 
king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel.] They 
were still the people of the Lord by right and by profes- 
sion, though they worshipped other gods with him. And 
it belonged .to him to appoint what ruler he pleased over 
them; which he did by his prophet. Without which au- 
thdrity, if Jehu had taken the government upon him, he had 
been an usurper. 

Ver. 7. 'And thon shalt smite the house of Ahab thy 
master.] Now.ho acquaints him what God required of him 
upon this promotion. 

That I may avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, 
and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of 
Jezebel.] To execute God's judgment on the house of Ahab, 



Which ho pronounced long ago, for their cruel murders of 
his prophets, and other good men in Israel ; particularly 
Naboth. In this.Jehu acted not out of a spirit of private 
revenge, for he had no quarrel with the house of Ahab, 
but as God's minister, who by his prophet authorized him 
to do what follows. 

Ver. 8. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish ; and I 
will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, 
and him that is shut up and left in Israel.] See upon 1 Kings 
xxi. 21. 

Ver. 9. And I will make the house of Ahab like the house 
of Jeroboam the son ofNebat, and like the house ofBaasha 
the son ofAhijah.] See 1 Kings xiv. 10. xvi. 3. 

Ver. 10. And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of 
Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her.] Sec 1 Kings 
xxi. 23. 

And he opened the door, and fled.] See ver. 3. 

Ver. 11. Tlien Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord.] 
Returned to tho council-chamber, where they continued 
sitting, (ver. 5.) • 

And one said unto him, Is all well?] They seeing the pro- 
phet look like a man in a fright, thought he brought some 
bad news. 

Wherefore came this mad fellow unto thee?] So they call 
him, because He came in so abruptly upon them, when they 
were sitting in council; and because he fled away so has- 
tily; and because they observed some motions in him 
which argued great disturbance. Though some think they, 
being profane idolaters, spake these words in scorn and 
contempt. 

And he said unto them, Ye knotv the man, and his com- 
munication.] They might know him to be a prophet by his 
habit, and by his way of speaking, as one that had autho- 
rity. And prophets they knew commonly came to speak 
something concerning religion. By which general answer 
ho thought to have satisfied them, and put by thoir further 
inquiry, that he might take time to deliberate of the most 
opportune season to declare this message of God to him. 

Ver. 12. And they said, It is false, tell us now.] They 
were confident he came about some matter of great import- 
ance, which he seeming unwilling to discover, they pressed 
him the harder to tell truth. 

And he said, Thus and thus spake he unto me, saying, 
Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel] 
It is likely tho spirit of courage, as well as of prudence, 
entered into Jehu, when he was anointed, so that he took 
heart to tell them boldly w r hat the prophet had said. And 
tho oil perhaps was still fresh upon his head, wherewith 
he anointed him, which he shewed to them. 

Ver. 13. And they hasted.] God also moved the hearts 
of all the captains, immediately, without any consultation, 
to acknowledge him for their king. 

And took every man his garment, and put it under him.] 
They mado a kind of throne of their very garments, and 
raised him up above the rest of the company. 

Upon the top of the stairs.] They did not stay till they 
came down into tho street, but forthwith, upon the very 
top of the stairs of the place where they were sitting, ac- 
knowledged him for their sovereign, by spreading their 
garments under his feet, to tread upon. So Dc Dieu under- 
stands the words. There is a late author who guesses 
these were winding-stairs in a turret, ou the top of which 
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tower they placed Jehu, that all the people might see him, 
and hear him proclaimed their king. (Gousset in his Com- 
ment. Linguae Hcbraicae, p. 173.) . . 

And blew with the trumpet, saying, Jehu is king J] They 
proclaimed him to be appointed by God to be king of Is- 
rael, which used to be done by the sound of the ttumpet. 
(1 Kings i. 32.) 

Ver. 14. So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son 1 of 
Nimshi, conspired against Joram.] Contrived, with the rest 
of the captains that commanded the army, how to destroy 
Joram. For which they had the fairer opportunity, be- 
cause he was gone from, the army to Jczreel, as it 'here 
follows. 

(Now Joram had kept Ramoth-Gilead, he and all Isrtibl, 
because of Hazael king of Syria.'] That is, kept a strong 
garrison there, upon the frontiers of his kingdom ; and left 
his army also thereabout (for they are meant by all Israel), 
for fear Hazael should make any new attempt to re- 
cover it. 

Ver. 15. But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jez- 
reel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when 
he fought with Hazael king of Syria).'] This was said be- 
fore, but here repeated, to shew how Jehu came to effect 
his design so easily. Which was because Joram was ab- 
sent from his army: among whom if he had continued, it 
is likely, some of them, if not all, would havo adhered to 
him, and fought for him. 

And Jehu said, If it be your minds.] If they were all 
agreed that he should be their king. 

Then let none go forth nor escape out of the city.] This 
shews that Ramoth-Gilead was in the possession of the 
Israelites. From whence he would have none to be sent, 
nor suffered to go forth, but the gates be narrowly watched. 

To go to tell it in Jezreeh] For he knew that secrecy and 
speed wore necessary to the execution of such great de- 
signs as he had in hand. 

Ver. 16. And Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel 
(for Joram lay there). AndAhaziah king ofJudah was come 
down to see JorcCm.] This is repeated, to shew that Joram 
continued at Jezreel, whither he weilt from Ramoth : and 
that Ahaziah, who came to visit him, continued also with 
him. 

Ver. 17. And tliere stood a watchman on the tower of 
Jezreel.] These watchmen seem to have been set on high 
places, in time of peace; as well as war, wheresoever tho 
king was, that he might not be surprised. For David at 
Jerusalem was admonished by the watchman that his sons 
were safe, when he feared they had been lost, (2 Sain. xiii. 
3-4.) as afterward, thatnewswas coming from tho army that 
fought against Absalom, (xviii. 24, 25.) 

And he spied the company of Jehu as they came, and said, 
1 see a company.] A troop, or squadron of horse, as we now 
speat. 

And Joram said, Take a horseman, and send to meet them, 
and say, Is it peace?] He was afraid the Syrians had got 
the better of his army; or some more of his subjects had 
revolted, as Libnah had done. 

Ver. 18. So there went one on horseback to meet him, and 
said, TIius saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What 
hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me.] The 
messenger spake in the king's name ; but he spake to a 
greater king, who bade him not to trouble himself about 



pe&ce of war, but follow him. Which he durst not refuse, 
seeing such a company of soldiers' With Jehu. 

And the watchman said, TJie messenger came to them, but 
he cometh not again.] Which put them in doubt what to 
think. ' v 

Ver. 19. And he shit out a second on horseback, which 
came unto them, and said, Thu$$aith the king, Is it peace? 
And Jehu said, What hast thoxi to do with pkacel turn tltee 
behind me.~] To the same question the same ariswerwas 
returned; that it did not concern him, whether they were 
friends or enemies; but his safest way was to follow Jehu. 

Ven 20. And the watchman told, saying, He cdme even . 
unto them, and cometh not again : and the driving is like tlie 
driving of Jehu the son" 6f Nimshu] Who was his grandfather, 
but a mote eminent'p^rson/it is likely, than Jehoshaphat 
his father; and so he was commonly called his son. 

For he driveth furiously.] He was noted, it seems, for 
fierceness and eagerness in pursuing his designs. But the 
Chaldee paraphrast take'3 it quite otherwise, that he drove 
sloivly; as if he \vould entice Joram to come out of the 
city and meet him, having 1 n6 mind to engage in ah assault 
or siege of Jczreel. 

Ver. 21. And Jorain said, Make ready. And his chariot 
was made ready. And Joram king of Israel, and Aha'zidh 
king of Judah; went out each in his chariot, and they went 
out against Jehu.] Not to fight him, but to meet him before 
he came to the city, that if there was any sedition he might 
compose it by his authority; or, perhaps, in honour of 
s Jehu, who he saw Would deliver the news himself,' and n6t 
entrust a messenger with iL 

And met him in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite.] -By 
a special providence of G6d, tohich brought them together 
in that place.* 

Ver. 22. And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, thctt 
he said, Is it peace, Jehu?] 1 Seeing him look sternly, T sup- 
pose, ho began to suspect some danger. 

And he answered, Wliat "peace, so long as the ivhoredoms 
of thy mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts, are so many?] 
He means her idolatries, wherewith she bewitched the peoi 
pie, still continued, and were multiplied; Some think, in- 
deed, that she added corporal fornication to her spiritual, 
and used evil arts to provoke men td filthy lusts. And, in- 
deed, all manner of lewdness was wont to accompany idol- 
atry ; and in Rev. ii. 20. they who are compared to Jeze- 
bel are said to entice Christians to fornication, arid to eat 
things sacrificed to idols ; unless by fornication we there 
understand idolatry, and by eating things sacrificed to idols, 
having communion with idolaters. 

Ver. 23. Joram turned his hands.] The hand of him that 
drove the chariot. 

And fled.] Towards Jezreel; where if he had kept, and 
inquired what Jehu came for, he might have defended him- 
self for some time agaihst him. 

And said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah!] 
Which he discovered too late, having no forces to resist 
those of Jehu. 

Ver. 24. And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and 
smote Jehoram between his arms.] Or shoulders; it being, 
I suppose, a chariot open behind. 

And the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down 
in his chariot:] God so ordered r it, that he shot him quito 
through the heart, so that he died immediately. 
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Ver. 25. Tfien saidJelm to Bidkar his captain, Take him, 
and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the Jez- 
reelite.] Part of which Ahab had made a garden; but the 
rest remained a field. 

For remember how that, when land thou rode together 
after 'Ahab his father.] With the rest of his guard, when 
he M-6nt to take possession of Naboth's vineyard. In the 
Hebrew the words are exactly thus: Remember, thou and 
I were among those ivhb rode two and two together after 
Ahab, Sec. That is, he was attended by his guard, who 
'wert wont to ride in pairs, two and two, and Jehu and 
Bidkar rode at that time together, and heard Elijah's words. 
The Lord laid this burden upon him.'] This punishment, 
which is frequently by the prophets called a burden, Isa. 
xiii. 1, &c. was denounced against Ahab, and extended to 
his son, ] Kings x*i. 19. where theso very words are not 
recorded; but Elijah said more than is there set down, 
which Jehu well remembered. 

Ver. 26. Surely, I have seen yesterday the blood of Na- 
both, and the blood of his sons,saith the Lord.] Some think 
that Jezebel contrived the death of Naboth's sons, toge- 
ther with their father, that they might lay no claim to the 
possession of their father. But these words may signify 
no more (as Grotius and others have observed) than the 
poverty to which they were Teduccd. For all punishments 
and miseries are called blood among the Hebrews ; (Lev. 
xvii. 4.) and to take away their estate, upon which they 
should have lived, was in effect to take away their blood, 
in which is the life of every creature; as we say now of 
grievous oppressors, that they suck tho blood of others; 
and commonly call them blood-suckers. 

And I will requite it in this plat, saith the Lord. Now 
therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord.] Without any burial; that, 
according to the prophecy, he might be eaten by the fowls 
of the air, (1 Kings xxi. 24.) 

Ver. 27. But when Ahaziah king of Jndah saw this, he 
fled by the way of the garden-house.] Which was built upon 
part of Naboth's vineyard. 

And Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him -also 
in the chariot. And they did so, at the going up to Gur, 
which is by Ibleam; and he fled to Megiddo.] He could 
not get to his own country, and so sheltered himself at 
Megiddo, which was not far from Samaria, whither.his ser- 
vants carried him, as a safer place (for he. was not mor- 
tally wounded), and there he hid himself for fear of Jehu, 
as we read 2 Chron. xxii. 9. * 1 4 

And he died there.] Not at Megiddo; but being searched 
for and taken in Samaria, he w r as brought to Jehu at Jez- 
reel, where he commanded him to be slain.' Which seems 
to be beyond his commission; but as he was an idolater, 
so he was of the bloody house of Ahab by his mother's 
side,- who was Ahab's daughter: (viii. 18.) and his de- 
struction was of God, (as the author of the second book of 
Chronicles observes, xxii. 7.) who prompted Jehu thus to 
understand his command. Thus Abarbinel understands 
those words, he died there. Not in Megiddo, mentioned 
before, but in that execution of God's judgments on the 
house of Ahab. 

Ver. 28. And his servants carried him in a chariot to Je- 
rusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre with his fathers, in 
the city of David.] Which honour Jehu permitted to be 



done him, because he was desec ;ded from the good prince 
Jehoshaphat. (See 2 Chron. xxii. 9.) 

Ver. 20. And in the eleventh year of Joram the son of 
Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah.] See the fore- 
going chapter, ver. 25. 

. Ver. 30. And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel 
heard ofit; 'and she painted her face, and tired, her head, 
and looked out at a windoiv.] In the Hebrew it is, she put 
her eyes in paint; that is, in stibium, which made the eyes 
look hlack, and was accounted beautiful ; and also dilated . 
tho eyebrows, and made the eyes appear big; which, m 
some countries, was also thought very amiable. (Sec Gro- 
tius.) This was not intended to tempt Jehu with her beauty ; 
but to keep up her dignity and state to the very last : for 
she was extremely proud. 

Ver. 31. And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had 
Zimri peace, who sleiu his master?] She thought, perhaps, 
he w r ould not meddle with a woman; and therefore took 
upon her to rebuke and upbraid him with what he had done 
against her son; bidding him remember what became of 
Zimri, who was cut off by Omri his father-in-law, the 
founder of Ahab's family. . 

■ Ver. 32. And he lifted up his face to the windoiv, and said, 
Who is on my side, who ? • And there looked out to him two 
or three eunuclis.] Who, according to the custom of the. 
eastern countries, wxre wont to attend upon queens in 
their chambers. 

Ver. 33. And he said, Throw her dozen. So they threw 
her down.'] See how suddenly courtiers change with the 
fortune of their master. 

. And some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and ore. 
the horses: and he trod her under foot.] With his horses* 
This some of the Jewish doctors, particularly Ralbag and 
Kirachi, look upon a§ a punishment, according to the lex 
talionis, like for like. As she had done, so she suffered. For 
she caused Naboth to be stoned ; and now she was con- 
demned to be stoned herself: for there were two ways of 
stoning ; either by throwing stones at malefactors, till they 
had knocked, them down and killed them; or by throwing 
them down upon the stones from a high place, and break- 
ing them to pieces. As Amaziah did with the captives he 
took of Mount Seir, 2 Chron. xxv. 12. (See Selden, lib. i. 
dc Synedriis, cap. 5. p. 76, &c.) 

Ver. 34. And when he was come in, he >did eat and 
drink, and said, Go, see noiv this cursed woman, and bury 
her.] That is, go and take care of her body, to see it 
decently buried. 

For she is a king's daughter.] And was also the wife and 
the mother of a king, which moved him to have this regard 
to her, as all men naturally have to royal dignity ; forget- 
ting, in the mean time, what Elijah had prophesied against 
her in his hearing. Which he might easily do when he was 
merry, it is like, with eating and drinking liberally. 

Ver. 35. And they went out to bury her; but they found 
no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of 
her hands.] All the rest being eaten by the dogs. For it 
is probable, when the horsemen were gone, who trod her 
under foot, the footmen stripped her, and left her naked in 
her own blood ; exposed to the hungry dogs, that camo 
out of the city and devoured her. 

r Ver. 36. Wherefore they came again, and told him : and 
he said, Tliis is the ivord of the Lord, tvhich he spake by his 
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servant Elijah the prophet.] Which he now called to mind, 
as he did his prophecy concerning Ahab and his sons. 

Saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh 
ofJezebeL] See 1 Kings xxi. 23. -•* • - • , 

Ver. 37. And the carcass of Jezebel shall be as dung upon 
the face of the field, in the portion of Jezreel; so that they 
sliall not say, This is JezebeL~] No memory of her, nothing 
whereby to know there had been such a woman as Jeze- 
bel, should remain of her ; suppose a picture, or effigies, 
to which men might point, and say, This is Jezebel. In 
our language, perhaps we should have said, they shall not 
say, Here lies Jezebel: for no monument was made for 
her, she having no sepulchre but in the belly of dogs. 
These words are not mentioned in 1 Kings xxi. being suffi- 
ciently included in what is there recorded : but perfectly 
remembered by Jehu; who now more largely recites the 
words of Elijah. ) ■- 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JX.ND Ahab had seventy sons.] It is likely that 
grandsons are comprehended under the name of sons, as is 
usual in Scripture ; though,by several wives, he might have 
as many sons as Gideon had. 

. In Samaria.] Unto which place the ruler of Jezreel had 
carried them, when they heard how Jehu had killed Joram; 
for fear they should falLinto his hands : or, perhaps, dur- 
ing the war. with Syria, their father had sent them thither, 
as a place of security (it being a strong city), in case of 
any ill accident that might happen. 

• And Jehu ivrote letters, to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jez- 
reel.] The chief noblemen of the kingdom, who, I suppose, 
•were fled thither with the king's sons ; and perhaps were 
met to deliberate what to do in this juncture, whether or 
not to set up one of Ahab's sons to be their king. 

And to'the elders.] The principal persons in Samaria. 

And to those who brought up Ahab's children, saying.] 
These are called omanim (nourishers),. because they had 
the care of his children from their infancy, and were now 
their governors, as we call them; who were of his kindred, 
(ver. 11.) • - . . 

Ver. 2. Nowy as soon as this letter cometh to you, seeing 
your masters sons are with you, and there are with you 
chariots and horses, a fenced city also, and armour ; 

Ver. 3. Look even out the best and meetest of your mas- 
ter's sons, and set him on his father's throne, and fight for 
your master's house.] This he said, because, perhaps, he 
heard they were consulting about a successor to Ahab. 
Or rather, he insults over them, and denounces war against 
them with scorn and derision, being secure of the event, 
that they were hot able to oppose him. 

Ver. 4. But they were exceedingly afraid, and said, Be- 
hold, two kings stood not before him: how then shall we 
stand?] They were timorous persons, bred up it is likely 
in ease and delicacy. For this argument had little in it; 
those two kings being unarmed, without any forces; which 
they were furnished withal to defend themselves, and their 
master's sons. 

. Ver. 5. And he that was over the house.] The high stew- 
ard, as we call him, of the king's household. 

And he that was over the city.] The governor of the city, 
who hp.d all the soldiers under his command. 
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And the elders, and the bringers up of the king's children.] 
All the senators, and the great men that were entrusted with 
the care of the king's children. ■ . : > • 

Sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, and will do 
all that thou shalt bid. us ; we will not make any king : do 
thou that which is good in thine eyes.] They basely submit 
to his pleasure, without making any composition : which 
it is likely they thought it to no purpose to endeavour, and 
did not expect such rigorous usage from him. 

Ver. 6. TJten he wrote a letter the second time to them, 
saying, If ye be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, 
take the heads of, your master's sons, and come to me to 
Jezreel by to-morrow this time (now the king's sons, being 
seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, which 
brought them up).] This is repeated, to shew the vile spirit 
of these great men; that could destroy so many royal 
persons, of whom they had the care, and who had offended 
nobody. . > r.\ . ,\ ,- t , - ;. ** * , • 

Ver. 7. And it came to pass, when, the letter came to 
them, that they took the king's sons, and slew seventy per- 
sons, and put their heads in baskets.] They seem not to have 
deliberated about the matter, though in itself so horrid ; 
but instantly obeyed him. .. 

And sent him them, to Jezreel.] Following after them- 
selves, as appears from ver. 11. expecting, perhaps, to be 
thanked for what they had so readily done ; but, quite con- 
trary, came to the same miserable end. 

Ver. 8. And there came a messenger, and told him, say- 
ing, They have brought the heads .of the king's sons. And 
he said, Lay ye them in two heaps at the entering of the 
gate until the morning.] The gate was the place of public 
concourse for judgment, and other business ; so that^the 
laying them there was to expose them to public view, that 
every one might know there was none of Ahab's posterity 
left to reign over them. \ • 

Ver. 9. And it came to pass in the morning, that he went 
out, and stood, and said to all the peopled] Who were there 
gathered together, gazing upon this amazing sight. 

Ye be righteous.] Be not troubled ; for none of you are 
to blame in all this. 

Behold, I conspired against my master, and slew him ; but 
who slew all these.?] If any were guilty, he acknowledges it 
was himself. But since they had slain so many, why should 
he be to blame for slaying one? since lie had authority 
from God for what he did. 

. Ver. 10. Know t now, that there shall fall unto the earth 
nothing of the word of the Lord, which the Lord spake con- 
cerning the house of Ahab.] In these words he throws all 
the guilt from off himself ; being only God's instrument to 
punish the house of Ahab, as he had foretold by Elijah. 
And therefore he resolved to proceed, till he had utterly 
extirpated all that depended on him. 

For the Lord hath done.] "As if he had said, This is not 
my doing, but the Lord's : whose command I obey. 

That which he spake by his servant Elijah.] He mentions 
what he denounced, rather than what Elisha commanded, 
(ix. 8.) because the words of Elijah were publicly known; 
whereas Elisha's were spoken in private, and not by him- 
self, but by one of the sons of the prophets," (ix. 7 — 9.) 

Ver. 11. So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of 
Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men.~\ Whom he had 
advanced to great offices, or dignities. 
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And his kinsfolks.] All that had any relation to him. 
And his priests.*] Who had served him in his idolatrous 
worship, and confirmed him in it. 

Until he left him none remaining.] In that place : but 
there wero still some left in Samaria, (ver. 17.) 

Ver. 12, And he arose and departed, and came to Sa- 
maria.] Having finished his work in Jezrcel, he went to 
prosecute it in the chief city of the .kingdom ; which most 
needed reformation. 

And as he was at the shearing-house in the way J] In the 
Hebrew the words are, in the house of the shepherds' binding. 
For they bound the feet of their sheep when they sheared 
them; and this was the placo vrhcto the shepherds of Sa- 
maria were wont to do it;« - . f 

Ver. 13. Jehu met With the brethren ofAhazidh king of 
Judah, and said, Who are ye ? And they answered, We are 
the brethren of Ahaziah, and we are going to salute the chil- 
dren of the king, and the children of the queen.] That is, the 
children of Joram, and the children of Jezebel. But the bre- 
threnofAhaziah were carried captive before this, as we read 
2Chron. xxi, 17. therefore by brethren we must understand 
his brother's sons, as it is explained in 2 Chron. xxii, 8. 

Ver. 14. And he said, Take them alive. And they took 
them, and he slew them at the pit of the shearing-house, even 
two-and-fortymen; neither left he any of them;] They were 
allied to'tho family of Ahab by the* mother's side, (viii. 18.) 
and therefore he thought his commission (ix. 8,9.) extended 
thus far; being afraid, also, it is likely, that they might, if 
they lived, be avenged of him for the death of Joram, Aha- 
ziali, Jezebel, and their children, whom they were 'going 
to see. : >~ - 

Ver. 15. And when he was departed thence, he lighted 
vpon Jehoriadab the son ofRechab, coming to meet him.'] A 
very pious and prudent person, as appears by his precepts 
to his sons, in the thirty-fifth of Jeremiah. Who hearing 
what Jehu had done, came, I suppose, to congratulate with 
him his happiness in fulfilling God's commands; and to 
encourage him in his proceedings to destroy idolatry. Sca- 
liger/ indeed, in his Elench, Trihaere's. cap.* 24. against 
Serrarius, endeavours to prove that this Jehonadab was not 
he that gave those precepts to his Sons ; but another in the 
days of Jeremiah : for it is not likely, he thinks, that a man 
addicted to such a quiet life as ho instituted would come 
to meet Jehu ; and therefore this was some military' person 
of great note, who Jehu thought might be serviceable to 
him. Bat this is a weak argument; for why might not Jo- 
nadab, though he loved retirement, come to congratulate 
Jehu's zeal against idolatry, and Jehu be glad of 3uch a 
man's company, whose known piety would gain him greater 
respect than the attendance of ajiy great captain could pro- 
cure him? 

And he saluted him.] Some think that Jehonadab saluted 
Jehu, and spake the words' following. But it seems plain 
to me that they are the >vords of Jehu, who saluted him, as 
soon as he saw him, and inquired of his welfare. 

And said, Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy 
heart ?] The king professed great love to him, and asked 
him if he loved him as sincerely, and approved his actions, 
as he did Jehonadab's institutions. 

And Jehonadab answered, It is.] The expression is double 
in the Hebrew, Yes, yes; to signify a vehement affection. 
Or, as a late learned writer (Gousset, in his Comment. 



Hebr. Lingurc) will have it, the former is spoken by Jeho- 
nadab, who said It is; and' the other by Jehu, who an- 
swered, Is it ? then give me thy hand, &c. 

If it be, give me thine hand.] In token of friendship 
(Gal. ii. <),) and of fidelity : as it was amorkg the Romans, 
it appears by many places in Virgil:forinstance,iEneid.iii. 

" Ipse pater dextram Anchises, baud multa raoratus, 
Dat juveui, atque animum praesenti pignore firmat" 

And he gave him his hand, and he took him up to him into 
his chariot.] Which was a great honour, and a token of 
high esteem, to ride with the king in the same chariot. 

Ver. 16. And he said, Come tuith me, and see my zeal for 
the Lord.] To vindicate. his honour, and fulfil his com- 
mands, .i ' • • 

So they made him ride in his chariot.] He speaks in the 
plural number (they made him J, because the servants, I 
suppose, opened the door, and helped him up in the cha- 
riot, when Jehu gave him his hand. 

Ver. 17. And when he came to Samaria, he slew all tMt 
remained unto Ahab in Sdmaria, till he had destroyed him.] 
Utterly rooted out his family. 

According to the saying of the Lord, which he spake by 
Elijah.] This is mentioned again; both to shew his warrant 
for what he did, and his exactness in fulfilling God's com- 
mand, 

Ver. 18. And Jehu gathered all the people together.] That 
is, all the heads of them, who represented the rest. 

And said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu 
shall serve him much.] His zeal for the Lord exceeded its 
bounds ; for he ought not to have taken any indirect course 
to fulfil his will: as he did in counterfeiting as much zeal 
for Baal, as he professed to Jehonadab he had for the Lord. 
God doth not stand in need of any man's sin to compass 
his ends : but Jehu made bold to dissemble deeply for the 
service of God; in which he cannot be excused. 

Ver. 19, Now therefore call unto me all the prophets of 
Baal, all his servants, and all his priests, let none be want- 
ing.] By servants he doth not* here mean his worshippers; 
but, being joined with prophets and priests, they signified 
some that ministered with the priests in the worship of 
Baal: like the Levites among the people of God, 

For I'have a great. sacrifice to do to Baal.] He might 
possibly mean a sacrifice not of beasts, but of men ; even 
of all the worshippers of Baal ; but he intended they should 
understand him otherwise, and : thereforo these words were 
spoken to deceive. 

Whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not live.] He thought 
that some, who considered what slaughter he had made of 
the family of Ahab (who introduced the worship of Baal, 
whom he pretended more highly t6 honour than Ahab had 
done), might suspect his design; and therefore he terrifies 
them with the fear of death, if they did not come' to this 
great sacrifice. 

But Jehu did it in subtilty, that he might destroy the wor- 
shippers of Baal] By destroying' his prophets, and minis- 
ters, and priests; who being all cut off, his worship would 
fall to the ground. But the next verses extend this fur- 
ther, to all the worshippers of Baal in the whole country. 

Ver. 20. And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn assembly for 
Baal. Arid they proclaimed it.] The last day of the feast of 
tabernacles, the great day of the feast, is called by this 



CHAP. X.] 



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



491 



name of Atzarah; which we translate .a solemn assembly : 
when it was not lawful to do any servile work, but wholly 
attend to the service of God, (Lev. xxiii. 36.) Such a day 
he now caused to be sanctified (as v the word is in the He- 
brew) for the service of Baal. 

Ver. 21. And Jehu sent through all Israel.] To give no- 
tice of this great feast ; and to require every, one, upon pain 
of death, to be present at it. 

And all the worshippers of Baal came, and there tvas not 
a man left that came not. And they came into the house of 
Baal; and the house of Baal tvas full, from one end to an- 
otlter.] If this be meant of the whole number of Baalites 
throughout the kingdom, it seems scarce credible that the 
temple of Baal should be so large as to hold them all. But 
two things are to be considered; first, that this house or 
temple comprehended all the outward courts of it (as it did 
at the temple of Jerusalem), which were very spacious ; 
and secondly, the number of his worshippers was much 
diminished since the death of Ahab: for Jehoram his suc- 
cessor had no great kindness for the worship of Baal, (iii.2.) 
and men are apt to follow ; tho example of their king. Be- 
sides, it is likely, Hazael king of Syria had destroyed many 
of them in his wars with Israel. 

Ver. 22. And he said to him that was over the vestry, 
Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers ofBaaL And 
he brought them forth vestments.] By all the worshippers of 
Baal, are not meant all the people that came to worship him : 
but his ministers and priests, who alone wore vestments of 
a different kind from the rest of the people; and so it was 
among the Jews, and all other nations. 

Ver. 23. And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son ofRechab, 
into the house of Baal, and said unto the worshippers of 
Baal, Search, and look that there be here with you none, of 
the servants of the Lord, but the worshippers of Baal only .] 
He calls those that worshipped the golden calves the ser- 
vants of the Lord: because they worshipped the Lord by 
them, and abhorred the worship of Baal: whose sacrifice 
he pretended to fear might be profaned, if any strangers 
should be present at it. According to the common saying 
among the heathen, Procitl, o procul este profani. 

Ver. 24. And when they went. in to offer sacrifices and 
burnt-offerings^ AVhen they had begun their sacred offices. 

He appointed fourscore men without, and said, Jf any of 
the men whom I have brought into your hands escape, he 
tliat letteth him go,his life shall be for the life of him.'] This 
was but a small number for such an execution. But, it is 
likely, though no more appeared, yet there were others ready 
at hand to support them, if need were, in the undertaking. 
Or rather, these were set at the several gates of the out- 
ward cpurts ; that if any endeavoured to make their escape, 
they might kill them. But the next verse seems to, signify 
there was a greater body of men that went for that purpose 
into the temple. 

Ver, 25. And it came to pass, as soon as they had made 
an end of offering the burnt-offering, that Jehu said to the 
guard, and to the captains.] Of those troops that he had set 
to keep the peace, as he pretended, and prevent all. dis- 
turbance. 

Go in, and slay them, letnojte come forth. And they smote 
them with the edge of the sword; and the guard and the cap* 
tains cast them out.] There is nothing in the Hebrew that 
answers to the word them: nor is it likely that the captains 



and soldiers troubled themselves to. cast their bodies out of 
the temple; where they were rather buried in its ruins. But 
the meaning is, having done this execution, the guard and 
captains rushed out of , the temple in great haste, and im- 
mediately ran to the city of the house of Baal, as it hero 
follows. 

And went to the city of the house of Baal.] That is, a 
place near to Samaria, where Baal had another temple ; 
which gave name to the place : or rather, there were great 
buildings adjoining to the temple of Baal in Samaria, where 
the prophets, and priests, and their, servants lived, called 
a city, because they were so large. 

Ver. 26. And they brought forth the, images out of the 
house of Baal, and burnt them.] They worshipped several 
other lesser gods (whose images they had in this temple), 
together with the supreme god, whom they called Baal; 
as the others were called Baalim. So Servius writes upon 
the first of the Georgics, that veteri ritu, according to an- 
cient custom, after the priests had invoked the special gods, 
to whom the sacrifice was intended, " generaliter omnia 
numina invocabantur," all the gods were invoked, lest any 
of them should think themselves neglected. 

Ver. 27. And they brake down the image of Baal, and 
brake down the house ofBaaL] Demolished his temple, and 
the image of Baal in it: which,was either the sun, or Belus. 

And made it a draught-house unto this day,] It was turned 
into a jakes, as we now speak, a place where men went to 
ease nature; which was the highest "contempt that could 
be put upon it.. 

Ver. 28. TJius Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.] So 
that he was never worshipped more in this country ; but 
they were perfectly, freed from, this sort of idolatry. Which 
must be acknowledged to have been a very great work : 
all the eastern people, and particularly the Syrians and 
Zidonians, and other neighbouring nations, being addicted 
to this worship, and had been so from ancient time ; as 
what I observed before shews, (1 Kings xvi. 31.) from the 
many cities, Woods, mountains, and fountains, which be- 
fore Joshua's time were known by the name of Baal: < and 
there is mention of Baal-shalisha in this book, iv. 42. 

Ver. 29. Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from them, 
to wit, the golden calves that were in Beth-el, and in Dan.] 
Which he still worshipped; being afraid, as his predeces- 
sors were, that if he took them away, as he had done Baal, 
the people would return to the house of David. For which 
reason all the following kings of Israel continued this false 
worship till their captivity ; when these calves were car- 
ried away with them. So they say in Seder Olam Rabba, 
cap. 22. "In the twentieth year of Pekah came Tiglath- 
pilneser, and took away the golden calf that was in Dan, 
and departed;" which they endeavour to prove out of 
2 Chron. xxviii. 20, 21. And a little after, U in the twelfth 
year of Ahaz, the Lord stirred up the spirit of the king of 
Assyria, and he carried away the golden calf in Beth-el, 
and departed: fulfilling what is written, Hosca x. 6." 

Ver. 30. And the Lord said unto Jehu.] By some pro- 
phet; cither Elisha, or the young mail that was sent to 
anoint Jehu; or some other. 

. Because thou hast done well in executing that which is 
right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab 
according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
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fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.] His par- 
tial obedience was not without its reward : which had been 
greater if he had been as zealous in all things as he was in 
this one instance; the following history shews the truth of 
this prediction : the kingdom continuing in his posterity, 
till the days of Zachariah, who was the fourth from Jehu, 
(xv. 8.) and reigned only so long, as to mako good this 
prophecy. 

Ver. 31. But Jehu took no care to tvalk in the laio of the 
Lord God of Israel tvith all his heart: for he departed not 
from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to sin.'] This 
admonition from God (which sufficiently shewed he was 
not well pleased with him) did him nd good ; but policy 
prevailed against religion, and persuaded him to continue 
the old idolatry when ho had destroyed the new. 

Ver. 32. In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short : 
and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel.] He took 
several of their frontier towns, I suppose, and thereby 
opened a way to make great ravages in their country. For 
though. Jehu was a valiant man, yet God did not prosper 
him, because he was not a sincere servant of his. 

Ver. 33. From Jordan eastward, all the land ofGilead, 
the Gadites, the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer 
(which is by the river Arnon), even Gilead and Bashan.] 
This fully explains what was said in theforegoing verse, 
that God cut them short. For Hazael took mi their country 
beyond Jordan:, the whole kingdom, which the Israelites 
took from Sihon and Og. Thus these countries which the 
Israelites first conquered were the first thatthey lost. 

Ver. 34. Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he 
did, and all his might, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel?] Which was extant in those 
days when this was written; and related his history more 
at large : of which this is a brief abridgment. 

Ver. 35. And Jehu slept with his fathers; and they buried 
him in Samaria: and Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 36. And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel tvas 
twenty arid eight years.] Longer than any of the kings of 
Israel his predecessors. 



CHAP. XI. 

Ver. 1. joLND when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saio 
that her son was dead, she arose, and destroyed all the seed- 
royal.] There were many of them cut off by Jehu, as we 
read in the foregoing chapter; and not a few by others, 
2 Chron. xxi. 4. xxii. 1. but jiow their destruction was 
completed by Athaliah: who, as she was ambitious of 
government, so sho was enraged to sec Ahab's family cut 
off; and therefore resolved to do as much by the house of 
David: and perhaps she was afraid Jehu should come 
and kill her because she was of the house of Ahab; and 
therefore endeavoured to strengthen herself by getting into 
the throne, which she could not compass without the de- 
struction of the royal family. For she was a tvicked ivoman, 
as she is elsewhere called, and had played the harlot with 
another man, by whom >he had children; as the Jewish 
doctors gather from 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. 

Ver. 2. But Jehosheba thq daughter of king Joram.] Not by 
Athaliah, but by another wife. For Athaliah would not have 
suffered her daughter to £>c niarried to the high-priest, nor 
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would he (in all likelihood) have married the daughter of 

such a woman. 

. Sister of Ahaziah.] By tho father's side. 

Took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from 
the king's sons that were slain.] Some think that he was 
thrown among them, and thought to be dead ; but she 
snatched him away, and brought him to life : or, as P. Mar- 
tyr understands it, his nurse threw him among the slain on 
purpose to save his life, and came afterward and stole him 
away. But the plain meaning seems to be, that they being 
all ordered to be slain, she secretly stole him away, and 
preserved him. 

And they hid him.] That is, she and her husband Jehoi- 
ada,' the high-priest, to whom she was married, (2 Chron. 
xxii. 11.) 

And his nurse, in the bedchamber, from Athaliah, so that 
he was not slain.] It appears, by the next verse,, that this 
bedchamber was in the house of the Lord; that is, the tem- 
ple. Which doth not in the Scripture always signify the 
sanctuary ; but, in a larger sense, comprehends all the 
courts belonging to it. So Kimchi observes, that the whole 
mountain of the house is called the house of the Lord. And 
this chamber here spoken of was in the outward court of 
all, called, by Josephus, irpurov Upbv, the first holy place. 
For in the inner court nobody lay, nor might any woman 
come into it. (See L'Empcreur, upon Codex Middoth. 
cap. 2. sect. 3.) 

Ver. 3. And he was with her in the house of the Lord six 
years.] The ministers of God were so true to Jehoiada, that 
he lay thus long undiscovered. 

And Athaliah did reign over the land.] "Not dejnre (as** 
the lawyers spake), but de facto. For if we may tielieve 
the Jews, it was not lawful for a M'oman to reign over them. 
So Maimonides, in the treatise Melachim: " They do not 
place a woman on the throne," because it is said, Deut. 
xvii. 15. If thou wilt set a king over thee, and not a queen. 
" And so in all the prefectures in Israel, they place none 
but men/' She being therefore an usurper, it may seem 
strange she held the. throne so long as six years, against the 
constitution of the kingdom. But, in after-ages, there is an 
example of one that held it longer. For Alexandra,- the 
widow of Jannasus, after the death of her husband, pos- 
sessed herself of the throne, and reigned nine years, as Jo- 
sephus relates, lib. xiii. Antiq. cap. 24. (See Schickard, 
in his Mischpat Hammclech, cap*. 2. Thcor. 3.) 

Ver. 4. And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched.] 
Jehoiada was not a mere private man, but a person of great 
authority in the kingdom, who, knowing Athaliah was an 
usurper, and that he had the right heir to the kingdom in 
his possession (which if he had not, his omu wife had a 
better right than Athaliah), thought he had sufficient war- 
rant to dethrone her, and set up him that had the undoubted 
title to the crown. Which he did when he was seven years 
old ; because then he grew so big, that he could not well be 
longer concealed ; and it was fit also be should be educated 
in a royal manner ; which he could not be while he lay hid. 

The rulers over hundreds.] The names of five of them 
arc set down in 2 Chron. xxiii. L who were all, some think; 
of the tribe of Levi. For they of that tribe were the per- 
sons principally employed in this undertaking, as appears 
by the sequel. But we learn from that place in the Chro- 
nicles, ver. "2, that whosoever they were, they went about 
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all Judah, and gathered not only the Levites, but the chief 
of the fathers of Israel. 

With the captains of the guard.'] The chief commanders 
of the soldiery, and those that had been the former king's 
guard : for it is not likely he durst call those who were the 
guard of the present queen. 

And brought them to him into the house of the Lord.} Into 
that part of it where Joash was kept, where Jehoiada dis- 
coursed with them. • * , \ . 

And made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them 
in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the king's son.] 
He discovered to them the true heir of the crown, and they 
entered into a covenant to restore him : which they bound 
with an oath of secrecy. 

Ver. 5. And he commanded them, saying, Tins is the 
thing that ye should do.] These words, and those that fol- 
low, are certainly spoken to the priests and Levites (with 
whom those captains beforementioned were to join), as men 
whom Jehoiada had perfectly under his command, and 
whom he could trust: to whom he gives the following 
orders. 

A third part of you that enter in on the sabbath, shall 
even be keepers of the ivatch of the king's house.] The priests 
and Levites took their turns in their attendance at the tem- 
ple ; and their course was finished in the space of a week. 
Every week a course went out, and another came in. Now 
they who now entered upon their week of attendance (which 
was on the eve of every sabbath) were divided by Jehoiada 
into three parts ; one' of which he here orders to guard 
the king's house : that is, that part of the temple on the 
north where he lodged, and was now educated. • 

Ver. 6. And a third part shall be at the gate ofSur.] 
That is, the east gate of the temple, towards the city ; which 
was the principal (and, at the first, the only) entrance into 
the house of the Lord. This is called the gate of the founda- 
tion, 2 Chron. xxiii. 5. (and by five other names, if we may 
believe the Talmudists), where another part were ordered 
to guard it. Abarbinel thinks this eastern gate was called 
Sur, being as much as to say, go back; because no unclean 
person durst enter into this gate: and the gate of the 
foundation, because it was, as he speaks, the gate of the 
first sanctuary. 

And a third part at the gate behind the guard.] The other 
third part he set at the south gate, which looked towards 
the royal palace ; and through which Athaliah was wont to 
come, and therefore had a guard near this place. Behind 
which these Levites were -placed by Jehoiada, to observe 
their motions. 

So shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be not 
broken down.] They were to* take special care, that the 
house of the Lord was not any way profaned ; suffering 
none to come nearer to it than they ought : and particularly 
watching those out of the palace, that they did not defile 
it. So De Dieu thinks the word massach (which we trans- 
late be not broken down) ought to be understood, being as 
much as be massach, by pulling away those that shall dare 
to pollute the holy place, and would come in to hurt the 
king. Or, as other learned men have interpreted it; they 
were to keep the watch of the house at the breach: which 
the wicked sons of Athaliah (which she had by another 
man) had made, as wc read 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. Dr. Lightfoot 
thinks, that, besides these three parts for the design which 
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Jehoiada intended, there were three more (six in all) for 
the ordinary service pf the temple. For he would not have 
that neglected, while he took care of the affairs of the king- 
dom. (See his book of the Temple, chap. 20.) 
: Ver. 7. And tivo parts of all you that go forth on the sab- 
bath.] It is well known, that David divided the priests into 
twenty-four courses, to attend the service of the temple in, 
theirturns: everyone ofwhich courses ministered their week 
from sabbath to sabbath. So Josephus saith expressly, 
he ordained each should minister eight days, a™ Sa/3j3arov 
€7rt 2aj3j3aroy, from one sabbath to another, (lib. viii. Antiq. 
cap. 2.) For that course which went out did not depart, 
till the sabbath was over; and that which came in entered, 
when it began ; as the learned Mr. Whiston in his lato 
Chronology expounds the words of Josephus, p. 156. < y . 

Even they shall keep the ivatch of the house of the Lord 
about the king.] He adds two parts of those wHo had finished 
their course, and went off to go home into the country, 
whom he would have to stay at Jerusalem, and assist the 
rest beforenamed ; especially in strengthening that part of 
the temple that lay towards the palace ; or rather to be the 
king's guard, when he came out of his lodgings (where he 
was at present) into the court of the Lord's house. 

Ver. 8. And ye shall compass the king round about, every 
man with his iveapons in his hand : and he that cometh within 
the ranges, he shall be slain.] By the ranges is to be under- 
stood, if not the ranks of men that stood about the moun- 
tain of the house of the Lord,;the ranks of trees that grew^ 
on either* side of the causey, or the rails that were set on 
either side of it, for the stay and safety of those that passed 
upon it. (See Dr. Lightfoot in the same place.) 

And be ye with the king as hegoeth out, and as he cometh 
t7i.] When.he went out to walk, or do any other thing; and 
when he returned to his apartment. 

Ver. 9. And the captains of the hundreds did according to 
all that Jehoiada commanded: and thpj took evemj man his 
men that were to come in on the sabbath, with those that s 
should go out on the sabbath, and caine to Jehoiada the priest.] 
To shew they were all disposed according to his order.* 

Ver. 10. And to the captains of the hundreds did the priest 
give king David's spears and shields, that were in the house of 
the Lord.] They did not come armed into the temple, lest 
they should give any suspicion; but Johoiada furnished 
them with such weapons as the temple afforded; particu- 
larly with the spears and shields, which king David had 
used, and dedicated after all his wars as monuments of 
God's goodness to him; and perhaps several spears and 
shields of great men, which he had taken as spoils in 
his wars. 

Ver. 11. And the guard stood, every man with his weapon 
in his hand, round about the king, from the right corner of the 
temple to the left corner of the temple, along by the altar and 
the temple.] The guard within the court mentioned ver. 7. 
stood from the south part of the temple towards the palace, 
to the north part of it, where the king lay hid, about the 
great altar of burnt-offering (which was at the east gate) 
and the sanctuary ; and then the king was brought forth, 
and placed below the altar, that all might see him. 

Ver. 12. And he brought out the king's son, and put the 
crown upon him, and gave him the testimony, and they 
made him king, and anointed him.] Having produced Joash, 
he put the crown on his head (which I suppose was kept* in 

3 S 

Microsoft® 



494 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. XI. 



tho sanctuary), and then put the book of the law into his 
hand, according to Deut. xvii. 18, 10. which is called the 
testimony, because God therein testified what he would 
have the king and them all do. And thereupon he declared 
him to be king of Israel, and then anointed him: which it 
was not necessary to do (and therefore he is said to be 
made king before it was done), being the son of a king, had 
not Athaliah disturbed the succession, and pretended to 
the kingdom. Therefore, to settle all things, he was anointed 
as Solomon and Jehu were. But there is a doubt what is 
meant by eduth, which we translate testimony; supposing 
it comes from the root, which signifies to testify. But there 
are those, particularly Forsterus, Avenarius, and others of 
greater note, who derive it from the Hebrew word adah, 
which signifies to clothe, put on, 'and adorn; and so take 
eduth for some royal ornament, which was a maVk of kingly 
dignity: and that, it is probable, might bo a bracelet which 
Jehoiada put upon the young king, together with the crown. 
This conjecture is countenanced by what we read of the 
Amalekite, who brought the bracelet on Saul's arm to Da- 
vid, as well as the crown that was on his head. (Seo For- 
tunatus Scacchus Myrothec. iii. cap. 41.) 

And they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king !] 
The guards and the people (as the next verse explains it) 
testified their joy by clapping their hands and shouting, as 
they did at king's Solomon's coronation, (1 Kings i.34. 39/) 
For clapping of hands was a token of joy, as appears by 
many places, (Psal. xlvii. 1. Isa.lv. 12.) 

Ver. 13. And ivhen Athaliah heard the noise of the guards, 
and of the people.'] Who were now assembled to sec their 
king. * . 

She came to the people into the temple of the Lord.] Into 
the outward court where they were met together. And she 
seems in a great fright to have come alone, or but few at- 
tendants with her. 

Ver. 14. And when she looked, behold, the king stood by 
a pillar, as the manner was.] Some of the Jews, and many 
great men among Christian writers, understand by this 
pillar the brazen scaffold which Solomon erected at the 
dedication of the temple, (2 Chron. vi. 13.) But the plain- 
est meaning seems to me, that he stood by the post of the 
east gate in the inner court, where the station of the king 
was. Which Vitringa hath made probable, in his Syna- 
goga Vet. p. 31, &c. where he observes, that the king 
alone entered at the east gate on the sabbath and the new 
moons; but on the other days at the south or north gate, 
where the people entered; which: he gathers from Ezek. 
xlvi. 1, 2. lie stood, I suppose, only to be better seen 
by the people; otherwise sitting was a posture of au- 
thority. 

Ahd the princes, and the trumpeters by the king; and all 
the people of the land rejoiced, and blew tvith trumpets.] 
This made her soon apprehend the danger she was in, as it 
here follows. For the people, when they saw their young 
king, expressed their joy, it is likely, in some such accla- 
mations as the people of Rome made at the inauguration 
of Claudius, '* Claudi Auguste, Principem te, aut qualis 
tu es semper Octavianus, te respublica.requirebat, tu fra- 
ter, tn pater, tu amicus, tu bonus senator, tu vero prin- 
ceps," as Trebcl. Pollio relates in his life. For though 
Joash had done nothing praiseworthy, being but a child; 
yet they rejoiced in the felicity which they promised them- 
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solves in his reign, under the government of such a man as 
Jehoiada. 

And Athaliah rent Iter clothes, and cried, Treason, trea- 
son!] Adding, as Josephus relates, Take^that boy and kill 
him; meaning Joash, in whose behalf this conspiracy, as 
sha called it, was made against her. But she spake like a 
distracted woman, there being nobody on her side to exe- 
cute any of her commands. 

Ver. 15. And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains 
of hundreds, and the officers of the host, and said unto them, 
Have her forth without the ranges.] Through which they had 
suffered her to come, being a queen, contrary to the order, 
ver. 8. 

And him that followeth her kill with the sword.] If any 
body appeared to abet and rescue her, he commanded him 
to be slain. 

For the priest liad said, Let her not be slain in the house 
of the Lord.] From whence they 'dragged her, until they 
had brought her down to the bottom of the causey, and 
there they slew her. 

Ver. 16. And they laid hands on her; and she tvent by the 
way by the which the horses came into the king's house: and 
there she was slain.] Tlxat is, saith the same author (chap. 
5. sect. 2. of the Temple), they got her out of the mountain 
of the house, and brought her down the causey; and 'when 
she came near the horse-gate, through which the horses 
went up out of tho stables of Millo, when the king had oc- 
casion for them, there they slew her. 

By the which the horses came into the king's house.] There 
was another horse-gate in the main wall of the city, (Jer. 
xxxi. 39.) but that was distinct from this; which was pe- 
culiar to the king's horses: and therefore a distinctive cha- 
racter is set upon it, that it was the horse-gate towards the 
king's house, (2 Chron. xxiii. 15.) So it should be rendered, 
rather than by the king's house: for neither of these gates 
was near his house, but at a distance from it; and wc may 
call this gate here spoken of, the back-way to the king's 
house at the stable-gate. 

Ver. 17. And Jehoiada made a covenant between the 
Lord and the king and the people, that they should be the 
Lord's people.] He first takes care about religion, and en- 
gaged them in a solemn covenant to root out idolatry, and 
to restore the true worship of God, and continue in it. 

Between the king also and the people.] That they should 
be his obedient subjects, and he should govern them by the 
law. This was directly agreeable to the apostolic precept, 
u Fear God, and hononr the king." 

Ver. 18. And all the people of the land tvent to the house 
of Baal, and brake it down; his altars and his images brake 
they in pieces thoroughly.] Accordingly they began imme- 
diately to make good their covenant, in destroying the 
worship of Baal: which had been introduced among the 
people of Judah by'^Jehoram, (viii.18.) and was continued 
by Ahaziah, (ver. 27.) 

And slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altar.] To 
which it is possible he fled, as a place of refuge; or they 
dragged him hither to make him a victim to his god. 

And the priest appointed officers over the house of the 
Lord.] Levites to keep the door, lest any one who was un- 
clean should enter into it. (Sec more, 2 Chron. xxiii. 
18, 19.) 

Ver. 19. And he took the rulers over hundreds, and the 
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captains of the guards, and the people of the land.'] Brought 
them out of the temple, that they might conduct the king to 
his palace, as it here follows. 

And they brought down the king from the house of the 
Lord, and came by the way of the gate of the guard to' the 
king's house.'] By that gate of the king's palace, where a 
guard was to be kept for his safety. 

And he sat on the throne of the kings.] Which was the 
accomplishment of his inauguration. 

Ver. 20. And all the people of the land rejoiced.] Ap- 
plauding what Jehoiada had done. 

And the city ivas in quiet.] Nobody appeared in defence 
of Athaliah. 

And they slew Athaliah with the sword beside the king's 
house.] Not far from it: the people having so little kind- 
ness for her, that they suffered her to be slain without any 
opposition. In the Chronicles, indeed, the words are, the 
city was in quiet after that they had slain Athaliah, (2 
Chron. xxii. 21.)' Which may import there was some 
bustle before, when she was apprehended; but after her 
death there was no stir: nor do we read they were so much 
concerned for her as to bury her. 

Ver. 21. Seven years old was Jehoash when he began to 
reign.] Being so very young, he was very unfit for so 
weighty a charge; but he was under the direction of so ex- 
cellent a counsellor, that while Jehoiada lived, all things 
went well, and the nation was very happy, as we read in 
the next chapter. But that good man beingdead, he was 
seduced by some greatmen about him to idolatry: (2 Chron. 
xxiv. 17, &c.) which shews him to have been a weak 
prince, who wanted judgment in things of greatest moment. 



CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. AN the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash began to reign; 
and forty years reigned he in Jerusalem : mid his mother's 
name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. 

Ver. 2. And Jehoash did that which ivas right in the sight 
of the Lord all his days wherein Jehoiada the priest in- 
structed him.] This history shews of whatadvantageitis to 
have good instructors and counsellors about'a king. For 
Jehoiada preserved Joash in good ways while he lived: 
but when he was dead, Joash changed his manners, and was 
persuaded by the flatteries of some of his courtiers to fall 
into idolatry ; and he killed the son of this pious Jehoiada, 
who reproved him for it, (2 Chron. xxiv. 17. 21.) 

. Ver. 3. But the high places were not taken away: the people 
still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places.] These 
private altars (on which they sacrificed to the true God), I 
observed before > were not removed by the best of their 
kings till the reign of Hezekiah. And this king was too 
young, and his authority too weak (though he had Jehoiada 
to assist him), to attempt to break such along-continued 
custom, especially when some of the princes in their hearts 
were idolaters. 

Ver. 4. And Jehoash said unto the priests.] The house of 
God being suffered to run to decay, in the time of Atha- 
liah and her son; Joash, in gratitude to God, who had 
preserved him there, resolved to have it repaired; and, in 
order to it, commanded what money should be set apart 
for that purpose. M . . ~ • 
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All. the money of the dedicated things that is brought 
into the house ofthe'Lord.] That had been, or.should here- 
after be brought and dedicated to the service of God and 
of the temple. 

Even the money of every one that passeth the account. ~] 
This and the following money he commanded 'the priests 
and Levites to go through the kingdom, and gather it. for 
the repair of the temple, as we are told, 2 Chron. xxiv. 5. 
They were not to expect till the people should bring it in, 
but go and gather it, every man of his acquaintance, where 
he ktiew'itto be due. And so the foregoing words are to 
be translated, not that is brought, but to be brought into the 
house of the Lord. Which money arose three .ways ;. the 
first is here mentioned, the money of every one that passeth 
(for the words the account are not in the Hebrew), which 
some understand of the offering which pious people of 
other nations made, who came to worship at Jerusalem: 
(1* Kings viii. 41.). or rather, of those who were come to 
twenty years of age, and being past that, were to pay half 
a shekel. This had been much neglected in the time -of 
Athaliah (as the Jewish doctors think), but now being care- 
fully gathered, there was enough to maintain the daily sa- 
crifice (which was supported out of this money), and' to 
carry on also the reparation of the temple. Though Abar- 
binel thinks it was wholly applied to the reparation ; and 
the people voluntarily offered for the maintaining of the 
daily morning and evening sacrifice. 

TJie money that eveiy man is set at.] This was the secoad 
way: by the money that every man who had vowed him- 
self to God, was to pay, by the estimation that the priest 
should make for his redemption ; according to that law, 
Lev. xx viii. 2, 3. For so the words are here in the He- 
brew, the money of a man whose taxation is the money of 
his soul: that is, who is taxed such a sum of money, 
whereby his soul might be freed from the vow wherewith 
he had bound himself. For till this money was paid, his 
life was not his own, but God's. 

And all the money that conieth into any man's heart to 
brhig into the house of the Lord.] This was the third sort 
of money for the reparation of the temple; thatwhich any 
man would give freely for that service which they were to 
receive of them. 

Ver. 5. Let the priests take it to them, every man of his 
acquaintance, and let them repair the breaches of the house, 
wheresoever any. breach shall be found.] This money, thus 
collected, he entrusted with the priests, and commanded 
them to see it employed to the use for which it was given. 

Ver. G. And it ivas so, that in the three~and-twentieth 
year of king Jehoash, the priests had not repaired the 
breaches of the house.] They were both dilatory and care- 
less in. gathering the money, (2 Chron. xxiv. 5.) and did 
not bring in what they had gathered to begin the work. 
Whereupon the king revoked his former order, and en- 
trusted other men (as it here follows). with this work. Thus 
aro things seldom done well, that are committed to the 
care of many. 

Ver. 7. Tlien king Jehoash called . Jehoiada the priest, 
and the other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye 
not the breaches of the hotise? Noiv therefore receive no 
more money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the 
breaches of the house.]. He ordered two things; first, that 
they should gather no more money of the people; and sc* 
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condly, that they should not havo the caro of seeing the 
temple repaired; but pay what had been gathered into 
other hands. 

Ver. 8. And the priests consented to receive no more 
money of the people, neither to repair the breaches of the 
house.] They submitted to tho king's new orders, and 
wholly committed the business to those whom he thought 
fit to employ. 

Ver. 9. But Jehoiada the priest took a chest.] By the 
king's order, (2 Chron. xxiv. 8.) 

* And bored a hole in the lid of it, arid set it beside the 
altar, on the right side as one cometh into the house of the 
Lord.] On tho right side of the gate that went into the court 
of the priests: not far from the altar which was within the 
court, as appears from 2 Chron. xxiv. 8. Dr. Lightfoot 
thinks these two texts do not relate to the same time. For 
at the first the chest was set in the very court of the priests 
near to the altar, as it is here said in this place : so that 
the money still passed through the priests' fingers; who 
took it of the people and put it into the chest which was 
in their court, where the people could not come at it/ But 
the money not coming in so fast as was expected this way; 
he removed the chest, or made another, and set it without 
the court, at the entrance of it, where every one might have 
access unto it. And he proclaimed through all the country 
they should bring in their money thither : which came in 
so plentifully, that there was enough for the repair of the 
house, and for other uses also. 

And the priests that kept the door put therein all the 
money brought into the house of the Lord.] There was a 
.proclamation made, that all the people should bring in 
their half-shekel, which Moses commanded every one of 
such an age to pay : and they brought it to the priests who 
stood at the door that let into their court, and saw them 
put it into the chest, (2 Chron. xxiv. 9.) 

Ver. 10. And it was so, when they saw there was much 
money in the chest, that the king's scribe and the high-priest 
came up, and they put tip in bags, and told the money that 
ivas found in the house of the Lord.] The high-priest would 
have a witness of his actions, lest he should be suspected 
of any fraud, as perhaps others had been; and would not 
open the chest without the assistance of the king's secre- 
tary of state ; nor would he open it in the temple, but had 
.it brought by the Levites into the king's office ; and there 
the secretary and the high-priest, or any officer of his, 
emptied the chest, and told the money, and then put it up 
in bags, which it is likely they sealed ^ and then they sent 
the chest into its place again. This they did every day, as 
we read 2 Chron. xxiv. 11. 

Ver. 11. And they gave the money, being told, into the 
hands of them that did the work, and had the oversight of 
the house of the Lord.] These bags of money were delivered 
(by the king and Jehoiada, 2 Chron. xxiv. 12.) not to the 
priests, whom the king had found tardy, and perhaps faulty, 
in converting the money to their own uses ; but to some 
select persons, who had this peculiar business committed 
to them, to see the reparation, and to employ good work- 
men, and to pay them their wages. 

And they laid it out to the carpenters and builders that 
wrought upon the house of the Lord.] To buy materials for 
the work, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 12. And to masons, and hewers of stone, and to buy 
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timber and hewed stone to repair the breaches of the house 
of the Lord, and for all that was laid out for the house to 
repair it.] For all other things, of what kind soever they 
were, which they found necessary for the reparation. 

Ver. 13. Howbeit, there were not made for the house of 
the Lord bowls of silver, snuffers, basons, trumpets, any 
vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the money that teas 
brought into the house of the Lord.] Though these were 
wanting, yet the money was limited to the reparations of 
the house ; and the king ordered that no vessel of any sort 
should be bought for the temple, till the temple itself was 
put into a good condition. So the LXX. render it, there 
shall none be made for the house any vessels, 8cc. (that is, he 
commanded there should be none made), but all given to 
the forenamed workmen, as long as there needed any re- 
parations. So it follows in the next verse. 

. Ver.14. But they gave that to the workmen, and repaired 
therewith the house of the Lord.] The masons and carpen- 
ters, and such-like workmen, had all the money, to be laid 
out according- to their discretion, upon the reparation of 
the temple alone, till: the work was finished. And then 
they gave an account of what * money remained in their 
hands, and that was laid out to purchase such vessels as 
are before mentioned, for the service of the temple, (2 
Chron. xxiv. 14.) « 

Ver. 15.* Moreover, they reckoned not with the men into 
whose Iiands they delivered the money to be. bestowed on 
workmen; for they dealt faithfully .] They were so confi- 
dent 'of the honesty of the overseers, that they took no ac- 
count of the money they had paid the workmen ; who were 
also men of such clear reputation, that what they laid out 
was not questioned. This was a rare example of fidelity 
in managing the public money ; and there was one man in 
Greece, Aristidcs, who was so trusty in the opinion of all 
the people. 

Ver. 16. Tlie trespass-money arid the sin-money was not 
brought into the house of the Lord: it was the priests' .] 
This money was not applied to the aforesaid use ; but put 
into the hands of the priests, that sacrifices for trespasses 
and sins might be offered for those that gave it. 

Ver. 17. Then Hazael king of Syria went tip and fought 
against Gath, and took it.] This was a city of the Philis- 
tines, but taken by king David, and added to the dominions 
of Israel, (2 Sam. viii. 1. 1 Chron. xviii. 1.) and now taken 
from them by Hazael. 

And Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.] Having 
made himself master of this place, he plainly declared, by 
the disposition of his affairs, that he intended to make an 
attempt upon Jerusalem.* This fell out after Jehoash had 
forsaken God, and fallen to idolatry ; as appears by the 
book of the Chronicles ; where a much different relation is 
made of the expedition of the Syrians. Insomuch that 
Abarbinel thinks (which is approved by several Christian 
writers) there were two expeditions. In the first of which 
Hazael came up in person against them, as is here related ; 
but they, purchased peace of him : and then in the end of 
the year, after they had killed Zachariah, the war was re- 
newed ; though Hazael did not come himself, but sent a 
small army, which' they were not able to oppose, which 
destroyed a great many of the people, and sent great spoils 
to Damascus, (2 Chron. xxiv. 23. 25.) 

Ver. 18. And Jehoash king ofJudah took all the hallowed 
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things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fa- 
thers, kings ofJudah, had dedicated, and his own hallowed 
things, and all the gold that was found in the house of the Lord,' 
and in the king's house, and sent it to Hazaelking of Syria; 
and he ivent away from Jerusalem.] The preservation of his 
kingdom, he thought, warranted this ; but he had brought 
these dangers upon himself by his apostacy from God. 

Ver. 19. And the rest of the acts ofJoash, and all that he 
did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings ofJudah ? 

Ver. 20. And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, 
and sletv Joash in the house of Millo, which goeth down to 
Silla.] The Syrians had left him labouring under great 
diseases at this place called Millo: where his servants 
slew him in his bed, as we read 2 Chron. xxiv. 25. There 
was another place called Millo, hard by the king's palace 
at Jerusalem : therefore/to distinguish this from that, this is 
called Millo that goeth down to Silla ; as Abarbinel thinks. 

Ver. 21. For Jozachar the son of Shimeath.] He was 
called by another name also, viz. Zabad. 

AndJehozabad the son of Shomer.] This was his father's 
name, it is likely, and his mother was called Shimrith, 
who was a Moabitess; as Shimeath was an Ammonitess, 
(2 Chron. xxiv. 26.) 

His servants, smote him, and he died.] They were friends 
of Jehoiada (as Josephus thinks), who took this revenge 
upon Joash, for the death of Zachariah the son of Je- 
hoiada, as is expressly noted, 2 Chron. xxiv. 25. 

And they buried him with his fathers in the city of David.] 
But not in the sepulchre of the kings, (2 Chron. xxiv. 25.) 
For though they did him so much honour as to bury him 
in the royal city, yet not all the honour that was usual; 
because he had forsaken God, and slain one of his 
prophets. 

And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead.] His servants 
did not kill him, with an intention to usurp the kingdom : 
but only to revenge the blood of Zachariah. For they suf- 
fered his son to succeed Joash peaceably, who slew those 
that had slain his father, (2 Chron. xxv. 3.) 



CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. 1. J.N the three-and-twentieth year of Joash the son 
of Ahaziah king ofJudah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to 
reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years.] 
Some have raised a doubt about this account, because 
Joash began to reign in the seventh year of Jehu, (xii. 2.) 
who reigned but twenty-eight years; (x. 36.) from whence 
if seven years be deducted, there remains no more than 
one-and-twenty, not three-and-twenty years, as is here said. 
To which Kimchi and Abarbinel answer, There were two 
incomplete years : for when it is said Joash reigned in the 
seventh year of Jehu, it must be understood of the begin- 
ning of his seventh year ; and in like manner, when he 
speaks here of the three-and-twentieth year of Joash, it 
must be understood of the beginning of the same year. 
And so they are called three-and-twenty, when they were 
but one-and-twenty perfect years. But it is better to say 
(as my worthy friend Dr. Alix thinks) that there was an 
interregnum of a year between the death of Jehu and the 
first of Jehoahaz. 



Ver. 2. And he did that which teas evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam, who made Israel 
to sin; he departed not therefrom.] Was not reclaimed by 
the severe punishments God inflicted on him. , J 1 

Ver. 3. .And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Israel; arid he delivered them into the hand ofHazael king 
of Syria, and Beii-hadad the son ofHazael, all their days.] 
The word their is not in the Hebrew; so that it may be 
translated all Ms days, as it is explained ver. 22. .< 

Ver. 4. And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord 
hearkened unto him.] Not for his sake, but for the sake of 
the pious ancestors of this people, with whom he had made 
a covenant of great mercy to be shewed to their posterity; 
which in their great distress he now afforded them. (See 
ver. 23.) 

For he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of 
Syria oppressed them.] Intending their utter ruin, which 
God would not yet permit, but bear longer with them. 

Ver. 5. (And God gave Israel a saviour, so, that they 
went out from under the hand of the Syrians.] Some under- 
stand by this saviour, an extraordinary captain, whom God 
raised up to fight their battles with great success. t But it 
being said, that while Hazael lived he oppressed them, 
(ver. 22.) it is more reasonable to understand by this 
saviour, the son of Jehoahaz; who, when Hazael was dead, 
delivered them from their bondage, (ver. 25.) And, per- 
haps, he did this in his father's lifetime, who made him 
joint sovereign with himself. 

And the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as afore- 
time.] They lived quietly and securely, not only in their 
fortified towns, but in the villages and the fields. 

Ver. 6. Nevertheless, they departed not from the sins of 
the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel to sin, but walked 
therein.] Neither their miseries, nor God's mercies to them, 
made any alteration in them; but they continued in those 
sins which had ruined the house of Jeroboam, and many 
of his successors. 

And there remained the grove also in Samaria).] We read 
of a grove which Ahab planted in honour of Baal, 1 Kings 
xvi. 33. But his worship being utterly destroyed by Jehu, 
I cannot but think that he cut down that grove : and there- 
fore the grove here mentioned had in it the image of some 
other god. 

Ver. 7. Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but 
fifty horsemen, and ten chariots.] With the men belonging 
to them. 

And ten thousand footmen.] This explains what he means 
by the people in the foregoing words ; not all the people of 
Israel, but the soldiers, or men of war ; of which there were 
no more left than this small number. 

For the king of Syria had destroyed them.] God left them 
in his hand to make this destruction among them, killing 
some, and carrying others captive. 

And had made them like the dust by thrashing.] By per- 
petual wars and captivities; which made very great de- 
populations, t 

Ver. 8. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that 
he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel?] The judgments of God 
upon him were the most remarkable, because he was a man 
of might: and was so far from being able to stand before 
the Syrians, that they beat him to dust. 
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Vcr. 9. And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in Samaria, aiul Joash his son reigned in his 
stead.] Called in the next verse Jchoash. 

Ver. 10. In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of 
Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over 
Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.] A difficulty 
seems to arise, by comparing this verso with the first: 
where it is said, Jehoahaz king of Israel began to reign in 
the twenty-third year of Joash king of. Judah, and reigned 
seventeen years : from whence it follows, that Jehoash be- 
gan to reign not in the thirty-seventh, but in the thirty- 
ninth, or fortieth year of Joash king of Judah. But this 
only shews the truth of what I said upon ver. 5. that he 
reigned with his father three years : after God was so gra- 
cious as to raise up a deliverer to them ; who was this son 
of liis, by whom peace was restorod to them. This we 
note in the margin, he reigned in concert with his father, 
(xiv.l.) 

Ver. 11. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord; he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam 
the son ofNebat, who made Israel to sin: but he walked 
therein. 

Ver. 12. And the rest' of "the acts of Joash, and all that 
he did, and his might wherewith he fought against Amaziah 
king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel?) They were all recorded 
in the book so often mentioned; (see 1 Kings xi. 41.) and 
his fight with Amaziah is particularly related, and set 
down at large, in 2 Chron. xxvl 17, 18, &c. 
* Ver. 13. And Joash slept with his fathers, and Jeroboam 
sat upon his throne.'] From whence some of the Jewish 
doctors gather, that he reigned with his father at least one 
year; though Abarbinel denies it, but without reason. 

And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Is- 
rael.] He doth not here conclude this history of Joash; for 
he afterward relates great things done by him. But being 
to speak of the death of Elisha, upon which those things 
depended, he interposes that before he proceeds further to 
relate his acts. 

Ver. 14. Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness where- 
of he died.] This was in the tenth year of Joash, as they 
say in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 19. and from thence 
gather how long Elisha continued a prophet in" Israel, viz. 
from the nineteenth year of Jehoshaphat till this time ; 
which was sixty-five years. 

And Joash the king of Israel came down nnto him, and 
wept over his face.] This was no sign of his hearty affection 
to him (for he would not hearken to his word),* but he be- 
wailed himself, and his people, who were in danger shortly 
to lose so great a defender. 

And said, My father, my father, the chariot .of Israel, 
and the horsemen thereof!] They are the words of Elisha 
concerning Elijah, when he was taken up to heaven, 
(ii. 12.) signifying the great authority he had maintained 
among them (which is included in the word father), and 
that by his counsel and prayers they had obtained glorious 
victories over their enemies. 

Ver. 15. And Elisha said unto him, Take boio and ar- 
rows: and he took unto him bow and'arrows.] - This* was to 
represent the wars he was to have with the Syrians. 

Ver. 1G. And he said to the king of Israel, Putthy hand 
upon the bow; and he put his hand upon it : and Elisha 



put his hands upon the king's hinds.] This was to represent 
that they were not to trust in their arms, and their valour; 
but in God alone, who would give them the victory. 

Vcr. 17. And he said, Open the window eastward. And 
he opened it.] Part of Syria lay cast or north-east from 
Judca: and the Syrians also had possessed themselves of 
all the land of Israol eastward; (x. 33.) from whence he 
signified, by what follows, Joash should expel them* 

Tlien Elisha said, SJioot : and he shot. And he.said, The 
arroiv of the Lord's deliverance, the arrow of deliverance 
from Syria.] A sign the Lord would wound the Syrians by 
the arms of the Israelites, and give, them a. glorious deli- 
verance from their tyranny. 

For thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek.] In the terri- 
tories belonging to it, (of which, see 1 Sam. iv. 1. xxix. 1.) 
The Syrians had taken Gath; and Aphck, I take it, was 
not far from it: so that it was as much as to say, they 
should drive them out of the country ; as it follows. 

Till thou hast destroyed them.] Not all the. people of 
Syria, but all their forces wherewith they infested Israel. 

Vcr! 18. And he said, Take the arrows: and he took 
them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the 
ground: and he smote thrice, and stayed.] That which he 
represented before by the shooting of anairow, he repre- 
sents again by smiting upon the giround with the arrows ; 
viz. victory over the Syrians; whom he shohld overthrow 
and cast down to the ground in battle. . t 

Vcr. 19. And the man of God was tvroth with him, and 
said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times, then 
shouldest thou have smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed 
them: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.] By 
the former sign the king of Israel might have understood 
that this was intended to signify the same tiling; and I 
suppose the prophet spake so, as to give him to under- 
stand he would have him smite a good many times. And 
he was angry at his sloth and unbelief, which made him 
stop at the third stroke; for if he had done it oftcner, he 
should have utterly disabled them. He had before repre- 
sented great victories which he should obtain ; but not till 
now, how often he should overcome; which he was ad- 
monished by God to let him know by this sign. And it is 
probable the prophet himself did not know, till he saw 
how often he smote on the ground. 

Vcr. 20. And Elisha died, and they buried him: and the 
bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of 
the year.] Which was the usual time when people went 
out to war, as I have shewn upon 2 Sam. xi.«l..(sec 
there) ; but whether it was the next spring after his death, 
or some years after, is doubted: but the words seem 
plainly to import it was the next spring. 

Ver. 21. And it came to pass, as they were burying a 
man.] Carrying him to his grave. 

Tliey. spied a band of men.] A party of the Moabites, 
who were coming towards the place where they wcro to lay 
the corpse. 

And they cast him into the sepidchre of Elisha.] Which 
■being near to the place where they then were, they rolled 
away the stono, and laid the body by Elisha's; for fear,if 
they proceeded to the sepulchre prepared for this man, they 
should fall into the hands of the. Moabites. 

And when the man was let down, and touched the bones of 
Elisha.] From hence some conclude, that this invasion of 
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the Moabites was some years after Elisha's death ; when 
his flesh was consumed, and only his bones remained. 

TJiat he revived, and stood upon his feet.] By which 
miracle God did the highest honour to his prophet, and 
confirmed both the truth of what he had promised the king, 
and the belief of a future life. For this was something 
more than he had done in Elisha's lifetime, when he could 
not without many prayers, and stretching himself with 
great application upon the body of the child, raise it to 
life again; whereas now, upon touching of his dead body 
only, God restored a man, in an instant, to perfect health; 
for he stood upon his feet, and, it is likely, walked home 
with those that brought him to be buried. It is a poor 
conceit of Abarbinel and others, that he was a wicked 
man, whom God rather would raise to life again, than 
suffer his dead body to rest by such a holy person as 
Elisha. It had been enough, if this had been the reason, 
to have thrown this dead body out of .Elisha's sepulchre, 
and let it lie upon the ground. 

Ver. 22. But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all 
the days of Jehoahaz.] None of these things which Elisha 
promised were accomplished while Hazael lived; but after 
his death, Joash the son of Jehoahaz (as it here follows) 
vanquished Ben-hadad the son of Hazael.' 

Ver. 23. And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had 
compassion upon them, and respect unto them, because of his 
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. ~\ For whose sake 
he spared them, and would not let the oppression of the 
Syrians continue so long as to ruin them. 

And would not destroy them, neither cast he them out of 
his presence as yet.] But allowed them a longer space for 
repentance. 

Ver. 24. So Hazael king of Syria died, and Ben-hadad 
his son reigned in his stead.] The name of Ben-hadad had 
for a long time been common to the kings of Syria, and 
now was renewed in another family. 

Ver. 25. And Joash the son of Jehoahaz took again, out of 
the hand of Ben-hadad the soji of Hazael, the cities which he 
had taken oat of the hand of Jehoahaz Jus father by war.] 
He took all the country on the other side of Jordan in the 
days of Jehu ; (x. 33.) besides which he made further con- 
quests on this side Jordan, in the days of Jehoahaz: whe- 
ther Jehoash recovered all is not certain; but what. his 
father lost, it is here said he regained. 

Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities 
of Israel.] It is not recorded where these three battles were 
fought; but the success of them was so great, that he re- 
took all that his father had lost. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. JLNtlie second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz 
king of Israel, reigned Amaziah the son of Joash king of 
Judah.] This was, as Dr. Lightfoot observes, the thirty- 
eighth year of his father Joash king of Judah ; three years 
current before his death. For his father had thrown him- 
self into such a miserable condition by his apostacy, and 
his murder of Zachariah, (xii. 17, 18.) that he was become 
unfit to manage the kingdom. (Sco Harm, of the Evang. 
Proleg. cap. G.) 
Ver. 2. lie was twenty-five years old when he began to 



reign, and reigned twenty-nine. years in Jerusalem: andhis 
mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.] Joash king of 
Israel reigned" sixteen yiears,.(xiii. 10.) therefore Amaziah 
reigned fourteen years while, he ilived, and after his death 
fifteen years ; which make twenty-nine. * (See ver. 17.) 

Ver. 3. And he did.that which was right. in the sight of 
the Lord, yet not like David his father: he did in all things 
according as Joash his father did.] For both of them in the 
beginning of their reigns did very well; but both in their 
latter end fell into idolatry. Both of them also, as Abar- 
binel observes, contemned God's prophets, who spake to 
them in the name of the Lord. 

Ver. 4. Howbeit the high places were not taken, away; 
for yet the people did sacrifice and burn incense on the high 
places^ Even in the best part of his reign, before he fell to 
idolatry, this licence continued, which had been long prac- 
tised against the law of God. In this he imitated his 
father, (xii. 3.). 

. Ver. 5. And it came to pass, when the kingdom was con- 
firmed in 7iis hand, that he slew his servants which had slain 
the king his father.'] He durst not venture upon this piece 
of justice presently, till he was well settled in his authority, 
and had divested those of all power who were the friends 
of those murderers. Who seem to have continued still at 
court, for they are called Ms servants. 

Ver. 6. But the children of the murderers slew he not : 
according to that which is written in the book of the law of 
Moses, wherein the Lord commanded, saying, Tlie father? 
shall not be put to death for the children, nor the children 
for the fathers; but every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin.] In this he acted like a good man, and was not 
moved to cut off the children, contrary to law, for fear they 
should make a faction against him, and take revenge for 
their father's death. 

Ver. 7. He slew of EdomJ] He alone, and the men of 
Judah, made the following slaughter: having, at the com- 
mand of a prophet; abandoned the help of the Israelites, 
though he had purchased it with a great sum of money ; 
(2 Chron. xxv. 7—10.) the Edomites had revolted from 
Judah in the days of Joram, (viii. 10.) and now Amaziah 
endeavours to reduce them. 

In the valley of Salt.] A place mentioned 2 Sam. viii: 13. 
where see what I have observed concerning the reason of 
this name. 

Ten thoiisand.] And he took as many captives.. (See 
2 Chron. xxv. 12.) 

And. he took Selah by war.] The metropolis of Arabia 
Fetraea; which took its name from hence: for Selah is the 
same with the word Petra, a rock; upon which the city 
stood. From this rock he seems to have thrown down the 
ten thousand whom he took alive, and broke in pieces, as 
is said in the forenamed place, 2 Chron. xxv'. 12. Hagar 
signifies the same, as Bochartus observes, by which name 
the Arabians called it; from the rocky mountain which hung 
over this place, which St. Paul calls by the Arabic name 
Hagar. 

And called the name of it Joktheelunto this day.] Which 
name; imports, obedience of God, or to God: because, hav- 
ing taken it/ he settled, as some imagine, the laws and sta- 
tutes of Moses in this place; or rather, he acknowledged, 
by giving it this name, that the possession of this place was 
a reward of his obedience to the man of God, who required 
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him to dismiss all the forces he had hired of the Israelites, 
(2 Chron. xxv. 10.) 

Ver. 8. Then Amaziah king of Judah sent a messenger to 
Jehoash, king of Israel, saying, Come, let lis look one an- 
other in the face.] Being flushed with his great victory over 
' the Edomites, and incensed by the damages the Israelites 
had done him, (2 Chron. xxv. 13.) he sent this challenge to 
the king of Israel, saying, Let us set our armies in battle- 
array one against the other, and tTy our'strength. Which 
some think he did only to try their military skill and prowess; 
not to revenge injuries, or get his own again. Which, if he 
had intended, he would have assaulted the Israelites on a 
sudden; and not given them such a fair warning to stand 
upon their defence. But it is more probable, that, being 
encouraged, as I said, by his late victory, he resolved to 
be revenged for the slaughter of his ancestors by Jehu, 
(chap, ix.) and for the late.spoil the Israelites had made in 
his country ; (2 Chron. xxv. 10. 13.) but he resolved to havo 
satisfaction in a fair and honourable way,* and not by sur- 
prise. And the words maybe thus understood : Either give 
me satisfaction, or let us try it out in a battle. It is probable, 
also, he might think of conquering the kingdom of Israel, 
if he did not satisfy him, and bring it back to the house of 
David : for so Jehoash understood him, as Josephus thinks, 
and the sequel shews. 

Ver. 9. And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king 
ofJudah, saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the 
cedar that was in Lebanon.] He compares himself to a ce- 
dar, and Amaziah to a thistle ; which is a poor shrub, not 
worthy of that name; but having drawn blood on some 
poor traveller, and sorely afflicted him (as Amaziah had 
done the Edomites), grew very proud, and would be no 
longer one of the shrubs, but equal to the most goodly trees. 
Saying, Give me thy daughter to my son to wife.] Make 
an affinity with me, and let us be one kingdom. So some 
understand it, that Jehoash thought he would have him 
join his great kingdom, which was ten tribes, unto his poor 
one of two tribes; that, being united, there should be but 
one king over them all; and they should try their fortune 
in a pitched battle, which of them two should be the king. 
But this seems to be too much strained. He only inti- 
mates, that if he should desire a friendly alliance with him, 
he despised it as below him, as much as a thistle is below 
a cedar. 

And- there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, 
and trod down the thistle.] This represents how easily his 
soldiers (who are compared to wild beasts) would repress 
his insolence. 

Ver. 10. Thou hast indeed smitten the Edomites, and thine 
heart hath lifted thee up.] This hath made thee proud. 

Glory iu this, and tarry at home.] Be content with the 
honour thou hast won, and be quiet. 

For why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt; that thou 
sihouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee?] He admo- 
nishes him to desist from this needless prQvoca^ion of his 
neighbours; which might end in his ruin. 

Ver. 11. But Amaziah would not hearken: therefore 

Jehoash king of Israel went up, and he and Amaziah looked 

one another in the face.] Encountered one another in a fight. 

At Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah.] See I §am. 

vi. 12. 

Ver. 12. And Judah was put to the worse before Israel, 



and they fled every man to their tents.] So their houses were 
called, from their having no other habitations for a long 
time in the wilderness; and in Canaan many continued in 
such dwellings. Josephus saith, the people of Judah did 
not strike a stroke; but being possessed with a panic fear, 
when they saw a formidable army set in battle-array 
against them, ran away. 

Ver. 13. And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah king of 
Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-she- 
mesh.] I suppose his ancestors are mentioned to shew that 
this was the greater disgrace to him ; being descended from 
a race of kings, which Jehoash was not. 

And came to Jerusalem.'] Bringing Amaziah with him ; 
and letting the inhabitants know (as Josephus saith) that 
he would slay him before their eyes, if they did not imme- 
diately open their gates unto him; which was accord- 
ingly done. 

And broke down the wall of Jerusalem, from the gate of 
Ephraim unto the corner gate, four hundred cubits.] That 
the city might lie open to his invasion, if they should break 
the conditions he imposed upon them. 

Ver. 14. And he took all the gold and silver, and all tlie 
vessels that were found in the house of the Lord, and in the 
treasures of the .king's house, arid hostages.] The sons, I 
suppose, of the principal persons of the city, for a security 
that they would be quiet, and give him no disturbance. 

And returned to Samaria.] For he had enough to do to 
defend himself from the Syrians; and therefore did not in- 
tend a conquest of the kingdom of Judah, nor set a gar- 
rison in Jerusalem : but contented himself with the spoil of 
it ; and perhaps made them tributaries to him. This was a 
heavy punishment upon Amaziah for going after other 
gods, (2 Chron. xxv. 20.) 

Ver. 15. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash ivhich he did, 
and his might, and how he fought with Amaziah king of 
Judah, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Israel?] There were many other things which 
happened in this war, as Abarbinel observes, besides these 
here compeudiously related; for which he refers to a re- 
cord which was very well known in those days, but now 
is lost. 

Ver. 16. And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel, and Jeroboam 
his son reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 17. And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah, 
lived after the death of Jehoash, the son ofJehoahaz king of 
Israel, fifteen years.] But in no great credit with his peo- 
ple; for Rasi thinks he lived most of his time in Lachish, 
whither he was forced to fly (as it follows), by reason of a 
conspiracy against him in Jerusalem. 

Ver. 18. And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they 
not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah?] He mentions nothing of his might which he shewed; 
being a weak prince, who lost the reputation of his country. 
Ver. 19. Now they made a conspiracy against him in 
Jerusalem.] Their city having been exposed to reproach by 
the 'great breach made in their wall, and spoiled of its best 
ornaments, and some of their children carried away as 
hostages for their good behaviour, he became very odious 
to the great men qf the city; all this being brought upon 
them by his pride, and rashness, and apostacy from God, 
(xxv. 27.) . \ 
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And he fled to Lac/ash.] The conspiracy, it seems, grew 
so strong, that he could not resist it; but was forced to 
seek for safety by flight, in a fortified city upon the bor- 
ders of the Philistines. , 

But they sent after him to Lachish, and sleio him there.'] 
They sent to have him privately murdered (as Josephus 
reports it), which some undertook and effected. . 

Ver. 20. And they brought him on horses.'] In a chariot. 

And they buried him in Jerusalem with his fathers in the 
city of David.] They did him some honour when he was 
dead, though they hated him when he was alive. 

Ver. 21. And all the people of Judah took Azariah.] 
Called Uzziah in the next chapter, ver. 30. and in 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 1. Both signify the same thing; one being as much 
as the help of God, the other the strength of God. 

(Which teas sixteen years old), and made him king in- 
stead of his father Amaziah.] But this was twelve years 
after Amaziah *s death: for he was made king in the twenty- 
seventh year of Jeroboam, (see upon xv. 1.) who began 
to reign in the fifteenth of Amaziah, e (ver. 23.) 

Ver. 22. He built Elath.] Repaired it. 

And restored it to Judah.~] It was a city belonging to 
Edom, (Deut. ii. 8. 2 Chron. viii. 17.) which king David, 
I suppose, took when he conquered this country; but in 
the days of Joram the Edomites revolted, and recovered 
Elath. 

After that the king slept with his fathers] It is a«proba- 
ble opinion of Abarbinel, that the king his father, after the 
great slaughter of the Edomites, mentioned in the foregoing 
chapter, took this place ; but did not annex it to the king- 
dom of Judah, by reason of his succeeding troubles. 
Which Azariah did, by building a wall about it, and forti- 
fying it; whereby he secured the possession of it. 

Ver. 23. In the fifteenth year of Amaziah king of Judah, 
Jeroboam the son ofJoash king of Israel began to reign 
in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years.] Which was 
much longer than any of the kings of Israel : Jehu himself, 
the first of his family, reigning but twenty-eight years, 
which was longer than any before him/as I observed, 
x. 36. 

Ver. 24. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord: he departed not from all the dns of Jeroboam the son 
ofNebat, who made Israel to sin J] As he had the name, so 
he trod in the steps of him who first corrupted Israel with 
idolatry. 

Ver. 25. He restored the coast of Israel, from the ente?ing 
ofUamath to the sea of the plain.] As Joash his father had 
restored many cities which Ben-hadad had taken; so Jero- 
boam restored a large territory which other kings had 
taken from them; viz. all the country from Libanus on the 
north, to the lake Asphaltites on the south. 

According to the word of the Lord God of Israel, ivhich 
he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son ofAmit- 
tai, the prophet, which tacts of Gath-hepher.] The prophet 
Jonah encouraged them to this war, promising them suc- 
cess in it. Whose words are not here set down ; but this 
place shews that God was very merciful to them, though a 
very wicked people, still in continuing prophets among 
them, when Elisha was dead. And this prophet, the Jews 
fancy, was the son of the woman of Sarepta, whom Elijah 
raised from the dead. For which I cannot find they have 
any ground, but this poor conceit, that he is called the son 

vol, n. 



otAmittai, i. e. of truth, say they: because his mother said 
to the prophet, when he restored her son to her, Now I 
know the word ofGodindhy mouth is truth, (1 Kings xvii. 
24.) But this is fully confuted from this single observation, 
that he is said to be of Gath-hepher, which was far from 
Sarepta, towards Tiberias in the tribe of Zebulun, as St. 
Jerome tells us. 

Ver. 2G. For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it 
tvas very bitter.] He shewed them this favour, not for any 
goodness -that was in them; but in compassion to their 
misery, which was greater than could be expressed. 

For there was not any shut tip, 'nor any left.] • Men of 
all sorts were destroyed : or, as some interpret it, they had 
lost all they had in their houses, and all that was in the 
field. But see of this phrase, 1 Kings xiv. 10. xxi. 21^ 

Nor any helper for Israel] None to relieve, much less to 
deliver them. 

Ver. 27. And the Lord said not that he would blot out the 
name of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the 
hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.] But since the Lbrd had 
not yet decreed to root them out of their own land; there- 
fore he saved them, even by this wicked prince, for the 
present, from their enemies ; who would otherwise have 
jnade an utter end of them. 

Ver. 28. Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that 
he did, and his might, how he warred, andhow he recovered 
Damascus, and Hamath,which belonged to Judah, for Israel, 
&c] Or rather, by Israel, as Abarbinel expounds it; by the 
hand or power of Israel they were restored. For when 
David fought against the Syrians, and brought them in sub- 
jection to him, he put garrisons into Damascus and Ha- 
math, (2 Sam. viii. 6, &c.) Which the Syrians afterward 
recovered when they rebelled against Judah : but Jero- 
boam possessed himself of them again, and by his valour 
made them as subject to Israel as they had been to Judah. 

Ver. 21). And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with 
the kings of Israel ; and Zachariah his son reigned in his 
stead.] He was the third king of Israel of Jehu's race, and 
so might be said to sleep with his fathers of Israel. 



CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. J[N the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of 
Israel, began Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to 
reign,] Here is a great difficulty, in the solving of which 
interpreters much vary: for Amaziah the father of Azariah 
lived but fifteen years after the beginning of Jeroboam's 
reign; (xiv. 17.) therefore Azariah began his reign, not 
in the twenty-seventh, but in the beginning of the seven- 
teenth of Jeroboam. Some think Jeroboam reigned with 
his father eleven years: others, that there was an inter- 
regnum: that is, the throne was vacant eleven, or rather 
twelve years, between the death of Amaziah and the 
inauguration of Azariah. Dr. Lightfoot makes no doubt 
of the truth of this : that Azariah being but sixteen years 
old in the seven-and- twentieth of Jeroboam, he was 
but four years old at his father's death ; and the throne 
being empty for eleven, or twelve years, the government 
was managed by some of the grandees in his minority. 
But Ralbag will have these twenty-seven years of Jero- 
boam not to be those which were past, but those which 
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were to come; and the meaning is, Azariah was made king 
when Jeroboam had yet twenty-seven years to reign; be- 
fore tho family of Jehu came to an end. For after this 
Jeroboam reigned twenty-six years, and his son sixmonths; 
which make twenty-seven imperfect years. This Abar- 
hinel thinks is the literal sense: but the othet is more 
agreeable to the constant account of the reigns of other 
kings. (See Mr. Whiston,'in his lato View of tho Chrono- 
logy ofthe Old Testament, p. 91.) 

Vcr. 2. Sixteeyi years old teas he when he began to reign, 
and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his mother's 
name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.'] In which time, which 
was longer than any king of Judah or Israel reigned, he did 
many great things; which are recorded in 2 Chron. xxvi. 
from ver. 5. to 16. 

Ver. 3. And he did that tvhich was right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that Amaziah his father had 
done.] He governed well in the former part of his reign, 
and was prospered by God; (2 Chron. xxvi. 5.) but of- 
fended in the latter end of it, as Amaziah his father had done. 
' Ver. 4. Save that the high places were not removed: the 
2>eoplc sacrificed and offered incense still on the high places.] 
Which was a common error (as I have often observed) 
which continued through the reign of the best of their kings, 
till the time of Hezekiah." 

Ver. 5. And the Lord smote the king, so that he was a 
leper to the day of his death, and he dwelt in a several house.] 
The cause of this stroke is related at large in 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 16, &c. And by a several house the Jews understand 
a house in the country, which was domus libera: w r herc he 
might have liberty to take his pleasure, but not to meddle 
with public affairs. 

And Jotham the king*s son ivas over the house, judging the 
people ofthe land.] Over the king's house, as it is in 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 23. That is, he lived in the palace, and managed all 
the affairs of the court, and ofthe kingdom. This was in 
the seven-and-twentieth year of Azariah, when he was smote 
with the leprosy (as Rasi makes account), and he con- 
tinued a leper twenty-five years, during which time Jotham 
toolc upon him the administration of the government, his 
father being incapable of it. 

Ver. 6. And the rest ofthe acts of Azariah, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book ofthe Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah ? 

Ver. 7. So Azariah slept with his fathers ; and they 
buried him with his fathers in the city of David; and Jotham 
his son reigned in his stead.] He was not buried in the very 
city of David, but in the field ofthe burial tvhich belonged 
to the kings, (2 Chron. xxvi. 23.) In which field, it is pro- 
bable, the sepulchre of the kings was : wherein they would 
not bury Azariah, because he was a leper; but yet very 
near to the sepulchre, where his ancestors lay interred. 

Ver. 8. In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Ju- 
dah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over. Israel in 
Samaria six months.] Some are confident the throne was 
vacant two-and-twenty years between the death of Jero- 
boam and the inauguration of his son; either through wars 
from abroad (which Jeroboam might have provoked against 
his house, by the conquest of Hamath and Damascus), or 
through war at home, which appears, they think, from this 
disastrous end of Zachariah, ver. 10. (See Dr. Lightfoot, 
in his Prolegomena to his Harmony of the Evangelists, 



sect. 6.) But there are few that follow this opinion, though 
one most learned in these, as well as other things (Dr. 
Alix), thinks there was an interregnum of twenty-four 
years. If there be any difficulty in this account, most think 
it is sufficiently solved, by saying, that it was the thirty- 
eighth year, from the time that Azariah began to reign with 
his father. 

Ver. 9. And he did that which was evil in the sight oftlie 
Lord, as his fathers had done: he departed not from the 
sins of Jeroboam the son ofNebat, who made Israel to sin.] 
Therefore God cuthim off speedily; the time approaching, 
when he intended to put an end to the kingdom of Israel. 

Ver. 10. And Shallum the sonofJabesh conspired against 
him, and smote him before the people, and slew him, and 
reigned in his stead.] It is uncertain who this Shallum was, 
Or what was the pretence of his conspiracy, and of his pos- 
sessing himself of the throne ; but it is pretty plain, I think; 
that he laid his treason privately and secret, (ver. 15.) and 
then made an open assault upon the king's person in the 
face of all the people. 

Ver. 11. And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, 
they are written in the book ofthe Chronicles ofthe kings 
of Israel.] We read of nothing that he did ; therefore the 
meaning is, that his behaviour in the six months' time 
wherein he reigned, how he managed things, and provoked 
this conspiracy, are recorded elsewhere : the author of this 
book intending only to give a brief account of the remain- 
ing kings of Israel. 

Ver. 12. Tliis was the word ofthe Lord which he spake to 
Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel, unto 
the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.] How un- 
faithful soever they proved to God, he faithfully kept his 
promise which he made to Jehu: whose sons Jehoahaz, 
Jehoash, Jeroboam, and Zachariah, succeeded him in the 
throne of Israel. But this Shallum put an end to that fa- 
mily, and fulfilled the prophecy of Hosea, i. 4. " I will avenge 
the bloodof Jezreelupon the house of John, and will cause 
to cease the kingdom of thehouse of Israel." For though Jehu 
had a command from God to destroy the house of Ahab, 
yet he did it with such ill affections, and for such wrong 
ends, that God avenged that blood by this man, who slew 
Zachariah, and the rest of his posterity, if there were any : 
at least, he made the kingdom to cease in this family, and 
not long after in all Israel ; who were rooted out, and never 
restored to their country, as Judah was. 
* Ver. 13. Shallum the son ofJabesh began to reign in the 
nine-and-thirticth year of Uzziah, king of Judah ; and he 
reigned a full month in Samaria.] We are not told how he 
reigned, but it is likely he followed the steps of Jeroboam, 
who made Israel to sin. 

Ver. 14. For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tir- 
zah, and came to Samaria, and smote Shallum, the son of 
Jabesh, in Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in his stead.] 
Josephus thinks Menahem was general of the army of Is- 
rael, which besieged Tirzahfwhen Zachariah was slain: 
and he hearing what Shallum had done, came and served 
him in his kind, and made himself king. 

Ver. 15. And the rest ofthe acts of Shallum, and the con- 
spiracy which he made, behold, they are tvritten in the book 
ofthe Chronicles of the kings of Israel] A larger account 
was given of his conspiracy, and the occasion of it, and 
his success in it, in that book ; where some other memora- 
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ble acts, which it seems he did in a month's time, were 
recorded. 

Ver. 16. Tlien Mendhem smote Tiphsah, and the coasts 
thereof from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, there- 
fore he smote it.] Some take this Tiphsah to be the same 
with that mentioned in 1 Kings iv. 24. But that lay upon 
the river Euphrates, whereas this was near to Tirzah; 
which was once the royal city of Israel: to the siege of 
which Josepbus thinks Menahem returned after the slaugh- 
ter of Shallum ; not as general of the host, but as their king: 
but they knowing he had no title to the kingdom, would 
not open their gates to him. Therefore he took it by force, 
and spoiled it, and all the territory about it, until he came 
to Tiphsah, which he used more cruelly. 

And all the women therein that icere with child he ripped 
up.] By which barbarity he thought to terrify the whole 
kingdom, that none might dare to withstand him. 

Ver. 17. In the thirty-ninth year ofAzariah, king ofJu- 
dah, began Menahem the son of Gadi to reign over Israel, 
and reigned ten years in Samaria.] He seems to have 
reigned with such fury, that none durst oppose him ; but 
he possessed the throne ten years before God cut him off. 

Ver. 18. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord: he departed not all his days from the sins of Jero- 
boam the soil of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

Ver. 19. And Pul the king of Assyria came against the 
land.] That is, the land of Israel. He was governor of Ba- 
bylon, who, together with Arbaccs the Mede, slew Sardana- 
pulus, the last of the Assyrian kings, and translated the em- 
pire to the Chaldeans. For he Teigned over Babylon and 
Nineveh, and Arbaces over the Medcs and Persians. He 
was the first king of Assyria that invaded Israel, and be- 
gan their transportation out of their own country; as Abar- 
binel gathers from 1 Chron. v. 26. And this is the first 
time that we find any mention of the kingdom of Assyria, 
since the days of Nimrod, who erected a small kingdom 
here, (Gen. x. 11.) And they were no gTeat people, one 
would think, when the seventy-second psalm was penned, 
where they arc reckoned as auxiliaries to the children of 
Lot, against the Israelites, together with other small nations ; 
but now they had a great and powerful empire. 

And Menahem gave Pnl a thousand talents of silver, that 
his hand might be with him, to confirm the kingdom in his 
hand.] By this great present he not only turned away the 
army of Pul from him, but purchased his friendship; so 
that he helped to establish his authority. Which was very 
tottering, by reason he was not only an usurper, but had 
exercised extreme great cruelty upon his people, which no 
doubt made him extremely hated, (ver. 10.) 

Ver. 20. And Menahem exacted the money of Israel, even 
of all the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty shekels of 
silver, to give to the king of Assyria.] By this means, J sup- 
pose, he thought to. ingratiate himself with the common 
people; upon whom he laid no tax, but charged only the 
rich, according to the proportion of their wealth. For the 
Hebrew words do not import that he made every rich man 
in Israel pay fifty sbckcls; but that he gave to the king of 
Assyria so many shekels for every man, that is, for every 
one in his army. So they run exactly, to give to the king of 
Assyria fifty shekels of silver for each man. 

So the king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there 
in the land.] At that time he departed ; but it is likely ho af- 



terward returned, in the reign of Pckah, and made the de- 
portation beforcmentioned. 

. Ver. 21. And the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Israel? 

Ver. 22. And Menahem slept with his fathers, and Peka- 
hiah his son reigned in his stead.] This shews him to have 
been a mighty man, that, notwithstanding his violence and 
cruelty, he left the kingdom in his family: which the two 
foregoing kings could not do. But it is evident, there was 
an interregnum of a year between the reign of Menahem 
and Pekahiah: for Pekahiah did not begin his reign till the 
fiftieth year ofAzariah (as it here follows), and Menahem 
died the year before ; for he began to reign in the thirty- 
ninth ofAzariah, (ver. 17.) and reigned but ten years. 

Ver. 23. In the fiftieth year ofAzariah king of Judah, 
Pekahiah, the son of Menahem, began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned two years.] His reign was short ; 
both because he himself was wicked, and his father also 
was an usurper. 

Ver. 24. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin.] He was the wicked son of 
a wicked father; and so perished (as it here follows) by 
such a conspiracy as his father made against Shallum. 

Ven25. And Pekah the son of Remaliah, a captain of 
his, conspired against him, and smote him in Samaria, in the 
palace of the king's house, tvith Argob and Arieh.] These 
were' two valiant men, who some think were in the con- 
spiracy with him against Pekahiah. But Abarbinel rather 
thinks they were two eminent courtiers, who were always 
about the king. 

And with him fifty men of the Gileadites.] Who were his 
guards, and, perhaps, assisted him in his treason. 

And he killed him, and reigned in his stead.] He was a 
great commander under Pekahiah; for the Hebrew word 
shalish signifies more than a bare captain. Therefore Jose- 
phus calls him a chiliarch, or an officer over a thousand 
men. And the word carrying in it the notion of three, some 
later writers have therefore thought him to be the third per- 
son in the kingdom, next the king. No question he was 
some considerable person, who had soldiers at his com- 
mand to execute his designs. 

Ver. 20. And the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all 
that he did, behold, they are tcritten in the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

Ver. 27. In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Jit- 
dah, Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel 
in Samaria, and reigned twenty years.] This is the fifth king 
that reigned over Israel during the reign of Azariah king 
of Judah. 

Ver. 28. lie did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 

Ver. 29. In the days of Pekah king of Israel] In the last 
year of his reign, as the Jews say in Seder Olam Rabba. 

Came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria.] He was tho son 
of Pul, and is called by other authors Phul, or Phul-Assur, 
and here Tiglath-Pul-Assur : the former part of this name 
being taken from the river Tigris, which is called by 
the inhabitants Diglito; from whose borders this king 
came. 
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And took Ijon, and Abel-beth-rnaachah.] Two strong 
towns mentioned 1 Kings xv. 20. (Seo there.) 

And Jamah.] A city in the tribe of Ephraim. (Seo Josh. 
xvi. G.) 

And Kedesh, arid Hazor.] Which were in the tribe of 
Naphtali, (Josh, xii.22. xix. 36.) 

Arid Gilead.] Which was on the other side Jordan. 

And Galilee, all the land of Naphtali.] The upper Gali- 
lee ; which was possessed by this tribe, and by Zebulun. 

And carried them captive to Assyria.] This was the se- 
cond deportation of the ten tribes ; the first being made by 
Pul, as I said before, who carried away the two tribes and 
half beyond Jordan ; and this second was made by his son, 
who carried away two other tribes : then, nine years after, 
followed a third, in the days of the next king, (xviii. 9.) 
when the remainder of the ten tribes were carried away 
from their own land. The tribe ofJudah still remained; 
but about eight years after the former, part of that was 
carried away by Sennacherib, when he took all their 
fenced cities; (xviii. 13.) Ayhich, with respect to the whole 
country, the Jews call the fourth deportation. Then a fifth 
followed, (xxiv. 15.) and a sixth; (xxv. 1, &c.) the last 
is mentioned, xxv. 25. Thus they are reckoned up by 
Abarbinel ; and in this second (the Jews say, in Seder Olam 
Rabba), Tiglath-pileser carried away the golden calf which 
was in Dan. But see a more exact account of Judah's 
captivity in Mr. Whiston's learned Chronology of the Old 
Testament, p. 52. 

Ver. 30. And Hoshea the son o/Elah made a conspiracy 
against Pekah the son of Remaliah.] Who Hoshea was, or 
what was the ground of his conspiracy, is not recorded ; 
but we may suppose it to have been because he governed 
ill, and, by his cruel war with Judah, had brought the king 
of Assyria upon his own kingdom, (2 Chron. xxviii. 1G.) 
and thereby lost a great part of it. 

And smote him, and slew him.'] As Pekah had served 
Pekahiah. 

And reigned in his stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham 
Icing ofJadah.] These words create adifiiculty; for it is 
said, ver. 33. that Jotham reigned but sixteen years. Which 
Seder Olam Rabba thus reconciles (for none can think any 
writer whatsoever would so soon contradict himself}, that 
this conspiracy was begun in the latter end of Jotham's 
reign, but not put in execution till four years after his 
death* So that these words are to be understood as if he 
had said, Twenty years after Jotham began' to reign over 
Judah Pekah was slain. Dr. Lightfoot gives another ac- 
count of it; that the wickedness of Ahaz was so great, that 
the holy writer would not mention him on this occasion, 
but rather speaks of his good father, as if he were yet alive, 
in which he follows R. Solomon Jarchi. But this hath no 
show, of truth in it; since so much is said of Ahaz in (he 
following part of this history. A late very learned writer 
(in his Short View of the Chronology of the Old Testa- 
ment, p. 47.) hath given a better, account of it, in these 
words : u Because there had been yet no mention made of 
Ahaz's reign, therefore the old cpocha of his predecessor 
Jotham is still made use of." But the plain truth is, that 
Jotham reigned four years with his father Azariah. 

Ver. 31. And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that 
he did, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles 
of the kings of Israel.] In that book which is now called by 



the name of Chronicles his wf : with Judah is recorded, 
(2 Chron. xxviii.) 

Ver. 32. In the second year of Pekah the son ofRemaliah 
king of Israel, began Jotham the son of Uzziah king ofJu- 
dah to reign.] Why he should be all along called Azariah, 
and here only Uzziah, and ver. 34. no account can be 
given; unless it were to shew he had two names, as I have 
observed, 2 Chron. xxvi.l. And it appears by the book of 
Chronicles, that Uzziah was as much used when that book 
was written as the other. 

Ver. 33. Twenty-five years old was he when he began to 
reign.] Alone by himself; for he reigned some time with 
his father during his leprosy. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his 
Prolegom. to the Harm, of the Evang. sect. G.) 

And he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: and his mo- 
thefs name was Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok.] It is not 
said of what place, as is usual : this Zadok being so well 
known, that there was no need to set down his dwelling. 

Ver. 34. And he did that tvhich was right in the sight of 
the Lord.] OvStutac aperfe a7riXdirero, he wanted no virtue 
belonging to a good prince, as Josephus writes; (lib. ix. An- 
tiq. cap. 11.) being (saith he) " pious towards God, just 
towards men, and studious of the public good." 

He did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.] 
That is, according to all the good he had done; but did not 
imitate him in invading the priests* office. 

Ver. 35. Howbeit, the high places were not removed: the 
people' sacrificed and burnt incense still in the high places. 

He built the higher gate of the house of the Lord.] Which 
was between the house of the king and the house of the 
Lord, (xviii. 20.) It was built by Solomon; but this king 
added a noble structure to it. 

Vcr.3G. Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that 
he did, are theynot written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah?] See 2 Chron. xxvii. 

Ver. 37. (In those days the Lord began to send against 
Judah Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Rcma- 
liah).] These two kings entered into a confederacy against 
Judah, and made preparations for war before Jotham died; 
buthewassohappyas to belaid in his grave in peace; their 
design being not executed until the reign of the next king. 

Ver. 38. And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was bu- 
ried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and 
Ahaz his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. Jn the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Re- 
maliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to 
reign. 

Ver. 2. Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to 
reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.] He was a 
little more than twenty years old. (See upon xviii. 2.) 

And did not tJuit which teas right in the sight of the Lord 
his God, like David his father.] As might have been ex- 
pected from the good education .which, no doubt, so pious 
a man as Jotham his father gave him ; who left him an ex- 
cellent example. 

Ver. 3. But he walked in the tvays of the kings of Israel; 
yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to 
the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out be- 
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fore the children of Israel] He was far worse than any of 
the preceding kings of Israel; for he imitated those abomi- 
nable idolaters whom God rooted out of the land of Ca- 
naan : who it is most certain sometimes burnt their chil- 
dren in the fire, as sacrifices to their gods, (Deut. xii. 31.) 
and the children of Israel it is as certain imitated them, 
(Ezek. xvi. 20, 21.xxxiii.37. 39.) But whether Ahaz did 
that, or only made his son pass through the fire by way 
of lustration (as they called it), cannot be determined. It 
is no argument that he did not offer him as a burnt-sacri- 
fice, because Hezekiah outlived him; for he had more sons, 
it is likely, than him. See, concerning this horrible impiety, 
what I have noted upon Lev. xviii. 21. and upon Deut. 
xviii. 10. 

Ver. 4. And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green tree.] He 
added this to all his other sins (of consecrating his son to 
Moloch by passing him through the fire, if not offering him 
in sacrifice), that he himself sacrificed in high places, and 
on hills, and under every green tree; by his example en- 
couraging this practice, which other kings had only tole- 
rated. So we read, that people sacrificed in high places, 
even in good kings' reigns, xii. 3. xiv. 4. xv. 4, &c. but, as 
they sacrificed to God in those reigns, so we never read till 
now that any of those kings sacrificed there themselves,* as 
this king did ; who not merely suffered this, but gave coun- 
tenance to it by his own practice, and thereby strengthened 
this licence of private sacrificing, contrary to the law of 
God ; and, which was worst of all, sacrificing to other gods : 
it being very probable that he fancied some deity to inha- 
bit under every well-spread flourishing tree. 

Ver. 5. Then Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah son of Re- 
maliah king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to tear: and 
they besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him.] This seems 
not to agree with 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, &c. where these two 
princes are represented as getting great victories over him. 
To which Abarbinel answers, that these things happened at 
different times. " For the wars mentioned in the book of 
Chronicles were made severally by these two kings, where- 
in they prospered; being the ministers of Divine Provi- 
dence. But when now they joined their forces together, 
and not only came against other cities, but against Jerusa- 
lem, God was pleased to make them miscarry. 

Ver. 6. At that time Rezin king of Syria.] When ho 
broke up the siege of Jerusalem, upon intelligence he re- 
ceived that Tiglath-pileser was coming to its relief. 

Restored Elath to Syria.] This was a considerable port 
upon the Red Sea. 

And drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to 
Elath, and dwelt there to this day.] This city had been re- 
covered to the dominion of Judah by Azariah, (xiv. 22.) 
who took it from the Syrians; who now tookit from them 
again, that they might not quite lose the fruit of their expe- 
dition against Jerusalem. 

Ver. 7. So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king 
of Assyria.] There is a learned man of our own, who hath 
lately given another account of the name of Pilescr, than 
that abovementioned, (xv. 29.) For he thinks it is- com- 
pounded of the names of two of their gods; Pilbcing the 
same with Bel, and Azcr or Azar was the name of a planet 
worshipped by the. Persians, viz* Mars: and they much 
affected to have the names of their gods in their own 



names; which was a common thing also among the Jews-: 
for which reason the name of Tiglath was added, which 
was the name of Tigris (as I observed before), which, as 
all great. beneficial rivers, mountains, aud trees, was ac- 
counted sacred among the heathen. (See Dr. Hyde, Histor. 
Relig. Vet. Persar. cap. 3.) .' 

Saying, lam thy servant and thy son: come up, and save 
me out of the hand of the. king of Syria, and out of the hand 
of the king of Israel, which rise up against me.] He not 
only put himself and all he had into his protection; but 
made himself his subject, to hold all he had of him by his 
favour. For that is the meaning of I am thy servant and 
thy. son; that is, he was content to be his vassal, if he 
would be his protector. . ; ; 

Ver. 8. And Ahaz took the silver and the gold that mas 
found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the 
king's house, and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria.] 
These treasures had been sent some years ago by Jehoash 
to the king of Syria; (xii. 18.) but it seems they were well 
replenished again by the piety of his successors, Amaziah, 
Azariah, but especially Jotham. ♦ . 

Ver. 9, And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: 
for the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took 
it.] It is very uncertain when king. Ahaz sent to desire this 
help. Kit was when they were preparing to besiege Je- 
rusalem, it was the effect of his great infidelity; for God 
had been so gracious to him, as to promise by the prophet 
Isaiah that those kings should do him no hurt, (Isa. vii. 4.) 
giving him a sign also to strengthen his faith. Others 
think, it was after the king of Syria and the king of Israel 
had miserably harassed Ahaz's country, though they could 
not take Jerusalem, as we read 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, 6, &c. 
Whensoever it was, the king of Assyria gave a powerful 
diversion to the king of Syria, invading his country, and 
besieging the chief city of it, of which he made himself 
master. * 

And carried the people of it captive to Kir.] A place in 
the country of the upper Media, as Josephus tells us : 
from whence he brought some people to plant in Da- 
mascus. • 

And slew Rezin.] Who was the last of their kings; for 
the Syrians never got up again, as the Jews observe in 
Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 20. Whether, he was legal suc- 
cessor to Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, or an usurper, is 
not certain. 

Ver. 10. And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tig- 
lath-pileser king of Assyria.] To compliment him upon his 
success; and perhaps to do him homage, and to request 
him to do as much against Pekah as he had done against 
Rezin. For some think that after this he went and took all 
those places from Israel which are mentioned in the fore- 
going chapter, ver. 29. And after all he fell upon Judah 
itself, and made great spoil there also, as is suggested in 
2 Chron. xxviii. 20, 21. 

And he saw an altar that was in Damascus.] A beautiful 
altar, both for the matter and form of it. 

And king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of 
the altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the work- 
manship thereof] Not only tho height, and breadth, and 
shape of it; but all the carvings, I suppose, with the figures 
and images wherewith it was adorned. 

Ver* 11. And Urijah the priest built an altar, according 
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to all that king Aliaz had sent from Damascus: so Urijah 
the priest made it against the king came from Damascus.] 
He took care to have it done exactly according to the pat- 
tern; directly contrary to the command of God, who had 
appointed what kind of altar ho would have, (Exod. xxvii. 
1, 2, &c.) and that no other should bo made of any matter 
or figure whatsoever. But there aro always some men to 
be foundj that will comply with the most wicked commands. 

Ver. 12. And when the king was come from Damascus, 
the king saw the altar.] That is, liked it, and approved of 
it, as made perfectly agreeable to his mind. 

And the king approached to the altar, and offered there- 
on.] The morning sacrifice: which ho was so presumptuous, 
perhaps, as to offer himself. But not to God; for we are 
told expressly, 2 Chron. xxviii. 23. that he sacrificed to the 
gods of Damascus. A wonderful blindness! to worship 
those gods, and expect help from them, who could not pre- 
serve their own country from ruin. 

Ver. 13. And he burnt his burnt-offering.] Some under- 
stand it, that he burnt it with spices. 

And his meat-offering, and poured his drink-offering, and 
sprinkled the blood of his peace-offerings, upon the altarJ] 
These were all prescribed by the law of Moses: but he 
offered them in a wrong place, and unto other gods. 

Ver. 14. And he brought also the brazen altar, that was 
before the Lord, from the f ore-front of the house, from be* 
tiveen the altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on the 
north side of the altar.] By these words, it is plain that 
Urijah had little more modesty than Ahaz: for he had 
placed Ahaz's altar behind the altar of the Lord, between 
it and the east gate of the court of the priests. But when 
Ahaz came, he removed Solomon's altar out of its place, 
which was before the sanctuary, and set it towards the 
north side of the court; that he might bring up his own, 
and set it there, where the altar of tbe Lord had stood. (See 
Dr. Lightfoot of the Temple, chap. 34. latter end.) 

Ver. 15. And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, 
saying, Upon the great jxltar.] Which he had now erected 
in the place of God's altar. 

Burn the morning burnt-offering, and the evening meat* 
offering, and the king's burnt-sacrifice, and his meat-offering, 
with the burnt-offering of all the people of the land, and 
their meat-offering, and their drink-offerings, and sprinkle 
Upon it all the blood of the burnt-offering, and all the blood 
of the sacrifice.] He makes a solemn injunction, that all the 
public sacrifices, of what sort soever they were, whether 
made by himself or by the people, should be constantly 
offered upon his altar. Which he calls the great altar, be- 
cause it was much bigger, I suppose, than the altar of God. 

And the brazen altar shall be for me to inquire by.] Ho 
would not have it thought that he intended wholly to lay 
aside the altar made by Solomon: but rather to do it great 
honour, by reserving it for his own private use; when he 
pleased to inquire of God by it. But there being no men- 
tion of the name of the Lord, some think the meaning is no 
more, but that ho would have it stand where he. had set it; 
till he considered what to do with it: and they fancy that 
he made the famous dial of Ahaz with the brass of it. So 
they understand the Hebrew words li lebaker — I will take 
care of it, and order what shall be done with it. And 
therefore, according to this interpretation, he laid it quite 
aside. But the other seems more agreeable to the Hebrew 
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phrase, it shall be to me to inquire, or seek, or pray: a pri- 
vate altar for his proper use: whereby he pretended to 
have still some regard to it, though he had degraded it. 

Ver. 1G. So did Urijah the priest, according to all that 
king Ahaz commanded.] Whatsoever good inclinations he 
had, they were all overruled by the commands of the king, 
with which he entirely complied. 

Ver. 17. And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases.] 
Seol Kings vii. 28, 29. 

And removed the laver from off them; and took down the 
sea from off the brazen oxen that were under it, and put it 
ttpon a pavement of stones.] This was done out of contempt, 
that the sea might not appear so great and stately, nor be 
so useful to the priests, as it was before. For he-intended 
quite to abolish, not only to deface, the service of God at 
the temple. So we read in 2 Chron. xxviii. 24. that he shut 
np the doors of the house of God, that none should wor- 
ship' there. 

Ver. 18. And the covert for the sabbath that they had built 
in the house.] There is a vast variety of opinions concern- 
ing this musach (which wo translate covert), and why it is 
called the covert for the sabbath. The most probable is, 
that it was a covered place, where the king sat in the porch 
of the temple, or at the entrance of it, upon the sabbath, or 
other great solemnities, which were called by that name. 
ThusProcopius Gazaeus: This Ahaz took away, intending 
not to trouble himself to come to the temple ; but to sacri- 
fice any where : in every corner of Jerusalem, and in the 
several cities of Judah, which he would have be thought as 
holy as Jerusalem, (2 Chron. xxviii. 24, 25.) And it is a 
probable conjecture of a very learned man of our own, that 
Ahaz did this to express his hatred and contempt of the 
sabbath: for the worship of idols and violation of the sab- 
bath are frequently joined together in Scripture, especially 
in Ezek. xx. 1G. xxii. 8, 9. xxiv. 37, 38. and in a remark- 
able place in the Maccabees, i. 44. (See Spencer, de Leg. 
Hebraeor. lib. i. cap. 1. 12.) 

And the king's entry without, turned he from the house of 
the Lord.] The passage through which the king came from 
his own house to the temple/ he turned "another way. 

For the king of Assyria.] That he might ingratiate him- 
self with him, by contemning his own country religion, and 
approaching nearer to his. But Procopius takes it the 
quite contrary way ; that he did this for fear of the king of 
Assyria. Which moved him to make a shorter passage 
into the house of the Lord, that he might flee thither in- 
stantly for safety, in case of any danger: which is not 
probable, because he profaned it, and shut up the doors of it 

Ver. 19. Now the rtst of the acts of Ahaz which he did, 
are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? 

Ver. 20. And Ahaz slept xvith his fathers, and was buried 
ivith his fathers in the city of David; and Hezekiah his son 
reigned in his stead. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. .1. JLNihe twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, began 
Hoshea the son ofElah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine 
years.] This doth not agree with xv. 30. where it is said he 
began to reign in the twentieth year of Jotham, which was 
the fourth of Ahaz. To this Ralbag thinks it sufficient to 
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say, that "till the twelfth year of Ahaz he was but a servant 
of the king of Assyria; nor was reputed a king, but only a 
governor under him. And so Abarbinel. And it is no 
improbable conjecture of Dr. Lightfoot's, that Ahaz gave 
him a great deal of trouble, after the death of Pekah, in 
revenue of the slaughters he had made in Judah : so that 
he kept Hoshea out of the throne a great while, and upon 
this account is called the king of Israel, (2 Chron. xxviii. 
19.) as well as because he w r alked in the ways of those 
kings. Our learned chronologer Mr. Winston thinks there 
was an interregnum, for the space of full twelve years, from 
the death of Jeroboam the second. Which he takes to be 
most probable, and almost certain, from those words of 
Hosea, who prophesied in that king's time : " Now (or eTe 
long) they shall say, We have no king, because. we feared 
not the Lord ; what then should a king do to us?" Hos. x. 
3. (See his Short View of the Chronology of the Old Testa- 
ment, p. 48.) 

And he reigned in Samaria over Israel nine years.'] viz. 
After his peaceable possession of the throne : for, from the 
time that he pretended to it, upon the slaughter of Pekah, 
Ire reigned seventeen or eighteen years; viz. twelve in the 
time of Ahaz, wbo reigned sixteen years, and six in the time 
of Hezekiah, (xviii. 10.) 

Ver. 2. And he did (hat which was evil in the sight qf the 
Lord, but not as the kings of Israel that were before him.'] 
For he did not hinder his people from going to w r orship at 
Jerusalem; but, as the Hebrew doctors say, took away 
the guard that Jeroboam set in the passage, to keep men 
from going to the solemn feasts there. And one of the 
golden calves being carried away captive, his devotion, it 
is likely, was not great for the other remaining. And yet, 
notwithstanding, God exterminated Israel in his days ; to 
shew (saith Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 22.) that it was not 
merely for the sake of their kings, upon whom the Israelites 
cast all the blame of theiT depravation, that they were car- 
ried captive. (See ver. 17 — 19, &c.) 

Ver. 3. Against him came tip Shalmaneser king of As- 
syria.] Some take this to be but another name for Tiglath- 
pileser. For which I find no ground, and. rather think 
Shalmaneser was his son, and successor in the kingdom of 
Assyria. 

And Hoshea became his servant, and gave him prese?its.] 
Made himself a tributary to him ; and presented him with 
gifts in token of his subjection to him, and as an earnest of 
his future obedience. 

Ver. 4. And the king of Assy ria found conspiracy in Ho- 
shea: for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and 
brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done 
year by year.] He designed to shake off his yoke, and be 
no longer his subject, as he found by two undeniable evi- 
dences. First, that he had sent to treat with the king of 
Egypt; and denied him the usual tribute, which he was 
bound to pay him every year. St. Jerome calls this king of 
•Egypt Sua, and Joscphus calls him Soan, and the IXX. 
Segor, who is the same with the famous Sabacon, an 
.Ethiopian mentioned by Diodorus Siculus and Herodotus. 
(See Sir J. Marsham, Can. Chron. sect. 16. and our famous 
Usher, in his Annals, vid. A. 3989.) 

Tlierefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in 
prison.] He first besieged Samaria, and when he had taken 
it made him a close prisoner: the history of which follows. 



Ver. 5. Then the king of Assyria went tip throughout all 
theland.] He first possessed himself of the country of Moab 
(as the same great primate observes), that, he might leave 
no enemies at his back ; and destroyed their two chief 
cities, Ar and Kir-hares, according to the prediction of 
Isaiah, xvi. ver. 1. and the last: and then he invaded the 
kingdom of Israel, and possessed himself of it. 

And went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.] 
Josephus rightly observes two expeditions of this king 
against the land of Israel: first, when he made Hoshea 
tributary to him; and now, when he made himself master 
of the whole country, and besieged the capital city, (lib. ix, 
Antiq. cap. 13.) 

Ver. 6. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assy rid 
took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and 
placed them in Halah and in Habor, by the river of Gozan.] 
There is no reason that any should imagine these Israelites 
were carried into Colchis, Iberia, Armenia the less, andth$ 
farthest Scythia, when the Scripturasaith so expressly that 
they were carried into Assyria, and the cities of the Medes ; 
and when the very places are to be found into which they 
are said here to be carried in those countries, viz. Chalac, 
and Chabor, and Gozan : for what was Chalach (as Bor 
chartus observes) but Ptolemy's Chalachena, or the north 
of Assyria? and ChaboTis plainly enough the same with his 
Xafiwpag, a mountain between Media and Assyria. Between 
which mountain and the Caspian Sea there is the city Gau- 
zania, that is Gozan, between the two channels of the river 
Cyrus. 

And in the cities of the Medes.] Whither Tiglath-pilcser 
had carried others of them out of Galilee. 

Ver. 7. For so it was, that the children of Israel had 
sinned against the Lord their God, which had brought them 
up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, and had served other gods.] This they 
had done a long time: for, from the beginning of Jeror 
boam's schism to the carrying Israel captive was two hun- 
dred and sixty-three years. 

Ver. 8. And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom 
God cast out from before the children of Israel.] Of the 
Amorites and other impious people, whom he. expelled 
from the land of Canaan to make room for them. 

And of the kings of Israel, which they hadmade.] viz. The 
golden calves, whose worship the kings of Israel had or- 
dained, to keep them from going up to worship God at' Je- 
rusalem. 

Ver. 9. And the children of Israel did secretly those things 
which were not right against the Lord their God.] Besides 
the public impiety authorized by their kings, they privately 
exercised idolatry, according to their own fancy. 

And they built them high places in all their city.] They 
w r ere not content to worship upon hills and mountains, but 
they raised high places in all cities to offer sacrifice. 
. From the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.] In 
all places, both those that were desert, and those that were 
inhabited ; or both in the country and in the city. For the 
towers of the watchmen are thought to be those little houses . 
which the country people built, wherein to watch their 
flocks and their fruits, and preserve them from wild beasts 
or robbers. * : * 

Ver. 10. And they set them tip images and groves in every 
high hill, and under every green tree.] The Hebrew word 
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Asherim, which we translate groves, should be rendered 
idols of that name, as Selden hath observed, Syntag. de 
Diis Syris, ii. cap. 2. where he plainly demonstrates this 
word doth not signify the grove, but the numen or deity 
placed in the grove. For how should groves be set tender 
every great tree? as it is here said the Asherim were. And 
thus Kimehi saith in the root Ashur, that every wooden 
thing that was worshipped w T as called Asherah. And Pro- 
copius Gazjeus observes, that this word, which the LXX. 
here translate SXari, groves, others every where translate 
'AarapwS, which word, saith he, SijXoT rrjv 'Aorapri/v, 'A^po- 
§ln)v, denotes Astarte, that is, Venus. . 

Ver. 11. And there they burnt incense in all the high 
places, as did the heathen, whom the Lord carried away 
before them; andtvrought wicked things to provoke the Lord 
to anger.] For, as the son of Sirach expresses it, they sought 
out all wickedness, till the vengeance came xipon them. (See 
Eeclus. xlvii. idt.) 

• Ver. 12. For they served idols, whereof the Lord had said 
unto them, Ye shall not do these things.'] They worshipped 
many other gods, which were mere idols, against th"e ex- 
press command of God, (Exod. xx. 23. Dent. iv. 15, 
16, &c.) 

Ver. 13. Yet the Lord testified against Israel and Judah, 
by all the prophets, and by all the seersJ} I have before 
noted, that Abarbinel, in his commentary on these books,- 
hath observed one or more prophets that were in every 
king's reign, both in Israel and Judah, from the time of 
Saul to Zedekiah, in whose time Jerusalem was laid deso- 
late. These admonished them of their duty, as it here 
follows, and endeavoured to preservo them in God's true 
religion, or to recover them when they apostatized from it; 
particularly in the days of this very king, when Israel was 
carried captive, they had the prophets Hosea, Amos, 
Isaiah, and Micah: and in the days of the last king when 
Judah was carried captive, they had Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

Saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my com- 
mandments, and my statutes, according to all the laws which 
I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my 
servants the prophets.] As he had given them his laws by 
Moses; so he continued a succession of prophets after 
him, whom he sent to call upon them to observe these laws. 
• Ver. 14. Notwithstanding they would not hear, but 
hardened their necks, like the neck of their fathers^ A 
metaphor taken from refractory oxen, that will not bow 
down their necks to the yoke. Even so the Israelites re- 
fused to submit to the yoke of God's law T s. 

That did not believe in the Lord their God.] This was the 
priginal of all the sins they committed : they did not believo 
God's prophets, but hearkened to deceivers. 

Ver. 15. And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant 
that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he 
testified against them.'] By his servants the prophets. 

And they followed vanities.] So idols are called, which, 
as the apostle speaks, arc nothing ; having no power to do 
either hurt or. good. . 

/ And became vain.] Like the idols they worshipped ; 
senseless, sottish, and good for nothing. 

And went after the heathen that were round about them, 
concerning whom the Lord had charged them, that they should 
not do like them.] See Exod. xxiii. 24. 32. and many other 
places. 



Ver. 1G. And they left all the commandments of the Lord 
their God, and made them molten images, even two calves, 
and made a grove*] The making a grove was a greater im- 
piety than is commonly imagined. For in their groves they 
worshipped Baalim, as appears from Judg. iii. 7.; that is, 
heroes, to whom those groves were consecrated, being their 
sepulchre. And here many filthy rites were practised, in 
honour of Venus, Bacchus, and such-like deities. 

And worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal] 
They grew worse and worse, not contenting themselves 
with the worship of the two calves, &c. but worshipped the 
stars of heaven, (against which Moses had given them a 
particular caution, Deut. iv. 19.) Saturn, Jupiter, Venus, 
and the moon, but especially Baal, which was the sun. 

Ver. 17. And they caused their sons and their daughters 
to pass through the fire, and used divination and enchant- 
ments.] Which were the most abominable sins of the hea- 
then. (See Ley. xviii. 21. xix. 26. xx. 2, 3, &c. Deut. 
xviii. 10. and upon ver. 3. of the foregoing chapter.) 
. And sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to 
provoke him to anger.] They were so industrious to do 
wickedly, and so incessant in it, as if they had been slaves 
that were sold to that drudgery. 

Ver. 18. Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, 
and removed them out of his sight.] From the holy land, 
where his temple was, in which he dwelt among them. 

Till there. was none left but the tribe of Judah only.] 
Unto whom adhered part of Benjamin and the Levites; 
w r ho, as it here follows, imitated the wickedness of Israel ; 
but yet had some mixture of good kings among them. 
Whereas all the kings of Israel persisted in the sins of 
Jeroboam ; and therefore, before their removal out of their 
land, they suffered great calamities, no less than nine of 
their kings being killed (as Abarbinel notes) before their 
last king was carried captive. 

Ver. 19.. Also Judah kept not the commandments of the 
Lord their God, but walked in the- statutes of Israel which 
they made.] Followed the idolatrous devices of the ten 
tribes; as they did most notoriously in the last reign of 
Ahaz : whose son Hezekiah indeed made a noble reforma- 
tion ; but it lasted no longer than his time, so extremely 
was this nation corrupted. 

Ver. 20. And the Lord rejected.] With loathing and ab- 
horrence, as the word imports. . 

All the house of Israel.] The whole ten tribes. 

And afflicted them, and delivered them into the hands of 
spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight.] See x. 
32,33. xiii.3. 7. . 

Ver. 21. For he rent Israel from the house of David.] 
Here was the foundation of their ruin. 

And he made Jeroboam the son of Nebat their king ; and 
Jeroboam drave Israel from following the Lord, and made 
Israel sin a great sin.] Of which he was the author; but 
they were too forward to comply with him. 
. Ver. 22. For the children of Israel walked in all the sins 
of Jeroboam, which he did: they departed not from them.] 
They were so inclined to idolatry, that a long succession 
of God's judgments upon them could not reclaim them. 

Ver. 23. Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, 
as he had said by all his servants the prophets.] .Unto whose 
admonitions and threatenings they had no regard. 

So was Israel carried away out of their own land to As- 
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syria unto this day.] As they sold themselves to do evil, 
(ver. 17.) so God delivered them up to be slaves to those 
whose gods they had worshipped, (ver. 1G, 17.) 

Ver. 24. And the king of Assyria brought men.] . This was 
not done by Shalmaneser, but by his son Esar-haddon, 
(Ezra iv. 2.) 

From Babylon.] Which was then subject to the king of 
Assyria; but not long after revolted. 

And from Cuthah.] A city of Chaldea, as Abarbinel ex- 
pounds it: and so doth our Dr. Hyde out of several Per- 
sian writers, (Hist. Relig. Vet.Pers. cap. 2.) But it rather 
here signifies a country called Cush also (which, perhaps, 
had its name from the forenamed city), from whence the 
greatest part of this colony being brought, the people in 
aftertitnes were called Cuthsei. For the same author truly 
observes, that the country called Cush was, in the Baby- 
lonish dialect (afterward called the Chaldean), called 
Cutti. For they were wont to change the letter schin into 
thau. In this country, in the land of Shinar, Cush first set- 
tled; and his posterity spread itself into Arabia. 

And from Ava.] The Avites were a very ancient people, 
who* were" driven by the Caphtorim out of Hazerim; and 
went and settled beyond Euphrates. (See upon Deut. ii. 23.) 

And from Hamath.] This was a city of Syria, on the bor- 
ders of Canaan ; which was now subject to the king of As- 
syria, by a late conquest of it, (xvi. 9.) 
-, And from Sepharvaim.] There is a city called Siphara, 
on the side of which the river Euphrates runs, not far from 
the sea. From this mixture of nations it was, that after- 
ward there happened such a confusion of laws, and man- 
ners, and rites of religion, as was in this country. 

And placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the 
children of Israel ; and they possessed Samaria.] That is, 
the whole country, wherein the ten tribes formerly dwelt. 

Anddweltin thecities thereof] Which were not destroyed, 
I suppose, but left standing, with a design to send new in- 
habitants into thera. 

Ver. 25. And it was so, at the beginning of their divell- 
ing there, that they feared not the Lord; therefore the Lord 
sent lions among them, which slew some of them.] And 
did not the Israelites also want the fear of the Lord, as 
Abarbinel here notes, and yet were not devoured by lions? 
To which he answers, that though the Israelites also served 
idols, yet they did not deny the Divine power and provi- 
dence; but imagined these idols to be the intermediate 
causes by which the Divine influences might be conveyed 
unto them: for it is plain Jeroboam did not deny the Lord, 
(1 Kings xiii. G.) but acknowledged his power. But these 
new inhabitants believed the idols which they worshipped 
to be true gods ; and therefore were destroyed by lions, be- 
cause they did not acknowledge the power and providence 
of God over all inferior beings, whose land this was; and 
hereby he vindicated his ancient inheritance and posses- 
sion to himself. 

Ver, 26*. Wherefore they spake unto the king of Assyria, 
saying, The 7iatio?is which thou hast removed, and placed in 
the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the God of 
the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, be- 
hold, they slay them; because they know not the manner of 
the God of the land.] They took the God of Israel to be of 
the same kind with their own, who affected a particular . 
country and people, and would be honoured with peculiar 
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rites, which were acceptable to him, and none else. The 
Syrians had the same conceit of topical gods, as I observed 
upon 1 Kings xx. 23. and see below, xviii. 35. 

Ver. 27. Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying. 
Carry thither one of the priests, whom ye brought from 
thence, and tet them go and dwell there, and let' Mm teach 
them the manner of the God of the land.] The Jews in Pirke 
Eliezer, cap. 38. tell the story thus: that the king of As- 
syria called the elders of Israel together, and said, All the 
while you dwelt in the laud of Samaria, it was not infested 
with lions ; what is the reason that my people are devoured 
by them? To which they answered, Our lord the king, this 
land will not receive any uncircuracised nation. Let two 
of you go then (replied the king) and circumcise them, and 
teach them the book of the law. So R. Dosithaeus and 
R. Zachariah were sent, who did the business. Here they 
make bold to go beyond the Scripture, in making two great 
doctors to have been sent, when there was but one. Though 
it is very probable there were some associates who accom- 
panied this principal priest: for the text saith, when the 
king bade them carry one of the priests thither, he added, 
and let them dwell there. Which signifies he did not go 
alone: though he alone was to teach them, as it follows, 
the maimer of the God of the land. 

Ver. 28. Then one of the priests, whom they had carried 
away from Samaria, came and dwelt in Beth-el, and taught 
them haw they should fear the Lord.] That is, how they 
should worship and serve him. From whence many learned 
men conclude, that he brought the book of the law with 
him, without which he could not fully instruct them how to 
worship God, and govern themselves: which book they 
suppose was written in the Babylonian character, because 
it was to teach a colony of that nation. This is opposed by 
a late learned man, who earnestly contends, that the book 
of the law was not brought to them till the time of Sanbal- 
lat ; and therefore this priest instructed them without the 
book, only by tradition. Which is not probable ; for they 
would have had little regard to him, if he had not produced 
the authority of that holy book, delivered to them by that 
great lawgiver Moses," the man of God: for, that he taught 
them the right way of worshipping God according to the 
law, as it was practised in Judah, is very likely; being 
sensible that God abhorred the other worship which Israel 
practised ; for which he had thrown them out of their land. 
. Ver. 29. Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, 
and pttt them in the houses of the high places which the Sa- 
maritans had made, every nation in their cities wherein they 
dwelt.] It seems the people of Israel, who are here called 
Samaritans, had built little temples in the high places; 
wherein these new inhabitants worshipped the gods of the 
country from which they came, (that is, the gods of Assyria, 
Ezek. xxvii. 7.) together with the God of Israel. 

Ver. 30. And the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth.] 
The Jewish doctors do but trifle in their exposition of this 
word, which they say signifies a hen and chickens. The 
word plainly imports, the tabernacles of daughters, or of 
young maidens: w r ho were consecrated to Venus, whose 
name Mr. Selden probably conjectures was derived from 
Benoth. The old idolaters, it is evident, did prostitute 
their, daughters in honour of Venus, as not only Strabo, 
Herodotus, and other profane writers testify ; but some 
think is suggested in holy Scripture, Lev. xix. 29. And 
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therefore they of Babylon are said to make the tabernacles 
of daughters; that is, chapels wherein their daughters were 
prostituted to every one that caine to worship Venus, as 
the manner was in Babylon, from whence the forcnamed 
authors testify this filthiness had its original. (Sec Scldcn; 
deDiis Syris Syntag. ii. cap. 7. and Vossius, do Idololatr. 
lib. ii. cap. 22.) 

Ah(T the men qf Cath made NergaL] Which the Jews 
would have to signify a cock. But their conjecture is 
better, who think it signified fire. For the men of Cutli 
are those that were afterward called Persians ; who, it is 
certain, anciently worshipped the fire. (See Selden, cap. 
8.) ' But the famous Boehartus ingenuously confesses he 
doth not know what Nergal was ; but that there is a sort of 
palm-tree called Nergil by the Persians, Arabians, and 
Indians, of which they report strange things. From whence, 
perhaps, the Persians gave the name of Nergal to this idol, 
as in Syria their god was called Rimmon, from the pome- 
granate. (Hierozoieon, pan ii. lib. i, cap. 1G.) 

And the men of Hamath made Ashima.'] I know no 
ground the Jews have to say, this word Ashima signifies a 
smooth goat. Our great Seidell modestly acknowledges he 
doth not know what god it was, (ib. cap. 9.) But a late 
author takes Ashima to be the same with Mars : because 
among the ancients AS signified the same with y .4/)rjc among 
the Greeks; and schemah is as much as hearing or obe- 
dient, (Jo.'Gensius de Victimis Humanis, par. i; p. 92.) 
And this A S he conjectures is the same whom the Romans 
called Hesus, whom Lucan mentions in his Pharsalia, lib. i. 
ver. 443. 

" Horrentquc feris altaribus Hesus." 



But, after all, I 'think my learned friend Dr. Alix hath 
made the most probable conjecture,' that Ashima is the 
name of God, whom the Hebrews call Hashem, the name< 
from whence Ashima, I doubt not, is derived. Accordingly 
Abcn Ezra saith, in his preface to the book of Esther, 
that he saw in a Samaritan Pentateuch, Gen. i. 1. Sara 
Ashima, instead oiBaraElohim. Which Boehart censures 
as a falsity, because no such word is to be found in the 
whole Samaritan Pentateuch ; but it might be then in some 
paraphrase upon it. 

Ver. 31. And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tart ak.] No- 
body knows what these were; for no credit is to be given 
to the Jews, who say, the former was in the shape of a 
dog , and the other of an ass. Selden thinks they were the 
same idol called by different names, but was not able to 
give an account of them. 

And the Sepharvites burnt their children in the fire to 
Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.] 
These were the same gods with Moloch ; unto whom the 
same sacrifices were offered. The Jews, after their vain 
fancies, make one of them to have been in the form of a pea- 
cock:', and the other of a pheasant: but in all probability they 
were but different names of Moloch, which was the sun, as 
is evident from xxiii. 10, 11. ; and the addition of Addir, 
w T hich signifies magnificent or patent, rtiakes Adrammelech 
as much as the mighty Moloch ; and of Ana, which sig- 
nifies to answer, makes Anammelech as much as oracular 
Moloch. For Moloch, and Melech, and Milcom, are all 
the very same in the language of different people, signify- 
ing a king: the sun being by them accounted the king, us 



the moon the queen of heaven. And (here is nothing more 
known than that the gentiles burnt their children in sa- 
crifice to him. But whether these people did so, or only 
made them pass through the fire to purify them, may be 
questioned ; though the words seem to import the former: 
which was the practice of the Phoenicians, Syrians, Ty- 
rians, Carthaginians, Cretans, Arabians, and many other 
nations; and is still practised by the Americans, and other 
gentiles. 

A learned writer of our own, Dr. Hyde, in the book be- 
forementioned, had a quite different apprehension of these 
words : for he will have Adrammelech to signify the king of 
the flock, Adre being as much as Greges; and Anammelech 
he thinks is much of the same signification, Ana being as 
much as Pecns, in the Persian language : always signifying 
collectively in the plural number, the lesser cattle, sheep 
and goats. Of which he imagines these gods had the care, 
and were therefore worshipped; the riches of those people 
consisting much in cattle. They were also celestial con- 
stellations (as he there observes), which they imagined pro- 
moted the breeding and growth of cattle. 

Ver. 32. So they feared the Lord.] Worshipped the Lord 
God of Israel. 

And made unto themselves of the' lowest of them priests of 
tlie high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses of 
the high places.'] I suppose these sacrifices were offered to 
the God of Israel, but in high places, and by priests of their 
own making. As for their sacrifices to the gods of their 
several countries, no doubt they brought priests along 
with them, to perform the service belonging to them. 

Ver. 33. They feared the Lord, and served their oivn gods, 
after the manner of the nations whom they carried away 
from thence.] That is, after the manner of the ten tribes, 
who worshipped the Lord, and the golden calves together 
with him, and sometimes Baal, and other gods, (ver. 16.) 

Ver. 34. Unto this day they do after the former manners: 
they fear not the Lord, neither do they after their statutes, or 
after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment 
which the Lord commanded the children of Jacob, whom he 
named Israel.] These, and the following words, give an ac- 
count of the children of Israel; who, being carried captive 
out of their own land (as hath been related), were not at 
all amended thereby; but still neglected all the laws which 
God had given them, and did not worship him alone; and 
therefore in truth they feared not the Lord. 

Ver. 35. With whom the Lord had made a covenant, and 
charged them, saying, Ye shall ?iotfear other gods, nor bow 
yourselves to them, nor save them, nor sacrifice to them.] 
Whose sins he aggravates (and thereby justifies his severe 
proceedings against them) by representing them as a select 
people, who were in a strict and gracious covenant with 
him, obliging them not to shew the least respect to any 
other god but himself. 

Ver. 3G. But the Lord, who brought you tip out of the 
land of Egypt with great power, and a stretched-ont arm, 
him shall ye fear, and him shall ye tvorship, and to him shall 
ye do sacrifice,] This was a benefit, one would think, that 
should never have been forgotten ; but eternally engaged 
them to his service, who delivered them from so vile a 
slavery. 

Ver. 37. And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the 
law, and the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall 



Digitized by Microsoft (§ 



CHAP. XVIII.] 



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE KINGS. 



511 



observe to do for evermore; and ye shallnotfear other gods.} 
This is repeated again, being so very often mentioned in 
the book of the law, that they should worship no other god. 

Ver. 38. And the covenant that I have made with you ye 
shall not forget ; neither shall ye fear otlier gods.~\ Which was 
the principal thing in the covenant. 

Ver. 39. But the Lord your God ye shall fear ; and he 
shall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies.'] As 
he did whensoever they renounced idolatry, and promised 
to worship him alone ; as wc read throughout their whole 
Iiistory in these holy books. 

Ver. 40. Ilowbeit they did not hearken, but they did after 
their former manner.'] They soon revolted, when they so- 
lemnly protested to repent ; and did just as they had done 
before, as the same books testify. 

Ver. 41. So those nations feared the Lord, and served their 
graven images, both their children, and their children's chil- 
dren: as did their fathers, so do they nnto this day.] Just 
thus did the nations who came in their room into the 
country of Samaria : they joined their own gods with the 
Lord God of Israel, and continued so to do, they and their 
posterity, unto the time this book was written, and long 
after. For, as Mr. Mede hath observed, this medley of 
religions lasted above three hundred years, till towards 
the end of the Persian monarchy. At which timeManasse, 
brother to Jadda the high-priest of the Jews (that were re- 
turned to their own land), married the daughter of Sanbal- 
lat, governor of Samaria. And after his example, other 
Jews of the best rank having married strange wives, con- 
trary to the law, and being loath to leave them, betook 
themselves thither also ; whom Sanballat entertained, and 
made his son-in-law their priest. And when Alexander 
the* Great subdued the Persian monarchy, lie obtained 
leave of him to build a temple upon Mount Gerizim, where 
Manasseh exercised the office of high-priest. This was 
very prejudicial to the Jews, and the occasion of a schism ; 
whilst those who were discontented or excommunicated at 
Jerusalem were wont to run hither. Yet by this means 
the Samaritans (having gotten one. of the sons of Aaron 
for their priest, and so many Jews being mingled among 
them) were brought to throw away all their false gods, and 
worship the God of Israel only. Yet so, that though they 
seemed to themselves to be the true worshippers of God, 
they retained a smack of idolatry ; worshipping God under 
a visible representation, viz. that of a dove. Just as their 
predecessors, the ten tribes, worshipped the same God un- 
der the similitude of a calf, (book i. discourse 13.) And 
indeed this inclination to have some sensible representation 
of God was so universal, that they who had none, were 
thought by the gentile world to worship nothing, . 



CHAR XVIII. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW it came to pass, in the third year of IIo- 
shea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the, son of 
Ahaz king of Judah began to reign.] The third, year of 
those nine which are mentioned before, xvii. 1. (See there.) 
Ver. 2. Twenty and five years old was he ivhen he began 
to reign ; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem : 
his mother's name also was Abi, daughter of Zachariah.] 
Unto this it is objected, that Ahaz lived but thirty and six 



years; (xvi. 2.) and therefore, according to this account, 
begat Hezekiah when he was but eleven years old, which 
seems incredible. To which Capellus in his Chronologia 
answers, that he reigned two or three years with his father; 
which is not likely, for the text saith he was twenty : five years 
old when he began to reign, after his father's death, which 
is beforementioned. And the solution of the Jews, men- 
tioned by St. Jerome, is not much better, who say, he did 
not begin to reign presently after his father's death, but 
there was an interregnum for some years ; because of a 
sedition that was in Jerusalem. But as there is no proof 
of this, so it is improbable that Hezekiah, who was a grown 
man, and beloved of the people, should not presently suc- 
ceed his father. Calvisius's account is still worse, who 
will have Hezekiah to have been only the adopted son of 
Ahaz : which spoils the descent of our SaviouT from 
David, as Bochartus observes : who therefore plainly ad- 
mits that he did beget Hezekiah, when he was eleven or 
twelve years old. For so it may be understood, that he 
was but just entered upon the twenty-fifth year of his age, 
when he began his reign; and so but twenty-four complete. 
Therefore his father begat him about the twelfth year of 
his age. For if, from thirty-six- years, four-and-twenty be 
taken, there remain twelve. And if we suppose, as we . 
may very well, that Ahaz was near one-and-twenty years 
old when he began to reign, and near seventeen years older 
before he died (for the Scriptures, no more than other 
writers, do not take notice whether the year be perfect or 
imperfect), then he might be near fourteen years old when 
he begat Hezekiah. But take it according to the first ac- 
count, that he was but eleven or twelve years old, Bo- 
chartus hath given a vast number of instances of persons 
that procreated children at that age. For ripeness for pro- 
creation is not to be precisely determined, either by phy- 
sicians, philosophers, or lawyers (who have been pleased 
to fix the time); but consideration is to be had of the cli- 
mate wherein men live, of the temper and constitution of 
their bodies, of their diet, and many other things; as he 
observes in an epistle to Nicol. Carbonellus, in his addi- 
tions to the last edition of his Phaleg. p. 920. 

Ver.. 3. And he did that ivhich was right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that David his father did.] A 
character which is not given, I think, to any of the kings 
of Judah, since the reign of Asa, (1 Kings xv. 11.) 

Ver. 4. He removed the high places.] Which none of his 
predecessors had the courage to attempt. But the carrying 
of the ten tribes captive, I suppose, mightily awakened 
both him and all the people, for the present (while it was 
fresh before their eyes), to observe the law of God very 
strictly. 

And brake the images, and cut down the groves.] Which 
his father Ahaz had multiplied, (xvi. 14. 2 Chron. xxviii; 
2. 24, 25.) 

And brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had 
made.] Which had been piously preserved as a monument 
of God's wonderful mercy to them in the wilderness; as 
Gideon intended his ephod should be of another deliver^ 
ance, (Judg. viii. 27.) But as they went a whoring after 
that, so they did after this, as the Jews phrase it in Avoda 
Zara: and therefore Hezekiah broke it in pieces; that 
is, as the Talmudists there explain it, ground it to powder, 
and then scattered it into the air, that nothing of it might 
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remain to be worshipped as a relic by superstitious people. 
And yet there is a fable that some fragments of it did re- 
main until Josiah's time; and at this day, as Sigonius re- 
lates in his history of the kingdom of Italy, they shew this 
brazen serpent entire at the church of St. Ambrose, in Mi- 
lan. But tho wiser Romanists are ashamed of it, and ac- 
knowledge it is not the serpent made by Moses (which be- 
ing broken in pieces by Hezekiah, was never restored), but 
another made in imitation of it. (SeeBuxtorf. Histor. Ser- 
pentis^Enei, cap. G.) 

For unto this day the children of Israel had burnt incense 
to it.'] When this superstition began, we are not told ; but 
nobody gives a better account of it than David Kimchi, 
whose words are these : — From the time that the kings of 
Israel did evil, and the children of Israel followed idola- 
try, until the reign of Hezekiah, they offered incense to it. 
For it being written in the law of Moses, whosoever looks 
upon it shall live, they fancied they might obtain blessings 
by its mediation, and therefore thought it worthy to be 
worshipped. It had been kept from Moses's days in me- 
mory of a miracle, just as the pot of manna also- was; and 
Asa and Jehoshaphatdid not extirpate it when they rooted 
out idolatry, because in their reign they did not observe 
that the people worshipped this serpent, or burnt incense 
to it, and therefore they left it as a memorial. But Heze- 
kiah thought fit to take it quite away, when he abolished 
other idolatry, because in the time of his father they wor- 
shipped it as an idol. And though pious people among 
them accounted it only to be a memorial of a wonderful 
work, yet he judged it better to abolish it, though the me- 
mory of the miracle were lost together with it, than suffer 
it to remain, and leave the Israelites in danger to commit 
idolatry hereafter with it. 

Andhe called it Nehushtan.] Some think Hezekiah called 
it by this name ; others, that the Israelites called it so ; the 
words signifying indifferently it was called Nehushtan, viz. 
by way of contempt and scorn. For the letter nun at the 
end of a word, the Jews say, is added by way of diminu- 
tion/ And nechosheth signifying brass, this is as much as 
to say, this serpent was mere brass or copper, and had no 
power in it, no profit, no ability to help, no divinity; and 
therefore not to be worshipped with Divine honour. Thus 
Kimchi : It being called by this name signified as much as 
if Hezekiah had said, u How could it come into any man's 
heart to think that this serpent could do any thing, which 
is mere brass ?" Or, as Ralbag expounds it, " This serpent 
hath no more virtue in it than the common brass in their 
houses." For he takes an, in the end of the word, to be 
the same with am, ipsorum. But there is a great and good 
man of our own, who, having endeavoured to shew that the 
destruction of the old serpent the devil was fore-shadowed 
by the lifting up the brazen serpent in the wilderness, con- 
cludes that Hezekiah was moved with the greater indigna- 
tion against the worship of it, because in truth it never was 
a type of our Saviour and Redeemer, but a figure of his 
grand enemy. This made him express such detestation of 
it, as is imported, he thinks, in the word Nehushtan. The 
signification of which is not to be found in our lexicons: 
for though nechosheth signify no more than brass, yet Ne- 
hushtan imports no less than our English words, foul fiend, 
the old dragon, or Satan. (See Dr. Jackson, Humiliation 
of the Son of God, chap. 31. parag.G.) 
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Ver. 5. He triisted in the Lord God of Israel.'] And not 
in the help of foreign forces, as his father Ahaz did; (xvi. 
•7.) nay, which that good king Asa called in to his assist- 
ance, (I Kings xv. 18, 19.) ■ • - 

So that after him was none like him among all the kings 
ofJudah, nor any that tvere before him.] Since the time 
that the kingdoms of Judah and Israel were divided. • 

Ver. G. For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from 
following him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord 
commanded Moses.] He continued to observe God's laws 
through the whole course of his reign, to the conclusion of 
it; and did not like some of his predecessors, who began 
well, but fell off in the end of their days, as Joash and Ama- 
ziah did, (xii. 2. xiv. 3. 2 Chron. xxiv. 2. 19. xxv. 14.) 

Ver. 7. And the I^ord was with him; and he prospered 
whithersoever he went: and he rebelled against the king of 
Assyria, and served him riot.] His prosperous success in 
all his enterprises, which was a visible token of God's 
presence with him, emboldened him to throw off the yoke 
of the king, of Assyria, to which Ahaz had basely sub- 
mitted ; (xvi. 7.) which was not properly rebellion in Heze- 
kiah, for Ahaz could not subject his kingdom to tho Assy- 
rian monarch, but only for his own time : his son was not 
bound to be his slave. Therefore the meaning is, he owned 
not the authority of the Assyrian king over him, but looked 
upon himself as a free sovereign in his own kingdom, in- 
dependent upon him. In this, perhaps, he was a little too 
forward, being very much lifted up by his victories ; but it 
is plain he was not able to maintain himself free from all 
subjection to the king of Assyria, (ver. 14.) 

Ver. 8. He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and 
the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the 
fenced city.] We had this phrase before, xvii. 19. (See 
there.) And these words seem to signify that he smote 
them all the country over, and recovered from them more 
than his father had lost, (2 Chron. xxviii.' 18.) According 
to the prophecy of Isaiah, xiv. 18. where he bids the 
Philistines not to rejoice, because the rod that smote 
them was broken; (that is, Uzziah'was dead, who had 
sorely afflicted them/ 2 Chron. xxvi: G, 7.) for out of his 
root should come another, that would more grievously 
gall them, which was Hezekiah. 

Ver. 9. And it came to pass, in the fourth year of king 
Hezekiah (which teas the seventh year of Hoshea son of 
Elah king of Israel), that Shalmaneser king of Assyria 
came up against Samaria, and besieged it.] AVe had an ac- 
count of the taking of Samaria beforehand therefore the 
mentioning of it here again may seem needless. But, as 
now the year of Hezckiah's reign is set down wherein it 
was taken, so Abarbinel thinks the intention of the Divine 
writer was to connect these two histories together; the 
taking of Samaria, and the ascent of Sennacherib against 
Jerusalem; who, eight years after the destruction of the 
former, with great pride and confidence imagined he should 
do as much by the latter. 

. Ver. 10. And at the end.of three years they took it; even 
in the sixth year of Hezekiah (that is the ninth year of 
Hoshea), Samaria was taken. 

Ver. 11. And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel 
into Assyria, and put them in Ilalah and in Ilabor by the 
river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.] As was be- 
fore related, (chap. xvii. G.) but could not be too often re- 
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peated, to make posterity dread the judgments of God, that 
were fallen upon them for their sins; as it follows again in 
the next words. 

Ver. 12. Because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord 
their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that 3Ioses 
the servant of the Lord commanded, and would not hear 
them, nor do them.'] See xvii. 34, 35. 

Ver. 13. Now, in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah 
did Sennacherib king of Assyria.] He was the son of Shal- 
maneser, and succeeded him in his kingdom after his 
death ; as we read in the book of Tobit, i. 15. 

Come up against all the fenced cities offudah, and took 
them.] That is, took a great many of them, (2 Chron. 
xxxii. 1.) 

Ver. 14. And Hezekiah king ofJudah sent to the king of 
Assyria to Lachish.] This* shews he had not taken all the 
fenced cities, for Lachish was a city of Judah, (Josh. 
xv. 39.) which is mentioned before in this book, (xiv. 19.) 
and was not yet taken, though siege was laid to it. Which, 
when he had taken, he intended to go up against Jerusa- 
lem; (2 Chron. xxxii. 2.) which moved Hezekiah to divert 
him from his purpose, by begging his pardon, as it here 
follows, for what he had done in shaking off his yoke. 

Saying, I have offended.] In denying to be subject to him, 
which no doubt was the reason of this invasion. 

Return from me: that which thou puttest upon me I will 
bear.] Though he had made great provision against him, 
as we read 2 Chron. xxxii. 3, 4, &c. yet he durst not ven- 
ture to abide a siege ; but chose rather to divert him, by 
submitting to such conditions as he would impose upon 
him. - . 

And the king of Assyria appointed to Hezekiah three hun- 
dred talents of silver, and thirty talents of gold.] This was 
a great burden, though it was not a yearly tribute, but only 
a present payment; which his weakness forced him to sub- 
mit unto. 

Ver. 15. And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was 
found in the house of the Lord.] Which in public neces- 
sities they thought it was lawful to make use of, for their 
preservation. Yet the Talmudists reckon this one of the 
three ill things that Hezekiah did, in cutting off the golden 
plates, mentioned in the next verse. (See Selden, de 
Synedr. lib. ii. cap. 1. n. 4.) • »/ 

And in the treasures of the king's house.] Which had been 
so exhausted before, that ho was forced to raise the money 
by other means, as it follows, ver. 16. 

Ver. 1G. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from 
the doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars 
which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to 
the king of Assyria.] It is very probable, that when Ahaz 
defaced the temple, and shut up the doors of it, (xvi. 17. 
2 Chron. xxxiii. 2. 4.) he cut off this gold; which Heze- 
kiah took care to repair ; but was now constrained to cut 
it off himself. Upon which words Procopius Gazseus 
seems to me to have very well observed ; that Hezekiah, 
finding he had not sufficient treasure of his own, to answer 
the imposition laid upon him, was driven by necessity to 
make use of things sacred, lest the enemy should burn the 
city and the temple. But what was thus employed, pious 
kings were wont to restore, as soon as they were able, out 
of the spoils of war, when it was ended. 

Ver. 17. And the king of Assyria sent Tartan, and Rab- 



saris, and Rab-shakeh, from Lachish to king Hezekiah with 
a great host against Jerusalem: and they went tip and came 
to Jerusalem.] Some of the Jews think that Sennacherib, 
having received the tribute from Hezekiah, went to his 
own land ; but because Hezekiah did not continue to send 
it every year, after some time returned to Judea again, and 
besieged Jerusalem. But there is not a word of this, either 
in this book, or the Chronicles, or in the prophet Isaiah : 
therefore it is* more probable, that, having received the 
money he demanded, he made his expedition into Egypt, 
of which Herodotus and others, and some think Isaiah also, 
speak, as Sir 'John Marsham observes, (Isa. x. 26. 28.) 
But as he was the first king of Assyria that invaded Egypt, 
so he went no further than to the entrance of it, to Pelu- 
sium, which he could not take, and so at his return broke 
his faith with Hezekiah; and notwithstanding his present, 
wherewith he pretended to be satisfied, laid siege to Jeru- 
salem. 

And when they were come up, they came and stood by the 
conduit of the tipper pool, which is in the highway of the 
fullers field.] They took up their head-quarters, as we now 
speak, by the conduit or canal, into which water was de- 
rived from the upper fish-pond or pool ; which was in the 
highway to the field, where the fullers, after they had 
washed their clothes in that pool, were wont to spread 
them. . i 

Ver. 18. And when they had' called to the king*] They 
were so bold as to demand audience of the king himself, 
that they might treat with him in person for*a surrender. 

There came out to them Eliakim the son ofHilkidh, which 
was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah 
the son of Asaph the recorder.] Though he would not 
vouchsafe to go himself, yet he sent his major-domo, as 
they now speak, and his secretary, or a principal doctor 
of the law, and the master of the requests. For since the 
king of Assyria sent three messengers, he thought fit to 
send as many. Isaiah, indeed, mentions only Rab-shakeh, 
as sent by the king of Assyria: which Seder Olam Rabba 
thinks is meant of the first legation ; but in the second, 
when he besieged Libnah, (xix.* 8.) he joined Tartan and 
Rabsaris with him. It is very uncertain what officer 
Shebna was; for he is said Isa. xxii. 15. to be over 
the house, and the LXX. sometimesrhake him treasurer, 
sometimes scribe, and Mr. Selden thinks he might he pre- 
fect us pratorio. (Lib.' de Succe's. in Poiitif. p. 142.) 

Ver. 19. And Rab-shakeh said unto them.] He was the 
chief speaker, being an eloquent man ; and, as the Hebrew 
doctors will have it (whom Procopius follows), an apos- 
tate Jew. Which is not altogether improbable; both be- 
cause he could speak readily in the Hebrew tongue, and 
when he blasphemed the Divine Majesty, the kingand his 
nobles rent their clothes ; which was not usual, unless he 
that uttered such blasphemous words was an Israelite. 
Some think his name imports that he was the principal cup- 
bearer to the king of Assyria. 

Speak ye now to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the great 
king, the king of Assyria.] He assumed to himself the style 
of the great king, because of his great conquests and large 
dominions. 

What confidence is this ivherein thou trustest?] As much 
as to say, it was the greatest folly to think any body could 
defend him from so great a king. 
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Ver. 20. TTiou sayest (but they are but vain tvords), I 
have counsel and strength for the war.] In reason, he 
thought Hezckiah should not stand out against his master, 
unless he had all things necessary for his defence: but he 
did delude his people, if he told them, that he wanted nei- 
ther skill to manage war, nor power to execute good 
counsels. 

Now, on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against 
me?] He derides him, as full of vain hopes ; and upbraids 
him with his rebellion. Of which he was thought formerly 
to be guilty, but could not now be justly accused of it, when 
he had submitted to him with such a great present. These 
arc therefore words of the highest pride and insolence. 

Vcr. 21. Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this 
bruised reed, even upon- Egypt.'] He thought it probable he 
would seek for succour from Egypt, being a neighbouring 
country; which would be ready to assist him, that they might 
be revenged of the king' of Assyria for his late invasion. 
But he represents Egypt as very weak, and utterly unable 
to help him ; being sorely crushed, though not destroyed, 
by Sennacherib. 

On which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce 
it: so is Pharaoh Icing of Egypt unto all that trust on him.'] 
He represents the power of Egypt to be as brittle as the 
cane or reeds that grow on the banks of the Nile (to which 
he seems to allude), on which if a man leaned, they brake, 
and the splinters run into his hand. Such is Pharaoh, saith 
he, a man gets no help, but mischief, by relying upon him.; 
as he doth who takes one of those canes for his staff to 
support him. * 

Ver. 22. But if ye say unto me, We trust in the Lord our 
God: is not that he whose high places and altars Hezekiah 
hath taken away; and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye 
shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem ?] This weak 
arguing proceeded from his ignorance of that God and his 
law, in whom Hezekiah trusted. Which made him call those 
crimes, which were his greatest virtues ; in prohibiting their 
offering sacrifice in any other place but that which God 
appointed. 

Ver. 23. Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my 
lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thou- 
sand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon 
them.] He seems to challenge him to come out, and fight 
with his master : and, if he could give security to make that 
use of them, he would furnish him with two thousand 
horses, provided he was able to find so many men to sit 
upon them. Which arc words of the highest contempt, and 
undervaluing of his power. Or, the meaning may be, he 
would lay a wager with him, he could not find men to sit 
upon so many horses; for few were good horsemen in 
Judea, where horses were scarce. 

Ver. 24. How then wilt thou turn away the face of one 
captain' of the least of my master's servants.] Much less 
stand before his whole army. 

'And put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and horsemen?] 
With which Egypt abounded above most other countries; 
who sometimes furnished the Israelites with horses, but 
none like Egypt. For which reason Moses forbids them to 
multiply horses, lest it should cause them to return tp 
Egypt ; (Dcut. xvii. 10.) and the prophet reproves them se- 
verely for going to Egypt for help, and staying upon horses, 
8cc. (Isa. xxxi. 1. 3.) 
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Vcr. 25. Am I note come upt ithoutthe Lord against this 
place to destroy it? The Lord said unto me, Go up against 
this land, and destroy it.] If he had not been a Jew, yet he 
had learned the name of their God; and pretended his mas- 
ter was come up against Jerusalem, by a commission from 
him. Which were, vain words; (as he calls Hezekiah's, 
ver. 20.) for there were none of his prophets among the As- 
syrians. But, perhaps, he concluded from what the Assy- 
rian king had done to Samaria, God intended he should do 
so to Jerusalem. 

Ver. 2G. Tlien said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and 
Shebna, andJoah, unto Rab-shakeh, saying, Speak, I pray 
thee, unto thy servants in the Syrian language (for we un- 
derstand it); and speak not ivith us in the Jews* language, in 
the ears of the people that are on the ivall.] I suppose Elia- 
kim perceived the people to be frighted with his big words, 
and therefore entreated him, in the name of the other com- 
missioners sent to treat with him, to speak no longer in the 
Jews' language, but in his own : for he was not sent to treat 
with the people, but with them who understood the Syrian 
tongue very well, 

Ver. 27. But Rab-shakeh said tmto them, Hath my master 
sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these tvords? 
hath he not sent me to the men that sit on the wall, that they 
may eat their oiun dung, and drink their own piss with you ?] 
To make them, know that he will reduce them to the greatest 
extremity, if they do not submit unto him? for it is an hy-, 
perbolical speech, importing such straits as were never 
known.. 

Ver. 28. And Rab-shakeh stood, and cried with a loud voice 
in the Jews* language, and spake, saying, Hear the words of 
the great king, the king of Assyria.] * He seems to have raised 
both himself and his voice higher, that he might be better 
heard by. all. 

Ver. 29. Tims saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive 
you; for he shall not be able to deliver you out of my hand.] 
He repeats, with the greatest assurance, the power of his 
king, and the weakness of Hezekiah : representing from 
thence how they were deluded with empty promises, if he 
persuaded them he should be able to preserve them. 

Ver. 30. Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, 
saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall not 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.] This was 
the highest presumption to persuade them not to place their, 
hope in God, as if his master was stronger than he. 

Ver. 31. Hearken not to Hezekiah : but make an agreement 
with me by apresent, and come out to me, and then eat ye every 
man of his oivn vine, and every one of his fig-tree, and drink 
ye every one the waters of his cistern.] Having represented 
to them the miseries unto which a siege would reduce them, 
he invites them to a surrender upon advantageous con- 
ditions. 

Ver. 32. Until I come and take you away to a land like 
your oivn land\ a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and 
vineyards, a land of oil-olive and of honey, that ye may live, 
and not die: and hearken not to Hezekiah, whenhe pcrsuadeth 
you, saying, The Lord will deliver 7/5.] If they would seektho 
favour of the king of Assyria, by making him a present, and 
deliveriag themselves up to his mercy, he promises they 
should be transported to a better country than that to which 
the Israelites were carried: and, in the meantime, every 
one enjoy his own possessions. But he was afraid, Heze- 
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kiah's avowed confidence in God would prevail with them, 
to trust to him for deliverance, which makes him so often, 
desire them not to depend upon that. 

Ver. 33. Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at 
all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?] He 
argues very popularly and strongly, if his supposition had 
been true, That the God of Israel, the God of the whole 
earth (yea, of heaven and earth), was like those of all other 
nations, w T ho presided only over one'eountry or city. 

Ver. 34. Where are the gods ofHamath and ofArpad?] 
Those were citien or countries, which the king of Assyria 
had conquered. 

Where are the gods of Sepharvaim.] Mentioned before^ 
xvii. 31. 

Hena, and Ivah?] Some think these were the gods of 
Sepharvaim ; which is confuted by the place beforenamed. 
They were rather cities, whose gods could not protect them. 

Have they delivered Samaria out of my Jiand?] That is, 
have the gods of Samaria been able to do more than the 
rest? 

Ver. 35. Who are they among' all the gods of the conn- 
tries that liave delivered their country out of my hand, that 
the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?] He de- 
sires an instance of one god, that had been able to save his 
country when his master invaded it : and therefore it was 
best for them to yield their city up to him, since God him- 
self could not preserve it, unless he could do more than 
any other had done, w r hich he concluded was unlikely. It 
must be acknowledged that Rab-shakeh was an excellent 
orator, as well as a soldier, not inferior in eloquence to 
Julius Caesar. 

Ver. 3G. But the people held their peace, and answered 
him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, 
Answer him not.] This was a very wise order, because he 
might have made some advantage by a sudden answer; 
and it was no less pious: for Hezekiah believed God would 
answer for himself, not in words, but in such deeds as 
w r ould demonstrate he was above all gods: 

Ver. 37. Tlien came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which 
was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Jodh the 
son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah, with their clothes 
rent, and told him the words of Rab-shakeh.] It was the cus- 
tom of the Jews to rend their clothes, when they heard a 
man blaspheme God's name : and if wc will believe them, 
when the witnesses of a blasphemy did but repeat the 
words before the judges, they rent their clothes. Accord- 
ingly Hezekiah, when his commissioners gave an account 
of Rab-shakeh's words to him, he did so, (xix. 1.) But 
they have determined, that they were not bound to rend 
their clothes, unless he was an Israelite that blasphemed. 
Therefore they have resolved, as I said before, that Rab- 
shakeh was an- apostate Israelite. And this custom was 
common to all nations (as appears from Homer, Herodo- 
tus, and Virgil), who expressed great grief in this manner. 
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Ver. 1. JjLND it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard 
it, that he rent his clothes.] See the last verse of the fore- 
going chapter. 
And covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the 



house of the Lord.] He fasted and mourned, and went into 
the temple to pray. Sometimes they put on sackcloth next 
to their skin, instead of a shirt : but here it seems to signify 
only, that he was clothed in this ,vile habit, in token of his 
great trouble and sorrow. 

Ver. 2. And he sent Eliakim, tvhich was over the house* 
hold, and Shebna the scribe.] See xviii. 18. 

And the elders of the priests.] The principal persons 
among the priests. 

Covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of 
Amoz.] In the same mournful habit to beg his prayers to 
God for them. 

Ver. 3. And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiaji, 
Tins day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy.'] 
They represent to him the great straits in which they were,- 
and the reproaches cast upon them : and (which was worst 
of all) the blasphemy they had heard against God. 

For the children are come to the birth, and there is not 
strength to bring forth.] And the present danger wherein 
they were of perishing, unless speedily -relieved : like that 
of a woman, whose child being fallen down, after many 
throes, to the place of birth, she was so spent that she had 
no strength left to bring it forth. Or, asTrocopius Gazaetis 
expounds it, "We. are in pain to hear such blasphemous 
words, and have no power to punish those wicked wretches 
as they deserve." \ 

Ver. 4. It may be the Lord thy God tvill hear the words 
of Rab-shakeh.] So as to take notice of them, and punish 
him. 

Whom the king of Assyria hath sent to reproach the living 
God; and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God 
hath heard.] Reprove him for the words (as the Targum ex- 
pounds it), the which he had spoken against God. But Lud. 
de Dieu, following R. Solomon Jarchi, thinks that the word * 
we translate reprove, signifies to prove, and, by arguments* 
to demonstrate. And so refers it to Rab-shakeh in this man- 
ner : " It may be the Lord will hear all the words of Rab- 
shakeh, whom the king of Assyria hath sent to reproach the, 
living God : and that openly with a bold face, fearing no. 
thing, because all things succeed according to their hearts' 
desire." And he saith, he shall wonder if this sense dis- 
please any body. 

Wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is 
left.] That Judah might not* be carried captive, as Israel 
had been. 

Ver. 5. So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.] 
And delivered the foregoing message to him. 

Ver. G. And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to 
your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the 
king of Assyria have blasphemed me. 

Ver. 7. Behold, I will send a blast on him.] A pestilen- 
tial blast, which destroyed his army in one night: (ver. 35.) 
others translate it a spirit ; which is the same. For God 
sent an angel, who smote them with that pestilence. • 

And he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own 
land.] The report, perhaps, was renewed after that stroke, 
that Tirhakah (of whom he had heard before, ver. 9.) was 
coming against him; which made him haste aw r ay, with the 
small remains of his army, to his own country. 

And I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.] 
Which was fulfilled, ver. 37. 
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Ver. 8. So Rab-shakeh returned.'] Not with the host that 
he brought with him, (xviii. 17.) but he himself returned to 
give his master an account of what he had done; and left 
Jtabsaris to cany on the siege, and straiten the city, till 
he could come with the whole army against it. 

And found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: 
for he had heard that he teas departed from Lachish.] Being 
unable, I suppose, to make himself master of it. 

Ver. 9. And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, He is come out to fight against thee.'] Whether he 
fought with Tirhakahor not, and what the success was, 
doth not appear. But it is to be noted, that there were 
two countries called Cush (which we translate Ethiopia); 
one in Africa beyond Egypt, the other in Arabia, which is 
the Ethiopia here meant. For the king of the other was far 
off, and must have marched through Egypt before he could 
come to fight with Sennacherib. But this was near, and was 
able to raise a powerful army, as appears by the Yast 
forces which Zerah brought against Asa, (2 Chron. xiv. 
9.) And thus 2 Chron. xxi. 1G. as Bochartus observes, 
must necessarily be understood, where the Arabians, 
whom God stirred up against Jehoram, arc said to be near 
to the Ethiopians, which cannot be true of those beyond 
Egypt. (See his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 2.) 
, He sent messengers again to Hezekiah, saying.] Among 
which Rab-shakeh was the chief. 

Ver. 10. Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king ofJudah, 
saying.yJThey could not come to the speech of him; but 
sent him a letter containing the words following, (ver. 14.) 
» Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, say- 
ing, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Assyria.] He had heard, I suppose, that Hezekiah 
declared he trusted in the Lord, and had assurance from 
him, that he the king of Assyria should not prevail against 
him. 

. Ver. 11. Behold, thou hast heard tvhat the king of Assy- 
ria hath done to all lands, by destroying them utterly.] 
This letter is of the same import with the former message, 
presuming the God of Israel was like the gods of other 
countries, and had no more power than they to preserve 
his worshippers. 

And shalt thou be delivered?] Such questions imply a 
strong denial; and therefore it is as much as to say, Thou 
shalt be delivered no more than they were. 

Ver. 12. Have a the gods of the nations delivered them 
which my fathers have destroyed.] He argues from the long 
successes his ancestors bad enjoyed: none of the gods, 
whose countries they had destroyed, making opposition to 
them for some ages. 

As Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of 
Edm which were in Thelasar?] These were places well 
known in those days; there was a Gozan and Hara in 
Media, as Bochartus observes, lib. iii. Phaleg. cap. 14. 
Where Rezeph was is uncertain; but Ptolemy mentions 
such a city in Syria, where St. Jerome places Thelasar: 
and there were more cities than one in those countries 
called Adana, which is the same with Eden. 

Ver. 13. Where is the king ofHamath, and the king of 
Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena f 
and Jvah?] Places beibrementioned, xviii. 34. Nothing 
can be further observed of this, but that the fury of Rab- 
shakeh increased: so that what he had uttered in words, 



he now more deliberately set down in writing: affirming 
boldly, that their God was a deceiver, if he promised them 
deliverance. 

Ver. 14. And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of 
the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the 
house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.] He could 
approach no nearer than to the outward court of the tem- 
ple: where, at the entrance of the priests' court, he looked 
towards the sanctuary, God's dwelling-place, and laid this 
letter before him. 

Ver. 15. And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, 
O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cheru- 
bims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth.] Here he 
directly thwarts the blasphemous opinion of the Assyrians 
beforementioned, (xvii. 27. xviii. 35.) that the God of Israel 
was but the particular Lord of that country; not the uni- 
versal Sovereign, which Hezekiah acknowledged him to be, 
because the Creator of the whole world. 

Ver. 16. Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear; open, 
Lord, thine eyes, and see; and hear the tvords of Sennache- 
rib, which hath sent him to reproach the living God.] That 
is, sent Rab-shakeh. He speaks in such language as men 
use, when they earnestly beseech others not to neglect 
their supplication; ,but vouchsafe to attend, and to give a 
gracious answer to them. 

Ver. 17. Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have de- 
stroyed the nations and their lands.] Do not boast of more 
than they have done. 

Ver. 18. And have cast their gods into . the fire: for they 
were no gods, but the work of men* s hands, wood and stone; 
therefore have they destroyed them.] They had prevailed, 
hc'acknowledges, over their gods, as well as over men; but 
it was because they were not so good as men, being mere 
wood and stone. 

Ver. 19. Nmv therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, 
save thou us out of his hands, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou 
only.] He beseeches him to distinguish himself upon those 
idols; by giving them such a deliverance as might demon- 
strate to all the world that he was the living God (as he is 
often called), superior to all others^who were not able to 
save their worshippers. 

Ver. 20. Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, 
saying, Thus saith the Ix>rd God of Israel, That which thou 
hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I 
have heard ] He knew by the spirit of prophecy, that He- 
zekiah had represented his case to God in the temple; who 
bade Isaiah assure him his petition was granted. 

Ver. 21. This is the word that the Lord hath spoken con- 
cerning him; The virgin, the daughter ofZion, hath de- 
spised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Je- 
rusalem hath shaken her head at thee.] These words com- 
prehend the whole city. For by the daughter ofZion he 
means the people that inhabited the upper part of the city, 
where the king's palace stood: and by the daughter of Je- 
rusalem, the people of the lower part of the city; and all 
that was not comprehended under the name ofZion. They 
shaked their heads' at him; which is the same with despis- 
ing, and laughing him to scoru. For shaking the head is 
the posture of those that mock at others, (Psal. xxii. 7. 
Matt, xxriu 39.) He calls Zion a virgin, because this 
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fortress, since David conquered it, had remained inviolable, 
and had never been taken by any enemy. Joash, indeed, 
kin" of Israel, took Jerusalem, arid brake down the wall 
of it; (xiv. 13, 14.) but I think the fort of Zion had never 
been taken. 

Ver. 22. Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? 
and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice.] So Rab- 
shakeh did, xviii. 28. 

And lifted up thine eyes on high ?] As those do who have 
haughty thoughts of themselves; and overlook others with 
contempt and Scorn, (Prov; xxi. 4.) 
* Even against the Holy One of Israeli God is called the 
Holy One, with respect to his peerless perfections; and 
the 'Holy One of Israel, as having a peculiar respect to 
them above all people, who therefore should be defended 
by his almighty power. 

Ver. 23. By thy messengers thou hast reproached the 
Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I 
am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedars thereof and the 
choice fir-trees thereof; and I will enter into the lodgings of 
his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.] This is an 
admirable description of the boastings of a king puffed up 
with great success, and is as much as if he had said, What 
place is there into which I cannot make my way? when I 
have gone, even with my chariots in great number, to the 
top of high* mountains; to Lebanon itself, through the 
most difficult passages, which I have opened and planed 
for thcin? Who shall hinder me from cutting down its tall- 
est cedars and fir-trees (perhaps he means their princes 
and great men), and, when I have done, from marching and 
taking up my quarters in the extremest borders of the land, 
climbing up to the top of Carmel (which was towards the 
Mediterranean Sea), or entering into all the fruitful places 
of the country, by making an entire conquest of it? For so 
Carmel often signifies, not a mountain, but a fruitful field, 
in the language of this prophet, Isa. x. 18. xvi. 10. 

Ver. 24. I have digged and drunk strange waters.'] He 
bTagsthat he had marched with his vast army through 
strange countries, and in the driest places, where it was 
thought his army would die with thirst; but he digged till 
he found water. 

And with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers 
of the besieged places.] This is commonly thought to sig- 
nify, that he had gone dry-shod with his whole army over 
great rivers, whose streams he turned another way ; and so 
had taken the strongest fortresses, surrounded with deep 
waters and great ramparts. But Bochartus hath made 
a plainer paraphrase upon these words, which he thus 
translates : J have dried up the rivers of Egypt. As much 
as to say, " I will enter as easily into Egypt, in which you 
confide, as if,' when I come thither, all the rivers wherewith 
it is environed, should be dried up." (See his Hierozoicon, 
par. ii. lib. v. cap. 15.) For the Hebrew word masor (which 
we translate every where besieged places, or defences, or 
fortresses) should rather be taken for the singular of Meso- 
raim, which by contraction is called Mitzraim, that is, 
Egypt. And if this be allowed, the sense then here is, as 
I said before, / have dried up all the rivers of Egypt: 
which was the highest yaunt he could make of his power, 
&nd numerous forces. Thus Isa. xix. G. The brooks ofde~ 
fences shall be dried up, is interpreted by Kimchi, The 
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rivers of Egypt shall be emptied and dried up. And more 
plainly, Micah vii.l2,-wherc/ro/rc the fortress to the river 
is so obscure, that* it is not to be understood; but from 
Egypt to Euphrates is such clear sense, that one cannot 
but think it should be so translated; for those were the 
bounds of the land of Canaan. 

Ver. 25. Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done 
it, and of ancient times that I have formed it?] These are 
the words of. God, in answer to those empty boasts: — But 
what is this, to what I have done? Hast thou not heard 
how I brought my people dry-shod through the Red Sea? 
How in ancient times, I say, long before thou or thy an- 
cestors wero born, I- did this by my own strength alone, 
without the help of nature or art? For so the word jatzar, 
which wo translate formed, *is;uscd Gen. ii. 8. and other 
places. 

Noio have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to 
lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.] And it is I that 
have now brought thee to do all these things of which thou 
braggedst.- Thou eouldestnot have done one of them with- 
out my leave, who therefore permitted it, that I might 
punish those cities by thy hand, which I had devoted to 
destruction. (See Isa. x. 5, 6. 13 — 15.) 

Ver. 26. TJieref ore were their inhabitants of small power; 
they were dismayed and confounded; they were asjhe grass 
of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the house- 
tops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.] This was 
the reason, that the people of those cities whejeof thou 
spakest (ver. 12, 13.) were so very feeble, and unable to 
oppose thee; because I delivered them into thy hand. 

Ver. 27. But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 
thy coming in, and thy rage against me.] As much as to 
say, There are none of thy motions hidden from me. For 
before thou earnest from thy own country, I knew with 
what design thou marehedst out, and what thou ha&t done 
since wheresoever thou hast entered ; and understand with 
what rage and fury thou art come up to destroy my dwell- 
ing-place. 

Ver. 28. Because thy rage against me, and thy tumult is 
come up into my ears.] I have heard the noise thou makest 
with thy furious threatcnings, and with thy great array 
which hath entered Judea. 

TJierefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle 
in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way that thou 
earnest.] He compares his absolute power over him to that 
of a fisherman, who, let a fish tumble ever so much in the 
water, hath it fast by a hook he hath fixed in his nose; or 
to a man upon a horse or a mule, whom he can turn which 
way ho pleases, when he hath a curb in their mouths. Even 
so, saith God, will I do with- thee: draw thee back, press 
thou ever so much to compass thy designs, into thy own 
country, without any success. 

Ver. 29. And this shall be a sign unto thee^] This is 
spoken to Hezekiah. 

' Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves, and 
in the second year that which springeth of the same ; and in 
the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat 
the fruit thereof] This was not a sign of the truth of his pro- 
phecy, because it was to come after that was fulfilled ; but a 
token of God's extraordinary favour and love to them, when 
Sennacherib was gone ; and they were in fear of another 
enemy, viz. a grievous famine. For though he had trodden 
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down or eaten up all the corn with his army, yet they 
should find sufficient left to maintain them this year, which 
was the fourteenth of Hezekiah. And though the next 
was the sabbatical year, in which they were to let the 
land rest, and neither sow nor reap, yet he promises enough 
should grow up of itself to sustain them, without any cul- 
ture, out of the corn scattered in the former year. And 
then, in the sixteenth year, God assures them of liberty to 
till their land as they were wont, and that they should sow 
and reap as in a time of peace, >vhen no enciny appeared, 
nor there was any fear of any. But until the corn sprung 
jup and was ripe that year, they lived upon what gre>v of 
itself iu the sabbatical year, without tillage. Which de- 
monstrates the wonderful providence of God pver this 
people, in taking care they should want nothing in those 
years, without any care of their own, if they believed in his 
word. See Lev. xxv. where the precept about this sab- 
batical year is delivered ; and was observed by this people, 
from the first conquest and division of the land of Canaan, 
jbrty-seven years after the coming out of Egypt. (See Dr. 
Alix, Reflections on the Old Testament, par. ii. chap. 1.) 

Yer. 30. And the remnant that is escaped of the house of 
Jndah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit 
upward.] He pursues the metaphor from corn that is sown 
in the ground ; signifying, that they should have firm pos- 
session of their own country ; and therein increase, and 
multiply, and flourish exceedingly, 

Ver. 31. For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, 
and they that escape out of Mount Zion.~\ For they who 
were now shut up in Jerusalem should be at liberty: and 
they who escaped the enemy's fury in the country, and fled 
thither for refuge, should go out of Mount Zion to their 
own possessions. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts sliall do this,'] His great 
love to his own honour, and to his people, shall do these 
wonders ; to vindicate his glory from that contempt which 
was cast upon it by Sennacherib. 

yer. 32. Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the 
king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot 
an arrow there, nor come before it with a shield, nor cast a 
bank against it.] He promises the king of Assyria should 
be so far from possessing himself of the city at this time, 
that he should not assault it, by shooting so much as an 
arrow in it : no, nor appear with his army against it, op 
raise bulwarks to besiege it. Or, as the Hebrews undcr- 
stand it, they should not cast a stone out of their engines 
against it. Rabsaris, I observed vcr. 8. continued the 
siege ; but whatsoever he did before, after this message of 
Isaiah he made no attempt upon them. 

Vcr. 33. By the way that he came, by t the sameivayhe 
shall return, and sliall not come into this city, ^aith the 
Lord?] He confirms what he said before, (ver. 28.) 

Ver. 34. For I xvill defend this city to save it~\ To pre- 
serve it from destruction. 

For my own sake, and for my servant David's sake.] 
"Upon which account he had formerly spared them, when 
they deserved to be punished, (1 Kings xi. 12, 13.) 

Ver ; 35. And it came to pass that night] The Jews iu 
the Gcmara Sanhedrin, (cap. 11. n, 20.), say, that in the 
very night after they set down before Jerusalem, and were 
so weary that they made no attempt upon the city, this 
which follows fell out. t Others think it was the same .night 



Jhat Hezekiah received Sennacherib's railing letter; which 
is more probable than the opinion of our Dr. Jackson, who 
will haye it that it was the sajne night, about two years 
after. (See upon the Attributes, sect. 3. chap. 2G.) How- 
ever it was, the blow was the more remarkable, because it 
was given in that very night, wherein he had lifted up him- 
self against the God of heaven ; as Bclshazzar afterward 
did, and had his fatal stroke given him in like manner. (See 
Dan. v, 30.) 

That the angel of the Lprd went out, and smote in the 
camp of the Assyrians a hundred fourscore and five thou- 
sand men: and when they arose in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpses.] By a pestilential disease, as 
Josephu^ calls it, Xot/iiKov v6<rov, such a vast number were 
suddenly cut off. It is a question, whether this destruction 
was made in the army that besieged Xabnah, or in that host 
which Rab-shakeh brought up against Jerusalem, Jose- 
phus thinks the latter ; for it is probable Rab-shakeh was 
come with his whole host against Jerusalem, which before 
was straitened by Rabsaris ; and Kara rfiv irpdjrtjv rrjc 7roAtop- 
Klag vvtcra, the first night after they had begirt the city (as 
the Jews say, I observed, in Sanhedrin), the angel of the 
Lord made this great slaughter among them : lib. x. Antiq. 
cap. 2. where a little before, in the end of the first chapter, 
he takes notice of a horrible lie which Herodotus reports 
from the Egyptians : who say their king, being also a priest, 
by his prayers to his god, brought this destruction upon 
the Assyrians, as they lay before Pelusium : a great army 
of rats coming in the night, and gnawing all their bow* 
strings in pieces, so that they could not fight. So studious 
they were to pervert the truth, and corrupt the sacred story. 

Ver. 36. So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.] Being afraid 
that Tirhakah should come and destroy the remainders of 
his broken army, (vcr. 9.) 

Ver. 37. And it came to pass as he was worshipping in 
the house of Nisroch his god.] The LXX. hero call this 
god Nesorach; and upon Isaiah, where this story is again 
told, Asaracb. Bnt what any of these names signify, Mr. 
Sclden acknowledges he cannot tell, having in all his read- 
ing never met with any thing that might explain it. But 
Kirchcr adventures to say it was the image of & ship, re* 
presenting the ark of Noah : the relics of which, Josephus 
tells us, some reported were, in his time, in the neighbour- 
ing mountains of Armenia. And a later wTitcr, Beyerus 
(in his additions to Selden, de Diis Syris), thinks it signifies 
as much as the bird of Noah, that is, a dove, which was 
worshipped by the Assyrians: or, as others conjecture (for 
they can do no more), this word is derived from nes, which in 
Chaldec signifies a province, and rac, which signifies a king; 
that |s, Jupiter the king, and conservator of that province. 

That Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote hem with 
the sword.] Which they might the more easily do, when he 
suspected no danger. The reason of it, was, because (in 
his danger, we may suppose) he had vowed that he would 
offer .them up unto his god : therefore they sacrificed him, 
to prevent being sacrificed themselves. One of them seems 
to have been called after tho name of a god worshipped in 
those countries, (xv. 11. 31.) 

And they escaped into the land of Armenia.] Which was 
not far off; and where there were mountains of very dif- 
ficult ascent,ajid inhabited by a warlike people. 
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And Esar-kaddon his son reigned in his stead.] Who was 
the king that sent a colony to people the country of Sa- 
maria, (as I observed before from Ezra iv- 2.) and the 
rather, because he feared Hczekiah might have taken pos- 
session of it, after such a defeat as his father Sennacherib 
had received. His name is curtailed several ways: for 
in the book ofTobithe is called Sar-chedon, (i. 21.) the 
first syllable of his name being cut off; and the LXX. cut 
off the next, calling him Aser-dan ; and Isaiah cuts off 
both, calling hii& Sargon, (xx. 1.) 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver^l. JLn those days was Hezekiak sick unto death.] This 
is set down after the death of Sennacherib; but with this 
general note only of the time, wherein this sickness fell 
out, in those days. Which, as primate Usher observes in 
his Annals, doth not relate to what went just before (to the 
time when the king of Assyria invaded the land), as is 
evident from ver. 6. of this chapter; where he promises 
to add fifteen- years to his life, and also to deliver him 
from the king of Assyria. Which deliverance, therefore, 
was after this sickness, which was in the latter end of his 
fourteenth year ; to which if we add fifteen, they make up 
the whole twenty-nine years of his reign. 

And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and 
said, Thus saith the Lord, Set thy house in order; for thou 
shalt die, and not live.'] That is, his disease was, in its own 
nature, mortal, and could not be cured by any human re- 
medy: therefore he wished him to settle his estate, and, 
as we speak, to make his will ; how all things in his house 
should be disposed when he was dead. 

Vcr. 2. Then he turned his face unto the wall, and prayed 
unto the Lord, saying.] That is, towards the wall of the 
sanctuary, as the Targum expounds it. (See Dr. Ham- 
mond upon Acts x. annot. 6.) He thought, as it was not 
beyond the power of God to restore him, so he had not 
peremptorily decreed that he should die : but there was a 
tacit condition in the message, (as in other cases, Jonah iii. 
4.) otherwise he would not have prayed to be spared. 

Vcr. 3. I beseech thee, O Lord, remember how I have 
Walked before thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and 
liave done that which is good in thy sight.] He was not con- 
scious to himself that he had omitted any thing which was 
to be done for the restoring the true worship of God. In 
which he had been so exact, as to take away the high 
places, which had continued ever since the time of David, 
and none durst remove them : and therefore he presumed 
to beg that he might live, to settle and establish what he 
had begun to do. 

And Hezekiah wept sore.] One reason was, as many 
think, that he had not yet a son to succeed him on the 
throne. For he lived after this fifteen years ; and when he 
died Manasseh was but twelve years old, who therefore 
was born after this sickness. 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass, afore Isaiah xvas gone out 
into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came unto 
him, saijing.] It is doubtful whether we are to understand 
the middle of the court of the king's house, or the middle of 
the city ; for the one is in the text, the other in the margin 
of the Hebrew Bibles. But it is not' material which wc 



follow; for the meaning is, that he was not gone far before 
he was ordered to go back, and carry a new message that 
his prayer was heard. J . 

Ver. 5. Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of 
my people, Thus saith the Lord, The God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, and seen thy tears: behold, 
I will heal thee ; on the third day thou shalt go up into the 
house of the LordJ] Recover his strength so fast, as to be 
able in three days* time to go to the temple, and give God 
thanks for his cure; which appears by this to have been 
miraculous. 

Ver. 6. And I will add unto thy days fifteen years.] More 
than he could have lived according to the course of nature. 

And I will deliver this city out of the hand of the king of 
Assyria; and I will defend this city for my own sake, and 
for my servant David's sake.] For this sickness was that 
year when he threatened to destroy it. (See upon vcr. 1.) 
It was a great encouragement to faithful obedience, that 
God so often mentions David's services with such a kind 
remembrance of them. 

Ver. 7. And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs: and they 
took and laid it on the bile, and he recovered.] There might 
be some natural virtue in this cataplasm, to soften and 
ripen a hard humour, as this seems to* have been (some 
think a plague-sore), but it was a supernatural power 
which made so speedy a cure; of which God used this 
as a sign. 

• Ver. 8. And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the 
sign that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up into- 
the house of the Lord the third day?] He did believe, no 
doubt, what the prophet said, otherwise he would have 
been sharply reproved. But he made bold to desire" a 
confirmation of his faith, as good men had done in other 
cases: particularly Gideon, who threw down the altar of 
Baal, and cut down the grove at God's command, and 
blew the trumpet, and gathered an army, which were argu- 
ments of a strong faith ; and yet, after all this, desired a 
sign from God, that God would deliver Israel by his hand. 
(Judg. vi. 25. 34. 36, 37, &c.) 

Ver. 9. And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the 
Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken ; 
Shall the shadow goforward ten degrees, or back ten degrees?] 
Sometimes God/ who is a free agent, intending to convince 
men by great wonders that he is to be believed, is so gra- 
ciously condescending, as to give them leave to choose 
what they would have him do, or when, that his power 
may be the more notorious, and no room left for doubting. 
So he did with Pharaoh, Exod. viii. 9, 10. and with Ahaz; 
Isa. vii. 11. and here with his son Hezekiah. 

Ver. 10. And Hezekiah said, It is a light thing for the 
shadow to go doivn ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow 
return backward ten degrees.] It w r as comparatively small, 
because to go forward was the natural course of it; but to - 
return back was a miracle, both in the thing and in the 
manner of it. 

Ver. 11. Andlsaiah the prophet cried unto theLord; and 
he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had 
gone down in the dial of Ahaz.] It is observed by many 
modern interpreters, that there is not a word here spoken 
concerning the sun's going back; but only of the shadow 
upon the dial, which might by the power of God go either 
forward or backward, the sun still holding its course, as it 
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was wont to do. And the degrees or lines in tho dial may 
signify either hours, or half hours, or, as some think, quar- 
ters. (See Vossius, do Orig. et Progrcssu Idol. lib. ii. 
cap/9.) Now the* going back being three times mentioned 
in this chapter, and always spoken of the shadow, there- 
fore they conclude the miracle was Avrought upon the dial 
only, not upon the very body of the sun. It is said, indeed, 
in Isa. xxxviii. 8. So the sun returned ten degrees; but they 
think that may be meant of the shadow of the sun (as it 
goes before), God so disposing the rays of the sun, and 
ordering the light, that no shadow should be projected, but 
where the prophet foretold. This I thought fit to repre- 
sent; but must add, that the ancient Jews, and Christians 
too, took the words of Isaiah to signify that the sun itself 
went back, and not merely the shadow. Whom primate 
Usher in his Annals follows, Avhose words are these : The 
sun and all the heavenly bodies went back; and as much 
was detracted from the next night as was added to this day. 
(A. M. 4001.) Which was done, I suppose, on a sudden, by 
the power of God, and lasted not long before all was re- 
stored again to their usual place; so that no change was 
made in the state of the heavenly bodies. But, that there 
was some change for the present, was observed both in the 
northern part of the world at Babylon, (from whence Mero- 
dach-Baladan sent to inquire about this wonder, 2 Chron. 
xxxii. 31.) and also in the southern, in the land of Egypt. 
As we may gather from a remarkable passage in Herodotus, 
who tells us in his Euterpe, cap. i. 42.- that the Egyptians 
had observed strange alterations in the motions of the sun ; 
so that ithadrisen four times, ££ ijStwv, out of its usual course, 
ivrtvStv vvv Sic KcrrctSucrcu, IvTtvSzv Sic tTravruXai, &c. it rising 
.twice where it now sets, and setting twice where it now rises; 
and yet, ovSlvTiJvicaT'Alyvin'iwvv7rbTavTaiTepotw^nvail and 
yet no change at all made among the Egyptians by these 
things, neither in the earth, nor the river, nor any thing 
else. This is a plain evidence that their neighbours (and 
manyothcrs^ it is like) had heard of the unusual motions of 
the sun (though without any alteration in the heavenly 
bodies, which were soon returned to:thcir former station), 
but had not a perfect knowledge of them; or had corrupted 
their knowledge; for to those two mentioned in Scripture, 
in the time of Joshua and Hezckiah, the Egyptians added 
two more, and make them to have been near the same time. 
But the Jews themselves have been thus fabulous, who say 
in the chapter Chelek, that the day on which Ahaz died, was 
but two hours long; but now when Hezekiah's life was 
prolonged, God restored those ten hours which were then 
wanting, and so brought time even. * (Sec Schickard, in his 
Bechinah Happcruschim, p. 122.), They also believe this 
niiracic was wrought a little before sun-set; but that ex- 
cellent, person/ whom I have often mentioned,* Dr. Alix, 
thinks it evident it was before noon, about our ten of the 
clock. 

Ver. 12. At that time Berodach-Baladan, the son ofBa- 
ladan, king of Babylon.] Who is called Merodach-Baladan 
in Isa. xxxix. I.- "Mcrodach was the name of an idol 
among the Babylonians, as Baal or Bel was another; to- 
gether with Adan or Adonis, as Sir J. Marsham observes. 
Joscphus calls him BaXaSac, and so doth Bcrosus. He 
wasi,but <x tributary to the king of Assyria, till Nebuchad- 
nezzar came to reign, who cast off the yoke of Assyria, 
; and made thatmonarchy. subject to him. -,-. 



Sent letters.'] Some think to make a league with him 
against the king of Assyria : and, it is likely, to inquire 
about the .wonder done in the land, (2 Chron. xxxii. 31.) 

And apresent unto Hezekiah.] As the manner was when 
they sought any one's friendship. 

For he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick.] And 
therefore in these letters, I suppose, he also congratulated 
his happy recovery to health. 

Ver. 13. And Hezekiah hearkened unto them.] He gave 
them a friendly and benign audience (as Abarbincl ex- 
plains it), being glad at their coming, as Isaiah tells us, 
(xxxix. 2.) because he knew them to be enemies to Sen- 
nacherib. And the words seem to, import that they came 
about some weighty business, to which he consented. 

And shewed them all the house of his precious things, the 
silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the, precious oint- 
ment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was 
found in his treasures.] He was so pleased, or rather 
transported with joy, at the honour the king of Babylon 
had done him, that ho not only gave them a gracious au- 
dience, as was said before, but ordered his officers to shew 
them all the rarities he had in his treasures. For though 
his country had been lamentably' harassed by the king of 
Assyria, and he had endeavoured to appease him with 
great gifts, (xviii. 14, 15.) yet there were many good things 
remaining in Jerusalem ; and great presents had been 
made to Hezekiah, since the stroke from heaven upon Sen- 
nacherib's army, (2 Chron. xxxii. 23.) The precious oint- 
ment here mentioned, is called, by Kimchi and other He- 
brew doctors, apharsemon; which they say was the true 
balsam; not to be found any where, but near to Jericho. 

There was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominions, 
that Hezekiah shewed them not.] There were other valuable 
things in other parts of the realm, besides those in his own 
palace at Jerusalem, which he thought worth their seeing, 
and therefore ordered ,his officers to shew them to these 
ambassadors. 

Ver. 14. TJten came Isaiah the j>rophet unto king Heze- 
kiah, and said unto him, What said these men ? and from 
whence came they unto thee ? And Hezekiah said, They are 
come from afar country, even from Babylon.] He answers 
to the last part of Isaiah's question, but not a word of the 
first, what their business with him was? and he calls that 
a far country from whence they came (though it was not 
very remote), to express tho great honour that was done 
him,, by a prince at such a distance from him. 

Ver." 15. And he said, What have they seen in thy house?] 
He knew well enough w r hat they had seen ; but had a mind 
to hear whether Hezekiah would confess the truth, or ex- 
cuse his folly. 

And Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in my 
house Iiave they seen: there is nothing among my treasures 
that I have not shewed them.] He honestly relates the truth ; 
being insensible of how dangerous a piece of vanity he had 
been guilty; in shewing strangers those treasures, which 
he might well think would invite them to endeavour to 
make themselves masters of them. 

Ver. 16. And Isaiah said to Hezekiah, Hear the ivordof 
the Lord.] How he resents this action. Which was the 
more blamcable, because he had lately received such great 
benefits from God, and seen such an astonishing wonder as 
he wrought for the confirmation of his faith; whereby he 
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should have been moved not to glory in any thing but the 
goodness of God to him, nor confide in the friendship of 
great princes, but only in the power of the Almighty. 

Ver. 17. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine 
house, and that which thy fathers have laid up unto this day.} 
There had been several great kings in Judah who had over- 
come many enemies, and got great spoils, some remainders 
of which were still in their stores : but Isaiah foretells all 
should be carried away to that very place, from whence he 
had been complimented by those ambassadors. 

Shall be carriedinto Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith 
the Lord.] The most pertinent observation that I can make 
upon these words, is that of Dr. Jackson (in his Answer to 
John's Question), where he saith, that whosoever will con- 
sider the state of things in this time, and the small power 
which the Babylonians now had, in respect of their mighty 
neighbour the king of Assyria (whom the Jews had reason 
to fear above all other princes); the accomplishment of this 
prophecy of Isaiah was, according to human conjecture, far 
more unlikely and improbable, than if a man should in the 
last age have taken upon him to foretell, that the duke of 
Saxony, or some such prince in Germany, should conquer 
France and Spain, and lead them captive to Dresden. But 
the word of the Lord stands fast for ever; and Isaiah was 
proved a hundred and twenty-five years after to be a true 
prophet. .... > , [ 

Vcr. 18. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which 
thou shalt beget, shall they take away.] That is, his pos- 
terity descended from him. ...:.. 

And they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of 
Babylon.'] AVait upon him as his servants, (xxiv. 15.) 
This was partly fulfilled in Daniel and his companions, 
(Dan. i. 1.) • . ' 1 1 ' * . .- ^ * 

Ver. 19. TJien said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word 
of the Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not 
good, if peace and truth be in my days?] As if he had said, 
Thanks.be to God it is no worse; let him do his pleasure. 
Have I not reason to be thankful, if, according to his pro- 
mise, he deliver me from the king of Assyria, (ver. 6.) and 
not only prolong my days, but let me enjoy firm peace and 
true religion as long as I live ? • Some take this to be a care- 
less speech, as if he did not concern himself what became 
of his posterity, so he himself did live happily. But this 
is inconsistent with such a pious mind as he had; which, 
no doubt, was sensible of the vanity and pride for which 
the prophet reproved him ; and submitted to the punish- 
ment of it, which might have been immediately inflicted, if 
God had not been very merciful unto him. 

Ver. 20. And the rest oftJie acts of Hezekiah, and all his 
might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought 
water into the city.] If he brought water into the city by 
private passages, whereby the enemy was deprived of the 
benefit of it, while the city enjoyed it (as Grotius under- 
stands it), it was certainly a work of admirable contrivance. 
(See 2 Chron. xxxii. 3.) 

Are they not writtenin the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah?] The same great person here observes, 
that the book of the Chronicles spoken of here, and in other 
places, were journals, as these books were annals. Out 
of which journals Ezra took many more passages in his 
book of the Chronicles, not omitting what he had written in 
these annals. .. . . 



Ver. 21, And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: and Ma- 
nasseh his son reigned in his stead.] Here is no mention of 
his burial with his fathers in the city of David: but Ezra,, 
in 2 Chron. xxxii. 33. tells us they buried, him "in the 
chiefestof the sepulchres of the sons of David," and that 
all the people " did him honour at his death." 



CHAP. XXI. 

Ver. 1. IfJLANASSEHwas tiuelveyears old when he. began 
to reign; and he reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem:, 
and his mother's name tvas Hephzi-bah.] The years wherein 
he was captive in Babylon (2 Chron. xxxiii. 11.) must be 
comprehended in this number. 

t Ver. 2. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord 
cast out before the children of Israel.] He setup the gentile 
worship again: for being young, he was easily drawn aside 
by the princes and nobles, who never heartily joined in 
Hezekiah's reformation ; but were in all probability dis- 
pleased at it; and so revolted as soon as he was dead. 
For one cannot conceive how such a sudden change should 
be made in religion, and such gross idolatry restored, but 
from the general corruption of the great men, who had 
the management of this young king. -, 

1 Ver. 3. For he built up the high places which Hezekiah 
his father had destroyed, and he reared up the altars for 
Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Israel, and 
worshipped all the hosts of heaven, and served them.] The 
sun, the moon, and the stars, as Procopius Gazseus "ex- 
plains it. . . . * ; 

Ver. 4. And lie built altars.] To the gods of the neigh- 
bouring nations. 

In the house of the Lord.] In the very sanctuary itself ; 
for the'outward courts are mentioned in the next verse. 

Of which the Lord said, In Jerusalem will I put my name.] 
Where God appointed, that he himself alone should bo 
worshipped, (2 Sam. vii. 13.) , > - .. • . / 

Ver. 5. And he built altars for all the host of heaven in 
the'two courts of the house of the Lord.] The inner court, 
which was that of the priests, and the outward, which was 
that of the people, were profaned, together with - the sanc- 
tuary. . . . ... ,/Jv 

' Ver. 6. And he made his son pass through the fire.] In 

2 Chron. xxxiii. 6. it is said he caused his children to pass 
through the fire; which was a most abominable practice, 
strictly forbidden by Moses upon pain of death, (Lev. 
xviii. 21. xx. 2, 3.) / 

* And observed times, and used enchantments.] See Lev. 
xix. 21. Deut. xviii. 10, 11. . , 

• And dealt with familiar spirits, and wizards.] See Lev. 
xix. 31. . 

He wrought mttch wickedness in the sight of the Lord, to 
provoke him to anger.] For there were none before him 
who committed such things as these; which were the high- 
est provocations of God's displeasure. 
' Ver. 7. And he set a graven image of the grove which he 
had made in the house.] The Hebrew words in this place 
are Pesel haasherah, which our Selden hath well resolved 
(by comparing this with other texts) signify a wooden 
image of Ashtaroth, or Astarte. (Syntagm. ii. de Diis Sy- 
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ris, cap. 2.) For Baal and Astartc were chief gods of the 
Sidonians, whose worship was introduced by Ahab ; whom 
Manassch imitated, (ver. 3.) 

Of which the Lord said unto David, and to Solomon his 
son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I Jiave chosen 
out of all the tribes of Israel, ivill I put my name for ever.] 
I observed before what God said to David, and what he 
said to Solomon is recorded, 1 Kings viii. 29. ix. 3. But 
Manasseh endeavoured to make the name of the God of 
Israel to bo forgotten ; by placing other gods in his house. 

Ver. 8. Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any 
more out of the land which I gave their fathers ; only if they 
will observe to do according to all that I have commanded 
them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses 
commanded them.] This promise was included in the choice 
God made of Jerusalem to fix his dwelling-placo there: 
which was a security to them against all their enemies, if 
they proved obedient to him.. 

Ver. 9. But they hearkened not.] They had always been 
a rebellious people. 

And Manasseh seduced them to do more evil th'andid the 
nations whom the Lord destroyed before the children of Is- 
rael.] But in his reign their wickedness was grown to such 
a height, that it exceeded all that the people of Canaan had 
done ; whom God expelled to make room for the Israelites. 
For he broke all the laws of Moses, and! worshipped more 
idols than they did. Wc never read of horses consecrated 
to the sun till his time, (see xxiii. 11.) who in all proba- 
bility brought in that idolatry. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, 
saying.] Abarbinel makes account that Hosea, Joel, Na- 
hum, and Habakkuk, all prophesied in his days. And some 
think Obadiah also, and Isaiah: who,as the Jewssay, was 
sawn asunder by him. 

Ver. 11. Because Manasseh king ofJudahhath done these 
abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the 
Amorites did, which were before him.] The whole people of 
Canaan are comprehended under the name of Amorites; 
whd were most eminent of all the seven nations. (See Gen, 
xv. 16.) 

* And hath made Judah also to sin with his idols.] They 
were too much inclined to idolatry, by the long corruptions 
that had been among them; but he made them far worse 
than otherwise they would have been. For, as Jeremiah 
charges them, in the next reign but one, " according, to the 
number of their cities were their gods, and according to the 
number of the streets of Jerusalem, they set up altars to 
that shameful thing, to burn incense to Baal." (Jer. xi. 13.) 

Ver. 12. Tlterefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Be- 
hold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, 
that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle.] The 
report of it shall strike terror and horror into men, as Pro- 
copius Gazacus expounds it. (See 1 Sam. iii. 11.) 

Ver. 13. And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Sa- 
maria.] A metaphor from those who set out men's lots and 
portions, by drawing aline to divide them : and is as much 
as to say, he would give to Jerusalem the same measure 
that he had done to Samaria ; that is, pull it down to the 
ground; consume some of them by famine, others by the 
sword, and carry the rest into captivity, as the same Pro- 
copius glosses. 

And the plummet of the house of Ahab.] As they imi- 



tated his sin, so they should have his punishment; whose 
house was utterly destroyed. It seems to be a metaphor 
from builders, who measure with a line and a plummet what 
part of a building shall stand, and what be demolished. 

And I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping 
it, and turnirxg it upside down.] That is, leave no more peo- 
ple in it than you see any thing in a dish after it is emptied, 
and wiped, and turned upside down ; as the manner is when 
it is perfectly cleansed. So the meaning is, I will cleanse 
her of all her inhabitants, and leave none remaining. The 
Hebrew word which wc translate dish, the LXX. translate 
6 a\af$a<TTpog, an alabaster box of precious ointment, as the 
Chaldee translates it selucta, in which the Greek word X?/- 
kv$o$ lurks, (as the illustrious Spanhcmius observes upon 
Callimachus's hymn in Palad. ver. 13.) signifying that Je- 
rusalem was once in high esteem with God, like a precious 
ointment; but having lost its savour, he would reject her 
as a man doth such ointment when it is nothing worth. 

Ver. 14. And I will forsake the remnant of mine inherit* 
ance.] That is, Judah, who alone was left when the ten 
tribes were gone. 

And deliver them into the hands of their enemies, and they 
shall become a prey, and a spoil unto all their enemies.] As 
their brethren, the children of Israel, had been. 

Ver. 15. Because they 7uive done that which was evil in my 
sight, and have provoked meto anger from theday that their 
fathers came out of Egypt, even unto this day.] God now 
intended to punish them for all their former rebellions, ever 
since they were a people; which Manasseh had completed^ 
whose sin was so great, that it is sometimes mentioned as 
the sole cause of their captivity. (See Jer. xv. 4.). 

Ver. 16. Moreover, Manasseh shed innocent blood very 
much.] Upon which words Procopius Gazacus thus glosses: 
"He chiefly destroyed those who opposed themselves to 
his impiety, and denounced the Divine anger against him 
(that is, the prophets); They say he caused the prophet 
Isaiah to be sawed in sunder." So the Jews say in the 
Babylonian Talmud, in the treatise Jebamoth, and Justin 
Martyr in his dialogue with Trypho the Jew, and St. Je- 
rome upon Isa. xx. 27* Nay, the words of the apostle, 
Heb. xi. 37. t7rpicr%i)CFav are commonly referred to this, as 
primate Usher observes in his- Annals, ad A. M. 3306. 

Till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another.] 
Top-full, as we speak. For it is a metaphor from" mea- 
sures wet or dry, when they are filled up to the brim. 

Besides his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.] That is, besides 
his abominable idolatry. 

Ver. 17. Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all 
that he did, and his sin tltat he sinned; are they not written 
in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah ?] All 
that he did in his captivity, and after, was written in thfc 
journals, from whence Ezra took what we find in 2 Chronl 
xxxiii. 11, &c. 

Ver. 18. And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was 
buried hi the garden of his own house, in the garden ofUzza: 
and Amou his son reigned in his stead.] Some think this 
was the place where Uzziah was buried, (2Chron. xxvi. 23.) 
and that he chose to be buried here, as unworthy, because 
of his manifold sins (of which he repented), to be laid in the 
common sepulchre of the kings of Judah. 

Ver. 19. Amon xvas twenty and two years old when he 
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began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem.} 
Which is the number of years to which the sons of those 
kings arrived, who provoked God to anger; as some of the 
Jews observe in the stfn of Jeroboam, the son of Baasha, 
and the son of Ahab. (1 Kings xv.25. xvi. 8. xxii. 51.) 

And his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of 
Haraz of Jotbah. 

Ver. 20. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, as his father Manasseh did.] He imitated him in 
all things but in his repentance, as is observed, 2 Chron. 
xxxiii. 23. * " 

Ver. 21. And he walked in all the ways that his father 
walked in, and served the idols that his father served, arid 
worshipped them.] For he was bred up in idolatry," and so- 
lemnly consecrated by his father to the service of Moloch, 
(ver. 6.) 

Ver. 22. And he forsook the God of his fathers, and walked 
not in the way of the Lord.] As Hezekiah, and Jotham, 
and others of his pious ancestors had done. There are two 
doctors also in the chapter Chelek, the one of which saith, 
he burnt the book of the law; the other, that he lay with 
his own mother. 

Ver. 23. And the servants of Amon conspired against him, 
andsleiv him in his own house.] As he forsook God, whose 
servant he ought to have been; so his servants forsook 
him, and murdered him in his own palace. 

Ver. 24. And the people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon.] It was a thing of such per- 
nicious example to kill their king, though very bad, that 
the people would not suffer it to go unpunished. 

And thepeople of the land made Josiahhisson king in his 
stead.] The common people seem to have been better dis- 
posed than tho great men; who, it is probable, were en- 
gaged in the conspiracy against Amon. But it is not likely 
that the common people took upon them to constitute a 
king, but their elders and great men met, together with the 
people, upon such occasions as this, to declare to whom 
the right of succession belonged. Therefore, by the peo- 
ple of the land, must be meant the people assembled in the 
common council of the nation. 

Ver. 25. Noiv, the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, 
are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Judah?] There is nothing said here of him, but 
that he was a gross idolater: which was not the ground of 
the conspiracy against him ; but it is likely was related in 
the book here mentioned. 

Ver. 26. And he was buried in his sepulchre, in the gar- 
den of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned in his stead.] Ho 
was buried either in his father's sepulchre, or in one that he 
made for himself in the same place. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. *J OSIAH was eight years old when he began to 
reign, and he reigned' thirty and one years in Jerusalem: and 
his mothers name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of 
Boscath.] Who it is likely was a good woman, and took 
care to instil early good principles into him. 

Ver. 2. And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and 
turned not aside to the right hand, or to the left.] In him 



was verified the words of Solomon, (Prov. xx.ll.) "Even 
a child is knownby his doings, whether his work be pure, and 
whether it be right." For when he had reigned eight years, 
while he was yet young, as Ezra observes, he began to re- 
form all abuses in religion, (2 Chron. xxxiv. 3, &c.) 

Ver. 3. And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king 
Josiah, that the king sent Shaplian the son of Azaliah, the son 
ofMeshullam the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying.'] 
This was in the eighteenth year of his reign, not of his age, 
as we are told, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 8. 

Ver. 4. Go tip to Hilkiah the high-priest, that he may sum 
the silver which is brought- into the house of the Lord.] He 
ordered him to givo him an exact account of what money 
had been offered by pious people, for the reparation of the 
house of the Lord; as had been done in the reign of Je- 
hoash, (xii.4, &c.) 

Which the keepers of the door have gathered of thepeople.] 
They were the Levites, as we learn from 2 Chron. xxxiv. 9. 

Ver. 5. And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers 
of the work, that have the oversight of the house of the 
Lord: and let them give it to the doers of the work which 
is in the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the 
house.] They entrusted certain persons with the money, 
who were to oversee the work, (whose names are recorded 
in 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12.) and they delivered it to the workmen 
to buy materials for the reparation of the house, as it fol- 
lows in the next verse. 

Ver. 6. Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and 
to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house.] Builders 
(as distinguished from carpenters and masons) were such as 
laid the timber and the stone together, which the other had 
prepared. 

Ver. 7 J Howbeit, there was no reckoning made with them 
of the money that ivas delivered into their hand, because they 
dealt faithfully .] They were men of such approved honesty 
(like those in the days of Jehoash, xii. 15.) that there was 
no need to call them to an account how they laid out the 
money. 

Ver. 8. And Hilkiah the high-priest said unto Shaphan the 
scriM, I have found the book of the law in the house of the 
Lord: and Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read 
it.] The book of Deuteronomy, saith Procopius Gazeeus. 
But it was rather the whole book of the law written by 
Moses; that authentic copy which by God's command was 
laid up in the most holy place, (Dcut. xxxi. 24, &c.) About 
which the Hebrew doctors made great difficulties in their 
explication of this place, particularly It. Lipman in his 
Nitzacon, out of which Hottinger hath alleged a long pas- 
sage concerning this matter, in his Historica Ecclesiastica, 
N. T. sect. 1G. par. iv. p. 137. where he justly thinks it a 
wonder that Josiah should so early fear God, and begin to 
reform religion, if he had never seen the book of the law 
before this time. And how should the people have kept 
such a Passover, and the priests been so well instructed in 
the rites of it this very year ? (2 Chron. xxxiv. 19.) For the 
copies of the book now found could not be so soon made 
and dispersed every where as to teach them these things. 
It is most likely therefore, nay certain, that though this was 
the original book, yet the Jews had many copies of the law 
among them, though some of them perhaps imperfect or 
corrupted. For they report that Manasseh blotted the 
name of Jehovah out of all the books he could find. Hil- 
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kiah, therefore, rejoiced that he had found the original, by 
which all might be corrected. Which had been hid, it is 
probable, from the impious fury of their idolatrous kings, 
in some secret place of the temple, where it was now found 
when they were about to repair it : and the finding it at this 
very time, when Josiah was making a reformation of reli- 
gion, could not but be looked upon as a remarkable provi- 
dence, which very much afTected him, as we read afterward . 
Ver. 9. And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and 
brought the king word again, saying, Thy servants have 
gathered the money that was found in the house, and have 
delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that have 
the oversight of the house of the Lord.} He gives him an 
account that he had executed his commands, given him 
ver. 4 — G. 

Ver. 10. And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, 
Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book: and Shaphan 
redd it before the king.] Some part of it. It is said, indeed, 
in 2 Chron. xxxiv. 30. that " they read in the ears of the peo- 
ple all the book of the law/' But that was done afterward, 
and was done by parcels, not all atone time. -And so it 
follows here, xxiii. 2. that Josiah read, that is, caused 
some by his order to read, all the words of the book of the 
covenant that was found in the house of the Lord, in the 
ears of all the people. 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, when the king had heard the 
tvords of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.'] 
Being very much affrighted when he heard the dreadful 
thrcatenings against the transgressor of the law, read out of 
the book of Deuteronomy. At which the book opened, 
either bythe special providence of God, or by the design 
of Shaphan, who had read the book before he brought it to 
the king, (ver. 8.) The Jerusalem Talmud, and from thence 
Abarbinel, saith, that he happened to read the place where 
the punishment of their king is denounced, (Deut. xxviii. 
36.) or, that he observed the time drew near, when the pu- 
nishments God threatened would be inflicted, for their long 
offences against this law. According to what the king him- 
self here saith, ver. 13. " Great is the wrath of the Lord 
that is kindled against us," &c. By all which it is plain, 
the king had not written a copy of the law with his own 
hand, according to the command, Deut. xvii. 8. -Disuse 
often cancels the most excellent laws. For it is too pro- 
bable they had a long time neglected also to read the law 
publicly evory seventh year, (Deut. xxxiv. .9, 10.) ; 
- Ver. 12. And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and 
Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achor the son of Micaiah, 
and Shaphan the scinbe, and Asaiah a semant of the king's, 
spying.] Shaphan was a servant of the king, being secretary, 
or some such officer; but Asaiah, I suppose, was one that 
waited on his person, and was always about him. 

Ver. 13. Go ye and inquire of the Lord for me, and for 
the people.] Of Jerusalem. 

And for all Jndah, concerning the words of this book that 
is found: for great is the torath of the Lord that is kindled 
against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the 
words of this book, to do according, to all that which is 
written concerning us.] I suppose he sent them to inquire 
whether there were any hopes his anger might be ap- 
peased, and by what means.' 

Ver. 14. So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, 
andShaphan, and Asahiah,xvent unto Iluldah the prophetess, 



the wife of Shalhim the son of Tikvah, the son of^Harlia, 
keeper of the wardrobe.] It is certain that both Jeremiah 
and Zephaniah prophesied in the reign of Josiah; there- 
fore it may seem strange that they did not resort to one of 
them. , Of which Abarbinel gives this account/That Jere- 
miah was at this time absent from Jerusalem, being gone to 
convert the ten tribes ; or rather, being at his own house in 
Anathoth. And the same he supposes of Zephaniah, that 
he was not near at hand ; and therefore they went to Hul- 
dah, who lived at Jerusalem ; and the rather, as some sup- 
pose, because women are more inclined to pity. and com- 
passion than men. But this is an absurd reason, as Abar- 
binel well observes; for the prophets did not speak ac- 
cording to their own inclinations, but as God dictated to 
them. The Jews have a tradition in Massecheth Megillah, 
that eight prophets descended from Rahab, whereof Hul- 
dah was one. And Kimchi upon this place saith, Our doc- 
tors write, that three prophesied in the days of Josiah ; 
viz. Jeremiah in the streets or villages, Zephaniah in the 
synagogues, and Huldah among the women. 

Now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college, and they com- 
muned with her.] The Hebrew word mishneh, which we 
translate college (and which the Targum takes to signify a 
school), is, in the margin of our Bibles, translated the second 
part. For there were three walls about Jerusalem, as Abar- 
binel observes. Within the first of which lived artificers, 
and the common people ; within the second, the better sort, 
the wise men, prophets, and prophetesses, lived ; and within 
the third, was the mountain of the Lord, as they speak. 
Now of the middle part of. Jerusalem they think the holy 
MTiter here speaks, in which Huldah dwelt. 

Ver. 15. And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, Telltheman that sent you unto me.]Ro speaks in 
the prophetical style, and with great boldness tells him the 
plain truth. \ , 

Ver. 16. TJius saith the Lord, Behold, I xvill bring evil 
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all 
the words of the book ivhich the king of Judah hath read.] 
All the plagues threatened in Deut. xxviii. and other 
places. 

• Ver. 17. Because they have forsaken me, and have burnt 
incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to an- 
ger with all the work of their hands : therefore, my wrath 
shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched.] 
This was the answer to the king's inquiry; that the decree 
of God was peremptory and irresistible, against Judah 
and Jerusalem, for their extirpation ; and he adds the rea- 
son thereof. 

. Ver. 18. But to the king of Judah which sent you to in- 
quire of the Lord, thus shall ye say unto him, TJius saith tlie 
Lord God of Israel, As touching the tvords which thou hast 
heard.] As far as they concerned his person. 

Ver. 19. Because thy heart was tender, and thou hast 
humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou hcardest what I 
spake against this place, and agahxst the inhabitants thereof, 
that they should become a desolation and a curse, and liast 
rent thy clothes, and went before me: I also have heard thee> 
saith the Lord.]. Here are four tokens, as some observe, 
of a true repentance and conversion unto God. First, soft- 
ness of heart; which is opposed to that hardness which 
arises from unbelief of God's threatenings ; because faith 
majees men tenderly affected with them. Secondly, great 
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humility, arising from a sense of his unworthiness of any 
mercy. These two were inward: the other were outward; 
tokens of this inward sense ; which were rending his clothes, 
and weeping for his own, and for the public offences; 
which moved God to take some pity upoiibiiu, though he 
resolved to destroy the nation. 

Ver. 20. Behold, therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fa- 
titers.] The tinie hasting for their utter destniction, God 
would let him live but a short time; which was a mercy to 
him, that he might not see the miseries that were coming 
upon them. 

And tlioii shall go unto thy grave in peace; and thine eyes 
shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this place.'] 
Though he was slain in battle, (xxiii. &9.) yet he went to his 
grave in peace; because, as the next words explain it, he 
did not live to see the calamities which were inevitably 
threatened to come upon the nation; but left his kingdom 
in a peaceable condition. For the Egyptians, who slew 
him, gave them no long disturbance, and the Babylonians 
were not yet ready to come up against them. 

And they brought the king word again.'] Who immedi- 
ately set himself to do all the good he could for his time; 
though he could not prevent the evil that was coming. 



CHAP. XXIII. 

Ver. 1. jcjlND the king sent, and tltey gathered unto him 
all the elders of Jud&Ii and of Jerusalem.] Whom he ac- 
quainted with what he intended to do ; and, I suppose, had 
their consent, which gave the greater authority to what 
follows. 

Ver. 2. And the king went rip into the house of 'the Lord, 
and all the men df Judah, and all the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem, and the priests, aiid the prophets.] Jeremiah and Ze- 
phaniah were the principal prophets; and, it is likely, 
there were many more who are not mentioned. 

And all the people, both small and great: and he read 
in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant.] He 
ordered some to read (xxii. 10.) in* several places, so that 
all might h£ar ; for it is not likely that one man's voice 
could reach so great a multitude. 

Which was found in the house of the Lord.] Arid, some 
of the Jews say, was found lying open at that very place, 
where those words presented themselves, (Deut. xxviii. 
36.) which awakened the king to cause all the law of God 
to be read to them. 

Ver. 3. And the king stood by a pillar.] Unto which his 
throne adjoined; wherein the king was placed when he 
came to the temple, as the Hebrew doctors will have it. 
The king's scat, saith Jacob Juda Leo, was in the court of 
the Israelites, at the entrance into the court of the priests, 
by a marble pillar. There he sat when he came into the 
temple to worship God: there Joash was made king by 
Jehoiada: (xi. 14.) there Ilczckiah read before the Lord the 
blasphemous letter which the king of Assyria sent' him ; 
(xix. 14.) and there Josiah now made a covenant with God 
that he would serve him. (Sec Vitringa Proleg. ad lib. de 
Synag. Vctcri. cap. 4.) 

And made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the 
Lord, and to keep his comma?idments,- and his testimonies, 
and his statutes.] That is; all his laws of all sorts. 

VOL. II. 



With all their heart, and with all their soirf.] He made 
this covenant in his own name, and in tlie name of all the 
people, whom he engaged faithfully to God's service. 
" To perform tlie words of the covenant that were written 
in this book: and all the people stood to the covenant.] 
They gave their consent to the covenant; standing before 
the Lord as he did, and not stirring from the place where 
he propounded ituhto^them. 

Ver. 4. And the king commanded Jtilkiah the high- 
priest.]. It was very proper to commit the reformation of 
the house of God to the high-priest; and those who minis- 
tered under him. Some will have Hilkiah to be the father 
of Jeremiah, as is asserted by Greg. Abulfaragius, in his 
Histor. Dynastarum, p. 68/ Which' is an error; for Jere- 
miah was , a priest of Anathoth, whither Abiathar was ba- 
nished, of the seed, of Ithamar, from whom it is likely he 
was descended, (1 Kings ii« 26.) 

And the priests of the second order.] They that were 
under the high-priest; especially the sagan (as the Targum 
here hath it), who was the vicar of the high-priest, and 
stood at his right hand when he officiated, as the Jews tell 
us in joma, where they say a man could not be made a 
high-priest unless he had been first a sagan. 

And the keepers pfthe door.] Whom the Jews call amar- 
celim; which word wV find xii. 10. where the Targum ex- 
pounds it, priests tliat were treasurers t: that is, such Leyites 
as had the custody of the sacred money, which' was for the 
repair of the temple. And the Hebrew phrase is not much 
different, the keepers of the thresholds ; that is, the entrance 
into those chambers (as Hbttinger" thinks) wherein were 
kept such things as were of public usc.in the temple. Of 
which tliere were seven; wherein the priests' garments were 
laid up*, and other" such -like things'. * , ; . 

To bring forth out of the temple of the Lord all the 
vessels tliat there made for Baal.] The word we translate 
vessels, or instruments, signifies all the various furniture be-, 
longing to Baal, and the rest of the false gods, which served 
either for offering of incense, or sacrifices, or the vest- 
ments of the priests, &c. . 

For Baal.] Who was the principal idol, whose worship 
Ahab first introduced, and Manasseh restpred after Jehu 
had abolished it, as was said before, xxi. 3. 

And for the grove.]'! observed before, that' by a grove is 
meant the" image or idol of the grove; which Ahab had 
brought in alsoi (See there, xxi. 3. 7. and here below, 
ver. 6.)' 

And for all the host of heaven.] That is, the planets, and 
the rest of the stars, which the ^abaeans, and Chaldeans, 
and other eastern people, worshipped. Whom the Jews 
impiously imitated, though they had been taught, in the 
very beginning of their law, that the sun, the moon, and all 
the stars, were all created by their God. 

And he burnt them without Jerusalem in the fields ofKi- 
dron, and carried the ashes of them into Beth-el] Which 
place (where, as Kimchi speaks, was the very foundation 
of idolatry) he polluted and profaned^ by casting this filth 
there; that they who, were wont to worship the calves in 
tliat place might avoid it, and not come near it. 

Ver. 5. And he put down^the idolatrous priests, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high 
places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about 
Jerusalem.'] These idolatrous priests are called chemarim 
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in the Hebrew, because they were clothed in black gar- 
ments: (as Kimchi gives the reason, both upon this place 
and upon Zcphan. i. 4.) whereas the priests of the Most 
High were clothed in white; especially those whose genea- 
logy was not questioned. They, indeed, who could not 
make out their descent, were clothed in a black habit, to 
distinguish them from undoubted priests: and so were they 
who had any defect or blemish in their body, as appears 
from the Talmud in Middoth. And indeed it is certain, 
that they among the heathens, who sacrificed to the infernal 
gods, were clothed with such vestments, as appears by Ca- 
nidia in Horace, lib. i. sat. 8. and Medea in Apollonius 
Rhodius, lib. iii. ver. 861.; from whence some think they 
had the name of fit\avi)<f>6poi, which we find in some ancient 
inscriptions. And thus the Egyptians bewailed Osiris, all 
which was suitable to their mighty sacrifices; wherein they 
were sad for the absence of the sun, who was meant by 
Osiris, as Gilbertus Cuperus observes in his Harpocrates, 
p. 129. And here now we have found the original of these 
chemarim, priests clothed in black. For it w T as a black ox 
which represented Osiris among the Egyptians, and it was 
covered IpaTttg filXavi fivacrivy, with a black silk garment; 
from whence, in all likelihood, the priests came to be so 
clothed. 

Them also that burnt incense unto Baal, to the sun, and 
to the moon.'] Here Baal is distinguished from the sun; and 
therefore signifies the same with Belus, who was a deified 
king: and indeed it is highly probable, that not only Baal, 
but Moloch and Adonis, were* the names only of some very 
potent kings, who were adored when they were dead, and 
in time were thought to be real gods. 

And to the planets, and to all the hosts of heaven.] The 
Hebrew word Mazaloth, which the LXX. pronounce Ma- 
zuroth, is thought by Procopius Gazaeus to be the name of 
a star, and most likely the evening star: which others take 
to signify a constellation, as we translate it in the margin; 
or all the twelve signs. For the Jewish astronomers call 
the zodiac, ophan-hamazaloth, the circle of the signs. 

Ver. G. And he brought out the grove from the house of 
the Lord, without Jerusalem, vnto the brook KidronJ] By 
the grove, as I have observed before, is meant the image of 
the grove, or, in plainerwords, Ashtaroth: for so Procopius 
Gazaeus saith, that where the LXX. translate this word 
the grove, others render it 'Atn'ipwS, or \AorapwS; that is, 
'Atxrapri?, Or Venus* For rr\$ ' A<f>poSiri)g to %6avov ivZov tu- 

Tt\vav Iv r$ Shy vt$, they had set up the statue of Venus in 
the temple of God. (See Selden, Syntag. ii. de Diis Syris, 
cap. 2.) 

And burnt it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small 
to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of 
the children of the people.] Which by .the law were impure 
and unclean; and such he declared these ashes to be, 
and actually made them to be unclean, that none might 
touch them; much less gather them up as sacred relics. 
And so Kimchi expounds this place, He brought forth the 
wooden statue of Diana, which Manasseh had placed 
there, (xxi. 7.) and having burnt it and stamped it to pow- 
der, scattered the ashes on the graves of the idolaters, in 
detestation and contempt of their idolatry. , 

Ver. 7. And he brake down the houses of the Sodomites, 
which' were by the house of the Loj'd.] From this some 
gather they were come to such a height of wickedness, that 



there were those among them who exposed their bodies to 
be abused contrary to nature, hi honour of those filthy dei- 
ties which they worshipped. For these public houses were 
near the temple of the Lord ; and therefore these were per- 
sons consecrated to impurity, contrary to Deut. xxiii. 17. 
(See 1 Kings xiv. 24.) And so the ancient interpreters here 
understand corporal filthiness: only the Chaldee translates 
it, the houses of things consecrated to idols. R. Solomon 
Jarchi thinks it probable, that among those who worship- 
ped the statues of the moon, or Venus, there were those 
who prostituted themselves to filthy mixtures. But Mr. 
Selden, by Kedeschim (which we translate Sodomites), un- 
derstands the priests of Astarte, whom St. Jerome, upon 
Hosea iv. calls exsectos, upon pretence of greater purity, 
depriving themselves of those parts that serve for pro- 
creation of children. 

Where the women wove hangings for the grove.] For 
Asherah, or Astarte, beforementioned ; as Selden expounds 
it in the forenamed place. These hangings, or curtains, en- 
compassed the image, and made a kind of house for it, as 
the Hebrew word imports, which the Greeks called Kaia- 
kovc and vatSia, little temples or habitations. Into those 
tents the worshippers went, and there committed all man- 
ner of lewdness ; for they had not arrived to such a degree 
of impudence, as not to seek for privacy in their filthiness. 

Ver. 8. And he brought all the priests out of the cities of 
JudahJ] Would not suffer them to dwell there, to corrnpt 
the people. 

And defiled the high places where priests had burnt in- 
cense.] He made them, saith Kimchi, receptacles of im- 
purity, by casting dead carcasses there, arid other such-like 
unclean things ; that so he might remove out of the peo- 
ple's hearts all idolatry : for where sweet odours were wont 
before to be, there was nothing but stench. 

From Geba to Beer-sheba.] That is, throughout the whole 
country ; for Geba was in the northern parts, and Beer-sheba 
in the southern. (See 1 Kings xv. 22. Judg. xx. 1.) 

And. brake down the high places of the gates that were in 
the entering in of the gate of Joshua, the governor of the 
city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city.] 
The high places of the gates seem to have been erected 
there, to offer incense to those tutelar gods, unto whom their 
idolatrous kings had committed the protection of their city. 
And Kimchi thinks that the governor of the city had his 
private household god, and a portable altar whereon he of- 
fered to his domestic idol. "Which Josiah did not spare : 
but let the greatest men see his impartial zeal against 
all idolatry. 

Ver. 9. Nevertheless the priests of the high places came 
not up to the altar of the JjOrd in Jerusalem, but they did eat 
of the unleavened bread among their brethren.] He mixed 
mercy together with severity. For though he did not sutler 
those priests^ who had offered incense in those high places, 
(directly contrary to the law, Deut. xii. 11.) to offer sacri- 
fices at God's altar; because they had defiled themselves 
with that sinful worship, though to the true God ; yet he 
permitted them to partake of the bread of the priests, which 
comprehends all those parts of any sacrifice that were the 
priest's portion. He mentions, indeed, only the meat-offer- 
ing, which was to be of unleavened bread ; (Lev. ii. 4, 5.11.) 
but that is put by a synecdoche for all other offerings be- 
longing to the priests. So that they were put into the con- 
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dition of those priests that had any blemish ; who might not 
offer the bread of their God: (Lev. xxi. 17—21.) but they 
might eat the bread of their God, both of the holy and most 
holy, (Lev. xxi. 22. Ezek. xliv. 10.) 

Ver. 10. And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of 
the son ofHinnom.] By throwing all manner of filth into 
it, as well as by throwing down the altars on which they 
sacrificed their children, as the Syriac and Arabic seem to 
understand it. 

That no man might make his son or his daughter pass 
through the fire to Moloch.] Though a great number of the 
Hebrew doctors think that their passing their . children 
through the fire, was nothing more than making them pass 
between two fires, whereby they were consecrated to that 
idol; yet it is certain, as I have shewn before, (xvi. 3.) that 
they offered their children sometimes as burnt-sacrifices to 
idols ; which was a thing so horrid, that perhaps they in- 
vented this instead of it, to make them pass through two 
fires: or, perhaps, the opinion of Maimonides may be 
true, that they did not burn their children to Moloch, as* 
fhey did to other idols; but the entire worship of Moloch 
was absolved, by making children only pass through the 
fire to him; as his words are in his book of Idolatry, cap. 6. 
sect. 5.; which -may be confirmed from Jer. xix. 5. where 
he saith, they burnt their sons with fire unto Baal in To- 
pheth. (See Selden, Syntag. i. de Diis Syris, cap. 6. where 
he largely treats of this.) 

Ver. 11. And he took away.] That is, he destroyed, as 
the Hebrew word signifies, ver. 5. where we translate it, 
he put down the chemarim; that is, destroyed or slew 
those priests, as Bochartus interprets it. So Lev. xxvi. 6. 
we translate the same word, I will rid evil beasts out of the 
land; that is, destroy them. The LXX. here translate it 
KariKavnt, he burnt the horses; as before, KarUdvat x<*>f*wpw> 
he burnt the priests. Though, perhaps, in both places it 
should be KartTravrrz, he made to cease, as the Hebrew word 
literally signifies. 

The horses that the kings ofJudah had given to the stin.] 
'That is, had consecrated to the sun; as Lev. xx. 2. they 
are said to give their children to Moloch. A great num- 
ber of authors tell us, that among several nations these 
animals were sacred to the sun (as hawks and some 
other creatures were), because of their swiftness in their 
course. But it is uncertain whether they were kept to 
be sacrificed to the sun (as they were among the Mas- 
sageta;, Persians, Armenians, and other people mentioned 
by Bochartus), or only to be led forth in pomp (as some 
of the Jews speak) every morning to meet the rising sun. 
Or, as others take it, the worshippers of the sun got 
upon these horses early in the morning, and rode out to 
adore the sun at its rising. (See Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. 
xi. cap. 10.) 

At the entering in of the house of the Lord, by the cham- 
ber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain.] Or, the eunueh, 
who was some great officer in the court. 

Which was in the miburbs.] So the Targum interprets the 
word Parvarim ; which most translations retain qs the 
name of a place, unto which the street in winch these 
horses were kept reached ; from the chamber of Nathan- 
melech. He was the principal officer, perhaps, that 
looked after, them ; and had the oversight of all those 
stables which were built from the temple gate to Par- 



varim. And perhaps he rode out himself every morning 
upon one of them, to salute the rising sun in the king's 
name. 

And burnt the chariots of the sun with fire.] The ancients 
fancied the sun itself was carried about in a chariot (as 
Bochart observes in the place abovementioned), and there- 
fore chariots as well as horses were dedicated to it. Which 
he makes an argument, that they were not mere brazen, 
silver, or golden statues of horses that are here meant; but 
real living horses to draw those chariots. (See Vossius, de 
Orig. et Prog. Idol. lib. xi. cap. 4.) Some of those who 
think they were only " imagines equorum et quadrigarum," 
(as Selden speaks, Syntag. ii. de Diis Syris, cap. 8.) images 
of horses and chariots, made of some metal or other, imagine 
they were represented in the shape of griffins, as the fa- 
mous M. Spoon thought. (See Dr. Hyde, de Relig, Vet. 
Pers. p. 117.) 

Ver. 12. And the altars that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made.] 
They were, not satisfied with the public altars they had 
made, in a vast number of high places : but the roofs of 
their houses being flat, they made altars there, (see Jer. 
xix. 13. xxxii. 29. Zephan. i. 5.) and particularly upon 
the king's palace, where they worshipped the sun, moon, 
and stars. But this could not privilege them from destruc- 
tion, that they were on the top of the king's house. 

And the altars that Manasseh had made in the two courts 
of the house of the Lord, did the king beat down, and brake 
them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the 
brook Kidron.] It is said in 2 Chron. xxxiii. IS. that when 
Manasseh repented, he took away all the altars he had 
made in the mountain of the house of the Lord : and I sup- 
pose those in the courts of the priests and of the people 
were then removed. But Amon set them up again in the 
very place where Manasseh had erected them ; and so they 
are here called his altars. 

Ver. 13. And the high places that were before Jerusalem, 
which were on the right hand of the mount of Corruption.] 
That is, Mount Olivet, (1 Kings xi. 2.) which was ancient- 
ly called Harmischah, the mount of Unction; because of 
the olives that grew there in great plenty ; but, by way of 
contempt and scorn, was called by the prophets Harmas- 
chith, the mount of Corruption, because of the idols that 
were placed there, whereby the people were corrupted in 
their religion. 

Which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ash-- 
toreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Cliemosh 
the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomi- 
nation of the children of Amtnoti.] It is not to be doubted 
but these detestable idols had been taken away by such 
religious kings as Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Hezekiah; but 
they were restored "again by their impious successors, in 
the very same place, and the same figure with those ancient 
ones; and so are here called those that Solomon made, be- 
cause he was the first author of them, or at least permitted 
them to be made by his wives, and connived at their wor- 
ship, as R. Levi thinks. 

Did the king defile.] By dead men's bones, and other un- 
clean things, which he threw into those places. 
„ ; Ver. 14. And he brake down the images, and cut down 
the groves.] Wherein the images were. 

And filled their places with the bones of men.] Which ho 
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caused to bo digged out of their graves, and burnt ; being 
the bones of idolatrous priests, (ver. 16.) 

Ver. 15. Moreover, the altar that tvas at Beth-el] For 
this city and the territories thereof had been under the 
power of Jud$h, ever since the reign of Ahijah, (2 Chron. 
xiii. 19, 20.) 

And the high places which Jeroboam the son ofNebat, 
who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the 
high place, he brake down, and burnt the high place, and 
stamped it mall as powder, and burnt the grove.] That is, 
Ue burnt the golden calf, as Mr. Sclden thinks ; for Ashe- 
rah commonly signifies some image, as he shews in his dis- 
course about Astarte, whose image it is likely this was ; 
for the golden calf, as the Jews think, was carried away 
before this. But that is not certain: and Selden's opinion 
is probable, that the golden calves were made of wood 
gilded over, and thence called golden, which were easily 
burnt. (Syntag. i. dc Diis Syris, cap. 4.) 

Ver. 1G. And as Josiah turned himself.'] Looking, round 
about him ; being resolved to trust no man's eyes but his 
own, in discovering the monuments of idolatry. 

He spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount.'] It 
is not said whose sepulchres they were ;. but it is probable 
of the idolatrous priests (for in the Chronicles he is said to 
have burnt their bones), and of the prophets and great men, 
who had been instruments to promote Jeroboam's idolatry. 
And sent and took tjie bor.ss out of the sepulchres, and 
burnt them upon the altar, and polluted it.] For nothing 
was more, unclean than. that which had touched dead men's 
bones.. 

According, to the word of the Lord, which the man of God 
proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.] Who foretold, 
three hundred and sixty years ago these very things should* 
be done by a king called Josiah, (1 Kings xiii. 2.) 

Ver. 17. Tlien he said, What title is that that L see?] 
There was one stone, or pillar, I suppose, more eminent 
than the re^st, with the name of the persons buried under 
&Z and therefore called, a title,, because there was;annhr 
scrjption engraven upon it,* according to the custom, among, 
the Jews (as now among us), to preserve) thereby the me^. 
mory of those theyloved. 

And the- men of the city told him, It* is the sepulchre of 
tjiefman of God, which came from, Judith, and proclaimed 
these things- that thou hast done against the altar of Beth- 
el.] The king was the more curious (as Rasi,. and Kiinchi; 
ateo; fe telli the story- out;of the Midfasch) to know whose 
grave that was; because on one side of it he saw nettles 
and thistles grow, and on the other side myrtles and other 
odoriferous plants; signifying that there lay a tme.prophefc 
and a false. For which there is no ground, butitheir fabu- 
lous fancy. 

Verrl8. And he.said\,Let him alone;: Ut no man movehis 
bones.] It is pertinently observed by, Joh. Wolfius, thafr 
if pious persons in those days had had. the same opinion; 
about relics, which now- is in the church of Rome, the 
king would not merely have ordered his bones to lie quiet 
and undisturbed, but put them into golden boxes, and car- 
ried thenvtio Jerusalem, to be there religiously worshipped 
by" the people. 

And they let his bones alone 9 and the bones of the prophet 
that came out of Samaria*] That is,. out" of 'the country of 
Samaria. 
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Ver. 19. And all the houses also of the high places.]' 
What these houses were, whether places for worship, or for 
the habitation of tho priests of the high places (mentioned 
in the next verse), is uncertain. It is most likely the for- 
mer; because they provoked God to anger. 

That were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of 
Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger.] In such 
cities of Samaria as w r ere in the possession of the king of 
Judah ; for upon the fall of the Assyrian empire, many of 
the cities, no doubt, became subject to their old masters. 

Josiah took away, and did unto them according to all 
the acts that he had done in Beth-el.] That is, he brake 
them down, and burnt them, and stamped them to powder, 
(ver. 15.) 

Ver. 20. And he slew all the priests of the high places 
that were there upon the altars.] There were some priests* 
of the high places (of whom we read before, ver. 8, 9.) that 
he did not kill; for they were such as sacrificed only unto 
God in the high places. But those whom he slew, were 
either the priests of Jeroboam who worshipped the calves, 
and had no right to the priesthood, (but had invaded it by 
the favour of their king); or such priests of the order of 
Aaron as sacrificed to Baal, or other false gods. * 

And burnt men's bones upon them.] Which w r as the high- 
est pollution of those altars, (ver. 13, 14.). 

And returned to Jerusalem.] Having made a progress 
through all the country, to abolish idolatrous worship 
where it was practised; he returned to Jerusalem, there to 
restore the solemnities of true religion. 

Ver. 21. And the king commanded all the people, saying, 
Keep the Passover unto the Lord your God, as it is written in 
the book of this covenant.] AVhich he had bound them and 
himself to observe,(ver.3.) and now tried them whether they 
would stand to the covenant, as they promised, by making 
a proclamation through the whole kingdom that they should 
keep this feast, which was a* commemoration of the great- 
est benefit God ever bestowed on them, before the.giving 
. thenvthe law, for it made them a free nation. 

Ver.. 22. Surely there ivas not held* such a Passover, from 
the days of tlie judges, nor in all the days of the kings of Is- 
rael, and of the kings of Judah.] Since the time of the pro- 
phet Samuel, the last- of their judges, there had never been 
such a great concourse of people at any Passover, nor such' 
a> multitude of sacrifices offered ; nor such an exact ob- 
servation of the rites- and ceremonies belonging to this 
feast, For in the time of Hezekiah many were absent; and' 
many had not purified themselves as.thcy ought: but now, 
as Ralbag expounds iti they were all turned to the Lord; 
and there were no idolaters nor apostates among them. 
(See Seldcn, lib. i. de Syned. cap. 12. p. 478.) 

Ver. 23. But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein 
this Passover tvas held nnto the Lord in Jerusalem.] \n the 
same year that he took care to have the temple repaired, 
(xxii. 3.) and to purge it from all idols, (xxiii. 4.) he restored 
the true worship of God to such* purity, as it had not been 
in for some ages. . 

Ver. 24. Moreover, the ivorkers with familiar spirits, and 
the wizards.] Of which see what I have noted upon Lev. 
xix. 31. xx. G. 

And the images.] In the Hebrew the teraphim, which 
were very ancient among idolaters, as I have observed upon 
the book of Genesis, xxxi. 19. 



CHAP. XXIII*] 



THE SECOND BOOK OF tftE KINGS. 



6$9 



And the idols J] Of which there were many sorts, that are 
all comprehended in this word. 

And all the abominations that xoere spied in the land of 
Judah, and in Jerusalem.'] What these* abominations were 
is not certain, but it is likely they were such as Ezekiel saw 
and describes in aftertimes; when God shewed him what 
odious things they committed secretly. (See Ezek. viii. 6. 
9, 10. 13. 15, &c.) 

Did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words 
of the law, which were written in the book tlutt Hilkiah the 
priest found in tlu, house of the Lord.] He had his spies, it 
is probable, to discover all secret idolatry, as well as pub- 
lic, which, being found out, he abolished, as abominable 
unto God. > 

Ver. 25. And like unto him was there no king before him, 
that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his 
soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of 
Moses; neither after him arose there any like him.] He doth 
not compare him with David and Hezekiah (as Procopius 
Gazaeus here notes), but with other pious kings, such as 
Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Jotham ; who were far inferior to 
him in piety. And . Hezekiah himself was not so exact, 
and did not make such a thorough search as he did, after 
all idolatrous practices. The nation also was so much cor-^ 
rupted since his days, by his son Manasseh, who reigned a 
long time, that it made the work of reformation more diffi- 
cult in the timo of Josiah. Yet in some regard Hezekiah 
excelled him ; and therefore the same character is given of 
him xviii. 5. which is here given of Josiah; because of 
his trust in God, in the. time of his greatest distress, for 
which he. was very eminent. But as to repentance; Josiah 
was most exemplary. 

Ver, 2G. Notwitlistanding the Lord turned not from the 
fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kin- 
dled against Judah, because of all the provocations that Ma- 
nasseh had provoked him withal.] Though Josiah was 
most sincere in what he did, and omitted nothing to restore 
the purity of God's worship among them; yet he could not 
procure the preservation of the nation from destruction, 
but only a forbearance, of it- for a time. For the people 
were so corrupted by Manasseh, that" they rather complied 
with Josiah in his reformation, than heartily desired it, out 
of an inward affection to it. The innocent blood also shed 
by Manasseh was unpardonable, (xxiv. 3, 4.) Of which the 
people it is likely approved, and so fell under an irreversi- 
ble sentence of destruction. (See Ezek. xxiv. G.) 

Ver. 27. And the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out 
of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this 
city Jerusalem, which I have chosen, and the house of which 
I said, My name shall be there.] He peremptorily decreed 
that they should be carried away captive, as the ten tribes- 
had been; and that his Divine presence among them- 
should not save< them; but he would abandon his own- 
dwelling-place, and, removing frointheni, leave them aprey 
to their enemies : which we find- livelily represented in 
Ezek.'x. 18, 19, where the* prophet saw, the glory of the 
Lord departing* from his house, and carried away by the* 
cherubims. . . 

This may seem strange, as Abarbinel observes, that God- 
should thus visit the sins of Manasseh, of which he had* 
repented; and not be reconciled after Josiah had abo- 
lished all monuments of idolatry, and the Israelites had' 



kept such a Passover, as 2 is befor&oieritioned : unto which 
he answers, that though it be said M'&nbsseh' repented/ yet • 
it is not said he turned to God' with all' hi? heart, arid with 
all his soul, as Josiah did. For Manasseh repented onty • 
when he was in great distress ; and though he repented, the 
people did not; but fell to theit idolatrous practices as > 
soon as he w v as dead, following his wicked son Am on. 
Nay, he thinks in the days of Josiah they were little bet- * 
ter, as he gathers from the eleventh and twelfth of Jere- 
miah; To which may be added what we read in the pro-~ 
phet Zephaniah, who lived in the days of Josiah, and 
threatened in the name of God, "I will utterly consume 
all things from' off the land, and consume both man and 
beast," (Zeph. i. 2, 3.) For they were still private idola- 
ters, though they complied with the public reformation; 
swearing by the Lord, and by Malcom ; and when the high 
places were taken away, worshipping the host of heaven 
upon the house-tops, (ver. 5.) 

Ver. 28. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah ? 

Ver. 29. In his days Pharaoh-Nechoh king of Egypt.] 
Whom Herodotus, in his second book, calls Nbca>c> and 
mentions the fight which he had with the Syrians, h May- ' 
SdXy. (See Usher's Annals, ad A. M. 3394.) 

Went up against the king of Assyria.'] Who wag then 
king of Babylon; for he had subdued the Assyrians, and 
brought them under his empire. There are those, indeed, 
who think this happened before that time, and that this 
king of Egypt w r ent to revenge the injuries done them by 
Sennacherib; ahdlic hoped for the better success, because' 
he was much weakened by that slaughter the angel had 
made of his army; and because the IVtedes and Babylo-' 
nians had rebelled against the Assyrians. But why Jo- 
siah should go to help the Assyrians no account can be 
given. Our forementioned primate hath' better expounded 
it r that as the king of Persia, having subdued Babyjon and 
Assyria, is called the king of Assyria; (Ezra vi. 22.) so' 
here the king of Babylon, having subdued Assyrians called 
king of Assyria. Besides that, Babylon was anciently ac- 
counted a part of Assyria ; and the land of the Chaldeans 
is said to he founded by the Assyrians, (Isa. tfxiii. 13.) 
And thus Josephus expressly saith, (lib. x. Antiq. cap.6i) 
MtjSovc 7ro\ifiwy teal rove BafivXwviovg, ol rrjv 'Affffvpiov 
KariXvvav apyfl v * Th e king' of Egypt came to fight the 
Medes and Babylonians, who had, overturned the Assyrian 
empire. 

To the river Euphrates.] To besiege Carchemish, which 
lap upon that river; as we read'2Chron. xxxv. 20. which 
city was possessed by the Assyrians in the time of Senna- 
cherib; (Isa. x. 9.).but their empire being overthrown, ^re- 
turned* under the power of the Babylonians. . 

And king Josiah went' against 1 him.] Being afraid he in- 
tended to invade his country in his passage; or to divert' 
him from his expedition against the Babylonians, with 
whom* he was inleague. It is likely the latter was the rea-' 
son; for the king^of Egypt' assured him he hatd.no quarrel 
with him,* and yet he would fight him, (2*Chron.xxxv. 
21, 22.) 

And he slew him in Megiddo.] Gave him a mortal wound ; 
of which he died, not till he came to Jerusalem, (2 Chron. 
xxxv. 24.) 
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Wlim he had seen him.'] At the first brunt, as soon as they 
had joined battle. (See xiv. 8.) 

Ver. 30. And his servants carried him in a chariot dead 
from Megiddo.] Mortally wounded (as I said before), which 
befel him, the Jews think, because he did not ask counsel 
of the Lord, by the prophet Jeremiah. 

And brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own 
sepulchre.'] With such lamentations, as we no where read 
were made for any other king, (2 Chron. xxxv. 25.) which 
continued so long that it became a proverb, (Zech. xii. 11.) 
And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Jo- 
siah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's 
stead.] He is called Shallum, Jer. xxii. 11* and was younger 
than Jehoiakim, as appears by this, that he was but 
twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and reigned 
but three months : after which Jehoiakim being made king, 
was twenty-five years old, (ver. 31. 3G.) But the people 
preferred Jehoahaz before him, because perhaps he was 
the more warlike person. And they anointedhim, as Abar- 
binel thinks, because, perhaps, he was not the first-born, 
and his title questionable. For they anointed persons only 
when there was a controversy about the succession. Ral- 
bag, also, is of opinion, that the people by force made him 
a king against his will ; which he will have to be the im- 
port of that phrase, they took Jehoahaz, &c. 

Ver. 31. Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned three montlis in Jerusalem: and 
his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah 
ofLibnah.] His father Josiah had four sons, and this was 
the youngest of them, as appears from 2 Chron. iii. 15. 
where he is called Shallum, as he is by the prophet Jere- 
miah. Which name our great primate thinks seemed to the 
people to be of an ill omen (for Shallum king of Israel 
reigned but one month), which made them change it into 
Jehoahaz ; which proved not much more fortunate to him, 
for he reigned but three months, ad A. M. 3371. 

Ver. 32. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done.] After 
the, example of Ahaz, Manasseh, Amon, and such-like 
wicked kings; his mother, perhaps, having infused ill prin- 
ciples into him. - 

Ver. 33. And Pharaolt-Nechoh put him in bands at Riblah, 
in the land ofHamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem.] 
When he returned from his expedition against the Babylo- 
nians, he deposed this prince, as an usurper ; or hearing 
that he intended to be revenged of him for his father's 
death ; or that he was of a turbulent spirit, and so put it 
out of his power to give him any disturbance. 

And put the land to a tribute of a hundred talents of sil- 
ver, and a talent of gold.] In token of their subjection 
to him. 

Ver. 34. And Pharaoh-Nechoh made Eliakim the son of 
Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father.] For the eldest 
son Johanan, in all likelihood, was dead. 

And turned his name to Jehoiakim.] As the manner of 
conquerors was; to change the names of those whom they 
had subdued, in token of their absolute power over them. 
(See Dan. i. 7.) And theforenamed primate thinks he gave 
him this name, that he might testify he ascribed his victory 
over the Babylonians to Jehovah, the God of Israel; who, 
he said, excited him to that expedition, (2 Chron. xxxv. 



And he took Jehoahaz away, and he came to Egypt, and 
died there.] According to the prophecy of Jeremiah, whom 
God sent to call this new king and the people to repent- 
ance, (xxii. 1—3.) " Weep ye not for tho dead (i. e. for 
Josiah), neither bemoan Jiim, but weep sorely for him that 
goeth away (that is, for Shallum), for he shall return no 
more, nor see his native country, &c. but he shall die in 
the place whither they shall lead him captive," &c. (Jer. 
xxii. 10—12.) 

Ver. 35. And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to 
Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give themoncy, according 
to the commandment of Pharaoh.] For the treasures of the 
Lord's house, and of the king's, it seems were empty. " 

He exacted tlie silver and the gold of the people of the 
land, of every one according to his taxation, to give it to 
Pharaoh-Nechoh.] Proportionable to every man's estate. 

Ver. 30. Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when 
he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem ; 
and his mother's name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pe- 
daiah of Rumah.] In the very beginning of his reign Jere- 
miah was sent to him with a message from God, to bring 
him to repentance, Jer. xxvi. 1 — 3. xxvii. where he seems 
(ver. 12.) to have told his brother Zedekiah that he 
should be king, if Jehoiakim was disobedient; and exhorts 
him not to be so. 

Ver. 37. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his fathers had done.] See ver. 
32. For he killed the prophet Urijah, and was at the charge 
to fetch him out of Egypt, whither he fled to save his life, 
(Jer. xxvi, 20, 21, &c.) And if it had nofbeen for Ahikam, 
the son of Shaphan, who had been a great man in his fa- 
ther Josiah's court, he had served Jeremiah in the same 
manner, ver. 24. - 

CHAP. XXIV. 

Ver. 1. JLN his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came up.] He is called by heathen writers, Nabo-col-assar: 
and, as primate Usher thinks, Nebopolassar was his fa- 
ther. He begun his reign in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, 
as Jeremiah tells us; (xxv. 1.) when, having smote the 
army of Pharaoh-Nechoh, at Carchemish, near Euphrates, 
(Jer. xlvi. 2.) he came up to make the Jews tributaries to 
him, as they had been to Pharaoh. 

And Jehoiakim became his servant three years; and he 
turned and rebelled against him.] He omits his being bound 
in chains, and carried to Babylon, which was in the fifth 
year of king Nebuchadnezzar, and the eighth of Jehoiakim, 
2 Chron. xxxvi.G. where, having been kept awhile, and 
promising fidelity to. Nebuchadnezzar, he restored him to 
his kingdom, in which he served him three years ; and then 
in his ninth year rebelled against him, by the instigation, 
it is probable, of Pharaoh, who began to gather strength 
again. But this proved fatal to him, for Pharaoh was not 
able to help him, (ver. 7.) 

Ver. 2. And the Lord sent against him bands of the Chal- 
dees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, 
and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against 
Judah to destroy it.] These were all subject to Nebuchad- 
nezzar, whom he sent to chastise Jehoiakim, before he 
came himself, and besieged Jerusalem, and carried away 
part of the vessels of the house of the Lord, &c. Forihis 
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was the third year mentioned by Daniel, after he was re- 
stored to his kingdom, (Dan. i.l, 2.) when he, Hananiah, 
Michael, and Azariah, were carried captive to Babylon, 
(ver. 6.) 

According to the word of the Lord, which he spake by his 
servants the prophets.'] By the prophet Isaiah, xx. 17, 18. 
of this book, and by Huldah, xxii. 16. and Jeremiah, in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth chapters. 

Ver. 3. Surely at the commandment of the Lord came 
this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins 
of Manasseh, according to all that he did.'} By God's spe- 
cial order those people came up against Judah (therefore, 
in the verse before he is said to send them), because they 
were incurable. ForManasseh had so corrupted the whole 
body of the people, that Josiah's reformation could not re- 
cover them; but immediately upon his death, his son re- 
lapsed to the old idolatry. 

Ver. 4. And also for the innocent blood that he shed {for 
he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood), which the Lord 
would not pardon.] See xxi. 16. Upon the repentance of 
Manasseh, and the reformation made by Josiah, God de- 
ferred their punishment; but he resolved not to grant them 
an absolute pardon of their iniquity; which provoked him 
to decree their extirpation. 

Ver. 5. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chroni- 
cles of the kings of Judah ? 

Ver. 6. So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers.] It appears 
by this, that to sleep with one's fathers, signifies no more 
than to die, as they did. For Jehoiakim was not buried 
with them, nor died in his bed; but being taken by the 
Chaldeans, he died as they led him out of Jerusalem, and, 
according to the prophecy of Jeremiah, (xxii. 18, 19.) they 
cast him out of the gates, and he had the burial of an ass; 
that is, lay upon the ground unburied. Abarbinel thinks 
he died in the way to Babylon; and his body was left in 
the highway, without any care taken to inter it; but it lay 
exposed to the sun 'by day, and to the frost by night. (Jer. 
xxx vi. 30.) 

And Jehoiachin Ids son reigned in his stead.] Who is 
called also Jechoniah, 1 Chron. iii. 16. and more briefly 
Choniah (by way of contempt, as some think), Jer. xxii. 24. 

Ver. 7. And the king of Egypt came not again any more 
out of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken, from 
the river of Egypt to the river Euphrates, all that per- 
tained to the king of Egypt.] After the fight at Carchemish, 
(which I mentioned ver. 1.) Nebuchadnezzar conquered 
all the places that the king of Egypt held, between that 
and the river of Egypt; concerning which, see my notes 
on Geh. xv. 13. So that he durst not stir out of the limits 
of his own country, which was bounded by that river, till 
the reign of Zedekiah, when the king of Egypt adventured 
to come up to help him, but iu vain ; for he was forced to 
return to his own land, (Jer. xxxvii. 7, 8.) 

Ver. 8. Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began 
to reign.] That is, when he began to reign alone after his 
father's death: but his father when he was but eight years 
old made him his associate in the kingdom, (2 Chron. 
xxxvi. 9.) that he might continue the kingdom in his fa- 
mily, and there might be no contention among his sons 
about it. Thus this account and that in the Chronicles are 
easily reconciled. When his father had reigned one year, 



he took him to reign with him ; and so he came to reign 
ten years with his father, and three months alone. Now 
here Ezra mentions only the time he reigned alone, but there 
he speaks of all the years he reigned with his father and 
alone. Abarbinel gives another account of this difficulty, 
with which I shall not trouble the reader; it seeming to 
me a little more forced than this solution of it. And the 
plainest way is to acknowledge an error in the transcriber 
of the book of Chronicles. 

And he reigned in Jerusalem three months, &c] And ten 
days, as it is explained 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9. but such small 
numbers are wont to be omitted in greater sums. (Sec 1 
Kings xvi. 18.) 

Ver. 9. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, according to all that his father had done.] A wonder- 
ful thing, that he should not be moveid to do better, by the 
sad example of his father, and his predecessor* 

Ver. 10. At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was 
besieged.] It is likely that Nebuchadnezzar heard he was 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Egypt, as 
his successor did; and therefore sent an army against him 
in the very beginning of his reign, to lay siege to Jerusa- 
lem, against which he intended to come himself. Some 
of the Jews say, that the counsellors of Nebuchadnezzar 
represented to him how unadvisedly he had acted in making 
him king, whose father had been in rebellion against him ; 
using this proverb, " From an ill dog never comes a good 
whelp." Whereupon he resolved to depose him, and make 
Zedekiah king. 

Ver. 11. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
agahxst the city, and his servants did besiege it.] He first 
sent an army under his great commanders, and then came 
in person, and found they had obeyed his orders, and in- 
vested the city. 

Ver. 12. And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to 
the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, 
and his princes, and his officers.] He made a surrender of 
the city into the hands of the king of Babylon; by the 
counsel of Jeremiah, perhaps, who advised the same to 
his successor more than once. (Jer. xxi. 9. xxvii. 17. 
xxxviii. 2.) And happy was it for him that he obeyed, 
and gave up himself to the king of Babylon; for God de- 
clared by the figure of good and bad figs, that he had sent 
them into the land of the Chaldeans for th&ir good; whereas 
they that remained in. the land should be removed into all 
the kingdoms of the earth, for their hurt. (See Jer. xxiv. 
5—8, &c.) . 

And the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his 
reign.] That is, in the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar's 
reign; for he began to reign in the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim, who reigned seven more after that, which was the 
eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Ver. 13. And he carried out thence all the treasures of 
the house of the Lord, and all the treasures of the king's 
Jiouse.] There being no mention of the carrying away of 
the ark, either here, or in the book of the Chronicles, or in 
Jeremiah, among the holy things of the temple, it is pro- 
bable that it was burnt, together with the temple, in the 
next reign, when the remaining holy things were carried 
away, but nothing said of this. For what the Jews say of 
its being hidden by the prophet Jeremiah in a certain cave * 
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in Mount Nebo is a mere fable; there being no ark in 
the second temple, as they confess; which there might 
have been, if it had been only hidden till the templo was 
restored. * 

And ad inpieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon the 
king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord.] That is, 
all in a manner, but not absolutely all ; for some were re- 
maining, or else renewed again (which is not likely), xxvi. 
14, 15. And by cutting in pieces must be meant no more 
than their being cut off from the temple; which was de- 
prived of a principal part of its treasure; for theso vessels 
were preserved entire, and not cut in pieces, as appears 
from Dan. v. 2. 

As the Lord had said.] By the prophet Isaiah unto He- 
zckiah, (xx. 17.) As for the pillars, and the sea, and the 
bases, and the residue of the vessels that were not now 
taken away,- they were only reserved till the next reign ; 
when Jeremiah prophesied they should ^e carried away 
also, (Jer. xxvii. 19 — 22.) 

Ver. 14. And he earned away all Jerusalem.] He ex- 
plains what he means by the following words; which re- 
strain it to the principal persons. 

And all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, 
even ten thousand captives.] Among whom was Ezekiel; 
who began his prophecy from this captivity, (Ezek. i. 2, 3.) 
and calls it our captivity, (xl. 1.) Mordecai, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, was carried away at this time, (Esther ii. 
5—7.) if we believe the Jews. 

And all the craftsmen and smiths.] By craftsmen, some 
understand carpenters ; who were artificers, as the smiths 
were. 

None remained, save the poorest people of the land.] Who 
were so numerous, that Zedekiah was tempted to rebel, 
and that against his oath of fidelity to the king of Ba- 
bylon. 

Ver. 15. And he carried Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the 
king's mother, and the king's wives, and the officers, and the 
mighty men of the land; those carried he into captivity 
from Jerusalem to Babylon.] AH that belonged to the court, 
or that were of any quality, in the country. (See Jer. xxiv. 
1. xxix. 1, 2. Ezek. xvii. 12, 13.) 

Ver. 16. And all the men of might, even seven thousand, 
' and craftsmen and smitlis a thousand ; all that were strong 
and apt for war, even them tlie king of Babylon brought cap- 
tive to Babylon.] This, and the foregoing verses, Abarbinel 
explains in this manner : — By the ten thousand mentioned 
ver. 14. are meant in general the whole number of Judah 
and Benjamin, that were now earned captive. Then here. 
he comes to shew how this number was made up; 
(ver. 15, 1G.) Jehoiachin, and all his court and great men, 
were seven thousand/ the craftsmen and smiths a thou- 
sand. The rest were not mighty men, nor such tradesmen, 
but ministers and servants of the court, arid other consi- 
derable men in the country, who made up 4wo thousand 
more, and completed the ten thousand. Jeremiah com- 
putes them to have been but a little above three thousand 
that were now carried away to Babylon: but he reckons 
only those that were carried from Jerusalem ; whereas here 
is an account of those that were carried from other cities, 
. and out of the tribe of Benjamin, which were seven thou- 
sand. There was another captivity before this, in the last 
year of king Nebupolazzar, (Dan. i. 1— 3.) but then only a 



few select persons were carrier* away to wait tipon the king 
of Babylon; and therefore are not mentioned, either *by Je- 
remiah, or by this Divine writer. But a very learned friehd 
of mine, (in his late Chronology of the Old Testament, 
p. 49.) thinks that the first captivity was tht> greatest of 
all; those words, (xxiv. 3.) This came upon Judah to Ire- 
move them out of God's sight, implying (in his Opinion) 
that not only some of the seed-royal, with some others, but 
the body of the people were led into captivity. And there- 
fore he dates the seventy years* captivity from that time; 
viz. the fourth year of Jehoiakim, in the beginning of the 
reign of Nebuchadnezzar. (See Jer. xxv. 1. 11, 12.) 

Ver. 17. And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his 
father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah.] Which signifies the justice of God: and s6etus 
to have been "given him, to put him in mind of the just 
judgment of God, which would fall upon him, if he broke 
the oath of fidelity which he took to the king of Babylon, 
(2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. Ezek. xvii. 13, 14. 18.) 

Ver. 18. And Zedekiah was twenty and one years old 
when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven year$ in Jeru- 
salem, &c] In the end of which he was carried captive, 
(Jer. i. 3.) 

Ver. 19. And he did that which was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all- that Jehoiakirz, hed done:] Not 
regarding what Jeremiah said nnto him, but shut him up 
in prison, &c. (Jer. xxxiii. 1, 2. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12.) And 
his servants, and the people of the land, were as bad as 
himself, (Jer.xxxvii. 1, 2.) 

Ver. 20. For through the anger of the Lord it c(tme to 
pass in Judah and Jerusalem, until he had cast them out 
from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of 
Babylon.] God was so highly displeased with this wicked 
people, that he permitted Zedekiah to break his faith with' 
Nebuchadnezzar, and to rebel against him, forgetting fof 
what cause he changed his name. Unto his revolt, it is 
probable, he was persuaded by the ambassadors which the 
kings of Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, and Zidon, sent unto 
him, to solicit him to throw off the yoke of the.king of Ba- 
bylon, (Jer. xxvii. 2—4, &c.) . Which was the greater crime, 
because he had made him swear by God he would be triie 
to him, (Chron. xxxvi. 13.) The king of Egypt also, it is 
likely, proihised him help, as I noted before, (ver. 7. and 
see Ezek. xvii. 15.) And Hananiah a false prophet assured 
him God would in two years' lime break the yoke of the 
king of "Babylon, and bring back all the vessels of the 
house of God, with Jehoiachin and all the captives. (See 
Jer. xxviii. 1 — 4, &c.) Jeremiah, indeed, proved that he 
had made them trust in a lie, by predicting his death that* 
very year, which accordingly fell out, (ver. 15 — 17.) But 
they still persisted in their vain hopes, there being other 
deceivers, thai prophesied falsely in God's name, (Jer. xxix. 
8, 9.) And they most of all deceived themselves with 
proud conceits that they were the true seed of Abraham, 
who had a right to that land, (Ezek. xxxiii. 24.) 

CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. J^jlND it came to pass in the ninth year of his 
reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth day of the month, that 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, 
against Jerusalem.] See Jer. xxxix. 1. lii. 4. 
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And pitched against it J] Encamped themselves before it 
And they built forts against it round about.] On which to 
place their batteries, and keep any relief from coming to 
them. 

Ver. 2. And the city was besieged to the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah.] There was another siege began before this; 
viz. in the third year of Zedekiah ; but during this second 
siege, the king of Egypt came to help Zedekiah: which 
made the Chaldeans raise the siege for a time, (Jerem. 
xxxvii.12.) And then Jeremiah* endeavoured to get out 
of the city, but *as hindered ; and bade them not flatter 
themselves, for the Chaldeans should return arid burn the 
city with fire ; as he had told Zedekiah before, (xxxiv. 1, 
2, &c.) 

Ver. 3. And on the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine prevailed in the city, and there ivas no bread for the 
people of the land.] Who had fled thither out of the country 
to secure themselves and their families. This famine is 
described as very terrible, in the book of the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah, iv. 10. 

Ver. 4. And the city was broken up, and all the men of 
war fled by night by the way of the gate, between two walls, 
which is by the king's garden (now the Chaldeans were 
against the city round about); and the king went the way 
towards the plain.] It is a hard matter to understand how 
they made their escape, since the Chaldeans had begirt the 
city round about; unless we suppose they kept strong 
guards only at the gates of the city; but the Chaldeans 
having made a breach in the wall, they got away privately 
between the wall and the outworks, in a passage which 
the Chaldeans did not suspect : and the king ran into the 
champaignc country, with some of his forces attending him. 
The Jews think there were subterranean conduits from the 
royal garden into the plain, through which Zedekiah went 
out: but this is without any ground. 

Ver. 5. And the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the 
king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho : and all his 
army tvas scattered from him.] Every man shifting away, 
and endeavouring to save himself in such places as he 
could flee unto. 

Ver. 6. So they took the king, and brought him to the king 
of Babylon to Riblah.] Where he lay to attend the success 
of the siege, and to send them supplies, and intercept any 
relief that might come to them. 

And they gave judgment upon him.] A great council, I 
suppose, was called ; who passed a solemn sentence upon 
him, in condemning him as a rebellious subject. Thus was 
fulfilled the prophecy of Jeremiah, that he should see 
the king of Babylon, and speak with him, (Jer. xxxii. 4; 
xxxiv. 3.) 

Ver. 7. And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes.] See Jer. lii. 11. 

And put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with 
fetters of brass, and carried Mm to Babylon.] Thus two 
famous prophecies were fulfilled, which seemed to con- 
tradict one the other (whereby Zedekiah, perhaps, w^s 
tempted not to believe them) : one of Jeremiah, th^t he 
should be carried to Babylon; (xxxii. 5. xxxiv, 3.) and the 
other of Ezckicl, that he should not see Babylon, (xii. 13.) 
The event made good both; for he was carried thither 
blind. 

Ver. 8. And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the 
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month (which is the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon), came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a 
servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem.] It is 
said in Jer. lii. 12. that he came on the tenth day of this 
month ; that is, he came from Riblah upon the sevppth, and 
arrived at Jerusalem on the tenth. Or, if he came to Jeru- 
salem on the seventh, he did not burn the temple till the 
tenth ; but spent the eighth and ninth days, as the Jews 
say, in eating, drinking, and making merry. Nebuchad- 
nezzar did not come himself to Jerusalem, but he sent this 
great man to execute his commands ; who, the Jews say, 
became a proselyte. 

Ver. 9. And he burnt the house of the Lord.] After it had 
stood four hundred years, as Sir John Marsham computes 
it. But primate Usher makes account it was- burnt four 
hundred twenty-four years, three months, and eight days, 
after it began first to be built by Solomon. But neither of 
these accounts arc true, if we believe all the learned Jews,- 
(Kimchi, Ralbag, Abarbinel, &c.) who agree that it stood 
four hundred and thirty years. Josephus stands amazed 
at this, that the second temple was burnt by the Romans, 
in this very month, and the same day of the month, (lib. vi. 
de Bello Judaico, cap. 27.) And so we read in Seder 
Olam Rabba, cap. 30. that the Levites were in their desks 
singing the very same song in both destructions, which was 
this : He shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall 
cut them off in their own wickedness : yea, theLord our God 
shall cut them off, (Psal. xciv. 23.) 

* And the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and 
every great man's house burnt he tvith fire.] By col beth 
gadol, which signify every great house, the Talmudists 
understand all the synagogues. But Kimchi, Ralbag, and 
Abarbinel, interpret the words as we do. And so the Tar- 
gum ; yea, Jarchi himself, who is the most tenacious of the 
Talmudical interpreters, after he had said, The houses of 
the synagogues, where the law and prayers were read, adds 
these words, and the palaces of the princes; not daring (as 
Vitringa observes) to vouch the former for a literal inter- 
pretation, (lib. de Synag. par. ii. cap. 11.) 

Ver. 10. And all the army of the Chaldeans, that zvere* 
with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jeru- 
salem round about.] That they who were left therq might 
not be able to make any resistance hereafter ; and that it 
might no longer be looked upon as a city, but as an open 
village. 

Ver. 11. Now the rest of the people that were left in the 
city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, 
tvith the remnant of the multitude.] That is, all that pspaped 
the sword and the famine ; and all that fled to the king of 
Babylon, and put themselves under his protection. 

Did Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, carry away.] 
"Who were in all eight hundred thirty and two persons ; as 
we read in Jer. lii. 29. ^vhere he fcaith, in the eighteenth 
year of Nebuchadnezzar (that is, in the end of it, and the 
beginning of his nineteenth year), he carried away this 
number. 

Ver. 12. But the captain of the guard left of the poor of 
the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen.] What should 
move the Talmudists by the Hebrew word cerernim to un- 
derstand gatherers of balsam; and by jogebim, fishers for 
purple, is hard to understand (though Bochartus hath at- 
tempted some account of it); when Jeremiah tells us ex- 
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prcssly that he gave these poor people vineyards and fields ; 
which shews what they were, (Jer. xxxix. 10.) 

Ver. 13. And the pillars of brass that zvere in the house 
of the Lord, and the bases, and the brazen sea that was in 
the house of the Lord, did the Cltaldeans break in pieces, and 
carried the brass of them to Babylon.'] They were too cum- 
bersome to be carried away whole, therefore he brake them 
in pieces, and so transported the brass of which they were 
made. 

Ver. 14. And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, 
and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass, wherewith they 
ministered, took they away. 

Ver. 15. And the fire-pans, and the boivls, and such things 
as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver, the captain 
of the guard took away.] He did not alter these, but carried 
them away as hie found them ; that he might give a punctual 
account of them 'to his master. And the singular provi- 
dence of God herein appeared, that these vessels were not 
embezzled, nor employed to any common use, but put 
into the house of the king of Babylon's god, viz. Belus, 
where they were preserved to bo restored, in God's ap- 
pointed time, by Cyrus. So we read they were, Ezra i. 
7, 8, &c. 

Ver. 16. And the tivo pillars, one sea, and the bases tuhich 
Solomon had made for the house of the Lord: the brass of all 
these vessels was withottt weight.] So we read they were, 
when they tverc first made, (1 Kings vii. 47.) 

Ver. 17. And the height of one pillar iv'aS eighteen cubits, 
and the chapiter upon it ivas brass; and the height of the 
cliapiter three cubits; and thewreathen work, and pomegra- 
nates upon the chapiter round about, all of brass: and like 
unto these'had the second pillar with wreathen work.] These 
two pillars are more fully described iril Kings vii. 15, &c. 
and in Jer. Hi. 21, &c. 

Ver. 18. And tlve captain of the guard took Seraiah the 
chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest.] Whom the 
Jews call thesagan; who was the deputy of the high- 
priest, in ease of sickness, or any incapacity to officiate. 

And the three keepers of the door.] Of the vessels of the 
temple, saith Kimchi; or of the treasury. 

Ver. 19.. And out of the city he took an officer that was 
set over the men of war, and five men of them that were hi the 
king's presence.] Who constantly attended the king's per- 
son wheresoever he was. 

IVliich were in the city.] Where at first they found but 
five of them: but afterward seven, (Jer. lii. 26.) 

And the principal scribe of the host, which mustered the 
people of the land.] The muster-master-general, as we 
speak, or some such great Officer. 

And threescore people of the land that were found in tlie 
city.] These were some eminent persons who had con- 
cealed themselves in some private place; but, before Nebu- 
zar-adan left Jerusalem, were discovered. And the Jews 
will have it that they were the men of the great Sanhedrin; 
whose whole number of seventy-one persons they make a 
shift to find here; viz. the three keepers of the door,- and the 
seven near attendants upon the king, and the scribe; which 
with these threescore, make seventy-one. (See Seldcn, 
lib. ii.de Syncdriis, cap. 16. p.- 671.) 

Ver. 20. And Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, took 
them, arid brought tlient to the king of Babylon at Jliblah.] 
That" he might dispose of them as he thought fit; they 



being not vulgar persons, like iiose whom he had ordered 
to be carried captive, or left iu the land. 

Ver. 21. And the king of Babylon smote them, and slew 
them at Riblah, in the laud ofllamath.] Passed the sen- 
tence of death upon them; which was forthwith executed: 
because he looked upon them, it is likely, as the king's 
principal counsellors, who advised him to rebel against 
him. And the judgment of God, Strigelius here observes, 
was remarkable upon impious priests, whom he suffered not 
to live, because they had been great instruments in pro- 
moting idolatry. ; ; 

So Judah was carried away out of their land,] Four 
hundred sixty and eight years after the beginning of the 
reign of David; three hundred eighty and eight years since 
the division of the ten tribes from Judah and Benjamin; 
and a Jiundred thirty-four years since the destruction of 
the ten tribes; as our primate of Ireland makes account. 

Ver. 22. And for the people that remained in the land of 
Judah, tuhom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left.] 
Ver. 12. 

Even over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the 
son of Shaphan, rider.] His father Ahikam. w T as a great 
friend of Jeremiah's, (Jer. xxvis 14.) and therefore Geda- 
liah may be presumed to have been so likewise; and by 
his advice, it is likely, was one of those that went out to. 
tho king of Babylon, (ver. 11.) 

Ver. 23. And when the captains of the armies, they and 
their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Geda- 
liah governor.] That is, such as fled away with Zedckiah, 
{ver. 5.) and those that fled perhaps before the siege to the 
Moabites, and Ammonites,. and Edomites, and other neigh-* 
bouring countries. (Seo Jer. xl. 7. 11, 12.) 

There came to Gedaliah toMizpah, even Islimael the son 
of Nethaniah, and Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah 
the son ofTanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the 
son of aMaachathite, they and their men.] He Teckons up 
the principal persons that camo in to him, with those under 
their command. Jeremiah also himself put himself under 
his protection, (Jer. xl. 5, 6.) 

Ver. 24. And Gedaliah sware unto them, and to their 
men, and said unto them, Fear not to be the servants of the 
Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon, 
and it shall be well with you.] He was so well assured of 
the king of Babylon's favour to him, that he secured them 
by an oath, they should be safe under his government; 
provided they would serve the king of Babylon, which it 
was their interest to do. 

Ver. 25. And it came to pass in the seventh month.] After 
he had been governor about two months. 

That Jshmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, 
of the seed-royal.] His pride (being of the seed-royal) 
tempted him to conspire against Gedaliah; though he had 
no power to maintain any authority in the country; but 
was forced presently to flee away. Nor was the king of 
Moab, who instigated him to this vilIany,(Jer. xl. 14.) able 
to support him. 

Came, and ten men ivith him.] These ten men were com- 
manders, no doubt, of some forces under them; for so few 
were not sufficient to make a slaughter of Gedaliah, and 
all the Jews arid Chaldeans that were with him. (See Jer. 
xli. 1—3.) 

And he smote Gedaliah, that he ditd, and the Jews and 
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the Clialdees that were xvith him at MitpahJ] This story is 
told more largely in the fortieth and forty-first of Jeremiah ; 
where we read that Gedaliah was admonished of this in- 
tended conspiracy against him; but, like other good men, 
who are commonly void of suspicion, because they have no 
design to hurt others, he did not believe what was told him. 
Ver. 26. And all the people, small and great, and the 
captains of the armies, arose, and came to Egypt; for they 
were afraid of the CltaldeesJ] Contrary to the persuasion 
of Jeremiah (by whom they pretended they would be ad- 
vised), who assumed them that they should be safe if they 
would stay in the land of Judah, but should perish if they 
went into Egypt. (See Jer, xlii. 9,10, &c.) Thus this 
populous and fertile country was laid waste and desolate; 
part of the people being carried captive to Babylon, part 
of those that were left in the land being slain with Geda- 
liah, the remainder flying into Egypt. So that it was left 
to be overrun with briers and thorns, and to be inhabited 
by wild beasts. Only- some of the neighbouring nations 
seem to have settled themselves in some parts of it. (See 
Jer. xil. 14. Ezek. xxxvi. 4, 5.) 

Ver. 27. And it came to pass, in the thirty-seventh year 
of the captivity ofJehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, on the seven-and-twentieth day of the month.'] It wa$ 
resolved on the twenty-fifth day of the month, *tnd executed 
two days after. So this place is easily reconciled with 
Jer. lii. 35. , . > 

In the year he began to reign, did Evil-Merodach lift up 
tlte head ofJehoiachin king of Judah out of prison,'] Raised 
him from* his dejected condition; for in affliction men hang 
down their heads.' By this it appears that Nebuchadnez- 
zar reigned five-and-forty years; for Jccttoniah was parried 
captive in the eighth year of his reign, (xxiv. 12.), and now 
had been prisoner thirty-seven years, when Nebuchadnez- 
zar was newly dead. Which two sums put together make 
forty-five. This is the account of the Jews; but, accord- 
ing to the canon of Ptolemy, he reigned but three-and- 
forty years: and therefore primate Usher makes him to 
have reigned two years with his father. 



Ver. 28. And he spake kindly unto him, and set his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with him in Baby- 
lon.] He had the kings of several countries with him in 
Babylon, whom his father had taken captive, and made 
prisoners: unto whom he not only left the name "and titles 
of kings, but now. gave them some liberty, and bestowed a 
royal seat upon them. But he preferred Jehoiachin above 
them all; either because of the great fame of his royal an- 
cestors David and Solomon, from whom he was descended; 
or, as the Jews say, because he had made a friendship 
in prison with. Evil-Merodach, who* was thrown into it 
by his father Nebuchadnezzar for his maladministration 
of the government, during the seven years that he was 
moped. 

Ver. 29. And changed his prison-garments.] Bestowed 
on him royal apparel; that he might be fit to keep him 
company. 

And he did eat bread continually before him all the days 
of his life.] Was frequently invited to his own table, as 
Croesus was to that of Cyrus. Victorinus Strigelius thinks 
it not unlikely that he had learned the doctrine of the true 
God from the prophet Daniel, . as Nebuchadnezzar his 
father had done ; who in a public edict professed as much ; 
and upon this account he shewed such great kindness to 
Jechoniah. For which cause iie got the name of Evil- 
Merodach .among impious princes; that is, Foolish Me- 
rodach. 

Ver. 30. And his allowance was a constant allowance 
given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the 
days of his life.] The meaning may be, that when he did 
not eat with the king, he lived upon & pension, that was 
duly paid him every day for meat, drink, clothing, lodging, 
and other expenses. Or if the word continually (in the 
foregoing verse) be understood literally, that he always ate 
with the king: then this allowance was made for his family 
and attendants; as in the case of Mephibosheth, (2 Sam. 
ix. 10.) Jeremiah, in the conclusion of his book, gives the 
same account of the king's extraordinary kindness to him; 
which continued, he saith, to the day of his death. 
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IT is the common opinion of the Jews that these books 
were written by Ezra: which is the more probable, be- 
cause the book of Ezra begins with the sajnp words (with- 
out the least variation) wherewith these books end: which 
argues one and the same person to have written both ; who, 
to connect his history together, makes use of his own 
words, as Grotius observes other ancient authors have 
done. Howsoever, it appears from hence, that these books 
were written after the captivity, since they mention their 
restoration by Cyrus : and it is also evident from 2 Chron. 
xxxv. 25. that they were written after the time of the pro- 
phet Jeremiah. 
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Huetius, in his learned work, Demonstrate Evangelica, 
thus far agrees with this opinion of the Jews, that he thinks 
Ezra digested these books; and added to them the first six 
chapters of tho book which bears his name, which after- 
ward he continued : but Nehemiah, he thinks, had some 
hand in this work : which was gathered not only out of the 
public journals, but of the writings of the prophets, Shi- 
meah, Iddo, Jehu, Nathan, Abijah, Isaiah, and others; 
and, it is likely, out of some genealogies (R. Solomon saith, 
upon the seventh chapter, that after their return he found 
three), and out of the other books of Holy Scripture before 
published, as Kimchi adds: and thus Procopius Gazaeus, 
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" Haec ex multis prophctarum scriptis collegit;" he ga- 
thered these out of many writings of the prophets. 
• That which confirms this opinion, is what we read in the 
second book, chap. v. 9. where it is said of the ark and its 
staves, which Solomon brought into his temple, there they 
are to this day. Which words are so far (as Huetius ob- 
serves) from proving that these books were written before 
the captivity (after which the ark was no moro heard of), 
that Ezra took this passage, and that in 1 Kings viii. 8. 
where arc almost the same words, out of some other ancient 
book, arid set them down word for word as he found them 
there. For having wrote the books of the Kings in the time 
of the captivity, he found at their return more ancient re- 
gisters, containing larger accounts of several transactions; 
which he thought good to add *to what he had before 
written, to make the history more complete: which Dr. 
Alix (in his Reflections upon the Books of the Old Testa- 
ment, vol. ii. chap. 1.) thinks was done about six-and- 
twenty years after the writing of the books of the Kings, in 
the eighteenth year after the captivity was ended. 

This seems to be implied in the Hebrew title of these books, 
which is Dibre hajamim, signifying they contain such things 
as were contained in the diaries or day-books, wherein the 
passages of those times were recorded, if any thing memo- 
rable happened every day. The word Jamim also signify- 
ing years, these books may be called Annals: .which the 
Greeks call napaXwrofitvai as much as to say, those things 
are here supplied which were omitted in other books of 
Holy Scripture, especially in the books of the Kings, as 
other things are here amplified and enlarged: others ex- 
plained and made more clear. 'For instance, in the conclu- 
sion of this first book, he gives an account of the things 
which David did in his old age: in ordering the courses of 
the priests, and of the Levitcs, the singers, and musicians; 
and in making vast preparations for the building of the 
temple by his son ; none of which had been mentioned in 
the foregoing books. Thus Xenophon (Strigelius ob- 
serves) wrote Paralipomena of the Pelojponnesian war, 
which had been written before by Thueydides. 

He begins these books with a genealogy from the be- 
ginning of the world to his own time, which had not been 
done in any.book of Scripture before: but was necessary 
to be done now, that a distinction between their tribes and 
families being preserved (which was in danger to be lost by 
their dispersion in the captivity), it might clearly appear, 
the Messiah sprung out of that tribe and family, from which 
he was to descend, according to the ancient prophecies. 
For, as Proeopius Gazaeus observes, from these books it 
is that we learn, among other things, that Nathan, from 
whom St. Luke derives the genealogy of our Saviour, was 
the .brother of Solomon by David and Bath-shcba. 

To conclude this preface, it may be noted, that no book 
in the world shews the original propagation of mankind, 
but only the Holy Scriptures. They who were ignorant of 
them having nothing of true antiquity, devised senseless 
fables of their descent, they knew not how, nor from whom. 
The Arcadians fancied that they were before the moon: 
the people ofThessaly, that they sprung from stones. The 
Athenians took themselves to be avTox^ovzc, who sprung 
up out of the ground ; and affirmed, they were more ancient 
than Japetus; who, in truth, was the father of the Greeks; 
Javan, from whom came the Ioncs,being the son of Japhcth, 



as these holy books shew- She upon 2 Chron. xxix.21. 
a little additional proof that these books were written by 
Ezra. 

CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. JjLDAM, Sheth, Enosh.] He mentions only their 
names briefly: but the meaning is, that Adam begat Sheth, 
and Sheth begat Enosh : and so the rest are to be understood. 
Adam, indeed, had two sons before he begat Sheth : but one 
of them was murdered without issue, and the other was ac- 
cursed ; so that all who descended from him perished in the 
flood: therefore these only that came from Sheth are re- 
membered. : ' • 

This may seem to be sufficiently recorded, as much of 
that which follows is, in the book of Genesis: so that there 
was no need, some may imagine, to repeat it here : but 
there being a genealogy to be drawn of the several families 
of the, Jews, it was fit to begin it with an account of the 
honour they had. to be the select people of God, whose ori- 
ginal and descent w p as manifest and plain from the very first 
man, who was the son of God. This was the peculiar 
glory of the Jewish nation, that they alone were able to de- 
rive their pedigree from the first man that God created; 
of which no other nation could boast, or make a shadow of 
pretence. Besides, by the recital of this, the Divine writer 
of this book designed to keep up the belief that the world 
was not eternal, but had a beginning, as is recorded in the 
book of Genesis. 

Ver. 2. Kenan.] We translate it Cainan, Gen. v. 9; 

Mahalaleel, Jered.] See Gen. v. 12. 15. 

Ver. 3. Henoch, Methuselah, Lantech] See concerning 
these, Gen. v. 18. 21. 25. 

Ver. 4. Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.] These were the 
three sons of Noah : among whom Japheth was the eldest, 
(Gen. x. 21.) and therefore his genealogy is first mentioned. 
But Shem being the person in whose posterity true religion 
was preserved, and from whom the promised seed was to 
come, is first named both here and in Gen. v. 31. x. 1. 

Ver. 5. TJie sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Ma- 
dai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiros.] 
Thus they were reckoned up in the same order, Gen. x. 2. 
where see concerning them. 

Ver. G. Hie sons of Gomer; Ashchenaz, and Riphath, and 
Togarmah.] The same account we have in Gen. x. 3. 

Ver. 7. And' the sons of Javan; Elishah, and Tarshish, 
Kittim, and Dodanim.] The same we read, Gen. x. 4. And 
neither there nor here is any mention of the rest of Japheth's 
posterity, but only of Gomer and Javan. (See Gen. x. 5. in 
the latter end of my annotations on that verse.) 

Ver. 8. The sons of Ham; dish, and Mizrahn, Put, and 
Canaan.] In this place, and in this order, they are men- 
tioned in Gen. x. 6. And the reason, I suppose, why his 
genealogy is mentioned before Shem's, is, because from 
Shem the genealogy of Abraham and the Jewish nation was 
to be derived : which it was thought fit to set down without 
any interruption. 

Ver. 9. And the sons of Cash; Seba, and Havilah, and 
Sabta, andRaamah,andSabtecha. AndthesonsofRaamah; 
Sheba, and Dedan.] See Gen. x. 7. where an account is 
given of tho sons of Cush, and of his two grandsons by one 
of them. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. 



**] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES. 



537 



Vcr. 10. And dish begat Ni?nrod.] He mentions him 
alone by himself, because he was the most eminent among 
all his sons. (See upon Gen. x. 8. where I have given an 
account of the next words.) 

He began to be mighty upon the earth.'] That is, was the 
first that raised a great kingdom. 

■ Ver. 11 . And Nizraim begat Lxidim, and Anamim, and 
Lehabim, and Naphtuhim.] The very same account we 
have in Gen. x. 13. where I have shewn in what parts of 
the world their posterity settled. 

Ver. 12. And Pathrusim, and Casluhim.] See Gen. x. 14. 

(Of whom came the Philistines).'] Who were a colony 
from the Casluhjm. 

And Caphthorim.] See Gen. x. 14. 

Ver. 13. And Canaan begat Zidon his first-born, and 
Heth.] See Gen. x. 15. 

Ver. 14: The Jebusite also, and the Amorite, and* the 
Girgashite, 

Ver. 15. The Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 

Ver. 16. And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the 
Hamathite.] In this very order they are set down by Moses, 
in Gen. x. 16 — 18. (See what I have noted there.) 

Ver. 17. The sons of Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and 
Arphaxad, and hud, and Aram.] Thus they are set down 
in Gen. x. 22. and Arphaxad is mentioned after Elam and 
Asshur, just as Aaron is after Moses in Exod. vi. 27. though 
he was the elder brother. For, as the Jews often note, the 
Scripture doth not strictly observe the order of time. 

And Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Meshech.] These 
were not the sons of Shem, but his grandsons by Aram his 
youngest son : as appears from Gen. x. 22. But nothing 
is more usual in Scripture, than to call grandsons by the 
name of sons. As Laban is called'the son of Nahor, Gen. 
xxix. 5. being his grandchild by Beth-el. And Mephi- 
bosheth is called the son of Saul, 2 Sam. xix. 24. because 
he was descended from him by his son Jonathan. Meshech 
had two names; for he is called Mash, Gen. x. 23. and 
possessed the mountain of Masins in Mesopotamia ; as Bo- 
ehart thinks in his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 11. Though Mash 
may very well be thought not to be another name, but only 
the contraction of Meshech: whosolne think was the father 
of the Cappadocians. 

Ver. 18. And Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat 
Eber.] He. follows Moses exactly; who gives no account 
of the posterity of the two sons of Shem first mentioned, 
but only of the third, Arphaxad: that he might the sooner 
come to him from whom the Israelites descended. Here 
the LXX. interpose Cainan between Arphaxad and Shelah: 
but it is not in the Greek Muscovite translation; as is ob- 
served by primate Usher, in his Letters, ccxevi. (And see 
Bochart, in his Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 13.) 

Ver. 19. And unto Eber were born two sons.] Gen. x. 25. 

The name of one was Peleg (because in his days the earth 

was divided).] That is, the inhabitants of the earth were 

divided, and dispersed ; according to the division of their 

languages. (See my annotations there.) 

And his brother's name was Joktan.] Who had a more 
numerous issue than any hitherto mentioned. 

Vcr. 20. And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and 
Hazarmaveth, andJerah.] See concerning these,Gen.x. 26. 
Ver. 21. Hadoram also, and Uzal, and Diklah.] See 
Gen; x. 27. 



Ver. 22. And Ebal, and Abifnael, and Sheba.] See Gen. 
x. 28. where the first of these is called Obal: from whence 
some have argued, that the name in this place is corrupted. 
As if, in process of time, there might not be a variation in 
the vowel: Moses .pronouncing the name as they spake it 
in his time, and this author as they spake in his. 

Ver. 23. And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All these 
were the sons of Joktan,] Who were thirteen in all : and all 
but onesettled their habitation in Arabia. (See Gen. x. 29.) 

Ver. 24. Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah.] These are repeated 
from ver. 17, 18. to shew how Abraham was descended 
from Shem: who was the most eminent of all Noah's song; 
whom he solemnly blessed : the Messiah being to spring 
from him, (Gen. ix. 36.) For from Adam the, promise, of 
the Messiah was translated to Seth ; and from Seth to Shem ; 
from Shem to Eber ; from whom the Hebrew nation, some 
think, derived their name; and had this precious promise 
committed to their trust, above all other nations in the 
world. 
•. Ver. 25. Eber, Peleg, Ren, 

Ver. 26. Serug, Nahor, and Terah.] This genealogy from 
Eber, is recorded by Moses in Gen. xi. 16 — 18, &c. 

Ver. 27.. Abram, the same is Abraham.] God changed 
his name from Abram to Abraham, when he established his 
covenant with him, (Gen. xvii. 5, &c.) and madehim the 
father of many nations. 

Ver. 28. The sons of Abraham; Isaac, and Ishmael.'] 
Isaac is first mentioned, being the son of a free-woman, 
and the heir of the promise : though Ishmael was elder than 
he, but born of a bond-woman. 

Ver. 29. These are their generations: The first-born of 
Ishmael, Nebaioth.] To shew how God made Abraham the 
father of many nations, he reckons up twelve great persons 
descended from his son Ishmael ; the first of which was 
Nebaioth : concerning whom, and the rest that follow, see 
Gen. xxv. 13, 14, &c. v . - 

Then Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam.] I shall only ob- 
serve here, that as from Nebaioth came the people called 
Nabataei ; so from Kedar came the Cedreni, whom geogra- 
phers call Cedrei, and Cedranitae, as Bochart observes. 

Ver. 30. Mishma, and Duma, Massa, Hadad; and Tetna, 

Ver. 31. Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. Tliese are the 
sons of IshmaeL] -In what country they dwelt, seo Gen. 
xxv. .18. 

Vcr. 32. Now the sons ofKeturah, Abraham's concubine.] 
After the death of Sarah, Abraham married Keturah : and 
having many children by her, this holy writer names them, 
;to shew how faithfully God made good the name he gave 
him> by.making Abraham the father of many more nations. 

She bare Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, 
and Ishbak, and Shuah.] See Gen. xxv. 2. • 

The sons of Jokshan ; Sheba, and Dedan.] There were 
four Shcbas, as I there observed; and one more of the 
name of Dedan : and this man's sons are there mentioned, 
though here omitted. 

Ver. 33. And the sons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, 
and Henoch, and Abida, and EldaahJ] See Gen. xxv. 4., 
The first of thesfe, as Bochart thinks, was the same with the . 
Greek Hippos, a mountain and a village of which name 
Ptolemy describes on the same shore, a little below Ma- 
dian, which he calls Modiana, in his Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. 
cap. 3. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



538 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. I. 



All these are the sons ofKeturah.] Her sons or grandsons. 

Vcr. 34. Aiid Abraham begat Isaac. Tlie sons of Isaac; 
Esau, and Israel. 

Ver. 35. The sons of Esau; EUphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, 
andJaalam, andKorah.] These were by sovcral wives, as 
wc read Gen. xxxvi. 10. 14. 

Ver. &>. The sons of EUphaz; Teman, and Omar, Zephl, 
and Gatam, Kcnaz,- and Thnnah, and Amalek.] It is plain 
from Gen. xxxvi. 12. that Timnah was not one of his sons, 
but his concubine; by whom he begat Amalek. This there- 
fore is a short form of speech, as much as if ho had said, Of 
Timnah Amalek. Who was not equal to the rest of his sons, 
and thercforo he mentions his mother's name. Kimchi 
hath expressed this so well, that it may be for the reader's 
use to transcribe some of his words: which may serve for 
a rule in such-like cases. " In my judgment (saith he) tho 
Scripture uses hero a concise and compendious way of 
speaking : for there was no need that Ezra should recount 
all these things exactly and accurately, which had been 
done before in the law (he means in the book of Genesis), 
thercforo he describes these genealogies briefly." Thus he 
doth in 'the -seventeenth verse of this chapter, mentioning 
Uz and Hul after Aram: who were not his sons but his 
grandsons. It. Solomon hath the samo observation. (Seo 
Buxtorf's Anticritica, par. ii. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 37. TJie sons of Reuel; NahatK, Zerah, Shammah, 
and Mizzalu] Who are called dukes, as the sons of Eliphaz 
also are; (see Gen. xxxvi. 15. 17.) that is, rulers, or 
governors of the country, but not with kingly authority. 

Ver. 38. And the sons of Stir ; Lotan, and Shobat, andZi- 
beoit, and Anah, and Dishbn, andEzar, and Dishan.] This 
Seir was not Esau, nor of his posterity, but the ancient lord 
of this country, from whom it had its name, (see Gen. 
xxxvi. 20.) whose genealogy is here set down, that it may 
be understood from whom Timnah and Amalek sprung. 

Ver. 39. And the sons ofLotan; Hori, and Homam: 
and Timnah was Lotan* s sister.] This woman was Eliphaz's 
concubine, and bare him Amalek, (vcr. 3G.) who, by his 
mother's side, was Scir's grandson. 

Ver. 40. And of the sons of Shobal ; Alian (or Abian), 
and Manahath, and Ebal, Shephi, and Onam.} See Gen. 
xxxvi. 23. - 

And the sons ofZibeon; Aiah, and Anah.] The latter of 
which was a person of great note. (See Gen. xxxvi. 24.) * 

Vcr. 41. The soiis of Anah; JDishon. And the sons of 
Dishbn; Amram, and Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran.] 
The first-born of these was otherwise called Hcmdan, 
Gen. xxxvi. 20. which was the name, it is • possible, 
whereby he was known among Esau's posterity: though 
anciently his name was Amram. 

Vcr. 42. Tlie -sons of Ezer ; Bilhan, and Zavan, and 
Jakari. Tlie sons of Dishan ; Uz,<and Aran.] Among all 
these persons descended from Seir, seven of them were 
dukes: who reigned perhaps at the same time in several 
parts of the country, (Gen. xxxvi. 29, 30.) By which it 
appears, that this was the ancient form of government 
before Esau conquered this country: which his posterity 
at the -first followed, but afterward was changed into kingly, 
as it here follows. 

Ver.43. Now these are the Icings that reigned in the land 
of Edom before any king reigned over the children of Israeli] 
Sec this explained in Gen. xxxvi. 31. 



Beta the son ofBeor.] This Br or was not Balaam's father, 
for he was a Mesopotamia!!, not an Edomito ; but one of 
the same name, as Abcn Ezra well observes. 

And the nameofhiscity was Dinhabah.] Of which he was 
governor, perhaps, before he wa$ made king: and there- 
fore therein he reigned, and made it the seat of his kingdom. 

Vcr. 44. And when Bela was dead, Jobab, the son of Zerah 
of Bozrah, reigned in his stead.] See concerning this suc- 
cession, Gen. xxxvi. 33. Bozrah was a city in Edom, 
as three prophets plainly describe it, (Isa. xxxiv. 0. Jer. 
xlix. 13. Amos i. 12.) And one of these represents it also 
as a city of Moab : because, as some think, it was in the 
confines of both countries: or rather, in tho opinion of 
Bochartus, there were two Bozrahs; the one in Idumea, 
the other in Moab. 

Vcr. 45. And when Jobab was dead, Husham, of the land 
of the Temanites, reigned in his stead.] Wc know nothing of 
Husham ; but he seems not to have been the son of Jobab, 
but one of another family, in another part of the country. 
Some take this Jobab to have been Job : which opinion is 
exploded by Aben Ezra. 

Ver. 40. And when Husham was dead, Hadad the son of 
Bedad (which smote Midian in the field of Moab) reigned in 
his stead: and the name of his city was Avith.] See Gen. 
xxxvi. 35. where R. Solomon saith, the Midianites making 
war against the Moabitcs, this king of Edom came to help 
the Moabites. 

Vcr. 47. And when Hadad was dead, Samlah ofMasrekah 
reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 48. And when Samlah was dead, Shaul ofRehoboth 
by the river reigned in his stead.] See Gen. xxxvi. 37. 

Ver. 49. And when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the son 
ofAchbor reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 50. And when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad (or 
Iladar) reigned in his stead: and the name of his city was 
Pai (or Pan); and his wife's name Mehetabel.] See Gen. 
xxxvi. 39. 

The daughter of Hatred, the daughter of Mezahab.] Some 
of the Jews fancy this Mezahab to have been a very inge- 
nious woman, being the first that found out the art of draw- 
ing gold out into wires or threads : for zahab signifies gold 
in Hebrew. But the LXX. take this for the name of a 
man, and translate it vlov Ma<?owj3. 

Ver. 51. Hadad died also. And the dukes of Edom were; 
duke Timnah, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth. 

Ver. 52. Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon. 

Ver. 53. Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar. 

Ver. 54. Duke Magdiel, duke Iram. These are the dukes of 
Edom.] After the death of Hadad, the form of government 
was altered again : for there were ho more kings for a long 
time ; but they returned to the first constitution, which they 
found, when they conquered the country; which was go- 
verned by dukes. (See Gen. xxxvi. 40.) And thus it was 
in Israel, after they came into the land of Canaan. They 
were first governed by judges, wh6 had not kingly power. 
After which, from the time of Saul, they were governed by 
kings till their captivity. At their return, they had no 
more kings, but only such governors as Zerubbabcl was. 
Some have imagined that Esau was the first king of this 
country: but in all likelihood, if he was, ho would have 
left his son Eliphaz in the same authority; who was but a 
duke, (Gen. xxxvi. 15, 1G.) Therefore Esau contented 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP* II*] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES. 



539 



himself with that form of government which he found 
among. the Horites: which continued till Bela made him- 
self king, (yer. 43.) The .difference between their kings 
and dukes was (as Esthius observes), that the former ruled 
absolutely, according to their pleasure : the power of the 
other was limited and bounded by certain prescribed laws. 



CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. JL HESE are the sons of Israel; Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, and Judah, IssaChar, and Zebulun, 

Ver. 2. Dan, Joseph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and 
Asher.] He reckons up his first four sons in the order 
whereiii they were born, (Gen. xxix. 32, &c.) and next to 
them their two brethren by the same tfiOther, Leah, (Gen. 
xxx. 18. 20.) Afterward, I can give no reason why Dan 
and Naphtali (the two sons of Bilhah) are not mentioned 
together, and Joseph and Benjamin, the two sons of Ra- 
chel, ahd Gad and Asher, the two sons of Zelpah. 

Ver. 3. The sons of Judah ; Er,and Onan, and Shelah.] 
There is a plain reason why the genealogy of Judah is set 
down in the first place ; because this tribe had obtained a 
superiority and pre-eminence among the rest, before the 
time of David; ever since, the prophecy of Jacob, in the 
blessifcg he pronounced upon him, (Gen. xlix. 10.) For 
Judah, when they came into the wilderness, was ordered to 
march first; (Numb. ii. 3.) and accordingly we find they 
did, when they removed from Mount Sinai, (Numb. x. 14.) 
And when the princes of the tribes, offered at the dedication 
of the altar, the prince of the tribe of Judah offered on 
the first day, (Numb. vii. 12.) When they came into Ca- 
naan, they obtained of Joshua a portion for Caleb without 
casting of any lot, as there was in the dividing of the land, 
(Josh. xiv. 6.) And when Joshua was dead, they were ap- 
pointed by God to go up first against the Canaanites, to 
take from them what remained unconquered, (Judg.i. 2.) 
From David's time, every one knows, till the captivity of 
Babylon, a kingly power continued in this tribe : and Zerub- 
babcl was of the same, who was their leader when they re- 
turned to their own land. , 

Wldchwere born unto him of the daughter of Shua the 
Canaanitess.] See an account of this in Gen. Xxxviii. 2. 

AndEr, the first-born of Judah, was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, and he slew him.] See ver.' 7* of the same chapter. 
Hia second son also, though he be not represented under 
so bad a character, yet displeased God so much, that he 
slew him also, (ver. 9, 10.) 

Ver. 4. And Tamar his daughter-in-law bare him Pharez 
and Zerah. All the sons of Judah were five.'] See there, 
ver. 29. 50. 

Ver. 5. And the sons of Pharez ; Hezron, and Ilamul.'] 
Who were born unto him before they went into Egypt, 
(Gen. xlvi. 12.) 

Ver. G. And the sons of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, and 
Heman, and Calcol, and Dara : five of them in all.] These 
were born after they came into Egypt; for there is no 
mention of them in the book of Genesis. And the Jews in 
Seder Olam Itabba, and in Jalkut, say, these men prophe- 
sied when they were in Egypt: for they suppose them to 
be the same with those mentioned 1 Kings iv. 31. If they 
were, then Zorah had two names, and was also called 



Mahol : but there is great reason to think they, were not 
the same, as I have shewn in my annotations there. 

Ver. 7. The sons of Carnii.] This man was the son of 
Zimri: who, in Josh. vii. 18. is called Zabdi ; for by 
length of time his name might easily be thus altered. 
And, indeed, in copying proper names, one might easily 
mistake. 

Achar, the troubler of Israel, ivho transgressed in the, 
thing accursed.] He Who is there called Achan, is here 
elegantly called Achar; which signifies troubler: because 
he had brought Israel into great-danger, by the sin he com- 
mitted in the accursed thing. The remembrance of this- 
some thought fit he should carry in his name: which in 
process of time was changed, by common use and custom, 
from Achan into Achar. Which is more likely, than that 
there should be an error here in the transcriber. (See Bo- 
chart, in his-Hierozoicon,par. i. lib. ii. cap. 31.) 

Ver. 8. And the sons of Ethan ; Azariah.] Here is but 
one son mentioned : but it is usual in Scripture to speak of 
a singular person in the plural number, (Gen. xlvi. 23.) to, 
include all his descendants. 

Ver. 9. Tlie sons of Hezron, that were born unto him ; Je- 
rahmeel, and Ram, and ChelubaL] This Ram is mentioned 
in the genealogy of our Saviour, (Matt. i. 3, 4.) and caHed 
Aram. • • > 

Ver. 10. And Ram begat Amminadab, and Amminadab be- 
gat Nahshon, the prince of the children of Judah.] When 
they came out of Egypt, and pitched under their several, 
standards, (Numb. ii. 3.) * . 

Ver. 11. And Nahshon begat Salma, and Sahna begat 
Boaz, 

Ver. 12. And Boaz begat Obed, and Obed begat Jesse.]- 
These three are the principal persons in all this genealogy, 
as Pellicanus observes; being put into the genealogy of 
our Saviour, who was descended from David by these 
three great ancestors. . 

Ver. 13. And Jesse begat his first-born Eliab, and Abina- 
dab the second, and Shimma the third, - - - *■* 

Ver. 14. Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 

Ver. 15. Ozem the sixth, David the seventh.] It is mani? 
fest from 1 Sam. xvi. 10, 11. that Jesse had eight sons: 
but some think one of them was only an adopted son, and 
therefore not here mentioned : and they gather from 2 Sam. 
xxi. 2. that his name was Jonathan, by a mistake ; for that 
Jonathan was David's nephew by his brother Shamma. 
The truest account therefore is, that one of Jesse's sons 
was dead, before David camo to the kingdom. So Ha si. 

Ver. 16. Whose sisters were Zeruiah, and Abigail.] Who 
were the sisters of David last mentioned. 

And the sons of Zeruiah ; Abishai, andJoab, and Asahcl % 
three.] Who were all eminent commanders under David. 

Ver. 17. And Abigail bare Arnasa.] Another valiant man, 
who was mtirdered by Joab. ■ 

And the father ofAmasa was Jether the Ishmeelite.] He 
was an Ishmeelite by birth, but by religion an Israelite : 
or, as others will have it, he was born an Israelite, but bred 
so long among the Ishmeelites, that many called him by 
that name. (See 2 Sam. xvii. 25.) The father of Abishai, 
Joab, and Asahel, is no where mentioned ;• being not emi- 
nent, it seems, as this Jether was ; but their glpry was by 
their mother's side. 

Ver. 18.-4.nd Caleb the son of Hezron begat children.] It 
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is plain this is not Caleb, whom Moses sent to search out 
the land of Canaan ; for ho was the son of Jcphunneh, of 
whom he gives an account below, (iv. 15.) This man is 
called Chelubai, vcr. 9. of this chapter. 

O/Azubah his wife.] It is an ungrounded fancy of the 
Talmudists, in Sota, who say she was called Azubah 
(which signifies forsaken) because Caleb married her for 
the love of God, when nobody would have her. 

And of Jerioth.] This is understood by Conradus Pelli- 
canus, as if he had said, that of his wife Azubah he begat 
Jerioth: for there is nothing in the Hebrew that answers to 
the word children. 

Iler sons are these; Jesher, andShobab, and Ardon.] That 
is, these were the sons of Jerioth. 

Ver. 19. And when Azubah was dead, Caleb took unto 
him Ephrath, which bare him Hur.] This was a very con- 
tinent man, who had but one wife at a time; and lovcel 
Azubah* so well, that he married no other while she lived. 
His second wife also was of such note, that gave name to 
a place in the country of Judah,(ver. 24.) 

Ver. 20. And Hur begat Uri, und Uri begat BezaleeL 

Ver. 21. And afterward Hezron went in to the daughter 
ofMachir. 7 ] After the death of Ephrath, I suppose, he mar- 
ried another woman of an eminent family. 

The father of Gilead.].Thc prince of the country of Gi- 
lead ; as the word father often signifies. , 

Whom he married when he was sixty years old, and she 
bare him Segub. 

Ver. 22. And Segub begat Jair.] Who is called the son 
ofManasseh in Numb, xxxii. 41. because ,his grandmo- 
ther was of that tribe, the daughter of Machir, the son of 
Manassch, (Numb. xx. 29.) 

Who had three-and-twenty cities in the land ofGilead.] 
In the right of his wife, as the common opinion of the Jew- 
ish doctors is : who observe in Scripture two instances of 
husbands that inherited the estate of their wives, though in 
another tribe. The first is in Josh. xxiv. 33. and the other 
in this place ; where Kimchi notes, that this Jair, " the 
son' of Segub, tool» a wife in the land of Gilead, \unto 
whom he succeeded as her heir in her possessions, when 
she was dead: these twenty-three cities being her inherit- 
ance." (See Scldcn, de Successionibus ad Leges Hebr. 
cap. 18.) 

Vcr. 23. And he took Geshur, and Aram, with the towns 
of Jair, from them.] They were afterward called by his 
name, who conquered them, and took them from the neigh- 
bouring Geshurites and Syrians. 

With Kenath and the toiuns thereof, even .threescore 
cities.] The metropolis of which was Kenath: in the taking 
of which he employed a great commander, called Nobah, 
Numb, xxxii. 42. who, I suppose, was of the same. tribe 
and family. 

All these belonged to the sons of Machir,. the father of 
'Gilead.] His posterity possessed these towns. 

Ver. 24. And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb-Ephra- 
tah.] This city was called after the name of both husband 
and wife, (ver. 19.) they being both famous persons. And 
it was also called Beth-lehcm, from the fruitfulncss of the 
place/ ♦ 

Tlien Abiah, Ilezroiis wife, bare him Ashur.] He married 
her when he was very old, (for he was threescore when he 
took his former wife, vor. 21.) and died before the child 



was born, whom ho begat of *>cr. The Jews look upon 
his marrying when he was so old, as proceeding from a 
great desiro of posterity in the family of Pharcz, from 
whom the Messiah was to descend. The same we sec in 
Boaz, who married Ruth when he was old. 

The father of Tekoa.] Who gave name to a famous town 
, in this country, (2 Sam. xiv. 2. Jer. iii. 6.) 

Ver. 25. And the sons of Jerahmeel, the first-born of Hez- 
ron, were Ram the first-born, and Bunah, and Oren, and 
Ozem, and Ahijah. 

Ver. 2G. Jerahmeel had also another wife, whose name 
ivasAtarah: she was the mother of Onam.] There being 
(according to our translation of the foregoing verse) men- 
tion of his former wife, it seems not to be unreasonable to 
take Ahijah to have been the mother of Ram, and the rest, 
which he had by Ahijah. So the words maybe understood, 
supposing the particle mem to be wanting before Ahijah. 

Ver. 27. And the sons of Ram, thefirst-born of Jerahmeel, 
were Maaz, and Jamin, and Eker. 

Ver. 28. And the sons of Onam were Shammai, and Jada. 
And the sons ofShammai, Nadab, andAbishnr.] He sets not 
down the names of the children of Jerahmccrs eldest son, 
by his first wife; but of both those he had by his second. 
The rest, perhaps, had no children, as is noted afterward 
of one of his grandsons, ver; 30. 

Ver. 29. And the name of the wife ofAbishur was Abihail, 
and she bare him Ahban, and Molid.] This, though the se- 
cond son, it seems married first ; and therefore his children 
are mentioned before the other. 

Ver. 30. And the sonsof Nadab ; Seled/andAppaim ; but 
Seled died without children. 

Ver. 31. And the sons ofAppaim; Ishi.] The plural num- 
ber is often used when one son or daughter only is spoken 
of, (as I observed ver. 8.) for in that one all the posterity 
are comprehended. The next words are another example 
of this. 

And the sons of Ishi; Sheshan. And the children ofShe- 
shan; Ahlai.] It is plain from vcr. 34, 35. that this Ahlai 
was not a son, but a daughter. 

Ver. 32. And tlie sons of Jada, the brother of Sliammai.] 
Mentioned in ver. 28. 

Jether, and Jonathan : and Jether died zvithout children.] 
He had neither son nor daughter. 

Ver. 33. And the sons of Jonathan ; Peleth, and Zaza. 
These were the sons of Jerahmeel.] Whose male line he 
carries no farther ; because, perhaps, it failed in these last 
named. 

Ver. 34. Now Sheshan had yio.sons, but daughters,] We 
read of no more than one daughter that he had ; but he 
speaks in the plural number, as before, ver. 31. 

And Sheshan had a servant, an Egyptian, whose name 
wasJarha.] Who being a proselyte, it is probable,- to the 
Jewish religion, and a faithful servant to his master, he 
gave him his freedom, and married his daughter to him. 

■ Vcr. 35. And Sheshan gave his daughter toJarha his ser- 
vant to wife, and she bare him Altai.] This servant was very 
dear to him, and perhaps ruler of his house, as Eliczer of 
Damascus Mas to Abraham ; who, if he had not had a son, 
he looked upon as his heir to all his estate, (Gen. xv. 23.) 
• Ver. 36. And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat 
Zabad. . 

\Ver. 37. And Zabadbegat Ephlal, and Ephlal begat Obed. 
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Ver. 38. And Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Azariah. 

Ver. 39. And Azariah begat Helez, and Helez begat 
Eleasah. 

Ver. 40. And Eleasah begat Sisamai, and Sisamai begat 
Shallum. * • * 

Ver 41. And Shallum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah 
begat Elishama.] We cannot now understand why so long 
a genealogy should be inserted here of the descendants of 
Sheshan's daughter by an Egyptian. - The Jews imagine it 
is the genealogy of Ishmael (who slew Gedaliah, whom the 
king of Babylon left the governor of the land after he had 
taken Jerusalem), who they fancy was the son ofNethaniah 
the son of Elishama,\iist mentioned, (as Jeremiah describes 
him, chap. xli. 1.) which we might have believed, if this 
genealogy had so concluded : in which, as there is no men- 
tion of Nethaniah, as the son of Elishama (but the genea- 
logy ends with Elishama, and goes no further), so it is not 
probable, that the descent of so infamous a person, though 
of the seed-royal, should be deduced thus largely. 

Ver. 42. Now the sons of Caleb.] Called Chelubai, ver. 9. 

The brother of Jerahmeel.] This is added to shew he 
speaks of the same Caleb there mentioned, and ver. 18. 

Were Mesha his first-born.'] By a third wife ; for his chil- 
dren by Azubah and Ephrath are named before. 

The father of Ziph.] The prince of Ziph, as some under- 
stand it. There were two places of this name, in the tribe 
of Judah. (See Josh. xv. 24, 25.) 

And the sous ofMareshah, the father of Hebron. ,] Hebron 
here is the name of a man, not of a place : for his posterity 
is immediately mentioned: but Kimchi makes this to be 
the sense of these and the foregoing words : The sons of 
Ziph were Mareshah, th^ father of Hebron. Which is very 
natural. 

Ver. 43. Tlie sons of Hebron; Korah, and Tappuah, and 
Jlekem, andShema. 

Ver. 44. And Shema begat Raham, the father ofJorkoam ; 
and Rekem begat Shammai. 

Ver. 45. And the son of Shammai was Maon : and Maon 
was the father of Beth-zur.] Who gave name to aplace in the 
tribe of Judah, (Josh. xv. 58.) Which Josephus saith was in 
the mountainous part of it, as the word imports. Maon 
also is a well-known name to a wilderness in this tribe. 

Ver. 46. And Ephah, Caleb's concubine, bare Haran, and 
Moza, and Gazez.] Besides his forenamed wives, he mar- 
ried a concubine: whieh was an inferior sort of wife, as 
I have shewn upon Gen. xxv. G. 

And Haran begat Gazez.] This is another Gazez; to 
whom Haran gave the name of his younger brother. 

Ver. 47. And the sons of JaMai; Regem, and Jotham, 
and Geshan, and Pelet, and Ephah, and Shaaph.] We read 
nothing of Jahdai in the foregoing genealogy : but the Jews 
take him for one of the sons of Ephah beforenamed ; and 
most probably Moza, next brother to Haran: whose pos- 
terity is here set down, as Haran's was before. Moza 
therefore had two names ; which 'was not unusual among 
the Jews. 

Vcr.48. AndMaachah, Caleb's concubine,bareSheber,and 
Tirhanah.] This Caleb was a great man, and could main- 
tain many wives; which he took, and had a numerous 
issue by them. 

Ver. 49. She bare also Shaaph the father ofMadmauuah, 
Sheva the father of Machbenah, and the father of Gibea.] 

Digitized by 



By the word father in this versfe, in all likelihood, is meant 
the prince or ruler of these places. For Gibea was a city 
in the tribe of Judah; and so was Madmannah, (Josh, 
xv. 31. 57.) 

And the daughter of Caleb was Achsa.] Who is mentioned 
in the books of Joshua and Judges : but it is not said by 
what wife he had her. She was married to a great man, 
Othniel, (Josh. xv. 17. Judg. i. 12.) 

Ver. 50. These tvere the sons of Caleb the son ofHur, 
the first-born of Ephr at ah.] This was* another Caleb, dc* 
scended from the foregoing, by Hur his son by Ephrath, 
(ver. 19.) who had this son, whom he called Caleb, after 
the name of his grandfather. 

Shobal the father of Kirjath-jearim."] The Targum trans- 
lates it the prince of Kirjath-jearim : which is a place, 
as Beth-lehem, and Beth-gader were, of which two other 
persons arc presently after said to be the father. But Kim- 
chi takes the word father in the proper sense, and thinks 
Shobal's posterity possessed the city of Kirjath-jearim. 

Ver. 51. Salma the father of Beth-lehem, and Hareph 
the father of Beth-gader.] It is not material, which way 
we understand this ; cither as the Targum or as Kimchi 
expounds the word father in the foregoing verse. 
• Ver. 52. Shobal, the father of Kirjath-jearim, had sons; 
Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites.] The Hebrew words 
being Haroeh, Hatzi, Hammenioth, the LXX. expound 
them, as if Shobal had three sons, Araa, and Aisi, and Am- 
manith. But Kimchi takes the last word for the name of 
a.place; which is evident from ver. 54. where the other 
half of it is mentioned : and of one half he thinks Haroeh 
was the lord and governor. But Jacehiades follows the 
LXX. and leaves Kimchi's explication. 

Ver. 53. And the families of Kirjath-jearim ; the Ithrites, 
and the Pnhites, and the Shumathites, and the Mishraites.] 
The inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim were divided into several 
families (as Kimchi interprets it), and these here mentioned 
were the heads of families, denominated from Ithra or Je- 
ther, and Puhah, &c. as from Jimna came the family of the 
Jimnites, and from Beriah the family of the Berites, in 
Numb. xxvi. 44. 

Of them came the Zareathites, and the Eshtaulites.] The 
same Kimchi observes, that Zarah and Eshtaol were. two 
cities in the tribe of Judah ; which were built by two Qf 
Kirjath-jearim of this name. Who inhabited these places, 
and left two great families, who were from them called 
Zareathites, and Eshtaulites. 

Ver. 54. And the sons of Salma; Beth-lehem y and the 
Netophathites, Ataroth, the house of Joab, and half of 
the Manahethites, and the Zorites.] This Salma, the son of 
Caleb the younger, (ver. 51.) had a numerous posterity. 
For from him descended the inhabitants of Beth-lehem (so 
we are to understand this word, for Beth-lehem was the 
name of a place, not of a man), the Netophathites, and 
those of Ataroth, and Beth-Joab (so these words we trans- 
late the house of Joab should bo rendered ; for he is not 
speaking of Joab's family, but of Caleb's), and half of 
the Manahethites, and the Zorites, who were a people 
possessed of a town called Zorah : where the other 
half dwelt. 

Ver. 55. And the families of the scribes which dwelt at 
Jabez.] This place, Kimchi thinks, might possibly be built 
byJabez,(an honourable person, mentioned chap, iv. 9.) in 
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which some doctors of the law dwelt, who were of the 
family of Salma ; for of these he is still speaking. 

The Tirathites, the Shimeatkites, and Suchathites. These 
are the Kenites that came ofllemath, the father of the house 
of Recital.] These Kenites, as R.Solomon thinks, were the 
inhabitants of a place called Cani, in the tribe of Judah : 
(Josh. xv. 57.) though it must be acknowledged also, some 
of the Kenites, the posterity of Jethro, did settle in the 
same tribe, (Judg. i. 16.) of whom, some think, Ezra here 
speaks. And then Hemath descended from Jethro, who 
was the father, that is, the prince, of Beth-Rechab ; so 
the last words may be understood. There were other Ke- 
nites, descended from Heber, who dwelt in the tribe of 
Naphtali, or Manasseh, (Judg. iv. 11.) 



.CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. Ill OW these were the sons of David.'] Having 
given a large account of the posterity of Hezron, he re- 
turns to David beforementioned, chap. ii. 15. 

Which ivere bom tinto him in Hebron.'] Before he was 
king of all Israel. 

The first-born Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess ; the 
second, Daniel, of Abigail the Carmelitess.] This second 
son is called Chileab in 2 Sam. iii. 3. where I have given 
an account of it. And here it may be noted, once for all, 
that it was a frequent thing among the Jews for men to 
have two names ; especially when they lived sometimes in 
one country and sometimes in another. This appears from 
a famous case mentioned in the Gemara of Codex Gittim, 
where it is resolved, that if a .man have two wives, one in 
Judea, and "another in Galilee, and he gave a bill of di- 
vorce to her in Judea, subscribing to it his name whereby 
he is known in Galilee, the bill is void.. And in like 
manner, if he write his name whereby he goes in Judea, 
unto a bill of divorce to his wife in Galilee, it is of no 
effect. 

Ver. 2. TJie third, Absalom; the son of Maachah, the 
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur ; the fourth, Adonij ah, 
the son of Ilaggith. 

Ver. 3. TJie fifth, Shephatiah ofAbital; the sixth, Ith- 
ream, ofEglah his wife.] This Eglah is generally thought 
by the Jews to be Michal daughter of Saul, (see my notes 
upon 2 Sam. iii. 5.) who, some think, is peculiarly called 
his ivife, because she was his only, legal wife, according 
to the Divine institution: all the rest he took by custom 
then reigning. 

Ver. 4. These six were born to him in Hebron,' and there 
he reigned seven years and six months: and in Jenisalem he 
reigned thirty-three years.] This hath been explained in 
2 Sam. v. 

Ver. 5. And these were born to him in Jerusalem; Shimea, 
and Shobab, and Nathan, and Solomon, four, ofBath-shua 
daughter of Ammiel.] In 2 Sam. xi. 3. she is called Bath* 
sheba (as she is through the whole Scripture), and her 
father Eliam. But I observed just now, it was usual among 
the Jews to have two names : though there is no great 
difference in this first of these, no more than there is be- 
tween Shammah and Shimea ; the vowels being only 
changed, not the consonants, of which the names consist. 
Solomon was the eldest of these four sons ; but he is men- 



tioned last, because the discourse was to return to his 
genealogy, (ver. 10.) 

Ver. G. Ibhar also, and Elishama,and Eliphclet.] There 
is a small difference in the name of the second of these, as 
he is mentioned 2 Sam. v. 15. where he is called Elishua. 
Ver. 7. AndNogah, and Nejiheg, and Japhia. 
Ver. 8. AndElishama, and Eliada, and Eliphelet.] Two 
of these names are mentioned before; who, it is supposed, 
died in their infancy: and therefore he preserved their me- 
mory, by giving their names unto two others, who were 
born afterward, and lived longer. So Kimchi. 

Nine.] Besides the four born of Bath-sheba ; (ver. 5.) but 
there are only seven mentioned in 2 Sam. v. 16. those two 
who died early being there omitted. (See my notes on that 
place.) 

Ver. 9. These were all the sons of David, besides the sons 
of the concubines.] Who are not mentioned, either here or 
in Samuel. 
And Tamar their sister.] See 2 Sam. xiii. 1.' 
Ver. 10. And Solomon's son teas Rehoboam, Abia his son, 
Asa his son, Jehoshaphat his son. 

Ver. 11. Joram his son, Ahaziah his son, Joash his son. 
Ver. 12. Amaziahhis son,Azariahhis son,Jotham his son. 
Ver. 13. Ahaz his son, Hezehiah his son, Manasseh his son. 
Ver. 14. Amon his son, Jdsiah his son. 
Ver. 15. And the sons ofJosiah were, the first-born Joha- 
nan.] There is nothing needs explaining in the foregoing 
genealogy down from Solomon to this time : but here is some 
difficulty: for this Johanan is thought by many to be the same 
with Jehoahaz, who succeeded Josiah in the throne. But 
he was not his first-born ; being but twenty-three years old 
when the people made him king, and after three months' 
time, his brother, being put in his place, is said to be twenty- 
five years old, (2 Kings xxiii. 31. 3G.) Petavius hath said 
a great deal about this in his annotations upon Epiphanius 
ad Heeres. Epicur. p. 18. But, after all, I take the truth 
to be, that Johanan was his eldest son, but died before his 
father: and therefore is not mentioned in the book of the 
Kings : as Jehoahaz is not mentioned here, being made 
king by the people of the land, and presently dethroned. 

TJie second Jehoiahim.] Who w r as next to him, to whom 
by right of succession the kingdom belonged : he being the 
eldest now Johanan was dead. He was called by his father 
Eliakim: but had this other name imposed on him by the 
king of Egypt, (2 Kings xxiii. 34.) 

The third Zedehiah.] Who was the youngest of all Jo- 
siah's sons, as appears by his age, when he w r as made king 
after Jehoiakim was carried captive. The same Petavius 
thinks there were tw r o Zedekiahs: one the son ofJosiah, 
who was their last king; the other the son of Jeconiah 
(mentioned in the next verse), who never came to be king. 
TJie fourth Shallum.] This was the next son to Jehoia- 
kim, and the same with Jehoahaz, as is plain from Jer. 
xxii. 11 . (See my notes upon 2 Kings xxiii. 30, 31.) He 
is put last, because he was not at all considerable; being 
made king by a popular faction; and in three months' time 
thrust out of his throne by the king of Egypt, who carried 
him thither, and there he died. 

Ver. 1G. And the sons of Jehoiakim; Jeconiah his son, 
Zedehiah his son.] The posterity of Jeconiah is set down 
in the next verse; and therefore here by the word son we 
must understand his successor in the kingdom. Thus Se- 
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neca makes Atreus and Tantalus to be descendants of> 
Inachus ; because they succeeded him in the kingdom of 
Argos. And in like maimer Jacobus Capellns here ob- 
serves, (in his Histor. Sacra et Exotica, ad A. M. 3424.) 
that u Multi filii dicuntur, qui legaliter tantum erant filii, 
id est, haeredes ;" many are called sons, who were only sons 
legally, that is y heirs. Of which he makes Zedekiah an ex- 
ample, who is here called the son of Jeconiah (who was 
his uncle, 2 Kingsxxiv. 17.) because he succeeded him. 

Ver. 17. Arid the sons of Jeconiah, Assir; Salathiel his 
son.] Some think 4ssir is not the name of his son, but sig- 
nifies captive; to denote that his son Salathiel was born 
when he was a captive in Babylon, as St. Matthew notes, 
(chap. i. 12.) which doth not contradict the prophecy of Je- 
remiah, who said he should die childless; (Jer. xxii. 30.) 
for* his meaning is no more, but that he should have no 
child sitting on the throne after him. But Jacobus Capel- 
lus, in the place forenamed, makes Salathiel another in- 
stance of an heir being called a son. For he thinks he 
succeeded Jeconiah in the dignity to which he was re- 
stored by Evil-Merodach; but was the son of Neri, who 
sprung from Nathan. 

Ver. 18. Malchiram also, and Pedaiah, and Shenazar, 
Jecamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.] These were not all 
the immediate sons of Jeconiah, but the sons of Salathiel; 
as may be gathered from hence: that in the next verse Ze- 
rubbabelis said to be the son of Pedaiah, and in St. Matthew 
(chap. i. 12.) to be the son of Salathiel; that is, his grand- 
son. So there is something to be supplied, to make out : 
the sense of this verse, viz. The so?is also of Salathiel were 
Malchiram, andPedaiah, &c. But Grotius (on Matt. i. 23.) 
thinks, that Zerubbabel here mentioned is not he, who was 
the leader of God's people when they returned from their 
captivity in Babylon; with whom Huetius also agrees. 
But others think, this may better be solved by supposing, 
that Salathiel dying without children, Pedaiah raised up 
seed to his brother, as the Scripture speaks, and begat Ze- 
rubbabel of Salathiel's wife. • Who therefore was the son 
of Pedaiah, because begotten by him ; and yet the son of 
Salathiel, because begotten of his wife; who had no son 
by Salathiel, but by Pedaiah ; who begat him not to be his 
heir, but the heir of his brother who was dead. 

Ver. 19. And the sons of Pedaiah were Zerubbabel, and 
Shimei: and the sons of Zerubbabel; Meshutlam, and Ha- 
naniah, and Shelomith their sister.'] That is, sister to the 
two sons beforenamed ; she having the same father and 
mother that they had : which the other five mentioned in 
the next verse, it is supposed, had not; but were by an- 
other mother, though they had the same father. 

Ver. 20. And Hashubah, and Ohel, and Berechiah, and 
Hasadiah, Jushab-hesed,five.] Upon this they ground their 
opinion, who think the Zerubbabel here mentioned is not 
he that was the governor of the people after the captivity; 
for his son's name was Rhesa, (Luke iii. 27.) who is not 
found among the eight children that are here reckoned up. 

Ver. 21. And tlie sons of Ilananiah; Pelatiah, and Je- 
saiah.] These arc the sons of the second son of Zerubbabel, 
(ver. 19.) 

The sons ofRephaiah, the sons of Arnan, the sons of Oba- 
diah, the sons of SJiecaniah.] These four (and their sons) 
seem to have been likewise the children of Hananiah. 

Ver. 22. And the sons ofShecaniah; Shemaiah: and the 
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sons of Shemaiah; Hattush, and Igeal, and Bariah, and' 
Neariah, and Shaphat, six.] Here are but five sons of She- 
maiah; and therefore the Hebrew word Shishah (which we" 
translate six) is rather the name of his last son; who might 
possibly be so called, because he was his sixth son. 

Ver. 23. And the sons of Neariah; Elioenai, and Heze- 
kiah,and Azrikam, three.'] The rest of Shemaiah's sons had 
no issue. 

Ver. %4. And the sons of Elioenai were Hodaiah, and 
Eliashib, and Pelaiah, and Akkub, and Johanan, and Da- " 
laiah, and Anani, seven.]' The Targum here hath a very 
strange observation: for after the word Anani,, he salth, 
"He is the king Messiah, who is to be revealed." The 
reason of which is given in the famous book Tanchuma (as 
Beckius here notes), because it is said in Dan. vii . 13. He saw 
in a vision, and, behold, one like the Son of Man, im anani 
(in the cloudsj; which certainly was a vision of the Mes- 
siah, as Saadis Gaon acknowledges. And this use is to 
be made of this passage, that their minds were always full 
of the thoughts of the Messiah, and that they expected he 
should be revealed (as they speak) so many generation's 
after Zerubbabel : whiefy is an argument he came long ago. 
St. Matthew, indeed, counts more generations from Zernb- V 
babel to our Saviour's birth than are here mentioned, and 
hath quite different names in this succession : which is an- 
other argument that this Zerubbabel in the Chronicles is 
not the same with him in St. Matthew. And, indeed, though 
some persons in Scripture have two names, yet it is not 
likely that so many persons as are reckoned in this succes- 
sion, should all have quite different names. Therefore St. 
Matthew's genealogy is not here recorded : but he had it ' 
out of the public tables, which were kept by the priests of 
all the great families of Judah : particularly that of David's, * 
out of whose family they expected the Messiah should 
come,. would not fail to keep a punctual account of his' 
successors in every generation. 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JL HE sons of Judah; Pharez, Ilezron, Carmi, m 
Uur, and Shobal.] By the sons of Judah are meant his 
posterity : for here is only one of his sons mentioned in 
this place ; viz. Pharez : whose son Hezron begat Carmi, 
(the same with Chelubai and Caleb,' chap. ii. 9. 18.) whose 
sons were Hur and Shobab: who is the same, I suppose, 
with Shobal ; of whose posterity he intends here to give an 
account. 

Ver. 2. And Reaiah the so?i of Shobal begat Jahath, and 
Jahath begat Ahumai, and Lahad. These are the families of 
the Zorathites.] Zora is not the name of a man, but of a 
place in the tribe of Judah: where several families of that 
tribe* settled themselves, who were descended from Ja- 
hath, Shumai, and Lahad, the sons and grandsons of Sho- 
bal, by whom this city was built and inhabited. Thus Kim- 
chi explains this place. 

- Ver. 3. And these were of the father of Et am.] Descended 
from the lord of a place called Etam: which was in this 
tribe, (ver. 32.) 

Jezreel, and Ishma, and Idbash.] These were the sons of 
the lord of Etam: whose name is not here recorded. 

* And the name of their sister was Hazelelponi.] Who, it is 
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likely, was a very eminent woman: and therefore her name 
is remembered ; though now we are ignorant of the particu- 
lar reason there was then for it. 

Ver. 4. And Pemtel the father of Gedor.] In the eigh- 
teenth verse of this chapter, Jered is said to be the father, 
that is, the lord, of Gcdor. But there might be then two 
lords of the same city; as there are now among us several 
lordships in the same town. 

And Ezer the father of Hushah. These are the sons of 
Httr.] By some other wife than her, by whom he had the 
children mentioned chap. ii. ver. 20. 1 

The first-born of Ephratah.] Sec there, ver. 19. 

TIiefatherofBeth-lehem.] In the second chapter, ver. 52. 
Salma is said to be the father of Beth-lehem; but that 
doth not contradict this : for they might both be lords of 
the same place, especially one being the grandfather, the 
other the son. 

Ver. 5. And Ashur the father of Tekoa had two wives, 
Ilelah and Naarah.] See chap. ii. ver. 24. 
* Ver. 6. And Naarah bare him Ahuzam, and Ilepher, and 
Temeni, and Haahashtari. TJiese were the sons of Naarah.} 
His first wife being barren for some time, it moved him to 
take another ; who bare him these sonsl 

Ver. 7. And the sons of Helah were Zereth, and Jezoar, 
andEthnan.] Afterward his first wife grew fruitful, and bare 
him as many sons as the other. For it is probable thatCoz 
(mentioned in the next words) was her son. 

Ver. 8. And Coz begat Anub, and Zobebah, and the fa- 
milies ofAharhel the son of Harum.] I suppose several 
families sprung from Aharhel, who was the son of Coz by 
his wife Harum. 

Ver. 9. And Jabez.] It is very uncertain who Jabez was: 
perhaps the founder of one of the families of Aharhel; 
But the Targum both here and upon chap. ii. 55. saith, he 
was the same with Othniel. But this is a Jewish fancy, 
confuted by ver. 13. 

Was more honourable than his brethren.} Wiser in the 
law, as the Targum expounds it: who had respect, it is 
likely, to his piety and devotion, expressed in the next 
verse. Others think he was a person of greater courage 
and valour, for which Othniel was famous. 

And his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I 
bare him with sorrow.] She had a very hard labour, when 
she was in travail with him. 

Ver. 10. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, 
Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast.] 
He prayed for the help of God, to drive out the Canaanites, 
and make room for his family; that they might dwell more 
commodiously. 

And that thy hand might be with me.*] As it was with 
Othniel, to enable him to take Kirjath-scpher, as we read 
in the first chapter of Judges. 

And that thouwouldest keep me from evil, that it may not 
<jrieve me!] Preserve him in health, and prosper him, when 
he had enlarged his border: that he might not live in such 
misery, as that wherewith his mother brought him forth. 
For in the word grieve, most think he alludes to the pains 
of his mother in her travail. 

And God granted him that which he requested.] And the 
rather, because he had herehy greater leisure for the study 
of the law, and instructing others in piety, as many un- 
derstand it. For the Jews think this Jabez was an emi- 



nent doctor of the law, and lef behind him a great many 
disciples, who are mentioned, they suppose, in the last 
verse of the second chapter of this book; where we read 
of the family of the scribes that dwelt at Jabez. 

Ver. 11. And Chelub, the brother of Shuah, begat Mehir, 
which was the father ofEshton. 

Ver. 12. And Eshton begat Beth-rapha, and Paseah, and 
Tehinnah the father of Ir-nahash. These are the men ofRe- 
chah.] The persons whose posterity possessed the city of 
Rcchah: of which we have no mention elsewhere. 
- Ver. 13. TJiesons ofKenaz.] It is not said whose son he 
was: it is likely of Chelub, mentioned ver. 11. 

Othniel, and Seraiah : and the sons of Othniel; Hathqth.] 

And likewise Meonothai, mentioned in the next verse: for 

• after his sons follow the sons of Othniel's younger brother. 

Ver. 14. And Meonothai begat Ophrah: and Seraiah be- 
gat Joab, the father of the valley of Charashim.] Or, of 
those that dwelt in Gecharashim : which was a, city in the 
tribe of Benjamin, mentioned in Nehcm. xi.35. 

For tltey were craftsmen.] The smiths that dwelt and 
wrought there gave it the name of Charashim : by which 
word some understand carpenters. For in this catalogue 
several such-like sort of persons are mentioned : such as 
potters, and weavers, and gardeners, (ver. 21. 23.) For so- 
cieties cannot consist only of one sort of persons; but must 
be composed of men of different and various employments. 
As Strigelius observes out of Aristotle, "A city is not 
composed of physicians and physicians; but of physicians 
and ploughmen/' So the son of Sirach discourses, that 
though such kind of men are not fit to be admitted to coun- 
sel, '* yet they maintain the state of the world," (Ecclus. 
xxxviii. 34.) When Solomon, indeed, began to reign, there 
were not many craftsmen in Israel, but afterward they 
increased : and such honour was paid unto arts, that they 
took care to preserve the memory of such persons and fa- 
milies as applied themselves that way ; as appears by this 
very verse,* and ver. 21. 23. of this chapter. Whence the 
prophet Isaiah foretells this as a judgment God would send 
upon them, that he would take away their artificers, (chap, 
iii. 5.) And when Jerusalem was taken by the Baby- 
lonians, it is said, they carried away all the craftsmen, 
(2 Kings xxiv. 14.) 

Ver. 15. And the sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh; 
Irn,Elah> and Naam.] Some take this Jephunneh to be 
the same with Hczron, whose son Caleb was: and had this 
son by a different wife from her mentioned chap. ii. 18. 

And the sons of Elah, even Kenaz.] Or rather Uknaz was 
the son of Elah: as some of the Jews understand it. 

Ver. 16. And the sons of JehaleleeL] Who was the son 
of Uknaz last mentioned. 

Ziph, and Ziphah, Tiria, and Asareel. 

Ver. 17. And the sons of Ezra.] Who was the son of 
Asareel last named. 

Were Jether, and Mered, and Epher, andJalon : and site 
bare] That is, Bithiah the wife of Mered (mentioned in the 
next verse) bare the sons following. 

Miriam, and Shammai.] Miriam was the name of a man, 
as well as of a woman : and there are several such instances 
in Scripture, as Kimchi observes on this place. 

And Jshbah thefather of Eshtemoa.] It is uncertain whe- 
ther Eshtcraoa be the name of a person, or of a place 
whereof he was lord. 
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Ver. 18. And his tvife Jehudijah bare Jered.] Mered had 
this son by another wife called Jehudijah. 

Tlie father of Gedor, and Heber the father of Socho, and 
Jekuthiel the father ofZanoah.] The Targum, and Jarchi, 
with others, by father, in all these three instances, under- 
stand the lord or ruler of those cities, which were in the 
tribe of Judah. (See Josh. xv. 34, 35.) 

And these are the sons ofBithiah.] Mentioned in the fore- 
going verse. 

The daughter of Pharaoh, which Mered took.] That is, 
married. But it is not likely he married the daughter of 
the king of Egypt, unless some natural daughter: but ra- 
ther of some other person, called by the name of Pha- 
raoh ; who might be an Israelite as well as an Egyptian : 
names being, upon several occasions, given from other 
countries. 

Ver. 19. And the sons of his wife Hodiah.] This was his 
third wife. 

Tlie sister ofNaham.] It seems to me more reasonable to 
translate it Achotnaam: who was his son by Hodiah. 

The father of Keilah the Garmite, and Eshtemoa the 
Maachathite.] These were his grandsons, who are fre- 
quently in Scripture called sous. 

Ver. 20. And the sons of Shimon.'] Who is supposed to 
be another son of Mered by his last wife. 

Were Amnon, and Rinnah, Ben-hanan, and Tilon. 

And the sons oflshi.] Who is thought to be the son of 
Tilon last mentioned. 

Were Zoheth, and Ben-zoheth. 

Ver. 21. Tlie sons ofShelah the son of Judah were Er.] 
Having given an account of those descended from Pbarez 
the eldest son of Judah, and Zcrah,whom Judah had by 
Tamar, (chap. ii. 4, 5.) he now relates the posterity of 
Shclah, whom he had by his wife Shuah, (Gen. xxxviii. 5.) 

The father of Lecah.] This was a city in the tribe of Ju- 
dah, of which Er was the lord. 

And Laadah, the father of 3Iareshah.] Another city in the 
same tribe. 

And the families of the house of them that wrought fine 
linen.'] From him came all those families that were famous 
for this sort of workmanship in fine linen : wherewith their 
kings. and priests were clothed, as the Targum notes. 

Of the house ofAshbea.] The principal of which, I sup- 
pose, were those of this man's posterity. 

Ver. 22., And Jokim.] This was cither a person or a fa- 
mily descended from Shelah. 

And the men of Chozeba.] They were another family 
sprung from the same root: who settled in this place. 

And Joash, and Saraph, who had the dominion in Moab.] 
Conquered several places there, in the time of David: or 
had the government of them given by him. The Targum 
takes the Hebrew word Baalu, as if it signified that they 
married wives in the country of Moab. 

And Jashubi-lehem.] Or rather, the inhabitants ofLehem: 
a place where some of Shelah 's posterity settled. 

And these are ancient things.] That is, these things which 
have been related concerning Joash and Saraph (as Kim- 
chi interprets it), who had dominion in Moab, .shew that 
they were long ago : but now, as it follows, their condition 
was altered. 

Ver. 23. TJtese were the potters, and those that dwelt 
among plants and hedges.] Or rather, these now are potters, 



&c. being fallen from the glory and splendour wherein they 
formerly lived, to common and mean employments^ 

Tliere they dwelt with the king for his work.] This is 
commonly understood, as if they stayed in Babylon (for 
there was no king now in Jndea) to be vine-dress.ers, gar- 
deners, and husbandmen, under that monarch: whose ser- 
vice they liked so well, that they chose to continue in it, 
rather than return to Jerusalem. 

Ver. 24. Tlie sons of Simeon were Nemuel, and Jamin, 
Jarib, Zerah, and Shaul.] This tribe is mentioned next to* 
Judah, because they were neighbours to them : part of 
their possessions being taken out of the tribe of Judah, 
(Josh. xix. 1, &c.) But the names of some of Simeon's sons 
were much altered, by length of time, from what they were 
when they went down into Egypt, (Gen. xlvi.10.) And 
Ohad, there mentioned, is not here remembered : because, 
it is likely, he had no issue. 

Ver. 25. Shallum his son.] That is, he was the son of 
Shaul, last mentioned. 

Mibsam his son, Mishma his son. 

Ver. 26. And the sons of Mishma; Hamuel his son, Zac- 
chur his son, Shimei his son.] It seems Mibsam had no son. * 

Ver. 27. And Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters.] 
The posterity of his eldest sons are not taken notice of: 
but only, as it follows, that they had not many. 

But his brethren had not many children, neither did all 
their family multiply like to the children of Judah.] Which 
evidently appears by the number that was taken of them 
at their first muster, Numb. L 23. where we find that they 
were but fifty-nine thousand and three hundred: when the 
children of Judah were threescore and fourteen thousand 
and six hundred, (ver. 26.) And at the next muster there 
was a far greater inequality, (Numb. xxvi. 14. .22.) 

Ver. 28. And they dwelt at Beer-sheba, and Moladah, 
and Hazar-Shual.] These places arc mentioned in Josh, 
xix. 2, 3. 

Ver. 29. And at Bilhah.] Called Balah, in the place 
abovenamed. 

And at Ezem, and at Tolad.] These are called. Azem, 
and Eltolad, the former part of names being often cut off; 
as Hermon for Baal-Hcrmon, (Judg. iii.3.) Shittim, (Numb. 
xxv. 1.) for Abcl-Shittim, (Numb, xxxiii. 49, &c.) 

Ver.30. And at Bethuel, andat Hormah, andat Ziklag.] 
See Josh. xix. 4, 5. 

Ver. 31. And at Beth-marcaboth, and at Hazar-susim.] 
Called there, Josh. xix. 5. Hazar-susah. 

And at Beth-birei, and at Shaaraim.] The names are dif- 
ferent in Josh. xix. 6. 

Tliese were their cities unto the reign of David.] Who, 
the Jews fancy, took these cities from them, and gave them? 
again to Judah. Which is not likely, nor doth the word 
tinto' denote that they held them no longer, than till the 
reign of David : but that when he came to the crown their 
families dwelt here; though Ziklag had been in the pos- 
session of the Philistines, who gave it to David, as his 
own town. 

Ver. 32. And their villages were Etam, and Ain, Rim- 
mon,and Tochen,and Ashan.] Here is one place mentioned, 
more than is in Josh. xix. 7, which they had some way ac- 
quired since his days. 

Ver. 33. And all their villages that were round about the 
same cities,nnto BaaL] Called Baalath-beer, Josh. xix. 8, 
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Time tuere their habitations, and their genealogy .] Or, 
as it is in the margin, they divided themselves by nations 
among them; i.e. among these places. 

Ver. 34. And Meshobab, and Jamlech, and Joshah, the 
son of Amaziah.] These, and the rest that follow, seem to 
have been very eminent persons in this tribe: by whose 
valour these great things were performed, which are men- 
tioned ver. 38, 39, &c. There is so great a resemblance 
in tho name, that some fancy the name 'Ia/ij3Xtxoc among 
the Greeks came from this name Jamlech. 

Ver. 35. And Joel, and Jehu tfie son of Josibiah, the son 
of Seraiah, the son ofAsieL 

Ver. 3G. And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, and Jeshohaiah, 
and Asaiah, and Adiel, and Jesimiel, and Benaiah. 

Ver. 37. And Ziza the son of Shiphi, the son of Alton, 
the son ofJedaiah, the son ofShimri, the son of Sliemaiah. 

Ver. 38. Tliese mentioned by their names.'] Whose names 
are mentioned in the four foregoing verses. 

Were princes in their families.'] Great persons of chief 
authority in their several families. 

And the house of their fathers increased exceedingly.] By 
their, valour they enlarged their habitations, which were 
too strait for them. 

. Ver. 39. And they went to the entrance of Gedor.] There 
was a place of this name belonging unto Judah, (Josh. xv. 
58.) and another called Gederah, appertaining to the same 
tribie, (ver. 36.) out of which perhaps Judah had not driven , 
the old inhabitants: and therefore the Simeonites wanting 
room, .went thither, and by dispossessing them enlarged 
their border. But sec the next verse, which places Gedor 
elsewhere. 

Even unto the east side of the valley, to seek pasture for 
their flocks.] For their sheep and their goats : which arc 
properly meant by flocks. 

. Ver. 40.' And they found fat pasture and good, and the 
land was wide, and quiet, and peaceable.] So that they 
might feed their flocks securely. 

For they of Ham had dwelt there of old.] This had in- 
clined Bochart to think, that Gedor was some place in 
Arabia, where some of the posterity of Ham settled, as he 
hath demonstrated. And the Arabians being wholly ad- 
dicted to pasturage, sought out the best ground they could 
find for the feeding their flocks. Whose country the Simeon- 
ites made no scruple to invade ; the posterity of Ham being 
accursed by Noah. (See his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap.l.) 

Ver. 41. And these written by name came in the days of 
Hezekiah king of Judah.] Their names arc set down before, 
•ver. 34 — 37. now the time is recorded wherein they per-, 
formed such memorable exploits, which was in the reign 
of Hezekiah king of Judah. That is, as some take it, a 
little before the ten tribes were carried captive :* or rather, 
some time after it, when these Simeonites, who were mixed 
with Judah, finding themselves very much straitened, made 
this expedition. 

And^sniote their tents, and the habitations that were found 
there.] Jf they smote their tents, then it was sufficiently 
evident they smote their habitations ; for they dwelt in 
tents. Therefore the word Meunim, I have shewn upon 
Judg. x. 12. (see my notes there), doth not signify habita- 
tions, but a people in Arabia, who dwelt in tents: which 
the Simeonites smote, as it here follows, and settled them- 
selves in their place. 



And destroyed them utterly Jnto this day, and dwelt in 
their rooms.] There were none remained to attempt the 
recovery of their country any more: but the Simeonites 
possessed it when this book was written, after the captivity 
ofBabylon. 

Because there was pasture therefor their flocks. "\ Which ■ 
made them seek for no other settlement. 

Ver. 42. And some of them, even of the sons of Simeon, 
five hundred men, went to Mount Seir, having for their cap* 
tains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Repltaiah, and Uzziel, the 
sons ofJshi.] Another body of them under these four great 
commanders, who were brethren, settled . themselves, in » 
some part of the country of the Edomites : being forced to 
seek for subsistence abroad ; either when the Assyrians in- 
vaded their country, or afterward, when it w r as destroyed, 
and there was not room enough for them among the Jews ; » 
whither many of them fled. 

Ver. 43. And they smote the rest of the Amalekites that 
were escaped.] Who escaped the hands of Saul, and of 
David. 

And dwelt there unto this day.] The king of Babylon 
did not disturb them in these new possessions : which were . 
small, and not worth his regard. - 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW the sons of Reuben, the first-born of Israel^ 
(for he was the first-born ; but, forasmuch as he defiled his 
father's bed, his birthright was given unto Joseph the son of 
Israel.'] The double portion, which was the right of the 
first-born, (Deut. xxi. 16, 17.) was given to Joseph : whose • 
two sons had each of them a lot in the land of Canaan; as 
if they had been the sons of Israel. The Jewish doctors 
say there were two other prerogatives belonging to the first- 
born; viz. the principality, and the priesthood : the former 
of which was given to Judah, the latter to Levi. But I see 
no ground to think the priesthood was annexed to it : and . 
as for the other, it is taken notice of in the following 
verse. 

And the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birth* 
right.] This is the reason why neither Reuben's nor Jo- 
seph's genealogy is first set down : for though the double 
portion belonged to the first-born, yet he had not there- 
fore the pre-eminence in other things, as it here follows. 

Ver. 2. For Judah prevailed above his brethren.] That is, 
the tribe of Judah (not his person), which was the most 
powerful, and in all things, as I before shewed, preferred 
to the rest. 

And of him came the chief rider.] This is the principal 
reason why he prevailed, because the great prince of the . 
people was to arise out of this tribe: first David, and at* 
last the Messiah. 

But the birthright was Joseph's).] Or, though the birth- 
right was Joseph's; yet, for the reason beforementioned, ; 
Judah's genealogy is first set down. 

Ver. 3. The sons of Reuben, the first-born of Israel, were 
Hanoch, and Pallti, and Hezron, and Carmu] See Gen. 
xlvi. 19. 

Ver. 4. Tlie sons of Joel] Who, it is likely, was the son 
of Hanoch the eldest son of Reuben : because it appears 
from ver. G. that he here gives an account of the chief per-. 
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sons of this tribe; and consequently those who were de- 
scended from the first-born. 

Shemaiah his son, Gog his son, Shimei his son. 

Ver. 5. Micah his son, Reaia his son, Baal his son. 

Ver. G. Beerah his son.] Whom the Targum takes for a 
.prophet, the father of Hosea, who is called Beeri, Hos. i. 1. 
But that is a mere fancy ; for that prophet was of the tribe 
•of Issachar, but this Beerah of the tribe of Reuben. 

Whom Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria carried away 
captive out of their 6wn land.] He is called Tiglath-pileser, 
2 Kings xv. 29. 

He ivas prince of the Reubenites.] When the two tribes 
and half were carried away captive out of their own country 
beyond Jordan, by the king of Assyria; viz. Tiglatlrbefore- 
mentioncd. The rest were carried away by Shalmaneser. 

Ver. 7. And his brethren by their families (when the ge- 
nealogy of their generations was reckoned) were the chief, 
Jeiel, and Zechariah.] The genealogies of those descended 
from the rest of Reuben's sons were preserved : but he 
thought fit to mention only the chief of them, who were 
these two and those that follow. 

Ver. 8. And Bela the son ofAzaz, the son ofShema, the 
son of Joel] This was another Joel, different from him men- 
tioned ver. 4. 

Who dwelt in Aroer, even unto Nebo, and Baal-meon.] 
•All these were seated on the other side of Jordan. See 
Numb, xxxii. 37. Josh. xiii. 15, 16, &c. where w r e read of 
this city Baal-meon. 

Ver. 9. And eastward he inhabited.] That is, the posterity 
lof Reuben. 

Uiito the entering in of the wilderness.] This is the wil- 
derness of Kedemoth, mentioned Deut. ii. 28. upon which 
the country of Sihon (which Reuben possessed) bordered. 

From the river Euphrates.] Their territory did not reach 
so far as Euphrates: but only to the entrance of that wil- 
derness, which extended itself to that river. 

Because their cattle were multiplied in the land of Gilead.] 
When their stock very much increased, so that they had not 
pasturage enough for them, they enlarged their border, as 
far as they were able, eastward towards the river Euphrates. 

Ver. 10. And in the days of Saul they made war.] With 
the assistance of other tribes that dwelt on that side Jor- 
dan, (ver. 18, 19.) 

With the Hagarites.] That is, the Ishmaelites descended 
from Hagar; who were settled in Arabia Deserta. (See 
Bochartus, in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 11.) 

Who fell by their hands.] Were conquered by them in 
that war: so that, as it here follows, they possessed their 
country. 

And they dwelt in their tents.] This shews they were 
Arabians; or near neighbours to them. 

Throughout all the east land of Gilead.] They possessed 
all that country which lay cast of Gilead: which chiefly 
belonged to the Gadites and Manassitcs, though the Rcu- 
benites had some of it, (Deut. iii. 12, 13.) A very learned 
man of our own is of opinion, that those Hagarites inha- 
bited the country called Petra-Nabataea. See Dr. Fuller's 
Miscellanea Sacra, lib. ii. cap. 13. where he observes, that 
all the rest, who were called Ishmaelites, or Kcdar, were 
afterward comprehended under the name of Saracens. 

Ver. 11. And the children of Gad dwelt over against 
tliem, in the land ofBashan, unto Salcah.] Sec Josh. xiii. 



24, 25, &c. He next mentions thc'Gadites, because they 
were neighbours to the Reubenites. 

Ver. 12. Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and Jaanai, 
and Shaphat in Bashan.] He doth not give us the genea- 
logy of this whole tribe, tmt only the names of the principal 
persons; among Whom these were the most eminent, when 
their genealogy vtfas examined: which seems to have been 
in the reign of Josham, (ver. 17.) AH these dwelt, I sup- 
pose, in the metropolis of the country called Bashan : 
where the chief city was called by the same name ; and 
afterward called Batanaea. , 

Ver. 13. And their brethren, of the house of their fathers, 
were Michael, and Meshallam, and Sheba, and Jorai, and 
Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, seven.] These seven were 
eminent persons descended from other great men, of the 
same family with those beforenamed: and therefore are 
called their brethren. 

Ver. 14. These are the children of Abihail the son of 
Huri.] That is, the seven beforementioned came from 
Abihail; whose pedigree here follows. 

The son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of Michael, 
the son of Jeshishai, the son ofJahdo, the son of Buz. 

Ver. 15. AM the son of Afidiel, the son of Guni, chief of 
the house of their fathers.] Besides the foregoing, there was 
another great person who was of chief authority in the 
family of Abdiel and Guni, and their fathers. 

Ver. 16. And they dwelt in Gilead in Bashan.] In a part 
of it, the rest being given to the Reubenites and the half 
tribe of Manasseh. See Josh. xiii. 25. xvii. 1. Deut. iii. 
13. where it is said Moses gave all Bashan to the Manas- 
sitcs: but the meaning is, all that was not given to the 
other two tribes, who had a share therein. (See what I 
have noted upon Deut. iii. 13.) 

And in her towns.] That is, such towns as belonged to 
that portion of the country which they possessed. 

And in all the suburbs ofSharan.] A country where there 
was excellent pasturage, and which produced the most 
generous wine. There were two Sharans; one in the cast 
inhabited by the Gadites, (Deut. iii. 12, 13.) another in the 
west, (Josh. xii. 18.) not far from the famous port called 
Joppa, (Acts ix. 35.) . 

Upon their borders^ Unto the utmost bounds (as the 
Hebrew words signify) of that country. 

Ver. 17. All these were reckoned by genealogies in the 
days ofJotham king ofJudah, and in the days of Jeroboam 
king of Israel.] This doth not imply that Jotham and Jero- 
boam reigned in the same time: but that in their several 
reigns this account was taken. Kimchi thinks that all 
these (i. e. the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, 
and half tribe of Manasseh) were reckoned, that were listed 
to undertake the war afterward mentioned with the Hagar- 
ites : so that it may not concern the genealogy. 

Ver. 18. The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and half 
the tribe of Manasseh, of valiant men, men able to bear 
buckler and stvord 9 and to shoot with bow, and skilful in 
war, were four-and-forty thousand seven hundred and three- 
score, that went out to the war.] These three tribes, or at 
least so many of them as made a great army, joined their 
forces together, consisting of their best soldiers, to invade 
the country of the Hagarites. This seems to be a distinct war 
fromthatin the days of Saul, ver. 10. (Seel Sam. xiv. 47.) 

Ver. 19. And they made war with the Hagarites, xvith 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



548 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. V, 



Jetur,andNephish, and Nodab.] There was mention of the 
Hagarites before, but now ho shews how they were utterly 
expelled their country, though their neighbours came to 
their assistance ; viz. those of Jetur, Nephish, and Nodab : 
who were all Ishmaclitcs; the two first being expressly 
mentioned as the sons of Ishmael, (Gen. xxv. 15.) from 
whom these people took their name. But, as Dr. Jackson 
observes, there are no people mentioned in Scripture, who 
took their name from Nebaioth his eldest son. Which 
makes it probable, that they who in heathen writers arc 
called Nabathsei, were in Scripture called Ishmaelitcs, as 
sole heirs to their first progenitor's name. Their scat was 
in the best part of Arabia Petraea, near to the Midianites. 
Sec book i. on the Creed, chap. 25. sect. 3. where he 
notes, that the Greek writers call the Hagaritcs 'Aypatoi; 
which is more consonant to the Hebrew name than the 
Latin, Hagareni. Their chief city was called Atra, and 
the inhabitants Atneni, unless they mistook their name, 
which perhaps wasAgreni. 

Ver. 20. And they were helped against them.'] It is likely 
the Hagarites fought stoutly, but God assisted the Is- 
raelites ; enduing them with extraordinary courage, and 
daunted their enemies. For it is not likely any other help 
is here meant but that from God. 

And the Hagarites were delivered into their hand, and all 
that were with them.] That is, those allies beforcmentioned, 
who came to their aid. 

For they cried unto God in the battle, and he was en- 
treated of them; because they put their trust inhim.] I sup- 
pose their enemies were too hard for them in the first on- 
set, which made them pray to God most earnestly in the 
midst of the fight : representing to him the pious confidence 
they placed in him and his almighty power, and not in their 
arms and warlike skill: which moved him to give them the 
success they desired. Here the Targum, instead of these 
words, They put their trust in him, hath these, They put 
their trust be Memra, in his Word. 

Ver. 21. And they took away their cattle.] In the He- 
brew, led captive; that is, drove as many of their cattle 
as they pleased into their own country. This place is, 
among others, alleged by Grotius, as a proof of the lawful- 
ness of taking the spoil in a just war against an enemy: 
as God allowed the Israelites to do, w r hen a city fell into 
their hands, which had refused their offers of peace, (Deut. 
xx. 14.) But this instance is the more to be minded, be- 
cause the war here spoken of was not by Divine precept 
as that against the seven nations of Canaan : but from 
common right, which men had to defend themselves against 
injurious persons, or to invade those who had invaded 
them, and would make them no satisfaction. Such war 
was approved by God, it appears by this, that he aided 
them, when they called upon him for help, as we read in 
the foregoing verse. (Sec lib. iii. dc Jure Belli ct Pacis, 
cap. 6. sect. 1.) 

Of their camels fifty thousand.] It is no wonder there were 
so many, for the Arabians abounded in camels, as Diodo- 
rus Siculus relates, lib. iii. cap. 12. which they used in war, 
as well as to carry burdens in the time of peace. (See 
Pliny, lib. viii. cap. 18. and Vegctius, lib. iii.) . For they 
being creatures very patient of thirst, were the fitter for any 
service in that hot and dry country. (See Bochartus, in his 
Hicrozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 2.) 



And of sheep tivo hundred avd fifty thousand, and of asses 
two thousand.] The prodigious number of sheep that those 
countries produced, is at large shewed by the same author,- 
lib. ii.cap. 4G. and their breed of asses in the same book, 
cap. 13. 

And of men.] In the Hebrew, souls of men; i. e. of men, 
women, and children. 

A hundred thousand.] Whom they did not kill (it appears 
by this relation), but carried them out of their own country, 
and sold them for slaves (as the manner was in those days), 
or employed them as such in their own business. 

Ver. 22. For there fell down many slain.] Besides these 
taken captive, a great number were slain in the fight, which 
could not be avoided. 

Because the ivar was of God.] Perhaps they consulted 
him before they went upon this expedition ; and he encou- 
raged them to undertake it, as he powerfully assisted them 
in it. Here again the Targum saith, The war was from the 
Word of Jehovah. 

And they dwelt in their steads.] Possibly all those valiant 
men who were engaged in this war, settled themselves in 
the country which they had conquered. 

Until the captivity.] In the days of Pekah, 2 Kings xv. 
29. when they were rooted out, as the rest of the ten tribes 
were in the days of Hoshea. 

Ver. 23. And the children of the half tribe of Manasseh 
dwelt in the land.] In the same country, oh the other side 
of Jordan, with the Rcubcnites and Gadites: of whom he 
having spoken, gives a short account of the Manassites. 

They increased from Bashan unto Baal-Hermon and 
Senir, arid unto Hermon.] They were first possessed of the 
kingdom of Og and Bashan; (Josh.xiii.30.) from whence 
they extended their territories, when they were increased, 
unto the northern parts of the country beyond Jordan. 

Ver. 24. And these were the heads of the house of their 
fathers, even Epher, and Ishi, and Eliel, and Azriel, and 
Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, andJahdiel, mighty men of valour, 
famous men, and heads of the house of their fathers.] He 
reckons only the most remarkable men of this tribe: who 
were not only of chief authority in their several families, 
but by their valiant exploits had gotten great renown. 

Ver. 25. And they transgressed against the God of their 
fathers, and went a whoring after the gods of the people of 
the land, whom God destroyed before them.] All Israel 
transgressed as well as they: but it seems they were the 
greatest transgressors, who began, perhaps, the apostacy 
from God, and were ring-leaders to idolatry. And, there- 
fore, as it here follows, they were the first that were carried 
away captive. 

Ver. 26. And the God of Israel.] The Targum saith, The 
Memra, or Word, of the God of Israel. From whence it 
appears they thought the Divine AOrOS to be the God of 
Israel: for they are words of the same import. 

Stirred up the spirit ofPul the king of Assyria.] When, 
perhaps, he intended to bend his forces another way, God 
inclined him to go against Israel: whom he distressed so 
much, that they were forced to make him a great present: 
whfcreby they moved him not to stay (here, but return to his 
own country, (2 Kings xv. 19, 20.) AVe do not read that 
he carried any of the people captive, though perhaps he 
might, after some spoil in the skirts of the country, as he 
went home. 
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And the spirit of Tilgath-pilneser king of Assyria.] Who 
came in the next king's reign but one, and carried those 
tribes away captive, as we read in 2 Kings xv. 29. . 

And he carried them away (even the Reubenites, and the 
Gadites, and the half tribe of Manasseh).] He carried these 
away entirely, together with some of the people of Galilee, 
particularly all Naphtali, as the forenamed place tells us. 
And the Jews say, they carried away the golden calf which 
was in Dan, as they gather from 2 Chron. xxviii. 21. 

And brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and Hara.] 
These are the very places unto which Shalmaneser afterward 
carried the remamder of the ten tribes, 2 Kings xvii. G.xviii. 
11. where there is only this difference, that there it is said 
into the cities of the Medes, but here unto Hara, which is all 
one ; for Media is the very same with Hara, and is by 
St. Jerome (without an aspiration) called Ara. And the 
Greeks commonly call it Aria, and the people of it Arii, as 
we read in Herodotus, Pausanias, and others. And Bo- 
chartus thinks, not without reason, that the mountainous 
part of the country of Media towards the north was pro- 
perly called by this name of Hara, from the word har, 
which signifies a mountain. Here Strabo saith many fo- 
reigners inhabited: for it is likely this hilly country was 
most empty of people. 

And to the river Gozan.] That is, to the banks of the 
river on both sides: for it is as much as rr\v Trepix&pav, to 
the region about this river, as our very learned Mr, Nic. 
Fuller observes, in his Miscellanea,- lib. ii. cap. 5. where 
he takes Gozan to be the ancient name for that river, which 
the Persians afterward called Cyrus : near to which stood 
the city Gauzania in Ptolemy, which retained that name 
from the river Gozan. 

Unto this day.] Here they settled, as the same learned 
man observes ; and did not range as far as Tartary, as 
some have thought. For how should they, being miserable 
captives; who had no power to go back, or to go forward ? 
especially through strange countries, without any arms, or 
other accommodations. 

CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. JE HE sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and Me- 
rati.] The first of these is called Gcrshom, ver. 16. (See 
Gen. xlvi. 11- Exod. vi. 16.) 

- Ver. 2. And the sons of Kohath."] He begins with the 
genealogy of the second son, because from him sprung the 
family of the priests. 

Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.] The second of 
these sons is called Amminadab, ver. 22. 

Ver. 3. And the children of Amram ; Aaron, Moses, and 
3Iiriam.] Sec Exod. vi. 20. 

The sons also of Aaron; Nadab andAbihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar.] The two first perished for their sin, in offering 
with strange fire, (Lev. x. 1.) • 

Ver. 4. Eleazar begat Phinehas, and Phinehas begat 
Abishaa. : 

Ver. 5. And Abishua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat 
Uzzi.] According to the manner of the Greeks and Latins, 
who are wont to deprave oriental names, Joscphus calls 
these three Abiezer, Boccias, and Ozi : (lib. v. Archseol. 
cap. 41.) and the Chronicon Alcxandrinum; as Mr. Selden 
observes, assigns the very time when they exercised the 
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high-priesthood ; Abishua (whom he calls Abiud) in the 
time of Ehud; Bukki in the time of Shamgar; and Uzzi 
in the time of Tola. In whose days, the Jews think, the 
priesthood was translated from the family of Eleazar to 
that of Ithamar: for some great sin which they had com- 
mitted ; as afterward for the sins of Eli's sons, it was 
translated back again to Eleazar's posterity. So they say 
in Juchasin, " In the days of Samson died Uzzi of the fa- 
mily of Eleazar, and the high-priesthood was translated to 
the family of Ithamar; the first of which was Eli." But, as > 
the Alexandrian Ghroniclc is of no great authority, so there 
is no mention, as Mr. Selden observes, of the names of 
these three persons, as succeeding Phinehas, either in the 
Scripture, or the Hebrew Chronicles, or in Eusebius. But 
the only high-priest between Eleazar and Eli is Phinehas: 
who the Jews thiuk was alive in the war with the Ben- 
jamitcs, Judg. xxi. 28. (See lib. L de Success, ad Pontif. 
cap. 2.) But this cannot.be justified. 

Ver. 6. And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat 
Meraioth. 

Ver, 7. Meraioth begat Amariah, and Amariah begat, 
Ahitub.] See Ezra vii.3. where in this genealogy six gene-, 
rations are omitted by, him, from Meraioth to Azariah the 
son of Johanan, which are here mentioned. This Kimchi 
thinks was done for brevity's sake. 

Ver. 8. And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat Ahi- 
maaz.] See 2 Sam. viii. 17. xv. 27. * ,, 

Ver. 9. And Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat 
Johanan. 

Ver. 10. And Johanan begat Azariah (he it is that exe- 
cuted the priest's office in the temple that Solomon built in 
Jerusalem).] The Divine writer sets a mark of honour upon 
Azariah (which he doth not on any of the foregoing) for 
maintaining his office so resolutely, with the danger of his 
life, against the usurpation of one of Solomon's successors, 
who would have offered incense in that very temple which 
Solomon had built: of which sec 2 Chron. xxvi. i.7, 18, 
&c. The mention of Solomon's temple in this place, plainly 
denotes, that this was written after the second temple was 
built, or while it was building. 

But Ludovicus Capellusis of opinion, that Azariah here 
spoken of is not he that resisted Uzziah. For such a noble 
fact as that was, he thinks, would not have been touched 
in such general words : but he takes hirn to have been the 
high-priest in the days of Solomon; and was the. first that 
ministered only in his temple. For Zadok his grandfather, 
and Ahimaaz his father, ministered first in the tabernacle. 
Therefore to make this agree with that Azariah, he thinks, 
we ought to acknowledge & double metathesis in these 
verses, 9 — 12. which ought to be read thus: Ahimaaz begat 
Azariah (he is the first thgi executed the priest *s office in the 
house which Solomon built in Jerusalem), Jlzariah begat 
Amariah, Amariah begat Johanan, Johanan begat Azariah, 
Azariah begat Ahitub, Ahifub begat Zadok. If this be ad- 
mitted, all the difficulties that arise out of this genealogy 
are quite removed. (Sec his Chronologia Sacra Notae in 
Tab. xiv. p. 286.) 

Ver. 11. Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah begat 
Ahitub.. 

Ver. 12. And Ahitub begai Zadok, and Zadok begat 
Shallum.] AVhp is called Mcshullam in chap. ix. 11., These 
three arc mentioned no where else, but in Nehem. xi. 11. 
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though they discharged tho high-priest's office in the reigns 
of Jotham, Ahaz, Hczekiah, and Manasseh, as Xudovicus 
Capellus makes account in his Chronol. Sacra, p. 287. 

Ver. 13. And Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat 
Azariah. 

Ver. 14. And Azariah begat Seraiah, and Seraiah begat 
Jehozadak.] When Jerusalem was taken by the king of 
Babylon's army, Seraiah was carried by tho fcaptain of the 
guard to Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah : where he commanded 
• him to be put to death. So that in him ended the succes- 
sion of high-priests under the first temple: which from 
Zadok unto him were twelve. The Jews, in Seder Olam 
Zula, make them to be eighteen ; but they are not to be 
believed against the Scripture : there being also the very 
same succession mentioned EzTa vii. 1, 2,* &c. which be- 
ginning from Aaron, the first four of these hero mentioned, 
together with Ahitub the father of Zadok, are omitted for 
brevity's sake, as Kimchi thinks. (See Selden, de Success, 
ad Pontif. lib. i. cap. 5.) But some think it sufficient to 
say, that it was not the intention of the writer of this book 
to mention all the high-priests that were from Zadok to 
Seraiah: because Jehoiada, who was the high-priest in the 
time of Athaliah, is not here named. Ho is called indeed 
every 'where Jehoiada the priest: yet he took upon him such 
authority, as may well make us suppose him to have been 
high-priest. It is observed by Kimchi, that the line of the 
high-priests is drawn from Aaron down to the captivity, 
through the family of Eleazar his eldest son ; none of Itha- 
mar's being mentioned : because the perpetualjpriesthood 
was promised only to Phinehas the son of Eleazar, (Numb, 
xxv.) 

Ver. 15. And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the 
Lord carried away Judah and Jerusalem by the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar. ~\ In the captivity he begat Jeshua, who 
came back in the time of Cyrus, (Ezra iii. 2.) 

Ver. 1G. The sons of Levi; Gershom, Kohath, andMera- 
ri.] He hath not yet done with the account he intends to give 
of Levi's posterity: and therefore repeats the names of his 
sons, from whom these Levites sprung, who were not priests. 

Ver. 17. And these be the names of the sons of Gershom; 
Libni, and Shimei.] Who were not mentioned before. 

Ver. 18. And the sons of Kohath were Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hebron, and Uzziel.] See ver. 2. 

Ver. 19. And the sons ofMerari; Mahli, and Mushi.] See 
Exod. vi. 19. 

And these are the families of the Levites, according to their 
fathers."] That is, these were the heads of the families that 
sprung from them: as it is probable, they that follow in 
the next catalogue wcro the chief of their families which 
continued unto the days of David ; who regulated their at- 
tendance in their several courses. 

Ver. 20. Of Gershom: Libni his son, Jahath his son, 
Zimmah his so?i.] This last was his grandson by his son 
Shimei, as appears from ver. 42. But such are" frequently 
called sons. 

• Ver. 21. Joah his son, Iddo his so?i, Zerah his son, Jea- 
teraihis son. ' - 

Ver. 22. The so?is of Kohath; Amminadab.] Called 
Izhar, ver. 2. 

Korah his son, Assir his son. 

Ver/*23. Elkanah his son, and Ebiasaph his son, and As- 
sir his son. 



Ver. 24. Tahathhis son, Uric 7 his son.] Called also Ze- 
phaniali, ver. 36. 

Uzziah his son.] Who went also by the name of Azariah, 
as that verse tells us. 

And Shaul his son. 

Ver. 25. And the sons of Elkanah.] He was the son of 
KOTah, mentioned ver. 23. as appears from Exod. vi. 24. 

Amasai, and Ahimoth. 

Ver. 26. As for Elkanah: the sons of Elkanah; Zophai 
his son.] Or Zuph, as he is called ver. 35. This is another 
Elkanah ; son it is likely of him last mentioned. 

And Nahath his Son. 

Ver. 27. Eliab his$on.]MVho is called Eliel, ver. 34. 

Jeroham his son, Elkanah his son.^ { 

Ver; 28. The sons of Samuel.] Who was the son of Elka- 
nah, as we read 1 Sam. i. 1. which being a thing well knowT), 
this writer (giving only a breviale of these histories) omits 
the mention of it. But it appears by this account, that Sa- 
muel was only a Levite, not of the race of the priests (for 
he did not descend from Aaron, but from Izhar the uncle 
of Aaron), much less the high-priest, as some great men 
have fancied. (See Selden, de Success, ad Pontif. lib. i. 
cap. 14.) 

The first-born Vashni, and Abiah.] The first of these is 
called Joel, 1 Sam. viii. 2. and here below, ver. 33. 

Ver. 29. Thesons ofMerari: Mahli; Libni hisson, Shimei 
his son, Vzza hisson. 

Ver. 30. Shimea his son, Haggiah his son, Asaiah his son. 

Ver. 31. And these are they.] Having thus far deduced 
the genealogy of the Levites, he proceeds now to give an 
account how David ordered their attendance upon the ser- 
vice of God at the tabernacle: and sets down tho names of 
the chief of them, which here follow. 

Whom David set over the service of the song.] Appointed 
to minister unto God by singing of songs in his house. 

After that the ark had rest.] After David had brought it 
from the house of Obed-Edom, and settled it at Jerusalem, 
(2 Sam. viii. 17.) 

Ver. 32. And they ministered before the dwelling-place 
of the tabernacle of glory.] Which David had prepared for 
the ark, when it came to Jerusalem, (2 Sam. viii. 17.) 

With singing.] The Psalms which David and other pro- 
phets composed. 

Until Solomon had built the house of the Lord in Jerusa- 
lem.] Before the temple was built by Solomon they per- 
formed this service: which did not cease after it was built, 
but continued in great order, as it here follows. 

And tlien they waited in their office according to their 
order.] Which David himself had constituted a little before 
his death : as we read in the latter end of this book. 

Ver. 33. And these are they that waited tvith their chil- 
dren: of the sons of the Kohathites; Heman a singer, the 
son of Joel, the son of Shemnel.] That is, of Samuel the 
great prophet: whose name, it appears by this, was differ- 
ently pronounced in different times and places. This place 
also still shews more clearly, that Samuel was only a Le- 
vite of the family of the Kohathites, not a priest of the fa- 
mily Of Aaron, which is suggested by the Psalmist, (Psal. 
xcix.) ** Moses and Aaron among his priests, and Samuel 
among them that call upon his name." Therefore, as Es- 
tius observes, when Samuel is said to have offered sacrifice 
(as he did often in Gilgal and other places), it must be un- 
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derstood that he did it by the ministry of the priests, not 
by himself. And thus David and Solomon sacrificed, but 
not by their own hands, but by those to whose office it pro- 
perly belonged. 

This Hcman was so eminent for his skill in singing, that 
he is thought to have been a composer of hymns : which I 
have considered in my notes uponl Kings iv. 

Ver. 34. The son of Elkanah, the son ofJeroham, the son 
o/EIiel, the son of Toah.] Called Nahath, ver. 26. 

Ver. 35. Tlie son ofZuph.] Called Zophai, ver. 26. 

Hie son of Btkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of 
Amasai. 

Ver. 36. Tlie son of Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of 
Azariah, the son of Zephaniah. 

Ver. 37. The so?i of Tahath, the son ofAssir, the son of 
Ebiasaph, the son ofKorah. 

Ver. 38. The son oflzhar, the son ofKohath; the son of 
Levi, the son of Israel.] Thus, in honour of Samuel, the pedi- 
gree of Heman, who was his grandson, is derived, from 
Israel the father of them all. 

Ver. 39. And his brother Asaph (who stood on his right 
hand), even Asaph the son ofBerachiah, the son of Shiniea.] 
This depends upon ver. 33. where it is said, these are they 
that waited with their children, &c. viz. Heman and Asaph: 
who is called Heman's brother, according to the Hebrew 
phrase; in which all near kindred are called brothers. 
And these two were of the same tribe and family; and 
also of the same employment, upon which account, if there 
were no other, he might be called the brother of Heman. 

Ver. 40. Tlie son of Michael, the son ofBaaseiah, the son 
of Melchiah. 

Ver. 41. Tlie son ofEthni, the son of Zerah, the son of 
Adaiah. 

Ver. 42. The son of Ethan, the son ofZimmah, the son of 
Shimei. 

Ver. 43. Tlie son ofJahath, the son of Gershom, the son of 
Levi.] There was no need to add the' son of Israel: for it 
is apparent they sprung from the same stock, by two 
brethren the sons of Levi. 

Ver. 44. Tfieir brethren, the sons of Merari, stood on the 
left hand.] In like manner the children of the next son of 
Levi are here mentioned ; who had the lowest place as- 
signed, because they were of the youngest, family. So 
there were three principal singers, who were masters and 
governors of the whole choir;, Heman, descended from Ko- 
Jiath, was the prime, who, together with his sons, stood in 
the middle: and then Asaph, descended from Gershom; 
with his sons, stood on his right hand : and Ethan from Me- 
rari on the left. Of these three families there were three 
principal persons, who bare rule over the rest of the singers 
here mentioned, and kept good order among them. And 
indeed there was an admirable order observed, in the whole 
ministry at the tabernacle : three great men, and their sons, 
were singers and musicians; the rest of the Levitcs pre- 
pared and made ready the sacrifices; the priests offered 
them; and the high-priest officiated in the most holy place, 
as it here follows. 

Ethan the son ofKishi, the son of Abdi, the son of Mal- 
luch.] He who is here called Ethan, is called Jcduthun, 
chap. ix. 16. and in many other places. 

Ver. 45. Tlie son of Ilashabiah, the son of Amaziah, the 
son ofHillciah. 



Ver. 46. Tlie son of Amzi, the son- of Bani, the son of 
Shamer. 

Ver. 47. The son ofMahli, the son ofMusld, the son of 
Merari, the son of Levi.] It is observable, that, in all the 
genealogies of the Levites, there is not a word said of the 
sons of Moses and their posterity: he having no ambition 
to prefer them unto any office, either in church or state. 

Ver. 48. Their brethren also the Levites.] The rest of that 
tribe, who were not fit to be singers. 

Were appointed unto all maimer of service of the taber- 
nacle of the house of God.] They performed all the labori- 
ous work that was to bo done in the tabernacle ; being por- 
ters, keepers of the vessels of the sanctuary, as well as 
taking care to prepare the sacrifices, and such-like things. 
Of which an account is given below in chap, xxiii. and 
these following. 

Ver. 49. But Aaron and his sons offered upon the altar 
of the burnt-offering, and on the altar of incense, and were 
appointed for all the tvork of the place most holy, and to 
make an atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses, 
the servant of God, had commanded.] The noblest part of 
the ministry was reserved for Aaron and his posterity : 
which is mentioned at large in the book .of Leviticus., 
Which shews that Aaron alone, and his successors in the 
high-priesthood, ministered in the place most holy, and 
made the atonement : but his sons, the priests, offered on 
the altars of burnt-offering and of incense. 

Ver. 50. And these are the sons of Aaron ; Eleazar his son, 
Phinehas his son,Abishua his son. 

Ver. 51. Bukki his son, Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son. 

Ver. 52. Meraiothhis son, Amariah his soil, Ahitub his son. 

Ver. 53. Zadok his son, Ahimaaz his son.] Having men- 
tioned the high-priest's office, he sets down the succession 
of it from Aaron to the time of David : which he had done 
before more largely to the time of the captivity, (ver, 3, 4, 
&c.) There was no age like to this of David's, as Victori- 
nus Strigelius observes; which produced so many great 
men, that he calls it the prophetical age. Wherein God 
raised up Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Heman, Asaph, and 
Ethan : who made the word of God dwell plentifully in 
the church of Israel in all wisdom. 

Ver. 54. Now these are their dwelling-places throughout 
their castles, in the coasts of the sons of Aaron, of the fa- 
milies of the Kohathites.] Now follows an account of the 
places where they inhabited: and first of the habitation of 
the sons of Aaron, who were the noblest of the Kohathites. 

For theirs tvas the lot.] That is, the first lot fell to them. 
(See Josh, xxi.4.) 

Ver. 55. And they gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, 
andthe suburbs thereofround about it. ]See J osh.xxi.10,11. 

Ver. 56. But the fields of the city, and the villages thereof, 
they gave to Caleb the son ofJephunneh.'] See Josh. xxi. 12. 

Ver. 57. And to the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of 
Judah, namely, Hebron, the city of refuge, andLibnah with 
her suburbs, and Jattir and Eshtemoa with their suburbs.] 
Besides theforenamed city of Hebron (which is mentioned 
again, because the most eminent) they gave them these 
following, which were in the same tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 58. And Hilen with her suburbs.] Called Holon in 
the book of Joshua, (chap. xxi. 15.) 

And Debir with her suburbs.] Mentioned in the same 
place. 
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Ver. 59. AndAshan with her suburbs.] Called Ain, Josh, 
xxi. 16. 

And Beth-shemesh tvith her suburbs.] Mentioned in the 
same place. 

Ver. 60. And out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba tvith 
her suburbs, and Alemeth with her suburbs.] Called Almon, 
Josh. xxi. 18. 

AndAnothoth with her suburbs. All their cities, through- 
out their families, were thirteen cities.] Whereof there are 
only eleven here mentioned : but there are two more added 
in the book of Joshua, r/z.Juttah and Gibeon, which make 
thirteen, chap. xxi. 16, 17. Perhaps they were not yet re- 
built when this book was written. 

Ver. 61. And unto the so?is of Kohath, which were left of 
the family of that tribe.] Who were not of the sons of 
Aaron, but descended from Kohath. 

Were cities given out of the half tribe, namely, out of the 
half tribe of Manasseh, by lot, ten cities.] Some of these 
cities were taken out of the tribe of Manasseh, and some 
out of others; as appears from Josh. xxi. But in all they 
made ten, (ver. 26.) 

Ver. 62. And to the sons of Ger shorn, throughout their 
families, out of the tribe of Issachar, and out of the tribe of 
Asher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of the tribe 
of Manasseh, in Bashan, thirteen cities.] Their cities were 
assigned them in these several tribes, because they were 
too many to be contained in one. 

Ver. 63. Unto the sons of Merari were given by lot, 
throughout their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, and 
out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of Zebulun, 
twelve cities. • ? ♦ 

Ver. 64. And the children of Israel gave to the Levites 
these cities with their suburbs.] To the tribe of Levi, con- 
sisting of priests and simple Levites, these cities were 
given, which are here mentioned in this chapter. 

Ver. 65. And they gave by lot out of the tribe of the chil- 
dren ofJudah, and out of the tribe of the children of Si- 
meon, and out of the tribe of the children of Benjamin.] 
These three tribes were very near one to another; and 
in several places Simeon mixed together with the other 
two. 

These cities which are called by their names.] Which are 
recited in the foregoing verses, (ver. 57, &c.)and given to 
the sons of Aaron. 

Ver. 66. And the residue of the families of the sons of 
Kohath had cities of their coasts out of the tribe of Eph- 
raim.~\ By coasts here is meant portions: which were as- 
signed them, though they were not priests, for their sup- 
port in a lower ministry. These things seem to be men- 
tioned so often, and with such exactness, that it might ap- 
pear what care was taken by God for the maintenance of 
his ministers of all sorts; and for the instruction of his 
people, among whom he dispersed the Levites, who were 
peculiarly devoted to his service. 

Ver. 67. And they gave unto them, of the cities of refuge, 
Shechevi in Mount Ephraim with her suburbs; they gave 
also Gezer with her suburbs.] These were places of great 
eminence, unto which there was great resort: which gave 
them the greater opportunity of doing good. They arc 
both expressly mentioned Josh. xxi. 21. 

Ver. 68. And Jokmeam tvith her suburbs, and Beth-horon 
with her suburbs. 



Ver. 69. And Aijalon with her suburbs, and Gath-rim- 
mon with her suburbs. 

Ver. 70. And out of the half tribe of Manasseh; Aner 
with her stiburbs, and Bileam with her suburbs, for, the 
family of the remnant of the sons of Kohath.] The city here 
called Bileam is called Ibleam in the book of Joshua; 
length of time making greater alterations in the names both 
of persons and places than this is, as appears by several 
other places here mentioned. For, as Kirnehi here well 
notes (which frivolous cavillers should observe), the Divine 
writers did not affect accuracy in such matters as these; 
but took names as they found them. 

Ver. 71. Unto the sons ofGershom were given, out of the 
family of the half tribe of Manasseh, Golan in Baslian tvith 
her suburbs, and Ashtaroth with her suburbs.] From Golan 
came the Gaulonites. 

Ver. 72. And out of the tribe of Issachar; Kedesh with 
her suburbs, Daberath with her suburbs. 

Ver. 73. And Ramoth with her suburbs, and Anem with 
her suburbs. 

Ver. 74. And out of the tribe of Asher; Mashal with her 
suburbs, and Abdon with her suburbs. 

Ver. 75. And Hukok with her suburbs, and Rehob with 
her suburbs. 

Ver. 76. And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedesh in 
Galilee with her suburbs, and Hammon tvith her suburbs, 
and Kirjathaim tvith her suburbs.] That place which here 
is called Hammon, is in Josh. xxi. 32. called Hammoth: 
from whence some argue, that one of these places is cor- 
rupted; and they fancy this, because the XXX. here hath 
Xan&Q. As though the name of some place and person (as 
I said before)] may not be differently pronounced in dif- 
ferent times and countries. As Achan and Achar, men- 
tioned above. 

Ver. 77. Unto the rest of the children of Merari were 
given, out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon tvith her suburbs, 
Tabor with her suburbs. 

Ver. 78. And on the other side Jordan by Jericho, on the 
east side of Jordan, were given them, out of the tribe of 
Reuben, Bezer in the wilderness with her suburbs, and Jah* 
zah tvith her suburbs. 

Ver. 79. Kedemoth also with her subtfrbs, and Mephaath 
with her suburbs. 

Ver. 80. And out of the tribe of Gad; Ramoth in Gilead 
with her suburbs, and Mahanaim with her suburbs. 

Ver. 81. And Heshbon with her suburbs, and Jazer tvith 
her suburbs.] The first of these, Heshbon, was reckoned to 
be in the tribe of Reuben as well as in Gad. Of which see 
Josh. xiii. 17. 

CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW the sons of Issachar were Tola, and Puah, 
Jashub, and Shimron,four.] There is some little difference 
in the names of two of these, as they are mentioned Gen. 
xlvi. And Jashub seems to have been called Job, for 
brevity's sake : just as Aram is called Ram, and among us 
Alexander is called Saunder. See Buxtorfs Antieritica, 
par. ii. cap. 8. where Rasi gives another account of it, but 
not so likely. 

Ver. 2. And the sons of Tola ; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and 
Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their 
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father's house, to wit, of Tola: they were valiant men of 
might in their generations; ivhosenumber was,in the days of 
David, tivo-and~hventy thousand and six hundred.'] When 
David numbered the people, (2 Sam. xxiv.) there were 
found thus many descended from the first-born of Issa- 
char; which was a very great increase. 

Ver. 3. And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah.] He names but 
one son : therefore, all his posterity is comprehended in the 
name of sons. 

And the sons of Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and 
Joel, Ishiah, five: all of them chief men.'] Reckoning their 
father for one, they were five in all: and persons of great 
authority. 

Ver. 4. And with them, by their generations, after the 
house of their fathers, were bands of soldiers for war, six-aud- 
thirty thousand men.] As they were numerous, so they were 
of a warlike spirit ; which made them very considerable. 

For they had many wives and sons.] They were very fruit- 
ful, and propagated the more, because they had many wives, 
who bare them many sons: and those sons, it is likely, took 
many wives also, for the greater increase of their family. 
For this was the cause of polygamy among them, the de- 
sire of a numerous offspring (whereby God's promise to 
Abraham, of making them as the stars of heaven for mul- 
titude, might be fulfilled), and of a holy race of people to 
propagate piety, when the nations of the world were gene- 
rally corrupted. (See chap. viii. 40.) 

Ver. 5. And their brethren.] That is, their kindred. 

Among all the families of Issachar, were valiant men of 
might, reckoned in all, by their genealogies, fourscore and 
seven thousand.] There was no such great increase of the 
rest of the families of Issachar, since in all they amounted 
but to this number : and from two of his sons sprung above 
fifty-eight thousand. 

Ver. 6. T/ie sons of Benjamin ; Beta, and Becher, and Je- 
diael, three.] He mentions no more in this place ; but in the 
next chapter (ver. 1, 2.) he mentions five : they were ten 
in all, as we read in Gen. xlvi. 21. But either half of them 
died without issue, or their families were extinct, or their 
genealogies lost. 

Ver. 7. And the sons ofBela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and TJz- 
ziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of the house of their 
fathers, mighty men of valour ; and were reckoned by their 
genealogies twenty and two thousand and thirty and four.] 
There are others mentioned as his sons, chap. viii. 8. 
therefore it is likely these were his grandsons: who, being 
more eminent than their fathers, were mentioned as the 
chief of their several families, from whence they sprung. 

Ver. 8. And the sons of Becher ; Zemira, and Joash, and 
Eliezer, and EUoenai, and Omri, and Jerimoth, and Abiah, 
and Anathoth, and Alameth. All these are the sons of 
Becher. 

Ver. 9. And the number of them, after their genealogy by 
their generations, heads of the house of their fathers, mighty 
men of valour, was twenty thousand and two hundred.] 
They were not so many as those descended from the eldest 
son ; and the youngest son had still fewer. 

Ver. 10. The sons also of Jediael ; Bilhan.] He mentions 
but one; who includes all descended from him, as it here 
follows. 

And the sons of Bilhan; Jeush, and Benjamin, and Ehud, 
and Chenaanah, and Zethan,and Tharshish, and Ahishahar, 



I Ver. 11. All these the sons of Jediael, by the heads of their 
fathers, mighty men of valour, were seventeen thousand and 
two hundred soldiers, fit to go out for war and battle. 

Ver. 12. Shuppim also, and Huppim, the children oflr.] 
Or of Iri, as he is called, ver. 7. the youngest son of Bela ; 
whose sons are called Huppim and Muppim, Gen. xlvi. 21. 
In which book there are other proper names of men, in the 
plural number, (Gen. x. 13, 14. xxv. 3.) 

And Hushim, the sonsofAher.] If he still speak of the 
sons of Benjamin, this person was called Ahiram, Numb. 
xxvi. 39. But there being no mention of the tribe of Dan 
in this genealogy, unless it be here, many take Aher not to 
be a proper name, but a common word, signifying other ; 
and so translate the words thus, another son : that is, the 
son of another tribe or family, viz. of Dan. For Hushim 
was his only son, Gen. xlvi. 23. where the word sons, 
though he speak of one man only, is used as it is in this 
place. 

Ver. 13. The sons ofNaphtali ; Jahziel, and Guni, and 
Jezer, and Shallum, the sons ofBilhah.] The sons of Bilhah 
were Naphtali and Dan. Therefore these were her grand- 
sons by the first of them. 

Ver. 14. Tlie sons of Manasseh; Ashriel.~] His great- 
grandson; for both he and Zelophehad were the sons of 
Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh. (See 
Numb. xxvi. 29. &c. xxvii. 1.) 

Whom she bare.] That is, whom his wife bare ; for his 
concubine is here opposed to her, in the next words. 

(But his concubine the Aramitess bare Machir the father 
of Gilead.] He took a Syrian woman to wife, from whom 
his chief posterity descended. 

Ver. 15. And Machir took to wife the sister of Huppim 
and Shuppim, whose sister s name was Maachah).] He mar- 
ried into the tribe of Benjamin, whose sons these were. 
. And the name of the second son was Zelophehad.^] This 
relates to the beginning of ver. 14. where his first son 
Ashriel is mentioned. 

And Zelophehad had daughters.] No sons, but only 
daughters; as we read in the book of Numbers, chap. 
xxvii. 

Ver. 16. And Maachah, the wife of Machir, bare a son, 
and she called his name Peresh; and the name of his brother 
was Sheresh; and his sons were TJlam and Rakem. 

Ver. 17. And the sons of TJlam; Sedan. TJiese were the 
sons of Gilead, the son of Machir', the son of Manasseh. 

Ver. 18. And his sister Hammoleketh bare Ishod, and 
Abiezer, and Mahalah.'] That is, the sister of Gilead, as 
Kimchi understands it (though some take her to have been 
the sister of Bedan), who was an illustrious woman, and 
therefore here mentioned, and, as the Targum imagines, was 
a queen ; that is, governess of a certain tract of land in the 
country of Gilead. For he takes Hammoleketh not for a 
proper name, but for an appellative: of which there is no 
mention neither in the law, nor in the prophets, as Kimchi 
confesses ; but they have this by tradition. Which, though 
it be very groundless, the Vulgar Latin follows it, arid 
translates this word regina. Which Estius ingenuously 
acknowledges to be a mistake. 

Ver. 19. And the sons of Shemida were Ahian, and She- 
chem, and Likhi, and Aniam.] There is no' mention of 
Shemida before. But he is supposed to be another son of 
Gilead's sister beforenamed. 
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Vcr. 20. Andthe$07i$ofEpJiraim; ShuthelaJi, and Bercd 
his son, and Tahath his son, and Eladah his son, and Tahath 
his son.'] Some will have all these to be the sons of Ephraim: 
but the most natural sense seems to be, that Be'red was the 
son of Shuthelah, and Tahath the son of Bcred, &c. and 
so on to the following descendants of Ephraim, whose 
genealogy is now related. 

Ver. 21. And Zabad his son, and Shnthelak his son, and 
Ezer, and Elead, whom the men of Gath that were born in 
that land slew, because they came down to take away their 
cattle.] This piece of history is no where else recorded : 
which in all likelihood fell out before the children of Israel 
came out of the land of Egypt. For Ephraim, it appears 
by the next verse, was alive when these children of his 
were slain. Who, as the Targum thinks, mistook in their 
computation of the end of the years, wherein they were to 
be slaves in Egypt, and imagining them to be expired, 
made an inroad into the land of Canaan to take possession 
• of it, before the time they were to enjoy it ' But others 
think it proceeded from their desire of prey and spoil, 
which they thought they' might lawfully get from those 
whose country they Avere to possess: and they presumed 
the more to -make this attempt, because they were valiant 
men, and proud, perhaps, of the great power and authority 
which their uncle Joseph had in Egypt. Though others 
think it more probable, that the Philistines having infested 
them in the land of Goshen, these sons of Zabad broke into 
their country to make reprisals upon their cattle. Dr. Light- 
foot(inhis conclusion of his Annotations on Genesis), quite 
contrary, thinks that the men of Gath went to plunder in 
Egypt, and there slew these Ephraimites, who only stood 
up in defence of their cattle. And those words, that were 
born in the land, he thinks, signify these men of Gath were 
born in Egypt, though they now dwelt in Gath. So the 
men of Gath were the plunderers, and not the Ephraimites. 
But they who take the Ephraimites to have been the in- 
vaders, think those words are added, to shew that the 
Philistines were the more incensed against them; because 
they seemed to come to dispossess them of their land. 

ver. 22. And Ephraim their father.] They were his grand- 
children. 

Mourned many days, and Tds brethren came "to comfort 
him.] That is, his kindred (as the word brethren often signi- 
fies), they that were of his family came to condole with him. 
This shews Ephraim lived to be a very old man, if this 
happened near to the time of their going out of Egypt. 

Vcr. 23. And whenhe went in to his wife, she conceived 
and bare a son, and he called his name Beriah, because it 
went evil tvith his house.] For so the word Beriah imports : 
his family was in an ill condition. 

Ver. 24. ( And his daughter was Sherah, who built Beth- 
horon the nether, and the upper, and Uzzan-Shcrah).] She 
was, it seems, a Very great woman: who restored both 
these cities of Beth-horon, which were destroyed by the 
Israelites, when they conquered the land of Canaan, and 
rebuilt them in the same place, adding another city, which 
carried her own namo in it. 

Ver. 25. AndRephahwashisson.] i.e. The son of Beriah. 

Also Resheph, and Telah his son, and Tahan, his son.] 
Beriah also had another son, whose name was Resheph, 
whose son was Telah, &c. 

Ver. 26. Laadan his son, Ammihtid his son, Elishama his 



son.] Who was the chief commander in the tribe of Ephraim 
when they were in the wilderness, (Numb. i. 10.) 

Ver. 27. Non his s6n, Jehoshua his son.] For whose sake 
his pedigree seems to be thus largely deduced. 

Ver. 28. And their possessio?is and habitations were Beth-el 
and the towns thereof] See Josh. xvi. 1, &c. 

And eastward Naaran, and tceshvard Gezer with tlie 
totms thereof; Shechem also and the towns thereof, unto 
Gaza and the towns thereof] Or rather Ad-azea, a place 
so called; for their border did notextend so far as' Gaza 
in the land of the Philistines. 

Vcr. 29. And by the borders of the children of Manasseh, 
Beth-shean and her towns, Taanach and her towns, Megiddo 
and her towns, Dor and her towns. In these dwelt the chil- 
dren of Joseph, the son of Israel] That is, the children of 
Manasseh. (See Josh. xvi. 11.)' 

Ver. 30. The soils of Asher ; Imnah, and Imah, and 
Ishuai, and Beriah, and Serah their sister.] See the same 
account of them in Gen. xlvi. 17. 

"Ver. 31. And the sons of Beriah ; Heber, and Malchiel, 
who is the father of Birzavith.] The two first of these were 
born before they went into Egypt, as appears from Gen. 
xlvi. 18. 

Ver. 32. And Heber begat Japhlet, and Shomer, and Ho- 
tham, and Shuah their sister. 

Ver. 33. And the sons of Japhlet; Pasach, and Bimhal, 
and Ashvath: these are the children of Japhlet. 

Ver. 34, And the sons 'of Shamer ; AM, and Rohgah, 
Jehubbah, and Aram.] The father of these was the second 
brother of Japhlet, called Shomer, ver. 32. 

Ver. 35. And the sons of his brother.] That is, of Ho- 
tham, who was next brother to Shamer. 

Helem ; Zophah, and Imna, and Shelesh, and AmaL 

Ver. 36. The sons of Zophah; Suah, and Harnepher, and 
Shual, and Beri, and Imrah. 

Ver. 37. Bezer, and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilshah, 
and Ithran, and Beera. 

- Ver. 38. And the sons of Jether; Jephunneh, and Pispah, 
andAra.] This Jether is the same that is called in the 
verse foregoing Ithran ; the youngest son but one of Zo- 
phah : the rest had no sons, or their genealogy was lost. 

Ver. 39. And the sons of Vila; 'Arah, and Hanniel]and 
Rezia.] We do not read whose son Ulla was ; but it is 
probable of Jether; whereof there are many examples in 
the foregoing chapters. 

Ver. 40. All these were the children of Asher, heads of 
their father's house, choice and mighty men of valour, chief 
of the pri?ices.] Of these only he gives an account, and 
takes no notice of inferior families : though they are in- 
cluded, I suppose, in the following number. 

And the number throughout the genealogy of them that 
were apt to the war and to battle was twenty and six thou- 
sand men.] Though they, lived in a rich and delicious 
country, abounding with wine and oil, and other good 
things, in the best part of Galilee ; yet they did not give 
themselves up to sloth and laziness, but were a warlike 
and valiant people. 

CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1. J\ OW Benjamin begat Beta his first-bom.] He 
goes over the genealogy of this tribe again, (which he had 
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begun before in the foregoing chapter, ver. 6.) and gives a 
larger account of it, because it was entirely joined to the 
tribe of Judah ; and likewise, that he might make way for 
the following history, and touch upon the generations of 
Saul; and shew how this tribe was increased again, after 
that great calamity which befel them in the time of the 
judges. 

Ashbel the second son, and Aharali the third.'] His first- 
bora, Bela, is expressly so called by Moses, Gen. xlvi. 21. 
but all the rest are called by very different names. There- 
fore, either these were his grand-children (who are fre- 
quently called soils), or they had two names, which I 
shewed before was not unusual. (See chap. iii. 1.) 
Ver. 2. Noah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 
Ver. 3. And the sons of Bela. were Addar, and Gera, 
and Abihud. 
Ver. 4. And Abishiia, and Naaman, andAhoah. 
Ver. 5. And Gem.] It is likely this was the son of the 
forenamed, and so grandson to Bela. 
And Shephuphan, and Huram. 

Ver. 6. And these are the sons of EJiud.] Who is not 
named before ; unless he be the third son of Bela, called 
Abihud, ver. 3. And some think the three persons last 
named to have been his sons. 

Tfiese are the heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of 
Geba.] Where their first settlement was. 

And they removed them to Manahath.] That is, Gera re- 
moved them, as it follows, ver. 7. to a place mentioned 
before in the second chapter of this book, ver. 52. 54. Ge- 
ba being too narrow for them, Avhen they were multiplied : 
or, this other place being a more commodious habitation. 
Ver. 7. And Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed 
them, and begat Uzza andAhihud.] After his removal. 

Ver. 8. And Shaharaim begat children in the country of 
Moab, after he had sent them away ; Hushim and Baara 
were his wives.] After the removal beforementioned, this 
person took two wives of the country of Moab : whose 
names are here set down. To shew (say some of the Jews) 
that though a Moabite was excluded from the congrega- 
tion of the Lord, yet a Moabitess was not; as appears by 
the example of Ruth. r 

Ver. 9. And he begat ofHodesh his wife.] The Jews think 
she is the same with Baara: who was called Hodesh, that 
is new, because he renewed the example of marrying a 
Moabitish woman : which was first practised in Ruth. But 
this is an odd fancy of theirs, who misplace the time of Ruth. 
Jobab, and Zibia, and Mesha, and Malcham. 
Ver. 10. And Jeuz, and Shachia, and Minna. These were 
his sons, heads of the fathers.] Chief men in their families. 

Ver. 11. And of Hushim he begat Ahitub and Elpaal.] 
On this verse the Jews ground what they say of Hodesh, 
that she was the same with Baara, mentioned ver. 8. with 
Hushim as his other wife. 

Ver. 12. Tlie sons of Elpaal; Eber, and Misham, and 
Shamed, who built Ono and Lod, with the towns thereof] 
These two, Ono and Lodj are joined together in other 
places, being neighbouring cities. (See Ezra ii. 33. Nchem. 
vi. 37. if. 33.) They were but three miles distant one from 
the other, as Dr. Lightfoot computes in his Chorographical 
Decats before St. Mark, chap. 9. sect. nit. where he shews 
theTalmudists say, that Ono was a walled city from the 
days of Joshua; but in the war against Gibcah it was burnt 



with fire, as other cities were; and rebuilt by this Elpaal: 
who also re-edified Lod, which is the same with Lydda in 
the New Testament, as the same^Dr. Lightfoot observes in 
his Chorographical Century before St. Matthew. Where he 
observes, the author of the maps of the land of Canaan hath 
placed Lydda not far from Jordan, and Lod near the Me- 
diterranean: whereas they are one and the same place, as 
he shews at large. And in the other place mentioned be- 
fore, he shews it was also called Laodicea: for sometimes 
they speak of the martyrs in Lod, and in other places call 
them the martyrs in Laodicea. 

Ver. 13. Beriah also, and Shema, who were heads of the 
fathers of the inhabitants of Aijalon.] That is, of the fields 
that lay about Aijalon: for the town itself belonged to the 
tribe of Dan, (Josh. xix. 42.) 

Who 'drove away the .inhabitants of Gath.] In revenge 
(as Pellicanus thinks) of the slaughter they made long ago 
of their brethren the Ephraimites : (chap. vii. 21.) or, find- 
ing the men of Gath had possessed themselves of this place, 
they drove them out after their return from the captivity of 
Babylon. But we read of no war after their return till the 
time of the Maccabees : and, therefore, this belongs (as a 
most judicious friend of mine, Dr. Alix,. observes) to what 
was done in ancienter times, viz/ after the division of the 
country by Joshua. 
' Ver. 14. AndAhio, Shashak, and Jeremoth. 

Ver. 15. And Zebadiah, and Arad, and Ader. 

Ver. 16. And Michael, and Ispah, and Joha, the. sons of 
Beriah.] Mentioned before, ver. 13. 

Ver. 17. And Zebadiah, and Meshullam, and Hezeki, and 
JTeber. 

Ver. 18. Ishmerai also, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the sons of 
Elpaal.] Of whom we had an account before, (ver. 11, 12.) 

Ver. 19. And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi. 

Ver. 20. And Elienai, and Zilthai, and Eliel. 

Ver. 21. And Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the 
sons of Shimhi.] It is likely that this Shimhi as the same 
with him who is called Shema, Ver. 13. 

Ver. 22. And Ishpan, and Heber, and Eliel. 

Ver. 23. And Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan, 

Ver. 24. And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothijah. 

Ver. 25. And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the sons of Shashak.] 
This Shashak was an eminent person, mentioned ver. 14. 

Ver. 26. AndShamsherai,and Shehariah, andAthaliah.] 
Here is another instance of the same name, being common 
to men and women. 

Ver. 27. And Jaresiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the sons of 
Jeroham.] He is the same with Jeremoth, mentioned ver. 
14. next to Shashak. 

Ver. 28. These were heads of the fathers, by their genera- 
tions, chief men. These dwelt in Jerusalem^] It is probable 
that all these mentioned from ver. 14. dwelt at Jerusalem 
(one part of which belonged to the tribe of Benjamin), as 
they that are forenamed did at Aij.alon. 

Ver. 21). And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, tvhose 
wife's name was Maachah.] Perhaps Gibeon built this city, 
and gave his name to it, as Kimchi conjectures. But his 
proper name was Jehicl (as we read chap. ix. 35. where 
this genealogy is repeated); and he is called the father of 
Gibeon, because he was the chief ruler or governor of the 
Benjamites, who inhabited that place*. 

Ver. 30, And his first-born son Abdon, and Zzir, and 
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Kish, and Baal, and Nadab.] Between Baal and Nadab, 
there is mention of another son called Ner, chap. ix. 36. 

Vcr. 31. And Gedor, and Ahio, and Zacher.] Who is 
called Zechariah in chap. ix. 37. where another son is 
added, called Mikloth, whose posterity here follows. 

Vcr. 32. And Mikloth begat Shimeah.] Who is called 
Shimeam, chap. ix. 38. 

And these also dwelt with their brethren in Jerusalem, over 
against thernJ] These families likewise were settled at Je- 
rusalem, as well as the forcnamed : and dwelt in a part of 
the city directly over against the other. 

Ver. 33. And Ner begat Kish, and Kish begat Saul] I 
observed before, ver. 30. that Ner was one of the sons of 
Gibeon (or Jehiel), who did not beget (in the common sig- 
nification of the word) Kish; but educated him, and bred 
him up. For Kish was the son of Abiel : but different from 
him mentioned 1 Sam. xiv. 51. who was his brother. The 
Targum here saith, that Ner and Abiel were the same men, 
who had two names: Abiel was his proper name, but he 
was called Ner (which signifies a light), because he was 
illustrious upon some accounts which the Jews mention. 
Sec upon 1 Sam. ix. 1. where there is a large account of 
the ancestors of Abiel, none of which are here mentioned. 
Upon whicn Conradus Pellicanus makes this reflection : 
€€ That hence we may learn, it is an unnecessary labour 
scrupulously, to inquire after these things, from which we 
can reap no fruit, and of which we may be ignorant without 
danger. Especially in the matter of these genealogies ; 
the reason of which is long ago expired, together with the 
tribes to which they belong. As for the certainty of our 
belief, which depends upon the authority of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that stands firm and constant, though some things by 
the length of time be so obscure, that they are not now 
exactly understood, especially in the difference we find in 
the proper names of persons and places, which without any 
prejudice to the faith may be neglected." Thus he. 

And Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-shiia, and Abina- 
dab, and Esh-baal.] Who is called also Ish-boshcth. (See 
2 Sam. ii. 8. 

Ver. 34. And the son of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and 
Merib-baal begat Micah.] This son of Jonathan is called 
commonly Mephibosheth. (See in the forenamed place.) 
. Ver. 35. And the sons of Micah were Pithon, and Melech, 
and Tarea, and Ahaz.] The third of these is called Tahrea, 
.chap. ix. 41. 

Ver. 36. And Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat 
Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri ; and Zimri begat 
Moza. 

Ver. 37. And Moza begat Binea: Rapha was his so7i, 
Eleasah his son, Azel his son. 

Ver. 38, And Azel had six sons, ivhose names are these, 
Azrikam, Bocheru, and.Ishmael, and Sheariah, and Oba~ 
diah, and Hanan. All these were the soiis ofAzeL 

Ver. 39. And the sons ofEshek his brother were Vlam his 
first-born, Jehush the second, and Eliphekt the third.'] We 
read nothing of Eshck before, unless he be the same with 
JEleasah, ver. 37. 

Thus the family of Saul, though he was rejected by God 
from being king of Israel, was blessed with a numerous 
progeny, which sprung from his great-grandchild ]Micah, 
whose posterity is here largely recorded in honour of Jo- 
nathan. 



Ver. 40. And the soyis of Warn were mighty men of va- 
lour, archers."] In the Hebrew the word for archers is, those 
that tread the bow, because their steel bows (which were 
much in use among them) were so strong, that they could 
not bend them with their arms; but sat down, and pressing 
them with their feet, pulled the arrow with both hands, that 
it might fly with greater force. 

And had many sonsa?idsons f sorts a hundred and fifty. All 
these are of the sons of Benjamin."] Who, it appears by 
Judg. xx. were a very valiant tribe : and this family, in par- 
ticular, were noted to be very great, both in number and 
valour. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. &0 all Israel tvere reckoned by genealogies.] As 
much as to say, Thus I have summarily reckoned up the 
genealogies of all the tribes; as I found them in the pub- 
lic registers. 

A7id, behold, they we7*e written in the book of the Kings 
of Israel a7id of Judah.] For, let it be noted, they were so 
careful to preserve their genealogies, that they were kept 
in the public records, not only of the Jews, but of the Is- 
raelites: whose kings Mere not negligent in this matter. 

Who were carried away to Babylo7ifor their transgres- 
sion.] These last mentioned, of the tribe of Judah, were 
carried thither; as the Israelites had been before into re- 
mote countries, upon the same account of their idolatry. 
In which captivity there was, no doubt, a great confusion 
made in their families : but Ezra, by the help of the pro- 
phets Haggai and Malachi (as the Jews think), undertook 
to set them right, by giving an account of what he found re- 
maining in his time. Though there is a great difference of 
names in Nehem. xi. from those who are here mentioned: 
Malachi, also, and Ezra did not live in the same time. 

Ver. 2. Now the first inhabita7its, that dwelt in their pos- 
sessions in their cities, tvere.] He speaks of those that came 
back to their own country with Zerubbabel. 

The Israelites, the priests, Levites, and the Nethinims.] 
The first inhabitants that came and settled in their country, 
out of which they had been carried captive, he compre- 
hends under four sorts of persons, Israelites, priests, Lc- 
vites, and Nethinims. The first of these seems to compre- 
hend not only all those of the ten tribes, who were carried 
captive with Judah and Benjamin, but those also who were 
carried into Assyria aud Media by Tiglath-pileser and Shal- 
manascr. For the edict of Cyrus extended to them, as 
well as to Judah and Benjamin; and, as the prophets had 
foretold, (see Jer. v. 3, 4. 10. and xxi.) some of them 
did return, though too many (as the Jews also did) conti- 
nued where they were settled in their captivity. But that 
the word Israelites is here a distinct name from the Jews, 
is apparent from what follows, vcr. 3. The last of these, 
viz. the Nethinims, are generally thought by the Jewish in- 
terpreters to be tho same with the Giheonites, who per- 
formed the lower offices in the temple, being hewers of 
wood and drawers of water. (See Josh, ix. 27.) But Ezra 
hath given us a better account of them, chap. viii. 20. where 
he informs us they were given by David to minister to the 
Levites (which is the original of their name), as tho Levites 
were given by God to help the priests. And therefore in 
all places they arc mentioned with holy persons. 
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Ver. 3. And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, 
and of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh.] This shews that some of the ten" 
tribes returned with those of Judah and Benjamin. For 
the proclamation of Cyrus excepted none, but gave all the 
people of that nation liberty to return to their own country. 
And Josephus says expressly, that the edict of Cyrus was 
sent by Zerubbabel to those of Assyria and Media. Many, 
indeed, neglected that favour (as I said before), and conti- 
nued .where they were settled ; but those that did return 
were united to the Jews without distinction. Insomuch, 
that at Jerusalem, which belonged to the tribes*of Judah 
and Benjamin, some of Ephraim and Manasseh were per-' 
mittcd to make their abode. For several of those tribes, 
being left in the land of Samaria, when the ten tribes, 
were carried away, joined with Judah, (2 Chron. xxxi. 1. 
xx'xii. 1. xxxi v. 9, &c.) and were carried with. them : to 
Babylon, and returned with them. 

Ver. 4. Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the 
soil oflmri, the son of Bant, oftlte children ofPharez the. 
son of Judah.'] Now he sets down their names; and first 
those of the tribe of Judah, in this and the two following 
verses. But their names, arc so different from those in 
Nehem. xi. that it is an argument they speak of quite, dif- 
ferent persons, who lived in different times. 

Ver. 5. And of the Shilonites.] Who are called Shelan- 
ites in Numb. xxvi. 20. 

Asaiah the first-born, and his sons. 1 ] The eldest. of that 
family, and those descended from him. 

Ver. 6. And of the sons of Zerah ; Jeuel and his brethren.] 
By brethren are meant near relations, as ver. 9. 13. 21. 

Six hundred and ninety.] This was the whole number of 
the children of Judah, who dwelt in Jerusalem, after they 
came out of their captivity. 

Ver. 7. And of the sons of Benjamin ; Sallu the son of Me- 
shullam, the son of Hodaviah, the son of Ilasenuah.] This 
Meshullam is said to be descended from quite different 
ancestors, than are mentioned Nehem. xi. 7. And therefore 
this is a quite different person from the other, though of 
the same name. Though some think that one of these 
authors gives an account of his remote ancestors, and the 
other of his more immediate : which is not probable. 

Ver. 8. And Ibneiah the son of Jeroham, and Elah the 
son of Uzzi, the son of Michri, and Meshullam the son of 
Shephatiah, the son ofReuel, the son oflbnijah. 

Ver. 9. And their brethren, according to their genera- 
tions, nine hundred and fifty and six.] By brethren, as I 
said before, are meant their near kindred. 

All these men.] That is, the seven mentioned above, 
(ver. 4. 8.) 

Were chief of the fathers in the house of their fathers.] 
They are called chief fathers, because they were principal 
governors in their families. Nehemiah mentions no more 
than nine hundred twenty and eight, who came with these; 
therefore gives an account of different persons ; or some 
before his time were dead, or removed to some other place. 
The first is most likely. 

Ver. 10. And of the priests; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, and 
Jachin.] These arc the second, sort of inhabitants that first 
settled in their possessions after the captivity, mentioned 
ver. 2. 

Ver. 11. And Azariah the son of Hilkiah.] Not he in 
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the days of Josiah, (2 Kings xxii. 8.) but another of the 
same name; whose son Seraiah lived in the time of Nehe-* 
miah, xi. 11. .." . 

TJie son of Meshullam, the son ofZadok, the sonofMe- 
raioth, the son of Ahitub, the ruler of the house of God.] 
This last person is thought by Pellicanus to have' been the 
high-priest: but both Ezra and Haggai tell us, Jeshua (or 
Joshua) was high-priest, (Ezra III. 2. Haggai i. 1.)- This' 
therefore was not the ruler, but a nderin God's house (as 
the words should be translated); not the principal ruler, 
but one in great authority under him: perhaps he that was 
called the sagan (who was vicar to the high-priest; and 
performed, his office when Jie was sick, or otherwise hin- 
dered), or he was the head of one of the courses of the 
priests, that attended in their turns, at the house of God. 
Here it is to be noted, that by the house of God in this 
place, we are taught by ver. 23. to understand the house of 
the tabernacle. For as, before the first temple was built, 
there was a tabernacle for Divine, service; so, after the 
second was founded, they erected a tabernacle, till thisl 
temple could be fiuished: without which they could not 
have performed the several parts of the worship of God, 
which were annexed to the several parts of the holy places, 
according to the law. > . '. .' 

Ver. 12. And Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of 
Pashur, the son of Malchijah, and Maasiai the son of Adiel, 
the son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son ofMeshil- 
lemith, the son oflmmer.] There were three between that 
Jeroham and Pashur mentioned in Nehemiah: and there- 
fore he was either his great-grandson, or they were dif- 
ferent persons, though of the same name. '• 

Ver. 13. And their brethren, heads of the house of their 
fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and threescore; very 
able men for the work, of the service of the house of God.] 
In the Hebrew they are called mighty men of valour. For 
the service of the house of God required not only great 
strength of body, but great courage and resolution of mind; 
especially at that time when they were newly come out of 
captivity. There was a famous instance of this courage 
before the captivity, in. Azariah: who resisted the king 
himself, when he would have profaned the holy place, (2 
Chron. xxvi. 17, 18, &c.) 

Ver. 14. AndoftheLevites; ShemaiahthesonofHasshub, 
the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Me- 
rari.] These are the third sort of persons, mentioned ver. 2. 

Ver. 15: And Bakbakkar, Heresh, ' and Gala I, and Mat- 
taniah the son of Micah, the son of Zichri, the son of 
Asaph.] This last was descended, it is likely, from that, 
Asaph who lived in David's time, (2 Chron. xx. 14.) '. 

Ver. 1G. And Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the, son of 
Galal, the son of Jeduthnn, and perechiah the son of Asa, 
the son ofElkanah, that dwelt in the villages of the Neto- 
phathites.~\ He speaks ofElkanah, not of Berechiah: for 
he dwelt at Jerusalem. But there was not room for them 
all there ; therefore Elkanah, and those that belonged to 
him, dwelt in these villages, till their own cities, were re- 
built. They .were in the tribe of Judah, (chap. ii. 54.) and 
waited at Jerusalem in their courses, though they did not 
dwell there. 

Ver. 17. And the porters.] Or rather the guards, as the 
Hebrew word signifies, and not porters. 

Were Shallum, and Akkub, and Talmon, and Ahiman, 
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and their brethren: Shallum was the chief.] The next verse 
tells us, at what places these guards exercised their office. 

Ver. 18. (Who hitherto ivaited in the king's gate east- 
ward).] That is, where the king's gate formerly was; which 
shews that the tabernacle thoy had erected was not on Mount 
Moriah, but in Zion, since their return from captivity. 

They were porters.] That is, the four persons abovemen- 
tioncd. 

In the companies of the children of Levi.] That were at the 
four sides of the tabernacle, Jerusalem being without walls. 

Vcr. 19. And Shallum.] Mentioned ver. 17. - 

The son ofKore, the son ofEbiasaph, the son ofKorah, 
and his brethren (of the house of his father).] That is, the 
rest of that family. 

The Korahites, were over the work of the service, keepers 
of the gates of the tabernacle.] Their service was . to be 
keepers of the porches of the tabernacle; From which it 
appears again, that the Jews (as I said before) did pitch a 
tabernacle upon Mount Zion, till they had rebuilt the tem- 
ple on Mount Moriah. 

And their fathers, being ovei* the host of the Lord.] Here 
the principal person among them attended, taking care of 
the tabernacle and all its appurtenances, which some think 
is meant by the host of the Lord. 

Were keepers of the entry.] More especially .they took 
care of the court, that none should enter into it but such as 
the law allowed. . 

Vcr. 20. And Phinehas the son ofEleazar was the ruler 
over them in time past.] So we rightly translate the last 
word, lepanim; which, as It. David Gauz observes in his 
Tzemoth David, (ad A. M. 2892.) doth not signify that Phi-, 
nchas was now living, but he was ruler of them in time past 
when he was living. And thus that Hebrew word is 
rendered, Ruth iv. 7. Psal. cii. 2G. But that he should 
be ruler over this sort of officers seems unlikely, being 
the son of tho high-priest, and after Elcazar high-priest 
himself: which raised him far above such a low employ- 
ment. Besides, it is evident he is here spfeaking of the Le- 
vites,not of the priests, and therefore itis probable this Phi- 
nehas was only a Lcvite, called, as his father was, by the 
ancient name of a high-priest. (Sec Sclden,dc Success, in 
Pontificatum, lib. i. cap. 2. fol. 117. 119.) 

And the Lord was with him.] In the Targum, the Word 
of the Lord was his helper. From which Beckius frames 
this argument against the present Jews, That if he who was 
with Phinehas was Jehovah the true God, and this Word 
was with Phinehas, then the Word, in the opinion of this 
paraphrast,,was Jehovah the true God. 

Vcr. 21. And Zechariah the son of Meshelemiah was 
porter of the door of the tabernacle of the' congregation.] 
Here again the tabernacle is mentioned, which, as I said, 
the first inhabitants of the country, after their return from 
captivity, erected, till the temple could be built. For they 
would not bo without the public worship of God, and a 
place was necessary for it By the door of the tabernacle, 
I suppose, is meant the door which let into the court of 
the priests; for the Lcvites might not go into, that court; 
and therefore this is not meant of the door of the sanctuary, 
as some have thought. 

Vcr. 22. All these which were chosen to be porters in the 
gates were two hundred and twelve.'] Who came in their 
turns to discharge this office.'' 



Tliese were reckoned by their genealogy in their villages.] 
Sec ver. 16. 

Whom David and Samuel the seer did ordain.] All 
things (that is, alter their return from captivity), were put 
into that order at the Iiouse of God, which Samuel pro- 
jected, and David, when he was settled in peace, put in 
execution. (Scio chap.'xxiii. 5.) For there had been very 
great confusion, no doubt, in the service of God, in the 
days of the judges, as there had been in all other things. 
But when Samuel came to govern, he designed to put 
things in good order : and especially to make the attend- 
ance of God's ministers nt his house more regular than it 
had been. For which end he contrived, in all likelihood, 
that method of the priests and Lcvites waiting in their 
courses; which (Saul being rejected by God) he imparted 
unto David, whom he anointed by God's appointment to 
be king over Israel. Who accordingly, in the latter end 
of his reign, disposed their services at the tabernacle. 

In their set office.] Or rather (as it is in the margin) in 
their trust ; for the Hebrew word signifies fidelity: import- 
ing, that their attendance at the house of God was no 
longer confused and disorderly (as it had bebn formerly, 
when there were sometimes too n^any, and sometimes too 
few waiting there ; or, they had no certain work assigned 
them, or were negligent for want of overseers), but they 
every one in their course obediently went about their pro- 
per work, and faithfully discharged it. 

Ver. 23. So they and their children had the oversight of 
the gates of the house of the Lord, namely, the house of the 
tabernacle.] This verse plainly instructs us that they built 
a tabernacle for the worship of God, (as I noted ver. 10.) 
after their return from Babylon, till the temple was finished: 
arid here th6 priests and Lcvites attended; as in the house 
of the Lord. 

2?y wards.] According to the courses that David ap- 
pointed ; as it is explained, ver. 25. 

Ver. 24. In four quarters were the porters, towards the 
east', ivest, north, and south.] On the four sides of the ta- 
bernacle, as I observed on ver. 18. After the temple was 
built, these guards were kept, as Dr. Lightfoot notes, on 
the four quarters of the outward wall, For the wall that 
encompassed the courts had no gate on the west. (See 
Prospect of the Temple, chap. 4. sect. 3.) 

Vcr. 25. And their brethren, which were in the villages, 
were to come after seven days.] Every week a new course 
came to attend the service of the house of God, and to re- 
lieve their brethren. 

From time to time with them.] They came to wait their 
week under the government of the chief porters : who 
seem to have constantly dwelt at Jerusalem, to sec the 
courses disposed according as David had ordained. So 
it here follows.' 

Vcr. 2G. For these Levites, the four chief porters, werein 
their set office.] The principal porters were four, one at 
each gate, (ver. 241) to whom was committed the care of 
the rest of their brethren to sec that they did their duty. 

And were over the chambers and treasuries of the house of 
God.] This I shall explain upon chap. xxvi. 20. where it 
is more distinctly mentioned. 

Vcr. 27. And they lodged round about the house of God, 
because the charge was upon them, and the opening thereof 
every morning pertained to them.] Round about the out- 
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ward wall, beforcmentioncd, ver. 24. For, as the same 
learned man observes, neither priests nor Levites had any 
lodgings in the gates of the courts: nor did the Levites 
open those doors, but the priests. 

Ver. 28. And certain of them had the charge of ministering 
vessels, that they should bring them in and out by tale.] For 
the use of the priests when they ministered : who returned, 
when they had done their work, the same number to the 
Levites, which they had received from them. This was 
another duty of the Levites. 

Ver. 29. Some of them also were appointed to oversee the 
vessels, and all the instruments of the sanctuary, and the 
fine flour, and the mine, and the oil, and the frankincense, 
and the spices.] See upon chap. xxvi. 20. 

Ver. 30. And some of the sons of the .priests made the 
ointment of the spices.] Or rather, but some of the sons of 
the priests, &c. For though the Levites had the custody 
of the spices of which the ointment was made, yet none 
but the priests could compound them and make the oint- 
ment. 

Ver. 31. And Mattithiah, one of the Levites (who was the 
first-born ofShallum the Korahite), had, the set office (or 
trust) over the things that were made in the pans.] To pre- 
pare fine flour and oil for the mincha, or meat-offering that 
was offered every morning and evening, as we read Lev. 
ii.5, 6. The LXX. (who herein follow the Talmudists) 
will have this peculiarly refer to the mincha offered by the 
high-priest for himself and his family: which was the tenth 
part of an ephah; half in the morning, and half in the 
evening, (Lev. vi. 20, &c.) . 

Ver. 32. And other of their brethren, of the sons of the Ko- 
hathites, were over the shew-bread, to prepare it every sab- 
bath.] AVhen it was set new upon the table in the holy 
place, and the old taken away. (See upon Exod. xxv.30.) 
Ver. 33. And these are the singers, chief of the fathers of 
the Levites, who remaining in the chambers were f reel] Others 
of the Levites, and principal persons among them, were ap- 
pointed to be singers, and attended nothing else : but dwelt 
in some chambers about the temple, free from all other 
employment. And the reason why they dwelt there was, 
that' they might not be defiled, and so made unfit at any 
time for. that ministry: and that they might be ready at 
hand to attend upon it. 

For they were employed in that work day and night.] In 
learning and teaching to sing, and to play upon instruments 
both wind and stringed: as appears from chap. xxvi. This 
was wholly a new thing, Moses having ordained nothing 
concerning singing and music in the houSe of God, and 
seems (as it is objected in the book of Cosri) to be con- 
trary to what he commanded, Deut. xii. 32. Thou shalt not 
add unto it (that is, to the law), nor take from it: but they 
answer very well, that this command concerned the people 
only, who were forbidden out of their own heads, as we 
speak, to innovate any thing, and frame laws to themselves 
out of their own reasonings. But it did not oblige prophets 
and Divine men, such as Moses was : and therefore David 
had authority from God (who had not bound up himself to 
add nothing) to do what he did; as Solomon afterward had 
to set up another altar in the midst of the court, upon a 
special occasion, (2 Chron. vii. 7 — 9.) and Nehemiah to 
require but a third part of a shekel of the pcoplo, chap! x. 
32. (Thus Scpher Cosri, par. iii. sect. 11, 12,) 



Ver. 34. Tliese chief fathers of the Levites were chief 
throughout their generations.] These were principal per- 
sons, among whose families had always been eminent men, 
who were chosen for this service. 

Tliese dwelt at Jerusalem.] They were settled there, for 
the greater convenience of attending the morning and even- 
ing service at the temple, without much trouble. But these 
words seem to comprehend a great deal more; viz. that not 
only these chief of the Levites, but all those whom he 
hath mentioned from ver. 3. unto this verse, lived at Jeru- 
salem, and came back with Zerubbabel. 

Ver. 35. And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, Je- 
Mel, whose wife's name was Maachah.] Ffom hence to the 
end of the chapter tho same genealogy is set down again, 
which we had in the foregoing chapter, (ver. 29, 30, &c.) 
and in the same words : and therefore I shall not here tran- 
scribe them. Of this I can give no account, but that this 
narrative of the descent and family of Saul is repeated, the 
better to join the following history to it, concerning the 
death of that king. But if we could give no account of it, 
Conradus Pellicanus thinks it is not irreligious to acknow- 
ledge that in these Jewish genealogies, which are very long 
and useless to us, some errors may have crept in by the 
negligence of transcribers. Who, in copying of them might 
not attend sometimes, but be drowsy, as we are apt to be, 
when we are about any tedious work and not very profit- 
able, in which, if there be any error, the church suffers no . 
damage by it. But there is no need of this. 

CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OW the Philistines fought against Israel; and 
the men of Israel fled before the Philistines, and fell down 
slain in Moitnt Gilboa.] This .verse, and those that follow 
to ver. 13. have been explained upon 1 Sam. xxxi. where 
the same history is related ; in the same words, and with 
very little difference. And it is repeated here, to make 
way for the history of David (which is mainly intended in 
the rest of this book), who, by Saul's death, was advanced 
to the crown. 

Ver. 2. And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, and 
after his sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, andAbi- 
nadab, and Malchi-shua, the sons of Saul. 

Ver. 3. And the battle went sore against Saul, and the 
archers hit him, and he was wounded of the archers. 

Ver. 4. *27ien said Saul to his armour-bearer, Draw thy 
sword, and thrust me through therewith, lest these xmcir- 
cumcised come and abuse me. But his armour-bearer would 
not, for he was sore afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell 
upon it. 

Ver. 5. And when his armour-bearer saw that Saul was 
dead, He fell likewise on the sword, and died. 

Ver. 6. So Saul died, and his three sons, and all his house 
died together.] That is, all that were present with him in 
the battle: and hisfamijyhad such a blow by their fall, 
that it never recovered itself. For though Ish-bosheth 
reigned over a part of the country, yet it was not in any 
splendour : such a deadly wound being given to the house of 
Saul, that it did not long survive him in the kingly authority. 

Ver. 7. And when all the men of Israel that were in the 
valley saw that they fled, and that Saul and his sons were 
dead, then they forsook their cities, and fled: and the Phi- 
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listines came and dwelt in thein.] By the valley is meant 
the towns in the open country, which were not fortified. 
(Sec 1 Sara. xxxi. 7.) 

Vcr. 8. And it cameto pass on the mcrroiv, when the Phi- 
listines came, to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his 
sons fallen in Mount Gilboa. 

Ver. 9. And when they had stripped him, they took his 
head.] Which they cut off from his body, as we read 
1 Sam. xxxi. 9. 

And his armour, and sent into the land of the Philistines 
round about, to carry tidings unto their idols, and to the 
people.] That public thanksgiving might be given by them 
to their gods for this victory. 

Vcr. 10. And they put his armour in the house of their 
gods.] In the temple of Ashtaroth, as the same book tells 
us, (1 Sam. xxxi. 10.) 

And fastened his head in the temple ofDagon:] These 
two, Dagon and Ashtaroth, were the principal gods of the 
country of the Philistines; unto whom they sent these tro- 
phies of their victory. And the place forcnamed informs 
us where they fastened his body, after they had separated 
his head from it, and stripped off the skin and the hair ; for 
the Hebrew word signifies a skulL 

- Vcr. 11. And when all Jabesh-Gilead heard all that the 
Philistines had done to Saul.] By Jabesh-Gilead, is meant 
the people of the city, and of the territory round about it. -r 

Ver. 12. TJiey arose, all the valiant men, and took away 
the body of Saul/ and the bodies of his sons, and brought 
them to Jabesh, and buried their bones under the oak in Ja- 
besk, and fasted seven days.] This was a noble instance of 
their courage, and of their love and gratitude to their 
prince: who had some excellent qualities in him, and had 
highly obliged this city in the beginning of his reign: as I 
have observed on the book of Samuel. If we may believe 
Josephus, there was a law among the Jews, that they who 
killed themselves should be denied burial : for this was all 
the punishment that could be inflicted on them after they 
were dead, for so great a sin. Yet David highly approved 
this fact of the men of Jabesh-Gilead, who buried Saul : 
and therefore the Jews make this exception to the rule, 
That if they killed themselves merely to avoid that re- 
proach which might be cast upon them if they lived, they 
might be buried: and they instance in Samson and Saul. 
Who they fancy repented of his many sins, after Samuel 
had appeared to him, and told him of his sad fate. But 
the two following verses seem to contradict this. (See 
Grotius, in his book de Jure Belli ctPacis, lib. ii. cap. 19. 
sect. 5.) 

Ver. 13. So Saul died for his transgression which he com- 
mitted against the Lord, even against the ivord of the Lord, 
which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that 
had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it.] His two great trans- 
gressions (one against the express order and command of 
God by Samuel, and the other against a known law of 
Moses) were his sparing the Amalckites, and his consult- 
ing the witch of Endor : which were plain proofs that he 
did not mind God, as it follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 14. And inquired not of the Lord.] He did not re- 
gard him as he ought to have done: for otherwise he did 
inquire of him, (1 Sam. xxviii. 6.) but not with a religious 
mind. 

Therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto 



David the son of Jesse.] Kingdoms arc never translated 
from one family to another, but injustice and impiety go 
before, as Grotius here notes. Which the son of Sirach 
expresses admirably, Ecclus. x. 8. " Because of unrighteous 
dealings, injuries, and riches got by deceit, the kingdom 
is translated from one people to another." 

CHAP. XL 

Vcr. 1. THEN.] That is, after the death of Ish-bosheth: 
for many things passed after the death of Saul which are 
here omitted. As, the coming of the Amalckite to David 
with the news of it; his lamentation over Saul* and Jona- 
than ; his anointing at Hebron over the tribe of Judah ; the 
death of Abncr, and then of Ish-bosheth.- After which this 
author relates the promotion of David to be king of all 
the tribes of Israel, by the full consent of all the people. 

All Israel gathered themselves together to David unto 
Hebron, saying, Behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh.] By 
all Israel is meant the elders of all their tribes, 2 Sam. 
v. 1. where this verse is explained. 

Ver. 2. And moreover, in time past, when Saul teas king, 
thou wast he that leddest out ancf broughtest in Israel; and 
the Lord thy God said unto thee, Thou shall feed my people 
Israel, and thou shalt be ruler over my people Israel.] Sec 
2 Sam. v. 2. where there are the very same words. . . \ i 

Vcr. 3. Therefore came all the elders of Israel to the king 
to Hebron ; and David made a covenant with them in He- 
bron, before the Lord ; and they anointed David king over 
Israel.] See there, 2 Sam. v. 3. • ■ : . - 

According to the ivord of the Lord by Samuel.] These 
words are added unto those in the book of Samuel, to shew 
how the people came to know that God told David (as 
they say- in the foregoing verse) he should govern Israel. 
Samuel declared it to him, and published it, no doubt, 
among the people. 

Ver. 4. And David and all Israel went to Jerusalem, 
which is Jebus.] See concerning this place, Judg. xix. 10. 

Wliere the Jebusites were, the inhabitants of the land.] 
See 2 Sam. v. 6. * 

Ver. 5. And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou 
shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David took the castle 
ofZi07i 7 which is the city of David.] The insolent language 
of the Jebusites is recorded more largely iu 2 Sam. v. 6. 
where see what I have noted. 

Ver. G. And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebus- 
ites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the son of 
Zeruiah went up first, and was chief] It is evident Joab 
was before this in a great station, commanding all the 
forces of Judah ; as may be gathered from 2 Sam. ii. 13, 14. 
and iii. 22, 23. But now he was a commander-in-chief < ; of 
all the forces both of Judah and Israel ; which made him 
very powerful : or, perhaps, Abishai being his elder bro- 
ther, was general of the forces before ; and this place gives 
an account how Joab came to have the pre-eminence, by 
this great achievement. 

Ver. 7. And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they 
called it The city of David.] Because here he chose to have 
his constant residence: in order to which he enlarged and 
adorned it with many buildings, as it here follows. 

Ver. 8. And he built the city round about, even from 
Millo round about.] Sec 2 Sam. v. 9. 
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And Joab repaired the rest of the city.] He repaired,' 
perhaps, the fortifications, which had been, in the time of 
the siege, much shattered. And, as Conradus Pellieanus 
thinks, built some houses, for the quartering of his soldiers. 

Ver. 9. So David ivaxed greater and greater: for the 
Lord of hosts was with him.'] The "Word of the Lord was 
his help, as the Targum expresses it. (See 2 Sam. v. 10.) 

Ver. 10. These also are the .chief of the mighty men whom 
David had, ivho strengthened themselves with him in his 
kingdom.] Having touched upon David's promotion to the 
throne, and his settlement in Zion, he next thought fit to re- 
late who those valiant men were that assisted him in his 
advancement, and helped to establish him in his authority. 
They were such, in all likelihood, as had accompanied him 
during his persecution, when they gave David many proofs 
of their valour and affection, as they also did afterward. 

And with all Israel, to make him king.] A great many of 
the Israelites, as is related in the next chapter, came to 
David before the death of Saul, believing he was designed 
by God to be. their king. - r - , *. .* 

According to the word ofJhe Lord concerning Israel.] 
That David should be king over all Israel : which word was 
delivered by Samuel, and known to all the people, as well 
as to Saul and Jonathan. - > .... 

* Ver, 11. And this is the number of the mighty men whom 
David had; Jashobeam, an Hachmonite, the chief of the cap- 
tains: he lifted up his spear against three hundred, slain by 
him at one time.] I have explained this upon 2 Sam. xxiii. 
8. where I observed, how Kimchi reconciles this place to 
that, which saith he slew:eight hundred. But I now think 
it plainer to say, Thathe slew three hundred with his own 
hand, and thereby routed the enemy, and put them to flight, 
in which five hundred more were killed in the pursuit. AH 
which might be said to be slain by him; because the 
slaughter he made was the cause the rest were slain. Or, 
as Mayerus(upon Seder Olam) interprets it; After he had 
slain three hundred, he was so little tired, that he slew as 
many more as made eight hundred. 

Ver. 12. And after him was Eleazar the son of Dodo the 
Ahohite.] The son of Ahothi, as Kimchi understands it; for 
this is not the name of a country, but of a family. . 

Who was one of the three mighties.] See 2 Sam. xxiii. 9. 

Ver. 13. He was with David at Pas-dammim.].The same 
with Ephes-dammin, 1 Sam. xvii. 1. 

And there the Philistines were gathered together Jo .battle, 
where was a pared of ground full of barley ; and the people 
fled from before the Philistines. 

, Ver. 14. And they set themselves in the midst of that par- 
cel, and delivered it, and slew the Philistines; and the Lord 
saved them by a great deliverance^] All this is related, and 
hath been explained in 2 Sam. xxiii. 9 — 12. 

Ver. 15. Now three of the thirty captains went down to 
the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam; and the host of 
tlte Philistines encamped in the valley of Rephaim.] See 
there, ver. 33. 

. Ver. 1G. And David was then in the hold, and the Philis- 
tines' garrison was then at Beth-lehem.] See there, ver. 14. 

Ver. 17. And David longed, and said, Ofcthat one would 
give me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lehem, that is 
at the gate f] See ver. 15. He did not desire any one should 
venture to fetch him some of this water, but in a very hot 
day, said, as we sometimes do, AVhat would I not give for 



a draught of those cool and refreshing waters ! which he 
remembered he had drunk of freely in his youth. 

Ver. 18. And the three brake through the host of the Phi- 
listines, and drew water out of the well of Beth-lehem > that 
was by the gate, and took it, ctnd brought it to David: but 
David would not drink of it, but poured it out to the Lord. 
< "Ver. 19. And said, My God forbid if me, that I should do 
this thing. Shall I drink the blood of these men that have 
put their lives in jeopardy? for with the jeopardy of their 
lives they brought it: therefore he would not drink it. These 
things did these three mighties.] See all this explained. in 
that place, ver. 16, 17. 

Ver. 20. AndAbisIiai the brother f of Joab, he was \ chief of 
the three: for lifting up his spear against three hundred, he 
slew them, and had a namelamong the three.] See 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 18. There are but two here mentioned ; the third, 
Abarbinel thinks, was Adina the son of Shiza, mentioned 
ver. 42. who is said to be a captain of the Reubenites, and 
.thirty with him. , - , * ,o : v: ■- ' 

Ver. 21. Of the three he was /more honourable than the 
two, for he teas their captain.] Perhaps he was the first, and 
led them on, in that bold exploit at Beth-lehem. . 

Howbeit he attained not unto the first three.] But came 
short of them in their great achievements. 

Ver. 22. Benaiah the son ofJehoiada, the son of a valiant 
man ofKabziel, who had done many acts; he slew tivo lion- 
like men of Moab: also he went down and slew a lion in a 
pit in a snowy day.] See 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. 

Ver. 23. And he slew an Egyptian, a man of great sta- 
ture, five cubits high, &c] The country of Egypt was famous 
for men of vast bigness, as we learn from Herodotus, lib. 
ii; cap. 130. 143. 153. 175, 170. See Huetius, in his Quaes r 
tiones Alnetanee, lib. ii. p. 180.' whqre he observes, out of 
Pliny, that in Ethiopia there was a people that were eight 
cubits high, (lib. vi. cap. 30. lib. vii. cap. 2.) 

Ver. 24. Tliese things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada f 
and had the name among the three mighties.] See all this ex- 
plained in the forenamed book, 2 Sam. xxiii. 21, 22. 
. Ver. 25. Behold, he was honourable among the thirty, but 
attained not to the first three.] He sets a mark of honour 
upon him as a man of great reputation among the thirty, 
though he did not rise up to the pitch of the first three, nor 
of Abishai, though it is likely he excelled the third. (See 
there, ver. 23.) 

And David set him over his guard.] The Cherethites and 
Pelethites. Or, as some take it, he made him president of 
his council, as the Hebrew word imports (so Kimchi), 
there being a rare conjunction in him of wisdom with 
valour. 

.• Ver. 26.' Also the valiant men of the awnies were Asahel 
the brother of Joab, Elhanan the son of Dodo of Beth-lehem.] 
See there, ver. 24. : These were chief commanders in the 
army, either colonels, as we speak, or, captains; and they 
were under the command of the. three foregoing great men, 
who were over them, as they wereoyer the soldiers. But 
these great men were below the first three: who are said, in 
the tenth verse of this chapter, to be mighty men to David 
(as the. words are in the Hebrew), because they attended 
upon him continually, as the keepers of his body, and had 
s no other command. 

Ver. 27.. Shammoth the JIarorite, Helez the Pelonite.] 
See 2 Sam. xxiii. 25. 
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Vcr. 28. Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite, Abi-ezer the 
Antothite.] Sec there, vcr. 2G. All the rest that follow arc 
mentioned in that chapter of the second book of Samuel, 
with some difference in their names, as I have there noted. 
Some others also are added, being men of great note, 
though not equal to the abovenamed.* Particularly he re- 
lates who were the chief commanders, in the borders of the 
kingdom beyond Jordan, (ver. 42, &c.) This appears by the 
names of their country, which was beyond that river. 

There is a little difficulty in the thirty-eighth verse, 
where Joel, who is called Igal in 2 Sam. xxiii. 36. (there 
being nothing more common than such alterations in 
names), is said to be the brother of Nathan : which seems 
not to consist with what is said in the other place, that he 
was the son of Nathan. But the account of this is easy, 
for he might be both, if he was his adopted son, for want 
of children : the word son often signifying no more than a 
nephew, as the word brother doth one near of kin. As for 
the rest of the variations, Conradus Pellicanus resolves, 
that we need not trouble ourselves about the errors of 
transcribers, which we may" acknowledge, in such matters 
as these, without any prejndice to faith, truth, or good 
manners. So he concludes this chapter. 



CHAP. XII. 

Vcr. 1. JS OW these are they that came to David to Zik- 
lag,' while he yet kept himself close because of Saul the son 
ofKish; and they were among the mighty men, helpers of 
tlie war.] This author thought fit to do those the honour 
of being remembered (which is omitted in the book of 
Samuel), who came and joined themselves to David, when 
he was in exile : and were afterward very assistant to 
him in his wars. They are said to come to him, while he 
kept himself close because of Saul: because they pitying 
David's condition, who was forced to skulk in secret 
places to secure himself from Saul's fury, designed to help 
v hinl, and it is likely left their habitations, and went to seek 
him : though they did not actually join hiin till he came to 
Ziklag. 

Ver. 2. They were armed with bows, and could use both 
the right hand and the left.'] Which gave them a great ad- 
vantage in war : and made them more valuable soldiers. 
(See Judg. xx. 1G.) 

J/i hurling stones, and shooting arrows out of a bow.] 
They were excellent slingers as well as archers. 

Even of SauVs brethren of Benjamin.] There was some 
extraordinary cause which moved some of Saul's kindred, 
as well as of his tribe, to desert him, and go over to David. 
Either the great virtue of David attracted them, or they 
abhorred to see an innocent person so violently perse- 
cuted ; or, perhaps, they were pious persons, who had a 
great regard to the words of Samuel, concerning David's 
right to the kingdom. 

Vcr. 3. Tlie chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of 
Slitmaah the Gibeathite, and Jeziel and Pelet, the sons of 
Azmaveth, and Berachah, arid Jehu the Antothite.] There is 
mention before of Azmaveth, (chap. viii. 3G.) as descended 
from Micah the son of Mcphihosheth, the grandson of Saul. 

Vcr. 4. Andlsmaiah the Gibeonite, a mighty man amoiig 
tlie thirty, and over the thirty.] I suppose there were thirty 



Benjamites came over to Da, id at one time, and this was 
their leader. t I 

And Jeremiah, and Jalutziel, and Johanan, and Jozabad 
tlie Gederathite. 

Ver. 5. Eluzai, and Jerimoth, and Bealiah, and Shema- 
rzah, and Sliephatiah the Ilaruphite. 

Ver..G. Elkanah, and Jesiah, and Azareel, and Joezer, 
and Jashobeam, the Korhites. 

. Vcr. 7. Arid Joelah, and Zebadiah, the sons ofjeroham 
ofGedor.] These w r ere the principal persons among the 
thirty, mentioned vcr. 4. the rest, perhaps, were not of such 
notfc. 

, Vcr. 8. And of the Gadites there separated themselves.] 
From their countrymen and families, which they left to 
follow David. 

Unto David, into the hold of the wilderness.] There are 
several holds, or inaccessible places mentioned, where 
David secured himself from Saul's persecution. (See 
1 Sam. xxii. 4. xxiii. 14. xxiv. 22.) But some think he 
still speaks of those that came to David at' Ziklag: which 
may be called a hold, they think, as the city of David is, 
chap. xi. 7. because he fortified it. 

Men of might, and men of war fit for the battle, that could 
handle shield and buckler.] Under these are comprehended 
all weapons of war, which they could manage skilfully; 
being bred to it, and wanting no courage to engage any 
enemy. « .-, 

Whose faces were like the faces of li&ns, and were as 
swift as the roes upon the mountains.] They had a fierce- 
ness in their countenances, which terrified their enemies; 
who durst not look them in their face, biit ran away as soon 
as they saw them. But they could not save themselves by 
flight, being pursued so swiftly by these men, that they over- 
took them and slew them. Bochart observes out of 'Aris- 
totle, that lions have faces more like men than any other 
creatures, but very stern and terrible. 

Ver. 9. Ezer the first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the 
third.] They are reckoned up thus distinctly, according to 
the dignity and precedence which they had in their own 
country; or according to the order wherein they came to 
David. 

Vcr. 10. Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth* 

Ver. 11. Altai the sixth, Eliel the seventh* *. 

Ver. 12. Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth. 

Ver. 13. Jeremiah the tenth, Machbanai the eleventh. 

Ver. 14. These were of the sons of Gad, captains :of the 
host: oneofthe least was over a hundred, and thegreatest over 
a thousand.] They did not bring a host of men with them, 
but they had been commanders of the army in their own 
country. Or, when David came to the crowTi, he thought 
them w r orthy to be preferred, and the lowest of them was 
made a centurion. 

Vcr. 15. These are they that went over Jordan in the first 
month, when it had overflown all his banks.] This is an in- 
stance of their fearless valour, that they ventured over Jor- 
dan in the most dangerous scaison : and perhaps swam over, 
when the stream was most rapid and violent, to help their 
brethren. (See Josh. iii. 15.) 

And they put to flight all them of the valleys, both to- 
wards the east and towards the west.] -When Saul was en- 
gaged to attend the motions of the Philistines, it is likely 
some people both of the eastern and western countries, 
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which bordered upon Jordan, laid hold of this opportunity, 
to invade and spoil the land thereabout; which moved 
these men to go to their relief, and God gave them a great 
victory over them. Where these, valleys lay, and what 
enemies these men encountered, is no where recorded. 

Ver.16. And there came of the children of Benjamin and 
Judah to the hold unto David.] Besides those of Saul's 
kindred beforementioned, there w r ere others of that tribe, 
together with some of Judah, who came to him when he 
was in the hold, mentioned ver. 8. which I conjectured 
might be Ziklag; but I rather think it was some of, the 
holds he was in, when he.lay in the wilderness. 

Vcr. 17. And David went out to meet them.'] They were 
so considerable, either for their, number, or quality, that 
David went out (attended, no doubt, with some of his men) 
to meet them, before they came 'to the hold. 

And answered and said unto them.] After the first saluta- 
tion which they made. him, he replied in the following 
words. • > 

If ye be come peaceably unto me to help me, my heart 
shall be knit unto you.] As much as to say, If you be really 
friends, you are welcome, and I will make a league with 
you. 

But if ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, seeing 
there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers look, 
thereon, and rebuke it.] He knew himself to be so innocent, 
both with respect to Saul and all other men, -whom he had 
no way injured, that he doubted not God would protect 
him, and do him right against these men, if they came with 
bad intentions to him. What should make him suspect 
there might possibly be some treachery designed, is not 
now to be known. Perhaps some had before this come 
with pretences of. great kindness to him, whom he had 
found to be false : which made him now more cautious 
whom he entertained. 

Ver. 18. Then the spirit came vponAmasai, zvho was 
chief of the captains.] The spirit of power, saith the Tar- 
gum : that is, God powerfully moved him with an heroical 
boldness, and resolution, in the name of them all, to pro- 
fess their fidelity to David, in such pathetical words, as 
convinced him they were friends. Rasi compares with this 
those words in Judg. vi. 34. But none hath discoursed 
so well upon these w r ords as Maimonides, who observes, 
that by the spirit in such places as this, is not to be under- 
stood a power to speak or declare any thing; but only to 
excite those who felt it, to do some excellent thing either 
for particular persons, or the* whole church. With this 
power Moses was endued, when he came to man's estate, 
and was moved to smite the Egyptian, who injured one of 
his brethren. Which power did not leave him, but re- 
mained still with him when he fled into Midian. (See 
Exod. ii. 17.) This power exerted itself in David after he 
was anointed, 1 Sam. xv. 13. xvii. 34. (See More Nevoch. 
par. ii. cap. 45.) 

And he said, Thine are we, David, and on thy side, thou 
son of Jesse.] He seems to have broken out into this speech 
with a sudden violence, being unable to hear with patience 
their fidelity questioned. For the words and he said, are 
not in the Hebrew text ; nor those are we : but only, thine 
David, &c. Which is a broken speech, expressing, great 
passion. 

Peace, peace be unto thee, and peace be to thine helpers*] 



He most alfectionately wishes all happiness to him, and to; 
all that came to his assistance : which implies a desire they 
might not prosper, if they did not now sincerely come to 
his help. 

For thy God helpeth thee.] God they, saw was on his 
side, who, byhis marvellous deliverances of him, had shewn 
he had a special affection to him, and care of him: and 
therefore they believed would bless those that came to his 
help. 

- Then David received them, and made them captains of the 
band.] He preferred them to. considerable commands irt 
his army, when he came to be king : for it is not likely he 
w r ould set them above those, who had served him all the 
time of his exile ; they being but new comers* 

Ver. 19. And there fell some ofManasseh to David, when 
he came with the Philistines against Saul to battle; but they 
helped them not.] It seems they offered their service to 
David, when he was going with the Philistines to help them 
against Saul, in the last battle which he fought. This" 
shews a strange zeal for David, and abhorrence of Saul's 
enmity to him, that they should then join their forces with 
him, when he took part with the Philistines^ But neither 
they, nor the rest of David's men were admitted to fight in 
that battle. 

For the lords of the Philistines, upon advertisement, sent 
him away, saying, He will fall to his master Saul to the 
jeopardy of our heads.] First kill them, and then flee to 
Saul and make his peace with him, at the cost of their 
heads. (See 1 Sam. xxix. 3, &c.) 

Ver. 20. As he went to Ziklag, there fell to him of Ma- 
nasseh, Adnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, and Michael, and 
Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, captains of the thousands* 
that were ofManasseh.] These came to him, in that nick 
of time, when he went from the Philistines, in his return to ' 
Ziklag. Which fell out very opportunely, for they being 
valiant men, assisted him against that band of robbers, the 
Amalekites, who had burnt Ziklag, and carried captive 
their wives and children. He had indeed only six hundred 
men with him in that expedition, but these were of the 
number, who, as it follows, did him great service in reco- 
very of his losses. 

Ver. 21. And they lielped David against the band of the 
rovers; for they were all mighty men of valour.] They were 
not at all disheartened, when they found David in such ex- 
ceeding great distress; but being most valiant captains, 
offered their service to him in the pursuit of his enemies. 

And were captains in the host.] In their own country 
they had been commanders of a company of men; many 
of which, it is likely, they brought over to David with them : 
or, they followed after them, as is intimated in the follow- 
ing wbrds. 

Ver. 22. For at that time ^ day by day> there came to i 
David to help him.] After the battle wherein Saul was 
slain, so many resorted to him every day, that his forces 
grew very considerable. 

Until it was a great host, like the host of God.] A very 
formidable host. Which he compares to the host of heaven 
(the stars or the angels), because they were numerous, and 
many of them illustrious persons. 

Ver, 23. And these are the numbers of the bands that were 
ready armed to the war, and came to David to Hebron.] 
The great resort to him at Ziklag, mentioned in the fore- 
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going verse, made greater. numbers flock to him, when by 
God's direction he went to Hebron : and they brought 
their arms with them, that they might bo ready to fight 
for him. 

• To turn the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the 
word of the Lord.] They remembered what Samuel had 
said, and resolved to anoint him king, (2 Sam. ii. 4.) 

•Ver. 24.. Tlie children ofJudah, that bare shield and spear, 
were six thousand and eight hundred ready armed to the 
war.] In the place beforenamed we read, the men ofJudah 
came and anointed him king: which. signifies the whole 
tribe consented to it. Therefore these six thousand and 
eight hundred men were only the first that came, and 
perhaps appeared in the name of the rest. . . 

Ver. 25. Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour 
for the war, seven thousand and one hundred.'] Though David 
was anointed king only over the tribe of Judah (one of 
Saul's posterity reigning over Israel), yet some of other 
tribes came and owned David for their king; particularly 
a great number of the tribe of Simeon, who were near neigh- 
bours, to Judah. " -.j r 

Ver. 26. Of the children of Levi, four thousand and six 
hundred.] Those came out of several tribes, into which 
they were dispersed ; yet all agreed to shew their affection 
to David. 

Ver. 27. AndJehoiada was the leader of the Aaronites.] 
He was not the high-priest, for Abiathar held that place : 
but he was chief, as Jarchi thinks, of one of the courses of 
the priests; and now the chief commander of those of the ' 
family of Aaron, who came to invite David to take the 
government upon him. He w r as a man of war also, and 
brought these priests armed with him : for it is said, of all 
that came to David to Hebron, (ver. 23.) that they were 
ready armed for the war, in case any should oppose their 
design. (See Selden, de Succession, ad Pontificatum, lib. L 
cap. 3.) 

And with him were three thousand and seven hundred.] 
Besides those of the Levites beforenamed. 

Ver. 28. And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and 
of his father's. house twenty-and-two captains.'] It is likely, 
he is the same person who was made high-priest in Solo- 
mon's time, who was now very young, but had a great deal 
of courage; whom two-and-twenty of his family followed, 
who were commanders of so many companies. , 

Ver. 29. And of the children of Benjamin, the kindred of 
Saul, three thousand.] We read of several of this tribe, 
and of Saul's kindred, that came to David before this, 
(ver. 1, 2. 16.) but now a greater number came over to 
him; which shews his interest to be considerably grown 
among them. 

For hitherto the greatest part of them had kept the ward 
of the house of Saul.] But still a multitude of them (as it 
is in the Hebrew) adhered to the house of Saul, and en- 
deavoured to keep the crown in that family. And, as So- 
lomon Jarchi, and D. Kimchi, and others, understand it, 
the three thousand beforementioned, being of Saul's kin- 
dred, were of that mind, looking upon his grandson as the 
lawful heir of the kingdom, who ought to succeed in it. 
But now they altered their opinion, and came to David. 

Ver. 30. And of the children of Ephraim twenty thou- 
sand and eight hundred, mighty men of valour, famous 
throughout the house of their fathers.] This was so great a 



number, that by their defection from the house of Saul, it 
must needs be extremely weakened; especially since they 
were men of such great account in that tribe. 

Ver. 31. And of the half tribe of Ma?iasseh eighteen 
thousand.] He speaks of those on this side Jordan, for of 
those beyond it on the other side he speaks afterward, 
(ver. 37.) 

Which were expressed by name, to come and make David 
king.] These were appointed to go in the name of the rest 
of their brethren, and assure David of their affection to. 
him ; being picked (as we speak) out of the whole tribe, 
for this purpose. And ^some think the names of these men 
were set down in the public register of the kings ofJudah: 
from which this -author transcribed it. . . , 

Ver. 32. And of the children of Issachar, which were men 
that had understanding of the times.] The Targum, and 
many of the Jews (particularly Maimonides in Bosch Ha- 
shanah), take this to signify their skill, in computing the 
beginning of their years, and months, and intercalations, 
that it might be certainly, known when their feasts w r ere to 
be celebrated. Others think they were great astronomers; 
whence the Hebrew doctors say, that the name of this tribe 
was engraven in the sapphire in the high-priest's breast- , 
plate, and that their banner was of a sky colour, having 
the figures of the sun, moon, and stars, wrought in it,, be- 
cause of their skill in the motions of the heavenly bodies. 
Others take it to signify their skill in the weather, w T hereby 
they, knew the proper season for sowing, planting, reaping, 
and navigation. Many such-like fancies there are, which . 
seem impertinent to .the present business, which required 
men of great abilities in political affairs, who could discern 
what was fit to be done in the various cases of human life, 
and particularly what was good for the commonwealth in 
all turns of affairs. Thus Solomon Jarchi himself: " They 
knew how to advise and give counsel, according to the na- 
ture and circumstances of all cases: which sort of men 
David stood in great need of at this time, to consult the 
best means to confirm him in his kingdom." 

- To know what Israel ought, to do.] These words shew 
they w r ere men skilful in secular affairs: and now, I sup- 
pose, told the Israelites it was the proper time to think of 
David, and make him their king; after the Philistines had 
gained so great a victory over Saul, and destroyed his 
family. For none was so likely to quell the Philistines as 
he, who had so often beaten them. 

Tlie heads of them were two hundred; and all their bre- 
thren were at their commandment.] These two hundred were 
eminent persons among them; and were of such known 
wisdom and judgment, that they had all the rest of their 
tribe at their beck. 

Ver. 33. OfZebnlun, such as went forth to battle, expert 
in war, with all instruments of war, fifty thousand.] This 
is the greatest number of any tribe that went over to 
David ; that is, gave him assurance of their readiness to 
assist him to make him king of Israel. For it is not likely, 
that so many as are here mentioned went to Hebron, as 
soon as David came thither. 

Which could keep rank.] Men well disciplined ; or, as 
some understand it, men that would stand their ground, 
and not flinch when they w r ere assaulted by their enemies. 

Tlieywere not of double heart.] But all sincerely affected 
to David, though there were so many of them. Thus some 
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understand it; but others think, it rather relates to the 
foregoing words, that they had not a counterfeit courage, 
but would stand to it (as we speak) with a firm resolution, 
to die rather than stagger in their undertaking. For this is 
affirmed of them all, that they came tvith a perfect heart 
tinto David, (ver. 38.) and therefore needs not to be said 
of these in particular, there being no reason to suspect 
their loyalty. , • 

Ver. 34. AndofNaphtali a thousand captains, and tvith 
them, tvith shield and spear, thirty and seven thousand. 

Ver. 35. And of theDanites, expert in war, twenty and 
eight thousand and six hundred. 

Ver. 36. And ofAsher, such as went forth to battle, ex- 
pert in war, forty thousand. 

Ver. 37. And on the other side of Jordan, of the Reuben- 
ites, and of the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Manasseh, 
with all manner of instruments of war for the battle, a hun- 
dred and twenty thousand.'] Here were so many thousands 
of valiant men, expert in war, reckoned up in the several 
tribes of Israel ; that Saul could not well have been over- 
thrown in battle by the Philistines, if God had not forsaken 
him, and the hearts of bis people had not been alienated 
from him. 

Ver. 38. All these men of war, that could keep rank, came 
with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king over all 
Israel: and all the rest of Israel were of one heart to make 
David king.] After the death of Ish-boshetb (see 2 Sam. v.) 
all Israel, " communi consilio," with one consent, (as Mai- 
monides explains this phrase, with one heart, More Nevo- 
chim, par. i. cap. 39.) came and joined with their brethren, 
who were gone over to him. And they were such a num- 
ber, men of such undaunted spirits and expert in war, who 
crowded in to him, that the like is not to be found in any 
history. For, as Herodotus saitb,,in his Polyhymnia, in 
the army of Xerxes there were troXAoi jxlv avQpiirnoi, oXtyoi 
$1 av$ptg, a world of people, but few men ,• that is, men 
of courage and conduct ; with which David's army so 
abounded, that every one of this vast number seems to 
have been fit to command in an army. 

Ver. 39. And there they were with David three days, 
eating and drinking.] The famous historian Dion (as Vic- 
torinus Strigeliushere observes) saith, he never saw a more 
splendid and pompous show than that was, when the em- 
peror Severus entered Rome. But here was a far more 
noble feast, which lasted three days, for three hundred 
forty-eight thousand and eight hundred brave men. 

For their brethren had prepared for them.] They who 
were before actually gone over to David, and others about 
Hebron, hearing of such a great concourse of people, had 
made a preparation for their entertainment. 

Ver. 40. Moreover, they that were nigh them, even unto 
Issachar, and Zebulun, andNaphtali.] All the neighbouring 
countries brought in provisions for those who dwelt more 
remote : their common concernments begetting great love 
and kindness (as there ought always to be, especially on 
such occasions) for all their brethren, though never so dis- 
tant from them. 

Brought bread on asses, and on camels, and on mules, and 
on oxen.] Whom they employed, in that country, in carry- 
ing burdens; for horses were very scarce among them. So 
Bochart observes, that they did not only ride upon mules, 
but some of them were a%0o(p6poi, employed in carrying 

VOL. II. 



burdens, as these were. Others were Ztvytrai, yoked to 
draw chariots, (lib. ii. Hieroz. par. i. cap. 19.) The same, 
he observes of oxen, that though they seem made rather 
for the plough, yet they made them serve for the other pur- 
pose also, of bearing burdens. 

And meat, meal, cakes of Jigs, and bunches of raisins, and 
wine, and oil, and oxen, and sheep abundantly.] All sort of 
provisions for a great feast. 

For there was joy in Israel.] Their hearts were enlarged 
with joy to see an end of their division; by their union under 
such, a king; as they might reasonably hope would pro- 
cure great happiness to them. 



CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. 1. JjLND David consulted with the captains of thou- 
sands and hundreds, and with every leader.] With all the 
principal persons in authority, who had any command over 
others. For it is a dangerous thing for a prince, especially 
in the beginning of his reign; to rely wholly upon himself 
alone, and not advise with others. 

Ver. 2. And David said unto all the congregation of Is- 
rael.] Who were represented by those great men, whom he 
had called together for their advice. 

If it seem good unto you, and that it be of the Lord oar 
God.] Whom, I suppose, he intended to consult, as well 
as them. 

Let us send abroad unto our brethren every where, that 
are left in the land of Israel.] Who were not there present. 

And with them also the priests and Levites which are in 
the cities and suburbs, that they may gather themselves unto 
its.] Whose assistance was very necessary, in the sacred 
work which he intended. 

Ver. 3. And let us bring again the ark of our God to tts.] 
In the book of Samuel this is said to liave been done after 
that which here follows, in the next chapter, concerning 
Hiram and David's wars with the Philistines; and so it 
was. Only David (as became a good king, whose first 
care is about religion) took advice with the elders of the 
people, as soon as he came to the crown, concerning the 
bringing up the ark of God. Which was put in execution 
afterward, when they had gone to their several countries, 
and spoken with the people about it; and a time was ap- 
pointed for their meeting to do it. In the mean time 
Hiram sent his ambassadors to him, and the Philistines 
came twice to disturb him, and were beaten by him; and 
then all the people met in a vast number (it is probable at 
some solemn festival) to bring the ark to its place. 

For ive inquired not at it in the days of Saul] They were 
not solicitous in his days to find a fit place for the resi- 
dence of the ark of God, where they might conveniently 
attend upon his worship and service. For they were hin- 
dered by perpetual wars^ and contented themselves with 
going to Gibeon, where the tabernacle was ; though with- 
out the presence of God in it. But it is probable, that 
Saul, after, David fled from him, and he was haunted by 
that evil spirit, that oft came upon him, grew so profane 
that he was not concerned about religion. So tho words 
are in the Hebrew, We inquired not of it, or about it. 

Ver. 4. And all the congregation said that they would 
do so: for the thing ivas right in the, eyes of all the people.] 
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They were convinced of their negligence, and piously dis- 
posed to comply with tho king's desire. 

Ver. 5. So David gathered all Israel together.'] Some 
chosen persons out of all the tribes, with their attendants 
(who represented all the rest): which were thirty thousand, 
(2 Sam. vi. 1.) 

From Shihor of Egypt even to the entering ofHemath.] 
Thfc former of these, Shihor, was the southern bounds, as 
Hemath was the northern of the land of Canaan. And by 
Sihor (called in other places the riverof Egypt) the Tar- 
gum, and most of tho Jews, even Abarbincl himself, un- 
derstand the river Nile. But there is great reason to take 
it for a little branch of that river, as I have shewn upon 
Gen. xv. 18. and see upon Numb, xxxiv. 5. Josh. xiii. 3. 

To bring the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim.] Where it 
had been a long time, ever since it returned out of the land 
of the Philistines. (See 1 Sam. vi. nit. vii. 1.) 
• Ver. (J. And David went up, and all Israel, to Baalah, 
that is, to Kirjath-jearim^ which belonged toJudah, to bring 
up thence the ark of the Lord, that dwelleth between theche- 
rnbims, tohose name is called on it.} See 2 Sam. vi. 1; 

Ver. 7. And they carried the ark of God- in a new cart 
out of the house ofAbinadab: and Uzzaand Ahio drave the 
cart.] They had so long been without it, that they had for- 
got how it ought to be carried. (See 2 Sam. vi. 3.) 

Ver* 8. And David and all Israel play ed before God ivith 
all their might, and with singing', and ivith harps, and ibith 
psalteries, and with timbrels, and ivith cymbals, and with 
trumpets.'] See there, ver<§.- * v . " 

. Ver. 9. And when they came to the thrashing-floor of Chi- 
dons Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oXen 
stumbled. 

Ver. 10. And the anger of the Lord ivas kindled against 
Uzza, and he smote him, because he put forth his hand to the 
ark: and there he died before God. 

Ver. 11. And David was displeased, because the Lord had 
made a breach upon Uzza : wherefore that place is called 
Ferez-uzza to this day.] All this hath been explained in 
the forenamed place, ver. G — 8. 

Ver. 12. And David was afraid of God that day, saying, 
How shall I bring the ark of God home to me?.] See there, 
ver.9. It is an old observation, that "poena ad unum,metus 
ad plures pervenit;" punishment falls upon one, the fear of 
it falls upon all: which justifies the severity of God, as not 
contrary to his mercy, in such cases. 

Ver. 13. So David brought not the ark home to himself to 
the city of David, but carried it aside inlo the house of Obed- 
Edom the Gittite.] See there also> ver. 10. 

Ver. 14. And the ark of God remained with the family of 
Obed-Edoni in his house three montlts. And the Lord blessed 
the house of Obed-Edom, and all that he had.] Sec there, 
ver. 11. The Targum here pretends to give us an account 
how God blessed this family, by increasing it prodigiously 
with a numerous issue; of which the Jews were so desirous, 
that they could think of no greater blessing. For his wife 
and eight daughters (says that paraphrast), the wives of 
his sons, brought each of them at one birth eight sons: so 
that fathers and sons made up fourscore and one. But 
though history acquaints us with wondrous births of many 
children at a time, yet there is no ground to believe this of 
Ao many in one family. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Ver. 1. IS OW Iliram Jcing of Tyre sent messengers to 
David, and timber of cedars, with masons and carpenters, 
to bidld him a house. 

Ver. 2. And David perceived that the Lord had confirmed 
him king over Israel ; for his kingdom was lifted up on high, 
because of his people Israel.] See both these verses ex- 
plained in 2 Sam. v. 11, 12. where the same thing is related, 
almost in the same words, 

Ver. 3. And David took more wives at Jerusalem ; and 
David begat more spnf and daughters.] After ho came from 
Hebron, and had possessed himself of Jerusalem, he took 
more wives and concubines also, as wc read 2 Sam. v. 13. 
But they are all hero called wives, for so they were : though 
not principal wives (asPellicanus notes); that is, not such 
as governed the family, for that the concubines did not. 

Ver. 4. Now these are the names of his children ivhich 
he had in Jerusalem: Shainmua, and Shobdb, Nathan, and 
Solomon. 

Ver. 5. And Ibhar, and'ElisJma, and Elpalet. 

Ver. G. And Nogah, andNeph.eg, and Japhia. 

Ver. 7. And Elishama, and Beeliada, and Eliphalet.] In 
2 Sara. v* 14-*1G. there arc but eleven mentioned, whereas 
here arc thirteen ; of which I gave some account in that 
place. To which I shall here add, that some of them died 
in their childhood, which arc reckoned here, but not in the 
other place. For here are two Eliphalets, the first of which 
dying yOiing, the last was so called to preserve his memory. 
So Kimohi writes very judiciously ; perhaps neither the 
first Eliphalet, nor Nogah, are mentioned in the book of 
Samuel, because they were not then living, but they are re- 
corded here : because the author of this book proposed to 
himself to give an account of all David's sons born at Je- 
rusalem, as he saith vef . 4; As for the difference between 
Elpalet ver. 5. and filiphalfet in this verse, Simeon de Muis 
hath well observed* it ought Hot to make any one think 
there is an error either here or in any other place : for that 
king of Frailcb who is cotnmoiily Called Clodovseus, is 
called, by CassiodOre Luduinus, Lildovicus, and, in Hinc- 
mar, HludoVicus: such differences there are in the pro- 
nunciation of the same nalne, the examples of which are 
infinite, as he speaks in his Varia Sacra. 

Ver. 8. And when the Philistines heard that David ivas 
anointed king over Israel, all the Philistines tvent up to seek 
David: and David heard of it, and went out against them.] 
See 2 Sam. v. 17. - 

Ver. D. And the Philistines came and spread thems&ves 
in the valley of Rephaim.] This phrase spread themselves, 
geems to import that they were very numerous, and assured 
themselves of victory. (Sec there, ver. 18.) 

Ver. 10. And DaVid inquired of God, saying, Shall J go 
tip dgainst the Philistines? and wilt thou deliver them into 
tiiihehandl And the Lord said unto him, Go up; for I tvill 
delitkr them into thine hand. 

Ver. 11. So they came tip to Baal-perazim, and David 
smote them there. Tlien said David, God hath broken in 
upon mine enemies by mine hand, like the breaking forth of 
waters: therefore they called the name of that place Baal- 
perdzim.] See these vferses explained in 2 Sam. v. 19, 20. 

Ver. 12. And when they had left their gods there, David 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. XV.] 



THE FIRST BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES. 



567 



gave a commandment, and they were burnt 'with fire.] No 
wonder they could not preserve such gods as could not pre- 
serve them. Which David would not honour, as they had 
done the ark when they took it, but burnt them. (See there, 
ver. 21.) 

Ver. 13. And the Philistines yet again spread themselves 
abroad in the valley. 

Ver. 14. Therefore David inquired again of God; and 
God said unto him, Go not up after them; turn away from 
them, and come upon them over against tlve mulberry -trees. 

Ver, 15. And it shall be, when thou shalt hear a sound of 
going in the tops of the mulberry-trees, that then thou shalt 
go out to battle : for God is gone forth before thee, to smite 
the host of the Philistines. 

Ver. 16. David therefore did as the Lord commanded 
him: and they smote the host of the Philistines from Gibeon 
even, to Gazer.] See there, 2 Sam. v. 22 — 25. * 

Ver. 17. And the fame of David went out into all lands; 
and the Lord brought the fear of him upon all nations.] 
Upon all those upon whom the fame of him came : that is, 
all the neighbouring countries, 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver, 1. XjlND David made him houses in the city ofDa- 
vidC\ He had need of many houses, because he had many 
wives and children, as we read before : who could not all 
well live in one house, unless we suppose it to be very 
large, and to contain many apartments, which may be 
called houses. 

And prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched for 
it a tent.] As we read in 2 Sam. vi. 17. For he did not 
think fit to bring the tabernacle from Gibeon, because he 
intended shortly to build a house for the ark. Or, as Con- 
radus Pellicanus thinks, the tabernacle of Moses, having 
been long neglected, was grown ruinous: and bethought 
it better to prepare a new tabernacle than repair the old. 

Ver. 2. TJien David said, None ought to carry the ark of 
God but the Levitts :for them hath the Lord chosen to carry 
the ark of God, and to minister unto him for ever.] The 
former miscarriage, when they brought up the ark from 
Kirjath-jearim, had taught him to use it with greater rever- 
ence, according to the prescription. of the law; which or- 
dered the Levites to carry it upon their shoulders. (See 
Numb. vi. 15, vii. 9.) 

Ver. 3. And David gathered all Israel together to Jeru- 
- salem, to bring up the ark of the Lord unto his place which 
he had prepared for it.] See 2 Sam. vi. 15. 

Ver. 4. And David assembled the children of Aaron, and 
the Levites^] Whom he ordered should be sent for before, 
when he first attempted to bring up the ark, but we do not 
read that they came, (chap. xiii. 2. 5.) therefore now he 
actually got them together. - 

Ver. 5. Of the sons ofKohath; Uriel the chief, and his 
brethren a hundred and twenty.] The sons of Kohath are 
mentioned in Exod; vi. 17, 18. and Uriel is none of them : 
therefore he was bis grandson, who proved so famous, that 
his descendants are reckoned in the first place. 

Ver. G. Of the sons ofMerari; Asaiah the chief , and his 
brethren two hundred and twenty. 

Ver, 7., Of the sons of Gershom; Joel the chief, and his 
brethren a hundred and thirty, 



Ver. 8. Of the sons ofEUzaphan; Shemaiah the chief, and 
his brethren two hundred.] He was the son of Uzziel, the 
youngest son ofKohath. (See Exod. vi. 18.23. Numb. iv. 3.) 

Ver. 9. Of the sons of Hebron ; EUel the chief, and his 
brethren fourscore. 

Ver. 10. Of the sons of Uzziel; Amminadah the chief, and 
his brethren a hundred and twelve.] These two last named 
were the sons ofKohath! • «■ 

Ver. 11. And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the 
priests.] I have observed here before, that Zadok was in 
the greatest favour with David: and therefore is mentioned 
first, though Abiathar was the high-priest, and Zadok only 
the second priest. (See upon 2 Sara. xv. 27. 29.) 
, And for the Levites, for Uriel, Asaiah, and Joel, Shemaiah, 
and EUel, and Ammtnadab.'] The six persons mentioned in 
the foregoing verses. 

Ver. 12. And said unto them, Ye are the chief of the fa- 
thers of the Levites: sanctify yourselves, both ye and your 
brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the Lord God of 
Israel unto the place that 1 have prepared for it.] This sanc- 
tification was by washing their bodies and garments, ab- 
staining from their wives, and other purifications.. (See 
Exod.xix.10. 15.) 

Ver. 13.. For because ye did it not at the first, the Lord 
our God made a breach upon us."] It seems the priests and 
Levites were not well acquainted with the law j or, the ark 
having been very long in one place, they had forgot how it 
ought to be removed : and did not sanctify themselves, and 
seriously consider their duty. At least, they that were then 
present (for the chief were not then assembled, as I said 
ver. 4.) were ignorant, or careless. 

For that we sought him not after the due order.] This 
good king doth not wholly excuse bimself, and lay all the 
blame on them: but puts himself into the number of those 
who were negligent in this matter. For it was his duty as 
well as theirs to look into the law, and pray to God for his 
direction. There were four faults committed : First, input- 
ting the ark into the cart, which should have been carried 
by the Levites on their shoulders. Secondly, the Levites 
were not permitted to touch the ark, as Uzza did. Thirdly, 
he was no Levite, and therefore more grievously offended. 
(Numb. xvi. 28.) Lastly, he wanted faith, that God would 
take care of the ark. This last David could not help : but 
the three first he might have prevented. 

Ver. 14. So the priests and the Levites sanctified them- 
selves to bring up the ark of the Lord God of Israel.] From 
this place, and some others, (as Josh. iii. 3.) Buxtorf truly 
infers, I think, that all the tribe of Levi had a right 'to carry 
the ark, the priests as well as the others. But while they 
were in the wilderness, they that were bare Levites com- 
monly did it, because the priests were few, and had other 
employment. But the priests, being Levites, might do it 
when they pleased, or were appointed to it. (See Histor. 
Arcae, cap. 8. sect. 2.) 

Ver. 15. And the children of the Levites bare the ark of 
God upon their shoidders, with the staves thereon, as Mqses 
commanded, according to the word of the Lord.] The chil- 
dren of Kohath had this peculiar privilege: who are the 
Levites here mentioned, (Numb. iv. 4.) 

Ver. 16. And David spake to the chief of the Levites.] To 
those sixpersons beforementioned, ver. 5, G, &c. . 

To appoint their brethren to be the singers with instruments 
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of music, psalteries, and harps, and cymbals.] They that 
were chief among them knew who could sing well, and 
play upon such instruments as arc hero mentioned: the 
best of which were to be ordered to perform this ser- 
vice. 

Sounding, by lifting up the voice tvith joy*] Singing so 
loud that all might hear, and have their hearts lifted up 
with joy in God. (See2Chron. xx. 19.) Here it maybe 
observed, that though David did not build the temple, yet 
he ordered how the service of God should be performed 
there, in a more solemn manner than it had been hitherto, 
with singing and musical instruments. Which began now 
when the ark was brought to the place prepared for it; and 
was ordered afterward to be constantly performed every 
day, (chap. xvi. 4. 42.) And indeed there was scarce any 
solemn service performed to their gods, either by Greeks 
or barbarians, without both vocal and instrumental music, 
as the illustrious Ezekiel Spanhcmius hath observed out of 
Strabo, lib. x. p. 4G7. See him upon Callimachus's hymn 
to Diana, ver. 245. where he notes out of Plutarch, that 
their musical instruments were three (as they were here); 
and that music was thought to be a thing so heavenly, 
that their gods were accounted the inventors of the prin- 
cipal instruments of it. (See upon ver. 295.) Certain 
it is that the Greeks were not the inventors of them, 
but they had them out of the east, as he shews upon 
ver. 249. AVhich appears by the names of some of them, 
which are plainly extant in the Bible, as Bochartus hath 
observed. 

Ver. 17. So theLevites appointed Heinan the son of Joel; 
and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the 
sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah.] 
These three were the principal, who were appointed to 
govern the rest. 

Ver. 18. And with them their brethren of the second de- 
gree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel.] The LXX. take Ben 
for an appellative, and join it with the next, as if he had 
said, Zechariah the son of Jaaziel. But the Jews take it 
for a proper name of one of the singers (as we do), and 
David Kimchi thinks this is the person to whom David 
directed the ninth psalm, to be sung by him, upon the oc- 
casion of the death of Saul; for it is said to be Laben, 
which he understands to be to Ben the singer. 

And Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Uni, Eliab, and Be- 
naiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and 
Mikneiah, and Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the porters.] This 
was the office of these of the second degree; who were 
also, when their attendance was over, instructed in music, 
and assisted in it when they were not in the other employ- 
ment. 

Ver. 19. So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were 
appointed to sound with cymbals of brass. 

Ver. 20. And Zechariah, and Azicl, andSJiemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Unni, and Eliab t and Maaseiah, and Benaiah.] 
Here is no mention made of Ben; which some imagine is, 
because, before they came to execute their office, he fell 
sick, or died : and Azaziah, who was not mentioned be- 
fore, came in his room : but was not so eminent as he, and 
therefore put in the last place. 

With psalteries on Alamoth.] Or, with Alamoth. Which 
being joined with psalteries, is thought by some to be a 
musical instrument. But Strigelius, from the derivation 



of the word, thinks that Alanu th signifies that these men 
sung the bass, as those in the next verse did the treble. 

Ver. 21. And Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, 
and Obed-Edoin, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on the 
Shenwiith.] Some take Sheminitfi to signify a harp with 
eight strings. 

To excel.] The Hebrew word lenatzeach, coming from 
natzach, to overcome, is thought by Strigelius to signify a 
voice higher than all the rest. 

Ver. 22. And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites.] A principal 
person among them, but not before mentioned: so that it 
doth not appear of what family he was. 

Was for song.] Or, as it is translated in the margin, was 
for carriage; that is, for managing of the voice. He taught 
them how to sing, as the following words tell us, he in- 
structed about the song, because he was skilful. Being a 
great artist in singing, he was the precentor : for, ver. 27. 
he is called master of the song. Which Lud. Capellus 
thinks signifies as much, as that he guided them to keep 
time, by the elevation of his hand, or of a wand. So 
the LXX. apx^v ru)v ySwv, who is properly called the 
precentor among us: who among the ancient Salii was 
called vates: he being the prime singer while they were 
dancing; as Gutberlctius observes in his book De Saliis, 
cap. 11. 

Ver. 23. .And Berechiah and Elkanah were dooi'-keepers 
for the ark.] Their office at present was to guard the ark 
as it passed along, that none might touch it. 

Ver. 24. And Shebaniah, and Jehoshaphat, and Netha- 
neel,andAmasai, and Zechariah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer, 
the priests, did blow with the trumpets before the ark of God.] 
For this was the office of the priests, as we read in Numb. x. 
the beginning. 

And Obed-Edom and Jehiah were door-keepers for the 
ark.] When it was settled at Jerusalem, they kept the door 
of the tent prepared for it; that none might approach it 
but the high-priest at proper seasons. , 

Ver. 25. So David, and the elders of Israel, and the cap- 
tainsover thousands, ivent to bring up the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord out of the house of Obed-Edom with joy.] With 
music and d.incing.- (See 2 Sam. vi. 5. 12. 15.) 

Ver. 26. And it came to pass, when God helped the Le- 
vites that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, that they 
offered seven bullocks and seven rams.] Some understand 
this of the strength that God gave them to carry the ark 
without fainting, though they went up a steep hill, to settle 
it in the place where it was to rest. But it is not likely 
God imposed such great burdens on them in his service, 
that it was hard to bear them, without an extraordinary 
assistance. I think the meaning rather is, that he preserved 
them from committing any*crror, so that they carried it 
without offence. Or, as Junius takes it, God gave them 
ease, and others were ordered to take their place, when 
they had gone some part of the way. For, though it was 
not a heavy burden, yet they could not but proceed with 
fear and trembling, lest they should incur God's displeasure, 
as Uzzah did. Then they, that is, theLevites, offered upon 
their own account the sacrifices here mentioned; besides 
thdse which the king offered, as we read 2 Sam. vi. 13. And 
seven bullocks, and as many rains, being offered, some 
think, that every time the ark rested, for the Levites to rest 
themselves, a bullock was offered with a ram : which was 
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seven times between the house of Obed-Edom and the city 
of David, 

Ver. 27. And David tvas clothed with a robe of fine 
linen.'] Pure white garments were proper (as Grotius here 
notes) in Divine ministrations. And Kimchi thinks, that 
the Levites, who bare the ark, and the singers, being thus 
clothed upon this solemn occasion, David being musical, 
and bearing his part among them, chose to appear in the 
very same habit. Just, saith he, as, among Christians, 
their kings and princes, when they go in procession with 
the clergy, are clothed like them. And by this, perhaps, 
may be understood what Michal meant when she found 
fault with David for uncovering himself: which does not 
signify that he appeared naked, but put off his royal robes, 
and put on those that did not belong to him. But it must 
be confessed, that fine linen was the apparel of kings and 
great men. 

And all the Levites that bare the ark, and Chenaniah the 
master of the song, with the singers.] These were all clothed 
in fine linen. 

David also had upon him an ephod of linen.] Which was 
an honorary, vestment allowed to those who were not Le- 
vites, as I have shewn upon 1 Sam. ii. 18. (See my notes 
there, and upon 2 Sam. vi. 14.) 

Ver. 28. Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord with shouting, and with sound of the cor- 
net, and with trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise 
with psalteries and harps.] See upon 2 Sam. vL 15.. 

Ver. 29. Arid it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant 
of the Lord came to the city of David, that Michal, the 
daughter of Saul, looking out at a window, saw king David 
dancing and playing ; and she despised him in her heart.] 
And expressed as much, when he came to his house, in 
words of great contempt. (See 2 Sam. vi. 1G. 20.) She 
was a proud woman, and it is likely had no great sense of 
religion, which urthe reign of Saul (as we read before, xiii. 
3.) was much neglected. 



CHAP, XVI. 

Ver. 1. *JO they brought the ark of God, and set it in the 
midst of the tent that David had pitched for it: and they 
offered burnt-sacrifices and peace-offerings before God. 

Ver. 2. And when David had made an end of offering the 
burnt-offerings and the' peace-offerings, he blessed the people 
in the name of the Lord.] The Targum translates it, in the 
name of the Word of the Lord. Which shews that inter- 
preter took the Word to be Jehovah. 

Ver. 3.. And he dealt to. every one of Israel, both man 
and woman, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece 
of flesh, and a flagon of wine.] These three verses have been 
explained upon 2 Sam. vi. 17 — 19. (See there.) 

Ver. 4. And he appointed certain of the Levites.] In their 
courses. 

To minister before the ark of the Lord, and to record, and 
to thank and praise the Lord God of Israeli] To declare 
unto the people, the wonderful works God had done for 
Israel (for that is to record), and to give him thanks, and 
to extol his almighty goodness, and all his glorious perfec- 
tions. As none could sacrifice but the priests of the seed 
of Aaron; so none could minister in the temple but the 



Levites: which was unalterably established by the law of 
God. But it was in the power of their king to assign the 
priests or Levites several functions in the service of God, 
as Grotius observes from this place. They were appointed 
to be singers, with instruments of music, by the prophets, 
as we are told in 2 Chron. xxix. 25. and David, as a pro- 
phet, not as a king, appointed this Divine service, xxiii.2. 
But the application of persons to their several places is 
every where ascribed to king David, and afterward to 
Solomon ; and Jehoshaptiat, who was no prophet, ordered 
the priests and Levites to go and teach the people. So 
David here appointed who should sing, who should be 
porters, and discharge other duties. (See De Imper. Sum. 
Potest, circa Sacra, cap. 10, p. 270. edit. Paris.)] 

Ver. 5. Asaph the chief] Some of whose Divine com- 
posures we have in the book of Psalms. 

And next to him Zechariah, Jeiel, and Shemiramoth, and 
Jehiel, and Mattithiah, and Eliab, and Benaiah, and Obed- 
Edom : and Jeiel with psalteries and with harps:: but* 
Asaph made a sound with cymbals.] By whom all the rest 
were directed to take their several parts in this service. 

Ver. 6. Benaiah also and Jahaziel the priests with 
trumpets continually before the ark of the covenant of God.] 
At the morning and evening service these priests attended 
with trumpets, as the Levites did with other musical in- 
struments. 

Ver. 7. Tlien on that day David delivered first this 
psalm.] Or, as it may be plainly translated out of the He- 
brew, Tliis David appointed (or ordained) in the first place 
at that time ; viz. that God should be praised by Asaph 
and his colleagues in the manner following. Which solemn 
Service began on the day when he brought up the ark, and 
ever after was continued. 

To thank the Lord, into the hand of Asaph and his 
brethren.] To give him thanks (as Conradus Pellicanus 
well glosses) for all his benefits he had bestowed on his 
people Israel, and which he intended to bestow upon all 
the people of this world by his son Christ. 

Ver .8. Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, 
make known his deeds among thepeoplei] Out of Psal. xcvi. 
and cv. which, I suppose, David had made before this time, 
he now composed one hymn to be daily used in the Divine 
service : wherein the Divine perfections are admirably set 
forth, that the people might be excited to his fear, love, 
and obedience. I have sufficiently explained the sense of 
every verse in my paraphrase upon the Psalms: but shall 
here touch upon them again, out of that good and truly 
great man now mentioned, who thus glosses upon this verse : 
0. ye ministers and worshippers of the' Most Highy cele- 
brate with heart and voice all the benefits you have re- . 
ceived from him the fountain of all good; and if you suf- 
fer any evil, or want any thing, pray to him for relief; and 
being taught by happy experience how good he is, proclaim 
it to all the world, and teach them, that all things depend 
upon his pleasure and order. 

Ver. 9. Sing tmto him, sing psalms unto him, talk you of 
all his wondrous works.] Praise him with heart and voice ; 
declare his wonderful works, wherein he hath testified his 
omnipotence, and his wisdom to be faithful. 

Ver. 10. Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them 
rejoice that seek the Lord.] Look upon this as your highest 
happiness, and make your boast of it, that he is your God : 
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and let their heart rcjoico -who seek his favour as their 
chiefest good. 

Ver. 11. Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his face con- 
timially.] Being sensible of your own weakness, depend 
upon his power for help : and seek his clemency and mercy 
with humble prayer on all occasions. The ark is called 
God's strength in other places, 2 Chron. vi. 41. Psal.lxxviiL 
01. and therefore here they are exhorted to fall down be- 
fore it and implore his mercy. 

Ver. 12. Remember his marvellous ivorks that he Jtath 
done.'] For the preservation of his people, and the punish- 
ment of their enemies. ] , 

His wonders, and the judgments of his mouth] He would 
have them reflect upon the plagues of Egypt, which came 
upon them in a wonderful manner, at the command of 
Moses. Or, perhaps, he means by judgments the laws he 
gave them at Mount Sinai, (Exod. xxi. 1.) 

Ver. 13. O ye seed of Israel his servant, ye children of 
Jacob, his chosen ones.] This is your duty, as you are the 
offspring of a most faithful servant of his : O ye posterity 
of Jacob, whom God hath chosen for his people ; not for. 
youT merits, but out of his free love to one that loved him. 

Ver. 14. He is the Lord our God; his judgments arein all 
the earth.] The great Lord of all things, the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob, is our God: w r ho rules the ^vyhole 
world by his providence. 

Ver. 15. Be ye mindful always of his covenant, the m wqrd 
that he commanded to a thousand generations.] Never for- 
get his most gracious covenant, wherein he promises to be 
ever propitious to you, if you keep his law. 

Ver. 1G. Even of the covenant which he made with Abra- 
ham, and of his oath unto Isaac] This covenant he made 
with your fathers, and confirmed it with an oath, that it 
should never fail. 

Ver. 17. And hath confirmed the same to Jacob for a law, 
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant.] And what he. 
first promised to Abraham, and confirmed to Isaac by a 
solemn oath, he established to Jacob by an inviolable law, 
to endure for ever. (See Gen. xvii.l, 2. xxii. 1G, &c. xxvi. 
3. xxviii. 13.) 

Ver. 18. Saying, Unto thee ivill I give the land of Ca- 
naan, the lot of your inheritance.] He gave him an un- 
doubted title to that good land; and afterward put his pos- 
terity into actual possession of it 

Ver. 19. Wlien ye were but few, evenafew,and strangers 
in it.] Remember your former condition, when you were 
the smallest of all nations, poor and little esteemed; were, 
strangers in the land, w T hich now you enjoy. 

Ver. 20. And when they went from nation to nation, and 
from one kingdom to another people.] When, you wandered 
up and down, from one country to another: having no set- 
tled dwelling-place. 

Ver. 21. lie suffered no man to do them wrong.] Though 
they were in danger to be oppressed by those who had not 
the fear of God before their eyes, yet they were safe every 
where under the Divine protection. 

Yea, he reproved kings for their sakes.] When great 
princes did but attempt to offer any violence to them, he 
presently made them feel his hand against them. 

In Seder Olara llabba they say, that thus far they sung in 
the morning. 

Ver. 22. Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my 



prophets ho harm.] So that they durst notso much as touch 
them, but used them as if they had been kings and lords of 
the land. " So precious were you in his eyes, as if to do 
them the least harm had been the crime of treason against 
the Divine Majesty/' 

Grotius thinks they are called God's anointed, becauso 
they had in their family jus reginm j and therefore Nico- 
laus JDamascenus and Justin call, them kings. Kimchi 
more plainly translates the word anointed,, my great men, or 
princes: for Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, were honoured 
by kings, .Abimelech and Pharaoh, as if they had been 
anointed kings. Whence the cjiilcjren of Heth say to 
Abraham, Thou a,rt a prince of God, that is, a great prince, 
in the midst of us, (Gen. xxiii.G.) ;St. Jerome thinks, that 
all the Israelites when they came out of Egypt were called 
God's anointed, because, they were under his special pro- 
tection, by the cloud that covered them; as Cyrus. w r as 
callqd his anointed, because he was ^chosen by him to a 
special office, to be the deliverer of his people, and restore 
them to their own land. 

Ver. 23. Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; shew forth 
from day to day his salvation.] Let not only the Israelites 
praise him, but all the people of the earth acknowledge 
their great Creator ; proclaim his promised salvation by 
Christ, without intermission. . . 

Here began, the song between the two evenings (if we 
may believe the Jews in Seder Olam Rabba) unto those 
words, (yer.. 3G.) Let all the people say, AmenSs^ y 

Ver. 24. Declare his glory' among the heathen; hismar- 
veUoxts works among all nations.] Let them spread his fame 
among all nations, and celebrate every where his astonish- 
ing /works. v>i 

Ver. 25. For. great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised: 
he also. is to be feared above all gods.] He is the great 
Creator of all things, and the Donor of all good, who there- 
fpre cannot be sufficiently magnified and praised : and pone 
ought to share with him in his w r orship and service. 

Ver. 2G. For all the gods of the people are idols: but the 
Lord made the heavens.] For all the gods which the hea- 
then worship are empty names, who can do nothing: it is 
the Lord God of Israel who made the sun, moon, and 
stars (w T hich the gentiles worship), and therefore only is to 
be adored. 

Ver. 27. Glory and honour are in his presence; strength 
and gladness are in his place.] ,To him only we ought to 
ascribe glory, honour, and power: in him alone we ought 
to confide, to him we ought to cleave, and in his clemency 
and favour perpetually rejoice. i \ 

Ver. 28. Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the people, 
give tinto the. Lord glory and strength.] Let not his worship 
be confined to the people of Israel, but let all sorts of 
people, from one end of the world to the other, acknow- 
ledge him to be the great God, who governs the whole 
> world. 

Ver. 29. Give mito the Lord the glory due unto his name: 
bring an offering, and come before him; worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness.] Acknowledge all his glorious attri- 
butes, wherein he excels all beings : offer unto him the sa- 
crifice of praise and thanksgiving ; prostrate yourselves 
before him in the humblest manner, and adore his most holy 
and gracious majesty. 

Ver. 30. Fear before him, all the earth.] Let all the in- 
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habitants of the earth tremble before him, and humble 
themselves unto him. 

Tlie world also shall be stable, that it be not moved.] For 
if they humbly submit themselves to his gospel, and im- 
plore his grace, he will amend the world, and confirm them 
in all that is good ; and not suffer so many nations to wan- 
der in such labyrinths of error. 

Ver. 31. Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth re- 
joice; and let men say among the nations, The Lord reign- 
eth.] Let all the inhabitants in heaven and earth be glad 
and rejoice : for the Lord will not only be known in Judea, 
but most gloriously reign in all nations. 

Ver. 32. Let th£ sea roar, and the fulness thereof.] By 
the fulness of it, is meant its swelling to the very top of the 
banks, as Bochartus observes. 

Let the fields rejoice, and all that is therein. 

Ver. 33. Then shall the trees of the wood sing out at the 
presence of the Lord, because he cometh to judge the earth.] 
These two verses he thus paraphrases, " Let the vast sea, 
and all that live in the waters triumph ; let the dry land, 
and all the living creatures therein exult for joy: let the 
trfces, and all the fruit that grows on them, sing to the Lord 
for his benefits." For the Creator of all comes to restore 
mankind, and resume them into his favour; for whom all 
these things acknowledge they were created. 

Ver. 34, O give thanks unto the Lord ; for he is good: for 
his mercy endurethfor ever.] Whatsoever we are or can do, 
we owe it to his Divine bounty: unto whom we ought to 
give perpetual thanks, and hope in his mercy for ever. 

Ver. 35. And say ye, Save us, O God of our salvation, 
and gather its together, and deliver us from the heathen, that 
we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory in thy 
praise.] Let all, both Jews and gentiles, say, Save us, O 
Lord out God, most just, merciful, and powerful: and ga- 
ther those who now are distant from, and opposite to one 
another, by variance and hatred, into the unity of faith and 
charity: that all nations may unanimously give thanks unto 
thee, and glory in this, that they are always praising thee. 

Some have imagined that Ezra added these words after 
they came out of captivity: but David rather uttered them 
by the spirit of prophecy, concerning the happy union of 
Jews and gentiles. 

Ver. 3G. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel for ever and 
ever.] Unto the great Creator and Sovereign of the world, 
God most blessed for ever, let all men every where never 
cease to give blessing and praise. 

And all the people said^ Amen, and praised the Lords] At 
the end of this hymn (the two last verses of which are the 
conclusion of Psal. cvi.47, 48.) all the people expressed 
their desire that God might be for ever praised in this man- 
ner, by saying, Amen. 'From whence Vitringa observes the 
great antiquity of this saCred rite of saying Amen at the 
conclusion of all our prayers and benedictions : which was 
continued after the captivity, as we find Nehem. viii. G. 
And he notes there rules which the Jewish doctors give 
concerning the pronunciation of this word by the people; 
first, that it be not pronounced too hastily and swiftly, but 
with a grave and distinct voice : and then, not louder than 
the tone of him that blessed: and lastly, it was to be ex- 
pressed in faith; with a certain persuasion, that God would 
bless them and hear their prayers. (De Synag. Veteri, lib. 
iii. par. ii. cap. 18.) 
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Ver. 37. So he left there, before the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord, Asaph and his brethren, to minister before the ark 
continually, as every day *s work required.] To sing hymns 
proper to the season. 

Ver. 38. And Obed-Edom with their brethren, threescore 
and eight.] He was one of the principal singers under 
Asaph, (ver. 5.) 

Obed-Edom also the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah,to be 
porters.] This is another Obed-Edom : who is joined with 
Jehiah as door-keeper for the ark, xv. 24. But Jehiah, I 
suppose, was also called Hosah. 

Ver. 39. And Zadok the priest.] He was the second priest, 
as I have often noted, deputy to the high-priest. 

And his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the 
Lord, in the high place that was in Gibeon.] As Asaph and 
his brethren ministered at Jerusalem ; so others were ap- 
pointed to minister at Gibeon: where the tabernacle of 
Moses was, and the altar of burnt-offering, ever since the 
slaughter of the priests by Saul. (See 2 Chron. i. 3.) Here 
the ordinary worship of God was performed, and therefore 
the priests attended at this place to offer sacrifice, which 
the Levites could not do, (ver. 40.) But the extraordinary 
worship was where the ark was placed, at Jerusalem ; where 
Abiathar the Jiigh-priest attended upon David: that if he 
had any occasion- to consult the Divine Majesty (which 
could be done only before the ark), h6 might be ready to do 
it for him. But Zadok, the chief of the secondary priests, 
always attended at Gibeon. 

Ver. 40. To offer burnt-offerings. unto the Lord upon the 
altar of the burnt-offering continually morning and evening, 
and to do according to all that is written in the law of the 
Lord, which he commanded Israel.] For this part of the 
Divine service could be performed no where but there where 
the altar was, nor by any body but by the priests: and 
therefore David took care it should be constantly performed 
here, though he was not present every day at those sacri- 
fices, which were offered for all the people of Israel, where- 
soever they were. The priests also took care to trim the 
lamps, and set the shew-bread on the table, and to do all 
other things which the law required. 

Ver. 41. And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the 
rest that were chosen, who were expressed by name, to give 
thanks to the Lord, because his mercy endurethfor ever.] As 
Asaph and his brethren took care of the music at Jerusalem, 
where no sacrifices were offered, but only hymns sung and 
prayers made; so did Heman and Jeduthun (who were 
with Zadok) at Gibeon, where they sung and played on in- 
struments when the morning and evening sacrifices were 
offered. 

Ver. 42. And tvith them Heman and Jeduthun, with trum- 
pets and cymbals.] It should be translated, tvith them (He- 
man and Jeduthun) there were trumpets and cymbals. 

For those that should make a sound, and with musical in- 
struments of G f od.] All the utensils of the tabernacle and 
temple were sacred and set apart for that use : not only 
those of the altar, but even these instruments of music, 
which David ordained to praise the Lord withal. They 
were not common, but consecrated to God to be used in 
his service alone : and therefore called musical instruments 
of God, both here and in 2 Chron. vii. 6. that is, sacred 
ones : whence those that sung the song of victory over the 
beast, Ilev.xv. 2, are said to have in their hands the harps 
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of God: that is, not profane or common, but sacred harps, 
tiio harps of the temple, for there they sung their anthem, as 
Mr. Medo observes, book i. discourse 2. 

And the sons ofJeduthan were porters.] To the taberna- 
cle, as others of them were to the ark, (ver. 38.) 

Ver. 43. And all the people departed, every man to his 
house ; and David returned to bless his house.] See 2 Sam. 
vi.19, 20. 

CHAP. XVII. 

Ver. 1. JVoW it came to pass, as David sat in his house, 
that David said to Nathan the prophet, Lo, I dwell in a 
house of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of the Lord re- 
maineth under curtains. 

Ver. 2. llien Nathan said unto David, Do all that is in 
thine heart ; for God is with thee. 

Ver. 3. And it came to pass the same night, that the word 
of God came to Nathan, saying, 

Ver. 4. Go and tell David my servant, Thus saith the 
Lord, Thou shalt not build me a house to dwell in.] These 
four verses have been explained before, 2 Sam, vii. in 
the five first verses. 

Ver. 5. For I have not dwelt in a house since the day that 
I brought up Israel unto this day ; but Ihave gone from tent 
to tent, and from one tabernacle to another.] This verse is 
the very same with the sixth verse of that chapter in Sa- 
muel : only there it* is said, I have walked in a tent and in 
a tabernacle; and here, Ihave gone from tent to tent, and 
from one tabernacle to another. Both which signify, that 
he had no settled place wherein to dwell, but walked or 
went, where the tent, or tabernacle, was pitched for him. 
For the words may be translated, I went out of the tent into 
the tent: that is, when they marched in the wilderness, the 
ark was taken out of the tent, and when they rested it was 
put into the tent again: and not into a house built of cedar. 
Or, this may refer to the translation of the ark from the taber- 
nacle made by Moses, unto the tent made for it by David. 

Ver. 6. Wheresoever I have walked with all Israel, spake 
I a word to any of the judges of Israel (whom I commanded 
to feed my people), saying, Why have ye not built me a house 
of cedars?] See 2 Sam. vii. 7. 

Ver. 7. Now therefore thus shalt thou say unto my ser- 
vant David, TJius saith the Lord of hosts, I took thee from 
the sheep-cote, even from following the sheep, that thou 
shouldest be ruler over my people Israel. » 

Ver. 8. And I have been with thee whithersoever thou 
hast walked, and have cut off all thine enemies from before 
thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the great 
men that are in the earth. 

Ver. 9. Also I will ordain a place for my people Israel, 
and will plant them, aud they shall dwell in their place, and 
shall be moved no more ; neither shall the children of wicked- 
ness waste them any more, as at the beginning.] He speaks 
here, as if now, and not before, they were possessed of the 
■ land of Canaan: for under David's government they were 
settled and flourished ; whereas undct the judges they had 
no rest. 

Ver. 10. And since the time that I commanded judges to 
be over my people Israel: moreover, I will subdue all thine 
enemies. Furthermore I tell thee, that the Lord will build 
thee a house. 



Ver. 11, And it shall come ft- pass, when thy days be ex- 
pired, that thou must go to be with thy fathers, that I will 
raise up thy seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons; aud I 
will establish his kingdom. 

Ver. 12. He shall build me a house, and I will establish 
his throne for ever. 

Ver. 13. J will behis father, and he sJuxll be my son; and 

1 will not take my mercy away from him, as I took it from 
him that was before thee.] All these verses, which are set. 
down almost in the same words in 2 Sam. vii. from ver. 7* 
to ver. 16. are there explained. 

Ver. 14. But I will settle him in mine house and in my 
kingdom for ever; and his throne sliall be established for 
evermore.] That is, in my church, which is the house of 
God, wherein he dwelt; and which he governed, ruled, and 
protected as his peculiar people. It is very observable, 
that in 2 Sam. vii. 16. speaking to David, he calls, them, 
thine house, and thy kingdom : but here, mine house, and 
my kingdom. Which confirms, what I noted upon the 
former place, that this principally belongs to, the Messiah, 
of whom David was but a figure. 

Ver. 15. According to all these words, and according to 
all this vision, so did Nathan speak unto David.] See there, 

2 Sam. vii. 17. 

Ver. 16. And David the king came and sat before the 
Lord, and said, Who am I, O Lord God, and what is mine 
house, that thou hast brought me hitherto?] He came and 
took his placo before the ark, and then stood up, and made 
the following prayer to God, as I have explained it 2 Sam. 
vii. 18. 

Ver. 17. And yet this was a small thing in thine eyes, O 
God; for thou hast also spoken of thy servant's house for a 
great vjhile to come, and hast regarded me according to the 
estate of a man of high degree, O Lord God.] This is like- 
wise explained there, ver. 19. but the latter part of that 
verse is expressed in different words, for there he saith, Is 
this the manner of men, O Lord; but here, thou hast re- 
garded me according to the estate of a man of high degree, O 
Lord God. This was not after the manner of men, to treat 
a poor shepherd, as if he were a great prince: but so he 
had, dealt with David. But Victorinus Strigelius thinks, 
the Hebrew words will bear this translation, which in his 
opinion is better than our own, TJiou hast looked upon me 
in the form of a man, who art in the highest the Lord God. 
Which he looks upon as a prophecy of the Messiah, who 
was really the Lord God, but appeared in the form of a 
man. The LXX. come near this sense in the former part 
of the words, eirudi$ pe wgopamg av6pu)7rov, TJiou hast looked 
upon me as the aspect of a man. . So Christophorus Helvi- 
cus interprets it in his Elenchus Judaeorum. 

Ver. 18. What can David speak more to thee for the 
ho7iour of thy servant? for thou knowest thy servant.] He 
could desire no more for the increase of his honour: which 
is an explication of what is said 2 Sam. vii. 20. (See there.) 

Ver. 19. O Lord, for thy servant's sake, and according to 
thine own heart, hast thou done all this greatness, in making 
known all these great things.] In 2 Sam. vii. 21. it is said 
for thy word's sake, that is, for the sake of thy promise to 
thy servant, as this place explains it. He had passed his 
word to David by his prophets, out of his own mere good- 
ness, without any other motive. (See there.) It may be 
also thought to signify, for the sake of the Messiah, who is 
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the Word of God: and by way of eminence is railed his 
servant, Isa. xiii. 1. xlix. 5; * • 

Ver. 20. O Lord; there is none like thee, neither is there 
any God besides thee, according to all that toe have heard 
with our ears.'] This is more fully expressed in 2 Sam. 
vii. 22. w . . . 

Ver. 21. And ivhat one nation in the earth is like thy peo- 
ple Israel, whom God' went to redeem to be his own people, 
to make thee a name of greatness and terribleriess, by driving 
out nations from before thy people; whom thou hast redeemed 
out of Egypt ?] See 2 Sam. vii. 23. As in the former verse 
he acknowledges his happiness, in being beloved of God; 
so in this, the great honour God had done him, in making 
him king of such a peopled - 

Ver. 22. For thy people Israel didst thou make thine own 
people for ever; and thou^ Lord, becafnest their GodJ] See 
there, ver. 24. 

Ver. 23. Therefore now, Lotd, let the thing that. than hast 
spoken concerning thy servant, and concerning his house, be 
established for evet; and do as thou hast said.] See ver; 25. 

.Ver* 24. Let it even be established, that thy name may be 
magnified for ever ^saying, The Lord of hosts is the God of 
Israel,'even a God to Israel; -and let the Muse of. David thy 
servant be established before thee.'] See, ver. 20. where the 
same thing is said, only the title of God is a little here en- 
larged. For there it is only said, The Lord of hosts is the 
-God of Israel; but here, The Lord of hosts is the God of 
Israel/even a God to Israel. Or, as it may be translated, 
The Lord of hosts the God of Israel, is a God to Israel; 
that is, most gradous and merciful, as appeared in many 
things^ particularly in bestowing such a king upon them. 

Ver. 25. For thou, O my God, hast told thy servant, that 
thou wilt build him a house: therefore thy servant hath 
found in his heart to pray before thee.'] See there, ver. 27. 

Ver. 2G. And now, Lord, thou art God, and hast pro- 
mised this goodness unto thy servant.] See veir. 28. 

Ver. 27. Now therefore let it please thee to bless the house 
of thy servant, that it may be before thee for ever: for thou 
blessest, O Lord, and it shall be blessed for ever.] This is 
delivered a little more largely in 2 Sam. vii. 29. (See 
there.) ) 

CHAP. XVIIL 

Ver. 1. l\OW after this it came to pass, that David smote 
the Philistines, and subdued them, and took Gath and her 
towns out of the hand of the Philistines:] This chapter hath 
been fully explained in 2 Sam. viii, AVhat differences there 
arc in any expression is there noted, and an account given 
of them, to which I refer the reader. Only it may be ob- 
served upon this verse, that in the book of Samuel it is 
said, he took Methcg-ammah out of their hand; but here 
Gath and her towns: which are all one in Abarbinel's ac- 
count, who takes Methcg-ammah for a. region^or province, 
which comprehended Gath and her towns. AVc may ob- 
serve also in ver. 1J. the great piety of David, who had in 
his heart to build a splendid house for God's habitation: 
and when he was prohibited by God to do it (because he 
had been engaged in so many wars, and shed a great deal 
of blood), he could not satisfy himself without doing some- 
thing towards it : by preparing materials for it, and conse- 
crating a great deal of treasure to be employed in the huild- 
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ing> and to no other use. For that is the meaning of what 
is here said, That he dedicated unto the Lord the gold and 
silver which he brought from several nations: that is, he 
consecrated, or Solemnly deputed them to this holy use, that 
it might not be lawful hereafter to employ them to any other. 
Ver. 16. It is observed by Drusius, that there were two 
Ahimelechs ; one the gfandson of Ahitub, the other the son 
of Abiathar: "who, by the change of a letter, is here called 
Abimelech. (Miscel. Gent. i. cap. 46.) 

'v y * ' * *'• 

CHAP. XIX. 

HIS chapter also hath been so fully explained in 2 Sam. 
x. that there is no need of adding any thing. Unless I ob- 
serve, that the country which there is called simply Maac'ah, 
is here called,' ver. 6. Aram-Maachah. Which is the foun- 
dation of their opinion who think this was in Syria, as I 
there observed : but it is plain the Scripture makes Maa* 
chah a city of Canaan, (see Deut. iii. 14. Josh. xii;4;5. 
and other places.) But it lying beyond Jordan on the 
borders of Syria, it had the name of Aram added to it: 
because tho people were in their manners more Syrians 
than Canaanites, as Bochartus conjectures. In like manner, 
Aram-Bethrehob he thinks belonged to Canaan, in the north 
part of it, not far from Emath, that is, Epiphania. (See 
Numb. xiii. 41;) And Maachah was in the tribe of Ma- 
nasseh, as Rchob in the tribe of Asher, (Josh. xiii. 11. 
.xix. 28.) As for what is said here, that they hired thirty- 
two thousand chariots, the meaning must be, so many men, 
:who fought in chariots, when they saw cause. For in the 
book of Samuel, it is said expressly that they hired twenty 
thousand footmen from Zoba, and twelve thousand men of 
Ish-tob : which make up the thirty-two thousand here men- 
tioned. Which if it should be understood of such a number 
of chariots, there would have been no footmen in their whole 
army, which is incredible : as it is that they shbuld have so 
many chariots. (See 1 Sam. xiii. 5.) 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. ^CJiND it came to pass, after the year was expired, 
at the time that kings go out to battle, Joab led forth the 
power of the army, and wasted the country of the children 
ofAmmon, and came and besieged Rabbah (but David tar- 
ried at Jerusalem) ; and Joab smote Rabbah, and destroyed 
it.] See 2 Sam. xi. 1. where the history of David's adultery 
With Bath-sheba, and the murder of Uriah follows: which 
is here omitted, it being there so largely related, that no- 
thing could be added to it. 

Ver. 2. And David took the crown of their king from off 
his head, and found it to weigh a talent of gold, and there 
were precious stones in it ; and it was set upon David's head: 
and he brought also exceeding much spoil out of the city. 

Ver. 3. And he brought out the people that were in it, 
and cut them. with saivs, and with harrows of iron, and 
with axes: even so dealt David with all the cities of the 
children of Amnion. And David and all- the people re- 
turned to Jerusalem.] See 2 Sam. xii. 30, 31. where these 
two vcrse$ are explained. 
Vor. 4. And it came to pass after this, that there arose 
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war at Gezer with the Philistines; at which time Sibbechai 
the Hiishathite skiv Sippai, that teas of the children of the 
giant; and they were subdued.] An account is given of this 
in 2 Sam. xxi. 18. where this giant is called Saph ; who 
was, as I observed there, of the race of the Anakims. (See 
'Deut. ix.2.) 

Ver. 5. And there was war again with the Philistines; 
and Elhanan the son ofJair slew Lahmi, the brother of Go- 
liah the Gittite, whosespears staffwas likea weaver's beam.] 
See there, 2 Sam. xxi. 19. 

Ver. G. And yet again there was war at Gath, where was 
aman of great stature, whose fingers and toes were four-and- 
twenty, six on each hand, and six on each foot; and he also 
was the son of the giant. 

Ver. 7. But when he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of 
Shimea, David's brother, sleiv him. 

Ver. 8. These were born unto the giant in Gath; and 
they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his ser- 
vants.] These three verses are explained in the forenamed 
place, 2 Sam. xxi. 20—22. After which follows the hymn 
which David composed in commemoration of his many 
deliverances from these and other enemies, especially from 
Saul : which is here omitted, because not only there largely 
recorded, but also in the book of Psalms. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Ver. 1. Jk.ND Satan stood up against Israel, and pro- 
voked David to number Israel.] It "is said in 2 Sam.xxiv. 1. 
that God, being angry witb Israel, moved David: that is, 
suffered Satan to move him. This is sufficiently explained 
there: only here the phrase stood up is to be observed. 
Which was the posture of those who charged and accused 
any person of a crime in a court of justice. (See 1 Kings 
xxii. 21.) Thus Satan is represented as the accuser of the . 
brethren, in the book of the Revelation: and here to lay 
some sin to the charge of the Israelites, which he repre- 
sented to God as a reason to punish them: for it is the way 
of the Holy Scripture thus to bring down these things, and 
accommodate them to the lowest capacities. 

Ver. 2. And David said to Joab, and to the rulers of the 
people.] Who, it is plain by 2 Sam. xxi v. 4. were with Joab 
when the king gave this command. 

Go, number Israel, from Beer-sheba even iinto Dan; and 
bring the number of them to me, that I may know it. 

Ver. 3. And Joab answered, The Lord make his people a 
hundred times so many as they be: but, my lord the king, are 
they not all my lord's sewants? why then doth my lord re- 
quire this thing ? why will he be a cause of trespass to 
Israel?] See what I have noted upon 2 Sam. xxiv. 3. It is 
something strange that Joab should see the danger of this, 
and David not think of it; no, not when it was so plainly 
represented to him. But the best men are sometimes very 
drowsy, and apprehend not those things which plainly ap- 
pear to those who are not so good. 

Ver. 4. Nevertheless, the king's word prevailed against 
Joab: wherefore Joab departed, and went through all Israel, 
and came to Jerusalem.] Unto which they came at the end of 
nine months and twenty days, as is more largely related in 
2 Sam. xxiv. from ver. 4. to 9. 

Ver. 5. And Joab gave the sum of the number of the 
people unto David* And all they of Israel were a thoxtsand 



thousand and a hundred thousand men that dreiv sword; 
and J udah were four hundred threescore and ten thousand 
men that drew sivord.] This account of their number differs 
much from that given in 2 Sam. xxiv. 9. concerning which 
sec what I have there noted. 

Ver. G. But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among 
them.] Some think he took no account of Levi because 
they were not warriors, and such only as were fit for war, 
David desired to be satisfied how many they were. And 
Benjamin they think was so diminished in the time of the 
judges, that they were to be spared. But these, it wxre 
easy to shew, are not good reasons; and no other reason is 
to be sought for,'than that given here in the very next words. 

For the king's word was abominable to Joab.] He did all 
this against his will, and at last the work was so odious to 
him, that he was quite tired with it: and therefore broke off 
before he took the number of these tw r o tribes. 

Ver. 7. And Godivas displeased with this thing; therefore 
he smote Israel.] He resolved to punish them, because it 
was for their sins that God permitted David to indulge 
himself in this vanity. 

Ver. 8. And David said ttnto God, I have sinned greatly, 
because I have done this thing: but now, I beseech thee, do 
away the iniquity of thy sei-vant; for I have done very fool- 
ishly.] See 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. where I have explained this, 
and given the best account I could of the nature of this sin. 

Ver. 9. And the Lord spake unto Gad, David's seer, say- 
ing.] This is expressed a little more largely in 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 11. (See there.) 

Ver. 10. Go and tell David, saying, Thus saith the Lord, 

1 offer thee three things, choose thee one of them, that I may 
do it unto thee.] He speaks to him so solemnly in the name 
of the Lord, that he might attend the more seriously to 
what he said, and look upon it as peremptorily resolved. 

Ver. 11. So Gad came to David, and said tinto him, 
Thus saith the Lord, Choose thee. 

Ver. 12. Either three years 9 famine; or three months to be 
destroyed before thy foes (while that the sivord of thine ene- 
mies overtaketh thee); or else three days the sicord of the 
Lord, even the pestilence, in the land, and the angel of the 
Lord destroying throughout all the coasts of Israel. . Now 
therefore advise thyself what word I shall bring again to 
him that sent me.] In the book of Samuel it is said, the 
prophet propounded seven years of famine, and here but 
three. Of which difference I have given an account in 

2 Sam. xxiv. 13. 

Ver. 13. And David said unto Gad, I am in a great 
strait : let me fall now into the hand of the Lord (for very 
great are his mercies); but let me not fall into the hand of 
7nan.] See there, upon ver. 14. I only add here, that the 
pestilence is more properly called the hand of the Lord, 
than other common calamities : for they have visible causes, 
but none know whence this sudden destruction comes, but 
immediately from the hand of God; when there is no altera- 
tion that w/e can see in the air, or other elements (as we 
call them). And therefore the angel of the Lord is said to 
have smote the army of Sennacherib with such a pestilence, 
as Josephus reasonably conjectures. 

Ver. 14. So the Lord sent a pestilence upon Israel: and 
there fell of Israel seventy thousaud men.'] This is more 
largely expressed in 2 Sam. xxiv. 15. (Sec my annota- 
tions there.) 
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Ver. 15. And GodsetU an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy 
it; and, asheivas destroying, the Lord beheld.] Thisjseems 
to import that there were more.angels than one employed 
to. destroy in several places of the country: and that, the; 
angelsent to Jerusalem had begun to slay some of the .in-: 
habitants : but God took pity of them ; beholding, perhaps, 
their serious repentance. 

And he repented him of the. evil, and said to ihe angel that 
destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel 
of the Lord stood by the thrashing-floor of Oman tlie Jehus- 
ite.] See there up&a yer. 16. 

Ver. 16. And David lifted tip his eyes, and saw the angel of 
the Lord stand between the earth and the heaven, having a 
drawn sword in his hand.] \Vhence the pestilence is called, 
(ver. 12.) the sword of the Lord. 

Stretched put over Jerusalem.] As ready to do execution 
upon the people there. 

Then David and the elders of Israel, who were clothed in 
sackcloth, fell upon their faces.] It appears by their habit, 
that they (and the people of Jerusalem with them, yer. 15.) 
were humbling themselves before God for their sins, and 
deprecating his displeasure: for mourners were wont to 
clothe themselves in sackcloth. 

Ver. 17. And David said unto God, 1$ it not I that com- 
manded the people to be. numbered? even lit is that have 
sinned, and done evil indeed ; but as for these sheep, what 
have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my 
God, be on me, and on my father's house; but not on thy 
people, that they should be plagued.] See 2 Sam. xxiv. 17.'. 

Ver. 18. Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to 
say to David.] This seems to signify that Gad was sent 
upon his former message (ver. 9.) by an angel, who came 
with that command from God. 

Tltat David should go, and set up an altar unto the Lord 
in the thrashing-floor of Oman the Jebnsite.] Sec there, 
ver. 18. 

Ver. 19. And David went up at the saying of Gad, which 
he spake in the name of the Lord.] See there, ver. 19. 

Ver. 20. And Oman turned back, andsawthe angel; and 
his four sons tuith him hid themselves.] Or, when he saw the 
angel, he turned his face from him (as did his four sons, 
who likewise saw him); being afraid at so glorious an ap- 
pearance. 

This book, as I. observed, in the beginning, supplies 
some things omitted in the book of Samuel, among which 
this is one. For nothing is said there of Araunah's seeing 
the angel, but only of David's seeing him. 

Now Oman was thrashing wheat.] For the greatest per- 
sons did not, in those days, disdain such employments. 

Ver. 21. And as David came to Oman, Oman looked, 
and saw David, and went out of the thrashing-floor, and 
bowed himself to David with his face to the ground.] See 
2 Sam. xxiv. 20. 

Ver. 22. Then David said to Oman, Grant me the place 
of this thrashing-floor , that I may build an altar therein 
unto the Lord.] This he said, after Ornan had first desired, 
to know the cause of his coming to him. 

Thou shall grant it me for the full price, that the plague 
may be stayed from the people.] By offering a sacrifice to 
appease the Divine anger. (See ver. 21.) 

Ver. 23. And Ornan said unto David, Take it to thee, 
and let my lord the king do that which is good in his eyes: 



lo, I give thee the oxen also for burnt-offerings, and the 
. thrashing-instruments for wood, and the wheat for Me meat- 
offering ; I give it all.] He offered the ground to the king, as 
a free 'gift; with every thing that was necessary for sa- 
crifice. (See 2 Sam. xxiv. 22, 23.) ' • 

, Ver. 24. And king David said to Ornan, Nay ; hut I, will 
verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that which 
is thine for the Lord, nor offer burnt-offerings without cost* 
Ver. 25. So David gave to Ornan for the place six hun- 
dred shekels of gold by weight.] This confutes their opinion, 
who think there were no shekels but of silver. See 2 Sam. 
xxiv. 24. .where I have shewn that this account of the 
sum of money which he paid, doth not disagree, with that 
which is given there in that place. 

Ver. 26. And David built, there an altar unto the Lord, 
and offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings.] See there, 
ver. 25. 

And called upon the Lord.] By thanksgivings for his 
mercy, beseeching the continuance of it. 

And he answered him from heavenby fire upon the altar of 
burnt-offering.] This was the highest token of God's gra- 
cious acceptance of any sacrifice. (Sec Lev. ix. 24.) The 
Jews say thus God consumed the sacrifices of Abel, and 
of Noab, and of Abraham, when they first dedicated altars 
to him. It is certain from the Holy Scriptures, thus God 
testified his acceptance of the sacrifices of Gideon and Eli- 
jah in ancient times: which Julian himself had not tHe 
hardiness to deny. (See St. Cyril, contra Julianum, lib.x.) 
And indeed this was known by the heathens: for Servius 
upon Virg. iEneid. xii. ver. 200. saith, that in the old tem- 
ples sacrifices were no other ways consumed, "quarnignc 
divino precibus impetrato," than by Divine fire obtained by, 
prayers. (See other testimonies out of heathen antiquity, 
in Huetius's Quscst. Alnetanae, p. 216, &e.) 

Ver. 27. And the Lord commanded the angel, and he put 
up his sword into the sheath thereof] Which, it seems, was 
brandished over Jerusalem, till this sacrifice was offered. 

Ver. 28. At that time, when David saw that the Lord had 
answered him in the thrashing-floor of Ornan the Jebnsite, 
then he sacrificed there.] That is, he continued to offer his 
sacrifices in that place, where tliere was such a manifest 
appearance of God, and a testimony of his acceptance of 
his sacrifices. So that from this time he did not go to GU 
beon, where sacrifices were wont to.be offered upon the 
brazen altar : which, as it follows, was then there, to- 
gether with the table, the candlestick, and the fire that 
came down from heaven in the days of Moses : (as Seder 
Olam Rabba saith, cap. 14.) and here Zadok and his 
brethren ministered, while the ark w T as in Zion, and with 
them Heman and others, (xvi. 39—41.) 

Ver. 29. For the tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses 
made in the wilderness, and the altar of the burnt-offering, 
were at that time in the high place at Gibeon.] TheTargurn 
calls this high place the sanctuary in Gibeon : for this word 
comprehended the whole sacred house, as in 1 Sam. ix. 13. 
Ver. 30. But David could not go before it to inquire of 
God.] He thought it not fit to go thither at this time, 
though that was.thc place to which they always resorted 
to beg mercy of God by sacrifice. 

For he was afraid, because of the sword of the angel of the 
Lord.] As he thought God had consecrated this place for 
his service, and that he ought immediately to sacrifice 
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here, and not stay till he could go to Gibeon; so perhaps 
ho thought there might still be danger, that the angel might 
smite Jerusalem, if he did not continue to worship God 
here: where he knew, by somo means or other, God in- 
tended his temple should be built for his perpetual honour 
in this place. The altar also now erected here was set up 
by the command of God, as well as that of Moses : so that 
he thought ho might most acceptably servo God here. 

CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. ./ HEN David said, Tliis is the house of the Lord 
GodJ] He seems to have been inspired by God with this 
thought, that here he would have his temple to be built. 
At least, he concluded this, because the angel bade him 
build an altar here, which was for sacrifice : and here God 
testified his presence, as he did at the erection of the first 
altar, Lev. ix. 24. He seems to have respect to the words 
of Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 1G, 17. 

And this is the altar of burnt-offering for Israel:'] That 
is, here all their sacrifices shall be offered, when the temple 
is built. From which words Maimonides concludes, it 
was utterly unlawful to build God a house any where else, 
or to offer sacrifice in any other place but this. 

Vcr. 2. And David commanded to gather together the 
strangers that were in the land of Israel.] That is, those 
they called proselytes, who perhaps were better skilled in. 
such works, as here follow, than the children of Israel. Or, 
as R.Solomon Jarchi thinks, these being servile works, he 
would not employ the free people of Israel therein: which 
example Solomon afterward followed, (1 Kings v. 15. ix. 
22. 2 Chron. ii. 1. viii. 7.) But we must not from hence infer, 
as some have done, that proselytes were not as free as 
other subjects: for they did not settle among the Jews 
upon any condition of being under any kind of servitude. 

And he set masons to hetv wrought stones to build the 
house of God.] Though God had forbidden him to build him 
a house, yet he thought hemight prepare materials for the 
building: which God so much approved, that he was 
pleased to shew him a model of such a house as he* would 
have, as we read chap, xxviii. 19. 

Ver. 8. And David prepared iron in abundance for the 
nails for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; and 
brass in abundance without weight*] The word which we 
translate joinings, the Targum translates hinges. 

Ver. 4. Also cedar-trees in abundance: for the Zido- 
nians, and they of Tyre, brought muck cedar-wood to Da- 
vid.] There being great friendship between them and David. 

Ver. 5. And David said, Solomon my son is young and 
tender, and the house that is to be builded for the Lord 
must be exceeding magnificat, of fame and of glory through- 
out all countries : I will therefore now make preparation for 
it. So David prepared abundantly before his death.] He 
considered with himself these two things, the youth of So- 
lomon, (of which see 1 Kings iii.7.) and then the magnifi- 
cence of the structure that was to be built; both which he 
thought required his care, to make what preparation he 
could for such an undertaking. For young men .arc wont 
to be careless, and arc rarely capable of great designs. 
Learned men have observed, that this temple was so stately 
andTich, that it exceeded all others in the world: the fa- 
mous temple of Diana at Ephesus, being not to be com- 



pared with it. (See Dr. Spenecr, lib. iii. do Leg. Hebr. 
cap. 2. dissert. C.) 

Ver. 6. Then he called for Solomon his son, and charged 
him to build an altar for the Lord God of Israel] By this 
it was apparent, and, I suppose, well known, that he in- 
tended him for his successor: which made the crime of 
Adonijah the greater, who endeavoured to put him by. 

Ver.7. And David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it 
was m my mind to build a house jinto the name of the Lord 
my God.] See in 2 Sam. vii. 1, 2. 

Ver. 8. But the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 
Thouhast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: 
thou shall not build a house unto my name, because thou hast 
shed much blood upon the earth in my sight.] This reason 
is not mentioned in the book of Samuel, but here is re- 
corded to shew, that though David's wars were warranted, 
and succeeded by God in an extraordinary manner, yet it 
did not suit so well with the Divine Majesty, to have a 
house huilthim by one who had shed so much blood, ashy 
ono that reigned in peaco and quietness: that he might 
be an emblem of the King of peace, the Lord of the church, 
who was prefigured in all such great transactions. There 
may be respect also here to* the blood of Uriah, and those 
worthy men slain together with him, by the contrivance of 
David: which made him unworthy to be honoured with 
such an undertaking as this. David himself takes notice 
of this blood-guiltiness, as a thing which was always in 
God's eye, Psal. Ii. 4. where he saith, J have done this evil 
in thy sight : as God here saith, Thou hast shed blood in my 
sight. (See more below, chap, xxviii. 3.) 

Ver. 9. Behold, a so7i shall be born to thee, who shall be a 
man of rest ; and I will give him rest from all his enemies 
round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give 
peace and* quietness tinto Israel in his days.~] Here are two 
reasons, why his son should have this honour: because 
God would give him rest from all his enemies, and Israel 
should live in peace and quietness in his days. Which 
made his reign a proper season for this great work. 

Ver. 10. He shall build a house for my mame; and he shall 
be my son, and I will be his father ; and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever. ]This can belong 
to none, in the proper and full sense of the word, but Christ 
alone. For Solomon reigned but forty years, and after 
that his kingdom was torn in pieces: therefore to Christ 
tho author to the Hebrews applies them, (Heb. i; 5.) 

Ver. 11. Now, my son, the Lord be with thee; and prosper 
thou, and build the house of the Lord thy God, as he hath 
said of thee.] He would not have him doubt, but be as con- 
fident as he was, that God would prosper him in this work ; 
because he ordered him to undertake it. 

Ver. 12.. Only the Lord give thee wisdom and understand- 
ing, and give thee charge concerning Israel, that thoumayest 
keep the laiv of the Lord thy God.] When he committed Is- 
raelto his care. 

Vcr. 13. Then shalt thou prosper, if thou takest heed to 
fulfil the statutes and judgments' which the Lord charged 
Moses ivith concerning Israel: be strong, and of good cou- 
rage; dread not} nor be dismayed.] Nothing gives a man 
such an undaunted courage as a conscience of well-doing; 
in exact obedience to God's commands. 
* Ver. 14. Now, behold, in my trouble*] In a tumultuous 
reign, full of various troubles. 
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* I have ^prepared for the house of the. Lord a hundred thou- 
sand talents of gold, and a thousand thousand talents of 
Silver; and of brass and iron without weight (for it is in 
abundance); timber also and. stone have I prepared; and 
thou mayest add thereto.] His heart was so bent to shew 
his gratitude to God, that he would have done a great deal 
more for him, if he had been able. Though this was such 
a vast treasure which he amassed (not out of covetous- 
ness, but purely for the honour and service of God), that it 
hath seemed to some incredible. For if we take this to be 
meant of the greater talent, it makes such an immense sum, 
that it exceeds the riches of any of the Roman emperors, or 
other former monarchs. For in the time of Trajan, when 
that empire was largest, the money that was. in his trea- 
sury did not exceed seventy-three thousand talents, as 
Bodinus observes in his book de Republ. lib. vi. cap. 2. 
But a better man than he, our Brerewood, hath computed 
these talents to make so many millions, that he thinks the 
word kikkar should not be translated talent in this place; 
but only a mass, or cake of gold and silver. And so Guil. 
Budasus observes in his book De Asse, that there was in 
Homer's time a talent of lesser value : for he speaks of two 
talents, which were given, with other things, as a reward of 
a victory obtained in some exercises. .Such talents, he 
thinks, we are to understand in this place : for David 
reigned about the time of the kingdom of the Assyrians, 
which was near the time. of -Homer. (See Beckius upon 
the Targum in this place.) Of the same opinion is Jaco- 
bus Capcllus, and Junius, and Trcmellius, as appears by 
the sum to whichthey make these talents to amount, viz. 
five hundred. thousand dollars of gold, and as much of sil- 
ver. And more lately Herraannus Witsius hath computed, 
that half so many talents of the sanctuary, (as some call 
them) amounts to twenty thousand five hundred eighty T five 
tons of gold: which he shews David had opportunity to 
heap together, in his Mis cell. Sacra, torn. ii. exerc. x. 
sect. 17, 18. 

Ver. 15. Moreover, there are workmen with theein abun- 
dance, hewers andworkers of stone and timber, and all maiv- 
ner of cunning men for every manner of work.'] Who were 
all to be paid, as well as the labourers, and carriers of bur- 
dens, out of this money; which required a very great sum. 

Ver. 1G. Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the 
iron, there is no number.^ The meaning is, the quantity of ■ 
brass and iron was not numbered, as that of the gold and 
silver was. 

Arise therefore, and be doing, and the Lord be with thee.] 
He would not have him now go about the work, but begin 
it when he was settled on his throne : nothing doubting the 
Lord would prosper it. 

Ver. 17. David also commanded all the princes of Israel 
to help Solomon his son, saying.] By advising him, and 
encouraging the people in their labours. 

Ver. 18. Is not tlte Lord your God with you? and hath 
he not given you rest on every side?] What God had al- 
ready done for them, was a ground of hope he would fur- 
ther them in this work; which was for his service.* 

For he hath given the inhabitants of the land into mine 
hand; and the land is subdued before the Lord, andbef ore 
his people.] For God was the author of allthoso wars, 
and gave them alltheir victories. 

Ver. 19. Now, set your heart and your soul to seek the 



Lord your God: arise therefore, and build ye the sanctuary 
of the Lord your God, to bring the ark of the covenant of. 
the Lord, and the holy vessels of God, into tlie house tltat 
is to be built to the name of the Lord.] He beseeches thefri 
not to neglect this opportunity, which he spake of in the 
foregoing verse; viz. the time of peace which God had 
given them, which .was fit for such a work. Strigelius 
compares these words with those of Christ, " While ye 
have the light, walk in the light." And, indeed, the ark 
and the tabernacle had been too long separated, and there- 
fore such preparation being made -for it, it was time to 
bring the ark, with all the holy vessels, in the tabernacle, 
together into a settled place, by building the sanctuary for 
them. 

• > . 
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Ver. 1. *JO when David was old and full of days, he made 
Solomon his son king over Israel.], Declared him his suc- 
cessor, but did not resign.his throne to him, nor make him 
his coadjutor. 

Ver. 2. And he gathered together all the princes of Israel, 
with the priests and the Levites.] It is likely he took this 
opportunity to declare before .them all, that Solomon should 
be king after his decease. But the principal end of this 
assembly was, that he might acquaint them with anew re- 
gulation of the priests and Levites in their ministration: 
which he intended to establish by a Divine direction, as 
we Tead xxviii. 12, 13. This was a work becoming his 
elder years, after he had long.observed and. weighed the in- 
conveniences of their present method, and the necessity 
of putting things into a better order. For nothing is more 
useful or more beautiful than good order, as Strigelius ob- 
serves out.of Xonophon'in his (Economics. . And there- 
fore the church of God was highly obliged to David, for 
distinguishing the degrees and offices of the Levites : ap- 
pointing some to .take care of the Divine rites and ceremo- 
nies (as his words are); others to govern the public judg- 
ments ; others to watch and guard the temple ; others to 
.celebrate the praises of God with singing and instruments 
of music. 

Ver. 3. Now the Levites were numbered from the age of 
thirty years and upward.] So Moses appointed, Numb. iv. 
3. for then they were come to their full strength, and fit for 
service: which lasted till they were fifty years old, and no 
longer. For then- they generally began,to decay, and grew 
less able to bear burdens : which was their work then, to 
carry the tabernacle when it was to be removed, and all 
the utensils belonging to it. Which work being now at an 
end, they seem to have continued till their death. to dis- 
charge their business at the temple ; which was more easy, 
after that was !built, and required less labour. 

And their number by their polls, man by man, was thirty 
and eight thousand:] The priests are not included in this 
number: which is so great, that it may very well incline us 
to think, that many of them served rather for state and or- 
nament, than for necessity. Abarbinel here cries out, " Sec 
whether in all the countries there were, so many singers and 
musicians; and other officers employed in their temples, as 
there were in the house of the sanctuary. Who ever saw 
the like ? Who over beheld such sanctity, such ornaments, 
and such praising of God V 
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Ver. 4. Of which twenty and four thousand were to set 
forward the work of the house of the Lord.] These were em- 
ployed about the sacrifices and offerings, which they killed, 
and flayed, and washed : and served the priests in all other 
parts of their ministry about them. "Winch being very nu- 
merous, there were the greater number of Levites to attend 
tiiis work; viz. a thousand every week: for they took 
their courses, which being twenty and four, in so many 
weeks they came about again. (Seo their business, ver. 
28,29.) 

And six thousand were officers and judges.] God ap- 
pointed judges and officers to be settled in all their gates ; 
(Dcut. xvi. 18.) but many think, there had been a long neg- 
lect in this matter: and that David himself could not re- 
store their judicatures to their ancient order and dignity, 
till the latter end of his reign. For being hindered by per- 
petual wars, he was forced to be content with such judica- 
tures as had been wont to be executed (which in many 
things was very defective), only reserving appeals to him- 
self, in causes of great moment, (2 Sam. xv. 2.) But now 
he takes care of this so necessary a part of government, 
and having numbered the Levites, appointed them their 
certain business, which had been before unsettled and un- 
determined: employing them both in ecclesiastical and 
civil affairs, as Bertram discourses in his book de Republ. 
* Jud. p. 124. But a late writer makes a doubt, whether the 
Israelites observed that command of Moses at all, when 
they came into the land of Canaan ; the heads of their tribes 
taking upon them, for a long time, to determine all contro- 
verted matters. But now the Levites were constituted, in 
the cities where they dwelt, to be both officers and judges. 
All agree, that shoterim commonly signify such officers as 
execute the sentence of the judges. (See my notes upon 
Deut. xvi. 18. and other places.) But 'here, being placed 
before judges, we are not to take them for such inferior per- 
son^, but for men of greater authority; whom the Targum 
calls governors, such as our justices of the peace are, who 
saw good order kept according to the law: as the judges 
were such as decided causes in their several courts. (See 
Campegius Vitringa, in his book dc Synag. Veteri, lib. i. 
par. ii. cap. 8.) 

Ver. 5. Moreover , four thousand were porters.] Who were 
to take care that no unclean person entered into the temple ; 
or any thing brought into it which ought not to be there; 
or any thing carried out of it which belonged only to that 
place: and that nothing was done about the door of the 
court which might disturb the people at their prayers. 

And four thousand praised the Lord with the instruments 
which I made (said David) to praise therewith.] Thus he 
hath given an account how the whole thirty-eight thousand 
(mentioned ver. 3.) were disposed of to their offices. And 
this last four thousand had some among them that were 
more eminent than the rest ; being their instructors, both in 
singing and playing upon instruments : and perhaps some 
of them, being very skilful in music, contrived instruments, 
und commanded them to be made. 

Ver. G. And David divided them into courses among the 
sons of Levi, namely, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.] They 
took their turns of waiting, some going off, and others 
coming on, to perform all the forementioned duties, 
which David, the man of God, ordered, (as he speaks, 2 
Chron. viii. 14.) by the direction of Gad and of Nathan the 



prophets, who had a command for it from God, as we read 
in this book, xxix. 25. 

Ver. 7. Of the Gershonites were Laadan and Shimei.] 
Who were their immediate ancestors is not said, nor is it 
material to be known. 

Ver. 8. Tlie sons of Laadan; the chief was Jehiel,and 
Zetham, and Joel, three.] It is likely they were not his 
sons, but some of his posterity: for so the word sons sig- 
nifies in the verses following. 

Ver. 9. The sons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and 
Haran, three. Tliese were the chief of the fathers, of iMa- 
dan.] This Shimei was descended from one of the three 
sons of Laadan. 

Ver. 10. And the sons of Shimei were Jahath, Zina, and 
Jeush, and Beriah. These four were the sons of Shimei.] 
That is, the sons of that Shimei, brother of Laadan, men- 
tioned ver. 7. 

Ver. 11. And Jahath was the chief and Zizah the second.] 
He is called Zina in the foregoing verse. 

But Jeush and Beriah had not many sons.] As their two 
elder brothers had. 

Tlierefore they were in one reckoning, according to their 
father's house.] They were accounted but as one family, 
and not called by t the name of their, fathers, Jeush and 
Beriah, but by the name of Shimei their grandfather. 

Ver. 12. The sons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel,four.] See Exod. vi. 18. 

Ver. 13. Tlie sons of Amram; Aaron and Moses.] See 
Exod. vi. 18. 

And Aaron was. separated, that he should sanctify tlie 
most holy things, he and his sons for .ever, to burn incense 
before the Lord, to minister unto him, and to bless in his 
name for ever.] The business. of Aaron and his sons was 
.very different from the rest of, the Levites: for they were 
set apart for the special services of the priesthood ; to 
sanctify, that is, to, minister in a holy manner the most 
holy things. His sons burnt incense every day; and the 
high-priest went into the most holy place on the. great day 
of expiation, with the , blood of expiation : and when he 
came out, blessed the people, r as the priest who offered 
incense did every day, .at. tho conclusion of the sacri- 
fice. 

Ver. 14. Now, concerning Moses, the man of God, his sons 
were named of the tribe of Levi.] Though Moses was so 
great a man, the supreme governor of the people while he 
lived, and had such familiarity with the Divine Majesty, 
yet his sons were not advanced to any dignity, but he left 
them simple Levites, not so much as priests. Such was 
the wonderful humility and modesty of this holy man, that 
he did not aim at great things for his posterity. Which 
perhaps is here noted, that none might presume, because 
of their noble descent, to meddle with the priesthood, 
which was settled in the family of Aaron; as the civil go- 
vernment of the people was left to Joshua, a man .of an- 
other tribe, and Moses's servant. I 

Ver. 15. The sons of Moses were Gershom and Eliezer.] 
See Exod. xviii. 3, 4. 

Ver. 1G. Of the sons of Gershom, Shebuel teas the chief] 
Who is called Shohael, xxiv. 20. 

Ver. 17. The sons of Eliezer were Rehabiah the chief. 
And Eliezer had none other sons.] The word for chief in 
the Hebrew is, the first: that is, the first-born, after whom 
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he had no other son; but a great many grandsons, who are 
frequently called sons. 

But the sons of ltehabiah were very many.'] Which in the 
Hebrew is thus expressed, were highly multiplied. From 
whence the Targum took a conceit (as several Jewish doe^ 
tors have done) that they were multiplied to above six 
hundred thousand: merely, because the same phrase is 
used of the children of Israel in Exod. i. 7. that they mul- 
tiplied exceedingly in Egypt; that is, to this number, Exod. 
xii. 17. Whereby they imagine God fulfilled his intentions 
to Moses, if he wduld not intercede for the Israelites, that 
he would make him a great nation. But these are idle spe- 
culations; wherein they abound, since they were aban- 
doned by God." 

Ver.18. Of the sons oflzhar; Shelomith the chief] Who 
is called Shelomoth, xxiv. 22. 

Ver. 19. Of the sons of Hebron; Jeriah the first, Ama- 
riah the second, Jehaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth: 
Ver. 20. Of the sons of Uzziel; Micah the first, and 
Jesiah the second, 

Ver. 21. The sons of Merari; Mahli and Mushi. The 
sons of Mahli; Eleazar and Kish. 

Ver. 22. And Eleazar died, and had no sons, but daugh- 
ters; and their brethren the sons of Kish took them.] Their 
cousins married them, as the Targum expounds it. 

Ver. 23. Hie sons ofMushi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jere- 
moth, three. 

Ver. 24. Tliese are the sons of Levi, after the house of their 
fathers; even the chief of the fathers, as they tvere counted 
by number of names by their polls, that did the work for the 
service of the house of the Lord, from the age of twenty 
years and upwards.] They were numbered twice, as they 
were in*the time of Moses: the first time all from thirty, 
the second time from twenty. And these here mentioned 
were of the last sort; who were fit to minister in some things 
belonging to the service of the Levites, at twenty years old : 
though they were not employed in the rest till thirty/ See 
upon Numb. viii. 24. where they are ordered to begin at 
five-and-twenty ; though they did not completely minister 
till thirty. 

Ver. 25. For David said, The Lord God of Israel hath 
given rest unto his people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem 
for ever.] That is, constantly attend upon the service of 
God there settled. Which was the reason for this new 
order, that the Levites should begin their ministry at twenty 
years of age: because Israel having rest was very much 
multiplied, and there being greater resort to Jerusalem, the 
Levites had more work to do at the temple. But it must 
here be noted, that those words, for ever, suppose their 
obedience to God, (as in chap, xxviii. 4.) in which if they 
failed, they were not to continue in Jerusalem, but be ex- 
pelled .out of it. 

Ver. 2G. And also unto the Levites; they shall no more 
carry the tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the service 
thereof] It should rather be translated, As concerning the 
Levites: they were no longer to have that burdensome 
work of carrying the tabernacle and its vessels when they 
were removed : but had a much easier service ; which they 
might begin sooner than formerly: it requiring not so much 
strength of body, as readiness of mind. 

Ver. 27. For, by the last words of David, the Levites were 
numbered from twenty years old and above.] This was his 
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last will about this matter ; after he had well considered 
what they had to do, and what number was necessary to 
perform every part of this duty. For some of which they 
were able enough at twenty years of age : when they might 
be called probationers till they were thirty. And there 
would not have been a sufficient number for all the work, 
unless they had come to it at the age of twenty. 

Ver. 28. Because their office was to wait on the sons of 
Aaron.] Which the Levites were able to do at the age of 
twenty years. To attend, for instance, at the tabernacle ; 
but not to carry the ark or the tabernacle. 

For the service of the house of the Lord.] This is a general 
expression of what they were to do ; the particulars of which 
follow: to assist in the courts, and in the chambers, in, 
making clean the holy vessels, and cleansing the courts, 
and taking care nothing was wanting for the service of the 
sanctuary. 

Ver. 29. Both for the shew-bread, and for the fine flour, 
for the meat-offering, and the unleavened cakes, and for that 
which is baked in the pari, and for that which is fried.] They 
were to prepare the shew-bread, to be set on the table every 
week by the priests ; and to see that there was a just quan- 
tity of fine flour for the meat-offering morning and evening; 
and that the unleavened cakes* were rightly made: with 
every thing that was to be baked or fried. Of which in the 
second chapter of Leviticus. 

And for all manner of measure and size.] They were to 
see also that the just measure for things liquid, and the just 
size for things dry, were exaetly'kept, and not altered. For 
all measures and weights (by which all that were used in 
the country were to be made) were kept in the sanctuary, 
in the custody of the Levites. Hence it is, that we read 
often of the shekel of the sanctuary : not that there were two 
sorts of shekels, one sacred, and another civil ; but because 
weights and measures were reckoned inter sacra, among 
holy things: the examples, as I said, of them all being kept 
in the sanctuary. And so they were in the temples of the 
pagans, and afterward in Christian churches: as appears 
by Justinian's Novels, exxviii. cap. 15. So Villalpandus 
and our bishop Walton have observed. Unto which may 
be added, that Constantine the Great had gone before him 
in this : for he commanded the cubit whereby the Egyptians 
measured the increase of Nilus, and was kept in the' tem- 
ple of Serapis, to be translated into one of the Christian 
churches, that there it might be preserved the safer by true 
religion; as both Socrates and Sozomen testify in their 
Ecclesiastical History, lib. i. cap. 18. lib. v. cap. 3. Julian, 
indeed, caused it to be restored to Serapis : but that temple 
being burnt, Ruffinus tells us the church had it again in its 
possession. All which shews; that this ancient piece of re- 
ligion, to preserve weights and measures as sacred things, 
continued after the time of David ; and perhaps was be- 
.fore it. 

Ver. 30. And to stand every morning to thank and praise 
- the Lord, and likewise at even.] At the time when the priests 
offered the morning and even sacrifice. 

Ver. 31. And to offer all burnt-sacrifices unto the Lord in 
the sabbaths, in the new moons, and on the set feasts, by num- 
ber.] It was no part of their business to offer burnt-sacri- 
fices, which belonged to the priests alone. Therefore the 
meaning is, to praise and give thanks to God at the offering 
of sacrifices at those solemnities, as well as every morning 
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and even ; and to sec there were a just number of sacri- 
fices then offered as the law prescribed. 

According to the order. commanded unto them, continually 
before the Lord.] That is, in their courses, wherein they 
were commanded to wait continually when their turn came* 

Ver. 32. And that they should keep the charge of the ta- 
bernacle of tlie congregation, and the charge of the holy 
place, and the charge of the sons of Aaron their brethren, in 
the service of tlie house of the Lord;'] These words belong 
to those that went just beforo; signifying, that in their or- 
der, when their course came to attend, they served either 
about the tabernacle, or preparing the shew-bread in the 
holy place, or in any other things, wherein the priests had 
occasion to employ them:, andtho rest of- their* time they 
spent at home, in their several citios;. where they studied, : 
and taught the law, - . 
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Ver. 1. jlV O W these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. 
The sons qf Aaron; Nadab and Abihu; Eleazar and Itha- 
mar.] To avoid all confusion, now that they were much in- 
creased, David distributed the priests, as he had done. the 
Levites, into several courses : which, no. doubt, was bya 
Divine direction, as well as the other; or lather, there was, 
greater reason he shouldhave God's order for It: they being 
higher ministers of his than .the Levites were. 

Ver. 2. But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, 
and had no children; therefore Eleazar und Ithamar exe- 
cuted the priest's. office.] From these two all the families of 
the priests descended, who were now to be disposed into a 
regular performance of their duty- » vP ' 
j Ver. 3. And David distributed them both, Zadok, of the 
sons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech, of the sons of Ithamar J] 
These two (Zadok and Ahimelech) were the chief persons, 
in David's days, of the posterity of those sons of Aaron, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, . . . 

According to their offices in their service.] He determined, 
when they and those priests who depended on them should 
perform their office in the temple-service. 

Ver. 4. And there were more chief men found of the sons 
of Eleazar than of the sons of Ithamar; and thus were they 
divided.] Accordingly David divided them into certain 
classes and courses, as the TaTgum expounds it; * 

Among the sons of Eleazar there were sixteen chief men of 
the house of their fathers, and eight among the sons of Itha- 
mar, according to the house of their fathers.] He appointed 
therefore sixteen courses of the sons of Eleazar, under as 
many heads of their families : and half as many of the pos- 
terity of Ithamar. Which Kimchi, and other Hebrew doc- 
tors, explain in this manner; In the days of Moses there 
were but eight courses in the whole : four of Eleazar's fa- 
mily, and four of Ithamar 's. But in Samuel's days they 
were grown to sixteen : eight of the one, and as many of 
the other. But in the end of David's reign they were en- 
larged to twenty-four courses; two-thirds of which were 
assigned to the sons of Eleazar, because they were more 
numerous than the other: and the sons 6f*Ithamar conti- 
nued as. they were before; having eight courses. But the 
Holy Scriptures never mention any settled courses till this 
time, (as Dr, Lightfoot observes in his Temple Service, 
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chap. 6.) though their doctors assert it to. explain that 
precept, Deut. xxviii. C. 

Ver. 5. Thus were they divided by lot.'] That there Ynight 
be no occasion for complaint: when all was ordered by a 
Divine disposition, according to very ancient custom. For 
the choice of persons by lot, into sacred offices, was used 
from the beginning of the world, as Grotius observes, in his 
book Do Imper. Sum. Potest, circa Sacra, cap. 10. sect 5. 

One sort with another.] Both the sons of Eleazar and of 
Ithamar were thus chosen, who should wait together. 

For the governors of the sanctuary.] The words in the 
Hebrew arc, share kodesh: which signify the principal 
ministers about holy things. 

And governors of the house of God.] There is no word 
for house in the Hebrew; where we only read sJutreElohim: 
which seem to signify the chief judges. 

Were of the sons of Eleazar, and of the sons of Ithamar.] 
These two families had obtained the chief functions both 
in the temple, andm the civil government: \vherein they 
could not be distributed so well any way as by lot; with- 
out danger of envy among themselves. 

Ver. 6. And Shemaiah the son of Nethaiieel the scribe, 
one of the Levites, wrote them before the king, and theprinces, 
and Zadok the priest, and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar, 
and before the. chief of the fathers of the priests arid Levites'.] 
In perpetual memory of the thing (as Conradus Pellicanus 
thinks), this Divine writer sets down the name of the pub- 
lic notary, by whom their names were written, and put into 
the urn, out of which the lots were to be drawn. * Which, 
that there might be no suspicion of fraud, were drawn be- 
fore the king, the princes, bbth 'the chief priests (the high- 
priest and the sagan), and before the chief persons of the 
several families of priests and Levites. Whence it is rea- 
sonable to conclude, that David did not make this regula- 
tion by his mere royal power, but by a Divine direction. 
Which he had in this, as in the order he gave about the 
temple ; (chap, xxviii.) and he seems here not to have acted 
by an absolute authority, but to have advised with thehigh- 
priest, arid other persons of great note, how to proceed. 

One principal household being taken for Eleazar, and one 
taken for Ithamar.] These words are something obscure: 
but the meaning is, that one of the principal families of 
Eleazar was first taken, and then one of Ithamar's ;*and 
after that, one of Eleazar's again, and so by turns till all 
was done: that is, till there were eight of each. After 
which, those of Eleazar alone were distributed under their 
several heads. r 

Ver. 7. Noiv the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second 
to Jedaiah.] The first lot that was drawii out of the urn had 
the name of Jehoiarib upon it: so that his family had the pre- 
cedence, and waited in the first place. This was esteemed 
a great honour; for Josephus reckons himself noble, not 
only because he was descended 1% hpiwv, from the priests, 
but Ik tJjc TrptoTrje l<ptfitpl$o$ twv UKoaiTtaaapcov, from the 
first course ofthefour-and-twenty. For this made a great 
difference: Mattathias also; the father of the Maccabees, 
descended from Jehoiarib, as we read 1 Mac. ii. 54. 

Ver. 8. The third to Ilarim, the fourth to Seorim.] I have 
nothing to observe concerning these, and the rest that follow 
to ver. 19. but only that Zachariah, the father of John the 
Baptist, was of the eighth' course of these priests; viz, that 
of Abijah, mentioned ver. 10. as we read in the first of St. 
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Luke. For, as Josephus testifies, this order of the courses 
continued till his time ; that is, till the destruction of the 
second temple. , ■ 

Ver. 19. Tliese were the orderings of them in their service, 
to come into the house of the Lord, according to their man" 
tier, under Aaron their father.] Under the inspection of the 
high-priest, who, being the successor of Aaron, is called 
by his name. He took care that this order should be ob- 
served in such manner, as is here prescribed : none of 
them anticipating their course, nor thrusting in themselves 
to attend before their time, but waiting till their time came. 
And then every course served a week, coming in on the 
sabbath ; and going out the next before the burning of the 
incense at the morning sacrifice, when the shew-bread was 
set on the table, as Sealiger observes out of the Jewish 
writers, in his notes upon tho Fragments at the end of his 
book De Emend. Temporum, p. 54. Upon the three great 
festivals, indeed, when all priests, as well as others, were 
bound to appear before God, they came out of their 
course, and, that they might not be idle, officiated in such 
things as properly belonged to those solemnities. • But the 
ordinary business, for the daily burnt-sacrifice, and the 
free-will-offerings, was managed by those only whose course 
it was to wait. And thus the Jews understand those words, 
Dcut. xviii. 6, 7. The Levite (i. e. the priests who were of 
that tribe) that shall come to the place which the Lord his 
God shall choose (that is, at the three solemn feasts), then 
he shall minister in the house of the Lord his God, as all his 
brethren the Levites do (which is meant of the priests, for 
they only ministered before God, not the Levites) ; they 
shall have like portions to eat ; that is, of the sacrifices 
which were then offered at those solemn times they were 
to have their share, with tho rest of the priests then in at- 
tendance, but the Levites did not eat of them: beside 
tliat which cometh by the sale of his patrimony; or, as 
it is in the Hebrew, by the sale of his fathers. That is, 
say they, except the portion of the daily sacrifices, and 
free-will-offerings, which by the ordinance of their fathers, 
Moses and Aaron, belonged only to those priests, who were . 
in their ordinary attendance in their week. 

As the Lord God of Israel had commanded him.'] By his 
servant David. 

Ver. 20. And the rest of the sons of Levi were these: Of 
the sons of Amram; Shubael: of the sons of Shubael; 
JeJideiah.] Now he speaks of the rest of the Levites, 
who were not priests, who are mentioned in the fore- 
going chap, xxiii. 16, 17, &c. and here named again to 
distinguish them from the priests, and to shew that they 
also had their places assigned them by lot, ver. 31. I 
have nothing to note concerning those that follow between 
this verse and that, but only this : that several are men- 
tioned as descended from Merari, who are not mentioned 
in the foregoing chapters, nor any where else. For which, 
no question, the author of this book had good authority, 
though we cannot, without the help of such records as he 
perused, give an account of it. (See Buxtorfs Anticritica, 
p. 1014.) 

Ver. 31. Tliese likewise cast lots over against their bre- 
thren the sons of Aaron, in the presence of David the king, 
and Zadok and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers of 
the priests and Levites.'] There was the like solemnity used 
in their distribution, as there was in that of the priests, by 
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casting lots.: whereby they knew what Levites should 
wait, in every course with the sons of Aaron. 

Even the principal fathers over against their younger bre- 
thren^] This is expressed very obscurely ; but the meaning 
is, that the elder and younger had their places by lots, not 
by seniority of houses. They that were of greater dignity 
drew lots against those that were of less : and they were to 
take their courses, as they fell; either to the elder or the 
younger family. 



CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. MOREOVER David, and the captains of the 
host.] It is absurd to think, that the commanders in war 
meddled with ordering the tribe of Levi, and the service of 
the temple. Therefore by the host we are to understand 
(as our Mr. Thorndike well observes) the companies of 
priests, that waited upon the service of God at the temple : 
the captains of whom (i. e. the chief leaders), together with 
David, divided the singers, as they had done the priests, 
(chap. xxiv. 3. 6, 7.) Though elsewhere, (chap, xxiii. 6.) 
David alone is mentioned to have done it. (Rites of the 
Church, p. 230.) . , 

Separated to the service.] Of God in the temple. 

Of the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun.] 
These were the chief persons among the Levites, whose fa- 
milies were separated to the following service. 

Who should prophesy.] Sing psalms, which David and 
other prophets composed. For these young men were not 
prophets, as their fathers were; but are said to prophesy, 
because they sung in the service of God those Divine pro- 
phetical hymns, which were composed by their fathers, who 
were men divinely inspired. Thus the Talmudists say, in 
Bava-Bathra, cap. 1. that all the hymns we find in the Bible 
were made by Adam/ Melchisedec, Abraham, Moses, 
Asaph, Heman, Jeduthun, and David: who collected them 
into one volume. But this is a foolish tradition, and very 
new. 

With harps, and psalteries, and with cymbals.] There 
were also pipes, or hautboys, used upon several occasions, 
together with the trumpets. The difference between these 
three here mentioned is better described by Dr. Lightfoot 
out of Josephus, than by any I have met withal ; who ob- 
serves, that the other Israelites, if allied to the priests by 
marriage, might, if they had skill, join in this instrumental 
music ; but none besides the Levites in the vocal. See his 
Temple Service, chap. 7. sect. 2. where he likewise notes 
what psalms were to be sung every day of the week. 

And this was the first office of the Levites ; the two other 
are explained in the two following chapters. 

And the number of the workmen, according to the service, 
was.] It had better be translated, the number of the men of 
the ministry (i. e. of those who ministered in singing and 
playing or/ instruments), according to their service, v:as, as 
follows. 

Ver. 2. Of the sons of Asaph; Zaccur, and Joseph, and 
Nethaniah, and Asarclah, the sons of Asaph, under the hands 
of Asaph.] Under his government, as their precentor : or, 
who taught and instructed them in singing and music. 

Which prophesied according to the order of the king.] 
The Targum understand this, as if Asaph prophesied by ' 
the Holy Ghost, and was constituted the head of tliese by 
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the king. But the word prophecy is of very large extent; 
signifying sometimes, as 1 said before, nothing more, but 
singing divinely-inspired hymns. Thus Miriam is called a 
prophetess, (Exod. xv. 20.) because she led up the women 
to praise God, with timbrels and dances. And, indeed, 
music and singing were in ancient times had in such es- 
teem and veneration, that they who excelled in this faculty 
were looked upon as persons divinely moved. So Quinti- 
lian observes, as a known truth, lib. i. Instit. cap. 10. 
" Quis ignorat, musicen tantum jam illis antiquis tempori- 
bus non studii modo, verum etiam venerationis habuissc, 
ut iidem musici, et vates judicarentur." Who is so igno- 
rant as not to know that music, in those ancient times, was 
?iot only so much studied, but had in such veneration, that 
the same men, who were musicians, were accounted prophets 
and wise men ? 

Ver. 3. OfJeduthun: the sons of Jeduthxtn, Gedaliah, 
and Zeri, and Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, 
under the hands of their father Jeduthun.] Hero are but five 
named : but it appears afterward (ver; 17. when the lots 
were cast) there was another, whose name was Shimci: 
avIio being now very young, and not yet able either to sing 
or to play, is not named in this verse. But, that he might 
be instructed and learn both, he is chosen to be the head 
of a course, when he should be fit for it. * Thus D. Kimchi 
explains this matter. 

Who prophesied with a harp, to give thanks and to 
praise the Lord.'] The harp was a most noble instrument, 
-in which Jeduthun seems to be peculiarly skilled, and 
therewith praised God ; which is called prophesying. * 

Ver. 4. OfHeman: the sons oflleman; Bukkiah, Mat- 
taniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Ilanani, 
Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Joshbekashah, Mal- 
lothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth.] He had the most numerous 
issue of these three; and they all had families w T ho'were 
employed in this service. 

Ver. 5. All these tvere the sons ofHeman the king's seer.'] 
He was a prophet, in whose company the king delighted : 
and with whomhe advised in difficult affairs. 

In the words of God.'] Especially in Divine matters. 

To lift up the horn.'] In the temple they used also wind 
music: which many think to have been trumpets made of 
horn: but the priests only blew with trumpets in the tem- 
ple, while the Levites sung to those other instruments. 
Therefore others understand this, of the hymns they sung 
to magnify the power, greatness, and exaltation of David's 
kingdom : or rather, of the kingdom of the Messiah, whom 
Zachary in his song (Luko i. G9.) calls the horn of salva- 
tion. For the power of any thing in Scripture is expressed 
by a horn; in which lies the strength of some creatures. 
And from these words Victorinus Strigelius gathers, that 
Heman was David's seer in politic affairs, which belonged 
to the confirmation and settlement of his kingdom : " Cornu 
cnim significat regimen et regnum ;" for a horn signifies 
government and kingdom. But the first sense seems to me 
to be most natural, that at stated times they blew aloud 
with trumi>cts made of horns: for such, I suppose, they 
might use, though the priests only could blow with the sil- 
ver trumpets. And thus the famous Bochartus interprets 
these words, at set times to blow aloud tvith trumpets made 
of horns; in his preface to his Hicrozoicon. 

And God gave to Ileman fourteen sons and three daugh- 



ters.] Some have fancied there arc fifteen mentioned in the 
foregoing verse: but the Jows look upon Romamti-ezer as 
ononamc; and so we take it: whichis justified by ver. 31. 

Ver. G. All these tvere under the hands of their father for 
song in the house of the Lord, with cymbals, psalteries, and 
harps, for the service of the house of God.] The whole 
number of these was four-and-twenty, who, under their 
several fathers, Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman, regulated 
the choir in their singing and music: being the instructors 
and governors of those who were under them. It is likely 
they set the psalms to music which David composed: or, 
if he himself modulated them, they sung them in the tunes 
he directed, with the musical-instruments here mentioned. 

According to the king's order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and 
Heman.] These were prophets, w r ho composed many of 
the songs, whiich their sons Sung by their direction: as ap- 
pears from 2 Chron. xxix. 10. where it -is said they sung 
praises, " inthe words of David and Asaph the seer." 

Ver. 7. So the number of them, with their brethren that 
tvere instructed in the songs of the Lord, even all that werb 
cunning, was two hundred fourscore and eighth] This was 
the whole number of those who were skilful in sinking", 
who, under the persons beforementioned, were distributed 
(as it here follows) into several courses, after the same 
manner that the'pridsts had been: with w T hom they were to 
attend in their order. For twelve of these singers, with 
$heir governor, came and waited every week; at the end- 
of which they were succeeded by other twelve, till the 
course was finished: and then it bdgan again, where it did 
at first. Now twelve times twenty-tfour amount to two 
hundred fourscore and eight. 

It is no wonder that there- were so mkny of them found 
very skilful in singing and music: for David himself was 
a great musician and poet, and every one knows how much 
the inclination of the supreme governor serves to the pro- 
moting of arts among the people. 

Ver. 8. And they cast lots,tvard against ward.] Being 
thus distributed into twenty-four courses, they cast lots, 
one course against another, which should wait first, and in 
order succeed one another. 

As well the small as the great, the teacher as the scholar.] 
So that they did not begin and succeed one another, ac- 
cording to the order of age, or of learning, but as God dis- 
posed them by their lot. The last words [the teacher as the 
scholar] the LXX. translate rtXdwv koI fiavSavovrwv, those 
that were perfect, and those that were learners. They were 
called perfect who were masters of their art> able to in- 
struct others, who learnt of them. 

Ver. 9. Now, the first lot came forth for Asaph to Joseph.] 
Who was not his eldest son$ (see ver. 2.) After the word 
Joseph, we are to supply the words that follow in the rest 
of these classes, who, with his brethren and soils, were 
twelve: otherwise the number of -two hundred fourscore 
and eight (ver. 7.) will not be complete. 1 
- Tlie second to Gedaliah.] Who w r as the eldest son to Je- 
duthun, (ver. 3.) "' 

Wlto, with his brethren and sons, were twelve.] These 
words, as Rasi observes, are to be referred to Joseph as 
well as Gedaliah: for he mentions them both, in one and 
the same verse; and therefore he only saith once with 
respect to both, he and his sons and brethren : whereby 
brethren is meant their kindred. 
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Ver. 10. The third to Zaccar, he, his, sons and his bre- 
thren, were twelve.'] He was the eldest son. of Asaph, 
(ver. 2.) 

Ver. U. The fourth to Iiri,.&c] Called Zeri, ver. 3. 
who was the second son of Jeduthun. 

Ver. 12. Hie fifth to Nethaniah, &c.] This lot fell upon 
the third son of Asaph, (ver. 2.) 

Ver. 13. The sixth toBukhiah, &c.] Who was the eldest 
son of Heman, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 14. TJie seventh to Jesharelah, &c.] Called Asarelah, 
ver. 2. the youngest son of Asaph. 

Ver. 15. The eighth to Jeshaiah, &c.] Who was the third 
son of Jeduthun, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 16. The ninth to Mattaniah, &c.] Who was the 
second son of Heman, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 17. TJie tenth to Shimei, &c] The youngest son of 
Jeduthun, as I have noted upon ver. 3. 

Ver. 18. The eleventh to Azareel, &c.] The third son of 
Heman, who is called Uzziel in the same verse. 

Ver. 19. The twelfth to Hashabiah, Sec.] The fourth son 
of Jeduthun, (ver. 4.) 

Ver. 20. The thirteenth to Shubael, &c] The fourth son 
of Heman, called Shebuel, ver. 4. 

Ver. 21. TJie fourteenth to Mattithiah, &c] Who was 
the fifth son of Jeduthun, (ver. 3.) 

Ver. 22. Hie fifteenth to Jeremoth, &c] The fifth son of 
Heman, (ver. 4.) / 

Ver. 23. The sixteenth to Hananiah, &c] The next son 
of Heman. 

Ver. 24. The seventeenth' is Joshbehashah, 8cc.] Who 
was the eleventh son of Heman. 

Ver. 25. The eighteenth to Hanani.] Who was the 
seventh son of Heman. 

Ver. 26. Tlie nineteenth to Mallothi, &c.] Who was the 
twelfth son of Heman. 

Ver. 27. Tlie twentieth to Eliathah, &c.] Who was the 
eighth son of Heman. 

Ver. 28. The one-and-twentieth to Hothir, Sec.] Who 
was the thirteenth son of Heman. 

Ver. 29. Tlie tiuo-and-twentieth to Giddalti, &c] Who 
was the ninth son of Heman. 

Ver. 30. The three-and-twentieth to Mahazioth, &c] 
Who was the youngest son of Heman. 

Ver. 31. The four-and-twentieth to Romamti-ezer, &c] 
The tenth son of Heman. 

Thus all things were disposed, for the preserving order, 
and avoiding all disputes about precedence : there being 
no respect had in this Divine distribution to their birth, but 
the younger in course preceded the elder. 



CHAP. XXVL 

Ver. 1. CONCERNING the divisions of the porters.] 
As some of the Levites were chosen to be singers (of which 
an account is given in the foregoing chapter), so others 
were appointed to bp porters. Which were fixed offices 
(as Dr. Lightfoot observes) which they might not change : 
none of them being permitted to intrude into the office of 
the other; and neither of them into the priesthood. It 
was an office of great dignity, and men of the best quality 
were put into it: they having tho charge of the holy things, 
(ver. 20. 22. 24. 26.) • - 



Of the .Korhites was Meshelemiah.] Called Shelemiah, 
ver. 14. . . 

TJie son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph.] Not of Asaph 
the musician, mentioned in the foregoing chapter, for ho 
was of the family of Gershon, (ver. 41.) but of another 
Asaph, called Eliasaph, and sometimes Jasaph, of the line 
of Kohath, (chap. vi. 23. ix. 19.) ;. . 

Ver. 2. And the sons of Meshelemiah were Zechariah 
the first-born, Jediael the second, Zebadiah the third, Jath- 
niel the fourth. 

Ver. 3. Elam the fifth, Jehohanan the sixth, Elioenai the 
seventh. 

Ver. 4. Moreover, the sons of Obed+Edom.were Shemaiah 
the first-born, Jehozabad the second, Joah the third, and 
Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the fifth. 

Ver. 5. Ammiel the sixth, Issachar the seventh, Pealthai 
the eighth; for God blessed him.] With a numerous off- 
spring, as the Targum glosses upon the last words: be- 
cause he entertained the ark in his house with great rever- 
ence. Upon which account God did him the honour to 
let him see of his sons and grandsons fourscore and two: 
who were chief men among the Levites. This the Targum 
had said before, one only being wanting of this number. 
(See upon chap. xiii. 14.) But what the Scripture saith is 
sufficient to shew how God blessed him with a numerous 
posterity, without the help of such monstrous stories as 
some of the Jews relate. . , t ,''.♦»„ 

Ver. 6. Also unto Shemaiah his son were sons born, that 
ruled throughout the house of their father*] Being men of 
great authority in that family. 

For they were mighty men of valour.] Which was re- 
quisite in men who had this office : for they were to watch, 
and guard the house of God, night and day. And not only 
to open and shut the doors of the mountain of the house, 
and of the court of the women (for the priests opened and 
shut the gates of the other courts), but to attend there to; 
prevent any thing that might be done to the prejudice of 
the peace, safety, and purity of the place. And likewise, 
as appears by what follows, they had the guard of some 
treasures, which required men of courage to defend them. 
. Ver.. 7. The sons of Shemaiah ; Othni, and Rephael, and 
Obed, Elzabad (whose brethren werestrong men), Elihu, and 
Semachiah.] Their names are recorded, with two of their 
brethren, or cousins: who are likewise noted to be strong 
men. That is, not only men of great bodily strength, but. 
of great courage and resolution. So it is translated in the 
margin, out of the Hebrew, sons of valour. But strength 
of body was a principal requisite in this service; for the 
doors of the temple were so massy and weighty, that the 
hands of many men (as Josephus saith) were needful to 
open and shut them. 

Ver. 8. All these of the sons of Obed-Edom; they, and 
their sons, and their brethren, able men for strengthfor the 
service, were threescore and two of Obed-Edom.] This was a 
great number, which he lived to see descended from him, 
and from his sons. 

Ver. 9. And Meshelemiah had sons and brethren, strong 
men, eighteen.] Still their strength is mentioned, as a qua-, 
lification for this service. 

Ver. 10. Also Hosah, of the sons of Merari, had sons; 
Simri the chief (for though he was not the first-born, yet his 
father made him the chief).] Because his elder brother was 
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feeble, or some other way unfit for the service. For, as 
Jacob gave the kingdom to Judah, and the priesthood to 
Levi, and putHenbenhis first-born from his right, because 
of his crime; so there was some weighty cause, no doubt, 
why this man had the right of primogeniture given him, 
which was not to be altered upon the account of affection, 
(Dent. xxi. 16, 17.) 

Vcr. 11. Hilkiah the second, Tebaliah the third, Zecha- 
riah the fourth: all the sons and brethren o/Hosahivere 
thirteen.] Who arc not all named, but these who arc the 
principal. 

Vcr. 12. Among these were the divisions of the porters, 
even among the chief men.'] They were distributed into 
courses, as the priests and Levites were: and these were 
principal commanders over them: being the most illus- 
trious among their brethren, and therefore particularly 
named. - * 

- Having wards one against another.] Having charges or 
custodies answerable to their brethren; that is, to the Le- 
vites, who attended as these did. 

To minister in the house of the Lord.] This was not a 
vile ministry (as the word porter sounds among us), but 
they were like the standing guard of a king in his palace: 
and so the word, I observed before, had better be rendered. 
(See ix. 17.) Who kept the treasures of the temple, as it 
follows, (vcr. 20. 26.) and officers and judges also were 
chosen out of them, (ver. 29, 30. 32.) which shews they 
were eminent persons: some of them being very learned 
and wise; (ver. 14.) though, I suppose, they were not judges 
of the law, but of other matters. 

Ver. 13. And they cast lots, as well the small as the 
great.] Without respect to their age or diguity. 

According to the house of their fatlters.] Every family 
having a distinct lot drawn for it. 

For every gate.] That it might be determined at what 
gate of the temple they were to wait. 

Ver. 14. And the lot eastward fell to Shelemiah.] AVho is 
called Meshelcmiah, vcr. 1. 

TJien for Zechariah his son (a ivise counsellor ) they cast 
lots, and his lot came out northward.] He was as much re- 
puted for prudence, as others were for strength or valour: 
and it was as necessary in the management of many of 
their affairs. 

Vcr. 15. To Obed-Edom southward; and to his sons the 
house of Asuppim.] Many learned men take Asnppim to 
signify the treasury of the temple, or the place where 
things dedicated were laid up. This they ground, first, 
upon the import of the word, which betokens collections, 
or gatherings, as we translate it in the margin: and, se- 
condly, because Obed-Edom (whoso sons are here said to 
be placed at Asupphn) is said in 2 Chron. xxv. 24. to have 
the custody of the treasures. But, though this be granted, 
it still remains a very difficult matter to find where Asup- 
pim was. After a long discussion of it, Dr. Lightfoot con- 
cludes, that Asuppim were two gates in the western wall, 
which stood most south, or nearest to Jerusalem; and 
that the house of Asuppim was a large building which run 
between them, and was a treasury of divers rooms for lay- 
ing up things that served the uso of the temple. (Seo 
Temple Service, chap. 5. sect. 3.) 

Ver. 16. To Shuppim and Hosah the lot came forth west- 
ward, with the gate Shallccheth, by the causey of the going 
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up.] This gate which in Solomon's time was called Shal- 
lecheth, in the time of Herod's temple was called the gate 
ofCoponius. Which is said here to be by the causey of 
the going up : because it was by that ascent which'Solomon 
made for his own passage up from his own house to the 
temple, (1 Kings x,5. 2 Chron. ix. 4.) Which Josephus 
thus expresses (as Dr. Lightfoot observes), A gate led to 
the king's house from the temple, the valley between them 
being fdled up for the passage. From whence the gate was 
called by the namo of Shallechcth, which signifies casting 
up; because of the causey that was cast up to lead to it 
from the king's palace : this being the ordinary way to the 
house of God. 

Ward against ward.] I suppose the meaning is, that 
they guarded each of these gates of Asuppim : or, as 
others take it, they guarded by turns; when one went off, 
another coming on. But the most learned Dr. Alix (whom 
I consulted about it) thinks these words signify, that their 
stations wxre at the four points of heaven, opposite one to 
the other. 

Ver. 17. Eastward were six Levites, northward four a 
day, southward four a day, and towards Asuppim two and 
two.] That is, two at each gate of Asuppim beforemen- 
tioned. The distribution of the porters into four-arid-twenty 
courses, is not so plainly and distinctly set down in Scrip- 
ture, as is the distribution of the priests and singers. Yet 
(as Dr. Lightfoot observes) it may be fairly concluded from 
two places: whereof this is one, in these two verses, 16, 
17. where the fathers of the porters are summed up to the 
very same number that the first fathers of the other courses 
were, viz. to four-and-twenty. Among all theporters (saith 
Kimchi on this place) there were four-and-twenty, accord- 
ing to the rest of the courses; six on the east side, four on the 
north, four on the south, at Asuppim two and two (four in 
all), four on the west, and two at Parbar: behold, four-and- 
twenty. The other place is 2 Chron. viii. 14. where the 
porters go in the very same equipage (as he speaks), as to 
the matter of division into courses, with the priests and the 
singers. (Sec Temple Service, chap. 7.) 

Ver. 18. At Parbar tvestward, four at the causey, and 
two at Parbar.] This gate, it appears from this place, was 
in the west quarter, and the west gato to the causey, or 
Shallechcth. It signifies, some think, the same with 
Parvar, which betokens suburbs: for it led to the suburbs, 
that is, that part of the city which was called Millo. Which' 
was the valley at the west end of Mount Moriah, in which 
Jerusalem andZionmet; replenished with buildings in Da- 
vid's and Solomon's time, 2 Sam. v. 9. 1 Kings xi. 27. (See 
Dr. Lightfoot, in his Survey of the Temple, chap. 5. sect. 2.) 

Vcr. 19. These are the divisions of the porters among the 
sons ofKore, and among the sons of Merari.] These courses 
were made up of the Levites of these two great families. 

Ver. 20. And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the trea- 
sures of the house of God, and over the treasures of the de- 
dicated things.] By the treasures of the house of God, are 
meant such things as were of ordinary use and employ- 
ment in the temple; such as the vessels, vestments, tithes, 
wine, oil, and other things that were commonly used; toge- 
ther with such as were offered to the treasury, either as a 
due (as was the half shekel), or voluntarily, as money or 
vessels, for the repair of the house of God, and advance- 
ment of the service there. By the treasures of the dedicated 
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things, are meant whatsoever their kings or great com- 
manders had consecrated and dedicated for Divine uses; 
which lay as a stock for the temple, and monuments of 
their devotion. 

Ver. 21. As concerning the sons ofLaadan; the son of 
the Gershonite Laadan, chief fathers, even ofLaadan the 
Gershonite, were Jehieli.] This was an eminent man of that 
family. (See xxiii. 7.) 

Ver. 22. The son of Jehieli; Zetham, and Joel his bro- 
ther*] See xxiii. 8. where he is called Jehiel. 

Which were over the treasures of the house of the Lord.] 
From hence Dr. Lightfoot gathers, that as some of the 
treasures of the house of God were under the care and 
charge of the porters, (see ix. 2G.) so the rest, and the trea- 
sures of dedicated things, w T ere committed to the care and 
charge of other Levites, who were neither porters nor 
singers. 

Ver. 23. Of the Amramites, and the Izharites, the He- 
bronites, and the Uzzielites.] Several persons of these fa- 
milies were employed as they that are mentioned in the 
foregoing verse. 

Ver. 24. And Shebuel the son of Gershom, the son of 
Moses, was ruler of the treasures.] This is the sole honour, 
that we read of hitherto, conferred upon any of the poste- 
rity of Moses; one of which was advanced to a great au- 
thority, being the overseer of all the treasures, and their 
officers. By treasures, I suppose, is here meant those of 
the house of the Lord; for another was over the dedicated 
things, (ver. 26.) 

Ver. 25. And hi$ brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his son, 
and Jeshaiah his son, and Joram his son, and Zichri his son, 
and Shelomith his son.] These, I suppose, were under She-' 
buel, as their chief ruler. 

Ver. 2G. Which Shelomith and his brethren were over 
all the treasures of the dedicated things.] Here is another 
of Moses's posterity (by his younger son) preferred to a 
great office': to have the.chargo of those things which 
were dedicated for the service of God, in which his bre- 
thren were to assist him. 

Which David the king.] Out of his great piety, had dedi- 
cated in abundance, to the building of the temple, (xxii.14.) 

And the chief fathers, the captains over thousands and 
hundreds.] Such as by the counsel of Jethro (Exod.xviii.) 
were constituted to assist in the government of the people. 

And the captains of the host, had dedicated.] The great 
military men imitated the rulers in the civil government in 
this piety: or such as are called captains of the host, xxv.l. 

Ver. 27. Out of the spoils won in battles did they dedicate 
to maintain the house of the Lord.'] As David gave a vast 
treasure to the building of the house, so these men dedi- 
cated a part of their spoil to the support and repair of it, 
as there should be occasion, after it was built. 

Ver. 28. And all that Samuel the seer, and Saul the son 
of Kish, and Abner the son ofNer, and Joab the son ofZe- 
ruiali, had dedicated.] He mentions particularly some great 
benefactors, to honour their memory, and to be examples 
to posterity. And Samuel seems to have begun, and led 
the way to the rest that followed. For he, I suppose, by 
the spirit of prophecy, foresaw the nation would be so 
well settled in tho land, that a house would be built for 
the service of God: and therefore ho dedicated part of 
the spoils, which he got in the battles he fought, while he 



was judge of the people of Israel. Which example Saul, 
Abner, and Joab, imitated. And they all took it from the 
ancient piety of the great patriarch Abraham, who gave 
the tenth of the spoils which he won to Melchisedec, 
God's high-priest. . The like did the princes of the people 
of Israel, after their victory over the Midianites; as we 
read Numb, xxxi; 

And whosoever had dedicated any thing.] There were 
many, no doubt, who were disposed to the same piety be- 
sides these named. 

It was under the hand of Shelomith, and of his brethren.] 
He was a man of eminent probity and prudence; other- 
wise so great a trust w r ould not have been reposed in him. 

Ver. 29. Of the Izharites, Chenaniah and his sons were 
for the outward business.] That is, the business without the 
city of Jerusalem; which neither belonged to the singers, 
nor the porters, whose business was within the city: but 
what this outward business was, is not easily resolved. 
Kimchi and other Hebrew doctors think, it was to cut 
down trees in the woods, and to hew stones, and to see the 
fields ploughed, and the vineyards and gardens planted 
and dressed, which by devout persons had been dedicated 
to the service of God : but there doth not seem to be any 
thing belonging to such matters in these words. For 
though shoterim, or officers, might possibly have something 
to do in such matters, yet, what business there was in 
these things for the judges (on whom these officers attend- 
ed) none can imagine. And this outward business being 
over Israel, as it here follows, it does not denote their care 
of the fruits* consecrated by the Israelites, nor the govern- 
ment of those who gathered those fruits; but some autho- 
rity over the Israelites themselves; such as is described in 
the following verse. See Bertram, de Hepub. Jud. p. 12G. 
whose opinion is approved by Conringius; which is, that 
they were assessors with the ordinary judges. 

Over Israeli] Not over all the people of Israel, hut over 
a part of them : for those about Jordan were under another 
jurisdiction, as appears by the next verse. 

For officers and judges.] For such employments as are 
mentioned in the following verse. 

Ver. 30. And of the Hebronites, Hashabiah and his bre- 
thren, men of valour, a thousand and seven hundred, were 
officers among them of Israel on this side Jordan westward '.] 
This was a vast number : therefore their officers were of 
several sorts (as it follows), not only in Divine, but in civil 
affairs. 

In all business of the Lord, and in the service of the king.] 
The work or business of the Lord, was to take care of all 
things belonging to religion : among which Divine employ- 
ments, no doubt, this was the chief, to Judge the people 
according to the law of God ; and to see their sentence 
put in execution. For their judges judged for the Lord, 
as Jehoshaphat tells them, 2 Chron. xix. 6. and they had 
officers, called shoterim, to see their judgment take effect. 
But the word shoterim doth not signify merely the ministers 
of the judges : but also such persons who had some minis- 
try committed to them; to correct offenders, and to punish 
them; or to bring them before the judges to be punished 
by them. For they are not only joined with judges (as I 
have often before observed), but frequently put before them 
in this book: and, therefore, it is hard to find one word 
to comprehend the whole work of these officers; who were 
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employed both in peace and in war, as our learned Nic. 
Fuller observes, in his Miscellanies, lib. ii. cap. 20. 

As for the business of the king, some think, it was tho 
gathering his tribute, or perhaps publishing his orders and 
commands, and the like. (See Grotius, do Juro Sum. Pot. 
circa Sacra, p. 390.) 

Ver. 31. Among the Ilebronites ivas Jerijah the chief, even 
among the Ilebronites, according to the generations of their 
fathers.] He was the principal person among the sons of 
Hebron, as we find before, xxiii. 19. 

In 'the fortieth year of the reign of king David, they were 
sought for, and there were found among them mighty men 
of valour at Jazer of Gilead.] In the last year of king 
David's reign, not only these things mentioned in this 
chapter were established, but all the other ordinances 
which we read of in the foregoing, as the Hebrew com- 
mentators observe. And his care extended itself to the 
utmost parts of his dominion, where he sought for men fit 
to be put into these offices, on tho other sido of Jordan : 
and found many persons of great courage at Jazcr in 
Gilead, and the territory belonging to it; among whom 
Jerijah was the chief: Jazer was a city given to the chil- 
dren of Merari, (Josh. xxi. 39.) 

Ver. 32. And his brethren, men of valour, were two thou- 
sand seven hundred chief fathers, whom David made rulers 
over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half tribe of Ma- 
nasseh.] This was a great number to be employed in so 
small a country ; when on the other side of Jordan (besides 
those under Chenaniah) there were but one thousand and 
seven hundred. But the reason was, that they lived a 
great way from Jerusalem, and therefore needed more to 
inspect, and admonish them of their duty, lest they should 
forget their relation to the temple, or grow sluggish in the 
worship of God, or embrace the religion of their neigh- 
bours, as Pcllicanus observes. 

For every matter pertaining to God, and affairs of the 
king.] It was the more necessary, there should be such a 
numbeT of officers among them, to keep them in their obe- 
dience to the king, as well as in their duty to God. For 
there was danger of their desertion from their, sovereign, 
who lived at a great distance, and was separated from them 
by the river Jordan. And nothing could be more perni- 
cious, as he likewise observes, than the rending of the king- 
dom, and neglect of the Divine service. 

From these words it appears very plainly, as Johannes 
Vorstius notes, (in his dissertation de Synedriis Hcbraeo- 
rum, sect. 3G.) that the same persons took care of the things 
or causes pertaining to God, and those concerning the 
king. For nothing hindered that one and the same col- 
lege of judges might judge both kind of things, whether 
spiritual, as we distinguish, or, civil. And he thinks, no 
interpretation of the things' of God, and the things of the 
king, is so probable, as. that which I have given before: 
that by the things of God, are meant such things as might 
be judged by the Divine law; and tho things of the king, 
such as could not be determined by the laAV, but were 
left to the judgment of the king. Who could not abrogate 
theancicnt laws, being bound to study the book of the law^ 
all the days of his life, (Dcut.xvii.) and judge according 
to it. But all things being hot there defined, or not so 
clearly and plainly that they could be determined by those 
laws, the king, or those whom he entrusted in his stead, 



gave sentence in such matters and could make new laws, 
provided they did not contradict tho old. 



CHAP. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. jy OWthe children of Israel after their number, to 
wit, the chief fathers and captains of thousands and hundreds, 
and their officers, that served the king in any matter of the 
courseSyWhicli came in andwent out monthly month through- 
out all the months of the year, of every course were twenty 
and four thousand.] After the settlement of ecclesiastical 
affairs, here is an account given how the militia, as wo 
may call it, of tho kingdom was settled in such order, that 
it might be serviceable. They were distributed into twelve 
legions, consisting each of twenty-four thousand men; 
avIio were commanded by one of the chief of the fathers: 
under whom there were captains of thousands, such. as we 
now callcolonels, which were twenty-four in every legion, 
commanding a thousand men. And . then centurions under 
them, or captains of hundreds; and under them inferior 
officers. Each of these generals attended, with the legions, 
one month, for the security of the king and kingdom : at the 
end of which they, marched off, and another legion, with 
their general, succeeded; So that their course came but 
once in a year/ for one month, which made it no considera- 
ble burden to them : there being so many valiant men then 
in the nation, that without much damage such a number 
might be in arms, for so short a season. Pellicanus thinks, 
this order was instituted in tlie beginning of David's reign, 
but was interrupted by many wars he had abroad ; and not 
rencAvcd till his last years, when he established it again, 
and left his kingdom to Solomon thus governed. Sec Ber- 
tram, de Rcpub. Jud. p. 133. who observes, that after this 
Ave never read of. the Chcrethitcs and Pelethites; these 
troops being settled in their room. 

Ver. 2. Over the first course, for the first month, was Ja- 
shobeam the son ofZabdiel: and in his course were twenty 
and four thousand.] Now he sets down the names of the 
chief commander of every legion : and Jashobcam seems 
to have been the first of his mighty men, mentioned xi. 11. 
2 Sam. xxiii. S. 

Ver. 3. Of the children of Perez was the chief of all the 
captains of the host for the first month.] The forenamed 
Jashobcam was of the children of Pharez, the son of 
Judah : which tribe had the honour to have the first chief 
commander chosen out of it. - 

Ver. 4. And over the course of the second month was 
Dodai an Ahohite, and of his course was Mikloth also the 
ruler: in his course likewise were twenty and four thou- 
sand.] This Dodo (as he is called in 2 Sam. xxiii. 9.) was 
another of David's mighty men : who had for his lieutenant 
(when he was absent) Mikloth ; who, we may suppose, is 
therefore here mentioned, because he was a person of 
great eminence, and had some considerable command in 
this course. 

* Ver. 5. The third captain of the host, for the third month, 
tvas Benaiah the son ofJehoiada, a chief priest.] Or rather, 
a chief prince, as the Hebrew word cohen often signifies: 
(See upon 2 Sam. viii. 18. xx. 2G.) for it is certain, nei- 
ther Benaiah nor his father was high-priest, or second 
priest; but Abiathar and Zadok were in those offices. 
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And in his course were twenty and four thousand. 

Veiv6\ TJiis is that Benaiah, who tvas mighty among the 
thirty, and above the thirty .] He was one of David's wor- 
thies, who had done such mighty acts, that this Divine 
writer did not think fit here to mention him, without a 
mark of honour set upon him. (See 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. 23.) 

And in his course tvas Ammizabad his son.'] He was his 
deputy, when his father could not attend this duty himself; 
having another office of great dignity, wherein he served as 
captain of the Cherethites and Pelethites, (2 Sam. 'viii. IS.) 
Of whom, I observed before, we never read after the time 
of David: but it is likely were kept up while they lived, 
though there was no need of them, after these Courses were 
settled. 

Vcr. 7. The fourth captain, for the fourth month, was 
Asahel the brother of Joab.] This confirms Pellicanus's 
opinion, that David instituted these courses in the begin- 
ning of his reign : for Asahel was killed while David 
reigned in Hebron, before he was king over all Israel, and 
settled at Jerusalem. He also was one of David's wor- 
thies, (2 Sam. xxiii. 24.) 

And Zebadiahhis son after him.'] He had the honour to 
succeed his father in this great command, when he was 
slain. 

Ver. 8. The fifth captain, for the fifth month, was Sham- 
liuth the Izrahite, &c] It is very probable, that this was 
that valiant man called Shammah, 2Saim.xxiii.il. and 
Shammath in this book, xi. 27. 

Ver. 0. The sixth captain, for the sixth month, teas Ira 
the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,&c] He is mentioned among 
the thirty mighty men in 2 Sam. xxiii. 20. and in this book, 
xi.28. 

Vcr. 10. The seventh captain, for the seventh month, teas 
Helez the Pelonite, of the children of Ephraim, &c] He is 
called the Paltite in 2 Sam. xxiii. 2G. and, for the honour 
of that tribe, he is said here to be of the children of 
Ephraim. • 

Vcr. 11. The eighth captain, for the eighth month, was 
Sibbecai the Hushathite of the Zarkites, &c] One of that 
family that was eminent in the tribe of Judah descended 
from Caleb, (ii. 53.) He slew one of the sons of the 
giant, in a battle with the Philistines, (2 Sam. xxi. IS.) 

Ver. 12. The ninth captain, for the ninth month, tvas A bi- 
ezer the Anetothite, of the Benjamites.] He also is men- 
tioned among the thirty mighty men in 2 Sam. xxiii. 27. 

Ver. 13. The tenth captain, for the tenth month, tvas Ma- 
harai the Netophathite, of the Zarhites, Sec] One -of the 
same mighty men, (2 Sam. xxiii. 28.) 

Ver.14. TJie eleventh captain, for the eleventh month, tvas 
Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the children of Ephraim.] Who 
is also there mentioned, ver. 30. but here it is added of 
what tribe he was. 

Vcr. 15. The twelfth captain, for the twelfth month, was 
Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel,&c] He is called 
Hcled in this book, chap. xi. 30. and Heleb in 2 Sara, 
xxiii. 29. 

Ver. 10. Furthermore, over the tribes of Israel.] Be- 
sides the twelve great captains beforcmentioned, who com- 
manded, each of them, twenty and fouT thousand men ; 
every tribe had a ruler, (who are called the princes of the 
tribes of Israel, ver. 22.) who had the chief authority anibng 
them, under the king. 



The ruler of the Reubenites was Eliezer the son ofZichri: 
of the Simeonites; Shephatidh the son of Maachah.] He 
reckons up the tribes in order according to their birth- 
right, by Leah. 

Ver. 17. Of the Levites; Hashabiah the son ofKemuel.'] 
He is mentioned before, (xxvi. 30.) 
1 OftheAaronites; Zadok.] They were not a distinct tribe, 
but of a distinct order, from the rest of the Levites: and 
therefore had a peculiar chief to preside over them, viz. 
Zadok. Who (as Bertram thinks) had the chief authority 
at the tabernacle in Gibeon, as Abiatharhad at Jerusalem, 
where the ark was. 

Ver.. 18. Of Judah; Elihu, one of the brethren of David.] 
Called Eliab in 1 Sam. xvi. 6. 

Of Issachar; Omri the son of Michael.] He was the fifth 
son of Leah, and therefore is reckoned next to Judah, who 
was the fourth, (Gen. xxx. 17, 18.) 

Ver. 19. Of Zebnlun; Ishmaiah the son ofObddialu] He 
wais the next son of Leah, (Gen xxx. 20.) 

OfNaphtali; Jerirnoth the son of Azriel.] Though Dan 
was the first-born of Bilhah, (Gen. xxx. G.) yet that tribe 
is put last, and Naphtali, who was the next son, put before 
him. For what reason we cannot tell. 

Ver. 20. Of the children of Ephraim ; Hosliea the son of 
Azaziah : of the half tribe of Manasseh; Joel the son ofPe- 
daiah.] This is meant of that half tribe, which had its por- 
tion on this side Jordan, near to Ephraim. 

Ver. 21. OfthehalfiribeofManassehinGilead.] On the 
oth6r side Jordan, where the Reubenites and Gadites were. 

Iddo the son of Zechariah.] It doth not appear of what 
family he was, but it is likely'one of that tribe. 

Of Benjamin; Jaasiel the son ofAbner.] It seems the 
family of Abner, who was the greatest man in the kingdom 
of Israel, continued in high authority after his death. 

Ver. 22. Of Dan ; Azareel the son of Jerohdm. Tliese 
were the princes of the tribes of Israel.] That is, of those 
tribes beforementioned. But Gad and Asher are omitted, 
of which we can give no certain account : perhaps they 
were under the government of the ruler of some neighbour- 
ing tribe. For Asher, dwelling in very narrow bounds be- 
tween Naphtali and Zcbulun, might be under the command 
of him that governed either of them : and Gad, some think, 
was comprehended under the Reubenites. 

Ver. 23. But David took not the nnmb&r of 'them .] That 
Is, of Israel, whom he had spoken of before. 
* From twenty .years old and under.] But only of those 
who were above the age of twenty years. 

Because the Lord had said he would increase Israel like 
to the stars of the heavens.] This was the reason, "Pellica- 
nus thinks, that God was so angry with David for number- 
ing the people : which he had promised should '-be so 
many, that they should not be numbered. Which promise 
God would have to be believed, without attempting to 
prove the truth of it. But these words seem to me to con- 
fute that opinion : for they rather signify, that David for- 
bore to number all the people, because he would not 
question that promise, and contented himself with an ac- 
count of those that were fit to go to war, xxi. 4. (See my 
notes upon 2 Sam. xxiv. 10.) 

Ver. 24. Joab the son of Zemiah began to number, but he 
finished not.] For he did not number those of Levi and 
Benjamin ; as we *cad before in this book, chap. xxi. G. 
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Because there fell wrath for it against Israel.'] This seems 
to import, that before Joab had finished his account the 
plague began ; which put a stop to his proceedings. 

Neither was the number put in the account of the Chroni* 
clcsof king David.] An account of the number as far as he 
went, was givfcn by Joab to the king : but the king being 
sensible of his error, would not havo it recorded in the 
public registers of the kingdom, as other things of daily oc- 
currence were. Yet the memory of it is preserved in these 
holy books, to teach all posterity not to put their trust in 
the arm of flesh. 

Ver. 2o. And over the king's treasures was Azmaveth the 
son ofAdiel: and over the storehouses in the fields, in the 
cities, and in the villages, and in the castles, was Jehonathan 
the son of Uzziah.] The former of these was the principal 
officer in the exchequer, as wo now speak, who received 
the king's money from the under-officers, and was account- 
able for it ; and lived at Jerusalem, where he issued it out, 
according to the king's orders. But there was another in 
the country out of Jerusalem, who received the tribute of 
all kinds, which the people were to pay him: which he 
laid up in storehouses, that were built in several places 
for that purpose. 

Ver. 26. And over them that did the work of the field, for 
tillage of the ground, wasEzri the son of Chelub.] Besides 
the tribute paid by the people of corn, wine, oil, &c. the 
king had land of his own ; where he kept servants to till 
the ground. And this person was set over them, to see they 
were not idle, and that they were honest in gathering the 
fruits of the earth, and sending them to the storehouses. 

Ver. 27. And over the vineyards was Shimei the Ramath- 
ite.~] He looked after the vine-dressers. 

Over the increase of the vineyards for the wine-cellars 
was Zabdi the Shiphmite.] His office was to sec the wine 
pressed, out of the, grapes, and carried into the cellars; 
where it was laid up. 

Ver. 28. And over the olive-trees, and the sycamore-trees 
that were in the tow plains, was Baal-hanan the Gederite.] 
This shews that David was a great husband, as we speak, 
and had ground proper for all sort of fruits; which was 
managed by his own servants. For, as I have often ob- 
served, the greatest men in those times studied the improve- 
ment of their ground, of what sort soever it was. 

And over the cellars of oil was Joash.] It appears, from 
many places, that a great part of their revenue lay in oil : 
which required great care, as wine did, in the looking 
after it. 

Ver. 29. And over the herds that fed in Sharon was 
Shitrai the Sharonite: and over the herds that were in the 
valleys was Shaphat the son ofAdlai.] He had great store 
of cattle also in his pastures, particularly in Sharon, which 
was a place noted for its fruitfulness, as we read in the 
prophet Isaiah, chap, xxxiii. 9. xxxv. 2. And so St. Je- 
rome testifies, " Omnis rcgio Saron," &c. all the region of 
Saron, about Lydda, Joppa,and Jamnia, was apt for feed- 
ing of flocks. (Sec Isa. lxv. 10.) There was another Sharon 
besides this near the Mediterranean, which was in the cast 
beyond Jordan (as I observed upon chap. v. 1G. of this 
book), where the Gadites inhabited, who abounded in cat- 
tle; and therefore were planted by Moses in this region, 
and in Bashan, which was another rich country for pasture. 
(See I/Empereur, upon Bava-kama.) And therefore here 



David, it is likely, bred a gwat many cattle, both in the 
mountains and in the valleys ; and had particular officers 
to look after them, they being very many. For here, as he 
observes out of Maimonides, there were great numbers of 
calves bred, which women had the care of, and were brought 
from hence to other places to be sold. 

Ver. 30. Over the camels also was Obil the Ishmaelite.] 
An Ishmaelite was the fittest person t6 look after the breed 
of camels, because that country abounded with them, and 
they best understood their nature. And this person seems 
to have had his name from his office. For as ibil, in Ara- 
bic, signifies a camel, so abal, and abil, a keeper of camels : 
as Bochart notes in his Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 2. 

And over the asses teas Jehdeiah the Meronothite.] This 
was a great part of men's riches in old times ; for we find 
Ana feeding his father's asses in Gen. xxxvi. 24. In which 
book we find them reckoned among the wealth of the an- 
cient patriarchs: and the Israelites took no less than 
threescore and one thousand of them from the Midianites, 
Numb. xxxi. 34. And in this book we read of two thou- 
sand taken from the Hagarites, (chap. v. 21.) And when 
the Jews returned out of the captivity of Babylon, they 
were become so rich, that they brought away with them six 
thousand seven hundred and twenty asses; as Nchemiah 
relates, chap. vii. 69. 

Ver. 31. And over the flocks was Jaziz the Hagarite. All 
these.were the rulers of the substance which was king Da- 
vid's.] The flocks of sheep, no doubt, were very numerous ; 
but among all the flocks and herds there is no mention 
made of swine, as Bochartus observes". Nor had the pa- 
triarchs any that we read of, when mention is made of their 
possessions. Nor had Job any in Arabia, though he had 
a vast number of other cattle. Nor did the Israelites ever 
take any of these as spoil from their enemies. And there- 
fore Gadara, where swine were kept in Judea (as we read 
in the gospel), was a Greek city, not a Jewish, as Josephus 
tells us. (See Hierozoicon* par. i. lib. i. cap. 51.) 

Ver. 32. Also Jonathan, David's %incle, was a counsellor, 
a wise man, and a scribe.] He was one of the privy-coun- 
cil ; being a man of great wisdom, and also skilful in the 
law : for so the word sopher (which we render scribe) sig- 
nifies. A very learned author thinks it signifies a secretary 
of state, or rather a chancellor. 

And Jehiel the son ofHachmoni was with the king's sons.] 
He also, no doubt, was a man of great understanding, being 
a tutor, as we speak, or governor to the king's sons. 

Ver. 33. And Ahithophel was the king's counsellor: and 
Hushai the Archite was the king's companion.] Ahithophel 
seems to have been president of the council: but Hushai 
was his favourite (being called David's friend), in whose 
company he most delighted, and whom he trusted with his 
greatest secrets. 

Ver. 34. And after Ahithophel was Jehoiada the son of 
Benaiah, and Abiathar.] After Ahithophel had made away 
himself, these two were the principal counsellors; as Kim- 
chi and other Jewish doctors understand these words. But 
others think the meaning is, that next to him these two were 
accounted the ablest men that David advised withal : but o/- 
tcr him, for he was esteemed the man of greatest prudence. 

And the general of the king's army was Joab.] The Tar- 
gum hath a strange exposition of this verse, which is this: 
When there was war to be made, they consulted Ahitho- 
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phel, and after that they asked counsel of tlrim and thum- 
mim by Jehoiada, th6 head of the Sahhedrin ; and by Abi- 
atharthe high-priest: and so the Cherethites and Pelethites, 
by the authority ofnrim and thummim, went to fight under 
the command of Joab, the general of the army. In the ex- 
position of which there are a great many foolish descants, 
which I shall not mention. ,* ' ' 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ver. 1. J±ND David assembled all the princes of Israel, 
the princes of the tribes.] These seem to be the same, one 
being the explication of the other: and they are those per- 
sons mentioned ver. 16, 17, &c. of the foregoing chapter. 

And the captains of the companies that ministered- to the 
king by course.'] That is, those great commanders, over 
four-and-twenty thousand apiece, mentioned in the begin- 
ning of the foregoing chapter. * *; 

And the captains over the thousands, and captains over the 
hundreds.] The commanders of every one of those thou- 
sands, with the centurions who commanded the several 
companies, consisting of a hundred. 

And the stetvards over all the substance and possession of 
the king, and of his sons.] Who are mentioned also in ver. 
25, 26, &c. of the foregoing chapter : and appear by this to 
have been considerable persons; 
. With the officers.] Who were about his person. 

And with the mighty men, and with all the valiant men.] 
Those who were eminent for their services in war, of whom 
he had spoken in chap, xi.xii. 

Unto Jerusalem:] All these he called to attend him in the 
chief city of the kingdom, that he might commend Solomon 
to them as his successor, and this government which he 
had settled. (See Bertram, de Repub. Jud. p. 150.) This 
seems to have been a distinct assembly from that mentioned 
chap, xxiii. 2. being more general, and consisting of many 
persons, who were not then in such offices as are here 
named. 

Ver. 2. Then David the king stood upon his feet, and 
said.] He was sitting in his throne, I suppose, when they 
came in, but then stood up in respect to so great an as- 
sembly, and that he might be the better heard. When he 
first declared Solomon to be his successor, and caused him 
to be anointed, he lay upon his bed, being very palsic and 
decrepit, as we read 1 Kings i. But intending now to have 
him anointed again, in the midst of his princes and great 
commanders, (chap. xxix. 22.) whom he could not as- 
semble, when on a sudden he commanded him to be 
anointed before; he roused up himself, and rose from his 
couch, and came out of his chamber, and made orations, 
and gave advice for things to come, as Dr. Lightfoot ob- 
serves. • 

Hear me, my brethren, and my people.] He calls the great 
men his brethren, both because they had a share in the go- 
vernment with him, and to express his affection to them. 
It is likely they were attended by some other persons, 
whom he calls my people. 

I had in mine heart to build a house of rest for the ark of 
the covenant oftlte Lord.] A fixed place, where the ark 
might be settled, and not carried about, as it had been 
hitherto, (2 Sam. vii. 1.) 



VOL. II. 
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. And for the footstool of our God.] Here the conjunction. 
and, as our Mr. Mede observes, is exegctical, and the same 
with that is: according to which expression, the 'prophet 
Jeremiah saith, (Lam. ii. 1.) that the Lord had cast down 
the beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool (that 
is, the ark of the covenant, which was theirglory), in the 
day of his anger, book i. p. 500. For the Divine Glory sit- 
ting upon the wings of the cherubims, over the mercy-seat, 
(Psal. Ixxx; 2.) his feet, as we speak after the manner of 
men, rested upon the ark: and 'therefore the Targum thus 
paraphrases it, The footstool of the throne of glory. And 
thence it is sometimes called, The ark of the covenant of 
the Lord of hosts, who sitteth upon the cherubims, (1 Sam. 
iv. 4.) 

And had made ready for the building.] Laid up great 
treasures, which he designed to defray the charges of the 
building. (See chap, xxii.) 

Ver. 3. But God said unto me. ] In the Targum, 'The 
Memra, Word of the Lord. 

Thou shalt not build a house for my name, because thou 
hast been a man of war, and hast shed blood.'] See ray notes 
upon chap. xxii. 8. To which I shall here add, that blood- 
shed was accounted a thing so heinous, that though one 
had killed another only accidentally, yet he was bound to 
flee for it to a city of refuge, or else he might have been 
killed himself. And among the ancient Greeks^ (as PetituS 
shews, in his book of the Attic Laws; lib. vii. p. 51&.) he 
that killed another involuntarily, was banished from his 
country for a year. But David is here forbidden to build 
God a temple, merely because he had been engaged in war 
and bloodshed, though it was on a pious account. : And 
thus also among the ancient Greeks (as Grotius observes), 
they stood in need of an expiation, who, without any blame, 
had defiled their hands in blood. And, accordingly, among 
the Greek Christians there was a canon, long observed in 
that church, which kept men from the holy communion for 
a time, who had killed an enemy in any war. (See' lib. ii. 
. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap: 25. sect.9.) But Osiander,' 
considering this passage in Grotius, thinks, that in these 
words, David's warring and bloodshed are not alleged; 
* ratione alicujus vitii," &c. upon the account of any blemish, 
which* hindered him from building a house for God; but 
merely upon the account of the vast business wherein he 
was engaged : for, being employed continually in warlike 
actions, he was not at leisure for such a building; which 
was to be the work of peace and quietness. ' David also is 
expressly said to have managed the wars of the, Lord, be- 
ing but his instrument to punish the enemies of his people 
Israel : and therefore could not be blemished by being thus 
employed to God, nor made incapable thereby to build his 
temple. For he gloried and triumphed in these wars, and 
in the victories he got: for which he sung praise to God, 
Psal. lx. Add to all this, that the account which Solomon 
gives to Hiram, why his father did not build God a house,' 
was, that he was otherwise employed, (1 Kings v. 3.) But 
I leave this to better judgments. * 

' Ver. 4. Howbeit the Lord God of Israel chose me before 
all the house of my father to be king over Israel for ever. 2 
Seel Sam.xvi. 13. Psal. lxxviii. 68. 

For he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler.] See ' Gen. 
xlix. 10. 

And of the house of Judah the house of my father; and 
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among the sons of myfafher he liked me, to make me king \ 
over all Israel.] For till his days it was not known out of 
what family of Judah a king should be chosen, from, whom 
the Messiah should come, 

Ver. 5. And of all my sons (for the Lord hath given me 
many sons) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the 
throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.] For he was 
beloved of God from his birth, (2Sam.xii. 25.) and plainly 
designed by God to be his successor, (2 Sam. vii. 13. and 
here in this book, chap. xxii. 9.) So that David sware he 
should reign after him, and accordingly performed it, 
(1 Kings i. 17. 35.) This he declares now to them all, when 
he was going out of the world: that they might reverence 
Solomon as a person placed upon the throne by Divine 
appointment; and not out of any partial and fond affection 
of lus to him, preferred before his elder brethren. 

Ver. 6. And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall 
build my house and my courts : for I have chosen him to be 
my son, and I will be his father.] See 2 Sam. vii. 13. and this 
book, chap. xxii. f). 

Ver. 7. Moreover, I will establish his kingdom for ever, if 
he be constant to do my commandments, and my judgments, 
as at this day.] The last words import, that hitherto Solo- 
mon was very towardly (as we speak), and gave great 
hopes he would continue steadfast in his obedience to God, 
as his father David had done. 

Ver. 8. Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the congre- 
gation of the Lord.] Who were here present by their repre- 
sentatives : to whom he now addresses his speech, that they 
might give the same exhortation to their neighbours. 

And in the audience of our God.] Who was present in all 
their public assemblies, as I have noted upon Judg. xx.l. 
(See there.) 

Keep and seek for all the commandments of the Lord 
your God.] It is not enough to know the will of God, if we 
do not keep it; that is, observe his commands, and live in 
the practice of our duty. But that we may know it, it is 
necessary to seek it; that is, to inquire after it, and study 
the laws of God. For no man (as Grotius here observes) 
shall be excused by a supine ignorance. 

That ye may possess this good land, and leave it for an 
inheritance for your children after yon for ever.] It was in 
vain to expect the continuance of God's favour to them, 
who had brought them into this good land, unless they con- 
tinued steadfast in his obedience. This was the only way 
to settlement in their possessions. 

Ver. 9. And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God 
of thy father.] To knoio God is, in Scripture language, to 
acknowledge and love him. As God is said to know the 
way of the righteous; that is, to approve and love it, 
(Psal. i. tilt.) Solomon had the greater reason to do this, 
because God had been so very gracious to his father 
David, and chosen him, before all his brethren, to be his 
successor. 

And serve him with a perfect heart, and a willing mind.] 
His love was to be expressed by obedience to God, and 
that entirely and cheerfully: out of choice, not by con- 
straint; not to gain the good opinion of men, but the fa- 
vour of God. For hearty piety, and not merely the out- 
ward appearance of it, is the surest support of a prince's 
power and authority: and will dispose his subjects to love 
and reverence him as sincerely as he doth God. 



For the Lord searcheth all herrts, and understandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts'] He presses him with two 
arguments unto sincerity in his obedience. The first is in 
these words; because God cannot be deceived with exter- 
nal services ; for he looks into the hearts, and discerns the 
most secret motions there : which cannot be hid from him, 
but he is privy to every thought, and to the. very beginning 
oftljcm. 

If thou seek him, he will be found of thee ; but if thou for- 
sake him, he will cast thee offfor ever.] This is the other ar- 
gument; God is not tied to any man, but upon condition 
of his hearty obedience. As he behaves himself towards 
God, so God will deal with him. 

Ver. 10. Take heed noip ; for the Lord hath chosen thee to 
build a house for the sanctuary.] That is, for the ark to 
dwell in, for that was the principal furhiture of the sanc- 
tuary. The Targum thus expresses it, The Memra, Word 
of the Lord, hath chosen thee, &c. 

Be strong and do it.] Being a young man, he might be dis- 
couraged from undertaking so great work : but he bids him 
go about it strenuously, because God had chosen him to 
do it. 

Ver. 11. Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern 
oftheporchy and of the houses thereoj \] Abarbinel is very 
confident that the word ulam, which we translate porch, is 
a general word used in this place for the whole house. The 
description of which David gave Solomon, with all the 
apartments belonging to it: especially of the houses thereof, 
which were two : the outward, called the holy place, and 
the. inward, called the holy of holies, which were distinct 
houses, being separated by a partition: and accordingly the. 
former is called the greater house, (2 Chron. iii. 5.) being 
much larger in its dimensions than the other. At the en- 
trance of which there was a porch, the model of which 
David gave him, as well as of the houses. . . 
- And of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers 
thereof, and of the inner parlours thereof.] There were se- 
veral rooms against the walls of the house round about, as 
we read 1 Kings vi. 5. which are here called by several 
names, according to the use wherein they were employed. 
And the forenamed Abarbinel here observes, out of Mid- 
doth, andTamid, and other books, that the temple was built 
like a high tower, reaching up to heaven, there being three 
upper stories one above another, and the first story three 
times higher than that of Moses, viz. thirty cubits. 

And of the place of. the mercy -seat.] Where that should 
be placed, in the holy of holies. 

Ver. 12. And the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit.] 
In the Hebrew, of all that he had in the Spirit with him; 
that is, inspired into him. It being. a house for God to 
dwell in, it was fit that it should not be of a mere human, 
but of a Divine contrivance, as the tabernacle built by Moses 
was. Therefore God suggested to David by his Spirit, 
how he w r ould have it made in all the parts beforemen- 
tioned, and in those that follow : for those words refer to 
both. (Sec ver. 19.) . . 

Of the courts of the house of the Lord, and of all the. 
chambers round about.} How large the courts should be, 
and how many, and what rooms adjoining to them, was all 
ordered by a special direction from God.* . \ \ .. 

Of the treasuries of the house of God,, and of the trea- 
suries of the dedicated things.] From the, last words most. 
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are of opinion, it may be concluded, that in these places all 
the utensils belonging to the tabernacle which Moses made, . 
and the tabernacle itself (which was no longer used after 
Solomon's temple was built)," were laid up and preserved. 
By which, perhaps, was signified, as Constantine I/Empe- 
reur conjectures, (upon Middoth, p. 87.) that all the cere- 
monies of Moses should one day be decently laid aside, 
and something better come in their room. 

Ver. 13. Also for the courses of the priests and the Le- 
vites, and for all the work of the service of the house of the 
Lord,' and for all the vessels of service in the house of the 
Lord.'] He disposed of the courses of the priests and Le- 
vitcs (beforementioned) by the same Spirit, and how they 
should be employed, and what vessels they should use in 
God's service. 

Ver. 14. He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, 
for all instruments of all manner of service ; silver also for 
all instruments of silver by iveight, for all instruments of 
every kind of service.] He gave materials also, in a just pro- 
portion to the instruments that were to be made, either of 
gold or silver. 

Ver. 15. Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and 
for the lamps of gold, by weight for every candlestick, and 
for tht lamps thereof; and for the candlesticks of silver by 
weight, both for the candlestick, and also for the lamps 
thereof according to the use of every candlestick.] By this 
we learn that there w T ere candlesticks of silver, as well as of 
gold. The former of which were lesser, to be carried in 
their hands from place to place, as there was occasion. 
But the latter were fixed in the sanctuary, and in Solo- 
mon's house were ten in number, (1 Kings vi. 49.) 

Ver. 16. And by weight * he gave gold for the tables of 
shew-bread,for every table; and liketvise silver for the tables , 
of silver.] There was but one table for the shew-bread : but 
there were several others attending upon it, whereon were 
set such vessels as belonged to it. For, as he made more 
candlesticks than were in the tabernacle ; so, it appears by 
this, he also augmented the tables, which were no less than 
ten, (2 Chron. iv. 8.) 

Ver. 17. Also pure gold for the flesh-hooks, and the bowls; 
and the cups: and for the golden basons he gave gold by 
weight for every bason; and likewise stiver by weight for 
every bason of silver.] Assigning such a portion of gold or 
silver to every bason, as would make it as large as he pro- 
posed. Many of the Jews, by the Hebrew word kepuri 
(which we translate basons), understand spoons, which had 
the figure of oxen and lions on the head of them; which 
they imagine was the beginning of Solomon's offence. But 
the word rather imports some vessel, wherein they received 
the blood of the sacrifice of expiation. 

Ver. 18. And for the altar of incense refined gold by 
weight.] It was covered with gold, as the cherubims were, 
1 Kings vii. 49. 

And gold for the pattern of the chariot of the cherubims, 
that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord.*] It seems David contrived these two che- 
rubims, besides those w T hich Moses had made. Of which 
see what I have noted upon 1 Kings vi.23. 28. They are 
called the chariot, because God is said not only to sit, but 
to rideupon the cherubims, (Psal. xviii, 10.) as the Lord of 
hosts: and therefore they are described in Ezekiel, as hav- 
ing wheels on which they ran. The other made by Moses 



wero most properly his seat, but these represented him as 
filling the whole house. 

Ver. 19. All this, said David, the Lord made me to un- 
derstand in writing by his hand upon me, even all th'e works 
of this pattern.] God made him understand alt this so 
plainly and distinctly, as if it had been written on his mind 
as the ten commandments were upon the tabies of stone in 
the mount. But some of the Jews think the meaning is, 
that God revealed these things first to some of the prophets, 
Samuel, (iv. 22.) or Nathan, or Gad, who delivered all to 
David in writing, as the mind of God. However it was, 
God was pleased thus himself to give instructions about 
the structure of the temple, and all belonging to it; that it 
might breed in the people's mind a greater reverence, when 
they came to worship him there : and x as Joseph de Voy- 
sin observes, the Jews in Beracoth say, that their minds 
might be lifted up when they came to the temple, from 
earthly things, to things spiritual and celestial. 

Ver. 20. And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong, 
and of good courage, and do it.] He repeats what he had 
said before, (ver. 10.) the more to excite and encourage 
him to this work, which was to do the work of God. 

Fear not, neither be dismayed; for the Lord God, even my 
God, ivill be with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee, 
until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the 
house of the Lord.] He thought that ho might possibly fear 
disturbance from enemies abroad, of which David had a 
great many : but he bids him be confident, he should not be 
disquieted in his work ; which should go on prosperously, 
by the blessing of God, till it was finished. Of which he. 
might be the more assured, if he reflected how God had 
blessed David himself all his life long. 

Ver. 21. And, behold, the courses of the priests and the 
Levites, even they shall be with thee for all the service of the 
house of God: and there shall be with thee, for all manner of 
workmanship, every willing skilful man for any manner of 
service ; also the princes and all the people will be wholly 
at thy commandment.] It is a probable conjecture of Con- 
radiis Pellicanus, that he now presented Solomon with a 
list of all the courses of God's ministers, as God had di- 
rected him to establish them; assuring him, that God would 
dispose them to be serviceable unto him in all that he had 
to do for the carrying on of the work. Which should have 
the help and assistance of all other skilful persons, whom 
he would make willing to further it ; and that he would 
make all the princes and the people obedient to him in all 
things. This was ono reason, no doubt, of calling this 
assembly together, that they might be engaged to be aiding 
to Solomon in promoting so pious a work. 



CHAR XXIX. 

Ver. 1. Jt URTHERMORE, David the king said unto all 
the congregation, Solomon my son, whom alone God hath 
chosen, is yet young and tender, and the work is great : for 
the palace is not for man, but for the Lord God.] He stirs 
them up to the assistance of his son, by these considera- 
tions, that he was a person chosen by God, not by him, for 
this work : and yet he needed their help, because he was but 
a yo^th, (see 1 Kings iii. 7.) and the work itself was to be 
very magnificent, suitable to the majesty that was to dwell 
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therein, viz. the Lord himself ; who dwells not (as the apo- 
stle speaks) in temples made with hands: but was present 
there by a glorious light, which represented his majesty. 

Ver. 2, Noiv, I have prepared with all my might for the 
house of my God, the gold for things to be made of gold, 
and the silver for things of silver, and the brass for tilings 
of brass, the iron for things of iron, and wood for things of 
wood; onyx stones, and .stones to be set, glistering stones, 
and of divers colours, and all manner of precious stones, 
and marble stones m abundance.] AVo read of his great 
preparation for this building before, (chap. xxii. 14, &c.) 
only nothing is said there concerning precious stones; the 
use of which, in the ornament of any part of the temple, as 
not known. Ludolphus, speaking of the word phuc, which 
we translate glistering, saith, that as David provided all 
things for the fabric of the temple, so ho provided, for the 
clothing of the priests with rich garments, and also with 
such things as were good for bodily health, as this was, 
which was not only KoanryriKov, for ornament, but St-pantim- 
kov, for medicine and preservation of health. But perhaps 
phuc being famous among those things which women used 
for setting off their beauty, it may possibly here be a meta- 
phorical word, for all such stones as may set off the build- 
\ u %* ,(See his Commentary upon the Ethiopic History, 
lib.i. cap. 7. n.51.) , , , (l , 

* Ver. 3. Moreover, because I have set my affection to the 
house of my God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and 
silver, which I have given to the house of my God, over and 
above all that I have prepared for the holy home.] Besides 
what he had devoted and dedicated to this use, he gave, 
out of what remained for his own occasions, a further sum 
for the building of the house, which is mentioned, in the 
next verse. 

Ver. 4. Even three thousand talents of gold, of the gold 
of Ophir.] The gold, of Ophir, here. mentioned, was that 
which came out of Arabia, where, Bochartus hath proved, 
there was a country of that name abounding with gold.. 
For in David's time the Ophir of India was not kuoyvn, 
Solomon being the first that attempted a long voyage, thi- 
ther. So are we to understand the word Ophir in the book 
of Job, (xxii. 24. xxviii. 16.) For in his time they had 
not learned to traffic into those far-distant countries, where 
the other Ophir in India was. (See my notes on 1 Kings 
ix. 18.)- This gold here mentioned, was of a purer sort 
than that in chap. xxii. 11. which was coarser than the 
gold of Ophir. 

And seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay 
the walls of the houses withal.] There are two things, which 
Dr. Lightfoot hath remarked in these two verses. One is, 
that it is said, this preparation was above what he had pre- 
pared for the holy house, and yet he saith he had prepared 
it for the house of God. The other is, that mention is 
made here of silver to overlay the house withal ; whereas 
it is evident, that, within the house itself all the overlaying 
was . of gold. Therefore it is thus to be understood, that 
besides the store of gold that David had provided for the 
gilding of the house, both in the holy and most holy place; 
he had also laid by a stock, both of gold and silver, to gild 
the chambers over the porch (for there were divers upper- 
chambers, the height of it being a hundred and twenty 
cubits), and -to beautify the side-chambers, and the other 
roomsthat were about the courts. All this gold and silver 



amounted to such a vast sum of our money, that it is not 
easy to give an account of it. *( Sce Calvisius,ad Annum 
Mundi 2033.) . 

Ver. 5. The gold for things of gold, and the silver for 
things qf silver, and for all maimer of work to be' made by 
the hands of artificers.] That there might be enough to pay 
all sort of workmen their wages, as well as to provide 
them materials to. work withal. 

And who then is willing to consecratchis service this.day 
unto the Lord?] The Hebrew phrase, to JW. his hand (as it 
is in the margin) signifies to make an offering; unto which 
he excites them by his example, as a thing which would be 
very grateful unto God. * - , , * , •, 

Ver. (>. Tfienthe chief of the fathers and princes of the 
tribes of Israel, and the captains ofthoxtsands and of hun- 
dreds, with the rulers over the king's work, offered willingly.] 
All those great men, mentioned chap, xxvii. made their 
cheerful contributions. * r ,\ 

* f Ver..7. < And gave, for the service of the house of God, of 
gold, five thousand talents and ten thousand drams ; and of 
silver, ten thousand talents ; and of brass, eighteen thousand 
talents; and one hundred thousand talents of iron.] What 
every particular person gave is not here recorded ; but the 
whole amounted to these sums, which was very great; 

Ver. 8. And they with whom precious stones were found 
gave them to the treasure of the house of the Lord, by tits 
hand ofJehiel the Gershonite.] For he and his sons were 
keepers of the treasure of God's house, (chap. xxyi. 21, 22.) 
and.were appointed to receive such offerings. 

Ver., 9. Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered wil- 
lingly.] They.that made the offering rejoiced ; for they did 
it with a good ^yiIl, and not by constraint. 
. Because with perfect heart they offered willingly to the 
Lord.] This is the virtue which St. Paul palls an\6Tti$, 
singleness of heart; which hath respect purely to the ser- 
vice of God, the honour of religion, and the good of his 
church, (2 ; Cor. viii. 2. ix. 11, 13.) 

And David the king also rejoiced with great joy.] It was 
a singular comfort to him in his old age, to see the peo- 
ple so well disposed; and his exhortation so effectual upon 
their hearts ; which gave him a good hope this work would 
not fail to be speedily accomplished. 

Ver. 10. Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all 
the congregation : and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord 
God of Israel our fattier, for ever and ever.] All this he 
ascribed to the grace of God, whom he therefore blessed 
and praised, for giving them such a heart. 

Ver. 11. Tliine, O Lord, is the greatness t and the power,- 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty : for all 
that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is tlie 
kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.] 
This is a most noble declaration of the sense he had of 
the Divine excellences and perfections, with a thankful 
acknowledgment of his immensity, power, goodness, eter- 
nity, and majesty, which are the properties or attributes of 
God. The Targum, and tho Talmudists, apply these to 
the wonderful works of God, in this manner: — Thine, O 
Lord, is the greatness, for thou createdst the world; ami 
the powqr, for thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, 
and carriedst them through the Reel Sea ; and revealedst 
thyself in glory upon Mount Sinai, to give the law to thy 
people; and obtainedst victory over Amalek, Sihon, Og, 
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and the Canaanites; and madest the sun and. the moon 
stand still, by the spirit oftlnj glory, till thy people were 
vindicated of their enemies. For all things, both in heaven 
and in earthy are the work of thy hands; thotr$upportest 
and rulest all things ; and thou art .exalted above all the 
angels in heaven, as well as all the kings upon eiarth;* ?* 

Ver. 12. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reignest over all: and in thine hand is potver and might; and 
in thine hand it is to make grtat, and togive strength, unto 
all.} The Targum thus paraphrases it: The riches of the 
wealthy; and the £lory of kings, and dominions, are:given 
them by thee; thou rulest over all, and they are in thy 
power: who art able to multiply, and strengthen all things; 
that is,. to increase thoseto great numbers who'are dimi- 
nished, and, to strengthen those who arc feeble and weak, 

Ver. 13.. Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and 
praise thy glorious name. 

Ver. 14, But who am I, and what is my people, that we 
should be abler to offer so willingly after this sort ?] In the 
Targum it is thus paraphrased : Who hast given such plenty; 
tJiat we are able to offer these gifts. 'He should have added, 
and also given us a heart to part with them for thy .service. 

For all things come of thee, and' of thine own haveive 
given thee.'] We only return to thee what thine own - hand 
hath blessed us withal, as the Targum expresses it. And 
so the, ancient Christians were wont to say at their offer- 
tory, to. aa curb tcjv <tcjv, thine from thine: that is, thy own 
goods, from thy own people. In like manner we ought to 
acknowledge. God in all spiritual' things; referring. every 
good thought,. good purpose, good work, to his Divine 
grace, from whom we receive it; beseeching him/as David 
doth here in this prayer, (ver. 18.) to preserve it in us, 

Ver. 15, For we are strangers before thee; and sojourners, 
as were all our fathers: our days on the earth are as a 
shadow, and there is none abiding.] He acknowledges that 
they wera not proprietors of that good land wherein they 
dwelt, but only his tenants ; who held all they had of him; 
and that but a very short term ; after which they must 
leave, all, as their fathers had done. The words' maybe 
thus paraphrased, in short : We have but the use of these 
things for a little while, and so have.parted with no great 
matter unto thee. Those words, as a shadow, the Targum 
thus, paraphrases:' As' the shadow of a bird which flieth 
through the air y so are our days upon the earth: that is, 
soon gone, as the Psalmist speaks. 

Ver. 16. O Lord our God, all this store that we have 
prepared, to build thee a house for thine holy name, cometh 
of thine hand, and is all thine own.] He could not often 
enough repeat his sense of this, that they had given him 
nothing but what was his own ; which he had most bounti- 
fully bestowed on them. 

Ver. 17, I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, 
and hast pleasure in uprightness. . As for me, in the upright- 
ness of mine heart I have willingly offered all these things.] 
But the highest satisfaction was, that God had bestowed 
upon him a heart, to do what he had done willingly, with 
a sincere respect to the service of God, and not out of vain- 
glory. For the truth of which he appeals to God himself, 
who could not be deceived with false shows and pre- 
tences. 

And now have I seen with joy thy people, which are pre- 
sent here, to offer willingly unto thee.] It was a great addi- 



tional comfort to him, that God had given such a heart 
unto his people. t 

.h»Ver. 18. O Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, 
our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their heart 
unto thee.] He could not desire a greater blessing for them, 
than that he who had given them such a pious heart, would 
preserve them in the same good disposition: and confirm 
and establish them therein. So the last words are better 
translated in the margin, establish their heart unto thee. 
Which the Targum paraphrases, dispose their heart to fear 
thee. 

Ver. 19, And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart; to 
keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and. thy statutes, 
and to do all these things, and to build the palace, for the 
which I have made provision.] To have a due respect to all 
God's precepts (in ,the observation of every one of which, 
perfectness of heart consists) he knew would be the best 
security for the performing what David designed. For then 
he would not be disobedient to his father's dying words. 

Ver. 20. And David said to all the congregation, Now 
bless the Lord your God. And all the congregation blessed 
the Lord God of their fathers, and bowed' down theirlieads, 
and worshipped the Lord and the king.] They worshipped 
both with the same gesture, but with a different mind; God 
with religious worship, the king with civil : giving God 
thanks for all his benefits, arid thanking the king for all the 
fcarehehad taken, during his reign, for their prosperity. 
But some think, this worship was not paid toDavid, but to 
Solomon; it being the manner thus to acknowledge the 
king, when he was enthroned. So they bowed their knees 
to our Saviour, in mockery of him, as a pretended king, 

.Ver. 21. And they sacrificed sacrifices unto the Lord, 
and offered burnt-offerings unto the Lord, on the morrow 
after that day.] For the ark was now at Jerusalem, where 
this great congregation was assembled, (chap, xxviii. 1.) 
and therefore they offered peace-offerings and burnt-offer-r 
ings to God in that place, on the morrow after their meeting: 
for' there was not time to do it on that day, when the fore- 
going things were done. t 

Even a thousand bullocks, a thousand rams, and a thou- 
sand lambs, with their drink-offerings, and sacrifices in abun* 
dance for all Israel.] That is, together with the numerous 
burnt-offerings, a great many peace-offerings (which are 
here meant by sacrifices), sufficient for the entertainment of 
all the Ifaelites, who were there present, to feast upon ;' as 
the manner was, and as it' follows in the next verse. 
■ Ver, 22. And did, eat and drink before the Lord on that 
day with great gladness.] For the greatest part of peace- 
offerings was given to the persons that offered them, to en- 
tertain their friends withal, as hath been often observed. 
And they are said to eat and drink before the iord,because 
it was a sacred feast, kept before the ark at Jerusalem, the 
place which God had chosen, according to the law, Deut. 
xii. 11, &c. 

And they made Solomon the son of David king the second 
time.] This is supposed to have been done after David's 
death, when Solomon was anointed for himself, as reigning 
pleno jure, in subjection to none: as he was anointed the 
first time by David's command. But there are great men 
of another opinion ; that he was twice anointed while Da- 
vid lived : first, in the presence of a few of David's scr- 
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vants, as we read 1 Kings i. and now, in the presence of all 
the great men of Israel, the princes of the tribes, captains 
of thousands cind hundreds. (Sec Bertram, do Rcpub. Jud. 
p. 130, 131.) And, indeed, we are led to this by the con- 
nexion' -with the foregoing words: for the persons who now 
made him king (he second time, were those beforemen- 
tioned, who sacrificed and feasted thereupon with gTcat 
joy: after David's long speech to them. Dr. Lightfoot, in- 
deed, observes, that there is mention three times of Solo- 
mon's being made king: twico in this book, chap, xxiii. 1. 
and here in this place; and in 1 Kings i. So that there 
may be a question made, whether he was made king three 
times, or only twice. But this place seems to settle the 
doubt; for when, upon the aspiring of Adonijah, he was 
anointed, it was tho first time that David shewed who 
should succeed him : see 1 Kings i. 21. 27. and that must 
be concurrent, or the same, with that making him king men- 
tioned in this book, chap, xxiii. 1. and this anointing in the 
midst of tho princes and great commanders, was the second 
time. Abarbincl is of the same opinion, that he was 
anointed at first before a few ; and now more publicly be- 
fore the whole nation. 

And anointed 7dm unto the Lord to be the chief governor.] 
After the death of David, who, perhaps, now resigned the 
government of the kingdom to him, finding he had not long 
to live. 

And Zadok to be priest.'} This hath inclined many to 
think the anointing forementioned was after the death of 
David: because Abiathar was not put out of his office till 
the beginning of Solomon's reign. But I see no reason why 
we may not think he was anointed to be priest, as Solomon 
was to be king, in David's lifetime : though he was not ac- 
tually put into the office till after he was dead, when Abia- 
thar was thrust out. It was necessary he should bo 
anointed, because the succession to the high-priesthood, in 
the line. of Eleazar, had been long interrupted; and Abia- 
thar, of the lino of Ithamar, was still alive. This reason the 
Jews give why he was anointed ; which was not necessary, 
they say, but in this case: it being sufficient otherwise, 
only to clothe him with the priestly vestments. But see 
Selden, de Success*, in Pontif. lib. ii. cap. 9. who will in- 
cline one to be of another opinion! r 

Ver. 23.' Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord.] 
So the throne of this kingdom is called, because this was 
God's land; and Israel his people, over whom he still re- 
mained their king : and Solomon reigned over them, not 
by inheritance, but by his special appointment. The Tar- 
gum thus expresses it, He sat upon the royal throne, ac- 
cording to the word of the Memra, Word of the Lord. 
■ As king instead of David his father, and prospered;' and 
all Israel obeyed him.'] From the beginning of his reign, his 
people were all obedient to him: whereas, it was a long 
time before Saul could be settled on his throne ; and it 
was longer before all Israel submitted to David. 

Ver. 24. And all the princes, and the mighty men.] All 
the soldiery, as well as tho heads of the tribes, and the great 
commanders. 

And all the sons likewise of king David.] "Who were then 
alive. 

Submitted themselves unto Solomon the king.] Sware al- 
legiance to him. For so tho Hebrew phrase signifies, they 
gave the hand under Solomon. For putting the hand under 
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the knee or the thigh of a p rson, was a token of subjec- 
tion to him: and was anciently used, when they solemnly 
promised any thing to a superior, by an oath; (Gen. xxiv. 
2. xlvii.29.) which custom, if it did not continue in use 
in Solomon's days, yet that which was signified by it, was 
expressed in the ancient phrase. 

Ver. 25. And the Lord magnified Solomon exceedingly in 
tJie sight of all Israel, and bcstoived upon him such royal 
majesty as Jiad not been on any, king before him in Israel.'] 
Which appears from the foregoing books, which shew, that 
neither David, nor Saul, nor any of the judges (who go- 
verned before them), lived in such splendour, a$ was in the 
court of Solomon. 

Ver. 2G. TJcus David the son of Jesse reigned over all Is- 
rael.] That is, this is a brief account of what David did, 
during his reign, especially in the latter end of it. 

Ver. 27. And the time that he reigned over Israel was 
forty years; seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty 
and three years reigned lie in Jerusalem.] See 2 Sam, 
v. 5/ 

Ver. 28. And he died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches,and honour.] Abundantly satisfied, that he had lived 
long enough, in as great plenty and glory as he could 
desire. 

And Solomon his son reigned in his stead.] Having this 
particular satisfaction, to see his son sit on his throne, 
likely to reign in greater glory than he had done. This 
was the Lord's doing, who disposed the hearts of all the 
great men, and his elder brethren, and the whole kingdom, 
to submit to him, who was but a young inan. 

Ver. 29. Now the acts of David the king, first and last.] 
A larger account of all that he did, from the beginning to 
the end of his reign. * 

Behold, they are written in (lie book of Samuel the seer, 
and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of 
Gad the seer.] Here are three distinct titles given to those 
three persons: Samuel being called roeh, and Nathan is 
called nabi, and Gad is called choseh. But whether they 
have distinct significations, denoting several ways of re- 
ceiving Divine inspirations, or several degrees of it, I am 
not able to determine. But this we may certainly affirm, 
with Theodoret(in his preface to the book of the Kings),, 
that the prophets, besides the edition of their prophecies, 
published' also very frequently the history of their own 
times. And Samuel began to write the life of David, which 
Nathan and Gad finished: out of which these things here 
recorded were extracted. 

Ver/30. With all his reign and his might.] That is, how 
he governed his people, and how he warred with their ene- 
mies; and got glorious victories over them: with all the 
rest that he did, both as a prophet and as a king. 

And the times that went over him, and over Israel.] All 
the troubles which he endured, and which befel the people 
of Israel; (which are called times'mYs&X. xxx. 16.)or, more 
simply, the meaning may be, all the revolutions that were 
in public affairs, in his days. * 

And over all the kingdoms of the countries.] That is, the 
neighbouring countries, such as tho Philistines,' Moab, 
Amalek, Syria, Damascus, the Ammonites, &c. The loss 
of which history is very much bewailed ; but God knows 
better than we, what was fit to bo preserved for the use and 
benefit of his church. 
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As there are same things here omitted, which are re- 
corded in the first book of the Kings ; so there are several 
things contained in this book, of which no mention is made 
there; particularly in the history of Jehoshaphat and He- 
zekiah. And many other things there mentioned, are here 
more fully and clearly explained ; as will be observed in 
the acts of Abijah, Asa, Joash, and other kings of Judah: 
upon which account St. Jerome saith of this book, It is 
such, and of so great use, that he who, without it, will pre- 
tend to the understanding of the prophets, will expose him- 
self to scorn. 

CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. JxND Solomon the son of David was strengthened 
in his kingdom.} After the death of Adonijah and Joab, he 
was confirmed in his authority and government. 

And the Lord his God iva& with him, and magnified him 
exceedingly.'} In the Targum it is paraphrased, TJie Word 
of the Lord was his helper, and raised him to a great height 
ofglory. 

Ver, 2. Then Solomon spake unto all Israel, to the cap- 
tains of thousands and of hundreds, and to the judges, and 
to every governor in all Israel, the chief of the fathers.} Be- 
fore that great assembly, mentioned in the foregoing chap- 
ter, in the midst of -which he was anointed, went home, 
Solomon discoursed with them about his intentions of go- 
ing to Gibeon to worship God, by offering a great sacrifice, 
and desired them to accompany him. 

Ver. 3. So Solomon, and all the congregation with him, 
went to the high place that ivas at Gibeon.} This verse, 
shews, that this was the thing about which he spake unto 
them. (See 1 Kings iii. 4.) . 

For there was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, 
which Moses, the servant of the Lord, had made in the ivilder- 
ness.} But it was there without the ark, which was.inthe 
city of David, while the tabernacle was in Gibeon. How 
these came to be separated, so that the ark was without 
the tabernacle and its vessels; and the vessels, and the 
altar with the tabernacle, without the seat of the glory of 
God, is not easy to be resolved. Conradus Pellicanus sup- 
poses, that even then, in those days, God would have them 
to know, he did not regard the ceremonious worship, when 
the people w T ere under the government and instruction of 
such men as Samuel and David: and they w T ere free from 
idolatry. Then the Lord did not exact so strictly the legal 
services, as he did in times of peace and tranquillity, when 
they were most necessary for the people ; lest, after their 
custpm, when they lived in ease and prosperity, they 
should fall into superstition, and admire the rites of the 
gentiles. And with such questions as these he thinks the 
Jews may be very strongly urged: How came it to pass 



that, in the days of Samuel and David, the legal worship 
was not observed more precisely? How came the ark to 
be separated from the altars, which were made for the ark, 
and not the contrary? Who dispensed with David to build 
another tabernacle for the ark, and neglect that built by 
Moses? And how came Solomon to sacrifice in another, 
place, than that which the Lord had chosen? 

Ver. 4. But the ark of God had David brought upfront. 
Kirjath-jearim to the place which David had prepared for 
it:* for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerusalem.} See 2 Sam. 
vi. 2. 17. 

Ver. 5. Moreover, the brazen altar that Bezaleel the son 
of Uri, the son ofllur, had made, he put before the taber-. 
nacle of the Lord.} One would think that this altar did not- 
stand in its right place, till Solomon set it where it used to 
stand: but the words may be translated as in the margin, 
xvas there before the tabernacle. 

And Solomon and the congregation, sought unto it.} I 
think this is better translated by Victorinus Strigelius, So-, 
lomon and the congregation were wont to frequent it;- with* 
sacrifices by which they sought the favour of God. 

Ver. 6. And Solomon went up thither to the brazenaltar* 
before the Lord, which was at the tabernacle of the congre-. 
gation.} This is said to be before the Lord, though the ark 
was not there, because God was pleased graciously to ac-. 
cept the sacrifices offered before the place, where he was. 
wont to dwell, though wanting the token of his .glorious- 
presence. 

And offered a thousand burnt-offerings upon it.} He of-. 
fered them by the ministry of the priests. And burnt-offer- 
ings here signify (as Pellicanus with great reason thinks) 
the sacrifice of peace-offerings, the general name being put 
for the special. For it is not reasonable to think, a thou- 
sand offerings were wholly burnt upon the altar : but, in all . 
probability, he made a feast for all that were there present, 
as had been done when this great assembly offered so -freely 
at his inauguration, (1 Chron. xxix. 22.) 

Ver. 7. In that night did God appear to Solomon.} Im-^ 
mediately after the offering of these sacrifices. 

And said unto him, Ask what I shall give thee.} See 
1 Kings iii. 5. This was a declaration that he accepted* 
his prayers which accompanied those sacrifices, and would*, 
grant whatsoever he desired. 

Ver. 8. And Solomon said unto God, Thou hast shewed . 
great mercy unto David my father, and hast made me to 
reign in his stead.} An admirable example unto those who 
make petitions unto God, that they should in the first place 
thank him lor the great benefits they have received, 
(1 Kings iii. G.) 

Ver. 9. Now, O Lord God, let thy. promise unto David 
my father be established, viz.} That God would be a fa- . 
ther to him, and make him his son, (2 Sam. vii. 14.) . . 
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For thou hast made me king over a people like the dust of 
the earth in multitude.] Sec 1 Kings iii. 8. 

Ver. 10. Give menow tvisdom and knowledge, that I may 
go out and come in before this people.] This is a prover- 
bial speech, for governing the people,, both at home and 
abroad, in peace and in war. (See Numb, xxvii. 17. Deut. 
xxxi. 2.) 

For who can judge this thy people, that is so great?] 
Among such a numerous people, he knew there would bo 
so many, and so various, and many times difficult causes 
brought before him, that it would be impossible to hear 
them and judge aright, without a Divine spirit. (Sec upon 
1 Kings iii. 9.) . - 

Vcr. 11. And God said to Solomon, Because this was in 
thine heart, and thou hast not asked riches, wealth, or ho- 
nour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet hast asked long 
life; hut hast asked wisdom and knowledge for thyself, that 
thou mayest judge my people, over whom I have made thee 
king; . « 

Ver. 12. Wisdom and knowledge is granted unto thee; 
and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and honour, such as 
none of the kings have had that have been before thee, neither 
sfiall there any after thee have the like.] These two verses 
have. been sufficiently explained in the same chapter; 
(1 Kings iii. 11 — 13.) only it may be observed, he doth not 
say he would give him the life of his enemies, because he 
was to be a peaceable king. 

Ver. 13. Then Solomon came from his journey to the 
high place that was at Gibeon to Jerusalem, from before 
tJie tabernacle of the congregation, and reigned over Israel.] 
We put in these words, from his journey, which was not 
needful, for the words may be translated exactly, Solomon 
came from the high place, &c. and so it follows, from before 
the tabernacle. For the particle lamed signifies not only to 
but from. So It. Jonas, whom Kimchi calls a famous 
grammarian, saith that it is here put for mem, i. e. from. 
But Kimchi. himself is author of our translation, who is 
followed by Junius, and Tremellius, and others, but comes 
to the same purpose. » , 

Ver. 14. And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen: 
and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen.] See upon 1 Kings x. 2G. 

Which he placed in the cliariot-cities, and with the king at 
Jerusalem.] The chariot-cities were such wherein there was 
good pasturage for the horses. 

Ver. 15. And the king made silver and gold at Jerusalem 
as plenteous as stones; and cedar-trees made he as the syca- 
more-trees that are in the vale for abundance.] See there, 
ver. 27. 

Ver. 16. And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, 
and linen-yarn: the king's merchants received the linen-yarn 
at a price. 

Vcr. 17. And they fetched up, and brought forth out of 
Egypt, a chariot for six hundred shekels of silver, anda horse 
for a hundred and fifty: and so brought they out horses for 
all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, by 
their means.] These two verses are there also explained. 
(Sec 1 Kings x. 28, 29.) From this place the famous Bo- 
chartus gathers, that the chariots of Egypt in Solomon's time 
were drawn by four horses: for the tribute which was ex- 
acted for a chariot, was four times as much as was paid for 
a single horse. (See his Hicrozoicon, par.i. lib. ii. cap. 9.) 



CHAP. II. 

Vcr. 1. JjlND Solomon determined to build a house for 
the name of the Lord.] Wherein the Lord should be wor- 
shipped: as his father David had designed and directed. 

And a house for his kingdom.] A royal palace for himself, 
and. those who should succeed him. But he finished God's 
house before he began his own. 

Ver. 2. And Solomon told out threescore and ten thousand 
men to bear burdens, and fourscore thousand to hew in the 
mountain, and three- thousand and six hundred to oversee 
them.] Here are three hundred more than arc mentioned iii 
the book of the Kings : concerning which difference, see 
what I have noted there, (v. 1G.) and need not be re- 
peated here. ' 

Vcr. 3. And Solomon sent to Huram tlie king of Tyre, 
saying, Asthou didst deal ivith David my father, and didst 
send him cedars to build him a house to dwell therein, even so 
deal ivith me.] Hiram (as he is called in the book of the 
Kings) first sent to him, to congratulate his succession to 
the throne, and then Solomon sent to him: as T have noted 
there. (See 1 Kings v. 1.) 

Ver. 4. Behold, I build a house to the name of the Lord 
my God.] That is, he purposed to build, as it is expressed 
1 Kings v. 5. and he had also disposed things so, that he 
was ready to go about it. 

To dedicate it to him.] For his worship and service. 

And to burn before him sweet incense, arid for the conti- 
nual shew-bread.] So this bread is called in Numb. iv. 7. 
because it stood before the Lord continually, being re- 
newed every week, as we read Exod. xxv. 30. and other 
places. ' • • 

And for the burnt-offerings morning and evening, on the 
sabbatlis, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts of 
the Lord our God.y He reckons up several parts of the Di- 
vine service, which was there to be performed: Hiram, ds 
I have elsewhere observed, being no stranger to the God 
of Israel. 

Tliis is an ordinance for ever to IsraeL] "Which God him- 
self had appointed. 

Ver. 5. And the house which I build is great: for great is 
our God above all gods.] It was no large structure which 
he built, but very magnificent, suitable to the glorious ma- 
jesty of him that dwelt therein. • 

Ver. 6. But who is able to build him a house, seeing tjte 
heaven, and heaven of heavens, cannot contain him?] He 
would not have Hiram imagine that he had such low no- 
tions of God, as to think he could be confined and compre- 
hended in any house, though ever so large, being immense 
beyond all conception. 

Who am I then that I should build him a house, save only 
to burn sacrifice before him?] It would have been a high 
presumption then for him, or any man else, to build him a 
house, for any other end, but only for his worshippers to 
assemble there; he being pleased in a special manner to 
be present in that place. The Targum thus paraphrases 
this, " The heavens arc the throne of his glory, the earth is 
his footstool, the abyss, and all people are supported by the 
Spirit of his Word." Which carries in it a notion which 
the authorhad of the ever-blessed Trinity. 

Ver. 7. Send me now therefore a man cunning to work 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. II.] 



THE SECOND BOOK OF. THE CHRONICLES. 



597 



in gold, and in silver, and in brass, and in iron, and in pur- 
ple, and crimson, and blue, and that can skill to grave with 
the cunning men that are with me in Judah and in Jerusa-* 
lem, whom David viy father did provide.] There were admi- 
rable artists in all these works at Tyre : whom he desired 
to be sent to him; that they might assist those whom Da- 
vid had provided, but were not so skilful as those of Tyre. 
• Ver. 8. Send me also cedar-trees, fir-trees, anddlgum- 
trees, out of Lebanon.] Or almug-trees; concerning which, 
see what I have noted upon 1 Kings x. 11. To which may 
be added, that Betkius hath lately conjectured, This was a 
tree brought originally out of Arabia, as the prefix al notes. 
And then it was brought out of that Ophir which was in 
Arabia, and planted in Lebanon. For there, this place 
tells us, these trees grew; as well as cedars and firs. 

(For I know tlmt thy servants can skill to cut timber in Le- 
banon); and, behold, my servants shall be with thy servants.'] 
The Tyrians were more expert in cutting down and hew- 
ing timber (they dealing much in it), and therefore he de- 
sires to entertain them as his principal workmen, with 
whom he should join. 

Ver. 9. Even to prepare me timber in abundance: for the 
house which I am about to build shall be wonderful great.] 
In the Hebrew, great and wonderful. This relates not so 
much to the bigness of it (though, taking in all the courts 
belonging to it, it was of large extent), but to the admirable 
contrivance and riches of it. 

Ver. 10. And, behold, I will give to thy servants, the hewers 
that cut timber, twenty thousand measures of beaten wheat.] 
That is, of wheat ground, or fine flour, as R. Jonas, a 
famous grammarian, expounds it; whom many Christians 
follow. 

And twenty thousand measures of barley* and twenty 
thousand baths of wine, and twenty thousand baths of oiL] 
All this was provision for the. workmen; for whose subsist- 
ence Solomon took care/during their labour: besides what 
he gave to Hiram every year for his household. (Sec upon 
1 Kings v. 11.) What this measure, called corns, was, is 
uncertain : but many learned men think it the same with an 
omer, which was the most ancient word. For we never 
find the other used in the books of Moses, nor in the pro- 
phets; but only in Ezekiel, (xlv. 14.) and in the books of 
the Kings, Chronicles, and Ezra. But Josephus and the 
LXX. often have the word corns instead of omer, which 
was the largest measure of dry things, containing, as Epi- 
phanius saith, thirty bushels. 

Ver. 11. Then Hnram the king of Tyre answered in 
writing, which he sent to Solomon, Because the Lord hath 
loved his people, he hath made thee king over them. 

Ver. 12. Huram said moreover, Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, that made heaven and earth, who hath given to 
David the king a ivise son, endued with prudence and under- 
standing, that he might build a house for the Lord, and a 
house for his kingdom.] From these two verses, Victorinus 
Strigelius thought it certain, .that Huram was a proselyte 
to the true religion : because he first of all owns the God of 
Israel to be Jehovah, the maker of heaven and earth; for 
none but the Israelites called God by that name, and when 
they w T ouId distinguish him from idols and all creatures, 
they confess him to be the Creator of the world, as Huram 
here doth. And, secondly, he congratulates the Israelites 
the happiness they enjoyed under such a king, which was 
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the effect of his love. to God and his church. And, lastly, 
he declared his love to the church, not only in embassies 
and letters, but in real acts of kindness, sending to Solo- 
mon materials to build the house of God, and artificers the 
best in the world. But the first of these reasons-is not 
good ; for, as my most learned friend, Dr. Alix, hath ob- 
served to me, the name of Jehovah was known to the Ty- 
rians from the time of Gideon, as we learn from the words 
of Sanchoniathon. 

Ver. 13. And now I have sent a cunning man (endued with 
understanding) of Huram my father 's.] A man of great skill 
and longexperience, being the principal workman employed 
by his father. • So the Targum seems to understand the 
word Abi to signify a master or chief ivorkman.'- But Bec- 
kius upon this place thinks it most probable' that Abi was 
his surname, as we call it: and translates this verse; He sent 
him a man of great skill; viz. Huram Abi. For it was very 
common among the eastern people, to call men by the name 
of Ab, and Abi, or Aba, and Abu, as he observes. \And 
thus Luther translates these words, Huram Abi; to whom 
may be added Emanuel Sa, a person very skilful in this 
language. , 

• Ver. 14. The son of a woman of the daughters of Dan, and 
his father was.h man of Tyre.] The Targum saith she was 
awomanofthe tribe ofNaphtali; because it is said spin 
1 Kings vii. 14. and therefore he reconciles these two 
places; by a daughter of Dan, he means of a man called 
Dan, who was of the tribe ofNaphtali: which being near 
to Tyre, she married one of that nation. Ox, as Jarchi 
and Kimchi will have it, he was a Jew, but dwelt to Tyre : 
as Obed-Edom was called the Gittite, because he dwelt in 
Gath, but was a Levitc. (See my notes upon 1 Kings 
vii. 14.) ■ •' : 

Skilful to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in 
stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine lineup and 
in crimson; also to grave any manner of graving, and to 
find out every device which shall be put to him.] These last 
words argue this man to have been a great artist, who 
could contrive any thing that was propounded to him, 
though never wrought before. 

With thy cunning men, and ivith the cunning men of my 
lord David thy father.] This seems another argument, that 
Huram was of the true religion, because he honoured Da- 
vid with the name of his lord; as he doth Solomon in the 
next verse. Or, as others think, he was become tributary 
to them; his country very much depending upon them 
for corn. 

Ver. 15. Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, and 
the oil, and the wine, which my lord hath spoken-of let him 
send unto his servants.] For their support in their labour. 
- Ver. 16. And. we will cut ivood out of Lebanon, as muck 
as thou shalt need; andwe will bring it to thee in floats by 
sea to Joppa, and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.] The 
Hebrew word rapsodoth (which we translate floats) is of 
<the same signification with daberoth, (1 Kings v. 9.) as a 
learned -Tew notes; By which is meant, timber bound to- 
gether, which was drawn through the sea, and through 
rivers.* Such floats were used, especially in the river Ti- 
gris (as Beckius here notes out of a Hebrew author), which 
was. so swift, that Vessels, were wont to be overturned by 
the stream : and therefore they employed these floats alone, 
made. of reeds tied close together; upon whidi both men 
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and burdens went down the river. (See my notes upon 
1 Kings v. 9.) 

. Vcr. 17. And Solomon numbered all the strangers that 
were in the land of Israel, after the numbering xvherewith 
David his father had numbered them; and they were found 
a hundred and fifty thousand, and three thousand and six 
hundred.'] These were the relies (as Kimehi thinks) of 
the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, 
mentioned afterward, chap. viii. 7. But they were not 
idolaters ; for then David would not have suffered them to 
dwell in the land: but they worshipped God alone, though 
they did not embrace the Jewish religion wholly, by being 
circumcised. Those David had numbered, that he might 
know their strength and their condition. Which did not 
proceed from such vanity, as moved him to number his 
own people, but out of a prudent caro, that they might be 
distinguished from Jews, and be employed in such work as 
he did not think fit to put upon the Israelites. (See 1 Chron. 
xxii. 2.) 

Ver. 18. And he set threescore and ten thousand of them 
to be bearers of burdens ; and fourscore thousand to be hewers 
in the mountain, and three thousand and six hundred over- 
seers to set thepeople a-work.] This he had said before, ver.2. 
butnowrclates of what condition they were, who were put 
to these servile employments. They that were the overseers 
(whom the LXX. call ipyodiwicrai) were, I suppose, of the 
children of Israel. 

CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN Solomon began to build the house of the 
Lord at Jerusalem in Mount Moriah.] See what I have 
noted concerning Moriah upon Gen. xxii. 2. To which 
may be here added, that part of this mountain was in the 
tribe of Judah, and part of it in the tribe of Benjamin : so 
that the temple is ascribed to them both. To Judah, in 
Psal. lxxviii. 68, 69. to Benjamin, Deut. xxxiii. 12. For the 
greatest part of the courts was in the tribe of Judah: but 
the altar, the porch, the most holy part of the temple, where 
the ark and the chcrubims were, in the tribe of Benjamin, 
. Where the Lord appeared unto David his father, in the 
place that David had prepared in the thrashing-floor of Or* 
nan the Jebusite.] The Targum here derives the sanctity of 
this place from many noble things that were done there in 
ancient times. For in this place, saith he, Abraham wor- 
shipped the name of the Lord, and here he offered up his 
son Isaac, but he was delivered by the Memra, the Word 
of the Lord, and a ram substituted in his place. Here 
Jacob prayed when ho fled from his brother Esau ; and hero 
the angel appeared to David, and ordered him to offer sa- 
crifice in the thrashing-floor of Oman. By which appear- 
ance and sacrifice this mountain was consecrated to be a 
place where the temple should be built. (See 1 Chron. xxi. 
26.) But Maimonides(in his treatise of the building of the 
temple) .carries this a great deal higher. For here, saith, 
he, Noah built an altar when he came out of the ark (as 
Abraham did when he offered his son); yea, here Cain 
and Abel offered their sacrifices, as xVdam the first man 
had done before them. And more than that, he will havo 
it, that he was created in this place ; whence the saying 
of .their wise men, Man was made in the very place of 
his expiation. But thisjs unworthy of Maimonidcs, who 



is not wont to follow such conceits as this, which is bor- 
rowed from a foolish book called Pirkc Eliezcr. • 

Ver. 2. And he began to build in the second day of the se- 
cond month, in the fourth year of his reign.'] Sec 1 Kings 
vi. 1. In the preceding winter it was not fit to build, and in 
the first month the paschal feast hindered, as Jarchi herd 
observes : and Dr. Alix takes to have been a sabbatic 
year, in whieji the people were free from the tillage of their 
ground. k , ,_. , . . . . , .* 

Ver. 3. Now these are the things wherein Solomon was in- 
structed for the building of the house of God.] He had been 
instructed by David his father, who gave him a model, ac- 
cording to which he built it. (See 1 Chron. xxviii. 11, &c.) 
The Targum translates these words very clearly, which in 
the Hebrew arc a little obscure, These are the dimensions 
of the foundation of the temple, which Solomon begair to 
build. So in-our margin wo translate the word, not in* 
structed, but founded. And thus, Beckius thinks, it is most 
properly to be understood; because Solomon did not re- 
ceive from his father a delineation. of the whole fabric of 
the temple, but only of the porch, and of the courts, and 
some other things:, as the forcnamed place tells us. 

Tlte length by cubits after the first measure .was three- 
score cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits.] He projected 
the sanctuary and the oracle both together; and in their 
first description they were to be in length sixty cubits : that 
is, forty for the sanctuary, and twenty for the most holy 
place. Or, as some think, by the first measure, is here 
meant that measure which Moses followed in building of 
the tabernacle; for, in process of time, the cubits altered, 
and wcrc.larger. (See 1 Kings vi. 2.) But this is doubtful. 

Ver. 4. And the porch that was in the front of the house, 
the length of it was according to the breadth of the house, 
twenty cubits.] So we read expressly, 1 Kings vi. 2. that 
the breadth was twenty cubits. , . * 

And the height was a hundred and twenty.] This is a 
very different account from that in the book of the Kings, 
where it is said to be thirty cubits. But Abendana hath 
briefly summed up what their authors say to reconcile these 
two places. Some think it probable, that the porch was 
but thirty cubits high, but the whole temple higher. Thus 
Kimehi. Others, that the porch and all were of the same 
height : but from the foundation to the roof was but thirty 
cubits: though above the roof there were vTrtpya, upper- 
rooms, which were ninety cubits high. (See upon 1 Kings 
vi. 3.) And, indeed, it is notlikely, that this house was lower 
than the second temple, which, by the command of Cyrus, 
was to be threescore cubits. (Ezra vi. 3. and sec Jose- 
phus, lib. vii. cap. 8.) . 

« And he overlaid it within with pure gold.] As he did the 
rest of the house. 

, Vcr. 5. And the greater house he ceiled with fir-tree, xvhich 
he overlaid with fine gold, and set thereon palm-trees and 
chains.] By the greater house he means the sanctuary, or 
holy place : which was larger than the most holy, as was 
before noted. 

Ver. G. And he garnislted the house with precious stones 
for beauty.] This shews the use to which the precious 
stones, that were dedicated by David, and by his princes, 
were employed; (1 Chron. xxix. 2. 8.) which served not 
merely for the garments of the high-priest, but for the house' 
itself, which was garnished with them. Though I do not 
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know, but the observation of Bochartus may be true, that 
these stones are called precious stones, though they were 
common, because they excelled the rest in greatness, fine- 
ness, and in their polishing. (Hieroz. par. ii. lib. v. cap. 7.) 

And the gold was gold of Parvaim.] It is a* great mistake 
of Abraham Mylius, and others, who take this place to 
have been Peru : which the great man now mentioned hath 
proved to be Taprobana, (see upon 1 Kings ix. 28.) which 
was called Parvaim, and, with a small change, Parvam, 
and Provan : from whence he conjectures came the name 
of Taprobana; wuicli is compounded 6(Taph (which in 
Arabic signifies a shore or coast) and Parvan,'Qib. ii. Pha- 
leg. cap. 28.) The Jews, after their manner/ say the gbld 
was called the gold of Parvaim, because it wa's of a deep 
red coIout, like the blood of parim, that. is, bullocks, and 
signifies the most excellent gold; as L'Empereur notes 
upon Middoth: though others of them say it was a place. 

Ver. 7. He overlaid also the house, the beams, the posts, 
and the walls thereof, and the doors thereof, with gold; and 
graved cherubims on the walls.'] See 1 Kings vi. 21, 
22.29. •• -' , ' 1 n 

Ver. 8. And he made the most holy house, the length 
whereof was according to tlie breadth of the house, twenty 
cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits: and he over- 
laid it icith fine gold, amounting to six hundred talents*] 
The very same is said 1 Kings vi. 20. only here is added 
the quantity of gold, which he expended upon this place, 
which was very great. 

Ver. 9. And the weight of the nails was fifty shekels of 
gold.]- Each nail, I suppose, whereby the plates of gold 
were fastened to the boards, cost fifty shekels.* 

And he overlaid the upper chambers with gold.] These 
seem to be the chambers mentioned 1 Chron. xxviii. 11. of 
which David gave him a model. But Dr. Lightfoot thinks, 
that over the holy place there were no chambers at all in 
the temple of Solomon, but it was all open to the roof. 
Over the most holy place, indeed, there was an upper room 
often cubits high ; but why that should be called chambers, 
in the plural number, and why it should be overlaid with 
gold, since there was none came into it, nor any way to 
come there, is not easy to apprehend. And as for the side 
chambers that were on the outside of the house, there was 
no reason they should be overlaid with gold, since they 
were places wherein their corn, and wine, and tithes, and 
first-fruits, and such-like things, were laid up. Therefore, 
by the Hebrew word eljoth, we are not to understand up- 
per chambers, but the upper floor, or th$ roof, of the holy 
and most holy places ; which were overlaid with gold every 
where; both the floor on which they trod, and the walls 
round about, and the roof over-head. (See his Temple 
Service, chap. 15. sect. 3.) 

Ver. 10. And in the most holy house he made two cheru- 
bims of image-work.'] I do not know why we thus translate 
the last words, for the Hebrew, which we translate image, 
hath nothing of that signification in it : unless we take the 
word zaazum to be the same with zeeazim, which some of 
the Jews say, signifies their faces were like to boys'. And 
accordingly many understand these words, They had the 
figure of youths, or boys. But Beckius, upon the Targum, 
in this place, seems to me to have given a more rational 
account of the word, which he derives from the root zaa, 
and translates it the work of motions, or moveable work, 



for they stood upon their feet, (ver. 13.) as Teady to. move. 
In which he follows Forsterus and Buxtorfius. 

Arid overlaid them with gold.] For they were made of 
olive-wood, and were not like those of Moses, of beaten 
gold. (See upon 1 Kings vi. 23. 28.) 

Ver. 11. And tlie icings of the cherubims were twenty cu- 
bits long; one wing of the one cherub was five cubits, reach* 
ing to the wall of the house; and the other wing was likewise 
five cubits, reaching to the wing of the other cherub. .... 

Ver. 12. And one wing of the other cherub was five cubits, 
reaching to the wall of the house; and the other wing was 
five cubits also, joining to the wing of the other cherub. 

Ver. 13. And the wings of these cherubims spread forth 
themselves twenty cubits.] See these three verses explained, 
1 Kings vi. 24 — 2G. where the height of these cherubims 
is also set down. 

And they stood on their feet.] See 1 Kings vi. 26. . 

And their faces were inward.] In the Hebrew, t owards 
the house: that is, towards the inner house, or holy place, 
as Jarchi expounds it: whose words are, Their heads were 
not erect, that they should look outwards; but they bended 
down, that they might look one upon another. 

Ver. 14. And he made a veil of blue, and purple, and 
crimson, and fine linen; and tvrought cherubims thereon.] 
That is, the veil before the most holy place; which is the 
partition mentioned in 1 Kings vii. 21. ? . * */ ♦ 

Ver. 15. Also he made before the house.] Before the en- 
trance into the sanctuary. 

Two pillars of thirty and five cubits high.] They were not 
each of them thus high, but both of them together, as it is 
explained 1 Kings vii. 15. 

And the chapiter that was on the top of each of them tvas 
five cubits.] In the form of a crown, as the Targum expresses 
it. (Seel Kings vii. 16.) 

Ver. 16. And he made chains, as in the oracle.] See 
1 Kings vi. 23. 

And put them on the heads of the pillars; and made a hun- 
dred pomegranates, and put them on the chains.] There were 
- a hundred in two rows, two hundred in all. (See 1 Kinss 
vii. 20.) \;\ 

Ver. 17. And he reared up the pillars before the temple, 
one on the right hand, and the other on the left; and called 
the name of that on the right handJachin, and the name of 
that on the left Boaz.] See 1 Kings vii. 21. The Targum 
on these words makes this commentary; He called the one 
Jachin, because Nachon, the kingdom of the house of Da- 
vid, was established; and the other Boaz, from the name 
of the patriarch of that royal house of Judah, from whom 
all their kings were derived. 

CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. MOREOVER, he made an altar of brass, twenty 
cubits the length thereof, and twenty cubits the breadth 
thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof .] The making this 
altar so many cubits high, may seem to contradict God's 
command, Exod. xx. 26. But see what I have noted there, 
to shew how the ascent might be so contrived, that the 
priest's nakedness should not be discovered. The making 
it of brass also was, no doubt, by the direction of God, 
who told David how such things should be made, (1 Chron. 
xxviii.) as L'Empereur very well observes. 
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Vcr. 2. Also he made a molten sea of ten cubits from brim 
to brim, round in comj)ass, and five cubits the height thereof; 
and a line of thirty cubits did compass it roztnd about.'] 
This and (he following verses are explained 1 Kings 
vii. 23. 

Vcr. 3. And under it was the similitude of oxen, which 
did compass it roundabout; ten in a cubit, compassing the 
sea round about.'] Theso oxen are called knops in 1 Kings 
vii. 24. which were little protuberances, or bunches, round 
about the lips of the lavcr, in the figure of oxen. There 
were ten of them in every cubit, and the circumference 
being thirty cubits, there were three hundred of them in one 
row; and they being cast in two rows, one under another, 
were six hundred in all. 

Two rows of oxen were cast, wlven it was cast.] They were 
not fastened on afterward, but cast together with the vessel 
itself. So 'Kimchi and Jarchi; the latter of which thus 
explains it :. They were not joined to it by nails or solder, 
but all cast together with the sea. 

Ver. 4. It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking towards 
the north, and three looking towards the west, and three 
looking towards the south, and three looking towards the 
east: and the sea was set' above upon them, and all their 
hinder parts were inward.] See upon 1 Kings vii. 25. 

Ver. 5. And the thickness of iCiuas a hand-breadth, and 
the brim of it like the work of the brim of a cup, with flowers 
of lilies; and it received and held three thousand batlis.] See 
this account reconciled with that in 1 Kings vii. 26. The 
Targum here thus paraphrases: Three thousand baths of 
things dry, and two thousand of things liquid. But others 
better explain it, that the quantity of water which was 
commonly in it was two thousand baths; but if it were 
filled up to the top it would hold three thousand. 

Ver. 6. He made also ten lavers, and put five on the right 
hand; and five on the left, to wash in them: such things as 
tliey offered for the burnt-offering they washed in them ; but 
the sea was for the priests to wash in.] See there, 1 Kings 
vii. 38, 39. 

Ver. 7. And he made ten candlesticks of gold.] See upon 
1 Kings vii. 49. 

According to their form, and set them in the temple, five 
on' the right hand, and five on the left.] Those words, ac- 
cording to their form, 'are thus translated by the Targum, 
as was convenient or agreeable to them. Or the meaning 
may be, according to the pattern which David gave him. 

Ver. 8. He made also ten tables, and placed them in the 
temple, five on the right side, and five on the left; and he 
made a hundred basons of gold.] See upon 1 Kings vii. 48. 
Some have observed, that there was the very same furni- 
ture made by Solomon for the most holy place that was 
made by Moses; but in the holy place there was an aug- 
mentation made of ten candlesticks and ten tables. But 
they should have remembered, that Solomon also added 
two cherubims, and of a larger size, to the most holy place, 
which were not there before. 

Ver. 9. Furthermore, he] made the court of the j>riests, 
and the great court, and doors for the court, and overlaid 
the doors of them with brass.] See 1 Kings vi. 3G. w T here the 
court of the priests is called the inner court, it being next 
the sanctuary: and by the great court hero is meant the 
court of the people, to which he made doors. 

Ver. 10. And he set the sea on the right side of the east 



end, over against the south.] iee my notes upon 1 Kings 
vii. 39. 

Ver. 11. And nuram made the pots, and the shovels, and 
the basons. And Iluram finished the work that he was to 
make for king Solomon for the house of God.] See there, 
1 Kings vii. 40. He did not stir from the work, but fi- 
nished it all before he left Solomon's service. 

Ver. 12. To wit, the two pillars, and the pommels.] Or, 
the globes, as we now speak, and as the .Targum trans- 
lates it. 

And the chapiters which were on the top of the two pillars; 
and the two wreatlts to cover the tivo pommels of the chapi- 
ters which were on the top of the pillars.] This is there ex- 
plained, 1 Kings vii. 41. 

Ver. 13. And four hundred pomegranates, on the tivo 
wreaths, &c] See ver. 42. 

Ver. 14. And he made bases, &c] See ver. 43. 

Ver. 15. One sea, and twelve oxen under it.] See ver. 
44., 

Ver. 16. The pots also, and the shovels, and the flesh- 
hooks, and all their instruments, did Iluram his father make 
to king Solomon, for the house of the Lord, of bright brass.] 
In 1 Kings vii. 45. it is said, which Hiram made: and 
that is the meaning here ; for the words are best translated 
Hiram Abi, or Abif, did make. See upon chap. ii. 13. 
which seems more easy than other expositions which may 
be given of the words. For some think Solomon calls him 
his father, out of great respect to him; or, because he was 
the inventor of all this excellent work, (as in Gen. iv. 20, 
21.) or it is a short speech, for Hiram and his father.. 

Ver. 17. In the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in 
the clay-ground between Succoth and Zeredathah.] See 
1 Kings vii. AG. 

Ver. 18. Tlius Solomon made all these vessels in great 
abundance.] More for ornament and grandeur, than for ne- 
cessary use. 

For the weight of the brass could not be found out.] See 
1 Kings vii. 47. 

Ver. 19. And Solomon made all tlie vessels that were for 
the house of God.] That is, for the sanctuary. 

The golden altar also, and the tables whereon the sheta-r 
bread was set.] One table only was made by Moses, but 
Solomon made ten, (ver. 8.) for the greater convenience of 
the priests in their ministration : that they might have a ta- 
ble at hand, whereon to set the bread which they took ofF, 
when they set on new upon the table of shew-bread. But 
it is not improbable, that tables in the plural arc put for 
table in the singular, and that he speaks of that on which 
the bread stood before the Lord. Which, I suppose, was 
of gold, as the other w T ere of silver. 

Ver. 20. Moreover, the candlesticks with their lamps, that 
they should burn after the manner.] Which God had ap- 
pointed in the law of Moses. • 

Before the oracle, of pure gold.] Here the Targum calls 
the oracle, the house of expiations: because into this most 
holy place the high-priest went with the blood, to make 
atonement on the great day of expiation. 

Ver. 21. And the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, 
made he of gold, and that perfect gold.] The Hebrew word 
miklot, whicli signifies perfection, denotes gold most puri- 
fied, as Kimchi saitli their doctors expound it. But he 
thinks it signifies simply, all these vessels were of gold. 
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Ver. 22. And the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, 
and the censers, of pure gold.] See upon 1 Kings vii. 50. 

And the entry of the house, tlie inner doors thereof for the 
most holy place, and the doors of the house of the temple, 
tvere of gold.] They were not entirely of massy gold, but of 
wpod, (as we read 1 Kings vi. 31, &c.) covered with plates 
of gold, (ver. 35.. and see 1 Kings xviii. 16.) 



CHAP. V. 

Tr 
HUS all the xvork that Solomon made for the 

house of the Lord was finished : and Solomon brought in all 
tlie things that David his father had dedicated; and the 
silver, and the gold, and all the instruments, put he among 
the treasures of the house of God.} See 1 Kings vii. 51. Da- 
vid, we read-.l Chron. xxii. 14.. made, such vast prepara- 
tions for building of this house, that there was more than 
could be spent in the work. .What remained, therefore, So- 
lomon would not employ to his own use, but laid it up in 
the treasures of God's house. 

Ver. 2. Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and 
all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the chil- 
dren of Israel, unto Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is in Zion.] 
See 1 Kings viii. 1. 

Ver. 3. Wherefore all the men of Israel assembled them- 
selves unto the king.'] That is, all tlie persons forementioned. 

In the feast which teas in the seventh month.] See 1 Kings 
viii. 2. The feast of tabernacles, which they kept seven 
days; and the feast of dedication, which lasted as many, 
(chap. vii. 9.) 

Ver. 4. And all the elders of Israel came; and the Levites 
took up the ark.] That is, they whose office it was to 
carry it. 

Ver. 5. And they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the 
tabernacle ; these did the priests and the Levites bring up.] 
See 1 Kings viii. 3. 

Ver. 6. Also king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Israel that were assembled unto him before the ark, sacri- 
ficed sheep and oxen, which could not be told nor numbered 
for multitude.] See 1 Kings viii. 5. The observation of 
Victorinus Strigelius upon this history is very pious: That 
nothing is more lovely in human things, than such con- 
cord as here appeared among all orders of men ; both of 
teachers and learners, magistrates, soldiers, and people, 
who were all combined to promote the service and honour 
of God. Such unity ought to be studied by Christian peo- 
ple, that wc may be all one, as our Saviour prayed. 

Ver. 7. And the priests brought in the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord unto his place, to the oracle of the house, in 
the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherzibims.] 
The very same words are in 1 Kings viii. 6. (See there.) 

Ver. 8. For the cherubims spread forth their wings over 
the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and 
the staves thereof above.] And this verse also is the same 
with 3 Kings viii. 7. * 

Ver. 9.. And they drew out the staves of the ark, tltat the 
ends of the staves vjere seen from the ark before the oracle, 
but they were not seen without. And there it is unto this 
day.] Or, they are there, as the margin hath it, out of 



] Kings viii. 8. where there are the same words. And 
when that book was written they were exactly true; but 
when this author transcribed them into this book, after the 
captivity, there were then neither staves nor ark remaining: 
therefore he only relates how Solomon settled* things. 
(See my notes there.) 

Ver. 10. There was nothing in the ark save the two tables 
which Moses put therein at Horeb, when the Lord made a 
covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out oj 
Egypt.'] These words also are there explained. (Sec 1 
Kings viii. 10.) 

Ver. 11. And it came to pass, when the priests were come 
out of the holy place.] Whither they carried the ark, and 
set it in its place. 

For all the priests that were present were sanctified, and 
did not then wait by course.] As David had appointed in 
the ordinary service at the temple. But upon this extra- 
ordinary occasion they all attended (though it * was not 
their course), at least as many as could, and were sancti- 
fied to do all the duties of this great day. For, as Kimchi 
observes, there were such a multitude of sacrifices offered, 
that the service of them all was necessary. 

Ver. 12. Also the Levites which were the singers, all of 
them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and 
their brethren, being arrayed in. white linen, having cym- 
bals, and psalteries, and harps.] According to their several 
families/as the Targum well explains it; viz, those of the 
family of Asaph, &c. 

Stood at the east end of the altar.] Where the Talmudists 
say there were two desks for them to stand in and sing. 
One of which had fifteen steps, on which they sung those 
songs called the Songs of Degrees, or Steps. For, there 
is no better account, I/Empereur thinks, can be given of 
that name. 

And with them a hundred and twenty priests sounding 
with trumpets.] Who joined with the Levites, it appears by 
tlie next verse, in praising God. 

Ver. 13. It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and 
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in prais- 
ing and thanking the Lord.] When they were all ready, as 
one man, to make with one voice a loud sound. 

And when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets, and 
cymbals, and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, 
saying.] As soon as they began to sound, and play on the 
instruments, and sing the following words. 

For he is good; for his mercy endurethfor ever.] Many 
think they sung the whole psalm, which thus begins, O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, &c. And so the LXX. 
in this place, IfiofioXoyuaSt r$ Kvpfy, &c. and the Vulgar in 
like manner. 

That then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house 
of the Lord.] In the Hebrew there is nothing answering to 
the word even : but the whole may be thus plainly rendered, 
The house was filled with the cloud of the house of the Lord. 
.That is, with the cloud that was wont to be in the most 
holy place, and was the token of the gracious presence and 
favour of the Divine Majesty among them. 

Ver. 14. So that the priests could not stand to minister by 
reason of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the 
house of God.] See 1 Kings viii. 19. It is a pious reflection 
which Victorinus Strigelius makes upon this place : Which ' 
adraonishcth us, saith he, first, of the presence of God in 
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his church ; and, secondly, of the abrogation of the Lcviti- 
cal worship. It is a most sweet promise of our Saviour, 
Where two or three are gathered in my name, I will be there 
present in the midst of them. Thus when the Levites here 
sung his praises, the house of God was filled with a cloud, 
which was the token of his presence: and when tho au- 
ditors of the apostles prayed, (Acts iv. 31.) the whole house 
where they were assembled was shaken, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Ghost : but the Levitical priests being 
unable to discharge their office, after the majesty of the 
Lord filled the house; it was a plain signification that their 
ministry and way of worship should cease, when the Mes- 
siah came, in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily. 



CHAP. VL 

Vcr. 1. JL HEN said Solotnon, The Lord hath said that he 
woulddwellin the thick darkness. ,] When Solomon saw that 
token of the Divine presence, he made this speech to the 
priests. See 1 Kings viii. 12. and the following verses ; for 
there is little in this chapter but what is there explained : 
the sense, and commonly the very words, being the same. 
The paraphrase of the Targum upon these words is very 
remarkable, which is this : "The Lord would have his Sche- 
chinah, or glorious presence, to reside in his city Jerusa- 
lem/in his sanctuary, w r hich I have built to the name of his 
Word ; and, behold, a thick cloud covereth it." This notion 
of God's dwelling in darkness was among the heathen (who 
hence learned it), for Justin Martyr observes, that Orpheus, 
and anothcr'ancient writer, call God Ilayfcpv^oV, altogether 
hidden. And the Lacedemonians, who pretend to be of 
kin to the Jews, had a temple dedicated to Z*vc 2fcor«voc, 
Jupiter the dark, as Strabo relates out of Pausanias. (See 
Meurs. Miscell. Lacon. lib. i. cap. 1.) 

Ver. 2. But I have built a house of habitation for thee, and 
a place for thy dwelling for ever.'] See there, 1 Kings viii. 13. 

Ver. 3. And the king hirned his face, and blessed the whole 
congregation of Israel (and all the congregation of Israel 
stood).'] Who were in the great court before the house. 
(See there, ver. 14.) 

Ver. 4. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
who hath with his hands fulfilled that which he spake with 
his mouth to my father David, saying.] The same with what 
is there said, ver. 15. 

Ver. 5. Since the day that I brought forth my people out 
of the land of Egypt, I chose no city among all the tribes of 
Israel to build a house in, that my name might be there; nei- 
ther chose I any man to be a ruler over my people Israel.] 
The last words of this verse are very different from those 
1 Kings viii. 16. where it is said, but I chose David to be 
over my people Israel. Till whose time there was no set- 
tled succession of a ruler, that he and his posterity should 
reign over them; but God raised up judges out of what 
tribe* and family he pleased : and when he made Saul king, 
did not continue that dignity in his family, as he did to 
David. 

Ver. 6. But I have chosen Jerusalem, that my name might 
be there ; and have chosen David to be over my people Israel.] 
But now he declared both the city wherein he would dwell, 
and also the person and family whom he would have to 
govern Israel. 



Ver. 7. Now, it was in the teart of David my father to 
build a house for the name of the Lord God of Israel. .. 

Ver. 8. But the Lord said to David my father, Foras- 
much as ittvas in thine heart to build a house for my name, 
thou didst well in that it was in thine heart. 

Ver. 9. Notwithstaudhig thou shalt not build the house; 
but thy son, which shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall 
build the house for my name. 

Ver. 10. The Lord therefore hath performed his word 
that he hath spoken; for lam risen vp iu the room of David 
my father, and am set on the throne of Israel, as the Lord 
promised, and have built the house for the name of the Lord 
God of Israel.] All these four verses are in the same words, 
1 Kings viii. 17 — 20. (See there.) I shallonly therefore 
observe here, how the Targum translates the last words of 
this verse; built a house to the name of the Word of the 
Lord God of Israel. In which he makes the Word a dis- 
tinct person from the Lord God of Israel, but Lord God 
also ; else he would not have built a house for his name, 
that he might be there worshipped and served. 

Ver. 11. And in it have I put the ark, wherein is the cove- 
nant of the Lord, that he made with the children of Israel.] 
There is no difference between these words and those 
1 Kings viii. 21. but that there he saith, I have set there the 
place of the ark; which is tho same in effect with these 
words, which signify he had put the ark in the most holy 
place. 

Ver. 12. And he stood before the altar of the Lord, in the 
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands.] See upon 1 Kings viii. 22. 

Ver. 13. For Solomon had made a brazen scaffold of five 
cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits high, and 
had set it in the midst of the court; and upon it he stood, and 
kneeled down upon his knees before all the congregation of 
Israel, and spread forth his hands towards heaven.] This 
verse is added to what we read in the book of the Kings : 
and, as Solomon Jarchi observes, hath relation to what 
goes before, in the presence of all Israel. For he was ad- 
vanced higher than they, that he might be seen and heard 
of all. 

Ver. 14. And said, O Lord God of Israel, there is no God 
like thee in the heaven, nor in the earth; which keepest cove- 
nant, and shewest mercy unto thy servants that walk before 
thee with all their hearts.] See 1 Kings viii. 23. where there 
are the same words. 

Ver. 15. Thou which hast kept with thy servant David my 
father that which thou hast promised him; and spakest 
with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is 
this day. 

Ver. 16. Now therefore, O Lord God of Israel, keep with 
thy servant David my father that which thou hast promised 
him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to 
sit upon the throne of Israel; yet so that thy children take 
heed to their way to walk in my law, as thou hast walked be- 
fore me.] These two verses, with very little difference, are 
in 1 Kings viii. 24, 25. 

Ver. 17. Now then, O Lord God of Israel, let thy word 
be verified, which thou hast spoken mito thy servant David. 

Ver. 18. ( But will God in very deed dwell with men on the 
earth ? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of heavens, cannot 
contain thee ; how much less this house which I have built!)] 
Sec there, ver. 2G, 27. I shall only add the gloss of Kim- 
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chi upon the last words, " Thou art rather the place of 
this world, and eomprehendest all things, than the -world 
the place of thee, which cannot comprehend thee. Where- 
fore then have I built this temple? it w r as.only that thy 
gracious presence might dwell there, hearing the prayers 
which shall be made in this place/' Sdthe next words 
import. ' <■ • . * ' ■ r? ; X*** 

Ver. 19. Have respect therefore to the prayer of thy ser- 
vant, and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken 
unto the cry and the prayer which thy servant prayeih 
before thee.] See tL^re, ver. 28. 

Ver. 20. That thine eyes may be open upon this house day 
and night, upon the place whereof thou hast said that thou 
wouldest put thy name there; to hearken unto the prayer 
which thy servant pray eth towards this place*] Those words, 
that thine eyes may be open, the Targum expounds, By his 
Divine providence and protection/in thisplaee of the resi- 
dence of his gracious presence, as the words there are. 

Ver. 21; Hearken therefore unto the supplications ofithy 
servant, and of thy people Israel, which they 1 shall make to- 
wards this place: hear thou from thy dwelling-plac$ even 
from heaven ; and wlien thou hear est, forgive.] Seel Kings 
viii. 30. '. ■ ' \*\ * ! I /-: 

Ver; 22. If a man sin against his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid upon him to make him swear, and the oath come be- 
fore thine altar in this house.] See there, ver. 31. Whereby 
it appears, that a man who was to purge himself of any 
trespass, whereof he was accused against his neighbour, by 
an oath, was to do it at the temple, before thetaltarrif 
God, from whom he expected remission of sin. 

Ver. 23. Tlien hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge 
thy servants, by requiting the wicked, by recompensing his 
way uponhis own head; and by justifying the righteous y by 
giving him according to his righteousness.] See there, 
1 Kings viii. 32. * »» - % 'I ' 

Ver. 24. And if thy people Israel be put to the worse be- 
fore tlte enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and 
shall return and confess thy name, and pray and make sup* 
plication before thee in this house: 

Ver. 25. Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive 
the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gavest to them, and to their fathers.] These 
two verses are, in a manner, the very same with those 
1 Kings viii. 33, 34. .- 

Ver. 2G. When the heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, 
because they have sinned against thee; yet if they pray to- 
wards thisplaee, and confess thy name, and turn from their 
sin, when thou dost afflict them.] This and all the rest to 
ver. 32. are the same, in a manner, with 1 Kings viii. 35^ 36, 
&c. And therefore see the explication of them there : and 
in ver. 29. he desires, that all prayers, whether for private 
or public concerns that were made here, might be heard. 

Ver. 27. Tlien hear thou from heaven, and forgive tlie sin 
of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, when thou hast 
taught them' the good way wherein they should walk ; and 
send rain upon thy land, which thou hast given unto thy peo* 
pie for an inlieritance. 

Ver. 28. Iftliere be dearth in the land, if there be pesti- 
lence, if there be blasting, or mildew, locusts, or caterpillars; 
if (heir enemies besiege them in the cities of their land; what- 
soever sore, or whatsoever sickness there be : 

Ver. 29. Then what prayer, or wliat supplication soever 



shall be made of any man, or of all thy people Israel, when 

.every one shall know his own sore, and his own grief and 

shall spread forth his hands in this house: * - . 

Ver. 30. Tlien hear thou from heaven thy dwelling-place, 
and forgive, and render unto every man according unto all 
his ways, whose heart thou knowest (for thou only knowest 
the hearts of the children of men); 

Ver. 31. Tliat they may fear thee, to walk.in- thy ways 
so long as they live in the land which thou gavest unto our 
fathers. \ *• ; . * • • r 

Ver. 32. Moreover, concerning (lie stranger, which is not 
of thy people Israel, but is come from afar country for thy 
great name's sake, and thy mighty hand, and thy stretched- 
out arm; if they come and pray in this house: 

Ver. 33. Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling-place, and do according to all that the stranger 
calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may know 
thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may 
know that this house, which I have built, is called by thy 
name.] These two verses are there also explained, in ver. 
41 — 43. Unto which I shall here add this pious reflection 
which Dr. Jackson makes upon them : " Solomon knew the 
goodness of God to be so great, that it could not be a whit 
lessened towards Israel, how far soever it was extended 
towards other people. Happy had it been for that nation, 
if their charity had been like this of their heavenly Father. 
But it was their seeking -to engross God's promised bless- 
ings to mankind, which brought that grievous curse upon 
them, tinder which they groan at this day." t , , 

Ver. 34. If thy people go out to war against their ene- 
mies by the way that thou shalt send them, and they pray 
unto thee towards this city which thou hast chosen, and the 
house which I have built for- thy name : 

Ver. 35. Then hear thou from the heavens their prayer 
and their supplication, and maintain their cause. 

Ver. 36. If they sin against thee (for there is no man 
that sinneth not), and thou be angry with them, and deliver 
them over before their enemies, and they carry them away 
captives unto a land far off or near ; 

Ver. 37. Yet if they bethink themselves in the land tvhi- 
ther they are carried captives', and turn and pray unto thee 
in' the land of their captivity, saying, We have sinned, we- 
have done amiss, and have dealt wickedly; . 

Ver. 38* If they return to thee with all their heart, and 
with all their soul, in the land of their captivity, whither 
they have carried them captives, and pray towards their land, 
which thou gavest unto their fathers, and towards the city 
which thou hast chosen, and towards the house which I have 
built for thy name: 

Ver. 39. Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling-place, their prayer and their supplications, and 
maintain their cause, and forgive thy people which have 
sinned against thee.] All these verses are, with some small 
variation in a few words, and a large addition to the last 
verses, in 1 Kings viii. 44 — 50. 

Ver/40. Now, my God, let (I beseech thee) thine eyes 
be open, and let thine ears be attentunto the prayer that is 
made in thisplaee.] He sums up all these words, beseech- 
ing him, that the prayer which was presented to him here, 
for any blessing, of what sort soever it was, might be gra- 
ciously accepted by him. i ■ 

Ver; 41. Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into thy rest- 
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ing-place,thou, and the ark of thy strength : let thy priests, 
O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let thy saints 
rejoice in goodness.] These words are part of Psal. cxxxii. 
8, 9. with a little alteration. Wherein he beseeches God 
to take up his habitation here, together with his ark (where- 
by such wonders and miracles had been wrought), and stir 
from hence no more. And, then, that he would defend his 
priests, who ministered to him hero ; that they might ob- 
tain his blessings for others: so that all the people might 
rejoice in his great bounty to them. The Targum here 
translates the first words after a remarkable manner: Now 
therefore, before the Lord God, rest in thy glory, thou, and 
the ark of thy strength. Upon which words an unanswer- 
able question is made by Beckius to the Jews ; Who is 
this thou, who, according to their paraphrase, rests before 
Jehovah? Their mouths are stopped, unless they acknow- 
ledge another Jehovah, that is, the Word of God (as he is 
commonly called in the Targum), the second person in the 
ever-blessed Trinity. 

* Ver. 42. O Lord God, turn not away the face of thine 
anointed.'] Since he had appointed Solomon to be king of 
his people, he hoped God would have a regard to his 
bumble petition. For as to look upon one, or lift up the 
countenance upon him, is to have a kind respect to him ; 
so to turn away the face, is to reject and refuse him. 

Remember the mercies of David thy servant.] This is an- 
other argument for hope, that his prayer would be granted : 
because God had such a great kindness for David, that he 
had made very large and most gracious promises unto him, 
and his seed after him. 



CHAR VII. 

Ver. 1. IV OW,when Solomon had made an end of praying, 
the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt- 
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled 
the house.~] See I Kings viii. 11. This is added to what is 
recorded in that book, to shew God's gracious acceptance 
of Solomon's prayer and sacrifices; to give him assurance 
he would be present in this place, and grant all their peti- 
tions. Of which he gave two demonstrations: one by fire 
sent down from heaven to consume the sacrifices ; the other 
*by the glorious cloud filling the whole house. By the for- 
mer of these, the first sacrifice that we read of in Scripture 
(that of Abel), it is generally thought was declared to be 
acceptable unto God,(Gen.iv. 4.) And when the tabernacle 
was erected, and Aaron consecrated, there was the same 
testimony given of God's presence there, as here at the 
consecration of the temple, Lev. ix. 24. (See what I have 
there noted, and in other places.) I shall only farther add, 
that the like miraculous token of God's acceptance was 
shewn, when Elijah contested with the priests of Baal, 
(1 Kings xviii.) and when David offered sacrifice in the 
thrashing-floor of Araunah, (1 Chron. xxi. 26.) which had 
relation to what was now done : for David sacrificed in the 
very place where the temple was built; and therefore by 
both these miracles God declared he would be worshipped 
in this place. * They differ only in this, that by the first God 
admonished David where the temple should be built: and 
by this he approved and consecrated it when it was built. 
Dr. Jackson most judiciously adds, that thus was the con- 
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secration of the Son of God to his eternal priesthood con- 
firmed by the apparition of the Holy Ghost in a flame of 
fire; which was the accomplishment of tho appearanccof 
Aaron's consecration, and of this at the consecration of the 
temple. 

Ver. 2. And the priests could not enter into the house of 
*the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord's 
house.] See Exod. xl. 35. 1 Kings viii. 11. But another 
great man (Dr. Alix) thinks it pertinent here to observe, 
that there was no such thing in the second temple: though 
the Lord Christ was to appear in it, and make the glory of 
the last house greater than the first. For the appearance 
of the flames of fire on the day of Pentecost was notin'the 
temple, but in Jerusalem : when the Messiah was exalted 
to his heavenly sanctuary, and the temple devoted to de- 
struction by the Romans. 

Ver. 3. And when all the children of Israel saw how tJie 
fire came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house.] 
Hero was a great assurance that God would be present in 
this place, in that the glory of the Lord not only filled the 
house, but appeared upon the house: so that all the people 
might see it, and not only have the word of the priests for 
it. By this they were satisfied that it was God's house, 
where he would accept their sacrifices, hear their prayers, 
and bestow his blessing upon them. There is no mention 
here made of the cloud, as in the book of the Kings; but 
that is comprehended, as Abarbinel observes, in the glory 
and the fire, which were in the cloud. It came down at the 
first like a cloud, and then broke out in such a light and 
splendour, as they were not able to. behold: and a flame 
came out upon the altar, and consumed the sacrifices that 
lay upon it. . * . ( 

TJiey bowed themselves with their faces to the ground 
upon the pavement, and' worshipped.] They bowed down to 
the middle of their body, and fell prostrate upon the floor, 
which was the most profound adoration. These were two 
distinct acts of worship (bowing and falling flat on the 
face), but here are joined together upon this great occa- 
sion. As Dr. Hyde observes in his Relig. Vet. Persarum, 
cap. 1. where he notes out of Maimonides, that the pave- 
ment was kept very clean : it being unlawful for any one to 
come into the court with their shoes on their feet, or so 
much as to spit there. 

And praised the Lord, saying, For he is good ; for Ms 
mercy eudurethfor ever.] They praised and gave thanks to 
God (as they had great reason to do, the fire from heaven 
and the cloud of glory being manifest tokens of God's pre- 
sence among them) in the same words which the priests had 
used, who sung the eighty-sixth psalm. (See ver. 13.) 

Ver. 4. Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices 
before the Lord.] They had offered sacrifices before; but 
now they renew them, and offer more in acknowledgment of 
this new assurance of God's love unto them, 

Ver. 5. And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty 
and tivo thousand oxen, and a hundred and twenty thousand 
sheep.] See 1 Kings viii. G3. where it is said, be offered only 
twenty thousand oxen; which was a. vast number, but not 
incredible : nor are these two places inconsistent, as I have 
there shewn. 

So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God.] 
Thus the dedication of the temple ended. 

Ver. G.' And the priests waited on their offices; the Levites 
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also ivith instruments of music of the Lord.] They are called 
musical instruments of the Lord, because David had made 
them, as it here follows, to praise the Lord withal, because 
his mercy endurethfor ever. (See 1 Chron. xv. 16.) 

When David praised by their ministry.] For they sung 
the psalm of praise which he composed 1 Chron. xvi. 7, 
&c. In the Hebrew the words are behallil Dabid beja- 
tham, with the hallel (that is, the hymn of praise) which 
David had put into their hands for that purpose. 

And the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all Is- 
rael stood .] For that was the common posture of worship, 
whether in prayer' or praises. 

Ver. 7. Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the 
court that was before the house of the Lord: for there he 
offered burnt-offerings, and the fat of the peace-offerings, be- 
cause the brazen altar tohich Solomon had made teas not 
able to receive the burnt-offerings, and the meat-offerings, 
and the fat. 

Ver. 8. Also at the same time Solomon kept the feast seven 
days, and all Israel ivith him, a very great congregation, 
from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt. 

Ver. 9. Andin the eighth day they made a solemn assem- 
bly / for they kept the dedication of the altar seven days, 
and the feast seven days.] These verses, and the next, are 
explained in 1 Kings viii. 64 — 66. 

Ver. 10. And on the three-and- twentieth day of the se- 
venth month he sent the people away into their tents, glad 
and merry in heart for the goodness that the Lord had 
shewed unto David, and to Solomon, and to Israel his peo- 
ple.] The Targum thus glosses upon the last words df 
this verse, which express the joy of the people: For the 
goodness of the Lord, shewn unto David in the opening 
of the doors of the sanctuary; and unto Solomon, whose 
prayer God had accepted, and vouchsafed his glorious 
presence, in the house he had built; and unto his people 
Israel, in his gracious acceptance of their sacrifices, and 
sending down fire from heaven to consume them. 

Ver. 11. Thus Solomon finished the house' of the Lord, 
and the king's house: and all that came into Solomon's 
Jteart to make in the house of the Lord, and in his own 
house, he prosperously effected.] See 1 Kings ix. 1. 

Ver. 12. And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night.] 
See 1 Kings ix. 2. 

And said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
chosen this place, to myself for a house of sacrifice.] As 
appeared by the fire which came down from heaven, and 
consumed the sacrifice at the consecration of this house. 

Ver. 13. If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if 
I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pes- 
tilence among my people.] Famine and pestilence were two 
sore punishments, wherewith God afflicted them for' their 
sins: and the former of them was caused sometimes by 
want of rain, and sometimes by locusts, who ate up what 
the earth produced for their sustenance. 

Ver. 14. If my people, which are called by my name, shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn 
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and 
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.] He had 
petitioned for the Divine favour and clemency upon no 
other condition. 

Ver. 15. Now mine eyes shall be open, and mine cars at- 
tent unto the prayer that is made in this place] Some take 
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these phrases to signify, that he will always discern, whe- 
ther they were such as they ought to be; but they rather 
have the same sense with the next verse,'that he would 
have a gracious respect to them, and testify it by hearing 
their prayers, as he desired, chap. vi. 40. 

Ver. 16. For now'have I chosen and sanctified this house, 
that my name may be there for ever ; and mine eyes and 
mine heart shall be there perpetually.] See this explained 
1 Kings ix. 3. 

Ver. 17. And as for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, 
as David thy father walked, and do according to all that I 
havecommanded thee, and shalt observe my statutes and my 
judgments.] See there, ver. 4. 

Ver. 18. Then will I stablish the throne of thy kingdom, 
according as I have covenanted with David thy father, say- 
ing, Tltere shall not fail thee a man to be ruler in Israel. 

Ver. 19, But if ye turn away, and forsake my statutes 
and commandments, which I have set before you, and shall 
go and serve other gods, and worship them; 

Ver. 20. Then will I pluck them up by the roots out of 
my land which I have given them; and this house, which I 
have sanctified for my name, will I cast out of my sight, 
and will make it to be a proverb arid a by-word among all 
nations. 

Ver. 21: And this house, whichis high, shall be an astonish- 
ment to every one that passeth by it ;j>o that he shall say, 
Wliy hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and unto this 
house ? 

Ver. 22. And it shall be answered, Because they forsook 
the Lord . God of their fathers, tohich brought them forth 
out of the land of Egypt, and laid hold on other gods, and 
ivorshipped them, and served them: therefore hath he 
brought all this evil upon them.] This and the foregoing 
verses are the same with those 1 Kings ix. 6 — 9. and there 
have been explained. 



CHAP. VIIL 

Ver. 1. ^LND it came to pass (at the end of twenty years, 
wherein Solomon had built the house of the Lord, and his 
own house).] See 1 Kings ix. 10. 

Ver. 2. Tliat the cities which Huram had restored to So- 
lomon, Solomon built them, and caused the children of Is- 
rael to dwell thtfe.] This is a short relation of what- is 
more largely told in the book of the Kings, chap. ix. 12, 13. 
only here we are further informed, that these cities being 
restored to Solomon, who had given them to Huram (who 
disliked them), Solomon built them so, tli?it his own sub- 
jects became the inhabiters of them. 

VeT. 3. And Solomon tvent to Ilamath-zobah, and pre- 
vailed against it.] This country lay between Euphrates, 
which was the eastern bounds of it; and Damascus, which 
was the western, as Bochartus hath demonstrated in his 
Phaleg. lib. ii. cap. 7. 

VeT. 4. And he buil( Tadmor in the wilderness.] See au 
account of this in 1 Kings ix. 18. 

And all the store-cities which he built in Hamath.] All 
the cities wherein he laid up provision for war, were in 
fhis country of Hamath-zobah, as well as Tadmor. 

Ver. 5. Also he built 'Beth-horon the upper, and Beth- 
horon'the nether, fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars.] 
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Only one of these cities is mentioned in tho book of tho 
Kings, viz. the nether. But both of them were built before, 
and he now only repaired, enlarged, beautified, and made 
them strong places. (Sec 1 Kings ix. 17.) 

Ver. G. And Baalath, and all the store-cities that Solo- 
mon had.] That is, elsewhere as well as in tho land of 
Hamath. 

And all the chariot-cities, and the cities of the horsemen, 
and all that Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, and in 
Lebanon, and throughout all the land of his dominion.} 
Bco 1 Kings ix. 19. 

Ver. 7. As for all the' people that were left of the Hittites, 
and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
the Jebnsites, which were not of Israel, 

Ver. 8. But of their children, who were left after them in 
the land, whom the children of Israel consumed not, them 
did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day. 

Ver. 9. But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no 
servants for his work; but they were mm of war, and chief 
of his captains, and captains of his chariots and horsemen.] 
These three verses are the same with 1 Kings ix. 20—22. 

Ver. 10. And these were the chief of king Solomon's offi- 
cers, even two hundred and fifty y that bare rule over the 
people.] How this agrees with the book of the Kings, 
where it is said they were five hundred and fifty, sec upon 
1 Kings ix. 23. 

Ver. 11. And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pha- 
raoh out of the city of David.] Where she first dwelt> 
(1 Kings iii. 1.) 

Unto the house that he had built for her.] Sec 1 Kings 
vii. 8. 

For he said, My wife shall not dwell in the house of Da- 
vid king of Israel, because the places are holy, ivhereunto the 
ark of the Lord hath come.] All houses into which the ark 
had come, were not thereby made holy, for then the house 
of Obed-Edom would have been so. But where it had 
been settled so long, as it had been in David's house, and 
had a tabernacle made for it, there was a special regard to 
the place, where it had made its abode: and Solomon 
would not suffer' a stranger (for so his wife was, though 
proselyted) to keep her court there. For it is not likely, 
she, and all her servants, had embraced the law of Moses, 
though they had renounced idolatry; and so might many 
ways defile a place, which had been made sacred by a 
Divine presence in it: many other reasons aro given by 
interpreters, to which I refer the reader:' and only add, 
that Abarbincl thought it sufficient to say, that it would 
have sounded very ill, to hear the people say, that Pha- 
raoh's daughter dwelt where the ark of God had inhabited. 
And he looks upon this as an argument, that the heart of 
Solomon continued hitherto right with God, and had no 
intentions to commit those sins he afterward did: and 
therefore God at this time vouchsafed him the gift of 
prophecy. 

Ver. 12. Then Solomon offered burnt-offerings unto the 
Lord on the altar of the Lord, which he had built before 
the porch.] That is, he settled the daily sacrifice at the 
lemplc. 

. Ver. 13. Even after a certain rate every day, offering ac- 
cording to the commandment of Moses, on the sabbaths, and 
on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, three times in 
the year ; even in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the 



feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.] He took 
caro the law of Moses should be strictly observed, which 
prescribed what offerings should be offered every day, 
(Exod. xxix. 38, 39.) and at several other solemn times, 
here mentioned, (Exod. xxiii. 14. and other places.) 

Ver. 14. And he appointed, according to the order of 
David his father, the courses of the priests to their service, 
and the Levites to their charges, to praise and minister be- 
fore the priests, as (lie duty of every day required.] Next of 
all he took care to confirm and establish the ordcrswhich 
David had made, for the regular attendance of the priests 
and Levites upon the service of God. Who were but few 
in the days of Moses, in comparison of what they were 
now; and therefore David disposed them so, that all con- 
fusion might be avoided : and also assigned them new em- 
ployments, in singing the. hymns whichhe composed, and 
playing upon musical instruments, whereby he made the 
service of God more beautiful and cheerful. (See 1 Chron. 
xxiv. xxv.) 

The porters also by their courses' at every gate.] These 
words shew that the porters were distributed into twenty- 
four courses, as well as the priests and Levites : though 
this order of David's be not there expressly mentioned,, 
(Sec what I have noted upon 1 Chron. xxvi. 27, 28.) 

For so David the man of God commanded.] He is called 
by tho name of the man of God, as Moses was ; because 
after Moses there was none like him, so divinely inspired, 
to raise the public worship of God to a higher pitch) by 
his heavenly hymns;, and to direct the manner of its per- 
formance in such order, that God was served (if I may use 
here those words of his) in the beauty of holiness. For 
though Solomon, as Strigelius observes, was a very wise 
man in natural knowledge, and in political affairs, and in 
moral and Divine things ; yet he was much inferior to 
David in piety, and in the gift of prophecy ; as the book 
of Psalms alone is sufficient to testify : in which there, are 
so many glorious predictions of the Messiah. 

Ver. 15. And they departed not from the commandment 
of the king unto the priests and Levites, concerning any 
matter, or concerning the treasures.] Whatsoever had been 
ordered by David in all other matters, Solomon settled 
them, and the priests and Levites obeyed him. 

Ver. 1G. Now, all the work of Solomon was prepared unto 
the day of the foundation of the house of the Lord, and until 
it was finished: so the house of the Lord was perfected.] 
Care was taken, that there should be no stop to the build- 
ing of God's house: because all materials were prepared 
before he began it ; and every thing projected how it should 
be done, in every part of it. 

Ver. 17. Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to 
Eloth, at the sea-side in the land ofEdom.] After he had 
finished all those great works of the house of the Lord, and 
his own house, and built many cities, as before recited ; he 
designed to improve navigation, which the Jews did not 
much understand. And for that end ha went to these places, 
on the Red Sea. (Sec 1 Kings ix. 26.) Eloth (as is observed 
by the learned Nic. Fuller in his Miscellanies, lib. iv. cap, 
20.) lay nearest to 'him, which appears from Deut, ii. 8. 
where we. read that thc'Israclitcs passing by the country qf 
Edom, came first to Eloth and then to Ezion. But Solo- 
mon went first to Ezion, though further off, because there 
was Nav7r//y£ov, tho place where ships were built and fitted 



CHAT, rx.] 



THE SECOND BOOK OF THE CHRONICLES. 



607 



up : which Solomon made haste, with the greatest diligence 
and speed, to inspect, and see in what forwardness they 
were. 

Ver. 18. And Huram sent him, by the hands of his ser- 
vants, ships, and servants that had knowledge of the sea; 
and they tvent with the servants of Solomon to Ophir, and 
took thence four hundred and fifty talents of gold, and 
brought them to king Solomon.'] Besides those ships which 
Solomon had built, Huram sent more, who brought able 
seamen with them to manage the whole fleet. See there, 
ver.27, 28. where only four hundred and twenty talents 
are said to be brought: of which I have there given an ac- 
count, and shewn it doth not disagree with this place. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver.l. iCl-NDwhen the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of 
Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with hard questions at 
Jerusalem, with a very great company, and camels that 
bare spices, and gold in abundance, and precious stones: 
and tvhen she was come to Solomon, she communed with him 
of all that was in her heart. 

Ver. 2. And Solomon told Iter all her questions: and there 
was nothing hid from Solomon which he told her not.'] There 
is little in this chapter, but what, is related in 1 Kings x. 
where see concerning these two verses, ver. 1—3. I shall 
only add, that the hard questions she came to ask, were 
not the curious inquiries into the secrets of natural things, 
or new political matters, but about things pertaining to 
piety, and the service of God. For our Saviour saith, she 
came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and should therefore 
rise up in judgment against that generation, who would 
not learn of him: and inl Kings x. 1. it is said, the fame 
she heard of Solomon was concerning the name of the Lord: 
which moved her to this journey. 

Ver. 3. And when the* queen of Sheba had seen the wis- 
dom of Solomon, and the house that he had built, • 

Ver. 4. And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his 
servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their ap- 
parel; his atp-bearers also, and their apparel; and his as- 
cent by tvhichhe tvent up into the house of the Loi'd; there 
was no more spirit in her. 

Ver. 5. And she said to the king, It was a true report 
which I heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of thy 
wisdom. 

Ver. 6. Howbeit, I believed not their words until I came, 
and mine eyes had seen it; and, behold, the one-half of the 
greatness of thy ivisdomwas not told me: for thou exceedest 
live fame that I heard. 

Ver. 7. Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee, and hear thy 
wisdom.] All that is contained in the foregoing verses, is 
related in the same words (with very little difference) in 
1 Kings x. 4 — 8. where see what I have noted. 

Ver. 8. Blessed be the Lord thy God, ivhich delighted in 
thee, to set thee on his throne, to be king for the Lord thy 
God.] In these words she says a great deal more than ih 
there related ver. 9. for she here calls the throne of Israel 
the throne of the Lord: and acknowledges Solomon to be 
made king for the Lord his God; that is, not only to rule 
by his authority, and as his viceroy, but for his glory, and 
to promote his religion. 



Because thy God loved Israel, to establish theni far ever, 
therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgment and 
justice.] See upon 1 Kings x. 9. 

Ver. 9. And she gave the king a hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, and of spices great abundance, and precious 
stones: neither was there any such spied as the queen of 
Sheba gave king Solomon. 

Ver. 10. And the servants also of Huram, and the ser- 
vants of Solomon, ivhich. brought gold from Ophir, brought 
algum-trees and precious stones. 

Ver. 11 i And the king made. of the algum-trees terraces 
to the house of tlte Lord, and to the king's palace, and harps 
and psalteries for singers: and there were none such seen 
before in the land ofJudah.] This and the two foregoing 
verses are explained in 1 Kings x.,10 — 12. 

Ver. 12. And Jcing Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba 
all her desire, whatsoever she asked, besides that which she 
had brought unto the king. So she turned, and went away 
toiler oivn land, she and her servants.] The last clause, 
concerning his presents (viz. besides that ivhich she had 
brought unto the king), is expressed much otherwise in 
1 Kings x. 13. where the words are, besides that which 
Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. What is here ex- 
plained to have been done, to requite her for the great 
presents she had made the king. 

'Ver. 13. Nqw, the weight of gold that came to Solomon 
in one year was six hundred and threescore and six talents 
of gold.] See there, ver. 14. 

Ver. 14. Besides that tvhich chapmen and merchants 
brought: and all the kings of Arabia, and governors of 
the country, brought gold and silver unto Solomon.] See 
there, ver. 15. 

Ver. 15. And king Solomon made.two hundred targets of 
beaten gold: six hundred shekels of beaten gold went to one 
target. 

Ver. 1G. And three hundred shields made he of beaten 
gold; three hundred shekels of beaten gold went to one 
shield: and the king put them in the house of the forest of 
Lebanon.'] See both this and the foregoing verse there, ex- 
plained, ver. 16, 17. 

Ver. 17. Moreover, the kingmade a great throne of ivory, 
and overlaid it ivith pure gold. 

Ver. 18. And there were six steps to the throne, with a 
footstool of gold, which there fastened to the throne, and 
stays on each side of the sitting-place, and two lions stand- 
ing by the stays.] These and the follpwing. verses are ex- 
plained in 1 Kings x. 18—21. where there are. the same 
w r ords; only here is mention made of a footstool of gold, 
which is not taken notice of there. 

Ver. 19. 'And twelve lions stood there on the one side and 
on the other upon the six steps : there was not the : like 
made in any kingdom. 

Ver. 20. And all the drinking-vessels of king Solomon 
were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of 
Lebanon were of pure gold ; none were of silver : itivasnot 
any thing accounted of in the days of Solomon. • 

Ver. 21. For the king's ships went to Tarshish with the 
servants oflluram: every three years once came the shij)S 
of Tarshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and 
peacocks.] 1 See 1 Kings x. 22. 

Ver. 22. And king Solomon passed all the kings of the 
earth in riches and wisdom. 
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* Vcr. 23. And all the kings of the earth sought the pre- 
sence of Solomon, to hear his wisdom, that. God had put in 
his heart. . . 

Ver. 24. And they brought every man his present ; vessels 
of silver, and vessels of gold, and raiment, harness, and 
spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year.] See of these 
verses 1 Kings x. 23 — 25. 

Ver. 25. And Solomo7i had four thousand stalls for horses 
and chariots.] See 1 Kings x. 2G. and what I have noted 
there to make this place and that agree together. 

And twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in the 
chariot-cities, and with the king at Jerusalem.'] See there. 
It is evident that in David's time they had no horses: 
for Absalom, when he had. lost the battle wherein he pe- 
rished, rodo upon a mule to make his escape; and David 
ordered his own mule to carry Solomon to be anointed. 
And indeed the country did not. produce them: but Solo- 
mon being able to make great expenses, had them brought 
out of Egypt, and maintained this number of chariots; 
which resembled those of the Grecians ; that is, they were 
small, with two wheels a-piece, carrying a man or two, 
standing or leaning forward. The following kings could 
not be at this charge; but upon occasion sent for. suc- 
cour from Egypt, and then mention is always made of 
their horses. 

Ver. 26. And he reigned over all the kings, from the river 
even unto the land of the Philistines, and to the border 
of Egypt.] That is, they were tributaries to him. (See 
1 Kings iv. 2G.) 

Ver. 27. And the king made silver. in Jerusalem as stones.] 
This is an hyperbolical expression, signifying such abun- 
dance of it, as exceeded all belief. 

* And cedar-trees made he as the sycamore-trees that are 
in the low plains in abundance.] This is a wild fig-tree, 
with which those countries abound ; bearing fruit not un- 
like to figs, but much sweeter, and have no little seeds 
in .them. And being not so good as others are, little es- 
teqmed, but commonly sold only to the poorer sort of peo- 
ple, as Leon Iiawholf informs us in his Travels, par. i. 
chap. 4. r . ; ' - 

Ver. 28. And they brought unto Solomon horses out of 
Egypt, and out of all lands.] Such as Cappadocia, which 
was. famous for a noble breed of horses. (See 1 Kings x. 
;28.) But Egypt is here especially mentioned, because it 
was nearer, and no place afforded more. From whence, 
•even till the captivity, they sought for supplies, as appears 
by Zedekiah's sending ambassadors to Egypt, requesting 
horses from thence, (Ezek.xvii. 15.) 

Ver. 29. Now, the rest of the acts of Solomon, first and 
last, are they not written in the book of Nathan the prophet, 
and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the vi- 
sions of Iddo the seer, against Jeroboam the son ofNebat?] 
In the first book of the Kings it is only said, that his acts 
were written in the. book of the Acts of Solomon. (See 
chap, xi.' 41.) But here we are told the particular books 
wherein they were recorded. And the last of these authors 
(viz. Iddo) wrote also the acts of Rehoboam, chap.xii. 15. 
of this book : and some suppose he lived till the time of Asa, 
chap. xv. 1. where he is called Obed. Howsoever that be, 
it appears by this, that the prophets, as I noted before, were 
also historians, who gave an account of what passed in 
their times : out of whose work this short history w r as ex- 



tracted. And Abarbinel is of opinion, that there were two 
books or catalogues written of the acts of Solomon; one, 
De Rebus Prioribus, of what passed in the beginning of 
his reign, giving an account of his great buildings, and of 
the splendour wherein he lived, and the prosperity he en- 
joyed; and these were written by Nathan : the other, De 
Rebus Posterioribus, giving an account of what passed in 
the latter end of his life ; how he doated upon women, and 
fell into idolatry, and was threatened with terrible punish- 
ments, and had several adversaries raised against him, &c. 
which were all written by Ahijah the Shilonite. And some 
of these things were also recorded by another author, Iddo ; 
who wrote concerning the acts of Jeroboam, which could 
not be related without touching upon some part of Solo- 
mon's reign. These three did not join to make one book, 
but severally and distinctly gave an account of such things 
as occurred to their knowledge; out of which, it is proba- 
ble, Ezra took many things, which he hath supplied in this 
book, j 

Ver. 30. And Solomon reigned , in Jerusalem over all 
Israel forty years. 

Ver. 31. And Solomon slept with his fathers; and he was 
buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his 
son reigned in his stead.] These two verses are the last 
words of 1 Kings xi. 42, 43. 



CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. JjlND Rehoboam ivent to Shechem:for to Shechem 
were all Israel come to make him king. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat (who was in Egypt, whither he had fled from the 
presence of Solomon the king) heard it, that Jeroboam re- 
turned out of Egypt.] See 1 Kings xii. where this chapter 
is, so fully explained, that little is to be added here. 

Ver. 3. And they sent and called him.] The Targum well 
translates it, for they sent, giving a reason why he returned 
from Egypt. 

So Jeroboam and all Israel came, and spake to Rehoboam, 
saying, 

Ver. 4. Thy father made our yoke grievous: now there- 
fore ease thou somewhat the grievous servitude of thy father, 
and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and we will serve 
thee.] This verse is the same in sense with 1 Kings xii. 4. 
and so arc those that follow, with those that follow there; 
where see them explained. I shall only add, that if this 
complaint of Solomon's hard usage of them was true, it is 
probable that when he was corrupted by the love of money 
and strange women, and fell into idolatry, he also op- 
pressed his subjects; being unable to maintain such great 
expenses, as so many wives and concubines, and build- 
ing them places for religious worship (besides other things 
beforementioned) put him unto, without greater treasures 
than he had heaped up to support them. At least they be- 
gan to be exhausted, which tempted him to these ill 
courses to keep them full. 

Ver. 5. A.nd he said unto them, Come again unto me 
after three days. And the people departed.] The rest of 
this chapter is so much the very same, not only in sense, 
but also in words, with what we had before in the book of 
the Kings, that I shall not transcribe it. 
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CHAP. XI. 

Ver. 1. J1.ND ivhen Kehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 
gathered of the house of Judah and Benjamin a hundred 
and fourscore thousand chosen men, ichich were warriors; to 
fight against Israel, that he might bring the kingdom again 
to Rehoboam, 

Ver. 2. But the word of the Lord came to Shemaiah the 
man of God, saying, 

Ver. 3. Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon king of 
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin, saying, 

Ver. 4. Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor 
fight against your brethren: return every man to his house; 
for this thing is done of me. And they obeyed the words of 
the Lord, and returned from going against Jeroboam;] 
These .four verses I have explained in my notes upon 
1 Kings xu\' 21—24. 

Ver. 5. And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built 
cities for defence in Judah.'] That is, he strengthened his 
frontiers against the ten tribes that were revolted from him. 

Ver. 6. He built ecen Beth-lehem, and Etam, and Tekoa. 

Ver. 7. And Beth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam.] We 

are told in 1 Chron. iv.32. that Etam was a town in the 

tribe of Simeon: therefore this shews that some portion 

' of that tribe adhered to the house of David, after Jeroboam 

made this rent in the kingdom. 

Ver. 8. And Gath, and Mareshah, and Ziph. 

Ver. 9. And Adoraim, and Lachish, and Azekah. 

Ver. 10. And Zorah, and Aijalon, and Hebron, which 
are in Judah and in Benjamin fenced cities.] It is appa- 
rent from hence, that by building cities of defence, (ver. 5.) 
is meant only repairing and fortifying them : for they were 
built before, but perhaps he now enlarged some of them, 
•and made them more capacious. 

Ver. 11. And he fortified the strong holds, and put cap- 
•tains in them, and store of victual, and of oil and wine.] 
These strong holds, I suppose, were in the heart of his 
country: which he furnished with good garrisons and pro- 
visions ; that they might be able to maintain a siege, in case 
their enemies should make an irruption into his country. 

Ver. 12. And in every several city he put* shields and 
spears, and made tliem exceeding strong, having Judah and 
•Benjamin on his side.] Who were two warlike and valiant 
tribes, by whose assistance he made every one of these 
cities a magazine ; out of which, upon occasion, soldiers 
might be furnished with arms. Which was a necessary 
precaution in doubtful times, for the preservation of his 
kingdom. 

Ver. 13. And the priests and the Levites that were in all 
Israel resorted to him out of all their coasts.] So the tribe 
of Levi was added to the tribe of Judah ; though "not 
all the cities wherein they dwelt: which they were forced 
to leave, when they would not conform to the idola- 
trous worship which Jeroboam had set up. The tribe of 
.Simeon likewise was so intermixed with Jndah, that, in all 
probability, more cities of it besides that beforcmentioned, 
if not all, became one body with it; which made Judah a 
very powerful kingdom. 

Ver. 14. For the Levites left their suburbs, and their pos- 
session, and came to Judah and Jerusalem ; for Jeroboam 
and his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's 
office unto the Lord.] After the right manner, according to 



the law of Moses. For they refused to offer sacrifices be- 
fore his calves in Dan and Beth-el : and he would not let 
them go to do their duty at Jerusalem, the place which the 
Lord had chosen ; and therefore they left their dwellings 
and possessions, and went to live there. He mentions 
Jeroboam s sons as well as himself; because they were his 
principal counsellors, and assistants in the change he made 
in religion. 

Ver. 15. And he ordained him priests for the liighplaces, 
and for the devils, and for the calves which he had made.] 
See 1 Kings xii. 28, 29, &c. A new religion being set up 
by Jeroboam, devised out of his own head, wherein he" or- 
dained a solemnity in the eighth month, which was not 
of God's institution, all that he did* was profane. The 
priests profane, the feasts profane : and so were the sa- 
crifices and the whole worship. And therefore he calls (as 
Bochartus well observes) the objects of their worship 
devils and not gods ; and the ministers of this religion he 
calls not cohen, priests, but chemarim: (Hos. x. 5.) and 
their solemnities, instead of the feast of God, he calls the 
day of their king (Hos. vii. 5. because instituted by their 
king, and not by God) ; and the place of worship, instead of 
Beth-el, he calls Beth-aven, (Hos. x. 5. 8.) that is, not the 
house of God, but the house of wickedness, or of idolatry. 
For the ointment (as he speaks) being turned into deadly 
poison, the inscription ought not to remain upon the pot or 
box, wherein it was contained. (See his Hierozoicon, 
par. i. lib. ii. cap. 34. p. 357.) There is' a late writer, in- 
deed (Antonius van Dale), who labours to persuade us, 
that the word seirim (which we translate devils) signifies no 
more than goats; which were worshipped in Egypt: from 
whence Jeroboam lately coming brought this worship along 
with him. But who can think the Israelites would have 
been drawn to adore "so filthy a creature ? which was wor- 
shipped by the Egyptians, as several other hairy creatures 
were, and the image of them held in great veneration (Pan 
being represented below in that form), as Bochartus hath 
observed: yet signified also demons, which appeared in 
that shape. Thus the ancient interpreters, the Chaldee, 
the Syriac, the Arabic, and all the Jews, understand it, as 
the same learned man hath largely shewn, in the ,same 
book, lib. ii. cap. 53. p. 643. 

• Ver. 16. And after them, out of alt the tribes of Israel, 
such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel; came 
to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fat hers.] 
The good example of the priests and Levites moved many 
pious people to quit their habitations and estates, rather 
than forsake, or not have the exercise of their religion. 

Ver. 17. So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 

made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, three years: for 

'three years they walked in the way of David and Solomon.] 

Though the number of people that came to him out of all the 

tribes, added great strength to Rehoboam's kingdom ; yet 

his power was chiefly owing unto God : who protected and, 

•assisted them, as long as he and his people continued in 

.the way of his predecessors, David and Solomon. * From 

which last words some conclude Solomon was a penitent, 

because he is mentioned here as an example of true piety, 

as well as David. But it cannot be certainly inferred hence, 

because this may relate only to the greatest part of his 

reign, before he lapsed in his old age, and forsook the law 

of Moses. The book of Ecclcsiastes is a better proof of it, 
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which the Jews generally think was written when he was 
old: wherein he sensibly expresses the vanity of all earthly 
things; and particularly speaks with great detestation of 
bad women, by whom he had been seduced, (Eccles. vii. 
20.) Here it is to be observed, that the corruption of Judah 
and Israel began in the fourth year of Rehoboam; (sco 
xii.l.) and from thence begin the three hundred and ninety 
years of their iniquity, mentioned by Ezekiel, iv. 5. which 
lasted to the Siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 

Ver. 18. And Rehoboam took him Mahalath, the daughter 
o/Jeremoth the son of David, to wife.] We never read of 
Jercmoth among the sons of David, but only here. Some 
think he was by a concubine, who is not named. 

And Abihail, the daughter ofEliab the son of Jesse.] His 
grand-daughter; for he was David's eldest brother. 

Ver. 19. Which bare him children; Jeush, and Shama- 
ridh, and Zaham.'] He speaks, I suppose, of the latter of 
these wives, who bare him these children. 
... Ver. 20. And after her he took Maachah, the daughter of 
JLbsalom, tvhich bare him Abijah, and Attai, and Ziza, and 
Shelomith.] This wife was his first cousin (as we call such 
persons), being the daughter of his uncle: if this be meant 
of Absalom the son of David. But it is evident this was 
another person of tho same name of Gibeah, which was in 
the tribe of Benjamin, (xiii. 2.) whereas Absalom the son 
of David was of Judah. 

,. Ver. 21. And Rehoboam loved Maachah the daughter of 
Absalom above all his wives and his concubines '(f or & e t°°k 
eighteen wives, and threescore concubines; and begat twenty 
and eight sons, and threescore daughters).] So great was 
their desire of having abundance of children in those days, 
that they entrenched upon the law of God, who commanded 
their kings should not multiply wives. But David indulged 
himself in it, and Solomon a great deal more: and so did 
Rehoboam and Abijah, who had both of them a numerous 
issue. For virginity in those days was not accounted a 
virtue : and the greatest unhappiness in a married estate 
was barrenness. 

Ver. 22. And Rehoboam made Abijah the son of Maachah 
the chief to be ruler among his brethren.] He was his eldest 
son by his beloved wife, whom he put in authority over all 
the rest, which he had by her, and by his former wives. 

For he thought to make him Icing.] Such power, I have 
observed before, they then challenged: and in order to it, 
he seems to have committed unto Abijah the management 
of all affairs under himself. 

Ver. 23. And he dealt wisely, and dispersed all his chil- 
dren throughout all the countries of Judah and Benjamin.] 
Upon which words Kimchi glosses very well : He thought 
seriously of this thing, and, fearing a rebellion, broke all 
his sons (that is, did not suffer them to live together), and 
dispersed them into all parts of the country under his go- 
vernment, that he might confirm the kingdom in the hand 
of his son Abijah. Thus Abraham anciently sent his sons 
which he had by Ketufah into other countries, that they 
might not be troublesome to Isaac, who he intended should 
be his heir: and thus Jehoshaphat did in following times 
after this, (xxi. 3.) 

Unto every fenced city.] Of which, I suppose, he made 
them governors-in-chief, and committed a great care to 
them: these cities being frontier places, as I observed 
ver. 5. where, it is probable, he had trusted persons to 



watch and observe them, that they entered not into any 
combinations to defeat his design. 

And he gave them victual in abundance.] He provided 
for them amply, that they might not be discontented, but 
live at their ease. 

And he desired many wives.] This might possibly be for 
his children, that they might in their several governments 
live very pleasantly. But, considering his temper, most 
interpreters think it was for himself: being not satisfied with 
those wives he had already, but still desiring more. 



CHAP. XII. 

Ver. 1. jfliND it came to pass, when Rehoboam had esta- 
blished the kingdom, and had strengthened himself] When 
he thought himself safe, and out of all danger. 

He forsook the law of the LordJ] His evil inclinations 
began to appear; which he derived, it is likely, from his 
mother, who was an Ammonitess. (See 1 Kings xiv. 21.) 

And all Israel with him.] See 1 Kings xiv. 22 — 24. 

Ver. 2. And it came to pass, that, in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusa- 
lem (because they had transgressed against the Lord).] See 
1 Kings xiv. 25. Their apostacy was in the fourth year of 
his reign; (after they had been three years obedient, xi. 17.) 
therefore God speedily corrected them, that he might re- 
duce them to his service, before they were settled in their 
impiety. 

Ver. 3. With twelve hundred chariots, and threescore 
thousand horsemen; and the people were without number.] 
That is, the footmen in his army. 

Tliat came with him out of Egypt; the Lubims, the Suk- 
kiims, and the Ethiopians.] There is no doubt the Lubims 
were the people of Lybia, a famous country in Africa, ad- 
joining to Egypt. And the Sukkiims are the people called 
Troglodytes, who lived near the Bed Sea: and had that 
name Troglodytes, because they dwelt ev rpwyXtuc, in caves 
and dens of the earth: which is the very signification of the 
Hebrew word Succha; which in that language imports not 
only tabernacles, but also caves or dens, as in Psal. x. 9. 
Job Xxxviii. 40. From this people there was a town, upon 
the coast of the Red Sea, called Succhce: and at this day, 
with a little alteration, Suachen, as Bochartus observes in 
his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 29. As for the people called Cnsh 
(which we translate EthiopiaTts), they wereeither those to 
the south of Egypt, or the Scenitse in Arabia: for I have 
observed elsewhere it was a name common to both. (See 
the same most learned author in the same book, cap. 33.) 

Ver. 4. And he took the fenced cities tvhich pertained to 
Judah.] Where the sons of Rehoboam were governors: 
who, perhaps, there' perished. 

And came to Jerusalem.] The frontier towns being taken, 
nothing hindered his coming hither. For, trusting to his 
fenced cities, he had raised no army to oppose Shishak: 
or, if he had, they durst not oppose bis progress. 

Ver. 5/ Tlienxdme Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam, 
audio the princes of Judah that were gathered together to 
Jerusalevi becaxise of Shishak.] As to a place of more safety 
than the country; or, perhaps, to consult what to do, in a 
time of sogrcat danger. 

And said iinto them, Thus saith the Lord; Ye have forsaken 
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me, and therefore Jiave I also left you in the hand of Shi- 
shak.] The Chaldee translates this, Ye have forsaken my 
fear; that is, his worship, and turned to.idols : therefore God 
gave them up into the power of an idolater. 

Ver. 6. Whereupon the princes of Israel} They are called 
the princes of Israel, because there were many Israelites 
among them; and they had all lately been comprehended 
under this name. 

And the kiitg humbled themselves; and tJtey said, TJie 
Lord is righteous:]; Sorrowfully confessed that the Lord 
had most justly punished them for their sins. 

Ver. 7. And when the Lord saw that they humbled them- 
selves, the word of the Lord came to Shqmaiah, saying, They 
have humbled themselves, therefore I will not destroy them, bat 
1 will grant them some deliverance; and my wrath shall not 
be poured out upon Jerusalem by the hand of Shishak.] Their 
humiliation prevailed with God so far, that he moderated his 
anger, and respited the destruction which was conaing upon 
them : promising he would not suffer Shishak to do so much 
mischief as he. designed. Yet he seems to intimate, that if 
they went on to provoke him, he would use some other 
hand to ruin them. 

Ver. 8. Nevertheless they shall be his se?~vants ; that they 
may knoiv my service, and the service of the kingdoms, of the 
countries.] He resolved to let them feel the difference be- 
tween him and all other lords and masters : and how much 
more happy they were while they continued to worship and 
serve him, than when they fell under a foreign yoke. 

Ver. 9. So $hi$hak king of Egypt came up against Jerusa- 
lem.] Which \yas basely yielded up to.hjm, afiaxwri, without 
striking a stroke, as Dionysius Halicarnassus speaks. Who 
is thought by learned men to have respect to. this place, 
when he saith, that Scsostris jnade an expedition into Pa- 
lestine, Aaj3u»v afxaxn^ rovg av^pdirovg iv ahr^, taking all 
the men there without fighting. And it was to be ascribed 
only to the great goodness of God, that he did not possess 
'himself absolutely of the whple country, and make it £ 
province subject and tributary to the king of Egypt. For 
unless God had diverted }iim ; he might have done what 
he pleased ; it being in hi$ power to. extirpate the Jewish 
nation. 

And took away the treasures of the house of the. Lord, and 
the treasures of the king's house; he took all; he carried 
away also the shields of gold which Solomon had made. 

Ver. 10. Instead of which king Rehoboam made shields 
of brass, and committed them to the hands of the chief of the 
guard, that kept the entrance of the king's house. 

Ver. 11. And when the king entered into the house of the 
Lord, the guard came and fetched them, and brought them 
again into the guard-chamber.'] These three verses have been 
explained }n 1 Kings xiv. 25 — 28. Only from hence may 
be gathered, that the golden shields were made for state, 
to be used by his guard when they attended him to the 
house of the Lord : this being the use of the brazen shields 
which were made in their stead. 

Ver. 12. And when he humbled himself, the wrath of the 
Lord turned from him, that he would not destroy him alto- 
gether.] When he saw his danger he humbled himself, 
before Shishak came to Jerusalem : and after he had taken 
and ransacked it, he humbled himself still more. And 
thereby diverted that utter destruction^ which such an army 
might have brought upon him, and which their sins do- 



served. For it appears, by the language of the prophet, 
God was most highly provoked by the defection of Judah 
so suddenly iron! him, to pour outfits wrath upon them. 

And also in Judah things went ivell.] They began again 
to prosper. But the words in the Hebrew being, there were 
good things in Judah, they may be. understood of the re- 
formation made in the whole kingdom ; many good things 
being found among them, in the midst of their Corruption. 
For the priests, I suppose, kept up the worship of God in 
its purity, and many good people joined in it; especially 
such as, had fled from the idolatry of Jeroboam. 

Ver. 13. So king Rehoboam strengthened himself in Jeru- 
salem^ and reigned.] He .repaired the fenced cities which 
Shishak had taken; and recovered so much strength, that 
he reigned with some authority. 

For Rehoboam was one-and-forty years old when.he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned seventeen yedrs iri JeYusalem, 
the city which the Lord had chosen out of all the tribes' of 
Israel, to put his name there: and his mother's name was 
Naamah an Ammonitess.] See 1 Kings xiv. 21; 

Ver. 14. And fie did evil, because he prepared riot his 
heart to seek the Lord.] This seems to signify, that after 
his humiliation for his sins, he relapsed again into them 
(though it may relate to his first provocation); and the rea- 
son is here given, because his hc&rt was not intent (as the 
Targum expounds it) to seek instruction from the Lord. 

Ver. 15. Now the acts of Rehoboam, first and last, are 
they not ivritten in the book of ShemaiaK the prophet ?] 
Which was extant when Ezra made this short abstract 
out of it. For prophets, as. I observed before, wrote the 
history of their own times; as Jarchi says, they did their 
own prophecies. ' > 

And of Iddo the seer, concerning genealdgies.] The Tar- 
gum hath it, Genealogies of the house of David: which" he 
set down in the history he wrote of things done in his 
time. 

And there were wars between Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
continually.] See 1 Kings xiv. 30. 

Ver. 16. And. Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David: and Abijah his son reigned in 
his stead.] As he had designed in his lifetime* (Sec chap, 
xi. 22, 23.) 

CHAP. XIII. 

Ver. I. iV OW, in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 
began Abijah to reign over Judah.] Sec 1 Kings xv. 1. 

Ver. 2. And he reigned three years in Jerusalem (his 
mother's name also was Michaiah, the daughter of Uriel of 
Gibeah).] He gives a different account above, xi. 20, 21. 
for there his mother is called Maachah, and her father's 
name is said to be Absalom: and so we read 1 Kings xv. 
2. The Targum, therefore, to reconcile these two places, 
adds along gloss, in these words, Because she was his legal 
wife, her name was changed from Maachah to Michajaha, 
which was a more honourable name : and the name of 
her father changed into Uriel, that no mention might be 
made of the name of Absalom. But this reason is frivo- 
lous, for she is said to be the daughter of Absalom in the 
place abovenamed. Therefore a better account of this is 
given by Jarchi and by Kimchi, who say, that her entire 
name was Michaiah Maachah; and her father's entire, 
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name was Uriel Absalom. (See what I have noted upon 
1 Kings xv. 2.) 

And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.'] Sec 
1 Kings xv. 7. 

Ver. 3. And Abijah set the battle in array with an army 
of valiant men ofivar, even four hundred thousand chosen 
men: Jeroboam also set the battle in airay against him 
tvith eight hundred thousand chosen men, being mighty men 
of valour^] Here was such a vast army brought into the 
field, that the whole strength of both sides was engaged in 
tho controversy, about the restoring the kingdom of Israel 
to tho house of David, who had but half the number of 
men that was on Jeroboam's side; but thought they had 
the better cause, and seemed by Abijah's speech to have 
put such trust in God for succour, that they doubted not 
of success. 

i Ver. 4. And Abijah stood upon Mount Zemaraim, which 
is in Mount Ephraim.] It seems Abijah had entered into 
the country of the Israelites, and there drew up his army, 
on the hill afterward called Samaria. 
• And said, Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Israel*'] A 
great many might hear his voice from so advantageous a 
place; but all the eight hundred thousand could not. But 
he desired what he said might be reported to them ; and it 
is very likely he desired a parley before they fought, to 
see if they could accommodate matters without shedding 
blood. • x 

Ver. 5. Ought you not to know*] They did know, but 
he means they ought to consider and acknowledge. 

Tliat the Lord God of Israel gave the kingdom over Israel 
to David for ever y even to him. and his sons by a covenant 
of salt?] See concerning this expression, covenant of salt, 
Numb, xviii. 19. The Targum. here expounds it, as the 
waters of the sea, which never alter their sallness. But it 
rather signifies a solemn covenant made by sacrifice, which 
was always salted, (Lev. ii. 13.) 

Ver. 6. Yet Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the servant of 
Salomon the son of David, is risen up, and has rebelled 
against his lord.] Though he had the warrant of a prophet 
to take the kingdom, yet his own ambition first led him to 
it; as we may gather from 1. Kings xi. 27. 

Ver. 7. And there are gathered unto him vain men, the 
children of Belial.] Such, one would think, his principal 
partakers were, who so easily changed their religion, that 
it shewed they regarded neither God nor man, as the word 
Belial signifies. (See my notes upon 1 Kings xii. 24.) And 
here it may be further noted, that the high offenders of all 
sorts are called by the name of children of Belial. As 
those ungodly men, who, like a torrent, came upon David 
with all manner of violence, are called the floods of Belial, 
(2 Sam. xxii.5.) and the sacrilegious sons of Eli, (1 Sam. 
.ii. 12.) and the filthy beasts of Gibeah, (Judg. xix. 22.) 
and blood-thirsty men, (2 Sam. xvi. 7.) and perjured per- 
sons, (1 Kings xx. 10.) and pernicious counsellors, (Na- 
bum i. 11.) 

And have strengthened themselves against Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon, when Rehoboam was young.] He was one- 
and-forty : years old when he came to his kingdom, but 
not bred up to military affairs; in which he was raw and 
•inexperienced, in a time of long peace. 
<* And tender-hearted.] This doth not so much aggravate 
their crime, as reflect upon his father 3 who wanted courage, 



as this phrase signifies. But if we take it in this sense, 
Abijah overshot himself: for Rehoboam gathered a great 
array, and would have fought, if God, by his prophet, had . 
not forbidden him. And if that was his meaning, that he 
had a tender regard to God's commands, and yielded imme- 
diately to them, he spake the truth : for he was fearful then 
to offend God, and so could not withstand them, as it 
here follows. 

Ver. 8. And now ye think to withstand the kingdom of 
the Lord in the hand of the sons of David.] But he would 
not have them think that God would always be of that 
mind, and let them quietly enjoy what they had usurped. 
For the kingdom which he governed was not set up by such 
vain persons as advanced Jeroboam; but the Lord him- 
self: whom they should not be able to withstand. . 

And ye be a great multitude.] Or, though you be far more 
in number than we; being two to one, (ver. 3.) 

And there are tvith you golden calves, which Jeroboam 
made you for gods.] It may be better translated, but there 
are with you, &c. i. e. you have forsaken the Lord, and 
worshipped other gods (for so the golden calves were 
esteemed by God), and therefore your vast forces will do 
you no service. 

Ver. 9. Have you not cast out the priests of the Lord, the 
sons of Aaron, and the Levites.] This they could not deny, 
whatsoever they might pretend- against the charge of for- 
saking the Lord. 

And have made you priests after the manner of the na- 
tions of other, lands?] Without any regard to the family 
they were of, and out of any part of the country. (See 
1 Kings xii. 31.) 

So that whosoever cometh to consecrate himself with a 
young bullock and seven rams.] Any one that could make 
this expense might consecrate himself, to be a priest. 

Hie samemight be a priest of them that are no gods.] The 
Targum expresses it thus, is the priest of him that is not 
the Word of the Lord* By which it appears (as from innu- 
merable other places) the Divine Word was the God of 
Israel, worshipped in the most holy place. 

Ver. 10. But as for lis, the Lord is our God.] So it fol- 
lows in,the Targum, Unto us the Word of the Lord is our 
helper, he is our God. 

And we Itave not forsaken him.] Not quite departed from 
him : though in some part Abijah (who spake these words) 
had done evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father had 
done; and his heart was not perfect with God. (1 Kings 
xv. 3.) 

. And the priests, which minister unto the Lord, a re the sons 
of Aaron, and the Levites wait upon their business.] The 
service of God was orderly performed in his house, by such 
only as were appointed to it by himself. 
, Ver. 11. And they burn unto the Lord, every morning and 
every evening, burnt-sacrifices and sweet incense: the shetv- 
bread also set they in order upon the pure table; and the can- 
dlestick of gold, with the lamps thereof, to burn eve?'y evening.] 
There was nothing omitted, cither day or night, which the law 
required: and he mentions these things thus particularly, that 
he might put the Israelites in mind how the worship of God 
was with great solemnity kept up in Judah, which in some 
years the Israelites had not seen, and perhaps had forgot. 
But he mentions here only one candlestick, and its lamps, 
because, as some think, Shishak had carried away tho rest. 
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Or rather, because Solomon had made the other ten can- 
dlesticks for ornament, so that they had not lamps in them 
every night, which burnt only in the great candlestick made 
by Moses, from evening until morning. (Lev. xxiv. 2, 3.) 

For ive keep tJie charge of the Lord our God; butyehave 
forsaken him.] The Targum hero again thus expresses it, 
We keep the charge of the Word of the Lord our God. This 
gives us reason to think, that Abijah kept up the public 
worship of. God very regularly:, though he did evil in the 
sight of the Lord privately. ■ •* < 

Ver. 12. And y behold, God himself is with us for our cap- 
tain, and his priests with sounding trumpets to cry alarm 
against you.] Upon the sounding of which Moses promised 
they should " be remembered before the Lord, and saved 
from their enemies/' (Numb. x. 9.) This seems to be added 
as an amplification of their strict observance of the law of 
God in all things, in war as well as in peace, which gave them 
a good hope that he would be with them. And here it may 
be noted, that it doth not appear, that the priests were for- 
bidden any functions in a civil life: for they went to war, 
and performed the office of trumpeters in the army, as well 
as in the temple. 

O children of Israel, fight ye not against the Lord God of 
your fathers ; for you shall not prosper.] So he concludes 
his speech, that, if they fought, it was not so much against 
him, as against the Lord whom their fathers worshipped 
and they had forsaken," and therefore should not succeed. 
None of the great captains and commanders, whose speeches 
are recorded in heathen authors, ever spoke more movingly 
than this king of Judah did. 

Ver. 13. But Jeroboam caused an ambushment to come 
about behind them: so they were before Judah, and the am* 
bushment was behind them.] We read of no answer to this 
speech, but Jeroboam seems to have been so much touched 
with it, that he would not trust to his numbers, but used 
policy: and, like a great captain, laid an ambush behind 
the army of Judah, while he faced them with his main body, 
drawn up in battle-array. For he had such a prodigious 
multitude with him, that he had men enough to spare upon 
any design, and more than enough to fight also. 

Ver. 14. And when Judah looked back."] Hearing a great 
noise, it is like, hehind them. ."• 

Behold, the battle was before and behind.] Which put 
them into sore distress. 

And they cried unto the Lord, and the priests sounded 
with the trumpets.] They were not dismayed, but implored 
help from God; which the priests gave them hopes to ob- 
tain. For the sounding with the trumpets, was an imploring 
of the Divine aid, which God had promised (as I. before 
noted) when they sounded.' 

Ver. 15. Then the men of Judah gave a shout. "] To terrify 
their enemies, by this token of their confidence, that they 
Ibnould have the victory. 

And as the men of Judah shouted, it came to pass, that 
God smote Jeroboam and all Israel before Abijah and Ju- 
dah.] This is thus expressed bytheTargum: When the 
alarm sounded, the Word of the Lord caused Jeroboam and 
all Israel to fall, and to be slain by Abijah. For to smite, 
commonly signifies in Scripture language to kill. 

Vcr.lG. And the children of Israel fled before Judah: 
and God delivered them into their hands.] They seem not 
to have struck a stroke, but to have been so dismayed, 

VOL. II. 



that they run away; and in the chase were slain in vast 
numbers. • 

Ver. 17. And Abijah and his people slew them with a 
great slaughter: so there fell down slain of Israel five hun- 
dred thousand chosen men.] This is the greatest slaughter 
that we ever read of in any story, as Bochartus observes : 
but it is not incredible, when we consider that God fought, 
for them, and chastised the idolatry of the Israelites to 
such a degree, that the Jews killed a hundred thousand of 
them, more than they had in their own army. So Jose- 
phus also long ago observes, that there never was such a 
slaughter heard of, either among the Greeks or barbarians. 

Ver. 18. Tims the children of Israel were brought under 
at that time.] Very much humbled, but not made subject 
to the house of David. • 

And the children of Judah prevailed, because they relied 
lipon the Lord God of their fathers.] ;It was not by their 
own valour that they obtained this great victory; butby 
their leaning (or relying) upon the Word of the Lord God of 
their fathers, as the Targum expresses it. 

Ver. 19. And Abijah pnrmed after Jeroboam, and took 
cities from him.] He followed his blow (as we speak), and 
did not Content himself with beating them in the field, but 
pursued the Israelites into their country, and possessed 
himself of some of their cities. 

r Beth-el with the towns thereof] From whence, it is likely, 
Jeroboam removed the golden calf, unto some place of 
greater safety: or else the destruction of it would have 
been mentioned. 

AndJeshanah with the towns thereof, andEphraim with 
the towns thereof] There was a city, as well as a tribe 
called >Ephraim, John xi. 54. which some think was the 
same with Ophrah. 

Ver. 20. Neither did Jeroboam recover strength again in 
the days of Abijah: and the Lord struck htm, and he died.] 
Some have made it a doubt, who it is of whom it is said 
that God struck him. And in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 21, 
the Jews say it was Abijah: for Jeroboam lived along 
time, but Abijah reigned only three years : God not grant- 
ing him a longer life, because of his ingratitude for so great 
a victory; or, as others will have it, because, when he took 
Beth-el, he did not destroy nor carry away the golden calf, 
but let it remain, although he had reproached the Israelites 
with it, (ver. 8.) But it is uncertain, as I said, whether it 
was there when the city was taken : and the next verse 
plainly shews, that Abijah while he lived was mighty: and 
therefore it was Jeroboam who was struck, and died a year 
or two after this blow. And as long as he lived, after this 
defeat, some think he was full of anguish, and such pain 
in his bowels, as Jehoram had, (chap. xxi. 19.) Thus 
Abarbinel, and many others. 

Ver. 21. But Abijah waxed mighty, and married fourteen 
wives, and begat twenty and two sons, and sixteen daughters.] 
Not after this victory, but before he was king, in the time 
of his father ; for lip lived not long after this success. 

Ver. 22^ And the rest of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, 
and his sayings, are written in the story of the prophet Iddo.] 
In the Targum it is, they are written in tlie Midrasch.of 
the prophet Iddo: that is, in his Commentary, as we trans- 
late the Hebrew word here, in the margin of our Bible. 
(See chap. xii. 15.) This king was a very wise man (as 
appears by the excellent oration abovementioned); and in 
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familiar conversation dropped many remarkable sayings, 
like the proverbs of Solomon : which Iddo thought worthy 
to be recorded and transmitted to posterity: . ; * . 

CHAR XIV. 

Ver. 1. a30 Abijak slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David; and Asa his son reigned in his 
stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years.] There was 
no war declared, but only some private bickerings be- 
tween his subjects and Baasha's. (See 1 Kings xv. 16.) 

Ver. 2. And Asa did that which was good and right in 
the eyes of the Lord his God.] See concerning this verse 
and the next, in 1 Kings xv. 11, 12, 

Ver. 3. For he took away the altars of the strange gods, 
and. the high places, and brake down the images, and cut 
down the groves.} By this it appears, that though Abijah 
maintained the public worship of God, (as I observed, chap, 
xiii. 11.) yet there were also strange gods worshipped in 
some places. 

Ver. 4. And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of 
their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment, ,] I sup- 
pose he set forth royal edicts, requiring the people to wor- 
ship theLord alone, and to observe all the laws of Moses. 
Ver. 5. Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah 
the high places.] There were high places in the open fields, 
(mentioned before, ver. 3.) and also in the cities, which 
were all taken away by him. 

And the images.] In the Hebrew the sun images, as we 
translate it in the margin. Certain it is, that the word 
hammanim imports something belonging to the sun, which 
Buxtorf renders Solares statute, sun-statues; because, saith 
Jarchi, they were set on the tops of houses, and so exposed 
to the sun. Whence Junius and Tremellius called them 
subdiales statute. But Abarbinel thinks they were in the 
form of the sun, made after the similitude of that globe, 
and worshipped by those who took the sun for their god. 
Others think they wero temples built for the worship of the 
sun : which the Vulgar Latin follows. * 
" And the kingdom was quiet before him.] Nobody made 
opposition to him. -^ 

Ver. 6. And he built fenced cities in Judah.] On the fron- 
tiers of his kingdom. * 

For the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; 
because the Lord had given him rest.] The Targum thus ex- 
plains it, Because the land, of Israel rested, neither did they 
more war against him in those years. That is, the Israelites 
and their king made no attempt upon him, nor endeavoured 
to vindicate the late great loss they had received, by the 
singular providence of God over him. But the meaning 
may Tather be, that the.land of Judah (which he is speak- 
ing of), which had hitherto endeavoured to reduce the ten 
tribes to the obedience of the house of David, now at- 
tempted nothing, nor was assaulted by them or others. 

Because the Lord had given him rest.] Of w T hich he made 
this good use, in providing for war in the time of peace. 

Ver. 7. TJierefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these 
cities, and make about them walls and toivers, gates and 
bars.] But he shewed his wisdom in this also, that he did 
not go about this work without the advice of his council, 
and the elders of Judah. 

While the land is yet before us.] Which the Targum thus 



expounds, Wliile the inhabitants of the land are subdued to 
us: or, as Jarchi, Wliile the kingdom is established before 
uS. That is, while it is in our power, as this phrase signifies. 
Because we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought 
him, and lie hath given us rest on every side: so they have 
built and prospered.] None gave him the least disturbance 
till he had finished his works. 

Ver. 8. And Asa had an army of men that bare targets 
and spears, oiit of Judah three hundred thousand, and out of 
Benjamin, that bare shields and drew bows, itvohundrcd arid 
fourscore thousand: all these were mighty men of valour.] 
He was provided also of a great army, if there were any 
occasion to use it, as well as of places of defence. ' Some 
think hie raided these men after he heard Zcfah intended ah 
invasion upon him :but it rather signifies his great care 'to 
have an army in readiness, when he saw no danger of any 
eneitoy. *>\1.< - irr, c"\« ...in r U - 

; Ver. 9. .And there came out against them Zerah tlie Ethio- 
pian.] King of tiie\ Arabians, as Cush here signifies: and 
must necessarily be so understood in chap.xxi. 16. and 
2 Kings xix. 9. See what I have there noted; and Bo- 
chartus, in his Phaleg. lib. iv. cap. 2. where he' shews they 
were/a very. powerful nation; 

With a host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred 
chariots, and came to Mareshah.] A city upon the borders 
of Judah, (Josh. xv. 44.) 

/ Ver. 10. Then Asa went out against him, and they set tlie 
battle in array in the valley of Zepliathah at Mareshah.] 
He did not stay till he entered his country, "but went to fight 
him upon the frontiers of it. 

i Ver. 11; And, Asa cried unto the Lord his God, and 
said.] Before' he began to fight, he implored the help* of 
Heaven; which ho did, I suppose; in the face of all his 
army, that they might look up to God as their strength and 
salvation. 

*Lord, it is nothing with thee: to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power.] Or, as thfc Targum 
renders it, There is none besides thee, who helpest both the 
strong and the weak. 

Help %is, O Lord our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy 

name tve go against this multitude,] In the Targum it is, 

We rely upon thy Word, in the name of thy Word we go 

forth. That is,*, by his authority/in confidence of his 

power, and in the defence of his kingdom and religion. 

O Lord, thou art our God ; let not man prevail against 
thee.] ; Nothing could more inspire them with courage, than 
to believe he looked upon their cause as his own, while 
they owned him for their God.' 

Ver. 12. So the' Lord' smote the Ethiopians before Asa, 
and before Judah : and the Ethiopians fled.] As the Israel- 
ites had done not long before, (chap. xiii. 15.) 

Ver. 13. And Asa, and. the people that, were with him, 
pursued them unto Gerar.] This was a city of the Philis- 
tines, who, it is likely, wero their allies and confederates 
in this war.' 

And the Ethiopians were overthrown, that they could not 
recover themselves; for they were destroyed before theLord, 
and before his host.] The victory w r as so entire, that they 
could not -rally their forces to renew the fight. It is not 
said what number were slain, but the word destroy signifies 
that very many perished ; for they fought against the Lord 
and his host, who made a great destruction among them. 
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And they carried away very much spoil] From the men 
that weTe slain in the field of battle, and those that nin 
away and left their baggage behind them : for he speaks 
in the next verses of the spoil of their cities, and of the 
fields about them., . . . / . VI X 

Ver. 14. And they smote all the cities round about 
Gerar.] Into which, it is likely, the' Ethiopians fled. ? ? ' 

•For the fear of the Lord came. upon them.'] /Seeing so 
vast a host defeated, they had no courage to defend them- 
selves. 

And they spoilt J all the cities; for there was exceeding 
much spoil in them?] Partly by their own riches, and 
partly by the booty which the Ethiopians afforded them. 

Ver. 15. They smote also the tents of cattle, and carried 
away sheep and camels in abundance, and returned to Jeru- 
salem] The abundance of camels which they had shew 
they were Arabians.* And. the Scenitee and Nomades (as 
Bochartus observes) did not live all the year in theopen 
air, but had tents both for themselves and their cattle in 
winter time. And they that dwelt in tents are opposed to 
those who lived in" the open field, who arc said aypavXuv. 
Thus Esau and Jacob are distinguished ; the former of 
which is said to be a man of the field, and the other to 
dwell in tents, (Gen.xxv. 27.) : ; . 

CHAP. XV. 

Ver. 1. JjlND the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the 
son of Oded.] Some think he was also called Obed, (ver. 8.) - 
but had the name of Azariah given him, to distinguish him 
from his father. 

Ver. 2. And he went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, 
Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin ; The Lord is 
with you.'] As appeared by the late glorious victory they 
had obtained by his help, (chap. xiv. 13.) 

While ye be with him.] While you continue to worship 
him alone. . > m<d> 

And if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye for- 
sake him, he will forsake you'] He would not have them 
presume of his continued favour, if they forsook his worship 
and service: and therefore admonishes them to slick close 
to him, otherwise he would forsake them. The Targum 
thus expresses it, The Word of the Lord is your helper, while 
you walk in his ways, &c. 

Ver. 3. Now for a long season Israel hath been without 
the true God.] The Targum explains it veTy clearly : There 
have been many days since the house of Israel departed from 
tfte house of David, because of Jeroboam : in which they have 
not worshipped the true God, but the golden calves,- 

And without a teaching priest, and without law.] For all' 
the priests were gone into the land of Judah : and the 
Israelites neglected the study of the law, as the Targum 
explains the last words. But there are a great number of 
learned men who will have these words, and those that, 
follow, Tclatc to the times of the judges; when they were 
more manifestly in such a condition as is here described. 
And truly Campegius Vitringa hath learnedly asserted this 
opinion, in his book de Synagoga Veteri, par. ii. lib. i. cap. 6. 

Ver. 4. But when they in tlteir trouble did turn unto the. 
Lord God of Israel, and sought him, he was found of them.] 
If we follow the common interpretation, which respects the 
prosent and future state of Israel, these words should thus 



be translated ; If in their trouble they had turned, &c. they 
should have found him. 

Ver. 5. And in those times there was no peace to him that 
went out, nor to him that came in; but great vexations were 
upon all the inhabitants of the, countries.] We do not read 
of such troubles hitherto in the kingdom of Israel; there- 
fore the words must be translated, In those times (if they 
continue to displease God) there shall be no peace, &c. 'No 
quiet, no safety ; but they shall be infested both by external 
wars and intestine discords. Which was fulfilled;. as we 
find in their history, 1 Kings xy. xvi.&c. 

Vct. 6. And nation was destroyed of nation, and city of 
city.] These words also must be translated in the future 
tense, Nation shall be destroyed of nation, Sec, Where by 
nation is meant tribe : one of which fought against another, 
in those times, when there 'was no certain settled succession 
in the kingdom; but whosoever killed their king, hoped to 
make a party to help him* to get into the throne. 

For God did vex them with all adversity.] For God shall 
set them one against another, with mutual slaughters, and 
all those evils that accompany civil wars. The Targum 
here again translates it, The Word of the Lord, Sec. \ .*; 

Ver. 7. Be ye strong therefore, and let not your hands be 
weak.] To root out idolatry; which had brought sdeh cala- 
mities upon the Israelites, and would still bring more. 

For your work shall be rewarded.] As they might learn* 
from their late great victory over idolaters. * . - 

Ver. 8. And when Asa heard these words,. and the.pro- 
phecy of Oded the prophet.] & short expression, being as 
much as the son of Obed the prophet. Though some think 
the father prophesied as well as' the son, and foretold the 
same calamities : the more to awaken them, and confirm 
them in the belief of what Azariah said. 

He took courage.] This explains the foregoing words, be 
strong therefore, to be meant of an undaunted. resolution to 
abolish idolatry : which required great courage, when so 
many were addicted to it, and had practised it both in the 
days of Rehoboam and Abijah. 

. .Andjntt away the abominable idols out of all the land of 
Judah and Benjamin, and ouL.of the cities which he had 
taken from Mount Ephraim.] t)r, which, had, been taken, 
viz. by Abijah. ;,,.'. • ?.' { -[ 

And renewed the altar of the Lord that was before the- 
porch of the Lord.] At the entry 6f the court of the priests. 
Ver. 9. And he gathered all Jiidahand Benjamin, and the . 
strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and out. 
of Simeon : (for they fell to him out of Israel in abundance.]- 
Though the Simeonites had their portion out of the tribe of 
Judah, when the land was divided by Joshua,, yet it appears 
from hence, as well as from other places, that they joined, 
themselves to the rest of the Israelites, when the kingdom 
was rent by Jeroboam. But now great numbers of them 
came over to Asa: which they might easily do, for one 
side of their tribe adjoined to Judah, as the other to Dan. . 
. Wlxenthey saw that the Lord his God was with him ).] The 
Targum here again renders it, When he saw the Word of 
the Lord was his helper. . . > . * 

Ver; 10. So they gathered themselves together at Jerusalem, 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign of Asa.] • 
This seems to have been a voluntary assembly by common 
agreement, rather than by the king's commandment or in- 
vitation. Unless we suppose it to have been at one of the * 
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great festivals, when they were bound by God to go up to 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 11. And they offered unto the Lord the same time.} 
In the Hebrew, in that day. Which the Targum takes to 
have been in the feast of weeks; whifch in the New Testa- 
ment is called Pentecost; which was kept in the third 
month, called Sivan. 

Of .the spoil which they had brought.'] From Zcrab, and 
from the cities they took about Gerar. 

Seven hundred oxen and seven thousand sheep.] Which 
they offered besides the appointed offerings at the feast 
And 'they seem to have been partly burnt-offerings, in ac- 
knowledgment of God's goodness for their great victory : 
and. partly peace-offerings, in eating of which they made 
the following covenant. x : V . . 

Ver. 12. And they entered into a covenant to seek the 
Lord God of their fathers with all their heart, and with all 
their sonl.] Engaged themselves, by a solemn oath, to; 
worship the Lord alone; and professed to do it sincerely, 
and with entire affection to him. But this doth not signify 
that Asa had no fault : for it appears, by the next chapter, 
that he had a great many. . , 

Ver. 13. That whosoever would not seek the Lord God 
of Israel should be put to death.] If any body did, either 
publicly or privately, worship any other god, they agreed 
the sentence of the law should be executed upon him, 
which was death, (Deut.xvii.2.) 

Whether small or great, whether man or woman.] That 
is, without any respect to persons; no consideration being 
had of any one's dignity, nor the weakness of .their sex 
moving pity and compassion. . < 

Ver. 14. And theysidare unto the Lord with a loud voice, 
and with shouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets.] 
These were expressions of the joy mentioned in the next 
verse, wherewith they took this oath. The difference be-- 
tween trumpets and cornets it is not worth inquiring after : 
the former seem to have been made of metals, the other of 
horns or wood. 

Ver. 15. And all Judah rejoiced at the. oath.] The main 
body of the people : and though there might be some idola- 
ters "secretly lurking among them, yet they all gave those' 
outward tokensof their joy to see the worship of God thus 
established. 

For they liad sworn with all their heart, and sought him 
with their whole desire.] That is, they professed to do this 
most sincerely and heartily; and many of them, no doubt, 
did, at that time, resolve to worship God alone, though 
afterward they apostatized from him. 

And he was found of them: and the Lord gave them rest 
round about.] They reaped the happy fruit of this reforma- 
tion, in the greatpeace which they enjoyed, without disturb- 
ance from any of their neighbours. 

Ver. 16. And also concerning Maachah, the mother of 
Asa the king.] His grandmother, as the Targum observes: 
it being usual in Scripture to call such their parents, (Exod. 
ii. 18.) t . 

He removed her from being queen.] This was a great tes- 
timony of the uprightness of this king, that he would not 
suffer such a near relation to retain her idols, or any autho- 
rity: his love to God overcoming his affection to his pa- 
rents. (See 1 Kings xv. 13.) Jacobus Capellus thinks this 
stirred up Baasha to make war upon him : for having lived 



peaceably with him a longtimo,npon this he broke out into 
hostility. (Histor. Sacra et Exot. ad Annum Mundi 3053.) 

Because she had made an idol in a grove.] Or rather, an 
Asherah, or Astarte, for so Laasherah is translated by trie 
LXX. And, in all probability, Astarte, the famous god- 
dess of Syria, was the deity "which was worshipped by 
Maachah, as Mr. Selden observes in his dc Diis Syris, 
Syntagm. ii. cap. 2: And thus Abarbincl upon Jcr. xliv. 
makes Asherah to be the same with the queen of heaven 
there mentioned, viz. the moon. 

And Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it 
at the brook Kidron.] He destroyed it with the utmost 
contempt, (1 Kings xv. 13.) 

Ver. 17. But the high places were not taken away out of 
Israel] It is said twice in the foregoing chapter, that 
he did take away the high places, (ver. 3. 5.) But that 
was of Judah: whereas out of the territories he had con- 
quered in the land of Israel; we are here informed, he was 
not able to remove them. Or else the meaning is, that -he* 
gave orders for the taking them away every where ; but 
they were not obeyed. Or, as others think, he took away 
those high places that were for the service of other gods; 
but let those alone where the true , God alone was wor- 
shipped. . .• 

Nevertheless the heart of Asa was perfect all his days.] 
He heartily hated all idolatrous worship as long as he lived. 

Ver. 18. And he brought into the house of God the things 
that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedi- 
cated, silver, and gold, and vessels.] See upon 1 Kings xv. 15. 

Ver. 19. And there was ho more war unto the fwo-and 
thirtieth year of the reign of Asa.] That is, as some inter- 
pret it, there was no war with the Ethiopians, or such-like 
people ; though with Baasha he had perpetual war, (1 Kings 
xv. 1G.) But Jacobus Capellus in the place abovenamed* 
would have the words thus translated, There was no war in* 
the kingdom of Asa, till the. thirty-fifth year, viz. of the king- 
dom of Israel, not of Judah, or Asa : for this was the thirty- 
fifth year after Jeroboam rent the kingdom from the house 
of David. In which he follows Torniellus, as he doth 
Bcroaldus and Junius, though he would not vouchsafe to 
name them. But more of this in the beginning of tbe next - 
chapter. • . * . « 

CHAP. XVI. 

Ver. 1. JLn the six-and-thirtieth year of the reign of Asa, 
Baasha king of Israel came np against Judah.] The war * 
was begun in the conclusion of the five-and-thirticth'ycar : » 
and in tho beginning of the six-and-thirtieth he made this 
invasion. But this disagrees so much with what is said in 
1 Kings xv. 33. that interpreters labour hard to reconcile 
them. For by that place it appears, that Baasha began . 
his reign in the third year of Asa, and reigned no more than 
four-and-twenty years. T From whence it follows, that he 
was dead nine or ten years before the thirty-sixth year of 
Asa. It is a short way of solving this which Joscphus 
seems to take; (lib. viii. Ant. cap. G.) by supposing a mis- 
take in the transcriber from the original copy, in which it 
vms not the. six-and-thirtieth of Asa's reign, but the six-and- 
twentieth, which was the last year of the reign of Baasha. 
Who died, he thinks, immediately after Ben-hadad had de- 
feated his intentions of building Bamah. But most think J 
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this too* bold a supposal : and therefore I gave in few 
words another account of this difficulty in my notes upon 
1 Kings xvi. 8. viz. that this was the six-and-thirtieth year 
since the 'division of the kingdom, after the' death of Solo- 
mon, when Israel was rent from Judah. For so many years 
were now past since that time ; viz. twenty years in the 
reign of Rehoboam and Abijah, and fifteen of Asa's reign,- 
when many of the Israelites came to him, (xv. 10.) Thus 
Seder Olam Rabba, Ralbag, Abarbincl also, with a great 
number of eminent modern writers, both protcstants and 
papists : such as Junius, Piscator, Cocceius, Jacobus Ca- 
pellus, Lightfoot,' Mariana, Torniellu's, Sanctius, Salianus, 
and Petavius himself, with many others. It is not said, 
indeed, that Baasha came up in the thirty-sixth year of the 
kingdom of Judah, but in that year of the reign of king 
Asa: but they make, account, that the kingdom of Judah 
and of Asa were' all one: and so they might easily be put 
one for the other. And whereas it is objected/ that the 
Scripture is not wont to reckon the years of any king from 
any other term but the time wherein he began to reign : 
they produce an example to the contrary from 2 Sara. xv. 
7. where Absalom is said to have gone to Hebron in the 
end of forty years, and there conspired against his father; 
which years Seder Olam reckons from the beginning of the 
kingdom, or the inauguration of Saul. And our Dr. Light- 
foot alleges another instance in the thirty-sixth chapter* of 
this book, ver. 9. where Jchoiachin is said to be eight years 
old.when he began to reign: that is, said he, in -the.eighth' 
year of-Nebuchadnezzar: for he was eighteen years old/ 
as appears from 2 Kings xxiv. 8. But this difference, I 
think, may be better reconciled another way, as I shall 
observe on that place. I shall* here only add, that as this' 
is the most ancient way of solving this difficulty, so they 
that go another are forced to suppose, that these words do 
not relate to the beginning of the reign of Asa, but to some- 
thing else; for instance, to tho beginning of his wars witli 
Israel. Which Kimchi endeavours to make out; but I 
shall not trouble the, reader .with it: for many good men 
think Josephus in the right. 

* And built Ramah.] That' is/made a wall about it, and 
fortified it. 

To the intent that he might let none go out or come in to 
Asa king of Judah.'] The late defection of so many of his 
subjects, as fell from him to the house of David, (xv. 9.) 
was the occasion of setting a strong guard in this place, 
which was the passage between the dominions of Israel 
and Judah, (1 Kings xv. 17.) 

Ver. 2. Then Asa brought but silver and gold out of the 
treasures of the house of the Lord, and of the king's house, 
and sent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt at Damas- 
cus, saying.]' This is a little more largely related in 1 Kings 
xv. 18. (See my notes there.) . 

Ver. 3. There is a league between me and thee, as there 
uxis between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent 
thee silver and gold; go, break' thy league withBaasha king 
of Israel, that hemdy depart from me. 

Ver. 4. And Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and 
sent the captains of his armies against the cities of Israel; 
and they smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, and all the 
store-cities ofNaphtali. 

Ver. 5. Audit came to pass, when Baasha heard it, that 
he left off building ofllamah, and let his work cease. 



Ver. G. Then Asa the king took all Judah; and they car* 
tied away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof 
wherewith Baasha was a building; and he built therewith 
Geba and Mizjmh.] These four verses are the very same 
(with small variation) with those in 1 Kings xv. 19 — 21. 
29. (See my notes there.) 

Ver. 7. And at that time Hanani the seer came to Asa 
king of Judah, and said unto him.] Here follows a remark- 
able history added to what we read in the book of the 
Kings: which relates the great weakness of Asa in his de- 
clining years, and God's displeasure at it. 

Because thou hast relied on the king of Syria, and not 
relied, on the Lord thy God.] Who had promised great 
victories to him/ by the prophet Azariah, if he did well, 

(xv. 7.) • ;' 

TJierefore is the host of the king of Syria escaped out of 
thine hand,] Whom God would have overthrown, as he 
did the Ethiopians, if they had continued their league with 
Baasha, and come to his assistance against Asa. But now 
the Syrians were reserved to be a scourge to his family.' 

Ver. 8. Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge 
host, with very many chariots and horsemen?] Secxiv.9. 
By the Lubims are meant the people of Lybia, of the 
Africans beyond Egypt: who are sometimes in Scripture 
called Phut, and sometimes Lubim, from the Arabic'word 
Lub, which signifies dry or thirsty, as Bochartus observes : 
for such was the country which this people inhabited^erra 
sitiens (as-Lucian calls it), a thirsty land; They are noted 
by authors to have had abundance of horsemen arid chariots, 
in which they fought, as'Xenophon tells us. And' Hero- 
dotus saith, the Greeks learnt from them r&rcrcpac IWove 
Z>zvyvvvat, to yoke four horses together to draw a chariot* 

Yet, because thou didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them 
into thine handi] See xiv. 11. The words of Conradus Pel- 
licanus upon this verse are so pious, that 'I think fit to 
transcribe them : " Asa committed a triple offence ; in dis- 
trusting the goodness of God for help, and calling to his 
aid an infidel and impious king; when he bad lately had 
such an experiment of God's clemency in his triumph over 
the king of Ethiopia. Nothing offends God so much as 
distrust in his goodness towards the faithful: as an entire 
faith and confidence in his merby pleases him above all 
things.. Upon which account David was so highly in his 
favour, though otherwise gnilty of sundry crimes." 

Ver. 9. For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro through* 
out the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of 
them whose heart is perfect, towards him.] He exercises a 
most watchful providence over those throughout the whole 
world, who sincerely commit themselves unto him, and 
depend upon him in well-doing, and will not fail to protect 
them. '' For these words, as Mr. Mede observes, are of the 
same import with those in the prophecy of Zechariah, iv» 
11. where the seven eyes of the Lord are said to run to and 
fro through the earth'. ' Which took such care of that one 
stone which Zerubbabel had laid for the foundation of the 
temple, that the work could not be disappointed, but should 
certainly at length be finished, (par. i. discourse 10.) 

Herein thou hast donefoolishly ; therefore from henceforth 
thou shall have tvars.] The heart of Asa is said to have 
been perfect all his days, in the foregoing chapter, ver. 17. 
And so it was in the matter of the outward worship of God 
at the temple/ of which lie was there speaking. But in the 
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latter end of his Hfo he was defective in his inward trust and 
confidence in God: which is called foolishness; both be- 
cause it was a sinful thiug, and very pernicious. For, God 
exposed him to his enemies, as a punishment for relying 
on man more than his friendship. , • 

Ver. 10. Tlien Asa was wroth with the seer, .] This was 
still a greater sin, to be so angry with his reprover (though 
ho had his commission from God) as to put him in prison. 
But anger is no good adviser; and when men forget God, 
they are not themselves. 

And put him in a prison-house.] In the stocks which wcro 
in. the prison, as Tremellius translates it, in domum cippi. 

For he was in a rage with him because of this thing.'] For 
which he ought to have. thanked and rewarded him. r7 ,<■ 

And Asa oppressed some of the people at the same time.] 
He enslaved them, as the Targum, translates it,. That is, 
in the latter part of his reign he grew.somcthing tyrannical. 
And no wonder, when he relied not upon God,, but upon 
human power, and was full of pridef and passion. . 

Ver. 11. And, behold, the acts of Asa, first and last, lo, 
they are written in the books of the kings of Judah and 
Israel.] Not in those books of the Kings which we have 
in the Bible; but in those mitten by the prophets, men- 
tioned xii. 15. 

Ver- 12.? And -Asa, in tJie thirty and ninth year of his 
reign, was diseased in his feet, until his disease was exceed- 
ing great.] He had the gout; which increased to such a 
height, that he died of it, as Pellicanus thinks. Which 
was a just punishment upon him, fpr putting the prophet's 
feet in tho stocks: " Ut per id quod peccaverat, per id, 
punirctur ;" that his offence might be seen in his punishment , 
Yet in his disease he sought not to the Lord, but to the 
jyhysicians.] It was not a fault that he desired the help of 
physicians; but that he trusted to, their skill; more than.to* 
the goodness and power of God: which he did not implore, 
but cpntinucd in his former fault, of putting confidence in 
man. And so Grotius thinks, he^did not sin in seeking help 
from the Syrians, but in trusting to .them more than God, 
and hiring them with things consecrated to God, (lib. ii. de 
Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 15, sect. 9.) An excellent person 
whom I have often mentioned (Dr. Alix) is of opinion, 
that these physicians were heathens; for we never read of 
any before in the sacred story, but among the Egyptians: 
and the heathen physicians in those days were a sort, of 
charmers. ^ . ,. / . . • , 

Ver. 13. And Asa slept with his fathers, and died in the 
one-and~fortieth year of his reign, ,. 

•Ver. 14, And they buried him in his own sepulchres, 
which he had made for himself in the city of David.] In the 
Hebrew the words are, they buried him in his sepulchres; 
the plural number being used, as many, think, for the sin- 
gular, which is frequent ,in the Scripture. But the words 
rather Tcspect the form of their monuments in that nation, 
which contained many sepulchres; that is, several cells 
wherein dead bodies were laid. And it is likely he made 
one for himself, which he added to the rest of the sepul- 
chres in that vault, oi: monument. 

And laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet 
odours, and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothe- 
caries 9 art.] To all his other offences he added this vanity 
(as Conradus Pellicanus thinks), that he ordered his body 
to be buried after the manner of the gentiles, rather than 



like the people of God. Tho«gh it must bq confessed; it 
was an angient custom to embalm bodies, which was used 
in tho burial of Jacob. But what is herc.rclated doth not 
seem to be meant of any thing done to the body; but to the 
bed on which it lay; which, among the Romans, was very 
stately for great perspns. (Seo Suetonius, in the life of 
Julius Caesar, cap, 84.) For the heathens were wont to 
burn their goods with them, to serve them in the other 
world. 

And they made a very great burning for him.] The Greeks 
and Romans burnt dead bodies, throwing frankincense, 
myrrh, cassia, and other fragrant things, into the fire. And 
these in such vast quantity, that Pliny represents it as a 
piece of profaneness to bestow such heaps of frankincense 
upon a dead body, when. they offered it, to their gods by 
crumbs, (lib. xii. Nat. Hist. cap. 18.) But the Israelites 
had no such custom; but from the ancient Egyptians per- 
haps learnt the custom, not of burning bodies, but of burn- 
ing many spic6s at their funerals ; as we find not only 
here; but at the funeral of Jehoram, (chap. xxi. 9.) and of 
Zedckiah, (Jer. xxxiv. 5.) Kimchi here says, that they 
burnt the bed on which they lay, and other household-stuff, 
that none might have the .honour to use. them when they 
were gone. i.'fhjod sxlj 

If we may believe what .the Jews say in Juchasin, when 
Gamalesl the son of Simeon, the grandchild of Hillel (at 
whose feet St. Paul s&t), was buried, Onkelos burnt se- 
venty pounds of frankincense; upon his sepulchre. But 
this is a fable invented to raise the credit of the Targum 
of Onkelos, which was not known'.till many ages after. 
But the best of the Jews believe this burnihg of sweet 
spices and woods AVas first intended, .merely to prevent the 
offence -which the siriell of, dead bodies might possibly 
sometimes give. But the vanity of some men made them 
exceed beyond necessity. 



CHAP. XVII. 

Ver, 1, JjlND Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, 
and strengthened himself against Israel.] The first thing he 
did after he came to the crown, was to put his kingdom in 
a good posture of defence against the king and people of Is- 
rael ; who had given disturbance to his father, (xvi. 1, &c.) 
Ver. 2. And he placedforces in all the fenced cities of Judah, 
and set garrisons in the land of Judah, and in the cities of 
Ephraim, which Asa his father had taken.] He fortified his 
frontier cities, and increased the garrisons, in the rest of 
the country, and in those cities which his father took from 
Israel. "We do riot read, indeed, of any cities that Asa took, 
but Abijah possessed himself of several, which Asa kept 
and took for his own, (xiii. 19.) and Jehoshaphat put such 
forces in them as might secure them to himself. 

Ver. 3.' And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat.] Tho Tar- 
gum, according to the usual language of that paraphrast, 
saith, The Word of the Lord was his helper. 

Because he walked in the first ways of his father David.] 
Before he committed those foul sins^ in the matter of Uri- 
ah. But some read it, of his father, and of David. For 
Asa in the beginning of his reign was very pious, as 
David was. And thus it is some reflection upon Asa, for 
his offences in the laftcr end of his life : his son being noted 
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to have followed him as he was in his first days, not in his 

And sought not tint o Baalim.] Which were the gods wor- 
shipped in all the eastern countries rbund about them, 

Ver. 4. But Sought the Lord God' of his father, and 'walked 
in his commandments, and not after the doings r df Israel^ 
As he worshipped not the gods of Other' countries ; So he 
did not join with the Israelites in worshipping '-God by 
the calves. 

' \ T 6*. 5. Tlierefore the Lord established the kingdom in his 
hand; andallJUdah brought up Jehoshaphdt presents.] As 
they used to do in those countries, in the beginning of their 
king s reign. (See 1 Sam. x. 27, 28. 1 King^^o.) 

And he had riches and honour in abundance.] Riches 
procure men honour; when they make such a good use of 
them as he-did. ' " 

Ver. 6. And his heart was lifted up in the ways of the Lord.] 
He had very generous resolutions, as Strigelius renders it, 
to promote the true worship of God, and all goodness; his 
mind being raised above all fear and discouragement. >'' ' 

Moreover, he took away the high places and groves out 
of Judah.] The meaning is plain; that those high places 
whferein they sacrifided to idols he destrbyedi ^as'Asa had 
done in the beginning of his reign: but, in the latter end, 
sOm£ had restored them again. There is no need, thdre* 
fore, of their amendment, who fancy that, ahciently> instead 
of veoth, moreover, there was velo, he did not) that ^o. it 
may agree with 1 Kings xxii. 43. and with the twentieth 
chapter of this book, ver. 33. As if the meaning was, that 
though he was courageous above all that had been before 
him; yet the people were so accustomed to sacrifices in 
high places, that he durst not take them away. This is true, 
that where they offered to the true God he did not take 
them away: but those wherein idols were worshipped were 
abolished. 

Ver. 7. Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his 
princes, even to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Zethariah, 
and to Nethdneel, and to Michaiah, to teach in the cities of 
JudahJ] He sent some that were of his council, ^to see the 
people taught; by removing all impediments, and making 
the people come to bear the priests and the Levites! For 
it had been to .little purpose to take' away their idols, if 
they had not been withal better instructed : and the priests 
and the Levites would not have had much authority among 
the people, if they had not been backed'by such great per- 
sons as are here mentioned. Grotius, indeed, mil have it; 
that these great men did themselves instruct the people : 
for, as the Jews observe, it was not proper to the priests 
and Levites, but all learned men might teach the people': 
and these who were of the king s council werfc certainly 
learned in the law. But the two next verses tell us, that 
priests and Levites were sent along withthem, who taught 
iu Judah. And therefore I take the theaning to be, that 
Jehoshaphat, being very desirous to have the people under- 
stand thfcir duty, took this singular and extraordinary course 
to send some princes, together with the priests and'Levites, 
upon this weighty business. Tho latter, that they might 
teach the people, the former to see them do it carefully, 
and require the people to come and receive ihstruction, and 
to be obedient to what they heard. Thus Jarchi and other 
interpreters explain it: " It belonged to the priests' and 
Levites to inform the people of their duty, as it is written, 



Deut. xxiv. 8. and these political persons went along with 
them, to quicken the people to hear them, and compel them 
to obey them, and do according to their commands." (See 
Nehem. viii. 9.) Campegius Vitringa hath a large discourse 
to this purpose in his Synag. Vet par. ii. lib. k cap. 9. 
where he' takes this to be an indication that the people in 
those times had little solemn public instruction ; and thinks 
it a good proof that there were no synagogues in the -coun- 
try in those days, as there were in aftertimes, wherein the 
people Were constantly instructed in the sense of the Di- 
vine law. Mr. Thorndike, indeed, rightly observes, that 
the words of Moses, Deut.*xxiv. 8. are not rightly alleged 
by Jarchi to this purpose. But thereus another place/ 
Deut. *vi. 18. from whence he also concludes, (Religious 
Assemblies,p. 23.) that this teaching consisted in declaring 
the obligation of the law. by the judges of it, the priests and 
Levites; and the princes were officers with power to en- 
force tlie # execution of it. (Sec Malachi ii; 7.) 4 

Vet. 8. And with them he sent Levites, even Shemaiah, 
and Nethahidh, and Zebadiah, and Asahel, and Shemira- 
moth, and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and Tobijah, and 
Tob~Adonijah, Levites.] These, no doubt, %Vere Eminent 
men among the Levites, as the two priests, Elishama and 
Jehbram, were, who werejoined with them. 

Ver. 9. ; And ' they taught in Judah, and had the book of 
the law of the Lord with them.] That' they might teach with 
the greater authority, by reciting the very words of that 
sacred fcdok, But from hence Vitringa argues, th&t the 
bo6ks of- Moses were scarce among the people in those 
days; for ifthere had been then public synagogues, where- 
in the Iiaw had been read (as it was afterward, every sab- 
bath-day), there had been ho need of carrying acopy of 
the l£w with them; which they might have had in every 
synagogue. 

And' went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and 
taught the people.] Which is too plain an argument, that 
there were not settled teachers in every city, who on all 
occasions instructed the people; nor doth it appear by 
this history, that these great men who were sent to see the 
people instructed, settled- such constant teachers in every 
city/; to 7 instruct them when theywere gone. The priests 
arid Levites, no doubt, were ready to teach the people in 
their cities where they dwelt j knd there is good reason to 
think, that most part of the prophets, who were the gTeat 
instructors of the people, were priests and Levites. But 
it is asr certain, that the charge of teaching the people be- 
longed t6 thdse prophets "who were not priests and Levites, 
as mtich as to those that were, as Mr. Thorndike observes 
in the same place! ' * ;. i .( <*: j 

Ver. 10. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the king* 
doms of the lands that were round about Judah, so that they 
made no war against Jehoshaphat.] God took care to pre- 
vent any disturbance, while they were about this pious 
work, by striking a 'terror into, all their neighbours; who, 
it is likely, were sensible that it was in vain to assault 
them, while they continued firm in their religion. For 
they could not but observe^ how much their prosperity de- 
pended on that; and that they never fell into their ene- 
mies* hands, but when they fell off from God. 

Ver. 11. Also Some of the Philistines brought Jehoshaphat . 
presents, and tribute-silver.] They were so far from giving 
him any disturbance, that some of his neighbours compli- 
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mcnted him by presents, and voluntarily paid their tribute. 
Which it is likely they had neglected in the timo of some 
of his predecessors, though imposed on them by David, 
who had conquered the Philistines. 

And the Arabians brought him flocks, seven thousand and 
seven hundred rains, and seven thousand and seven hundred 
he-goats.] The riches of the Arabians consisted in cattle, 
as Fuller observes out of Strabo and Pliny, in his Miscel- 
lanies, lib. iii. cap. 1G. And the Scripture informs us, how 
they abounded in both the sorts of flocks here mentioned, 
(Isa. Ix. 7. Ezck. xxvii. 21.) . And these, perhaps, were 
their tribute, they having been brought under the Jews ; or 
rather their present, by which they sought Jehoshaphat's 
friendship, and put themselves under his protection. 

Ver. 12. And Jelwshaphat waxed great exceedingly ; and 
he built in Judah castles, and cities of store.] He built very 
strong towers (as Jarchi understands it), and cities wherein 
he laid up provisions of wine and corn., * 

' Vcr. 13. And he had much business in the cities of Ju- 
dah.] To settle religion, and purge out idolatry; as w t cII as 
to provide for their safety, by fortifications, and whatso- 
ever was necessary for the preservation of public tran- 
quillity. 

And the men of war, mighty men of valour, were inJe- 
msalem.] He kept the principal officers in his army near 
to himself; that he might advise with them upon any 
emergency.. , 

Ver. 14., And these are the numbers of them, according to 
the house -of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of thou- 
sands; Adnah the chief, and withlxim mighty men of valour , 
three hundred thousand.] He mentions only the com- 
manders-in-chief: under whom were a great number of 
captains of thousands/ and captains of hundreds, who are 
not named. 

Ver. 15. And next to him was Jehohanan the captain, 
and with him two hundred and fourscore thousand.] In the 
Hebrew (as it is noted in the margin) the first words are, 
at his hand was, &c. Which may seem to import, that he 
was lieutenant-general (as we speak) to the former great 
man: who assisted him in the management of that army. 
But the following words plainly signify, that he was an- 
other commander-in-chief, having under him a great body 
of men, though not equal to the former. And, as the Tar- 
gum translates the. first words (whom Jarchi follows), he 
encamped near to the former. 

Vcr. 1G. And next to him wasAmaziah the son ofZichri, 
who 'willingly offered himself unto the Lord; and with him 
two hundred thousand mighty men of valour.] Some think, 
he served as a volunteer, without any stipend; or that he 
vowed himself to the service. Kiractii thinks that he 
offered gold and silver to the treasury, for the service of 
the Lord. 

Ver. 17. And of Benjamin; Eliada, a mighty man of 
valour, and with him armed men, with bow and shield, two 
hundred thousand.] All tho former were of Judah ; now ho 
mentions those of Benjamin, and the eminent persons who 
commanded them. 

Ver. 18. And next him was Jehozabad, and with him a 
hundred and fourscore thousand ready prepared for the 
war.] See ver. 16. If we put all these numbers of valiant 
men together, they make a great demonstration of the won- 
derful blessings of God upon Jehoshaphat: who, though 



he had little more than the thirJ part of the kingdom which 
David had, yet went much beyond him, in proportion, ia 
the number of able men thatAvcro subject to him. For 
David, when he numbered the people, found but thirteen 
hundred thousand; and Jehoshaphat. had several bodies of 
good troops, which altogether amounted to eleven hundred 
and sixty thousand : not reckoning the garrisons, which 
were in the strong holds. Nor is there any thing incredible 
in this, for we read the like in profane histories. The 
great Thebes, for' instance, (as Tacitus relates in his 
Annalcs, lib. ii.) furnished seven hundred thousand sol- 
diers, of its own inhabitants alone. But it is farther observ- 
able, how God blessed the reign of these two last kings, 
Asa and Jehoshaphat: in that when Abijah, the father of 
Asa, could scarce bring into the field four hundred thousand 
men, (xiii. 3.) his grandson was able to muster almost 
three times that number. 

Ver. 19. Tliese tvaited on the king.~] That is, these great 
men, who had such numerous forces at their command, at- 
tended the king's person always, wheresoever he went. 

Besides those tvhom the king put in the fenced cities 
throughout all Judah.] He made governors of all strong 
places, who constantly attended their duty there: and w T cre 
under the direction of the great men beforementioned. Who 
did not only wait uppn the king, but, as Pellicanus conjec- 
tures, presidedover the whole kingdom: and were ready 
upon any occasion to send abroad the king's orders, and 
take care of the public concerns. : •■ 
jc*Tt < , T \ .!£ .i ,/ .< • > ; > 

CHAP. XVIII. 

Ver. 1. 1\0W Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in 
abundance.] So he had before this time, (xvii. 5.) but now 
they were more increased. 

And joined affinity with Ahab.] For his son married Atha- 
liah the daughter of Ahab, (2 Kings viii. 18. and chap. xxL 
ver. 6. of this book.) His great prosperity tempted him to 
this affinity with an abominable idolater: having some con- 
ceit, perhaps, that he might again unite, by this marriage, 
the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 
\ Ver. 2. And after certain years.] After there had been 
peace three years between Israel and Syria, as it is ex- 
plained 1 Kings xxii. 1. 

He went down to Ahab to Samaria.] The affinity between 
them was the occasion, I suppose, of this visit. 
! And Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him in abundance, 
and for the people that were with him.] He entertained both 
Jehoshaphat and all his attendants with great splendour: 
which is not mentioned in the book of the Kings, though 
the substance of this chapter is the same with that above- 
mentioned; and is there explained. 

And persuaded him to'go, up with him to Jlamoth-Gilcad.'] 
He caressed him so at this feast, and used such arguments, 
as prevailed with him to undertake this expedition. 

Vcr. 3. And Ahab king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat 
king of Judah, Wilt thou go up tvith me to llamoth-Gilead?] 
What he had consented unto in the midst of their merriment, 
he seems now to resolve more deliberately. (See 1 Kings 
xxii. 4.) 

And he answered him, tarn as thou art, and my people as 
thy people; and will be with thee in the war.] The prophet 
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Hanani had given his father a caution against this, (xvi. 7.) 
and Jehoshaphat is reproved for if afterward, (xix. 2/* 
xx. 37.) The Targum expounds the last words thus, that 
which happens to thee, shall happen to me, in this war. 

Ver. 4. And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, In- 
quire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to-day. 

Ver. 5. Therefore the king of Israel gathered together of 
prophets four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall we 
go to Ramoth-Gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And 
they said, Go up; for God will deliver it into the king's 
hand. 

' Ver. 6. But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord besides, that xve might inquire of Mm ?] These three 
verses are the same in sense, and almost in words, with 
those which I have explained in 1 Kings xxii. 5 — 7. . 

Ver. 7. And the king of Israel said unto. Jehoshaphat, 
There is yet one man, by whom we may inquire of the Lord: 
but I hate him; for he never prophesieth good unto me, but 
always evil: the same is Micaiah the son oflmla. And Je- 
hoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.] See there, ver. 8. 

Ver. 8. And the king of Israel called for one of his offi- 
cers, and said, Fetch quickly Micaiah the son of Imla.] He 
seems to have thought, that Micaiah would be backward 
to come, because he knew the king's hatred to him ; and 
therefore he bids the officer (who was a person of quality) 
quicken him. - • .*', - 

Ver. 9. And the king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat king of 
Judah, sat either of them on his throne, clothed in their robes, 
and they sat in a void place at the entering in of the gate of 
Samaria.] The very same we read there, ver. 10.- And the 
Targum explains it thus; they sat in a semicircle, as the 
court of judgment used to do, that they might see one an- 
other, and all the people stood before them. 

And all the prophets prophesied before them.'] All the false 
prophets, as the Targum understands it, who pretended to 
the gift of prophecy, which the following words shew to be 
the meaning. 

Ver. 10. And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah had made 
him horns of iron, and said, Titus saith the Lord, With these 
thou slialtpush Syria until they be consumed. 

Ver. 11. And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go 
up to Ramoth-Gilead, and prosper ; for the Lord shall deli- 
ver it into the hand of the king. 

Ver. 12. And the messenger that went to call Micaiah, 
spake to him, saying, Behold, the words of the prophets de- 
clare good to the king with one assent: let thy word there* 
fore, I pray thee, be like one of theirs, and speak thou good. 

Ver. 13. And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, even what 
my God saith, that will I speak.] There is no difference be- 
tween these verses and those in 1 Kings xxii. 11 — 14. 

Ver. 14. And when he was come to the king, the king said 
unto him, Micaiah, shall we go up to Ramoth-Gilead to 
battle, or shall I forbear? and he said, Go ye up, and pros- 
per, and they shall be delivered into your hand. 

Ver. 15. And the king said to him, How many times 
shall I adjure thee that thou say nothing but the truth to 
me, in the name of the Lord? 

Ver. JG. Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon 
the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the Lord 
said, These have no master; let them return therefore every 
man to his house in peace. \ . 

Ver. 17. And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, 

VOL. U. 



Did I not tell thee that he would not prophesy good unto 
me, but evil? : ^ ..• • 

Ver. 18. Again he said, TJierefore hear the word: of the 
Lord.] Some think he spake these words to. the by-, 
standers: but this is confuted by 1 Kings xxii. 19. where 
thfe words are, Hear thou therefore, speaking again to 
the king. ,' • 

• In all that follows, to the end of the chapter, there is 
scarce any difference between it, and what is recorded in 
the book of the Kings; where I have explained it: and 
will not here transcribe what the reader may find there. . * 



CHAP. XIX. 

Ver. 1. XJlND Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned to his 
house in peace to Jerusalem.] I suppose, as soon as the 
battle was over, he immediately went to Jerusalem; to re- 
turn thanks to God for his wonderful preservation. 

Ver. 2. And Jehu the son of Hanani the seer.] See 
1 Kings xvi. 1. , ; - , < . • - 

. Went out to meet him.] Before he came into the city: 
that, being admonished by him, he might be the more 
affected with the mercy of God towards him in his deli- 
verance. • ' , .* > 

And said to king Jehoshaphat, Shoutdest thou help the un- 
godly, and love them that hate the Lord?] As much as to 
say, This is contrary to common reason, which taught the 
gentiles to make no friendship with such as were God's 
enemies. So Callimachus in his hymn to Ceres,, ver. 
117,118. ...... k 

Aa//7]T£p, fir} TiqvoQ Ijxlv <p(\og, 8$ rot cnrr)(6r)G, 
"Eorcu, ftTjS* 6fxoTot)(og* quoi KaKoydrortg ^^pol. 

O Ceres, he shall be none of my friend who is hated by thee; 
nor shall he live under my roof: such neighbours are odious 
unto me. Where the illustrious Spanhemius hath ob- 
served many the like sayings among the heathens; and 
shews how the ancient Greeks, abhorred to lodge jn the 
same house with a murderer, ot other grievous criminals ; 
with whom they would not eat, much less be with theta in 
their sacred assemblies ; looking upon them as impure 
creatures. 

TJierefore is wrath upon thee from before, the Lord.] 
Upon which account God threatens to punish him: which 
some think he did by raising such numerous enemies to in- 
vade him, as we read of in the next chapter. But most of 
all, by suffering all his sons to be murdered by their elder 
brother, (chap. xxi. 4.) and his grandchildren by Jehu, 
(2 Kings ix: 27.x. 13, 14.) ; . , 

VeT. 3. Nevertheless there are good things found in thee.] 
For the sake of which he so far pardoned his error as 
not to punish him in his own person, but in his posterity. 

In 4hat thou hast taken away the groves out of the land, 
and hast prepared thine heart to seek God.] The chief 
thing wherein he pleased God was by abolishing idolatrous 
worship: which he had done, rigorously, and served God 
with a sincere heart. , . 

- Ver. 4. And Jehoshaphat dwelt at Jerusalem.] Being 
settled at Jerusalem after his visit to Ahab, and the war 
with Syria, he had time to reflect upon his. escape out of 
the late battle, and the reproof of the prophet: at which 
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he was so far from being angry (as his father Asa had 
been, xvi.7.) that he laid it to heart, jind seriously resolved 
upon a farther reformation, in other matters, as well, as 
religion. 

. And Tie went out again through the people.] lie .had sent 
out his officers before, (chap, xvii.7.) who went out by his 
authority, and acted in his name, about this very business ; 
but now he went in person, as then by his orders. 

From Beer-sheba to Mount Ephraim.]Thc former of theso 
had always been the utmost bound southward of the tribe 
of Judah: and the latter, since the division of the king- 
dom, had been the northern bound, as before the division 
was Dan. 

And brought them back unto the Lord God of their fa- 
thers.] Since the last reformation, it seems, some had re- 
volted to their former idolatry, whom he now reduced; es- 
pecially those cities which his father had taken in Mount 
Ephraim, (chap. xv. 8.) who, being Israelites, might have 
been drawn in again to worship the calves. 

Ver. 5. rAnd he set judges in the land, throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city.] That is,inevery one of 
these cities : or, as Bertram thinks it should be translated, 
for city, and city. That is, he placed judges in the prin- 
cipal cities, unto which all causes were brought from the 
lesser cities and villages. This was a means both to have 
justice done between man and man, and also to preserve 
them in the worship of God, when judges were ready at 
hand, to call those to an account who went after other 
gods. 

Ver. G, And said to the judges, Take heed what ye do : 
.for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you 
in the judgment.] He gave them this very solemn admoni- 
tion when be settled them in their places : which the Tar- 
gum thus translates, Ye do not judge before the sons of men, 
but before the Word of the Lord; and his glorious presence 
resides among you in tlie act of judgment. Which is a most 
illustrious testimony that the ancient Jews believed more 
persons than one in the Deity. 

Ver. 7. Wherefore now, let the fear of the Lord be upon 
you; take heed and do it.] That is, Do as I command you, 
judge according to the law: for such as God is, such you 
ought to be, since you are in his place. 

For there is no iniquity ivith the Lord our God, nor re- 
sped of persons, nor taking of gifts.] He, bids them remem- 
ber that as the nature of God is perfectly just, so he cannot 
be moved to do iniquity by respect to the greatest, or pity 
to the meanest, or by any gift bo bribed to do unjustly. 
Whom they ought to imitate, being entrusted by him with 
his authority. )^ 4 y M 

Ver. 8. Moreover, in Jerusalem did JehoshapJtat set of the 
Levites, and of the priests, and of the chief of the fathers of 
Israel.] Many were of opinion, that as before he speaks of 
the courts consisting of twenty-three judges, which were 
settled in every considerable city of the kingdom ; so here 
he speaks of the high court of all, consisting of seventy, 
called by the Jews the gTcat Sanhedrin, sitting at Jerusa- 
lem: whither appeals w r erc mado in all causes, that.could 
not bo determined below. But if this be true, Jchosha- 
phat was the first that we can find who settled this. excel- 
lent constitution : of which wc can find no footsteps in the 
books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, or in the fore- 
going kings, as I have discoursed at large upon Deut. xvi. 



18. xvii. 9. (See my notes there.) And there is little in the 
succeeding times to persuade us of it; for Ezra and Nehe- 
miah set up no such judicature as that the Jews call San- 
hedrin. Which seems to have been, wisely constituted, 
when they fell under the government of the Macedonian 
princes, from whoso language they borrowed the name. 
Though Jchoshaphat therefore settled judges in Jerusalem, 
yet the number of them is not certains 

'For the judgment of the Lord, and for controversies.] 
These words arc variously expounded : some understand- 
ing by the judgment of the Lord, causes about sacred mat- 
ters, others pecuniary matters: and by controversies, some 
understanding civil causes,. others criminal and capital. It 
is sufficient, I think, to say, they tried all sorts of causes. 

When they returned to Jerusalem.] That is, when Jcho- 
shaphat, and those ^ that attended him, re turned, from the 
other cities, where they had appointed judges, (ver. 5.) he 
constituted this supreme court in the chief city of his king- 
dom. I say supreme, court, for there were nottwo of them; 
one for ecclesiastical, the other Tor civil causes, as some 
have imagined : but one court judged both, as Grotius hath 
very well proved, from the very account here given of this 
matter. For Jehoshaphat bids fhesc judges try what cause 
soever should come to them, (ver. 10.) and adds, beticeen 
blood and blood, between law and commandment, statutes 
and judgments. Which shews there was no kind of busi- 
ness in controversy, which did not come before this one 
court, s Nor do those words ver. 11. prove the contrary, 
as he shews in his book, de Impcrio Sum. Potest, circa 
Sacra, cap. 11. sect. 15. - * 

Ver. 9. And he charged them, saying, Thus shall ye do 
in the fear of the Lord; faithfully, andivith a perfect heart.] 
He gives them the same solemn charge, which he had given 
the other judges ; (ver. 7.) that having the fear of God before 
their eyes, they should do righteous judgment, and not suf- 
fer themselves to be any way corrupted, for God would 
judge all over again. 

It is a most memorable saying of Cicero, that judges, 
being sworn to do justice, should remember , when they 
come to pass sentence, " Deum se habere tcstem ; id est, 
ut ego arbitror, mentcm suam, qua nihil homini dedit ipse 
Deus divinius ;" that he hath God a ivitness of what he 
doth, even his own conscience, than which God himself hath 
given unto man nothing more Divine : lib. iii. de*Officiis, cap. 
10. where he hath left this excellent instruction also, that 
a man must lay aside the person of a friend, when he puts 
on the person of a judge. 

* Ver. 10. And what cause soever shall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities.]' By way of appeal from 
the other cities : where the judges wero wont to refer mat- 
ters of great difficulty to this supreme court at Jerusalem, 
where the judges were most learned. 

Between blood and blood.] When the question was, who 
was next of kin- to an estate, and should succeed him that 
was deceased. So some understand the word blood to sig- 
nify kindred. But Jarchi understands it of a question, 
whether a murder was voluntary, or a man was killed by 
chance. ■ - 

• Between law and commandment, statutes and judgments.] 
Some take the word law to be a general word, the species 
of which follow. So that it is as much as to say, Ye shall 
judge concerning all manner of laws: first, of command- 
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ments, such as have a naturalequity in them ; then statutes, 
or positive laws belonging to rites and ceremonies; and 
judgments, concerning those precepts, which direct the man- 
ner of proceeding in judgment. 

Ye shall even warn them that they trespass not against 
the Lord, and so wrath come upon you, and upon your bre- 
thren.] This seems to be a command, that they should not 
only pronounce a righteous sentence in every cause that 
came before them, but that they should admonish him, who 
was in the wTong (and all other persons in the like case), 
to beware of injuring their neighbours for the time to come. 

This do, and ye shall not trespass J] But worthily dis- 
charge their office. " . - • iM > 

Ver. 11. And, behold, Amariah the chief priest.] See con- 
cerning him, what I have noted upon 1 Chron. vi. 9, 10, &c. 

Is over you' in all matters of the Lord; and Zebadiah the 
son oflshmael, the ruler of the house ofJudah, for all the 
Icing's matters.'] Many understand by the matters of the 
Lord, all things sacred ; and by the king's matters, all civil 
and political causes. But Grotius hath judiciously ob- 
served, (in his book de Imperio Sum. Potest, circa Sacra, 
cap. 11. sect. 15.) that it is most agreeable to the Scripture 
to understand by the things of God, those which were de- 
fined by the law of God, and were to be judged by that 
law: and by the king's matters, such as, not being defined 
by the Divine law, were left to the judgment of the king. 
Of which kind were all deliberations about what was ex- 
pedient or not expedient. And thus he observes, the most 
learned of the Jewish interpreters explain these words in 
his book, de Jure Belli et Pacis, lib. i. cap. 3. sect. 20. 
But which way soever w r e distinguish the things of God 
and the king's things, yet one and the same court took cog- 
nizance of them both: only with this difference, that the 
court had different presidents according to the nature of 
the causes. In things pertaining to God, Amarias the high- 
priest sat as the first judge ; in things pertaining to the king, 
Zebadiah, a principal person about the king, had the chair, 
and w r as the moderator. For, as the high-priest was most 
conversant in the law of God, and therefore fittest to direct 
in such matters ; so the chief ruler about the king was most 
exercised in matters left undetermined by the law, and so 
fittest to preside in such consultations. 

There are/indeed,, very learned men who think these 
words plainly prove two different courts: in one of which 
ecclesiastical matters .were determined; in the other civil ; 
in the former of which Amarias presided ; in the latter, Ze- 
badiah. Thus Corn. Bertram, in his book Do Itepubl. Ju- 
daica, p. 137. 139. whom Const. I/Empereur defends in 
his annotations on that place : and endeavours to prove 
out of Deuteronomy, that God himself instituted an eccle- 
siastical senate, distinct from the civil, p. 389. But this is 
not a fit place to meddle further with that controversy : I 
shall only say, that I think Grotius hath sufficiently con- 
futed this opinion in the book and chapter beforementioned; 
de Imperio, &c. And in his annotations also upon St. 
Matt. v. 22. (on those words tvoxog tarat r< t 7 <rvvz$pt(o) where 
he makes this paraphrase upon this Speech of Jehosha- 
phat: "Do not despond, as not able to discharge so 
weighty an office, for want of such learning and knowledge 
as are necessary for such a work: you have excellent men 
to guide you with their counsel. Such is the prince of the 
senate Amarias the priest, a man skilled in judgment; and 



if any thing fall out belonging rather to civil prudence than 
to the knowledge of the law, Sabadias the Ishmaelite is 
ready at hand, who is a principal person in such kind of 
deliberations. And besides (as it here follows).you have 
the Levites their assessors, who are very well skilled in 
many arts." : ' ... K»v& : ,*<"»'; .*... < : ■ a 

. Also the Levites shall be officers before you.] Some of the 
Levites were members of this great court, who sat in judg- 
ment: (ver. 8.) the rest, who were not judges, were minis- 
ters under them to see their sentence executed. But it ap- 
pears bythis place; that the word shoterim doth not here 
signify, as in others, mere apparators who summoned men 
to the court, or such officers as executed the sentence of _ 
the court; but persons of some authority, who had power 
to make offenders sensible of the justice of the sentence, 
and convince them of their error: which was a great encou- 
ragement to the judges to undertake this office, and to 
judge uprightly. > - « 

Deal courageously, and the Lord shall be ivith the good.] 
He bids them not be afraid of any man : for God, who em- 
ployed them, would stand by them and defend them, if they 
were good and upright judges. The Targum hath it, The 
Word of the Lord will help' you, who is good. 



CHAP. XX. 

Ver. 1. JLTcame to pass after this also, that the children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon.] These seem to have 
been the principal in this invasions * the other here men- 
tioned (in the next verse and in ver. 22.) to have been 
auxiliaries.' For such was theancient way of making war, 
and still is. to this day, to call in the assistance of their 
neighbours. As appears by the Romans more especially, 
whose armies consisted of their own legions, on whom 
they chiefly relied, and their auxiliaries : who agreed nei- 
ther in their discipline, nor in their language, nor in their 
affection, as Vegetius observes in his book de Re Militari, 
lib. ii. cap. 2. and therefore could not do such serviced For 
which cause (as he Observes in the beginning of his third 
book) they took care their Socii Militares should never 
exceed the number of their own soldiers, which is a rulo 
laid down by-Livy and Tacitus. 

And with them other besides the Ammonites. ~] It ought to 
be translated, and with them the Meunims .".who were a peo-v 
pie in Arabia, near the Moabites and Ammonites. ■ (See 
my annotations upon Judges x^ 12. and in this book, chap, 
xxvi. 6, 7. and Bochartus, in hisPhaleg. lib. ii. cap. 22.) 

Came against Jehoshaphat to battle.] Made. aji invasion 
upon his country. 

Ver. 2. Then there came 1 some that told Jehoshaphat, 
saying, There cotneth a great multitude against thee from 
beyond the sea.] That is the Dead Sea, as it is called in 
Scripture. *. < ' «->« • *-> v \ . n » ,, 

On this side Syria.] The Targum translates it, from the 
western part of Syria: for the Dead Sea was the western 
bounds of that country; and it. is likely the Syrians joined 
against him, to revenge the assistance he gave to Ahab. 
. And, behold, they be in Hazazon-tamar, which isEn-gedi.] 
A place where there was a great forest of palm-trees. It 
seems he had but slender intelligence, for he heard not of 
their motion till they ^ere upon the borders of his country, 
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! Vcr. 3: And Jehoshaphat feared.] Having been lately 
told by the prophet (chap. xix. 2.) that God was very an- 
gry with him. 

• And set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast 
throughout all Judah.] Fasting was generally joined with 
prayer in times of distress: unto which he publicly called 
theAvholc nation, that they might obtain help from God.. 

• 'Ver. 4. And Judah gathered themselves together to ask 
help of the Lord: even out of all the cities of Judah they 
came to seek the Lord.] The Targum translates it, to ask 
mercy of him, and to beg his direction, and to hear his holy 
ivord. For some part of the law was read upon those so- 

'lcmn days. Vitringa takes this to be an argument, that 
there were no synagogues in every city in those days. For 
there would have been no need they should come out of 
their cities, and all Tesort;to Jerusalem, to fast and pray, 
and hear the law there; which might have been done at 
home in their synagogues, as well as in the temple. Though 
jiot, indeed,* in such a solemn manner> as it was performed 
by such a vast conflux of people, in one place, to make 
■their supplications to God, (de Vet. Synag. par. ii. lib. i. 
cap. 9.) . 

Ver. 5. And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of 
Judah and Jerusalem, in the Jiouse of the Lord.] For there 
was a throne, the Hebrew doctors tell us, in the court of 
the Israelites, where their kings prayed to God, or spake 
to the people, as there was occasion. So Jehoshaphat did, 
and, in following times, Hezckiah and Josiah: after the 
example of Solomon', who began this custom, (chap. vi. 13.) 

• Before the new court.] The most learned in these matters 
confess they do not know what is meant by the new court. 
Some think it probable, that it was only some enlargement 
that Jehoshaphat had made of the court of the people, to 
render it more capacious : but others aro of opinion, that it 
signifies the court of the women, which was now made dis- 
tinct from the court of the men. (ScelChron. xy.3.) Thus 
Constantine L'Empereur thinks that the court of the wo- 
men was not built by Solomon, but added in aftertimes, 
Anriot. in Cod. Middoth, cap. 2. sect. 5. where he disputes, 
that, according to the Mischna, this court when it was 
made did not surround the court of Israel : but the breadth 
of them was equal, according to the delineation there. 

Ver. 6. And said, O Lord God of our fathers, art thou 
not God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the king- 
doms of the heathen ? and in thine hand is there not power 
and might, so that none is able to ivitlistand thee?] This is 
the most admirable prayer that we read any of their kings 
made: expressing the greatest confidence in God, and re- 
presenting to him the justice of their cause. He begins 
with an acknowledgment of God's supreme and irresistible 
power ; which extends itself every where over all creatures 
in heaven and earth, who are every one of them subject to 
his authority. 

Ver. 7. Art not thou our God, who didst drive oiit the 
inhabitants of this land before thy people Israel, and gavest 
it to the seed of Abraham thy friend for ever?] Then he re- 
members the peculiar relation the people of Israel had to 
him, and the promise to Abraham, and the deed of gift 
which he made of this country to him, and to his posterity 
for ever, as a reward of his fidelity to him. 

Ver. 8. And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a 
sanctuary therein for thy name, saying.] Next to that he 



remembers, that they had bc-:n long possessed of this 
country, wherein a house had been built for his worship 
by Solomon: to whom God promised at the consecration 
of it, that he would have regard to the prayers made in that 
place ; (see the sixth chapter of this book, and 1 Kings viii.) 
The Targum here again saith this sanctuary was built to 
the name of thy Word; as in the foregoing verse God is 
said to have driven out the inhabitants of this land by his 
Word. 

Vcr. 9. If when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judg- 
ment.] Some translatc.it, the sword of judgment, that is, the 
punishing sword. But if judgment signify any particular 
punishment, distinct from the sword, it must be wild beasts* 
or captivity : fox pestilence and famine are particularly men- 
tioned in the. following words. The Targum translates it, 
slaughter of the sword, which was a sore judgment. 

We stand before this house, and in thy presence (for thy 
name is in this, house), and cry unto thee in our affliction, 
then thou wilt hear and help.] Sec I Kings viii. 38, 39. 
. Ver. 10. And now, behold, the children of Ammon, and 
Moab, and Mount Seir.'] Some think this explains what is 
meant by other besides the Ammonites, (as we translate 
yer. 1.) viz. Edomites. So the Targum in that place, With 
these the Edomites, who joined tvith the Ammonites. But 
see there. 

Whom thou tuouldest not let Israelinvade, when they came 
out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and 
destroyed them not.] He represents, in the next place, the 
foul ingratitude of their enemies (added to their injustice) 
in invading their country, unto which they had an un- 
doubted title : when the Israelites did not do them the least 
barm, as they went to take possession of it, but took the 
pains to march a long way about to come at it, rather than 
give them any disturbance in their country. 
_, Ver. 11. Behold, I say, how they reward us, to come to 
cast us out of thy possession, which thou hast given us to in- 
herit.'] It is a most odious thing not to make grateful returns 
of benefits received; but, to return evil for good is the 
highest wickedness. Which in this case was aggravated 
by this, that they made an attempt not only upon the rights 
of the Israelites, but.of God himself; whose land this was, 
which they held of him as their Lord. 

Ver. 12. O our : God, wilt thou not judge them?] He ap- 
peals to the justice of God, the righteous Judge, who rights 
those that suffer wrong, especially when they have no 
helper. To judge in this place signifies to punish, as in 
Exod. vi. 6. Psal. ix. 1G. where these words, the Lord is 
known by the judgment which he executeth, arc thus inter- 
preted by Drusius, The Lord is known by the just punish- 
ment which he inflicts: in his Miscellanies, cent. i. cap. 18. 

For we have no might against this great company that 
cometh against ns ; neither know we what to do: but our 
eyes w are upon thee.] This is the last argument he uses to 
obtain help from God : the weak condition wherein he and 
his people.werc, which made them the objects of the Divine 
pity; especially since they placed all their confidence and 
hope in him alone. But it may seem strange that he should 
say they had no might against this multitude, when he had 
so many hundred thousand men at command, as are men- 
tioned, chap, xyii. 14^16, &c. To which It may be re- x 
plied, that perhaps this was such a sudden invasion, that 
he had not time to gather a considerable body to oppose 
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them: or rather he distrusted the greatest army, and ac- 
knowledged them to be of no force if God was not with 
tliem: on whom he entirely relied, and not on the number 
and valour of his soldiers, though both were very great. 

Victorinus Strigelius hath such a devout reflection upon 
this prayer of Jehoshaphat, that it will not be unacceptable, 
I persuade myself, to the pious reader, if I here transcribe 
it : " In this weak and declining condition wherein thc- 
church now is, when the devil is very outrageous, because 
he knows his time to be short, &c. let us say daily with 
Jehoshaphat, We know not what to do; but our eyes are 
upon thee. Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. 
Thou art our king and our shepherd; we are thy people, 
and the sheep of thy pasture. Thou only art powerful, we 
are infirm: but thy power will be perfected in our weak- 
ness. Not unto us,. O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name 
give the glory; for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake. Do 
not remember our iniquities, but save us for thy mercy's 
sake; for we are brought very low. Help us, O God of 
our salvation, for the glory of thy name: deliver us, and 
be merciful to our sins, for thy name's sake. Save us/ O 
Lord our God, that we may give thanks unto thy holy name, 
and triumph in thy praise." Such addresses to God (so 
he concludes) will illustrate this prayer of Jehoshaphat 
better than the largest commentaries. 
* Ver. 13. And all Judah stood before the Lord, with their 
little ones, their wives, and their children.'] The more to 
move the Divine compassion towards them. 

Ver. 14. Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the 
son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son ofMattaniah, a 
Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lord hi 
the midst of the congregation.] He seems not to have been 
a prophet before this time: when a sudden inspiration 
came upon him from God, to comfort this great assembly 
with assured hope of deliverance, before they stirred from 
the place where they had prayed. 

Ver. 15. And he said, Hearken ye, allJudah, and ye in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat; TJius saith 
the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason 
of this great multitude ; for the battle is not yours, but 
God's.] As it was God's cause which they now asserted, 
so they might be assured he would maintain it, by over- 
throwing their enemies. 

Ver. 1C To-morrow go ye down against them.] Jerusa- 
lem, where they now were, was situated on a high hill, and 
therefore he saith they should go down against these ene- 
mies : who are said in the next words to come up. 

Behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find 
them at the end of the brook (or valley), before the wilder- 
ness ofJeruel.] God was so very gracious to them, as, by 
this prophet, not only to assure them of victory, but to in- 
form them of the very time, and place, and manner of it. 
The time was the very next morning: the place is men- 
tioned in the latter end of this verse, as the time is in the 
beginning: and the manner, in the conclusion of the fore- 
going verse, that it should be by the hand of God, and not 
by their own : who should be only spectators of the victory 
which God himself would give them: so it follows in the 
next verse. 

. Ver. 17. Ye shall not need to fight in this battle; set your- 
selves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with 
you, O Judah and Jerusalem; fear not, nor be dismayed ; 



to-morrow go out against them.] He repeats, what he had 
said before (which he knew would be the greatest comfort 
to them), that they should have no conflict with their ene- 
mies ; but only stand still in their place, and see the hand 
of God overthrowing them all. In which there was a nota- 
ble accomplishment of Solomon's prayer, which Jehosha- 
phat recited. 

For the Lord will be with you.] The Word of the Lord 
will be your helper, as the Targum expounds it. 

Ver. 18. And JeJioshaphat bowed his head with his face 
to the ground; and all Judah and Jerusalem fell before the 
Lord, worshipping the Lord.] The king gave most humble 
thanks to God, as did all the people with him, after his 
example. 

Ver. 19. And the Levites, of the children of the Kohath- 
ites, and of the children of the Korhites.] Who were then 
waiting, in their course, at the temple. 

Stood up to praise the Lord God of Israel with a loud 
voice on high.] They sung praise to God before the army 
went out, as if the victory had been already obtained. 
And they raised their voice as high as they could, to ex- 
press their full assurance of success. This, I suppose, 
they did by the order of Jehoshaphat. - ■ ■ 

Ver. 20/ And they rose up early in the moi'ning, and 
went forth into the ivilderness of Tekoa.] That is, the army 
who were to stand, and face the enemy, went forth from 
Jerusalem. 

And, as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, 
Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem.] It is 
likely he stood in the gate of the city, through which they 
marched out, and spake these words to the several com- 
panies as they passed by him. 

Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; 
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.] The Targum trans- 
lates it, Believe in the Word of the Lord your God, believe 
his law, and his prophets, &c. God having made them a 
gracious promise, expected their belief of it, and depend- 
ance on it: otherwise they had no reason to hope for 
victory. . . 

Ver. 21. And- when he had consulted tvith the people.] 
That is, with the elders and heads of their tribes, who re- 
presented the rest: without whose consent he was loath to 
do any thing, in a time of comindn danger. 

He appointed singers unto the Lord, and that should 
praise the beauty of holi?iess.] It may be translated, should 
praise his most sacred Majesty. Though it is commonly 
thought he ordered them to praise the Lord with the same 
state, pomp, and ornament, that they worshipped in the 
temple: in the same habit, in that order and magnificence, 
wherein they appeared in the holy place. 

As they went out before the army.] This was an argu- 
ment of great courage and assurance, that they led on the 
army: declaring to their enemies, that God (whose minis- 
ters they were) was coming against them. 

And to say, Praise the Lord; for his m$rcy endnrethfor 
ever.] This was the usual song, which they sung at the 
temple, (ver. 13.) 

Ver. 22. And when they began to sing and to praise.] 
Before they had marched many steps. 

Tlie Lord set ambushments against the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and Mount Seir, ivhich were come against Ju- 
dah; and they were smitten.] Or smote one another, as it is 
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in the margin. The Targum translates it, Tlie Word of the 
Lord set ambushments, &c. By which that paraphrast un- 
derstands his angelical ministers which attended him; 
who smote some of them secretly, and the rest thinking it 
was done by their neighbours, fell upon them as their ene- 
mies. But the meaning seems rather to be, that the am- 
bushments which they had laid against Judah, by a confu- 
sion among themselves, made by a Divine hand, fell upon 
a part of their own army, mistaking them for their enemies. 
* Ver. 23. For the children of Amnion and Moab stood up 
against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to slay and 
destroy them : and when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir,' every one helped to destroy another.] 
They of Mount Seir were ordered to fall upon Judah, out 
of an ambushment; but by some mistake they fell upon 
the Ammonites, their own confederates : and they and the 
Moabites fell upon them, till they had entirely destroyed 
those of Seir. And when that was done, they continued 
in such confusion, that they fell one upon another, still 
imagining they were destroying the Jews: who came upon 
them very early in the morning, as the prophet had di- 
rected. 

Ver. 24. And when Judah came towards the ivatcJi-tower 
in the wilderness, they looked unto the multitude, and, be- 
liold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and none 
escaped.] Instead of meeting with any enemy to oppose 
them, they saw them all lie dead upon the ground. For 
this tower, it is probable, stood upon the cliff of Ziz, (men- 
tioned ver. 1G.) from whence they could behold how their 
army lay. 

Ver. 25. And tvhen Jehoshaphat and his people came to 
take away the spoil of them, they found among them in 
abundance both riches tvith the dead bodies,' and precious 
jewels (which they stripped off for themselves).'] As they 
found rich garments upon their bodies, so they found great 
treasure among their baggage (as we call it), and many 
precious jewels; which they brought along with them, I 
suppose, that they might appear the more glorious, in the 
triumph which they promised themselves over the Jews. 

More than they could carry away : and they were three 
days in gathering the spoil, it zvas so much.] They could 
not carry all the spoil at once, but spent three days in 
collecting it, and disposing of it. For there was vast pro- 
vision, no doubt, which they had made for the subsistence 
of such a multitude ; and a great many beasts for the car- 
riages that brought it to them. 

Ver. 2G. And on the fourth day they assembled themselves 
in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the Lord: 
and therefore the name of the same place was called The 
valley of Berachah unto this day.] One cannot think, that 
they deferred to give God ihanks for so signal a victory, 
till four days after it ; but then they did it in a more solemn 
manner than they could at first: the whole body of the 
people assembling together, to acknowledge God's good- 
ness to them. Which they did in such a remarkable man- 
ner, that it gave to the place ever after the name of the 
Valley of Blessing. 

Ver. 27. Then they returned, every man of [Judah and 
Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the fore-front of them, to go 
to Jerusalem with joy.] This is a further instance of their 
thankfulness to God for their victory ; that they did not 
return every man to his own home, after this overthrow: 



but first went back' to Jerusalem, to bless him again for 
hearing their prayers, and making good his promises . 

For the Lord had made them to rejoice over their enemies.] 
This they did with great joy, wherewith God had filled 
their hearts, by making them triumph over such powerful 
enemies. 

Ver. 28. And they came to Jerusalem with psalteries, 
and harps, and trumpets, unto the house of the Lord.] To 
express by thes6 the greatness of their joy, and proclaim 
their thankfulness' to God. «* 

Ver. 29. And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of 
those countries.] On all the neighbouring nations, who 
heard of this glorious victory without fighting. 

When they had heard that the Lord fought against the 
enemies of Israel.] Here the Targumhath it, When they 
heard that the Word of the Lord fought, &c. 

Ver. 30. So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet; for his 
God gave him rest round about.] Hero again the Targum 
saith, TJte Word of his God gave him rest. 

Ver. 31. And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was 
thirty and five years old when he began to reign ; and he 
reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem : and his mother's 
name was Azubah, th& daughter of Shilhi.] Sec 1 Kings 
xxii. 42. It is likely, his mother was a very religious wo- 
man, who.had taken care to bring up Jehoshaphat in the 
fear of the Lord: and happy had it been for him and his 
family, if ho had taken care to marry his son to such an- 
other woman. 

Ver. 32. And he walked in the way of Asa his father, 
and departed not from it, doing that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord.] Whatsoever other faults he had, he 
kept close to* the worship of God alone: and did many 
other good things as the law of Moses directed. 

Ver. 33. Howbeit the high places were not taken away.] 
This shews, that the meaning of those words, xvii. G. is, 
that the high places wherein God was worshipped were 
not taken away : though those wherein idols were served 
were destroyed. 

i For as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto 
the God of their fathers.] The reason of it is here given, 
the people could not bear it: "for their hearts were not dis- 
posed to serve God exactly according to the law of Moses. 
But though they renounced idolatry, and worshipped none 
but the Lord, yet they would not have his worship, by sa- 
crifices, restrained to one place alone, but have the liberty 
to sacrifice elsewhere, 

Ver. 34. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and 
last, behold, they are written in the book of Jehu the son of 
Hanani, who is mentioned in the book of the Kings of Israel] 
He was an eminent prophet in the time of Baasha king of 
Israel, and lived to the end of Jehoshaphat's reign. (See 
1 Kings xvi. 3. 7.) He, as several other prophets, wrote 
the history of his ovvn time : out of which monuments these 
books werccollected. And his work was so highly esteemed 
that it was registered in the book of the Kings of Israel: 
which w r ere commentaries, as Huctius thinks, of what daily 
passed, (Demonstr. T5vang. p. 202.) 

Ver. 35. And after this,] That is, after the Lord had 
given him such a glorious victory, and struck terror into 
all his enemies, and given him rest and quiet round about. 

Did Jehoshaphat king of Judah join himself with Ahaziah 
king of Israel, who did very zvickedly.] This was a great 
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weakness, to make friendship with the son, when he had 
been so sharply reproved for joining with his father Ahab, 
(xix. 2.) especially since he was no better, but a very 
wicked idolater. And though he did not join with him in 
making war, but only in trade: yet God took it ill of hira, 
and threatened to punish him for it, (ver. 37.) Into this 
he was betrayed by the affinity, which was between them, 
which shews how dangerous it is to marry with idolaters. 

Ver. 3G. And he joined himself with him to make ships to 
go to Tarshish: and* they made the ships in Ezion-gabcr.] 
They were ships 'of Tarshish made to go to Ophir, as 
we learn from 1 Kings xxii. 48, 49. where I have shewn 
how this place and that agree. Bochart thinks there was 
a place Called Tarshish in the Indian Ocean near to Ophir 
(that is, Taprobana), which the Phoenicians called by the 
same, name, with the other Tarshish, because the same 
commodities came from both. (See his Phaleg. lib. ill. 
cap. 7.) . [ 

Ver. 37. TJien Eliezer, the son of Dodavah of Mareshah } 
prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast 
joined thyself With Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken thy 
works.] In the Targum it is again, The Word of the Lord 
hath destroyed thy works. "Which he laid to heart so much, 
that when Ahaziah afterward desired to join in some 
voyage with him, he would not consent: as we read in 
1 Kings xxii. 49. 

And the ships were broken that they were not able to go 
to Tarshish.] They were shattered in the very place where 
they were built, in Ezion-gaber. (Sec 1 Kings xxii. 48.) 

chap, xxi: 

Ver.l. A\ OW Jehoshapliat slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David: and Jehoram 
his son reigned in his stead.] By his own appointment, as 
appears from ver. 3. He was designed king in the seven- 
teenth year of the reign of Jehoshaphat; and crowned in 
the twenty-third year, and afterward reigned eight years; 
three with his father, and five alone. (S(Se ver. 5.) 

Ver. 2. And he had brethren, the sons of Jehoshaphat.] 
They had the same father, if not the same mother : which 
made' his wickedness in killing them the more unnatural. 

Azariahy and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and 
Michael, and Shephatiah.] The fourth son is distinguished 
in the Hebrew from the first, by the addition of hu; the 
first being called Azariah, this Azariahu. 

All these were the sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel.] 
He was king of Israel in a large sense, many of Israel 
being subject to him. So Ahaz is also called, xxviii. 19. 
where I shall give some further account of it. 

,Ver. 3. And their father gave them great gifts of silver, 
and gold.] After the manner of the ancient patriarchs. (See 
Gen. xxv. 6.) 

And of precious things.] The Hebrew word signifies any 
tiling that is excellent in its kind ; whether jewels, or gar- 
ments, or fruits of the earth, as Beckius observes out of 
Solomon Abu Mclech. 

With fenced cities in Judah.] Over which he made them 
governors. This he did very prudently, for providing so 
well for them, that they might not be tempted to envy the 
kingdom to their brother; nor quarrel among themselves. 
But, as Strigelius observes out of Cicero, " Sacpe optirao 



cogitata pessime cadunt;" things excellently designed have 
often very ill event. For these riches of theirs made their 
brother first fear them ; and then, being wickedly covetous, 
he was tempted to make them away, that he might get what 
they had into his possession. 

But the kingdom gave he to Jehoram, because he was the 
first-born.] He could not but know his wicked disposition, 
by his inclination to idolatry: but was swayed purely by » 
his being the first-born, to settle the kingdom upon him, 
though not so deserving as his brethren. For such was the 
power of the kings of Judah (as Conringius observes), that 
they took upon them to dispose of the kingdom, as if it had 
been their patrimony 1 Some think he superstitiously ob- 
served that law, Deut. xxi. 13. for sometime the younger 
sons were preferred to the elder, as we find in the sons of 
Josiah, 2 Kings xxiii. 30. But (as Mr. Selden shews) com- 
mon usage was otherwise, lib. ii. de Successipnead Pon- 
tif. cap. 1. p. 202. where he translates; these words, ." Reg- 
num autem transmisit," &c. not he gave, but he transmitted 
the kingdom to Jehoram. % '; ■ - 

Ver. 4. Now, when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom 
of his father, he strengthened himself, and % slew, all his bre- 
thren with the sword.y Being advanced to the throne, his. 
first business was to make himself so strong, that he might 
be able without danger to murder all his brethren. "Which 
he did; that neither they nor their posterity might ever pre- 
tend to the crown. Perhaps they were inclined to, the true 
religion, and therefore he made them away; lest they should 
oppose him, .when he went about to alter it, and bring in 
the old idolatry. 

And divers also, of the princes of Israel] Several of the 
most eminent persons in the country: such as the judges, 
established by Jehoshaphat in Jerusalem, and in the coun- 
try; lest they should revenge.. the death of his brethren. 
(See Grotius.) < if - 

Ver. 5. Jehoram was thirty, and two years old when he be- 
gan to reign ; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 

Ver. 6. And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, 
like as did the house of Ahab; for he had the daughter of 
Ahab to wife: and he wrought that which was evil in the 
eyes of the Lord.] These two verses are the very same with 
2 Kings viii. 17, 18. where sec what I have noted. 

Ver. 7. Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of 
David, because of the covenant that he had made with Da- 
vid, and as he promised to give a light to him and to his sons 
for ever. - ' * > • 2 >, < ' « 

f Ver. 8. In his days the Edomites revolted from under the 
dominion of Judah, and made themselves, a king. 

Ver. 9. TJien Jehoram went forth with his princes, and 
all his chariots with him: and he rose up by night, and smote 
the Edomites which compassed him in, and the captains of 
the chariots. 

Ver. 10., So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of 
Judah unto this day. The same time also did Libnah re- 
volt from under his hand; because he had forsaken thejLord 
God of his fathers.] There is little difference between these 
four verses, and what we read in 2 Kings viii.. 19 — 22, I 
shall only note here, that this was the first punishment 
God inflicted on him for his sin, in not following his good 
father, but turning unto idols. 

Ver. 11. Moreover, he made high places in the mountains 
of Judah.] For the worship of strange ^gods. 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



628 



A COMMENTARY UPON 



[chap. xxr. 



And caused the inhabitants of Jerusalem to commit forni- 
cation, and compelled Judah thereto.'] He not only gave 
them a bad example, and enticed them to idolatry; but by 
thrcatcnings and compulsions ho endeavoured to constrain 
them to conform to his example. 

Vcr. 12. And there came a ivriting from Elijah the pro- 
phet.] It is certain Elijah was taken up into heaven in the 
time of Jehoshaphat: therefore Josephus and the LXX. 
imagine (as Grotius observes), that from thence he sent a 
letter. Which is no more wonderful, than that Judas 
Maccabaeus should sec in a Divine dream Onias and Jere- 
miah praying for the people ; (2 Maccab. xv.) so that the 
meaning may be, that Elisha saw Elijah appear to him, and 
bid him write these words and send them to Jehoram. But 
bur Dr. Lightfoot is of opinion, that it is not meant of that 
Elijah, who was carried up to heaven, but of another of his 
name, who sent this letter. His reason is, because he is 
always called Elijah the Tishbite, and never Elijah the 
prophet. (See him upon Luke i. 17.) But in this, I think, 
he is singular; and it is not true, that he is always called 
the Tishbite : but sometimes simply Elijah; and in 1 Kings 
xix. 16. God calls him prophet. Therefore Kimchi seems 
to me to have given the most natural and plainest sense of 
these words, in his commentary on this place : That Elijah 
foreseeing, by the spirit of prophecy, before he went to 
heaven, the wickedness of Jehoram, spake these words to 
one of the prophets, and charged him to put them down in 
writing, and send them in a letter to Jehoram, when ho 
grew so impious as is here related ; and let him know, that 
Elijah commanded this writing to be delivered to him: 
that so Jehoram being affected with it, as if it had been 
sent from heaven, might be moved to repent of the evil he 
had done. And indeed this passage will bear this sense, if 
we take the words from Elijah not to relate to the first 
words there came, but to the immediately precedent, a 
writing. He did not send a writing, but it was sent as his 
writing. For there is nothing in the words to intimate that 
this was written after his death, but delivered after his 
death : so that it might have been written (for any thing 
that appears to the contrary) by Elijah himself, before he 
was taken up into heaven. 

Saying, Thus saith the Lord God of thy father David.] 
He seems to upbraid him with his degeneracy from so pious 
an ancestor as David was, from whom he descended. 

Because thou hast not walkedin the ways of Jehoshaphat 
thy father, nor in the ways of Asa king of Judah.] His sin 
was the greater, because both his father and his grand- 
father had left him an excellent example. 

Ver. 13. But hast walked in the ways of the- kings of 
Israel, and hast made Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of the house of 
Ahab.] He was not only an idolater himself, not only by 
his example corrupted others, but used his authority to 
draw, or rather to force them into idolatrous worship, and 
that of the very worst sort. 

And also hast slain thy brethren of thy father's house, 
which were better than thyself] This seems to signify that 
they were pious persons, who abhorred idolatry: and there- 
fore his sin was the more heinous in cutting them oft', pro- 
ceeding from enmity to God as woll as to them. 

Ver. 14. Behold, with a great plague will the Lord smite 
thy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy 



goods.] There was no calamity that could be thought of (as 
Vict. Strigelius observes) which did not befall this wicked 
prince : whose kingdom was destroyed and depopulated by 
the fiercest nations ; his treasures ransacked ; his wives 
carried into captivity; his children slain; and he himself 
laboured under a sore disease for two years; and when he 
was dead had not the honour of royal sepulture, such as 
his ancestors had. All which calamities were threatened 
in the writing sent him in the name of Elijah, that ho might 
not think they came by chance, but by the special direc- 
tion of Almighty God, as a punishment for his wickedness. 
But why should his people suffer, who are threatened in 
the first place to be plagued? the reason was, because 
their base fear made them comply with him in his idolatry; 
and besides, he was punished by the loss of them. 

Ver. 15. And thou shalt have great sickness by disease of 
thy bowels.] A dysentery miserably tormented him. 

Till thy bowels fall out.] For what should he do with 
bowels, who had no pity and compassion on his own 
brethren ? 

By reason of the sickness day by day.] For two years, as 
it is interpreted ver. 19. For days sometimes signifies a 
year : and in the Hebrew the words are days upon days, 
that is, one year after another. 

* Ver. 16. Moreover, the Lord stirred up against Jehoram 
the spirit of the Philistines.] Who invaded him on the west 
side of his kingdom, as the Arabians did on the east side : 
who stood in such awe of his father, that they brought him 
presents, (chap. xvii. 11.) • 

And of the Arabians, that were near to the Ethiopians. ]It 
should be translated, that were near to the Cushites. A 
people inhabiting the inmost part of Arabia, not far from 
Nabathea and Negid, which was then called Cush, in the 
confines of the territories of Babylon, which was the an- 
cient Cush : by which name Arabia, or some part of it, is 
to be -understood in many places. (See xiv. 9. 2 Kings 
xix. 9.) Whence the topaz of Cush must be understood of 
the topaz of Arabia, not of Ethiopia. In which country 
there are no precious stones, as Ludolphus was assured by 
a priest of Ethiopia, and is confirmed by our merchants. 
(See Dr. Hyde, in his late book de Relig. Veterum Persa- 
rum, cap. 1. p. 37. and my annotations on the place above- 
mentioned.) 

The Hebrew phrase aljad (at hand) is well translated 
near. by us, for so it signifies plainly in other places. And 
Forsterus, perhaps, hath rightly observed,' that the bounds 
and limits of countries were called jad (i. e. a hand), be- 
cause a hand was there placed, to denote that there was 
the end of the territory, which reached no farther. 

Ver. 17. And they came up into Judah, and brake into it.] 
For his soldiers were not able to defend it from this irrup- 
tion on both sides. 

And carried away all the substance that was found in the 
king's house, and his sons also.] Whom they slew, chap, 
xxii. 1. 

And his ivives.] All except Athaliah : who hid herself, 
it is likely, in some secret place, with her youngest son. 

So that there was never a son left him, save Jehoahaz, the 

youngest of his sons.] Who is also called Ahaziah, chap. 

xxii. 1 . and by the interposition of one letter Azariah, ver. 6. 

* Ver. 18. And after all this the Lord smote him in his 

bowels with an inctirable disease.] He lived to see all those 
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calamities, which the prophet threatened, come upon him: 
and then the Word of the Lord, saith the Targuin, smote 
him with a disease, for which there was no remedy. 

Ver. 19. And it came to pass, in process of time, after the 
end of two years, Jiis bowels fell out by reason of his sickness : 
so he died of sore diseases.] The last words seem to import, 
that there was a complication of other diseases, together 
with his dysentery : all which were very grievous, and a 
suitable punishment to his horrid wickedness. 
/ And his people made no burning for him like the burning 
of his fathers.'] See upon chap. xvi. 14. - 

Ver. 20. TJiirty and two years old was he when he began 
to reign ; and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and de- 
parted without being desired.] Some think the meaning is, 
he was weary of his life, being so full of pain, as to desire 
to die, rather than live in such misery. But the most na- 
tural sense is, that his people did not wish he should live 
any longer, but were glad his reign was so short: as ap- 
peared by. their contempt of him, in making no burning for. 
him, nor burying him in the sepulchre of the kings, as it 
here follows. 

Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not in 
the sepulchres of the kings.] They shewed some respect to 
him, but not such as expressed any esteem for him. 



CHAP. XXII. 

Ver. 1. Jx.ND the inhabitants of Jerusalem made Ahaziah i 
his youngest son king in his stead.] They declared him 
king, and set him on his father's throne: but tho kingdom 
was his of right, without the suffrage of the people. 
- For.theband of men that came with the Arabians to the 
camp.] Mentioned in the foregoing chapter, ver. 16. 

Had slain all the eldest. So Ahaziah the son of Jehoram 
king ofJudah reigned.] This band of men came up with 
the Arabians, but, it seems, acted by themselves; and 
killed those in cold blood, whom the Arabians had carried 
captive, (chap. xxi. 17.) 

Ver. 2. Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he 
began to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem.] Many 
ways there are to reconcile this with 2 Kings viii. 2G. where 
it is said he was two-and-twenty years old when he began 
to reign. (See my annotations on that place.) The shortest 
and plainest way is to acknowledge an error in the copyist 
or transcriber: for some Greek copies have here twenty- 
two years old ; and so it is in the Syriac and Arabic trans- 
lations : and our great primate Usher found it so, in a copy 
which he procured, at great charge, from that of the patri- 
arch of Antioeh. Piscator also acknowledges, there is no 
other way, that he knew, to solve this doubt. 

His mother's name also was Athaliah, the daughter of 
Omri.] His grand-daughter, for she was Ahab's daughter, 
(chap. xxi. 6. and see 2 Kings viii. 26.) 

Ver. 3. He also walked in the ways of the house ofAhab: 
for his mother was his counsellor to do wickedly.] She had 
the greater power of him, because she had saved him, to- 
gether with herself, when the other wives and children of 
Jehoram were carried away captive. And she is said to 
have advised him to do wickedly, because she led him into 
a worse idolatry than that of Jeroboam's. Which is called 
the way of the house ofAhab; not because they were the 

yol. n. 



first inventors of it, but the chief establishers of it in these 
parts. It did not consist merely in the worship of God by 
an image, which was the way of Jeroboam, but in the wor- 
ship of other gods beside the God of Israel : viz. Baal- 
gods, or Baalim. Supposing, either by these to have easier 
access to ^ the sovereign God the Lord of hosts; or that 
these they might resort unto at all times, and for all mat- 
ters, as being nearer at hand, and not of so high a dignity. 
Whereas Jehovah, the God of Israel, Most High, either 
managed not smaller matters, or might not be troubled with* 
them. For such was the conceit of the heathen, that the 
souls of great men after death had the honour to be agents 
between the supreme God and men, as being of a middle 
nature between them; which the Greeks called demons, 
and the Scriptures call Baalim. (Sec Mr. Mede, booki. 
discourse xliii. 243.) 

Ver; 4. Wlierefore he did evil in the sight of the Lord, like • 
the house of Ahab; for they were his counsellors, after the 
death of his father, to his destruction.] His father was so 
bad, that there was no need any other should endeavour to t 
seduce him, while he lived : but when he was dead, his 
mother's kindred thought it necessary to confirm him in his • 
idolatry. 

Ver. 5. He walked also after their counsel.] In other 
matters as well as in religion. , 

And went with Jehoram the son ofAhab king of Israel, 
to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-Gilead: 
and the Syrians smote Joram.] Though he would not imi- 
tate his grandfather in that which was good in him, yet 
he followed his bad example ; in joining with Ahab's son, 
as Jehoshaphat had with Ahab, in the like war. 

Ver. 6. And he returned to be healed in Jezreel, because 
of the wounds which were given him at Ramah, when he 
fought with Hazael king of Syria. And Azariah the son of 
Jehoram king ofJudah went down to see Jehoram the son 
ofAhab at Jezreel, because he was sick.] These two verses 
have been explained in 2 Kings viii. 28, 29. 

Ver. 7. And the destruction of Ahaziah was of God, by 
coming to Joram: for, when he was come, he went out with 
Jehoram against Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the Lord 
had anointed to cut off the house ofAhab.] See how this* 
was done in 2 Kings ix. 21. 27. and what I have noted 
there. . * 

Ver. 8. And it came to pass, that when Jehu was execut- 
ing judgment upon the house ofAhab, and found the princes • 
of Judah, and the sons of the brethren of Ahaziah, that 
ministered to Ahaziah, he slew them.] As they were going 
to Samaria. (See 2 Kings x. 13, 14.) 

Ver. 9. And he sought Ahaziah: and they caught him 
(for he was hid in Samaria), and brought him to Jehu; and 
when they had slain him, they buried him: because (said 
they) he is the son of Jehoshapliat, who sought the Lord 
with all his heart. So the house of Ahaziah had no power 
to keep still the kingdom.] The story of his death is related 
here a little more particularly than in the book of the Kings. 
(See what I have noted there concerning the whole, 2 Kings 
ix. 27, 28.) }>.v : 

Ver. 10. But when Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, sato. 
that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed- 
royal of the house ofJudah.] See 2 Kings xi. 1." 

Ver. 11. But Jehoshabeath, the daughter qfthe king.] i.e, 
Of the former king, Jehoram, 
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Took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and stole him from 
among the king's sons that tvere slain, and put him and his 
nnrse in a bedcltamber.] See concerning this my annota- 
tions upon 2 Kings xi. 2. 

So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of king Jehoram, the wife 
ofJehoiada the priest (for site was the sister of Ahaziah), 
hid him from Athaliah, so that she slew him not J] She was 
the sister of Ahaziah by the father's side, though not by 
the mother's: for Jehoram had many 'wives, as we read in 
the foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 12. And he was with them hid in the house of God 
six years: and Athaliah reigned over the land.] See in the 
place abovenamed what I have noted about the place 
wherein ho was hid in the house of God: which the 
Targum here fancies was in the very holy of holies; into 
which none but the high-priest might enter, and that but 
once a year. But if this 'should 'pass for truth, we must 
not understand it of the most holy place itself, but of some" 
chamber over it; as Beckius there observes, which will not 
justify this exposition; for, as I have observed before, 
there was no entrance into the room over it; nor is there 
any ground to think there was any building over it.. 



CHAR XXIII. 

Ver, 1. JjLND in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened 
himself and took the captains of hundreds, Azariah the son 
of Jerohdm,'ahd Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, and Azariah 
the son of Obed, and Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Eli- 
shaphat the son ofZichri, into covenant with him.] It is not 
to be supposed that he took all the captains of hundreds 
that were in the nation into confederacy with him: but 
Such whom lie could depend upon, whose names arc here 
mentioned. 

. Ver. 2., And they went abotit in Judah, and gathered the 
Levites out of all the cities of Judah.] These captains went 
about, and communicated the design to the Levites, as 
men that might be trusted with it. 

And the chief of the fathers of Israel.] Some of which 
wore under the government 'of the king of Judah; and 
others, perhaps, were known to be. well afFected to religion, 
and so were invited to give their assistance. Butitis.most 
likely that Judah is here called Israel (as in several other 
places), the principal men of authority of which were ac- 
quainted with Jehoiada's intentions. 

And they came to Jerusalem.] To settle their resolution 
with Jehoiada. 

Ver. 3. And all the congregation made a covenant with 
the king in the house of God. And he said unto them, Be- 
hold, the king's son shall reign, as the Lord hath said of 
the sons of David.] When all the forenamed persons were 
assembled at the temple, the young king was produced, 
and they all swore to be faithful to him. See 2 Kings xi. 4. 
where, in the following verses, most of this chapter hath 
been explained already. 

Ver. 4. This is the thing that ye shall do; A third part 
of you entering on the sabbath, of the priests and of the Le- 
vites, shall be porters of the doors. 

Ver. 5. And a third part shall be at the king's house; and 
a third part at the gate of the foundation: and all the 
people shall be in the courts of the house of the Lord.] Sec 
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2 Kings xi. 5—7. where this is delivered a little more 
largely. ■ ; 

Ver. 6. But let none come into the house of the Lord, 
save the priests, and they tliat minister of the Levites.] Who 
were thezi in waiting in their course. 

They shall go in, for they are holy.] They were conse- 
crated to the service of God, and were bound to attend 
there. 

But all the people sJuitt keep the watch of the Lord.'} 
That is, of the house of the Lord, as was said before, 
ver. 5. 

Ver. 7, And the Levites shall compass the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whoso- 
ever else cometh into the house, he shall be put to death: but 
be you with the king when he cometKin, andivhen he goeth 
out.] It appears by 2 Kings xi. 8. that part of the Levites 
were assigned to be the king's guard, which did not belong 
to their office (which was to guard the temple, and minister 
there); but upon this extraordinary occasion they were 
thus employed, as men upon whose fidelity Jehoiada 
might rely. 

Ver. 8. So the Levites, and all Judah, did according to all 
things that Jehoiada tlie priest had commanded, and took 
every man his men that were to come in on the sabbath, with 
them that were to go out on the sabbath : for Jehoiada the 
priest dismissed not the courses.] This is more distinctly set 
down in 2 Kings xi. 7. to which I refer the reader. 

Ver. 9. Moreover, Jehoiada the priest delivered to the 
captains of hundreds spears, and bucklers, and shields, that 
Jtad been king David's, which were in the house of God.] 
These seem to have been hung up as trophies in the house 
of God, after David's victories. (See there, ver, 10.) 

Ver. 10. And he set all the people (every man having his 
weapon in his hand) from the right side of the temple to the 
left side of the temple, along by the altar and the temple, by 
the king round about.] See there, ver. 11. . v 

Ver. 11. Then they brought otit the king's son, and put 
upon him the crown, and gave him the testimony, and made 
him king : and Jehoiada and his sons anointed him.] The 
same is said in 2 Kings xi. 12. only one thing is here added, 
that* he was anointed by Jehoiada and his sons. Among 
whom Zacharias was one, whom the king most basely re- 
quited. .The Targum here hath a long fable, that this w T as 
the crown taken from the head of the king of Ammon, 
wherein was a magnet, &c. 

And said, God save the king.] They said this, with clap- 
ping their hands, as we read in the book of the Kings. 

Ver. 12. Now, when Athaliah heard the noise of the peo- 
ple running and praising the king, she came to the people 
into the house of the Lord.] They ran from place to place 
proclaiming the king, and praising God, for setting him 
upon the throne. This is more briefly related in 2 Kings 

xi. 13. ' , 

Ver. 13. And she looked, and, behold, the king stood at his 
pillar, at the entering in, and the princes and the trumpets 
by the king: and all the pebple of the land rejoiced, and 
sounded with trumpets; also the singers with instruments of 
music, and such as taught to sing praise. Then Athaliah 
rent her clothes, and said, Treason, treason!] In this verse 
something is added concerning their expressions of joy> 
with instruments of music, &c. otherwise it is the same 
with 2 Kings xi. 14. 
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Ver. 14. ThenJehoiada the priest brought out the captains 
of hundreds that were set over theJiost, and said unto them, 
Have her forth of the ranges; and whoso followeth her] let 
him be slain with the sword* For the priest said, Slay her 
not in the house of the Lord.'] See 2 Kings xi. 15. where this 
is expressed more plainly. 

Ver. 15. So they laid hands on'her: and when she was 
come to the entering of the horse-gate, by the king's house, 
tliey slew her there.] See 2 Kings xi. 16. For no doubt an 
usurper may be slain, by those who have the supreme 
power and authority : whether it be in the king, or the se- 
riate, or the people, as Grotius speaks. To which he adds, 
the tutors of young kings who are their pupils, such as 
Jehoiada, lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 4. sect 8. 
where he very wisely subjoins, that he cannot. allow any 
private man to have a right to kill an usurper, sect. 19. 
Such a one Athaliah was, for she had no right to reign, but 
invaded the throne, by a tyrannical force, as Schickard 
calls it, (cap. 1. Theor. 3. de Jure Regio.) • - 

Ver. 16. And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, and 
between all the people, and between the king, that they should 
be the Lord's people.] I have explained this : in 2 Kings xi. 
17. where it is expressly said this covenant was made be- 
tween the Lord, and the people, and the king. (See there.) 
Unto which I may here add, that there is no such difference 
between these two verses as may be imagined. For Jehoiada 
the priest sustaining the person of God, the covenant was 
made with God, not with Jehoiada, who only represented 
God, to whom they promised obedience, 

Ver. 17. Then all the people went to the house of Baal, 
and brake it down, and brake his altars and his images in 
pieces, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars.] 
See 2 Kings xi. 18. 

* Ver. 18. Also Jehoiada appointed the offices of the house 
of the Lord by the hand of the priests the. Levites, whom Da- 
vid had distributed in the house of the Lord, to offer the 
burnt-offerings of the Lord, as it is written in the law of 
Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was ordained 
by David.] What is set down briefly, at the end of that 
eighteenth verse, that the priest appointed officers' over the 
house of the Lord, is here set down more largely in this 
verse, and in the next. The first words of which sound 
thus in the Hebrew, he put the offices, the offices of the house of 
the Lord, in the hand of the priests and Levites. Who, per- 
haps, had been put out of their 'offices by the former wicked 
kings, or by Athaliah, and now were restored by Jehoiada, 
according to the regulation made by David. 

Ver. 19. And he set the porters at the gates of the house 
of the Lord, that none which was tmclean in any thing 
should enter therein.] These also had been constituted by 
David. (See 1 Chron. xxvi. 1, &c.) For there is no earthly 
king, as Maimonides observes, whose palace is not encom- 
passed with strong guards: and therefore much more fit 
was it that the dwelling-place of God, the King of kings, 
should be surrounded by his ministers, priests, and Levites, 
who should carefully watch that nothing did pollute it. 

Ver, 20. And he took the captains of hundreds, and the 
nobles, and the governors of the people, and all the people of 
the land, and brought down the king from the house of the 
Lord: and they came through the high gate into the Icing's 
house, and set the king upon the throne of the kingdom.] He 
would have those who had begun this work see it accom- 



plished: and therefore they all accompanied the Jung from 
the temple to his palace, and saw him set on the throne of 
his father, (see 2. Kings xi. 19.) whereby he took, posses- 
sion of the kingdom, to which he had been anointed in the 
temple. .. - . t ^ a . • 

Ver. 21. And all the people of the land rejoiced: and the 
city was quiet, after that they had slain Athaliah with the 
sword.] See this' explained in 2 Kings xi. 20. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

J' . . , .? v . , S; :\ ^i> 

OASH was seven years old when he began to 

reign; and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem: his mother's 

name also was Zibiah of Beer-sheba. , . . . ,, 

Ver. 2. And Joash did that which was right in the sight 
of the Lord all the days of Jehoiada the priest*] These two 
verses arc the same with those 2 Kings xii. 1, 2.,. 

Ver. 3. And Jehoiada took for him two wives ; and he 
begat sons and daughters.] He did not take these two wives 
for the king, but for himself: which was contrary to the 
constant tradition of the Jews, thatthe high-priest was to 
be so pure as to have but one wife at a time : which they 
endeavour to prove by Scripture, from Lev. xxi. 13, 14. 
The Gemara Babylonica reports this, and Maimonides 
asserts/it, (see • Braunius in his.Selecta Sacra, lib. iii. 
cap. 2.) Therefore Jehoiada. is supposed to have had 
two wives before he .was high-priest; or .rather, one being 
dead, he took another. Or, as the Talmudis.ts' will have 
it, aftqr he had divorced one- he married another, as Mr. 
Selden observes, lib. iii; Uxor. Hebr. cap* J9. But, after 
all, it is not certain that Jehoiada was high-priest, for he is 
everywhere called Jehoiada the priest; and but once only 
(ver. G.) the chief: which' doth not necessarily imply that 
he was! the high-priest, but only a great man, because of 
his relation to the royal family ; or because he was the chief 
head of one of the twenty-four families of the priests. But 
he seems to .be distinguished from the high-priest, in 
2 Kings xii. 9, 10. and is not mentioned either in Ezra vii. 
or 1 Chron. vi. 

Ver. 4. And it came to. pass after this, that Joash ivas 
minded to repair the house of the Lord.], As is related some-? 
thing more particularly in 2 Kings xii. 4, &c.' 

Ver. 5. And he gathered together the priests and the 
Levites, and said unto them, Go out unto the cities ofJudah, 
and gather of all Israel money to repair the house of your 
God from year to year.] That something might be done 
every year, till the temple was put into good repair. .What 
money this was that they were, to collect, we are informed 
2 Kings xii. 4* \ , . .! 

And see that ye hasten the matter: howbeit the Levites 
hastened it not.] Things were in so bad a condition, that it 
required the work should be begun with speed: yet. such 
was the negligence of the Levites, and .the backwardness, 
perhaps, of the people to part with their money, that in the 
twenty-third of this king's reign nothing was done, as we 
are informed in 2 Kings xii. 6. 

Ver. 6. And the king called for Jehoiada ilve chief, and 
said unto him, Wliy hast thou not required of the Levites to 
bring in out ofJudah, and out of Jerusalem, the collection, 
according to the commandment of Moses, the servant of the 
Lord, and of the congregation of Israel, for the tabernacle 
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of witness?] Such oblations as were freely made in Moses's 
timo for the building of the tabernacle. (See Exod. xxxv. 
5.) There was also, beside this voluntary oblation, a tax 
set upon them. (See Exod. xxx. 12, 13.) It is called the 
tabernacle oftvitness, because hero were kept the two tables 
in the ark, which witnessed the covenant between God and 
them. (See upon Exod. xxv. 1G.) 

Vcr. 7. For the sons ofAthaliah, that wicked tvoman, had 
broken up the house of God.] That is, Ahaziah, and the 
sons of his brethren, mentioned chap. xxii. 8. For his bre- 
thren themselves were carried captive before their father 
died : (chap. xxi. 17.) or, as Abarbinel expounds it, she 
being a tuicked woman, played the whore with another 
man, by whom she had several bastards, who committed 
this impiety: therefore they are called the sons of Atha- 
liah, their father being unknown. 

And also all the dedicated things of the house of the Lord.] 
Which should have been employed in the reparation of it. 

Did they bestow upon Baalim.] Gave them either to 
adorn the temples of those false gods, or to promote their 
worship. 

Ver. 8. And at the king's commandment they made a chest , 
and set it tvithout at the gate of the house of the Lord.] This 
is more largely related in 2 Kings xii. 9. (See there.) 

*Vcr. 9. And they made a proclamation through Judah 
and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord the collection that 
Moses, the servant of God, laid upon Israel in the wilder- 
ness.] One like to that, according as every man should 
freely offer. 

Ver. 10. And all the princes, and all the people rejoiced, 
and brought in, and cast into the chest J] The great men set 
so good an example to the people, that they cheerfully 
joined with them in this good work. 

Until they had made an end.] Till every body had given 
something, or all that had a mind had offered, and they saw 
no more would be given: or, till the temple was repaired, 
and the work finished. 

Ver. 11. Now it came to pass, that at what time tlte chest 
wai brought unto the king's office by the hand of the Levites.] 
Who brought it from the gate of the house of the Lord, 
(ver. 8.) that the king's officers might examine what the 
contribution amounted unto. . 

And when they saw that there was much money, the king's 
scribe and the high-priest's officer came and emptied the 
chest, and took it, and carried it to his place again.'} By 
the hands of the Levites, who brought it thither. . 

Tims they did day by day, and gathered money in abun- 
dance.] This is related a little more largely than in 2 Kings 
xii. 10. (See what I have noted there.) 

Ver. 12. And the king and Jehoiada gave it to such as did 
the work of the semice of the house of the Lord, and hired 
masons and carpenters to repair the house of the Lord, and 
also such as wrought iron and brass to mend the house of 
the Lord.] See 2 Kings xii. 11—13, &c. where this is more 
distinctly related. Only here we are told who put the 
money into the hands of thoso that were to oversee the 
work, viz. the king and Jehoiada, which is not there 
mentioned. 

Ver. 13. So the workmen wrmight, and the work tuasper- 
fected by them, and they set the house of God in his state, 
and strengthened it.] For the men were so honest, that there 
was no time spent in calling them to an account, how 



they laid out the money: whici they did very faithfully, 
(2 Kings xii. 15.) 

Vcr. 14. And tvhen they had finished it, they brought the 
rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada, whereof were 
made vessels for the house of the Lord, even vessels to mi- 
nister, and to offer withal, and spoons, and vessels of gold 
and silver: and they offered burnt-offerings in the house of 
the Lord continually all the days of Jehoiada.] It is likely 
Athaliah and her wicked sons had embezzled the holy ves- 
sels, and employed them to the service of Baalim. But till 
the temple was completely repaired, none of the money 
was converted to this other pious use, of purchasing ves- 
sels for the sanctuary, as wc are distinctly told in 2 Kings 
xii. 13. 

Ver. 15. But Jehoiada tuaxed old, and was full of days 
when he died; a hundred and thirty years old was he when 
he died.} He seems to have lived long after this work was 
finished, being well stricken in years when he undertook it. 
Many such examples of long-lived men are collected by pri- 
mate Usher, in his Chronologia Sacra, par. i. cap. 12. p. 70. 

Ver. 16. And they buried him in the city of David among 
the kings.] This shews a good -disposition in the king and 
the people at this time, though they soon changed after he 
was dead and buried. 

Because he had done good in Israel.] The good he had 
done was in Judah, which is often in this history called Is- 
rael: because they were the principal tribe among the Is- 
raelites, and were, indeed, the true Israel of God, while they 
continued to worship him sincerely. 

Both towards God, and towards his hoiise.] He had been 
an instrument in restoring the Divine worship, which now 
they weTe* sensible was a great blessing : and in repairing 
the decays which were in the temple, and furnishing it with 
vessels for the Divine service. 

- Vcr. 17. Now after thedeath of Jehoiada.] In his lifetime 
they durst not attempt'this, for though he was old and 
feeble he retained great authority. 

Came the princes of Judah, and made obeisance to the 
king.] Some of the great men, who in their hearts continued 
Baalites, desired to be admitted into the king's presence, 
and made their addresses with great reverence, pretending 
the greatest devotion to his service. And so falling into 
discourse with him concerning the state of religion, and 
other affairs, desired, at last, they might have leave to wor- 
ship Baal; which Jehoiada had destroyed. 

Tlien the king hearkened unto them.] To this dangerous 
discourse he listened and consented to them: for fair words 
and flatteries easily deceive princes, as Grotius here ob- 
serves : and they w T anted not specious reasons to persuade 
the king not to be so strict, as to permit no god to be wor- 
shipped but only one. Some of the Jews 'fancy, that they 
flattered him with a conceit, that he himself was worthy of 
Divine honour, being wonderfully preserved six years in 
the house of God; as the people flattered Herod after his 
oration, saying, It is the voice of a god, not of a man. 

Ver. 18. And they left the house of the Lord God of their 
fathers, and served groves and idols.] Though at the first, it 
is likely, these great men only worshipped Baal themselves: 
yet they had their emissaries who persuaded the people to 
join with them. So that the house of God was deserted, 
and they worshipped idols in the groves. 

And wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem for this their 
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trespass.'] Which God punished by the hand of Hazael king 
of Syria. (See 2 Kings xii. 17, 38.) 

Ver. 19. Yet he sent prophets to them, to bring them back 
again unto the Lord; and they testified against them: but 
they would not give ear.] God's goodness was wonderful in 
sending his messengers to reduce such a base people: 
whose wickedness was no less wonderful, in that they 
hearkened to the great men among them rather than to the 
prophets of Almighty God. 

Ver. 20. And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the 
son ofJehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and 
said unto them.] He had a Divine motion to speak publicly 
to. the people and reprove them; which that he might do 
and be heard of all, ho got up into a high place where 
they might all both see and hear him. L'Empereur, in his 
Annotations upon Codex Middoth, p. 80. thinks, he got up 
into some desk or pulpit in the court of the priests. 

Huts saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of 
the Lord, that ye cannot prosper ? because ye have forsaken 
the Lord, he hath also forsaken youJ] This he spake with 
great vehemence, and, it is likely, enlarged upon this sub- 
ject so long, that it raised their indignation. It is very re- 
markable, that though he spake by the spirit of prophecy, 
yet he only applied the general prediction of Moses, Deut. 
xxxi. 1G. unto the present time: that they might all learn 
to have a greater regard to Moses, and continually medi- 
tate in his law; unto which if they had attended, they 
would have easily discerned who were true prophets and 
who were false. 

Ver. 21. And they conspired against him, and stoned him 
with stones at the commandment of the king.] Who, it is 
likely, was present when he reproved them; or, being told 
what he said, sent an order to kill him. "Which shews their 
error, who think Joash was not an idolater himself, but 
only connived at the great men's idolatry, and gave them 
liberty to exercise it. Josephus rightly accuses him of 
this sin, of which if he had not been guilty, he would not 
sure have slain the Lord's prophet who reproved it. 

In the court of the house of the LordJ] This shews that 
they were there assembled ; of which he took the advantage 
to put them in mind of their duty: and, if we believe the 
Jews, it was upon the great day of expiation. For, as Bo- 
chartus observes, (Hierozoicon, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 1.) 
"Plcbeius furor nullos habet limites, maximc cum religi- 
onis velum illi obtenditur;" popular fury hath no bounds, 
especially ivhen the veil of religion is thrown over it. 

Ver. 22. Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness 
which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his 
son.] This sin, besides the contempt of God's prophet, and 
of the place where ho was murdered, had a horrid ingrati- 
tude in it: he being the son of him to whom the king owed 
his life and his kingdom. Who assisted his father at his 
unction, as some think, because it is said, chap.xxiii. 11. 
"Jehoiada and his sons anointed him." But if Jehoiada 
was high-priest, this son is not reckoned among the suc- 
cessors of Aaron in 1 Chron. vi. And therefore it is likely 
he was a younger son ofJehoiada: for if he had been his 
eldest, he would have had sufficient authority, without the 
spirit of prophecy, to reprove Joash for his idolatry: as 
Azariah resisted Uzziah when he would have usurped his 
office. Ludovicus Capellus theveforo thinks it probable, 
that his brother the high-priest conniving at Joash's apo- 



stacy, this younger brother was inspired by God to reprove 
it. Which boldness Joash and his courtiers thought they 
might punish with some colour, by alleging, that he was 
not moved by God to it, but by his juvenile heat and rash- 
ness, which they stirred up the people to chastise. (See 
Chronol. Sacra,. p. 285.) 

And when he died, he said, The Lord look upon it, arid 
require it.] And so he did, both by external wars (ver. 23.) 
and by a conspiracy against him, (ver. 25.) It is not to be 
thought, that he died with a spirit of revenge; but by the 
spirit of prophecy foretold God. would punish them for 
their hard usage of him. Thus the apostle, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
speaks of Alexander the coppersmith, who had greatly 
opposed him, " The Lord reward him according to. his 
work:" which may be understood as a sentence pronounced 
against him. 

The Jews tell a strange story- in the Gemara Sanhedrin, 
cap. 11. how Nebuzar-adan, when he burnt the temple, saw 
blood bubbling up in a certain place; and inquiring into 
the matter, he understood, that a priest and prophet of the 
Lord had been slain there, because he foretold their de- - 
struction. Whereupon he killed all the doctors of the law, 
but still the- blood was not at rest : then all the scholars in 
their schools, but still it was not quiet: then all the priests/ 
and at last many thousands of the people, but still it con- 
tinued to bubble. So that he said, Zechariah; Zechariah/ 
wouldest thou have me to destroy all the nation? and then 
it rested, (sect. 24.) In other books they say, there were 
seven transgressions upon this day, in which they killed a 
priest, a prophet, a judge, shed innocent blood, polluted 
the court of the Lord's house, and the sabbath, and the day 
of expiation. 

Ver. 23. And it came to pass,at the end of the year, that 
the host of Syria came up against him.] God was very 
speedy in punishing this, and the rest of the wickedness 
they had committed. 

And they came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed 
all the princes of the people from among the people.] Who 
had advised king Joash to restore the worship of Baal. 
This was a distinct war from that mentioned 2 Kings xii. 
17, 18. Here Hazael is not said to have come up, but only 
his army, and that a small party. There it is not said, he 
took Jerusalem; but here he destroyed all the princes. 
There it is said, Joash diverted Hazael from him by pre- 
sents; here, that they spoiled the city, and sent the prey to 
Syria. We are therefore thus to understand the whole : that 
when they did evil in the sight of the Lord, he sent Hazael 
to afflict them, who, we read in the book of Kings, took 
Gath, and set his face, as if he meant to set upon Jeru- 
salem : whereupon Joash took the hallowed things, and 
thereby procured his departure from them. But in the end 
of the year Zechariah being murdered, this other war be- 
gun, which is here related in this book. 

And sent all the spoil of them unto the king at Damascus.] 
.Who was not here at this invasion, but contented himself to 
send a few forces against Judah, as the next words tell us. 

Ver. 24. For the army of the Syrians came with a small 
company of men, and the Lord delivered a very great host 
into their hand.] This declared the punishment the more 
remarkably to proceed from the hand of God, who took 
away their courage, so that with a great host they could not 
resist a handful of their enemies. 
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because they had forsaken the Lord God of their fathers*] 
According to the prophecy of Zechariah, ver. 20. 

So they executed judgment against Joash.] They left him 
in a miserablo condition; for all punishments arc called 
judgments among .the Hebrews. 

Ver. 25. Andwhen they were departed from Mm (for -they 
left him in great diseases).'] Many think ho was sorely 
wounded in the battle; which brought him into great dis- 
eases. And they increased, it is likely, by the grief and 
anguish of his mind, to see his country ruined : and by the 
hatred and contempt into which he was fallen, which en- 
couraged his own servants (as it follows) to conspire 
against him. 

His oivn servants conspired against him for the blood bf 
the sons ofJehoiada the priest.] This doth not denoto he 
killed more of his sons than one ; but, according to the fre- 
quent use of this language, the plural number is put for the 
singular. • r>.i 

And slew him on his bed, and he died.] Perhaps they 
were of his bedchamber, and so could more easily com- 
pass their design. Howsoever, he was so weak and feeble 
that he could make no resistance, and was so little esteemed, 
that his guard minded not what became of him. .This bed 
was in his house of Millo, as we read 2 Kings xii. 21. 
which is said to be in the way to Silla : because there was 
another house of Millo, from which this is thus distin- 
guished. ' / >X >1 

And they buried him in the, city of David, but they buried 
him not in the sepulchres of the kings.] The same is said of 
Ahaz, xxviii. 27. Though the people could not punish 
wicked kings for their impieties while they lived; yet they 
set blots upon their memory when they were dead, as Gro- 
tius observes, lib. i. de Jure Belli et Pacis, cap. 3. sect. 16. 
Egregio temperamento, as he speaks, by a most admirable, 
temperament: wherewith the sacrcdness of the supreme 
power was preserved, and yet kings out of fear of future 
judgment were kept from altering religion. But it may be 
doubted whether this was done perpetually: for we find 
bad* kings builded themselves sepulchres, (2 Kings xxi. 
18. 26.) 

Ver. 26. And these are they that conspired against him; 
Zabad the son ofShimeath an Ammonitess, and Jehozabad 
the son of Shimrith a Moabitess.'] They were mongrel fel- 
lows, whose fathers were Jews, but their mothers aliens. 
For' so the manner of this impious peoplo was, to make 
marriages contrary to the law., 

Ver. 27. Now concerning his sons, and the greatness of the 
burdens laid upon him, and the repairing of the house of 
God, behold, they are written in the story of the book of the 
Kings.] Some by burdens understand the sore punishments 
God inflicted on him, called in Scripture the burden of the 
Lord : others, the great tribute laid upon him by the Sy- 
rians, which was a heavy burden, and a sore punish- 
ment 

And Amaziah his son reigned in his stead.] Though the 
father w r as not beloved, it did not hinder the succession of 
his son. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Ver. 1. jljLMAZIAHwos twenty and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Je- 



rusalem: and his mother's liamt teas Jehoaddan of Jerusa- 
lem.] See 2 Kings xiv. 1. 

Ver. 2. And he did that ivhich teas right in the sight of 
the Lord,* but not with et perfect heart.] He followed the 
right religion, and worshipped God aright, but not with such 
sincerity as David his father did, (2 Kings xiv. 3.) See 
Grotius upon xxvi. 4. where he observes, his son did in fact 
w T hat the law required ; but not with a solid piety. • 

Ver. 3. And it came to pass, when the kingdom tvas esta~ 
blished to him, that he slew his servants that had killed the 
king his father.] They seem to have been men of some 
power and interest in the court, whom he durst not meddle 
withal till he was well settled in his authority. (See 2 Kings 
xiv. 5.)* i a, i i 

Ver. 4. But he slew not their children: but did as it is 
written in the law in the book of Moses, where the Lord com- 
manded, saying, TJie fathers shall not die for the children, 
neither shall the children die for the fathers, but every man 
shall die for his own sin.] The very same is observed there, 
2 Kings xiv. 6. 

. Ver. 5. Moreover, Amaziah gathered Judah together, and 
made them captains over thousands, and captains over hun- 
dreds, according to the houses of their fathers, throughout 
all Judah and Benjamin;'] All that belonged to one family, 
he put under the command of one leader, whereby they 
became the more unanimous. 

And he numbered them from twenty years old and above, 
and found them three hundred thousand choice men, able to 
go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield.] Behold 
here, how their iniquities had diminished their numbers, 
since the days of Jehoshaphat (i.e. in the space of eighty- 
two years); for. this king could bring but three hundred 
thousand fighting men into tho field, and Jehoshaphat 
broughtnear four times as many. (Seeupon chap, xvii.w/f.) 
k Ver. 6. He hired also a hundred thousand mighty men 
of valour out of Israel for a hundred talents of silver.] In 
two things he shewed -his heart was not perfect with God: 
(as it is noted ver. 2.) for, first, he sinned in making a 
league, with the ten tribes, contrary to what the prophet 
Azariah'had declared, chap, xix.: and, secondly, he in- 
vited them to battle without any provocation ; whereas he 
should have done as the LoTd commanded, 1 Kings xii. 
24. and left them to end their quarrels among themselves ; 
only repelling them if they had invaded him, but no more. 
• Ver. 7. But there came a man of God to him, saying, O 
king, let not.-the army of Israel go with thee.] This was the 
prophet Amos, father of the prophet Isaiah, if we will be- 
lieve the Jews, particularly Kimchi upon this place: but 
this is a foolish tradition, built on a mistake that Amos 
the prophet was Isaiah's father. 

For the LoYd is not xvith Israel, to xvit, with all the. chiU 
dren of Ephraim.] In the Targum it is, TJie Word of the 
Lord will. not help Israel: who. had highly offended him by 
the idolatry which Jeroboam of the tribe of Ephraim in- 
troduced. 

Ver. 8.. But if thoutviltgo, do it, be strong for the bat- 
tle; God shall make thee fall before the enemy: for God 
hath power to help, and to cast down.] If he had a settled 
resolution not to desist, the prophet bade him go and try, 
whether with ih6 greatest power he could muster up he 
Should be able to prevail against the Lord, who could 
either help a few, or destroy a great many. 
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Ver. 9. And Amazidli said unto the mart of God, But 
what shall ice do for the hundred talents which I have given 
to the army of Israel?] That which stuck with him was, 
the money he was likely to lose; for they Would not re- 
turn that, if he dismissed them from his armyV 

And the man of God ansivered, Tlie Lord is able to give 
thee much more than thisJ] This objection was presently 
answered, if he would but obey. God, and trust-in his 
goodness, who was able to give his faithful servants more 
than that came to : and, as Grotius hot6s, he is rich 
enough who is impoverished for God's sake. 
4 Ver. 10. Then Amaziah separated them, to wit, the army 
tliat was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home again.'] 
This argued some goodness in him, though his heart was 
not perfect with God. 

Wherefore their anger was greatly kindled against Ju- 
dah,' and they returned home in great anger J] Because they 
looked npon them as ,erierriies of God, and durst not em- 
ploy them. St. Jerome thinks they carried idols along 
with them. ' ' * • * - > • •'» * * - 

Ver. 11. And Amaziah strengthened himself] With his 
own men only. • 

Arid led forth his people, and went to the valley of Salt, 
and smote of the children ofSeir.] Who dwelt in Mount Seir. 

Ten thousand.] See 2 Kings xiv. 7. where this story is 
told more briefly: for what follows in the next verse is 
there omitted. * J 

Ver. 12. And other ten thousand left alive did the chil- 
dren ofJudah carry away captive, and brought them unto 
the top of the rock, and cast them down from the top of 
the rock, that they were broken all in pieces.] This was 
a very ancient punishment among the Romans, as we 
learn from Livy, Plutarch, Dionysius Halicarnasseus, and 
others; and was used among other nations, as Mr. Selden 
shews, lib. i. de Synedriis, cap. 17. where he observes an 
illustrious example of this among the Israelites ; who 
threw Jezebel down upon the stones out of the windows, 
by the command of Jehu. 

Ver. 13. But the soldiers of the army, which Amaziah 
sent back, that they should not go with him to battle.] The 
men of Ephraim, whom the prophet forbade him to join 
withal; and were therefore sent home; 

Fell upon the cities of Judaic, from Samaria even unto 
Beth-horon.] They went away from Amaziah in a great 
rage, (ver. 10.) which instigated them to revenge the affront 
put upon them in this manner: taking hold of the fair op- 
portunity which presented itself, by his "war with Edom; 
which had drained his country of all the forces that should 
have opposed them. 

And smote three thousand of them, and took much spoilJ] 
Thus Amaziah was punished for having entered into a so- 
ciety with idolaters, though at the prophet's reproof he 
broke it off: and'God, it is not unlikely^ also suffered this 
calamity to fall upon him, because he used his victory 
over the Edomites with too much cruelty. 

Ver. 14. Now it came to pass, after that Amaziah ivas 
come from the slaughter of the Edomites, that he brought the 
gods of the children of Seir.] Which he should have burnt 
with fire*. 

And set them up to be his gods, and bowed down himself 
before them, and burned incense unto them.] A most pro- 
digious sottishness, as the prophet shews him in the next 



verse. Ahaz was wiser (though very wicked), who sacri- 
ficed to the gods of those people who had overcome him : 
hoping they might be persuaded to help him also, (xxviii. 
23.) Or, perhaps, Amaziah worshipped them for fear they 
should owe him a spite, and contrive some ' mischief 
against him, in revenge of what he had done against the 
Edomites. (See Dr. Jacksbn, in his book of the Original 
of Belief, -chap. 17. paVag. 5." 10.) 

«. -*Ver. 15. Wherefore the anger of the Lord was kindled 
against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a prophet^ which said 
unto him, Why hast thou sought after the gods of the people, 
which could not deliver their own people out of thine hand?] 
Nothing need be said, more to convince him of his mon- 
strous stupidity, of which no account could be given. Un- 
less we suppose them to have been such beautiful images, 
that he looked upon them till he fell in love with them, and 
doated upon them, so that he was bewitched into a sense- 
less idolatry. Fabius Maximus (as Strigelius here notes) 
was much wiser; who) having conquered Tarentum, and 
being asked what should be done with their gods, u Deos 
iratos Tarentinis relinqui jussit," bade them leave their gods 
that were angry with the Tarentines. For what vanity is 
it (as he adds) to hope for any safety from those that can- 
not preserve themselves? but such is the' madness of idol- 
aters, that it is reproved by sober heathens. ' 

Ver. 16. And H came to pass, as h€ talked with him, 
that the king said unto Mm, Art thou made of the king's 
counsel?] Yes, undoubtedly, for he was made so by God; 
and did nothing but what belonged to his ofiice, (Jer. i. 
10.) But Amaziah thought not of this; but scornfully 
asked him, who made him a counsellor of state? 

Forbear; why sliouldest thou be smitten?] He bids him 
meddle, no more in this matter," lest he should be pro- 
voked to deal with him as they did with Zechariah) 
(xxiv. 21;) 

Then, the prophet forbare, and said, I know that God 
hath determined to' destroy thee, because thou hast done 
this, and hast not hearkened unto my counsel.] He forbare 
to advise or reprove him any further, but only denounced 
the sentence God had passed upon him for this contempt 
of him, and his other sins: which came to pass, ver. 
20. 27. ,. . 

Ver. 17. Then Amaziah king ofJudah took advice.] Ho 
would not be advised by' the prophet, but consulted those 
that led him to his destruction. 

And sent to Joash the son ofJelioahaz, the son of Jehu king 
of Israel, saying, Come, let us see one another in the face.] 
He was advised, it seems, without first desiring satisfac- 
tion for the damage done him, (ver. 12.) in which perhaps 
Joash had no hand, to make war upon him, and provoke 
him 'to battle. (See 2 Kings xiv. 8, &c. where this and 
the following verses are explained.) 

Ver. 18. And Joash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king 
ofJudah, saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to 
the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying , Give thy daughter 
to my son to wife: and there passed by a ivild beast that 
was in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle. 

Ver. 19. Tliousayest, Lo, thou hast smitten the Edomites, 
and thine heart lifteth thee up to boast: abide now at home; 
whyshouldest thou meddle to thine hurt, that thoushoyldest 
fall, even thou and Judah with thee ?] See this explained 
there, 2 Kings xiv. 9, 10. • - r 
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Vcr. 20. But Amaziah would not hear; for it came of 
God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their ene- 
mies, because they sought after the gods of Edom.] God 
blinds the minds of those whom he intends to destroy for 
(heir sins. 

Vcr. 21. So Joash the king of Israel tvent up; and they 
saw one another in the face, both he and Amaziah king of 
Judah, at Beth-shemesh, which beloiiged to Judah.] For 
thero was another Bcth-shemcsh in the tribe of Naphtali, 
(Josh. xix. 38. Judg. i. 33.) 

Vcr. 22. And Judah was put to the worse before Israel, 
and they fled every man to his tent.'] These two verses are 
iu the same words, 2 Kings xiv. 11, 12. 

Vcr, 23. And Joash the king of Israel took Amaziah 
king of Judah, the son of Joash, the son of Jehoahaz, at 
Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem, and brake 
down the wall of Jerusalem, from the gate ofEphraim to the 
corner-gate, four hundred cubits.] See there, ver. 13. 

Vcr. 24. And he took all the gold and the silver, and all 
the vessels that were fomid in the house of God with Obed- 
Edom.] The Targum here explains it, that Obcd-Edom 
consecrated these vessels to God's service, when David 
brought the ark to his house ; and God blessed him for 
his care in looking after it. But Kimchi judges better, 
who takes Obed-Edom to have been set over theso trea- 
sures, in the custody of which his son succeeded him. 

And the treasures of the king's house, the hostages also, 
and returned to Samaria.] These hostages the Targum 
takes for the sons of the principal men of the city, with 
whom the generality of the Hebrew interpreters agree. So 
Jarchi; the children of Israel did not restore to Amaziah 
the kingdom of Judah, but upon* condition, that he should 
give him the children of great men for a security of his 
fidelity, and that he should not rebel against him hereafter. 

Ver. 25. And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah 
lived after the death of Joash, son of Jehoahaz king of Is- 
rael, fifteen years.] See upon 2 Kings xiv. 17. 

Vcr. 26. Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, first and 
last, behold, are they not written in the book of the Kings of 
Judah and Israel?] See there, vcr. 18. 

Ver. 27. Now after the time that Amaziah did turn away 
from following the Lord, they made a conspiracy against 
him in Jerusalem; and he fled to Lachish: but they sent to 
Lachish after him,- and slew him there.] He turned from 
God before the death of Joash; therefore this conspiracy 
was laid a great while before it was discovered; and then 
he fled to Lachish, where it took effect. Or, as Jacobus 
Capcllus conjectures (in his Hist. Sacra ct Exotica), the 
wars abroad put a stop to this sedition at home; but 
when they were over, and he returned homo, and had a 
son, then the conspiracy was renewed again, under the 
specious name of being guardians to the young prince, and 
taking better care of him than his father was likely to do. 

Ver. 28. And they brought him upon horses, and buried 
him with his fathers in the city of Judah.] That is, in the 
city pf David, as it is explained 1 Kings xiv. 20. 



CHAP. XXVI. 

Ver. 1. 1 IiqN all tfye people of Judah took Uzziah.] 
Who was called also Azariah, 2 Kings xiv. 21. xv. 1. 
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Wlio was sixteen years old, and made him king in the 
room of his father Amaziah.] They made him king when he 
was sixteen years old ; for his father left him an infant of 
four years old : so that there was an interregnum of tw r clvc 
years; the kingdom being administered by a viceroy, or 
by the high-priest and the elders. (See Ludovicus Capel- 
lus, in his Chronologia Sacra, p. 182.) 

Ver. 2. He built Eloth, and restored it to Judah, after 
that the king slept with his fathers.] He repaired it, after 
he had retaken it from the Israelites : this being, I suppose, 
ono of the cities, that the soldiers, whom his father Ama- 
ziah dismissed, had taken, (2 Kings xiv. 22.) and which, 
while he lived, he could not recover. 

Ver. 3. Sixteen years old was Uzziah when he began to 
reign; and lie reigned fifty and two years in Jerusalem: his 
mother's name also was Jecoliah of Jerusalem. 

Vcr. 4. And he did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah did.] 
These two verses aro the very same with those 2 Kings 
xv. 2, 3. (See there.) 

Ver. 5. And he sought God in the days ofZechariah.] He 
persisted in the true religion, as long as Zcchariah lived. 
By whom is not meant him whose book of prophecies is 
extant in the Bible, for ho lived three hundred years after; 
nor the son of Jehoiada, who was slain some years ago: 
but, it is probable, the son of that Zcchariah, who was 
called after his father's name, and was eminent for his 
Divine wisdom. 

Who had understanding in the visions of God.'] It is not 
said he was a prophet, but that he was a man very skilful 
in expounding the ancient prophecies, and giving instruc- 
tion out of them, as Grotius understands it. 

And as long as he sought the Lord, God made him to 
prosper.] Of which he gives instances in the following 
verses. 

Vcr. 6. And he tvent forth and warred against the Philis- 
tines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall of 
Jabneh, and the wall of Ashdod, and built cities about Ash- 
dod, and among the Philistines.] From this verse unto the 
fifteenth, this Divine writer shews how excellent a prince 
this was, and how God prospered him, while he continued 
truly religious. For he was skilled in husbandry as well 
as in warlike affairs : and was very solicitous for the good 
of his people. The former of theso is mentioned ver. 10. 
and the other in the rest of the verses: which tell us, how 
prudently he demolished all the fortifications of his enemies 
on the frontiers; and provided his own frontiers with 
works, garrisons, arms, and engines of war. 

Ver. 7. And God helped him against the Philistines, and 
against the Arabians tliat dwelt in Gur-baal, and theMehu- 
nuns.] I have noted often before, that these Mehunims 
were a peoplo in Arabia Dcserta. See 1 Chron. iv. 41. 
2 Chron. xx. 1. Judg. x. 11, 12. of which this place gives 
a clear proof. 

Ver. 8. And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah.] Made 
him presents, that they might preserve his friendship. 

And his name spread abroad even to the entering in of 
Egypt ; for he strengthened himself exceedingly^] His power 
grew so very great, that he was formidable, not only to the 
Philistines in the west, and to the Arabians and others in 
the cast, but to the borders of Egypt in tho south. 

Ver. 9. Moreover, Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem, at 
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the comer-gate, and at the valley-gate, and at the turning of 
the tvall, and fortified them.'] In his father's time the wall 
of Jerusalem was broken down four hundred cubits, as we 
read in the foregoing chapter, ver. 23. which, it is likely, 
was built again before this time. But Uzziah, made it 
stronger by towers, which he built for its defence. One 
of which was at that very gate where the breach ended, 
viz. the comer-gate. - . :.< '. 

Ver. 10. Also he built towers in the desert,] To defend 
the shepherds from the sudden incursions of their enemies : 
particularly the Arabs, who had formerly broken in upon 
them, (xxi. 1G.) 

And digged many wells: for he had muck cattle, both in 
the low country, and in the plains ; husbandmen also, and 
vine-dressers in the mountains.] Some therefore take the 
towers forcmentioncd to have been country-houses, where 
husbandmen dwelt ; and where their cattle in hard weather 
were sheltered ; and the fruits of the earth were laid up. f 

And in Carmel.] By this is not meant the famous mount 
of that name (for that was not in the tribe of Judah), but a 
very fertile country,- as the .word Carmel signifies in several 
places, (Isa.xvi. 10. Jer. ii. 7. xlviii. 33.) 

For he loved husbandry.] As the greatest men (I have 
often observed) did in ancient times, and followed the 
plough, and fed cattle themselves. (See 1 Kings xix.19.) 

Ver. 11. Moreover, Uzziah had a host of fighting men 
that went out to roar by bands.] They were sent out by 
parties, several ways, for it appears by what follows they 
were very numerous.. 

According to the number of their account by the hand of 
Jeiel the scribe.] He was the secretary of war (as we- now 
speak), who took an account of the several bands of 
men that went out, and of the number whereof they con- 
sisted. 

And Maaseiah the ruler, xmder the hand of Hananiah, 
one of the king's captains.] .These two, I suppose, were 
great officers, who were to oversee Jeiel ; that there was 
no fraud in his account. i I A 

Ver. 12. The ivhole number of the chief of the fathers of 
the mighty men of valour were two thousand and six hun- 
dred.] This is sufficient to shew he had a very great army 
(there being so many principal persons employed to com- 
mand them); but a particular account is given of them in 
the next verse. . ' v ' : ' s ':\ 

Ver. 13. And under their hand was an army, three Ami- 
dred thousand, and seven thousand and five hundred, that 
made war with mighty power, to help the king against the 
enemy.] Perhaps these were a standing force, ready tore- 
pel their enemies if they invaded them ; besides that host, 
which went forth by bands, to annoy their enemies on all 
sides : (ver. 11.) and then he was grown much more power- 
ful than his father. (See xxv. 5.) 

Ver. 14. And Uzziah prepared for them, throughout all 
the host, shields, and spears, and helmets, and habergeons, % 
and bows, and slings to cast stones.] All sorts of arms; 
both defensive and. offensive: but here is no mention of 
swords; with which, I suppose, all the people were always 
provided. 

Ver. 15. And he made in Jerusalem engines, invented, by 
cunning men, to be on the towers, and upon the bulwarks, 
to shoot arrows and great stones withal] The Targum by 
these engines understands towers perforated : whereas the 
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text plainly tells us. they were engines, out of which they 
shot arrows and threw stones, from the towers and from the 
walls. Bochartus thinks the word properly imports, they 
were contrived for the projection of stones, (lib. iii. of his 
Phaleg.' cap. 7. and in his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 35.) 

And Ids name spread far abroad.] Beyoiid the entering 
in of Egypt,(ver. 8.) unto distant countries. . 

For he was marvellously helped, till he was strong.] 'God 
aided him so wonderfully in all his undertakings, that he 
feared no enemy, (ver. 7.) > > . >* 

. Ver. 16. But when he was strong, his heart was lifted up 
to his destruction.] To the loss of all his authority. How 
hard is it to bear great prosperity with moderation and 
humble thankfulness ! 

For he transgressed against the Lord his God, and went 
into the temple of the Lord to burn incense upon the altar 
of incense.] What should tempt him to this folly, it is hard 
to give an account. Perhaps he had a vain ambition to 
imitate heathen princes; who in many places executed the 
priesthood also. And Jacobus Capellus thinks, that which 
puffed him up with pride was, that he had not only a son, 
viz. Jotham,but a grandson, Ahaz: (ad A.M. 3231.) 

Ver. 17. And Azariah the priest tvent in after him, and 
with him fourscore priests of the Lord, that were valiant 
men.] See my annotations on 1 Chron. vi. 10. ' 

Ver. ,18. And they withstood Uzziah the king, and said 
unto hint.] It.is plain by this, that they did not withstand 
his attempt by force of arms : but by reasons/ persuasions, 
and exhortations. And, perhaps, they surrounded the altar, 
so that he could not, without offering violence to them, 
approach it. - i. "w f ^' « i« wo 

It appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incense 
unto the Lord, but to the priests the sons of Aaron, that are 
consecrated to burn incense.] They represented to him, that 
be invaded the office of the priests, who were consecrated 
to this service : which he was not, and therefore ought not 
to meddle with it. \ < \ ft ill \\. »'*» . 

Go out of the sanctuary ; for thou hast trespassed.] He 
had gone too far already, in going into the holy place; 
whereby he had offended the Divine Majesty : but they 
beseech him to proceed no further. 

Neither shall it be for thine honour from the Lord God.] 
They represent *to him, that he could get no honour, but 
lose very much by aspiring to this dignity of the priesthood, 
which the Lord had placed in other hands. 

Ver* 19. Tlien Uzziah was wroth; and had a ceristr inhis 
hand to burriincense.] Which he would not lay aside upon 
their admonition : but fell into a great passion, because he 
was hindered in that which he designed. 

And while he was tvroth tvith the priests.] And, perhaps, 
threatening that he would have his will. 

Tlie leprosy even rose up in his forehead.] Where it 
could not be concealed,- but was apparent to all that were 
present. . l " 

Before the priests in thehouse of the Lord, from beside the 
incense-altar.] Where they stood to keep him from it. 
. Ver. 20. Arid Azariah the chief priest, and all the priests, 
looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his forehead, 
and they thrust him out from thence.] There was no need to 
use force to thrust him out, for he hasted himself, as it fol- 
lows, to be gone: therefore they only admonished him 
most earnestly to depart, because the law permitted not a 
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leper to remain in a city, much less to come into the house 
of God. 

Yea, himself hasted also to go out, because the Lord had 
smitten him.'] And he was afraid of a sorer punishment, if 
he stayed there. (See Grotius, de Iraperio.S. P. circa 
Sacra, p. 251.) 

Ver. 21. And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the daij 
of his death.] The punishment was capital for meddling 
rashly with Divine ministrations, as we see from the begin- 
ning, in the case of Nadab and Abihu, (Lev. x. 1, 2. and 
see Numb. iii. 10. xviii. 7.) Now the leprosy was a kind 
of death, because it separated those who were smitten with 
it from the society of men, as if they were dead, and no 
part of this world. 

And dwelt in a several house, being a leper; for he ivas cut 
off from the house of the Lord.] In the Hebrew the words 
are, he dwelt in a house of freedom; so such places were 
called, because such as were there were exempt from the 
common affairs, and shut up from the conversation of 
men: whence such as are laid in their grave, are said to 
be free among the dead, (Psal. lxxxviii. 5.) because re- 
moved from all the affairs and conversation of the world. 
(See Dr. Hammond upon that place, annot. c.) 

And Jotham his sort was over the king's house, judging the 
people of the land.] See 2 Kings xv. 5. 

Ver. 22. Noiu the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first and 
last, did Isaiah the prophet, the son ofAmoz, write.] This 
shews, the prophets were wont (as I have before observed) 
to write the history of their own times. For Isaiah pro- 
phesied in the beginning of Uzziah's reign,, and, as Abar- 
binel thinks, before Hosea, who lived in the same period 
of time ; and prophesied before Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 
. Ver. 23. So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him with his fathers in the field of the burial which belonged 
to the kings.] This was in the city of David, as we read in 
2 'Kings xv. 7. 

For they said, He is a leper.] Therefore he was not 
buried in the sepulchre of the kings his predecessors; 
but had a several burial-place when he was 1 dead, as he 
had a several house while he lived. 

And Jotham his son reigned in his stead* 



CHAP. XXVII. 

Ver. 1. «/ OTHAM teas twenty and five years old when he 
began foreign; and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem: 
his mother's name also was Jerushah, the daughter ofZadok. 

Ver. 2. And he did that tvhich tvas right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that his father Uzziah did.] The 
very same is said in 2 Kings xv. 33, 34. . 

Howbeit he entered not into the temple of the Lord.] 
Some imagine, he was so frighted at what befel his father, 
that he did not so much as go into the court of the temple, 
or that he did not offer sacrifices in the temple, but in high 
places. But this doth not well agree with the words fore- 
going: therefore the meaning rather is, that he imitated his 
father in all that was good in him ; but did not profanely 
enter into the temple to offer incense, as he did. , 

And the people did yet corruptly.] For they offered in- 
cense in high places, 2 Kings xv. 35. and, as some think, 
committed idolatry. 



Ver. 3. lie built the high gam of the house of the Lord.] 
It was built before by Solomon, but he repaired it, (2 Kings 
xv.35.) and, as some think, added a very glorious structure 
to it. 

And on the wall of Ophel he built much.] The Targum 
translates it, a palace: but others understand by Ophel a 
high place, or cliff, where there was a tower. Pellicamis 
thinks, the meaning is, that he much beautified, as well as 
repaired, the porch of the Lord's house, which was a hun- 
dred and twenty cubits high. 

Ver. 4. Moreover, he built cities in the mountains of Ju- 
dah, and in the forests he built castles and towers.] That is, 
he took care to fortify his kingdom strongly on all sides 
against his enemies. 

Ver. 5. He fought also with the king of the Ammonites, 
and prevailed against them.] This people had been entirely 
subdued by David, as we read 2 Sam. x. xii. 31. but 
now it seems they had recovered so much strength, that 
they invaded the country of Judah ; but were overthrown 
by Jotham. 

And the children ofAmmon gave 1dm the same year a hun- 
dred talents of silver, and ten thousand measures of wheat, 
and ten thousand of barley.] He made them tributaries to 
him ; and they began the very same year to pay the tribute. 
So much did the children ofAmmon pay unto him, both 
the second year and the third.] Either this was the agree- 
ment, that for three years they should make this acknow- 
ledgment; or, at the three years* end they grew so strong 
again, that they refused to continue it longer. 

Ver. 6. So Jotham became mighty, because he prepared 
his ways before the Lord his God.] Directed his counsels 
and actions aright, according to the rule of God's word. 
Solomon Jarchi here observes, that all the kings of Judah 
had some ill thing laid to their charge, but only Jotham: 
for David himself sinned grievously in the matter of 
Uriah: Solomon was drawn away by his wives to counte- 
nance idolatry : Rehoboam forsook the law of God; and 
Abijah walked in his steps : Asa took the treasures of 
God's house, and sent them to the king of Syria; and like- 
wise put the prophet in the stocks: Jehoshaphat entered 
into society with the wicked ; and so he goes on with the 
rest. But in Jotham (saith he) there is no fault found; 
which is a wonder, when there were so few good people 
among them : for his integrity was not so great, as the 
corruption of his people; who immediately after his death 
joined with Ahaz in his abominable idolatries. 

Ver. 7. Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all his 
wars, and his ways.] He had wars not only with the Am- 
monites, but with the Syrians, and with the ten tribes, as 
may be gathered from 2 Kings xv. 37. 

Lo, they are wntten in the book of the Kings of Israel and 
Judah.] The affairs of the kings of Judah are commonly 
said to be recorded in the Chronicles of the kings of Judah: 
but this king's actions, it seems, were so eminent, that the 
Israelites also recorded some of them in their books. 

Ver. 8. He xvasfivc-and-tiventy years old when he began 
to reign; and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.] This was 
said before, ver. 1. and it is not easy to give an account 
why it is here repeated. Unless it be true, which Kiinchi 
saith, that Jotham was born the same year that his father 
was struck with a leprosy'; but was not king till he grew 
up, and was instructed in the government; which was 
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managed during his minority by the princes of the people. 
But Jacobus Capellus rather thinks he reigned sixteen 
years by himself alone; and then took his son into society 
with him, in the government of the kingdom. 
"Ver. 9. And Jotham slept with his fathers ,< and they 
buried him in the city of David: and Akaz his son reigned 
in his stead.] See 2 Kings xv. 38. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

Ver. 1. jc\.HAZ was twenty years old when he began to 
reign ; and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem : but he did 
not that which was right in the sight of the Lord, like David 
his father.'] See 2 Kings xvi. 2. where there are the very 
same words. • 

Ver. 2. For he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel, 
and made also molten images for Baalim.] He not only 
worshipped the golden calves (which was the way of the 
kings of Israel), but many other gods of the nations round 
about: which are all comprehended under the name of 
Baalim. (See what I have noted upon Judg. ii. 11.) 

Ver. 3. Moreover, he burnt incense in the valley of the 
son of Hinnom.] Where Moloch was worshipped. 

And burnt his children in the fire.] Or, made them to 
pass through the fire ; for the words are ambiguous. The 
Targum here saith, The AVord of the Lord snatched Heze- 
kiah out of the fire ; because he foresaw three saints would 
spring from him : and here he tells a long tale of Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah, who were thrown into the fiery 
furnace. 

After the abominations of the heathen, ivhom the Lord 
had cast out before the children of Israel.] This was the 
most detestable idolatry that was practised among the 
ancient inhabitants of Canaan, as appears from Lev. xviii. 
21. xx. 2—4, &c. 

Ver. 4. He sacrificed also and burnt incense in the high 
places."] Not unto God, but unto his idols, whom he wor- 
shipped also o/i the hills, and under every green tree, as it 
here follows. 

Ver. 5. Wherefore the Lord his God.] The Lord is 
called his God, because he was so by the right of his 
dominion over him, and his kindness to him for his fa- 
ther's sake. 

Delivered him into tJie hand of the king of Syria.] That 
by this punishment he might return from his evil ways. 
These two kings, Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah king of 
Israel, seem to have come upon him together, whereby he 
was put to some distress. 

And they smote him.] That is, the Syrians slew many of 
his people. 

And carried away a great multitude of them captives, and 
brought them to Damascus.] This was after that invasion 
mentioned 2 Kings xvi. 5. 

And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of 
Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter.] As is related 
in the next verse. 

Ver. G. For Pekah the son of Remaliah slew in Judah a 
hundred and twenty thousand in one day, which were all 
valiant men ; because they had forsaken the Lord God of 
their fathers.] Who therefore forsook them, and took away 
their courage, that they could make no resistance; for. 



otherwise, it had not been possible to make so great a 
slaughter in one day. 

Ver. 7. And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, slew 
Maaseiah the king's son, and Azrikam the governor of the 
house, and Elkanah that ivas next to the king.~] They seem 
to have taken Jerusalem (though they did not keep it), and 
to have slain these great persons. The Targum translates 
the last words, the arkapta of the king: that is, as some 
interpret it, the captain of his host. But our translation 
comes nearest to the Hebrew, second to the king. Who 
was inferior to the king alone; insomuch that the LXX. 
translate it AtaSoxov, he that immediately followed the king, 
and succeeded him. His viceroy, as some interpret it. 

Ver. 8. And the children of Israel carried away captive 
of their brethren two hundred thousand, women, sons, and 
daughters, and took also away much spoil from them.] This 
is an argument that they were quite dispirited, and had no 
heart to defend themselves, being not only slaughtered like 
sheep, but carried captive by droves. 

And brought the spoil to Samaria.] Into their own coun- 
try, towards Samaria : but they had not yet brought it into 
the city of Samaria, (ver. 13.) 

-Ver. 9. But a prophet of the Lord was there, whose name 
teas Oded.] By this it appears that God continued his pro- 
phets among the Israelites, to bring them to repentance, if 
they would have hearkened to their admonitions. 

And he went out before the host that came to Samaria.] 
Bringing their captives and spoil in great triumph thither. 

And said unto them, Behold, because the Lord God of 
your fathers was wroth with Judah, he hath delivered them 
into your hand.] He would not have them lifted up with 
their victory; which was not to be ascribed so much to 
their valour, as to the anger of God against Judah, who 
abandoned them to their fury. 

/ind ye have slain them in a rage that reached up unto 
heaven.] That had no measure, and cried to heaven for 
vengeance upon the Israelites. 

Ver. 10. And notv ye purpose to keep under the children 
of Judah and Jerusalem.] This seems to denote that they 
had sacked Jerusalem. 

For bond-men and bond-women unto you.] To use them 
as slaves of another nation, of whom they. might make 
money, by selling them to their neighbour, or make them 
drudges to serve them for nought. • 

But are there not with you, even with you, sins against the 
Lordyour God?2 He bids thenr consider, that they who 
thought themselves God's favourites because he had made 
them so victorious, had sins enough to answer for: for 
which if he punished them as they deserved, they might 
be reduced to the same condition with the brethren of Judah. 

Ver. 11. Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken captive of your brethren ; for the 
fierce xvrath of the Lord is upon you.] If they did not set- 
them at liberty, he threatens sudden destruction, which 
was ready to break forth upon them for their cruelty. 

Ver. 12. Then certain of the heads of the children of 
Ephraim, Azariah the son of Johanan, Berechiah the son of 
Meshitlemoth, andJehizkiah the son of Shallum, and Amasa 
the son of Hadlai, stood up against them that came from 
the war.] These, persons had some goodness in them, as 
well as courage, and great authority with the people and 
soldiers. 
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Vcr. 13. And said unto them, Ye shall not bring in the 
captives hither.] That is, into the city of Samaria. 

'For tvhereas we have offended against the Lord already.] 
By making such an unmerciful slaughter of their bre- 
thren. . • ,] v i ', 

Ye intend to add more to our sins and to our trespass ; 
for our trespass is great, and there is fierce wrath against. 
Israel.] Or, though our trespass i$ great, and deserves to be 
punished with a fierce wrath, as we have exercised against 
Judah. . 

Ver. 14. So the armed men left the captives and the spoil 
before the princes and all the congregation.] To dispose of 
them as they pleased. A wonderful instance of obedience; 
in restoring not only the captives which were very valuable, 
but all the spoil also, which, no doubt, was considerable. 
What might not these great men have done, to bring them 
to repent of their idolatry, if they had been truly religious, 
and exerted their authority ? 

Ver. 15. And the men ivhich were expressed by name.] 
There were some nominated and appointed, I suppose, by 
the heads of the people, to take care of the captives, and 
see them well treated. p , ., 

Rose up, and took the captives, and with the spoil clothed 
all that were naked among them, and arrayed them, and 
shod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and anointed 
them.] They not only gave them necessary sustenance, but 
refreshed their weariness, like the good Samaritan in the 
parable, who poured oil and wine into the wounds of a poor 
traveller. This was an extraordinary goodness, not only 
to release poor captives without doing them hurt, or mak- 
ing any gain of them, but to dismiss them with vl> viaticum 
(as Slrigelius speaks), giving them all things necessary for 
their return home. And it was still a 'greater kindness to 
provide vehicles (as it here follows) for tho infirm multi- 
tude, and bring them to their own country without hard 
travel. 

And carried all (lie feeble of them upon asses, and brought 
them to Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to their brethren ; 
then, they returned to Samaria.] So great was the power of 
the prophet at this time, that he turned their barbarous 
cruelty into the tenderest humanity. But, as I said, they 
were not so easily converted from idolatry: unto which 
they had so strong an inclination, that. nothing could per- 
suade them to forsake it. 

Ver. 1G. At that time did king Ahaz sendunto the king of 
Assyria to help him.] When Rezin king of Syria invaded 
him, 2 Kings xvi. G, 7. This is the first time that we read 
of the king, of Assyria, except in 2 Kings xv. .19. where 
Pul, king of Assyria, is mentioned 'as a powerful prince, 
who invaded the Israelites.! Before his time we read no- 
thing of that monarchy, which grew by degree's to.its great- 
ness from small beginnings. Forin David'stime, or when- 
soever Psalm lxxxiii. was written, the king of Assyria was 
but a petty prince, like those of Moab and Ammon, and 
the like, with whom he joined, (ver. 8.) to enslave tho 
Israelites: but now had swallowed up all tbosQ little 
princes, and grown to such a height that none could stand 
before them.. But if their large empire had been of long 
standing, we should in all probability have heard of them 
before this time, as we do often afterward. 

Ver. 17. For again the Edomites had come and smitten 
Judah, and carried away captives.] When Rezin fell Upon 



them, the Edomites took that advantage, and made great 
ravage in the land of Judah. 

Ver. 18. Hie Philistines also had invaded the cities of the 
low country.] Which lay next to. them, - . 

And of the south of Judah, and had taken Beth-shemesh, 
and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shochowith the villages 
thereof, and Timnah tvith the. villages thereof, Gimzo also 
and the villages thereof: and they dwelt there.] They pre- 
vailed so far as to make an inroad further into the country 
of Judah; and not only possessed themselves of the cities 
here mentioned, but settled in them. For in this weak con- 
dition into which Ahaz was fallen, they took their revenge 
for the mischief which Uzziah had done them, who sub- 
dued them as far as" Gath, (chap. xxvi. G.) 

Ver. 19 j For the Lord brought Judah -low because of 
Ahaz.] It was purely upon his account that God gave them 
up into the hand of the Philistines; for that very year in 
which Ahaz died, the prophet Isaiah foretold his son 
should afflict them, (Isa. xiv. 27— 29.) and accordingly 
Hezekiah smotethem as far as Gaza, (2 Kings xviii. 8.) ■ 

King of Israel.] We cannot gather from hence that he 
is called king of Israel, because he walked in their wayfe, 
for a good king is so called, xx.2. And the Masorites ob- 
serve, .that six times we read the king of Israel instead of 
king of Judah, because they all deS<5end£d ; from Israel. 
So Beckius hfere expounds it, in a largo Sense, he was 
king of Israel:: for Israel is not here opposed to Judah, 
but comprehends it. ,Theref6re the Targum hath tho king 
of Judah: and so the JjXX. and the Vulgar Latin. For 
Isntel was Once the name of the whole people, arid after 
the division of the kingdom, the two tribes were still a 
part of Israel; in the ancient state .of the world. See Bux- 
torf; who observes, otit of the Hebrew grammarians, that 
the manner of the Scripture is to put the genus sometimes 
for the species, and the species for the genus, (Vindiciee 
Hebr. Veritatis, cap. 7. par. ii.) 

For he made Judah naked,] Deprived them of the Divine 
protection by his foul transgressions. 

And transgressed sore against the Lord.] The Targum 
renders it, The house of Judah ceased from the worship of 
God. Which Ahaz in a manner wholly abolished, and 
thereby transgressed more grievously than all his prede- 
cessors. 

Ver. 20. And Tiglath-pilneser king of Assyria came unto 
him.'] As he desired by the messengers he sent to him, 
(ver. 10,) 

And distressed him, but strengthened him not] In 2 Kings 
ivi. 9. it is said, that he did help him; how therefore did 
he distress him? Both these are true, for as he did come to 
his assistance against the king of Syria, so he took Da- 
mascus, carried the people captive, and delivered Ahaz 
from the power of the Syrians, (2 Kings xvi. 7 — 9.) But 
this did Ahaz little good,:for he helped him not to recover 
the cities the Philistines had taken[from him, nor did he lend 
him -any forces, , nor enable him to recruit his own; 'but 
rather weakened him by exhausting his treasures, and by 
destroying Samaria, whereby the way was opened to in- 
vade his country tho more easily in the next reign. Thus 
many countries/in latter agfcs, by calling in the assistance 
of some foreign prince against their enemies, have been 
overrun> and conquered by those who came to their help. 

Ver; 21. For Ahaz took aivay a portion out of the house 
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of the Lord, and out of the house of the king, and of the 
princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he helped 
him not.] Did not make his condition better, but so much 
the worse. (See 2 Kings xvi. 8.). 

Ver. 22. And in the time of his distress did he trespass 
yet more against the Lord.] He was hot at all amended by 
the sore calamities which fell on him/but introduced more 
idolatry than had been practised before. . 

This is that king Ahaz.~\ The word Ttu is sometimes a 
word of contempt, as Kimchi observes, (Gen. xxxvi. ult. 
Numb. xxvi. 9.) And Ahaz deserved to be branded, as 
the most notorious offender that had ever been among, the 
kings of Judah: and was remarkable for this 'also, that he 
never prospered in any thing he undertook. 

Ver. 23. For he sacrificed unto the gods of Damascus , 
which smote him.] A most monstrous stupidity, to imagine 
they had any power over him, who could not defend them- 
selves from Tiglath-pilneser : but being of opinion that they 
were gods, he sacrificed to, them to appease them, that they \ 
might do him no further hdrt;' doing 1 as the ancient Ro- 
mans, who wooed by larger sacrifices the gods of their ene- 
mies to come oyer to their side; and be their friends, as 
Dr. Jackson discourses, in his Original of Unbelief, chap. 
17. parag.5. 

And he said. Because the gods of the kings of Syria help 
tJiem, therefore will I sacrifice to them, that they may help 
me.] Not against the Syrians, but he foolishly imagined 
they might help him against the Edomites, Philistines, and 
other enemies. 

But they ivere the ruin of him and of all Israel.] They 
were so far from being his friends, that they proved thc'de- 
struction of him, and ofhiswhold country: for though it 
was not in their power to do him either' harm or good, yet 
his worshipping of them undidhim and all his people. 

Ver. 24. And Ahaz gathered together the vessels of the 
house of God, and cut in pieces the Vessels of \ the house of 
God.] That the priests might not be able to minister before 
God for want of them, (xxix. 19.) and that he might em- 
ploy the money he made of thein (for what he cut in pieces, 
I suppose, he sold) in building altars (as it follows) in 
every corner of Jerusalem. 

And shut up the doors of the house of the Lord.] That no 
man might come to worship God there, but sacrifice every 
where, but only where they should; and this continued till 
the beginning of his son's reign, (xxix. 3.) 

Ver. 25. And in every several city of. Judah he made 
high places to burn incense unto other gods.] He took care 
the people should not think of going up to Jerusalem; by 
erecting, at his own charge, high places in every city, 
wherein to perform Divine service to what God they 
pleased. 

And provoked to anger the Lord God .of his fathers.] 
With whom he did not join other gods, but worshipped 
him not at all. 

Ver. 26. Now the rest of his acts, and of all his ways, 
first and' last, behold, they are written in the book of the 
kings of Judah and Israel.] In 2 Kings xvi. 1$. it is only 
said, they were written in the bookof the kings of Judah: 
but Ezra/ it seems, found that the book of the kings of 
Israel contained some memorable passages of his reign; 
there being, as is here recorded, great wars between them 
and Judah. .* 



Ver. 27. And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city, even in Jerusalem; but they brought him 
not into the sepulchres of the kings of Israel.] They are 
called the kings of Israel, because they had an ancient 
right to govern the whole twelve tribes. « - , / * 

And Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

Ver. l.tt-EZEKIAH began to reign when he was five- 
and-tiventy years old; andhe reigned nine-and-twenty years 
in Jerusalem: andhis mothers name tvas Abijah the daugh- 
ter of Zechariah.] See upon 2 Kings xviii, 1, 2. where I 
have noted, that Ahaz therefore was very young when he 
begat Hezekiah. And we may grant, as Jacobus Capellus 
thinks, that he was but ten years old (though, as I- have 
there shewn, Bochartus thinks he was more); for though this 
was wonderful, yet not incredible, as his words are. For 
he refers us to Scaliger in his first oration against Parseus, 
where he mentions a city, in which a boy not twelve years 
old begat a child of a girl, a cousin of his, not ten years 
old; and adds, "Rem nofam narro," &c. I tell a known 
story, whose memory is still fresh in Aquitain. (Sec his 
Histor. Sacra et Exotica, ad Annum Mundi, 22\)2.) 

Ver. 2. And he did that which was right in the sight of 
the Lord, according to all that David his father Had done.] 
The same is recorded in 2 Kings xviii. 2. ■ * . 

Ver. 3. He, in the first year of his reign, in the first 
month*] This demonstrates his great piety and zeal for God, 
that he began so soon to reform religion, and .did not stay 
till he was established in his throne. For the surest way 
to establish himself, he thought, was to establish true reli- 
gion - ; though he run a great hazard in attempting the abo- 
lishing idolatry, which had been Confirmed'by some years' 
prescription. ' ' \ \ 

Opened the doors of the house of the Lord.] Which his fa- 
ther had shut up, (chap, xxviii. 24.) 
•' And repaired them.] For by long neglect they were gone 
to decay. 1 '- 

Ver* 4. And he brought in the priests and the Levites/] 
Whose business it was to take caTC of religion, and look 
after things sacred, and admonish kings of their duty. But 
Hezekiah' was beforehand with them, and prevented their 
endeavours; not only exciting them to reform what was 
amiss, but using the most proper arguments to press them 
to it. ; 

And gathered them together into the east street.] Which 
was before the east gate of the temple, where the entrance 
into it was. 

Ver. 5. And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites; Sanctify 
now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the Lord God of 
your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy 
place.] J Thc abomination, as the Jews translate it; that is, 
the altar of Damascus, and all the idols that were upon it. 
(See 2 Kings xvi. 10, &c.) These were brought by Ahaz 
into the temple ; that is, into the court of the priests, which 
is called the holy place, in Lev. vi.16, &c. 

Ver. 6. For our fathers have trespassed, and done that 
which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and have 
forsaken him.] He urges them to this pious work, from the 
consideration of the great sin of their forefathers, and their 
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horrible contempt of the service of God, as it follows in 
the next words. 

And have turned away their faces from the habitation of 
the Lord, and turned their backs,'] This seems to signify 
that Ahaz brought in a way of worship directly contrary to 
the law of God; which commanded them to worship towards 
the ark, which was placed in the west But he ordered 
they should turn their backs upon that (which was a dis- 
respect and contumely to the Divine Majesty), and wor- 
ship towards the east, where he had set his altar. And at 
last he shut up the doors of the temple, that they should not 
worship there at all, as it is again observed in the next verse. 

Ver. 7. Also they have shut up the doors of the porch.] 
That none might enter into the temple, but it might be left 
a desolate place. 

And put out the lamps.] The priests having nothing to 
do there. 

And have not burnt incense, nor offered bnrnt-offerings in 
the holy place, unto the God of Israel.] But made high 
places in every city, to burn incense unto other gods, as it 
is ver. 25. of the foregoing chapter. 

Ver. 8. Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was upon Judah 
and Jerusalem.] AfteT the confession of their sins, he re- 
presents to them the calamities -wherewith God had pu- 
nished them. 

And he hath delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, 
and to hissing, as you see with your eyes.] Sent such a pa- 
nic fear and terror into them (such as is mentioned chap! 
xx. 22.) that they could not stand before their enemies, 
but became a scorn to them. For it had not been possi- 
ble that they should slay such a vast number of them in 
one day (as we read chap, xxviii. G.) if they had not been 
perfectly astonished, and bereaved of their senses. 

Ver. 9. For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword; and 
our sons, and our daughters, and our wives, are in captivity 
for this.] Or rather, were in captivity, till the tender mercy 
of God released them. And it is likely some were still in 
captivity to other nations, though the Israelites had dis- 
missed their captives: for they were distressed in Ahaz's 
time by the Edomites, and the Philistines ; the former of 
which carried away captives, as we read xxviii. 17, 18. 

Ver. 10. Noiv it is in mine heart to make a covenant with 
the Lord God of Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away 
from us.] He resolved therefore to renew the covenant be- 
tween God and the people, because he foresaw there was 
immediate destruction impending upon the whole nation 
for their iniquities, unless they did heartily and speedily 
repent of them ; for they wore grown to the greatest height 
of impiety, his father having by degrees proceeded to the 
utmost pitch of idolatry: which, though God had many 
ways punished very severely, yet he persisted in his wick- 
edness; and to the very end of his life amended nothing, 
but grew worse and worse : therefore this good king thought 
it absolutely necessary forthwith to make a thorough re- 
formation, and engage the whole nation in a 'solemn cove- 
nants worship God purely. Thus Conradns Pellicanus. 

Ver. 11. My sons; be not now negligent.] He beseeches 
the Levites, in tho most tender language, no longer to go 
along with the people in their error, but to bestir themselves 
to make them better. 

For the Lord hath chosen you to stand before him, to 
seme him, and that you should minister unto him, and burn 



incense.] Tins was the work of the priests, unto whom he 
speaks as well as to the Levites, remembering them what 
their office was to which they were peculiarly chosen, viz. 
to take care to see his laws observed, and to minister to 
him, according to his directions ; and therefore not to omit 
the performance of their duty in the house of God, now 
that it was open to them. 

Ver. 12. Then the Levites arose, Mahath the son ofAma- 
sai, and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Ko- 
hathites : andofthesonsofMerari; Kish the son ofAbdi, 
and Azariah the son ofJehalelel: and of the Gershonites; 
Joah the son of Zimmah, and Eden the son ofJoah: 

Ver. 13. And of the sons ofElizaphan; Shimri andJeiel: 
and of the sons of Asaph; Zechariah and Mattaniah: 

Ver. 14. And of the sons ofHeman ; Jehiel and Shimei : 
and of thesonsofJeduthun; Shemaiah and Uzzieh] These 
were the principal persons among the Levites, who readily 
complied with the king's exhortation, and engaged their 
brethren also (as it here follows) in the same work, which 
they undertook, of cleansing this house of the Lord. 

Ver. 15. And they gathered their brethren, and sanctified 
themselves.] By washing their bodies, I suppose, and other 
rites prescribed by the law. 

And came, according to the commandment of the king, by 
the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord.] The 
king had a great power in things commanded by God : the 
exercise of which power is here very properly called the com- 
mandment of the king, by the words of the Lord: or, as in 
the margin, in the business of the Lord. The like we read 
chap. xxx. 12. (See Grotius, in his book de Imperio Sum- 
marum Potestatura circa Sacra, p. 59.) 

Ver. 1G. And the priests went into the inner part of the 
house of the Lord, to cleanse it.] That is, into the sanctuary 
(for into the most holy none might go but the high-priest), 
whither the Levites might not come. 

And brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the 
temple of the Lord into the coiwt of the house of the Lord.] 
That is, the court of the priests, where the Levites attended 
upon them, and ministered unto them. 

And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into the 
brook Kidron.] They cast the filth into the valley of the 
son of Hinnom, or Tophet, through which Kidron ran, 
(2 Kings xxiii. 10. 12.) 

Ver. 17. Now they began on the first day of the first month 
to sanctify.] This was the month Abib, as our great primate 
Usher observes, but not on the day he Wcis made king, but 
nine months after his father's death. (See his Chronol. 
Sacra, p. 82.) 

And on the eighth day of the month came they to the porch 
of the Lord.] Which they cleansed together with the out- 
ward courts, and the chambers of the temple, in which they 
spent eight days more, as the next words signif}\ The 
house having been long shut up,* and nobody coming into 
it, must needs be full of dust, and the vessels become rusty: 
in the scouring of which, and restoring them to their splen- 
dour, and wiping the walls of the house, they must neces- 
sarily spend a great deal of time, for the neglect had been 
great, and their diligence extraordinary: it being probable, 
that this sanctification was by washing both the walls of 
the house, and the floor, and every thing else. 

So they sanctified the house of the Lord in eight days; and 
in the sixteenth day of the first month they made an end.] 
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The pollution was so universal, and their exactness so great 
in restoring all things to their purity, that they could not 
finish their work in less time. Some think they spent eight 
days in cleansing all the places from filth ; and other eight 
days in sanctifying the temple, and all belonging to it: 
though how this sanctification .was performed ,we are 
not told. 

Ver. 18. Tlien they went in to Hezekiah the king, and 
said, We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, and the 
attar of burnt-offering, with all the vessels thereof, and the 
sheiv-bread table, with, all the vessels thereof] * All which they 
set in their right places, after they had removed all defile- 
ments from them. 

' Ver. 19. Moreover, all the vessels, which king Ahaz in Ms 
reign did cast away in his transgression.'] The Targum ex- 
plains it very significantly, Which he profaned, and rendered 
abominable by idols of other countries, particularly from 
Damascus. And so Kimchi, Which he translated to idola- 
trous uses. 

Have we prepared and sanctified.] The Targum gives a 
quite contrary sense of the words, We have set them apart 
and hidden them, and prepared others in their place. And, 
indeed, the Talmudists (as Beckius here observes upon the 
Targum) arc of opinion, that all the vessels which Ahaz 
profaned in his reign were set aside, and others consecrated 
in their stead : for they thought them not any longer fit to 
be employed in the Divine service. But Kimchi understands 
these words as we do, that they purged and purified the 
vessels which he had profaned. 

And, behold, they are before the altar of the Lord.] Before* 
the altar of burnt-offering (I suppose), unto which they went 
the next morning, and offered sacrifices ; with the blood of 
which, perhaps, they were further purified. 

Ver. 20. Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered 
the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the Lord.] 
Now he engaged the principal persons in the city to join 
with him in his reformation of religion, when all things 
were ready for the performance of the duties thereof. 

Ver. 21. And they brought seven bullocks, and seven rams, 
and seven lambs, and seven he-goats, for a sin-offering for 
tlie kingdom, and for the sanctuary, andforJudah.] It is 
very observable that the word tsaphir, which here signifies 
the he-goat, was never used by the Hebrews till after the 
captivity of Babylon, when we find it in Daniel who lived 
in the captivity, (chap. viii. 21.) And here being used, and 
in no other place beside, it is some argument that Ezra was 
the author of this book, which he wrote after their return 
from that captivity, in which he had learned the Chaldce 
language, and thence mixed some Chaldee words with the 
Hebrew, whereof this is one. And therefore Daniel, to ex- 
plain it, adds the Hebrew Avord seir to it, just as in the New 
Testament the word 6 irarrip is added to abba. 

And he commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer 
them on the altar of the Lord.] There are two laws in the 
books of Moses, requiring a sacrifice to be offered for the 
sin of the whole congregation, when they were in an error. 
The first is in Lev. iv. 13, 14. where a bullock is required 
to be offered, when they were ignorantly seduced to, do 
something forbidden by the law, though they did not for- 
sake their religion. The other is in Numb. xv. 22 — 24. 
where a goat is commanded to be offered together with a 
bullock, when they acted contrary to their religion, and 



were fallen by error into the practice. of external rites. And 
the bullock .was offered for a burnt T offering in token that 
they owned no other God but the Lord, nor any other re- 
ligion .but that prescribed by Moses; and the.goajt for a 
sin-offering, that they might expiate the guilt they had. con- 
tracted, by doing contrary to their religion. Now this good 
king Hezekiah being sensible, that they had not only acted 
contrary to their religion, but, in effect abolished it, by 
shutting up the doors of the temple, and omitting the daily 
sacrifice, and every where exercising strange worship, ap- 
pointed seven bullocks for a burnt-offering, and as many 
goats for a sin-offering (though the law never required 
more than one goat), thinking these numerous sacrifices 
(together with rams and lambs) were, if not necessary, yet 
very fit, because of the great and long neglect of his Di- 
vine service, and because of the .multitude and long con- 
tinuance of their other sins against the Lord, for which they 
now begged forgiveness. Thus after the captivity they 
offered twelve bullocks for burnt-oflerings, and twelve goats 
for sin-offerings, (Ezra viii. 35.) according to the number of 
the children of Israel : for, as they knew one goat was ne- 
cessary, so they thought a great number would be becom- 
ing in such eases. 

Ver. 22. So they killed the bullocks, and the priests re- 
ceived the blood, and sprinkled it on the altar: likewise, when 
they had killed the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the 
altar: they killed also the lambs, and they sprinkled the 
blood upon the altar.] According to the direction of the 
law, Lev^ viii. 15. 

Ver. 23. And they brought forth the he-goats for the sin- 
offering before the king and the congregation; and they laid 
their hands upon them.] As the law also directed, Lev. iv. 
14, 15. viii. 22. 

Ver. 24. And the priests killed them, and they made re- 
conciliation with their blood tipon the altar, to make an 
atonement for all Israel ; for the king commanded that the 
burnt-offering and the sin-offering should be made for all Is- 
rael.] The burnt-offering, to acknowledge the Lord to be 
the only God : and the sin-offering, to make expiation for 
all their offences against his supreme authority. And they 
were made not only for Judah but for all Israel : a great 
many of the ten tribes being now joined to them.* 

Ver. 25. And he set the Levites in the house of the Lord 
with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, according to 
the commandment of David, and of Gad the king's seer, and 
Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the 
Lord by his prophets.] What king David had ordained was 
approved by the prophets : who liked the design, and, by 
authority from God, settled this course of Divine service, 
(1 Chron. xxiii. 5. xxv. 1. 2 Chron. viii- 14. xxiii. 18.) The 
Targum here translates the last words, For by the Word of 
the Lord this ordinance ivas made by the prophets. 

Ver. 26. And the Levites stood with the instruments of' 
David, and the priests with the trumpets.] Which were 
ordained by Moses, Numb. x. 10. 

Ver. 27. And Hezekiah commanded to offer the bnrnt- 
offering upon the altar: and when the burnt-offering began, , 
the song of the Lord began also.] When the drink-offering 
was poured out, then began the song: as the practice is 
described in aftcrtimes, by tho son of Sirach, Ecclus. i., 
25, 2G, &c. (See Dr. Lightfoot in his Temple Service) 
.What the song of the Lord was, we are told ver. 30. 
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With the trumpets, and with the instruments ordained by 
David king of Israel.]* See 1 Chron. xxv. 1. 6. These 
hymns and doxologies were in the nature of prayers to 
God, as Mr. Mede observes, book ii. chap* G. p. 3G5. 

Ver. 28. And all the congregation worshipped, and the 
singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded: and all, this con* 
tinued until the burnt-offering ivas finished.'] They all adored, 
as soon as the sacrifice and the praises of God began : and 
continued praising God till all was done. 

Ver. 29. And when they had made ail end of offering, the 
king, and all that were present with him, botved themselves, 
and tvorshipped.] As they began so they concluded the ser- 
vice, with adoration of the Divine Majesty.' 

Ver. 30. Moreover, Hezekiah the king and tJie princes.'] 
Who now joined with him in furthering the reformation. 

Commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the Lord with 
the words of David, and of Asaph the seer.] These were the 
prophets who composed the songs that the Levites sung, 
as I observed upon 1 Chron. xxv. G. But the author of the 
psalms ascribed to Asaph (in the book of Psalms), seems 
to be one that lived in aftertimes: perhaps of the same 
family with this famous Asaph, who lived in David's days, 
and so called by his name. 

And they sang praises tvith gladness, and they bowed their 
heads and tvorshipped.] Not only upon this day, but con- 
tinually, as David had appointed ; and Jehoshaphat in his 
reign restored, (xx. 19, 20.) But this order had been inter- 
rupted in the time of succeeding idolatrous princes, espe- 
cially in the time of Ahaz ; but now revived by this good 
king Hezekiah. * •*••/ •'••*'' 

Ver. 31. Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now ye have 
consecrated yourselves unto the Lord.] By offering sacri- 
fices of reconciliation with him, whom they had acknow- 
ledged to be their Lord ; and were anew entered into their 
office. - < 

Come near, and bring sacrifices and tJiank-offerings into 
the hotiseofthe Lord. And the congregation brought in sa- 
crifices and thank-offerings.] These were peace T offenrigs, 
whereby they acknowledged God's great goodness to them: 
and gave him thanks for this happy, change of religion. 

And as many aswere of a free heart, burnt-offerings.] 
These were not like the 'sacrifices Of thanksgiving, as 
Kimchi observes, which were in great part eaten by the 
offerers: for burnt-offerings were entirely consumed upon 
the altar, in honour of God : and therefore it argned greater 
piety and largeness of heart to offer them. 

Ver. 32. And the number of the burnt-offerings, which the 
congregation brought, ivas threescore and ten- bullocks, a 
hundred rams, and two hundred lambs: all these were for a 
burnt-offering to the Lord.] These were not so many in 
number as had been offered in former times; for the na- 
tion was now grown poorer, in comparison to what it was 
heretofore. 

Ver. 33. And the consecrated things were six hundred 
oxen, and three thousand sheep.] All these were devoted to 
the service of God, besides the burnt-offerings before- 
mentioned. 

Ver. 34. But the priests were too few.] For they who had 
sacrificed to idols were excluded from their ministry: and 
they who had not, were not all- prepared and sanctified to 
do their duty. For it appears by what follows, they were 
backward unto this work to which Hezekiah called them; 
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and therefore could not prepare all the burnt-offerings, 
(which was their proper work, Lev. i.5.) much less all 
the other sacrifices, which were numerous. 

So that they could not flay all the burnt-offerings.] This 
was the work of the priests, (Lev. i. 6.) and could not be 
done but by those who were skilful in the business. So 
Bochartus observes out of the heathen poet, that it was 
practiced with great art and industry (MlotvXXovt Imaraixi- 
vwc) by those who had knowledge and skill to do it dexter- 
ously, (iiierozoicon, par. L lib. ii. cap. 33. p. 324.) 

Wherefore their brethren the Levites did help them till 
the work was ended.] In cases of great necessity, they did 
not stand nicely upon the observation of the ceremonial 
law. For both now", and in the days of Josiah, (xxxiv. 11.) 
some things were admitted, which that law did not allow. 
For, as now the Levites flayed the sacrifices, (which was 
the work of priests alone, Lev. i. 6.) so all the people were 
allowed to keep the Passover in the second month; and 
the Levites offered the paschal lambs, which were brought 
by those that were unclean, and the unclean ate them. 

And until the other priests had sanctified themselves.'] 
Then the Levites might no longer continue to do their 
proper work. 

For the Levites were more upright in heart to sanctify 
themselves than the priests.] In the foregoing reign, as 
Jarchi thinks, such as feared God (that is, would not wor- 
ship idols) were forced to conceal themselves, and lie hid: 
so that when Hezekiah came to the crown, they did not 
presently appear, nor were they forward to be cleansed 
and sanctified. But the Levites were jnen of greater in- 
tegrity than the priests : at least there were more men of 
zeal found among them, that readily offered themselves to 
the service of God/ (See xxx. 17.) 

Ver. 35. Aiidalso the burnt-offerings were in abundance, 
with the fat of the peace-offerings, and the drink-offerings 
for every burnt-offering,] This is another reason why the 
number of the priests was not sufficient to discharge the 
work of this day: because there were not only abundance 
of burnt-offerings to be flayed, but the fat of peace-offerings 
to be burnt, and a drink-offering to attend every burnt- 
offering/ which must necessarilyemploy many hands. 

Ver. 36. And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that 
God had prepared the people."] Had given this good mind 
to them, to join so forwardly in this reformation. 

For the thing was done suddenly.] Which argued a Di- 
vine motion ; whereby they were excited without long per- 
suasions. 

CHAP. XXX. . 

Ver. 1. JjLND Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and 
wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh.] I look upon 
the last words as signifying, that more particularly he wrote 
letters to these two tribes, as he sent messengers to the 
rest: for they were the tribes nearest to him. Whom he 
could not command, but only invite and admonish them 
of their duty. For they were bound by the law, as well 
as the people of Judah, (see ver. 5.) and great numbers of 
them had settled themselves in tho land of Judah, in the 
reign of Asa, (xv.9.) 

That they should come to the house of the Lord at Jeru- 
salem, to keep the Passover unto the Lord God of Israel.] 
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This was a festival that used to be celebrated in this very 
month wherein he began his reformation: which he resolved* 
therefore to keep with great solemnity; and it could be 
kept no where but at Jerusalem; whither he invited the 
Israelites to come: and it seems, Hoshea king of Israel, 
at this time, did not forbid the messengers of Hezekiah to 
come and invite them, nor his people to go ; as Jacobus 
Capellus observes : which I cannot but look upon as a 
remarkable instance of God's goodness towards this sinful 
people in the kingdom of the ten tribes, that he raised .up, 
at the very last *hen they were ripe for destruction, such 
a king to reign over them, as had so much goodness in him, 
that he did not hinder any. of his subjects who would go 
and worship at Jerusalem. Nor did he prohibit those 
from coming into his country, who were sent to invite them 
to it: so that the Israelites could not pretend they were 
compelled to be idolaters, for fear of the king's displea 1 
sure. r :.< • 

Ver. 2. For the king had taken counsel, and his princes, 
and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the Passover 
in the second month.] The time being elapsed (by such 
means as here follow) for its observation in the first month 
(which was the proper season), he took adviec with those 
who were his proper council in such matters, to keep it in 
the next. For by the princes, and all the congregation in 
Jerusalem, are meant the great synagogue, consisting of 
the senate of that city, and the other senators called from 
other places. So Grotius understands it upon St. Matt. 
x. 17. And thus our Mr. Thorndike also, in fewer words; 
He means the consistory, called the princes, as they are 
called in the prophet Jeremiah, xxvi. 10, 11. (See Rites 
of the Church, p. 231.) For Jehoshaphat having settled 
judges in every city, it is likely they remained in some au- 
thority till this time. 

Ver. 3. For they could not keep it at tJiat time.'] At the 
time appointed by the law, on the fourteenth day of the 
first month : for the reason here following. 

Because the priests had not sanctified themselves suffi- 
ciently, neither had the people gathered themselves together 
at Jerusalem.] Ahaz had made such confusion in the wor- 
ship of God, by shutting up the doors of the temple (that 
no Divine service might be there performed), and by erect- 
ing idols every where, and many other ways; that as the. 
priests, by long disuse, could not be sanctified so soon as 
was necessary, nor the people have time to assemble: so 
the temple itself could not be purged till the sixteenth day 
of the first month, (xxix. 17.) and consequently the time 
was passed for keeping the Passover, which was to have 
been on the fourteenth : they thought it best therefore to 
adjourn it to the next month, rather than stay till the next 
year; especially since God himself allowed, in some cases, 
those that could not keep it in the first month to keep it in 
the second, (Numb, ix.) And what was allowed to particu- 
lar persons, they thought might be allowed to the whole 
congregation of Israel. 

Ver. 4. And the thing pleased the king and all (he con- 
gregation.] The advice of the great council was approved 
by the king, and by every one else. 

Ver. 5. So they established a decree.'] This was the work 
of a court, or great council. 

To make proclamation throughout all Israel.] By the 
king's authority. 
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From Beer-sheba even to Dan.] From one end of the 
country to the other. 

That they should come to keep the Passover unto the Lord 
God of Israel at Jerusalem ; for they had not done it of a 
long time in such sort as it was written.] The ten tribes had 
never kept it, since the division of the kingdom by Jerb- 
boam'(at least not insuch'manner as the law prescribed), 
being hindered by his threatening interdicts from going to 
Jerusalem ; as their forefathers were by their long tedious 
travels in the wilderness, (Josh, v.) - And as for Judah, it 
appears from ver. 26. they had never kept it with such 
solemnity, since the time of Solomon. ' 

Ver. 6. So the posts went with Hie letters from the king 
and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah.] They sent 
posts, that timely notice might be given to every one; to 
prepare themselves for this service.' 

And according to the commandment of the king, saying, 
Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the Lord God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the rem- 
nant of yon that are escaped out of the hand of the kings of* 
Assyria.] That is, Pul and Tiglath-pileser, who had car- 
ried a great many of them captive, (2 Kings xv. 29. 1 Chron. 
v. 26.) 

Ver. 7. And be not ye like your fathers, and like your bre- 
thren, which trespassed against the Lord God of their fathers, 
who therefore gave them up to desolation, as you see.] And 
would certainly give them up also, if they continued to 
provoke him, as they did. 

Ver. 8. Noiv, be ye not stiff-necked,' as your fathers were.]. 
It is a metaphor (as I have observed elsewhere) from re- 
fractory oxen, which will not go forward; but withdraw- 
their necks and their shoulders from the yoke, and go back-' 
ward. 

But yield yourselves unto the Lord.] In the Hebrew, give 
your hand; concerning which phrase, see 1 Chron. xxix. 24. 

And enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for 
ever.] Come to worship at Jerusalem : which was the only' 
place appointed by God for his service, as long as that law 
lasted. 

And serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his 
wrath may turn away from you.] Which otherwise was 
ready to make an utter end of them, as it had done of their 
brethren. 

Ver. 9. For if ye turn again unto the Lord, your brethren 
i and your children shall find compassion beforeJhem that lead 
them captive, so that they shall come again into this land:? 
for' the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will 
not turn away his face from you, if ye return unto him.] 
- These were the contents of the letter, which Hezekiah sent 
throughout all Israel: concluding with a most exuberant 
grace (as Strigelius justly calls it), which not only pro-> 
mised to them that they should continue in their land; but 
they also, who were carried captive, should be restored to 
them. This, no doubt, Hezekiah had authority from God 
to declare to them, that he might move theinto repentance. 
For Moses had declared this, which Hezekiah applies to 
! them in their circumstances. • 

Ver. 10. So the posts passed from city to city, through the 
country ofEphraim and Manasseh, even unto Zebulun: but 
they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.] Being long 
accustomed to serve other gods, their hearts were so har- 
dened, that the generality of the ten tribes scoffed at this 
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most gracious invitation to repentance. For which they 
paid very dearly shortly after : Shalmancscr coming six 
years after this, and taking Samaria, and carrying the whole 
nation captive, (2 Kings xvii. 6. xviii. 10.) 

Ver. 11. Nevertheless divers ofAsher,andManasseh, and 
of Zebitlun, humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem.'] 
Here is not so much as one of Ephraim mentioned : but in 
some other tribes thcro were those found who laid to heart 
their apostacy, and came to Jerusalem, humbly begging 
pardon. Yet Ephraim is mentioned afterward as par- 
taking of thepassover; (ver. 18.) some of them, it is likely, 
upon consideration following the example of their brethren, 
though at first they mocked at the message. 

Ver. 12. Also in Judak the hand of God was to give them 
one heart to do the commandment of the king and of the 
princes.'] There was a marvellous unanimity in Judah, 
who were so obedient to the motions of the Divine grace 
(without which so great a change could not have been 
made), as generally to comply with the king's proclama- 
tion, made with the consent of the princes. 

By the word of the Lord.] They looked upon it as, a 
Divine command, which was brought to them by that au- 
thority. And it appeared so to be, by the mighty power of 
God, which wrought their hearts to a cheerful obedience. 

Ver. 13. And there assembled at Jerusalem much people 
to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a 
very great congregation.] This confutes the fancy of the 
Talmudists, who say, Hezekiah added a month to this 
year by intercalation ; that is, made another month, Adar, 
which was the last month of the year; and so kept this 
Passover in the first month of the next year. But this is 
directly contrary to the express words of this verse, which 
says, they kept it in the second month. Nor is the opi- 
nion t of the Karaites truer, who fancy, that though they 
kept the Passover in the second month, yet they did not 
keep all the parts of it, but only offered the sacrifice of 
the paschal lamb ; the feast of unleavened bread being 
performed in the first month. But this doth not agree 
with ver. 21. which saith expressly, " they kept the feast 
of unleavened bread seven days/' 

Ver. 14. And they arose, and took away the altars that 
were in Jerusalem, and all the altars for incense took they 
away J] They began as soon as they came to Jerusalem, 
to shew their zeal against idolatry, by throwing down the 
altars that Ahaz had erected in high places, either for sa- 
crifice, or burning incense, which were very many. (See 
xxviii. 24.) 

And cast them into the brook Kidron.] They stamped 
them to powder, I suppose, and then cast it into this brook. 

Ver. 15. Tlien they killed the pctssover on the fourteenth 
day of the second month: and the priests and Levites were 
ashamed.] They blushed to see the people so forward, and 
themselves so negligent. 

And sanctified themselves, and brought in the burnt-offer- 
ings into the house of the Lord.] They that had not done 
it already (xxix. 34. and ver. 3. of this chapter) now sanc- 
tified themselves, that they might perform their office; 
there being many sacrifices to be offered upon this day. 
(Sec upon Deut. xvi. 2.) 

Ver. 16. And they stood in their places, after their man- 
ner, according to the law of Moses, the man of God.] That 
they might dispatch their business the more readily. 



Tlie priests sprinkled the bhod, which they received of 
the Iiand of the Levites.] Private persons, as well as the 
Levites, might receive the blood from the beast, but the 
priests alone could sprinkle it. 

Ver. 17. For there were many in the congregation that 
were not sanctified; therefore the Levites had the charge of 
the killing of the passover.] The passover doth not only 
signify the paschal lamb, but all the sacrifices that accom- 
panied it, as I have shewn in the forcnamed place, (Deut. 
xvi. 2.) 

For every one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto 
the Lord.] Abundance of the people that came to keep this 
Passover were not clean ; and therefore there needed the 
more sacrifices to be offered for their cleansing, which 
was one reason why the Levites were employed in it, 
otherwise there had not been a sufficient number to per- 
form this duty. 

Ver. 18. For a multitude of the people, even many of 
Ephraim, and Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not 
cleansed themselves.] And therefore ought not, according to 
the law, to have come to fc the sanctuary, much less eaten 
the passover. 

Yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was writ- 
ten.] They did not understand, after such a long night of 
ignorance and superstition, what ceremonies were required 
for their cleansing; or rather, they had not time to use 
them. Yet, having an eager and pious desire to comme- 
morate their wonderful deliverance out of the Egyptian 
bondage, they were permitted in their uncleanness to eat 
the passover, lest they should be discouraged, if they were 
denied it, in their return to the true religion. 

But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, Tlie good Lord 
pardon every one.] He had a confidence that God was so 
gracious, that he would not stand strictly upon thd ob- 
servation of external rites, when he saw men's hearts ho- 
nest and upright. 

Ver. 19. That prepareth his Jieart to seek God, the Lord 
God of his fathers.] Who with pure and holy intentions 
came disposed to worship God, and acknowledge him to 
be the Lord. 

Though he be not cleansed according to the purification 
of the sanctuary.] But wanted such ritual purifications as 
were required of those that were admitted to worship God 
at the sanctuary. 

Ver. 20. And the Lord hearkened to Hezekiah, and 
healed the people.] Some imagine that God smote them 
with some disease, because of their impurity, which upon 
his prayer was cured. But the Scripture uses this phrase, 
for granting pardon, and freeing men from the guilt of sin, 
as is apparent from Isa. vi. 10. " Lest they should be con- 
verted, and be healed;" i. e. pardoned. 

Ver. 21. And the children of Israel, that were present at 
Jerusalem, kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days 
with great gladness.] Which was appointed to be observed 
after the killing of the passover. (Sec Exod. xii. 15, 
16, &c.) 

And the Levites and the priests praised the Lord day by 
day, singing with loud instruments unto the Lord.] All the 
seven days they sang praises to God with music, when the 
sacrifices were offered. 

Ver. 22. And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the 
Jjevites that taught the good knowledge of the Lord.] He 
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encouraged them to continue to instruct the people more 
fully in their duty, by commending them for their care 
and diligence; and promising, it is likely, to reward them, 
for what they had done in propagating the true knowledge 
of God. 

And they did eat throughout the feast seven days, offering 
peace-offerings, and making confession to the Lord God of 
their fathers.] Acknowledging his great goodness unto 
them, which is called confessing, in the holy language, 
(1 Chron. xvi. 23, 24.) 

Ver. 23. And the whole assembly took counsel to keep 
other seven days.] They advised, it is likely, with those 
mentioned ver. 2. 

And they kept other seven days with gladness.] They did 
not observe other seven days of unleavened bread, but of- 
fered sacrifices, with praises and thanksgivings, and feast- 
ing seven days. 

Ver. 24. For Hezekiah king ofJudah did give to the con- 
gregation a thousand buttocks, and seven thousand sheep; 
and the princes gave to the congregation a thousand but- 
tocks, and ten thousand sheep.] Part of these sacrifices was 
offered unto God, and the priests had another part, and the 
rest was distributed to the multitude, that they might feast 
and be merry all the seven days, which was an extraordi- 
nary solemnity; but by this means not only all the Israelites 
were provided for who kept this great feast, but all the 
strangers also that came with them to Jerusalem. 

And a great number of the priests sanctified themselves.] 
So that there was a sufficient number to offer the sacri- 
fices, and to sprinkle the blood, though not to flay them all. 

Ver. 25. And all the congregation of Judah, with the 
priests and the Levites, and all the congregation that came 
out of Israel, and the strangers that came out of the land of 
Israel, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced.] From hence we 
may conclude, that many strangers that were in the king- 
dom of Israel became proselytes, at this time, to the true 
religion revived in Judah. 

Ver. 26. So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for since 
tlie time of Solomon, tlie son of David king of Israel, there 
was not the like in Jerusalem.] He held a wonderful great 
feast for a vast number of people fourteen days, as we read 
1 Kings viii. 65. 

Ver. 27. Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed 
the people.] That is, such of the Levites as were priests 
stood up and dismissed the congregation with a blessing: 
for it was their office alone to bless, (1 Chron. xxiii. 13.) 
and this blessing is ordained in the law of Moses, by a Di- 
vine commandment, (Numb. vi. 22, 23.) and was continued 
by them as long as the sanctuary stood. Yea, it was used, 
if we may believe the Jews, not only in the temple, but in 
the synagogues ; not only in the land of Canaan, but in all 
countries where they met to worship God, and they think 
themselves bound to it by the Divine law. (See Cam- 
pegius Vitringa, in his book de Synagoga Veteri, par. ii. 
lib. iii. cap. 20.) 

And their voice was heard, and their prayer came up to his 
holy dwelling-place, even unto heaven.] This shews that 
their blessing was a prayer to God to bless them, of which the 
blessing ordained by Moses is a proof. And, perhaps, God 
at this time, by some visible token, testified his acceptance 
of them : but it is not likely the Divine writer would have 
concealed such a miracle. 



CHAP. XXXI. 

Ver. 1. jyiOW, when all this was finished.] In the latter end 
of the second month, after the Passover and the following 



festivals were over, and they had received good instructions 
from the pious Levites, (xxx. 22.) they now produced the 
fruit of all this, by destroying the monuments of idolatry. 

All Israel that were present went out to the cities of Judah, 
and brake the images in pieces, and cut down the groves, and 
threw down the high places and the altars.'] Which Ahaz 
hadmade in all the fenced cities of Judah, (xxviii. 25.) 

Out of all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim also and Ma- 
nasseh, until they had utterly destroyed them all.] They had 
no authority in the kingdom of Israel, to which Ephraim 
and Manasseh belonged : but some think, that as Hezekiah 
sent letters to all Israel to come and keep the Passover, so 
he went by a Divine motion to those tribes which were 
nearest to him,. and, without the consent of Hosheakingof 
Israel, destroyed their images, and other idolatrous monu- 
ments. But these words may signify no more than that he 
did this in all parts of Ephraim and Manasseh, who were 
fallen off to Judah, and come under his government, (chap, 
xv. 9.) 

Tlien all the children of Israel returned, every man to his 
possession, into their own cities.] This argues great zeal, that 
they would not return home till they had done all they could 
to establish and promote true religion. Of so great import 
it is (as Pellicanus here observes) to have a good king, 
and a well-instructed people. 

Ver. 2. And Hezekiah appointed the courses of the priests, 
and the Levites after their courses, every man according to 
his service.'] He restored the order which David had insti- 
tuted ; which had been interrupted since the days of Jeho- 
shaphat, who walked in the ways of David, (chap. xvii. 3.) 

The priests and the Levites for burnt-offerings, and for 
peace-offerings, to minister, and to give thanks, and to praise.] 
Not only upon such solemn feasts as the Passover (which 
they had lately kept), but every day they sung praise to 
God, when the sacrifices were offered. 

In the gates of the tents of the Lord.] That is, in the 
Lord's house ; which anciently was a tent, as he represents 
to David, 2 Sam. vii. 6. And all houses were called by 
that name, Psal. lxix. 25. 

Ver. 3. He appointed also the king's portion of his sub- 
stance for the burnt-offerings, to wit, for the morning and 
evening burnt-offerings, and the burnt-offerings for the sab- 
batlis, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is 
written in the law of the Lord.] There was a particular saj 
crifice, I suppose, offered for the king every day, at his own 
cost and charge. Besides which, Hezekiah likewise main- 
tained the morning and evening sacrifices every day, and 
especially on the sabbaths, and new moons, and solemn 
feasts : because the condition of the people was so low, 
that they could not every one pay the tax that was laid on 
them on purpose for the maintenance of these sacrifices. 
Yet the first-fruits and the tenths he ordered to be carefully 
paid, as it here follows. And these words it is possible may 
mean no more, but that he made an allowance out of his 
own estate, for the support of all the expenses, ordinary 
and extraordinary, at the altar. 

Ver. 4. Moreover, he commanded the people that dwelt 
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in Jerusalem.] That by their good example others might 
bo stirred up to their duty. 

To give the portion of the priests and the Levites, that 
they might be encouraged in the lata of the Lord.] For the 
service of God could not bo maintained, unless there was 
a duo provision made for the maintenance of his ministers, 
who were always supported out of the public stock. For 
they who minister to the community, ought by the law of 
nature (as Estius well observes) to be maintained by it. 
For their ministry is not appointed for themselves, but for 
the salvation of all the people. 

Ver. 5. .And as soon as the commandment came abroad, 
the children of Israel brought m abundance the first-fruits of 
coryi, wine, and oil, and honey.'] The Targum translates 
the w;ord honey of dates, as the Jews commonly understand 
it, and so expound Deut. viii. 8. where seven sorts of 
things are mentioned, of which they brought the first-fruits. 
But though honey was not offered in sacrifice to God 
(which is their reason why they will not here understand 
honey, properly so called), yet I see no reason why they 
might not bring the first-fruits of it, and give it to the 
priests for their own use. 

And of all the increase of the field.]. Which Kimchi ex- 
pounds of the fruits of the rest of the trees; viz. fig-trees 
and pomegranates. t , 

And all the tithe of all things brought they in abun- 
dantly.] They paid tithe, saith he, not only of the corn, 
but of the fruit-trees, and of the herbs, which were not due 
by the law: such herbs as those mentioned by our Saviour, 
mint, anise, and cummin; (Matt, xxiii. 23.) though these 
seem to have been of a later date, invented by the Pharisees. 
* Ver. 6. And concerning the children of Israel and Judah, 
Oiai dwelt in the city of Judah.] As many of the Israelites 
as were under the power and dominion of Judah, did the 
samp that they did. 

. v They also brought in the tithe of oxen and sheep.] As 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem had brought in the tithe of 
such things as are forementioned, which they had in their 
storehouses; so they in the country brought in also the tithe 
of oxen and sheep, which were not kept in the cities. 

And the tithe of holy things ivhich were consecrated vnto 
the Lord their God.] That is, saith Jarchi, the tithe which 
the Levites paid to the priests. But Kimchi takes it for 
things consecrated, which they had dedicated to God's ser- 
vice; of which they also gave tithe, though they were 
exempted from the law of the tithing. 
. And laid them by heaps.] In a great abundance, as is bc- 
foresaid. 

Ver. 7. In the third month they began to lay the founda- 
tion of the heaps, and finished them in the seventh month.] 
They began to. offer first-fruits in the third month, when 
their harvest began; and finished the tithing in the seventh 
month, when their harvest was ended, (Exod. xxiii. 16.) 

Ver. 8. And when Ilezekiah and the princes came and 
saw the heaps, they blessed the Lord and his people Israel.] 
They gave thanks to God, who had given them such plenty 
of good things, and likewise given them a heart to offer so 
plentifully: and they commended the people, and prayed 
God to increase their store. For, that is the meaning of 
blessing the people, praising, their liberality, and praying 
God to reward it. 
. Ver. -9/ Then Ilezekiah questioned, \vith the priests, and 



the Levites concerning the heaps.] Asking them, as some 
understand it, what they meant to, let them lie so care- 
lessly, as if they were neglected, and did not lay them up 
in some safe place. But others think he means, how it 
came to pass, that there were still such great heaps left, 
and no more spent. Which the following answer seems to 
favour, though the next words incline to tho.formcr. 

Ver. 10. And Azariah the chief priest, of the house of 
Zqdoh] The head of the family of the priests, of the line ~ 
ofZadok. .... 

Answered' him, and said, Since the people began to bring 
the offerings into the house of the Lord.] Which was from 
the very beginning of harvest. . . 

We have had enough to eat, and have left plenty: for the 
Lord hath blessed his people; and that which is left is this 
great store. ] His meaning seems to be, that they had not 
spared to make use of the plentiful provision which was 
brought to them; and had also laid up as much as they 
had room to receive, and all these heaps were still left. 

Ver. 11. Tlten Ilezekiah commanded to prepare chambers 
in the house of the Lord ; and they prepared them.] To 
build new>storehouses, besides those which Solomon had 
made; because there .was .not room enough wherein to lay 
all the offerings, and tithes, and other dedicated things. 

Ver. 12. And brought in the offerings, and the tithes, 
and the dedicated things, faithfully : over which Cononiah 
the Levife.ioas ruler, and Shimei his brother ivas the next.] 
As he took care they should all be faithfully laid up, so 
he set trusty persons to see that they were no less faithfully 
preserved, for their proper uses. Of which these two 
brethren were the chief. > - - 

Ver. 13. And Jehiel, and Azaziah, and Nahath, and 
Asahel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eliel, and Isma- 
chiah, and Mahath, and Benaiah, were overseers, under the 
hand of Cononiah and Shiinei his brother.] These were in- 
ferior officers, under the command of the two forenamed 
brethren, who had the principal oversight, and these were 
assistant to them. 

At the commandment of Ilezekiah the king, and Azariah 
the ruler of the houseofGod.] For so it was ordered by the 
king, with the advice of Azariah, who was before mentioned 
(ver. 10.) as a chief person among the priests. . 

Ver. 14. AndKore, thesonoflmnah theLevite, the porter 
towards the east.] At the entrance of the house of God. 
. Was over the free-will-offerings of God, to distribute the 
oblations of the Lord.] Unto the priests and Levites, to 
w T hose uses they were appropriated by God: or, as some 
think, to give out so much flour, oil, wine, frankincense, &c. 
as was necessary for the sacrifices. 

And the most holy things.] So they called the burnt-offer- 
ings, and the offerings for sin, and the trespass-offerings, 
and the two lambs for peace-offerings, on the last day of 
the feast of tabernacles, as Beckius observes out of Mai- 
mouides. v 

Ver. 15. And next him were Eden, and Mini amin, andJe* 
shna, and Shemaiah, Amariah f and Shechauiah, in the cities 
of the priests, in their set office, to give to their brethren by 
courses, as well to the great as to the small.] These were to 
take care of those who stayed in their cities, while others 
came in their courses to wait at Jerusalem. None of which 
j wanted. the portion allotted to them, both for themselves 
and for their little children. 
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• Ver. 16.- Besides their genealogy of males, from three 
years old and upward, even tmto every one that entereth 
into the house of the Lord, his daily portion for their service 
in their charges, according to their courses*'] Though none 
of the Levites were permitted to come into the house of the 
Lord, to do service, till they were twenty years old ; yet 
their males (as Mr. Selden observes from this place), who 
were three years old or. more, were allowed to come into 
the temple with their parents; and in the distribution, the 
other infants being pretermitted, these were provided for. 
Kimchi here observes, that males under three years old 
were not capable of entering into the house of the Lord: 
but females, neither then, nor after they were older, were 
capable of this privilege. 

Ver. 17.. Both to the genealogy of the priests by the house 
of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty years old and 
upward, in .their charges, by their courses.] These words 
twenty years old (as the same great person observes) relate 
not to the priests, but to the Levites: who, according to 
the law of Moses, were not obliged to their function, till 
they were thirty years old, Numb. iv. 3. But David, in 
the latter end of his reign, a little before the building of the 
temple, admitted them to officiate at the age of twenty 
years, 1 Chron. xxiii. 2G, 27. (See Selden, de Succession. 
ad Pontif. lib. ii. cap. 4.) 

Ver. 18. And to the genealogy of all their tittle ones, their 
wives, and their sons, and their daughters, through all the 
congregation.] The forenamed officers gave to every family 
their portion; not only to the priests, but to their wives 
and children : of which (it appears by these verses) an ex- 
act register was kept, according to which they made their 
distribution. 

For in their set office they sanctified themselves in holiness.] 
Or rather, according to the Hebrew, For in faith, or with 
fidelity (some translate it in the margin in trust), they sanc- 
tified themselves in holiness; that is, attended upon their 
ministry at the house of God, nothing doubting they should 
be provided of all things necessary. For this seems to be 
a reason, why such care was taken of their wives and chil- 
dren, because their husbands were wholly given up to the 
service of God, and could not follow any other employment 
whereby to provide for the maintenance of their families. 
< Ver. 19. Alsoof the sons of Aaron the priests, which tvere 
in the fields of the suburbs of their cities, in every several 
city.] Care was taken of those that lived in the country, 
though at the greatest distance, as well as of those that 
lived in or near Jerusalem, or waited in their courses there. 
They that were not in waiting, but at home with their fami- 
lies, had provision made for them, as if they had been at 
the house of God. 

The mm that were expressed by name, to give portions to 
all the males among the priests, and to all that were reckoned 
by genealogies among the Levites.'] The forenamed persons 
were entrusted with this business, to see that none wanted 
a maintenance. 

Ver. 20. And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, 
andwrought that tvhichwasgood, and right, and truth, before 
the Lord his God.] Whatsoever he thought was pleasing to 
God, conformable to the law, and profitable for his people, 
he performed with integrity of heart. 

Ver. 21. And in every work that he began in the service 
of the house of God, and in the law, and in the command- 



ments, to seek his God, he did it with allhisjieart, and pros- 
pered.] Whatsoever he went about, either for the advance- 
ment of religion, or the good government of his people, he 
did it sincerely, and with great zeal ; so that God prospered 
him both in peace and in war. 
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Ver. 1. xiiFTER these things, and the establishment there- 
of] After the reformation of religion, and the establish- 
ment of it, by settling the maintenance of the priests and 
Levites (whom he appointed, according to the ordinance 
of David, to attend in their courses), he prospered so, that 
he resolved to be subject no longer to the king of Assyria : 
who thereupon came and invaded his country, (2 Kings 
xviii. 7.) 

Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into 
Judah.] This was in the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Hezekiah, 2 Kings xviii. 13. 

And encamped against the fenced cities."] Many of which 
he took: God thinking fit to try the faith of Hezekiah, and, 
by disappointing Sennacherib, to get himself the greater 
glory. 

And thought to win them for himself] To conquer the 
whole country, even Jerusalem itself. 

* Ver. 2. And when Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib was 
come, and that he was purposed to fight against Jerusalem*] 
His success puffed him up, so that he designed, as plainly 
appeared, to besiege the capital city of the kingdom. 

Ver. 3. He took counsel with his princes and his mighty 
men.] Though the prophet Isaiah had assured him of God's 
protection, he did not neglect to consult the best means of 
his preservation. > . 

To stop the waters of the fountains which were without the 
city.] To fill them up with earth, that it might not be known 
there was any water there; which they turned another 
way, and by pipes and channels under ground brought it to 
Jerusalem.- 

And they did help him.] Assisted him in this work. 
- Ver. 4. So there was gathered much people together, tvho 
stopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran through the 
midst of the land.] That is Gihon, as Kimchi understands 
it; which some take to be Kidron. It was no easy thing 
to dry up this brook : but it is supposed the head of it 
was not far from the city, which being stopped up they di- 
verted the current, and, by conveyance under ground, 
brought it into great pits within the city ; which received 
the water for the use of the people. 

For we read afterward (ver. 30.) of his stopping up a 
course of water, which was above; and bringing it down 
to this west side of the city. 

Saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and find 
much water?] Water was scarce in this country; therefore 
they thought it prudent to distress their enemies by the 
want of it. He speaks of kings, in the plural number 
either because there were many kings that served under 
the king of Assyria, or because he was the great king, as 
he styled himself. 

Ver. 5. Also he strengthened himself, and built up all the 
wall that was broken.] There was a great breach made in It 
by Joash Icing of Israel in the days of Amaziah:(chap.xxv. 
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23.) which, I suppose, was repaired in his son's days, who 
was a very powerfid prince, (chap. xxvi. 9.) and therefore 
he speaks hero of some other breach, which had been made 
since that timo; and perhaps in the same place, where 
through neglect the wall might possibly bo fallen down. 

And raised it up to the toivers.] It was broken down 
from the gate of Ephraim to the corner-gate (as we read in 
the forenamed places), where there were towers, for the de- 
fence of the gates, unto which he carried the wall : so that 
it was entirely raised up again. 

And another wall without.] Ho compassed the city with 
another wall without the old one ; for its stronger defence. 
And repaired Millo in the city of David.] Some under- 
stand by Millo the wall that was about Zion, on the north 
part of the city: or the street within the city from the pa- 
lace to the temple. Which he repaired, that is, fortified 
and made strong with a wall, to defend the entrance of it. 

And made darts and shields in abundance.'] Both offensive 
and defensive weapons ; of which he took care there should 
be no want. 

Ver. 6. And he set captains of war over the people, and 
gathered them together to him in the street of the gate of the 
city.] In the street of the principal gate, which was very 
large. 

And spake comfortably to them, saying.] Encouraged 
them to stand by him, in defence of their city, religion, and 
liberties : which he assured them God would protect, as it 
follows in the next verse. 

Ver. 7. Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dis- 
mayed for the king ofAssyria,norfor allthemidtitude that 
is with him: for there be more withns than with him.] It is 
the part of a good commauder to shew himself undaunted 
before his soldiers; but especially to persuade them, that, 
having a good cause, God is on their side : t which the 
Targum in the next verse explains thus, TJie Word of the 
Lord our God is our helper. Which signifies, as Beckius 
there thinks, more persons than one in the holy Trinity. 

Ver. 8. With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the 
Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our battles. And the 
people rested themselves upoii the words ofHezekiah king of 
Judah.] Relied on what he said, as if it had been spoken 
to them by God himself. 

Ver. 9. After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send 
his servants to Jerusalem (but he himself laid siege against 
Lachish,and all his power with him), unto Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and unto all Judah, that were at Jerusalem, saying.] 
See 2 Kings xviii. 17,&c.in which place, and in chap. xix. 
10, &c. the following speech is set down more largely; 
which here is abridged. 

Ver. 10. Thus saith Sennacherib king of Assyria, Where- 
on do ye trust, that ye abide in the siege of Jerusalem?] 
See 2 Kings xviii. 19. The last words seem to signify, that 
for fear of the king of Assyria, they durst not stir out of the 
gates of Jerusalem: for so we translate the last words in 
the margin, the strong hold of Jerusalem. 

Ver. 11. Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over 
yourselves to die by famine and by thirst, saying, The Lord 
our God shall deliver us out of the hand of the king of As- 
syria ?] See2 Kings xviii. 22. He did not intend, it appears 
by this, to storm the city, but to keep them pent up till 
they were starved. 

Ver. 12. Hath not the same Hezekiah taken away his high 



places and his altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusa- 
lem, saying, Ye shall ruorship before one altar, and burn in- 
cense upon it?] It is evident from hence, that the worship 
of one God alone was known to be the religion of the Jews. 
But Sennacherib would have had them believe, Hezekiah 
had dishonoured him by confining his worship and service 
to one narrow corner: which was beforo diffused and 
spread all over the city and country; and therefore would 
not help them. (See there, 2 Kings xviii. 22.) 

Ver. 13. Know ye not what I and my fathers have done 
unto all tlte people of other lands? were the gods of the na- 
tions of those lands any xvays able to deliver their lands out 
of mine hand?] If the Lord had a mind to help them, he 
would have them believe that he was not able : because no 
gods had been able to deliver those that worshipped them 
from his power. 

Ver. 14. Who was there among all the gods of those na- 
tions, that my fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver 
his people out of mine hand 7 that your God should be able to 
deliver you out of mine hand?] Upon this argument he en- 
larges himself very much in 2 Kings xviii. 32 — 35. 

Ver. 15. Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor 
persuadeyou in this manner, neither yet believe him: for no 
god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people 
out of mine hand, and out of the hand of my fathers; how 
much less shall your God deliver you out of mine hand?] 
See 2 Kings xviii. 29, 30." 

Ver. 16. And his servants spake yet more against the- 
Lord God, and against his servant Hezekiah.] The Targum 
translates it, Tliey spake perversely against the Word of the 
Lord God, &c. Which plainly declares, that paraphrast, 
took the Word of God to be a Divine person, whose servant 
Hezekiah was. 

Ver. 17. He wrote also letters to rail on the JLord God of 
Israel, and to speak against him, saying.] One of these 
letters is set down at large in 2 Kings xix, 9 — 14. 

As the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered 
their people out of mine hand, so shall not the God ofHeze- 
kiah deliver his people out of mine hand.] He insists upon 
this so often and so long, it being the most popular argu- 
ment he could use. 

Y cr. 18. Then they cried with a loud voice, in the Jew? 
speech, unto the people of Jerusalem that were on the wall, 
to affright them, and to trouble them, that they might take 
the city.] By a surrender- of it into their hand. (See 
2 Kings xviii. 26, 27, &c.) 

Ver. 19. And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, 
as against the gods of the people of the earth, which were 
the ivork of the hands of man.] They ignorantly fancied, 
there was no difference between the God of the universe, 
whom the Jews worshipped, and the gods of particular 
countries, who pretended to no power but only there: 
though in truth they had no power at all, being made by 
those that worshipped them. 

Ver. 20. And for this cause Hezekiah the king, and the 
prophet Isaiah, the son ofAmoz s prayed and cried to heaven.] 
See 2 Kings xix. 1, 2, &c. 25, 26, &c. 

Ver. 21. And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all 
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains, in 
the camp of the king of Assyria.] With a vast number of 
common soldiers, as we read 2 Kings xix. 35. The Hebrew 
text no where mentions tho name of angel, nor of the time 
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of the year when this stroke was given, nor the kind of 
plague whereby they were destroyed : but the Targum 
saith, The Word of the Lord sent Gabriel to do this execu- 
tion, who in the Passover night smote them with lightning. 
Which is related in the Babylonian Talmud, after the same 
manner, as Beckius observes upon the Targum. 

One would think, that Artabanus had read or heard 
something of this sudden and dreadful overthrow, when he 
dissuaded Xerxes from invading Greece, being swoln with 
confidence that nothing could withstand him. " Dost thou 
not observe (saith he) how the highest and magnificent 
buildings are wont to be struck with thunder, when the 
lower escape ? $ikhi yap 6 Oebg ra xrrrepixovra iravra Ko\ofaiv, 
for God loves to depress all things that are lifted up." And 
a little after, in the same speech, he admonishes him, Oi 
yap la <f>pov(uv a^Xov p.(ya 6 Qtbg tj lavrov" for God doth 
not allow any other to think highly of themselves, but only 
himself. (Herodotus, lib. vii. cap. 10.) 

So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And 
when he was come into the house of his god, they that came 
forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword.'] See 
2 Kings xix. 37. And with him the Assyrian empire began 
to fall, and never recovered its former strength, though it 
still continued in great power. For the next year after 
Sennacherib's death the Medes revolted, being encouraged 
to it, no doubt, by this great defeat at Jerusalem : and by 
their example several other nations fell off from the Assy- 
rians and asserted their liberty, as Hermannus Conringius 
hath observed out of Herodotus, in his Adversaria Chrono- 
logica, cap. 4. But still their monarchy continued, as ap- 
pears by what follows in the next chapter of this book. 

Ver. 22. Thus the Lord saved Hezekiah, and the inhabit- 
ants of Jerusalem, from the hand of Sennacherib the king of 
Assyria, and from the hand of all other, and guided them on 
every side.] That is, defended them from all their enemies ; 
just as a shepherd doth his sheep, whom he leads into 
places of safety. 

Ver. 23. And many brought gifts unto the Lord to Jeru- 
salem, and presents to Hezekiah king ofJudah.] His neigh- 
bours were* so far from molesting him, that many came to 
worship God, and to do honour to Hezekiah, who was so 
highly in God's favour. 

So that he was magnified in the sight of all nations from 
thenceforth.'} That is, all the neighbouring countries, who 
heard of these things, had him in great esteem. 

Ver. 24. In those days Hezekiah was sick to the death, 
and prayed unto the Lord: and he spake unto him, and he 
gave him a sign.'] Or, as it is in the margin, wrought a mira- 
cle for him. See a large account of this in the twentieth 
chapter of the second book of the Kings, and my annota- 
tions there. Unto which this may be added, that Pliny 
saith, The application of a very fat fig to a hard swelling is 
a present remedy ; " Carbunculi, si sine ulcere est, quam 
pinguissimum ficumimponi,pene singulare reraedium est/' 
(lib.xxiii. Nat. Histor. cap. 7.) But the schechin where- 
with Hezekiah laboured (which we translate bile) was not 
of this sort: for the word signifies the worst kind of ulcers : 
and therefore there was nothing in this application of a 
lump of figs to lessen the wonder. 

Ver. 25. But Hezekiah rendered not again according to 
the benefit done unto him.] In his deliverance from so 
powerful an enemy as he could not resist: and from such 



a dangerous disease, as was incurable, without the special 
hand of God. 

For his heart was lifted up.] By the embassy sent to him 
from the king of Babylon, who came to inquire of the 
wonder done in the land. Which, together with the slaugh- 
ter of Sennacherib's army, his shameful retreat, the pre- 
sents which had been sent him from other countries, and 
the fame which he had got, made him have too high an opi- 
nion; though not of his power, which was very small ; yet 
of his piety, which was very great. But instead of making 
him thankful, he grew so presumptuous of God's favour as 
to be forgetful of his benefits. 

Tlierefore tltere was wrath upon him, and upon Judah 
and Jerusalem.] Who, it seems, were as insensible as him- 
self of the mercies they had received : contenting them- 
selves, that they were not idolaters, though they were not 
truly pious, and mindful of God's benefits. 

Ver. 26. Notwithstanding Hezekiah humbled himself for 
the pride of his heart.] Upon the admonition which the pro- 
phet Isaiah gave him; and the severe sentence he pro- 
nounced against him, and his family. 

(Both he and the inhabitants of Jerusalem).] Who were 
awakened by the same threatening. 

So that the wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the 
days of Hezekiah.] But peace and truth were in his days, 
as he speaks, 2 Kings xx. 19. ' 

Ver. 27. And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and 
honour: and he made himself treasuries for silver, and' for 
gold, and for precious stones, and for spices, and for shields, 
and for all manner of pleasant jewels.] All which he shewed 
to the king of Babylon's ambassadors, (2 Kings xx. 13.) 

Ver. 28. Storehouses also for the increase of corn, and 
wine, and oil; and stalls for all manner of beasts, and cotes 
for flocks.] In the Hebrew the words are, for beast and 
beast; that is, every beast: as in Esther ix. 21. Year and 
year; that is, every year: and ver. 28. Generation and 
generation ; i. e. every generation. 

Ver. 29. Moreover he provided him cities, and possessions 
of flocks and herds in abundance; for God had given him 
substance very much.] The great riches of these countries 
consisted in abundance of cattle, of all sorts, as I have 
often observed. 

Ver. 30. This same Hezekiah also stopped the upper wa- 
ter-course of Gihon.] He seems to speak of the same thing 
which is mentioned before, ver. '4. being a work of such 
great labour and art, that Ezra thought fit to make it me- 
morable, by taking a more particular notice of it, among 
his great works. From the mention of the upper water- 
course, Kimchi gathers, there were several streams of this 
torrent. 

And brought it straight down to the west side of the city 
of David.] The rivulet, I suppose, had many windings be- 
fore, and did not come straight down to the city, as now it 
was made to do. 

And Hezekiah prospered in all his works.] It is likely, 
he contrived many other things for the benefit of the city of 
Jerusalem; none of which miscarried. 

Ver. 31. Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of 
the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to inquire of the 
wonder that was done in the land.] Which is mentioned at 
large, 2 Kings xx. 10, 11. Isa. xxxviii. 7, 8. In the former 
of which places I have endeavoured to give an account of 
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it.' But Bochartus, I find, strongly opposes the opinion of 
the body of the sun's going back: in his Canaan, lib. i. 
cap. 14. p. 4. where he observes, that tho Scripture in both 
places speaks of the shadow's going back ten degrees; and 
tlien it is said, the sun went back, that is, the shadow of the 
sun, or the light of the sun, which succeeded to the going 
back of the shadow. And it must be confessed, that if the 
sun had gone back, it would not have been a miracle in 
Judca alone, but all the world over: and the king of Ba- 
bylon needed not have sent to inquire about the wonder in 
that land, because it would have been a wonder in his land, 
and in all lands, as well as in Judca. And so it was, for I 
have observed there out of Herodotus, that in Egypt they 
knew something of the unusual motion of the sun: and, 
perhaps, they now observed it in Babylon, and only sent to 
inquire whether Isaiah foretold it, which was a great won- 
der. I have met also with one, who thinks, that the Baby- 
lonians being worshippers of the sun, it was part of Heze- 
kiah's sin, that he did not take this occasion to persuade 
the ambassadors to worship God, who made and com- 
manded the sun; and could stop the course of it when he 
pleased. 

God left him, to try him, that he might know all that was 
in his heart.] God suffered him to behave himself accord- 
ing to his own inclinations, without any specialmotion 
from him; that Hezekiah might know he was not so strong 
as he imagined, if he were left to himself without God. But 
it is generally thought, the last words relate rather to God : 
who made proof of him, as he had done of many other 
good men, whether he would entirely obey him, or not. 
He tries none in that sense of which St. James speaks ; 
viz. for an ill intent, or to lead men to destruction ; but for 
a good end, to improve them, and bring them to salvation. 
Thus he tempted Abraham, Gen. xxii. 1. and the children 
of Israel, Exod. xv. 25. xvi. 5. and Ezekiel, and many 
others, that it might appear how they stood affected to him : 
which God, no doubt, knew, and now saw the pride and 
vanity that lurked in Hezekiah's heart: which was hid from 
every one but God himself, who now suffered him to dis- 
cover it for his humiliation. For it was a greater crime to 
be again puffed up, as he had been before his dangerous 
sickness. 

Ver. 32. Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and his 
goodness, behold, they are turitten in the vision of Isaiah the 
prophet, the son of Amoz.] Who hath recorded his prayer, 
which he made to God in his sickness. 

And in the book of the Kings ofJudah and Israel.'] See 
xxvii. 7. 

Ver. 33. And Hezekiah slept ivith his fathers, and they 
buried him in the chiefest of the sepulchres of the sons of 
David.] Which was a part of that honour which they did 
him, mentioned in the next words ; for he deserved it above 
all the kings which they had since the time of David. 

And all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem did him 
honour at his death.] Buried him, perhaps, with such so- 
lemnity and expenses as were made at the funeral of king 
Asa, chap. xvi. 14. Maimonides saith, they appointed a 
company of students in the law to sit at his sepulchre, and 
to mourn seven days together. (See Schickard, in his Jus 
Itegium, p. 173.) But this I look upon as merely rab- 
binical. 

And Manasseh his son reigned in his stead. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

Ver. 1. IfJLANASSEH was twelve years old when he began: 
to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem.] 
See 2 Kings, chap. xxi. 1. where his mother's name is set 
down, which is here omitted. 

Ver. 2. But did that which was evil in the' sight of the 
Lord, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the 
Lord had cast out before the children of Israel.] The very 
same words are in the forenamed place, ver. 2. And here 
it follows, ver. 9. that he did worse than those abominable 
heathens; not only committing all the sins of his forefa- 
thers, but endeavouring to exceed them, and leave nothing , 
undone wholly to subvert the worship of God. 

Ver. 3. For he built again the high places, which Heze- 
kiah his father had broken down, and he reared up altars 
for Baalim.] Imitated Ahab king of Israel, as it is ex- 
plained there, 2 Kings xxi. 3. 

And made groves, and worshipped all the host of heaven; 
and served them.] These groves, I suppose, were made„ 
about the temple, which was utterly forbidden, (Deut. xvi. 
21.) being a heathenish rite, (Judg. vi. 25.) and mentioned 
by Isaiah (lxvi. 17.) among the abominable idolatries which 
they practised secretly in their gardens. Yet the Jews in 
aftertimes did plant trees about their proseuchce, their ora- 
tories, or places of prayer, as Scaliger observes in his 
Fragmenta, at the end of his book de Emend. Temporum, 
p. 25. But they w r cre not in the law touching the temple. 

Ver. 4. Also he built altars in the house of the Lord.] In 
the court of the priests. (See 2 Kings xxi. 4.) 

Wliereof the Lord had said, In Jerusalem shall my name 
be for ever.] This was the greater profanation, because God' 
had chosen this place to settle his presence in it. 
- Ver. 5. And he built altars for all the host of heaven, in 
the two courts of the house of the Lord.] In the court of the 
people of Israel, and in the court of the gentiles. (See 
there, ver. 5.) 

Ver. 6. And he caused his children to pass through the fire 
in the valley of the son of Hinnom.] There is mention made 
only of his son in the book of the Kings, but here of his* 
children, whom he consecrated to Moloch. 

Also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used 
witchcraft, anddealtwith a familiar spirit, and with wizards ■; 
he wrought much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him 
to anger.] He seems to have studied to find out what God 
had forbidden in his law, that he might practise it. (See 
there, 2 Kings xxi. 6.) 

Ver. 7. And he set a carved image (the idol which he had 
made) in the house of God, of which God had said to David, 
and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, 
which I have chosen before all the tribes of Israel, will I put 
my name for ever.] This verso and the next are the same, 
with 2 Kings xxi. 7, 8. where see my annotations. I shall 
only add here, that this seems to have been an imago of 
more than ordinary note, which he set up with a great deal 
of ceremony. For among the heathens, whom he imitated, 
images did not become gods, that is, were not made objects 
of worship, till being placed in the most holy part of their 
temples, there they were consecrated by being anointed 
and crowned by sacrifices, prayers, and adorations; and 
then setting up candles burning before them : all which 
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was concluded with a festival, which sometimes was made 
anniversary. Many plain instances there are of this, par^ 
ticulaily in Minutius Felix, who mentions the unction, 
coronation, adoration, and prayers, whereby they were 
consecrated. 

Ver. 8. Neither will I any more remove the foot of Israel 
from out of the land which I have appointed for your fa- 
thers; so that they will take heed to do all that I have 
commanded them, according to the whole lata, and the sta- 
tutes and the ordinances by the hand of Moses. 

Ver. 9. So Manasseh made Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen, whom 
the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel.'] A 
most prodigious change, from the height of piety in his 
father's time into the sink of impiety in this : which 
strange vicissitude of things should admonish us not to be 
secure, as Victorinus Strigelius notes. Who being pro- 
fessor of theology at Heidelburg, left this remark in his 
lectures on this place near a hundred and forty years ago : 
. ",Now we have the word of God abundantly, in all wis- 
dom; and pious princes patronise both those that preach, 
and those that learn the gospel. But this plenty of the 
word we now enjoy (I tremble to speak it, but I must speak 
it; because it will come to pass) shall be taken away: and 
that sad mournful time will come, when the public as- 
semblies of the church shall be scattered, and a few pious 
souls shall meet with fear in a corner, to communicate 
among themselves the fragments of the heavenly doctrine, 
and give God thanks for those remainders;" which we have 
seen fulfilled in that country, and in France, and other 
places. 

Ver. 10. And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his peo- 
ple.] By his servants the prophets. (See ver. 18.) The 
Jews say in Seder Olam Rabba, (cap. 20.) that Joel, Na- 
hum, and Habakkuk, prophesied in his time^ but he was 
so wicked, that they would not so much as mention his 
name in the beginning of their prophecies, which is not a 
good reason. 

But they would not hearken.] Neither he nor his people 
regarded what they said. 

, Ver. 11. IVIierefore the Lord brought upon them the cap- 
tains of the host of the king of Assyria.] The royal family 
failing in Babylon, the king of Assyria (Esar-haddon) 
brought that kingdom under his yoke again, and held it 
thirteen years, as primate Usher observes in his Annals. 
And he hearing, from the ambassadors of Merodach-Bala- 
dan, what great treasures were in Jerusalem, and that He- 
zckiah was dead, and Manasseh had forsaken that God 
who did such great things for his father, sent an army 
against Jrim which he could not withstand. ' 
, Which took Manasseh among the thorns.] In a thicket 
where he had hid himself, but was discovered. 

And bound him with fetters.] With iron chains fastened 
to his wrists, or to his legs, as we understand it. 

And carried him to Babylon.] Which the king of Assyria, 
it is likely, had made his scat, to secure his late conquests. 
This was in the twenty-second year of his reign, as the 
Jews compute in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 24. when they 
carried away with him the idol in Dan, according to Judg. 
xviii. 30. But however that be, it is very evident the Assy- 
rian monarchy was not fallen by the defection of the Mcdcs 
and other, nations, which I before mentioned, but still con- 
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tinued in great power; Babylon itself, which rebelled at the 
same time with the Medes, being again subdued to its obe- 
dience, as appears by their sending Manasseh bound hither. 
So that they had not only Coelo-Syria and Phoenicia, but 
Mesopotamia and Chaldea under their dominion, as Con- 
ringius observes,- in the book beforenamed, upon the fore- 
going chapter, ver. 21. How long their power continued 
the Scripture doth not tell us; but Manasseh, after his 
return from his captivity, seems to have been a free prince, 
subject unto none, maintaining forces in all his fenced 
cities, (ver. 14. of this chapter.) 

Ver. 12. And when he was in affliction, he besought the 
Lord his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God 
of his fathers.] This was three-and-thirty years before his 
death, as the Jews make account, in the book beforemen- 
tionerd." But both Kimchi andAbarbinel confess that this 
relies upon a weak foundation, as doth the other thing, that 
he was carried away in the twenty-second year 'of his 
reign. ' 

Ver. 13. And prayed unto him: and he was entreated of 
him, and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jerusalem into his kingdom. Tlien Manasseh knew that the 
Lord he was God.] So true it is that " vcxatio dat intel- 
lectum," trouble and vexation give understanding, and make 
men know God and themselves. Which is not universally 
true ; for some are far from being brought to a right sense 
by their miseries: as Ahaz, this king's grandfather, was 
never without some sore affliction or other, and yet never 
relented. But though R. Johadan was so charitable as to 
think that Manasseh had his part in the other world, yet 
the doctors in the title Sanhedrin (cap. 11. sect. 1.) exclude 
him from any portion in it, and say he was only restored 
to his kingdom, but not to life eternal. For this is the doc- 
trine they there lay down, There were three kings, and four 
private men, who have no portion in eternal life : the three 
kings are Jeroboam, Ahab, and Manasseh ; the four private 
men, Balaam, Doeg, Ahithophel, and Gehazi. But they 
have no ground for this sentence pronounced upon Ma- 
nasseh, but the wickedness of his successor; from whence 
they argue the father's repentance was not sincere. The 
folly of which sufficiently appears from this history of him 
and his father Hezekiah. 

Ver. 14. Now after* this he built a wall without the city 
of David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley, even to 
the entering in at the fish-gate, and compassed about Ophel, 
and raised it up a very great height, and put captains of 
war in alt the fenced cities of Judah.] He provided for the 
safety of his kingdom, and in the first place built a wall for 
the defence of Jerusalem; which some think was that which 
his father made, (chap, xxxii. 5.) which he repaired and 
strengthened, after it had been thrown down, perhaps by 
the king of Assyria's forces, when they carried him captive. 
The fish-gate was the gate where they sold fish (as the 
Targum expounds it), which was brought from Joppa. 
Concerning Ophel, sec xxvii. 3. 

Ver. 15. And he took away the strange gods, and the idol 
out of the house of the Lord, and all the altars that he had 
built in the mount of the house of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, 
and cast them out of the city.] He had profaned the house 
of the Lord, but had not shut up the doors as Ahaz did'; 
and therefore he is said only to have purged it from idols, 
but not to have opened it, as Jacobus Capcllus observes. 
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Here particular notice is taken of the idol mentioned ver. 7. 
which confirms what I have noted there. 

Ver. 1G. And he repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacri- 
ficed thereon peace-offerings and thank-offerings.] For hoav 
he was sensible there was no other God but the Lord, who 
had wonderfully delivered him out of captivity, and restored 
him to his kingdom, when he implored his mercy. 

And commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel.] 
This was a proof of his true repentance, that ho endea- 
voured to bring his people back to the service of God, 
whom lie had misled (ver. 9.) to the worship of idols. But, 
as Kimchi notes, he was not able to do so much good as 
he had done mischief, for the people continued their incli- 
nation to idolatry, and neglected the study of the law of 
God. For in Josiah's reign (which presently followed) it 
was matter of great surprise that they found the book of the 
law, when they were repairing the temple : the copies of it, 
as the Jews think, having been destroyed in the time of 
Manasseh and Amon. But it is not credible, which were 
preserved in the hands of the ten tribes, and without which 
the church could not have been reformed. 

Ver; 17. Nevertheless the people did sacrifice still in the 
high places, yet unto the Lord their God only.] This was 
an error so rooted, that very good kings could not correct 
it, such as Asa and Jehoshaphat, in whose days the people 
worshipped the true God but in an unlawful place, as they 
now did. 

1 Ver. 18. Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and his 
prayer unto his God, and the words of the seers that spake 
to him in the name of the Lord God of Israel, behold, they 
are written in the book of the Kings of Israel.'] So Judah is 
now called, who with Benjamin were all that were left of 
the children of Jacob, who was named Israel. But these 
books here mentioned are not those which we now have, 
but others that were lost in the captivity. 

Ver. 19. His prayer also, and how God was entreated 
of him.] He mentions his prayer again; because, I sup- 
pose, he made more than one. As if he had said, how he 
conthmed to pray till God was entreated of him. 

And all his sins, and his trespass, and the places wherein 
he built high places, and set up groves and graven images, 
before he was humbled.] This is one of the places which 
plainly prove (as I have often noted) that ascherim (which 
we translate groves) signifies not the groves themselves, 
but the images or statues which were setup in them. For 
groves are planted, not set up or erected, as it is herp said 
of Manasseh, that he set up groves : that is, dedicated and 
consecrated, as that word signifies among Greek and Ro- 
man writers. (Sec xxxiv. 1. 2 Kings xiv. 23. Jer. xvii. 2.) 

Behold, they are written among the sayings of the seers.] 
Or of Ilosai (as we translate it in the margin), who was 
a prophet, it is likely, in those times, by whom many me- 
morably things in this reign were recorded : particularly 
his prayer, which he recorded, as Isaiah did the prayer of 
Hezekiah his father. 

Ver. 20. So Maiiasseh slept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in his own house : and Amon his son reigned in 
his stead.] See 2 Kings xxi. 18. It is likely he left it in 
his iast will, that he would be buried privately; as not 
worthy to lie by his ancestors. 

Ver. 21. Amon was two-and-twenty years old when he 
began to reign; and reigned two years in Jerusalem.] As the 
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sons of Jeroboam, and of Baa^ha, and of Ahab, reigned 
two years and no longer. 

Ver. 22. But he did that which was evil in the sight of the 
Lord, as did Manasseh his father : for Amon sacrificed to 
all the carved images which Manasseh his father had made, 
and served them.] See 2 Kings xxi. 20, 21. 

Ver. 23. And humbled not himself before the Lord, as. 
Manasseh his father had humbled himself] He followed him 
in his sin, but not in his repentance. 

But Amon trespassed more and more.] Some of the Jews 
say, that he burnt the book of the law : others, that he lay 
with his own mother. But the great sin which the Holy 
Scriptures charge him with, is his idolatry, which he more 
and more introduced, and never repented of it. 

Ver. 24. And his servants conspired against him, and 
slew him in his own house. 

Ver, 25. But the people of the land slew all them that had 
conspired against king Amon: and the people of the land 
made Josiah his son king in his stead.] These two verses 
aro the very same with those 2 Kings xxi. 23, 24. (See 
there.) 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Ver. 1. c/ OSIAH was eight years old when he began to 
reign ; and he reigned in Jerusalem one-and-thirty years. 

Ver. 2. And he did that which was right in the sight of the 
Lord, and walked in the waijs of David his father, and de* 
dined neither to the right hand nor to the left.] These two 
verses are the same with 2 Kings xxii. 1, 2. only there the 
name of his mother is set down, which here is omitted. 

Ver. 3. For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was 
yet young, be began to seek after the God of David his fa- 
ther.] He gave very early proofs of his pious inclinations; 
for when he was but sixteen years old, and had newly 
taken on him the administration of affairs, he began to 
worship God publicly, and propounded David to himself 
for his pattern. 

And in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jeru- 
salem from the high places, and the groves, and the carved zm- 
ages, and the molten images.] When he was twenty years old, 
he began to bring others to the true religion, by reforming, 
abuses in the worship of God . For now he had got more au- 
thority, and therefore destroyed idolatrous worship, which 
he was inclined to do before, and had it in his mind when he 
was a mere youth. This is not so distinctly noted in the 
book of the Kings, where nothing is recorded of him till 
what he did in the eighteenth year of his reign. And this 
is the more remarkable, because he began the reformation 
here spoken of before Jeremiah began to prophesy, which 
was not till the next year, in the thirteenth of king Josiah. 
(Sec Jer. i. 2.) ' 

Ver. 4. And they brake down the altars of Baalim in his 
presence.] I have elsewhere observed that Baalim were 
demi-gods, as Mr. Mcdc truly calls them. 

And the images that were on high above them he cut down.] 
The Hebrew word chamamim, which wo translate images, 
as most think, hath some relation to the sun; because it 
comes from a word that signifies heat. And Aben Ezra 
translates it houses made for the worship of the sun. The 
LXX. sometimes translate it uSwXa, sometimes j38tAvy/iara, 
but do not tell us what idols and abominations these were.* 
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Jo. Geusius thinks it was the idol called Thammuz, by 
which name Osiris, Jupiter Amnion, or the sun, was un- 
derstood. And, indeed, the worship of all the host of 
heaven is mentioned together with the worship of Baalim, 
in the idolatry which Manasseh committed, chap.xxxiii.3. 

And the groves, and the carved images, and the molten 
images, he brake in pieces.] Here again ascherim signifies 
the idols in the groves; for the groves themselves were not 
broken in pieces, but cut down. 

And made dust of them, and strowed it upon the graves 
of them that had sacrificed ttnto them.'] To declare his de- 
testation of the smallest remainders of them. 

Ver. 5. And he burnt the bones of the priests upon their 
altars, and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem.'] Whereby he 
polluted these altars, and made them abominable, and 
purged the nation from their idolatry, which was very great. 
For it is likely these were not Levitical priests, but priests 
made by their idolatrous kings, either of other nations, or 
such as they could draw in of their own nation (after the 
manner of Jeroboam), to officiate to their strange gods. 

Ver. G. And so did he in the cities of Manasseh, and 
Ephraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtali.] Though Shal- 
maneser had carried away the main body of the ten tribes 
from their own land, yet there remained a great many of 
the poor people behind, as appears from this place, and 
from ver. 9. 33. 

With their mattocks round about.] Some translate it 
mauls,' others forks, or such-like instruments. 

Ver. 7. And when he had broken down the altars and the 
groves, and had beaten the graven images into powder, and 
cut down all the idols throughout all the land of Israel, he 
returned to Jerusalem.] For it appears by the book of the 
Kings more fully, that he went himself in person through 
the whole country to sec this work done, which otherwise 
might have been performed negligently. 

Ver. 8. Noiv, in the eighteenth year of his reign.] When he 
was twenty-six years old he proceeded further, having dis- 
posed the people to offer freely towards the reparation of 
the house of God, as it here follows. 

When he hadpurged the land, and the house.] That is, the 
house of God. 

He sent Shaphan the son ofAzaliah, and Maaseiah the 
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joaltaz the re- 
corder, to repair the house of the Lord his God.] Here is a 
more perfect narrative of the reparation of the temple than 
was given in the book of the Kings, where only Shaphan 
is mentioned as sent to Hilkiah ; but here two other men 
of great authority arc joined with him, and ordered to see 
the work set forward. 

Ver. 9. And when they came to Hilkiah the high-priest, 
they delivered the money that was brought into the house of 
God, which the Levites that kept the doors had gathered of 
the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim, and of all the remnant 
of Israel, andof all Judah and Benjamin; and they returned 
to Jerusalem,] These last words import, that these Levites 
(having received what was given at the door of the taber- 
nacle which they kept) travelled all the country over, to 
collect what money they could gather from well-disposed 
people, who contributed to this work. Which money the 
three forcnamed persons received from them when they 
returned to Jerusalem : and, besides this, Shaphan alone 
seems to have been sent to Hilkiah, to sum up the money 



that had been offered at the temple for this use, (2 Kings 
xxii. 4.) 

Ver. 10. And they put it in the hand of the workmen that 
had the oversight of the house of the Lord.'] Who were ap- 
pointed to take caTe of the work, and to see it done. 

And they gave it to the workmen that ivroitght in the house 
of the Lord, to repair and mend the house.] The overseers 
gave it to the artificers mentioned in the next verse, who 
were to buy materials, and employ them in the reparation. 

Ver. 11. Even to the artificers and builders gave they it, 
to bay hewn stone, and timber for couplings, and to floor the 
houses which the kings of Judah had destroy ed.] It seems 
both the outside and inside, the floor and the roof, were run 
to ruin by long neglect, since the days of "Joash, when the 
temple was last repaired : which the Jews (in Seder Olam 
Rabba, cap. 24.) make account was two hundred and 
eighteen years. 

Ver. 12. And the men did the work faithfully .] So that 
no account was taken of them. 

And the overseers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the 
Levites, of the sons ofMerari; and Zechariah and Meshul- 
lam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to set it forward; and 
other oftheLevites, all that could skill of instruments of mu- 
sic] That is, all those who were well skilled in music, and 
performed their part in the service of the temple : which is 
here mentioned to signify that the principal Levites were 
set over this work to see it well done. 

Ver. 13. Also they were over the bearers of burdens, and 
were overseers of all that wrought the work in any manner 
of service.] There being great numbers of them,' they might 
well inspect every person that was employed in this work. 

And of the Levites there were scribes, and officers, and 
porters.] These overseers were deputed to several employ- 
ments; for which none so' fit as the Levites, who under- 
stood all manner of things belonging to the house of God : 
being to do constant service there. 

Ver. 14. And ivhen they brought out the money that was 
brought into the house of the Lord.] And thereupon had be- 
gun the reparation of the house. 

Hilkiah the priest found a book of the law of the Lord 
given by Moses.] The word given is not in the Hebrew : 
which must be applied not to the book, but to the law of 
the Lord given by Moses. For we cannot certainly from 
henco conclude, that this was the very authentic book 
which Moses laid up by the ark; (see 2 Kings xxii. 8.) be- 
cause in the Hebrew it is said the book of the law of the 
Lord by the hand of Moses. Which doth not signify the 
book was written by his own hand, but that the law therein 
contained was delivered to the people by the ministry of 
Moses. So the phrase, by the hand, is used in very many 
places, Exod. xxxv. 29. Lev. x. 11. xxvi. 45. Numb. iv. 
37. 45, &c. (See 2 Kings xviii. 8. and in this book, xxxv. 6.) 

Ver. 15. And Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the 
scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the 
Lord. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shaphan.] Who- 
read it, 2 Kings xxii. 9, 

Ver. 16. And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and 
brought the king word back again, saying, All that teas 
committed to thy servants, they do it.] When he came to 
.give an account to the king, how he had executed his com- 
mand, (ver. 8, 9, &c.) he delivered the book to him. 

Ver. 17. And they. have gathered together the money that 
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was found in the house of the Lord, and have delivered it 
into the hand of the overseers, and to the hand of the work- 
men.] See 2 Kings xxii. 9. 

Vcr. 18. Then Shaphan the scribe told the king, saying, 
Jlilkiah the priest hath given me a book. And Shaphan read 
it before the king. 

Ver. 19. And it came to pass, when the king had heard 
the words of the lata, that he rent his clothes.] These two 
verses are word for word in 2 Kings xxii. 10, 11. where I 
have explained them. I shall only here add, that Jacobus 
Capellus thinks, the reading of the law, on every sabbath 
and festival (which was divided for that purpose into se- 
veral sections), was as old as the time of Joshua; but was 
neglected in the reign of wicked kings, particularly in that 
of Ahaz. If it were again restored by Hczekiah (which is 
uncertain), it was again abolished by Manasseh; and per- 
haps not renewed when he repented : howsoever, disconti- 
nued again by Amon. So that both priests and people, 
omitting the reading of the law, both publicly and privately 
(for the public omission caused a private neglect), no won- 
der, that upon finding the book of the law, and hearing it 
read, they were startled at it; as if one were risen from the 
dead, (Histor. Sacra et Exotica, ad A. Mundi 3372.) 

Ver. 20. And the king commanded Jlilkiah, and Ahikam 
the son of Shaphan, and Abdon the son ofMicah, and Sha- 
phan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king's, saying.] 
He that is called here Abdon, is in 2 Kings xxii. 12. called 
Achbor: otherwise there is no difference between this 
verse and that. 

Ver. 21. Go, inquire of the Lord for me, and for them 
that are left in Israel and in Judah, concerning the words 
of the book that is found: for great is the wrathofthe Lord 
that is poured out upon us, because our fathers have not 
kept the word of the Lord, to do after all that is written in 
tJiis book. 

Ver. 22. And Hilkiahj and they that the king had op- 
pointed, went to Hitldah the prophetess, the wife ofShallum, 
the son of Tikvath, the son of Hasrah, keeper of the ward- 
robe (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college); and they 
spake to her to that effect^ 

Ver. 23. And she answered them, Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel, Tell ye the man that sent you to me, 

Ver. 24. Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil 
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof , even all 
the curses that are written in the book which they have read 
before the king of Judah: 

Ver. 25. Because they liave forsaken me, and have burned 
incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to 
anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath 
shall be poured out upon this place, and shall not be 
quenched. 

Ver. 26. And as for the king of Judah, who sent you to 
inquire of the Lord, so shall ye say unto him, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel, concerning the words which thou 
hast heard, 

Ver. 27. Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst 
humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words 
against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and 
humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, 
and weep before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the 
Lord. 

Ver. 28. Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 



thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall 
thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they brought the 
king word again. 

There is little difference in the words between these 
verses and 2 Kings xxii. 14, 15, &c. and none in the sense. 
He. that is called there Harhas, is here called Hasrah 
(some pronouncing his name one way, and some another). 
And the Targum translates those words, (ver. 27.) TJiou 
didst humble thyself before >God, &c. in this manner: Thou 
didst humble thyself before the Word of the Lord, when thou 
didst hear his words against this place. Which plainly 
suppose the Word to be a Divine Person, who spake to 
Moses, and gave him the law. 

Ver. 29. Then the king sent and gathered together all 
the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.] See 2 Kings xxiii. 1. 

Ver. 30. And tfie king went up into the house of the Lord, 
and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
and the priests, and the Levites.] In 2 Kings xxiii. 2. it is 
said, the priests and the prophets went up. The Levites 
are omitted there, as the prophets are omitted here: but 
both make up a complete narrative of the persons that 
went up to the house of the Lord; For among the priests 
and Levites there were some prophets, such as Jeremiah, 
Zephaniah, and others. 

And all the people, great and small; and he read in their 
ears all the words of the book of the covenant that teas 
found in the house of the Lord.] One cannot think that Jo- 
siah and all the nation were wholly strangers to the words 
contained in this book (though perhaps they seldom had 
read it), who considers that Jeremiah dnd other prophets 
were now living, who were very conversant in this book, 
and instructed the people out of it. But they did not 
sufficiently attend to the words of it; and therefore Josiah 
gathered a solemn assembly on purpose, that they might 
hear it read, and be moved to observe that which most 
affected them. But it is not to be supposed that the whole 
book was all read at one time, but by parcels at several 
times, that they might consider and weigh it. Especially 
that passage in Deut. xxviii. 38. where Moses foretold the 
captivity of Samaria, and afterward of Judah and their 
king: which, Kimchi thinks, Hilkiah might bid Shaphan 
take special notice of,, and read it to the king, which (if it 
be true) no doubt, he remarked to the people, that, if it 
were possible, they might be bnwght to repentance, and 
prevent the great calamities which were threatened to them. 

Ver. 31. And the king stood in his place, and made a 
covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to 
keep his commandments, and his testimonies, and his sta- 
tutes, with all his heart, and with all his soul, to perform 
the words of the covenant which are written in this book.] 
See 2 Kings xxiii. 3. 

Ver. 32. And he caused all that were present in Jerusa- 
lem and Benjamin to stand to it. And the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the God of 
their fathers.] He did not compel them, but they offered 
themselves freely, upon his persuasion, to renew their 
covenant with God, and promised to be firm to it: which, 
perhaps, at that time they really resolved; though they soon 
revolted. 

Ver. 33. And Josiah took away all the abominations out 
of all the countries that pertained to the children of Israel. 
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This is more largely related in 2 Kings xxiii. 4 — 6. and the 
following verses. 

And made all that ivere present in Israel to serve, even to 
serve the Lord their God.] He persuaded them to perform 
all acts of religious worship unto God, and unto none else. 

And all his days they departed not from, following the 
Lord, the God of their fathers.] But though he suppressed 
all external idolatry, yet in their hearts they strongly in- 
clined to it, and often practised it, as appears from Jer. 
iii. 10. xxv. 3, 4, &c. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

Ver.l. JjjlOREOVER, Josiah kept a Passover unto the 
Lord in Jerusalem.] This was in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, immediately after he had made a glorious reforma- 
tion, by abolishing all idolatry. And accordingly it is. re- 
lated next to that in 2 Kings xxiii. 21 — 23. but very briefly, 
as the other is very largely. 

And they killed thepassover on the fourteenth day oftlie 
first month.] At the time prescribed by the law, Exod. xii. 6. 
For there was no need, it seems, to adjourn it till the 
second, as they did in the days of Hezekiah. 

Ver. 2. And he set the priests in their charges, and encou- 
raged them to the service of the house oftlie Lord.] To do 
their duty in their several places, so that nothing might be 
omitted, which was required to be done at this great 
festival. 

; Ver. 3. And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, 
which were holy unto the Lord.] That is, the Levites were 
holy unto the Lord. And therefore may be rendered, and 
were holy, &c. t. e. peculiarly dedicated to this service of 
ministering to the priests, and instructing the people. 
* Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon, the son of 
David king of Israel, did build.] Jarchi thinks that Ma- 
nasseh, or his son Amon, had removed the ark from its 
place, as other enormous things had been done by such 
wicked kings (2 Kings xvi. 14. xxviii. 24. of this book), 
which may give a more probable sense of those words, 
xxxiii. 23. that Amon trespassed more and more, than that 
which some of the Jews mention: for it was a great ad- 
dition to his sin, if he displaced the ark. Other Jews, in- 
deed, interpret it after another manner, and make a fable 
out of these words, as Const. L'Empereur observes upon 
Codex Middoth, p. 97. and Dr. Lightfootof the Temple, 
p. 91. But nothing is more natural than to think that Hil- 
kiah himself had removed the ark while the temple was re- 
pairing, there being defects in the most holy place as well 
as other parts of it: and it was not fit to let the ark be ex- 
posed to the workmen. Yet Jacobus Capellus. thinks it 
better to say, the word tenu ought not to be translated put, 
but keep, or look after, the ark in the house which Solomon 
built. For now, that they were eased of carrying it on 
their shoulders, they ought to employ themselves more 
carefully in all other offices about it; ad A. Mundi 3374. 

It shall not be a burden upon your shoulders.] That is, 
hereafter : for they were to carry it to a settled place, there 
to remain; and then they would be obliged no further to 
bear it on their shoulders, as they had done before it was 
fixed in the temple. 

. Serve now the Lord your God, and his people Israel] 
Serve God in singing, and playing upon instruments, when 



the sacrifices of God's people are offered, arid you shall be 
excused from your former burdens. 

Ver. 4. And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fa- 
thers, after your courses, according to the writing of David 
king of Israel.] See 1 Chron. xxiii. xxiv. and the follow- 
ing chapters. 

And according to the tvriting of Solomon his son.] See 
2 Chron. viii. 14. 

Ver. 5. And stand in the holy place*] In the court of the 
priests, where they were wont to stand when they minis- 
tered unto God. 

According to the divisions of the families of the fathers of 
your brethren the people.] Who were to bring for every fa- 
mily a lamb, as Moses commanded, Exod. xii. 3. . * 

And after the division of the families of the Levites.] Who 
were appointed to kill the lamb for them. 

Ver. 6. So kill thepassover, and sanctify yourselves, and 
prepare your brethren.] That they might be capable to eat 
of it. 

Tltat they may do according to the word of the Lord by 
the hand of Moses.] Who commanded it to be eaten in one 
house, Exod, xii. 46. He seems to require, that as the 
rest of the tribes came according to their families, into 
which they were divided ; so the Levites wonld give them 
a good example, and come according to their families. 

Ver. 7. And Josiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs 
and kids.] For the lamb might be taken either from the 
sheep or from the goats, (Exod. xii. 5.) 

All for the Passover-offenngs, for all that were present, to 
the number of thirty thousand.] That the people might be 
at no charge : at least thirty thousand families were pro- 
vided for, at the king's charge. 

And three thousand bullocks: these were of the king's sub' 
stance.] These bullpcks.werc for offerings upon the seven 
days of unleavened bread which followed the Passover. 

Ver. 8. And his princes gave willingly unto the people, to 
the priests, and to the Levites.] As Josiah provided paschal 
lambs for the people, so some great men provided not only 
for them, but for the priests and the Levites, that they also 
might offer without charge. * ■ 

Hilkiah, and Zechariah, and JehieL] It appears by these 
words, that the princes here mentioned were not rulers of 
the people, but the chief of the priests. For Hilkiah was 
the high-priest; and the other two were the heads of the 
two great families of the priests, Eleazar and Ithamar: 
who are called the captains of the host, as I observed upon 
1 Chron. xxv. 1. (Sec my annotations there.) This is a 
little more largely and distinctly expressed by Bertram, in 
his Republica Judaica, cap. 15. where he saith, Zechariah 
was the chief among the second priests of the race of 
Eleazar, who was properly called Nagid, the captain of the 
temple: as Jehicl was the most illustrious person among 
the second priests, who were the progeny of Ithamar, and 
was properly called Pakid; and was set over the Gcrshon- 
ites and Merarites, as Zechariah was over the Kohathites. 
Rulers of the house of God.] Who were the same with 
those who in the New Testament are called the arpaTriyol 
of the temple, who governed the rest of the priests. (So 
Bertram, de Republica Judaica, p. 29G. 300.) 

Gave unto the priests for the Passover-offerings Mo 
thousand and six hundred small cattle.] That is, lambs 
and kids. 
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And three hundred oxen.] That through the whole fes- 
tival they might be able to rejoice with their brethren. 

Ver. 9. Conaniah also, and Shemaiah, and Nathaneel, 
his brethren, and Ilashabiah, and Jeiel, and Jozabad, chief 
of the Levites.] Who were men of estates, as well as in 
great offices among their brethren. 

Gave unto the Levitesfor Passover-offerings five thousand 
small cattle, and five hundred oxen.] That they might be 
provided for as well as the priests, tomako it a time of 
universal joy. 

Ver. 10. So the service was prepared, and the priests 
stood in their place, and the Levites in their courses, accord- 
ing to the king*s commandment.'] All things were disposed 
for the offering the paschal sacrifice; the priests standing 
in their place, and the Levites attending them. 

Ver. 11. And they killed the passover.] That is, the Le- 
vites killed the lamb, and gave the blood to the priests. 

And the priests sjmnkled the blood from their hands.] For 
they alone could perform this part of the service. 

And the Levites flayed them.] That the priests might 
have nothing to do, but to sprinkle the blood of every one 
of them : which took up a great deal of time. (See 
xxix. 34.) 

Ver. 12. And they removed the burnt-offerings, that they 
might give according to the divisions of the families of the 
people, to offer unto the Lord, as it is written in the book of 
Moses.] It seems, some of the lambs were given by Josiah 
for burnt-offerings: and these they dispatched as fast as 
they could, that they might give the paschal lamb to every 
family according to their divisions, after it had been offered 
to the Lord. For this was the principal offering upon 
this day. 

And so they did with the oxen.] All of which were not 
given for peace-offerings, but some for burnt-offerings : 
which they also offered as fast as they could, that they 
might not hinder the paschal lamb from being offered. 

Ver. 13. And they roasted the passover with fire, accord- 
ing to the ordinance.] See Exod. xii. 8, 9. 

But the other holy offerings sod they in pots, and in cal- 
drons, and in pans.] Though the paschal lamb was to be 
roasted; yet the other eucharistical sacrifices which at- 
tended it (as the Targum expounds it) might be boiled in 
water. 

And divided them speedily among all the people.] Gave 
every one of the people a portion of the oxen that were 
offered for peace-offerings: and did it so speedily, that 
they had time to take care of themselves, as it here follows. 

Ver. 14. And afterward they made ready for themselves, 
and for the priests: because the priests the sons of Aaron 
were busied in offering burnt-offerings and the fat until night; 
therefore the Levites prepared for themselves, and for the 
priests the sons of Aaron.] This is a great instance of the 
zeal and diligence of the priests, for whom the principal 
persons among them had made a large provision; but they 
did not eat of the paschal Iamb nor of the peace-offerings 
till night, being employed in offering burnt-sacrifices, and 
burning the fat till that time : against which the Levites 
prepared for them and for themselves. 

Ver. 15. And the singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their 
place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, 
and Heman, and Jeduthnn the king's seer ; and the porters 
waited at every gate : they might not depart from their ser- 
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vice; for their brethren the Levitts prepared for them.] This 
seems to import, that the singing and music continued till 
all the sacrifices were offered, that is, till night ; and none 
were suffered to depart from the service, the porters stand- 
ing at every gate to hinder them, if they attempted it. And 
their brethren, who were not singers, took care to provide 
for them their portion, when they had done. 

Ver. 1G. So all the service of the Lord was prepared the 
same day to keep the Passover, and to offer burnt-offerings 
upon the altar of the Lord, according to the commandment 
of king Josiah. 

Ver. 17. And the children of Israel that were present 
kept the Passover at that time, and the feast of unleavened 
bread seven days.] These two verses are a summary ac- 
count of what wentbefore, that the whole solemnity was per- 
formed in every part of it, according to the king's direction. 

Ver. 18. And there was no Passover like to that kept in 
Israel, from the days of Samuel the prophet.] We do not 
read in the book of Samuel of any Passover kept in his 
days; therefore the book wherein this was recorded is lost, 
as many other books of the prophets are. 

Neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a Passover as 
Josiah kept, and the priests and the Levites, and all Judah 
and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem.] The last clause shews wherein his Passover went 
beyond all other. David and Solomon were greater kings 
than he, and in several respects kept greater festivals ; the 
number of peoplo, while the ten tribes were united to the 
other two, beiflg greater, and the multitude of sacrifices 
also greater : but in this Josiah excelled them all, that be- 
ing nothing so rich, he was notwithstanding so liberal, as 
to provide all the sacrifices for the priests, the Levites, 
and the people, at this feastl 

Ver. 19. In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was 
this Passover kept.] In the same year wherein he repaired 
the house of God, and the book of the law was found and 
brought to him ; which, it is likely, put him in mind of this 
duty; chap.xxxiv. 8. 

Ver. 20. After all this, ivhen Josiah had prepared the 
temple.] Some time after the temple was repaired, and 
made fit for the service of God, and they expected great 
happiness to ensue such pious works, there was an unex- 
pected change: which is here noted, to teach us not to be 
confident, nor rashly enterprise any thing, remembering 
the vicissitude of all earthly things. 

Necho king of Egypt.] Whom the Targum calls Pha- 
raoh the Lame, f and so Kimchi, who saith he was lame in 
his feet, and thence called by the name of Claudus, as tho 
Romans would have expressed it: who, from the like dis- 
position of their bodies, gave names to their emperors; 
such as Crassus, Barbarosa, and others, as Beckius ob- 
serves. This lameness proceeded from some wound he 
had received, for Necho signifies wounded. 

Came up to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates.] The 
city Carcusium stood upon that river, and belonged to the 
Assyrians, with whose king Necho came to fight, (2 Kings 
xxiii. 29.) 

And Josiah went out against him.] See what I have 
noted there; unto which I shall hero add, that by this it 
seems probable Josiah was in friendship with the king of 
Assyria, to whose assistance he seems to have voluntarily 
gone with his forces, by giving a diversion to the Egyp- 
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tians* Certain it is, the Assyrian empire was not yet 
fallen; for in Josiah's days the prophet Zephaniah foretells 
the destruction of Nineveh, (chap. ii. 13, &c.) Now Jo- 
siah reigned in the time of Cyaxarus king of the Medes, by 
whom Nineveh was destroyed, as Herodotus tells us/ But 
it was then in a flourishing condition, for Phraortis, the 
predecessor of Cyaxarus, not contented'with the kingdom 
of the Medes, but invading the Assyrians, after he had 
subdued the Persians, was defeated, and lost a vast army 
before Nineveh: which Hermannus Conringius thinks 
might possibly mo/e Josiah to court the king of Assyria's 
favour, by opposing himself to the king of Egypt when he 
came to invade him. But a most judicious person in this 
kind of learning (whom I have often consulted) thinks this 
all wrong; and that though Nineveh was not yet destroyed, 
yet the empire was, in the eighteenth year of Josiah; from 
which some governor got some little part, and kept Nine- 
veh till it was destroyed by Nabopolassar, in the first year 
of his reign. Therefore I should have said Josiah was a 
friend of the king of Babylon, rather than of the king of 
Assyria. But I must leave those that are better skilled 
than I am in these matters to judge of them. 

Ver. 21, But he sent ambassadors to him, saying, What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not 
against tJiee this day, but against the hotise wherewith I 
have, war J] He had no controversy with him, and therefore 
prays him not to meddle in this war. 

For God commanded me to make haste.'] And therefore 
desires him not to give him any stop in his expedition. 
Some think he only pretended this, because' he knew Jo- 
siah had a great reverence to God, and in obedience to 
him might desist from his purpose : and the Targum, with 
some of the Jews, thinks he calls his own idol by the name 
of God; though Kimchi thinks he speaks of the true God ; 
who perhaps admonished him in a dream, as he did Abi- 
mclech, or sent him such a message by the prophet Jere- 
miah (as Grotius supposes), many of whose prophecies are 
directed to foreign nations : or, perhaps, he meant, that he 
felt a strong impulse unto this undertaking, which he took 
to be from God, 

Forbear thee from meddling with God, who is with me, 
that he destroy thee not.] Of which there w r as great danger, 
if he opposed the Divine command. 

Ver. 22. Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from 
him, but disguised himself that he might fight with him.] And 
not be known to be the king of Judah. 

And hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the 
mouth of God.] The Targum thinks that Josiah regarded 
not what Necho said, because he thought he spake only 
from his idol, for he could not imagine that the God of 
Israel had spoken to him. But these words import the 
contrary, and therefore Josiah should at least have inquired 
of God, whether it was his mind that he should not op- 
pose Necho, 

And came to fight in the valley of Megiddo.] A place in 
the tribe of Manasseh, (Josh, xvii. 11;) So that Josiah 
may seem to have come against him, because he passed 
through his country without his leave: but I rather think, 
as I said before, he was in the interests of the king of As- 
syria. I observed upon 2 Kings xxiii. 29. that Herodotus 
tells the same story, but mistakes the name of Megiddo, 
and calls it Magdolim; which was a gTcat city in Egypt, 



better known to him than the cities in Syria or Phoenicia. 
He also adds, that after this battle the king'of Egypt took 
the great city in Syria called Cadytus: which Herm. Con- 
ringius thinks was the name of Jerusalem among the old 
Egyptians: (Adversaria Chronolog. cap. 15.) I think Ja- 
cobus Capellus hath well observed (in his Hist. Sacra et 
Exotica), that the Egyptians,being a vain people, concealed 
from Herodotus, when he came to consult the affairs of 
their country, many things that were true, and imposed 
upon his belief many things that were false. For example, 
they did not tell him a word of the victory which Nebu- 
chadnezzar got over Pharaoh-Nechoh at Euphrates; but 
gloried in this victory over the Syrians: ad A. Mundi3425. 

Ver. 23. And the archers shot at king Josiah: and the 
king said to his servants, Have me away; for I am sore 
wounded.] His disguise did not secure him; for still he 
appeared, I suppose, as a great commander, at whom the 
enemy would sooner aim than at common men. 

Ver. 24, His servants therefore took him out of that cha- 
riot, and put him in the second chariot that he had.] As all 
great captains have led horses, that if one fail they may 
mount another : (which was the custom in wars in ancient 
time, as Bochart shews in his Hieroz. par. i. cap, 2. 9.) 
so when they fought in chariots they had an empty one fol- 
lowing them, into which they might go if the other proved 
unserviceable or inconvenient. 

And they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died, and was 
buried in one of the sepulchres of his fathers: and all Judah 
and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.] After the example of 
the prophet Jeremiah. For as bad as they shewed them- 
selves afterward to be, they had some sense of the great- 
worth of this prince. 

Ver. 25, And Jeremiah lamented for Josiah; and all the 
singing-men and singing-women spake of Josiah in their 
lamentations to this day.] Whensoever they bewailed any 
calamity, they mentioned that as the greatest that had be- 
fallen them, l 

And made them an ordinance in Israel.] That they should 
never forget this fatal stroke, after which they never saw 
good days. This statute was made by the supreme au- 
thority, and was approved by the prophet Jeremiah, who- 
joined in this lamentation; .which warrants Christian kings 
and princes to appoint days for the yearly commemoration 
of great calamities, or great deliverances. 

And, behold, they are written in the Lamentations.] Jose- 
phus in his tenth book of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
chap. G. imagines the book of the Lamentations of Jere- 
miah, which now remains in the Bible, contains the mourn- 
ful ditties sung at Josiah's funeral, and in aftertimes ; 
which opinion St. Jerome follows ; at least in those words • 
Lament, iv. 20. R. Solomon thinks Josiah was bewailed: 
but it is manifest all this is a mistake ; for that book was 
written after the destruction of Jerusalem, which is la- 
mented in it, and the words now mentioned plainly relate ^ 
to Zedckiah, not to Josiah; who was not taken but killed. 
Therefore the Lamentations here mentioned are lost, which 
were written immediately after Josiah was slain, 

Ver. 2G. Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and his good- 
ness, &c] That is, his piety, or (as we translate it in the 
margin) his kindnesses, that is, his great love to his people, » 
of which there arc great instances in the foregoing part of 
this history. 
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According to that which was written in the law of the 
Lord.] Which he made his rule in all that he did, 

Vcr. 27. And his deeds, first and last, behold, they are writ- 
ten in the book of the Kings of Israel and Judah.] It seems 
the Israelites, who were left in the land of Samaria, con- 
tinued to keep records of what was done in the land of 
Judah itself. 

. CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ver.l. JL HEN the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son 
ofJosiah, and made him king in his father s stead in Jeru- 
salem.] Not by right of succession, but by a faction of the 
people. 

Ver. 2. Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when 
he began to reign ; and he reigned three montlis in Jerusalem.'] 
See 2 Kings xxiii. 30, 31. 

Ver. 3. And the king of Egypt put him down at Jeru- 
salem, and condemned the land in a hundred talents of silver, 
and a talent of gold.] Ite heard, it is possible, that he me- 
ditated revenge for the death of his father, and therefore 
deposed him; and also set a great fine upon the people 
who joined with him. (See 2 Kings xxiii. 33.) 

Ver. 4. And the king of Egypt made Eliakimjiis brother 
king over Judah and Jerusalem, and turned his name to Je- 
hoiakim.] As a mark he was made king by him, and owed 
his dignity to his favour. So Pharaoh changed the name 
of Joseph ; and Nebuchadnezzar, the names of Daniel and 
his three companions. 

AndNecho took Jehoahaz his brotlter, and carried him to 
Egypt.] See 2 Kings xxiii. 34. 

Ver. 5. Jehoiakim was huenty and five years old when he 
began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem: 
and he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord his 
God.] See 2 Kings xxiii. 36, 37. . 

. Vcr. 6. Against him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon.] The first words against him are emphatical ; for 
when he came up before, he did not come up properly 
against Jerusalem, but against Pharaoh-Nechoh. And 
therefore it is said, not that he came up against that city, but 
merely that he " came up into the land," (Jer. xxxv. 11.) 
when he made Jehoiakim his servant three years. So that 
his coming up had no other effect but to make him tributary 
to Nebuchadnezzar. 

And bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon.] See 
2 Kings X3tiv. 1, &c. The Targum expounds it, He put 
brazen chains upon his hands and fetters upon his legs. 
But he did not carry him to Babylon, for Nebuchadnezzar 
altered his mind, and permitted him to reign at Jerusalem 
as his tributary ; though he carried away, as it follows, 
some of the vessels of the temple, and also certain choice 
persons, as we read in the first of Daniel. 

Ver. 7. Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of the 
lionse of the Lord to Babylon, and put them in his temple at 
Babylon.] He carried away a great many in the next king's 
reign, (2 Kings xxi v. 13, 14.) but it seems he began to do it 
in this. And they were so hardened, as to believe those 
false prophets, who assured them these vessels should 
shortly be brought again from Babylon, and give no credit 
to Jeremiah, who told them they prophesied a lie ; for these 
vessels should be so far from being brought from Babylon, 
.that all the remaining vessels should be carried .after thcin, 
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and there be till the day when God visited them. (See Jer. 
xxvii. 10, 17. 21, 22.) 

Ver. 8. Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his 
abominations which he did, and that which was found in him, 
behold, they are written in the book of the Kings of Israel 
and Judah.] There was a book, it is likely, that had this 
title; but what was said there to be found of him, is not 
here mentioned. The Targum saitb, the iniquity that teas 
found in him. But what was that iniquity? To this they 
answer in the Talmud, that he had the name of an idol in 
his forehead r or, as others say, there were found in his 
body certain marks and impressions in honour of idols. 
So St. Jerome, He had made those marks in his body, which 
God had forbidden in Lev. xix. 28. (See our learned Dr. 
Spencer, lib. ii. de Leg. et Bit. Hebr. cap. 14. sect. 2.) 
But there are those that think it is meant of the innocent 
blood that he shed, (2 Kings xxiv. 4.) But that was the sin 
of Manasseh; therefore the plainest meaning is, that he 
was found guilty of disloyal intentions against the king of 
Babylon, which he concealed a great while, but at last they 
were discovered, (2 Kings xxiv. 1.) 

And Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead. 

Ver. 9. Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to 
reign.] In 2 Kings xxiv. t 8. it is said, that he was eighteen 
years old when he began to reign. See my annotations on 
that place : .unto which may be added, that Abarbinel 
thinks there is no difference between these two places ; 
but that the word for eight is governed by another that is 
wanting, signifying ten. But the common solution is, that 
when his father had reigned one year, he made his son 
joint sovereign with him, that the people might -be settled 
in their affection to him before he left the throne, which 
was ten years after. So long he reigned with his father,, 
and eight years alone, which made eighteen years in all. 
(See Buxtorf, in his Vindiciae Hebr. Veritatis, par; ii. 
cap. 2. p. 408.) But there are those who take the mean- 
ing to be, that he was eight years old, when he (that is, his 
father) began to reign : or, as our primate Usher thinks, it 
was the eighth year, not of his age, but of the captivity of 
Babylon, to which some principal persons were obnoxious, 
(Chronologia Sacra, pag. ult.) But some great men think 
here is an error of the copyist, for he was eighteen years old. 

And he reigned three montlis and ten days in Jerusalem: 
and. he did that ivhich was evil in the sight of the Lord.] It 
seems Nebuchadnezzar repented of his making nim king; 
being afraid, as Kimchi thinks, that by the evil counsel of 
his courtiers, he would be persuaded to rebel, after the 
example of Jehoiakim. Jacobus Capellus thinks the 
people set him up to be their king; and therefore he re- 
solved to dethrone him, sending his servants against him, 
and then coming himself and taking Jerusalem. (See 
2 Kings xxiv. 10, 11.) 

Ver. 10. And when the year was expired,king Nebuchad- 
nezzar sent and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly 
vessels of the house of the Lord, and made Zedekiah his 
brother king over Judah and Jerusalem.] See 2 Kings xxiv. 
11, 12. For God had threatened none of Jehoiakim's seed 
should sit upon the throne of David. They might be set 
upon his throne, as the same Capellus observes, but not 
remain or continue possessed of it. " Sedcre enim dicuntur, 
non transitoria, sed qua) aliquamdiu pedem figunt,"* ad 
A. M. 3399. . • . 
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Ver. 11. Zedekiah was one-and-twenty years old when he 
began to reign; and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.] See 
2 Kings xxiv. 18. * 

Ver. 12. And he did that which teas evil in the sight of the 
Lord Ms God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the 
prophet, speaking from the mouth of the, Lord.] From the 
mouth of the Word of the Lord, saith the Targum: which 
shews, that by the Word here he meant a Divine person. 
It is a wonderful thing, that having seen so many of the 
people carried away captive, together with their king Je- 
hoiakim, they should not at all relent, but go on in those 
ways which had led others to destruction. But so incor- 
rigible were this people, that Ezekiel tells us, they who 
were carried away captive (among whom he was one) 
persisted in their rebellion, and were not at all amended. 
His whole book is full of complaints of their impenitence. 
And in the thirteenth chapter he tells us, they still enter- 
taiped false prophets (unto whom they hearkened rather 
than to Ezekiel), who saw visions of peace for Jerusalem, 
when there was no peace; as he there speaks, ver. 16. that 
is, .made the people .believe Jerusalem should not be 
taken; and so hardened their hearts in their obstinate 
wickedndss. 

Ver. 13. And he also rebelled against king Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who made him swear by God.] That he would be 
true and faithful to him. 

But he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from 
turning unto the Lord God of Israel.] His wickedness was 
so great, that God gave him up to commit this further 
crime of perjury, to his utter ruin, (2 Kings xxiv. 20.) 

Ver. 14. Moreover, all the chief of the priests and the 
people transgressed very much, after all the abominations of 
the heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord, which he 
had hallowed in Jerusalem.] There was such an universal 
corruption, and that to such an abominable height, that 
there was no hope of their growing better, they being per- 
fectly ripe for utter destruction. 

Ver. 15. And the Lord God of their fathers sent to them 
by his messengers, rising tip betimes, and sending.] To rise 
betimes signifies in Scripture to do a thing with care, dili- 
gence, and affection: for good husbands, especially fathers 
of families (from whom this expression is borrowed), were 
wont to get up early to look after their business, and to 
quicken and encourage their servants to their duty. Such 
was the compassion and care of God for his people, that 
lie gave them seasonable, timely, and early admonitions 
to their duty, and notice of their danger, before it was 
too late. 

Because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwell- 
ing-place.] To this compassion they owed a succession of 
prophets in every king's reign, as I have before noted; who 
most earnestly called upon them to reform. Yet, if they 
did in a good king's reign grow something better, they 
immediately revolted as soon as he was dead, and a bad 
one came in his place. Such a strange propension they 
had to idolatry: which is the more wonderful, when wc 
consider, that this nation, which was so prone to idolatry, 
when they had so many prophets among them to admonish 
them against it, were not at all inclined to it, when they 
had no more any prophets to instruct them, nor any mira- 
cles wrought among them; that is, after their return from 
the captivity of Babylon, when prophecy in a little time 
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ceased; and yet they were steadfast in the service of God, 
according to the law of Moses. ' -The best account that I 
am able to give of this is, that before the captivity sufficient 
care was not taken for the building of synagogues for' the 
teaching of the law, if there were any at all ; for we find no 
mention of them. in these books: whereas they abounded 
in everyplace after the captivity; insomuch, that the Jews 
say, there were several hundreds in Jerusalem alone, 
wherein the law was read and taught, which was a most 
powerful means to keep them constant to the religion they 
professed: for, as Josephus reports, by this means the 
people came to be so acquainted with their laws, that if 
any person asked any of them concerning them, pqov av 
tiiroi nama, y rovvofia tov rnvrov, he would more readily tell 
every thing, than his own name. 

>Ver. 16. But they mocked the messengers of God, and 
despised his words, and misused his prophets.] As the cor- 
ruption was universal, so they were incorrigible; not only 
rejecting, but despising, and setting at nought, the means of 
their cure. 

Until the wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till 
there was no remedy.] Till the implacable wrath of God 
came upon them ; there being no hope they would repent, 
and be healed, but they must die and perish. 

Ver. 17.- Therefore he brought upon them the king of the 
Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sivord in the 
house of their sanctuary J] Unto which, it is likely, they 
fled for safety, after the manner of all nations, who took 
their holy places to be inviolable: but they found no pro- 
tection there ; the Chaldees being a rough nation, and having 
no regard to/them. 

And had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old 
man, or him that stooped for age; he gave them all into his 
hand.] To kill them, or sell them for slaves; as he thought 
good. 

Ver. 18. And all the vessels of the house of God, great 
and small.] Which are numbered in the next book, Ezra i. 
9—11. 

And the treasures of the house of the Lord, and th$ trea- 
sures of the king, and of his princes ; all these he brought to 
Babylon.] The former treasures, by a special providence 
of God, were preserved, and restored in the reign of Cyrus 
to the house of the Lord: but, the other, it is likely, were 
looked upon as spoil, and spent by the king and his great 
men. 

Ver. 19. And they burnt the house of God, and brake 
down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof 
with fire, and destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof] 
See 2 Kings xxv.9,10. But it is a very absurd supposition 
of some, who think that all the sacred books were now also 
burnt, and restored again by Ezra after the captivity out 
of his memory. For who can believe, that among all the 
priests, and prophets too, that were carried captive, none 
of them should take care to carry a Bible with them? Je- 
remiah also remaining in the land, we may be confident 
was not without it." It is plain also, that Daniel had his 
prophecy, and the books of Moses, in Babylon, (Dan. ix. 
2, 3.) And Josephus says that Cyrus was shewn the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah, wherein his name was expressly men- 
tioned : which shews,* they had copies of these books in 
their captivity. But this extravagant fable was brought 
upon the stage by the apocryphal Esdras, (chap, xiv.) and 
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was not known till the beginning of the third century, when 
that author, half Jew and half Christian, lived. 

Ver. 20. And iliem that had escaped from the sword car- 
ried he away to Babylon, where they were servants to him 
and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia.'] 
Which gave them liberty to return to their country. Such 
was the law of war in ancient times; all the people of a 
city or country that were conquered became slaves to the 
conqueror ; and appertained to the public or private per- 
sons who had taken them, according to the laws settled in 
every nation for the dividend of the booty. Thus we find 
at the sacking of Troy, all that remained alive were made 
slaves, even queen Hecuba, and her daughters. The Greek 
and Roman histories are full of such examples., 

Ver. 21. To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of 
Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as 
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath.] Because the 
Jews, among other precepts, had violated that of letting 
their land rest from ploughing and sowing every seventh 
year, God gave their land a long sabbath, or rest, for no 
less than ten times seven years ; which Jeremiah threatened, 
chap. xxv. 9. 12. xxix. 10. If it be true, that they had neg- 
lected this law for the space of four hundred and thirty 
years; but had ploughed their ground, &e. in the seventh, 
as well as in all other years ; then the judgment of God 
upon them was very remarkable, in making their ground 
rest, and be free from tillage, just as long as it should have 
been if they had observed his law : for in the space of four 
hundred and thirty years, there ought to have been sixty 
and five years of rest and intermission. (See Gulielmus 
Vorstius, upon David Ganz's Tzemuch David, p. 212.) 

To fulfil threescore and ten years.] These years ended in 



the first or second year of Cyru*; but when they began is 
variously disputed. HermannuS Witsius hath lately argued 
strongly, that it was in the fourth year of Jehoiakim: for 
then Jeremiah said, The whole land shall be a desolation, 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy 
years, chap.xxv. 11. which is further explained, ver. 17, 18. 
Which is the opinion also of Hermannus Conringius, in his 
Adversaria Chronologica, cap. 14. and of Johannes Vor- 
stius, in his Exercitatio Secunda de Captivitate Babylonica ; 
and thus our Usher, ad A. Mundi 3394. Though other 
great men date these seventy years from the captivity of 
Zedekiah. (See Scaliger, de EmendiTemporum, lib. vi. 
p. 575.) 

Ver. 22. Now, in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia 
(that the word of the Lord, spoken by the mouth of Jere- 
miah, might be accomplished)', the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made the proclamation 
throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, 
saying, 

Ver. 23. Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, All the king- 
doms of the earth liath the Lord God of heaven given me ; 
and he hath charged me to build him a house in Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah : who is there among you of all his people ? 
the Lord his God be with him, and let him go up.] These two 
verses, which conclude this book, begin the next, where I 
will explain them ; and only take notice here, that thus the 
Targum translates this proclamation : " Thus saith Cyrus 
king of Persia, All the kingdoms of this earth hath the Word 
of the Lord God of heaven delivered unto mie ; and he 
commanded me to build him a sanctuary in Jerusalem," 
&c. Which evidently shews, this paraphrast believed the 
Word dwelt in the sanctuary. 



THE 



BOOK OF EZRA. 



AT is generally thought by all sorts of writers, that Ezra 
himself wrote this book which bears his name. And there 
is the less doubt of it, if he WTOte the foregoing book : for 
he begins this book as that ended ; which is an argument 
they had the same author : it being an ancient way of writ- 
ing, as Grotius observes out of Polybius, who concludes 
one book, and begins the next with the same words. But 
the learned Huetius is of opinion, that Ezra did not write 
the first six chapters of this book, but some other person : 
for it is evident they were written in the time of Darius, 
when the author speaks of himself as then at Jerusalem, 
(chap. v. 3, 4. 9.) Whereas Ezra went up from Babylon in 
the reign of Artaxerxes, (chap. vii. 1.) and then it is mani- 
fest wrote the four remaining chapters, as appears from 
chap. vii. 27,28. ix. 5. x. 1. Therefore, when the Tal- 
mudistsand other Hebrew doctors say Ezra wrote this 
book, they are to be understood (he thinks) to speak of the 
latter part of it. 



CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW, in the first year of Cyrits king of Persia.] 
This is that famous Cyrus, who, a hundred and forty years 
before the temple was destroyed, and two hundred years 
before he was born, was mentioned by name in the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah, as designed by God for the restoring his 
people, (Isa.xliv. nit. xlv. 1.4.) Which prophecy, it is pro- 
bable, Daniel shewed to Cyrus, which made him set forth 
the following edict: which was not put forth in the first 
year of his empire, for then the Jews were not his subjects, 
but the first year after his conquest of Babylon, where the 
Jews then lived in captivity. (See Scaliger, in his Isagoge, 
lib. iii. p. 260. and De Emend. Temporum,lib. vi. p. 576.) 
(Tliat the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah 
the prophet might be fulfilled).] Who foretold, that, after 
seventy years were accomplished, the king of Babylon and 
the' Chaldeans should be destroyed, and the people of 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP* I.] 



UPON EZRA. 



663 



Judah restored to their own land, (see chap. xxv. 12, 
xxix. 10.) , . : - 

The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, 
tltat he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, 
and put it also in writing, saying.'] God, who had so long 
£go. designed. him for this work, suggested these thoughts 
to him, and excited him, to prosecute them; which hfc.did, 
not only by causing his will and pleasure to be proclaimed, 
but to beputin writing, that none mightmistake his meaning, 

Ver. 2. Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, TJie Lord God 
of heaven.'] It is.aL observation of Mr. Mede, that as, before 
the captivity, when they spake of God they called him the 
Lord of hosts; so the constant style. of the holy books 
after the captivity, is the God of heaven. As here, and 
chap. vL 10. vii. 21. But it is a question, whether Cyrus, 
Darius, and Artaxerxes, penned thesewritings themselves, 
wherein they proclaimed the God of the Jews to be the 
Lord God of heaven: or; whether they were drawn up by 
some of the Jews that attended upprithem. It seems likely 
to me, that God, who. raised up. the spirit of Cyrus to be a 
peculiar instrument of the freeing his people from slavery, 
did enlighten his mind to understand that there was but one 
only God whom the. Jews worshipped, and who spake in 
those holy books which were shewn him. And Artaxerxes 
might call the law of Moses the law of the God of heaven, 
knowing the Jews worshipped no Other God, whose law 
this was. 

Hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth.] That is, all 
those large dominions which the Assyrians and Babylonians 
had enjoyed. 

And he hath charged me to build him a hoxtse at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah.] So he understood from Isa. xlv. 13. 
where God saith of Cyrus, he sliall build my city, of which 
the temple was the principal part: and more plainly, 
chap. xliv. 28. he shall say to Jerusalem, Thou shalt.be 
built; and to the temple f Hiy foundation shall be laid. 
Josephus hath thus paraphrased upon these wt>rds, 'E7rei 
fiE^o Qzbg rrig olKOVfiivriQ airldu%E BaoiXIa, &C Because the 
greatest God hath constituted me the 'king of the world, I 
believe him to be he whom the. people of Israel adore. For 
he foretold me king by his prophets, and that I should build 
his temple at Jerusalem, in the land ofJndea. 

Ver. 3. Who is there among you of all his people? &c] 
Not of the Jews only, but of Israel also, who were under 
his government, the Assyrians and JVIedes being ^his sub- 
jects. And so Josephus (as I observed before) says, that 
Zerubbabel sent the edict of Cyrus into Media, to the rest 
of the ten tribes : to whom he not only makes a promul- 
gation of liberty to go to their own country, but desires 
them to go, and prays God to be with them and prosper 
them in building God's house, whom he acknowledges to 
be the true and only God. This was a marvellous encou- 
ragement to them. 

Ver. 4. And whosoever remaineth in any place where he 
sojourneth.] This seems to relate to such as were desirous 
to go up with their brethren, but were forced to stay 
behind for want of necessaries to support them in so long 
a journey. 

I*et the men of his place help him with silver, and with 
gold, and with goods, and zvith beasts.] He therefore re- 
quires his officers to furnish them with such things as they 
needed. 



Besides the free-will-offering for the house of God that is 
in Jerusalem.] Which he supposed the richer sort of Jews 
would readily make to assist their poor brethren; though 
they themselves being well settled in Babylon, did not 
think fit to stir till they saw how, these would succeed. 

VeT. 5. Tlien rosetip the chief of the fathers of Judah and 
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all those 
whose spirits God had raised tip.] * There were some of other 
tribes besides Judah and Benjamin thatwentqp, (1 Chron. 
ix. 3.) though these were the principal, who all needed a 
special motion from God to quicken and encourage them 
to this enterprise ; the difficulties being so great which they 
were to encounter in a long journey, and their country 
lying waste when they came thither ; this made those who 
had got possessions in Babylon to choose to, stay there. 
, To build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.] 
This was the design, which people of great piety, cheerfully 
undertook, that the public. worship of the true God might 
be restored, whom they now worshipped^only m private. 

Ver. 6. Andall they that were about them strengthened 
their hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with goods, and 
with beasts, and with precious things.] Such was the.au T 
thority of the king, and such was the influence of God upon 
their hearts, that all their neighbours encouraged them to 
this work, and enabled them to undertake this journey to 
Jerusalem. 

Besides all that was willingly offered.] Their brethren 
freely offered them their assistance, though they did not 
think fit to go along with them. 

Ver,.?. Also Cyrus, the king brought forth the vessels of the 
house of the Lord,.which Nebuchadnezzar had broitght forth 
out of Jerusalem, and had put them in thehouse of his gods.~\ 
Where by a singular providence they had been preserved 
till this time, being looked upon as sacred things, which Ne- 
buchadnezzar would not turn to his own private use, but dedi- 
cated tbhisgods. Some think the ark was among the sacred 
things which Cyrus caused to be restored ; but it should 
first be proved that it was carried away from Jerusalem to 
Babylon, which now here appears to be true. The argument 
they bring for it is, that in the second temple sacrifices 
were offered as in the firsthand all solemn days observed, 
especially the great day .of expiation, when the law or- 
dained the blood should be sprinkled before the mercy- 
seat, which could not be done when there was none ; and 
there was none, if there was no ark. But, as the Jews uni- 
versally acknowledge, this was one of the five things want- 
ing in the second temple ; so, unless the Divine Glory had 
been there also, the aTk would have signified little. There- 
fore it is more likely, that by the absence of these, God 
would signify, he was withdrawing his presence from that 
house of stone, to dwell in the temple of Christ's body: 
who offered himself to God, and thereby put an end to those 
figurative sacrifices. 

Ver. 8. Even those did Cyrus king of Persia bring forth 
by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer.] This was a name 
frequent among the Persians, derived from their god Mith- 
ra: as Cyrus himself had his name (Hesychius saith) from 
the sun, which in their language was called Kvpoc. 

And numbered them unto Sheshbazzar, the prince of Ju- 
dah.] Which was another name for Zerubbabel, mentioned 
chap. iii. 2. 8. v. 14. 16. For it was common in the time 
of the captivity for the great men of Judah to have two 
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names: one of their own country, which was domestic; 
another of the Chaldeans, which was used at court (Dan. 
i. 7.) Nehemiah had two names : and this of Sheshbazzar 
seems to have been a good omen of their flourishing con- 
dition ; being compounded of two words, signifying fine 
linen and gold. On the contrary, Zerubbabel was a name 
importing the misery of the people of Israel at that time ; 
for it is as much as an exile, or stranger, in Babylon, where 
he was bom. Thus pious men, even in the midst of the 
honours they had at court (for, Josephus saith, Zerubbabel 
was one of the guard of the king's body), were admonished 
not to forget their brethren, but sympathize with them in 
their miseries. 

Ver. 9. And thisis the number of them : thirty cltargers of 
gold, a thousand chargers of silver, niue-and-twenty knives.] 
See Dr. Lightfoot, of the Temple, p. 233, 234. 
.Ver. 10. TJiirty basons of gold, silver basons of a second 
sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels a thousand. 

•Ver. 11. All the vessels of gold and of silver were five 
thousand and four hundred.] Here seems to be some diffi- 
culty: for all the vessels that are specially named, make 
no more in number than two thousand four hundred and 
ninety-nine. To which many think this a sufficient answer, 
that it is said in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 18. Nebuchadnezzar car- 
ried away all the vessels, both great and small. Now, in 
the account that is here given, the larger vessels only, 
which- were of greater bigness and price, are mentioned : 
but the gross sura comprehends all, both great and small, 
and amounts to the number of five thousand and four hun- 
dred. But Tremellius solves, this, by translating the last 
words of the former verse otherwise than we do ; not of 
other vessels a thousand, but other vessels by thousands, viz. 
almost three thousand, wanting one hundred : which our 
Mr. Mede judges a true translation, in his Daniel's Weeks, 
book iii. p. 700. 

All these did Sheshbazzar bring up with them of the cap- 
tivity tfutt were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem.] 
Which restoration of the Jews- to their own land seems to 
be a greater miracle than the first conquest of it: for Jo- 
shua did that by force of arms ; but these exiles recovered 
their country without any force at all ; and were settled in 
it, notwithstanding many great impediments to hinder it. 



CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. i\ OW these are the children of the province that 
went up out of the captivity.'] Some by the province under- 
stand Babylon ; in which these people were most of them 
born, and had all lived a long time. But I think it more 
likely to be meant of Judea, which was made a province 
when it was conquered, and Gedaliah constituted the go- 
vernor" of it; and in this book is called the province of 
Judea, chap. v. 8. 

Of those which had been carried away, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon.] 
Their parents and ancestors had been carried away by him, 
and they in them. 

And came again unto Jerusalem and fudah, every one 
unto his city.'] See Jer. xxxii. 15. Nehem. xi. 3. Their 
land and their cities had been laid so desolate, arid had 
been so long neglected, and were infested also by such bad 



neighbours, tliat it was a great piece of generosity in these 
men to return thither: and their names are recorded to the 
eternal honour of them, and of their posterity; they being 
the first planters of this country, after it had been laid 
waste. 

Ver. 2. IVJtich came with Zerubbabel: Jeshua, Nehemiah, 
Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Re* 
hum, Baanah.] These were their heads, who undertook to 
conduct them : among whom Zerubbabel was the prince, 
or leader in chief; as Jeshua was high-priest, who is men- 
tioned next to him. Nehemiah, who follows after him, is 
not the same, whose book comes after this: for he did not 
go now, but afterward; or, if he did, he returned to Babylon 
again. (See our famous Reynolds, in his Censure of 
the Apocryphal Books, prcelect, cxi..cxviii.) Nor. is it 
likely, that this Mordecai was the same with him that was 
Esther's cousin, but some other person ; there being an- 
other of that name mentioned in the book of the Chronicles. 
(See the same Reynolds, praelect. cxlvii.) 

The number of the men of the people of Israel.] They who 
were called the children of the province before, are now 
called the people of Israel: for from him they were derived, 
though most of them were of the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 3. Tlie children ofParosh, two thousand a hundred 
seventy and two.] He begins first to reckon up the families 
that went up; of which this was one of the largest, de- 
scended from Parosh, who was their ancestor. 

Ver. 4. Tlte children of Shephatiah, three hundred seventy 
and two.] This was another family, descended from this 
man. The same is to be said of the rest. 

Ver. 5/ The children of Arah, seven hundred seventy and 
five.] So many gave in their names in Rabylon, that they 
intended to return into Judea : but it appears by Nehem. vii. 
10. that there came no more thither than six hundred fifty 
and two : therefore it is supposed, that the rest altered their 
minds, or died by the way. The same must be said of 
"several other differences between this account and that in 
Nehemiah. 

Ver. G. The children of Pahath-Moab, of the children of 
Jeshua andJoab, two thousand eight, hundred and twelve.] 
Here seems to be two families joined together, one from 
Pahath-Moab, the other from Jcshua-Joab (as the other 
may be translated), which both together make the greatest 
body of those that went up: and six more .added them- 
selves ; for in Nehem. vii. 11. they are said to have been 
two thousand eight hundred and eighteen. 

Ver. 7. The children of Elam, a thousand two hundred 
fifty and four. 

Ver. 8. Tlie children of Zattu, nine hundred forty and five. 

Ver. 9. The children ofZaccai, seven hundred and three- 
score. 

Ver. 10. Tlie children of Bant, six hundred forty and two. 

Ver. 11. Tlie children ofBebai, six hundred twenty and 
three. 

Ver. 12. The children ofAzgad, a thousand two hundred 
twenty and two. 

Ver. 13. The children of AdoniJcam, six hundred -sixty 
and six. 

Ver. 14. TJie children of Bigvai, tivo thousand fifty 
and six. 

Ver. 15. Tlte children of Adin, four huudrcd fifty and 
four. 
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Ver. 16. Tlie children of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety and 
eight. 

. .Ver. 17. The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty 
and three. 

.Ver. 18. The children of Jorah, a hundred and twelve. 

Ver. 19. Tlie children of Hashum, tivo hundred twenty 
and three. . . 

Ver. 20. The children of Gibbar ninety and five.] Or, as 
it is in Nehem. vii. 25. the children of Gibeon ; these being 
the citizens of that city. For this is not the name of a 
man, but of a place t and so are several that follow : which 
hath made some think, that the foregoing are.not the names 
of men, but of cities, or countries, the people of which are 
called the children of such places ; .which is frequent in the 
Scripture language, where we read of the children of Zion, 
the children of Egypt, the children of the East, &c. 

. Ver, 21. The children of Beth-lehem, a hundred twenty 
anduiree.] These were such as belonged to that city ; unto 
which they went up, (ver. 1.) 

Ver. 22. The children of Netophah, fifty and six.] This 
was a town near to Beth-lehem. 

Ver. 23. Hie men. of Anathoth, a hundred twenty and 
eight.'] A famous place in the tribe of Benjamin, where the 
prophet Jeremiah was born. But there are those who 
think it not improbable, that these were cities in the coun- 
try of Babylon; which the Jews had built, and called by 
the names of those cities in their own country,, from whence 
they were banished; of which, they were desirous to pre- 
serve a remembrance. Thus the Spaniards at this day have 
cities in America, called Corduba, Granada, Carthagena, 
&c. that they may not suffer the memory of their ancient 
country to perish, when they were removed to a far distant 
land. But I see no ground for this. 

Ver. 24. The children of Azmaveth, forty and two.] Or, 
of Beth-Azmaveth, as it is called Nehem. vii. 28. 

Ver. 25. The children of Kirjath-arim, Chephirah, and 
Beeroth, seven hundred and forty and three. 

Ver. 26. Tlie children of Ramah and Gaba, six hundred 
twenty and one.] These seem to have been cities in the 
tribe of Benjamin :. and so, it is likely, were the foregoing, 
and some of those that follow. 

Ver. 27. Tlie men ofMichmas, a hundred twenty and two. 

Ver. 28. The men of Beth-el and Ai, two hundred twenty 
and three. 

Ver. 29. Tlie children of Nebo, fifty and two. 

Ver. 30. Tlie children ofMagbish, a hundred fifty and six. 

Ver. 31. The children of the other Elam, a thousand two 
hundred fifty and four.] There is another Elam mentioned 
ver. 7. which argues the former to be the name. of a town; 
from which the very same number of persons went up that 
there did from this. 

Ver. 32. The children of Harim, three hundred and 
twenty. 

Ver. 33. Tlie children of Lod, Hadid, . and Ono, seven 
hundred twenty and five.]. These were three towns in the 
tribe of Benjamin, which make it probable Harim was so 
likewise. 

Ver. 34. Tlie children of Jericho, three hundred forty 
and five. 

Ver. 35. The children of Senaah, three thousand and six 
hundred and thirty.] It is uncertain whether this be the 
name of a person, or of a place; but the greatest number [ 



of persons went from hence that did from any of the fore- 
mentioned. 

Ver* 36* Thepriests.] Having numbered the people that 
went from Judah and Benjamin, he proceeds now to the 
tribe of Levi ; and first mentions the priests. 

Tlie children of Jedaiah, of the house ofJeshua, nine hun- 
dred seventy and three.] He is mentioned in 1 Chron. xxiv. 
7. as a principal person among the priests. (See Dr. Light- 
foot, p. 916.) 

• Ver. 37. The children of Immer, a thousand fifty and 
two.] He is mentioned also in 1 Chron. xxiv. 14. as head 
of one of the twenty-four courses of priests. 

Ver. 38. The children ofPashur, a thousand tivo hundred 
forty and seven.] He is mentioned also 1 Chron. ix. 12. 

Ver. 39. The children of Harim, a thousand and seven- 
teen.] See 1 Chron. xxiv. 8. where he is mentioned as head 
of another course of the priests. 

Ver. 40. The Levites: the children of Jeshua, and Kad- 
miel, of the children of Hodaviah, seventy and four.] See 
Nehem. vii. 43. 

Ver. 41. Tlie singers: the children of Asaph, a hundred 
twenty and eight. 

Ver. 42. The children of the porters: the children of 
Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, the 
children ofAkkub, the children of Hatita, the children of 
Shobai, in all a hundred thirty and nine. 

Ver. 43. The Nethinims.] These are generally taken to 
be of the race of the Gibeonites ; who being given to the 
service of the temple were called Nethinims, which im- 
ports as much as given. But this is a mistake] the Nethi- 
^nims being those whom David gave to help the Levites, as 
I'have observed before. 

. The children ofZiha, the children of Hasupha, the chil- 
dren of Tabbaoth.] It is not said how many came from 
each family : but it appears there were several families of 
them, and their whole number is mentioned in ver. 58. 

Ver. 44. Tlie children ofKeros, the children ofSiahal the 
children ofPadon. 

Ver. 45. The children of Lebanah, the children ofHaga- 
bah, the children ofAkkub.] The numbe'r of these families, 
and those that follow, is not set down particularly ; but 
they are all comprehended in that sum mentioned ver. 58. 

Ver. 46. The children ofHagab, the children ofShalmai, 
the children of Hanan. * 

Ver. 47. The children of Giddel, the children of Galiar, 
the children ofReaiah. 

Ver. 48. The children ofRezin, the children of Nekoda, 
the children of Gazzam.' 

Ver. 49. Tlie , children ofUzza, tlie children of Paseah, 
the children of Besai. 

Ver. 50. The children of Asnah, the children ofMehunim, 
the children of Nephusim. 

. Ver. 51. The children of Bakbuk, the children of Haku- 
pha, the children of Harhur. 

Ver. 52. The children of Bazluth, the children ofMehida, 
the children ofHarsha. 

Ver. 53. The children of Barkos, the children of Sisera, 
the children of Tliamah. 

Ver. 54. The children of Neziah, the children ofHatipha. 

Ver. 55. Thechildren of Solomon's servants.] These were 
a distinct people among the Jews; but it is uncertain who , 
they were. Some take them to have been originally de- 
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scended from slaves, whom Solomon took in war, and who 
afterward became proselytes. But there was no war in 
his days ; therefore others think they were such of other 
nations as came to serve Solomon in servile work during 
the building of the temple; who being proselyted, he dc-, 
puted them to the perpetual conservation and rqparation of 
it; as Joshua had done the Giheonites, to be hewers of 
wood and draw r ers of water there. Or, they were some Qf 
the relics of the Canaanites, who delivered up themselves 
to Solomon, 1 Kings ix. 20, 21. Whosoever s they were, it 
appears from ver. 55. of this chapter, that they had the 
same employment with the Nethinims about the temple, 
or something like it; for they are numbered together with 
them. 

The children of Solai, the children, of Sophereth, the 
children ofPeruda.] These, and they that follow in the two 
next verses, are the families of the forenamed persons. 

Ver. 56. Tlie children cfJaalah, the children ofDarkon, 
the children of GiddeL 

Ver. 57. The children of Shephatiah, the children of Hat- 
tit, the children ofPochereth ofZebaim, the children of Ami. 
Ver, 58. Alt the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's 
servants, were three hundred ninety and two.] This makes 
it probable, that the Nethinimsand the children of Solo- 
mon's servants (as I said before), were employed in the 
same or the like employment; being both mentioned to- 
gether: to whose honour it must be observed, that, though 
they were not of the children of Israel, and were despised 
by them (there being decrees made by the Sarihedrin, as 
the Jews tell us, that they should not marry with the Gi- 
beonites,who they fancy are here meant), yet they were 
more forward to return to Jerusalem, and build the house 
of the Lord (where they were to serve in lower ministries), 
than the Lcvites themselves. For there were greater num- 
bers of them returned than of the Levites and singers, as 
appears by comparing this verse with ver.. 40, 41, 

Ver. 59. And these were they which went up fromTel- 
melah, Tel-harsa, Cherub, Addan, and Immer; but they 
could not jshew their father's honse, and their seed, whether 
they were of Israel.] These are names of some cities in 
Chaldea, or Mesopotamia, from whence many went along 
with them to Judea: and, as some think, they were Jews or 
proselytes who were carried captive by Shalmaheser into 
Assyria. Now these could not shew the families from 
whence they were derived, and so could not obtain any 
certain possession in Judea ; as the rest did, who knew to 
what family and city they belonged. 

Ver. 60. Tlie children of Delaiah, the children of To- 
biah, the children of NeTcoda, six hundred fifty and two.] 
These were persons who could not make out their pedi- 
gree; and yet were desirous to live among the people of 
God, and see his worship restored. 

Ver, 61. And of the children of the priests : the children 
ofHabaiah, the children of Koz, the children ofBarzillai 
(which took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gilcad- 
ite, and was called after their name).'] This person, whoso- 
ever he was, thought it so great an honour to be descended 
from such a noble family as that ofBarzillai, that he chose 
to be called by that name, which he preferred .before his 
own in the family of the priests: by which vain ambition 
he lost his title to the priesthood, because he could not 
make out his pedigree from the priests, but from Barzillai* 



Ver. 62. These sought their register among those who were 
reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found.] The 
words may be more plainly translated out of the Hebrew, 
in this manner, These being numbered among thepriests (or, 
reckoned in the priestly genealogy) sought the register, the 
record of it in writing, but could not find it. The Jews were 
so careful to keep the priesthood pure, that they preserved 
an exact.account of the parents, the. kindred, and the qua- 
lity of every priest; because there were Some women the' 
priests might not marry, whose children were accounted im- 
pure; as Mr. Selden hath shewn at large, lib. ii.de Success, 
ad Poutific.'cap.2.p.213. and cap. 3. pi. 215. But when the 
city and temple were burnt, and the people carried away in 
a tumultuous, confused manner into Babylon, many tables 
of genealogy perished, and could not be recovered. 

Therefore were they, as polluted, put from the priesthood.] 
Not permitted to perform the office of priests ; because it 
didnotappear that they werelegally descended from pilots. 
Ver. 63. And the Tirshatha.] Some think (particularly 
Jacobus Capellus),thatby the Tirshatha is here meant Ze- 
rubbabel: it being a general name, they. suppose, for all 
dhief governors. So Nehemiah is called, chap. viii. 9. 
x. 1. whom others therefore will have to be here meant; 
who was a kind of judge (as the Persian word signifies), 
and gave the sentence which here follows, when he came 
to Judea: which was a good while after this first company 
arrived there. Others interpret it, the king's commissioner ; 
for Zerubbabel was no more. (See J. Reynolds, in his Cen- 
sure of the Apocryphal Books, praelect. cxviii.) 

Said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy 
things.] That is, they should not partake of the sacrifices 
offered for sin, nor of the right shoulder of peace-offerings, 
nor of the shew-bread ; w T hich were all most holy, and the 
portion of the priests alone. This shews that Tirshatha, 
whosoever he was, had great power and authority; who 
could lay such a. restraint upon those. that had been held 
for priests. 

Till there stood up a priest with urim and with thummim.] 
Till the Lord himself should shew (when he vouchsafed 
such a high-priest as was in the first temple), whether they 
were of the line of Aaron or not. He "doth not quite reject dnd 
exclude them, but left them their claim; yet would not admit 
them to enjoy that which "was the sole right of the priests : 
which he could not determine whether it belonged to them ; 
but the oracle being ceased, waited till God, who knew all 
things, should declare it. Thus careful they were to distin- 
guish families, that strangers might not come to inherit 
among God's people; and especially that the priesthood 
might not be invaded by any who were unqualified for it. 
(See Buxtorf, in his Historia Urim et Thummim, p. 323. 327.) 
It is evident from this place, that the urim and thummim 
were either lost or burnt with the temple; and whether 
they were after this restored, that is, whether any priest 
with this authority was raised up after the captivity was 
ended, w r e are no where informed. If there was, it was only 
(as Dr. Jackson well speaks, book i. on the Creed, chap. 
11.) to give this people a farewell of God's extraordinary 
speaking to them, either by priests or by prophets, till 
Christ came. Joscphus confesses, that revelation by urim 
and thummim did cease two hundred years before his time : 
but more probably this, as other kinds of prophecy, and 
many extraordinary tokens of God's power and presence 
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(sometimes most frequent in this nation), did cease with 
that generation which returned from captivity, or immedi- 
ately after the finishing the second temple : as if, during all 
that time (to use the words of that great man beforemen- 
tioned), God had appointed a, fast, or vigil, as an introduc- 
tion to the fulness of time; wherein (as Joel prophesied, 
ver. 28.) Godwould pour out his Spirit upon all flesh; upon 
the gentile, as well as the Jew, (Mai. i. 11.) For this 
cause God imposed this long fast upon the Jews, that he 
might humble them, and teach them, that he was not their 
God alone, but of the gentiles alsol The Jews generally ac- 
knowledge there wasno urim and thummim under the second 
temple : and even they that say there was (because it was 
necessary the high-priest should have his garments com- 
plete), yet say, there was no answer from God given by it; 
which is as much as to say, there was none at all. (See 
Buxtorf, Hist. Urim et Thummim, cap. 5.) 

Ver. 64. The whole congregation together was forty and 
two thousand three. hundred and threescore.'] This was but 
a small number in comparison with that vast multitude 
which came out of Egypt, yet more than double to that 
number which was carried away captive by Nebuchadnez- 
zar. But here occurs a small difficulty (like that in the end 
of .the foregoing chapter); for if we put together the several 
sums beforementioned, they amount to no more than twenty- 
nine thousand eight hundred and eighteen; so there wants 
above twelve thousand to make up this number of forty 
thousand three hundred and threescore. But where shall 
we. find them? say the Jews, in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 
29. . To which they there answer, that they were of the 
rest of the tribes of Israel, who came up with those of Ju- 
dah and Benjamin: or they might be Levites, or other 
Israelites, who could not make out their descent. Which 
is a very solid answer, for there is no doubt but many of 
their brethren of the ten tribes incorporated themselves with 
the two tribes in captivity, and took the. advantage of re- 
turning with .them:. which may be the meaning of those 
words in the first chapter, ver. 5. " Then rose lip the chief 
of the fathers of Judah and Benjamin, with all them whose 
spirit God had raised to go up :" that is, saith Diodate, all 
those of other tribes, according to 1 Chron. ix. 3. 

Ver. 65. Besides their servants and their maids, of whom 
there were seven thousand three hundred thirty and seven.] 
Though all that returned were not Jews, but some of the 
ten tribes joined with them ; yet they did not amount, slaves 
and all, to fifty thousand. Now what is this number to 
what they were in Jehoshaphat's time, when Judah had in 
it two hundred thousand fighting men? 

And there were among them two hundred singing-men and 
singing-women.] Whether these were now become servants 
is not certain ; but it seems to be manifest from 1 Chron. 
xxv. 5, 6. that women, as well as men, sung in the house 
of the Lord. 

Ver.: 66. Tlieir horses were seven hundred thirty and six; 
their mules, two hundred forty and five.] Their poverty ap- 
pears, as by the small number of servants that attended 
them, so by the little parcel of cattle which they had to 
carry them. 

Ver. 67. Tlieir camels, four hundred thirty and five; their 
asses, six thousand seven hundred and twenty.] Most of the 
people therefore travelled on foot, for these would but suf- 
fice to carry their baggage (as we speak), or little more. 



Ver. 68. And some of the chief of the fathers, when they 
came to the house of the Lord which is at Jerusalem.'] That 
is, to the place in which the temple stood, unto which it 
seems their pious affections carried them, as soon as they 
came to Jerusalem. 

Offered freely for the house of God, to set it up in his 
place.] Made a new offering besides that which they 
brought out of Babylon from their brethren there, men- 
tioned chap. i. 4. 6. By this it appears, that the Jews were 
not made such poor slaves in Babylon as wrought for their 
lords and masters, but had liberty to trade and get riches 
for themselves; some of them being advanced to consi- 
derable offices in the king's court: otherwise they could 
not have been able to offer such sums as are mentioned in 
the next verse. And the like contribution, though not so 
large, was made for the support of the second company that 
went up from Babylon, as Josephus tells us, lib. xi. cap. 4. 
where he saith, the Jews in Babylon gave their brethren 
who were going to their own country, a hundred pound of 
gold, and five thousand of silver. But most of these rich 
men continued still in fiabylon> being well settled there* 
and in a thriving condition: insomuch that R.Eliezer was 
wont to say (as he is quoted by a converted Jew), "The 
bran only returned to Judea, the fine flour still remained in 
Babylon." (See Jer.xxix.4,5.28.) But this is a conceit ad- 
vanced to elude the prophecies which belong to their return 
from Babylon, and apply them to their present captivity 
from the Romans. 

Ver. 69. Tliey gave after their ability, unto the treasure of 
the work.] Which was presently erected, according to the 
ancient pattern in David's time, (1 Chron. xxvi. 20.) ' - 
. ." Tlireescoreand one thousand drams of gold, and five thou- 
sand pounds of silver, and one hundred priests* garments.] 
Garments, as well as gold arid silver, were wont to be laid 
up in treasures, as appears by our Saviour's words, *■' Lay 
up for yourselves treasures, where neither moth nor rust do 
corrupt," Matt. vi. 20. Moths do not corrupt silver and 
gold, but only garments. (See Job xxvii. 16.) 

Ver. 70. So the priests, and the Levites, and some of the 
people, and the singers, and the porters, and the Nethinhns, 
l dvjelt in their cities.] They are here set down in that order 
wherein they are reckoned from ver. 36. and the good order 
is observed that was among them, every one going to the 
city where his ancestors dwelt; and so did all Israel, as 
well as Judah and Benjamin; (chap. vi. 16, 17.) Thus the 
foundation of this poor commonwealth was laid in a mar- 
vellous concord, there being no strife nor contention among 
them that came up, though of different orders and qualities ; 
but they had one heart and soul, like the first Christians, 
without which unity no people can be preserved. And that 
it may be cherished, they must avoid those things that de- 
stroy it, which are (as Joh. Wolfius here observes) prin- 
cipally <pikavria and TroXvTrpayfxocrvvrj, self-love, and meddling 
in other men's matter's. 

And all Israel in their cities.] When the ten tribes were 
carried captives by Shalmaneser into Assyria, they were 
not carried away entirely, but some of every tribe left, who, 
with Judah and Benjamin, were afterward carried to Ba- 
bylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and now restored by Cyrus. By 
this our primate Usher explains what we read afterward, 
(chap. vi. 17, 18.) that they offered twelve he-goats, accord- 
ing to the number of the children of Israel ; (ad A. Mundi 
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3468.) and, indeed, there were some relics of the ten tribes 
till their last destruction, (Acts xxvi. 7.) 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. L jCjlND tvhen the seventh month was come, and the 
cJiildren of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered them- 
selves together as one man to Jerusalem.'] We are no where 
told in what month they began their journey from Babylon. 
But from chap. vii. 9. we understand it was a journey of 
four months from thence to Jerusalem; so that w r e may 
safely conclude they came out in the spring-time in the first 
or second month, and having spent a short time in settling 
themselves in their several cities, the seventh approached, 
or dreio nigh (so it must be understood, and should be ren- 
dered), in which was the first feast that fell out after they 
came into Judea; which they assembled themselves unani- 
mously to celebrate at Jerusalem. 

Ver. 2. Then stood up Jeshua the son ofJozadak, and his 
brethren the priests.] He was the high-priest, called Joshua 
in Haggai i. 1. 

And Zeriibbabel the son of Shealtiel, and his brethren.] 
He is called there the governor of Judah, being appointed 
by the king of Persia to that office. And he is there put 
before Joshua, as here he is put after : the viceroy and the 
high-priest being " Pares dignitate aut suppares," as Bo- 
chartus speaks. (See below, ver. 8. chap. iv. 3. v. 2.) 

And builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt- 
offerings thereon.] Which were the most ancient offerings 
of all others. 

As it is written in the law of Moses, the man of God.] 
Where, in the very beginning of the book of Leviticus, there 
is an order for the burnt-sacrifices before any other. 

Ver. 3. And they set the altar.] Before they began to lay 
the foundation of the temple ; for they would not have sa- 
crifices wanting while it was building. 

Upon his bases.] That is, in the place, some think, where 
it #Qciently stood. Which was done, Maimonides saith, by 
the authority of the prophets, who were then among them. 
Here the reader must remember what I have observed upon 
1 Chron. ix. 11. 21. 23. that till the temple could be built, 
they erected a tabernacle wherein the service of God was 
performed, as it was before Solomon's temple was built. 
But I noted there, ver. 18. that it did not stand on Mount 
Moriah, but on Mount Zion; and therefore the altar was 
also there, and not in the place where it anciently stood, till 
the temple was finished. 

(For fear was upon them, because of the people of those 
countries).] The particle Jci, which we translate/or, signifies 
although: and so it had been better rendered here, Although 
they were in great fear of their evil neighbours, yet not- 
withstanding they would not desist from restoring the wor- 
ship of God. But if we take it as wc translate it, the meaning 
is plain that they were the more zealous to restore the wor- 
ship of God, that they might upon all occasions flee to him 
for succour against their enemies, of whom they wero in 
dread. 

And they offered burnt-offerings thereon unto the Lord, 
even burnt-offerings morning and evening.] Which is called 
in the law of Moses the continual burnt-offering, Exod. 
xxix. 38—42. Numb, xxviii. 3. G. 



Ver. 4. TJiey kept also the Jeast of tabernacles, as it is 
xvritten.] See Exod.xxiii. 1G. The seventh month was so 
remarkable for many solemnities appointed to be held in it, 
that I cannot think they kept only the feast of tabernacles. 
For on the very first day of the month there was ^ to bo a 
holy convocation, (Numb. xxix. 1, &c.) on which they be- 
gan to offer sacrifice, as it is said here, ver. G. : and on the 
tenth day was another holy convocation, which was the 
most solemn in all tho year, being the great day of atone- 
mcnt,*(Nurab. xxix. 7.) With these, I suppose, they be- 
gan ; and especially on the tenth day begged pardon of God 
for their sins, which had cast them out of their land ; and 
then proceeded on the fifteenth day to thank God for their 
restoration, by keeping the feast of tabernacles. 

And offered the daily burnt-offerings by number, accord- 
ing to the custom, as the duty of every day required.] On 
every day of the feast, which lasted seven days, there were 
special sacrifices appointed by the law, and in great num- 
bers; as may be seen Numb. xxix. 13. 17, &c. which put 
this poor people to great expenses; but their piety now 
w r as such, that they valued nothing so much as the service 
of God. 

Ver. 5. And afterward offered the continual burnt-offer- 
ings, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the 
Lord that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly 
offered a free-will-offering unto the Lord. 

Ver. 6. From the first day of the seventh month began they 
to offer burnt-offerings unto the Lord: but the foundation of 
the temple of the Lord was not yet laid.] The meaning of 
these two verses is, that holy rites of sacrificing were re- 
stored, and so were kept and continued ever after in their 
several seasons, on the new moons, and other festival so- 
lemnities. And they began with the morning and evening 
burnt-offering, which was never to be omitted, but in cvefy 
solemnity was to have the precedence, and be offered in 
the first place. (See Numb, xxviii. 3, 4, &c.) 

Vcrl 7. They gave money also unto the masons, and to the 
carpenters.] To prepare materials for the building. 

And meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to 
them of Tyre.] Who wanted these things more than money, 
as appears by the history of Solomon's building, (1 Kings 
v. 10.) 

To bring cedar-trees from Lebanon to the sea ofJoppa.] 
As they had done in the days of Solomon, (1 Kings v. D.) 

According to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of 
Persia.] Who commanded, I suppose, those of Tyre and 
Zidon to assist them. 

Ver. 8. Noiv, in the second year of their coming unto the 
house of God at Jerusalem.]' That is, to the place where the 
house of God formerly stood. 

In the second month.] All the time before this, in the lat- 
ter end of the last year, was spent, it is probable, in re- 
moving the rubbish, and preparing the ground for laying 
the foundation, as much as the winter would permit: which 
was not a season to begin the work, but after the Passover, 
I presume, they entered upon it. 

Began Zeriibbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua the son 
ofJozadak, and the remnant of their brethren, the priests 
and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the cap- 
tivity tinto Jerusalem.] Here Zerubbabcl is put before Je- 
shua, as ver. 2. Jeshua was put before hira : whereby we 
learn they were of equal dignity, in the account of the 
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Jews. For Zerubbabel was not a king, but a governor of 
thepTOvince of Judea, under the king of Persia, as Nehe- 
miah was ; (chap. v. 14, 15.) under whom there were princes 
and rulers, that is, the heads of families; (chap. ix. 2.) and 
below them there were captains of thousands, &c. and other 
subaltern officers; (chap. x. 8. 14.) and after all,in the fourth, 
place, the great congregation: which Bertram makes ac- 
count was the government of the Jews, after their return 
from the captivity. (See him, de Repub. Jud. cap. 13. 
where he undertakes to make out the four orders from 
Nehein. v. 7, &c ) 

And appointed the Levites, from twenty years old and up- 
ward, to set forward the work of the house of the Lord.] For 
since the time of David, they were thought fit at twenty 
years of age to attend the service of God in his house. 

Ver. 9. Tlien stood Jeshua with his sons and his brethren.} 
Not Jeshua the high-priest beforementioned, but another 
Jeshua, who was a Levite, mentioned chap. ii. 40. 

Kadmieland his sous, the sons ofJudah, together.'] Who 
is called there Hodaviah. , . 

To setfonvard the workmen in the house of God.] They 
being made overseers of the work. 

The sons of Henadad, with their sons, and their brethren 
the Levites.] These were afterward added to the forenamed, 
as their assistants. ... 

Ver. 10. And when the builders laid the foundation of the 
temple of the Lord, they set the priests in their apparel with 
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, 
to praise the Lord.] While the sacrifices,! suppose, at the 
same time were offered, they sung praise to God with such 
instruments as they had; which were only cymbals, for it 
is like they had not yet got harps and lutes. The apocry- 
phal Esdras saith, they laid the foundation in*the new moon; 
but Calvisius thinks it more probable to have been laid the 
day'after, the new moon being a festival. 

After the ordinance of David king of Israel.] See 1 Chron. 
xvi.7. xxv. 1. 

Ver. 11. And they sang together by course.] That is, an- 
swered one to another ; for from hence was derived the 
manner of praying and praising God in the Christian ser- 
vice alternatively, as Mr. Mede observes, book i. discourse 
xvi. where he notes how the seraphims cried one to an- 
other, saying, "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts/' &c. 
Isa. vi. 3. 

In praising and giving thanks unto the Lord; because he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever towards Israel.] 
Thus many of the Psalms of David begin, cvii. exxviii. 
and cxxxYi. which last psalm, it is probable, was now sung 
entirely, in every verse of which these words are repeated, 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

And all the people shouted ivith a great shout, when they 
praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the 
Lord was laid.] That is, every one expressed their thank- 
fulness and Joy, in such manner as they w r ere able; the 
priests and Levites with singing and music, and the people 
with shouting, which is a natural expression of joy, and as 
acceptable as the most artificial composures. 

Ver. 12. But many of the priests and Levites, and chief 
of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had seen the first 
house.] As many of them might have done, it not being 
above threescore (or, as some compute, sixty-one) years 
since it was burnt. And some of them lived long after this, , 
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which was the first year of Cyrus: for some prolonged their 
days (as Huetius observes) till the second year of Darius . 
Hystaspes, which was eighteen years after the first of Cyrus, 

When the foundation of this house was laid before their 
eyes, wept tvith a loud voice; and many shouted aloud for 
joy.] The younger sort shouted, but many of the ancient 
people disturbed their acclamations with bowlings. For 
though the temple was intended to be built as large as the . 
former, upon the same foundation ; yet there were not such 
goodly stones to lay for the foundation, as there were for 
Solomon's,. (1 Kings vii.9, 10.) nor could they hope to 
build it so magnificently as he had done, nor was there any 
appearance of the Divine glory, or of a. priest with urim 
and thummim, and such-like things : which indeed were sad, 
but ought not to have made them weep so loud, and inter- 
rupt the public joy. Thankfulness for ^ni^ll beginnings 
would better have become them, than complaints that their 
condition was no better. iff v f , 

,Ver. 13. So that the people could noitlkcern the noise of 
the shout of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people.] t 
There was a great confusiQn among them by these contrary 
passions, which was very lamentable when God had been 
so very good to. them all. 

For, the people shouted with a loud shout, and the noisq 
teas heard afar off.] Notwithstanding which, the young 
people continued to shout as loud as they could, and made 
the noise of their joy be heard farther off than the others- 
weeping was, . 

CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. 1\ OW,ivhenthe adversaries of Judah and Benja r 
mm.] These were the Samaritans, who were grieved at 
their return, (ver. 10.) \ 

Heard that the children of the captivity bnildedthe temple 
unto the Lord God of Israel.] They being neighbours were 
soon informed, not only of their return from captivity, but 
of their building the temple. 

Ver. 2. Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of 
the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build tvith you.] 
This people, no doubt, were desirous to partake of the pri- 
vileges which were granted to the Jews by the king of Per- ' 
sia : and so not only offered their assistance towards the 
building of the temple,' but would have been one people 
with them. So the following words import. 

For we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto 
hint.] They pretend to be of the same religion with them, 
which is the greatest bond of union: but in truth they 
were not;, for though.they.wdrshipped God, yet they joined 
other feigned gods with him, and therefore could not be ad=- 
mitted into communion with them at the temple. 

Since the days of Esar-haddon king of Assur,ivhic7i brought 
tis tip hither.] The same with him mentioned % Kings xixv 
39. who brought a second colony, after that, brought by 
Shalmaneser when he first conquered them, to people the 
country better; and sent a priest also to instruct them, from 
whom they pretended to have received God's true religion. 

Ver. 3. -But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the 
chief of the fathers, saidnnto them, You have nothing to do 
with us to build a house mito our God.] They knew them 
very well what they were ; viz. a mixed people, not purely 
of the seed of Israol, and of a medley, religion, not wor- 
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Shipping God purely; and therefore they would have no- 
thing to clo with them. And, indeed, they soon discovered 
their hypocrisy by writing against the work, which they 
would have hindered by making divisions if thoy had been 
among (hem. 

But we ourselves together will build unto the Lord God of, 
Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded 
vs.] They rcsolvo to admit no other people to join with 
them, but to pursue the grant which king Cyrus had made 
to them alone, and to none other. These M r ere the two 
reasons why they rejected them, because they were not of 
the same people, and the king of Persia had granted this 
licence to build the temple only to the Jews. 

Ver. 4. Then the people of the land.] That is, the fore- 
named Samaritans. 

Weakened the hands of the people of Judah.] Discouraged 
them in their undertakings by false reports and slanders, 
and, perhaps, by threatenings. 

And troubled them in building.] Laid all the impediments 
they could in their way, by hindering materials or provi- 
sions from coming to them, or by enticing away their work- 
men, or such-like means. 

Ver. 5. And hired counsellors against them, to frustrate 
their purpose.] They hribed some of the council of the king 
of Persia to obstruct the work; a frequent mischief in 
courts, as Grotius notes : or, perhaps, there were some of 
the officers of the king of Persia in Samaria, Syria, and 
Judea, whom they corrupted to cross this design. 

All the days of Cyrus king of Persia.] Who being en- 
gaged in war with the Lydians and Scythians, could not 
attend such affairs as this; but it went on slowly: which 
his son Cambyscs regarded not at all, being no friend of 
the Jews, nor of religion. 

Even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.] Till Da- 
rius the son of Ilystaspes, who, killing the magi (who after 
Cambyses had possessed themselves of the kingdom), was 
made. king; and marrying Artossa the daughter of Cyrus, 
and loving her very much, confirmedthe decree of Cyrus, 
arid followed his steps that he might stand the safer him- 
self., It is a great controversy indeed between learned men, 
whether this Darius, or Darius Nothus, be here meant : and 
there arc strong arguments on both sides, which it is an 
immense labour to examine,, with the objections against 
them.. It hath been lately done in brief by a judicious 
writer, who after all is constrained to conclude .with a non 
liquet. But yet he thinks the most weighty reasons incline 
to Darius Ilystaspes. (Sec Hermannus Witsius, Miscella- 
nea Sacra, lib. i. cap. 20.) 

Ver. 6. And in the reign ofAhasuerus.] Who this was is 
very uncertain ; there being many who think, that after Cy- 
rus this vr&snomen gentilitium (as they call it), the name of 
all their kings (as Pharaoh was of all the kings of Egypt), 
who were called Xerxes, or Artaxcrxes (from Ahasuerus, 
as Grotius thinks), besides the name they had before they 
came to the crown. Some therefore. say this was Camby- 
ses, (so primate Usher, ad A. M. 3476.) [others Darius 
Ilystaspes, others Artaxcrxes Mncmon, or Longimanus ; 
whose disputes arc very long about this matter, but leave 
one no more satisfied than before he began to read 
them. 

In the begin?ii?ig of his reign, wrote they unto him an ac- 
cusation against the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem.'} 



Importing that they intended to set up for themselves, and 
not to depend upon the king of Persia. 

Ver. 7. And in the days of Artaxerxes.] Who is before 
called Ahasuerus; which is supposed to be his Chaldec 
name, as Artaxcrxes was his Persian. But Dr. Alix, who 
had examined these things, looks upon it as absurd to sup- 
pose Ahasuerus to have been the name of all the Persian 
kings, and takes this Artaxcrxes to have been the son of 
Xerxes, viz. Artaxcrxes Longimanus. 

Wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel,and the rest of their 
companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia.] These men 
first drew up the letter, which they intended to send to the 
king, being governors, I suppose, under him, on this side 
of Euphrates ; such as the Greeks call tctraTchs. 

And the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian 
tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue.] The mean- 
ing may be, .that they sent a brief address to the king in 
the Syrian tongue, and expounded their business more 
largely to some of his counsellors in the same tongue. Or, 
by the first we may understand the letter or characters, and 
by the other -.the- words: so that the meaning is, it, was 
wrote both in Syrian characters, and in Syrian words. For 
sometimes a letter or other -writing is sent in the character 
of one language, and in words of another ; as Chaldce and 
Syrian words are wrote in the Hebrew characters, and we 
ofttimes write Hebrew words in the English characters. 
But this letter was wrote, and was to be read in the same 
language. 

Ver. 8. Helium the chancellor, and Shimshai the scribe, 
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king.] 
These two were principal persons in these countries; 
who either joined with the other three beforementioned 
in. the same letter, or wrote another letter of the same 
import. 

In this sort.] Containing the same complaint against the 
Jews. 

Ver. 9. Then wrote Behum the chancellor, and Sliimshai 
the scribe, and the rest of their companions; the Dinaites, 
the Apharsathchites, the Tarpelites, the Apharsites, theAr- 
chevites, the Babylonians, the Susanchites, the Dehavites, 
and the Elamites.] These nine nations came out of Assyria, 
Persia, Media, Susiana, and other provinces of that .vast 
empire ; who with one consent joined in this.lctter or peti- 
tion. For, perhaps, the king being loath to do. any thing 
hastily upon the motion of that letter mentioned ver. 8. 
sent to have the opinion of all these nations, .or the prin- 
cipal persons among them ; and of all other on this side 
the river Euphrates, as it here follows. 

Ver. 10. And the rest of the nations whom the great and 
noble Asnapper brought over, and set in the cities of Samaria, 
and therest that are on this side the river.] Some take Asnap- 
per to be another name for Shalmanescr, or for Esar-haddon, 
who sent these colonics hither. But it is more reasonable 
to think he was some great commander, .who was entrusted 
by one or both of those kings to conduct them, and bring 
them over (the river Euphrates), and see them settled in 
these countries. 

And at such a time.] Which was expressed, no. doubt, 
in the letter ; but here it is only noted in general, that 
the year and. the day were mentioned, whcn.it was sub- 
scribed. . ... . 

.. Ver. 11. This is the copy of the letter that they sent xinto 
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him, evenunto Artaxerxes the king: Tliy servants, the men on 
this side the river, and at such a time.] This was the title of 
their letter : the letter itself followeth. 

Ver. 12. Be it known unto the king, that the Jews, ivhich 
came up from thee to us, are come unto Jerusalem, building 
the rebellious and the bad city, and have set up the tvalls 
thereof, and joined the foundations.'] This was a mere ca- 
lumny; for they attempted no such thing as to build the 
walls of Jerusalem. But they speak in ambiguous words 
(as Huetius observes) concerning the building of this city ; 
which in one seilse was true. For they built houses, with- 
out which it could not be inhabited; but they did not go 
about to encompass it with walls, to defend the city against 
the incursions of their enemies ; which was not begun till 
a great while after. They are fallacious words therefore, 
whereby they imposed upon the king's belief, when they 
say, they set up the walls thereof: for they only set up the 
walls of their houses, not of their city. And there is a de- 
monstration they did no more; for when it is said there 
was an order from the king, that this city should not be 
built, and accordingly the work was stopped, it is thus ex- 
pressed, (ver. 24.) then ceased the work of the house of God, 
which is at Jerusalem. .It is not said, The work of building 
the walls of the city ceased (for they were about no such 
thing),* but the work of the house of God, which was all they 
did. Thus wicked men compass their ends by lies and 
fallacies ; with which they prepossess men's minds against 
the truth. As for their calling it a rebellious and bad city, 
there was some colour for it; their latter kings having re- 
belled against the king of Babylon. And besides, the laws 
and customs of the Jews were such, as would not permit 
them to conform to the manner of other nations; which 
made their neighbours have an ill opinion of them, as an 
unsociable people. 

Ver. 13. Be it known now unto the king, that if this city 
be bnilded, and the tvalls set up again, then will they not pay 
toll, tribute, and custom.] They pretend the Jews would be 
no longer in subjection, if their city was built; but set up 
for themselves, as a free peoplo. By the first of these 
words Grotius understands that which every head paid to 
the king, which we call poll-money; by the second, the 
excise (as we now speak) that was upon commodities and 
merchandise; and by the last, the rent which their land 
paid. But a late learned man thinks, the, first word rather 
signifies that part which every man paid out of his estate^ 
according as it was valued; the second, that which was 
paid for every head; and the third, that which was paid 
upon the highways, by every traveller who brought in 
wares, or carried them out. (Herman. Witsius, in his Mis- 
cell, par. ii. Exerc. xi. n. 20.) 

Akd so thou shall endamage the revenue of the kings.] 
They pretend to study nothing but the profit of the king; 
and that neither he nor his successors might lose any of 
the duties owing to the crown. 

Ver. 14. Now, because we have. maintenance from the 
king's palace.] In the Hebrew it is, we are salted with the 
salt of thepalace; i. e. received their salary from the king, 
as Junius translates it. For it seems, they received their 
stipend in salt (from whence it was called a salary), which 
the son of Sirach mentions among the things necessary to 
human life, (Ecclus. xxxix. 31.) And Homer calls it a 
Divine thing, because, as Plutarch expounds him, it. sea- 
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sons all food, and gives a relish to it. (See Dr. Cudworth, 
of the Lord's Supper, p. 68.) 

And it was not meet for us to see the king's dishonour.'] 
It did not become them who received maintenance from 
the king to see him wronged any way. 

Tlierefore have we sent and certified the king.] Which 
they would have him think was the sole cause of their 
writing, to inform him in the truth. 

Ver. 15. That search may be made in the book of the re-, 
cords of thy fathers.] In the chronicles of the kings that 
had reigned before him; whom they call his fathers, be- 
cause they were his predecessors in that kingdom, wherein 
he now reigned. This search shews, this letter was writ- 
ten a long time after the edict of Cyrus. 
4 So shalt thou find in the book of the records, and know, 
that this city is a rebellious city, and hurtful unto kings and 
provinces, and that they have moved sedition within the 
same of old time ; for ivhich cause teas this city destroyed.] 
They mix some truth with abundance of falsehood: for this 
city could not be rebellious in old time, being subject to 
none ; till, in latter times, it was conquered by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, against whom they rebelled. 

Ver. 16: We certify the king, that if this city be bnilded 
again, and the walls thereof set up, by this means thou shalt 
have no portion on this side the river.] This was a most 
groundless suggestion, that they should either be able to 
conquer all the neighbouring countries, as far as Euphrates/ 
or draw them all into a rebellion with them against the king. 

Ver. 17. Then sent the king an answer unto Eehum the 
chancellor, and to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of 
their companions that dwell in Samaria, and unto the rest 
beyond the river, Peace, and at such a time.] This was a 
matter of such concern, that the king dispatched a speedy 
answer to be communicated to all the people, mentioned 
ver. 9, 10. 

Ver. 18. The letter which ye sent unto us hath been 
plainly read before me.] It was read, in all likelihood, be- 
fore the king in council. 

Ver. 19. And I commanded, and search hath been made.] 
In the public records. (See chap. v. 17. vi. 1, 2. Esther ii. : 
23. vi. 1.) 

And it is found, that this city of old time hath made in- 
surrection against kings, and that rebellion and sedition 
have been made therein.] One instance or two of it, in latter' 
times, served to fasten this odious character upon them ; as 
if they had been always guilty of these crimes. 

Ver. 20; There have been mighty kings also over Jerusa- 
lem, which have ruled over all countries beyond the river.] 
Sueh, indeed, were David and Solomon,; who, as their re- 
cords shewed, ruled over all countries on this side Euphrates. 

And toll, tribute, and custom, was paid unto them.] As 
now they were to the king q{ Persia : which seemed to jus- 
tify what this people suggested in their letter, ver. 10. only 
they wanted such mighty kings as they then had, and were 
never likely to have such again. • 

Ver. 21. Give ye now commandment to cause these men to 
cease, and that this city be not builded.] He gave no order 
about the temple, but only about the city; which he was 
made to believe they were fortifying. 

Until another commandment shall be given from me.] Ho 
kept his ears open, like a good king, to further informa- 
tion ; which-if he should have different from theirs, ho 
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might give other orders. For this was "not & law of the 
Medes and Persians that could not be revoked ; but only 
an edict, depending wholly upon the will and pleasure of 
Hie king, which he might have reason to alter hereafter. 

Ver. 22. Take heed now that ye fall not to do this: why 
should damage grow to the hurt of the kings?]' By (heir neg- 
ligence, if they permitted them to proceed to fortify Jeru- 
salem. It is very observable, that in neither • of their 
letters, nor in the king's answer, there is not one word of 
the command which Cyrus gave; nor any thing said of the 
building of the temple: which was the great thing in which 
they were employed; and the building of which could be 
no damage to the king. • But though we do not know by 
what trick the decree of Cyrus was now smothered, yet their 
silence about it proves (as the forenamed Dr. Alix suggests 
to me) that this complaint was moved neither in the time 
of Darius the First, who lived in the court of Cyrus, and 
married his daughter, nor of Xerxes his son, as Josephus 
thinks (taking Xerxes for Artaxerxes), but in the begin- 
ning of ArtaxerxesLongimanus; who began to;reign se- 
venty-one years after the first of Cyrus, in which the edict 
was published. 

Ver; 23. Now; when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter 
tvas read before Rehnm, and Shimshai the scribe, and their 
companions, they went tip in haste to Jerusalem unto the 
Jews.] So they of the captivity are now called, though 
there were many Israelites among them; because they 
chiefly consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. But 
it must be noted, that all Israel (as this author speaks, 
chap. ii. ult.) are included under the name of Jews. For 
liberty was granted to them all by the edictof Cyrus(which 
cannot be noted too often), in virtue of which they might 
return when they pleased. -But the holy writers mention 
only those who returned in a body : after which the pro- 
phets admonish those who remained in captivity to return 
to their own land ; as we see in the book of Zechariah. 
. And made them to cease by force and power.] They 
threatened, I suppose, to force them to desist, if they did 
aot presently obey the king's order; which was only that 
the city should not.be built: but the temple being a part of 
it, they would have it understood that it w r as comprehended 
in this order. 

Ver. 24. Then ceased the work of the house of God which 
is at Jerusalem.'] It did not quite cease; for when the Jews 
understood that this edict did not prohibit the building of 
thetemple,but only of the city, they went on with their work 
again without asking any leave; since they knew Arta- 
xerxes did not forbid it. But it went on so slowly, that in a 
manner it ceased, till the beginning of the reign of Darius, 
as it here follows. 

s So it ceased nnto the second year of the reign of Darius 
king of Persia.] They that take Darius Nothus to be here 
meant, arc pressed with very great difficulties. For, from 
the first year of Cyrus, who gave order for the building of 
the temple, till the sixth year of Darius Nothus, in which 
they suppose it was finished, there were at least a hun- 
dred and thirteen years, as Scaligcr and Calvisius make 
account: but as others think, a hundred and seventeen; 
and, according to Cocceius, a hundred forty and two. 
Now all this time Zerubbabel was in the government of 
Judea, and Jcshua in the high-priesthood: but so long an 
authority in church or state w r as never heard of in any age ; 
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and they must have lived some 4ime before and after, arid 
consequently they must be of a vast age: and therefore 
so long a space was not between the beginning and the 
conclusion of this work. Besides, Haggai supposes (chap. 
ii.4,) that some remembered the glory of the first house, 
and compared it with the glory of the second: which, if 
this was in the sixth year of Darius Nothus, they must be 
at least a hundred and fourscore years old; which is not 
likely. * Several solutions are given to .this, which, do not 
satisfy those who believe Darius Ilystaspes is here meant: 
whose second year was the eighteenth after the first of 
Cyrus, as Iluctius reckons : and this is the most ancient 
opinion. But it is built only upon the authority of Jose- 
phus, w T ho was followed by many after the second century : 
but before, they took this Darius to be Darius Ochus, as 
Dr. Alix assures me, w r ho thinks the long life of Zerubbabel 
and Jeshua is no objection against it; but is to be looked 
upon as an extraordinary effect of the Divine goodness, for 
the re-establishment of the commonwealth, and of the wor- 
ship of God : as the life of Jehoiada was prolonged for the 
same reason, (2 Chron. xxiv: 15.) * 

CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and 
Zechariah the son of Iddo.] The grandchild of Iddo;.for 
his father's name was Berachiah. 

, Prophesied unto the Jews that were in Judah and Jerusa- 
lem in the name of the God of Israel, even ttnto them.'] Or 
rather against them, as the Hebrew w T ords may be inter- 
preted : for they reproved them because they did not build 
the temple. They both prophesied in the second year of 
Darius, as appears by the beginning of their prophecies: 
one in the sixth month, the other in the eighth. This second 
year of Darius, as Dr. Alix observes to me, was a sab- 
batic year, from which there were seven weeks, or forty- 
nine days, as well for the rebuilding of the walls of Jeru- 
salem, w r hich was in tho twentieth of Artaxerxes, as for 
settling a right policy in church and state, which was 
finished by Nehemiah, the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, 
which was also a sabbatic year. • And from this second of 
Darius, whom God gave order by these precepts to set 
upon this work, he thinks, is tho true beginning of the 
sixty-two weeks, (spoken of, Dan. ix.) till the appearing 
of the Messiah. 

Ver. 2. Then rose up Zerubbabel the son of Shealliel, and 
Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and began to build the house of 
God which is at Jerusalem.] It had been begun a good 
while ago, but* went on very slowly, till these great men, 
excited by the prophets, set the work forward. 

And with them rvere the jyroj)hets of God helping them.] 
Calling upon them to labour strenuously in the work : for 
God was with them, to protect, defend, and prosper them, 
(Haggai i. 13, 14. ii.4.) 

'Ver. 3. At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor 
on this side the river, and Shcthar-boznai, and their compa- 
nions.] These were men in authority under the king of 
Persia, who managed the public affairs in these countries; 
but seem to have been of a better spirit than Behum, and 
the rest mentioned in the foregoing chapter; who, it is 
likely, were cither dead, or put out of their places by this 
new king. 
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And said thus unto them, Wlio hath commanded you to 
bu\ld this house, and to make zip this wall?~\ They fairly 
question them by what authority they built the temple, and 
the wall about it : for they do not mean the wall of the city, 
which was not building. • 

Vef. 4. lliensaid we unto them after this manner, Wliat 
are the names of the men that make this building ?] Many 
take these to be still the w r ords of Tatnai, and his compa- 
nions. But it is more natural to take them for the answer 
of the Jews: who not only told them by what authority 
they built the temple, but also gave them the names of those 
who were the great undertakers of the work; after which, 
it is likely, they inquired, ver. 10. But then the word What, 
is not the note of an interrogation, but is to be translated, 
We said unto them after this maimer, What were the names, 
&c. From which place Huetius argues, that he who wrote 
this chapter was now present when this question was asked, 
and answer made to it; and therefore Ezra was not the 
writer: for this was in the second year of Darius, and he 
did not come, to Jerusalem till the seventh year of Arta- 
xerxes, called Longimanus, (chap. vii. 1. 8.) 

Ver. 5. But the eye of their God was upon the elders of 
the Jeics, that they could not cause them to cease, till the 
matter came to Darius.'] By the favour and good providence 
of God, the king's ministers in those parts became their 
friends, so far, as not to prohibit them to go on with their 
work; but referred the matter to the consideration of Da- 
rius himself; to whom they make a very fair and honest 
report of the case. 

And then they returned answer by letter concerning this 
matter.] The matter being laid before Darius, they received 
answer from him by letter what should be done in it. 

Ver. 6. Tlxe copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on 
this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions 
the Apharsachites, which Were on this side the river, sent 
unto Darius the king.] The Apharsachites were ono of the 
nations mentioned before in the formerletter to Artaxerxfcs, 
(chap. iv. 9.) of which,* perhaps, these two great men 
were. 

Ver. 7. They sent a letter unto him, wherein teas written 
thus: Unto Darius the king, all peace.] They seem to write 
with greater affection than the former did, wishing the king . 
all prosperity and happiness, which the other did not, but 
only called themselves his servants, (chap. iv. 11.) 

Ver. 8. Be it known unto the king, that we went into the 
province ofJudea, to the house of the great God.] So the 
Jews spake, to distinguish their God from all others, who 
were the gods only of small countries, every one of which 
had their particular gods. 

Which is bnilded with great stones.] The Talmudists, 
Jarchi, and Kimchi, and others, translate it marble stones, 
and the LXX. choice stones. 

And timber is laid in the walls, and this work goethfast 
on, and prospereth in their hands.] It was advanced so far, 
and such diligence was used, that if a stop were not put to 
it, it would be speedily finished. 

Ver. D. Then asked we those elders, and said unto them, 
Who commanded yon to build this house, and to make up 
these walls ? 

Ver. 10. And we asked their na?nes also, to certify thee, 
that we might write the names of the men that were the chief 
of them.] They mado a very diligent inquiry,* that they 



might give the king a perfect account of the matter, and he 
might the better judge of it. 

Ver. 11. And thus* they* returned us answer, saying, We 
are the- servants of the God of heaven and earth, arid build 
the house that was builded these many years ago, which a 
great king of Israel builded and set tip.] They own their 
religion which was of very ancient standing; their God 
having been worshipped many ages ago in this house which 
was built by Solomon. 

Ver. 12. But after that our fathers had provoked the God 
of heaven untowrath, he gave them into the -hand of Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who de- 
stroyed this house, and carried the people away into Baby- 
lon.] They give them a short account how it came to be 
destroyed for their sins, and how they were punished on 
that account 

. Ver. 13. But in the first year of Cyrus the king of Baby- 
lon, the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this house 
of God. 

r Ver. 14. And the vessels also of gold and silver of the 
house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple 
that was in Jerusalem, and brought them into the temple of 
Babylon, those did Cyrus the king take out of the temple of 
Babylon, and they were delivered unto one ivhose name was 
Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor. 

-Ver. 15. And said unto him, Take these vessels, go, carry 
them into the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house 
of God be builded in his place. 

Ver. 16. Then came the same Sheshbazzar, and laid the 
foundation of the house of God which is in Jerusalem: and 
since that time even until now hath it been in building, and 
yet it is not finished.] These last words shew it had gone 
on very slowly and negligently ever since the first of Cyrus, 
they being in a poor condition, and hindered in the work 
by the Samaritans; after which the people grew r sluggish, 
being set upon building their own bouses, which they car- 
ried on with greater earnestness, than the house of God, as 
Haggai reproves them. However, in these last verses, the 
Jews gave Tatnai a faithful account of the whole matter ; 
and he very worthily represented it to the king, as they in- 
formed him,- without any addition or diminution of his own. 
For he did not accuse them of building the walls of Je- 
rusalem; which shews, he and his companions were not 
their enemies ; but impartially wrote what they affirmed to 
be true. 

Ver. 17. Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let 
there be search made in the king's treasure-house, which is 
there at Babylon.] Where the records of the kingdom were 
kept very carefully, as treasures use to be. 

Whether it be so, that a decree was made of Cyrus the 
king to build this house, of God at Jerusalem, and let the 
king send his pleasure to us concerning this matter.] It is 
likely the elders desired the records might be searched and 
examined, whether they said true or not; and accordingly, 
the governors reported their desires to the king, as a speedy 
way to be satisfied about this matter. For these do not 
seem to be like the Samaritans in the foregoing chapter, 
who endeavoured to obstruct the work, but were only de- 
sirous to be informed of the truth of what the Jews pre- 
tended, that so the building of the temple might either bo 
permitted or prohibited, according as the king found the 
grant of Cyrus to be. 
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Vcr. 1. JL HEN Darius the king made a decree, and search 
was made in the house of the rolls, tvltere the treasures were 
laid np in Babylon.] In the house where the records of the 
kingdom were kept; but by what follows, it appears that 
in Babylon they found nothing. 

Ver. 2. And there teas found at Achmetha, in the palace 
that is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein was 
a record thus written.]. They searched therefore at Ach- 
metha, which was afterward called Ecbatana, where the 
kings of Persia sometimes kept their courts: and there 
was found a volume concerning the affairs of Judca, 
wherein was the following Tecord. This argued a great 
goodness in, Darius, that he did not presently decree 
against them, because nothing that they alleged was found 
in Babylon; but caused a search to be made in another 
place, where he knew records were preserved. 

Ver. 3. In the first year of Cyrus the king.] This, perhaps, 
was the inscription of the following memorial. 

TJie same Cyrus the king made a decree concerning the 
house of God at Jerusalem, Let the house be builded, the 
place where they offered sacrifices, and let the foundations 
thereof be strongly laid ; the height thereof threescore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof threescore cubits.] Or rather, the 
length thereof, as these last words maybe translated. They 
had liberty to make it of these dimensions if they pleased, 
but no bigger: and these exceeded the proportions of So- 
lomon's temple, if we suppose it to have been thirty cubits 
in height, except the porch, which was a hundred dnd 
twenty. But I have shewn elsewhere, that it is probable 
all the temple of Solomon was in length a hundred and 
twenty cubits, and this house was but half so high. This 
Josephus saith, who saw this second temple, (lib. xv. 
Archseolog. cap. 14.) 'EvSa §' avr$ 7rpoc rb fxiyeOog uq ityoc 
HZi'iKovra 7n'/x«Cj &c. It wanted (speaking of this temple) 
to make it great, sixty cubits in height; for so much higher 
teas the first temple which Solomon built. 

Vcr. 4. With three rows of great stones, and a row of 
new timber; and let the expenses be given out of the king's 
house.] He ordered it to be built at his own charge, for 
so he saith God commanded him, (chap. i. 2.) " God hath 
charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem." Yet we do 
not find that the Jews made use of his bounty, as Pelli- 
canus observes, because they would not provoke too much 
the envy of the Samaritans, who were angry at his kindness 
to them. And therefore they carried on the work at their 
own cost, till Darius now commanded they should have 
what they desired out of his revenue, to finish what they 
had begun. 

Ver. 5. And also let the golden and silver vessels of the 
house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth oat- of the 
temple which is at Jerusalem, and brought unto Babylon, be 
restored, and brought again to the temple which is at Jeru- 
salem, every one to his place, and place them in the house of 
God.] Thus far the decree of Cyrus is recited, which justi- 
fied the truth of all the allegations of the Jews in the fore- 
going chapter. Now follows the decree of Darius thereupon. 

Ver. G. Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, 
Shethar-boznai, and your companions the Apharsachites, 
which are beyond the river.] It is most likely that he set 
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down in his letter to these men, the 1 forementioned decree 
of Cyrus, as it was found in the records, and then gave the 
following command. 

Be ye far from thence.] Come not near Jerusalem to give 
them any hindcrancc or disturbance. 

Ver. 7. Let the' work of this house of God alone.] Ob- 
struct not the work, but rather further it. 

Let the governor of the Jews, and the elders of the Jews, 
build this house of God in his place:] In the place where it 
stood before. Zerubbabcl is constantly called the' go- 
vernor of the Jews, never their king, (Hag. i. 1. 14. ii. 2. 
21.) and so some of his successors, (Mai. i. 9.) For in 
Babylon, as Josephus relates, he was aw/iaTo^uXag, a keeper 
of the king's body, and riov alxjiaXurrcjv 'IouSafwv tjycjuwv, the 
captain of the captive Jews ; who in one word was called 
A\-)(p.akb)Tapx a * Therefore he was appointed by Cyrus, and 
afterward by Darius, to govern the province of Judea in 
the king's name, and at his charge to see the temple built 
at Jerusalem. But learned men give no credit to what 
Josephus says of his great office in Babylon. 

Ver. 8. Moreover I make a decree what ye shall do to 
the elders of these Jews.] Whose names they had given in 
to him, (chap. v. 10.) 

For the building of this house of God.] As he had ordered 
they should not be hindered, so he made a further order 
that they should give them assistance in what they were 
about. 

That of the king's goods, even of the tribute bey ond the 
river, forthwith expenses be given unto these men, that they 
be not hindered.] That the work might not stop for want of 
money to go forward, which he ordered to be paid them 
without delay. ' 

Ver. 9. And that which they have need of, both young 
bullocks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt-offerings of the 
God of heaven.] So he had learned to call the God of Israel, 
after the example of Cyrus, who acknowledges God had 
made him so great, as he had Darius. » ' 

Wlieat, salt, wine, and oil.] For meat-offerings to attend 
upon the burnt-offerings. 

According to the appointment of the priests which are at 
Jerusalem.] This was a great honour done to God s minis- 
ters, who might have whatsoever they desired for his service. 
Let it be given them day by day without fail.] That the 
morning and evening burnt-sacrifices might never fail to bo 
offered every day. 

Ver. 10. That they may offer sacrifices of sweet savours 
unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the king, 
and of his sons.] From this place principally Mr. Mede 
proves at large, that sacrifices were a rite of supplication 
unto God ; such ones, namely, whereby the supplicant came 
not with a naked petition, but presented something unto his 
God, whereby to find favour in his sight, and obtain his 
petition: whence we find Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
where they pitched their tents, to have built an altar also 
(which was a place for sacrifice), and there called upon the 
name of the Lord. And by this place it appears, that the 
sacrifices and oblations presented by gentiles were not re- 
fused by the Jews, when they desired their prayers to God 
for them. The Hebrew doctors indeed say, that all such 
sacrifices were eucharistical, not hilastical, that is, sacri- 
fices of thanksgiving or acknowledgment to God (being 
burnt-offcrings)^not sacrifices of expiation, or sin-offerings. 
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So Maimonides, in his treatise of sacrifices, "All the eucha- 
ristical sacrifices of the gentiles were burnt-offerings." There 
is a memorable passage in Josephus (lib. ii. de Bello Ju- 
daico, cap. 31.) concerning Eleazar the priest, who, being 
admonished to admit the sacrifices and oblations of the 
gentiles, acknowledged that their ancestors adorned the 
temple with gifts offered by the gentiles, always accepting 
twv i%cj%tv iSvCov Sopeac ml Sfvaiag, the gifts and sacrifices of 
external nations. 

TJie king and his sons.'] Here it must be noted, that 
Darius the First had no sons, but Darius the Second had, 
viz. Artaxerxes Mnemon, and Cyrus the younger, who 
were great men, and reigned in some manner with him. 
Artaxerxes Mnemon (as Dr. Alix, makes account) was 
thirty-five years old in the second year of Darius; and 
Cyrus (who was slain in a battle against his brother) was 
a little younger. 

Ver. ]1. Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall 
alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, 
and, being set up, let him be hanged thereon.'] To make the 
decree more valid and better observed, he added this 
penalty ; that if any acted contrary to it, a beam should 
be taken out of his own house, and, being set up, he should 
be hanged thereon. But Lud. de Dieu observes, that there 
is no construction in these words, which we render, being 
set up; therefore he would have them translated after the 
LXX. and standing, let him be beat upon it; whipped, as 
we say, at a post, as the manner was among the Persians 
and other nations. Only among the Jews they that were 
beaten did not stand, but lay. down, (Deut. xxv. 2.) But if 
a greater punishment be here meant, then he makes the first 
words refer to the wood, and the latter to the man, in this 
manner, and from above let it fall upon him. That is, the 
stake, being lifted up, shall be struck into his body, and 
come out at his fundament ; which was a cruel punishment 
among the eastern people, and still continued there. 

And let his house be made a dunghill for this.] The pull- 
ing down of a beam from his house, supposes the pulling 
down of the house, which he orders should not be built 
again, but the place where it stood be made a dunghill. 
Thus the Romans pulled down the houses of very wicked 
men for their greater disgrace ; of Sp. Cassius, for instance, 
and of Ovidius Pollio. . . 

Ver. 12. And the God that hath caused his name to dwell 
there, destroy all kings and people that shall put to their 
hand to alter and to destroy this house of God ichich is at 
Jerusalem.] He was touched with such a sense of the 
greatness of the God of the Jews, that he prays, He who 
had all power in heaven and earth, would not only punish 
all those kings over whom he had no power (not being his 
subjects), who went about to obstruct this work, but de r 
stroy both them and their people. 

I Darius have made a decree; let it be done with speed.] 
He concludes as he began, that forthwith this decree 
should be executed, (ver. 8.) 

Ver. 13. TJien Tatnai, governor on this side^ the river, 
Shetlvar-boznai, and their companions, according to that 
which Darius the king had sent, so they did speedily.] They 
were as punctual in executing his decrees as he desired, 
and that without any delay. 

Ver. 14. And the elders of the Jews builded, and they 
prospered through the prophesying ofHaggai the prophet, 



and Zechariah the son oflddo.] Who directed and encou- 
raged them in their work; representing to them> it is likely, 
the wonderful goodness of God, who had inclined the 
heart of the king of Persia to be so highly favourable to 
them. ' . 

And they builded, and finished it, according to the com- 
mandment of the' God of Israel, and according to. the com- 
mandment of Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of 
Persia.] If this -Darius was he called Hystaspes, then it 
was Artaxerxes Longimanus his successor that is here 
meant; who, though he found the temple built, yet sent 
Ezra to beautify it, and to see things done there according 
to their law, (chap. vii. 12. 21. 27.) But some think him 
to be Artaxerxes Mnemon, who reigned with his father 
many years, and lived till he was ninety-four years old. 
(Plut.) 

Ver, 15. And this house was finished on the third day of 
the month Adar, which was in the sixth year of the reign of 
Darius the king.'} Now they did in four years more than 
they had done in many years before. For, partly by their 
own poverty, and partly by the corruption of the courtiers 
of Persia, who hindered the necessary supplies; and partly 
by the envy of the Samaritans, who retarded them by their 
false accusations, and by their interest in the governors of 
Syria; and. partly by the sluggishness of the Jews, and 
their inclination to mind their own private interest more 
than the public good, the work went on so slowly, that not , 
only the prophets reprehended them for it, but God pu- 
nished them severely by scarcity .of provision, as we read 
in the prophet Haggai : but now, by the favour of this 
king, and by the zeal of God's prophets, it went on apace, 
and was speedily finished. 

Ver. 16. And the children of Israel, the priests, and the 
Levites, and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept 
the dedication of this house of God with joy .] By the children 
of Israel are to be understood hot only the two tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin (who were the chief), but all those of 
other tribes, many of which, from the time of Cyrus to the 
second of Darius, were come to their own country, though 
we have not a particular account of their names. This 
appears from the next verse. All these, together with the 
priests and Levites, agreed to dedicate this house with fes- 
tival joy. Thus the temple at first was dedicated, (1 Kings 
viii. 2. 2 Chron. vii. 4, &c.) That is, after it was built, 
being designed only for sacred uses, now they shewed, by 
an example, how it should be used, which is .the proper 
and simple sense of the word dedicate, as Selden explains 
it, (lib. iii. de Synedr. cap. 13. sect. 5.) But the Hebrew 
doctors observe, that by these sacrifices now offered, there 
was no new sanctity given to the place, but the old only 
restored. 

Ver. 17. And offered at the dedication of this house of 
God a hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hundred 
lambs.] A hecatomb was the noblest sacrifice among the 
heathen, of which we find often mention in their books ; 
and with that the Jews began the dedication of the temple: 
to which they made many additional offerings, some of 
which were peace-offerings, on which they feasted,, as the 
hundred bullocks, I suppose, were whole burnt-offerings.* 

And for a sin-offering for all Israel, twelve he-goats, ac- 
cording to the number of the tribes of Israel.] For it appears 
by many places before recited, that though the ten tribes 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



G76 



A COMMENTARY 



[.CHAP. VII. 



were carried captivo by Shalmaneser, yet many of them 
remained in their country, and were carried away by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, together with Judah and Benjamin, with 
whom they returned out of Babylon, as many others of the 
ten tribes did,, who were carried away at the taking of Sa- 
maria. (See chap. ii. of tliis book, vcr. 70. 2 Chron. 
xxxi. 5. 10, 11. xxxiv. 7. 9. xxxv. 3. 17. Ezra viii. 35. 
Acts xxvi. 7.) 

Vcr. 18. And they set the priests in their divisio7is, and 
the Levites in their courses, for the service of God ivhick is 
at Jerusalem, as it is written in the book of Moses.] Where 
directions are given for their service, Numb. iii. G. viii. 
9,10. 

Ver. 19. And the children of the captivity kept the Pass- 
over upon the fourteenth' day of the first month.'] As was 
enjoined Exod. xii. G. The Jews had the free exercise of 
their religion in Babylon (as 1 shall observe more largely 
afterward), where thoy circumcised their children, and 
also made proselytes; but the children qf the captivity 
signified those who were come back from it, and ate the 
passOver, which they could not have done if they had not 
been circumcised. 

Ver. 20. For the priests and the Levites were purified to- 
gether, all of them were pure, and killed the passoverfor all 
the children of the captivity, and for their brethren the 
priests, and for themselves.] They had time to purify them- 
selves between the day wherein the temple was perfected, 
and the day wherein this feast was to be kept, there being 
above a month between. 

Ver. 21. And the children of Israel, which were come 
again out of captivity, and all such as had separated them- 
selves nnto them from the filthiness of the heathen of the 
land, to seek the Lord God of Israel, did eat.] That is, all 
proselytes, who bad entirely made themselves subject to 
the law of Moses ; for others might not eat of it, but they 
might, (Exod. xii. 48, 49.) Now, as Pellieanus observes, 
there were many proselytes who quite forsook their hea- 
thenish religion, and were brought to the knowledge and 
worship of the true God, by the favour of Cyrus and Da- 
rius, kings of Persia. They had kept the Passover before 
this, being in the place which God chose, and having an 
altar where they might sacrifice; but it was not a quiet and 
settled time, and they had much occasion to be among the 
heathen ; and so, it is likely, could not easily purify them- 
selves to eat of it, as they did now. 

Ver. 22/ And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven 
days with joy: for the Lord had made them joyful, and 
turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them, to strengthen 
their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of 
Israel] God filled their hearts with joy, by turning tho 
heart of the king, who now reigned over all the kingdoms 
which were formerly under the power of the Assyrians, who 
had grievously oppressed them, as the Persians who came 
in their stead now highly favoured them; who having con- 
quered Babylon, were called the kings of Assyria. For we 
find in these books, the king of Persia, after that conquest, 
is called by the name of the king of Babylon, (see Nehem. 
xiii. G.) as the same king of Persia is here called the king 
of Assyria: for the kings formerly callod by these names were 
possessed of vast dominions over many large provinces; 
which tho Persian kings enjoying, they retained the ancient 

For, as Joh. Vorstius ob- 



names of the former kings 



serves, in his Dissert, de QuaUor Monarcluis, sect. 9. the 
kingdom of Babylon was not extinguished by little and 
little, but all at once : Cyrus possessed himself of it entirely, 
simul et semel ; and, adding a vast dominion to the small 
one he had before, was called the king of those dominions 
which he conquered. 

CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. JS OW after these things, in the reign ofArtaxerxes 
king of Persia.] The same Artaxerxes, I suppose, men- 
tioned in the foregoing chapter, ver. 14. But R. Solomon 
and Aben Ezra fancy he was Darius beforenamed. 

Ezra the son ofSeraiah, the son of Azariah, the son of 
Hilkiah.] He was descended from Seraiah, but not imme- 
diately begotten by him; for Seraiah perished when Jeru- 
salem was taken by the Chaldeans: (2 Kings xxv. 18. 21.) 
at which time Ezra, it is likely, was not in being ; but he was 
his grandson, or great-grandson, and his descent is men- 
tioned from him, because he was an eminent person, who 
flourished before the destruction of the temple, whereas his 
father or grandfather lived obscurely in their captivity. 
(Seel Chron. vi. 15.) 

Ver. 2. The son of Sliallum, the son ofZadok, the son of 
Ahitnb. 

Ver. 3. TJie son of Amariah, the son of Azariah, the son 
of Meraioth.] In this genealogy there are six generations 
omitted, between Azariah and Meraioth (as before there 
were some between Seraiah and Ezra), which are to be sup- 
plied out of 1 Chron. 'vi. 7, &c. which Kimchi, as I there 
observed, thinks was done for brevity's sake. For Ezra be- 
ing author of that book, which was written first, and then of 
this, might think it needless to repeat all that he had there 
said at large. 

Ver. 4. Tlie son of Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of 
Bukki. 

Ver. 5. Hie son of Abishud, the son of Phinehas, the son 
of Eleazar, the soil of Aaron the chief priest.] See 1 Chroni 
vi. 4, 5. 

Ver. G. Tliis Ezra went up from Babylon.] Not only by 
the king's leave and his commission, but with great au- 
thority, as appears from the end of this verse, and from 
ver. 25. 

And he was a ready scribe in the law of Moses, which the 
Lord God of Israel had given.] He calls himself a scribe 
(asBuxtorfnotesin his Tiberias), not from writing and de- 
scribing, but from declaring and explicating, those things 
that are contained in the Scripture. For as sepher signifies 
a book, so sopher signifies one skilful and learned in that 
book, an interpreter and teacher out of it. And there being 
no book comparable to the book of the law, therefore 
sopher became a name of great dignity, and signified one 
that taught God's law, and expounded it to his people. 
Thus, in the New Testament, Tpaixfiarti^, the scribes, were 
those that instructed the people. For when our Saviour 
is said to have taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes, it plainly shews that they were teachers, 
though not with such authority. See Jer. viii. 8. where 
the word scribe is thus used. 

And he calls himself a ready scribe, because he was ex- 
pert in the law, and understood it thoroughly, both in all 
things belonging to the priesthood, and to the civil power ; 
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in which he was so well versed, that he could give a ready 
account of any part of it. And it is thought by some, he 
gathered together the most perfect copies of the law, and 
put out an accurate edition of it, with all the prophetical 
books, and such poems as had any sacred authority among 
them,' adding the history of following times. But Josephus 
saith nothing of it, and therefore it is looked upon by others 
as a Jewish chimera, who attribute many other things to 
him without ground. . 

-And the king granted him all his request.'] Some think 
to rebuild Jerusalem, of which there is no mention any 
where: therefore he only granted him power, as he de- 
sired, to do such things as are mentioned below, (ver. 14, 
15, &c.) 

According to the hand of the Lord his God upon him.] 
For God was so favourable to him, as to incline the king 
to give a gracious answer to his petition. And, indeed, 
thes^ kings of Persia were so exceeding kind to the Jews, 
that, in a grateful remembrance of the favour they shewed 
them, in permitting them to build the temple again, and 
assisting them in it, they caused a figure of the city and 
palace of Shushan (where the kings of Persia resided) to 
be made in brass, in the east gate of the temple, which 
looked towards Persia; as we read in the Talmud, in the 
treatjse called Middoth; : 

Ver. 7. And there went up some of the children of Israel.] 
Of the ten tribes, or such Jews as remained still in Baby- 
lon, after leave given them by Cyrus to return into their 
own country. 

And of the priests, and the Levites, and the singers, and 
the porters, and the Nelhinims, unto Jerusalem, in the 
seventh year of Artaxerxes the king.] This was the second 
company that went up to Jerusalem, consisting of such- 
like persons as went up first with Zcrubbabel, Jeshua, and 
others, (chap. ii. 2. 70.) For hearing the temple was rebuilt, 
and the worship of God restored, we may very well think 
many went along with Ezra, who had not such a strong 
motive to go in the first of Cyrus. 

• Ver. 8. And he came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, 
which was in the seventh year of the king. 

Ver. 9. For upon the first day of the first month began he 
to go up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth 
month came he to Jerusalem.] On the first day of the first 
month they went from Babylon to the river Ahava, where 
they spent three days in taking a view of the people that 
accompanied him, (chap. viii. 15.) After eight days more, 
part of which they had spent in fasting and prayer, they 
went forward, (chap. viii. 21, 22. 31.) 

According to the good hand of his God upon him.] He 
had great reason to acknowledge the favour of God. to 
them in conducting them safe to Jerusalem; tor it was a 
long way thither, and a difficult journey, and they had 
many impediments (going with wives and children, flocks 
and herds), and were not without enemies to waylay them, 
whom he boasted he did not fear, but relied on the Divine 
protection, as tie told the king, chap. viii. 22. 

Ver. 10. For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the law 
of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgments.] He was intent upon this business, on which he 
had set his heart, as we speak, bending his thoughts and 
studies this way. For so the Hebrew word cun (which we 
translate prepare) signifies, to establish, confirm, and make 
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things fixed and immoveable. And. first, he set himself to 
seek the law of the Lord, that is, to inquire into it, and 
search after the will of God therein contained, that he 
might understand it himself: and then, like a good man, 
he set his heart to do what (God commanded, and put in 
practice what he knew to be his duty, whereby he was the 
better qualified to teach others what he knew and did him- 
self, which was the next thing which he diligently attended. 
This was the right method of doing good, in which Nehe- 
miah tells us he proceeded, (chap. viii. beginning.) Some 
think statutes and judgments are the same thing, compre- 
hending all the precepts of Moses; but others take them 
to have a distinct meaning: the first signifying the ceremo- 
nial law about the Divine worship; and the second, the 
moral precepts concerning common honesty and civil life. 

Ver. 11. Now, this is the copy of the letter that the king 
Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a 
scribe of the words of the commandments of the Lord, and, 
of his statutes to Israel.] Here Ezra declares' that lie was 
no ordinary doctor of the law, but of eminent rank among 
them, who had studied the law thoroughly, and was able 
in every case to determine what was to be done: or (as 
some understand the latter part of this verse), tie was per- 
fectly skilled in the words or language wherein the law was 
written (which in the captivity many perhaps had for- 
gotten), and in the sense of every law. But this, I think, is 
not to be supposed, that they had forgotten their own 
language. 

Ver. 12. Artaxerxes, king of kings.] For he had several 
kings who were subject to tiim. 

Unto Ezra the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of 
heaven.] So Ezra, I suppose, was wont to be styled by the 
Jews, who never spake of him, but as a man of greater 
dignity and honour than others. 

Perfect peace, and at such a time.] On such a year and 
day, as was mentioned in the date of the letter. 

Ver. 13. I make a decree, that all they of the people of 
Israel, and of his priests and Levites; in my realm, which 
are minded of their own free-will to go up to Jerusalem', go 
ivith thee.] None might leave his country without the 
king's permission, which he here gives to all the Jewish 
nation who were so disposed. 

Ver. 14. Forasmuch as thou art sent of the king, and of 
his seven counsellors.] By whose advice this decree being 
made, it gave it the greater authority; for these were the 
principal men of the kingdom, as appears from the first 
of Esther, ver. 14. • 

To inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem, according to 
the law of thy God.] By this composition he gave him au- 
thority to make inquisition in Judca, whether every thing 
there was done conformably to the law of Moses: that is, 
he granted to the Jewish nation an avrovofiia, a liberty to 
live by their own laws, and to judge all causes according 
to thein ; and, in the conclusion, granted them also an avro- 
Siicfa, a power to sentence men according to their own law, 
(ver. 25, 26.) >- • • : ^ 

Which is in thine hand.'] He entrusted Ezra with this 
great power of being supreme inquisitor and judge, because 
he was so very well skilled in the law (which is meant by 
having it in his hand J, whi ch he had in such readiness, and 
was so very conversant in it, that he was able presenlly to 
determine and judge whether it were observed. 
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Ver. 15. And to carry the silver and the gold, which the 
king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God of 
Israel, whose habitation is in Jerusalem.] This is an argu- 
ment that they had a high opinion of the God of Israel, 
and desired his favour, though they did not worship him 
alone, but imagined other gods had some power, though 
not so great as he. 

Ver. 16. And all the silver and gold that thou canst find 
in the province of Babylon,zvith the free-witl-6ffering of the 
people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the house of 
their God which is in Jerusalem .] He gavo them leave to 
carry away all the money they could procure (so the word 
we translate find is used in other places) in his own country 
of Babylon, as well as Avhat the Jews, who had a mind to 
stay still there, should offer for the service of the temple at 
Jerusalem. 

Ver.. 17. Tliat thou may est buy speedily with this money 
bullocks, rams, lambs, tvith their meat-offerings, and their 
drink-offerings, and offer them upon the altar of the house of 
your God which is in Jerusalem.'] That they might pray for 
the prosperity of the king and of his sons, as Darius or- 
dered, chap. vi. 9, 10. '. 

Ver. 18. And whatsoever shall seem good to thee, and to 
thy brethren, to do with the rest of the silver and gold, that 
do after the will of your God.] He authorizes Ezra to talce 
other priests to his assistance, in disposing of the money 
that was not laid out in sacrifices ; only he would have it 
employed to some sacred use. 

Ver. 19. Tlie vessels also that are given theefor the service 
of the house of thy God, those deliver thou before the God of 
Jerusalem.] He speaks of him as if he thought him a par- 
ticular God, but afterward speaks of him as the God 
of heaven, as he had done before, ver. 12. which is a 
sign he took him to be the most high God, who had a 
special affection for Jerusalem, because lie was there 
worshipped. 

Ver. 20/ And whatsoever more shall be needful for the 
house of thy God, ivhicltthou shdlt have occasion to bestow.] 
Either for the reparation (if any was wanting), or for the 
adorning of the house. (Sefe ver. 27.) 

Bestow it out of the king's treasure-house.] Out of his ex- 
chequer, as we now speak. * 

Ver. 21. And I, even I, Artaxerxes the king, do make a 
decree to all the treasurers which are beyond the river.] All 
the receivers, and other officers employed about the king's 
revenue. 

That xvhatsoever Ezra tlie priest, the scribe of the law of 
the God of heaven, shall require of you, it be done speedily .] 
This was a wonderful large concession, that he should have 
whatsoever he desired ; and that they should not make him 
attend upon them, and wait long for it, but furnish him im- 
mediately. 

Ver. 22. Unto a hundred talents of silver, and to a hun- 
dred measures of wheat, and to a hundred baths of wine, and 
to a hundred batJis of oil, and salt without prescribing how 
much.] He limits all the other expenses, except salt; with- 
out which no sacrifice could be offered : and therefore, since 
he would not have any sacrifice hindered, he did not pre- 
scribe any measure of that; but left them to take as much 
as they found necessary.' 

Ver. 23. Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, 
let it be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven.] 



Here Jacobus Capcllus cries out in a kind of rapture, " O 
verba litcris aureis rcgum palatns inscribenda, atque adco 
stylo adamantino fidelium omnium animis insculpcnda !" O 
words to be written upon thejmlaces of kings in golden letters, 
and engraven on the minds of all the faithful with a style of 
adamant! For they express an exceeding great sense of 
God, and of his' supreme authority; and the regard that is 
due from the greatest kings and potentates to his most sa : 
cred commands, (Historia Sacra ct Exotica, ad A.M. 3543.) 
The like is not easy to be found any where. 

For xvhy should there be wrath against the realm of the 
king and his sons?] As he was afraid there would be, if the 
worship and service of God Af as here neglected through his 
default. An argument he was possessed with a greater 
dread of God's just displeasure, than the kings of Judah 
themselves were generally before the captivity. The men- 
tion of the king and of his sons, shews, that this agrees to 
Artaxerxes Mncmon exactly; but not to Xerxes (who was 
in Greece in the Seventh year of his reign), nor to Longi- 
manus: but Artaxerxes Mnemonhad then Ochus the hus- 
band of Esther, who was a great man, and some more. 
This remark I owe to the most learned Dr. Alix. 
' Ver. 24. Also we certify you, that, touching any of the 
priests and Levites, singers, porters', Nethinims, or ministers 
of this house of God, it shall not be lawful to impose toll, tri- 
bute, or custom, upon them.] The king's revenue arose out 
of these three imposts, as appears by chap, iv.13. from all 
which burdens, which were very great, the king freed every 
one of God's ministers, that they might the more cheerfully 
attend his service. And this was confirmed by some suc- 
ceeding princes, as Bertram observes, (de Republica Jud. 
p. 171.) which the first Christian kings piously imitated, as 
J. Wolfius notes, " that they who watched and prayed for 
the public good, might be free from all other cares." 

Ver. 25. And thou, Ezra, after the wisdom of thy God 
tliat is in thine hand.] According as the law of God di- 
rected, in which he was very expert, (ver. 14.) 

Set magistrates [and judges, which may judge all the peo- 
ple that are beyond the river.] Such as Moses ordered, 
Deut. xvi. 18. Here seems to be the original of the San- 
hedrin, which [continued but weakly till the time of the 
Maccabees/ 

All such as knoiv the laws of thy God; and teach ye them 
that know them not.] Men well acquainted with the laws of 
God, who were able to instruct others that were ignorant. 
No Jewish king could have given more pious instructions. 
And the same Jacobus Capellus in the place abovenamed 
thinks, that in this large power granted to Ezra, there was 
comprehended sufficient authority to build the walls of 
Jerusalem. But as the king did not expressly mention it, 
so' the malignity of the Jews' enemies hindered it; and 
Ezra being now grown old, was unable to cope with them. 
But this is not a good reason, for he lived thirteen years 
after this, able to stand and read the law from six to twelve 
of the clock. 

Ver. 26. Andivhosoever will not do the laiv of thy God, 
and the law of the king.] By the law of the king is meant 
tliis decree, which was now made in favour of the Jews ; 
giving them authority to execute their own laws again. 
As for the imperial laws Ezra had nothing to do with them, 
nor were the Jews to be governed by them, but by their 
own laws ; unless any matters could not be determined by 
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the Divine laws: in that case they were to be judged by 
the king's law. So Joh.Vorstius understands these words 
disjunctively, (in his Dissert, de Synedriis Hebr. sect. 36.) 
that they should act according to the direction of the Di- 
vine law; -or, if any thing fell out that could not be defined 
by that, then according to the prescription of the laws of 
the king. 

Let judgment be executed speedily upon him, whether it be 
unto death.] The Romans never allowed the Jews the 
power of life arid death, which the Persians did. So it is 
commonly thought; but the contrary is plain from the Acts 
of the Apostles,- which shew they enjoyed that power, by 
their stoning St. Stephen. 

Or to banishment, or to confiscation of goods, or to im- 
prisonment,'] That word which we translate banishment, 
signifies in the Chaldee (as we note in the margin of our 
Bibles) rooting out ; and therefore is by some interpreted 
disinheriting, or excommunicating from their society; so 
that he should be an outlaw, as we speak, the highest de- 
gree of which was called shammathah. And thus our Mr. 
Thorndike ohserves, that this rooting out is the same with 
that which in chap. x. 8. is called being divided or separated 
from the congregation of the captivity;' being, indeed, a 
kind of temporal outlawry, unto which is joined confisca- 
tion of goods. And thus the greater excommunication 
among Christians is every where a temporal punishment; 
viz. in respect of some temporal punishment attending it in 
Christian states : which in Christianity is accidental, by an 
act of those states ; but in Judaism was essential, so long 
as those temporal advantages, which were essential con- 
ditions of the law, were not forfeited. And this without 
doubt is the same punishment that is called putting out of 
the synagogue. (See Rites of the Church in .a Christian 
State, p. 28. and Review, p. 58. with Grotius, de Imper. 
Sum. Potest, cap. 9.) I only add, that from such sentence 
it was in vain for them to appeal to any of the king's courts: 
for by this decree all matters were to be tried and finally 
judged by their own law. 

Ver. 27. Blessed be the Lqrd God of our fathers, which 
hath put such a thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify 
the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.] To be so libe- 
ral in his gifts and privileges, as is before expressed, 
(ver. 15, 1C, &c.) 

Ver. 28. And hath extended mercy unto me.~\ These 
words plainly shew Ezra wrote this part of this book, if 
not the whole. 

Before the king and his counsellors, and before all the 
king's mighty princes*] By whose advice and consent the 
large immunities beforcmentioned were granted to the Jew- 
ish nation. 

And I was strengthened as the hand of the Lord my God 
was upon me; and I gathered together out of Israel chief 
men to go up with me*] Whose names follow in the next 
chapter. The marvellous kindness of the king in this grant 
to Ezra gave a great authority to him ; and moved several 
of the greatest persons among the Jews still in Babylon, to 
resolve to accompany him to Jerusalem. 

These two last verses are evidently the words of Ezra, 
acknowledging the Divine goodness to him, in giving him 
such favour with the king; whose words before are in the 
Syriac or Chaldee language; but these are in the He- 
brew; 



CHAP. VIII. 

Ver. 1.' JL HESE are now the chief of their fathers, and 
this is the genealogy of them that went tip iDith me from Ba- 
bylon, in the reign ofArtaxerxes the king.] Whose names he 
sets down to preserve their memory to future generations. 

Ver. 2. Of the sons of Phinehas ; Gershom: of the sons of 
Ithamar; Daniel.] By the sons, he means the families of 
these two persons; two of which he particularly names, 
Gershom and Daniel: not Daniel the prophet, but some 
eminent person of Ithamar 's family. 

, Of the sons of David; Hattush.] His family was so noble, 
because Christ was to spring from thence, that special no- 
tice was taken of it. 

Ver. 3. Of the sons of Shechaniah, of the sons ofPharosh; 
Zechariah.] This Shechaniah is said to be the son of Pha- 
rosh, to distinguish him from another Shechaniah men- 
tioned ver. 5. 

And with him.] That is, with Zechariah. 

Were reckoned, by genealogy of the males, a hundred and 
fifty*] It is not said how many there were of the other fa- 
milies : and we are not to think that none but males went up 
out of this family, arid the rest that follow; for mention is 
made of their little ones, ver. 21. who had women, no doubt, 
to look after them. 

Ver. 4. Of the sons of Pahath-Moab ; Elihoenai the son of 
Zerahiah, and with him two hundred males. 

Ver. 5. Of the sons of SJiechaniah; the son ofJahaziel, 
and with him three hundred males.] This was a person of 
great note, of whose family there went up almost twice as 
many as did of any other family. 

Ver. 6. Of the sons also of Adin; Ebed the son of Jona- 
than, and with him fifty males. 

Ver. 7. And of the sons of Elam; Jeshaiah the son of 
Athaliah, and with him seventy males.] Concerning these, 
and the families that follow to ver. 15. there is little to be 
noted ; but that out of them many went up with Zerubba- 
bel in the reign of Cyrus (which appears by the account 
given in the second chapter), as now more went up with 
Ezra out of the very same families. 

Ver. 8. And of the sons of Shephatiah ; Zebadiah the son 
1 of M\chael, and with him fourscore males. 

Ver; 9. Of the sons of Joab ; Obadiahtheson of Jehiel, 
and with him two hundred and eighteen males. 

Ver. 10. And of the sons ofShelomith; the son of Josi- 
phiah, and with him a hundred and threescore males. 

Ver. 11. And of the sons of Bebai; Zechariah the son of 
Bebai, and with him twenty and eight males. 

Ver. 12. And of the sons ofAzgad; Johanan the son of 
Hakkatan, and tvith him a hundred and ten males. 

Ver. 13. And of the last sons qfAdonikam, whose names 
are these, Eliphelet, Jeiel, and Shemaiah, and tvith them 
threescoremales.] They are called the last sons, with respect 
to the first of them that went up with Zerubbabel. Or, 
' these were the last that followed Ezra: which some look 
upon as a blot on Adonikam, that his family was. the last 
that accompanied Ezra. 

Ver. 14. Of the sons also of Bigvai ; Uthai,andZabbud, 
and with them seventy males. 

Ver. 15. And I gathered them together tq> the river that 
runneth to Ahava.] This seems to be the name of a river, 
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as well as of a town, which stood on the bank of Euphrates, 
there where this stream emptied itself into it. Some take 
it for Adiabene, a city so called from Adiava, ver. 31. 

And there abode we in tents three days.'] It is likely, that 
in the whole Journey they lodged, not in cities and towns, 
but' in tents, which they carried along with them ; and 
could pitch where and when it was most commodious for 
them. 

And I viewed the people."] Took an account of their num- 
ber, and of what tribe they were. 

And the priests, and found there were none of the sons of 
Levi.] That is, none who were not priests : of whom there 
were some, (ver. 2.) 

Ver. 1G. Then sent I for Eliezer,for Ariel, for Shemaiah, 
and for Elnathan, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for 
Nathan, and for Zecliariah, and for Meshullam, chief men.] 
Men of authority among the company, and the heads per- 
haps of several families. 

Also for Joiarib, and for Elnathan, men of understand- 
ing.] These eleven persons he sent for to come to him, that 
he might employ them in a message to a place, where he 
knew there were a great many Levites ; as it follows in the 
next verse. 

1 Ver. 17. And I sent them with commandment unto Iddo 
the chief] Among the Levites, who dwelt at the place next 
mentioned, and there had the free exercise of their reli- 
gion, as this and many other passages in this book plainly 
enough prove. ■ And it is very probable, they had their 
synagogues (as they had afterward in their dispersion), or 
other places, where they met for religious worship. For 
we find the people resorting to Ezekiel in their captivity, 
and him preaching to them the word of God, in many places 
of his book, particularly chap, xxxiii. 30, 31, &c. And 
Ezra, in all likelihood, was an instructor among them, as 
Joiarib and Elnathan also were, and Iddo; to whom these 
were sent. By which means many proselytes were made, 
who left their own country, and came with them to Jeru- 
salem, when they returned, (chap. vi. 21.) 

At the place Casiphia.'] Several are of opinion, and par- 
ticularly Stephanus Morinus lately, that this place was 
in the country of the Caspii, a people who gave denomina- 
tion to the Caspian Sea: where some of the Israelites were 
planted, who were carried captive by Shalmaneser, and 
still preserved their language and 'religion. But I look 
upon this as unlikely; the Caspian Sea and the country 
about it being too far off for Ezra to send thither these mes- 
sengers : who rather went to a place in the province of Ba- 
bylon, to which they went, and did a great deal of business, 
and returned in the space of twelve days. The truth is (as 
Dr. Alix observes) the Levites were not among the ten 
tribes, but in Chaldea: and, perhaps, some of them were 
transported into Parthia, where there was a city called 
Caspi, known to the old geographers. - 

And I told them what they should say unto Iddo, and to 
his brethren the Nethinims, at the place Casiphia.] Who, it 
seems, were better disposed than many of the Levites, to 
whom they ministered. But R. Solomon and others trans- 
late the words quite otherwise; He told them what they 
shouldsay to Iddo and his brethren (or, to Achio)/ who were 
constituted in the place Casiphia. For it is plain they were 
not Nethinims, Iddo being called Harosh,- a prince, or 
chief, that is, among the Levites : by whose authority Ezra 



expected some Levites, whom ho wanted to accompany him 
to Jerusalem, should be sent to him, as they were. Now 
this cannot be said of the Nethinims ; for none of them were 
chiefs, or presidents of the Levites, bat their ministers or 
servants, as appears from ver. 20. and other places. There- 
fore the word Nethinim must here signify men appointed 16 
live among the Jews of that place; or, who had their resi- 
dence there. 

That they should bring unto us ministers for the house of 
our God.] That is, Levites to attend upon the priests, as 
the Nethinims did upon the Levites. 

Ver. 18. And, by the good hand of our God upon us .] God 
inclined their hearts to comply with his desire. 

They brought us a man of understanding, of the sons of 
Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel; and Sherebiah, with 
his sons and his brethren, eighteen.] They brought a man of 
understanding, viz. Sherebiah (so the words, I think, should 
be translated), with his sons and brethren, eighteen in 
number. 

Ver. 19. And Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the 
sons ofMerari, his brethren, and their sons, twetity.] These 
were eminent persons also, though not equal to Sherebiah, 
who is noted as a man of great knowledge. 

Ver. 20. Also of the Nethinims, whom David and the 
princes had appointed for the service of the Levites, two hun- 
dred and twenty Nethinims.] Every one knows, that the 
Gibeonites were addicted by Joshua to be hewers X)f wood 
and drawers of water, for the service of God's house; but 
a great many of them being destroyed by Saul, there were 
not enough remaining to serve in those ministries. And 
therefore David (as Bertram thinks, in his book deRepub. 
Jiid. p. 277.) appointed some other persons to the same 
employment; and afterward Solomon appointed more; 
who arc called therefore Solomon's servants : all which, 
both Gibeonites and those who were added to them by Da- 
vid and Solomon, were known by the name of Nethinims, 
as much as to say, dedititii, or ascriptitii, men given, as the 
Hebrew word denotes: for, as the Levites were given to 
the priests, (Numb. viii. 1G. 19.) so were these given to the 
Levites. And this is said to have been done by David and 
the princes, because David advised with the consistory 
about it, who are called the princes, 2 Chron. xxx. 2. 
xxxi. 8. (See Mr. Thorndike, Rites of the Church, p. 231.) 
But I have observed elsewhere, that these Nethinims were 
distinct from the Gibeonites, and of a higher rank in the 
service of God. (See 1 Chron. ix. 2.) 

All of them were expressed by name.] I suppose Iddo 
sent the names of every one of them, though they are not all 
here mentioned. 

Ver. 21. Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of 
Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves before our God, to 
seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and 
for all our substance.] He being the leader of this colony, 
had authority from the king to command whatsoever he 
pleased for the good of it. And nothing was more neces- 
sary, than humbly and sorrowfully to acknowledge their 
offences against God, and beg his gracious pardon; and 
that he would prosper them in their journey, and direct them 
in the best way to bring themselves and all they had safe to 
Jerusalem :' which was the end of this fast. 

Ver. 22. For I teas ashamed to require of the king a band 
of soldiers and horsemen to help us against the enemy in the 
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way: because we had spoken unto the king, saying, The 
hand of our God is upon all them for good that seek him; 
but his power and his wrath is against all them that forsake 
him.] He might have obtained from the king any thing that 
he desired; but he had so openly declared, that he depended 
solely upon God for safe conduct, that he was ashamed to 
ask a guard of the king to secure them in their passage, 
from those enemies that he knew would waylay them; 
(ver. 31.) for the king not being much instructed in Divine 
matters, might imagine, that all were vain boasts which the 
Jews had made of the favour of God to them, and of the 
prophecies concerning their restoration : which made Ezra 
and, others so confident, as only to desire leave to return 
to their own country; and as for a safe passage, they took 
no care, but to commit themselves to God, who would de* 
fend his own people that trusted in him. To ask therefore 
protection and defence from the king, would look as if they 
distrusted the power and favour of their God, concerning 
whom they had spoken so magnificently. But it was highly 
necessary they should beseech that of God, which they would 
not ask of the king; which they did by fasting and prayer. 

Ver. 23. So we fasted, and besought our God for this; 
and he was entreated of us.] Gave them some assurance 
that their petitions should be granted. Some think, this 
fast lasted eight days, beginning after the three days men- 
tioned above, ver. 15. For they began to go out of Baby- 
lon on the first day of the month, (chap. vii. 9.) and they 
stayed at Ahava three days to* take a view of their com- 
pany; and went from thence on the tw r elfth, (ver. 31.) And 
therefore they must either keep this fast eight days, or else 
they were seven days in coming from Babylon, and other 
places, to Ahava; where a general rendezvous, as we 
speak, was appointed. And this I take to be most pro- 
bable, that they came out of Babylon on the first day, and 
expected at Ahava till all their companyjwas got together, 
which was about the seventh day; and they all rested three 
days to make a complete muster of the whole number, and 
fasted one day; and so began to take their journey from 
Ahava on the twelfth. 

Ver. 24. Then I separated twelve of the chief of the 
priests, Slierebiah, Hashabiah, and ten of their brethren 
with them.] With whom he might entrust the gifts that had 
been oiTcrcd for the temple. These ten men, perhaps, were 
principal Levites, who were added to the two priests to 
take this charge upon them. (See ver. 29.) 

Ver. 25. And weighed unto them the pilver, and the gold, 
and the vessels, even the offering of the house of our God, 
which the king, and his counsellors, and his lords, and all 
Israel there present, had offered.] That they might have no 
excuse if they were any way embezzled. 

Ver. 26. I even weighed unto their hand six hundred and 
fifty talents of silver, and silver- vessels a hundred talents, 
and of gold ahundred talents.] Or, a hundred silver vessels, 
according to their talents; that is, every one a talent. 

Ver. 27. Also twenty basons of gold of a thousand 
drachms, and ttvo vessels of fine copper, precious as gold.~] 
They were not worth their weight in gold; but they were of 
great value, being scarce and rare : as that metal called 
aurichalcum was; which might be tho reason why there 
was no more than two of them. 

Ver. 28. And I said unto them, Ye are holy unto the 
Lord; the vessels are holy also J] They being men conse- 



crated to God's service, were bound above all others to be 
faithful in the discharge of their duty, especially being en- 
trusted with holy things ; which were therefore to be care- 
fully delivered at Jerusalem, just as they were committed 
to their trust. 

And the silver and the gold are a free-will-offering unto 
the Lord God of your fathers.] Which made them still 
more sacred. ... . \> 

Ver. 29. Watch ye, and keep them, until ye weigh them 
before the chief of the priests and the Levites, and chief of 
the fathers of Israel, at Jerusalem, in the chambers of the 
house of the Lord.] Where they were deposited, after they 
had given an account of them there, to ,the persons here 
mentioned ; who received them by the same weight, that 
they were delivered unto those that brought them. . . < 

Ver. 30. So took the priests and the Levites the weight of 
the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, to bring them to Je- 
rusalem, unto the house of our God.] This shews, that some 
of these twelve men (mentioned ver. 26.) if not ten of them 
were Levites, and not all priests. 

Ver. 31. Then we departed from the river of Ahava. ~\ 
Which run by that city into Euphrates. 

On the twelfth day of the first month, to go unto Jerusa- 
lem.] To pursue their intended journey, ♦ * - • ■ 

And the hand of our God was upon us.] To protect and 
strengthen them in so dangerous and long a journey. . , , 

And he delivered us from. the hand of. the enemy, and of 
such as lay in wait by the way.] There were not only many 
enemies who hated them, and were desirous to cut them off, 
but many robbers who watched for a booty, whom God 
either diverted some other way, or disheartened from at-, 
tempting any thing against them ; or, perhaps, directed 
them (as they prayed, ver. 21.) into some uncommon ways, 
in which people were not wont to travel, whereby they 
escaped their enemies. 

Ver. 32. And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there 
three days.] Before they did any thing. For it was neces- 
sary to rest and refresh themselves awhile, after so tedious 
a journey, in yvhich they spent above a quarter erf a year. 
(Sec chap. vii. 9.) Their friends also, it is likely, came to 
visit them in these three days' time, and welcome them to 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 33. Now, on the fourth day was the silver, and the 
gold, and the vessels, weighed in the house of our God by the 
handofMeremoth the son of Uriah the priest ; and with him 
was Eleazar the son of Phinehas ; and with them was Joza- 
bad the son ofJeshua, and Noadiah the son ofBinnui, Le- 
vites.]Thc names of Eleazar and Phinehas continued through 
many generations among the priests, because they were two 
very eminent persons in Aaron's family* And,, as there 
were some Levites charged with this treasure to bring it to 
Jerusalem, so there were some of them who saw them dis- 
charge themselves of their trust. 

Ver. 34. By number and by weight of every one : and all 
the weight was. written at that time.] There was a public 
record made of it; and the persons forementioncd, who 
brought the money and the vessels, were discharged by a 
public instrument, "signed by them that received it. Or, 
perhaps, the meaning may be, that there was an inventory 
taken of the goods, belonging to the temple, which the 
priests were charged. withal, as the stewards of a family 
are wont to be with the goods belonging to it. 
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Vcr. 35. Also the children of those that had been carried 
away, ivhich were come out of the captivity J] That is, this 
company who camo up from Babylon with Ezra. 

Offered burnt-offerings unto the God of Israel.'] To ex- 
press their gratitude to God for their resloration. 

Twelve bullocks for all Israel] One for every tribe. . 

Ninety and six ranis, seventy and seven lambs, twelve he* 
goats, for a sin-offering*'] For all Israel, whether still rer 
maining in Babylon, or returned to Jerusalem.- 

All this ivas a burnt-offering unto the Lord.] All the rest 
(except the he-goats) were a burnt-offering ; whereby they 
acknowledged the Lord for their God. 

Ver. 3G. And they delivered the king's commissions unto 
the king's lieutenants, and to the governors on this side the 
river.] That they might know the king's pleasure, and 
what privileges he had granted them,' which are recited in 
the foregoing chapter. 

And they furthered the people, and the house of God.] 
Yielded obedience to the king's orders. 



CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. JSoW, when these things were done.] When he 
had shewn, his commission, and jit appeared that he had 
power to reform all abuses, and see the laws of Moses ob- 
served by all the Jews, (chap. vii. 14.) 

Tlie princes came to me, saying, The people of Israel, and 
the priests, and the Levites, have not separated themselves 
from the people of the lands.] Some of the great men came 
to him with a grievous complaint, that unlawful marriages 
were practised among them with those wicked nations 
whom God had forbidden them to mingle withal : which 
was the moro to be lamented, because not only the people, 
but the priests themselves and the Levites, were guilty of 
this sin. 

Doing according to their abominations.] This is com r 
monly an expression, signifying worshipping of idols, 
which are called abominations in Scripture ; but here sig- 
nifies only imitation of the heathen in promiscuous mar- 
riages with any nation whatsoever, which would soon lead 
them to commit idolatry. For these words in the Hebrew 
run thus, Have not separated themselves from the people of 
the land, according to their abominations (the word doing 
is not there); which Mr. Mede rightly interprets, according 
to the several kinds of idolaters in the land round about 
them. 

Even of the Camanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, theMoabites, the Egyptians, and 
the Amorites.] By this it appears, that, as marriages with 
the seven nations of Canaan were expressly forbidden, 
(Deut. vii. 2,3.) so Ezra thought that law extended to all 
other nations, who were not proselyted to the Jews' reli- 
gion. And this is the common opinion of the Hebrew 
doctors, as Mr. Selden shews, lib. v. de Jure Nat. etGent. 
cap. 12. For even before the law of Moses, it seems to 
be thought unlawful, after they had received the covenant 
of circumcision, for the seed of Abraham to marry with 
other nations that were uncircumcised, (Gen. xxxiv. 14.) 

Ver. 2. For they have taken of their daughters for them- 
selves, and for their sons; so that the holy seed have mingled 
themselves with the people of those lands.], They are called 



aJioly seed, because of .the covenant of God with them, 
which made them a peculiar people, separated from all 
other nations. 

Yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief in 
this trespass.] The case was the more dangerous, because 
the great men of the nation were the principal offenders, 
(chap. x. 18. 23.) whose example the people followed with- 
out fear of punishment. It is likely, those princes who 
informed Ezra of this enormous practice had endeavoured 
to reform them, but could not, because they were opposed 
by as great men as themselves. But we must not cast 
away all hope, though we cannot presently reform men's 
lives; the time may come when it may be done. 

Ver. 3. And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment 
and my mantle.] Both his inner and upper garment; which 
w r as a token not only of very great grief and sorrow, but 
expressed his sense of the Divine displeasure*. For the 
Jews rent their clothes when they apprehended God to be 
highly offended. (See Grotius upon Matt. xxvi. 65.) The 
Talmudists say, the high-priest rent his garments other- 
wise than other men, not above from the shoulders to the 
bottom, but below at his feet, and the skirts of his gar- 
ments, upward. 

And plucked off the hair of my head, and of my beard.] 
This was still a higher sign of exceeding great grief; for 
in ordinary sorrow they only neglected their hair, and let it 
hang down scattered in a careless manner; but this was 
used in bitter lamentations, even among the heathens. So 
Bochart observes out of many authors, particularly Ho- 
mer, in several places. For example, speaking of Ulysses 
and his companions bewailing the death of Elpenor, he 
saith, Oclyss. x. 

E£ojU£voi S* ivravOa yo<*)V, riWovro re ^airag. 

They sitting down there howled and plucked off their hairs. 
(SeeHieroz. lib. ii. cap. 35.) To shave the head or the 
beard was another thing; which the law forbade the Jews 
in their mourning for the dead, because it was a custom of 
their idolatrous neighbours, whose maimers he would not 
have them imitate. 

And sat down astonied.] With amazement that they 
should be so ungrateful to God, who had delivered them 
from captivity, and with an apprehension of their danger, 
there being so open a breach of the Divine law, which had 
formerly proved their ruin. . 

Ver. 4. Then were assembled unto me every one that 
trembled at the words of the God of Israel.] Which it is 
likely he read to them, and told them the importance of them. 

Because of the transgression of those that had been car- 
ried away.] Into Babylon, but now were returned to their 
own land, little ox nothing amended, either by their banish- 
ment or their restoration. He speaks not of those who 
were lately come back with him, but of those who came 
back with Zerubbabel, and of their children. 

And I sat astonied until the evening sacrifice.] When the 
people used to meet together to worship God. # 

Ver. 5. And at the evening sacrifice I arose upfront my 
heaviness.] Wherein he had sat cvct since he heard of their 
foul transgression. 

And, having rent my garment and my mantle.] He men- 
tions that again, because he still continued and appeared 
in a mournful condition. 
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I fell upon my knees, and spread out my hands unto the 
Lord my God.] But put himself now into the posture of an 
humble supplicant to the Divine Majesty. 

Ver. 6. And said, O my God, I am ashamed and blush to 
lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are in- 
creased over our head, and our trespass is grown up unto the 
heavens.] The sum of his confession and deprecation is this, 
which it may be useful to represent at once : That he was 
confounded when he thought of the greatness of their sins, 
which were ready to overwhelm them, and of the boldness 
and insolence of t^em beyond all measure; and that, though 
they had seen the Divine vengeance upon their forefathers 
(from whom they derived this impious disposition) in so 
terrible a manner, that they had not yet worn off the marks 
of his displeasure, (ver. 6, 7.) He had begun indeed to 
shew favour unto them; (ver. 8.) but this so much the 
more aggravated their wickedness, in that not very many 
years after he had been so gracious as to deliver a small 
handful of them, and given them a footing again in their 
own land, and in the holy place, and thereby had made 
them joyful, and given them life, as it were, from the dead, 
by restoring them to their liberty, they returned to their old 
provocations, and forgot both that they had been bondmen, 
and that God had been so kind to them in that bondage, as 
to make those whom they served to pity them, and give 
.them leave to go to their own land, and build the house of 
their God, (ver. 8, 9.) What shall any one say for such a 
wretched people as this, (ver. 10.) w r ho had no regard to 
their prophets, nor to Moses himself, who had charged 
them to have nothing to do with the people of Canaan, 
whom he intended to destroy, because they had defiled 
that land, but to separate themselves from them, and seek 
to root them out, which was the way to plant themselves 
firmly there for ever, (ver. 11, 12.) Can we expect less 
than utter destruction of this small remnant, when, after all 
the punishments he hath inflicted upon us for our sins, and 
his ceasing to punish us, and rescuing us in this manner 
from our captivity, we return to those sins which are So 
odious to him, because so expressly against his command- 
ments? (ver. 13, 14.) if he deal so with us, we must ac- 
knowledge the justice of his proceedings. For when we 
remain a monument of his mercy, who are rescued (as is 
apparent) from our bondage, we are notwithstanding here 
before him in our offences so guilty, that we have nothing 
to plead for ourselves; we are not able to say one word to 
excuse our detestable ingratitude. • 

There cannot be, a more pathctical supplication than 
this, taken altogether; several phrases of which it maybe 
fit to explain. * 

For our iniquities are increased over our head.] A me- 
taphor taken from deep waters, wherein men arc drowned 
and ready to perish. 

And oar trespass is grown vp unto the heavens.] This sig- 
nifies, as I have expressed it in my paraphrase, the high 
presumption and insolence of their wickedness. 

Ver. 7. Since the days of our fathers have we been in a 
great trespass unto this day, &c] And therefore were pu- 
nished unto this day, as the verse concludes. For many of 
their brethren were still in Babylon, or other countries, and 
they who returned were in danger to be undone for their 
continued sins. 

Ver. 8, And to give «$ a nail in his holy place.] By nails 



or pins tents were fastened to the ground ; therefore this 
signifies (as it is explained in the margin) a settled abode, 
after long banishment. 

Ver. 9. To give zts a reviving.] For Ezckiel compares 
them, when they were in Babylon, to the dry boneg of dead 
men lying in their. graves, (chap, xxxvii. 1, &c.) 

And to give us a wall in Judah and Jerusalem.] From 
hence some infer, that the wall of Jerusalem, before Nehe- 
miah came, was built as well as the temple. But the He- 
brew word gedar should be otherwise translated; for it 
doth not properly signify a wall, but a hedge or fence, such 
as were made for the folds- of sheep. Whereby Ezra ex- 
presses (as Huetius well notes) the singular care of God of 
them; who, being the Shepherd of Israel, had gathered to- 
gether his scattered sheep, and brought them back into 
their ancient folds ; wherein he preserved them safe, even 
when they had no wall to defend them, under the powerful 
protection of the king of Persia. 

Ver. 10, 11, 12. These verses need no explication more 
than I have given in the paraphrase upon them. 

Ver. 13. Our God hast punished us less than our iniqui- 
ties deserve.] In the Hebrew the words are, hast withheld 
beneath our iniquities: that is, forborne to punish. For as, 
when God will no longer forbear, he is said to arise, and 
take vengeance : so here (as Lud. de Dieu observes), on 
the contrary, he is said to withhold himself below ; that is, 
not to arise, but to wait patiently for their ameridment. 

Ver. 14. So that there should be no remnant nor escaping.] 
Not one of such a wicked nation left remaining, but all 
utterly extirpated. 

Ver. 15. O- Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous, &c] 
Either the word righteous here signifies very merciful, which 
was the reason they were not destroyed as they deserved ; 
or the next words must be translated, not for we remain, 
but though we remain escaped: that is, God's justice will 
not let us escape, though, for the present, he forbear to 
punish. us. 

Behold; we are before thee in our trespasses ; for ive can- 
not stand before thee because of this.] As this cannot be de- 
nied, so it cannot be defended or excused : but we must 
yield up ourselves to bear the punishment unto which 
thou wilt condemn us. 

Thus he concludes this admirable representation of their 
condition ; which is as much as if he had said, Unless we 
reform, I know not how to beg for mercy, but we must be 
undone, and that most justly. For he gives them no hope, 
intending to put them into a great terror and affrightment, 
and see how that would work upon their hearts. And we 
find in the next chapter (ver. 2.) it had this effect; that 
one stopcl up and spake in the name of all the rest, that 
they would renew their covenant with God, and put away 
these abominations (which was effectual repentance), and 
then they hope God would be merciful unto them. 



CHAP. X. 

Vcr.l. i\ OW, when Ezra had prayed, and when he had 
confessed, weeping and casting himself down before the house 
of God, there assembled tmto him out of Israel a very great 
congregation of men, and women, and children :for the peo- 
ple wept very sore.] This prayer being made at the time of 
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the evening sacrifice, (as we read before, chap. ix. 5.) when 
many assembled to worship God ; and being uttered with 
great passion, and the highest expressions of grief and sor- 
row, it moved those very much who were present; espe- 
cially to see such a person as Ezra, a priest of God, and a 
great ruler under the king of Persia, so dejected, full of 
fear, confusion, and astonishment: the report of which was 
presently carried through all Jerusalem, and, perhaps, to 
neighbouring places: which brought together a great num- 
ber of people of all sorts, men, women, and children ; who 
all made great lamentation, looking upon themselves as 
undcT the high displeasure of the Almighty. 

Ver. 2. And Shechaniah the son of Jehiel, one of the sons 
ofElam, ansivcred and said unto Ezra.] He seems to have 
been a good man, not being numbered among those that 
had trespassed ; though several of his family were : even 
his own father, Jehicl, and several of his uncles, the sons 
of his grandfather Elam, (chap, v. 26.) 

We have trespassed against our God, and have taken 
strange wives of the people of the land; yet now there is 
hope in Israel concerning this thing J] Ezra seemed to have 
given up all for gone, the more to awaken and affright them 
out of their sins; and therefore this person stands up to 
keep them from despair, and to propound a remedy, which 
he hoped would prove effectual. This he spake in the 
name of- the Test; with the principal of which, perhaps, he 
had consulted. 

Ver. 3. Noiv therefore let us make a covenant with our 
God to put away all the wives, and such as are born of 
tltem, according to the counsel of my lord, and of those that 
tremble at the commandment of our God; andlet it be done 
according to the law J] That which was done contrary to the 
law of God was looked upon as null, and therefore these 
were accounted no marriages, and their children were no 
better than those we call bastards, and were not to be a 
part of the family, but to be put away with their mothers. 
St. Paul, indeed, allows the Corinthians to keep their 
pagan wives or husbands, because they had them before 
th£y were Christians ; and there was no law of God or man 
against their marriages, as there was here a very strict law 
of God forbidding them. It may seem hard, indeed, that 
the children should be put away as well as their mothers; 
but they were unlawfully born, and must follow the condi- 
tion of their mothers, and being educated in superstition, 
might corrupt othcT children : and therefore it was unlaw- 
ful hereafter to marry with the children of these women, for 
they were reputed unclean, though their fathers were Is- 
raelites. Thus Maimonides reports the sense of the law to 
be/ "A son begot of a gentile by an Israelite, is not to be 
accounted a son." If a son, indeed, were begot by a gen- 
tile of an Israclitish woman, the child was accounted an 
Israelite, foT partus sequitxir ventrem. But a child was of 
the same condition with his mother, and no regard was had 
to the father at all : so that if a child was begot by an Is- 
raelite, of a woman that was a slave, the child was a slavQ ; 
but if, on the contrary, a woman of Israel had a child by 
one that was a slave, the child was as free as any other Is- 
raelite. (See Selden, in the place abovementioned, p. 616.) 

But it is likely, when they put away these wives and 
children, they made some provision for them; for all was 
to be done according to the counsel of Ezra, and other 
good men, who feared God, and trembled to think his com- 



mandment was broke, and ther forejudged they should be 
put away : but they prescribed the manner of it, how it 
should be done ; which, it is probable, was not without 
some consideration of them. 

Ver. 4. Arise.] For he lay prostrate upon the ground, 
(ver.l.) 

For this matter belongeth unto thee.] Who had the 
greatest skill in the law, and a full power from the king 
of Persia to see every thing done according unto it, (chap. 
vii. 14.) Now the renewing of the covenant for the obser- 
vation of the law was to be done by the authority of the 
sovereign, as wo see by the examples of Asa, Hczekiah, 
and Josiah: and therefore it is a great mistake (as Mr. 
Thorndike observes) to imagine the people could renew it, 
or any part of it, "without the consent of the sovereign. 
From whence we may conclude, that Ezra having such a 
commission as is mentioned chap. vii. was established by 
the sovereign power, with an authority to execute the law 
against all transgressors. 

We also will be with thee: be of good courage, and do 
it.] He promises his assistance, and the assistance of the 
principal persons : which might give him confidence of 
success. 

Ver. 5. Then arose Ezra, and made the chief priests, the 
Levites, and all Israel.] All that were then present. 

To siuear, that they should do according to this word: 
and they sivare.] He admonished them of their duty in the 
name of God, and then persuaded them to take a solemn 
oath (as they did) to put away their strange wives and 
children. For the commission given to 'Ezra supposing a 
full leave to the people to live according to the law, en- 
abled him to govern them by it, yea, to swear them to 
observe it ; for he might do whatsoever he found necessary 
to keep them in obedience. 

* Ver. 6. Then Ezra rose up frombefore thehouse of God.] 
This seems to signify, that he made them swear before he 
would rise up; that they, seeing his great humiliation be- 
fore God, in the most doleful condition, might be moved to 
a more forward compliance. 

And went into the chamber ofJohanan the son ofElia* 
shib.] That he might there consult with the princes and 
elders (ver. 8.) how to put this counsel in execution. This 
Eliashib was the high-priest who succeeded Joiakim, who 
succeeded Jeshua; who living a long time, his son Joiakim 
enjoyed the priesthood but a few years : and Eliashib lasted 
not long, but seems to have been dead (as Dr. Alix thinks) 
a little after the twentieth year of Artaxerxcs Mncmon. 
(See Nehem. xii. 10.) 

And when he came thither, he did eat no bread, nor drink 
water.] The word when is not in the Hebrew ; therefore it 
had better be translated, till he came thither he had eaten 
nothing. 

For he mounted because of the transgression of them that 
had been carried away.] And in time of mourning and sor- 
row they were wont to fast. 

Ver. 7. And they made proclamation throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem unto all the children of the captivity, that they 
should gather themselves together unto Jerusalem.] This pro- 
clamation was issued forth by the counsel of the princes 
and elders mentioned in the next verse. 

Ver. 8. And that whosoever would not come tvithin three 
days.] This was a short time ; but they were resolved to bo 
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speedy in the business, lest they that propounded it should 
cool, or any thing occur to hinder it. 
: According to the counsel of the princes and the elders.] 
, rlt was a great power which the king of Persia entrusted 
Ezra withal; which he managed very discreetly: for he 
would not make the following decree by his own sole au- 
thority, without the advice of the Sanhedriir; which is ge- 
nerally thought to be meant by the princes and elders, viz. 
the high court of Jerusalem ; . for they that are here called 
princes, are ver. 14. called judges. 

All his substante should be forfeited.] In the Hebrew, de- 
voted. Which signifies, that his goods were to be so for- 
feited, as to become sacred to God; and so incapable to be 
restored to the former owner, being put into the treasury of 
God's house. 

And himself separated from the congregation of those that 
had been carried away.] Excluded from their society, and 
all the benefits of their religion. (See chap. vii. 26.) This 
was a punishment inflicted by all nations on those who 
would not conform themselves to the laws; as Grotius 
observes, de Imperio Sum. Potest, circa Sacra, capl 9. 
p. 242. edit. Hagae, and Selden, de Synedr. lib. i. cap. 7. 
p. 14G, 147. 150. 

Ver. 9. Then all the men ofJudah and Benjamin gathered 
themselves together unto Jerusalem within three days.] And 
all they of other tribes complied also with this proclama- 
tion, as appears from ver. 25. but these are alone men- 
tioned, because they were the chief, and the others were 
mixed with thein. 

It tvas the ninth month, and the twentieth day of the 
month.] About a quarter of a year after Ezra and his com- 
pany came to Jerusalem. 

And all the people sat in the street of the house of God.] 
Some take this to be the street which led to the temple; 
but it was rather the court of the people where they wor- 
shipped; which lying open, and not being yetlgirt txbopt 
with a wall, (as we may guess from JSTehem. ii. 8.) is called 
a street. 

Trembling because of this matter.] The offence they had 
committed against God, and the consequence thereof. . 

And for the great rain.] Which they took as a token of 
God's anger against them, because of their sin. 

Ver. 10. And Ezra the priest stood up, and said unto them, 
Ye have transgressed, and have taken strange wives, to in- 
crease the trespass of Israel.] When they should have been 
bewailing their former sins, which east them out of their 
land, they added new transgressions when they were re- 
stored, to it. 

Ver. 11, Now therefore make confession unto the Lord 
God of your fathers, and do his pleasure.] Confession of 
sin alone, without obedience to God's will and entire 
submission to him, is insufficient to reconciliation with 
him. 

And separate yourselves from the people of the land, and 
from the strange wives.] There being no mention here made 
of their children, but only of their wives, it hath made some 
.think that they kept their children, and by circumcision de- 
dicated them to God, teaching them to renounce the infidel- 
ity of their mothers. For though Shechaniah propounded 
the putting away the children also, (ver. 3.) yet it may be 
thought that Ezra, to whom the matter was referred, miti- 
gated the severity of it ; because we do not read any thing 
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of them, but only of the wives, when he came to order what 
should be done. . , , „ 

Ver. 12. Then all the congregation answered, and said 
with a loud voice, As thou hast said, so must we do.] They 
saw no other remedy, and therefore submitted td what he 
required, as the pleasure of God. ;•. i ,-.... 

Ver. 13. But the people are many, and it is a time oj much 
rain, and we are not able to stand ivithout, neither is this a 
tvork of one day or two : for we have many that have trans- 
gressed An this thing.] They give very good reasons why for 
the present they should be dismissed, and more time taken 
to make inquisition after all the offenders, and examine 
them: and to shew they really desired the thing should be 
done, thfey propound a method, in the next verse, for the 
management of it. 

Ver. 14. Let now our rulers of all the congregation stand, 
and let all them which have taken strange wives in our cities 
come at appointed times, and with them the elders of every 
city, and the judges thereof, until the fierce wrath of our 
God for this matter be turned from us.] They would have 
the great council at Jerusalem settled (for that is meant 
by let the rulers of all the congregation stand), and be ready 
to take cognizance of this matter; set days being appointed 
for the offenders in every city to be brought before them, 
by the elders and judges of those cities (that is, some dele? 
gates from the senate of that place), who should testify that 
they had seen the divorces made from their strange wives ; 
for they were best able to know the circumstances of every 
persop, and all his actions. And this they would have to 
continue, as long as there remained any thing to be done in 
this business; that the anger of God might be turned away 
from them. So De Dieu truly renders, I think, the last 
words of this verse: 

How elders and judges differ, is a dispute among learned 
men. Sometimes they signify. the same; but when they 
are mentioned together, it is reasonable to think their 
powers were distinct. And Campegius Vitringa seems to 
me to have given a good account of them ; that by elders 
are meant the supreme senate in every city, who judged in 
all civil causes; and by judges (as distinct from the other) 
are meant judges of an inferior bench, by whom all money 
matters were tried. For though the senate might judge in 
all causes, yet it is reasonable to think they referred small 
matters to a lower court. This he gathers out of the Scripr 
tures, and shews it is conformable to the traditions of the 
Talmudists. (De Synagoga Veter. lib. ii. cap. 9. p/58: 
and see I/Empereur upon Bertram, de Repub. Jud. p. 395.) 

Ver. 15. Only Jonathan the son of Asahel, and Jahaziah 
the son of Tikvah, were employed about this matter.] These 
were two priests, who were chosen to see all things done 
according to the foregoing resolution : that is, to appoint 
the time when the men of each city should come to bring in 
their names, and to acquaint the great council that these 
were elders and judges of the cities, who had seen their 
orders executed. 

AndMeshullam and Shabbethai the Levite helped them.] 
They were both of them Levites, as I take it, who were to 
assist the forenamed priests in so great a work. 

Ver. 16. And the children of the captivity did so.] They 
who came up out of Babylon to their own country are 
constantly called the children of the captivity ; to put them 
in mind of their servitude, and of their freedom from it. 
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And Ezra the priest, with certain chief of the fathers, after 
the house of their fathers, and all of them by their names, 
were separated."] Sequestered themselves from all other bu- 
siness, to attend wholly to the issue of this. 

And sat down on the first day of the tenth month to exa- 
mine the matter.] I cannot imagine what it was that they 
were set apart to examine, unless it was whether the per- 
sons beforenamed did their duty : for it is likely they 
brought the names of those who were found guilty (which 
here follow) unto Ezra and these assessors ; who examined 
whether they found more than these, and of what quality 
and condition they were. 

Ver. 17. And they made an end with all the men that had 
taken strange wives by the first day of the first month.] 
Three months therefore were spent in this disquisition, 
which shews it was very exact. 

Ver. 18. And among the sons of the priests there were 
found that had taken strange wives; namely, of the sons of 
Jeshua, tlte son of Jozadak, and his brethren; Maaseiah, and 
Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah.] No wonder the people 
broke the law, when so many of those who were supposed 
to understand it best (viz. the priests) gave them such a 
foul example of lust and levity (as Pellieanus speaks), 
yea, some of the sons of the high-priest; which made the 
example more pernicious. Which may be the reason, as 
he conjeetures,why Jeshua, the high-priest, was represented 
in a vision to Zechariah the prophet in filthy garments /be- 
cause his family (sons and brethren) were defiled with this 
impurity. For, as Cicero saith, out of Plato, in a letter to 
Lentulus, " Tales plerumque cives reliqui esse solent, 
quales prineipes in civitate fuerint viri ;" such the rest 
of the citizens are wont to be, as the great men in the 
city are. 

. Ver. 19. And they gave their Iiands that they would put 
away their wives.] Solemnly engaged, by making a cove- 
nant, or by an oath, that they would do what was enjoined. 
(See Ezek. xvii. 18.) But it may be expounded simply, 
they put their hand to the business; that is, did it effectually, 
and actually put away their strange wives. 

And, being guilty, they offered a ram of the flock for their 
trespass.] More than that, they openly confessed their guilt, 
and made an offering for their offence ; and hereby, per- 
haps, endeavoured to make some amends for their sin, by 
being the first that condemned themselves and reformed, 
and offered a trespass-offering : which, some think, all the 
^Test made, after their example. 

Ver. 20. And of the sons oflmmer; Hanani and Zebadiah. 
-". Ver. 21. And of the sons of Harim ; Maaseiah, and Eli- 
jah, and SJiemaiah, and Jehiel, and Uzziah. 

Ver. 22^ And of the sons ofPashur; Elioenai, Maaseiah, 
Jshmael, Nethaneet, Jozabad, and Elasah.] All these were 
priests, who were very deep in this guilt, and being public 
persons, led others fearlessly into it. 

Ver. 23. Also of the Levites; Jozabad, and Shimei, and 
Kelaiah (the same is Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Elie- 
zer^ There were not so many Levites, as there were priests, 
iu the transgression. 

Ver. 24. Of the singers also; Eliashib: and of the porters; 
Shallum, and Talem, and UrL] Theso seem to have been 



more modest; there being but oac offender found among the 
singers, and but three among the porters. 

Ver. 25. Moreover, of Israel: of the sons ofParosh ; Ra- 
miah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and Miamin, and Eleazar, 
and Matchijah, and Benaiah.] The Hebrews call all those 
Israel, who were not Levites, or dedicated to the service 
of the temple. Whence the court of Israel was that place 
wherein the men of Israel worshipped, as they w f ere distin- 
guished from the priests and Levites. 

Ver. 2G. And of the sons of Elam; Mattaniah, Zechariah, 
and Jehiel, and Abdi, and Jeremoth, and Eliah.] This Je- 
hiel was Shechaniah's father, ver. 2. And yet, notwith- 
standing, though his father and kindred were guilty of this 
crime, which Ezra bewailed, he did not stick to speak his 
mind, how it should be punished. An admirable example 
of zealous integrity ! 

Ver. 27. And of the sons of Zattu; Etioenai, Eliashib, 
Mattaniah, andJeremoth, andZabad, andAziza.] The two 
former, Parosh and Elam, with this Zattu, and all that fol- 
low to ver. 32. were of the tribe of Judah. 

Ver. 28. Of the sons also of Bebai; Jehohanan, Hana- 
niah, Zabbai, and Athlai. 

Ver. 29. And of the sons of Bant ; Meshullam, Malluch, 
and Adaiah, Jashub, and Sheal, and Ramoth. 

Ver. 30. And of the sons of Pahath-Moab ; Adna, and 
Chelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and Bin- 
nui, and Manasseh. 

Ver. 31. And of the sons of Harim ; Eliezer, Ishijdh, 
Malchiah, Shemaiah, Shimeon. 

Ver. 32. Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah.] Now fol- 
lows an account of those of the other tribe. 

Ver. 33. Of the sons of Hashum; Mattenai, Mattathah, 
Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei. 

Ver. 34. Of the sons ofBani; Maadi, Amram, and UeL 

Ver. 35. Benaiah, Bedeiah, Chelluh. 

Ver. 3G. Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib. 

Ver. 37. Mattaniah, Mattenai, andJaasau. 

Ver. 38. And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei. 

Ver. 39. And Shelemiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah. 

Ver. 40. Machnadebai, Sliashai, Sharai. 

Ver. 41. Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shemariah. 

Ver. 42. Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. 

Ver. 43. Of the sons ofNebo; Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, 
Zebina, Jadau, and Joel, Benaiah.] Some take Nebo for a 
place, of which the following families were citizens. But 
nothing of this is worth inquiring into. 

Ver. 44. All these had taken strange wives.] There is no 
great number of them, in comparison with all that returned 
from captivity : but they seem to have been eminent per- 
sons, who would have spread the contagion, if a stop had 
not been put to it. 

And some of them had wives by whom they had children.] 
There were some of them women that had brought them 
children, as the Vulgar translates it : which DeJDieu shews 
is the plainest translation of these words. Here was a fair 
occasion to have spoken of the putting away their children 
as well as their wives, if that motion had been prosecuted: 
but nothing being here said of it, it makes me think, the 
observation is true which 1 made ver. 11. (See there.) 
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THE 



BOOK OF NEHEMIAH. 






X HAT Nehemiah himself was the author of this book 
there can be no reasonable doubt; for he saith as much in 
the beginning of it, and all along relates what he did in his 
own person, for the rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, and 
other things. He lived in the reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon, 
and came into Judea thirteen years after Ezra ; unto whom 
the king of Persia gave great authority, as he had done tp 
Ezra; God disposing his heart to have some Jews still 
about him in his court, for whom he had a kindness. After 
him, we do not find that the kings of Persia made any go- 
vernor, but left things, it is probable, to the management of 
Jadua the high-priest, as Corn. Bertram thinks. (See de 
Republ. Judaica, p. 168. 173. 175.) 



CHAP. I. 

Ver. 1. JL HE words of Nehemiah.] Or, as Pellicanus 
translates it, gesta (for so the Hebrew word often signifies), 
the things which Nehemiah did. 

The son of JHachaliah.] We are no where told who this 
was, nor of what tribe : Eusebius and others say of the 
tribe of Judah. 

Audit came to pass in the month Chisleu.] Which answers 
to our November, and part of December. 

In the twentieth year.] Not of Artaxerxes, but of Nehe- 
miah's life, (See chap. ii. 1.) > 

As I was in Sliushan the palace.'] In the region ofEly- 
mais, where the Persian kings kept their court in winter, 
and, from its pleasant and beautiful situation, was.called by 
heathen writers Susa, which signifies a lily ; or (as Athe- 
naeus saith, lib. xii.) a rose. Stephanus Byzantinus gives 
this account of it: It was called 2ov<xa, aTro rwv Kpivwv a ttoX- 
Xa iv ttJ x&PZ ntyvKu tKcivfl, from the lilies that grew in 
abundance in that country. Our Dr. Hyde hath a pecu- 
liar fancy, that the Persians called itjSus, which signifies 
licorice ; but the Jews, to compliment Ahasuerus, called 
it in these books by this name, of a better sound, which sig- 
nifies a lily, (Hist. Relig. Vet. Pers. cap. 35. p. 414.) 

Ver. 2. That Hanani, one of my brethren J] And, I sup- 
pose, one of his family. 

Came, he and certain men of Judah.] Came from Jeru- 
salem to Shushan, either about business, or finding things 
very hard with them in Judea. 

And I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, 
which ivereteft of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem.] 
He inquired of the condition wherein they were who re- 
turned out of Babylon into Judea, and whether Jerusalem 
were again become a flourishing city ; as it was natural for 
him to do, especially being a man that loved his nation 
exceedingly. 

Ver. 3. And they said unto me, The remnant that are 



left of the captivity there in the province.] So Judea is 
called, Ezra v. 8. (See there.) 

Are in great affliction and reproach: the wall of Jeru- 
salem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burnt 
with fire.] They answer to both parts of this inquiry, that 
the people were in great distress and contempt by their in- 
solent neighbours, wherewitb they were surrounded, and 
Jerusalem lay without any walls or gates to defend it from 
their injuries. He knew very well that it was burnt by 
Nebuchadnezzar, and the walls beaten down; therefore 
their meaning is, that the walls and gates lay as the Chal- 
deans left them after that devastation, and were not re- 
paired, though the temple was built again. 

Ver. 4. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down.] Upon the ground, as the manner was, in 
great sorrow, and, perhaps, in ashes. * 

And wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and 
prayed before the God of heaven.] With his face towards 
Jerusalem. 

Ver. 5. And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven.] 
In this style they all spake of God (as 1 observed, Ezra i.) 
after the captivity: signifying, as Conrad. Pellicanus ob- 
serves, his sovereign dominion over all things that are 
contained within the compass .of the heavens; the sun, 
moon, and stars, angels, and men, and all creatures. 

Tlie great and terrible God.] He is called great, not with 
respect to those petty gods that the heathen worshipped, who 
had no power at all, but with respect to all potentates either 
in heaven or in earth ; and he is called terrible, because he is 
most humbly to be worshipped and reverenced by them alL 

Tliat keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him, 
and observe his commandments.] Next, he celebrates his 
faithfulness and truth in performing his promises to those 
that plainly declare they sincerely love him, by keeping his 
commandments. These he never fails to bless, because 
they are faithful to him. 

Ver. 6. Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes 
open, that thou may est hear the prayer of thy servant, 
which I pray before thee now, day and night, for the chil- 
dren of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the chil- 
dren of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I 
and my father's house have sinned.] A deep sense of our 
own unworthiness, is a good qualification for the mercy 
we beg of God. This Nehemiah expresses veiy sensibly, 
both here and in the next verse. 

Ver. 7. We have dealt very corruptly against thee.] 
Some of the Jews expound it, We have despised and con- 
temned thee. 

And have not kept the commandments, ?ior the statutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou comviandedst thy servant 
Moses.] But violated every one of them, to the high offence 
both of God and man. 
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Ver. 8. Rernentber, I beseech thee, the word that thou com- 
mandedst thy servant Moses, saying, I/ye transgress, I will 
scatter you abroad among the nations.} Which they had 
seen fulfilled by the Assyrians and Chaldeans. 

Ver. 9. But if ye turn unto nie, and keep my command- 
ments, and do them.] As he hoped some of them now did. 

Though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part 
of the heaven, yet will I gathet* them from thence, and xvill 
bring them unto the place that I have chosen to set my name 
there.'] This promise made by Moses he hoped God would 
fulfil, as he had done the threatening. It is a very pious 
observation of Dr. Jackson, (book iii. chap. 17.)thatNehe- 
jniah framed this prayer to God, and directed his enter- 
prise for the restoration of Jerusalem, by the rule of Moses, 
mentioned in Deut. xxx. 1 — 4. and he plainly found the 
truth of that prediction in the readiness of the king of Per- 
sia to grant his petition: which confirmed his belief of 
what Moses there saith, although a prophet by profession 
dissuaded his enterprise, as likely to prove dangerous to 
his person, (chap. vi. 10, 11.) 

Ver. lo. Noiv these are thy servants and thy people, whom 
thou hast redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong 
hand.] For nothing but the overruling power of God could 
have moved Cyrus to dismiss this whole nation out of cap- 
tivity, and let them return to their own land. Or, as some 
think, he beseeches his compassion to them, because they 
were his peculiar people, redeemed out of the Egyptian 
bondage by many miracles. 

Ver. 11. O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be at- 
tentive to the prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of 
thy servants, vjho desire to fear thy name.] He was not 
alone in this petition for mercy, but there were many others, 
who would worship him sincerely. So the words are in the 
Hebrew, who will fear, or delight to fear, thy name. 

And prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day.~] He 
prayed night and day, as he saith, ver. 6. But this was the 
prayer he made on that day when he went to wait upon 
the king. 

And grant him mercy in the sight of this man.] He means 
the king, unto whom he pointed as it were with his finger, 
when he was going to attend upon him. 
1 For I was the king's cup-bearer.] And perhaps, as he 
came into his presence, he secretly made this prayer to God 
in his own breast. Many of the Jews, by the singular fa- 
vour of God, obtained "considerable dignities in their cap- 
tivity, as Daniel and his companions, Zerubbabel, and 
others: among whom was this good man, who was ad- 
vanced to this place of cup-bearer, when he was but a 
youth, as our Rainoldus hath shewn, in his Censura, Lib. 
Apocryph. p. 1496. 



CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. jcjLND it came to pass in the month Nisan, in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king.] Which was almost 
four months after he heard of the desolate condition where- 
in Jerusalem lay; in all which time, I suppose> his turn of 
waiting did hot come: so that ho wanted opportunity to 
speak unto the king. Or, as others will have it, he and his 
friends retired all this time, and spent it in fasting and 
prayers 
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That wine was before him.] He was at dinner or supper, 
and he called for wine; which was ready for him. 

And I took tip the wine, and gave it unto the king.] After 
the manner that the cup-bearer was wont to do. 

Now J had not been beforetime sad in his presence.] But 
always appeared cheerful and well-pleased, as young men 
so advanced use to be; and perhaps* entertained the king 
at table with pleasant discourse. 

Ver. 2. Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy 
countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick?] There did not, 
appear in his countenance any sign of indisposition of body. 

This is nothing else but sorrow of heart.] Some inward 
trouble which grieved his spirit. 

TJien I was very sore afraid.] Lest the king should have 
a suspicion that he had any treasonable design in his 
thoughts, and intended to poison him, as it was easy for 
the cup-bearer to do: or rather, he was afraid he should 
not prevail in his suit; the court, it is likely, being full of 
such as would oppose it. 

Ver. 3. Ands'aidunto the king, Let the king live for ever,] 
They that think he was afraid the king should be jealous 
of him, take the meaning to be, Let riot the king fear I 
mean him any harm, but pray for his long life. But this 
was a common form of wishing the king long happiness, 
as appears from several places in Daniel, and hath no re- 
spect to that now mentioned. 

Why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers 1 sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates 
thereof are consumed with fire ?] Men naturally have a great 
love to the monuments of their ancestors, and are troubled 
to see the place where they are laid desolate. He did not 
speak a word of religion, or the Divino w r orship (as Grotius 
observes), for though Artaxerxes had a great affection for 
the Jews, and had their God in veneration (as appears by 
the edict he sent to Ezra thirteen years before), yet the' 
company about him might not be so well disposed; but 
had the same affection and concern for their country and 
relations that he had, though they did not worship-the 
same God. 

Ver. 4. Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou 
make request?] This argues the king had a* great kindness 
for him, that he so readily asked what he would have him 
do for him, to ease him of his trouble. " . * 

So I prayed to the God of heaven.] In his mind he silently 
beseeched God to guide his tongue, and to bow the Icing's 
heart to grant his request. 

Ver. 5. And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and 
if thy servant have found favour in thy sight.] It was a bold 
request he was going to make, and therefore, before he men- 
tions it, lie submits it to the king's will and pleasure; and 
acknowledges he had no merit, but depended wholly upon 
the king's kindness; unto whom, perhaps, he might have 
performed some acceptable service. 

That thou icouldest send me ttnto Judah, unto the city of 
my father's sepulchres.] This might lead Eusebius and 
others to think Nehemiah was of the tribe of Judah, be- 
cause his ancestors dwelt in Jerusalem, and were there 
buried. 

That I may build it.] Build the walls of it, and make it 
a city again ; whereas now it was but an open town. 

Ver. G. And the king said nnto me (the queen also sitting 
by him).] Which was not usual, as historians say, but is 
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noted here as a thing extraordinary ; because it is likely she 
favoured him, and promoted the grant of his request. 

For how long shall thy journey be? and when wilt thou 
return?'] This is another argument of the kindness he had 
for him; that he would not lose his service, nor be long 
without it 

So it pleased the king to send me; an$ I set him a time.] 
He having told the king how long he desired to be absent 
from his duty, the king permitted him to go. How long 
that was, is not certain. But it is not likely it was for 
twelve years; (mentioned chap. v. 14. xiii. 6.) but rather 
he asked leave for a year, or perhaps for half so much: 
which made him so quick in dispatching the building of 
the wall, which he finished in two-and-fifty days, (chap, vi; 
15.) After which, it is likely, he returned to Shushan, ac- 
cording to his appointment : and the king sent him back 
as his governor for twelve years ; his presence being very 
serviceable, or perhaps necessary there, for the better order- 
ing of that province, to the king's content. 

Ver. 7. Moreover, I said unto the king, If it please the 
king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, 
that they may convey me over, till I come into Judah.] Give 
him a safe conduct, and furnish him with necessaries in his 
journey through their several provinces, where they had 
authority. *fi '>•! * 

Ver. 8. And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's 
forest.] I suppose he means the forest of Lebanon; from 
whence he might be furnished with materials for his build- 
ing. Here the word pardes signifies differently from what 
it doth in other places where it is used; which are but two 
besides this, Eccles. ii; 5; Cant. iv. 13. where it signifies 
a most 'pleasant garden, planted with all sorts of trees.. 
And this forest, it seems, was so sweet and pleasant a 
place, that it deserved to be called by the same name. • 

Tliat he may give me timber to make beams for the gates 
of the palace which appertained to the house.] The Vulgar 
Latin, by the palace, understands the tower of the house ; 
and so Pcllicanus, portas templi, the gates of the temple. 
For though the temple itself ^was built; yet the several 
courts seem not to have been walled .about, nor the gates 
to the temple made. For> that it should be meant of the 
gates of the king's palace, which was near the temple, 
is altogether unlikely ; there being no occasion to build a 
palace for the king of Persia; and no Other king could be 
intended. 

And for the wall of the city, and for the house that I 
shall, enter into.] He desired leave to build a convenient 
house for himself, and for those that should be future go- 
vernors. 

And the king granted me, according to the good hand of 
my God upon me*] The hand is sometimes taken (as Dru- 
sixts observes) in an ill sense, for inflicting punishments, 
(Ruth i. 13. Jer. xv. 17.) for we strike others with the 
hand: and sometimes in a good sense, for helping arid 
assisting others; for we extend favours to men with our 
hand. Thus he explains Psal. Ixxxviii. G. cat off from 
thy hand; that is, fallen from thy grace and favour. Pin- 
dar, he observe, thus uses the hand of God for his help 
and aid, Olymp. x. Otov avv iiaiXanq, by the hand of God; 
which the scholiast interprets, Tt} rov Otov Zwafxu koL j3oij- 
Qtiq, by the power and help of God, (Miscellanea, cent. i. 
cap; 85.) Thus Nehcmiah is to be here understood; by the 



Divine favour, which inclined the king to do what he de- 
sired; which he calls God's good hand. 
• Ver. 9. Tlien I came to the governors beyond the river, 
and gave them the king's letters. (Now the king had sent 
captains of the army and horsemen with me).] This the 
king did over and above what he desired; which procured 
him the greater respect from the governors, when they saw 
the care the king took for the safety of his person. 

Ver. 10. When Sanballat the Horonite.] He seems to 
have been a petty prince of Moab; or some great man of 
that country. For Hdronaim was ah eminent city there, 
(Isa. xv. 5. xlviii. 3. 5. 34.) 

And Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite.] He had beeri 
a slave of that country; but now advanced to some au- 
thority (perhaps to be a governor of a province) in these 
parts. The mention of these two great men Shews, that 
the nations of Moab and Amnion were restored as well as 
the Jews, according to; the Divine oracles; and were well 
known, that their destruction by the people of God might 
be the more observable; which was in the time of the 
Maccabees, who subdued those nations, according to the 
predictions of several prophets. 

Heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly that there was 
come a man to seek the welfare of the 'children of Israel.] 
With such authority from the king, arid. in' such favour 
with him; as appeared by the letters he brought with' him, 
and the guard that attended him, and the diligence of 
the several governors, through whose provinces he passecf, 
to serve him. . us 

\ Ver. 11. .£0 I came to Jerusalem, and was there three 
days.] In which he rested himself, and received the visits 
of his friends, as Ezra had done, chap. viii. 32. 
. Ver. 12. And I arose in the night.] At the' end of those 
days, it is likely, for he was resolved to makeiio delay. 

land some few men with me.] In whom he most confided. 

Neither told I any man what my God had put in my 
heart to do at Jerusalem.] He, being a courtier, had learned 
to hold. his peace, and observe when it was a fit time to 
speak; and to whom; For' he would not trust to every 
body, knowing there was much falseness in men's hearts; 
and secrecy was necessary to keep his designs from being 
betrayed; 

Neither was there any beast with me, save the beast that 
I rode upon.] They all went on foot besides himself, that 
there might be the less noise, and no notice taken of what 
he did. What beast it was on which he rode, whether 
horse or mule, is hot worth the inquiry: it is likely a mule, 
on which great men were wont to ride in those countries. 

Ver. 13. And I went out by night, by , the gate of the 
valley.] This valley is mentioned again, chap. iii. 13. but 
whereabout it was, is not remembered, but only that it lay 
before the well called the Dragon-well. 

Even before the Dragon-well.] So called, either from the 
silent sliding of the water (as a serpent creeps) from the 
fountain Siloam; or, from a dragon (as Bochartus thinks) 
which haunted this place since the city lay desolate ; for 
serpents delight in such places, especially near fountains 
of water. 

And to the dung-port.] Out of which dung was wont to 
be carried out of Jerusalem, when it was before inhabited. 

And viewed the walls of Jerusalem which were broken 
down, and the gates thereof were consumed with fire.] Try- 
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ing (as Conradus Pcllicanns reasonably conjectures) whe- 
ther the foundation was still sound, and would support a 
new wall laid upon it; or whether it was rotten, and must 
be laid again. 

Ver. 14. Then I went on to the gate of the fountain.] 
Either of Siloe, or of Gihon. The wall was not so broken 
down, but some part of it still remained, and the place 
where the gates were was known. (See chap. iv. 6, 7. 
vi. 1.) 

And to the king's pool.] Which is generally supposed to 
be that which Hezekiah made, (2 Chron. xxxii. 3. 30.) 

But there was no place for the beast that was under me to 
pass. 2 Being full of rubbish, or of water. 

Ver. 15. Then went I up in the night by the brook.] The 
same night he went by the brook Kidron. 

And viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and so returned.] He seems not to have 
gone round about the whole city ; for there were several 
other gates which are not here mentioned : but having seen 
in what condition so many parts of the wall were, by which 
he judged of the rest, he turned back into the city, and 
entered at the same gate from whence he went out, 
(ver. 13.) 

Ver. 16. And the rulers knewnot whither I went, or what 
I did.] These rulers (Conradus Pellicanus thinks) were 
gentiles, for they are distinguished from the Jews in the 
following words, and from other rulers among them; and 
therefore were the officers of the kings of Persia, who had 
hitherto obstructed the work. 

Neither had las yet told it to the Jews, nor to the priests, 
nor todhe nobles, nor to the rulers.] To any of the people of 
the Jews, for he had not so much as acquainted the priests, 
nor the nobles, nor any that had authority among them, 
with his intentions. 

Nor to the rest that did the work.] Whom he intended 
hereafter to employ in the work : or, he told none of those 
that went with bim to view the ruins what his. design was. 

Ver. 17. Then said I unto them, Ye see the distress that 
we are in, hoto Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
fire burnt with fire.] Not long after he took a fit opportu- 
nity to represent to them their low condition; and to let 
them understand what he intended, and had power to un- 
dertake. 

Cdme, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that ive 
be no more a reproach.] Exposed to the scorn and insults 
of the people round about them. 

"Ver. 18. Tlien I told them of the hand of my God which 
was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had 
spoken unto me.] He acquainted them how favourable God 
had made the king to him, and all the discourse he had 
with him, and the commission which he had received 
from him. 

And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strength- 
encd their hands for this good work.] When they heard of 
the favour of God, and of the king. 

Ver. 19. But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah 
the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard 
it.] It is probable, Geshem was the king's deputy in Ara- 
bia, as the two former were in Moab and Amnion. But 
others take them rather to have been all three great men 
among the Samaritans. 

They laughed us to scorn, and despised us;] As men that 



made a vain attempt, which tkey would never be able to 
accomplish. 

And said, Wliat is this thing that ye do? toill ye rebel 
against the king ?] This was the most odious calumny 
they could invent, that they intended to set up for them- 
selves, and be no longer the king's subjects. 

Ver. 20. Then answered I them, and said unto them, Tlie 
God of heaven, he toill prosper us.] We have authority for 
what we do from a higher power than yours. 

Therefore we his servants toill arise and build: but you 
have no port ion,nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.] Do 
not you trouble yourselves about this matter ; who have 
no part, either in the labour, or the merit, or the fame of 
it: for you are not of our religion;* and therefore may 
mind your own business, and not meddle with ours. 



CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. JL HEN Eliashib the high-priest rose up, with his 
brethren the priests.] Now he shews by whom, and in what 
order, the wall was built: which was begun by Eliashib, 
the grandchild of Jeshua the high-priest; (as we read chap, 
xii. 10.) who with his brethren gave a noble example, in 
being the first that went about the work, and built the gate 
here mentioned. 

And they built the sheep-gate.] Which was at the south 
side of the city, in that part of the valley which looked 
towards the city of David and the temple. The sheep 
used to enter in here which were to be sacrificed; and 
therefore, I suppose, the priests undertook this part of the 
work as most proper for them. Dr. Lightfoot hath taken 
a great deal of pains to find in what quarter these gates 
were; to whom I refer the reader in his Chorog. Century of 
the Land of Israel, chap. 26. 

They sanctified it, and set tip the doors of it.] When they 
had completed it, they blessed it by solemn prayers, and 
perhaps by sacrifices; as the first-fruits of this pious woik : 
for we do not read that any other part, but this which they 
built, was sanctified. Some think this was done because 
of the relation that this gate had to sacred uses; but it was 
rather such a ceremony as was imitated by other nations, 
when they begun their walls; which they commended to 
the protection of their gods. Some translate it, they made 
it an excellent structure: others, they cleansed it from the 
rubbish, and the profanation which the Babylonians had 
brought upon it; restoring it to its ancient splendour. But 
our translation, I think, is best; for it being the priest's 
work, it became them to bless and sanctify it. 

Even unto the tower ofMeah they sanctified it, unto the 
tower of Hananeel.] They sanctified the rest of the wall, 
which they built as far as the tower ofMeah on one side, 
and the tower of Hananeel on the other. But Pellicanus 
thinks, that Meah is not the name of a tower, but signifies 
a hundred; and makesthe sense to be, They not only built 
the sheep-gate, but a hundred cubits of the wall to a tower 
so far off from the gate, and also to the tower of Hananeel. 
This sheep-gate some think is the same with the UpofiaTud), 
mentioned John v. 2. which being the first that was built 
by the priests of God, and particularly commended to his 
blessing, had that singular gift bestowed upon the neigh- 
bouring pool, that it should miraculously heal those that 
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first entered into it every day; and that from this time it 
had this virtue. Afterward they dedicated the whole wall, 
as we read chap. xii. 27. 

Ver. 2. And next unto him builded the men of Jericho. 
And next to them builded Zaccur the son oflmri.] Whom 
some take for a principal person in Jericho. 

Ver. 3. But the fish-gate did the sons ofHassenaah build.'] 
This was a gate which looked towards the sea ; from 
whence fish was wont to be brought, and sold here. 

Wlio also laid the beams thereof, and set up the doors 
thereof the locks thereof and the bars thereof] They made 
a complete piece of work of this gate ; to which they gave 
the last finishing; which was not done universally till after 
some time. (See chap. vi. 1- vii. 1.) 

Ver. 4. And next unto them repaired Meremoth the son of 
Urijah, the son of Koz. And next unto them repaired Me- 
shullam the son of Berechiah, the son of Meshezabeel. And 
next unto them repaired Zadok the son of Baana.] These 
repaired the wall till they came to the old gate ; for there 
was no other gate till they came there. 

Ver. 5. And next unto them the Tekoites repaired.] The 
people of the city of Tekoa carried on the wall with those 
three beforenamed. 

But their nobles put not their necks to the work of their 
Lord.] They were either proud, and would not stoop to this 
work; or they were negligent, and cared not whether it 
were done or not. By their Lord some understand the leader 
and head of the whole family, who was active in it; others 
Nehemiah ; and some God himself, whose work this was ; 
unto which, therefore, well-disposed persons, though ever 
so great, put their necks ; that is, laboured hard, not refus- 
ing to carry burdens, &c. 

Ver. 6. Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada the son 
ofPaseah,andMeshullam the son ofBesodeiah.] Some think 
it was called the old gate, because there were some remains 
of it from the times of the Jebusitcs, yea, of Melchisedec, 
by whom it was at first built. 

They laid the), beams thereof and set up the doors there- 
of and the locks thereof and the bars thereof] They 
imitated those mentioned ver. 3. as several others did, 
(ver. 13— 15.) 

Ver. 7. And next unto them repaired Melatiah the Gi- 
beonite, and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of Gibeonand 
ofMizpah, unto the throne of the governor on this side the 
river.] These, and they that follow in the next verse, re- 
paired as far as to the wall of the broad street. And among 
these was a great man, whose name was Chisse (so Pelli- 
canus translates the word we render the throne), a petty 
prince in Syria, under the king of Persia; who, being pro- 
selyted, joined in this work. 

Ver. 8. Next unto him repaired Uzziel the son of liar- 
haiah, of the goldsmiths. Next unto him also repaired Ha- 
naniah the son of one of the apothecaries; and they fortified 
Jerusalem unto the broad wall.] These were two eminent 
persons ; one among the goldsmiths, the other among the 
perfumers ; w r ho did not build the wall, because it was very 
good in this place ; but only fortified it, and made it strong. 
Near to this was the broad street of the city, where there 
was a market-place for the selling of commodities. 

Ver. 9. And next unto them repaired Rephaiah the son of 
Jlur, the ruler of the half part of Jemsalem.] There were 
two principal overseers of the work, on the two sides of the 



city: this, as some think, in that part which was in the 
tribe of Judah; and the other, (ver. 12.) in that which was 
in the tribe of Benjamin. (See chap. iv. 19.) 

Ver. 10. And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the son of 
Harumaph, even over against his house. And next unto him 
repaired Hattush the son of Hashabniah.'] The first of these 
repaired against his house; because that lay most conve- 
nient for him to bestow his cost upon it; and thereby he 
consulted his own safety, together with the public good. 

Ver. 11. Malchijah the son ofHarim, and Hashujb the son 
of Pahath-Moab, repaired the other piece, and the tower of 
the furnaces.] The words we translate the other piece, are 
the second measure. But what the first was we cannot tell, 
and therefore are ignorant of the second: perhaps, half as 
much as the former had repaired. The tower of the furnaces 
is mentioned again, chap. xii. 38. as near to this place. 
(See there.) 

Ver. 12. And next unto him repaired Shallum the son of 
Halohesh, the ruler of the half part of Jerusalem.] There was 
another part mentioned before, ver. 9. 

He and his daughters.] Who are generally thought either 
to be heiresses, or rich widows; who piously contributed 
to this work. 

Ver. 13. Tlie valley-gate repaired Hanun, and the inha- 
bitants of Zanoah ; they built it, and set up the doors thereof, 
the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and a thousand cubits 
on the wall unto the dung-gate.] This was called the valley 
of Jehoshaphat, which lay between the city and the Mount 
of Olives; through which the brook Kidron ran, from the 
north to the south. The gate which led to this was the 
east gate; which was repaired, together with more of 
the wall than any others repaired, by these persons here 
mentioned. 

Ver. 14. But the dung-gate repaired Malchiah the son of 
Rechab, the ruler of part of Beth-haccerem: hebuilt it, and 
set up the doors thereof the locks thereof, and the bars 
thereof] He was a great man, who commanded part of a 
city, which had its name from the vineyards that were there, 
as Pellicanus probably conjectures. 

Ver. 15. But the gate of the fountain repaired Shallum 
the son of Col-hozeh, the ruler of part of Mizpah; he built 
it, and covered it, and set up the doors thereof, the locks 
thereof and the bars thereof, and the wall of the pool 
Of Siloah by the king's garden.] This man also was a 
great benefactor, being a considerable person, as the 
former was. 

And unto the stairs that go down from the city of David.] 
Which stood upon the high hill of Zion ; from whence they 
descended by steps to Jerusalem '. 

Ver. 16. After him repaired Nehemiah the son of Azbuk.] 
Of the same name, but not of tho same family with the 
writer of this book. 

The ruler of the half part 'ofBeth-znr, unto the place over 
against the sepulchres of David.] Where David had a se- 
pulchre for himself, and for his successors in the kingdom. 

And to the pool that was made.] This is supposed to be 
tho place mentioned 2 Kings xx. 20. 

And unto the house of the mighty.] There the king's guard 
were lodged, who were all mighty men of valour. But we 
can only guess at the sense of these words. 

Ver. 17. And after him repaired the Levites, Rehum the son 
ofBani. Next unto him repaired Hashabiah, the ruler of the 
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half-part o/Keilak, in his part.] In his street (as Pellica- 
nus renders it), or with the men of his part or country where 
he was ruler. 

Ver. 18. After him repaired their brethren.] Other Levites. 

Bavai the son ofllenadad, the ruler of the half -part of 
Keilah.] Of the other half of the city. 

Ver. 19. And next to him repaired Ezer the son ofJeskua, 
the ruler of Mizpah, another piece.] Or rather, one piece; 
because another is mentioned in the next verse. 

Over against the going tip to the armoury.] There is such 
a place mentioned in the forest, (Isa. xxii. 8.) which So- 
lomon it is likely made; but this was in Jerusalem, then 
well known, and one of the most noted places in the city, 
because here all warlike provision was laid up. 

At the turning of the wall] At some corner, where the 
wall turned another way. 

Ver. 20. After him Barnch the son of Zabbai earnestly 
repaired the other piece.] With great zeal, as if he was 
ashamed the work went on so slowly ; or that they should 
repair only one piece, and leave the other undone. 

From the turning of the wall.] From the place before- 
mentioned. 

Unto the door of the house ofEliashib the high-priest.] 
Who had the honour to begin this good work, (ver. 1.) 

Ver. 21. After him repaired Meremoth the son of Urijah, 
the son ofKoz, another piece, from the door of the house of 
Eliashib, even to the end of the house ofEliashib.] He car- 
ried on the work from the place where the other left off, 
from the entrance of the house to the end of it; which being 
the house of a great man, we may suppose very large. 

Ver. 22. And after him repaired the priests, the men of the 
plain.] Near to Jerusalem, chap. xii. 28. 

Ver. 23. After him.] There was some eminent priest who 
engaged others with him, as Eliashib had done his bre- 
thren, (ver. 1.) 

Repaired Benjamin and Hashub over against their house. 
After him repaired Azariah the son ofMaaseiah, the son of 
Ananiah, by his house.] These were some of the tribe of 
Benjamin, settled in Jerusalem, who repaired over against 
their own doors, as far as their houses extended. 

Ver. 24. After him repaired Binnui the son of Henadad, 
another piece, from the house of Azariah unto the turning 
of the wall, even unto the corner.] This, in all likelihood, 
was another of the tribe of Benjamin, who carried on the 
wall from the place where Azariah ended. 

Ver. 25. Palal the son of Uzai, over against the turning of 
the wall, and the tower which lieth out from the king's high 
house, that was by the court of the prison. After him Pe- 
daiah the son of Parosh.] There are so many turnings of 
the wall mentioned, that none can now give an account of 
them, nor of the king's high house (which some take to have 
been a house built for that prospect). The court of the 
prison is often mentioned in the book of the prophet Je- 
remiah. 

Ver. 2G. Moreover, the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto 
the place over against the water-gate towards the east, and 
the tower that lieth out.] Not only the priests and Levites, 
but the meanest persons that belonged to the house of God, 
inferior officers, contributed to this work. And the water- 
gate, it is likely, was that at which these lower ministers 
brought in water for the use of (he temple : near to which 
Ophel was, which seems to have been a great tower, 



(2 Chron. xxvii. 3.) The tower which lay out I can give n0 
account of; but the next verse tells us where it was. - 

Ver. 27. After them the Tekoites repaired another piece, 
over against the great tower that lieth out, even unto the 
wall of Ophel.] The people of this place aro mentioned be- 
fore, ver. 5. whose nobles, perhaps, who at the first with- 
drew themselves from this work, lent their help, now that 
they saw every body engaged in it. 

Ver. 28. From above the horse-gate repaired the priests, 
every one over against his house.] It was called the horse- 
gate, as some think, because they went through it to water 
their horses at the brook Kidron : or, there was a place 
for the standing of horses. 

Ver. 29. After them repaired Zadok the son oflmmer over 
against his house. After him repaired also Shemdiah the son 
of Shechaniah, the keeper of the east gate.] It is uncertain 
whether ho speaks of the east gate of the city, or of the 
temple: but whichsoever it was, it seems to have been 
a principal gate, and therefore committed to the custody 
of an eminent person. 

Ver. 30. After him repaired Hananiah the son of Shele- 
miah.] Some copies read after me; as if Nehemiah in mo- 
desty concealed his own work, and only intimated that he 
did something himself: but ours is the right reading. . 

And Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph, another piece.] He 
had more zeal, it is likely, than his elder brethren, and 
therefore is here particularly noted as a worthy man, of 
less estate, but of more virtue than the rest of his family. 

After him repaired Meshullam the son of Berechiah over 
against his chamber.] Which he had, I suppose, in the 
temple. 

Ver. 31. After him repaired Malchiah the goldsmith's son, 
unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the merchants, over 
against the gate Miphkad, and to the going np of the corner.] 
It seems the Nethinims had a part of the city assigned them 
for their habitation, which was among the merchants: near 
to whom there was a house of correction (as some think 
the word Miphkad imports), where they visited (as the 
Hebrews speak), that is, punished, men for their faults. 

Ver. 32. And between the going up of the corner unto the 
sheep-gate.] There they began, (ver. 1.) and there they 
ended : which shews that they left not off till they had com- 
passed the whole city with a wall, and that it was but ono 
(as Pellicanus observes), not two or three, which was 
sufficient to preserve them from the incursions of their 
enemies. 

Repaired the goldsmiths and the merchants.] Some will 
have these to have been their names, taken at first from 
their professions. 

No man can think (as the same Pellicanus notes) that 
the names of them that repaired the walls of Jerusalem 
were set down so diligently, as here they are, without some 
rational cause for it. And the reason was, because it was 
a work of great virtue to love and to do honour to their 
country; a work of piety to restore the holy city; a reli- 
gious thing to defend the true worshippers of God, that 
they might serve him in quietness and safety; and a cou- 
rageous thing, in the midst of so many enemies, to go on 
with this work in a pious confidence of the power of God 
to support them. The names, therefore, of such persons 
deserved to bo preserved and transmitted to future genera- 
tions, as a most noble example to them. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1. JljXJT it came to pass, that when Sanballat heard 
that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great in- 
dignation, and mocked the Jews.] Though he boiled in- 
wardly with anger, yet he seemed to contemn that which 
he feared, and scoffed at the Jews. 

Ver. 2. And he spake before his brethren and the army 
of Samaria.'] By his brethren are meant the commanders- 
in-chief in those parts; who mustered, I suppose, all their 
forces in Samaria, as if they intended to invade the Jews, 
and hinder the work they were about. 

And said, What do these feeble Jeivs?] But first he ex- 
poses them to scorn, as a people that had no power. 

Will they fortify themselves? will they sacrifice? will 
they make an end in a day?] He heard there were so many 
hands at work, as if they meant to build the wall, and keep 
a feast, and dedicate it by sacrifice, all in one day; and so 
takes an occasion to laugh at their foolish diligence, and 
the haste they made, as if they could begin and end 
at once. 

Will they revive the stones out of tjie heaps of the rub- 
Hish which are burnt ?] He represents it as impossible they 
should repair the wall, unless they could make the broken 
pieces, which were also mouldered, to become whole 
stones again. 

Ver. 3. Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him.] One of 
his brethren, mentioned in the verse beforegoing. 

And he said, Even that which they build, if a fox go 
up, he shall even break down their stone wall.] Foxes 
abounded in that country, especially about Jerusalem, 
since its devastation, (Lament, v. 18.) At the wall of which 
Tobiah jeered, saying, It was so low that those creatures 
might leap over it; and so weak, that they might throw it 
down, or break through it. This opinion, it is likely^ made 
them neglect to interrupt them in their building till it was 
too late. 

Ver. 4. Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn 
their reproach upon their own head.] He beseeches God to 
take such notice of their scoffs, that, as they now despised 
his people, so they themselves might be laughed to scorn, 
and had in derision. 

And give them for a prey in the land of captivity.] And 
carry them far away from the captives into some other 
land. 

Ver. 5. And cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin 
be blotted out from before thee.] This seems something 
harsh, that he should pray they mightnevcr be forgiven; 
but he spake by the spirit of prophecy, as David did in 
Psal. cix. they being of such a malicious and implacable 
spirit against God and his people, that he foresaw they 
would never be capable of his mercy, but be utterly de- 
stroyed by him. And, indeed, there were several oracles 
upon which this prayer was grounded, and it was confirmed 
by the destruction of these nations by the Maccabees and 
their successors. 

For they have provoked thee to anger before the builders.] 
By scoffing at them, and discouraging them in the work, 
which was for God's honour, and for the safety of his peo- 
ple. And thereforo it highly provoked him that these men 
should set themselves with such spite against it. 

Ver. G. So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined 
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together unto the half thereof] Till it was raised to the half 
of its height. 

For the people had a mind to work.] Were very much set 
upon it, and went about it cheerfully, notwithstanding their 
jeers and contempt. 

Ver. 7. But it came to pass, that when Sanballat, and To* 
biah, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and the Ashdod- 
ites.] Some of these people were never mentioned before; 
and therefore this shews, that Sanballat endeavoured to 
draw all the neighbouring nations into a confederacy 
against the Jews. 

Heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that 
the breaches began to be stopped.] It seems the Chaldeans 
liad not entirely thrown down the walls, but contented them- 
selves to make wide breaches and gaps in them. » 
< Then they were very wroth.] So incensed, that it moved 
them to take the following resolution. 

Ver. 8. And conspired all of them together to come and to 
fight against Jerusalem, and to hinder it.] The last words in 
the Hebrew are, to make an error in it; that is, to put them 
by the work, or to make them not know which way to turn 
themselves. 

Ver. 9. Nevertheless we made our prayer urtto our God, 
and set a watch against them day and night, because of them.] 
They committed themselves to the protection of the Al- 
mighty, whose servants they were, keeping a constant 
watch, that they might not be surprised, for they knew them 
,to be very vigilant to do mischief. 

Ver. 10. And Jndah said, The strength of the bearers of 
burdens is decayed.] They had wrought so long and so hard, 
that some of the Jews told him the labourers were quite 
spent. 

And there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build 
the wall.] There was still a great deal of rubbish remain- 
ing, more than they were able to remove ; and thereforo 
they must desist, at least for the present, from building 
the wall. 

Ver. 11. And our adversaries said, Tliey shall not know, 
neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay 
them, and cause the work to cease.] They pretended also to 
have intelligence, that the forenamed enemies did not in- 
tend to appear with an army before Jerusalem, but to march 
so secretly, that they should have no notice of their ap- 
proach till they saw them in the city, and put them to the 
sword. 

Ver. 12. And it came to jiass, that when the Jetvs which 
dtidelt by them came, they said unto us ten times.] But there 
were some Jews who were neighbours to that people that 
found out their designs, and came to inform them of it a 
great many times: for ten times signify a great many in 
Scripture. (See Gen. xxi.7.) 

From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be 
upon you.] The words in the Hebrew are no more than these, 
from all places whence they return unto us (there being no 
words answering to those, they will be upon you) ; if any 
words be added, they should be they informed us of our 
danger. 

Ver. 13. Tlierefon set I in the lower places behind the 
wall.] Where the wall was not yet raised to its just height 
(ver. G.) 

And on the higher- places.] Where it was completely 
finished. 

4U 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



C94 



A COMMENTARY 



[chap. 



V* 



I even set the people after their families, with their swords, 
their spears, and their bows.] Willi such weapons as they 
were furnished withal. 

. Ver. 14. And I looked, and rose tip.'] When he saw how 
they were disposed, he rose up and made this speech to 
them. 

And said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest 
of the people, Be not ye afraid of them : remember the Lord, 
which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your 
sons and your daughters, your wives and your houses.] All 
was at stake, therefore he exhorts them to be valiant, trust- 
ing in God, who was stronger than all their enemies. 

Ver. 15. And it came to pass, when our enemies heard that 
it was known unto us, and God had brought their counsel to 
nought, that we returned all of us to the wall, every one 
unto his work.] When they heard their plot was discovered, 
and they had no hope to surprise us, but we were ready to 
receive them, they laid aside their designs, and we went on 
with ours. 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass, from that time forth, that, 
the half of my servants wrought in the work, and the other 
Italfofthem held both the spears, the shields, and the boivs, 
and the habergeons.] But, lest their enemies should imagine 
they were secure, and had quite laid aside their arms, and 
so might resume their enterprise, he ordered, that while half 
of his own servants wrought upon the walls, another half 
should stand by with weapons ready to put into their hands, 
if there were occasion. 

And the rulers were behind all the house ofJitdah.] The 
rest, I suppose, followed this example ; and the rulers stood 
at their backs to encourage them, and put them forward in 
their work. 

Ver, 17. They which builded on the wall, and they that 
bare burdens, with those that laded, every one with ojie of 
his hands wrought in the work, and with the other hand held 
a weapon.] That is, they were well appointed for both, to 
build and to fight. For it is a figurative speech; it not be- 
ing possible for them to work if both hands had not been at 
liberty. And the next verse saith, their swords were by 
their sides. 

Ver. 18. For the builders, every one had his stvord 
girded by his side, and so builded.] This expounds the fore- 
going words. 

And he that sounded the trumpet ivas by me.] To give the 
alarm, if need should be, and so call them unto him for 
orders. It appears by this, that he was continually with 
them while they wrought. 

Ver. 19. And I said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, 
and to the rest of the people, The work is great and large, 
and we are separated upon the wall, one far from another.] 
In several quarters of it, some of which were at a good 
distance from others. 

Ver. 20. In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the 
trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for 
us.] For while they lay scattered, they could not oppose 
their enemies successfully; but being united with him, and 
under his direction and conduct, he bids them not doubt of 
God's protection. . 

Ver. 21. So we laboured in the work: and half of them 
held the spears.] For the use of every man, if there shpuld 
be occasion. 

From the rising of the morning till the stars appeared.] 



All tho day long, from break $f day till it was quite 
night. 

Ver. 22. Likewise at the same time saidlitnto the people, 
Let every one with his servant lodge icithin Jerusalem, that* 
in the night they may be a guard t to us, and labour in the* 
day.] It is likely, that many of them at night went into the 
suburbs, or neighbouring villages,. and lodged there; but 
he would have them all lodge in Jerusalem, for the. greater 
security of the city inthc,night,,and that they might be 
more, ready to w r ork in the morning. 

Ver. 23. So neither I, nor my brethren, nor my servants, 
nor the men of the guard tuhich followed me, none of us put 
off our clothes.] He, and his kindred, and family, and 
guard, gave them a noble example; for none of them put 
off their clpthes when they went to bed, but lay in them, 
that they might be more ready to fight if any assault was 
made on the city. 

Saving that every one put them off for washing.] These 
last words are variously expounded by interpreters, and 
the fewest approve of our translation. Rabbi Solomon re- 
peats the word not; Tliey put not off their clothes, no, not 
for washing. The Hebrew word is water, which some here 
take for the water of the feet, as, the Hebrews speak, and 
make the sense to be, no, not when they made water. De 
Dieu, quite contrary, except only to make water. But it is 
a more simple sense, Every man had his stvord ready when 
he made water. So the word schicho may be rendered, as 
we translate it in the, margin, every man went xvith his wea- 
pon for water. But Grotius follows our translation, and 
takes these words for an. exception to what went before: 
and tho plain meaning is, they put off their .garments only 
for those ablutions, which the lawrcquircd, or custom had 
introduced. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. JjlND there was a great cry of the people, and of 
their wives, against their brethren the Jeivs.] At this time, 
there was a grievous complaint of the poor against their 
rich brethren: for though they were cured of their idolatry 
by their captivity, yet they were not cured of, their other 
sins, but loved strange women, as we read before in the 
book of Ezra; and were so covetous, that they oppressed* 
the poor and needy ; and this at a time when their enemies 
threatened the destruction of them all. But this was the 
more heinous crime, because the twentieth of Artaxerxes, 
wherein this was done, began about the end of a sabbatic 
year (as Dr. Alix observes), .which raised the cry of the 
poor to a greater height against their creditors, who ex- 
acted their debts of them contrary to the law, (Dcut. xv. 
3.) which was read to them publicly in such a year, (Dcut. 
xxxi. 12.) For it was of such moment, that it moved Ne- 
hemiah to make the Jews take a solemn oath that they 
would observe this law, and, release all the debts, that 
were owing to them in this year, (chap. x. of this book, 
ver. 31.) 

Ver. 2. For there were that said, We, our sons, and our 
daughters, are.many.] They had numerous families. 

Therefore we take up corn for them, that we may eat, and 
live.] They had no way to keep them from < starving, but, 
by buying corn for them at unreasonable rates; which the 
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rich demanded when they saw them in such necessity, that 
they must pay what they asked or die. 

Ver. 3. Some also there were that said, We have mort- 
gaged our lands,* vineyards, and houses, that we might buy 
corn, because of the dearth. 1 There had been a great scar- 
city for want of Tain; which God denied, because they 
minded building their own houses more .than his, as we 
read Haggai i. 9 — 11. Now the effects of such droughts 
caused among the people great scarcity of provisions, in 
which the rich had no compassion on their poor brethren, 
but forced thera*k> sell all they had for bread. 

Ver. 4. Tliere were also that said, We have borrowed 
money for the king's tribute, and that upon our lands and 
vineyards.'] They do not complain that they were con- 
strained to borrow money, but that they could not have it 
without taking it up on usury, as it appears from ver. 7. 
which was contrary to the law of God; (Exod.xxii. 25, &c.) 
otherwise they could not have paid their tribute to the 
king of Persia, who laid it upon all his subjects every 
where, (Ezra iv. 13. vii. 24.) 

Ver. 5. Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our brethren, 
our children as their children.'] They represent very pa- 
thetically that there was no difference between them and 
their brethren, but that they were poor, and the other rich; 
for they were all Jews of the same stock, from the same 
original, all alike circumcised; so that by nature, and by 
the favour of God, they were every way the same, and 
therefore ought to enjoy the same freedom that they arid 
their children did. 

. And, lo, we bring into bondage our sons and our daugh- 
ters to be servants.] In case of great necessity this was 
lawful, Exod. xxi. 7. But they "were very void of com- 
passion, who forced their brethren to do a thing so much 
against nature. 

And some of our daughters are brought unto bondage 
already.] Some of the tender sex, who were least able to 
endure hardship, they had been already forced to part 
withal. 

Neither Js it in our power to redeem them; for other men 
have our lands and vineyards.] Their condition was very 
lamentable, for none would lend them money freely; and 
to pay their usury, they were forced to sell their children, 
whom they had not power to redeem, because their lands 
were mortgaged to those oppressors : so that they w T ere in 
a worse condition than when they were in Babylon, being 
not in so much danger to be devoured by their cruel neigh- 
bours (who sought their destruction), as by their barba- 
rous friends and neighbours. 

Ver. G. And I tvas very angry when I heard their cry 
and these words.] It could not but move his indignation, to 
hear them complain one of another; but much more when 
he heard the Teason. 

Ver. 7. Then I considted tvith myself] It is not safe to 
do any thing in a fit of anger; but coolly to consider and 
deliberate what is fit to be done. 

And I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers.] Whom he did' 
not fear to reprove severely, when he found them in fault. 

And said unto them, You exact usury every one of 'his 
brother.] And that a very heavy one ; jsuch as was used 
among the heathen, called centesima, the hundredth part, 
(ver. 11.) which was twelve peT cent. 

And I set a great assembly against them.] That he might 
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put them to the greater shame. For this great assembly I 
take to be the whole body of the people, with their judges, 
as Bertram observes, de Repub. Jud. p. 17L. (See Ezra 
x. 8. 14.) 

Ver. 8. And I said unto them, We, after our ability.] 
Either he speaks of himself in the plural number, as great 
men are wont to do ; or he means, he, with Ezra, and such- 
like lovers of their country, had done what follows. 

Have redeemed our brethren the Jews, who were soldunto 
the heathen.] Had done their utmost'to deliver the' Jews 
out of the captivity of Babylon ; whereby they were re- 
stored both to their own country, and to their liberty. And 
perhaps they had with their own money procured the free- 
dom of such as were slaves to some of the Babylonians; 
who would not part with them, when they desired to go to 
Jerusalem, unless they were paid the price of them, being 
their own proper goods. 

And will you even sell your brethren?] For that they 
might expect, since their parents could not redeem them. 

Or shall they be sold unto us?] Must I redeem them out 
of your hands, as I have helped to redeem some out of 
Babylon? 

Then they held their peace, and found nothing to answer.] 
There was such an express law of God against them, (Deut. 
xxiii. 19.) that they had nothing to reply; and therefore 
were silent, because they could neither deny the fact, ; nor 
were able to justify it. 

Ver. 9. And I said, It is not good that ye do.] This en- 
couraged him to proceed in his reprehension ; and to tell 
them that they had committed a great sin. For that is the 
meaning of it is not good : a soft form of speech, used when 
they mean it is very bad; Prov. xvi. 29. and many other 
places. 

Ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God.] Being so 
lately delivered by him from oppression, and having so 
many enemies about them, to observe what they did. 

Because of the reproach of the heathen oar enemies?] Who 
might justly upbraid them witti inhumanity ; and there- 
upon reproach their religion. 

Ver. 10. I likewise, and my brethren, and my servants, 
might exact of them money and corn.] As a reward of their 
care and diligence in the public service. 

I pray you, let us leave off this usury.] But what then would 
become of the poor people, who were too much oppressed 
already? And therefore he beseeches them to leave off this 
usury ; seeing he and his rather waved their own right, than 
demanded any thing for their labour and toil in the dis- 
charge of their offices. 

Ver. 11. Restore, I pray you, to them, even this day, 
their lands, their vineyards, their olive-yards, and their 
houses.] Though they had lent money upon the security of 
those lands, &c. yet, since they were the possessions of the 
poor, who were reduced to great straits, and could not 
pay them, he beseeches them to restore them, and that with- 
out delay. 

Also the hundredth part of the money, and of the corn, 
the wine, and the oil, that ye exact' of them.] The hundredth 
part was an usury then practised in those countries, as 
afterward among the Romans; which was the hundredth 
part of what was lent every month ; so that everyyear they 
paid the eighth part of the principal: thus it is commonly 
said. But Salmasius hath observed, that in' the eastern - 
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countries there were never any laws to determine what in- 
terest should bo taken for money lent for a day, or a week, 
or a month, or a year (for there were all these sorts of 
usury), but every one was left to demand what lie pleased; 
and according to what was agreed they paid for what was 
borrowed: therefore we cannot certainly tell whether this 
was heavy or light usury. But among the Greeks and Ito- 
nians there was a measure set (as he notes in his book de 
Foenore Trapezitico), and 'E*carooT^, the hundredth part, 
was among the Greeks the lowest usury ; though it was 
more or less in several ages, as he there shews, and in his 
book de Modis Usurarum; where he notes the difference 
between the Greeks and Romans in this matter, cap. 6. 
p. 230, &c. 

Ver. 12. Thenjqid they, We tvill restore them.] They 
readily consented to restore their lands, vineyards, and 
houses. 

And tvill require nothing of them.] Demand no interest 
for the money. 

So tvill we do as thou say est.] They so entirely agreed to 
what he desired, that it made a kind of jubilee among the 
people : for, no doubt, there was great joy when this was 
done. 

Tlien I called the priests, and took an oath of them, that 
they should do according to this promise.] While they were 
in this good' mind he called the priests, and made them 
swear in their presence, who were witness to it, that they 
would keep their word. 

Ver. 13. Also I shook my lap, and said, So God shake 
out every man from his house, and from his labour, that 
performeth not this promise, even thus be he shaken out, and 
emptied.] He prayed God that they might lose all they 
had, who did not make good their promise; and predicted 
their poverty by an external sign, as the manner of the 
prophets was to do. For, folding up the skirts of his gar- 
ment, and then scattering them abroad, he represented how 
God would cast them out of their possessions, and the fruit 
of their labours, who did not observe this oath. 

And all the congregation said, Amen, and praised the 
Lord.] God so wrought upon the people's hearts, that even 
they who had been guilty of taking usury, consented to this 
imprecation, and wished the same mischief to themselves, 
if they did not do as he required. And, which was more, 
they praised God, who had given them such a governor, 
and put into them this good mind, to submit unto him. 

"And the people did according to this promise.] Made 
an- immediate restitution of what had been mortgaged to 
them, and released them of their obligation for money. 

Ver. 14. Moreover, from the time that I ivas appointed 
to be their governor in the land ofJudah,from the twentieth 
year even unto the two-and-thirtieth year of Artaxerxes 
the king, that is, twelve years.] All which time he was not 
in Jirtlea; but he ordered him, who was his deputy, in his 
absence, to do as he did. 

I and my brethren.] He and his domestics; or those 
who, as I said, he deputed in his room.- 

JTave not eaten the bread of the governor.] Taken the al- 
lowances which were made to the governors, appointed 
by the kings of Persia, to provide them a table. Which it 
was but reasonable they should have; that they who did 
the public business should be maintained at the public 
charge. But he would not do that which was lawful, when 



he saw it would bo burdensome to his countrymen, and 
therefore lived upon his own estate which he had in Judea, 
and upon the salary which he had as cup-bearer to the king 
of Persia; in whose service, it is likely, he had enriched 
himself before he came to Jerusalem. 

Ver. "J 5. But the former governors, that had been before 
me, were chargeable unto the people, and had taken of them 
bread and wine, besides forty shekels of silver.] Who these 
were he doth not say, but spares their names, it being 
sufficient to declare ho did not imitate them, whosoever 
they were. Nor doth he relate how much bread and wine 
they exacted, but only that they had besides forty shekels 
of silver every day, I suppose, to make provision of other 
things for their table. But from these words Scaliger con- 
cludes, that before Nehemiah and Ezra there had been 
other governors placed over them by the kings of Persia. 
And if we may believe the Jewish Annals> compiled by 
the author of Seder Olam Zuta, the first governor, Zerub- 
babel, returning from Jerusalem to Babylon, died there; 
and was succeeded in his government of Judea by his son \ 
Meshullam, and after him by his grandson Chananiah. 

. Yea, even their servants bare rule over the people.] They 
connived at the exactions of their servants, who demanded 
what they pleased. 

But so did not I, because of the fear of God.] It was not 
vain-glory that made him thus generous, but his love to 
God, and to his country: for beloved religion better than 
riches; and took not his own due, that the people might 
serve God more cheerfully. 

Ver. 16. Yea, also I continued in the work of this wall.] 
And all this while he took as much pains as any of them," 
in building the wall of Jerusalem. 

Neither bought we any land.~] Which they might have 
done of the poor at an easy price, if they had desired 
wealth; but they would not make any advantage to them- 
selves of other men's necessities. 

And all my servants were gathered thither unto the work.] 
They were constantly employed also in the same work, and 
received no pay for their labour, though it could not be 
done without neglect of his private business. 

Ver. 17. Moreover, there were at my table a hundred and 
fifty of the Jeivs and rulers, besides those that came unto us 
from among the heathen that are about us.] This was the 
greater expense, because they were not inferior people that 
were entertained at his table, but persons of quality among 
the Jews and strangers who came about business, and, 
perhaps, brought him intelligence concerning the state of , 
the neighbouring heathen, and of their designs. 

Ver. 18. Now, that which was prepared for me daily was 
one ox, and six choice sheep; also fowls were prepared for^ 
me, and once in ten days store of all sorts of wine.] This 
shews that he kept a noble house, as we speak; and, 
indeed, it was very becoming a great man to entertain 
great persons, both of his own country and straugers, with 
magnificence. 

Yet for all this required I not the bread of the governor, 
because the bondage was heavy upon this people.] They 
could not without great hardship maintain themselves. 

Ver. ID. Think upon me, my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people.] He expected his re- 
ward only from God, who he hoped would shew him the 
same kindness that he had done for his people. There is 
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no reason to think he speaks too much of himself, and his 
own worthy acts ; for it was no more than was necessary in 
such a state of things, lhat posterity might be furnished 
with an excellent example of extraordinary virtue ; and no 
moTe than St. Paul was constrained to speak of himself in 
his Epistle to the Corinthians; of whom he would take no- 
thing, that he might stop the mouths of false apostles, and 
covetous people. (See chap. xiii. 22.) 



CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. ±\ OW it came to pass, tvhen Sanballat, and Tobiah, 
and Geshem the Arabian, and the rest of oar enemies.] Men- 
tioned chap. iv. 7. 

Heard that I had builded the wall, and that there was no 
breach left therein (though at that time I had not set up the 
doors upon the gates).] Not upon all of them, though some 
had been setup at the charge of particular persons, (chap. 
iii. 3. 6. 13, &c.) 

Ver. 2. That Sanballat and GesJiem sent unto me, saying, 
Come, let us meet together.'] Either to consult about the 
common good of their several provinces wherein they go- 
verned (of which perhaps they pretended they were to give 
an account to their master), or to establish a friendship 
and good correspondence' one with another, or some such 
purpose. 

In some one of the villages in the plain of Ono.] A place 
in the tribe of Benjamin, chap. xi. 35. 2 Chron. viii. 12. 
(See there.) 

But they thought to dome mischief] He would not trust 
them, suspecting they intended to kill him ; of which, per- 
haps, he had received some private intelligence. 

Ver. 3. And I sent messengers itnto them, saying.] He 
shewed so much respect to thein, as not to return an answer 
by those whom they sent to him, but dispatched a mes- 
senger of his own to them. 

I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down : 
why should the ivork cease, whilst I leave it, and come down 
to you?] He did not know any business they could have 
with him of such great concernment, as that which he had 
in hand ; and therefore he would not put a stop to it to 
confer with them. This was one reason, but not the only 
one for his refusal. 

Ver. 4. Yet they sent unto me four times after this sort.] 
They were restlessly bent upon his destruction, and there- 
fore importuned him often to give them a meeting. For 
they thought, I suppose, if they did not take this oppor- 
tunity to overthrow what he had done, before he set up the 
doors upon the gates, they should never be able to enter 
the city afterward. 

And I answered them after the same manner.] Hfc still 
persisted constantly to give no other answer ; whereby 
they might understand he was resolved to finish the work. 
Ver. 5. Then sent Sanballat his servant unto me, in like 
manner, the fifth time.] There is no mention of Tobiah in 
all the foregoing negotiation, and now Geshem is left out; 
and Sanballat alone sent him a message, pretending, it is 
likely, special respect and kindness unto him, in informing 
him what was laid to his charge. Certain it is, he was the 
great contriver and manager of all the mischief intended 
against him. 



With an open letter in his hand.] Before the message 
was delivered by word of mouth, but now by letter ; yet 
open, that every one might see of what he was accused. 

Ver. 6. Wlierein was tvritten, It is reported among the 
heathen.] The report was spread among the nations there- 
about. 

And Gashmu.] The same, I suppose, with Geshem, 
mentioned Yer. 1. 

Saith it.] Undertakes to prove it. 

That thou' and. the Jews think to rebel: for which cause 
thou buildest the wall, that thou inayest be their king, ac- 
cording to these words.] That he might establish his autho- 
rity, and reign over them, according to the common report. 

Ver. 7. And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach 
of thee at Jerusalem, saying, Tliere is a king in Judah.] This 
was cunningly suggested, that he might not think there was 
any prophet on his side: as indeed there was, for he had 
corrupted Shemaiah, as it presently follows. 

And now shall it be reported to the king according to 
these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel 
together.] How they should wipe off this suspicion, if it 
should be put into the king's mind, as he told him it cer- 
tainly would. 

Ver. 8. Then I sent unto him, saying.] In an open letter, 
I suppose, that every body might see it. 

There are no such things done as thou say est.] Nothing 
done to give a jealousy of a rebellion; nor any prophet 
that encouraged it. « : 

But thou feignest them out of thine own heart.] He had 
invented this report to defame Nehemiah, without any 
ground for it. 

Ver. 9. For they all made us afraid, saying, Their hands 
shall be weakened from the tvork, that it be not done. Now 
therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.] Their business 
was to. contrive false stories, to put the Jews in fear ; being 
confident they would be discouraged by such reports, as 
some were. Therefore he beseeches God to strengthen 
him that he might support others. 

Ver. 10. Afterward I came unto the house of Shemaiah 
the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabeel.] Who was a pro- 
phet, (it appears from ver. 12.) whom, it is likely, Nehe- 
miah took to be his friend, and therefore went to consult s 
and advise with him at his house. 

WJio was, shut up.] Out of fear he pretended; and by 
this action would have had Nehemiah to understand what 
he himself should do for his own security: for it was the 
manner of the prophets to instruct the people by actions 
and signs, as well as by words. But others think he shut 
himself up, that is, retired, as a holy man, from the affairs 
of the world, to spend his time in meditation and prayer 
in some of the chambers of the temple ; whither he ad vised 
Nehemiah to retire, and to take sanctuary there from the 
great dangers to which he was exposed. 

And he said, Let us meet together in the house of God, 
within the temple, and let us shut the doors of the temple: 
for they will come to slay thee.] By the temple he means the 
outward court 6f it, where he had a chamber; whither, as 
a friend in whom Nehemiah confided, he prayed him to 
come, that they might meet and consult together how to 
preserve Jerusalem, and where he might be safe himself 
from his enemies ; who could not easily enter in there, it 
being a strong place, and besides privileged by its holi- 
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ucss, unto which even heathens, perhaps, might have such 
regard as not to violate it; whereas the gates of Jerusalem 
were not yet in such a condition as to keep them out. By 
this means he hoped Nehemiah would become contemptible, 
when the people saw his cowardice; and the Jews would 
be disheartened, as much as their enemies took courage. 
And, perhaps, he intended, with some priests, his confede- 
rates, to seize on him, and deliver him into the hands of 
Sanballat: at least, it would give some countenance to the 
calumny he had raised, of his affecting to bo king ; because 
he fled from his work, and durst not stand upon his in- 
tegrity. Shemaiah also might think hereby to draw him in 
to offend God, by coming into that court where the priests 
only might come, and where it is supposed this prophet 
now was. 

Yea, in the night will they come to slay thee.] I take the 
meaning to be, Even this very night will they fall upon 
thee ; therefore consult thy safety, by fleeing hither. 

Ver. 11. And I said, Should such a man as I flee ?] Who 
am a governor, and ought to give a good example of un- 
daunted courage ; and have professed to put great confi- 
dence in God; and hitherto been marvellously preserved 
by him, and assisted in his undertaking. 
. And who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the 
temple to save his life ? I will not go in.] There might have 
been colour for this advice, if Jerusalem had been an open 
place, without any walls, without armed men in it, or that 
had no courage to defend it: but they had appeared on 
the walls to defend it, (chap. iv. 13.) and being so well ap- 
pointed, he w r as resolved still to Tely on God, and on their 
fidelity and valour; and not be so base as to desert them, 
till they deserted him; which they might well do, if they 
saw him flee from them for fear. 

Ver. 12. And,lo, I perceived that God had not sent him ; 
but that he pronounced this prophecy against me.'] Not to 
secure him, but to betray him; as he plainly discovered in 
a little time : which shewed, there was no such danger, as 
this false prophet pretended. 

, Por Tobiah'and Sanballat had hired him.] Tobiah was 
not idle all this time, but it is likely invented this plot, to 
bribe this man to be a false prophet: which, perhaps, was 
discovered to Nehemiah by some undoubted prophets of 
God, who were on their side. 

Ver. 13. TJierefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, 
and do so, and sin.] That they might draw him in to offend 
God, by distrusting his care of him ; and dishonour himself 
by base cowardice. 

And that they might have matter for an evil report, that 
they might reproach me.] As a man guilty of what they ac- 
cused him. 

Ver. 14. My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat, 
according to these their works.] Their calumnies, and mali- 
cious contrivances, and foul practices, which life hoped 
God would take a time to punish. < 

And on the prophetess Noadiah,and the rest of the pro- 
phets, that would have put me in fear.] The wicked temper 
of this people is very wonderful, who had already got false 
prophets among them, both men and women, whom Nehe- 
miah did not think fit as a judge to punish, but left them to 
the judgment of God. Nor do we read that he informed 
the king of Persia of the foul dealings of these men (which 
certainly he would have punished), but prayed God to re- 



ward them after their deeds : idr he would have all know 
that he depended wholly upon the power of God to enable 
him to perfect this work, and not upon the help of human 
force. 

Ver. 15. So the wall was finished in the twenty and fifth 
day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days.] Which may 
seem incredible to those who do not reflect what a great 
number of people (who were not hired, but voluntarily) en- 
gaged in this work, and how full they were of zeal, and that 
the foundation of the wall was not razed by the Chaldeans; 
nay, there were some pieces of it standing, only great gaps 
being made in it. And other histories acquaint us with the 
like diligence ; particularly Arrianus and Curtius relate, that 
Alexander the Great built the walls of Alexandria (which 
was seven miles in compass) in the space of twenty days. 

Ver. 16. And it came to pass, that when all our enemies 
heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us saw 
these things.] When they heard how all the designs of their 
enemies were disappointed, and saw Jerusalem was built, 
and flourished. 

They were ?nuch cast down in their own eyes : for they 
perceived that this work was wrought of our God.] Being 
finished in so short a time, beyond all expectation, and in 
the midst of great fears and sad apprehensions. 

Ver. 17. Moreover, in those days the ?iobles ofjudali sent 
many letters unto Tobiah, and the tetters of Tobiah came 
unto them.] To add to all the other wickedness of this na- 
tion, there were false brethren among their great men, who 
held a correspondence with their most, pestilent enemies 
against Nehemiah. 

Ver. 18. For there were manyinJudah sivorn unto him*] 
Against the interest of their country, and of their religion ; 
to such a height of impiety were many arrived. 

Because he teas the son-in-law of Shechaniah the son of 
Arah; and his son Johanan had taken the daughter of Me* 
shullam the son of Berechiah.] So dangerous were marriages 
with foreigners, which Ezra therefore had great reason to 
make void ; for by these alliances they were engaged in 
wicked designs against their country. 

Ver. 19. Also they reported his good deeds before me.] To 
such an impudence were they arrived, that they highly com- 
mended him as a very worthy man in the presence of Ne- 
hemiah, who knew so much of his wickedness. 

And uttered my ivords to him.] Or informed him of all 
that Nehemiah did. For so we translate in the margin, 
matters, not words. 

And Tobiah sent letters to put me in fear.] Still continued 
such practices as are mentioned ver. 6. that, if it were pos- 
sible, they might put him into such fear, as would move him 
to do something to disgrace himself. 



CHAP. VII. 

Ver. 1. J\0W it came to pass, when the wall was built, 
and I had set up the doors, and the porters, and the singers, 
and the Levites, were appointed.] The porters were to at- 
tend the gates; but what the Levites and the singers had 
to do there is not easily resolved : perhaps they were to 
be ready against the time that the wall should be dedicated, 
which is mentioned chap. xii. 
Ver. 2. That I gave my brother Hanani.] Who was the 



Digitized by Microsoft ® 



CHAP. VII.] 



UPON NEHEMIAH. 



699 



man that came from Jerusalem to Shushan, to acquaint him 
with the deplorable condition of the city, and implore his 
help, (chap. i. 2.) 

And Hananiah the ruler of the palace.} So the house 
where Nehemiah dwelt is called, because he was governor 
for the king, and a kind of viceroy, who did all the king's, 
business, and here gave audience to all people, as the king 
was wont to do in his palace. 

Charge over Jerusalem.] He made Hanani, I suppose, 
principal governor over Jerusalem, and Hananiah was his 
assistant and deputy. 

(For he teas a faithful man, and feared God above 
many).] He saith nothing of Hanani, who was well known 
to be zealous for God and for his country, by the journey 
he took to Shushan (which I before mentioned) ; but he 
gives the reason why he joined Hananiah with him, be- 
cause he knew he might be trusted, being a man of con-, 
science, who acted out of religious principles, which a 
great many in those days did not. The reason why he took 
this care for the city, it is likely, was, because he himself 
was returning to Shushan, to give the king an account of 
the state of affairs in Judea; and therefore placed such men 
in Jerusalem as he knew would faithfully secure it in his 
absence. - 

Ver. 3. And I said unto them. Let not the gates of Jeru- 
salem be opened until the sun be hot J] Till it had been risen 
a good while, that they might see clearly round about 
them, and that all the people might be ready in case of 
any danger. 

And while they stand by, let them shut the doors, and bar 
them.] And at night he charges them to stand by and see 
the gates shut and barred in their presence. Or, as some 
expound it, they should not suffer any man to stir till they 
shut the gates, lest through carelessness they should chance 
to be left open. So De Dieu renders the words, While the 
standers-by shut the gates, hold them fast ; that is, he gave 
them power to keep all there present, and not let them go 
away till this was done. 

And appoint watches of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
every one in his watch, and every one to be over against his 
house.] The gates being shut, he charges them to set the 
watch in proper places ; every one keeping watch in that 
part which was next to his own house. 

Ver. 4. Now the city was large and great.] And there- 
fore required many watches. 

But the people were few therein.] In comparison with the 
bigness of the city. 

And the houses were not builded.] That is, not all that 
had been in former times, but a great deal of ground still 
l&y waste. 

Ver. 5. And my God put into mine heart to gather to- 
gether the nobles, and the rulers, and the people.] Whatso- 
ever good motion came into his mind he ascribed it to God, , 
and not to his own prudent consideration, though that was 
employed in this business. For without God we can do 
nothing, who ought therefore to be in all our thoughts. 

Tliat they might be reckoned by genealogy.] That, by 
knowing of what family they were, and where they formerly 
dwelt, he might recall those of them whose habitations had 
heretofore been in Jerusalem, to come and settle there 
again, now that the wall was built, and they might dwell 
there in safety. 



And I found. a register of the genealogy of them which" 
came up at the first, and found written therein.] The words 
following : 

Ver. G. These are the children of the province, that went 
up out of the captivity, of those that had been carried away, 
whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried 
away, and fame again to Jerusalem and to Judah, every 
one unto his city.] These are the very words which wo 
read in the second chapter of Ezra, ver. 1, &c. from whence 
he seems to have transcribed them, and added something' 
to them. 

Ver. 7. Who came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah* 
Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispe- 
reth, Bigvai, Nehum, Baanah; the number, I say, of the 
men of the people of Israel was this.] He that is here called 
Azariah, is called there Saraiah ; and there are some other 
small differences in the names, but all the same, only here- 
Nahamani is added. 

Ver. 8. The children ofParosh, two thousand a hundred 
seventy and two.] I shall not transcribe all this genea- 
logy, concerning which I have nothing to observe, but 
that in some few things it differs from that in Ezra. (See- 
my annotations on Ezra ii. 5.) There are also some fa- 
milies named here which are not in Ezra, as in ver. 22. » 
48 — 52. which are all omitted in Ezra. For it must be 
considered, that one of these accounts was taken by Ezra 
in Babylon, the other by Nehemiah in Judea : and there- 
fore it is no wonder that a greater number are some- 
times mentioned in Nehemiah than in Ezra; for in the 
first account that was taken of them, many were ignorant' 
of their genealogy; but before the last, the book of their 
genealogy was found : and yet in the whole number the two 
accounts agree, though in the particular sums they vary. 
Compare ver. 66. of this chapter with the second of Ezra, 
ver. G4. of which Dr. Lightfoot gives this account in his 
Chronicle of the Times of the Old Testament, p. 146. "The 
matter is to be conceived and apprehended thus: That Ne- 
hemiah found that list and catalogue of those that came up 
in the first of Cyrus, as it was taken then ; and that he 
called over the names of the families as "they lay in order 
there : he observed the order of that list in calling and list- 
ing them; but he took the number of them, as they were 
now when he numbered them. And some families were 
now more in number than they were when that first was 
made, and some were less ; and some that were in that list 
were not to be found now : for some had more of the same 
stock come out of Babel since the first numbering ; and some 
that had come up at first, and were then numbered, were 
now gone back." And so he observed, by comparing that 
list and the present number, how the plantation in Judea 
had gone forward or backward, increased or decayed, since 
the first return. * 

Ver. 65. And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they 
should not eat of the most holy things till there stood up a * 
priest xvith urim and thummim.] It is the opinion of Jacobus 
Capellus, that Zerubbabel is here meant by the Tirshatha, 
(Ezra ii. G3.) Whosoever he* was, he expresses his hope 
that God might in time restore the nrim and thummim (as he ' 
had done the nation), and so give answer about obscure 
and difficult matters, as he had done in former ages. But 
till then these priests were not admitted to partake of the 
most holy things, because it did not appear by good proof 
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that they were ojf the family of the priests, and not to ap- 
pear, and not to be, are the same thing in law. But the Tal- 
mudists, as the same person observes, interpret these 
words as if it had been said, Till the dead rise, or till the 
Messiah come. For after the first temple was destroyed, 
"the cities of thcLevites, with their suburbs, were wanting, 
and so were urim and thummim, and the kings of the house 
of Judah." (See his HistoriaExot et Sacra, ad A.M. 3557.) 

Ver. 70. And some of the chief of the fathers gave unto 
the work: the Tirshatha gave to the treasure a thousand 
drachms of gold, fifty basons, five hundred and thirty priests' 
garments. 

Ver. 71. And some of the chief of the fathers gave to the 
treasure of the work twenty thousand drachms of gold, and 
tivo thousand and two hundred pounds of silver. 

Ver. 72. And that which the rest of the people gave was 
twenty thousand drachms of gold, and tivo thousand pounds 
of silver, and threescore and seven priests 9 garments'] The 
offering mentioned in these three verses was made by dif- 
ferent persons from those who are said to have offered in 
Ezraii. 68, 69. and therefore no wonder the gold and silver, 
and other things offered, were different. 

Ver. 73. So the priests, and theLevites, and the porters, and 
the singers, and some of the people, and the Nethinims, and 
all Israel, dwelt in their cities.] These are the very same 
words with those in the second chapter of Ezra, and the 
last verse ; and in both places it is said all Israel dwelt in 
their cities. Which, though it be chiefly to be understood of 
Judah and Benjamin, yet it is evident some of the ten tribes 
did return with them, according to those prophecies, Jer.l. 
4. Zech. viii. 13. And, indeed, there M r ere many of the Is- 
raelites that did live in the tribe of Judah before the cap- 
tivity, (2 Chron. x. 17. xi. 16.) 

And when the seventh month came f the children of Israel 
were in their cities.] When all the business beforenamed 
was over, the people were sent back, by Nehemiah's di- 
rection, to their several cities unto which they belonged : 
where they remained till the seventh month came ; which 
was five days after the wall was finished, on the twenty- 
fifth day of the sixth month, (chap. vi. 15.) 



CHAR VIII. 

Ver. 1. xm„ND all the people gathered themselves together 
as one man.] In this month was the first great feast that fell 
out after the building of the wall ; as it was just after their 
first company returned to Jerusalem from Babylon, (Ezra 
iii.l.) 

Into the street that teas before the water-gate^] Which 
gate is mentioned before, chap, iii. 26. the street before 
which being very capacious, they all might meet there; for 
the court of the temple was not large enough to contain 
such a multitude. 

And they spake unto Ezra the scribe.] This, no doubt ? is 
the same person mentioned in the foregoing book ; who had 
been at Babylon, it is thought, since his first coming into 
Judea, and was now returned ; beholding with great joy the 
wall of Jerusalem built, as before he had seen the temple. 

To bring the book of the law of Hoses, which the Lord 
had commanded to Israel] They called to mind that place 
in Deuteronomy, chap. xxxi. 10, 11, &c. where God re- 



quires the law to be read publicly every seventh year in the 
feast of tabernacles, which was appointed to be kept in this 
month. This, no doubt, Ezra was ready to perform; but 
such was the forward zeal of the people at this time, that 
they prevented him by their pious entreaties, that he would 
observe that law. 

Ver. 2. And Ezra the priest.] So he is called, a3 before 
the scribe; both of these titles being put together in the 
foregoing book. 

Brought the law before the congregation, both of men and 
ivomen.] For the city being restored and reinhabited, the 
next thing that was proper to be done was to instruct them 
in those laws whereby they were to live. 

And all that could hear with ttnderstanding.] That were 
not mere children. 

Upon the first day of the seventh month.] Which was not 
the feast wherein the law was to be read ; but, as Pellicanus 
well observes, all this month was in a manner holy, so that 
they continued employed in these holy exercises till the 
end of the two-and-twentieth day, which was the conclu- 
sion of the feast of tabernacles. 

Ver. 3. And he read therein before the street that was be- 
fore the voater-gate, from the morning until mid-day.] In the 
Hebrew the words are, from the light; that is, from the 
break of day (as we speak), or the sunrising, until noon. 
Then, I suppose, they went to take some repast, it being a 
festival, and a day of great rejoicing, " a memorial of blow- 
ing with trumpets," Lev. xxiii. 24. on which he thought 
good to begin the reading of the law, that he might do more 
than they desired, if they spake to him of reading it on the 
feast of tabernacles. 

Before the men and the women, and those that could un- 
derstand: and the ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law.] This is a general account of what he 
did: the particulars follow. 

Ver. 4. And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, 
tvhich they had made for the purpose.] To raise him higher 
than the people; that he might be the better seen and 
heard by them all; whence, in the Hebrew, it is called a 
tower of wood: but was not like our pulpits, which con- 
tain no more than one person; but large and long, that 
many persons might stand in it, as appears by what fol- 
lows. Vitringa hath lately described it largely in his book 
de Synagoga Veteri, p. 184, &c. 

And beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and 
Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his 
right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, 
and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, 
and Meslmllam.] It is evident by these words, that six per- 
sons stood on his right hand, and seven on his left, in the 
same pulpit, being in all fourteen. 

Ver. 5. And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the 
people (for he was above all the people).] He being in the 
very middle of the pulpit, and the forenamed persons on 
each side of him. 

And, when he opened it, all the people stood up.] Out of 
reverence to the holy word of God. (See Judg. iii. 20.) 

Ver. 6. find Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God: and 
all the people answered, Amen, amen.] He seems to havo 
used the words, wherein David ordered them to bless, 
1 Chron. ?cvi. 36. where all tho people answered, Amen; 
as they do here with great affection. But the Jewish doc- 
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tors pretend, that in the temple the people. never answered 
Amen, but said, Blessed be the name of his glorioiis king- 
dom, for ever and ever. So Vitringa notes in his book 
de Synagoga Veteri, p. 1096. and our Mr. Thorndike ob- 
served the same long before, in his Religious Assemblies, 
p. 230. 

With lifting up their hands; and they bowed their heads, 
<tnd worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.] 
Which were all postures in prayer, and in thankful ac- 
knowledgments to God. 

f Ver.7. Also Joshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akfoib, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, 
Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Ltvites, caused the 
people to understand the law.] It is thought by some, that 
these persons expounded to the people what had been read 
to them; for the same persons did not read, they imagine, 
and make them understand what was read. But Stephanus 
Morinus hath observed very well, that it is not likely tljat 
Ezra was a mere Teader, and Levites the doctors and ex- 
positors of the law before Ezra and Nehemiah. It is far 
more likely that Ezra began to read ; and that when he was 
weary, some of those who stood by him on each side went 
on where he left off; for it was too much for one man to 
read from morning to mid-day. And he : also instructed 
these Levites, if there was any difficulty, to make the peo- 
ple understand what was read. 

And the people stood in their place.] Listening both to 
what was read, and what was delivered as the explication 
of it. 

'Ver. 8. So they read in the book.] That is, Ezra and his 
assistants read not all the book of the law, but only Deu- 
teronomy, as they do at this day. 

In the law of God distinctly.] With a- clear voice and 
distinct pronunciation. 

And gave the sense, and caused them to understand the 
reading.] Ezra, and the other persons directed by him, 
gave the sense, and made them understand what was read. 
So the last words are commonly expounded. But Isaac 
Casaubon, in an epistle of his to Suffridus Calignon, 
(Epist. dcx.) disputes at large, that all the Jews take the 
meaning to be, that the ^people in their captivity having 
disused the Hebrew tongue, and been accustomedto the" 
Chaldee, Ezra and his companions rendered the Hebrew 
words exactly into the Chaldee language. And to put,all 
out of doubt, that this is their sense, he observes, that the 
Jews at this day retain this custom (which they received 
from Ezra) in their synagogues,; to read the same .portion 
of Scripture, first in Hebrew, and then in Chaldee; as he 
himself was witness at Frankfort. And he justifies those 
who take these words, caused them Jo understand the read- 
ing, to signify, expounded the Scripture. Though the word 
micra be no where so used in the Bible, to signify the 
Scripture, neither doth it signify reading. And another 
learned man thinks the Hebrew words may be most exactly 
translated, "-Dabant intelligcntiam per ipsani Scripturam;" 
they gave the sense T)y the Scripture itself. But there is 
not good warrant to assert this. And the discourse of 
Casaubon is grounded on a tradition of the Jews, which 
hath no better foundation than this; that they had forgot 
their language in Chaldea, and therefore they read the law 
in that tongue, which they understood better than their 
own. But if this were true, why did the prophets .write in 

vol. n. 



Hebrew after their return from captivity? And this very 
book shews the . contrary, chap. xiii. 23, 24. where the 
Jews' language appears to have been spoken by the 
people. Nor is the custom of reading the Targum after 
the law very ancient, nor generally used in their syna- 
gogues. 

Ver. 9. And Nehemiah, ivhich is the Tirshatha, and Ezra 
the priest the scribe, and the Invites, that taught the people.] 
Who had instructed them in their duty out of the law that 
had been read to them. 

Said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the Lord 
your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, 
when they heard the words of the law.] They bewailed the 
ignorance , wherein they lived ; and the many violations of 
the law, whereof they had been guilty. Just as Josiah did 
when he heard the words of the law read out of a book 
found unexpectedly, (2 Chron. xxii.) 

Ver. 10. Then he said.] That is, the Tirshatha gave this 
command, who was the principal person among those fore- 
named, having the same authority that Zerubbabel had. 
(See chap. vii. 65.) 

Go your way.] Now4hat it was noon, it was time for 
them to refresh themselves. 

Eat the fat, and drink the sweet.] Make a feast, and pro- 
vide as good cheer as you are able, according to the 
manner on their festival days. 

And send portions unto them for whom nothing is pre- 
pared.] : Jt did not become religious people only to make 
much of themselves ; but he would have them out of their 
fulness to feast their poor brethren, that they might rejoice 
with them. 

For this day is holy unto our Lord.] Being the first new 
moon in the year, and the feast of blowing with trumpets, 
(Lev. xxiii. 24.) And nothing was more unsuitable to such 
festivals than mourning and lamentation ; for they were ap- 
pointed to be solemnities for mirth and gladness ; andare 
therefore called the days of your gladness, In Numb. x. 10. 
And in Psal. xcii..4. for the sabbath, the Psalmist saith, 
" Thou Lord hast made me glad through thy works; I will 
triumph in the works of thy hands :" expressing the subject 
of his gladness, the remembrance of the creation of the 
world, upon that day celebrated. 

Neither be you sorry.] Inwardly grieved. 

For the joy of the Lord is your strength.] Joy in the Lord 
for the great things he had done for them in restoring them 
to their own land, building the temple, and the walls of Je- 
rusalem, was never more becoming than upon a festival day, 
which afforded other matter of joy. And beside, it would 
make them cheerfully perform the rest of their duty, and 
fortify them against troubles and adversities; nay, it was 
the way to remove them, or to keep them off: for when the 
service of God was their delight, he promised to keep off 
those plagues which were threatened in the law against 
transgressors, and to give them all the blessings they could 
desire. 

Ver. 11. So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, 
Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved.] 
What Nehemiah had said to as many as could hear him, 
the Levites said to the rest of the people : going about, and 
persuading them to lay aside their heaviness, and make it 
a good day. 

Ver. 12. And all the people went their way to eat, and to 
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drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth.'] As 
all nations were wont to do upon their festival days. There 
being very few among the Greeks, wherein they made la- 
mentations; but they rather exceeded all bounds of de- 
cency in their jollity upon sacred solemnities, being wont, 
besides music and dancing (which were very proper), to 
entertain one another with jests and scoffs, and unbecoming 
laughter; as the illustrious Spanhemius shews, in his. ob- 
servations upon Callimachus's hymn, inLavacrum Palla- 
dis, ad Versum 324. 

Because they had understood the words that were declared 
unto them.'] This was an extraordinary reason for their 
mirth, that they were illuminated in Divine knowledge, 
and understood the will of God better than they did before. 

Ver. 13. And on the second day ivere gathered together 
the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priests, and the 
Levites, unto Ezra the scribe, even to understand the words 
of the law.'] This was no festival day, but so desirous were 
they to be acquainted with the law (of the knowledge of 
which he had given them a taste), that they came again this 
day to beg further instruction. Which, it is evident from 
hence, Ezra gave them, not the priests and the Levites, who 
came to be instructed by him as well as the people. 

Ver. 14. And they found rJoritten in the law which the 
Lord had commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel 
should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month.] It 
is probable that he read to them particularly the duties be- 
longing to this month,' wherein they were assembled, in 
which they found the feast of tabernacles was to be ob- 
served; and therefore they came to him for direction how 
it was to be kept, that they might obey the precept. • And 
first he informed them that they must dwell in bootfis: 
which Maimonides shews how it is to be understood in his 
Seder Zeraim, where he explains the tradition of the an- 
cients, who believed/ that when God gave a precept he also 
gave the exposition of it, which he pretends was preserved 
by their wise men; which is a vain fancy of the Jews, to 
support the credit of their traditions. • But the book Cosri 
thinks these words [they found it written] are to be under- 
stood of the common people ; for the better sort understood 
well enough that such festivals were to be observed, and 
had not forgotten any of the precepts, (par. iii. sect. 63.) ■ 

Ver. 15. And that they should publish and proclaim in all 
their cities, and in Jerusalem, saying.] Then he tells them 
that proclamation should be made in all their cities, begin- 
ning in Jerusalem, that this feast ought to be observed on 
such a day, (Lev. xxiii. 4. 34.) 

Go forth unto the mount, and fetch olive-branches, and 
pine-branches, and tnyr tie-branches, and palm-branches, and 
"branches of thick trees, to make booths, as it is written.] The 
nearest mount to Jerusalem was the Mount of Olives, where 
it is likely all these trees grew. But the word shaman, which 
we translate olive-branches, our famous Dr. Castell thinks 
signifies citrons, which is not material, they being such 
branches as the mount afforded. 

Ver. 16. So the people went forth, and brought them, and 
made themselves bootfis, every one upon theroofofhis house.] 
Which by the law was to be built flat, (Deut. xxii. 8.) 
m And in their courts, and in the courts of the house of God, 
and in the street of the water-gate, and in the street oftlte 
gate ofEphraim.] They durst not make them without the | 
walls of the city, for fear of their enemies. 



Ver. 17. And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made bootlis, and sat tinder the 
bootJis.] They not only made them, but left their houses, 
and dwelt in them all the days of the feast. . 

For since the days of Jeshua the son of Nun unto that 
day had not the children of Israel done so: and there was 
very great gladness.] This is scarce credible, as Mr. Medo 
speaks, that for a thousand years none of the good kings in 
Israel should observe this festival, at least in this main 
circumstance of dwelling in bootlis. But so he thinks it 
was, and that this horrible omission of this feast alone fore- 
signified the Jews would hot acknowledge Christ, whom 
this signified to be Emanuel, God dwelling in our flesh. 
(See book i. discourse xlv. p. 354.) But I think this is not 
the meaning, that this festival had never been observed since 
Joshua's time ; for wo read in the foregoing book, that it 
was kept at their return from Babylon. But the meaning 
is, that the joy had never been so great as it was now since 
that time : for which there was a special reason, as the 
Jews observe in Seder Olam Rabba, cap. 30. for they re- 
joiced in the days of Joshua, that they had got possession 
of the land of Canaan; and now they rejoiced that they 
were restored to it, and quietly settled in it, after they had 
been cast out of it. 

* Ver. 18. 'Also day by day, from the first day unto the last 
day, he read in the book of the law of God: and they kept 
the feast seven days; and on the eighth day was a solemn as- 
sembly, according unto the manner.] There was a command 
that the law should be read on this feast, as I observed 
above, (Deut. xxxi. 10 — 12.) but not that it should be read 
every day. This wastheeffect of their great zeal to be in- 
structed in the law of God, which made them desire to 
hear it on the second day of this month, which was a fes- 
tival: (ver. 13.) and perhaps the eighth day, on which a 
solemn assembly was appointed, (Lev. xxiii. 26.) they 
continued the same holy exercise. But that seems con- 
trary to this verse, which speaks only of seven days. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. jyi O W, in the twenty and fourth day of this month, 
the children of Israel were assembled with fasting, and until 
sackclothes, and earth upon them.] The feast being over, 
which ended upon the twenty-second day (all which time 
mourning was forbidden, as contrary to the nature of the 
feast, which was to be kept with joy), they now return to 
that which they were about before, (chap. viii. 9. 12.) and 
spent this whole day in humbling themselves before God 
for their sins. The reason why they did not immediately 
after the feast of tabernacles keep this fast, was (as Jose- 
phus Scaliger conjectures), because the twenty-third day 
was another festival, made by the constitution of the elders, 
by the same authority wherewith afterward they appointed 
the feast of Purim, mentioned in the book of Esther. It 
was called the festival of the law, still observed by the 
Jews on the twenty-third day pf this, mouth, because then 
they. make an end of reading the law, which they begin 
again every year the next sabbath after. Now this being 
a day of joy, as other festivals were, on which they w r ere 
forbidden to mourn, they deferred their mourning till this 
solemnity also was past, and then they fell to weeping 
again, as they did when they first heard the law read. 
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. Ver. 2. And the seed of Israel separated themselves from 
all strangers, and stood and confessed their sins, and the 
iniquities of their fathers.] Who had been guilty of taking 
strange women to be their wives ; for which Ezra had se- 
verely censored them, and. constrained them to put them 
away. But so depraved were some among them, that it 
seems they transgressed again in this matter, as they did 
in other things, who confessed their own guilt, and the 
guilt of those thatwere before them, and, as a token of their 
true repentance, separated themselves from these strangers. 
Which they did in such a manner, that they stood at a 
distance from them, to shew that they renounced them. 
For so the word stood is to be taken in this place, not for 
a posture of prayer, wherein they confessed their Sins ; for, 
appearing in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads, it is 
more likely they lay down and bewailed themselves, as the 
manner was in such cases. Arid accordingly the Levites 
called upon them (ver. 5.) to stand up; which supposes 
that they lay on the ground, or fell on their knees, and were 
not standing when they spake unto them. 

Ver. 3. And they stood tip in their place, and read in the 
book of the law of the Lord their God.] That is, the Levites 
stood up in a place built for them, like that whereon Ezra 
stood: (chap. viii. 4.) for otherwise they could not have 
been heard when they read. 

One fourth part of the day ; and another fourth part they 
confessed, and tvorshipped the Lord their God!] They read 
the law and confessed (that is, praised God, ver. 5.) inter- 
changeably. For in one fourth part of the day, that is, 
from the first hour to the third, they did the one, and from 
thence to the sixth hour (that is, till twelve o'clock) they 
did the other. Then they began the former again till the 
ninth hour, and from thence till the evening they spent 
their time in the other. 

Ver. 4. - Then stood up upon the stairs, of the Levites.] Or, 
upon the scaffold (as the margin translates it), which raised 
them above the people, that they might all see and hear. 

Jeshua, and Bant, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, 
Bani, and Clienani, and cried with a loud . voice tinto the 
Lord their God.] They most earnestly beseeched him to be 
merciful to them. 

Ver. 5. Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, 
Hashabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah 
said, Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever and 
ever.] After the Levites beforcnamed had cried to God for 
mercy (the people, I suppose, begging it on their knees), 
another company of Levites bade the people stand up, and 
praise the Lord, and give him thanks as long as they had 
any being. 

And blessed be thy glorious name, which is exalted above 
all blessing and praise.] The Levites, it is likely, praised 
him in these words, acknowledging that the noblest crea- 
tures could not reach his superexccllent perfections, and 
all the people repeated the same words after them. 

Ver. G. TJtou, even, thou, art Lord alone: thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, 
and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is there- 
in, and thou preservest them all.] As they confess the Lord 
to be the only God, so they attribute two things to him; 
that he is the Creator and the Conservator of the universe; 
for having made it, no doubt he takes care of every part 
thereof. 
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[ • And the host of heaven worshippeth thee.] Sometimes the 
stars, and sometimes the angels, are called the host of hea- 
ven. The latter seems to be here meant; for the other arc 
mentioned before, when lie saith, the heavens with all their 
host. Concerning the heaven of heavens, see in Solomon's 
prayer, 1 Kings viii. 27. 

Ver. 7, TJtou art the Lord the God, who didst choose 
Abram, and broughtest him forth out of TJr of the Clialdees, 
and gavest him the name of Abraham.] Here follows a com- 
pendious history of the affairs of the Hebrew nation, in this 
confession of God's benefits, and their ingratitude. Which 
Nehemiah and Ezra, it is likely, composed in the form of a 
prayer, and delivered it to the Levites, whom they ordered 
to speak it distinctly before the whole congregation from 
their several, scaffolds, which were conveniently placed in 
several parts of the assembly, that they might be heard. 4 

Ver. 8. Andfoundest his heart faithful before thee.] In 
many instances, especially in that great trial of his faith and 
obedience, when he required him to offer up his only son to 
him, (Gen. xxii. and see also Gen. xv. 6. xvii. 5, &c.) 

Andmadest a covenant with him, to give the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
arid the Jebusites, and the Girgashites, io give 'it, I say, to 
his seed, and hast performed thy words; for thou art righte- 
ous.] True to his word in faithfully fulfilling his promised. 
(See Gen. xv. 7. 18." xvii. 2. 4. 7, &c.) 

Ver. 9. And didst see the affliction of our fathers in 
Egypt, and heardest their cry by the Red Sea.] They pass 
by all God's providences over Isaac and Jacob, to come 
to that which God had done for them since they were, a 
nation; that is, since he had made good his covenant with 
Abraham, to multiply his seed as the stars of heaven ; at 
which time he foretold him of the grievous affliction of his 
seed in Egypt, (Gen. xv. 5. ]3.) from which he graciously 
delivered them, they here acknowledge, and completed- 
their deliverance at the Red Sea. 

Ver. 10. Andshewedst signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, 
and on all his servants, and on all the people of his land.] 
Which are. recorded in the book of Exodus, chap. vii. 
viii. &c. ll 

For thou knewestthat they dealt proudly against them.] 
Intending to make them their slaves for ever, as, for the 
present, they treated them with the utmost contempt and 
cruelty, (Exod. v. 17, 18.) 

So did$t thou get thee a name,asit is this day.] See Exod. 
ix. 16. . > 

Ver. 1L And thou didst divide the sea before them, so that 
they went through the midst of the sea on the dry land*] 
See Exod. xiv. 21, 22. 

And their persecutors thou threivest into the deeps, as a 
stone into the mighty waters.] So that they sunk down, and 
rose up no more to persecute them. The Hebrew word 
signifies the strong or rough waters. And so Bochartus 
observes out of many Greek authors, that that sea is called, 
and said, in short, to be Kara iravra <j>ofizpbv, in all regards 
formidable or terrible. In his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 13. " 

Ver. 12. Moreover, thou leddest them in the day by a 
cloudy pillar, and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give 
them light in the ivay tvherein they shoidd go.] Concerning 
which, sec Exod. xiii. 21. 

Ver. 13. Thou earnest down also upon Mount Sinai, and 
spakest with them from heaven, and gavest them right jttdg* 
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merits and trite laws, good statutes and commandments.] 
This seems to relate, in tho beginning of the verse, to the 
ten commandments, spoken by the mouth of God himself; 
but the latter part comprehends all tho law delivered by 
him to Moses in the mount, (chap. xxi. — xxiii.) 

Ver. 14. And madest known unto them thy holy sabbath.] 
The Scripture mentions tho sabbath as a singular gift be- 
stowed upon the Jewish nation, (Exod. xvi. 29.) It being 
a sign between him and them, that ho was their God, who 
sanctified, that is, separated them out of all other people 
to be his peculiar people; that is, the worshippers of the 
Creator of the world, whom they acknowledged to be the 
Lord their God, while the heathen worshipped the sun, 
moon, and stars, and other creatures, as their gods, Exod. 
xxxi. 13. and Ezekielxx. 12. 20. in which the prophet tells 
us, that God intended, by this, to shew that he had chosen 
Israel, as I said, to be his peculiar people above all other 
nations, and that they had no other God. 

Andcommandedst them precepts, statutes, andlaivs, by the 
hand of Moses thy servant.] Which are those beforemen- 
tioned, which were not spoken by God himself, but de- 
livered by him to Moses in the mount, who was his faithful 
servant, and delivered nothing but what he received from 
God's own mouth. The observation of which is often 
pressed upon them as an acknowledgment of him to be 
their Creator, who brought them out of the land of Egypt 

Vcr. 15. And gavest them bread from heaven for their 
hunger, and brough test forth water for them out'ofthe rock 
for their tkirst.] See Exod. xvi. 14, 15. xvii. G. 

And prpmisedst them that they should go in to possess the 
land ivhich thou hadst sworn to give them.] Which he set be- 
fore them, and bade them go and possess it, as Moses tells 
them, Deut. i. 8. 

Ver. 16. But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and 
hardened their necks, and hearkened not to thy command- 
ments.] A famous instance of this there was, when they 
refused to go up and possess the land, to the borders of 
which he had brought them : (Numb. xiv. 1, 2, &c.) and 
afterward more insolently rebelled against Moses and 
Aaron, who had been their conductors through the wilder- 
ness, (Numb. xvi. 3.) 

Ver. 17. And refused to obey, neither were mindful of 
thy wonders that thou didst among them; but hardened their 
necks.]' Their ingratitude was the greater, because these 
wonders were not done among other nations, but were pe- 
culiar to them; which our Saviour makes a very high ag- 
gravation of the sins of their posterity, (Matt. xi. 21.) 

And in their rebellion appointed a captain to return fo 
their bondage.] See Numb. xiv. 4. where they consulted 
about it, and it seems came to this resolution, that they 
agreed upon a captain to lead them back to Egypt: or 
their resolving to do it was the same with the actual ap- 
pointment of a captain, as it was in the case of Abraham's 
offering his son. 

But thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious andmer- 
ciful,slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsookest 
them not.] This was the character God gave of himself to 
Moses, (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7,) which he made good to all 
generations. (See Psal. cxlv. 8.) 

Vcr. 18. Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, 
and said, This is thy god that brought thee up out of Egypt, 
and had wrought great provocations.] This was the highest 



I provocation, corisidering how lately he had spoken to them 
froni heaven not to make a graven image, and how many 
cautions ho had afterward giveh them against it. 

Ver. 19. Yet thou, in thy manifold mercies forsookest them 
not in the wilderness.] But gave them an early instance of 
. his clemency. 

The pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to 
lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to 
shew them light, and the way wherein they should go.] Which 
testified that, notwithstanding their provocation, God was 
still among them, and continued his gracious presence with 
them, of which this was a glorious token, as Moses told 
them, Numb. xiv. 14. 

Ver. 20. Thou gavest alsothhj good Spirit to instruct them.] 
The spirit of prophecy, which \Vas upon Moses, God im- 
parted to seventy other persons, that the people might be 
better governed, (Numb. xi. 1G, 17.) 

And withheldest not thy manna from their mouth.] But 
continued it till they came to Canaan ; or else they might 
have been starved. (See Josh. v. 12.) 

And gavest theni water for their thirst.] When the whole 
congregation deserved to perish, according to their own 
wish, that they had died when their brethren died before 
the Lord, (Numb. xix. 3.) 

Ver. 21. Yea, forty years didst thou sustain them in the 
wilderness, so that they lacked nothing : their clothes waxed 
not old, and their feet swelled not.'] See Deut. viii. 4. 

Ver. 22. Moreover, thou gavest them kingdoms and nations, 
and didst divide them into corners.] Some translate the last 
words, TIiou didst divide them by angles; that is, he parted 
those kingdoms among them as by a line. But others 
understand it of the people dispossessed by the Jews, 
whom he drove into corners. 

So they possessed the land of Siho7i, and the land of the 
king of Heshbon, and the land of Og king ofBashaiu] Most 
df the inhabitants of which he destroyed, and the rest fled 
and hid themselves in corners. But it must be observed, 
that Heshbon being the city of Sihon, (Numb. xxi. 26.) 
the first words should be rendered, the land of Sihon, even 
the land of the king of Heshbon. 

Ver. 23. Tlieir children also multipliedst thou as the stars 
of heaven, and broughtest them into the laud concerning 
which thou hadst promised to their fathers, that they should 
go in to possess it.] See Gen. xv. 5. 

Ver. 24. So the children went in and possessed the land; 
and thou subduedst before them the inhabitants of the land, 
the Candanites, and gavest them into their hunds, tvith their 
kings, and the people of the land, that they might do with 
them as they would.] These words express the easy con- 
quest they made'of the whole country. 

Ver. 25. Ami they took strong cities.] The walls of 
Jericho falling down flat before them. 

And a fat land.] A fruitful country flowing with milk 
and honey. 

And possessed houses full of all goods, wells digged, vine' 
yards, and olive-yards, andfmit-trces in abundance.] They 
were enriched with the estates of the people whom they 
destroyed, having houses ready built, and well furnished, 
together with all sort of trees planted to their hands. 

So they did eat, and were filled, and became fat.] They 
wanted nothing, but rather had superfluity of all worldly 
blessings. 
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And delighted themselves in thy great goodness.] Their 
highest pleasure indeed ought to have been in their thoughts 
how good God Was unto them ; but the meaning of these 
words is no more than this, That God had bestowed so 
many blessings upon them, that they took great pleasure 
in the enjoyment of them. 

Ver. 26. Neveftlieless they were disobedient, and rebelled 
against thee, and cast thy law behind their backs.] The 
pleasant life they led in the good land God gave them 
made them wanton, and forgetful of God and of his laws, 
which they regarded not at all. 

And slew thy prophets, which testified against them to turn 
them to thee.] We read of many prophets slain by Jezebel, 
1 Kings xviii. 4. xix. 10. 

And they wrought great provocations.] By abominable 
idolatries. ' 

Ver. 27. Tlierefore. thou deliveredst them into the hand of 
their enemies, who vexed them : and in the time of their 
trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardest them from 
heaven; and, according to thy manifold mercies, thou gavest 
them saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their ene- 
mies.] The whole book of Judges verifies this, that God 
delivered them for their sins unto the Moabites, the Ca- 
naanites, and divers other enemies, who grievously domi- 
neered over them; but when they cried to God for help, 
he was so gracious as to send such great men as Barak, 
Gideon, and others, to be their saviours, that is, deliverers 
from their tyranny. 

Ver. 28. But after they had rest, they did evil again be* 
fore thee.] No sooner did they begin to prosper, and the 
judge that saved them was dead, but they revolted from 
God, who had been so good to them. 

Therefore leftest thou them in the hand of their enemies, 
so that they had the dominion over them.] God so abandoned 
them, that he let the Philistines rule over them forty years, 
(Judg, xiii. 1.) unto which, perhaps, this passage relates. 

Yet when tliey returned, and cried unto thee, thou heardest 
them from heaven; and many times didst thou deliver them, 
according to thy mercies.] For nothing else could move him 
to it ; they being through all generations unconstant and 
unsteadfast in their obedience. 

Ver. 29. And testifiedst against them, that thou mightest 
bring them dgain unto thy taw.] By many remarkable pu- 
nishments he testified how highly he was displeased with 
them, that he might reform them. 

Yet they dealt proudly.] Which one w^ould have expected 
Should have humbled them; but they grew more bold and 
obstinate in their sins. 

And hearkened not unto tlvy commandments, but sinned 
against thy judgments (zuhich if a man do, he shall live in 
them).] That is, be a happy man. 

And withdrew the shoulder, and hardened their neck, and 
would not hear.] Withdrawing the shoulder is a metaphor 
(I have observed before) taken from refractory oxen, that 
draw back, and will not submit to the yoke. 

Ver. 30. Yet many years didst thou forbear them.] Bo- 
fore he suffered them to be carried captive out of their 
own land. 

And testifiedst against them by thy Spirit in thy prophets.] 
Whom he raised^up (I have observed elsewhere) in every 
age, in every king's reign, to tell them their duty, and re- 
prove them for their sins. 



Yet would they not give ear: therefore gavest thou them 
into the hand of the people of the lands.'] At last he deli- 
vered them into the hands of the Chaldeans, as we read 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16. who are called the people of the 
lands, because they had got possession of all the countries 
thereabout, which God put under their power, as he had 
done other countries beyond Euphrates. 

Ver. 31. Nevertheless, for thy great mercies* sake, thou 
didst not utterly consume them, nor forsake them.] But left 
them a remnant of the poorer sort in the land, and shewed 
favour to the captives in the land of Babylon. 

For thou art a gracious and merciful God.] To which 1 
alone they owed their preservation from utter destruction. 

Ver. 32. Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, 
and the terrible God, who keepest covenant and mercy.] Thus 
he began his address to God before he came from Shushau. 
(See chap. i. 5.) 

Let not all the trouble seem little before thee thdt hath 
come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our 
priests, and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all 
thy people, since the time of the kings of Assyria unto this 
day.] For those kings first began to invade their country, 
and carried away the ten tribes, (2 Kings xv. 19. xvii. 3. 
5, &c.) After which, calamities came upon Judah, their 
good king Josiah being slain, Manasseh carried to Baby- 
lon before the great captivity. 

Ver. 33. Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought 
upon us; for thou hast done right, but we have done 
wickedly. 

Ver. 34. Neither have our kings, our princes, our priests, 
nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy com* 
mandments, and the testimonies wherewith thou didst testify 
against them. 

Ver. 35. For they have not served thee in their kingdom, 
and in thy great goodness that thou gavest them, and in the 
large and fat land which thou gavest before them, neither 
turned they from their wicked works.] In these three verses 
they acknowledge the justice of God, in all the punishments 
he had inflicted on them> though heavy, and of long con- 
tinuance. For from the highest to the lowest they had done 
all wickedly, and would not be reclaimed. 

Ver. 36. Behold, we are servants this day; and for the land 
that thou gavest unto our fathers, to eat the fmit thereof, 
and the good thereof, behold, we ate servants in it.] God 
had, indeed, marvellously restored them to their own coun- 
try ; yet the marks of his displeasure for their sins still re- 
mained very visible : for they were but servants unto others, 
riot owners and proprietors of the lands which God had 
given to their fathers. Out of which they had been cast for 
their wickedness, and had not yet perfectly recovered it,, 
but laboured for their lords and masters. 

Ver. 37. And if yieldeth much increase unto the kings 
whom thou hast set over us because of our sins.] For their 
land paid a great tribute to the kings of Persia, out of the 
profit of it, (Ezravi.8. vii.24. and in this book, chap. v. 4.) 

Also they have dominion over our bodies, and over our 
cattle, at their pleasure.] For their bodies were liable to be 
pressed to serve in the king's wars, or in his works; and 
their cattle subject to them, when they had occasion to 
send post about the king's business. 

And we are in great distress.] Though they were per- 
mitted to live by their own laws (as we read in the book of 
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Ezra), which was a great privilege, yet they lay under 
those public burdens, and were compelled to bear them. 
By which we may learn how vain their proud boasts were 
in John viii. 33. that they were never in bondage to any 
man; when they had long been slaves in Egypt, and lately 
in Babylon, and after they came from thence, as they here 
complain ; and even they paid tribute to the Romans when 
they made those brags to our Saviour. 

Ver. 38. And because of all this we make a sure cove- 
nant, and write it ; and our princes, Levites, and priests, 
seal unto it.] In consideration of w T hich, they resolved to 
renew their covenant with God of better obedience ; which 
they promised under their hands and seals, as the only re- 
medy to procure perfect deliverance. And, to make it more 
effectual, they seem to declare this in the presence of God, 
at the conclusion of the foregoing confession and prayer. 

It signified little, indeed, as Pellicanus observes, what 
such an untoward people promised ; for what regard would 
they have to their own hand-writing, who regarded not (he 
ten commandments, written on tables of stone by the fin- 
ger of God ? But it was very useful, that there should be 
a public instrument to convince them of their impiety, and 
that they might be publicly confounded when they proved 
perfidious deserters, by shewing them their engagements, 
under their own hands, to future fidelity. 



CHAP. X. \ 

Vcr. 1. jy OW those that sealed wereNehemiah the Tir- 
shatha, the son of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah.] Neheraiah was 
the governor of "the country under the king of Persia, and 
therefore the principal prince among them, who led the way 
to the rest;' who &re not mentioned, unless we suppose Zid- 
kijah to have been a prince ; for they that followed were 
priests. 

Ver. 2. Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah.'] I need not tran- 
scribe the rest of the names to the eighth verse, at the end 
of which it is said these were the priests, that is, the chief of 
them, for there are but twenty and one of them in all ; and 
there is no mention of Ezra the priest among them; of 
which itis hard to give an account, unless we suppose him 
to be now gone to Babylon: which must be very lately; for 
lie was at Jerusalem in the beginning of the seventh month; . 
(chap. viii. 2.) though on the twenty-fourth day of it, 
when they fasted and prayed, we do' not find him named 
throughout the whole ninth chapter; yet at the feast of the 
dedication he was come to Jerusalem again, (chap. xii. 3G.) 
Some therefore think he was now hindered by sickness 
from being present at this sealing. 

Ver. 9. And the Levites: both Jeshna the son of Azaniah; 
Binnui of the sons of Henadad; Kadmiel. 
i Ver. 10. And their brethren, &c] There are fourteen 
Levites mentioned in these and the following verses, to 
ver. 14. which, perhaps, were all the Levites that were then 
present; or rather were the principal Levites, who were 
not priests: for some of these are mentioned before, as 
chosen to expound the law to the people, and to make pub- 
lic prayers to God, (chap. viii. 7. ix. 4, 5.) 

Ver. 14. The chief of the people ; Parosh, &c] It had 
been tedious to make all the people subscribe and seal the 
^Yriting; therefore the principal persons did it in the name 



of the rest, whose names, in number forty and three, arc 
here recorded till ver. 28. 

Ver. 28. And the rest of the people, the priests, the Le- 
vites, the porters, the singers, the Nethinims, and all they that 
had separated themselves from the people of the lands unto 
the law of God, their wives, their sons, and their daughters, 
evtry one having knowledge, and having understanding.] 
All that did Hot subscribe and seal, because they were too 
many, yet gave their consent to what the forenamed persons 
did. And not only the men, but their wives, and their 
children who were arrived at years of discretion, engaged 
themselves, as follows in the next verse. 

Vcr. 29. They clave to their brethren, their nobles.] They, 
declared they were of the same mind with those that had 
sealed, and owned byword of month what they had set their 
hands unto ; and said, it was their act, as much as their 
nobles' and brethren's, from whom they would not depart. 

And entered into a curse, and into an oath, to ivalk t in 
God's law, which was given by Moses the servant of God, 
and to observe and do all the commandments of the Lord our 
God, and his judgments and his statutes.] And more than 
that, they added an oath, whereby they obliged themselves 
to observe the law; and an imprecation upon themselves, 
wishing all the curses written in the law might fall upon 
them, if they did not do as the law required in all things. 

Ver. 30. And that we would not give our daughters unto 
the people of the land, nor take their daughters for our sons.] 
Besides their general promise, they specify those things 
that were most difficult; as, not marrying with strangers, 
observing the sabbath, bringing oblations for the use of the 
temple, &c. The first thing here specified was of great im- 
portance; and they solemnly engaged to perform it: for 
though both Ezra and Nchemiah had found them guilty of 
breaking this law, yet they were so prone to offend in this 
thing, that it seems, notwithstanding all they could do, 
some continued to violate it. 

Ver. 31. And if the people of the land.] That is, their 
heathen neighbours. 

Bring ware, or any victuals, on the sabbath-day to sell, 
that we would not buy it of them on the sabbath.] .We do 
not find any express law forbidding them to buy what was 
offered to be sold on the sabbath-day; but they obliged 
themselves not to do it, that the rest might be better ob- 
served. For none would come to sell, when there were no 
chapmen for their commodities. 

Or on the holy-day.] That is, on all days of rest from 
their labours, such as the Passover, the feast of taberna- 
cles, and others. 

And that we would leave the seventh year.] That is, let 
their land rest every seventh year, and leave the fruit of it, 
which grew up of itself, for the poor, as the law required, 
(Lev.Xxv. 4, &c.) 

And the exaction of every debt.] That is, remit in that 
year the debts which the poor owed them, (Deut. xv.2, &c.) 

Ver. 32. Also we made ordinances for us, to charge our- 
selves yearly with the third part of a shekel for the service 
of the house of our God.] We do uot find this enjoined any 
where by an express law; but reason required it at this 
time ; and therefore they obliged themselves to it by an or- 
dinance of the elders, that the service of God at the temple 
might be maintained by this small duty, which was laid 
upon every one. 
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Ver. 33. For the shew-bread, and for the continual meat- 
offering, and for the continual burnt-offering, of the sab- 
baths, of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy 
things, and for the sin-offerings, to make an atonement for 
Israely and for all the work of the house of our God.] There 
was a treasury formerly in the house of God, out of which 
all these things were supplied : and when it was exhausted 
by the many, great sums which were sent out of it to foreign 
princes in the days of Hezekiah, that prince maintained the 
burnt-offerings at his own charge, (2 Chron. xxxi. 3.) But 
both these failing for the present, there was this oblation 
• made to furnish all the things here mentioned, and every 
thing else that was necessary for the service of God. And, 
no doubt, many good people dedicated things to the same 
use ; whereby the expenses were well maintained. 
. Ver. 34. And we cast the lots among the priests, the Le- 
vites, and the people, for the wood-offering, to bring it into 
the hottse of our God, after the houses of our fathers, at times 
appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar of the Lord 
our God, as it is written in the law.] They determined, by 
casting of lots, how much wood every one should bring in 
for his share, to maintain their fire continually upon the 
altar to burn the sacrifices ; and in what order it should be 
brought (what family, that is, should begin first, and what 
should follow next), and at what times of the year. For 
there was another solemn feast (beside those I mentioned 
before), called the feast of the wood-offering, which took 
its original from hence; and, as Scaliger observes, was 
kept on the twenty-second day of the month Ab. But Mr*. 
Thorndike observes, out of the Mischna, (in his Religious 
Assemblies, p. 269.) that it was held nine days in several 
months, whereof a great part fell in that month ; and is 
meant by these words, at times appointed, year by year. 
The Talmudists also say, that every family, on the day 
when they brought in the wood, sacrificed a voluntary 
'burnt-offering, called the korban of wood, as Pctrus Cu- 
naeus observes, in his book de Republica Hebrseorum, lib. 
ii. cap. 13. where he notes also, that herein Josephus differs 
from the Talmudists; that he mentions but one day of the 
feasts, which he calls %v\o<fopia: which was suqh a solemn 
festival, (as Maimonides saitli, in his Furniture of the Tem- 
ple, chap. 6.) that none might mourn on this day, nor fast, 
nor do any work. 

Ver. 35. And to bring the first-fruits of our ground, and 
tlie first-fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto the 
house of the Lord.] According to the command, Exod. xxiii. 
19. Lev. xix. 23. (Sec below, ver. 39.) 

Ver. 3G. Also the first-born of our sons, and of our cattle 
(as it is written in the law), and the firstlings of our herds, 
and of our flocks, to bring to the house of our God, unto the 
priests that minister in the house of our God.] The law 
which gave all the firstlings to God is in Exod.xiii. the 
beginning, and ver. 11, 12. and God gave them all to Aaron 
the priest, in Numb, xviii. 15, 16. 

Ver. 37. And that we should bring the first-fruits of our 
dough, and our offerings.'] Sec Lev. xxiii. 17. Numb. xv. 
19, 20. It was to be so large, that it is called a gift in 
Dcut. xviii. 4. 

And the fruit of all manner of trees, of wine, and of oil, 
unto the priests, to the chambers of the house of our God.] 
Sec Numb, xviii. 12, &c. 

And the tithes of our ground unto the Levites,' that the 



same Levites might have the tithes in all the cities of our 
tillage.] Sec Lev. xxvii. 30. Numb, xviii. 21. 

Ver. 38. And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the, 
Levites, when the Levites take tithes : and the Levites shall 
bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the house of our God, to 
the chambers', into the treasure-house.] As the people gave 
the tithes of their land to the Levites, so the Levites gave a 
tithe to the priests. And when the people brought them to 
the Levites, one of the priests was appointed to be present 
to inspect them, and to see that, without fraud, they tithed 
the tithes; that is, set out the tenth part of the tithes they 
had received for the priests, which was brought to the. 
chambers, wherein it was deposited for the priests in God's. 
house. 

Ver. 39. For the children of Israel and the children of 
Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, 
and the oil.] Sec Deut. xii. 6. 11. 

Unto the chambers,. where are the vessels of the sanctuary, 
and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the singers.] 
Where other holy things were kept, and where God's minis- 
ters attended, for whose use they were designed, and were 
to be brought thither at their own charge. These chambers 
were in the court of the priests: but L'Empereur thinks the 
court of the people likewise might have such places in it, 
wherein these things were bestowed, being more than the 
other could contain. For (as the Jews observe) though the 
priests had a court proper to themselves, into which none 
might come but they alone, yet they were not excluded 
from the court of Israel; and if there was not room enough 
to receive all the things forementioned, there were recep- 
tacles under ground, besides the. upper room mentioned 
Jer. xSxv. 4.' ' 

And we will not forsake the house of our God.] They pro- 
mise, according to their covenant and oath, to be no more 
so negligent in these matters as they had been ; and ac- 
cordingly they did fulfil this promise, as we read chap. xii. 
44, 45. unto die end. 



CHAP. XI. . 

Ver. 1. jCm„ND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerusalem.] 
Their neighbours were so enraged to see the walls at JeruV 
salem built again, and were so restless in their designs to 
keep this city from rising to its former splendour, that it 
terrified many of the Jews from coming to dwell there, 
thinking themselves more safe in the country, where their 
enemies had no pretence to disturb them. The rulers^ 
therefore, of the people came and settled themselves at Je- 
rusalem, that they might invite and encourage others to 
come and inhabit it; and several persons, as the next verse 
intimates, did come and offer themselves freely to dwell 
with them there. 

Therest of the people also cast lots, to bring one often t to 
dwell in Jerusalem the holy city, and nine parts to dwelhtn 
other cities.] But thongh the rulers were settled here, and 
some followed their example, and all that formerly belonged 
to Jerusalem were ordered to return, (chap. vii. 4, 5.) yet 
still there was room for more citizens; and the city, con- 
sidering how large it was, being very empty, they consulted 
to make it populous, by compelling every tenth man in 
Judah and Benjamin to quit his present habitation in the 
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country, and come and dwell there ; leaving the rest to dwell 
where they pleased. For which end they cast lots, that 
among ten men it might be known whom God chose to 
come thither ; and the lot falling by a Divine appointment 
upon such a person, rather than another, no doubt, he re- 
moved the more contentedly to this city. 

Vcr. 2. And the people blessed all the men that willingly 
offered themselves to dwell at Jerusalem.] Beside those who 
were chosen by lot, it seems there were some that volun- 
tarily' chose to go and live there ; whom the people highly 
commended and praised, beseeching God to bless and 
prosper them : for indeed they wero worthy to be honoured 
as men that sought the welfare of their country, the glory 
of God, the restoring of their nation, the defence of their 
•city, and had a zeal for the Divine service performed 
there. 

Ver. 3. Now these are the chief of the province.] Of those 
Jews that came from Babylon into the province of Judca. 

That dwelt in Jerusalem.'] Whose names are mentioned 
ver. 4, &c. 

But in the cities ofJudah dwelt every one in his possession 
in their cities, to wit, Israel, the priests, and the Levites, 
and the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon's servants.] 
But those that dwelt in the other cities of Judah, he would 
not reckon in this catalogue; whom he comprehends under 
the name of Israel, the priests, the Levites, the Nethinims, 
# and Solomon's servants. By Israel he means all the peo- 
ple of the ten tribes, as well as Judah and Benjamin, who 
were the chief; but he calls them Israel, because those of 
Judah and Benjamin dwelt at Jerusalem, the rest of Israel 
were in the other cities of Judah. 

Ver. 4. And at Jeimsalem dwelt certain of the children of 
Judah, and of the children of Benjamin.] For these were the 
tribes that anciently possessed Jerusalem ; which stood 
partly in the one, partly in the other tribe. Therefore, in 
some places of Scripture, Jerusalem is reckoned , as be- 
longing to the children of Judah, (see Josh. xv. G3. Judg. 
i. 8.) and sometimes in the same words to the children of 
Benjamin, (Judg. xviii. 20. xxi. 28.) and here to both. But 
what part of the city belonged to the one, and what to the 
other, is not agreed among learned men. Pineda hath re- 
presented the several opinions about it at large, in his book 
de'IlebusSolomonis, lib. v. cap. 5. 

Of the children of Judah; Athaiah the^son of m Uzziah,the 
son of Zechariah, the son ofAmariah, the son of Shepha- 
tiah,the son of Mahaldleel,of the children of Perez.] These 
were all of that family of Pharez, the son of Judah. If the 
names of these persons mentioned in this chapter be com- 
pared with the names of those who came back with Zerub- 
fcabel, it will appear, that thoy wero the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth generation from Zenibbabcl ; which is a demonstra- 
tion, that Nehemiah did not come to Jerusalem in the timo 
of Artaxerxcs Longimanus, but of Artaxerxes Mnemon. 
For this observation I am beholden to my worthy friend 
Dr. Alix. 

Ver. 5. And Maaseiah the son ofBaruch, the son ofCol- 
hozeh, the so?i of Hazaiah,' the son of Adaiah, the son of 
Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shiloni.] These 
*were all of tho same family, as the next verse informs us. 

Ver. G. All the sons of Perez that dwelt at Jerusalem, 
were four hundred threescore and eight valiant men.] Who 
fceem to me to have offered themselves to dwell at Jerusa- 



lem, and help to defend it by their valour, whose chiefs 
were Athaiah and Maaseiah. 

Ver. 7. And these are the sons of Benjamin ; Sallu the<$on 
of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the son ofPedaiah, the son of 
Kolaiah, the son of Maaseiah, the son of Jthiel, the son of 
Jesaiah. 

Ver. 8. And after him Gabbai, Sallau] These two and 
Sallu (beforenamed) were the chief men among them. 

Nine hundred twenty and eight.] There were almost as 
many more of Benjamin as of Judah (who were but four 
hundred sixty and eight); for though Mount .Zion was in 
the tribe of Judah, yet the city of Jerusalem was in the tribe 
of Benjamin ; which made them have a great desire to see 
it inhabited, and inflamed the minds of theimost valiant, 
who were best able to defend it, to come and live there?. 

Ver. 9. And Joel the son of Zichri tvas their overseer; 
and Judah the son of Senuah was second over the city.] The 
former, of these was the governor of the city; and the other 
was his deputy; who is called secondanj, because he was 
next to him in the discharge of that office. Who is he, as 
Bertram thinks, that is called in tho second book of Mac- 
cabees, chap.iii.4. irpoaTar^g tov Upov, the prefect of the tern- 
pie; and by Josephus, Antiq. xiv.Gtl. i-rroarpaT^ybg ,tv *Upo- 
oo'Xtfiois, the under governor in Jerusalem. (See his Repub. 
Jud.p.163.) 

Ver. 10. Of the priests; Jedaiah the son of Joiarib, Jachin.] 
Now he comes to speak of the tribe of JLevi; many of 
which it was necessary should dwell there, to attend the 
house of God. And first he begins with the priests, who 
were his chief ministers. 

Ver. 11. Seraiah the son ofHilkiah, the son of Meshullam, 
the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahilub, 
was the rttler of the house of God.] This Seraiah was such 
a chief man among the priests, as he that is mentioned in 
2Chron.xix. 11. (See there.) Some take him to be the " 
same with him that is called in the New Testament orpa- 
rriybg tov Ugov, which we translate the captain of the 
temple. 

Ver. 12. And their brethren that did the work of the house 
were eight hundred twenty and two.] Who discharged all 
the offices- of the priests in the temple. 

And Adaiah the son ofJeroham, the son of.Pelaliah,the 
son of Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son ofPaShur, the son 
of Malchiah. 

Ver. 13. And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two hun- 
dred forty and two; and Amashai, the son of Azareel,the 
son ofAhasai, the son ofMeshillemoth, the son oflmmer. 

* Vcr. 14. And their brethren, mighty men of valour, ahun- 
dred twenty and eight.] Some of the priests were noted to 
be men of great courage, who, when there was occasion, 
fought for their country, especially to defend the house 
■of God. 

And tlteir overseer was Zabdiel, the so?i of one ofjhe 
great men.] Or, as the margin, the son of Haggedolim, w r as 
Set over these valiant men ; being descended (it is supposed 
by some) from some of the great men among the priests ; as 
tho word- Haggedolim imports. 

Ver. 15. Also of the Levites ; Shemaiah the soil ofllashub, 
the son of Azrikam, the son of Hashabiah, the son ofBunnu] 
After tho priests he gives an account of the Levites; among 
whom this person, and the two other mentioned in the next 
verses, were the chief. 
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Ver. 16. And Shabbethai andJozabad, of the chief of the 
Levites, had the oversight of the outward business of the house 
*)f God.] There were a great many things to be done with- 
out the temple, as well as within, to prepare for the service 
of it ; particularly, to gather the third part of a shekel, 
which every one was to give to make provision for it, (chap. 
x. 32.) which work was committed to these men. Though 
Bertram (de Republica Judaica, p. 160. 363.) thinks this 
may be the meaning, That they were judges and officers in 
the country, whero their presence was necessary, when there 
were but few to discharge such outward business in Israel, 
«s it is called in 1 Chron. xxvi. 29. 

Ver. 17. And Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of 
Zabdi, the son of Asaph, was the principal to begin the 
thanksgiving in prayer.] He was the precentor (as we call 
him in our ehoirs) who began to sing the hymn at morning 
and evening sacrifice ; which seems to be that in £ Chron. 
xvi. 7, 8, &c. in the latter part of which they pray to God, 
as in the former they give thanks. 

And Bakbukiah the second qmong his brethren, andAbda 
the son ofShammua, the son of Galal, the son ofJeduthunl] 
The first of these seems to have supplied the place of Mat*- 
taniah when he was absent. 

Ver. 18. All the Levites in the holy city were two hundred 
fourscore and four.*] Who certainly attended there; unless 
we suppose, with Bertram, that they went forth some time 
about some outward business, which they were required to 
dispatch. . . f 

Ver. 19. Moreover, the porters: Akhib, Talmon,and their 
brethren that kept the gates, were a hundred seventy and 
two.] Who had the custody of the gates of the temple. 

VcV. 20. And the residue of Israel, of the priests and the 
Levites, were in all the cities ofJudah, every one in his inhe- 
ritance.] He had said before that the rest of Israel dwelt 
in their own cities, (ver. 3.) and new he saith, that so did 
the rest of the priests and the LeVites dwell in the cities 
anciently appointed for them. 

Ver. 21. But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel.] Which was 
a place upon the wall of Jerusalem, or a tower near it. (See 
chap. iii. 26. 2 Chron. xxvii. 3.) 

And Ziha andGipsa were over the Nethinims.] Two per- 
sons of their own body, I suppose, who were appointed to 
see them do their duty. 

Ver. 22. The overseer also of the Levites at Jerusalem was 
Uzzi the son of Bani, the sonofHashabiah, the son of Mat- 
taniah, the son of Micha.] He was set over the Levites, to 
govern them, and see them discharge their offices in an or- 
derly manner. The LXX. translate it 'EthWwtocj and so 
doth the Vulgar; for he was supervisor of those below him. 

Of the sons of Asaph, the singers were over the business of 
the house of God.] They were ordered to look after the re- 
paration of the temple ; for which they had the more lei- 
sure, both because they did not come in their courses to 
Jerusalem, as others did, but were settled there; and were 
to attend at the temple only at certain hours, after which 
they might look after other business. 

Ver. 23. For it was the king's commandment concerning 
them, that a certain portion should be for the singers'. due 
for every day.] Beside the forenamed reasons, they had 
great encouragement from the king, who ordered them a 
certain portion for their maintenance every day. Some 
are of opinion, that this was king David, who first ap- 

vou. II. 



pointed them to attend in a settled course ; but it is more 
likely it was the king of Persia, who out of his mqnificenc^ 
made them a daily allowance for their better support ; they 
that sang hymns to their gods being persons much valued 
in all countries : and if David made any provision for them, 
it being lost, most likely was not yet restored, . 

Ver. 24. And Pethahiah the son of Meshezabeel, of the 
children ofZerah the son ofJudah.] We had the children 
of Pharez named before, who settled at Jerusalem, (ver. 6.) 
And now it appears that some of the posterity of his brot 
ther did the same ; for here is one man mentioned who was 
of great authority under the king of Persia, as it here 
follows. , 

Was at the king's hand in all matters concerning the peo- 
ple.] The king appointed him to receive all petitions from 
the people, and by him returned them answers. This seems 
the plain sense, according to our translation. But some 
translate it, not at the king's hand, but on the king's part, 
that is, he heard all causes in civil matters between the 
king and the people ; as, about his tribute, or any griev* 
ance of which they complained. And Bertram thinks it 
appears by the very context, that he was appointed by the 
king (so at his hand, or by his hand, may be understood) 
to see all things supplied which the people were bound to 
furnish for the temple : or rather, as Pellicanus thinks, to 
see that what the king allowed for public sacrifices to be 
made for him, and for his family, (Ezra vi. 10.) was duly 
paid out of the treasury of the province. 

Ver. 25, And for the villages, with their fields, some ofthg 
children ofJudah dwelt at Kirjath-arba, and in the villages 
thereof, and atDibon, and in the villages thereof , and atJe- 
kabzeel, and in the villages thereof] He gives no account of 
the families that dwelt in the country, as he doth of those 
that settled in Jerusalem, but only jnentions the town$ 
wherein they dwelt, which formerly had been walled cjties, 
but now open villages, wherein houses were built, but 
not their walls. . r . ■ * :- /><• V 

Ver. 26. And at Jeshua, and at Moladah, and at Beth- 
phelet.] In this and in the following verses unto ver. 31*. 
he mebtioris the other towns wherein the children of Judah 
dwelt, who. did not come to inhabit at Jerusalem. 

Ver. 27. And at Hazar-rshual, and at Beer-shefya; and in 
the villages thereof . * . , . * - • vv 

Ver. 28. And at Ziklag, and at Mekona, and in the vil- 
lages thereof ' v '. . .v.iY 

Ver. 29. And. qt En-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at 
Jarmuth. ' / 

Ver. 30. Zanoah, Adullam, and in their villages, at La- 
chish, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, and in the villages 
thereof. And they dwelt from Beer-shebaunto the valley of 
Hinnom.] It appears by this account- that some of these 
great towns or cities without walls had little villages 
about them, but others had only fields and no villages' in 
them, the country.being as,yet but thinly .peopled; • 

Ver. 31. The children also jof Benjamin from Geba 
dwelt at Michmash, and Aija, and Beth-el, and in their vil- 
lages.] Geba had formerly been an eminent place in this 
tribe, and so was Beth-el. 

Ver, 32. And at Anathoth, Nob, Ananidh: 

Ver. 33. Hazor, Jlamah, Gittaim. 

Ver. 34. Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat* 

Ver. 35. Lod, and Ono,the.valley of craftsman.] WfcJead 
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of Lod and Ono before in the first book of Chronicles. 
(See chap. viii. 12.) 

Ver. 36. And of the Levites were divisions in Judah, and 
in Benjamin.] The rest of the Levitcs who were not settled 
at Jerusalem were distributed among the people of Judah 
and Benjamin, who dwelt in the forenamed towns, whom 
they taught .and instructed in religion and good manners. 

We read also 1 Chron. ix. 3. that some of the children 
of Ephraim and Manasseh dwelt at Jerusalem; but, I sup- 
pose, they were so few, that they are not here remembered ; 
or, perhaps, they removed to some other place when Jeru- 
salem continued without walls; *j 



!*»'.' CHAP. XII. 

lir ; .- "' * r ' 

-Ver. 1. 1M OW these are the priests and the Levites that 
ivent rip with ZerubbabU the son ofShealtiel,and Jeshua.] 
The chief of the priests, as they are called vet. 7. whom 
he thought fit to mention here, because he intended to de* 
scribe the dedication and consecration of the city, where 
the ministry of the priests, and Levites was to be em- 
ployed, ui •' . .ur/ wj v \ i\ . , * 

Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra.'] If this was the same Ezra that 
wrote the foregoing book, or part of it, then he went back 
to' Babylon after his coming up to Jerusalem with'Zerub- 
babel, and came again instructed with a large power in the 
seventh year of Artaxeirxes: btit there are, many reasons to 
prove he was'not the same. 

Ver.-2. Amariah, Malluth, Hattash.] He that is.'here 
called Malluch is called Melicii, ver. 14. and such differ- 
ences are in some of the following names, which are re- 
peated ver. 15, 16, &c. It being common aniong the Jews 
(as I have noted upon the book of Chronicles) to vary in 
the pronunciation of names, and sometimes to give two 
names.. 

Ver. 3. Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth.] The first of these 
is called Shebahiah, ver. 14. and the other two, in ver. 
15. are called Harim and Meraioth. 

Ver. 4. IddOy Ginnetho, Abijah.] The second 6f these is 
called Ginnethon, ver. 16. which is a small difference. 
And Abijah was the head of the course of priests from 
whom Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, sprung, 
as Bertram thinks, de Rep. Jud. cap. 18. p. 311. 

Ver. 5. Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah.] The first of these is 
called Miniamin, and the next Moadiah, ver. 17. which are 
likewise very small variations. 
- > Ver.. 6. Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah. 

Ver. 7. Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah.] The first of these 
is called Sallai, ver. 20.. 

• Tliese were the chief of the priests.] Heads of the courses 
of the priests which David instituted; and were restored 
after their return from captivity, though as yet not so many 
as they had been before. (See Ezra vi. 18.) 

And of their brethren, in the days of Jeshua.] Who was 
the high-priest at the return from captivity. The meaning 
seems to be, that they were not only heads of all those who 
were under them, but the chief of the heads, who, were pro- 
perly their brethren. .* •. . 

Ver. 8. Moreover the Levites i Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, 
Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, which was over the 
thanksgiving, he and his brethren.] They were appointed to 



see the psalm of thanksgiving sang every morning and 
evening at the burnt-sacrifice. \ . \ ^" 

Ver. 9. Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, were 
over against them in the watches.] That is, these ministered 
in their courses as the others did, and kept their stations 
over against them in their turns of attendance, which are 
called their watches, or wards. (See ver. 24.) 

Ver. 10. And Jeshua begat Joiakim, Joiakim also begat 
Eliashib, and Eliashib begat Joiada. 

Ver. 11. And Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan begat 
Jaddua.] In these two verses is an account of the suc- 
cession of the high-priests, from the return of the captivity 
till the time that. they began to bear the greatest sway in 
the Jewish nation. ' For this Jaddua is commonly thought 
to be that Jaddus the high-priest who went to nleet Alex- 
ander th6 Great, in his .pontifical habit, as he came from 
the conquest of Tyre and Gaza,- and procured great privi- 
leges for the Jewish nation. Now this being grantedi 
the Scripture history ends, as Grotius observes, where the 
very light of times (as he speaks), that is, the affairs of 
Alexander, begins: from which time all things in history 
are' clear, the affairs of the Jews being recorded by .many 
Greek writers (several of whom are now perished), as ap- 
pears by St. Jerome upon. Daniel. * 

Ver. 12. And in • the days of Joiakim were priests* the 
chief of the fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, 
Hananiah. r -; r ' . 

Ver. 13. OfEzra,Meshidlam,&c] As he had mentioned 
those who were chief of the priests'in the days of Jeshua, 
so now ho thinks fit to mention the sons of every one of them 
who officiated in the days of Joiakim the son of Jeshua, 
either as assistants to their fathers, or succeeding them w^hen 
they were dead. He begins with those three named ver. ] . 
and so proceeds, in order to give an account of the rest, 
which Teaches to ver. 22. and need not be transcribed. T 

Ver. 22. TJie Levites, in the days of Eliashib, Joiada, and 
JoJtanan, (called Jonathan, ver. 11.) and Jaddna, were re- 
corded chief of the fathers; also the priests, to the reign of 
Darius the Persian.] This is thought by many to be that 
Darius whom Alexander conquered,, till whose time there 
were records kept of the principal families of the Levites, 
in the days of those four high-priests, as well as of the 
priests already mentioned. 

Ver. 23. The son's of Levi, the chief of the fathers, were 
written in the book of the Chronicles, even until the days of 
Johanan the son of Eliashib.] As there had been a register 
of them in the public records before that time from Jeshua 
to Johanan. Some think this refers to 1 Chron. ix. 14, &c. 

Ver. 24: And the chief of the Levites: Ilashabiah, She- 
rebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brethren 
over against them, to praise and to give thanks, according 
to the commandment of David the man of God.] These were 
particularly appointed for this, office, which was of great 
importance. ,? 

Ward over against ward.] In their turns, one coming on 
when another w r ent out,, to attend in their courses, which 
are called wards. 

Ver. 25. Mattaniah, and Bakbukiah, Ohadiah, Meshitl- 
lam, Talmon, Akkub, were porters, keeping the ward at the 
thresholds of the gates.] Of the house of God, where they 
attended and performed their office ; or, as some will have 
it, at the treasuries, as in the margin of our Bibles. ' 
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Ver. 26.. Tliese tvere in the days ofJoiakim the son of 
Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah 
the governor y and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.] It is im- 
possible to give a certain account why these are so. parti- 
cularly registered in this book; but we may be sure there 
was some great reason for it in those days : perhaps, that 
it might demonstrate their car&to employ the best men in 
all offices for whichthey were fit; and that they took spe- 
cial care to preserve a faithful, record of those who were 
to serve God as his ministers, as, long. as they were a na- 
tion; which they have not a long time been, and so all dis- 
tinctions among them are confounded. 

Ver.;27. And at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem 
they sought the Levites out of all their places, to bring them 
to Jerusalem, to keep tlte dedication with gladness, both with 
thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalteries, 
and with harps.] As Solomon and all the children of Israel 
dedicated the house of the Lord when it. was built, (of 
which see 1 Kings yiii. 2 Chron. vii.) so now. Nehemiah, 
having set things in good order, thought it meet to dedicate 
the city, whose wall was built, and gates set up, (ver. 30.) 
as a place in which God had chosen to dwell, by settling 
his house here. And therefore they assembled to beseech 
his blessing and protection upon this city; which being 
made strong, and well defended, they hoped, to serve. God 
in his house there with greater quietness and security. 

The Jewish doctors are of opinion, that the oracle being 
wanting in the temple, this dedication gave no new sanc- 
tity, but only restored it to the old ; .for it was still the holy 
city, as it is called twice in the foregoing chapter of this 
book,, chap. xi. 1. 18. See Selden, lib. iii. de Synedriis, 
cap. 13. sect. 6. where he observes, that it being said'here 
it was dedicated with a song (for so it is in the Hebrew), 
there was some particular song of dedication, which had 
been formerly used, which was now sung upon this occa- 
sion. And some think, that ever after this time they made 
a yearly commemoration of this dedication, as they con- 
ceive there was of Solomon's dedication of the temple. For 
the heathen, who imitated the Jews (whose temple Solo- 
mon built two hundred and sixty-three years before Rome 
was built), were wont so to do. But Selden thinks Hos- 
pinianus rightly judges, that the Maccabees kept the first 
anniversary dedication, chap. ,14. sect. 7. and upon another 
account. 

Vcr. 28. And the sons of the singers gathered themselves 
together, both out of the plain country round about Jerusa- 
letn, and from the villages of Netophathi. 

Ver. 20. Also from the house of Gilgal, and out of the 

fields of Geba and Azmaveth.] These were the places where 

they had settled their habitations; from whence, upon Ne- 

hemiah's summons, they came to be present and assist at 

this solemnity. 

For the singers had builded them villages round about 
Jerusalem.] That they might be the more ready to attend 
the service of God, when there should be occasion. 

Vcr. 30. And the priests and the Levites purified them- 
selves.] With certain ablutions and expiations, that espe- 
cially which is mentioned in Numb. xix. where a water 
of separation is prescribed to purify all uncleanness, ver. 
9, &c. which is called the water of purifying, Numb, 
viii. 7. 

And purified the people, and the gates, and the wall.] By 



sprinkling, I suppose, the same water upon them, and by 
prayers, and sacrifices. ^ 

Ver. 31. TJien I broughfvp the princes ofJudah tipon the 
wall, and appointed two great companies of them tJiat gave 
thanks.] So'the LXX. translate the^Hcbrew words shethe 
tothoth gedoloth, $io 7repl alvlcriuyQ fizya\ovg,.two great for 
praise; that is, two great choirs, as the Vulgar translates it,' t 
which most versions follow. But our great Selden thinks 
the words should be translated; two eucharistical sacrifices, 
prepared for the altars, which were proper to the present 
business. The Spanish Jews translate the words, two grand 
processions, (lib; iii. de Syned. cap. 13. sect. 6. p. 210. and 
see Dr. Hammond upon Psal. xxiv. annot. p. 139.) 

, Wliereofone went on the right hand upon the wall toivards 
the duiig-gate.]. We add those words, wliereofone, because 
of the other mentioned ver. 38. but in the Hebrew the words 
are, going oh the right, &c* 

Ver. 32. And after them went Hoshaiah, and half of the 
princes of Judah . 

' Ver. 33., And Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam.] Not Ezra 
the scribe, who was in a more honourable place, (ver; 36.) 

Ver. 34. Judah, and Benjamin, and Shemaiah,and Je- 
remiah, i 

Ver. 35. And certain of the priests' sons with trumpets; 
namely, Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah, 
thesonofMattaniah; the son ofMichaiah, the son of Zac-> 
cur, the son of Asaph. : . 

Ver; 36. Arid his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Mila- 
lai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, with the 
musical instruments of, David the man of God, and Ezra 
the scribe before them.] They, in this verse and the former, 
were priests; and therefore Ezra, who was an eminent, 
priest, led them up at the head of them.. ** 

Ver. 37. And at the fountain-gate,' which was over against 
them, they went up by the stairs of the city of David.] See 
chap. iii. 15/ * . . •: •> 

At the going up of the wall, above the house of David, 
even unto the water-gate eastward. 

Ver. 38. And the other company of them that gave thanks* 
went over against them, and I after them, and the half of the 
people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of the furnaces, 
even unto the broad wall; 

Ver. 39. And from above the gate of Ephraim, andabove> 
the old gate, and above the fish-gate, and the tower ofHa- 
naneel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the sheep-gate:, 
and they stood still iri the prison-gate. 

Vcr. 40. So stood the tivo companies of them that gave, 
thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half of the Rulers, 
with me.] The great man beforementioned. translates tho 
first words, So stood the' two eucharistical sacrifices in the 
house of God. 

The order wherein they thus marched, in a pompous man- 
ner, round about. the. city, now seems a little obscure : but 
the sense of the whole description is this ; That they being 
met together in the same place, half of the rulers wentuppn 
the wall on the right hand, accompanied with several priests 
and Levites, and Ezra the scribe at the head qf them, (ver- 
36.) and the other half took the left hand, and walked upon 
the wall in the sfunc order, accompanied with Nehemiah, 
who brought up the rear of them, (ver. 38.) and at length 
both parts of this chorus met in the temple; and 'there they 
stood still, and completed their praises and thanksgivings, 

4 Y2 

Digitized by Microsoft ® 



712 



A COMMENTARY 



[Ci/ap. ±ni. 



and offered sacrifices, as it here follows. Where all the 
people walked it is not certain, but only that half of them 
went with Neliemiah upon the w"all; the rest, it is likely, 
walking below, because the wall could n6t contain them, 

Vfcr. 41. And the priests; Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minia- 
min, Michaiah, Elibenai, Zethariah, and Hananiali, with 
trumpets. 

Vet. 42. And Maaseiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar, and 
Uzzi, and Jehohanan, and Malchijah,and Elam, afid Ezer: 
iind the singers sang loud, with Jezraldah their overseer.] It 
floth not appear that thfcy sounded the trumpets or sang 
while they were in the procession, but the song and the 
music began when they came to the house of God. 

Ver. 43. Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and 
rejoiced.] Feasting, I suppose, upon the eucharistical sa- 
crifices which were then offered. 

-For God had made them rejoice with great joy. 2 By re^ 
storing thfc holy city to sufcha secure condition, that they 
praised the Lord there without fear of disturbance. 

Tlie wives also dnd the children rejoiced.'] It was an uni- 
versal joJ\ 

So that the joy of Jerusalem was heard even afar off.] The 
singers sang with such loud voices, and had so many loud 
instruments, the women and children also shouting, that 
they might be heard at a great distance : or, the meaning 
may be, that (he report of it was spread into fir^distant 
countries. 

• - Ver. 44. And at that time were some appointed over the 
chambers for the treasures, for the offerings, for the first- 
fruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them, out of the fields 
of the cities, the portions of the law for the priests and Le- 
vites.] By the treasures, he means those places where the 
oblations, first-fruits, tithes, (which they had promised to 
j*ay duly, chap. x. 31, &c.) were laid up, and preserved for 
tho-usc of the priests and Levites. Of which, that they might 
not be defrauded, a certain officer was at this time ap- 
pblntefl, to see they were brought in according to the l&w, 
and to take care that every one had his portion. 

JForJudah rejoiced for the priests and for the Levites that 
xbaited.] They Were so glad to see such agteat concourse of 
them, (ver. 27, &c.) and that they performed their duty upon 
this occasion to the general satisfaction of all that were pre- 
sent, that their hearts were enlarged in love to them, which 
moved them to take care they should never want the provi- 
sion appointed by God for them. 

Ver. 45. And both -the singers and the porters kept the 
Ward of their God, and the ward of the purification .*] These 
and other niinistcrs (who dlso were Levites) did their duty 
sd carefully, that they were much in the people's favour. 
Fbr the singers kept the tvard of their God, that is, sang 
orderly in their courses, and praised God; and the porters 
kept the ward of purification, that is, duly observed the 
drdcrs about purification, in not suffering any unclean pcr- 
Soh or unclean thing to come into the house of God. 

According to the commandment of David, and of Solomon 
his son.'] Who had regulated all things belonging to the 
duty of these peffeoris. (See 1 Chron.Xxv. xxvi.) 

Ver. 46. For in the days of David and Asaph of old 
(here were chief of the singers, and songs of praise and thanks* 
giving unto God.] There were other famous men joined 
with Agaph, viz. Hcman and Jcduthun; but he was the 
principal person whohi David empl6ycd in this regulation. 



And this verse gives the reason Ivhy the Levites and the 
singers performed their ddty so accurately ; because, from 
the tim6 of David, who Constituted their ordcts and offices, 
there were sofne great men who presided over them, and 
were careful both to instruct then* in their duty, and keep 
thetn to it. 

Ver. 47. And all Israel, in the days Of Zerubbabel, and in 
the days ofNehemiah, gdve the portions of the singers and 
the porters every day hispdrtion.] Those men that wen* 
appointed to look after the treasures, mentioned ver. 44. 
did their duty so well, that these inferibt officers, much less 
the rest of the Levites and priests, iievef wanted what was 
due unto them, but had it evety day while Zerubbabel and 
Nehemiah governed. 

And they sanctified hdly things ufitd the Levites, and the 
Levites sanctified them iiritd the children 6f Aaron.] The 
people separated and feet hpvi.it the tenth part of their crop 
for the use of the Levites ; and the Levites separated from 
their tithes the tenth part of them for their priests. For 
the people had no right to the tenth part, but it was holy, 
thrit is, to be separated from the test for God's ministers, 
the Levites ; and thfe LeVites had no right to the tenth paTt 
of their tithes which they had tcCeiVcd from the people, but 
it was to be get apart (which is called sanctified) for the 
children of Aaron, that is, ihe priests. 



CHAP. XHL 

Ver. 1. \JN that day they read-in the book of Moses in the 
audience of the people; and therein was found written, that 
the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the 
congregation of God for ever.] This was not done upon the 
day of the dedication of the wall of the city, but upon some 
day after JNehemiah was returned to Jerusalem from Per- 
sia, whither he went to wait upon the king, (ver. 6.) For it 
is 'not likely that the people, who were so well affected to 
the ministers of God, as we read in the foregoing chapter^ 
should so soOn forget and neglect them ; or that those who 
were appointed to look after their concerns, (chap. xii. 44.) 
should be turned out of their office immediately, or lay aside 
all care of them: for it is apparent, from ver. 10. of this 
chapter, their dues were not paid them when Nchcmiah was 
not there to look after them. But when he was returned, all 
this was amended, and other abuses corrected : he conti- 
nuing the public reading of the law, at stated times, pro- 
bably on the great festivals, when all the people met to- 
gether, (such as those mentioned chap, viii.) upon some 
day of which that portion of Scripture was read, in Dcut. 
xxiii. 3. w T hich forbids the admission of the Ammonites and 
Moabitcs into the congregation of the Lord ; the meaning 
whereof see in my annotations there. I will only add here, 
that they who by the congregation of God, in this place, 
Understand the public assemblies for Divine worship, arc 
very much mistaken: for no man, of aiiy nation, was for- 
bidden to come and pray to God at the temple, but men of 
every nation, who would become proselytes, were admitted 
into their communion;' and if they would be circumciscd> 
had like privileges with all other Israelites, even to eat the 
passover, (Exod. xii. 48, 49.) They therefore, that think 
the meaning is, they should be excluded from all public 
Offices, interpret it better : but that is not the truth neither; 
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for it is to be understood of marrying with them, as I iiave 
shewn in the explication of that law. 

Ver. 2. Because they met not the children of Israel with 
brzad and with water, but hired Balaam against them, that 
he sltould curse them: howbeit our God turned tJie curse 
into a blessing.'] See upon Deut. xxiii. 4, 5. 

Ver. 3. Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, 
that they separated from Israel all the mixed multitude.] 
Who were born of strangers, whom (he law would not 
allow to partake of the rites of marriage with Israelites. 

Ver. 4. And before this.] That is, before this separation 
wtts made. 

JSliashib the priest.] There were several of this name in 
those times, and some of them priests, (Ezra x. 6. 24. 26. 
37.) But this seems to have been the high-priest, men- 
tioned chap. iii. 1. for his family was much corrupted, as 
appears from ver. 28. of this chapter. 

Having the oversight of the chamber of tlie house of our 
God.] Here the singular number is used for the plural; for 
he had not the oversight of one chamber only, but of all 
the chambers, as the following verses, 5. 9. shew. But this 
may seem to indicate, that Eliashib was "not high-priest, it 
being below him to be set over the chamber (as the plirase 
is in the Hebrew), though the high-priest, no doubt, had an 
inspection over them all. 

Was allied unto Tobiah.] An Ammonite, as he is often 
called in this book; with whom he ought to have contracted 
no affinity, by suffering his grandson to marry with Sanbal- 
lat's daughter; who was the fast friend of Tobiah, and the 
great enemy of the Jews, We read also in Ezra that seve- 
ral of the priests had married strange wives; and among the 
rest, some of the sons of the high-priest are therementioncd. 

Ver. 5. And he Jutd prepared for him a great chamber.] 
By breaking down the partitions, it is likely, between se- 
veral little chambers, where holy things were laid, he pre- 
pared one great room for his reception. 

Where aforetime they laid the meat-offerings, tlie frankin- 
cense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new 
wine, and the oil (which was commanded to be given to the 
JLevites, and the singers, and the porters), and the offerings 
of the priests.] All the ofFerings that belonged to the minis- 
ters of God (and the vessels wherewith they ministered), 
which there had been great care taken should be brought 
into these chambers, (the latter end of chap, x,) were now 
all profanely thrown out to make room for this man. 

Ver. 6. But in all this time was not I at Jerusalem.] 
They took this boldness in Nehemiah's absence ; and were 
the more audacious, because many of the nobles of Judah 
(itis likely) favoured this Tobiah, and were his friends, as 
Ihey had been heretofore, (chap. vi. 17, 18.) * 

jFor in the two-dnd-thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of 
Babylon came I unto the king.] He was governor twelve 
years in this province; but did not continue all that time 
in Judea: for he sometimes stepped to Babylon, to give 
an account of his management to the king, who, it is likely 
(as I before observed), would not dispense with so long an 
absence from. his attendance to his office. at court. (See 
upon chap. ii. 6. v. 41.) 

And after certain days.] In the Hebrew the words are at 
the end ofdaysi that is, at the end of the year. For so the 
word jamim [days] often signifies in Scripture, Exod. xiii. 
10. Lev. xxv. 29. (Sec below, ver. 15.) 



Obtained I leave of the king.] To return to Jerusalem: 
from whence, it is probable, he heard of the forenamed dig- 
orders, and therefore once more begged leave to go ^hither, 
that he might redress them. 

Ver. 7. And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of tlie 
evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah.] He was fully informed 
what evil had been committed, before he went about to 
reform it. 

In preparing him a chamber in the courts of the. house of 
God.] In the court of the Israelites, which was a sacred 
place, into which no stranger might enter* 

Ver. 8. And it grieved me sore; therefore I cast forth all 
the household-stuff of Tobiah out of the chamber.] His in- 
dignation was raised, as well as his sorrow, to see such -a 
profanation : first, in bringing a stranger into the place 
where only Israelites were to come ; and he an Ammonite, 
one of the worst of the strange nations, and a greater enemy 
of the Jews than many of the Ammonites; for whose sake 
he had removed the holy things, and put Tobiah in their 
place, who brought his household-stuff along with him; 
and all this done by the high-priest, who ought to Jiavc 
opposed such ,an attempt, and, indeed, was the only man 
that could Jiave hindered it, till Nehemiah came, whose 
authority, as governor under the king of Persia, was 
superior to his;, by which he threw all his goods out of 
the chamber, and forced him also to depart. Here is no 
mention of his reprehending Eliashib, which is an argu- 
ment, that he died after Nehemiah went from Jerusalem. 

Ver. 9. Then I commanded, and they cleansed the cham- 
bers; and thither brought I again the vessels of the house of 
God, with the meat-offering and the frankincense.] He gave 
order, that the chambers, which had been thus profaned, 
should be restored to their former. sanctity by the water of 
purification, mentioned in the nineteenth of NumbersI; 
whereby things, as well as persons, were cleansed from 
their impurities. And when the chambers were thus pre- 
pared, he brought in again all the vessels, and other things, 
(mentioned ver. 5.) which had been thrown out to make 
room for Tobiah. 

Ver. 10. And I perceived that the portions of the Levites 
had not been given them.] For either the people did not pay 
them well, when they saw they were not laid up for their 
proper use in the place appointed, or Eliashib employed 
them for the entertainment of Tobiah ; which he might as 
well do, as bring him into the sacred place: into which 
when they were not brought, the people, not knowing what 
became of them, might keep them to themselves. . (See 
Bishop Montague, of Tithes, p. 347.) 

For the Levites and the singers that did the work were 
fled every one to his field.] This made those that attended 
the service at Jerusalem forsake the city, and betake them- 
selves to their country concerns, where they might make 
provision for the sustenance of their families. And, indeed, 
it is a great artifice of the devil, as Wolfius here observes, 
by his instruments to defraud the ministers of religion of 
their necessary maintenance, that he may thereby abolish 
religion itself. 

Ver. 11. Then contended I with the rulers, and said.] He 
earnestly expostulated with them, and reproved them. . 

Wliy is the house of God forsaken?] There was no ac- 
count to be given of it, but the negligence of the magis- 
trates; whom he awakens to their duty, by representing to 
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them that God himself was highly affronted, by having 
none of his servants to attend him at his house. . 

And I gathered them together.] He recalled the Lcvitcs 
to Jerusalem out of the country; whither they were fled to 
look after their own estates. 

And set tJieni in their place.] Every one to his proper 
work and business. 

Ver. 12. Then brought all Judak the tithe of the corn, 
and the new wine, and the oil, nnto the treasuries.'] When 
they saw these things were likely to go the right way, and 
be employed to their proper uses, they brought them to 
their proper place. For the people (as Conradus Pelli- 
canus here notes) readily obey, if. the magistrates and the 
priests be not remiss in their duty. ' . 
♦ Ver. 13. And I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shele- 
miah the priest, and Zadok the scribe; and of the Levites, 
Pedaiah; and next to them was Ilananthe.sonofZaccur, 
the son of Mattaniah : for they were counted faithful;, and 
their office ivas to distribute unto their brethren.^ There had 
been some appointed heretofore unto this office, (chap. x. 
44, '&c'.) but they not performing their trust, Nehemiah 
sought out some persons, here mentioned, who had the 
general reputation of beinig men of integrity; whose bu- 
siness it was to give every one of their brethren his 
portion." 

Ver. 14* Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and 
wipe not out my good deeds that I have done for the house 
of my God, and>for the offices thereof] It is very natural 
here to observer, that to make provision for the maintenance 
of God's ministers, and of his worship and service; is /a 
work of high esteem with* God. For these are the good 
deeds (as appears by the foregoing verses) for which Nehe- 
miah recommends himself to the Divine favour and remem- 
brance. And therefore, what shall we think of the times 
wherein we live ; when men account them the most reli- 
gious to God-ward, who would unfurnish the house of God 
most, and who most rob his priests? This is the reflection 
which Mr. Mede made upon these words of Nehemiah, 
book i. discourse xxxiv. 

Ver. 15. In those days saw I in Juddh some treading 
wine-presses on the sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and 
lading asses: as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner 
of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath- 
day.]* The treading wine-presses, shews that he came back 
in the latter end of the year, (as I have explained in the 
end of days, ver. 6.) when he found them carrying in sheaves 
and wine,* and all manner of burdens (that is, doing all 
manner of work), on the sabbath, as if it had been a com- 
mon day. 

And I testified against them in the day wherein they sold 
victuals.] Or, as Pcllieanus translates it, I contested with 
them, that they should sell provisions on such days as they 
might be sold, and not on the sabbath. 

Ver. 16. Tliere dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which 
brought fish, and all manner of ware.] The city of Tyre was 
a place of great trade, and, lying on the sea, abounded with 
fish, which they brought from thence to Joppa, and so to 
Jerusalem. Tyre was nigh to Sidon, which had its name 
(as Justin saith, lib", xviii.) " ab ubcrtate piscium," from 
plenty offish. 

And sold on the sabbath unto the children ofJudah, and 
in Jerusalem.] Not only in the country, but in the holy city, 



as Jerusalem was called, where holy assemblies were to be 
held, and God worshipped solemnly^ on the sabbath. 

Ver. 17. Then I contended with the nobles ofJudahJ] As 
I had done before, ver. 11. for. they who did not correct 
abuses when it was in their power, were more in fault than 
they that committed thera. 

And said unto Ahem, Wliat evil thing isAhis.that.ye do, 
and profane the sabbath- day ?] For if they had exercised 
their authority, the people durst not have done as they did. 

Ver. 18. Did not your fathers thus? and did not our 
God bring alLthis evil upon, us, and upon this city?] He 
bids them reflect and consider, that this was one of the 
crimes of which their fathers were guilty; for which God 
suffered them to be carried captive out of their land, and 
their city to be destroyed. (See Jer. xvii. 19—21, &e.) . 

Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel, by profaning the 
sabbath.] This aggravated their' guilt, that they would not 
beware of those sins which had been their ruin ; and would 
bring greater judgments upon them, because they were not 
amended by what they had suffered. 
- Ver. 19. And it came to pass, that when the gates of Je- 
rusalem began to be dark.] That is, wh6n they who sat there , 
could not see to do any thing, which was about sunset- 
ting, the mountains about Jerusalem intercepting the light 
there sooner than in other places.. 

Before the sabbath.] In the evening of that day. 

I commanded, that the gates. should be shut, and charged 
that they should not be opened till after the sabbath ; and 
some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should no 
burden be brought in on the sabbath-day. ] It seems, he 
could not trust to the common porters of the gates ; and 
therefore appointed some of his own family, who he knew 
would neither be careless nor corrupted, to see the gates 
were kept shut, and all traffic hindered. 

Ver. 20. So the merchants, and sellers of all kind of ware.] 
Who came from Tyre and other places, (ver. 16.) 

Lodged without Jerusalem once or. twice.] In the open 
fields (as appears by the next verse), where, perhaps, they 
pitched their tents, and opened their packs, hoping to sell 
their wares on the sabbath to the country people, though 
they could not get admittance into Jerusalem. 

Ver. 21. Then I testified against them, and said unto, 
them, Why lodge ye about the wall?] He solemnly declared 
to them,. and called God to witness, that he would not suf- 
fer them to lodge there any more. 

If ye do so again, I will lay hands on you.] Seize their 
persons and their goods, and punish them as offenders. 

From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath.] 
Such power have good magistrates ; especially, when they 
aTe resolute. And it is very observable, that these being 
men of other nations, were not bound by the law of the 
sabbath, and did not transgress in breaking it; yet he 
would not permit them to make the Jews, who were under 
the obligation of the law, to break it; and thereby trouble 
the commonwealth of Israel, by drawing the people into 
sin. It is also observable, that though buying and selling 
was not a servile work, yet he thought this comprehended 
in those words, "Thou shalt do no manner of work.". 
4 Ver. 22. And I commanded the Levites, that they should 
cleanse themselves, and that they should come and keep the 
gates, to sanctify the sabbath-day .] He thought the Levites 
would be more reverenced than his servants ; and therefore 
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appointed them to this office of keeping the gates .. on, the 
sabbath-day, that it might not fail to . be sanctified as it 
ought to be. And they being also on that day to attend 
upon other offices which were holy, he commanded them 
also to cleanse themselves, by some known purification, 
which might procure them the greater reverence. There 
was another reason why he joined the Levites with his 
servants to look after the gates on the sabbath-day, be- 
cause he would have this watch continued, when he and 
his servants were gone from Jerusalem, till this evil cus-, 
torn was quite broken. > m < I a i 10 

Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare 
me according to the greatness of thy mercy. ~\ He had be Tt 
seecheil God to remember his good deeds; (ver. .14.) but, to 
shew* that he did not think there was any proper merit or ; 
worthiness in them, which required. a reward. as ^ debt in 
justice due unto, them, he here explains himself, and de- 
sires to be rewarded, or rather pardoned; out of God's free 
goodness, according to the greatness or the multitude of his 
mercies. * * ' I f ; * 

Vcr. 23. In those days also saiv I Jews that had married 
wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of Moab.] They had at 
this very time married strangers, as Pellicanus thinks ; and 
by what Nehemiah did for their correction, one would 
think some were again revolted into that sin, which they 
had most solemnly renounced both before him and before 
Ezra, (chap. x. 30. Ezra x.) So hard is it to foot out tares, 
which will be continually sprouting up again. 

Ver. 24. And their children spake half in the speech of 
Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews' language, but ac- 
cording to the language of each people.] Whom they had 
married. For their mothers, with whom they were bred, 
spake to them in the language of their own country, and 
not in the language of the Jews; which it seems by this 
was very different from that of Ashdod, though they were 
neighbours to the Philistines. And so was the language 
of the Egyptians, and other countries thereabout, very dif- 
ferent, as Bochartus observes in his Canaan, lib. ii. cap. 1. 
(See Scaliger, de Emend. Temp. lib. vi. p. 5S0.) But there 
doth not Seem to have been such difference between the 
language of the Canaanites and the Hebrews in the time 
of Abraham; for he made use of no interpreters, that we 
read, of, in his conversation ^vvith them. Yet it is probable, 
that by length of time these people had altered their lan- 
guage very much/ which was preserved pure among the 
Jews. 

Ver. 25. And I contended with them, and cursed them.'] 
He expostulated with them, and denounced God's judg- 
ment against them ; or, as Aben Ezra thinks, he excommu- 
nicated them, and cast them out of the society of God's 
people. But that was in use only when they could not 
punish offenders according to their law/which now they 
had power to do; and accordingly it follows, that ho did 
inflict punishments upon them. • • 

And smote certain of them.] Ordered the officers to beat 
some of the most notorious offenders, cither with rods, or 
with scourges, according to Deut. xxv. 2. 

And plucked off their hair.] Which was a great disgrace 
in those eastern' countries; (see Isa. i. 6. Jer. xlviii. 37.) 
the hair being esteemed a great ornament, and a token one 
was a free-man. Therefore plucking off the hair was a put- 
ting them to shame, and making themlook like vile slaves. 



And made them sivear by God, saying, Ye shall not give 
your daughters unto their sons, nor take their daughters 
unto yotlr sons, or for yourselves.] He also took an oath of 
them that they, would reform. But this he had done before ; 
(chap. x. 29, 30.) and therefore; since the most sacred pro- 
mises of amendment did not keep them fast to God, he also 
severely chastised them in the manner before related, that 
nothing might be wanting to make them better. 

Vcr. 2G. Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these 
things?] He argued also with them, and persuaded them 
to amend, from the example of the greatest men, who had 
been undone by such marriages, particularly king Solomon. 

Yet among many nations was there no king like him, who 
was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Is- 
rael : nevertheless, even him did outlandish women cause to 
sin.] As much as to say, If such aman as he,who excelled 
all men in wisdom, and was so highly in God's favour, that 
he. preferred him before all his brethren to be king over all 
Israel, was not safe from seducement by strange vyomen, 
how shall ye be able to preserve yourselves from their en- 
ticements? 

Ver. 27. Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this 
great evil, to transgress against our God, in marrying 
strange wives?] That is, Would you have me connive at 
this wickedness, and so bring guilt upon myself, and ruin 
upon you ? 

Ver. 28. And one of the sons of Joiada, the son ofElia- 
shib the high-priest.] It is supposed (hat Eliashib died be- 
fore Nehemiah returned from Persia, and Joiada his son 
succeeded him, one of whose sons had offended in this 
matter. He was his grandson. 

> Was the son-in-law to Sanballat the Horonite.] .He is 
said by Josephus to be that Manasseh, who, by Sanballat's 
interest, procured leave to build a temple in Mount Geri- 
zim, to which all the Jews that had married strange wives 
resorted, (lib.xi. cap. 8.) and, as Solomon Virga saith, in 
Schebet Judah, he made proclamation in all the countries 
round about, that whosoever would come to his temple, 
they should pay neither first-fruits nor tithes, but only make 
voluntary offerings; by which he gained many of the poor 
sort to him. (See Selden, lib. ii. de Synedr. cap. 15, p. G23.) 

Therefore I chased him from me.] That he should not 
serve at the altar; which Josephus will have to be decreed 
by the great Sanhedrin, who, if he' would have before them 
renounced that unlawful wife) and put her away, offered ^o 
continue him in the exercisie of his priesthood. See Sel- 
den, de Succession, in Pontif. lib. ii. cap. G. and lib. ii. de 
Synedr. cap. 15. p. 649. where he observes, that Solomon 
Virga saith, he was put out of his ministry at the temple 
by an assembly of all the priests, who met together and ex- 
pelled him. . But there was no need of their authority, for 
Nehemiah himself chased him from him, that is, banished 
him from Judea, as Bertram expounds this phrase, in his 
de Repub. Jud. cap. 13. p. 1G5, &c. 

Ver. 20. Remember them, O my God.] To punish them 
(that is, according to their deserts), as he desired God to 
remember him by rewarding him for the good he had done. 
But Rasi takes it for a prayer to God, to reform them and 
render them good for evil. 

Because they have defiled the priesthood.] God required 
greater purity in the priests than in other Israelites, and in 
the high-priests especially, who might marry none but a 
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virgin of his own people. (Sco Lev. xxi. 6, 7. onto 
ver. 10.) 

And the covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites.] 
There was a covenant made with Phinehas (Numb.xxv.) 
of an everlasting priesthood, which they had violated, bo- 
cause the covenant was mutual, binding them to observe 
the laws of the priesthood, as God engaged himself to pre- 
serve them in their office. What covenant was made with 
the Lcvitcs, I do not find ; but I suppose the meaning is, 
they dishonoured the whole tribe of Levi, who were set 
apart for Divine ministries. For it is likely some of the 
Levitcs had transgressed in this matter, by the bad exam- 
ple of the priests. This great corruption of the priests 
seems to bave been the occasion of God's sending Malachi, 
the last of the prophets, to correct it, after Ezra and Nehe- 
miah had not been able to root out this corruption. And 
the covenant bcre mentioned, was that made in the twen-' 
tieth of Artaxerxes, wherein they engaged to put away their 
.strange wives. Thus Dr. Alix, whose judgment I prefer 
to my own, in this point. - 

Ver. 30. Thus cleansed I them from all strangers.] That 
is, both priests and Lcvites were separated from their 
strange wives. 



And appointed tlte wards of the priests and the Levites, 
every one in his business.'] To observe their courses of at- 
tendance at the houso of God, and every one to perform 
there that business which was proper to him. 

Vcr.31. And for the wood~offering, at times appointed, 
and for the first-fruits.'] He commanded them to observe 
the decrees which had been passed some time ago, (chap. 
x.34, 35.) Maimonides, in his treatise of the Manner of 
offering Sacrifices, chap. 14. gathers from these words, 
that it was lawful for any man, freely to vow cither wine, 
or frankincense, or oil, or wood, to burn on the altar: for 
this, saith ho, was a kind of sacrifice or offering, as Nehc- 
miati here informs us. 

Remember me, O my God, for good.] He concludes his 
book with a short prayer to God, wherein he commends 
himself, and all he had done, unto God's gracious accept 
ance. As it becomes all men, especially those who are 
employed in Divine things,ifthcy have done any thing that 
is good, to remember it was by God's help and assistance, 
not by their own power; beseeching the Father of mercies, 
by his only-begotten Son, to make it serviceable to his 
church, and his own good. Thus Joh.Wolfius concludes 
his commentary upon this book. 



THE 



BOOK OF ESTHER. 



! HERE is a great variety of opinions concerning the 
autKor of this book. Whom a great number of late inter- 
preters, and some of the Hebrew doctors, take to have 
been Mordecai ; which is the common opinion of the La- 
tins, and of Clemens Alexandrinus among the Greeks ; 
which, they think, is sufficiently warranted by those words 
in the ninth chapter, ver. 20, &c. where it is said, Mordecai 
wrote all these things, and sent letters unto the Jews, &c. 
This, they think, relates to this whole history, which he 
wrote as it is recorded in this book : but those words plainly 
relate only to the decree of observing the feast ofPurim 
perpetually; which supposes they had been acquainted 
with the occasion and ground of it, before those letters 
came, as Huetius observes; who therefore is of the same 
opinion with the Talmudists in Baba Bathra, that this book 
was written by the men of the great synagogue. Which 
opinion he the rather embraces (though I sco no ground at 
all for it), because it comprehends theirs who think Mor- 
decai was the author, and theirs who ascribe it to Ezra, 
and theirs who think it was Joiakim the son of Jeshua the 
high-priest ; for all these might well have been in that syna- 
gogue. Whoever was the author, Maimonides saith (in 
his More Ncvochim, par. ii. cap. 45.) their wise men openly 
declare, the bookof Esther was dictated by the Holy Ghost; 
that is, as he explains it, by a motion or impulse (as he 
calls it) fronrthc Spirit* of God, who excited him to write 



this history, as by the saine motion others indited psalms, 
and gave wholesome precepts, to regulate the lives of men. 
(See chap. x. 3.) 

And that this history fell out after the captivity of Ba- 
bylon was ended, and after the time of Darius the Mede, 
is very evident: for Shushan was not the royal city of the 
Medes, but of the Persians. Nor had the Medcs so large 
a dominion, as from India to Ethiopia. But in what reign 
of the Persian kings these things fell out, is hard to deter- 
mine. (See the last verse of this book.) 



CHAP. L 

Ver.l. JSoWit came to pass, in the days of Ahasuerus.] 
This was a Persian, but which of them is a great doubt; 
for learned men think several of them had this name. 
There are, I think, eight several opinions about him here 
mentioned. Our great primate Usher takes him to have 
been Darius Hystaspcs ; but he married the daughter of the 
great Cyrus, to confirm himself in his kingdom, and would 
not have so easily parted with her as Ahasuerus did with 
Vashti. The great Scaligcr therefore thinks him to have 
been his successor Xerxes; whose wife's name being 
Amystris, he takes her for Esther, this name being in the 
Persian language Ham-Esther. But this hath been con- 
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futed by many. learned men, particularly by Jacobus Ca- 
pellus ; who observes, that this Amystris was the daughter 
of a powerful man among therPersians, whom Herodotus 
calls Otanes. Several other reasons he gives against this 
in hisHistoriaSacra^et Exotica, ad A. M. 3640., 3650. 
where by good arguments he proves itwas hot Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, nor Darius Nothus, nor Artaxerxes Mncmon, 
but concludes, that it was the next king, Ochus, which 
agrees well with his Persian name, which was Achasch, to 
which Verosch being added as his surname, he was called 
by the Persians Achasch- Verosch, which the Greeks trans- 
lated Ahasuerus. 

(This is Ahasuerus which reigned from India even unto 
Ethiopia, over a hundred and seven-and-twenty provinces ).] 
AVe are told by Herodotus, that Darius conquered India, 
(lib. iv. qap. 44.) And there might well be so many pro- 
vinces between that and Ethiopia, whether we understand 
thereby the country .beyond Egypt, or that near Arabia. 
Herodotus seems to direct us to the former, when he saith, 
That Darius found by his conquests, that Asia, in that 
eastern part of the world, was like to Lybia. 

Ver. 2. That in those days, when the king Ahasuerus sat 
on the throne of his kingdom.] .Enjoying peace and quiet- 
ness throughout his large dominions. Some think, this 
phrase, when he sat on the throne of his kingdom, signifies 
when he began to reign. But this is confuted by ver. 3. 
which saith, in the third year of his reign he did what 
follows. 

Which was in Shushan the palace.] This was a noble 
city, which Strabo calls IIoAiv a&oXoyorarrjv, a most famous 
and highly-to-be-praised city ;, where Cyrus and the Per- 
sian kings, after the conquest of the Medes (whose coun- 
try was temote),. settled their royal seat, that they might 
not be far from Babylon. The country about it also was 
wonderfully fruitful; producing a hundred, and sometimes 
two hundred fold, as he writes, lib.xv. p. 727. 731. It 
was built, as Pliny saith, by Darius : (lib. vi. cap. 27.) or 
rather enlarged, by building there a most magnificent palace, 
as yElian explains it; (lib. xiii. de Animal, cap. 59.) which 
Aristotle, in his book de Mundo, calls Bavuavrbv fiaaiXtiov 
oikov, a wonderful royal palace, shining with gold, and am- 
ber, and ivory. 

. Ver. 3. In the third year of his reign, he made a feast unto 
all his princes and his servants.] By his servants are meant 
his subjects ; who were called servants in the eastern coun- 
tries. And it was the manner of the Roman emperors 
sometimes to feast all the people of Rome, as well as the 
senate. * w <h w n 

The power of Persia and Media.] And first he speaks of 
the feast made for the great men, whom he. calls tiiepower 
of Media and Persia; men in power, as we now speak. 

The nobles and princes of the provinces, being before him.] 
He explains who they were; the governors of provinces, 
and other noble persons, who were all then at hid* court. 
The word partheinim, which we translate nobles, softie 
would have to be the corruption of the Greek* Word Vapar: 
rifiog, honourable persons ; and Junius, with others, deduce 
it from the Greek word ^rpwroc. But the Greeks were not 
yet got among them ; and therefore it is a Persian word, 
signifying governors, as R. Solomon expounds it: and 
Joseph Kimchi thinks they were such great men as go- 
verned that tract of .land that lay upon the river Phrath, 

vol. n. 



that is, Euphrates. But Hottingcr will have it to be a 
compound word from par,^ which signifies /ugr/e, and ram, 
which signifies spirit; as much as to say, high-spirited or 
heroic persons : which seems to me to be but an ingeni- 
ous conceit. 

What the occasion of this feast was, is variously con- 
jectured. Some think, it was begun on his birth-day. The 
Targum saith, a great rebellion had been lately suppressed, 
which filled him with joy. , But the next words seem to in- 
form us, that.it was to shew his magnificent greatness to 
all. his subjects* For in those .countries. they delighted 
much in making great feasts; as we read afterward, that 
Alexander (when he was there) entertained , TtrpaKoaiovg 
tiytfiavaQ, four hundred captains, or great commanders, who 
all sat in silver chairs, &c. as Duris tells us in Athenaeus, 
lib. i. Deipnosoph. cap. 14. 

Ver. 4. When he shewedthe riches of his glorious kingdom; 
and the honour of his excellent majesty, many days, even a 
hundred and fourscore days.] Which was for the space of 
six months; from the vernal to the autumnal equinoxj 
which is a hundred fourscore and seven days. For Vashti 
kept, a feast of seven days, at the. end of his feast for the 
women of Susa, as Ochus did for the men, (ver. 7. 10.) Thus 
Jacobus Capellus. Some indeed will have it, that he was 
thus long in making preparation for this splendid enter- 
tainment, which did not last many days. But this custom 
is continued still to this day, of keeping an annual festival 
a hundred and eighty days, if we may give credit to Dr. 
Fryar, who lived lately in this country, and gives us an ac- 
count of it in his Travels', (letter v. cap. 12. p. 348.) 

Ver. 5. And when these days iverc expired, the king made 
a feast unto all the people that were present in Shushan the 
palace, both unto great and small, seven days.] Not only to 
the inhabitants of Shushan, but to all that were present in 
the city, out of all parts of his dominions, thelsraclites not 
excepted, as the Targum saith. * . 

In the court of the garden of the ^king's palace.] In the 
entrance of the- royal palace; which was very spacious, 
and planted with all sorts of fruit-trees, and aromatics, as. 
the Targum explains it.' \ 

Ver. G. Where were white, green, and blue hangings, 
fastened with cords of fine linen and purple to silver rings 
and pillars ofma?'ble.]How thfe Targum came to fancy 
that these hangings, being spread from one tree to another; 
were tied to them with silken purple strings, I know not; 
for the text saith expressly, they were hanged on pillars of 
marble, set up, no doubt, for. that purpose. 

Tlie beds were of gold and silver.] On which they sat, or 
rather lay, at their meat. The beds themselves were of me- 
litim (as Jonathan expresses it), of the softest wool ; that 
is, the Milesian, whieh is the best in the world, as, Bo* 
chartiis hath observed out of many authors, in his Phaleg. 
lib.d. cap. 8. But the bedsteads were of gold and silver ; 
that is, studded with gold and silver, or overlaid with plates 
of them, as the manner, was; as Dietcricus shews in his 
Antiq. Biblicae, p. 388.. < i.I .. . * . . ? 

Upon a pavement of red, and blue, and white, and black 
marble.]. In the Hebrew, Upon a pavement. ofbahdt, and 
ses, and dar, and. sochereth, which signify several sorts of 
stones, as Bochartus hath proved beyond contradiction: 
but what stones are here meant is not easy to resolve, nor 
is it of much moment to know. He hath spent .ailargd 
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chapter to' prove that dar signifies a pearl; which, though 
very precious, it is not incredible was used in this Persian 
luxury, among other stones, to adorn this pavement. Which 
he justifies by many good arguments ; and shews there are 
examples of* such profuseness in other histories, (Hiero- 
zoicon, par. ii. lib. v. cap. 8.) Drusius also hath said a 
great deal about sochereth, to which I refer the learned 
reader, Miscellanea, cent. i. cap. 74. < 

Ver. 7. And they gave them drink in vessels of gold (the 
vessels being diverse one from another), and royal wine in 
abundance, according Jo the state of the king.'] There was 
a great variety of wines, it is likely, as well as great plenty; 
and great variety of vessels to drink in, different from all 
that they had seen. So Drusius translates those words in the 
parentheses, variantia diversa vasa, as the Jews arc said, 
chap. iii. 8. to have laws different from all other people, 
where there is the same word. (Miscellanea, cent. i. cap. 16.) 
Strabo saith, these princes w T ere so luxurious, that they had 
their wine from Syria, called chalyboniium; and the water 
they drank with it, from Eulasus, it being Travroyv tkatppora- 
rov, the lightest of all other waters. 

Ver. 8. And the drinking was according to the law; none 
did compel.] The plainest translation seems to be, the drink- 
ing according to custom, none did compel. . It was customary 
to compel men to drink more than they had a mind to'do ; 
but this. prince left every man to his liberty, that no man 
should incur any displeasure if he did not drink what 
others would impose upon him. But Drusius thinks the 
word dath never signifies a custom. 

For so the king had appointed to alt the officers of his> 
house, that, they should do according to every man's plea- 
sure.] Which made the feast most acceptable, when every 
one drank for his own pleasure, and not for other men's. 
And such had been the custom of the ancient Persians, 
who (as Xcnophon tells us) were very sparing in eating 
and drinking, though in his time they were grown extremely 
riotous. But nothing was more barbarous than their press- 
ing men to drink beyond their inclinations; which the son 
of Sirach expresses by the word SAijSwv, (Ecclus. xxxi. 
37.) it being no less inhuman to force a man to drink when 
he is not thirsty, than to deny him drink when he is. ready 
to perish with thirst. According to an ancient saying of 
Sophocles in Athenaeus, lib. x. To irphg fiiav irlvuv, 1<tov 
icak-iv t$ §t\p$v j&V To compel a man to drink by force, 
is as bad as to compel him to endure thirst for want of 
drink. 

Ver. 9. Also Vashti the queen made a feast for the wo- 
men.] I have before said, it is not likely (as primate Usher 
thinks) that this was Atossa the daughter of Cyrus, whom 
Darius Hystaspes married: for the reason of that match 
being to strengthen himself in the kingdom, he would not 
have so lightly parted with her. Jacobus Capellus thinks, 
by the addition of the word 'Par to her name, she. was 
called by the Persians Par- Vashti,, which by the Greeks 
is pronounced Parysatis, the mother of Artaxerxes Mne- 
mon. But she could not be the wife of Ochus, who was 
his son. 

In the royal house which belonged to king Ahasuerus.] 
Where she entertained the wives of the princes, and other 
women; not in the open air, as tho men were, but more 
privately, as was fit for women, who were not wont to cat 
together with men. 



Ver. 10. On the seventh day.j Which was in the conclu- 
sion of this feast. ' 

When the heart of the king was merry with wine.] Which 
made him a little forget himself, and not consider what be- 
came both his own state and that of the queen. 

He commanded Mehuman, Biztlia, Harbona, Bigtha, and 
Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven chamberlains tfutt 
served in the presence of AKasuerus the king.] These eu- 
nuchs (as the word is translated in the margin) were men 
of principal authority in the court; where they had great 
offices about the king. And therefore hie did her honour 
enough, in sending so many of them to wait upon her, and 
let her know his pleasure. 

. Ver. 11. To bring Vashti the queen before the king with 
the croiun-royal, to shew the people and the princes her 
beauty; for she was fair to look on.] It is a very absurd 
conceit of the former Targum, who saith, he commanded 
her to be brought quite naked, that her comely proportions 
might be seen, as well as her face. And yet in Pirke 
Eliezcr they are so hold as to say, it was the custom of the 
Persian kings to have' their wives publicly dance before 
them naked. It was too much, she thought, that he should 
expose her countenance' to be beheld, especially by all the 
people: which was contrary to the custom of that country; 
where they kept their wives very close from the sight of 
all men but themselves. 

. Ver.' 12. But the queen Vashti refused to come at tlie 
king's commandment by his chamberlains.] Which she might 
do out of modesty, not pride: because, as I said, it was 
contrary to the custom; and the great men, inflamed with 
wine, might be provoked by her beauty (as Jacobus Ca- 
pellus speaks) to lust after her. 

Therefore teas the king very wroth, and his anger burned 
in him.] It was the more immoderate, because his blood 
was heated with wine; which made his passion too strong 
for his reason. Otherwise he would not have thought it 
decent for the queen, nor safe for himself, to have her 
beauty (which was very great), exposed in this unusual 
manner. Josephus saith, he was the more enraged, be- 
cause he sent more than once to her, but still she refused 
to come. Which is not probable; for though it would 
have become him to send again to know her reason for re- 
fusing, yet he persisting in his command/ one would think 
she would have yielded obedience. 

Ver. 13. Tlien tlie king said to the wise men, ivhich knew, 
the times.] What had been done in former days; or, what 
was fit to be done on all occasions: men well versed in 
ancient histories (as Vitringa explains it), and in the laws 
and customs of their country; who were able to give 
counsel in all dubious and perplexed Ceases, such as this 
was, which rarely happened. (De Synag. Veteri, par. ii. 
lib. i. cap. 8.) 

(For so was the king's manner towards all that knew 
law and judgment.] It was his constant practice; and he 
did not forget this laudable custom even in his drink, to 
consult with his counsellors before he resolved any thing; 
who were skilled in tho laws of their country, and could 
judge what advice was to be given in all cases. 

Ver. 14. And the next unto him was Carshena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Mcmucau, the 
seven princes of Persia and Media.] These are called the 
king's seven counsellors in Ezra vii. 14. who took their 
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original from Daniel, who, being in great power under Da- 
rius the Mede, and having a great hand in framing the go- 
vernment of that state, caused the Persian court (as Mr. 
Mede conjectures) to resemble that of heaven, ordaining 
seven chief princes to stand before the king, as seven great 
angels are said in Scripture to stand before the throne of 
God.. (Sec book i. discourse x.) 

Which saw the king's face."] Who were his principal 
ministers, and admitted into his presence; which was not 
allowed to every one, but only to the great men of the 
kingdom. (See Grotius upon Matt, xviii. 10.) 

And tohich sat the first in the kingdom)*} Next to the 
king; being his royal judges, who determined what was 
right among the Persians, and were the interpreters of the 
laws of the country. Of whom Herodotus makes mention, 
lib. iii. cap. 14. 31. and Plutarch, in Artaxerxes, as pri- 
mate Usher observes. 

Ver. 15. Wliat shall we do unto the queen Vashti accord- 
ing to law, because she hath not performed the command- 
ment of king Ahasuerus by the chamberlains ?] These, words 
make it plain, that the forenamed great persons were the 
supreme judges what was law"; and that the king did not 
govern arbitrarily, by his own will and pleasure, but by the 
laws of the kingdom. . . 

Ver. 1G. And Memucan answered before the king and the 
princes.'] He is the last of the seven princes, mentioned 
ver. 14. which inclines mc to think, that the puny judge, 
as wc now speak, delivered his opinion first (as they do 
here), and so they spake in order till they came to the first. 
And thus I find the latter Targum takes it, He was the least 
of them, and therefore gave his opinion first. But others 
take it quite contrary, that Memucan was the president of 
the .council, or the king asked him first what he thought of 
the matter. ■ . , 

Vashti the queen hath not done wrong to the king only, but 
also to all the princes, and to all the people that are in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus.'] He declared it to be a 
crime of such a dangerous nature, that it would have a mis- 
chievous influence upon the whole kingdom, if it were not 
severely punished. 

Ver. 17. For this deed of the queen shall come abroad 
unto all women.] This transgression of the king's com- 
mandment (as Maimonides explains it, in More Nevoch. 
par. i. cap. 23.) will be known every where ; for it could 
not be concealed, being a public affront to his majesty. 

So that they sltall despise their husbands in their , eyes, 
when it shall be reported, The king Ahasuerus commanded 
Vashti the queen to be brought in before him, but she came 
not J] His opinion was, that, then they, would take upon 
them to disobey their husbands, and slight their commands, 
when they heard what Vashti had done, and was not pu- 
nished, for it. 

Ver. 18. Likewise shall the ladies of Persia and Media 
say this day unto all the king's princes, which have heard of 
the deed of the queen.'] He repeats it again, that it would 
have this effect immediately, especially on the great women, 
who, from this time forward, would take example by the 
queen, and say to their lords, Aro you more honourable 
than Ahasuerus the king, whose wife would not come when 
she was sent for? So the latter Targum. 

Tims shall there arise *too much contempt and wrath.] 
Contempt in the wives, and wrath in their husbands, 



which would make great brawlings and contentions in all" 
families. 

Ver. 19. If it please the king, let there go a royal com- 
mandment from him, and let it be written among the laws of 
the Persians and the Medes.] He would not have a mere 
order given, but a law made, which, as it follows, should 
stand inviolable. The same Targum saith, that Memucan 
had married a wife, who, being richer than himself, was 
very proud, and would not speak to him but in her own 
language; and now he took this opportunity to be ^re- 
venged of her, and make her do whatever he pleased. 

Jliat it be not altered.] This was cunningly done, saith 
the same Targum; for if she had recovered the king's fa- 
your, when his anger was over, this counsel might have 
cost him his head. But what made laws unalterable among 
them is uncertain. The Targum saith, because the king con- 
firmed it by an oath, and then it became immutable : or, 
it was sealed, not only by the king, but by all the princes, 
as one would guess from Dan. vi. 8. 12. 15. 

That Vashti come no more before king Ahasuerus ; and 
let the king give her royal estate unto another that is better 
than she.], This was a very rigorous decree. But Drusius 
observes, that the Persians were inclined to be severe to 
their wives. 

. Ver. 20. And when, the king's decree, which he shall make, 
shall be published throughout all his empire (for it is great), 
all the wives shall give to their husbands honour, both to. 
great and small.] For none would dare .to disobey, when 
they heard that the greatness of the queen could not pre- 
serve her from such a heavy punishment. 

Ver. 21. And the saying pleased the king and the princes; 
and the king did according to the word of Memucan.] 
With whom all the other six judges concurred in their 
opinion. 

Ver. 22. For he sent letters into all the king's provinces ; 
into every province according to the writing thereof , and to 
every people after their language.] The meaning seems to 
be, that this decree was published in every province, after 
the manner that such things used to be proclaimed, and in 
their own tongue, that every one, wonien as well as men, 
might understand it. 

Tliat every man should bear ride in his own house; and 
that it should be published according to the language of 
every people.] The decree runs thus in the Hebrew, That 
every man should bear rule in his own house, and speak in 
the language of his people. It seems the Persians had 
yielded so much to their wives, that when they had married 
a stranger, they suffered her to bring her own language 
into the family. But this decree altered that custom, and 
allowed no other language to be spoken in the family 
nut that of the man, and of the people among whom he 
lived. (See De Dieu.) And thus the former Targum, Every 
man shall rule in his own house, and compel his wife to speak 
in the language of her husband, and in the language of his 
people. Which, indeed, was a token of dominion; all con- 
querors endeavouring to bring in their own language' into 
the country which they have conquered. The latter Tar-r 
gum hath only these words, that every man shall be ho- 
noured in his own house, and speak according to the lan- 
guage of his people; that is, give his commands in his 
own language, which every one was bound to learn. 
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CHAP. II. 

Ver. 1. JxFTER these things, when the wrath of king 
Ahasuertis was appeased, he remembered Vashti, and what 
she had done, and what, was decreed against her.] When his 
anger was abated, and the wine gone out of his head, his 
ancient love began to revive to Vashti, whose beauty was 
exceeding charming; but then he remembered withal her 
undutiful behaviour, and the decree he had passed against 
her, which was irrevocable, so that he was in a great strait. 
Yet the latter Targum saith he called for the seven princes, 
who had given him the forenamed counsel, and said unto 
them, I am no longer angry at Vashti, but* at you, who, 
from what I said in my drink, took occasion to destroy her; 
and thereupon commanded them all to be slain. For which 
there is no ground ; but by what follows it appears to be a 
fable. 

Ver. 2. Then said the king's servants that ministered unto 
him, Let there be fair young virgins sought for the king.] The 
same servants, in all likelihood, mentioned ver. 14. of the 
foregoing chapter, who continually attended him. And 
when they saw him afflicted, contrived by a new love .to 
blot out the remembrance of the old. 

Ver. 3. And let the king appoint officers in all the pro- 
vinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together all tlie 
fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace.'] The better to 
divert him, they propound that a great number of the most 
beautiful virgins that could be found should be brought 
from all parts to Shushan, that out of them he might take 
his choice which of them he would make his queen. 

To the house of the womenJ] Or rather of the virgins; for 
the house of those who were women or wives was different 
from this, and under another governor," (ver. 14.) 

Unto the custody of Hegai the king's chamberlain, keeper 
of the women.] Of the virgins, as Shaashgaz was of the wo- 
men or concubines, (ver. 14.) 

And let their things for purification be given them.] In 
this*house, saith the former Targum, there was a place fof 
bathing, and they were furnished with ointments and :pei> 
fumes, and all other things necessary either for ornament 
or cleanliness; for the Hebrew word signifies both. 

Ver. 4. And let the maiden which pleaseth. the king be 
queen in the stead of Vashti. And the thing pleased the king ; 
and he did so.] He approved of the advice, and gave order 
about it. . . , r . - , r Vj ., 

Ver. 5. Noiv,in Shushan the palace there was a certain 
Jew, whose name was Mordecai.] Who is thought by some 
to have come to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel(bccause one of 
that name is mentioned in his company), but returned back 
again to Babylon, being one of the king's servants ; foi> he 
was one of his guard, .or keeper of the door; or, as we 
translate it, he sat in the king's gate, (ver. 19. 21.) But this 
was another Mordecai, as appears from the time wherein he 
lived, in the latter end of the Persian empire. .*.. 

The son ofJair, the son ofShimei, thesonofKish,a Ben- 
jamite.]<Thc latter Targum here give's his pedigree. down 
from Benjamin, the son of Jacob, but mixed I with such 
fables that no credit can be given to it* % iry'von 

i % Ver; 6. Who had been carritd away from Jerusalem with 
the captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah 
king ofJudah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon 



had carried away.] Mordecai vas not then carried away, 
but Kish, who is mentioned just before, from whom Mordecai 
was descended; (Sce'our Rainoldus, Cens. lib. Apocryph. 
praelect. cxlvi.) And Bonfrcrins also hath well observed^ 
(in his appendix to his Praeloquium to his Commentaries 
on the Scripture/ chap. 7.) if he himself was then brought 
from Jcrusalem,hc must be at least a hundred and ten years 
old (supposing this history to have fallen out in the time 
of Darius Hystaspcs) when he came into" the place of Ha- 
inan ; for, from the captivity of Jeconiah, till their deliver- 
ance from captivity, was eighty-one years ; and from thence 
to the reign of Darius Hystaspcs' was almost twenty years, 
as EuseT)ius saith; and Haman was hanged in the twelfth 
year of this king; so here arc a hundred and ten years. 
But it is not credible that a man of such a great age should 
be advanced to such authority as he had ; alnd more incre- 
dible that Esther, who was his cousin-gcrman, should be 
beloved '. of Ahasnerus when she was an Old maid, as she 
must have been, if Mordecai, was of these years. 
' Ver. 7. And he brought tip Hadassah (that is, Esther), 
his uncle's daughter.] Her Jewishname was Hadassah, sig- 
nifying in Chaldee a myrtle, as the former Targum saith ^ 
but he* Persian name Was Esther, which he fancies was 
from the Greek word *A<rnjp, a star. But the other Targum 
derives it from satar, which • signifies hidden, because she 
was hidden in: Mordecai's house & long time, and no man 
saw her but he ; or rather, because her nation was con- 
cealed, and not known. Primate Usher thinks, that as Vashti 
was' Atossa, so* Esther was she whom the heathens called 
Artystona ; who, as Herodotus saith, was the wife Darius 
loved above all other^ and had her statue made of pure gold, 
(lib. ill, cap. 88: and lib. vii.cap. 09.) He saith, indeed/that 
she also was another -daughter of Cyrus, and sister to 
Atossa; but he was either ignorant (as that great man thinks) 
of the Persian genealogies; of out of envy concealed their 
original; It is more likely he gives a true account Of her 
descent/as he doth of other things, and she was not Esther. 
'For she had neither: father nor mother.] Her father died; 
saith the former Targum, when her mother was big with 
child of her, and her mother died as soon as she was 
brought to bed. 

And tlie maid was fair and beautiful ; whom Mordecai 
(ivhen her: father and mother were dead) took for Ms own 
daughter.] The Vulgar translates it, adopted her for his 
daughter. Which doth' not signify such an adoption as 
amonjjthe Romans (as Mr; Selden observes)/but only pa- 
ternal love and care to .bring up a child who had lost her 
parents. Por the Hebrew doctors are so'far from acknow- 
ledging any adoption, that they say he took her to make 
her his wife. So Jarchi by bat {daughter'] understands 
beth, a house; which the" LXX. follow; he educated her 
tig ywaJtca, to be his wife, (lib. de Succession, cap. 4. p. 18.) 
Ver. 8. 'Soil came to pass, when the king's commandment 
and 'his decree wasMdrd, and when many maidens were 
gathered together vnto Shushan the l palace, to the custody 
of HegaijthatEsthenwdS brought also unto the king'shouse, 
lothi aistody of Hegai ^keeper of the women:] The words 
which we translate" iu^ brought, may be translated was 
taken; and that by force, as the word sometimes signifies, 
and as the former Tatgurh here explains it; she teas brought 
by violence. The latter Targum tells the manner of it at 
large; That Mordecai, hearing of tliis order, hid his cousin 
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in a private place where the. officers could not find her. 
But when the virgins were gathered together, and Esther 
was missing, whom all the neighbours knew to be a very- 
great beauty, they procured an order from the king to 
Mordecai, that upon pain of death he should produce her; 
jvhich he did. But perhaps I take too much notice of. these 
Jewish fables. ~ r> * , 

Ver. 9. And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained 
kindness of him.]- That is, Hcgai; who was much taken with 
her countenance, and her mien, and her sweet disposition 
(it is likely), and all other things, which he thought would 
make her acceptable to the king. 

And he speedily, gave her her things for purification.] 
That she might be fit before the. usual time to go in unto 
the king; that is, in a year's time, as some understand it, 
(ver. 12. 16.)* oi c : H % 

With such things as belonged to her.] .For ier clothes and 
diet, which the former Targum makes to be very sumptuous. 

And seven maidens.] .One for every day, of the week, saith 
the same Targum, whose names he gives us, and the' days 
of the week on.which they waited. 

Which were meet to be given her, out of the king's house.] 
Persons of quality, fit to attend hen 

And he preferred her and her maids unto the best place of 
the hous& of the women.] And did her so much honour, that 
he assigned her and her maids the best apartment in the 
house of the virgins. 

Ver. 10. Esther had not shewed her people nor her kin- 
dred; for Mordecai had charged her that she should not 
shew it.] Lest she should be contemned, and looked upon 
as no better than .a slave. 

Ver. 11, And Mordecai walked every day before the court 
of the women's house, to know how Esther did, and what 
should become of her.] He might walk there without being 
suspected, because he belonged to the court, and was a man 
of condition; for those that were carried away in Jeco- 
niah's captivity (as his ancestors were) were of the better 
sort, (2 Kings xxiv. 14, &c. Dan. i. 4.) And Esther might 
find means, by some of those, that attended her, to lethim 
know the state of her health, and of her affairs. 

Ver. 12. Now, when every maid's turn was come to go in 
to king Ahdsuerus, after that she had been twelve months.] 
They were kept close so long, that the king might be sure 
he should not be imposed upon by a child begotten by an- 
other man. And besides, it was suitable to the state of the 
kingto have them wait a great, while, before , they were 
brought into his company: and another reason here fol- 
lows. Herodotus explains the first words, lib. iii. cap. 69. 
where he saith, the Persian women go in to their husbands, 
iv TrtpirpoTry, in a circle, by turns, r - 

(For so were the days of their purifications accomplished, to 
wit, six montliswith oil of myrrh, and six months with sweet , 
odours.] It is observed by Pliny, lib. xiii. cap. 1. that oint- 
ments were first invented by the Persians ; which were very 
necessary in so hot a country, where men and women are 
apt to sweat much, and so smell rankly, .without great care 
to keep themselves clean and sweet. For which purpose 
the oil of myrrh was much used, being very fragrant, and 
apt also to make the sjrin soft and smooth, and to cleanse 
it from scurf. The sweet odour served to the same use, to 
take away all ill scents, and, as some think, to make the 
body more vigorous.* ■ > ' 



There are many authors (as Fortunatus Scacchus ob- 
serves) who take the word mor to signify not myrrh, but 
that fragrant herb which we call marum, or, as some think, 
marjoram, from which excellent oils were drawn: (lib. i. 
Myrothecium, cap. 60.) but he takes it, as.wc do, for 
mtjrrh; frpm v whence not only a noble oil was drawn, but 
being.beat to a powder, such a fumigation was made with 
it, as was offered unto their gods. Whence Atheneeus 
blames Alexander's arrogance, for suffering Sjuupva, teal ra 
aAAa S-v/^ajuara; myrrh and other sweet ddours to be offered 
to him, (lib. xii. cap. 8.) • r ; ' 1/ 

Six months.] This was a long time, which was set (first 
with that oil, and as many more with sweet odours) for 
their purification : or rather for their abstersion or cleans- 
ing, as the same Scacchus observes: fortherewere.no such 
purifications here used, as were among, the Jews ; but it is 
a known thing, that, as women in all countries were wont 
to spend a great deal of time in their dressing, and trim- 
ming up. of themselves, that they might appear well abroad; 
so much more in tl^is country, and when they were to go to 
the bed of a great king. A.year, indeed, was a long time ; 
but Athenseus saith, that among the Sybarites (who were & 
delicate,' luxurious people) there- was a sanction that the 
women, when. they were called. to the public sacrifices at 
great festivals, npb Iviavrbv rrjv -irapaaKevrjti iroitta^ai,wereto 
make preparation for it a yeai 'before. : * \ l 'j i.: : ; 

And with other things for the purifying of the women).] 
Whatsoever was proper for this purpose, was used in their 
preparations for thekirig's bed. 

Ver. 13. Then thus came every maiden unto the king; 
whatsoever she .desired tpas given her to go with her out of 
the house of the women unto the king's house.] Whatsoever 
ornaments or attendants she desired. .. . . 

* - Ver. 14. In the evening she went, and on the morrow she 
returned into the second house of the women, to the custody 
ofShaashgaz the king's chamberlain, which kept the concu- 
bines.] She returned no moreinto the former house, having 
lost her virginity: butwas treated in another house, as one 
of the king's wives: foir so concubines were, of a secondary 
sort, as I have often noted. 

Site came in unto, the king no more, except the king de^ 
lighted in her, and that she were called by name.] For every 
one's. name was registered, as the Targum .saith, and the 
night, I suppose, when she went in unto the king, r . 

Ver; 15. Now, when the turn of Esther, the, daughter of 
Abihail, the uncle of Mordecai (who had taken her for his 
daughter), was come, to' go in nnto the king, she required 
nothing.] But was contented with her own natural beauty, 
and desired nothing of art to repommendher. . \ 
\ But what Hegai the king's chamberlain, the keeper of the 
women, appointed.] Yet she did not refuse what he,. who 
had been so kind to her, ordered for her.. 

And. Esther obtained favour in the sight of all them that 
looked upon, her.] All that beheld her, as she passed from 
the house of the. women to the king's house v admired her 
beauty: which needed no ornament, for the greatest. orna- 
ments of virgins are modesty (as Pellicanus speaks), si- 
lence, well-disciplined eyes, a serene countenance without 
levity, a horror of all wantonness; which meeting all in 
her, made her acceptable to every one that saw her. i . - 

Ver. 16. So Esther was taken unto king Ahasuerus into 
his house-royal.] She was not sent back in the inorning 
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unto the second house of the women, as the rest were, but 
the king kept her in his own house, intending to make her 
more than a concubine. 

In the tenth month (which is the month Tebeth), in the 
seventh year of his reign.] He made tho great feast we read 
of in the foregoing chapter in the third year of his reign, 
in the end of which Vashti was sent away. How it came 
to pass that it was so long before Esther was advanced to 
succeed her, seems difficult to resolve: but we are to con- 
sider, that a great deal of time was spent in gathering the 
virgins together, and that she was a year in preparing her- 
self for admission to the king; and several, it is likely, 
went in before her, who had also their time for prepara- 
tion; and took some time, it is likely, to try how he liked 
her wit, humour, and conversation. 

Ver. 17. And the king loved Esther above all the women, 
and she obtained grace and favour in his sight more than 
all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her 
head, and made her queen in the stead of Vashti.'] She being 
at, this time, as Jacobus Capellus computes, twenty years 
old, ad A. M. 3645. But some make a question whether 
she did not commit a great sin to come at this dignity, not 
considering the custom of those times and countries. For 
those persons whom the king took into his bed after the 
manner beforementioned, were not harlots, but became his 
wives of a lower sort; for whom he provided ever after, 
and they were no longer chargeable to their parents or 
friends; nor might any other man marry them. Such a 
one Esther would have been, if he had not liked her so 
well as to do more for her.' Which, no doubt, was ordered 
by a special providence of God, who thus rewarded her 
virtue, and also preserved the whole nation of the Jews 
from perishing. 

T Ver. 18. Then the king made a great feast unto all his 
princes and his servants, even Esther's feast.~\ So it was 
called, because it was made in honour of her, and, if we 
may believe Josephus, lasted a whole month. 
... And he made a release to the provinces.] At this feast he 
gave the people some ease in their imposts, and forgave 
them some of the duties they were bound to pay him. 
Some have affirmed, that this is reported by Herodotus to 
have been the custom of the Persian kings at their mar- 
riages. But I can find no more than this in him, that 6 tea- 
Qiaraixtvog Ba<Tt\evg, &c. %vhen he was made king, he remitted 
the tribute that was due to him from all the cities, (lib. vi. 
cap. 59.) 

And gave gifts, according to the state of the king.'] He 
made great presents to the queen, as the manner of the 
Persian kings was; who gave to their queen at their mar- 
riage such a city to buy them clothes, such a one for 
their hair, another for their necklaces and other ornaments, 
and so for the rest of their expenses. Here the latter 
Targum tells an idle tale, how the king desired Esther to 
tell him what country <she was of, and who were her an- 
cestors from whom she descended. To which she answered, 
that her parents dying when she was an infant, she did not 
know who were her forefathers: which the king hearing, 
he released all men of their taxes, and gave them gifts, 
saying, I will be kind to all people of all nations, be- 
cause I will be sure to be kind to the people of Esther, 
who are among some of them. ' k / 

Ver. 19. And when the virgins tvere gathered together the 



second time, then Mordecai $a* in the king's gate.] This 
doth not signify that there was another inquisition for vir- 
gins after Esther was married; but, to join this history with 
what follows, he repeats what was said before, ver. 2.. that 
nt the time when this second collection of virgins was made 
for the choice of a new wife, as there had been one before 
when Vashti was married, then Mordecai was in attend- 
ance at the gate of the palace; and so proceeds to shew 
how he discovered a plot against the life of the king. 

Ver. 20. Esther had not yet shewed her kindred nor her 
people, as Mordecai had charged her.] Which he would not 
have her to discover, lest she should be hated for her na- 
tion's sake, or her nation be envied for her good fortune. 

For Esther did the commandment of Mordecai, like as 
when she was brought up with him.] A rare, example of 
virtue, that she should be so observant of him when she 
was a queen; for most forget what they were, when they 
are unexpectedly grown very great. 

Ver. 21. In those days (while Mordecai sat in the king's 
gate), two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and Teresh, of 
those which kept the door, were wroth, and sought to lay 
hand on the king Ahasuerus.] These were two great men, 
who, perhaps, kept the door of the king's bedchamber, and 
were incensed at the divorce of Vashti (whose creatures 
they were), or at the advancement of Esther, knowing her to 
be related to Mordecai, who they were afraid would be 
raised to greater power than themselves. Thus the former 
Targum writes, " Doth not the queen by her power with 
the king intend to turn us out of our places, and put in 
Mordecai?" therefore they resolved to poison him, as both 
that and the latter Targum understand it. ' • . * , 

Ver. 22. And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told 
it unto Esther the queen; and Esther certified the king thereof 
in Mordecai s name.] One of their servants; whose name 
(as Josephus saith) was Barnabazus, discovered the con- 
spiracy to Mordecai, who found means to inform Esther of 
it, and she acquainted the king with it from Mordecai. 

Ver. 23. And when inquisition was made of the matter, it 
was found ont.] His information which he gave to the king 
appeared to be true, upon a due inquiry into the matter. . 

Therefore they were both hanged on a tree: audit teas 
written in the book of the Chronicles before the king.] In the 
day-book, wherein all memorable things were recorded, to 
be read (as the Targum observes) before the king, when he 
required. Here we may see the infelicity and the danger of 
the most potent persons : the life of a great king depending 
upon the fidelity of one single person, whose service was 
neglected by the court, though a memorial was made of it. 
Thus all masters of families are obnoxious to the perfidi- 
ousness of their servants that wait upon them. They are 
the words of Conradus Pellicanus. 

CHAP. III. 

Ver. 1. jljlFTER these things.] Abont five years after, as 
appears from ver. 7. 

Did king Ahasuerus promote Ilaman the son of Hamme- 
datha the Agagitc.]. He was descended from the royal race 
of the Amalckite kings, and grown into great favour in tins 
court, as Daniel and big companions, who were of noble 
blood also, (Dan. i. 3.) The latter Targum hath given us the 
pedigree of Haman, up to Eliphaz, the eldest son of-Esau. 
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. And advanced him, and set his seat above all the princes 
that tvere with him.'] Either of his own or other nations. 
For it is likely the Persian kings, as the Chaldee before 
them, had many kings and princes, whom they had con- 
quered, with them, who had the honour sometimes to sit 
on royal seats before them, (2 Kings xxv. 28.) 

Ver. 2. And all the king's servants, that were in the king's 
gate, bowed and reverenced Hainan; for the king had so 
commanded concerning him.'] To bow the knee or the body 
to all great persons. was a common respect; for which 
there needed not a particular command to require this of 
every body with respect, to Hainan, since no doubt they 
did it to all princes, and would much more do it to him, 
who took place of them all, and was theprince's favourite. 
There was therefore some kind of Divine honour intended 
in this ; such asSvaspaid to the Persian kings themselves, 
to whom the Greeks would not pay this sort of respect',' 
because it was accounted Divine. And the word reverence 
imports something beyond boiving, which was falling flat 
upon their faces to the ground. Such prostrations. the 
kings of Persia expected: and Ahasuerus, to express his 
great affection to Hainan, would have it paid. to him. The 
former Targum I believe thought of this, when he saith, 
Tfiey in the king's gate bowed down to his image which lie 
hadset'up, and worshipped Haman. 

But Mordecai bowed not, nor did him reverence.] Be- 
cause he was of a nation devoted by God to destruction, 
with whom therefore the Jews would have no friendship, 
nor shew them any kindness, but remember the injuries 
they had done them, (Deut. xxv. 18, 19.) But this doth 
not seem a reason weighty enough; ,why he should not jiay 
him civil respect, which was given to all men in great 
place, especially since by denying it he might expose his 
whole nation to danger. This is an argument that there 
was something more intended: and accordingly the au- 
thor of the apocryphal additions to this book understood 
it, who represents Mordecai praying after this manner : 
"Thou knowest, O Lord, that it is not contumaey, nor 
pride, nor desire of vain-glory, that makes me not worship 
Haman; for 1 would willingly kiss his feet, for the safety 
of Israel: but I do it, that I may not prefer the glory of a 
man to the glory of God ; nor adore any one but thee my 
Lord alone." * 

Ver. 3. Then the king's servants, which tvere in the king's 
gate, said xinto Mordecai, Why transgressest thou the king's 
commandments?] I suppose it seemed strange to them, that 
one single person should refuse to do what every body did, 
especially since tliereby he disobeyed the king: therefore 
they expostulated with him, to make him sensible of his 
duty and his danger. 

Ver. 4. Noiv it came to pass, when they spake daily unto 
him, and he hearkened not unto them.] Seemed not to re- 
gard what they said, and perhaps gave them no answer. 

Tliat they told Hainan, to see whether Mordecafs matters 
would stand.] Whether he would persist in his stiffness, 
and what would be the issue of it. 

For he had told them thathewasa Jew;.] Beingmuch pressed 
by them, he confesses the reason why he could not do'as 
they did. For, that they might not think it was pride or 
sullenness that made him not comply with the- king's order, 
he acquaints them plainly of what religion and what nation 
he was; who might not shew any respect to an Amalekite 



(as some take it), or worship any but God alone, as I take 
the meaning to be. And thus the latter Targum here ex- 
plains it: when they asked- him why he did not obey the 
king, he answered, " What is the son of man that he should 
exalt himself? what is he that is born of a woman, who 
comes lamenting into the world, and is of few days, and 
then returns to his earth, that I should worship him? No, 
I worship God, the living God, who endures for ever/' &c. 
And so he goes on, describing very well the glorious ma- 
jesty of God, the Lord of heaven and earth, and thus'con- 
cludes, '" He is to be praised by us, and before him we 
ought to bow down ourselves/' 

• Ver. 5. And when Haman saw that Mordecai bowed not, 
nor did him reverence, then tvas Haman full of wrath.] It is 
likely he did not mind what every one did that was in the 
king's gate (where there was a great crowd), till he was told 
of Mordecai's neglect ; and then he marked him when he 
next passed by, and was highly enraged at him. 

Ver. 6. And he thought scorn to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone; for they had shewed him the people of Mordecai: 
wherefore Haman sought to destroy all the Jews that were 
throughout the whole kingdom of king Ahasuerus, even the 
people of Mordecai.] He disdained to take so poor a re- 
venge as to rid himself of one man alone, but resolved to 
make the whole nation suffer, who he knew were enemies' 
to that nation from whence he sprung. 
\ Ver. 7. In the first month (that is the month Nisan), in 
the twelfth year of king Ahasuerus, they cast Pur, that is 
the lot, before Haman, from day to day, and from month to 
month, to the twelfth month, that is the month AdarJ] It was 
the manner of the eastern country,, by casting lots into an 
urn, to inquire what days would be fortunate, and what not, 
to undertake any business in: according to which super- 
stition Haman endeavoured to find what time of the year 
was most favourable to the Jews, and what most unlucky. 
And first he inquired what month was most unfortunate, 
and found the month Adar,: which was the last month in the 
year, answerable to our February. For, as Guil. Schickard 
observes, there was no festival solemnity in this month, nor 
was it sanctified by any peculiar rifes. And 'then he in- 
quired the day, and found the thirteenth day was riot 
auspicious to them, (ver. 13.) Some think there were as 
many lots as there were days in the year, and for every day 
he drew a lot; but found none to his mind, till he came to 
the last month of all, and to the middle of it. (See Hot- 
tinger's Smegma Orientale, p. 75.) Now this'whole busi- 
ness was governed by a wonderful providence of God ; by 
whom these lots were directed, and not by the Pcrsiangods, 
to fall in the last month of the year; whereby almost a 
whole year intervened between the design and its execution, 
and gave time for Mordecai to acquaint Esther with it, and 
for her to intercede with the king, for the revoking or sus- 
pending his decree, and disappointing the conspiracy. 

Ver. 8. And Haman said unto king Ahasuerus.] Or ra- 
ther had said: for it is not likely he would cast his lots till 
he knew his mind, for fear he'should lose his labour. 
' There is a certain people scattered abroad, and dispersed 
among the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom.] For 
a great number of them, being well settled in the land of 
their captivity, would not return to Judea when Cyrus gave 
them leave ; whom Haman represents as a despicable peo- 
ple, or vagrants and stragglers (as the latter Targum un- 
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de'rstands it), dispersed here and there up and down in his 
dominions. 

And their laws are diverse from all people, neither keep 
they the king's laws.'] A proud, high-spirited people (as the 
same Targum represents the sense), who Jive by laws of 
their own, and will observe none of the king's; for they 
will neither eat of our meat, nor drink of our wine, nor keep, 
our festivals ; but have several of their own, on which they 
will not work, nor do the king's business. All which ho 
sets forth at large in that paraphrase. 

Tlierefore it is not for the king's profit to suffer them.] 
The former Targum thus glosses upon these words, " The- 
king gets nothing by them, while they live in this kingdom ; 
but what will he not get if he destroys them all?" The other. 
Targum makes him represent them as griping usurers, which; 
was to the damage of the king's people. 

Ver. 9. If it please the king, let it be written that they may 
be destroyed.] Ho desires, not only a verbal command, but 
an order in writing, for their utter extirpation as a pestilent 
people. . . • 

And I will pay ten thousand talents of silver.] He pro- 
mises to compensate the loss, of the tribute which they paid 
yearly by a vast sum of money, which he would pay imme- 
diately. But he intended not to pay o&e farthing of it 
himself, it being easy to raise it out of the spoil of the Jews', 
goods, (ver. 13.) . k \ . . , 

To the hands of those that have the charge of the business.] 
Not of those who had the charge to- kill them, but .'of those 
that received the, king's money; as appears by the next 
words; tobring it.into the king's treasuries* And §o. the 
same Targum, ",I will pay it into the hands of those % who- 
coin the king's money;" that is,. into the mint, as we now 
speak. . '} „ li/ii * t ' > vji« r 

Ver. 10. And the king took his ring from his hand, and 
gave it unto Haman the soti of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
the Jews' enemy.] Without any examination into the condi- 
tion of. the people, he consented, to their destruction. So, 
loath* are men that love their pleasure to take any pains to 
distinguish between truth and falsehood. . . . „•< 

~ Ver. 11. And the king said unto Haman, The silver is 
given unto thee, the' people also, to da with them ns it seemeth 
goodto thee.] He gave him power to draw up what decree^ 
he :pleased^ and seal it with .his own ring; but as for .the- 
money, he loved him so much, he would have none of it. . 

Ver. 12. TJien were the king's scribes called.] As there 
were sacred scribes among the Jews, who were men 
learned in the. law, so there were political both among them 
and other nations, as L'Empereur observes upon Bertram, 
de Itepub. Jud.p.381; . And there were two- sorts of them; 
one of which was -employed in writing public letters or 
contracts, and other acts that,were to be signed by au- 
thority, the more honourable and highest of which were 
such, as are called here the king's scribes, whom the Chal- 
dee calls, the king's notaries, and .we now call secretaries 
of state. . \ . • * ■ . •; 

On the thirteenth day of the first month.] This was not 
wisely projected, to let his desigu be known solong before 
it was to take effect; for .the king's mind might, alter, or 
the Jews might, find some way to deliver themselves, or 
might steal out of the kingdom. < , 

And there tvas written (according to all that Haman had 
commanded) unto the king's lieutenants, and to the governors 



that were over every province, and to the rulers of every 
people of every province, according to the writing thereof, 
and t6 every people after their language; in the name of king 
Ahasuerus wds it written, and sealed with the king's ring.] 
He himself indited the decree by the royalauthority, and 
made it, no doubt, as strict as it was possible; and per- 
haps commanded it to be executed under great penalties, 
by all manner.of officers, who were required to take care 
to sec it done. , And that none might be ignorant, it was 
written in the language of every people, and in the cha- 
racter they could read. 

Ver. 13. And the letters toere sent by posts into all the- 
king's provinces.] Concerning these posts which were in 
use among the Persians, see Herodotus, lib. viii. cap. 98. 
where, describing the dispatches which were sent into Per- 
sia to carry the hews of Xerxes's overthrow, he saith, 
Tovrltov $£ Ttov y Ayy(\u)v ovSlv e<m Saaaov, otl irapayivtrat. 
Svrjrbv tov, &c. There is nothing upon earth swifter than 
these messengers, whom neither snow, nor rain, nor heat, 
nor night, can hinder from finishing their course speedily.. 
The manner of which he there sets down, which the Per- 
sians, he saith/call \Ayyapftov. 

To destroy V to kill, and to cause to perish, all Jews, both 
young and old, little children and women, in one day, even 
ttpon the thirteenth day, of the twelfth month, and to take\ 
the sppil of them for a prey.] This was a strong motive to 
such abloody.exccution, that they who killed them should 
enrich themselves by their spoil? 

Ver. 14. The copy of the writing, for a commandment to 
be given in every province, was published unto all people, 
that they should be ready against that day.] Copies of this 
original decree of; the king-were, sent into every province,, 
and there ordered to *be published, requiring them to be 
ready against that day. 

Ver. 15, . Hie posts went out, being hastened by the king's 
commandment; and the decree was given in Shushan the 
palace.] He procured a* new commandment from the king, 
requiring their speedy delivery of this decree, that the 
people might not want time to. prepare for its execution ; 
and he also got it signed by the king's council; for that, 
seems to be meant by its being given in Shushan. 

And the king and Haman sat dowti to drink.] It is likely- 
Haman made an entertainment for the king, to thank him 
for his great kindness to him in this grant. ■ 

But the city Shushan tvas perplexed.] The Je\vs that 
lived there, who were very numerous, knew not what to 
do : and it is probable other people in the city were very 
fearful what, would bfecomO of them ; not knowing but that 
they might also suffer in such a massacre: and perhaps 
some of them were related to the Jews,,or had made friend- 
ship with thefcn, and therefore were much concerned at this 
horrid decree.* 



CHAP. IV. 

Ver. 1, rr HEN Mordecai perceived all that tvas done.] 
WIiich.it is likely he heard by some friend before it was 
publicly known, but did not express his grief till the edict 
was hung up. 

.. Mordecai rent his clothes.] Both before and behind, saith* 
the latter Targum. 
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And put on sackcloth icith ashes.'] As tho manner was, in 
great sorrow* 

And went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a 
loud and a bitter cry.'] Saying, as the same Targura ex- 
presses it, What a heavy decree is this which the king 
and Hainan have passed upon us 7 Not against a part of 
us, but upon us all, to root us out of the eaTth : where- 
upon all the Jews flocked about hira ; and he caused the 
book of the law to be brought to the gate of Shushan, 
covered with sackcloth; and therein he read those words 
of Moses in Dem. iv. 30, 31. " When thou art in tribula- 
tion, and all these things are come upon thee, in the latter 
days, if thou turn to the Lord thy God, and shall be obe- 
dient to his voice (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God), 
he will not forsake thee, nor destroy thee, nor forget the 
covenant of thy fathers, which he sware unto them." After 
which he exhorted them to fasting, humiliation, and re- 
pentance, according to tho example of the Ninevites. 

Ver. 2. And came even before the king's gate.] That his 
cry might come to the ears of Esther. 

For none might enter into the king's gate clothed with 
sackcloth.] But he durst not take his place in the gate, be- 
cause none that were in mourning might come there : so 
careful they were, not in the least to disturb the king in his 
pleasures. By this it appears, as from many other places, 
that In the gate they made their court, as we speak, and 
dispatched all public affairs (as I have noted often before), 
which was here practised more thanMn other places, be- 
cause the Persian monarchs lived more retired than other 
princes, few but those who attended them being admitted 
into their palace. 

Ver. 3. And in every province, whithersoever the king's 
commandment and his decree came, there was great mourn- 
ing among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing; 
and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.] All day long they 
fasted, and wept, and lamented * themselves; and in the 
night many lay, not in their beds, but on the ground in 
sackcloth and ashes. 

Ver. 4. So Esther's maids and her chamberlains came and 
told it her.] As a piece of news, or perhaps they understood 
there was some relation between them. 

TJten was the queen exceedingly grieved.] Imagining some 
mischief had befallen him, and not knowing what it was. 

And she sent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take 
away his sackcloth from hiin.] That he might come to court, 
and take his place in the gate. 

But he received it not.] This, no doubt, very much in- 
creased her grief. 

Ver. 5. Then called Esther for Hatach, one of the king's 
chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon her.] 
In whom the king had a great confidence, and whom she 
could entrust with such a message. 

And gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to know what 
it was, and why it was.] What was the cause of his weep- 
ing and wailing, and why he would not accept of the gar- 
ments which she sent him ; as the latter Targum very well 
explains it. 

Ver. 6. So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the street 
of the city, which was before the king's gate.] Where, it is 
like, he still continued lamenting their miserable condition. 

Ver. 7. And Mordecai told him of all that had happened 
unto him.] How he had refused to worship Haman (as the 
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former Targum explains it), and how this had incensed 
him against the whole nation- 

And of the sum of the money that Haman had promised 
to pay to the king's treasuries for the Jews, to destroy them.] 
The ten thousand talents he had offered, to procure the 
king's consent to their destruction. 

Some of the Jews here add another marvellous thing 
which had happened to Mordecai the very night before 
Hatach came to him, which he desired Esther might be 
acquainted withal : whether it be true or false, I think fit 
here to remember it (it seeming to be so piously designed), 
as I had it, near threescore years ago, from a great man in 
the Jewish learning, who quotes for it R. Moses Almosnino, 
in a book called Jede Moseh (the hands of Moses), where 
he says, That Mordecai going home in great heaviness, re- 
flecting on the danger his whole nation was in, met three 
boys coming from school, whom he examined what they 
had learned that day ; one of them told him his lesson had 
been in Prov. iii. 25, 26. u Be not afraid of sudden fear, 
nor of the desolation of the wicked when it cometh : for 
the Lord shall be thy confidence," &c. Then Mordecai 
cried out, I am confident this desolation shall not be so 
speedy. Then the second child told him he had learned 
that day, Isa. viii. 10. <k Take counsel together, it shall como 
to nought; speak the word (or pronounce the decree), it 
shall not stand ; for God is with us." O the wonderful 
goodness of God, said Mordecai, that thus out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings ordaineth strength. And what have 
you learned? said he, to the third child; who answered, 
Isa. xlvi. 4. " Even to your old age I am he (that is, the 
God); unto hoar hairs will I carry you; I have made, and 
I will bear: even I will carry, and will deliver you." Now, 
blessed be God, cried Mordecai, that hath not left us com- 
fortless; his hand shall be with us, as in former ages, &c. 
But another great man, in this learning, hath lately admo- 
nished me that this rabbin is but of yesterday, and designed 
to elude the prophecy of Psalm viii. quoted in the gospel, 
and therefore unworthy to be mentioned in this place. ' 

Ver. 8. Also he gave him the copy of the writing of the 
decree that ivas given at Shushan to destroy them, to shew 
it unto Esther.] That she might be fully satisfied what was 
intended. 

And to charge her that she should go in unto the king, to 
make supplication unto him, and to make request before him 
for her people.] He charged her, I suppose, in the* name of 
God, or, as she loved her nation, to go and earnestly to 
beseech the king to be merciful to the Jews, as the Targum 
expounds it. 

Ver. 9. And Hatach came, and told Esther the words of 
Mordecai. x 

Ver. 10. Again, Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him 
commandment unto Mordecai. * - , 

Ver. 11. All the ki?ig*s servants, and the people of the 
king's provinces, do know.] That is, nobody, either in the 
court or in the whole kingdom, was ignorant. 

That whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto 
the king into the inner court, who is not called.] Here the 
king kept retired from all company, but such as he called 
for, or was pleased to admit. 

There is one law of his to put him to death.] Let him b'fc 
of ever such quality there was no exception ; but one law 
reached all that were so presumptuous. This seems to have 
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been an ancient law in that country, mentioned by Herodo- 
tus, lib. i. and Athcnaeus, lib. xii. But the former Targum 
will have it, that it was procured by Haman, that none 
might come into the king's presence unless he introduced 
them. 

Except such to idiom the king shall hold out his golden 
sceptre, that he may live.} Which, I suppose, was so sel- 
dom done, that few would venture to stand in need of a 
pardon. A sceptre was the ensign of the highest and most 
absolute authority: so that, as Wagenseil observes, when 
Mordecai was advanced to the greatest dignity next to the 
king, having royal apparel, and a great crown on his head, 
(viii. 15.) yet he had no sceptre ; for that was proper and 
peculiar to the king. 

But I have not been called to come in unto the king these 
thirty days.] Which might justly make her fear his love 
-vyas cooled to her, and then her person and petition might 
not be acceptable to him. . 

Ver. 12. And they told to Mordecai Esther's words.] There 
seems to have been more than one person that went with 
this message, to confirm the truth of what she said. 

Ver. 13. Tlien Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, 
Think not with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's 
house more than all the Jews.] He would not have her flatter 
herself Avith a vain imagination, that because she was 
queen she should be spared ; for she would find no more 
■ privilege in the king's house than the rest of the Jews did 
abroad. 

, Ver. 14. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this 
time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to 
th^ Jews from another place.] He did not know whence, 
but he confided in God, that by some means or other he 
would preserve them from utter destruction. 
■ But thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed.] He 
would have her believe that God would cut off her and her 
family for self-love, and want of zeal to preserve her nation. 

And tvho knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom 
for s\ich a time as [this?] Rather than refuse to intercede 
for her people, he would -have her think (though there was 
dangerin it), that .God had raised her up to the dignity in 
which she was, on purpose that she might be the deliverer 
of her people, and therefore go courageously about it. 

Ver. 15. Tlien Esther bade them to return Mordecai this 
answer : 

Ver. 16. Go, gather together all the Jews that are present 
in Shushan.] Not all into one public congregation, for that 
might have given suspicion of an intended insurrection, 
butin several private assemblies. 

And fast ye for me, neither eat or drink three days, night 
or day.] None, or very few, could keep a fast for three 
days and nights, without tasting any meat or drink: the 
meaning therefore is, that they should make no set meal in 
their families, neither dinner nor supper, but only eat and 
drink so much at night as would support them in prayer to 
God for a. blessing upon her undertaking; or, as Josephus 
understands it, they should abstain from all delicacies, and 
be, content with hard and coarse fare. But Drusius thinks 
this fast was only one whole day and two nights, accord- 
ing as it is said of our Saviour, that he lay three days and 
three nights in the grave; and then they might fast so long 
without taking any refreshment : and in those hot countries 
we read of monks that fasted four or five days. 



I also and my maidens will fast likewise.] It is not 
likely her maidens were Jews; yet notwithstanding they 
might be disposed to fast with Tier ; which was not unusual 
with. the gentiles in time of great distress, as appears by 
the story of the Ninevites, whose fast the Targum thinks 
Mordecai imitated, making the cattle, oxen, and sheep to 
abstain, as well as men and women. 

And so tvill I go in unto the king, which is not according 
to the law.] Being thus recommended to God, she resolved 
not so much to regard the law, as the preservation of her 
people; for there are insome cases such violent circum- 
stances, that to observe the law, as Grotius notes, would 
be to offend the chiefest law. Whither Puffendorf refers 
what we read in Valerius Maximus, lib. iii. cap. 7. n. 1. 
cap. 8. n. G. 

And if I perish, I jierish.] This is not a speech of de- 
spondence, but of courage and resolution; being as much 
as to say, I am content to perish in so good a cause ; and 
if I perish for it in this world (as the Targum glosses), I 
shall have my portion in the world to come. 

Ver. 17. So Mordecai went his way, and did according to 
all that Esther had commanded him.] Betook himself to 
fasting and prayer (unto which he called all the Jews) as 
long as Esther required, omitting the joys of- the* paschal 
feast, and turning it into a fast, if we may believe the former 
Targum : for that paraphrast thinks, that Haman laying his 
plot in the month of Nisan, (ii. 7.) and Mordecai presently 
applying himself to defeat it, these things must fall out 
about the Passover, which was in this month. But in me- 
mory of this the Jews keep a fast on the thirteenth of Adar^ 
which they call Esther's fast. 



CHAP. V. 

Ver. 1. jyi OW it came to pass, on the third day.] In the 
conclusion of the fast, or, as the former Targum, on the 
third day of the Passover. 

That Esther put on her royal' apparel, and stood in tlie 
inner.court of the king's house, over against the king's house.] 
But first, saith the latter Targum, she made a solemn prayer 
to God, with many tears, as soon as she was dressed, say- 
ing, "Thou art the great God, the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, the God of my father Benjamin: as thou didst 
deliver Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah/ out of the fiery 
furnace, and Daniel from the lion's den, so deliver me now 
out of the hand of the king, and give me grace and favour 
in his eyes/' &c. And so he goes on in a, very long prayer. 

And the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, 
over against the gate of the house.] So that he could sec 
every one that came into the court. 

Ver. 2. And it was so, tvhen the king saw Esther the queen 
standing in the court, that she obtained favour in his sight.] 
He. was much moved, saith the former Targum, to sec 
trouble in her countenance, and her eyes full of tears ; and 
so immediately comforted her in the manner following. 

And the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that 
was in his hand.] In token of his favour, and inviting her 
approach. But the other Targum says, that the officers 
about him, as soon as she entered, ran to apprehend her, 
that she might be put to death : but the king stopped them, 
by his shewing she was acceptable to him. So true is that 
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of Solomon, " The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord ; 
as the rivers of water, he turaeth it whithersoever he will," 
(Prov. xxi. 1.) 

So Esther dreto near, and touched the top of the sceptre.] 
Kissed it, saith the Vulgar, or put her hand under it, saith 
Grotius, in token of her subjection and thankfulness for his 
favour. 

Ver. 3- Then said the king unto Jier, What wilt thou, 
queen Esther? and what is thy request? it shall be even 
given thee to the half of the kingdom.] This is' an usual 
form of speech among kings, when their hearts are en- 
larged, and they overflow with affection to others, or when 
they give them the freest liberty to demand what they 
please, as Grotius explains it upon Matt. xiv. 7. It is a 
foolish addition, which the latter Targum here makes, that 
he excepted one thing, which was the building the house 
of the sanctuary at Jerusalem, which he would not grant, 
because he promised Geshem, Sanballat, and Tobiah, it 
should not be built, lest the Jews should rebel. 

Ver. 4. And Esther answered, If it seem good unto the 
king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the ban- 
quet that I have prepared for him.'] It was very prudent 
not to open her mind presently, but first to endear his af- 
fection by feasting, music, dancing, and whatsoever might 
please him : and it was no small pleasure, it is likely, 
that she invited his favourite to come to her entertainment 
together with him. There was also a singular providence 
of God in this matter, which so disposed her mind, that the 
high honour the king bestowed on Mordecai the next day 
might fall out between this and that, and make way for her 
petition. ■ • 

Ver. 5. And the king said, Cause Haman to make haste, 
that he may do as Esther hath said.] Get himself ready 
with all speed. 

So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Esther 
liad prepared. 

Ver. 6. And the king said unto Esther at the banquet of 
wine.~] At the conclusion of the entertainment: for they 
did not drink wine, but water, at the beginning of their 
feasts. 

What is thy petition? and it shall be granted unto thee: 
and what is thy request ? even to the half of the kingdom it 
shall be performed.] This shews it was not a sudden pas- 
sion of love that made him speak so kindly to her before, 
but he had a settled affection for her, which disposed him 
to be very bountiful, and shewed he was much pleased with 
her entertainment. 

Ver. 7. Then answered Esther, and said, My petition and 
my request is, 

• Ver. 8. If I have found favour in the sight of the king, 
and if it please the king to grant my petition, and to per- 
form my request, let the king and Haman come to the ban- 
quet that I shall prepare for them, and I will do to-morrow 
as the king hath said.] That is, make her request to him : 
which she thought would be more seasonable, when she 
had won his heart by fresh expressions of her desire to 
please him, and obtained also a new promise from him, 
that he would deny her nothing: for there was need of a 
great preparation, to dispose him to do so great a thing for 
her, as to revoke or suspend his own decree. The latter 
Targum, after his fashion, gives several frivolous reasons 
why she invited Haman to the banquet twice ; but the last 
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of them is tolerable. The Israelites were in great expecta- 
tion of the issue of this feasting, and hoped to see Haman 
presently cut off; but she was resolved to turn .their 
thoughts the right way, that is, from her unto God, looking 
for mercy from their heavenly Father. 

Ver. 9. Then went Haman forth that day joyful and 
with a glad heart.] To think he was in such favour with the 
queen, as well as with the king. 

But when Haman saw Mordecai in the king's gate, that 
he stood not up, nor moved for Mm, he was full of indigna- 
tion against Mordecai.] The Targum still repeats it, that 
he saw Mordecai would not rise up before his image. 

Ver. 10. Nevertheless Haman refrained himself i] .From 
taking any sudden revenge. . » 

And when he came home, he sent and called for his friends, 
and Zeresh his wife.] The daughter of Totnr (saith the latter • 
Targum), one of the king of Persia's governors beyond the 
river. 

Ver. 11. And Haman told them of the glory of his riches.] 
How splendidly he lived. 

And the multitude of his children.] It was a glory in this 
country, as Drusius observes, to have abundance of chil- 
dren; but the Targum had no shame, when he affirms he 
had two hundred and fourscore, besides those ten that were 
princes in the provinces, and besides Shimstaeus the king's', 
secretary." \ ' ........ 

And all the things wherein the king had promoted him.] 
What offices and dignities he had conferred upon him.'- . . 

And how he hadadvdnced him above the princes and ser- 
vants of the king.] So that he took place of the greatest 
princes who were natives of the country, and 6f.all ; the- 
officers in the court. 

Ver. 12. Haman said moreover, Yea, Esther the queen 
did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet that 
she had prepared but myself; and to-morrow am I invited 
unto her also with the king.] He did not fail to relate the 
peculiar honour the queen had done him, which he could 
not but look upon as a token that he was established in the 
favour of the court. 

Ver. 13. Yet all this availeth me nothing, so long as I see' 
Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king*s gate.] How small a 
matter will spoil all the satisfaction of those who are ar- 
rived at the top of human felicity! immense riches,' glory ^ 
and honour, gave not Haman so much pleasure, as he felt 
pain from one man's disrespect unto him: and yet he 
might have given himself ease before this, by speaking one 
word to the king to displace Mordecai, or put him to death, 
if his pride and passion would have let him be contented, 
without the destruction of a whole nation. 

Ver. 14. Then said Zeresh his wife and all his friends 
unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high.] That 
men might see him that was hanged on it afar off, and bo 
struck with the greater terror, by that spectacle, of giving 
any disgust to Haman. 

And to-morrow speak thou unto the king that Mordecai 
may be hanged thereon.] They advised him not to wait till 
the general slaughter of all the Jews, but to rid him pre* 
sently of Mordecai ; for which he, had now a fair oppor- 
tunity, being to attend on the king to-morrow unto the 
banquet. << . ' . ;. < - »4 

Then go thou in merrily with the king unto the banquet.] 
When his heart was eased of 'this trouble, the- dispatch 
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of his enemy, and the banquet, giving him a double 
pleasure. 

And the thing pleased Hainan; and he caused the gallcnos 
to be made.] And set up before the door of MordecaTs 
house, saith the former Targum, against the plain words of 
this history, vii. 9. where it is said, they stood in Hainan's 
house; from whence, it is possible, he intended to remove 
them to the door of Mordecai: that Targum hath a great 
deal of frivolous stuff about this consultation which Ha- 
inan's friends had how to destroy Mordecai ; some advising 
one way, and some another, but none approved of till this 
was propounded. The reason given for it is foolish; but 
at last he concludes piously, that the Jews were extremely 
troubled at the* sight of the gallows, and all cried to God 
in the words of the Psalmist,* (exxiii. 2.) " Behold, as the 
eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as 
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our 
eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that he have mercy 
upon us." 

1 CHAP. VI. 

Ver. 1. \JN that night could not the king sleep.] Now fol- 
lows a wonderful turn of affairs: God so disposing it, that 
the king could take no rest in the night; and instead of mu- 
sic and singing, and diverting himself with his wives and 
concubines, he called for the records of the kingdom to be 
read to him. 

. And he commanded to bring the book of records of the 
Chronicles; and they were read before the king J] These were 
diaries, wherein was set down what passed every day, 
which we now call journals, (as I observed, ii. 13.) And in 
them it was the manner of the Persians to set down the 
names of those who had done the king any eminent service ; 
as Grotius notes out of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Pro- 
copius. 

Ver. 2. And it teas found written, that Mordecai had told 
ofBigthana and Teresh, two of the king s chamberlains, the 
keepers of the door, who sought to lay hand on the king 
Ahasuerus.] It was a singular providence of GoB, that they 
should read in that very part of the book wherein the ser- 
vice of Mordecai was recorded. And the latter Targum, 
to increase the wonder, saith, that Shimstaeus,who brought 
the book, and opened it at this place, seeing this which was 
written of Mordecai, turned over the leaves, and would 
have read in another part of the book; but the leaves flew 
back again to the same place where he opened it, and ho 
was forced to read that story to the king. 

Ver. 3. And the king said, Wltat honour and dignity hath 
been done to Mordecai for this? Then said the king's ser- 
vants tliat ministered unto him, There is nothing done for 
him.] Great men sometimes are unmindful of the highest 
services that are done them, and take no care to reward 
them. Though some think the king ordered him a reward, 
of which, by the artifice of those in the court, who hated the 
Jews, he was deprived. But there was a special provi- 
dence in it, that he went without a reward then, which pro- 
cured it for him most opportunely at this time. It is not 
improbable, that, as Josephus saith, the history of some 
of his ancestors Avas read before they came to his reign ; 
wherein was set down what services men had done, and 
what preferment or gifts had been bestowed upon them ; 



which moved iho king to ask, when they came to this story 
of.Mordecai, what had been done for him? 

Ver. 4. And the king said, Who is in the court?] For he 
was resolved immediately to shew how sensible he was of 
his service. 

(Now Uaman was come into the outward court of the 
Mug's house, to speak unto the king to hang Mordecai on 
the gallows tliat he had prepared for him).] He was come 
very early to court, that he might gratify his revenge, and 
go with more pleasure to the banquet. This was another 
part of God's providence, to bring him so soon to court 
when the king was thus disposed. 

Ver. 5. And the king's servants said unto him, Behold, 
Hainan standeth in (lie court. And the king said, Let him 
come in.] Which ho durst not do, as great as he was, with- 
out leave. 

Ver. G. So Haman came in. And tlte king said nnto him, 
What shall be done unto the man whom tlte king delighteth 
to honour?] The king, in all probability, would not have 
asked this question, but ordered himself what he thought 
fit, if God had not intended that Mordecai should have the 
greatest honour done him, and that by the judgment of his 
greatest enemy. 

(Now Hainan thought in his heart, To whom would Hie 
king delight to do honour more than to myself?)] Ho had 
reason to think so, because he had already heaped so many 
favours upon him, and was now invited by the queen to 
keep him company at her banquet. 

Ver. 7. And Haman answered the king, For the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour, 

Ver. 8. Let the royal apparel be brought which the king 
useth to wear.] When he went abroad, and appeared pub- 
licly among his people;, which should rather be translated, 
the royal robe, an external garment, or stole, coming down 
to his feet, which none wore but himself. 

And the horse that the king rideth upon.] I suppose it 
was a horse which none might ride upon but himself; like 
the mule among the kings, of Israel, which was peculiarly 
appointed to their own use, as I have noted on 1 Kings i. 33. 
Herodotus (lib. i.) mentions such a generous and most noble 
horse belonging to the king of Persia. 

And the crown-royal which is set upon his head.] That is, 
upon the horse's head, upon which there was a royal orna- 
ment; as there is now at Rome, called afiocco. For keter 
is a large word, signifying any ornament about the head 
or the neck. And that this refers to the horse, not to 
the king, is plain in the Hebrew, and frcon the next verse ? 
and ver. 10, 11. where there is no more mention of this 
keter; but only of the robe, and of the horse to which this 
royal ornament upon his head belonged. (See Ludovicus 
de Dieu.) 

Ver. 9. And let this apparel and horse be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king's most noble princes, that they may 
array the man withal whom the king delighteth to honour, 
and bring him on horseback through the street of the city, 
and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done to the man 
whom the king delighteth to hououf.] This proclamation, 
in all likelihood, was made by some public officer. 

Ver. 10. Then the king said to Hainan, Make haste, and 
take the apparel and the horse, as thou hast said, and do 
even so to Mordecai the Jew, that sitteth at the kings gate.} 
It is very likely these words astonished Haman, and made 
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as great commotions in him, as the Targum here describes : 
but he durst not dispute the king's command, nor ask him 
what Mordecai he meant (there being many, of that name), 
when the king had plainly told him <?n whom it was he in- 
tended to bestow this honour. But if he made any diffi- 
culty to obey this command, or desired to be excused, the 
king bade him say no more, but go (as the verse concludes), 
and let nothing fail of all that he had spoke?z. 

Ver. 11. Then took Haman the apparel, and the horse, 
and arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback 
through the street of the city, and proclaimed before him, 
Thus sliall it be done unto the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour J} At which sight (saith the latter Targum) Esther 
praised God in the words of the Psalmist, cxiii. 7,8. " He 
raiscth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy 
out of the dunghill: that he may set him with princes, even 
with the princes of his people" And Mordecai said those 
words, Psal. xxx. JJ, 12. " Thou hast turned for me my 
mourning into dancing: thou hast put off my sackcloth, 
and girded me with gladness; I. will praise thee, O Lord 
God my redeemer, that thou hast not let mine enemy 
triumph over me/' 

Ver. 12. And Mordecai came again to the king's gate.] 
Returned to his duty, clothed not in sackcloth, as the Tar- 
gum represents him (for then he might not have come there), 
but in his own raiment. Shewing he ,was not puffed up 
with the honour that had been done him; but foreseeing, 
no doubt, the happy event which followed. 

Mitt Haman lutsted to his house mourning, and having 
his head covered.] Which was a token of sadness and de- 
jection. 

Ver. 13. And Haman told Zeresh his wife and all his 
friends.] Who were waiting to hear what was become 
of Mordecai, whom they advised to get hanged on the 
gallows. 

Every thing tliat liad befallen him.] How cross every 
thing had fallen out to him that morning. 

Then said his wise men and Zeresh his wife.] They whose 
counsel he had used in his divination by lots, now changed 
their mind; and his. wife concurred in opinion with them, 
that these were bad omens. 

Jf Mordecai be of the seed of the Jews, before whom thou 
hast begun to fall, thou shalt not prevail against him, but 
shall surely fall before him.] They had observed, it is 
likely, how the Jews had been wonderfully raised from 
under great oppressions, since the time of Cyrus ; and 
thence conclude there was a particular providence that 
took care of them. And it is possible they had heard 
something of the oracle against the Amalckites, that they 
should perish by the hands of the Jews. And, as Dr. Jack- 
son excellently notes, (book i, on the Creed, chap. 21.) 
Those plots which would havp crushed other nations, did 
often turn to their advancement, and the fall of their ene- 
mies. Whence both their rising and falling, and conse- 
quently the success of such as opposed them, was in the 
apprehension of wise men of other nations merely fatal ; 
altogether incorrigible by worldly policy. Whence these 
wise men of Chaldca (as he calls them), upon the first no- 
tice of the wind's turning for them, read Hainan's destiny. 
And accordingly Achior's speech to Holofernes, Judith v. 
17, &c. (whether truly uttered, or feigned by the penman 
of tho history), was framed according to the known ex- 



perience of those times, and contained such advices as a 
faithful counsellor, well acquainted with the estate of the 
Jews, should have given to his lord, who did not so well 
understand it. 

Ver. 14. And while they were yet talking with him, came 
the king's chamberlains, and hasted, to bring Haman unto 
the banquet that Esther had prepared.] He hearing their 
opinion,- that these .things boded some evil to him, was 
very. slow, we.raay well suppose, in his motion ; and could 
have been content, perhaps, not to have gone to the ban- 
quet: or he was musing what to do for his preservation, 
which made him stay longer than he should have done, be- 
fore he waited on the king to it. 
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Ver. 1. id O the king and Haman came to banquet with 
Esther the queen. 

Ver. 2. And the king said again to Esther on the second 
day, at the banquet of wine.] When his heart was merry, 
and highly delighted with his entertainment. 

What is thy petition, queen Esther? and it shall be 
granted thee : and what is thy request ? and it shall be per- 
formed, even to the half of the kingdom.] This promise, re- 
newed the third time, gave her courage to present her suit 
to him. 

Ver. 3. Then Esther the .queen.] Lifting up her eyes to 
heaven, as the Targum enlarges it. 

Answered and said, If I have found favour in thy sight, 
O king, and if it please the king.] Thus she prefaced to 
her request, when she only beseeched him to accept of a 
banquet from her. 

Let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at 
my request.] That is, the life of her people. 

Ver. 4. For we are sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, 
to be slain, and to perish.] For Haman had offered a great 
sum of money to purchase their destruction. She uses so 
many words, that she might express the outrageous mis- 
chief intended against them, which was no less than their 
extermination. 

But if we had been sold for bond-men and bond-women I 
had held my tongue.] For that might have turned to the" 
king's profit, and they might, at one time or other, have 
recovered their liberty. 

Although the enemy could not countervail the king's 
damage.] The king would not have gained so much as he 
would have lost by it. But there is another interpretation 
which Aben Ezra mentions, who takes the Hebrew word 
hat zar not to signify an enemy, but distress, misery, and 
trouble. Which makes this sense, If they had sold ns for 
slaves, I had not troubled the king with my petition, because 
that misery of ours would not have been so much to the king's 
damage. (See De Dieu.) 

Ver. 5- Then the king Ahasuerus answered and said unto 
Esther the queen, Wlto is he, and where is he, that durst pre- 
sume in his heart to do so?] It seemed incredible that any 
man should entertain such a thought (for the king, I sup- 
pose, had forgot the decree Hainan had obtained from him), 
to cut off a whole nation. In the Hebrew the words arc, 
WJio is he whose heart hath filled him to do so? A speech 
like that in the New Testament, Acts v. 3. " Why hath 
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Satan filled thine heart?'' Made thee so daring and pre- 
sumptuous. The like, Ecclcs. viii. 11. 

Vcr. G. And Esther said, Tlie adversary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman.'] She found now that she need not fear to 
speak plainly. 

Tlien Haman was afraid before the king and the queen.'] 
For he could not but see the danger he was in to lose his 
greatness and his life. And his fear was the greater, now 
he knew the queen was one of that nation whom he had 
conspired to destroy. 

« Ver. 7. And the king, arising from the banquet of wine in 
his wrath, went into the palace-garden.] To take breath, and 
cool himself; being in a great commotion, by variety of 
passions boiling and struggling in him. For as he loved 
the queen, so he loved Haman ; and yet was full of indigna- 
■ tion that he should engage him in such an odious design. 

And Haman stood up to make request for his life to Esther 
the queen.] Who he thought might have so much tender- 
ness, as to take compassion upon him and forgive him. 

For he saw that there was evil determined against him by 
the king.] Which he discerned by the king's countenance, 
and by his going out of the room in a great fume and vio- 
lent passion ; which, it is likely, broke out into threatening 
words. 

Ver. 8. Tfien the king returned, out of the palace-garden 
into the place of thebanquet of wine; and Haman was fallen 
upon the bed whereon Esther was.] They sat, or rather 
lay upon beds, as they ate and drank: and Haman fell 
down as a supplicant at the feet of Esther, laying his hand 
upon her knees, and beseeching her to take pity upon him. 
I have not read any where that this was the manner among 
the Persians ; but it was among, the Greeks and Romans, 
to embrace the knees of those whom they petitioned to be 
favourable to them. Insomuch, that it was a rite in their 
religious worship to touch the knees of their gods. (See 
Pliny, lib. xi. cap. 45.) And thus Sulpitius Severus takes 
it to have been done here, " Deinde regressus rex, vidit 
Am an reginae genua amplexum." 

' Then said the king, Will he force the queen also before me 
in the house?] The king finding him in this posture, inter- 
preted it, as if he were so impudent as, before the king's 
face, and in his own palace, to offer violence to the queen's 
chastity. Not that he believed this was his intention; but 
in his furious passion he turned every thing to the worst 
sense, and made use of it to aggravate his crime. 

As the word went out of the king's month, they covered 
Haman'sface.] That he might not see the face of the king 
any more ; or rather, as a man condemned, this told him his 
doom: for it is likely the king, when ho saw him in that 
posture, made a sign what they should do with him, which 
immediately was performed. Though Aben Ezra saitli, 
this was always done to those with whom the king was 
angry, though they were not put to death; to shew them 
what they deserved, never to see the king more. 

Vcr. 9. And Harbonah, one of the cfutmberlains, said 
before the king.] The latter Targum saith, that this Har- 
bonah was one of Hainan's counsel, who advised him 
to set up the gallows to hang Mordccai ; but, seeing this 
strange turn of affairs, incensed the king, by telling him what 
Haman designed against him who had saved the king's life. 
Behold also the gallows, fifty cubits high, xvhich Haman 
had made for Mordecai; xuho had spoken good for the king, 



standeth in the house of Haman J] Upon which he intended 
to make Mordecai an example to all those that should pre- 
sume to offend him. 

Then the king said, Hang him thereon.] But whether dead 
or alive is not said, as Salmasius observes; who shctfs, by 
many instances, (in his book De Crucc, p. 494.) that it was 
the manner of the Persians, first to cut off the heads of ma- 
lefactors, and then to hang them on a gibbet. Joscphus, 
indeed, saith, that he commanded Haman, Ik aravpov icpi- 
liavSlvra inroOavtiv, to be put to death hanging on a cross: 
but crucifying was not a Persian punishment ; nor did the 
Romans let the bodies of malefactors die on the cross them- 
selves ; but they extinguished them some other way. 

Ver. 10. So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai. Tlien was the king's wrath pa- 
cified.] The latter Targum here adds a great deal of frivo- 
lous stuff, how the king sent for Mordecai, and charged 
him to see the execution done upon Haman; and how he 
begged of Mordecai to spare his life^ at least not to hang 
him, who had been so great, like a varlct, &e. but he con- 
cludes very well, that now was verified the observation of 
Solomon, (Prov. xi. 8.) " The righteous is delivered out of 
trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead." 

I cannot think fit to end this chapter without taking no- 
tice of a reflection which a great man of our own church 
made long ago upon it: that, in this wonderful deliverance 
of the Jewish nation, there was no extraordinary manifesta- 
tion of God's power, no particular cause or agent, that was 
in its working advanced above the ordinary pitch of nature ; 
and yet the contrivance, or suiting of those ordinary agents 
appointed by God, is more admirable than if the same end 
had been effected by means truly miraculous. That a king 
should not sleep is not unusual, nor that he should solace 
his waking thoughts by hearing the annals of his own king- 
dom, or the journals of his own reign, read to him, &c. But 
that he should lie aw T ake at that time especially, when Ha- 
man was watching to destroy the Jews, and that, in the 
chronicles of the kingdom, they should light on that place 
where Mordecai's unrewarded services were recorded ; and 
that he should resolve forthwith to do him honour; and 
Haman come in at that very nick of time when the king 
was so disposed ; and should ignorantly determine what 
honour should be done him, and be made the instrument of 
it: this was from the keeper of Israel, who neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps, and was truly marvellous in his people's 
sight, as Dr. Jackson speaks in his second sermon upon 
2 Chron. vi. 39, 40. where he observes, that miracles arc in 
their nature more apt to affect the sense ; but such secret 
contrivances of God's wisdom and providence do more 
affect the understanding : the one works astonishment, the 
other admiration. For which reason, miracles were more 
frequent in the infancy of our religion, to enforce unbe- 
lievers to give ear to the words of life, and to take God's 
promises (which otherwise they might have slighted) into 
serious consideration : but now the ways of God's wisdom, 
or secret dispositions of his providence, are more apt to 
cherish the seed of life sown in the hearts of believers. 
Miracles k by continual frequency would cease to be mira- 
cles, and not be wondered at; whereas the unsearchable 
ways of God's wisdom in contriving extraordinary suc-r 
cesses, by means ordinarily, will incessantly breed in us 
matter of admiration: and his wise contrivances are still, 
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in one kind or other, most visible, but we want eyes' or 
hearts to observe or contemplate them. 



CHAR VIIL 

Ver. 1. \JNthat day did the king (Ahasuerus give the house 
of Haman, the Jews' enemy, unto Esther the queen.'] That is, 
he bestowed on her the whole estate belonging to his fa- 
mily (for that is meant by his house); his lands, his goods, 
his servants, his cattle, all the money he had treasured up % 
For by his crime all was forfeited to the king ; who could 
not more fitly dispose of it, than to her who would have 
been the greatest sufferer by him. 

And Mordecai came before the king.'] By Esther's in- 
tercession. s 

For Esther had told what he was unto her J] Which was 
not known at court till now ; though two eunuchs, who were 
her confidants, knew something of it, (ii. 21.) and he, per- 
haps, who carried messages between them, (iv. 5. 13.) 

Ver. 2. And the king took off his ring, which he had taken 
from Haman.] Which he had formerly given him, (iii. 10.) 
but now had resumed. 

And gave it unto Mordecai.] In token that he put the 
same confidence in him, to be the keeper of his signet. 

And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman.] Not 
over his family, for that was destroyed ; but over his lands 
and goods, which the king'had given to Esther. Of which 
she made Mordecai her steward, that he might manage that, 
vast estate, which Haman, no doubt, had heaped up, for 
her advantage. 

Ver. 3. And Esther spake yet again before the king, and 
fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears.] The dan- 
ger was not yet over, and therefore she renews her petition 
in the most humble and most moving manner; for tears 
flowing from so great a person have a gTeat power to 
move compassion. But she had not yef delivered her pe- 
tition, these words only expressing what she intended and 
was prepared to do. 

To put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his 
device that he had devised against the Jews.] By repealing 
that bloody decree which he had obtained from the king, 
(iii. 13.) 

Ver. 4. Then the king held out the golden sceptre toivards 
Esther.] Who, it seems, had adventured to press into the 
king's presence once more, without being called. Which 
he did not take ill, but graciously invited her to come to 
him by this token. 

So Esther arose, and stood before the king.] She rose from 
her knees, and stood before him to make her request. 

Ver. 5: And said, If it please the king, and if I have found 
favour in his sight, and the thing seem right before the king, 
and I be pleasing in his eyes.] She uses such variety of ex- 
pressions for the same thing, to insinuate herself into the 
king's favour, by an entire submission to his pleasure. For 
she knew what an unusual thing it was that she was about 
to desire. 

JM it be written to reverse the letters devised by Haman 
the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to de- 
stroy the Jews which are in' all the king's provinces*] This 
edict which Haman procured, some think, was not made 
in such a manner as to become immutable, like that, i.19. 



but might be revoked by another edict more peremptory. 
But this, I think, is a mistake; for it wassealed with the 
king's ring, which he himself saith, ver. 8. no man may 
reverse. 

Ver. 6. For how can I endure to see the evil that shall 
come unto my people? or how can I endure to see the de- 
struction of my kindred?] If she herself should be spared, 
she represents to him that it would break her heartto see 
all her kindred, nay, her whole nation, destroyed. 

Ver. 7; Then the king Ahasuerus said unto Esther the 
queen, and to Mordecai the Jew.] Who, I suppose,, was sent 
for to hear the king's answer to her petition. 

Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and him 
they have hanged upon the gallows, because he laid his hand 
upon the Jews.] That is, intended to destroy- them all. By 
what the king had done to shew his resentment against 
Haman, they might easily believe he .would deny them 
nothing that was necessary for their preservation. m . 

Ver. 8. Write ye also for the Jews.] As Haman had done 
against them. 

As it liketh you.] In as full words as you can desire for 
your safety. 

In the king's name, and seal it with the king's ring.] To 
give it the same authority which the former writing had; 

For the writing which is written in the king's name, and 
sealed with the king's ring, may no man reverse.] This seems 
to me to signify, that the king could not do, what Esther de- 
sired ; (ver. 5.) for it was contrary to the law of tlje Medes 
and Persians to reverse any decree. But he promises to 
do what he was able to make that decree ineffectual, by 
giving them power to defend themselves against all that 
should assault them. And for that end he bade them draw 
up a letter," in words as strong as they could devise, which 
would hinder the former decree from being executed, though 
he could not annul it. And accordingly. we find, -by what 
follows, that there is not a word said of revoking Hainan's 
decree; but only that they should stand for their lives, and 
destroy all, little and great, that should attempt to execute 
the decree sent by Haman. Thus he chose to fill his realm 
with blood, rather than revoke a rash decree ; which was 
agreeable enough to the temper of Ochus, who is represented 
by Valerius Maximus as very cruel. So Jacobus Capellus 
observes, ad A. M. 3650. where he saith he doth not remem- 
ber any heathen writer who mentions such an absurd law 
as this of the Medes and Persians ; though ^Elian mentions 
one not much less unreasonable. 

Ver. 9. Then were the king's scribes called at that time.] 
As they had been before by Haman to write his decree, 
(iii. 12.) * The" author of the apocryphal additions to this 
book hath forged a copy of this letter; wherein the king 
tells his subjects, that it was not levity wbich made him 
change his mind, and contradict the former decree ; but he 
found he had been deceived by the false suggestions of 
those whom he highly honoured ; as many other great kings 
had-been before him. Which letter discovers the igno- 
rance of him that wrote it, in that he calls Haman a Mace- 
donian, who intended to dethrone him, and takeaway 
his life. 

In the third month (that is the month SivanJ,- on the 
three-and-twentieth day thereof] A little more than' two 
months after the former decree. 

And itxoas written (according to alt that Mordecai com- 
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manded) unto the Jeivs.] That thoy might prepare them- 
selves for their defence the best they could; and let all 
men know what power the king had given them* 

And to the lieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the 
provinces.'] Who were commanded (as they were in Ha- 
inan's decree, iii. 12.) to be assistant to them, and furnish 
them with means to defend themselves. 

Which are from India unto Ethiopia* a hundred twenty 
and seven provinces, unto every province according to the 
writing thereof, and unto every people after their language, 
and to the Jews according to their tvriting, and according 
to their language.] This doth not prove that there were so 
many distinct languages spoken in his dominions, and 
many different ways of writing; but; as Bochartus ob- [ 
serves, whatsoever any people spake, or what character 
soever they used (which might be the very same in some 
provinces), there were letters wrote to them in that lan- 
guage and in that character, (lib. i. Phaleg. cap. 16.) ' 

Ver. 10. And he wrote in the king Ahasuerus y s name, and 
sealed it with the king's ring ; and sent letters by posts on 
horseback, and riders on mules, camels, and young drome- 
daries.] It is very difficult to render this verse word by 
word, though the sense be very plain. For the first words, 
bejad haratzim, seem to me to signify by the hand of cou- 
riers, as we now speak; for ratzim signifies runners or 
racers. And the next, bastcsim, undoubtedly signifies on 
horses: the former Targum saith, of horses whose spleens 
were cut out, and their hoofs pared;, which Bochartus 
shews was sometimes practised, in his Hierozoicon, par. i. 
lib. ii. cap. 11. Then here follows rocheve hareches, riders 
on a swift beast called reches. But what animal that was 
is very uncertain. Many feay. a dromedary; with which 
Drusius is unsatisfied, but leaves it in doubt, (Miscellan. 
cent. ii. cap. 73.) Bochartus thinks it is a word added to 
explain what went before, signifying that he sfcnt the posts 
upon the swiftest horses; for reches was a kind of horse. 
(See 1 Kings iv. 28.) Our translation takes it for mule&, 
which iElian saith, were ayav Spofialovc, exceeding swift 
runners, and therefore used in the Olympic races, as Bo- 
chartus observes, Hieroz. par. i. lib. ii. cap. 21. Then the 
next word, ahashteranim (which we translate camels), he 
takes to be a Persian word; for there is a word at this day 
in that language of the same sound and signification, viz. 
asthera: (see his Phaleg. lib. i. cap. 15.) Then follows 
bene haramachim, which wc translate young dromedaries; 
and the latter Targum, the foals of mares. And so Bo- 
chartus shews that ramec doth signify a mare; from whence 
he thinks the word marc among the ancient Gauls was de- 
rived, which Pausanias tells us signified a horse: for there 
was such a transposition of letters as is in the word forma, 
which comes from fiop<j>{). In his Canaan, lib. i. cap. 42. 
there is extant a work of a very learned young man of our 
own (now with God), who, after that he had observed that 
neither the latter nor the ancient Jews, nor the Gemarists 
themselves, knew what to make of this word, hath made a 
long discourse about it. (See Guil. Guisius, in his Anno- 
tations upon that title in the Mischna, called Kelaim.) 

The sense of the whole is, that he sent men on horse- 
back (naked, as the first Targum will have it, that they 
might be lighter), and upon other creatures as swift as 
horses,and upon mules both old andyoung, according as the 
places were nearer or farther off. So he ordered the letters 



to be sent with gTcat speed by too post, which carried them 
from stage to stage, till they came to the place whither they 
were directed. 

Ver. 11. Wherein the king granted the Jews which were 
in every city to gather themselves together.] Notwithstand- 
ing that former decree sent by Haman. 

And to stand for their life, to destroy, to slay, and to 
cause to perish, all the power of the people and province that 
would assault them, both little ones and women, and to take 
the spoil of them for a prey.] It must be presumed that 
some would obey the former order, out of their hatred to 
the Jews; therefore this gives them authority, if any at- 
tempt was made upon them, cither in great bodies or small 
parties, not only to defend themselves and repel them, but 
to make as great a slaughter of them as they were able (for 
he uses many words to express the liberty he gave them to 
destroy their enemies), not sparing children and women; 
and to possess themselves of their goods, as men used to 
do in war, and as Haman had procured them licence to 
take the goods of tho Jews, (iii. 13.) 

Ver. 12. Upon one day, in all the provinces of king Aha- 
suerus, namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar.] Which day was chosen and ap- 
pointed by Haman for their destruction. 

Ver. 13. The copy of the writing, for a commandment to 
be given in every province.] To warrant them to do what 
was therein commanded. * 

Was published unto all people, and that the Jews should 
be ready against that day to revenge themselves on their 
enemies.] Furnish themselves with arras, and all things ne- 
cessary for their defence, and to annoy their enemies on 
that day. The latter Targum makes bold to insert a copy 
of this letter, which imports, that the king was deceived by 
Haman, who persuaded him to write the former letter; but 
now he had hanged him, because he found the Jews to be 
an innocent people, worthy of his protection: and espe- 
cially commended Esther and Mordecai, whom he had 
taken into his favour: and therefore sent this new signifi- 
cation of his will and pleasure to them in tho behalf of the 
Jews. There are many expressions in it, which, no doubt, 
he never used ; but the sense of it is good. 

Ver. 14. So the posts xvhich rode upon mules and camels 
went out.] Here are two of. the same words used again, 
reches and ahashteranim; the latter of which is translated 
camels, as it was before; which, though they be not swift 
creatures, yet are very fit to travel through dry countries 
better than horses, being very patient of thirst and labour. 

Being hastened and pressed on by the king's command* 
ment.] Who gave them a strict charge to make all the speed 
possible to disperse this new order. 

And the decree was given at Shushan the palace.] As that 
sent by Haman was ; (iii. 15.) and, as I there observed, 
signed, it is probable, by the king's counsellors. 

Ver. 15. And Mordecai went out from the presence of the 
king in royal apparel of blue and white.] In such robes as 
the princes of Persia were wont to wear. 

And tvith a great crown of gold."] Not like that of the 
king's ; but such a coronet as was used by the greatest 
peers of the realm. 

And with a garment of fine linen and purple.] This was 
his inner garment, as the former was the outward. The 
former Targum hath made an extravagant description of 
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the riches of the habit, wherein Mordecai appeared; his 
tunic costing four hundred and twenty talents of gold; and 
many such things which he saith about his sword; and the 
chain of gold about his neck, which it would be a vanity to 
mention. But one thing he saith, which is pious, if it were 
truly related ; that Esther looking out of her window, saw 
him walk in this state : and he spying her, said those 
words of the Psalmist, (exxiv. G.) "Blessed be the Lord, 
who hath not given me a prey unto their teeth." To which 
she replied in the words of Psal. cxxii.7. "Our help 
standeth in the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth." 

And the city o/Shushan rejoiced and was glad.] At his 
advancement, and at the fall of Haman, who designed the 
ruin of such an excellent person. 

Ver. 16. The Jews had light, and gladness, and joy.'] All 
these words signify the same thing, expressing the highest 
joy and satisfaction. 
' And honour.] They were much respected by the people. 

Ver. 17. And in every province, and in every city; whi- 
thersoever the king's commandment and his decree catne.] 
His commandment was, that the decree should be published 
with all speed; and both of them were known together: 
what decree the king had made, and how he pressed the 
delivery of it, (ver. 14.) 

Tlie Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day.] 
Not only in Shushan, but every where else, they enter- 
tained one another, and their neighbours, with good cheer, 
being full of joy at this unexpected alteration of their af- 
fairs. For they doubted not this hew decree of the king's 
would be observed by his people ; and they were resolved 
to defend themselves against those that did not observe it, 
and destroy them. 

And many of the people of the land became Jews.] Many 
of the Persians became proselytes to the Jewish religion, 
as both the Targums explain it; but that they were cir- 
cumcised is not probable. Such persons there were in all 
times, especially in the days of David and Solomon, when 
the affairs of the Jews were very prosperous. But the 
Jews say they did not admit them presently, until the 
court of judgment approved them as sincere converts. 
See Seldcn, de Jure Nat. et Gent. lib. ii. cap. 2. 4. where 
he observes, that such persons ever after went by the name 
of Jews (as Dio himself takes notice), and were not 
reckoned gentiles if they fell to idolatry, but called apos- 
tates. (See p. 149, &c. 160.) 

For the fear of the Jews fell upon them.] The liberty 
granted them by the king's edict, and the power of the 
queen and Mordecai, made the Persians stand in awe of 
them and of their God, who had so marvellously disposed 
things in their favour. (Sec the next chapter, ver. 2, 3.) 

But this hath made some admire that such a marvellous 
and memorable thing should not be related, nor so much as 
touched, by any exotic writer whatsoever. Of which Ja- 
cobus Capellus hath given a plain reason, that the history 
of Ochus is described by no writer, but only Diodorus 
Siculus: and he meddles with the affairs of Persia no far- 
ther than as they cohere with the affairs of Greece. 

CHAP. IX. 

Ver. 1. J\oW, in the twelfth month (that is the month 
Adar), on the thirteenth day of the same, when the king's 
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commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execu- 
tion, in the day that the enemies of the Jews hoped to have 
power over tliem.] As they often boasted (it is likely) and 
threatened, since the decree, which Haman sent, came to 
them, for they had gotten start of the other, and put the 
Jews into great terror and confusion, and their enemies 
into high expectation of their ruin. 

(Though it was turned to the contrary, that the Jews 
had rule over them that hated them).] As it appeared pre- 
sently when the time was come for the executing both the 
decrees. • 

Ver. 2. Ttie Jews gathered themselves together in their 
cities throughout all the provinces of the king Ahasuems, to 
Icty hand on such as sought their hurt.] As some did, being 
possessed with hatred to them, and being combined, it is 
likely, upon the receipt of Hainan's decree, to endeavour 
to destroy them. It cannot be imagined, that when Ha- 
man perished, all his friends and potentates perished with 
him; but he had a great party every where, some of which 
were so furiously enraged at his fall, that they could not 
contain themselves from shewing their indignation. at those 
who were the occasion of it. 

And no man could withstand them.] But they fled before 
them. 

For the fear of them fell upon all people] When they 
heard that Haman had lost all his authority and his life, 
and that his family was destroyed, and how Mordecai was 
in great power (as it here follows), and the queen herself 
was a Jew, no doubt it daunted all those who were dis- 
posed to execute the first decree. And though some were 
so desperately envenomed against the Jews, that they did 
rise up to assault them, yet they had not such courage as 
the Jews had' to oppose them. 

Ver. 3. And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieu- 
tenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped the 
Jews!] Which was d' great advantage to them> and ! dis- 
heartened their enemies, who hoped for their assistance.- 

Because the f ear* of Mordecai fell upon them.] They were 
men of the times (as we speak),* and would have been as 
ready to execute Hainan's decree, if he had continued in 
power, as to aid the Jews in this: which it was their in- 
terest to do, being afraid to be turned out of their places 
by Mordecai, who was tlie chief minister, if they did other- 
wise. 

Ver. 4. For Mordecai was great in- the king's house.] 
Having the management of all the queen's affairs in the 
court, where she was beloved of the king; who also (it 
appears by the foregoing chapter, ver. 15.) gave him the 
highest authority in the kingdom. 

And his fame went out throughout all the provinces.] It 
is soon known every where who is the favourite at court, 
which makes all addresses to be paid to him. 

For this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater.] In 
the esteem of the people, who not only stood in awe of his 
power, but highly applauded his wisdom and justice in the 
management of all affairs: for one cannot but think he was 
very eminent in those noble qualities. 

Ver. 5. Titus the Jews smote all their enemies xoith the 
stroke of the sivord, and slaughter, and destruction:] -That 
is, they that had no swords slew them with clubs and 
staves, and such-like weapons &s they could procure ;^ as 
the former Targum understands it. 
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And did what they woidd unto those that hated them.] 
Had them perfectly at their mercy* 

Vcr. G. And in Shushan the palace.] That is, in tho city 
where the king's palace was. 

The Jeivs slew and destroyed five hundred men.] It is com- 
monly thought that these and the rest mentioned ver. 15, 
1G. were such as they knew were confederate with Haman, 
and perhaps Amalekitcs (as the latter Targum saith); for 
Mordecai, they think it is likely, required them to kill none 
but those who declared themselves forward to execute 
Hainan's decree. But I see no ground for this: if men 
were quiet, and did not rise up against them, they had no 
authority to hurt them, much less to kill them. Therefore 
these five hundred, and the rest killed in other places, were 
men who could not conceal their wicked inclinations, but 
openly assaulted them; and such Ahasucrus gave them 
power to destroy, (viii. 11.) And Dr. Alix thinks the con- 
jecture of the Targum is right; that these five hundred men 
were Amalekitcs, who followed the fortune of Haman : and 
by their slaughter were accomplished the prophecies against 
Amalek. Some others', it is likely, joined with them ; but 
they were the most enraged against the Jews, and the 
readiest to attempt their destruction. * 

Ver. 7. And Parshandatha,and Dalphon, and Aspatha, 

Ver. 8. And Poratha, and Adalia, and Aridatha, 

Ver. 9. And Parmashta, and Arisai, arid Aridai, and 
Vajezatha.] It is too curious an observation of some of the 
Jews, that the letter vau before the last of these names is 
larger than ordinary, to shew, that though this was the 
youngest son of Haman, yet he was the most violent 
against the Jews of all the rest. Or, as others will have it 
(for such conceits are endless), this being the numeral letter 
for the number six, it signifies this was the sixth son of 
Haman, but placed last, out of contempt, as the vilest of 
them all* 

Ver. 10. The ten sons of Hainan the son of Hammedatha, 
the enemy of the Jews, slew they.] It is likely they were in 
the head of the rest, who were so bold as to attempt the 
destruction of the Jews in this city; being mad with rage, 
and resolved to revenge their father's death; and rather 
perish than not execute his design as far as they were 
able. - 

But on the spoil laid they not their hand.] The king had 
granted them leave to take it, (viii. 11.) but they would 
not meddle with it, that they might not seem to desiro any 
thing but their own safety, and that the king might have 
the greater kindness for them, into whose exchequer these 
goods were to come, if he pleased. * 

Ver. 11. On that day the number of those that were slain 
in Shushan tlie palace, was brought before the king.'] Who 
required an account, that he might know how people stood 
affected towards the Jews. 

Ver. 12. And the king said unto Esther the queen % The 
Jews have slain and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan 
the palace, and the ten sons of Haman; tvhat have they 
done in the rest of the king's provinces?] That was not yet 
known, but he thought in all likelihood they must have 
killed a great many more. 

Now, what is thy petition? and it shall be granted thee; 
or what is thy request farther? and it shall be done.] If 
this did not satisfy her, he asks her what she had to desire 
farther, and he would not deny her. 



Vcr. 13. Tlien said Esther, If it please the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to-morrow 
also according unto this day's decree*] That is, kill as many 
of their enemies as they could find; for some that appeared 
against them, perhaps, escaped their hands, whom they 
might meet withal the next day. 

And let Hainan's ten sons be hanged upon the gallows.] 
By their father, I suppose. ♦ . 

Ver. 14. And the king commanded it so to be done: and 
the decree was given at Shushan.] That both her petition 
and request should be granted. This was a new decree, 
authorizing them to do on the fourteenth day as they had 
on the thirteenth. 

And they hanged Haman's ten sons.] For their great in ? 
famy, that they might be exposed to public reproach, and 
their bodies remain unburied, being left to rot upon the 
gallows, or to be devoured by crows and vultures, and 
such-like ravenous creatures. For, though tho Jews suf- 
fered none to hang on a tree (so they called a gallows) 
longer than till the evening of the day, whereon they were 
hanged, yet other nations let them hang till they were 
there consumed ; as appears from the story of the Gibeqn- 
ites, (2 Sam. xxi. 9, 10.) and from the vulgar saying among 
the Romans, u pascere in cruce corvos," to feed ravens on 
a gibbet. 

Vcr. 15. For the Jeivs that were in Shushan gathered 
themselves together on the fourteenth day also of the month 
Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan ; but on the 
prey they laid not their hand.] The former Targum saith 
still, these three hundred men were of the family of Amalek. 
But whosoever they were, I take them to have been such 
as the day before rose up against them, hut in the conflict 
escaped by flight, and now were found out and killed. 
. Ver- 1G. But the other Jews that were in the king's pro- 
vinces gathered themselves together, and stood for their 
lives.] This they did upon the thirteenth day, when they 
defended themselves from those that rose up against them 
to destroy them. 

And had rest from their enemies.] Who could not stand 
before them; but ceased to molest them. 

And slew of their foes seventy and five thousand.] There 
is some reason to think these were Amalekitcs, as the 
former Targum saith: for, it is likely, many of that nation 
might be dispersed throughout the king's provinces as well 
as the Jews ; and being the old enemies of the Jews, might 
be very forward to help to destroy them. But whosoever 
they were, the Jews prevailed against them, and slew so 
many thousands, that thereby we may judge what a great 
number of Jews still remained in other countries, and did 
not return to their own. 

But they laid not their hands on the prey.] It is likely 
Mordecai, in his letters, had charged them not to make 
use of the liberty the king had given them to take the spoil, 
(viii. 11.) because they universally avoided it. 

Ver. 17. On the thirteenth day of the month Adar.] This 
is to be referred to the foregoing words ; the slaughter was, 
made in the provinces on the thirteenth day of this month, 
when they should have been destroyed themselves. 

And on the fourteenth day of the same y rested they, and 
made it a day of feasting end gladness.] And so the Jews 
in the. provinces made the uext day a festival of rejoicing 
for their great deliverance. For there never was any day 
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of joy and gladness for any blessing, without feasting and 
liberal entertainment of each other, and of the poor. 

Ver. 18. But the Jews that were at Shushan assembled 
.together on'the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth 
thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the. same they rested, 
and made it a day of feasting and gladness.] The Jews, in- 
deed, in the city of Shushan, made the fifteenth day a festi- 
val, because they had liberty to avenge themselves of their 
enemies, not only on the thirteenth, but on the fourteenth, 
which were botl days of slaughter ; and therefore they 
rested not till the fifteenth day. 

Ver. 19. Tlierefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in 
the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar a day of gladness and feasting, and a good day, and 
of sending portions one to another.] This verse gives an ac- 
count of the reason of the different observation of the festi- 
val in Shushan, and in the country towns throughout the 
king's provinces. There they had leave only on one day 
to slay their enemies, which was the thirteenth of Adar; 
therefore the fourteenth was a day of gladness to them: 
whereas in Shushan the fifteenth was the day of gladness, 
the fourteenth being, by the king's leave, made like the thir- 
teenth, another day of slaughter. But this was at the first 
done thus, only of their own free accord ; afterward the law 
established it otherwise. 

A day of gladness and feasting, and a good day.] A day 
of thanksgiving and praise to God, as well as of feasting 
one with another, and of sending portions to their neigh- 
bours out of their good cheer, that the meaner sort might 
feast and rejoice also. And as, to add to their joy, they 
sent them meat from their tables ; so the Jews have made 
a constitution, that they should make a collection of money 
to send to the poor at this time of the year, that they may 
provide themselves things necessary to make a feast. 
Which money it is unlawful (as Guilielmua Schickardus 
observes) to apply to any other use, but only the making 
themselves merry at this time. (Sec Nehem. viii. 10.) 

Ver. 20. And Mordecai wrote these things, and sent letters 
unto all the Jetvs'that were in all the provinces of the king 
Ahasuerus, both nigh and far.] That which they had done 
at the first voluntarily, he thought good to turn into a law, 
and sent it into the whole realm. 

Ver. 21. To stablish this among them, that they should 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth 
day of the same, yearly.] But, to make these more solemn 
times, they now keep a fast before the feast (after the 
example of Esther) on the thirteenth day of the month 
Adar. 

Ver. 22. As the days wherein the Jews rested from their 
enemies, and the month which was turned unto them from 
sorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day; that 
they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of send- 
ing portions one to another, and gifts to the poor.] For in 
the' provinces they had done their work before the four- 
teenth day, and then rested and rejoiced: but in Shushan 
not before the fifteenth ; and then they rejoiced there. 

Ver. 23. And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, 
and as Mordecai had written unto them.] That is, to keep 
these days as festivals every where throughout all gene- 
rations. 

Ver. 24. Because Haman the son of JJammedatha the 
Agagite,the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the 
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Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur (that is the lot) to 
consume them, and to destroy them: 

Ver. 25. But ivhen Esther came before the king, he com- 
manded, by letters, that his wicked device, which he devised 
against the Jews, should return upon his own head, and that 
he and his sons should be hanged on the gallows.] These two 
verses give an account why this festival was ordained, 
which they took care should be understood by all posterity: 
who observe it at this day; and tell us it consists in these 
three things: in reading, in rest from labour, and in feast- 
ing. The reading begins in the evening, as soon as the 
stars appear; when the history of Haman is read from the 
beginning to the end, out of a Hebrew manuscript written 
on parchment: for it is not lawful to read it out of a printed 
Bible, no more than they do the law itself, as Schick&rd 
observes out of their writers, who say, three prayers go 
before this reading. In the first of which they praise God 
for counting them worthy to attend this Divine service: 
in the second, they thank him for the miraculous preserva- 
tion of their ancestors: and in the third, that they have 
lived to observe another festival in memory of it. After 
this they go to supper upon spoon-meats ; and.next morn- 
ing to the synagogue, where the history is read over again 
with the same ceremonies. After which they have done 
with religion and piety, and spend the two days in idle- 
ness, and eating, and drinking. Surenhuysius hath given 
a full account of this reading, and the benedictions, in his 
notes upon the Megillah, p. 087. And for their rest and 
feasting, they say in their books, that the first is kept so 
sacredly, that they will not so much as set or sow any 
thing in their garden on these days ; but play at chess, and 
such-like games, or spend the time in music and dancing, 
till it be time to feast. And then they indulge themselves 
so far, that they think it not unlawful to drink so much, as 
not to be able to distinguish between the blessing of Mor- 
decai and the curse of Haman, as they themselves speak. 
Insomuch, that our learned primate Usher calls this feast, 
Tlie Bacchanals of the Jews. 

Ver. 26. Wfierefore they called these days Purim, after 
the name of Pur.] A Persian word, signifying a lot. 

Thereforeyfor all the words of this letter, and of that which 
they had seen concerning this matter, and which had come 
unto them.] This seems to refer to the foregoing words;" 
wherefore they called these days Purim, because of what 
was contained in the letters of Mordecai, and because of 
what they bad seen when these things fell out, and what 
they heard reported of them in the places where they could 
not see them. But we take them to be the reason of what 
follows; viz. of the keeping these days." 

Ver. 27. The Jews ordained, and took Upon them, and 
upon their seed, and upon all such as joined themselves 
unto them.] All that should become proselytes to their 
religion. 

So as it should not fail, that they xoould keep these two 
days according to their ivriting, and according to their ap- 
pointed time, every year.] According as Mordecai had , 
written, so they engaged without fail to keep these two 
days in the time appointed; viz. on the fourteenth day 
they kept the festival in the country all over the king's do- . 
minions, and on the fifteenth they kept it in Shushan. The 
former of these the Jews now call in their calendar the 
lesser feast of Purim/and the latter the greater feast. 
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. Ver. 28. And that these days should be remembered, and 
kept throughout every generation, every family, every pro- 
vince, and every city.'] Accordingly at this day they kept 
this festival, as they did in more ancient times: for in the 
second book of Maccabees, xy. 37. we find, that Judas 
having obtained a great victory over Nicanor, they or- 
dained it should be commemorated upon the thirteenth of 
Adar, the day before the feast of Mordccai, which was 
this ofPurim. This shews, that in those days they kept 
this deliverance in memory by celebrating this feast, and 
that the thirteenth of Adar was not then a fast. 
. And that these days ofPnrim should not fail from among 
the Jews, nor the memorial of them perish from their seed.] 
This is but a repetition of what was said before, to make 
them more seriously attend to their obligation; which was 
laid upon them all throughout all generations. Accord- 
ingly now, as they tell us in their books, the little children, 
Jhe women, they that are base born, and servants, &c. are 
bound to keep this feast. 

. Ver. 29. Tlien Esther the queen, the daughter ofAbihail, 
and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority, to confirm 
this second letter ofPurim.] These days w r cre first recom- 
mended to their observation by the authority of Mordecai, 
ver. 20. But either they were neglected, or sometime inter- 
mitted, or were thought not to be sufficiently established; 
therefore the first order was confirmed and ratified by a 
second, which was backed by the authority of the queen. 
And the opinion of Maimonides is not improbable, that 
this was also an ordinance of the prophets; viz. Haggai, 
Zechariah, and others, that lived in the days of Esther. 
But this cannot be true; for they were dead long before 
this time. 

Ver. 30. And he sent the letters unto all the Jews, to the 
hundred twenty and seven provinces of the kingdom ofAha- 
^uerus.] And consequently as far as Jerusalem; for Syria 
and Judea were among his provinces, and the Jews should 
have been killed there, as well as in the rest of his domi- 
nions: and were bound to thank God for their preservation 
throughout all ages; for otherwise they had not been any 
longer a people. 

. With ivords of peace and truth.] Full of sincere love 
and affectionate desires of their happiness. " Verbis amicis 
et sinceris." Or, as others will have it, wishing their pros- 
perity, and exhorting them to live in love and peace, and 
to be faithful in their religion; and particularly in keeping 
their promise of observing these days. But after all, Con- 
radus Pellicanus seems to me to have guessed the best 
at the meaning of these words peace and truth, $ which he 
thinks were the salutation at the top of the letter. 

Ver. 31. To confirm these days ofPurim in their times 
appointed, according as Mordecai the Jeiv and Esther tlte 
queen had enjoined them, and as they had decreed for them- 
selves, and for their seed, the matters of. the fastings and 
their cry.] Some learnqd men understand these words, as 
if they meant, that these days of Purim were therefore ap- 
pointed, that they might be a memorial of that; deliverance, 
which was .obtained of God by fastings and prayqrs unto 
him; which, if it be admitted, gives no ground to conclude 
from thence, that they observed a fast upon this occasion, 
as well as a feast. The Jews, indeed, think quite other- 
wise; and, if we may believe their calendar, have ever 
since kept, a fast on the thirteenth of Adar, .which, was the 



day appointed for their extirpation. Upon tho hearing 
of which decree, all places were filled with doleful lament- 
ations, there being no help for them if Goddid not deliver 
them; unto whom therefore they cried with fasting and 
prayer. In memory of which, they undertook to keep a 
yearly fast, as well as days of feasting and gladness, 
which immediately ensued. But their calendar is a new 
piece, and of no credit at all ; nor do we find the least indi- 
cation that Esther or Mordecai enjoined any tiling but a 
feast, no mention being made of a fast in their decree: 
and therefore it was voluntarily undertaken by the Jews 
themselves in after-ages, as this verse seems to import. 
Which the former Targum thus paraphrases (and the latter 
to the same purpose): " To confirm these days ofPurim, 
as Mordecai the Jew, aud Esther the queen, appointed con- 
cerning them; and as the Jews ordained for themselves, 
and for their posterity, to keep in memory the matter of 
their fastings and their prayers." 

Ver. 32. And the decree of Esther confirmed these matters 
ofPurim; and it tvas written in the book.] Either she made 
a new decree by her sole authority to enforce the former ; 
or the meaning is, that she commanded the forementioned 
decree, which confirmed the days ofPurim, to be recorded 
and made a public act, in a book where, perhaps, this whole 
history was contained. Which record testified in time. to 
come what passed in her days; viz. their danger,and their 
wonderful deliverance, and the decree of Esther concern- 
ing the observation of these.days. 



CHAP. X. 

Ver. 1. xjLND the king Ahasuerus laid a tribute upon the 
land, and upon the isles of the sea.]' Having great occasion 
for money, he laid a new tax upon all his provinces, b6th 
in the continent (as we speak) and in tho, isles of the sea, 
belonging to his dominions. Some .think, that the imposts 
which he released to his people at the marriage of Esther, 
(ii. 18.) which continued for some years, were now revived ; 
and that this is all which is meant by these words. But 
this doth not well agree with this phrase, cf laying a tribute 
on them. Our primate Usher understands by the isles here 
mentioned, those in the iEgean Sea, which were conquered 
by Darius Hystaspes, who was the first that laid a tribute 
on his subjects ; for Cyrus, and Cambyses before him, laid 
none ; but, being begun, they continued it to the reign of 
this king, ad Annum Per. Julian. 4219. Strabo saith, (lib. 
xv. p. 735.) that the tribute exacted on the sea-coast was 
paid in silver ; but that from the land, in such commodities 
as every country afforded, in wool, drugs, cattle, &c. 

Ver. 2. And all the acts of his power, and of his might.] 
Which was so great, that the Egyptians in their hierogly- 
phics represented Ochus by a sword. And Plutarch (as 
Jacobus Capellus observes) calls him the most terrible of 
all the Persian kings. ' . 

And the declaration of the greatness of Mordecai, where* 
unto the king advanced him, are they not written in the book 
oftlie Chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia?] These 
words signify, that as this king did great things, so they weyo 
to be ascribed very much to the management ofMordecai, 
after he was advanced to the highest authority in the king- 
dom, Jiutit was not the design of the author of this history 
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to relate such things; for which he refers to the public 
records of the kingdom, which were kept in some part of 
the king's house, (it appears from vL 1.) and were extant 
in those days when this book was written. 

Ver. 3. For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Aha- 
suerus.] I cannot but observe here, in the conclusion of this 
book, that Mordecai is so often called the Jew by this au- 
thor, (sec ix. 29. 31.) that it hath inclined me to think it was 
not written by one of that nation, but by some proselyte of 
Persia who was converted, as many were at this time, (viii. 
17.) to the Jewish religion. Some of which might be in 
these times divinely inspired, as Nicholas, a proselyte of 
Antioch, was in the apostles' days, (Acts vi. 5.) But I have 
no authority for this, which I mention as a mere con- 
jecture. 

And great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude 
of his brethren.] His greatness did not make him forget his 
brethren; by whom he was highly esteemed, and much 
honoured by every one of them. 

Seeking the wealth of his people.'] And no wonder he was 
so acceptable, for his study was how to do them good. 



And speaking peace to all his seed.} Advising and pro- 
moting whatsoever was for their advantage ; and speaking 
still to the king for that which might tend to the happiness, 
and prosperity of his nation, which he advanced to the ut- 
most of his power. Unto which a most earnest desire of 
the coming of the' Messiah contributed exceedingly; and 
the serious study of the law, which he recommended to 
them, as the only means of living happily. Thus Conradus 
Pcllicanus concludes his commentary on this book ; but 
where he found this I cannot tell. It is only highly proba- 
ble, that so good a man as Mordecai was very solicitous 
they should be obedient to the law of Moses (as Malachi 
was), and live in expectation of the Messiah, concerning 
whom Moses prophesied. For, as Epiphanius, and Seder 
Olam, and others, observe, this book of Esther is the last 
canonical book of the Old Testament; and the nearer they 
approached to the coming of Christ, the more desirous holy 
men were to see him. Others, indeed, think Malachi is the 
last Divine writer ; but, on the other side, it seems proba- 
ble, that he, having taken no notice of the deliverance 
under Esther, prophesied some time before it. 
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xxARON, three years elder than Moses, i. 1G3. fr.an account of 
his wife and her family, i. 183. fr. an agent to work miracles 
under the direction of Moses, i. 185. fr. the consecration of Aaron 
and his sons to the priesthood, i. 289. a. a more particular ac- 
count of their consecration, i. 301. a, the reasons of his making 
the golden calf, i. 317. a. his excuse for making of it, i. 321. fr. 
a complete account of his consecration and his sons to the 
priesthood, i. 372. a. &c. the manner in which he began his 
priestly function, i.374. a. Sec. Aaron and his sons alone were to 
officiate as priests, i. 497. fr. his family had no inheritance in the 
land, but an ample provision was made for them, i. 572. fr. his 
death, i. 585. fr. 

Abarim, a ridge of hills whereof Nebo was one, ii. 40. fr. 

Abdon, a judge of Israel, ii. 183. a. 

Abel, the signification of the name, i. 21. fr. bis employment, ibid, 
the nature and acceptance of his offering, i. 22, fr. his sacrifices 
set on fire by a flame from the Schechinah, ibid, murdered by his 
brother, i. 23. I. the children of Seth used to swear by his 
blood, i. 31. a. 

Abiathar, the high-priest, flies to David with the Urim and Thum* 
mim, ii. 287. fr- takes the part of Adonijah, ii. 381. fr. is de- 
graded from the priesthood and confined, ii. 388. a. 

A bib, the name of one of the Hebrew months, why so called, 
i. 203. b. the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, i. 417. a. 

Abigail, her speech and present to king David, ii. 293. fr. &c. is 
married to him, ii. 295. a. 

Abijah, his victories over Jeroboam, ii. G13. a. 

Abijam, a king of Judah, ii. 437. fr. his wicked reign and death, ii. 
438. b. 

Abimelech, the name of all the kings of Palestine, i. 79. a. he 
was a worshipper of the true God, i. 79. b. &*c. 

AVimelech, his speech to the people, and his cruelty to the 
sons of Gideon, ii. 16G. a. &c. he takes the city of Shechem, 
ii. 171. a. is killed by a piece of a millstone thrown upon him, ii. 
172. a. 

Abishag the Shunammite, a young virgin brought to David, ii. 
38 J. a. 

Ahishai, his advice to David to kill Saul, ii. 29G. a. 

Abner makes Ish-bosheth the son of Saul king, ii. 310. a. is re- 
conciled to David, ii. 313. a. slaiu by Joab, ii. 315. a. the man- 
ner and place of his burial, ii. 316. a. 

Abominable, an abominable thing not to be eaten, i. 706. a. 

Abomination, the meaning of the word, i. 429. a. 

Abraham, a fable concerning him, i. 40. a. not the eldest son of 
Terab, i. 57. b. the time of his birth, i. 58. a. a fiction concerning 
him, i. 58. b. a promise that all the world should be blessed in 
him,i. 59. a. a notable instance of his faith, ibid, his obedience 
constantly rewarded, i. GO. a. an account of his learning, i. 61. 
ff. why called the Hebrew, i. G3. fr. his posterity compared to the 
Mars, i. GG. a. the changing of his name, and the reason of it, 
i. 70. a. a great instance and reward of his obedience, i. 73. a. 
an argument of his modesty, i. 75. fr. he is the first that is called 



a prophet, i. 79. b. the first that offered a child for a sacrifice, 

i. 84. b. his faith and obedience, in offering his son, particularly 

explained, i. 85. a. his death, i. 93. a. 
Absalom, he kills Amnon for forcing his sister Tamar, ii. 342. a. 

flies, but is recalled by David, by the policy of Joab, ii. 345. a. 

an account of his hair, ii. 346. a. his policy to make himself 

popular, ii. 347. a. he raises men, and forms a conspiracy, ii.' 

348.fr. engages, is defeated and slain, with the circumstances of 

his death and burial, ii. 357. a. &c. 
Abyssenes, their custom at meals, i. 136. a. 

Accursed, an account of the accursed thing stolen by Achan,ii.70. fr. 
A char, his trial and punishment for stealing the accursed thing, ii. 

73. a. &c. called the troubler of Israel, ii. 539. fr. 
Adam, why restrained from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, i. 13. a. the reason of the name, i. 13. b. joined toEve in 
■ marriage by God, i. 14. b. in what manner tempted to eat the 

forbidden fruit, i. 17. #. not cursed after the fall, and why, i. 18. a. 

not created in Paradise, i. 20.fr. bis employment was'chiefly hus- 
bandry, i. 21. fr. the number of his sons and daughters, i. 25. a. 

Adam, the common name to both sexes, i. 27. fr- 
Adiabene, another name for the country of Assyria, i. 50. fr. 
Adjuration, the judges of the Jews had power to use adjurations, 

i. 35G. a. 
Adoni-besek, a barbarous king, his punishment, ii. 130. fr. 
Adonijah, the son of David, attempts to make himself king, ii. 

381. fr. his party forsake him, he flies to the altar for refuge, and 

is forgiven by Solomon, ii. 385. a. &c. lie asks for Abishag the 

Shunammite to be his wife, ii. 387. fr. for which he is slain, ii. 388. a. 
Adonis, the fable of Adonis supposed to be taken from the story 

of Moses, i. 1G3. b. 
Adoram, the collector of Rehoboam's tribute, stoned, ii. 429. fr. 
Adrammelech, a pagan deity, ii. 510. a. 
Adrumetum, why so called, i. 9G. fr. 
Adullam, a city, an account of it, i. 122. a. 

Adulterer, the punishment of an adulterer and adulteress, i. 443. fr. • 
Adultery, forbidden by the law of Moses, i. 250. a. punished 

among the Jews by strangling, i. 443. fr. the punishment of it by 

the laws of Solon and Draco, i. 677* a. 
<£olia, from whence it had its name, i. 43. a. 
Ethiopia, one in Asia, another in Africa, i. 12. fr. not peopled as 

is commonly supposed by the posterity of Cush, i. 44. fr. 
^Ethiopians, from whom descended, i. 47. fr. 
AfHict, the meaning of the expression to afflict the soul, i. 417. fr. 
Africa, inhabited by the posterity of Ham, i. 50. a. from whence 

its name is derived, i. 9G. fr. 
Agag, the name of all the kings of the Amalekites, i. GOG. fr. one 

of them cut to pieces by Samuel, ii. 269. a. 
Agate, an agate, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 293. fr. 
Age, old age to be honoured, i. 440. a. 

Aged men most proper to receive Divine revelations, i. 185. fr. 
Ahab, his wicked reign, ii. 442. fr. he sends messengers into all 

countries to seek Elijah, ii. 446. a. &c. submits to Ben-lwdad, 
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king of Syria, ii. 453. a. terrifies the Syrians, and they fly, ii. 
454. a. makes a peace with Ben-hadad, for which he is threatened 
by a prophet, ii. 455. b. &c. lie takes possession of Naboth's 
vineyard, ii. 458. b* repents, ii. 459. a. is slain, and the dogs lick 
his blood, ii. 462. a. what is meant by the house of Ahab, ii. 629. 
o. an account of his wickedness, ii. 020. b* 
Ahasuerus, king of Persia, different opinions concerning him, ii. 
71G. b. he makes a feast for his nobles, ii. 717. a. signs a decree 
against the Jews, ii. 724. a. he makes it ineffectual, ii. 731. b. 
Ahaz, king of Judah, his character, ii. 504, b. calls in the king of 
Assyria to help him, against the Syrians, ii. 505. a. he makes and 
offers upon a new altar, ii. 505. b. his death, ii. 506. b. 
Ahaziah, a king of Israel, ii. 466. b. his wicked reign, ii. 463. a. 

consults Baal.zebub about his health, ibid, his death, ii. 464. b. 
Ahaziah, a king of Judr.h, ii. 485. a. is slain, ii. 488. a. 
Ahijah, the prophet, foretells that Jeroboam should seduce ten 
tribes from the house of David, ii. 426. a. and afterwards pre- 
dicts the destruction of his family, ii. 435. b. he is supposed to 
have written some part of the life of Solomon, ii. 608. b. 
Ahimelech, the high-priest, slain for his kindness to David, ii. 287.fl. 
Ahitliophel conspires with Absalom against David, ii. 352. b. his 
Counsel and his character, ii. 353. a. proposes to pursue after 
David, ibid, his counsel is refused, and he hangs himself, ii. 
355. b. 
Aholiab, a curious artificer, i. 314. a. 
Ai, a city taken by Joshua, ii. 76. b. 
Air, when created, i. 3. b. a custom in the east to lie in the open 

t air, i. 76. a. 
Alexander, why called by Daniel the king of Javan. i. 42. b. , 
Almighty, the first mention of the word in Scripture, i. 70. a. 
Almug-trees, what they were, ii. 420. b. 
Altar, the first account of building an altar, i. 37. b. 
Altars, sometimes built for memorial, i. 237. a* altars to God' 
■were made of earth, i. 251. b. altars of stone, in what manner 
t they were made, i. 252. a. the fashion of the Egyptian altars, 
i. 253. a. some account of the altar built by Solomon, ibid, the 
altar in some sense a place of refuge, i. 255. b. the altar belong- 
ing to the tabernacle, and its utensils described, i. 286, b. the 
form of- purifying the altar, i. 305. b. the altar of incense de- 
scribed, i. 307. a. the altar upon Mount Ebal described, with its 
use, i. 769. b* the golden altar in the temple, ii. 401. b. altars 
erected by Solomon, during the solemnity of the dedication of 
the temple, ii. 414. a. a new altar made by king Ahaz, ii. 505. b. 
altars of brass made by Solomon, ii. 599. b. an altar built upon 
Mount Zion, after the captivity, ii. 668. a. 
Amalek, the ground of their enmity against the Israelites, i. 236. a. 
'the reason why they -were utterly destroyed, i. 237. a. overcome 
by Saul, ii. 26u. b. 
Amalekite, the story of the Amalekite that brought the news to 

. David of Saul's death, ii. 307. a. &c. 
Amalekites, from whom descended, i. 117. b. devoted to destruc- 
tion, i. 118.a. the reason of their utter extirmination, i. 764. a. 
Amanita;, a people, from whom descended, i. 91. b. 
Amasa, the general of Absalom's forces courted by David, ii. 361. a. 

is slain by Joab, ii. 365. a. 
Amaziah, king of Judah, his character, ii. 499. a. &c. is taken 

prisoner, ii. 500. b. is .slain, ii. 501. a. 
Amen, the different, significations of the word, i. 771. a* the anti- 
quity of saying Amen at the conclusion of prayers, ii. 571. a* 
Amcnophis, said to be the third of the Egyptian kings after the 

eighteenth dynasty, i. 159. b. 
America, in what manner peopled, i. 53. b. 
Amcrsis, said to be the. fifth Egyptian king after the eighteenth 

dynasty, i. 159. b. , 
Amethyst, one of the stones in the breast-plate, i. 293. b. 
Ammonite, an Ammonite never to enter into the congregation of 

.the Lord, i. 749. b. the gods of the Ammonites, ii. 173. a* , 
Amnon, the son of David, his vile usage of his sister Tamar, and 

his death, ii. 339. b* &c. 
Amon, a king of Judah, his character and death, ii. 522. b. &c. 
Amontes, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. a particular ac- 
count of them, i. 68. a. the general name of the seven nations of 
Oanaan, i. 146. b. the five kings of the Amoritcs destroyed, ii. 
04. b. &c. 
Amos, said to be the first of the Egyptian kings after the eighteenth 
dynasty, i. 159. b* 



Amraphel, king of Shinar, an aecoinft of him, i. 62. 6. 
Anah, the first inventor of the procreation of mules, a particular 
account of him, i. 118. b. 

Anak, the children of Anak were men of great bulk and valour, i. 
544. b. a particular account of them, i. 687. b. 

Anakims, a gigantic people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. 

Anammelech, a pagan deity, ii. 510. a. 

Angels, why not mentioned in the history of the creation, i. 5. b. 
always made a part of theSchcchinah,i. 15. b. called Elohim fre- 
quently in Scripture, i. 10. b. can turn themselves into all shapes, 
i.21. a. the ark of Noah supposed to be steered by augcls, k 32. 
a. angels are supposed to conduct all sorts of creatures into the 
ark, i. 33. b. an account of the first appearance of an angel, i. 
69. a. particular observations upon the appearance of angels, 
i. 73. a. the manner how the angels conducted Lot and bis family 
out of Sodom, i. 77. a. employed sometimes in punishing man- 
kind, i. 77. b. God speaks by the ministry of angels, i. 84. b. is 
supposed to be especially present where the angels keep their 
.station, i. 101. a. an account of the host of angels that appeared 
to Jacob, i. 110. a. an angel wrestled with him, and why, i. 111. 
a. angels supposed to change their names, i.lll. b. the praying 
to angels no way supported by the practice of Jacob, i. 145. b. 
an account of the destroying angel in Egypt, i. 208. b. and of the 
angel thaV was to conduct the Israelites into Canaan, i. 209. b. 
an angel spoken to Balaam, i. 596. b. angels are sometimes called 
saints, ii. 42. a. an account of the angel that appeared at Boehim 
to the Israelites, .ii. 134. a. &c. the story of the angel that ap- 
peared to M ( anoah» ii. t84. b. the. hand of the angel stayed that 
was going to destroy Jerusalem, ii. 370. b. 

Anoint* the form of anointing the high-priest, i. 301. a. 

Anointed, the anointed of war, an officer among the Jews, i. 312. a. 

Anoiuting, what is meant by the anointing of the Lord, i. 379. a. 
the form of anointing the kings of Israel, ii. 251. a. &c. the rea- 
son of anointing with holy oil, ii. 384. b. 

Antipathy between mankind and the serpent-kind, discovered in 
the sensitive and natural faculties of both, i. 18. b. 

Apes brought to king Solomon by his navy, ii. 421. b. 

Apis, or pied bull among the Egyptians, how. procured, i. 105. b. 

Apis, an Egyptian god described, i. 317. c. brought in solemn 
pomp to Memphis, i. 320. b. 

Arabes, Scenita;, a people, an account of them, i. 93. b. 

Arabia, famous for the onyx and sardonyx, i. 12.. a. by whom 
peopled, i. 44. b. 

Arabia Felix, by whom inhabited, i. 51. b. the country of Arabia, 
why called, the region of death, i. 52. a. 

Arabians, their priests offered sacrifices naked, i. 289. b. 

Ararat, the mountains of Ararat, supposed by some to be the Gor- 
diaean mountains, i. 32. b. by others to be the highest part of the 
mountain of Taurus, i. 36. a. 

Araunah, an altar erected in his thrashing-floor purchased by David, 
ii. 380. b. 

Arba, a city, why so called, i. 117. b. 

Archelaus, an account of his dream, i. 128. b. 

Arithmetic, taught by Abraham, i. 61. a. 

Ark, the ark of Noah, a particular description of it, 32. a. &c. it 
was not a hundred years in building, i. 33. a. approved to be suf- 
ficiently large to contain all that is said to be stowed in it, ibid* 
the door of -the ark how fastened, i. 34. b. the ark supposed not 
to be moved far from the place where it was built, i. 35. £. re- 
lics of it to be seen upon the Gordiaean mountains, i. 36. a. it 
rested upon the mountains of Ararat; ibid. 

Ark, an account of the arlcof bulrushes wherein Moses was laid, 
i. 164. a. 

Ark of the covenant, its several names and the shape and dimen- 
sions of it, i. 277. b* &c. is said to be God's footstool, i. 280. a. 
the Divine residence over the ark, i. 338. b. the manner of carry- 
ing it when the tabernaele moved, i. 502. a. it was earned into . 
the field when they went to fight, i. 632. a. an ark said. to be 
made by Moses, i. 689. b. the ark of the covenant carried in the 
front of the. army, ii. 59. a. is taken by the Philistines, ii. 237. b. 
is brought into the house of.Dagon, ii. 238. b. sent away by the 
Philistines, and brought to Kirjath-jcarim, ii. 243. b. the. ark of 
God sometimes signifies a little coffer wherein the ephod was 
kept, ii. 263. b. the ark of- God removed from the house of 
Abinadab, ii. 321. b. brought into the temple by Solomon, ii. 
408. a. an account of what was in the ark, ii. 409. a. 
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- Arkites, a people from whom descended, i. 49. a. 
Ann, what is meant by a stretched-out arm, i. 673. ft. 
Arnon, a river, an account of its course, i. 589. b. 
Artaxerxes, called also Ahasuerus, ii. 670. a. a letter written to him 
to prevent the rebuilding of Jerusalem, ii* 670. 5. he writes a 
letter to Ezra, ii. 611.' b. 
Arts, first cultivated in the east, i. 54. b. 

Arvadites, a people from whom descended, i.49. b. 

Ashes of the altar received on the east part of the tabernacle, i. 
354. a. poured out by the priests in their common habit, i. 362. 
a. the ashes of the red heifer how managed, i. 578. a. 

Asbima, a pagan deity, ii. 510. a. 

Ashkenaz, the cou tries peopled by his posterity,!. 42. b. ■ . * 

Ashtaroth, a city, why so called, i. 63, a. 

Ashtaroth, the name of several pagan goddesses, ii. 136. a. 

Ashtoreth, the deity of the Zidonians, ii. 423. b. 

Asa, a king of Judah, his descent and character, ii. 438. b. he 
calls in the king of Syria to assist him,' ii. 439* b. his death, 
ibid, he makes a covenant, destroyed his mother's- idols, &c. ii. 
C15. b. in his sickness he sought not to the Lord, but to ; his phy- 
sicians, ii. 618. a. the magnificence of his funeral, ibid* 

Asahel, killed by Abner, ii- 311. &. 

Asher, an account of the tribe, i. 152. ft. the numbering of the 
Israelites descended from him, i. 617. a. the blessing of Moses 
upon that tribe, ii. 48. a. the lot of that tribe in the land of 
Canaan, ii. 111. a. . ' . 

Ashura, a fast among the Mahometans, i. 417. a. 

Asphaltites, a lake, an account of it, i. 77. b. 

Asphaltos, a kind of pitch described, i. 54.? K 

Ass, to feed asses an employment for the sons of princes, i. 119. a. 
the noblest persons formerly rode upon -asses, i. 176. b. the first- 
ling of an ass to be redeemed, or to be slain, i. 215. a. the ori- 
ginal of the notion that the Jews worshipped an ass's head, i. 
215. b. an ass going astray to be brought back, or lying under 
iiis "burden to be relieved j i. 265. b. great persons anciently rode 
- upon asses, i. 597. b. Balaam reproved by his ass, i. 598. a. &c. 
the price of an ass's head in the siege of Samaria, ii. 479. b. 

Assembly, what is meant by a solemn assembly, i. 462. a. 

Assur, afflicted by Alexander tire Great according to the prediction 
of Abraham, i. 610. a. 

Assyria, the ancient extent of that kingdom,, i. 11. b. called the 
i land of Nimrod, i. 46. b. by whom peopled and named, i. 50. b. 

Astrology, taught by Abraham, i. 61. a. 

Atad, what is meant by the thrashing-floor of Atad, i. 156. b. 

Atargatis, a goddess among the heathens, i. 671. a. 

Athaliah murders the seed-royal, and usurps the throne, ii. 492. a. 
she is slain, ii. 494. ft. 

Attribute, a particular account of the Divine attributes, i. 327. ft. 
Sec. some of them farther explained, i. 549. b. 

Avenger, the duty of the avcuger of blood in the case of murder, 
i, 649. b. the case between the avenger of blood and the man- 
slayer stated, i. 650. a. 

Avims, a people, why so called, i. 664. a. 

Aunt, the law of marrying an aunt among Jews and heathens; i. 
426. b. ' 

Aurclian, an instance of his valour, ii. 191. b. . . 

Axe, the miracle of Elisha upon the axe-head, ii. 477. 5. 

Azariah, the son of Oded, his advice to king Asa, ii. 615. a. 

Azariah, a king of Judah, ii. 50i. a. his character, ii. 502. a. he 
dies, ibid. 

BAAL,agod worshipped by the Moabitcs,i.600.a.the first king of 

Babel after Nimrod, was the first that was deified after his death, 

ii. 35. a. the manner of worship paid to Baal by his priests, ii. 

447. b. his priests and temple destroyed by Jehu, ii. 491. a. &c. 
Baal-bcrith, a heathen 'deity, ii; 165. b. 
Baalim, the general name for all the demons of the heathen, ii* 

186. a. . * ■ ,,...,. 

Baal-Peor, the manner of worshipping that idol, i. 253. a. a god of 

the Moabitcs worshipped by the Israelites, i. 611. a. 
Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, an account of that deity, ii. 403.'a. 
Baalzephon, the name' of a place and the signification of the word, 

i. 218. a. • • • '•..,.>..,: 

Baasha, a king of Israel, an account of him, ii. 439. a. his con* 

spiracy, ii. 440. a* his death, ii. 440. b. 
Babel, by whom built/ i* 46. b* the occasion of the name, i. 56. a, 

VOL. II. 



Babylon, the walls of it with what made, i. 54. b. famous for di- 
vers-coloured garments, ii. 151. b. 

Bacchus, the reason of the name, supposed to be the same with 
Nimrod, i. 46. b. rites observed at the feasts of Bacchus, i. 205. b. 
the Jews charged with celebrating two feasts in honour of Bac- 
chus, i*. 463. a. 

Back, the back parts of God discovered to Moses; i. 326. #. 

Badgers' skins belonging to the tabernacle, i. 284. b. • •> 

Baetilia, or consecrated stones, from whence came the custom, i. 
101.5. 

Baker, the history of Pharaoh's, baker, i. 126. b. 

Balak, a king of Moab, his correspondence with Balaam, i, 594. 
b.&c .'«... 

Balaam, a famous soothsayer, an account of his correspondence 
with Balak, i. 594. b. he was a prophet, he blessed and cursed 

. by prayer to God, i. 595. a. performed the office of a priest, i. 
600.'£.iie is slain, i. 632. b. 

Balm, originally brought out of Arabia Felix, i. 121. a. . » . i 

Baptism, from what pattern it was. originally derived, i. 244, a. 

Barak defeats Sisera and his army, ii. 145. a. . , . . 

Barley, drink made of barley in Egypt, i. 136. a. 

Barrenness, a great affliction among the Jews, i. 103. b. 

Barzillai the Gileadite, his fidelity, and his present to king David, 

i ii. 356. a. he meets the king after his victory. over Absalom, ! ii. 

. 363. a. 

Basket, the first-fruits to be offered in a basket, i. 764. b. 

Bastard, the law of Moses concerning bastards, i. 749. a. &c. 

Bat, an unclean bird, i. 385. b. 

Bathing, places upon the Nile for the royal family of Egypt, i„ 

. 164. b. .. . .. 

Bath-sheba sent* for by David and complies, ii. 333. a. her speech 
to David upon the conspiracy of Adonijah, ii. 382. b. 

Battlements ordered upon the roofs of their houses, i. 744. b. 

Bdellium, the derivation of the word, and the meaning of it, i. 12. a. 

Beard, the' corners of the beard not to be marred, i. 437. b. 

Beasts of the earth, what the expression signifies, i. 6. b. beasts 
and birds how" brought to Adam to be* named, i. 13. b. beasts 
where bestowed in the ark, i. 32. b. of unclean beasts two of 
every sort preserved in the ark, i. 33. a. the distinction of clean 

- and unclean beasts upon what founded, i. 33. ft. clean and un- 
clean beasts. before the law, i. 66. b. the damage occasioned by 
beasts eating another man's grass or corn, i. 260. a. thelaw s con* 
cerning beasts delivered to another to keep, *i. 261. a. the lying 
with 7l beast punished with death, i. 262. b. the reasons for the 
distinctions of beasts into clean and unclean, i. 381. a. the beast 
* a man has lain with to be put to death, i. 444.5. the age of beasts 
to be offered for sacrifices among Jews and heathens, i. 455. b. 
countries and people sometimes destroyed by wild beasts, i. 480. 

a. the case of a beast clean or unclean that is vowed to a Divine 
use, i: 485. b. said to have spoken among the heathens, i. 598. 

b. that died of themselves how to be disposed of, i. 707. a. cha- 
rity to beasts gone astray, or fallen down under their burdens, 

. i. 743. a. &c. . , . 

Bedstead, the bedstead of Og king of Bashan, i. 666. a. 
Beer-sheba, the reason of the name, i. 82. &. its situation, i. 139. a. 

.the reason of the saying from Dan to. Beer-sheba, ii. 109. a. • 
Bees, a swarm of bees in the carcass of a lion, ii.. 187. a. 
Beeves, the chief of all burnt-offerings, i. 343. a. 
Bekah, a weight among the Hebrews, i. 337. a. 
Bell, tlie bells upon the robe of the high-priest described, i. 297. b. 
Belly^ creatures that go upon the belly not to be eaten, i. 388. b. 
Belus; the same with Nimrod, i. 46. b. the temple of Betas, with 

what made, i. 55. a. where situated, ibid.* . .* < . • - 
Bcnaiah made general in the room of Joab, ii. 389. b. 
Bcn-ammi, the signification of. the word, i. 79. a. 
Bcn-hadad,king of Syria, invades the-kingdom of Israel, ii. 439* 

b. besieges Samaria, ii. 452. b* is routed, ii. 454. a. is killed in 
'» his bed, ii. 484. a. ...» . . . « . . , 

Biles, the plague of biles among the Egyptians, i. 195. b. 
Blemish, the blemishes that made a sacrifice unfit for the altar, i, 
. 204. a. sacrifices to be offered without blemish, i. 343. a. the 
, priest to be. without blemish, i. 450. a. the twelve blemishes that 

made a beast unfit for sacrifice, i. 454. a. ..... 

Bird, birds, where bestowed, in the" axk, i. 32. ft. the. sacrifice of 

birds the most difficult work in the sanctuary, i. 346. a. in taking 

a bird's nest, the dam not to be "taken with the young, i. 744. a. 

5 C 
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Bitter, the meaning of the word when used by the Hebrews, i. 
1GI. b. the cure of the bitter waters in the wilderness, i. 227. a. 
Blasphemy, the punishment of it by stoning, i. 467. a. 
Benjamin, the reason of his name, and an account of his posterity, 
i. 1 LG. b. the warlike temper of the tribe of Benjamin, i. 154. a. 
the numbering of the Israelites descended from him, i. 617. 0. 
the Jot of the tribe of Benjamin in the land of Canaan, ii. 107. 
a. the barbarity of some of the tribe of Benjamin to a Lcvite's 
wife, ii. 205. b. they were excellent slingers, ii. 208. a. and over- 
come the Israelites in two engagements, ii, 208. b. &c. but were 
routed in the third, ii. 210. b. the remainder seize upon the 
daughters of Shiloh for wives, ii. 213. a. &c. 
Ben-oni, the name of Benjamin, with the reason, i. 11G. b. 
Beryl, one. of the stones in the breast-plate, i. 293. b. 
Beth-el, the reason of the name, i. 101. a. called the mountain of 
Israel, ii. 81). a. one of Jeroboam's calves set up there, ii. 431. a. 
Beth-lehem, water fetched for David out of the well of Beth-lehem, 

ii. 375. b. 
Beth-shemesh, inhabitants of the place destroyed for looking into 

the ark of God, ii. 242. b. 
Bezaleel, a curious artificer, i. 313. b. 

Blessing, why the first blessing was bestowed upon fishes and 
fowls, i. 6. b. a solemn blessing given when the spouse was car- 
ried to her husband, i. 90. b. the blessing of great men upon 
their children understood to be the settling of their inheritance, 
i. 97. b. an account of the several blessings bestowed upon Jacob, 
11G. b. the solemnity of pronouncing a blessing among the Jews, 
i.375. a. the form and manner of a public blessing, i. 516. b. the 
particular blessing promised .to the Israelites upon their obedi- 
ence, ii. 1. a. the blessing Moses gave the Israelites before his 
death, ii. 41. a. blessing of the people ordained by a Divine 
command, ii. G47. a. 
Blind, a stumbling-block not to be set before the blind, i. 432. a. 

a blind man to be denied the priesthood, i. 450. a. 
Blindness; an account of the blindness that fell upon the Sodom- 
ites; i. 76. b. .• , 
Blood of beasts not to be eaten, how to be understood, i. 38. b. 
the shedding of man's blood how punished, i. 39. a, covenants 
anciently made sacred by shedding of blood, i. 71. a. the waters 
of the Nile turned into blood for what reason, i. 188. a. the 
blood of paschal lambs sprinkled upon the door-posts of the 
Hebrew houses, i. 205. a. the blood of sacrifices poured into a 
trench at the bottom of the altar, i. 302. a. the blood of the sa- 
crifice received by the priest, i. 344. a. blood not to be eaten, 
and the reason of it, i. 351. b. that was spilt to be washed out 
of the garment of the sacrificer, i.3G4. b. the punishment for 
eatipg blood, i. 3G8. b. the manner of sprinkling the blood of the 
sacrifice upon the day of expiation, i. 412. b. blood in what 
sense forbidden to be eaten, i. 422. a. of the sacrifices under. 
stood as an atonement for sin, i. 422. b. the blood of beasts or 
birds killed for any use to be covered with dust, i. 423. a. 
nothing to he eaten with the blood, i. 435. b. the meaning of 
the expression, his blood shall be upon him, i.256. a. and 443. b. 
^nd of this between blood and blood, i. 717. a. 
Boaz, his kindness to Ruth the Moabitess, ii. 218. b. engages to 
perform the part of a near kinsman to her, ii. 220. b. redeems 
her land and marries her, ii. 223. a. 
Body, the care to be taken of the dead bodies of good men, i.155. 
b. the ceremonies appointed by the law of Moses upon the find- 
ing of a dead body, i. 73G. b. &e. the body of a person hanged 
not to remain upon the tree all night, i. 742. b. 
Bondage, the delivery of the Israelites from the Egyptian bondage 

gave God a title to their obedience, i. 246. b. 
Bondmen, Israelites not to be sold as bondmen, i, 475. b. 
Bone, not a bone of the paschal lamb to be broken, i. 412. b. 
Bonnet, .worn by Aaron in the form of a tiara, worn by kings, 

i. 243. a. 
Book of the covenant, an account of it, i. 273. b. law laid out in 

the side of the ark, ii. 29. b. 
Booths, the reason of the Israelites dwelling in booths at the feast 
of tabernacles, i. 268. b. this matter farther explained, i. 4G4. 
a. the festival of dwelling in booths celebrated by Nehemiah, 
ii. 702. a. 
Borrow, in what sense the Hebrew women borrowed of the Egyp- 
tians jewels, &c. i, 173. a. a particular account of that matter, 
i. 202.<z. . ... 



Botch of Egyptian account of it, i.lf6. b. 

Boughs of trees used at the feast of tabernacles, i. 4G3. b. 

Bounds of the country possessed by the Israelites laid out, u 
271. a. 

Bowing, a token of civil respect among the eastern nations, i. 73. b. 
a testimony of honour, i. 112.A. Jacob's bowing himself u]>on 
the bedVhead explained, i.* 144. a. bowing, a degree of honour 
not to be paid to an image, i. 247. a. 

Bowl, bowls belonging to the table of shew-bread, i. 281. a. 

Boy, a strange story of a boy in Aquitain, i. 140. a. 

Brachmans, an account of their law,' i. 315. b. 

Bread and wine include all sort of provision, i. 05. a. the pascha! 
lamb to be eaten with unleavened bread, i. 205. a, an account of. 
the festival of unleaveneAbread, i. 207. a. the last clay of un- 
leavened bread to be" kept holy, i. 223. a. bread rained from 
heaven, i. 228. b. what is meant by the bread of God, i. 447. b. ,. 

Breast-plate, a garment of the high-priest's described, i. 292. b, 
why it is called the breast-plate of judgment, i. 295. a. to be 
worn by the high-priest upon his heart, i. 395. b. . . 

Breeches, for what reason they were worn by the priests, i. 253. b. 
particular account of them, i. 299. b. &c. 

Brick, the walls of Babylon made with it, i. 54. b. the Hebrews 
employed in making brick, i. 162. a. an account of the quality of 
bricks, i. 179. b. ; .t 

Brick-kiln, the meaning of passing .through the brick-kilns, ii. 
339. b. 

Bride, the bride anciently brought to her husband veiled, i. 102.fr. 

Bridegroom, who is meant by the friend of the bridegroom, ii. 189. a. 

Brightness, an unusual brightness understood .by the heathen to 
be a token of the appearance of some of their gods, ii. 41. b. 

Brimstone, and fire rained upon Sodom, i. 77. b. 

Britons said. to be the posterity of Qomer, i. 42, a. 

Broken-footed, a man broken-footed or broken-handed deuicd the 
priesthood, i. 450. b* • 

Brother, a man . marrying his brother's wife, the first child was 
accounted. his brother's,, all the rest his own, i. 122. b. a parti- 
cular accouut of the law relating to a brother's wife, ibid* the 
ceremonies used at such a marriage, i. 123. &. what isspmetimes 
meant by the word brother in the law of Moses, i. 715. b. the 
duty of a husband's brother explained, u 7G1. a, 

Bullock appointed for a sin-offering, the manner of killing him, i. 
352..$. a young bullock was made au emblem of kingly power, 
ii. 46. a. ' . . .< ,. 

Burial, every'family had originally separate places of burial, i, 87. 

a. not anciently in cities or temples, i. 87. b. the ancient places 
of burial, i. 378. a. 

Burning, the punishment of adultery in ancient times, i, 124. b. the 
places appointed for the burning of holy things, i. 354. a. the 
manner of burning among the Israelites, i. 444. a. 
Burnt-offering, whole burnt-offerings supposed to have been the 
first sacrifices, i.22. «;were wholly to be consumed upon the 
altar, i. 239. b. a particular account of them among the Jews and 
heathens, i. 342. 6. &e. burnt-offerings accepted from the gen- 
tiles, i. 455. a. before the law of Moses served for all purposes, 
in Divine worship, i. COO. b. appointed upon the first day of 
every month, i. G25. a. 
Bush, why the Lord appeared to Moses in a flame of fire in a 

bush, i. 169. a. 
Butler, the history of Pharaoh's butler, i. 126..J&." 
Butter, an ancient food among the eastern nations, i. 74. a. 
Buying, laws to be observed concerning buying and selling, i. 471. 

b. &c. 

Cab, a small measure among the Jews, ii. 479. b. 

Cabalists, their notion concerning God, i. 079. a. 

Cadmonites, a people from whom descended, i. 08. b. 

Cain, the nature of his sacrifice, i. 21. b. why his sacrifice was re- 
jected, i. 22. b. for what reason he slew his brother, i. 23. b. 
the nature of his curse and punishment, i. 24. a. his miserable 
life was prolonged as a terror to murderers, i. 24. b. he turned 
idolater, ibid, no reason to believe, that his wife was his sister, 
i. 25. a. the design of his building a city, i. 25. b. a very short 
account of the genealogy of his descendants, ibid. 

Caiuan, an account of him, i. 28. b. 

Cakes, how baked in the eastern countries, i. 74. a. . 

Calamus, a spice, an account of it, i. 310. b* , • 
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iCaleb, appeased a mutiny among the people, i. 54G. ft. a proof of 

• - bis sincerity and resolution, i. 550. ft. his exploits against the 
sons of Anak, ii. 96. a. he is called the Kenezite/ii. 96. ft. his 
address to Joshua, ibid, his proclamation at the head of his 
army, ii. 100. a. .,,./. 

Calf, a noble entertainment in the eastern countries, i. 74. a. a 
particular description of the golden calf, i. 3171 a.' is burnt and 
ground to powder, i. 321. a. the two golden calves set up by Je- 
roboam, ii. 431. a. . . " • . 

Cambyses, an account of his marrying his sister, i. 425. ft. 

Camel, camels of great use in the eastern countries, i. 89. a. their 
milk very delicious, i. 110. ft. camel an unclean beast, i. 382. a. 
their hair called the wool of camels, i. 39G. a. < <>. . ; t :• i 

Camelion, an unclean creature, i. 387. a. 

Camp, the many sorts of camps among the Israelites, i. 416. ft. the 
manner, of forming the camps of the Israelites, i. 494. ft. &c. 
there were three camps among the Israelites, i. 50G. a. their 
camp was to be holy and free from uncleanness, i. 751. a, . 

Canaan, the. son of 'Ham, first discovered the nakedness of Noah, 
i. 40. a. for which he is cursed by Noah, i.40. 5. his posterity 
destroyed or made slaves by the posterity of Shem, ibid, the 
father of the Canaanites, i. 44. ft. ' \ . 

Canaan, a country, the bounds of it described, i. 50. a. origiually 

. belonging to the children of Shem, i. G2. 5. and consequently to 
the seed of Abraham, i. G7. ft. the land of Canaan demanded by 
the Egyptians/i. 210. a. the land of Canaan searched by the 
Hebrew spies, i. 544. a. the bounds of the land of .Canaan, 
i\ 644. ft. described, and divided by lot, ii. 106. b: A , . 

Canaanites devoted by God to destruction, i. '49. 5. the Canaanite 
was then in the land, the meaning of the expression, and the rea- 
son of it, i. 59. ft. the meaning of the word Canaanite, i. 68. 5. it 
was not unlawful for an Israelite. to* marry a Canaanite, i. 122. a. 
the places where they dwelt, i. 546. ft. Canaanites said to fly into 
Africa before the face of Joshua, ii. G3. a. put under tribute, 
ii. 133. a. r . , > . * . 

Candlestick, the description of the candlestick that belonged to 
the tabernacle, i. 282. «. the ten candlesticks made by Solomon 
for the use of the temple; ii. 407. ft. 

Cappadocia, by whom peopled, i. 43. «. 

Captain, the captains of the people tried public causes in the 
wilderness; i. 717. ft. an account of the captain of the Lord's 
host that appeared unto Joshua, ii. 66. b. a list of David's cap. 
tains, arid the course of their attendance, ii. 58G. ft. 

Captive, the case of a fair captive taken in war, i. 738. 5. 

Carbuncle, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 293. a. 

Carcass, the carcasses of unclean creatures not to be touched, 
i.*38G. I. 

Carmel,the signification of the word, ii. 517. a. • 

Casiphia, the name of a place, its situation, ii. G80. a. 

Cassia, a spice, an account of it, i.310. ft. 

Castration, four ways of castration, i. 454. 3. 

Cattle, what the word means, i. G. ft. the riches of the ancients con- 
sisted in cattle, i. 9G. ft. the contract between Jacob and Laban 
about their cattle explained, i. 104. 3. the feeding of cattle a 
very ancient employment, i. 142. ft. an account of the plague 
upon the cattle in Egypt, i. 194. ft. cattle were to enjoy the bene- 
fit of the sabbatical rest, i. 249. a. the reason of offering cattle, i. 
342. a. cattle were not to gender with a diverse kind, i.434. a. 

Cause, the manner of trying causes instituted by Moses, i. 241. a. 

Causeway, a causeway made to go up to Solomon's altar, i. 253. a. 

Cedar, a most fragrant wood, i. GOG. ft. 

Censer, an account of the censers belonging to Korah and his com- 
pany, i. 565. ft. 

Chains belonging to the ephod described, i. 294. a. 

Chaldeans, a particular. set of diviners, i. 58. a. from whom de- 
scended, i. 86. 5. ... 

Chaldecs, a people from whom descended, i.*50. ft. 

Cham, hone of his posterity ever subdued the offspring of Shem or 
Japheth", i. 41. ft. 

Chamber, the chambers of the temple described, ii. 400. ft. 

Chaos, a description of it, i. 2. a. how long it continued, ibid. 

Chariots, the strength of Egypt consisted in chariots, i. 219. a. 
chariots of iron described, ii. 105. a. Elijah carried away in a 
chariot of fire, ii. 466. a. chariots of the sun, what, ii. 527. ft. 

Charity to the poor enjoined, i. 474. ft. 

Charmer, what is meant bya charmer in the law of Moses, i. 724. ft. 
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Charrau, the name of a city and river, where situated, and whyso 
called, i. 58. a. 

Chaulothaei, a people seated in Arabia Felix, from whom descend- 
ed, i.- 45. a. 

Chebros, said to be the second of the Egyptian ■ kings after the 
eighteenth dynasty, i. 159. ft. 

Chederlaomer king* of Elam, an account of him, i. 62. b. but a 
petty prince, i. 63. a. 

Chemosh, a god worshipped by theMoabites, i. 592. ft. 

Cherethites, the same with the Philistines, ii. 303. a. 

Cherub, God is said to ride upon a cherub, ii. 371. a. 

Cherubims, an account of them, i. 20. ft. of those that belonged to' 
the ark of the covenant, i. 279. a. in what manner God is said to 
sit between the cherubims, i. 280. a. the cherubims within the 
oracle in the temple described, ii. 402. a. ' - 

Child, every child born heir to his father's sins, i. 484. a. 

Child-bearing, of the utmost danger to women, i. 19. b. the purifi- 
cation after it, i. 389. b. 

Children of men, the meaning of the phrase in Scripture, i. 55. ft. 
to be circumcised upon the eighth day, with the reason, i. 71. ft. 
of slaves to be circumcised by their masters, i. 72. a. an instance 
of their affectionto their parents, i. 91. a. brought into the tem- 
ple by their parents at twelve years old, i. 209. a. what is meant 
sometimes by the children of Israel, i. 211. a. children suffer 
for their fathers'. sins, i.\ 247. ft. the mariner of offering them to 
Moloch, i. 428. a. &c.' offered in sacrifices by the heathen to 
their gods, i. 441. ft. the Jews obliged to instruct their children 
in the principle of the unity of the Godhead, i. 679. ft. the punish- 
ment of rebellious children among the Jews, i. 741. a. 

China and Nova Guiuea, supposed to have been formerly one con- 
tinent, i. 53. ft. .«- . 

Chittim, what is meant by the coasts of Chittim, i. 609. ft. 

Chronicles, the name of two books of Scripture, by whom written, 
ii. 535. a. 

Chuzestan, a country, why so' called, i. 12.* a.* 

Cimbri, said to be derived from Gomer, i. 42. a. 

Cinnamon, a spice, an account of it, i. 310. ft. 

Circumcision, a token of the covenant made with Abraham, i. 70. 
ft. aDivinesacrament,andafull account of its original, i.71. a. to 
be executed upon the eighth day, and the reason, i. 71. ft. most 
painful on the third day after the operation, i. 114. ft* deferred 
by some people till the thirteenth year, i. 177. ft. not forced upon 
servants, i. 212. a. a reason for deferring it till the eighth day, 
i. 390. a. the circumcision omitted by the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, and renewed by Joshua, ii. 64. b. 

City, an ancient custom for men to call the cities which they built 
by the names of their sons, i. 25. ft. the number of the Levitical 
cities, i. 647. ft. three cities of refuge on this side Jordan, i.674*: 
a. the trial and punishment of a city tempted to idolatry, i. 703. 
ft. &c. the treatment shewed to the inhabitants by Jews and 
heathens, at the sacking of a city, i. 734. ft. the cities built by 
king Solomon, ii. 416. b. . ,: 

Clothes, the first clothes of mankind were made of the leaves of 
trees, i. 20. a. rending the clothes the highest degree of mourn- 
ing, i. 121. ft. washing the clothes generally signified the washing 
of the whole body, i. 244. a. . 

Cloud, the Israelites led by a cloud in the wilderness, i. 217. a. the 

reason why the poets feigned that their deities always appeared 

in a cloud, i. 217. ft. the several uses of this cloud, i. 221. a. the 

' Israelites wholly governed by its directions, i. 341. a. a particu- 

. lar account of it upon the day of expiation, i. 406. ft. the cloud 
descended and filled the temple, ii. 409. «. a cloud rising out of 
the sea as big as a man's hand, ii. 449. ft. 

Cloven-footed, the meaning of the word, i. 382. a. 

Coat, an idle conceit of the Jews concerning Adam's first coat, i. 
20. a. an account of Joseph's coat of many colours, i. 120. a. 
the coat of fine linen worn by the high-priest described, i. 298. ft. 

Coats of arms, the occasion of them, i. 46. ft. 

Coffin, Joseph's body put into a coffin or chest, i. 158. ft. 

Colchi,"a people, from whom descended, i. 48, ft. 

Commander, the proper qualifications of a commander, i. 175. ft. 

Commandment, upon what day the ten commandments were given 
from Mount Sinai, i. 246. ft. the first commandment the great 
foundation of the law, ibid. 

Conception, the sorrow of it to women, i. 19. ft. 

Concubine, originally a name of no ill repute, but a wife of a 

Microsoft® 5C2 



744 



-INDEX. 



lower order, i. 8G. b. the ceremonies in marrying a concubine, 
Lit. i. 

Coney, an unclean beast, i. 382. b. 

Confession of sin always made over sin-offerings, i. 302. a. no sa- 
crifice of any force without confession, i. 357. a. the form of con- 
fession over the head of the scape-goat, i. 413. a. 

Confusion of languages, when it happened, i. 51. b. a particular 
account of it, i. 5G. a. 

Congregation, what is meant by the whole congregation, u 354. a. 
the Ammonite and Moabitc not to come into the congregation of 
God for ever, ii. 712. b. 

Conscience, the power of it, i. 133. b. 

Consecration, the form of consecrating the Hebrew priests, i. 302. a. 
Sec. and of priests among the heathens, i. 303. b.- consecration 
of the Jewish priests continued seven days, i. 304. b. a full ac- 
count of the consecration of the tabernacle, i. 339. b. a full ac- 
' count of the cousecration of Aaron and of his sons, and the time 
of their consecration, i. 370. a. &c. / 

Consultcr, a consulter with familiar spirits, i. 725. a. 

Convocation, holy convocations, what they were, i. 357. as 

Cormorant, an unclean bird, i. 385. a. . - ' 

Corn, the common way of thrashing corn, ii. 153. b. 

Corruption, in the Scripture language, sometimes signifies idol atry, 
i. 32. a. 

Covenant, the design of the covenant made with Noah, i. 33. a. the 

.. ancient form of making covenants, i. 66. b. the form among the 
eastern nations, i. 71. a. covenants might be made between Jews 
and gentiles, i. 82. b. made by eating and drinking together, i. 
07. b. the covenant made' by God with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, i. 170. a. the Israelites were to make no covenants with 
the people of the seven nations, i. 271. 5. . ,* 

Cover, the covers belonging to the table of shew-bread, i. 281. a. 

Covet, the meaning of the commandment, Thou shalt not covet, 
&c. i. 250. b.' 

Country of Sodom, an account' of it, i.* 75. a; - • ■ ' -: * 

Court, the court of the tabernacle described, i. 288. a. 

Court, the supreme court in. the chief city of the kingdom, i. 717. 
t. the court of the priests hallowed by king Solomon, ii. 414. a, 
the same court tried ecclesiastical and civil causes^ii. C22. b. 

Courtier, a description of a vain courtier, i. 128. a* 

Courtship, the manner of it in ancient times, i. 89. a. » 

Creation of the world explained, i. 2. a. 

Creature, no creature supposed to have bred in the ark, i. 37. b. crea- 
tures not fit to be offered in sacrifice till the eighth day, i. 2G4. b. 

Creeping things, what. is meant by them, i. C. b. where they were 
bestowed' in Noah's ark, i. 32; b. the law forbidding them to be 
eaten, i. 387. a. - t 

Crocodile, Moses's rod supposed to be turned into a crocodile, i. 
173. b. 

Crook-backed, a man crook-backed denied the priesthood, i. 450. b. 

Crowns, anciently placed only upon the heads of the gods, i. 
278. a. the plate upon the mitre of the high-priest called a crown, 
i.297. b. . 

Cubit, an account of the geometrical and the common cubit, i. 32. 
b. the Jewish and Egyptian cubit, i. 278. a. 

Cuckoo, an unclean bird, i. 384. b. 

Cucumbers, commonly eaten by the Egyptians, i. 532. a. i 

Cud,- what is meant by chewing the cud, i. 382. a. 

Cup, divination by cups, i. 13G. b* 

Curse, the form of delivering the curses upon Mount Ebal, i. 7G9. 
b. the particular curses denounced against the Israelites for their 
disobedience, i..771*a. &c. 

Cursed, to be cursed, what it signifies, i. 18. a. what is meant by a 
cursed thing, i. G84. b. 

Cursing, the punishment of cursing father or mother, i. 256. b. the 
law of the Jews and other nations concerning the cursing the 
chief magistrate, or his son, i. 2G4. a. the punishment of cursing 
God, i. 4G7. a. cursing and imprecations common among the 
heathens, i. 595. a. 

Curtain, the curtains of the tabernacle described, i. 283. a. x .. 

Cut,, to be cut off from his people, the meaning of th^ expression, 
it 72. a. understood to be destroyed by God himself, i. 420. a. 

Cuttingsju the flesh for the dead forbidden, i. 437. b. used by the 
heathen in pangs of devotion, i. 705. b. 

Cypress, the Romans set a cypress-tree before the door of a dead 
maiiYhouse, i. 395. a. ' 



Cyrus, king of Persia, his name mentioned by Isaiah two hundred 
years before he was born, ii. GG2. 5. his proclamation for the 
building of the temple in Jerusalem, ii. GG3. a. the number of the 
vessels he returned to the Jews, ii. GG3. b. his decree for building 
the temple, ii. G73. b. 

Dagon, an idol worshipped by the Philistines, i. 7G1. a. the form 
of this idol, ii. 195. a. falls down and is broken before the ark of 
God,ii. 239. o. 

Daily sacrifice, morning and evening, prescribed, i. 30G. a. 

Dam, the dam and the young not to be killed for sacrifice in one 
day, i. 455. b. 

Dan, one of Jeroboam's calves set up there, ii. 431. a. 

Dan, the meaning of the name, and an account of his posterity, L 
152. a. the numbering of the families descended from him, i. G17. 
a. the lot of that tribe in the land of Canaan, ii. 113. a. 

Dance, the solemn manner of the ancient dancing among the Israel- 
ites, i. 22G. a. 

Darius, king of Persia, confirms the decree of Cyrus about build- 
ing the temple, ii. G70. a. settles a revenue to defray the expense 
of the fabric, and of the sacrifices, ii. G74. b. 

Darkness, an account of the plague, of darkness, L 201. a. God re- 
sides in the thick darkness, i. 250. b. 

Daughter, men had more daughters than sons before the flood, i. 
30. b. daughter often signifies the same as niece, i. 117. b. the 
Hebrews sold their daughters for servants, and the law concern- 
ing it, i. 254. b. a man not to prostitute his daughter to be a 
whore, i. 438. a. a priest's daughter burnt for fornication, i. 444. 
* b. the punishment confirmed by the law of Moses, i. 448. a. a 
priest's daughter in what capacity to eat of the holy things, i. 
453. a. the case of Jephthah's daughter considered, ii. 179. b. 
she is lamented four days in a year, ii. 181. a. what is meant by 
the daughter of Zion, and the daughter: of Jerusalem, ii. 51G. b. 

David, anointed by Samuel, ii. 270. Z>. removes the evil spirit from 
Saul by playing upon the harp, ii. 271. b. offers himself to Saul 
to engage Goliath, fights with him, and kills him, ii. 274. a. &c. is 
sent against the Philistines by Saul, ii. 278. a. he overcomes them, 
and marries the king's daughter, ii* 278. b. he eats the hallowed 
bread, ii. 284. a. he flics to the. king of Gath, and pretends him- 
'self mad, ii. 284. b, he hides himself from the pursuit of Saul, ii. 
289. b. he cuts off the skirt of Saul's garment, ii. 290. a. takes 
away the spear and cruse from Saul's bolster, ii. 2G3. a, his po- 
licy in imposing upon Achish king of.Gath, ii. 298. a. he de- 
parts from Gath, ii. 302. b. he receives the news of Saul's death, 
ii. 307.' a. an account of his sons, ii. 312. b. he acquits himself of 
the death of Abner, ii. 31G. b. takes the strong hold of Zion, ii. 
319. a. an account of his concubines, and his children, ii. 320. a. 
be brings the arkof God from the house of Abinadab, ii. 321. a. 
% and removes it to. Jerusalem with great solemnity, ii. 322. b. 
dances before the ark, and is scorned by his wife, ii. 323. a. pro- 
poses to build a house for the ark of God, with; the answer given 
him against that design, ii. 324. a. an account of his victories and 
.conquests, ii. 326. b. he is affronted by the king of Ammou in 
the person of his ambassadors, ii. 331. a. fights him, and over- 
comes him and his allies, iL 332. a. falls in love with Bath-sheba, 
ii. 333. a. his behaviour upon the reproof of Nathan for the 
death of Uriah, ii. 337. #. upon the sickness and death of the 
child he had by Bath-sheba, ii. 337. b. he takes Kabbah, and pu- 
nishes the inhabitants, ii. 339. a. is reconciled to Absalom, ii. 
*347. a. prepares to defend himself against the conspiracy of Ab- 
salom, ii. 349. a. re-engages with the rebels, but is tenderly con- 
cerned for the safety of his son, ii. 057. a. his lamentation for his 
son, ii. 359. b. his gratitude to Barzillai, ii. 3G3. a. his song after 
the victory over his enemies, ii. 370. a. &c. his last words that he 
is said to have spoken by inspiration, ii. 373. b. he is tempted to 
number the people, ii. 377. a. he repents of what he had done, 
ii- 378. a. he is punished by the death of seventy thousand of bis 
men, ii. 379. a. discharge to Solomon before his death, ii. 385. b. 
&c. his death, burial, and the time of his reign, ii. 387. a. the 
number of men out of different tribes that came over to David, 
ii. 5G2. a. he was clothed in white when he brought up. the ark, 
ii. 5G9. a. the preparations lie made for building the temple, ii. 
679. a. an account of the officers over his treasure, his tillage, 
vineyards, &c. ii. 588. a. reasons why he was not allowed to 
build the temple, ii. 589. b. he . provides gold for the utensils of 
the temple, ii. 591. a. and silver, ibid. , 
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Day and night first set out, i. 3. h the cool of the day, what is meant 
by it, i. 17. a. the day of the world in which Adam was cast out 
of Paradise, i. 21. a. the word day often signifies years, i. 83. a. 
the birth-days of princes celebrated with great festivities, i. 127. 
b. the first day of the week computed by the Samaritans, i. 459. 

a. fortunate days discovered by casting of lots, ii. 723. b. 
Dead, the Israelites were forbidden to be defiled for the deadj i. 

446. b. Uncleanness by touching the dead purified by the water 
of separation, i. 570. a. 

Deaf, the deaf not to be cursed, i. 432. a. 

Deatb/asort of mercy to mankind, i. 20. £. the word death men- 
tioned absolutely signifies strangling, i. 255. a, 

Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, a particular account of her, i. 116. a . 

Deborah, a prophetess, the meaning of her name, ii. 143. a* her 
office, ibid, her song after her victory over Sisera, ii. 14C. a. she 
calls upon Barak to go in triumph, ii. 148. e. 

Debts remitted to the poor, ii. 70C. b. 

Dedan,a city in Idumea, from whom named, i. 92. a. 

Dedication of the altar, i. 518. a. the dedication of the temple by 
Solomon, ii. 408. a. &c. of the second temple, ii. 675. b. of the 
wall of the city of Jerusalem, ii. 711. a. 

Deep, what is meant by the great deep, i. 34. a. 

Defrauding forbidden, i. 431. b. 

Deliverance, offerings madeby women after their deliverance,i. 390. b. 

Deluge, the causes of it assigned, i. 34. a. the possibility of it ac- 
counted for by Seneca, i. 34. b. a description of it byPhilo, i. 35. 

b. the world no more to be destroyed by a deluge, i. 38. a. 
Demon, a wicked demon at every one's elbow, i. 15. a. a demon in 

the shape of a serpent the beginner of evil, i. 21.<z. a ceremony in 
the worshipping of demons, i. 422. b. 

Desert, inaccessible deserts in Egypt, i. 166. a. 

Devil, why he assumed the form of a serpent to tempt Eve, i. 1 5. 3. 
to seduce her he counterfeited a glorious seraphim, ibid, the 
nature of bis curse after the fall, i. 18. a. his tyranny abolished 
by the woman's seed, i. 18. Z>. the meaning of sacrificing unto 
devils, i.421. a. more particularly explained, ii. 35. a. 

Devote, the several ways of devoting, i. 487. b. 

Devour, what is meant by being devoured by fire, i. 377. a. 

Deuteronomy, one of the books of Scripture, why so called, i. 655. a. 

Dew of heaven, understood as a Divine gift, i. 99. a. 

Dial, the dial of Ahaz explained, ii. 519. h. 

Diamond, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 293. b. 

Die, the meaning of the expression, Thou shalt surely die, i. 13. h. 

Dinah, the signification of the name, i. 104* a. an account of her 
ravishment, i. 115. a. 

Dionysius, the original of the name, i. 237. a. 

Disease, an account of the diseases of Egypt, i. 195. a. 

Dish, the dishes belonging to the ark of the covenant described, 
i. 280. h. 

Dispersion, an account of the dispersion after the confusion of lan- 
guages, i. 56. a. in what manner it was ordered, i. 57. a. 

Divination, anciently used at meals, i. 136. b. used upon the water 
by the Egyptians, i. 187. b. the various kinds of divination, i. 436. 
a. farther explained, i. 734. a. 

Divine, the Divine Majesty appeared to Adam in Paradise, i. 13. a, 

Divorce, the case of divorce fully explained, i. 755. 5. 

Doeg, the chief herdsman of Saul, ii. 284. b. he informs against 
David, ii. 286. a. kills a great number of the priests, ii. 287. a. 

Dog, sacred to Hecate, i. 381. Z>. the price of a dog not to be brought 
into the house of the Lord, i. 753. a. 

Dominion, the first grant of dominion given to man, i. 7. Z>. 

Door, sacrifices to be offered at the door of the tabernacle, i. 343. 
I), the doors of the temple described, ii. 402. & 

Dove, a dove sent out of the ark to make discoveries, i. 37. c. the 
reason of offering doves and turtles, i. 345. b. the price of doves' 
dung in Samaria, ii. 479. b. 

Dragon, what is meant by the poison of dragons, ii. 37. 3. 

Drawing nigh to God,'the meaning of the expression, i. 75. a. 

Dream, God speaking to a person in a dream, a lower degree of 
Divine manifestation, i. 79. b. dreams as fully believed by the 
prophets as matters of sense, i. 85. a. frequent among the ancient 
patriarchs, i. 120. a. a particular account of Joseph's dreams, 
ibid, dreams sometimes very significant, i. 126. b. a particular in- 
terpretation of Pharaoh's dreams, i. 129. a. the way of revelation 
by dreams, i. 541. a. God sometimes sends dreams into the minds 
of heathens, ii, 159. b. 



Dreamer, the punishment of a dreamer of dreams tempting the 
people to idolatry, i. 702. h. 

Drink, strong drink not to be drnnk by the priests, i. 379i a. 

Drinking, the rule of drinking in the Persian court, ii. 718. a. 

Drink-offerings among the Jews and heathens, i. 5o4..a. of the 
most noble and generous %7in?$ h 624. h. 

Drunkenness, the meaning of adding drunkenness to !hir st » "• I 9. b. 

Dungeonj an account of the dungeon where Joseph was, i. 126. a. 

Dust, the original of man's body, i. 9. b. the food of the serpent, i. 
18. a. a particular account of the plague of dust among the 
Egyptians, i. 195. a. dust upon the head an expression of grief 
among Jews and heathens, ii. 71. b. 

Dwarf, a dwarf denied the priesthood, i. 450. h. 

Dwelling, an account of the furniture proper for God's dwelling- 
house, i. 281. b. &c. 

Eagle, the properties ascribed to that bird, i. 242. b. sacred to 
Jupiter, i. 381. b. an unclean bird, i. 384. a. their tenderness to 
' their young, ii. 33. a. 

Ear, the ceremony of boring the car through with an awl, i. 254. b. 
more fully explained, i. 710. b. 

Ear-rings worn in the nature of amulets, i. 115. B. an account of 
the ear-rings that made the golden calf, i. 316. b. 

Ears of corn might be plucked by travellers through the field, i. 
755. a. 

Earth, in what manner created, i. 4. a. the earth brought forth 
without any pains before the flood, i. 19. h. the diameter of it, 
i. 35. a. divided by the posterity of Japheth in a regular manner, 
i. 44. a. the order of its division, ibid, three parts of the earth at 
first possessed by the sons of Noah, i. 53. b. why God is said 
to be in the midst of the earth, i. 192. b. the earth opened and 
swallowed up Korah and his accomplices, i. 615. b. 

Earthquakes how produced, i. 4. b. 

Ease, the ceremonies observed in the easingof nature, i. 751. b. 

East, eastern countries inhabited by Adam, i. 20. h. mankind were 
propagated from the east, i. 54. b. the eastern kings raised part 
of their revenue from cattle, i. 142.5. 

East wind pernicious to the fruits of the earth, i. 128. a. 

Ebal, the altar upon Mount Ebal described, i. 709. b. 

Eber, the father of the Hebrew nation, i. 50. a. 

Eber, afflicted by the Romans according to the prediction- of 
Balaam, i. 610. a. 

Edar, the tower of Edar, an account of it, i. 117. a. 

Eden, the garden of Eden, why so called, and the place of its 
situation, i. 10. a. 

Edom, a catalogue of the kings of Edom, i. 119. a. the monarchy of 
the Edomites elective, ibid, the king of Edom refused to give the 
Israelites a passage through his land, i. 584. b. 

Edomite, an Edomite not to be abhorred by the Israelites, i. 750. b. 

Eel, an eel worshipped by the Egyptians, i. 135. h. 

Egypt, why called the land of Ham, i. 41. b. by whom peopled, 
i. 44. h. the higher and the lower, ibid, called the south country, 
i. 79. a. enriched by the overflowing of the Nile, i. 128. a. why 
the lower Egypt was called Delta, i. 138. b. in what manner the 
country of Egypt was divided, i. 141. a. the deliverance of the 
Israelites from the bondage of Egypt frequently inculcated, i. 
074. ff. the Israelites not to return into Egypt, i. 721. a. Egypt fa- 
mous for horses in the clays of Solomon, ii. 422. Z>. 

Egyptian kingdom, the beginning of it, i. 57. a. the superstition 
of the Egyptians in eating, i. 135. 5. noted for their grateful dis- 
position, i. 160. b. they anciently offered living creatures to their 
gods, i. 193. b. they are spoiled by the Hebrews, i. 210. a. 
they pursue the Israelites into the Red Sea, i. 222. a. are over- 
whelmed in the midst of it, i. 222. b. their bodies devoured by 
beasts and birds of prey, i. 223. a. the Egyptian priests minis- 
tered in shoes, i. 290. b. and- wore an image made of sapphire 
stone when they sat in judgment, i. 299. Z>. ceremonies of 
mourning among the Egyptians, i. 447- a. they were famous for 
worshipping of animals, i. 670. b. an Egyptian not to be abhorred 
by the Israelites, i. 760. b. 

Ehud, one of the judges of Israel, ii. 139. b. stabs the king of M.bab, 
ii. 140. b. 

Ei, a word inscribed in the front of the temple of Delphos, i. 171. b* 

Elah, a king of Israel, his death, ii. 441. a. 

Elamites, from whom descended, an account of them, i. 50. b. 

Elder, a name of dignity, i. 156, 0. the various acceptations of the 
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word elders, i. 172. a. elders are sometimes called priests, i. 
245. b. an account of the seventy elders of Israel, i. 27*2. a. 
what is particularly meant by thy ciders, i. 737. a. the solemn 
profession of the elders upon finding a dead body, i. 738. a. 
elders and judges how they differ, ii. G85, b. 

Eleazar the son of Aaron, from whom descended a great family 
of priests, L 378. a. is invested into the office of high-priest, by 
being clothed- in the priestly robes, i. 085. b. his death and 
burial, ii. 128. b. 

Eliakim a king of Judah, his name changed to Jehoiakim, ii. 530. a. 
serves the king of Babylon, ii, 530. b. his death,' ii. 531. a. 

Eliczcr, Abraham's steward, an account of him, i. GO. a. 

Eli, a high-priest and a judge, ii. 22G. b. the wickedness of his 
sons, n. 231. a. he reproves them gently, ii. 232. a. the priest- 
hood to be removed from his family, ii. 233. a. brake his neck 
and died, ii. 238. a. 

Elijah the Tishbite called the prince of the prophets, ii. 443. b t is fed 
by ravens, ii. 444. a. raises the widow's son to life, ii. 445. a. his 
controversy with the priests of Baal, ii. 447. a. he kills them, ii. 
449. a. requests that he might die, ii. 450. a. the Lord passes by 
him, and calls to him from the Schcchinah, ii. 450. b. &ci casts 
his mantle upon Elisha, ii. 452. a. foretells the destruction of 
Ahab's family, ii. 458. b. &c. he calls down fire upon the captains 
sent to take him, ii. 4G4. a. carried into heaven by a whirlwind, 
ii. 4GG. a. 

Eliui, the name, of a place, with the meaning of the word, i. 227. b. 

Elis, a country, why so called, i. 43. a. 

Elisha, he follows Elijah, ii. 452. b. divides the waters of Jordan, 
ii. 4GG. b. cures the water of Jericho, ii. 467. a. cursed the chil- 
dren that mocked him, ibid, miraculously provides water for 
three armies, ii.4G9.Z>. thestory between himand the Shunammite, 
ii. 470. b. &c. he cures Naaman of his leprosy, ii. 475. b. 
smites the Syrians with blindness," ii. 478. b. raises tbe siege of 
Samaria, ii. 482. a. foretells that Hazael should be king of Syria, 

, ii. 483. b. anoints Jehu to be king over Israel, ii. 48G. a. he dies, 
is buried, a miracle wrought by touching his bones, ii. 498. b. 

Elkanah, the father of Samuel, a most excellent husband, ii. 220. «. 

Elohim, a name of God denoting judgment, i.32.a. the most an. 
cient name of God in Scripture, from whence derived, i. 246. b. 

Elon, a judge of Israel, ii. 183. a. , 

Eloth, a sea-port in the possession of the Israelites, ii. 418. a. 

Embalming the dead, the method and the expense of it among the 
Egyptians, i. 155. a. 

Emerald, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 293. a. 

Emerods, the men of Ashdod smitten with enierods, ii. 230, b. 
images of them made with gold, ii. 241. a. 

Emims, a people, an account of them, i. G3. b, 

Enchantment forbidden, and the various kinds of it, i. 43G. a, used 
variously by different nations, i. G05. b. 

Endor, the whole transaction between Saul and the woman of 
Endor, ii. 299. a. &c. 

Enemies might be devoted to death, i. 487. b. 

Enoch, an account of his posterity, i. 27. £.. supposed to be the 
same with Atlas of the Greeks, i. 29. a. the meaning of his walk- 
ing with God, and of his translation, i. 29. b. 

Enos, the reason of the name, i. 27. a. 

Ensign, the ensigns in the camp of the Israelites, i. 494. b. * 

Ephah, a Jewish measure, an account of it, i. 234. a. 

Ephod, the materials of it described, i. 291. a. an account of the 
stones set upon the shoulders of the ephod, i. 291. b. the ephod 
made by Gideon explained, ii. 164. b. the ephod of Micali, ii. 
198. a. stolen away, ii. 201. a. Samuel ministered in an ephod, 
ii. 231. b. sometimes signifies an honorary garment worn by those 
who were no priests, ii. 322. b. 

Ephraim, the numbering of the Israelites descended from him, i. 
GIG. b. 

Esau born and described, with the reason of his name, i. 95. a. 
why called Edam, i. 95. h. his meeting and reconciliation with 
his, brother, i. 110. a. he kissed Jacob, and the reason of it, i. 
112. a. continues in friendship with his brother, i. 117. b. 

Esscnes, a sect amongst the Jews charged with worshipping the 
sun, i. G71. b. 

Estates that were sold to be returned on the year of jubilee, i. 
470. a. 

Esther,lhe name of one of the books of Scripture, by whom written, 
ii. 716, a, . , . 



sEsther,' very beautiful, and is rkit'itfhhc custody of the keeper of 
the women, ii. 720.'£. is admitted to. king Alrasuerus,.ii. 721, b. 
told of the, decree for the destruction .of. the". Jews, ii. 725. a. 
resolves to apply to the king, ii'. 72G. b. she invites the king 
and Haman to a banquet, ii. 727. a. begs her life of the king, 
and the. life" of her people, ii. 729. b. 

.Ethiopians, their manner of life, i. 142. a. 

Eve, the original of her soul, i. 10. a. not formed out of the ground, 
and why, i. 14. a. why she hearkened to the voice of the ser- 
pent, i. 15. a. she received her sentence before Adam, i. 19. a. 
the'occasion of her name, i. 20. b. an account of the birth of her 
children, i. 25. a. ' 

Evening and morning, the meaning of the words in the Hebrew 

language, i. 3. b. what is intended by the expression in .the even- 

lingtX 205. a. an account of the first evening sacrifice," i. 375. b. 

Ever,/^r ever, the meaning of the expression, i. Gl. b. 

Everlasting, a word sometimes of a limited signification, i. 70. b. 

Eunuch, eunuchs commonly attended upon the eastern queens, i. 

/ 122. a. an eunuch not to enter into the assembly of the elders, 

" i.* 748. b. 

Euphrates, its rise, i. 11. a. an account of it, i. 12. b. frequently 
in Scripture called the river, i. 108. a. and the great river, i. 
657. a. 

Euxine' Sea, why so called, i. 43: a. 

Excommunication, the nature of it among Jews and Christians, ii. 
C79. a. 

Execution upon offenders often done by great persons, ii. 1G3. b. 

Exodus, one of the books of Scripture, why so called, i; 159. a. 

Expiation, the business performed upon the great day of expiation, 
i." 308. a, ceremonies observed upon that day, i. 40G. b. Sec. 

Eye, the eyes of Adam and Eve, in what manner opened, i. 17. a. 

/ the closing of the eyes the first ceremony performed to a dead 
person, i. 139. b. the meaning of the law, eye for eye, i. 257. b. 
a blemish in the eye hindered a man from being a priest, i. 450. b. 

Ezra, the name of one of the books of Scripture, the author of it, 
ii. OG2. a. 

Ezra, his descent and character, ii. G7G. b. a copy of the letter sent 
him by the king of Persia, ii. G77. b. he is invested with great 
power, and an unlimited commission, ii. G78. a. his confession 
and prayer, ii. C83. a. engages into a covenant that the people 
should put away their strange wives and children, ii. G84. a. he 
reads the law to the people, ii. 700. a. and explains it, ii. 701. a. 

Fable, the fable of the trees choosing a king, ii. 1G7. a. f 
Face, the meaning of the expression, covering the face of the earth, 

i. 200. a. in what manner God speaks face to face, i. 324. b. the 

face of God not to be seen, i.32G.a, the skin of Moses's face shone, 
." i. 332. a. falling upon the face a posture of prayer, i. 048. a. 
Fall, the fall of our first parents did not happen upon the day .they 

were made, i. 15. a. 
False dealing forbidden, i. 431. b. 
Familiar spirits, the ceremonies used in consulting them, and the 

mariner of their delivering answers, i. 439. a. 
Fasting, a necessary qualification for receiving Divine visions, i. 

27G. a. 
Fat, the fat made use of in sacrifices among Jews and heathens, i. 

302. a. the fat or suet of sacrifices to be burnt, i. 351. a. the 

punishment for eating the fat of burnt sacrifices, i. 3G8. b* to he 

burnt in all sin-offerings, i. 416* a. 
Father, satisfaction anciently made to fathers for the abuse of their 

daughters, L.114. a. 
Fatherless, the fatherless not to be afflicted, i. 2G3. a. 
Fear, what is sometimes meant by \Uefear of the Lord, i. 223. a. 

the fear of parents the same with honour in the fifth command- 
ment, i. 430. a. 
Feasts, what sort of people were to attend the Jewish feasts, i. 

212. a, an account of the three great festivals among the Jews, i. 

2G7. b. the feast of in-gathering, i. 2G8. a. rules for observing the 

three solemn feasts, ibid, rites observed at the sacrifical feasts. 

among the gentiles, i. 319. a. the institution of feasts among the 
* Jews, i. 45G. b. the ceremonies belonging to the feast of unlea- 
, vened bread, i. 457. a. 

Feet, the washing of the. feet performed by servants, i. 73.,£. the 
. meaning of the exprcssion/rom betioeen his feet, i. 149. b. flying 

creeping things with four feet not to be eaten nor touched, i, 

380. 5, 
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Female, in what case a female was allowed for sacrifices, i. 355. 6, 
Ferret, an unclean creature, i\. 387. a. • 

Field, altars erected by the heathens in the open fields; i. 420.* a. 
' the corners of the field not to be reaped, i. 431. a. the* case of 

a field set apart by a vow to a Divine use, i. 486. a. 
Fifth, the fifth part of the increase belonged by law to the Egyp- 
tian kings, i. 143. J>. 
Fig-leaves sewed together by Adam and Eve to make aprons; i. 

17. a. a lump of figs applied to Hezekiah's bile, ii. 619. 5. 
Fin, fish with fins and scales permitted to be eaten, i. 383, b : 
Finger, what is meant by the finger of God, i. 192. a. 
Fire worshipped by the Assyrians, i. 4G. a. an account of fire which 
• did not burn, i. 1^9. a. the law when a fire breaks into another 
man's corn, i. 200. b. fire not to be kindled on the sabbath, i. 332. 
5. the fire upon the altar looked after by the priest, i. 344. b. and 
carefully supplied, i. 362. a. an account of a perpetual fire among 
the Jews and heathens, i. 362. b. the descent of fire from hea- 
ven upon the altar, i. 375. b. continued after by a constant sup- 
ply of fuel, i. 376. a. the notion among the heathen that their 
sacrifices Were consumed by celestial fire, ibid* what is meant by 
strange fire, i. 376. 5. fire worshipped by the people of the east, 
i. 481. b. the Israelites consumed by the fire of the Lord, i. 531. 
a t the original of the custom of sacrificing children by fire, i. 
724. a: fire descended and consumed the sacrifices offered by 
Solomon, ii. 604. a. 

Firmament, the region of the air, why so called, i. 3. b, the lower 
and the higher, i. 4. a. 

First-horn, the privileges anciently belonging to the first-born. i. 
147. a. Israel called God's first-born, and why, i. 177. a. the 
first-born of the Egyptians slain, i. 206. b. the first-born of man 
aud beast sanctified, i. 213. b. the method of redeeming the first- 
born, i. 215. b. the Divine right to the first-born among the 
Israelites explained, i. 498. a. the manner of exchanging the 
first-born for the Levites, i. 500. b. the price of redeeming the 
first-born, i. 572. a. 

Firstlings of beasts not to be set apart by a vow to Divine use, i. 
487. a. not to be redemed if they were of a clean creature, i. 
572. b. 

First-fruits, a particular account of them, and the manner of their 
being offered by Jews and heathens, i. 349. a. &c. this ceremony 
more fully explained, i. 457. b. &c. 

Fish, created out of the waters, i. 6. b. abstained from by the hea- 
then, but permitted to the Jews under certain destructions, i. 
383. b. a fish worshipped by the Syrians, i. G71. ct t 

Fish-gate in Jerusalem, ii. 691. a. 

Flaying, the niamier of flaying the sacrifices in the tabernacle and 
in the temple, i. 344. b. 

Fleece, the miracle of Gideon's fleece, ii. 157. a. 

Flesh, supposed not to be eaten before the flood, i. 8. a. man and 
woman said to be one flesh, and why, i. 14. b. the eating of flesh 
permitted after the flood, i. 38. a. the flesh of beasts torn not 
to be eaten, i. 264. 6. the Israelites lust after flesh, i. 531. b. 

Flies, an account of the plague of flies in Egypt, i. 192. b. some 
stories of them in other countries, i. 193. a. 

Flock, flocks usually watered at noon, i. 102. a. what is meant by 
offering* of the flock, i. 342. b. 

Flood, some account of Noah's flood to be found in the histories 
of all nations, i. 33. a. proved to be universal, and possible as it 
were from natural causes, i. 35. a. 

Floor, thcrfloor of the temple described, ii. 402. b. 

Flour, the use of fine flour in sacrifices among Jews and heathens, 
i. 346. b. an ephah of flour accepted for a sin-offering, i. 358. b. 
a room for baking flour in the temple, i. 363. b. 

Food first assigned to mankind, i. 8. a. assigned to beasts and fowl, 
i, 8. b. food suitable to every creature provided in the ark, i. 33. 
h. the different grants of food to mankind, i. 38'. a. 

Foot, the meaning of covering the feet, ii. 140. b. the neglecting 
of the feet a sign of sorrow, ii. 362. a. 

Foreigners, who were accounted foreigners among the Jews, i. 
212.a. 

Foreskin of the flesh, an account of it, and the reason of circum- 
cising that part, i. 71. a* 

Forty, a number much observed in the administrations of Divine 
providence, i. 169. a. 

Fountain, what is meant by the fountains of the great deep, u 
34, <z. 



Fowls, .why created out -of .the waters, i. 6. a. the distinction of 

: clean and unclean, j. 3,84. a. 

Foxes let loose into the fields with firebrands between their tails, 
ii. 189/5. 

France, by whom peopled, i. 43. b. 

Frankincense used in sacrifices, i. 346. b. omitted in sin-offerings, 
i. 358. a. pure frankincense, i. 312. b. , 

Free-will-offerings, an account of them, i. 454. a. 

Friendship, examples of strict friendship, ii. 276. b. 

Fringes to be made upon the borders of their garments, .with the 
reason, i. 558. b. this law more particularly explained, i. 745. b. 

Frog, the plague of frogs in Egypt, an account of them, i. 189. ^. 
the raining of them, i. 190. a. , 

Frontlets between the eyes, an account of them, i. 216. a. 

Fruit, in. what manner Eve was tempted by the forbidden fruit, i. 
16. b. the fruits of the earth not so nutritive after the flood, h 
38. b. the law concerning first-fruits, i. 264. a. the different sorts 
of them, i. 269. a. the manner of offering the first-fruits among 
Jews and heathens, i. 349. a. &c. the fruit of trees planted not 

, to be eaten till the fifth year, i. 435. h. 

Fruitfulncss of the Hebrew women in Egypt, i. 160. a. 

Furnace, the meaning of the word frequently in Scripture, i. 68. a. 

Gad, the reason of his name, and an account of his posterity, i. 
152.5. the numbering of the families descended from him,* i. « 
616. a. the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Gad, ii. 47. a. 
Gad the seer, his message to David after he had numbered- the 

•people, ii. 378. b. 
Galatia, by whom peopled, i. 43. a. 
Galbanum, a sweet spice, i. 312. b. 

Garden of Eden, its situation, i. 11. a* the garden of Jupiter 
among the heathens the same with the garden of Eden, i. 21. a. 
Garment, the garments of Aaron made him appear great like a 
prince, i. 243. a. the priestly garments described, i. 289. : b. 
some were white, and others were golden, i. 290. a. the mate* 
rials of which the priestly garments were made, i. 291. a. the 
garments of the priests were never washed nor repaired, i. 299. 
b. the priests never ministered nor appeared in the holy place 
without their garments, i. 300. a. they were kept in a vestry in 
the temple, ibid, white garments used by the priests, i. 338. a. 
the putting on of the holy garments sufficient for the consecra- 
tion of a high-priest after the captivity of Babylon, i. 370. b. 
the law concerning the leprosy in a garment, i. 395. b. &c. 
the high-priest's garments upon the day of expiation, i. 407. b. 
two sorts of white garment? worn by him upon that day, i. 415: 
a. a garment of linen and woollen not to be worn, i. 434. b. a 
woman not to wear a man's garment, nor on the contrary, i. 
i. 743. b. the form of the garments of the Israelites, i. 745. b. a 
Babylonish garment described, ii. 73. b. 

Gate of heaven, the expression explained, i. 101. a. courts among 
the Jews held in the gates of their cities, i. 322. a. an account 
of the gate of burning in the sanctuary, i. 362. b. the gate 
among the Hebrews the same with the forum among the Romans, 
a public place to bear causes, i. 714. b. 

Gedaliah, made governor of the land after the Babylonian captivity, 
is slain, ii. 534. b. 

Gehazi, Elisha's servant, his story, ii. 476. b. 

Genealogy, the genealogy of the'sons ofNoah of great use to con- 
firm the doctrine of the creation, i. 41. b. the genealogies of the 
families of the Israelites, ii. 539. ff.'&c. 

Generation, children punished for their fathers' sins to the third and 
fourth generation, i. 247. b. 

Genesis, why the first book of Moses so called, i. \.a. * 

Gentiles, the gentiles counted by the Jews no better than dogs, 
i. 265. a. not suffered to live among the Israelites,!. 271. b. 

Gerar, the metropolis of Palestine, i. 79. a. 

Gergasites, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. an account of 
their flying into Africa, i. 270. b. > 

Gerizim,a mountain upon which Samaria was built, i. 769. b. 

Gershom, the son of Moses, the reason of his name, i. 168. a. 

Gershonites, their business about the tabernacle, i. 498. b. they 
were to serve for burdens, i. 504. a. the lot of their families in 
the land of Canaan, ii. 115.6. 

Ghost, a common opinion that the ghost of the murdered person 
haunts the murderer, i. 24. a. giving up the ghost, supposed by 
some to signify an easy death, i, 154, b. 
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Giant, the character of the giants before the flood, i, 31. a. giants 
in the land of Canaan, i. 547. a. an account of the giants slain 
by the officers of David, ii. 369. a. 

Gibeah, the inhabitants of Gibeah cruelly abuse a Lcvite's wife, 
ii. 205. b. the anthors of the villany demanded to be given up, 
ii. 207. B. 

Gibeonites, an account of them, their name changed by David into 
Nethinims, i. 40. b. their stratagem in deceiving Joshua, ii. 78. h* 
made hewers of wood and drawers of water, ii. 80. B. 

Gideon receives a message from an angel, ii. 153. a. his faith is 
strengthened by a miracle, ii. 154. h. he destroys the altar and 
the grove dedicated to Baal, ii. 155. b. is called Jcrubbaal, ii. 
156. b. his stratagem to overcome the Midianites, ii. 1G0. a. 
defeats them and destroys their kings, ii. 161. b* refuses to be 
a king, ii. 164. a. makes an ephod, ii. 164. b. his death, ii. 165. b. 

Gier-eagle, an unclean bird, i. 385. a. 

Gift, a gift not to be taken to pervert judgment, i. 266. &.■ 

Gihon, a fountain on the west side of Jerusalem, ii. 383. b. 

Gilead, a mountain, its situation, ii. 158. a. 

Gilgal,aplace of great note, ii. 63. a. the reason of the name, ii. 
C5. b. 

Girdle of the ephod described, i. 294. b. to be made of needle- 
work, i. 298. b. 

Girgashites, a people of Canaan, ii. 125. a. 

Glass, looking-glasses anciently of polished brass, i. 336. a. 

Gleanings of the harvest not to be gathered, i. 431. a. . . - 

Glory of the Lord, what is meant by it, i. 12. b. a farther account 
of it, i. 217. b. the garments of the high-priest were for glory.and 
beauty, i. 290. a. Moses desires to see the glory of God, i. 325. 
• Z>. the glory of God filled the tabernacle, i. 340. b. 

Goats, goats forbidden to .be' kept near corn-fields, i. 260. b. goats' 
hair spun by the Hebrew women, i. 334. a. the goats for a sin- 
offering upon the day of expiation, i. 408. b. the demons said to 
appear in the formofgoats,i. 421. a. goats said to lie carnally with 
women, i. 428. b.- 

God, the history of the creation why introduced with the name of 
God,i. 1. B. God was the king of the people of Israel/ i. 171. a. 
what is- meant by the gods of Egypt, i. 206: b. the names of 
strange gods not to be mentioned, i. 267. b. the meaning of 
seci?ig God, i. 273. b. and of the expression^ make us gods to go 
before us, i. 31G. a. God vindicated from the charge of severity 
in his punishments, i. 377. a. 

Godhead, the first intimation of a plurality of persons in the God- 
head, i. 7. a. .... 

Gold of Arabia, an account of it, i. 12. a. the several kinds of gold, 
i. 291. a. 

Golden age, the time and reason of it, i. 51. b. the golden garments 
• of' the high-priest, i. 415. b. ! 

Goliath, a description of his person and armour, bis challenge and 
death, ii. 272. a. &c. 

Gomer the son of Japheth, an account of his posterity, i. 42. a. 

Gonorrhoea, the nature of the disease, and the uncleanness belong- 
ing to it, i. 403. b. 

Goodness, in what sense the goodness of God passed before Moses, 
u 326. a. ... 

Goods, the law concerning goods left in a neighbour's band to keep, 
i. 2G0. B. ... 

Gopher-wood, supposed to be the same with the cypress-tree, i. 

- -32. a. 

Goshen, a country, its situation, i. 138. 2>. a particular account of 
it, i. 142. a. &c. a city of that name in the tribe of Judah, ii, 
86. b. 

Government, the benefit of it, ii. 214. a. , K 

Governor, how long the Jews were ruled by governors, i. 149. a. 

Grape, grapes in a vineyard might -be eaten by travellers on the 
highway, i. 755. a. but they were not to carry any off, i. 755. b. 
the grapes in a vineyard not -to be gleaned, i. 760. a. an account 
of bunches of grapes of an extraordinary bigness, i. 545. a. 

Grasshopper,- a sort of locust, i. 386. a. grass how originally pro- 
duced, i. 4. b. 

Grate; the grate belonging to the altar in the tabernacle described, 
i. 287. a. ... ,: .. , 

Grave, understood sometimes for the state of. the dead, i. 121, b. 

Greece, first peopled by Javan and his posterity, : i. 42. b* 

Greeks, the Greeks.descendcd from Japheth; i. 41. aj hated by the 
Egyptians, i, 135. b. 



Grove, the custom of planting grebes for religious uses derived 

from Abraham, i. 83. a. the gTOves of idolaters to be cut down, 
. i. 329. a. used by the heathens for the most idolatrous purposes, 

i. 715. B. furnished with idolatrous images, ii. 138. a. the image 

of the grove burnt by Josiah, ii. 526. a. 
Ground, the ground cursed for the sake of Adam, i. 19. 5. the 

curse in some measure taken off by the posterity of Noah, i. 

30. a. 
Guilt makes men fearful, i. 17. B. 
Guilty, God will by no means clear the guilty, i. 328. a. 

Hadad, an Edomite, flies into Egypt, isreccived and married there, 
returns and disturbs the government of Solomon, ii. 424. 5. &c. 

Hadassah, the Jewish name of Esther, ii. 736. a. 

Hagar, an account of her, i. 68. a. &c. 

Haggai, the prophet, reproves the people for not going on with the 

• building of the temple, ii. 672. b. 

Hagercnes a people, where seated, i. 45. a. 

Hail, the plague of hail among the Egyptians, i. 197. a. the time 
of the year when it happened, i. 198. a. 

Hair, the neglect of hair, a sign of mourning, i. 129. a. the custom 
of mourners was to let their hair grow, i. 378. a. the forms ob- 
served by the priests and high-priests relating to their hair, ibid* 
the hair of a Nazarite was to grow, i. 513. b. after the fulfilling 
of his vow to be cut off and burnt with holy fire, i. 515. a. the 
cutting of the hair a religious ceremony among the heathens, i. 
705. 5, the weight of Absalom's hair, ii. 346. a. hair a great orna- 

. ment in the eastern countries, ii. 715. a. 

Ham the son of Noah made sport with his father's nakedness, L 
40. a. the same with the heathen Jupiter, i. 41. b. his race con- 

- cerned in'the building of Babel, i. 55. b. 

Haman promoted by king Ahasucrus, ii. 722. b. complains of the 
Jews to the king, ii. 723. b. makes a gallows for Mordecai, by 
the advice of his wife, ii. 727. b. falls into disgrace, and is 
hanged, ii. 730. b. his house is given unto Esther, ii. 731. a.'his 
sons are hanged, ii. 734. b. 

Hamath, the bounds of Judca to the north, ii. 414. &. 

Hamathites, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. b. 

Hananeel, the tower of Hananeel, ii. 690, b* 

Hanani the seer, his speech to king Asa, ii. 617. b. 

Hananiah governor of Jerusalem, ii. C99. a. 

Hand, the laying on of hands upon the head always used in giving 

.. of blessings^ i. 145. b, 

Hand, the spreading of the bands an ancient posture of suppli- 
cation, i. 198. a. the meaning of the expression, with a high 
hand, i. 319. a. what is frequently signified by the right hand, i. 
225. a. holding up the hands a posture of prayer, i. 236. b. the 
hand 'laid upon the head of all sacrifices, i. 302. a. the hands 
and feet of the priests washed before they sacrificed, i. 309. b, 
laying on. with hands always accompanied with prayer, i. 344. a. 
the ancient manner of lifting up the hands to bless, i. 375. a. 
the laying of hands upon the head of the scape-goat, i; 412. 
b. what is meant by a mighty hand, i. C73. b. the laying of hands 

, upon the head, a token of great grief, ii. 341. b. 

Hang, circumstances observed about a body that was hanged, i. 
742. a. a person hanged said to be accursed of God, i. 742. ~b. 

Hanging by. the neck used anciently iu Egypt, i. 127. B. 

Hangings belonging to the tabernacle described, i. 286. a. belong- 
ing to the court of the tabernacle,i. 288. a. hangings for the grove, 
their nature, ii. 526. b* 

Hannah, the mother of Samuel, uneasy for being childless, and 
makes a vow for the obtaining of a man-child, ii. 226. b. Arc. 
her prayer is. heard, her* hymn upon the occasion, ii. 228. a. 
&c. she weaves a little coat for her son, ii. 231. B. 

Hannibal, the Carthaginian, suffered as a son of Canaan, i. 41. b; 

Hanoch, from him proceeded the Hanochites, i. 139. Z>. 

Hanun the king of Ammon, the indignity he offered to David's am- 
bassadors, ii. 331. a. 

Hardening of Pharaoh's heart, what is intended by it, i. 185. a. 

Hare, an unclean beast, i. 382. b. 

Harlot, .harlots usually sat in the highways, i. 123. £, exposed them- 
selves for hire, ibid, sacred to Isis, i. 753. b. 

Harnessed, the meaning of -the word, i. 216. b. 

Harp, the inventor of it, i. 26. a. 

Harvest, a seasonable time to make acknowledgments to God, i. 
21, b. wheat-harvest began at Pentecost, aud barley-harvest at 
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the Passover, i. 103.5. Sec, an account of the feast of harvest,- i. 
2C8. a. a feast after harvest observed by the heathen, i. 713. b. 

Havilab, a country so called, where situated, i. 12. a. 
Hawk sacred to Apollo, i.381. B. the night-hawk an unclean bird, 
i. 384. 5. the whole species of them unclean, ibid. 

Hazael kills the king of Syria, and reigned in his stead, ii. 484. a, 
his victories over the Israelites, ii. 492. a. he dies, ii. 409. a. 

Head of a river, how understood, i. 11. b, bruising of the serpenVs 
heady what it means, i. 18. 5. what is intended by uncovering 
the head, i. 378. a. the head of no animals eaten by the Egyp- 
tians, i. 413. b. the corners of the head not to be rounded, i. 
437. a. tbe'hoary head to be honoured, i.439. b. the head of a 
Nazarite to be shaved after his separation, i. 515. a. who are 
meant by the heads of the people, i. 611. h, law of Moses con- 
cerning a bald head, i. 395. a. 

Heads of thousands in Israel, i. 492. a. 

Heart, the meaning of the expression, I will harden his heart, i. 
176. 5. a particular account of the Lord's hardening Pharaoh's 
heart, i. 195. 5. the meaning of an uncircumcistd hearty i. 483. 
B, and of the expression with all the heart, i. G79. a. what is 
meant by circumcising the heart, ii. 23. a. 

Heave- offering, an account of it, i. 304. a. heave-offering of the first 
of the dough, i. 555. a. 

Heaven and earth, what the words mean in the history of the 
creation, i. G. b. up to heaven, the meaning of that phrase iu 
Scripture, i. 55. a. the worship of the host of heaven the most 
ancient idolatry, i. G71. a. what is meant by the days of heaven, 
i. G95. a. God is said to ride upon the heavens, ii. 48. b. what is 
understood by the foundations of heaven, ii. 370. b, 

Heber, the ancient language preserved in his family, i. 5G. a. 

Hebrew nation, why so called, and from whom descended, i. 50. a, 
language supposed to be the first, i. 53. a. what is meant by the 
land of the Hebrews, i. 127. a. 

Hebron, a city, when it was built, and received its name, i. 62. a. why 
called Kirjath-arba, i. 86. b, the time of its being built, i. 545. a. 

Hee\, thou shalt bruise his heel, the meaning of the expression, i,18A 

Heifer, the history of the burning of the red heifer with all its 
circumstances, i. 576. a. and of the heifer appointed upon the 
finding of a dead body, i. 737. a. 

Heir of the family, distinguished by different apparel, i. 98. a. 

Heron, an unclean bird, i. 385. a, 

Heliogabalus, the reason of his eating camel's flesh, i. 382. a. 

Herb, the paschal lamb to be eaten with bitter herbs, i. 205. b, 

Hercules, the fable of Hercules raised from the story of Samson, 
ii. 186. b. 

Herd, sacrifices of the herd, i. 342. 6. 

Hczekiah, a king of Judah, liis character, ii. 511. a. his victories, 
ii. 512. b, pays tribute to the king of Assyria, ii. 513. a. is ter- 
rified by the threats of the Assyrian captain, ii. 515. a, his 
prayer for deliverance, ii. 516. b. receives the news of his death, 
ii. 519. a. his life is prolonged, ii. 519. b. discovers all his trea- 
sures to the messengers of the king of Babylon, ii. 520. b. his 
death, ii. 521. a. his speech to ihe Levites, ii. 641. h. he makes 
a covenant to serve God, and cleanses the temple, ii.642. a. &c, 
orders the celebration of the Passover, ii. 645. b. he appoints the 
courses of the priests and Levites, ii. 647. h. he repairs the walls 
and towers of Jerusalem, ii. 649. b. his pride, repentance, honour, 
storehouses, cities, &c. ii. 651. h. receives ambassadors from 
Babylon concerning the sun's going back, ibid. 

Hiddikel, the same with the river Tigris, i. 12. h. a full account of 
it, ibid. 

Hiel, the rebuilder of Jericho, ii. 443. a. 

High-priest, the law concerning him if he were guilty of murder, 
i. 255. b. the sacrifice he was to offer for sins of ignorance, i. 
352. a. the ceremonies of preparation when he was to enter into 
the most holy place, i. 407. a. the garments he was to wear, i. 
407. b. ceremonies observed by him within the veil, i. 410 a. in- 
junctions laid upon him concerning mourning for the dead, and 
his taking a wife, i. 448. b. &c. the prerogatives of the high- 
priest, i. 574. 5. the case of the high-priest having killed a man, 
or a man killed the high-priest, i. 651. a. the manner of rending 
his garments, ii. 682. b. 

Ililkiah the priest, finds the book of the law, ii. 523. b. 

Hin, a measure among the Hebrews, i. 306. a. 

Hinnom, the valley of the son of Hinnom, ii. 99. a. farther account 
of it, ii. 527. a. 

VOL. 11. 



Hiram, king of Tyre, sent messengers and a present to king David,, 
ii. 319. 6. his agreement with king Solomon for stone and timber 
for the building of the temple, ii. 397. b. <&c. his descent and cha- 
racter, ii. 404. b. the service he did king Solomon in the build- 
ing of the temple, and the reward he had, ii. 415. b. . 

Hire, the law concerning things hired, i. 261. b. the payment of a 
servant's hire, L759. a. 

Hirelings among the Jews, i. 212. b. 

Hittites, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. 

Hivites, a people, from whom descended, ibid, 

Hobah, a valley, its situation, i. 64. a. 

Hole, two holes at the bottom of the altar of burnt-offering to re- 
ceive the blood, i. 353. a. 

Holy places are made holy by the Divine presence, i. 170. a. why 
the Jews are called a holy people, i. 264. b. the difference be- 
tween the most holy things and the lesser holy things, i. 345. a. 
a fuller account of them, i. 347. b. the place where the holy, 
things were eaten by the priests, i. 363. a, by whom the holy 
things were eaten, i. 452. b. 

Honey, aerial honey described, i. 533. a. 

Honey plentiful in Egypt, i. 134^ b. not to be used in sacrifices, i. 
348. b. 

Hoof, the meaning of the expression, there shall not a hoof be left 
behind, i. 201. b, the meaning of parting the hoof i. 382. a. 

Honour due to parents explained, i. 249. b, 

Hophni and Phinehas the sons of Eli, slain by the Philistines, ii. 
238. a. 

Hor, a mountain, its situation, i. 585. a. 

Horeb, why called the mountain of God, i. 168. b, a part of the 
mountain of Sinai, i. 235. b. 

Hori, from whom descended the Horites, a people, an account of 
them, i. 118. b, 

Horn, the horns of the altar described, i. 286. b, the blood put 
upon the horns of the altar, i. 302. a. 

Horns, a common sign of kingly power, i. 317. b, ridiculously 
painted upon the head of Moses, i. 331. a, a horn the emblem 
of force and strength, ii. 46. a. 

Hornets sent before the Israelitesto destroy the Canaanites, i. 270. b. 

Horses, horses anciently the possession only of great persons, i. 
110. a. the king of the Hebrews not to keep up a body of horse 
for war, i. 720. b. the horses of the sun, what, ii. 527. b, 

Horus, an account of the Egyptian Horus, i. 205. b. 

Hosannas sung upon the feast of tabernacles, i. 463. b. 

Hoshea, a king of Israel, ii. 506, b, hound in prison by the king of 
Assyria, ii. 507. a. 

Host of heaven, what, i. 8. b. the Israelites called the hosts of the 
Lord, i. 211.5. 

Hough, the horses of the Canaanites houghed by Joshua, ii. 88. b. 

House, the men of his house, a phrase in Scripture, the meaning of 
it, i. 72. b. the law concerning house-breaking among the He- 
brews and other nations, i. 259. b, the case of a house set apart 
by a vow to a Divine use, i. 485. b. what is meant by the dedi- 
cation of a house, i. 733. a. the law concerning the forms of the 
houses of the Israelites, i. 744. b. what is meant by a house of 
God, ii. 198. o. 

Huldah, her prophecy, ii. 524. a. &c. ■ 

Hundred, the produce of a hundred-fold not wonderful, i. 96. b. 

Hunting, the rudiment of warfare, i. 46. a. 

Hur, an account of him, i. 236. b. 

Husband to rule over the wife, i. 19. b, his power over the wife 
under the obligation of a vow, i. 630. b. 

Husbandry improved by Noah, i. 30. a. the study of the old Ro- 
mans, i. 40. a. 

Hushai the Archite, his fidelity to David, ii. 350. b. pretends to re- 
volt to Absalom, his advice to him, ii. 352. b, &c, defeats the 
counsel of Ahithophcl, ii. 353. b, betrays the designs of Absalom 
to David, ii. 355. a. 

Hydrus, a kind of serpent, its qualities, i.587. a. 
Hymn, the composing and singing of hymns is sometimes in Scrip- 
ture called prophesying, i. 225. b, &c. 
Hyssop, a bunch of hyssop used at the Passover, i. 208. a. 

Jabbock, a river, its course, i. 111. a. 
Jabez, his prayer, ii. 544. a. 

Jabiu, a king of Canaan, oppressed the Israelites, ii. 142. £. destroyed 
by them, ii. 146. a. 
J 5D 
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Jacob, the reason of the name, i. 1 9. a. an account of his birth, i. 95. 
a. guilty of telling many untruths, i. 98. b. and for that reason was 
frequently cheated himself, ibid, endued with a spirit of pro- 
phecy, i. 99. a. the blessing of Abraham confirmed to Jacob, i. 
100. a. God appeared to him in a dream, ibid, his expostulation 
with Laban particularly explained, i.108. b. what he means by 
swearing by the fear of his father, i. 109. b. he wrestles with an 
angel, i. 1 11. a. comes to Shalem, the meaning of that expression, 
i. 113. a. his long mourning for his son Joseph, i. 121. b. sends 
his sons into Egypt, i. 132. a. the reason of his desire of being 
buried with his fathers, i. 144. a. the manner of his blessing the 
sons of Joseph, i. 145. a. endued with a spirit of prophecy, i. 
147. a. honoured with a royal funeral, i. 155. b. &c. an odd tra- 
dition concerning his coffin, i. 156. b. all his sons supposed to be 
buried in the land of Canaan, i. 158. b. in what sense he is said 
to be a Syrian, i. 765. b. 

Jael kills Sisera in her tent by a Divine impulse, ii. 145. b. the 
manner in which she killed him, ii. 150. b. 

Jair, one of the judges of Israel, ii. 173. a. 

Jahaziel, a prophet, ii. G25.a. 

Jambres, an Egyptian magician, an account of him, i. 186. a. 

Jannes, an Egyptian magician, an account of him, i. 186. a. 

Janus, from whence the fable concerning him is derived, i. 236. a. 

Japetus of the Greeks, the same with Japheth, i. 41. b. 

Japheth, what parts of the world were inhabited by his posterity, 
i. 41. a. the name given to his wife by the Greeks, ibid, all his 
offspring are Christians at this day except Magog, ibid* he was 
the eldest of Noah's sons, i. 41. b. seven nations descended from 
him, i. 44. a. * 

Jared, the reason of his name, i. 29. a. 

Jasher, an account of the book of Jasher, ii. 83. b. 

Jasper, a jasper, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 294. a. 

Ibzan, a judge of Israel, ii. 183. a. 

Ichabod, the son of Phinehas, the reason of his name, ii. 238. a. 

Icthyophagi, a tradition amoug them, i. 221. a. 

Iddo the seer, wrote some part of the life of Solomon, ii. 608. a. 

Idolatry, the supposed original of it, i. 5. b. punished to the fourth 
generation, i. 247. b. worshipping of images understood to be 
idolatry, i. 248. a. idolatry to be wholly rooted out, i. 270. a. 
the care of the Jews in not falling into idolatry, i. 330. a. called 
by the name of whoring, i. 421. b. the punishment of tempters to 
idolatry, i. 702. a. &c. idolatry properly compared to gall and 
wormwood, ii. 19. a. 

Idols forbidden to be made, i. 477. a. 

Idumea ? under the government of dukes, i. 225. b. 

Jealous, God is said to be jealous, i. 247.6. his name is Jealous, 
i. 329. b. 

Jealousy, the trial of the suspected wife by the water of jealousy, 
i. 507: a. &c. 

Jebtisites, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. were not driven 
out of the land of Canaan by the Israelites, ii. 132. a. the fort 
of Zion taken from them by David, ii. 319. a. 

Jehoahaz, a king of Israel, oppressed by the Syrians, ii. 497. a. 

Jehoahaz, a king of Judab, put into chains by the king of Egypt, 
ii. 530. a. ^ 

Jehoash, a king of Israel, ii. 498. a. takes Jerusalem, and plunders 
the temple, ii. 500. b. 

Jehoiachin, a king of Judah, ii. 531. fl. is taken by the king of 
Babylon, ii. 531. b. delivered out of prison, ii. 535. a. 

Jehoiada the priest preserves Joash from the slaughter of Athaliah, 
ii. 492. b. and crowns him king, ii.493. b. he marries two wives, 
ii. 631. b. 

Jehoiakim, a king of Judah. See Eliakim. 

Jehoram, a king of Judah, ii. 484. a. his character, ii. 484. b. his 
death, ii. 485. a. is threatened by Elijah the prophet, ii. 628. a. 

Jehoram, a king of Israel, ii. 464. b. his character, ii. 467. b. is 
wounded by the Syrians, ii. 485. b. is slain, ii. 487. b. 

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, goes up with Ahab against Ramoth- 
Gilead, ii. 461. b. makes ships to trade to Ophir, ii. 462. b. dies, 
and is buried, ibid* his care in having the people instructed, ii. 
619. a. receives tribute from the Philistines, ii. 619. b. his 
charge to his judges, ii. 622. a. his prayer, ii. 624. a. his vic- 
tory over the Moabites and Ammonites, ii. 626. a. 

Jehovah Elohim, the perfect name of God, i. 9. b. Jehovah de- 
notes the clemency of God, i. 32. a. a particular explanation of 
the word, i. 172. a. called, the ineffable name by the Jews, and 



why, i. 181. a. confessed by the bclthem*, ibid* the prdhibiting 
of idolatry by Moses, supposed to have regard to. the Egyptian 
superstition, i. 672. a. 

Jehu, a prophet, ii. 440. b. his speech to Jehoshaphat, ii. 621. b. he 
wrote the acts of that king, ii. 626. b. 

Jehu anointed king over Israel, ii. 480. a. is proclaimed, ii. 486. b. 
kills the kings of Israel and Judah, and Jezebel the wife of 
Ahab, ii. 487. b* &c. destroys the priests and temple of Baal, 
ii. 491. a. his character, ii. 491. b. his death, ii. 492. a. 

Jemamites, a people of Arabia, from whom descended, i. 45. a. 

Jephthah, his descent and flight out of his own country, ii. 175. b. 
returns, and is made general of the army, ii. 176. a. he makes a 
rash vow, ii. 179. a. .overcomes the Ammonites, ibid* the case of 
his daughter fully considered, ii. 180. b. he smites the Ephraim- 
ites, ii. 182. a. his death arid burial, ii. 18£. b. 

Jeremiah's lamentation for king Josiah, ii. 6£9. b* 

Jericho, a city surrounded and taken by Joshua, ii. 67. a. &c. a 
curse laid upon therebuilder of it and his family, ii. 70. b. called 
the city of Palm-trees, ii. 139. a. rebuilt, ii. 443. a. 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat rebels against Solomon, with the oc- 
casion of it, ii. 425. b. &c. for which lie attempts to kill him, 
ii. 427. a. he flies into Egypt, ibid, returns and applies to He- 
hoboam for the redress of grievances, ii. 427. b* is made king 
over the ten tribes, ii. 429. b. he makes two golden calves, and 
high places, and appoints priests to seduce the people from the 
established worship, ii. 431. a. &c. he invades the priesthood, 
and offers sacrifices, ii. 431. b. his hand is withered and restored, 
ii. 432. b. his wife goes to consult Ahijah the prophet, ii. 435. a* 
another of that name king of Israelii. 501. a. hisdeath,ii. 502. a. 

Jerusalem, the sufferings of the Jews at the taking of Jerusalem by 

. Titus, ii.10. b. the city taken by Sheshak king of Egypt, ii. 437. 
a. the walls broken down by Jehoash king of Israel, ii. 500. b. 
besieged by the Syrians, ii. 505. d. besieged by the Assyrians, 
ii. 513. a. besieged and taken by Nebuchaduezzar king of Ba- 
bylon, ii. 531. b. 

Jeshurun, why Israel is called Jeshurun, ii. 34. a. 

Jesse presents his sons before Samuel, ii. 269. b* 

Jethro, a worshipper of the true God, i. 167. a. he comes to visit 
Moses, and particularly at what time, i. 230. a. 

Jews, remarkable example of madness and rage among the Jews, 
ii. 5. b. particular calamities that fell upon the Jews for their dis- 
obedience, according to the prediction of Moses, ii. 7. a* &c. 
their sufferings under the Romans, ii. 9. b. &c. particularly 
under Titus, ii. 10. b. aud other emperors and princes for many 
ages, ii. 11. b. &c. in England, Spain, Germany, Portugal, &c. 
ii. 14. b. why they were punished with so much severity, ii. 20. b. 
a promise of their being recalled from captivity, ii. 21. b* their 
great increase after their return from Babylon, ii. 22. 5. their 
wonderful deliverance in the time of Ahasuerus, ii. 731. b. 

Jewel for the forehead, what, i. 89. 6. 

Jezebel, the wife of Ahab king of Israel, ii. 442. b* her wicked ad- 
vice in the case of Naboth, ii. 457. a. is thrown out of a window, 
killed, and eaten by dogs, ii. 488. b. 

Ignorance, atonement for sins of ignorance in holy things, i. 352. a. 
&c< sins of ignorance expiated by sacrifices, i. 555. b. &c. 

Illyricum, the manner of delivery among the women of Illyricum, 
i.162. b. 

Image, man how created after the first image, i. 7. b. what is meant 
by a graven image, i. 247. a. no images at first set up in the 
heathen temples, i. 248. a. arc sometimes called gods, i. 251. b. 
the gods supposed to be present where their images were wor- 
shipped,]'. 252. a. no images to be made nor reared up, i. 477. a.&c. 

Images of idols anciently made of oak, i. 62. a. 

Imagination, the strength of imagination in cattle, i. 105. a. 

Incense, the altar of incense described, i. 307. a. a particular ac- 
count of burning the iucense, i. 307. b. to whose business it he- 
longed, i. 376. b. the form of burning the incense upon the day of 
expiation, i. 410. b. 

Incest abhorred by all nations, i. 424. b. 

Incestuous marriages forbidden, ibid. 

Indians hated the business of shepherds, i. 141. a. they redeemed 
their sons with a ram, i. 215. b. 

Infants, the form of mourning for them aud burying themji. 338. a. 

In-gathering, the feast of in-gathering, i. 462. b. 

Inheritances, not to remove from tribe to tribe, i. 653. b. 

Interpretation of dreams belongs to God, i. 126. b.&c. 
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Joash saved from the slaughter of Athaliah, ii. 492. ft. is proclaimed 
king, ii. 493. ft. buys his peace of Hazael king of Syria, and is 
slain by a conspiracy, ii. 49G. ft. &c. 

Joash, a king of Israel, recovers the cities taken by the Syrians, 
ii. 499. a, 

Joab kills Abner, and the" guilt of the murder is charged upon him 
by David, ii. 315. c. he thrusts Absalom through the heart, ii. 
358. a, threatens David to carry away his army, ii. 360. ft." he 
takes the part of Adonijah, ii. 381. ft. David's charge to his son 
Solomon concerning him, ii. 386. a. he flies for refuge to the 
horns of the altar, ii. 388. ft. is- slain, ii. 389. b. 

Job, the book of Job supposed to have been written by Moses, i, 
168;- ft. 

Jochebed, the mother of Moses, said to be One of the Hebrew 
midwives in Egypt, i. 162. a, a particular account of her, i. 
183. b. 

Jonadab, the son of Rechab, his character, ii. 390. a. 

Jonathan, the son of Saul, attacks a garrison of the Philistines, ii. 
3C2. a. &c, is in danger of his life by eating a little honey, ii; 
3G5. b. his great love to David, ii. 276. b. he makes a covenant 
with him, ii. 281. ft. his stratagem to acquaint him with Saul's 
design , ii. 283. a, is slain by the Philistines, ii. 305. ft. 

Ionian Sea, why so called, i. 42. ft. 

Jordan, the plain of Jordan described, i. 61. ft. the waters of Jor- 
dan divided for the passage of the Israelites, ii. 60. ft. 

Joseph, his birth, and the reason of his name, i. 104. ft. taken care 
of by Bithah after the death of his mother, i. 119. ft. the reasons 
of his brothers hating him 1 , i. 120. a, his brethren conspire against 
him, i. 120. ft. an account of his escape front Potipbar's wife, i. 

125. ft* his imprisonment, i. 126. a, his skill in the interpretation 
of dreams, i. 127. a. his advice received by the court of Pha- 
raoh, and upon what account, i. 130. a, the story of his ad- 
vancement, ibid* has a new name given him with the significa- 
tion of it, i. 130. ft. &c. his high authority, and the manner of 
receiving his brethren, i. 132. a. supposed to be represented by 
the figure of Apis* i. 135. ft. esteemed by his father as his first- 
born, i. 144. ft. the fear and submission of his brethren, i. 157. a, 
an account of his age, i. 158. a, and of his death, and the dis- 
posal of his body, i. 158. ft. his bones carried out of Egypt by 
Moses, i. 216. ft. the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Joseph, 
ii. 45. a. Joseph said to be worshipped in Egypt in the form of 
an ox, under the name of Serapis, ii. 46. a* the lot of the chil- 
dren of Joseph in the land of Canaan, ii. 102. a, the bones of 
Joseph buried in Shechem, ii. 128. a, . 

Joshua, a constant attendant upon Moses, i. 324. ft. called Jehoshua, 
for what reason, i. 543. ft. made an associate in the government 
with Moses by particular ceremonies, i. 621. ft. is said to have 
sent three messages to the seven nations of Canaan before he 
invaded them, i.734. ft. appointed by God to be governor of the 
Israelites, ii. 27. ft. he takes upon him the government, ii. 52. ft. 
lie passes over Jordan, ii. 61. a, circumcised the Israelites, ii. 64. 
ft. surrounds Jericho and takes it, ii. 69. ft. he discovers the ac- 
cursed thing, ii. 73. a, his stratagem in taking the city of Ai, ii. 
76. a, he writes a copy of the law of Moses, ii. 77- ft. he over- 
comes the five kings of the Amorites, ii. 82. ft. his great conquests 
over the Canaanites, ii. 88. a, his charge to the Israelites before 
his death, ii. 122. a, he makes a covenant with the Israelites, ii. 

126. ft. his death, age, and burial, ii. 127. a, 

Joshua, the name of one of the books of Scripture, the author of it, 
ii. 53. a, 

Josiah, his name and actions foretold above three hundred years 
before he was born, ii. 432. ft. a king of Judah, his character, ii. 
523. a, he hears the book of the law read, ii. 524. a, makes a 
covenant, and purges the temple of idolatrous vessels, ii. 525. 
a, and the land of all idolatry, ii. 525. ft. a farther account of his 
reformation, ii. 527. a, &c. is slain, ii. 529. ft. removes the ark 
into its place, ii. 657. a, the number of his offerings upon the 
seven days of unleavened bread, ii. 657. ft. he celebrates the 
Passover with great magnificence, ii. 658. ft. 

Jotham, the son of Gideon, saved in the slaughter of his brethren, 
ii. 366. ft. his fable to the men of Shechem, ii. 167. a, 

Jotham, a king of Judah, his character, &c. ii. 504. ft. 

Iris, called the mother of wonderment, i. 39. ft. 

Isaac, the place of his birth, i. 81. a, the promises made to Abra- 
ham's seed limited to his posterity, i. 81. ft. his carrying the 
wood a figure of Christ's carrying his cross, ibid, his age when 



• he was to be offered a sacrifice, i. 84. a. why he is called the 
Syrian, i. 94. a, &c. the reason of his prayer for his wife, i: 04. ft. 

Isaiah the prophet denounces destruction Upon the Assyrian army, 
ii. 515. ft. foretells the ruin of Sennacherib, ii. 516. ft. &c. and of - 
the death df king Hezekiah, ii. 519. a; arid the ruin of his family, 
ii. 520; ft. &c. 

Iscah, the name of Sarah, i. 57. ft. 

Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, is made king over all the tribes bn 
the other side Jordan, ii. 310. d. is slain by treachery, ii. 317. ft. 

Ishmael, his birth and character, i. 69. ft. the reason of his expulsion 
out 6f Abraham's family, i. 81. ft. his posterity confined to dry 
arid barren places, ibid, he became a hunter and a warrior, ibid, 
an account of liis wives, i. 82. a, uncertain where he was buried, 
i. 94. a. 

Ishrhaelites, what countries they inhabited, i. 94. ft. they travelled 
iri caravans With their merchandise, i. 121. a, 

Isis, the garments of thepriests of lsis, i. 338. a. images of Isis 
often found in the sepulchres of the Egyptians, i. 481. ft. she was 
represented in the form of a beetle, ii. 19. a. 

Isles, Uies of the gentiles, the meaning bf the expression, i. 43. ft. 

Israel, Jacob so called, and why, i. 111. ft. a more honourable name 
than Jacob, i. 116. a. 

Israelites, an account of their increase while they were in Egypt, 
i. 160. a, the reason why they could riot offer sacrifice in Egypt, 
i. 179. a, they were of a cowardly disposition, i. 216. ft. their 
reproachful language to Moses, i. 219. ft. the manner of the 
Israelites travelling when they removed from one station to an- 
other, i. 529. a, propose to return into Egypt, i. 548. a, their 
miserable circumstances under the oppression of the Philistines, 
ii. 26 1. ft. they revolt from the family of David, ii. 429. ft. an ac- 
count of their sins and idolatries, ii. 507. a, the number of the 
Israelites that returned from the captivity, ii. 664. a, 

Issacbar, the numbering of the families descended from him, i. 616. 
a, the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Issacbar, ii. 46. ft. the 
lot of the children of Issachar in the land of Canaan, ii. 110. ft. 

Issue, the rites of purifying a riian with a running issue, i. 404. a, 
and of a woman with an issue of blood in her flesh, i. 405. a, 
ceremonies use,d upon that occasion, i. 405. ft. 

Italy, from whom peopled, i. 43. ft. 

Ithamar the son of Aaron, from whom descended a great family of 
priests, i. 378. a. 

Jubilee, the institution of the year of jubilee, and the ceremonies 
to be observed upon it, i. 409. ft. &c. it was celebrated every 
fiftieth year, i. 470. ft. reasons given for the liberty allowed on 
this year, i. 471. a, 

Judah, his shame for his fornication with Tamar, i. 124. ft. his pas- 
sionate speech to Joseph, upon the account of his brother Ben- 
jamin, i. 137. o. the reason of his name, i. 148. a, an account of 
the valour of the tribe of Judah, i. 148. ft. what is meant by the 
tribe of Judah, i. 149. ft. the numbering of the families descended 
from him, i. 616. a, the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of 
Judah, ii. 43. ft. the share of the tribe of Judah in the land of 
Canaan, ii. 98. a. 

Judge, the character of a good judge, i. 75. ft. 

Judges called gods, and are not to be reviled, i. 264. a, the judges, 
what kind of officers they were, i. 714. a, the number of judges 
proportionable to the greatness of their cities, i. 714. ft, a judge 
a supreme magistrate among the Israelites, like a dictator among, 
the Romans, i. 718. a. judges, civil magistrates among the He- 
brews, their power and authority, ii. 136. ft. 

Judges, a book of Scripture, why so called, and by whom written, 
ii. 129. a. 

Judgment, the meaning of the word frequently in Scripture, i. 184. 
a, judgments signify political laws, i. 253. ft. false judgment 
strictly forbidden, i. 28G. a, judgments, ordinances, and statutes 
explained, i. 423. ft. &c. unrighteousness in judgment forbidden, 
i. 432. a, judgment of the stranger and the fatherless not to be 
. perverted, i. 759. ft. 

Judicatures appointed greater and lesser, i. 241. a, forms of pro- 
ceeding in courts of judicature, i. 760. a, &c, 

Julian the apostate, his malice against revealed religion, i. 55. a. 

Ivory, Solomon's throne of ivory, ii. 421. a. 



Karaites, a sect among the Jews, i. 525. a, 
Kedareni, a people, from whom descended, i. 93. ft. 
Kenites, a people, from whom descended, i. 68. ft. an account of 

5 D 2 

Digitized by Microsoft ® 



752 



INDEX. 



them, i. GOO. a. their settlement in the land of Canaan, ii. 
131. b. 

Keturah, the wife of Abraham, an account of her, i. 91. s. 

Kid, a sucking kid excellent nourishment for weak people, i. 98. a. 
the hair like to that of men, ibid, a kid not to be seethed in its 
mother's milk, i. 209. a. what is meant by the kid of the goats, 
i. 073. b. 

Kill, the meaning of the commandment, thou shall not kill, i.250. a. 
the law concerning involuntary killing, i. 255. a. &c. 

Kind, the meaning of the expression, after his kind, i. 380. a. 

Kings, originally lords over a very small territory, i. 02. b. what 
is meant by the expression, a new king, i. 160. b. kings among 
the Jews anointed with holy oil, i. 312. a. what is meant by the 
shout of a king, i. G03. b. the character of a king over the Is- 
raelites given by Moses, i. 720. a. not to be elected by the peo- 
ple, ibid, he was to write a copy of the law, and to read in it 
all his days, i. 7*21. b. the king of Ai hanged by Joshua, ii.77. 

a. the number of the kings conquered by Joshua, ii. 92. a. the 
Israelites demand a king, ii. 240. a. the prerogative of the kings 
of Israel, ii. 308. a. a king is subject to no law because he is su- 
preme, ii. 337. a. 

Kings, the name of two books of Scripture, by whom written, ii. 

381. a. 
Kinsman, what is meant by the part of a near kinsman, ii. 220. b. 
Kishon, why called the ancient river, ii. 150. a. 
Kiss, an ancient ceremony of kissing the dead, i. 155. a. 
Kite, an unclean bird, the various kinds of them, i. 384. a. 
Kittim, his posterity peopled Italy, i. 43. b. 
Knee, the meaning of the expression, bow the knee, i. 130. a. 
Kneph, a god of the Egyptians, described, i. 3. a. 
Knife, sharp knives used in circumcision, ii. 64. a. 
Know, knowing good and evil> what is meant by it, i. 16. b. that 

we may know them, the meaning of the expression, i. 70. a. 
Knowledge, the promise of it very tempting, i. 10. b. 
Kohathites, their business about the tabernacle, i. 499. a. their 

service the most honourable, i. 501. b. the lot of their families in 

the land of Canaan, ii. 115. a. ' 
Korah, the insurrection of Korah, with the occasion of it, i.559. 

b. the punishment of it upon his accomplices, i. 504. a. - 
Korahites, their office, ii. 559. a. 

Laban, his breach of contract with Jacob particularly explained, 
i. 100. b. his expostulation upon the account of his daughters, 
i. 100. a. supposed to be a worshipper of the true God, i. 109. b. 
Ladies of honour in the Egyptian court, i. 104. b. 
Ladder, Jacob's ladder particularly explained, i. 100. a. 
Lamb, a particular account of the paschal lamb, i. 204, a. wby it 
was to be roasted with lire, i. 205. b. it was killed in every man's 
house, i. 208. a. and to be eaten there, i. 212. b. not to be eaten 
by the uncircumcised, i. 213. a. 
Lame, a lame man denied the priesthood, i. 450. a. 
Lamech, the occasion of his having two wives, i. 25. b* the reason 

of his name, and the time of his death, ibid. 
Lamenters, a sort of men hired to attend upon funerals, i. 157. a. 
Lamp, a lamp always burning in the tabernacle, i. 289. a. the or- 
dering of those lamps, i. 465. a. the western lamps in the temple 
never went out, ii. 234. b. 
Land, dry land, what it means, i. 4. b. the land to be sowed only 
for six years, i. 207. a. the lands of the Israelites not to be 
sold for ever, i. 472. b. how a land is said to eat up its inhabit- 
ants, i. 547. a. the land of Canaan divided by inheritance, i. 640. a. 
&c. what is meant by a land flowing rvith milk and honey, i. 093. 
a. the land to be kept from defilement by dead bodies, i. 743. a. 
defiled with blood to be cleansed by the blood of him that shed 
it, i. 652. b. 
Landmark, a landmark not to be removed, i. 731. a. 
Language, an account of the first language, i. 53. b. a particular 

account of the confusion of languages at Babel, i. 50. a. 
Lap, the meaning of shaking the lap, ii. 090. a. 
Lapwing, an unclean bird, i. 305. b. 
Larissa, a city upon the Tigris, a description of it, i. 47. b. 
Laver of brass, a particular description of it, i. 309. a. the ten la- 
yers of brass made by Solomon described, ii. 400. b. 
Law, an account of the oral or unwritten law among the Jews, i. 
274. b. the laws of Moses not to be added to, or to be diminished, 
i. 0G0. b. a copy of the law to be written by the Hebrew kings, 



i. 72t. b. the law to be written upon greatstones when the Israel- 
ites had passed over Jordan, i. 709. a. to be read publicly by 
the supreme governor on the feast of tabernacles, ii. 20. b. the 
book of the law laid up in the side of the ark, ii. 29. b. the law 
called fiery, ii, 42. b. all ritual laws dispensed with by necessity, 
ii. 284. a. the festival of the law explained, ii. 702. b. 

Lawgiver, the meaning of the word in Jacob's prophecy, i. 149. a. 

Leaven, all leaven to be put away at the eating of the Passover, i. 
207. b.&c. the great care of the Jews upon this account, i. 214. b. 
the reason why no leaven was used in sacrifices, i. 348. a. 

Legion, the commanders of the several legions under king David, 
ii. 580. b. 

Lentiles proper to make broth, i. 95. b. 

Leper, the leper to be brought to the priest to be examined, i. 392. 
a. particular ceremonies to be observed by the leper, i. 395. a. 
&c. the ceremonies of his purification, i. 397. a. &c. and of his 
cleansing by the blood of his sacrifice, i. 398. b. &c. ordered to 
be put without the camp, i. 500. a. 

Leprosy, the law of Moses concerning it, i. 391. b. &c. the marks 
by which it is discovered, i. 392. b. the leprosy in a garment ex- 
plained, i. 395. b. the signs of leprosy upon a house, i. 401. a. 
the ceremonies to be used upon that occasion, i. 402. a. &c. the 
manner of purifying the house, i. 403. a. 

Levi, his character, and an account of his cruelty, i. 147. b. his 
posterity had no inheritance among the tribes, i. 148. a. lived 
longest of all the sons of Jacob, i. 103. a. the sons of Levi de- 
stroy a number of the Israelites for worshipping the golden calf, 
i. 322. a. the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Levi, ii. 44. a. 
their business to teach the people, ii. 44. b. 

Levite, the benefits of Levites enjoyed in the redemption of their 

. houses, i. 474. a. their fields in the suburbs of their cities not to 
be sold, ibid, the business of the Levites to keep the charge of 
the tabernacle, i. 494. a.- to minister to the priests, i. 497. a. to 
do the service of the tabernacle, ibid, they were exchanged for 
the first-born among the Israelites, i. 497. b. their age when they 
began to serve in the tabernacle, i. 501. a. they were considered 
under the notion of a sin-offering, i. 521. a. &c. they had a right 
to the tenth, i. 573. b. the numbering of their families, i. 018. b. 
the Levites were not to be defrauded of their tithes, i. 699. b. an 
account of the cities of the Levites, ii. 117. a. a Levite's wife 
barbarously treated by some of the tribe of Benjamin, ii. 205. b. 

.. he relates the whole story to an assembly of the people, ii. 207. 

a. the Levites were made singers by David, and could play upon 
musical instruments, ii. 507. b. the courses of the Levites, ii. 
509. a. they are numbered by David, and disposed in several 
offices, ii. 577. b. Levites in cases of necessity did the office of 
priests, ii. G44. b. 

Leviticus, one of the books of Moses, the reason of its name, i. 341. a. 

Liar, the devil a liar from the beginning, i. 1G. b. 

Libanus, a mountain famous for cedar-trees, ii. 597. a. 

Lice, a particular account of the plague of lice, i. 191. b. 

Lie, the law concerning lying, and the restitution belonging to it, 
i. 300. a. lying forbidden, i. 431. b. 

Life, long life a testimony of the Divine favour, i. 28. b. some foun- 
dation for the belief of a future life among the Israelites, i. 154. 

b. &c the life of flesh is said to be in, the blood, i. 422. a. long 
life always esteemed a blessing, i. 078. b. 

Light, the manner of its creation, i. 3. a. the two great lights 
created, and the use of them, i. 5. b. the use of the first light, ibid. 

Likeness, man how created after the Divine likeness, i. 7. b. what 
is meant by the likeness of any thing in the second command- 
ment, i. 247. a. the likeness of any creature forbidden to be made 
and worshipped, i. G70. a. 

Line, a line drawn round about the altars exactly in the middle, i. 
305. b. 

Linen, fine linen the clothing of kings and great persons, i. 130. 
b. what is meant by fine linen, i. 291. a. 

Lintel of the Hebrew doors sprinkled with blood, i. 200. b. 

Lion, the manner of their preying, i. 140. b. the places where they 
sleep, i. G07. a. the lions placed upon the steps of Solomon's 
throne, ii. 421. a. lions sent among the Samaritans, ii. 509. a. 

Lip, what is, meant by uncircumcised lips, i. 102. b. 

Liturgies, the supposed original of them, i. 27. b. 

Lizard, an unclean creature, i. 307. a. 

Locust, an account of the plague of locusts, i. 199. a. the various 
kinds of them, what were to be eaten, i. 380. a. &c. 
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Log, a log the smallest measure among the Jews, i. 390. b. 

Loins, the meaning of the expression came out of his loins, i. 140. 
a. the passover to be eaten with the loins girt, i. 206. a. 

Lord, the meaning of the expression, let the Lord be so with you 
as I will let you go, i. 199. b. 

Lot, the manner of casting lots upon the goats on the day of ex- 
piation, i. 409. a. the land of Canaan divided by lot, i. G18. a. 
the various kinds of drawing or casting lots, i. 724, a. Saul, the 
king of Israel, chosen by lot, ii. 254. b. the courses of the priests 
settled by lot, ii. 580. a. Sec. 

Lot, the place where he dwelt, i. 01. b. a Jewish tradition con- 
cerning him, i. 70. a. an account of his offering the prostitution 
of his daughters^ the Sodomites, i. 70. b, his wife changed into 
a pillar of salt, i. 78. a. Lot, not of so strong a faith as his uncle 
Abraham, ibid, a particular account of his daughters lying with 
him, and the reasons of it, i. 78. b. 

Lub, Africa so called, from whence the name of Lybia, i. 44. b. 

Lubims were the people of Lybia, ii. 610. b. 

Lustralia of the heathens explained, i. 353. b. 

Lustration, the waters used by the heathens iu their lustrations, i. 

. 309. b. 

Luz, the name of a city, why so called, i. 101. b. united to Beth-el, 
ii. 102. a. 

Lybiaegyptii, a people, from whom descended, i. 48. a. 

Lycurgus received his laws from Apollo, i. 275. b. 

Lydia, a country, why so called, i, 50. b. 

M ach pel ah, the cave of Machpelah particularly explained, i.87. a. 
Madiana, a country, why so called, i. 91. b. 
Magic, a principle of ancient magic concerning animals, i. 191. b. 
works of magic performed by the influence of the stars, i. 2G2. 

a. the various kinds of it, i. 605. b. 

Magicians of Egypt, an account of them, i. 128. b. used murmur- 
ing in their enchantments, i. 186. b. some notable feasts of ma. 
gicians, ibid, those of Egypt turn water into blood, i. 189. a. 

Magistrate, the punishment of offenders committed to the civil 
magistrate, i. 39. a. 

Magog, the father of the Scythians, i. 42. a. 

Mahalah, the daughter of Ishmael, her name changed, and why, 
i. 118. a. 

Mahalaleel, the reason of the name, i. 29. a. 

Mahometans abhor swine, i. 383. b. 

Maid, the law concerning the lying with a betrothed maid, i. 261. b. 

Majesty, the appearance of the Divine Majesty described, i. 273. 

b. &c. 

Males, males in cattle bear the proportion of one to ten females, 
i. 110. b. the first-born of males sanctified, i. 215. a. the males 
to appear three times before the Lord, i. 268. b. males, the prin- 
cipal sacrifices among Jews and heathens, i. 343. a. only ac- 
cepted for burnt-offerings, i. 373. b. 

Mamre, the oaks of Mam re famous for many ages, i. 73. a. 

Man, why the last of God's works, i. 7. a. created after the Di- 
vine image and likeness, i. 7. b. man and woman created the 
same day, i. 8. a. is said twice to be put into Paradise, and why, 
i. 12. b. not good for him to be alone, i. 13. b. the word man in- 
cludes woman, i. 20. a. a man of God the same as a prophet, 
ii. 432. a. . 

Manasseh, the numbering of the Israelites descended from him, i. 
616. b. the lot of the tribe of Manasseh in the land of Canaan, 

. ii. 103. a. 

Manasseh a king of Judah, his abominable wickedness and idolatry, 
ii. 521. b. Sec. his death, ii. 522. b. is taken and carried to Baby- 
lon, repents, and is restored to his kingdom, ii. 653. a. 

Mandrake* the fruit of a tree, i. 104. a. 

Manna, its colour, i. 12. a. the raining and the gathering of manna, 

. i. 228. b. tbe description of it, and the reason of the name, i. 
230. a. Sec. the reason of its being called bread, i. 231. b. an. 
account of its taste, j. 233. a. a pot of it laid up before the ark 
of the testimony, j. 233. b. its colour and qualities described, i. 
532. b. called scornfully light bread, i. 587. a. the miracle of the 
manna considered, i. 686. b. 

Manoah, the father of Samson, his wife visited by an angel, ii. 184. 
a. she was to live as a Nazarite while she was breeding, ibid, his 
conversation with the angel, ii. 185. a. 

Manslaughter, the order of the trial in a court of justice when a 
man is killed, i, 650. a. 



Manslayer, cities of refuge appointed for the manslayer, i. 647. 
b. in what manner he was tried, protected, and maintained, till 
his delivery, i. 050. 6. Sec. but might be killed if found out of 
the city of his refuge, i. 651. h. not to be let out of the city till 
the death of the high-priest, i. 052. b. the case of the involun- 
tary manslayer more fully explained, i. 730. a. the judges were 
to determine in he behalf of the people, whether the manslayer 
was capable of the privilege of the city of refuge, i. 050. b. 
Man-stealing punished with death, i. 757. b. 
Mantle, Elijah's mantle, ii. 466. a. 
Manumission, the law concerning the manumission of servants, i. 

257. b. Sec. the method of it among the Romans, i. 343. b. 
Maouites, a people, an account of them, ii. 174. b. 
Marah, an account of the waters of Marah, i. 227. a. 
March, the manner of the Israelites' march when they travelled, i. 

530. c. 
Mark, an account of the mark set upon Cain, i. 24. b. the mark of 
circumcision why chosen by God as a sign of his covenant, i. 70. 
b. Sec. the Israelites forbidden to print any mark upon them, i. 
437. b. a practice very frequent among many nations, ibid. 
Marriage, the first institution of it, i. 14. b. between brother and 
sister prohibited, i. 25.* a. the marriage-contract not completed 
till the parties had lain together, i. 79. b. marriage-contracts con- 
firmed before the governors of the place, i. 102. b. anciently cele- 
brated by a seven days" feast, i. 103. a. the duties of marriage ex- 
plained, i. 255. a. marriages not to be contracted with idolaters, 
i. 329. b. the prohibited decrees of marriage, i. 423. b. Sec. mar- 
riage confined within their own tribes, i. 653. b. tbe marriage 
solemnity continued anciently for seven days, ii. 188. a. solemn 
benediction at the time of marriage, ii. 223. b. 
Massabatae, a people, where situated, i. 45. b. 
Massah, the meaning of the word, i. 236. a. 
Maxima, one of the vestal virgins, an account of her, i. 296. a* 
Meah, the tower of Meah, ii. 690. b. 

Meal, the superstition of the Egyptians at their meals, i. 135. b. 
Measure, divers measures not to be used, i. 763. a. measure for 
things liquid, and size for things dry, kept by the Levites, ii. 
579. b. 
Meat-offerings, the different sorts and ingredients belonging to them, 
i. 346. a. the meat-offering for the high-priest, and the common 
priests, i. 363. b. was wholly burnt upon the altar, i. 364. a. meat- 
offerings were dependant upon other sacrifices, i. 553. b. 
Media a country, from whence it received its name, i. 42. a. 
Mehetabal, a woman, an account of her, i. 11 D. b. 
Melchisedec, a king and priest, i. 22. a. a very particular account 

of him, i. 64. a. &c. a worshipper of the true God, i. 65. a. 
Melons, commonly eaten by the Egyptians, i. 532. a. 
Memorial, in what sense the feasts of trumpets is called a memo- 
rial, i. 460. b. 
Menahem, a king of Israel, ii. 502. b. his character, ii. 503. a. . 
Mephihosheth the son of Jonathan, David's kindness to him, ii. 
330. a. meets the king after his victory over Absalom, ii. 362. a. 
Mephrarauthosis, said to be the sixth Egyptian king after the 

eighteenth dynasty, i. 159. b. 
Mephres, said to be the fourth Egyptian king after the eighteenth 

dynasty, i. 159. b. 
Meraritcs, their business about the tabernacle, i. 499. b. the lot of 

their families in the land of Canaan, ii. 115. b. 
Mercury, why represented with a wand, i. 185. b. 
Mercy, a great example of the Divine mercy, i. 75. b. the mercy- 
seat, or the covering of the ark described, i. 279. a. God spoke 
from the mercy-seat, i. 520. a. 
Meribah, the meaning of the word, i. 236. a. an account of the 

waters of Meribah, i. 583. b. 
Merodach-baladan, king of Babylon, sends letters to Hezekiah, ii. 

520. a. 
Meroz, what is meant by cursing of Meroz, ii. 150. a. 
Mesha, king of Moab, paid a tribute of sheep to the king of Israel, 

rebels, ii. 408. a. is overcome, sacrifices his son, ii. 470. a. 
Mesopotamia, the situation of the country, i. 94. h. 
Mesori, the name of the first mouth among the ancient Egyptians, 

why so called, i. 44, b. 
Mess, what was offered upon the altar was accounted as God's 
mess, i. 351. a. the sending of messes a testimony of favour in 
ancient times, i. 136. a. 
Messiah, Eve supposed the Messiah would have been her first-born, 
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i. 21. b. the benefits of the Messiah common to all nations, i\ 
59. a. the promise of the Messiah made to Isaac, i.'96. a. the Mes- 
siah offered upon the same day with the paschal Iamb, i. 201. b. 
a prophecy of the Messiah, i. 726. a. the first place where the 
name is mentioned in Scripture, ii. 250. a. 

Metals of all sorts that were taken from the enemy to be purified, 
i. 034. a. 

Methuselah, the reason of his name, i. 29. a. 

Metraton, an angel so called by the Jews, and why, i. 220. b. 

Micah makes an cphod and a teraphim, ii. 198. a. he consecrates a 
Levite to be a priest, ii. 199. a. 

Micaiah a prophet, ii. 4G0. a. his parabolical speech to Ahab, ii. 
4G0. b. is made a close prisoner, ii.4Gl. a. 

Mice, images of mice made with gold, ii. 241. a. 

Michal, the wife of David, her stratagem to save the life of her 
husband, ii. 279. b. is parted from him, and given to another, ii. 
295. a. restored to him again, ii. 313. b.&c. 

Midian, the situation of the land of Midian, i. 1G6. b. Sec. 

Midianitcs traded with the Ishmaelitcs upon a joint stock, i. 121. a. 
from whom descended, i. 122. a. they are overcome and de- 
stroyed by the Israelites, i. 632. a. &c. 

Midwives, an account of the Hebrew midwives in Egypt, i. 162. a. 
they are vindicated from the imputation of telling a lie, i. 1G2. 
b. the reward for their faith, and fearing God, i. 163. a. 

Migdol, the name of a city, its situation, i. 218. a. 

Might, the meaning of the words might and strength, i. 679. b. 

Mighty, the person of the mighty not to be honoured, i. 432. b. 

Milcom, the deity of the Ammonites, ii. 423. b. 

Milk, the meaning of the expression, Jlowing with milk and honey , 
i. 170. 6. 

Millo, what is meant by the house of Millo, ii. 1GG. b. its situation, 
ii. 41G. b. 

Ministers, prime ministers admitted into the king's presence, i. 
131. b. 

Miriam, the sister of Moses, the reason of her name, i. 225. b. 
.why particularly called the sister of Aaron, i. 226. a. punished 
for her pride, i. 542. a. 

Miscarriage, the punishment for violently causing a woman to mis- 
carry, i. 257. a. 

Mist, a mist went up to moisten the ground before there was any 
rain, i. 9. £• 

Mitre, the mitre of the high-priest described, i. 298. a. to be made 
of linen, i. 298. I. 

Mispeh, an assembly in Mispeh, to consider the barbarity of a 
Levite's wife, ii. 20G. a. 

Moab, the signification of the word, i. 79. a. the Israelites commit 
whoredom with the daughters of Moab, i. G10. b. the gods of 
Moab, ii. 173. a. Moab measured with a line by David, ii. 32G.£. 

Moabite, a Moabite never to enter into the congregation of the 
Lord, i. 749. 1. 

Mogul, the method of his advancing his favourites, i. 130. b. 

Mole, an unclean creature, i. 387. a. 

Moloch, the offering of children to Moloch, i. 215. b. an account 
of him, and of the ceremonies in offering children to him, i.428. 
a. the punishment inflicted for concealing a worshipper of Mo- 
loch, i. 443. a. the deity of the Ammonites, ii. 423. b. 

Molten, what is meant by molten gods, i. 330. a. 

Money, not originally stamped, nor delivered by telling, i. 88. a. 
collected and applied for repairing the temple, ii. 495. b. 

Month, the year computed by lunar months at the time of the de- 
luge, i. 37. b. 

Moon, one of the great lights and its use, i. 5. b. the feasts of the 
new moons, i. 528. a. the moon stayed at the command of 
Joshua, ii. 83. a. tires like the moon described, ii. 164. a. 

Mordecai, his descent, ii. 720. a. discovers a conspiracy to king 
Ahasuerus. ii. 722. b. he refuses to bow before Haman, ii. 723. 
a. is surprised at the decree for the destruction of the Jews, ii. 
724. b. arrayed in royal apparel by Haman at the command of 
the king, ii. 728. b. his advancement, ii. 732. b. his great honour 
and character, ii. 733. b. 

Moriah, what country is meant by the land of Moriah,. i. 83. a. 
Solomon's temple built upon the mountain of Moriah, i. 85. b. 
particular reasons for its sanctity, ii. 598. a. 

Moschi, a people, from whom descended, i. 42. b. 

Moses, the author of the Pentateuch, i. 1. a. the authority of his 
writings supported by the most ancient pagan writers, i. 28. a. 



excellently qualified to give an account of the deluge, and of all 
that followed, i. 37. b. exercised royal authority over the Israel- 
ites, i. 119. tf.'an account of his birth, i. 163. b. he is taken out 
of the Nile by Pharaoh's daughter, and made heir to her private 
estate, i. 174. b. Ac. the reason of his name, i. 165. b. he slays 
an Egyptian by a Divine impulse, i. 1G6. a. a ridiculous fable of 
the Jews concerning him, i. 1G6. b. he keeps the sheep of his 
father-in-law, i. 168. b. became learned in the Egyptian wisdom, 
ibid, he was God's ambassador to the king of Egypt, and vice- 
roy over Israel, i. 171. a. he is inspired with fortitude and mag- 
nanimity, ibid, the original of the fable that he was a leper, i. 
173. b. had a power of wurking miracles, and why, i. 174. a. an 
instance of his modesty and humility, i. 175. a. he is in fear of 
present death, i. 177. a. an account of his genealogy, i. 183. a. 
he speaks honourably of himself, and why, i. 184. a. supposed 
to have Divine honours given him, i. 202. b. his memory pre- 
served among distant nations, i. 213. a. the opinion of heathens 
concerning him, ibid, he was placed in the highest degree of 
familiarity with God, i. 272. a. the reason of his being in the 
cloud forty days and forty nights, i. 275. b. he broke the tables 
of stone, i. 320. b. &c. an account of his fasting in the mount, 
i. 331. a. a radiant splendour upon his countenance, ibid, he was 
called by God to enter into the tabernacle, i. 341. a. he acted 
as a priest, i. 371. a. a proof of his wisdom in distinguishing be- 
tween clean and unclean beasts, i. 381. a. the excellent spirit 
that dwelt in him, i. 537* b. he married an Ethiopian woman, 
with an account of her, i. 539. b. he was the meekest of men, i. 
540. a. his familiarity with God, i. 541. a. he and Aaron denied 
to enter into the land of Canaan, i. 582. b. a great instance of 
his integrity, humility, and self-denial, i. G23. a. the reason of his 
writing a journal of the Israelites' travels, i. 640. b. he is proved 
to be the author of the book of Deuteronomy, i. GGG. b. pro- 
phesies of the coming of the Messiah, i. 727. a. the charge he 
gave to Joshua, ii.' 29. b. the blessing he gave the Israelites be- 
fore his death, ii. 41. a. &c. he is said to have been king in 
Jcshurun, ii. 43. a. Sec. his death and burial, ii. 50. b. &c. his 
sepulchre unknown, and the reason, ii. 51. b. his character, ii. 
52. b. 

Mothers anciently gave names to their children, i. 27. a. 

Mountain, mountains were anciently used for places of sacrifice, i. 
• GO. a. and for Divine worship, i. 8G. b. the heathen offered sa- 
crifices upon the tops of mountains, i. 481. a. 

Mountains of Ararat, where situated, i. 36. a. 

Mourners not to appear publicly for some time, i. 155. b. &c. 

Mourning, the ancient rites of mourning, i. 86. b. the time and 
posture relating to it, ibid, the ceremonies of mourning among 
the Egyptians, i. 155. b. a particular account of the rites of 
mourning, i. 157. a. one day of mourning at first allowed for the 
dead, i. 381. a. particular rites of mourning among the Jews and 
other nations, i. 446. b. the ceremonies used by the priests in 
mourning for their near relations, ibid, the days of mourning 
adjusted, ii. 52. a. 

Mouse, an unclean creature, i. 387. a. 

Mule, by whom at first invented, i. 118. b. kings and princes for- 
merly rode upon mules, ii. 383. a. 

Multitude, a multitude not to be followed to do evil, i. 205. a. 

Mummies, the places where they are usually found, i. 159. a. 

Murder, the punishment of it extended to beasts, i. 38. b. the 
punishment of murder reserved by God in his own hands till 
the time of Noah, i. 39. a. wilful murder punished with death, i. 
255. a. 

Murderer, the wilful murderer taken from the altar and executed, 
i. 255. b. to be drawn by force out of a city of refuge, i. 730. b. 
the murderer to be put to death, i. 649. a. Arc. no satisfaction to 
be taken for his life, i. G52. a. &c. 

Murmuring, the murmuring of the Israelites against Moses and 
Aaron, i. 228. a. 

Myrrh, a spice, an account of it, i. 310. a. 

Mysia, a country, by whom peopled, i. 42. b. 



N a am an the Syrian applies to Elijah to cure his leprosy, ii. 

474. b. 
Nabal, his treatment of David, ii. 292. a. his death, ii. 294. b. 
Nabatsea, a country, from whom named, i. 93. a. 
Naboth the Jczreelite, his story and death, ii. 456. b. Sec. . 
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Nadab and Abihu, an account of their wickedness and punish- 
ment, i. 376. h. fcc. 
Nadab, the son of Jeroboam 1 , slain, ii. 440. a. 
Nahor, a particular account of him, i. 57. 6. 
Naked, Adam and Eve knew that they were naked, how this exr 

pression is to be understood, i. 17. a. 
Nakedness, what is meant by uncovering the nakedness, i. 424. 6. 
Name, to call upon the name of the Lord, what it means, i. 27. a; 
the meaning of the expression, let us make us a name] i. 55. a. 
to be called by one's name is as much as to be one's children, 
i. 145. 6. &c. the name of God, Tarn that I am, explained, i. 
171. h. the name given to the children by the Hebrew women 
upon their circuiicision, i. 177. b. an account of the name of 
four letters, i. 181. a. the meaning of taking God's name in vain, 
i. 248/ a. the name of God not to be taken in vain, i. 075. 6. 

Names given to all creatures by Adam, i. 14. a. are no way omi- 
nous, i. 28. 6. sometimes given before children are born, i. G9. 6. 
anciently given to families from cattle, i. 102. a. sometimes given 
to the children by the mothers, i. 103. 5. the name of idols to be 
destroyed, i. G9G. 6. 

Naomi, the mother of Ruth, her story, ii. 215. a. &c. 

Naphtuli, an account of the tribe, i.' 152. 6. the numbering of the 
families descended from him, i. G17. b. the blessing of Moses 
upon that tribe, and the extent of their possessions, ii. 47. 6. the 
lot of that tribe in the land of Canaan, ii. 112. a. 

Nathan, his respectful reprehension ofDavid for the death of Uriah, 
ii. 335. 6. he is made tutor to Solomon, ii. 338. b. his speech to 
David upon the conspiracy of Adonijah, ii. 383. a. he wrote the 
Acts of Solomon, ii. G08. a. 

Natiou, seven nations of Canaan devoted to destruction, i. 49. 6. 
what is meant by the expression, a multitude of nations, i. 14G. 
a. a proof of the greatness of the Jewish nation, i. GG9. 6. the 
reason of utterly destroying the seven nations of Canaan, i. 
735. a. 

Navy, Solomon's navy, ii. 421. 6. 

Nazarite, the law of the Nazarites concerning the growing of their 
hair, i. 378. a. the vow of a Nazarite particularly explained, 
i. 512. 6. &c. a Nazarite not to be defiled by the dead, i. 
513. 6. 

Nebo, the highest part of Mount Abarim, aud the place of Moses's 
death, ii. 49. 6. 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon overcomes the king of Egypt, 
ii. 530. 6. takes and carries away the spoil of the city of Jeru- 
salem, ii. 531. 6. 

Neck, a chain about the neck, a token of dignity, i. 130. 5. the 
form of wringing off the necks of birds in sacrifices, i. 357. 6. 

Necromancer, the meaning of the w r ord, i. 725. a. 

Nehemiab, the name of one of the books of Scripture, its author, 
ii. G87. a. . 

Nehemiah, his descent, ii. G87. a. his prayer, ii. G87. b. he was cup- 
bearer to the king of Persia, ii. 688. a. applies to the king for 
his return to Jerusalem and for materials to build the city, ii. 
G88. 6. he surveys the walls of Jerusalem, ii. G89. 6. orders the 
workmen in building, ii. G94. a. relieves the poor by taking off 
usury and mortgages, ii. G95. 6. he curses the people that mar- 
ried strange wives, ii. 715. a. 

Nehushtan, the name given to the brazen serpent by Hezekiah, ii. 
512. 0. 

Neighbour, offices of love and kindness to be done to our neigh- 
bour, i. 432. 6. he is to be rebuked and reproved, i. 433. a t to 
be loved as one's self, i. 433. 6. 

Neptune, the reason of his name, i. 48. a. 

Ncrgal, a deity of the Persians, ii. 510. a. 

Nest, the law in taking of a bird's nest, i. 744. a, 

Nethinims, supposed to be the same as the Gibeonitcs, ii. 556. 6. 
the reason of the name, ii. G80. 6. , 

Nibhaz, a pagan deity, ii. 510. a. 

Nigh, what is to be understood by coming nigh to God^ i. 377. b. 

Night, the night divided into four parts, i. 222. a. 

Nile, a particular account of its increase, with the observations 
upon it, i. 129. 6. the Hebrews employed in digging trenches to 
convey the water of the Nile, i. 162. a. the reason why the water 
of the Nile was turned into blood, i. 174. a. the fruitfulncss of 
Egypt owing to the water of the Nile, i. G93. 6. this river, the 
bounds of Judea to the south, ii. 414. 6. the derivation of the 
word, ibid. 



Nimrod, a particular account of him, i. 46. a. the same with Orion, 

- i. 46. 5. 

Nineveh, so called from Ninus the son of Nimrod, i. 25. 6. by whom 
built, i. 47. 6. 

Niobe, the fable concerning her, from whence derived, i. 78. a. 

Nisan, the name of one of the Hebrew months, why so called, i. 
203. 6. 

Nisroch, a deity of the Assyrians, ii. 518. 6. 

Noah, the signification of his name, i. 30. a. called a comforter, 
ibid, his character, i. 31. 6. where he and his family were be- 
stowed in the ark, i. 32. b\ Noah and his sons supposed not to 
cohabit with their wives whilst they were in the ark, i. 37. 6. 
made drunk with wine, i. 40. a. supposed to'be the same with 
Saturn, i. 51. 6. 

Nob, a city of the priests destroyed, ii. 287. fl. 

Nobles of Israel, who they were, i. 274. a. 

Nod, the land of Nod why so called, i. 25. a. 

Nomades, a people, from whom descended and their customs, i. 
48. 0. 

Nose, a man with a flat nose denied the priesthood, i. 450. 6.. 

Number, broken numbers not taken notice of by writers when they 
name a round sum, i. 67. 6. 

Numbering, the numbering of the Israelites by Moses,i.491. a. by 
David, with the circumstances belonging to it, ii. 377. a. 

Numbers, one of the books of Moses, why so called, i. 490. a. 

Nurse, nurses anciently kept in the families they belonged to so 
long as they lived, i. 90. 6. 

Oak, oaks very much reverenced by the ancients, i. 62. a. the an- 
cient superstition of worshipping under oaks, i. G96. a. 

Oaths, how anciently made, i. 90. <z. the form of an oath in Persia, 
i. 133. a. the religion of an oath in ancient times, i. 156. a. ac- 
counted sacred among the heathen, i. 248. 6. the many sorts of 
oaths, with an account of the oath of testimony, i. 356. 6. the 
oath used in the trial of the suspected wife, i. 509. a. 

Obadiah, his character, ii. 445. 6. 

Obed, the father of Jesse, born, and the meaning of his name, ii. 
224. a. 

Obed-Edom, the ark of God brought into his house, ii. 322. 6. 

Obedience, the blessings promised to the Israelites upon their obe- 
dience, i. 478. a. &c. long life promised as a reward for obedi- 

' ence to parents, i. G76. 6. 

Observer, what is meant by an observer of^times, i. 724. 6. 

Ochre, whv the Egyptians marked their cattle with red ochre, i. 
207. a. 

Oded, a prophet, his advice to the Israelites, ii. G39. 6. 

Offering, the difference between an offering and a sacrifice, i. 342. 
a. the offerings made at the feast of unleavened bread, i. 457. a. 
an account of the offering of jealousy, i. 508. a. the offering of, 
a Nazarite, i. 514. 5. offerings made at the dedication of the 
altar, i. 518. a. &c. made towards the building of the temple 
after the captivity, ii. G67. 6. 

Officer, the discipline used among the officers in the Egyptian 
court, i. 127. a. officers among the Israelites, their business, i. 
714. <z. their speech at the first mustering of the army, i. 733. a. 
officers belonging to courts of justice, ii. 55. a. a list of the "va- 
liant officers and their exploits that served David in his wars, 
ii. 374. 6, 

0& king of Bashan, overcome by the Israelites, i. 595. 6. 

Oil, anciently used in consecrating things before the law of Moses, 
i. 101. a. oil-olive, the nature of it, i.289. a. an account of the 
anointing oil, i. 301. a* the. ingredients of the holy anointing oil 
with the use of it, i. 310. 6. no holy oil in the second temple, i. 
311.6. oil used in sacrifices, i. 346. b, oil omitted in sin-offerings, 
i. 358. a. 

Olive, an olive-leaf brought by the dove to Noah out of Assyria, 
i. 37. a. 

Omcr, a measure among the Jews, i. 230. b. 

Omri, a king of Israel, his character, ii. 442. a. and death, ii* 
442. 6. 

On, a city, its situation, i. 131. a. 

Onan, the nature and aggravation of his sin, i. 122. 6. 

Onions, commonly eaten by the Egyptians, i. 532.6. 

Onycha, a spice, an account of it, i. 312. a. 

Ouyx-stoncs, the names of the children of Israel graven upon two 
of them, i.291.6. 
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Ophir, the name of different places, where situated, i. 53. a. Solo- 
mon's trade to Ophir, a place in India, ii. 418. ft. 

Oracle, the setting up of the oracle in the temple, ii. 401. ft. 

Ordinance, the meaning of the word, i. 227. «. 

Organ, the first inventor of it, i. 2G. a. 

Orion the constellation, why the dog and the hare joined with it, 
i. 46. ft. 

Oronooko, a river, its overflowings in America, i. 35. ft. 

Orpheus had read the books of Moses, i. 3. a. 

Osiris, the feast of Osiris, from whence it was derived, i. 209. a. 
an Egyptian god, the same with Apis, i. 317. ft. represented by 
a black ox, ii. 520. «-• 

Osprey, an unclean bird, i. 384. a. 

Ossifrage, an unclean bird, i. 384. 'a. 

Othniel, an account of his bravery, ii. 100. a. his victory over 
Chushan-rishathaim, and death, ii. 138. ft. &c. 

Outlawry among the Jews, ii. G70. a. 

Owl, sacred to Minerva, i. 381. ft. an unclean bird, i. 384. ft. the 
little owl and the great owl unclean, i. 385. «. 

Ok, red oxen only sacrificed in Egypt, i. 193. b. the law concerning 
an ox goring with his horns, i. 258. a. &c. the pushing a man or a 
maid-servant, i. 259. a. the law concerning one ox hurting an- 
other, ibid, the ox that treads out the corn not to be muzzled, i. 
761. a. six hundred men slain by an ox-goad, ii. 142. a. the oxen 
that supported the molten sea, described, ii. 405. ft. 

Padan-aram, where situated, i. 94. ft. 

Palm-trees delight in watery places, i. 227. ft. branches of palm- 
trees used upon the feast of tabernacles, i. 4G3. ft. 

Palmyra, a city built by Solomon, ii. 417. a. 

Papyrus, an account of the Egyptian Papyrus, i. 1G4. a. 

Parables, two sorts of prophetic parables, i. 100. a. the meaning of 
taking up a parable, i. 601. ft. 

Paradise, the entrance of it from the east, i. 20. ft. 

Paran, the wilderness of Paran, where situated, i. 82. a. bow God 
is said to shine forth from Mount Paran, ii. 41 . ft. 

Parents obliged to have their children circumcised, i. 71. ft. dis- 
obedience to parents how punished, i. 250. a. the law among 
the Jews and heathens to enforce obedience to parents, i. 676. ft. 

Parricide, the punishment of it by the Jews and other nations, 
i. 250. a. 

Parvaim, what is meant by the gold of Parvaim, ii. 599. a. 

Pasitigris, a river, an account of it, i. 11. ft. 

Passing between the pieces of dissected beasts the ancient way of 
making covenants, i. 68. at. 

Passover, the institution of the Passover, with the reasons of it, i. 
203. ft. the particular rites observed at the eating of it, i. 206. a. 
the reason of the name, i. 207. a. the time of its being eaten, i. 
207. ft. the children instructed at this feast, i. 209. a. it was fre- 
quently called a sacrifice^ ibid, called likewise my sacrifice, and 
my feast, i. 268. ft. called the Korban of the Lord, i. 524. a. 
persons under defilement, or upon a journey, obliged to keep the 
Passover, i. 524. ft. the word passover sometimes includes all the 
paschal sacrifices, i. 611. ft. <Xrc. a Passover kept in the days of 

■ Josiah, ii. 528. ft. and in the days of Hezekiah, ii. 645. a. &c. 

Pastoral, the pastoral kingdom in Egypt, an account of it, i. 141. ft. 

Patriarch, the employment of the Patriarchs was to feed cattle, i. 
21. ft. the reason of their long lives, i. 28. a. 

Patros, a country, by whom inhabited, i. 48. a. 

Peace, what is meant by the covenant of peace, i. 613. ft. 

Peace to be offered to a city before it be attacked, i. 732. a. &c. 

Peace-offerings, a particular account of them, i. 239. ft. the various 
kinds of them, i. 36G. a. more fully explained, i. 343. a. differ- 
ent kinds, and the manner of offering them, i. 349. ft. the differ- 
ence between them and whole burnt-offerings, i. 351. s. the 
flesh of peace-offerings in what manner to be eaten, i. 367. ft. 

Peacock, a Persian bird, ii. 422. a. 

Pecunia,the derivation of the word, i. 142. ft. 

Pekah, a king of Israel, ii. 503. ft. is slain, ii. 504. a. 

Pekahiah, a kiogof Israel, his character, ii. 503. ft. 

Peleg, the reason of his name, i. 51. ft. 

Pelican, an unclean bird, i. ;J85. a. 

Pelothit, the supposed name of one of Lot's daughters, i. 76. ft. 

Peloponnesus, by whom peopled, i. 43. a. 

Pelusium, supposed to he built by the Israelites, i. 161. ft. 

Pentapolis, or five cities, anaccount of them, i. 62. ft. 



People, the meaning of the expression a special people, i. 682. ft. the 
meaning of being gathered to his people, ii. 41. a. 

Peor, a famous high place in the country of Moab, i. 605. a. 

Perjury, how punished, i. 248. a. &c. 

Perizzites, a people, an account of them, i. 68. ft. rough and un- 
civilized, ii. 105. a. 

Perpetuity expressed in Scripture by the durableness of moun- 
tains, i. 154. a, 

Persian religion derived from the books of Moses, i. 169. ft. 

Pestilence, a pestilence sent upon Israel because David had num- 
bered the people, ii. 379. a. 

Phoenicians, descended from the Canaanites, i. 44. ft. 

Phalga, a town upon the Euphrates, from whom named, i. 57. a. 

Phallu, from him proceeded the Phalluites, i. 139. ft. 

Pharaoh, the ancient name of the Egyptian kings, the derivation 
of it, i. 60. ft. the meaning of the expression, by the life of 
Pharaoh, i. 132. ft. an account of that Pharaoh who was king of 
Egypt in the time of Moses, i. 170. ft. supposed to have been a 
magician, i. 187. a. the reason of his walking by the river Nile, 
i. 187. a. his army is overthrown in the Red Sea, i. 222. ft. 

Pharuoh-Nechoh, king of Egypt, put the land of Judah under 
tribute, ii. 530. a. 

Pharez, his birth, and the reason of his name, i. 125. a. 

Phasis, the river Tigris so called, i. 11. ft. 

Phicol, a name of dignity, i. 91. a. 

Philistim, a people, their original, i. 40. ft. they were not circum- 
cised, i. 71. ft. 

Philistine, the gods of the Philistines, ii. 173. ft. this people were 
famous archers, ii. 305. ft. 

Phinehas, his zeal by killing offenders with his own hands, i. 612. 
ft. stabs a man and a woman by Divine instigation, ibid, rewarded 
with an everlasting priesthood, i. 613. ft. 

Phrygia, a country, from whence it received its name, i.42. a. 

Phut, one of the sons of Ham settled in Africa, i. 44. ft. 

Phylacteries, the original of them among the Jews, i. 214. ft. 

Physicians, great men anciently attended by physicians, i. 155. a. 

Picture-drawer, the trade forbidden among the Jews, i. 247. a. 

Pigeons, the reason of their being offered, and the manner of of- 
fering them, i. 345. ft. 

Pi.hahiroth, an account of the place, i. 218. a. 

Pilgrimage, human life so called, i. 142. ft. 

Pillar of salt, relating to Lot's wife, particularly explained, i. 78*. 
a. pillars for idolatrous uses only unlawful, i. 101. ft. a pillar 
erected as a testimony of friendship, i. 109. a. a monument of 
Divine goodness, i. 116. ft. a particular account of its consecra- 
tion, ibid, pillars erected over the graves of the dead, i. 117. a. 
the pillar of a cloud that led the Israelites, i. 217. a. the form 
and appearance of it, i. 217. ft. it was dark by day, and shining 
by night, i. 341. a. a pillar erected by Absalom to perpetuate 
his memory, ii. 358. ft. the pillars of brass set up by Solomon 
described, ii. 404. ft. 

Pison, a river, an account of it, i. 11. ft. 

Pistachioes, a fruit, their quality, i. 134. ft. 

Pit, the punishment for any damage that follows the opening of a 
pit, i. 259. a. 

Pitch, the same with bitumen, in great plenty about Babylon, 
i. 32. ft. 

Places, places set apart from the beginning for public sacrifices, i. 
22. a. an account of the holy place, most holy in the tabernacle, 
1. 286. a. the times of entering the most holy place explained, 
i, 406. ft. the Israelites sacrificed in high places till the temple 
was built, i. 696. ft. &c. 

Plagues, an account of the Egyptian plagues, i. 107. ft. the first 
plague, when inflicted, ibid, the plague of the Egyptiau waters 
being turned into blood, i.188. a. an examination of the plague 
of leprosy, i. 392. a. &c. the plague of leprosy in a house ex- 
plained, i. 402. a. 

Plants, how originally produced, i. 4, ft. 

Plate, the plate of gold upon the mitre of the high-priest described, 
i. 297. ft. the inscription upon it, ibid. 

Play, the meaning of the expression, rising up to play, i. 318. ft. 

Pledge, the law concerning raiment left for a pledge, i. 263. ft. the 
form of delivering a pledge, i. 758. ft. the meaning of the expres- 
sion, take their pledge, ii. 273. a. 

Plough, the Israelites not to plough with an ox and an ass together, 
i. 749. a. 
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Plurality of persons in the Godhead proved, i. 20. b. 

Poetry, an idle conceit that Lamech invented poetry, i. 26. b. a 
particular account of the Hebrew poetry, i.223. b. the nature of 
Scripture poetry, and the poetry of the heathens, ii. 30. b. 

Pollution contracted by the touch of carcasses, i. 387. b. 

Polygamy contrary to the Divine institution, i. 14. b. but yet al- 
lowed, i. 427. a. not indulged to the high-priest, i.449. a. 

Pomegranates, the pomegranates upon the robe of the high-priest 
described, i. 297. a. 

Poor, the law concerning the poor, i. 263. b. a poor man not to be 
favoured in his cause, i. 265. b. nor to be injured, i. 266. a. 
the produce of the seventh year to he given to the poor, i. 267. 
a. the poor to be relieved according to their wants, i. 709. b. 

Porch, the dimensions of the porch of thejemple, ii. 399. b. 

Porter of the door of the tabernacle, an office, ii. 558. a. the por- 
ters of the temple, ii. 558. b. the division of the porters, ih 583. 
a. settled by lot, ii. 584. a. 

Portion, the wife not to bring a portion among the Hebrews, ii. 
278. a. 

Post, the Jews obliged to write their laws upon the posts of their 
houses and their gates, i. 680. a. 

Pot, an account of the pot of manna, i. 233.6. 

Presenting an offering explained, i. 408. b. 

Prey, the difference between the prey and the spoil, i. 633. a. the 
division of the prey after the battle, i. 634. a. 

Priest, the office of a priest at first performed by the master of 
the family, i. 22. a. women-priests consecrated to the service of 
Priapus, and men-priests to the service ofAshtaroth, i. 124. a. 
the privileges enjoyed by priests in ancient times, i. 143. B. the 
priest of Midian a worshipper of the true God, i. 167. a. the 
Israelites are said to be a kingdom of priests, i. 243.fi. in what 
sense the priests were called kings, ibid, the priests not to officiate 
without the garments of the priesthood, i. 290. b. the heathen priests 
sacrificed with crowns upon their heads, i. 298. b. the form of 
consecrating the Hebrew priests,' i. 301. b. their share in meat- 
offerings, i. 366. a. and in peace-offerings, i. 368. a. the reason 
of their being forbidden wine and strong drink in the time of 
their ministration, i. 379. b. the priests took upon them the sins 
of the people, i. 380. a. exceedingly skilful in discovering the 
leprosy, i. 391. £. they were not to make baldness upon their 
heads, &c. i. 447. a. restraints laid upon them in their mar- 
riages, i. 447. b. they were to be without blemish, i. 450. a. 
priests with blemishes not to come near the altar of burnt-offer- 
ing, i. 451. a. exempt from common service among the Jews and 
heathens, i. 493. 5. the near relation they had to the Divine Ma- 
jesty, i. 496. b. the manner of their dividing the holy things, i. 

' 506. h. they were punished for the profanation of the sanctuary, 
i. 569. h. how they were to eat their part of the oblations, i. 
571. a. they had a more honourable provision made for them 
than the Levites, i. 575. a. had the sole privilege of blessing the 
people, i. 691. a. allowed to purchase estates, i. 723. b. the office 
of the priest called the anointed of war, i. 732. h. priests to 
keep themselves from the lawful use of women before they per- 
formed their office, ii. 284. a. the courses of the priests settled 
by David, ii. 580. a. their courses and portion settled by Heze- 
kiah, ii. C48. h. 

Priesthood, not confined to the first-born, i. 22. a. limited to the 
family of Aaron, ibid, an everlasting priesthood settled in that 
family, i. 339. a. the great imperfection of the legal priesthood, 
i. 418. b. the priesthood denied to persons that had any blemish, 
i. 450. a. the different families that succeeded to the priesthood, 
i. 613. b. the priesthood transferred by Jeroboam from the fa- 
mily of Aaron, ii. 431. b. the care of the Jews to keep the priest- 
hood pure, ii. GQ6. b. 

Prince, the prince had anciently the right of sacrificing, i. 22. a. 

Prophaning the name of God forbidden, i. 431. b. 

Profession, the solemn professions made at the offering of. the first- 
fruits, i. 766. b. &c. . 

Punishment for lying with a woman-servant betrothed, i. 434. 5. 
the punishments threatened to the Israelites upon their disobe- 
dience, i. 478. b. &c. 

Prophecy begins in a vision, and ends in a deep sleep, i. 67. a. the 
several degrees of it, i. 536. a. 

Prophet, the office of a prophet explained, i. 79. b. many ways 
whereby God communicated himself to the prophets, i. 115. a. 
colleges of prophets erected, i, 540, b. the custom of bringing a 
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present to a prophet when he was to be consulted, i.595. h. the 
punishment of a false prophet tempting the people to idolatry, 
i. 701 . b. &c. the trial and punishment of a false prophet, i. 728. a. 
who are meant by the sons of the 'prophets, ii. 252. £.a prophet in 
an extraordinary case might offer sacrifice, ii. 269. b. the story 
of the prophet slain by a lion, ii. 433. a. Sec. 

Proselytes of the gate among the Egyptians, i. 210. b. the two 
kinds of proselytes among the Jews, i. 42 1. b. encouragements to 
strangers to become proselytes, i. 554. b. 

Proseucha, a place of prayer, supposed to have been erected by 
Joshua in Shechem, ii. 123. h. 

Protervia, a feast among the Romans, the rites observed at it, 
i.206. a. 

Psalms sung in the time of vintage, i. 463. a. 

Pul, a king of Assyria, invades the land of Israel, ii. 503. a. 

Pur, the casting of Pur explained, ii. 723. 5. 

Purification, the law of purification after child-bearing among 
Jews and heathens, i. 389. b. Sec. the purification of the leper, 
i. 397. a. the strict care used in purifications on the day of ex- 
piation, i. 418. a. purifications used for pollutions by the dead, 
i. 579. b. after a battle, i. 634. a. 

Pnrim, the feast of Purim, the reason of it, and the manner of its 
celebration, ii. 735. h. 

Quails, an account of the quails that fell among the Israelites 
in the wilderness, i. 230. a. a more particular history of them; 
i. 538. a. 

Rabbah, a city of the Ammonites taken by David with the na- 
ture of their punishment, ii. 339. a. 

Rabbits, forbidden to be kept near corn-fields, i. 260. b. 

Rab-shekah, his harangue before the walls of Jerusalem, ii. 513. b. 

Rachel, the signification of her name, i. 102. a. Jacob's chief wife, 
i. 106. a. her design in stealing her father's images, i. 107. b. 
supposed to have kept her father's teraphim, i. 115. b. 

Ragau, a town in Media, why so called, i. 57. a. 

Rahab the harlot, her treatment of the spies sent by Joshua, ii. 
56. a. &c. she and her family saved in the destruction of Jericho, 
ii. 70. a. 

Raiment, white raiment used in the offices of religion, i. 1 15. b. the 
raiment of the Israelites in the wilderness waxed not old, i. 
685. b. 

Rain, the rain at the deluge continued a hundred and fifty days, 
i. 35. b. the season of the first and the latter rain, i. 694. a. 

Rained, the Lord rained from the Lord, the meaning of the ex- 
pression, i. 77. a. 

Rainbow, supposed not to have appeared before the flood, i. 39. b. 
what particularly to be observed from the colours of it, ibid, a 
token that God would no more drown the earth, ibid. 

Ram, the ram offered by Abraham a type of Christ, i. 85. 5. an 
account of the ram of consecration, i. 299. b. how the blood was 
disposed, i. 303. a. rams' skins the covering of the tabernacle, i. 
284. a. &c. 

Ram ah, a college of prophets there, ii. 299. a. 

Rameses, a territory inhabited by the Israelites, i. 144. a. the name 
of a city built by the Israelites in Egypt, i. 161. b. 

Raven, a raven sent out of the ark to make discoveries, i. 36. b. an 
unclean bird, i. 384. b. 

Razor, no razor to come upon the head of a Nazarite, i. 613. a. 

Rebekah courted to be wife to Isaac, i. 90. a. inquired of the 
Lord when she was with child, i. 94. b. 

Rechabites, the country they came from, i. 242. a. 

Recorder, the nature of the office under king David, ii. 328. h. 

Red, a colour odious to the Egyptians, i. 576. a. 

Redemption, the laws concerning the redemption of houses and 
lands, i. 473. a. the redemption of a Hebrew sold, i. 476. b. the 
right of redemption of lauds by the delivery of a shoe, ii. 
222. b. 

Refuge, places of refuge appointed for the involuntary manslayer, 
i. 255. a. no satisfaction to be taken for a person fled to a city 
of refuge, i. 652. b. the roads and other circumstances belonging 
to them particularly explained, i. 729. b. cities of refuge ap- 
pointed by Joshua, ii. 114. b. 

Rehoboam consults the old and the young men about the manage- 
ment of his kingdom, ii. 428. a. a rebellion against him, upon 
which he flies to Jerusalem, \u 429. a* &e. is dissuaded by a pro- 
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phet from falling upon the revolters, ii. 430. a. his death, ii. 431. 
ft. lie humbles himself upon the invasion of the king of Egypt, 
ii. Gil. a. 

Rehobotb, a city, where situated, i. 119. a. 

Release, a full account of the year of release, i. 253. ft. it was a 
full acquittance for money lent, i.J708. b. but not to foreigners, 
i. 709. a. 

Religion not to be imposed by force, i. 72. a. 

Rending of the clothes, a rite of mourning, i. 378. ft. 

Repent, how God is said to repent, i. 3t. ft. 

Rephaims, a people, an account of them, i. 63. a. where they 
settled, i. 68. ft. : . 

Rcphidim, the name of a place, its situation, i. 234. ft. 

Report, a false report not to be raised, i. 265. a. 

Reproach, what is meant by the reproach of Egypt, ii. 65. ft. 

Rest, for what reason the sabbatical rest was instituted, i. 676. a. 

Restitution, the law of restitution for damage done by beasts, i. 
260. a. concerning cattle left in another's hand to keep, i. 261. 
a. the laws of restitution concerning breach of trust, fraud, and 
robbery, i. 36'0. ft. 

Resurrection, a prophecy of the resurrection of the dead, ii. 38.-ft. 

Reuben, his concern for bis brother Joseph, i. 121. ft. the loss of 
his authority and dignity, i. 147. a. nothing great performed by 
his posterity, ibid, the numbering of the families descended from 
him, i. 615. a. the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Reuben, 
ii. 43. b. the share they possessed in the land of Canaan, ii. 
94. a. 

Revelations received by persons when they were awake, i. 606. a. 

Revenge forbidden, i. 433. ft. 

Reverence, the meaning of the word, ii. 723. a. 

Rezon rebels against king Solomon, ii. 425. a. 

Rhodanus, a river, from whom it received its name, i. 43. 5. 

Rib, Eve formed from one of Adam's ribs, i. 14. a. 

Riband, a riband to be worn by the Israelites upon the fringes of 
their garments, with the reason, i. 558. ft. 

Riddle, the ancient custom of proposing riddles at feasts, ii. 187. ft. 

Righteous, what is meant by dying the death of the righteous, i. 
602. a. 

Rimmon an idol of the Syrians, ii. 476. a. 

Rings, used for the purposes of idolatry, i. 115. ft. a ring a token 
of dignity, i. 130. ft. the rings belonging to the ark described, 
i. 278. a. . . . 

River of Eden^ an account of it, i. 11. a. of Egypt, its course, i. 
68. a. what is frequently included by the word river, i. 189. ft. 

Rizpah, Saul's concubine, her piety towards her sons, ii. 368. ft. 

Robbing forbidden, i. 431. b. . . 

Robe, an account of the robe, one of the garments of the high- 
priest, i. 29G. ft. 

Rock, water brought out of the rock by Moses, i. 235. ft. water 
produced by smiting the rock, i. 582. ft. 

Rod, an account of the rod of Moses, i. 173. a. the prophets car- 
ried a rod in their hand, i. 185. ft. Moses's rod held up as a 
banner against his enemies, i. 236. ft. the meaning of the ex- 
pression, to pass under the rod, i. 488. ft. the history of Aaron's • 
rod, with the account of its blossoming, i. 567. a. &c. it was laid 
up before the testimony, i. 568. a. 
Romans, the Romans descended from Japheth, i. 41. a. 

Root, the meaning of the word in the song of Deborah, ii. 148. ft. 

Ruler of the temple, an officer, ii. 558. a. 

Rulers of tribes, an ancient form of government among the Ara- 
bians, i. 94. a. the particular qualifications of rulers of the peo- 
ple, i. 240. ft. four orders of rulers instituted, i. 241. a. rulers 
were the great officers and judges of the people, i. 355. a. 
Rumps, the rumps of .sheep of a great weight in the eastern coun- 
tries, i. 351. a. 
Ruth, the name of one of the books of Scripture, ii. 214. a. 
Ruth, her country and marriage, ii. 215. a. goes a gleaning into the 
fields of Boaz, and is kindly received, ii. 217. a. lies all night in 
the thrashing-floor, at the feet of Boaz, ii. 220. a. 

. . • ,i 
Sabbath not kept by the patriarchs as by the Jews, i. 9. a. some 
account of it before the law, i. 113. a. uncertain whether it was 
the seventh day from the creation, i: 229, a. a day of rest from all 
manner of labour, i. 2?2. a. 456. ft. the Jews' mistake concerning it, 
i. 232. b. for what reasons the sabbath was sanctified, i. 249. a. 
and blessed, j, 249. ft. it was a sign to the Israelites, i. 314. ft. 



the punishment for working therein, i. 315. a. the observation 
of it, the great preservative of religion, i. 332. ft. the sabbath the 
greatest of all solemnities appointed for assemblies, i. 456. ft. 
many days called sabbaths, besides the seventh day, i. 460. a. the 
punishment for breaking the sabbath, i. 558. a. the offerings ap- 

. pointed to be made upon the sabbath, i. 624. ft. what is meant 
by the covert for the sabbath, ii. 506. ft. the Jews punished be. 
cause the land did not enjoy her sabbaths, ii. <562. a. the Jews 
oblige themselves to buy nothing on the sabbath-day, ii. 706. ft. 

Sabbatical year, its institution, and the time of its beginning, i. 
468. a. punishments inflicted upon the Israelites for not observ- 
ing it, i. 482. a. 

Sabeans, four different people called by that name, and from whom 
they were severally descended, i. 45. a. an account of the Sa- 
beans that carried away Job's cattle, i. 92. a. 

Sabrei, a people, where situated, i. 45. ft. 

Sackcloth, the putting on of sackcloth an instance of deep mourn- 
ing, i. 121. ft. 

Sacrifices, an account of the original of sacrifices, i. 20. a. the first 
sacrifices consisted of the fruits of the ground, i.^2l. ft. origi- 
nally of Divine institution, i. 22. a. the law concerning eucha- 
ristical sacrifices, i. 20G. a. human sacrifices unacceptable to 
God, i. 215. ft. sacrifices used in all the world, i. 252. a. to be 
offered only unto the Lord, i. 262. ft. were offered by every man 
in his own family till the law of Moses, i. 273. a. an ancient 
custom of feasting upon the sacrifices, i. 318. ft. the manner of 
cutting the sacrifices in pieces, i. 344, ft. the place where they 
were to be slain, i. 345. a. sacrificesfor sin were offered to God 
as a ransom for the sacrificer, i. 353. ft. the daily sacrifice called 
a burnt-offering, and why, i. 353. ft. no sacrifices appointed by 
the law of Moses for capital offences, i. 418. a. sacrifices always 
brought to the place of public worship by the Jews and hea- 
thens, i. 419. ft. the sacrifices appointed at the feasts of trum- 
pets, i. 627. ft. sacrifices to be eaten before God, i. 697. ft. in 
other places, where neither the ark nor the tabernacle was, ii. 
250. a. the sacrifices offered by Solomon at the dedication of the 
temple, ii. 413. ft. the sacrifice of Elijah miraculously consumed, 

• ii. 449. a. sacrifices to be offered for the sins of the whole con- 
gregation, ii.- 643. ft. 

Sagan, the high-priest's vicar, an account of him, ii. 284. ft. 

Salem, n city, not the same with Jerusalem, i. 64. ft. 
"Salt, Salt Sea, an account of it, i. 63. a. more particularly described, 
i. 77. ft. the salt of the covenant to be used in meat-offerings, 
i. 348. ft. salt to be used with all sacrifices, i. 349. a. 

Samaria is besieged by the Syrians, ii. 479. ft. a grievous famine 
in Samaria, iftirf. the siege is miraculously raised, ii. 481. ft. 
is taken by the king of Assyria, ii. 507. ft. and peopled by a co- 
lony of his own nation, ii. 509. a. * • 

Samaritans, from whom they received their name, i. 49. ft. an ac- 
count of them, ii. 511. a. 

Samson born, and the reason of his name, ii. 186. a. he falls in 
love with a woman of Timnath, ii. 186. ft. kills a lion, ii. 187. a. 

- what he meant by the expression, of ploughing with his heifer^ ii. 
188. ft. he catches three hundred foxes, ii.-189. ft. slays a thou- 
sand men, with the jawbone of an ass, ii. 191; a. falls in love 
with a harlot, ii. 192. ft. is beset by the Philistines, ii. 193. ft. 
is taken, bound, and his eyes are put out, ii. 194. ft. See. destroys 
a number of the Philistines, and perishes with them, ii. 196. a. 
his burial, and the time of his government, ii. 196. ft, &©. 

Samuel, the name of two books of Scripture, au account of them, 
ii. 225. a, 

Samuel, his birth, ii. 228. a. he is brought to Eli the high-priest, 
ii. 223. ft. he ministers at the tabernacle, ii. 231. ft. is called by 
God, who denounces a sentence against Eli for the wickedness 
of his sons, ii. 234. ft. he prays and offers sacrifices for the peo- 
ple, and is accepted, ii. 244. ft. he goes a circuit through the 
country every year to do justice, ii. 245. ft. he gives the people 
the character of a king that should reign over them, ii. 247. a. 
is commanded to anoint Saul king over Israel, ii. 250, ft. his 
speech and appeal to the people in Gilgal, ii. 257. a. the shape 
of his mantle, ii. 263. ft. his death and burial, ii. 291. ft. 

Sanballat the Horonite, an enemy to the Jews, ii. 089. ft. conspires 
to hinder the building of the city, ii. 693. ft. threatens to com- 
plain to the king, ii. 697. a. 

Sanctify, the meaning of the word. i. 213. ft. in what sense the 
priests were sanctified to minister before God, i. 377. ft. 
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Sanctifying the seventh day, what, i. 8. b. 

Sanctuary, the offerings made for building the sanctuary, i. 276. a. 
it was designed as a house of residence for God, i. 277. a. the 
sanctuary of God to be reverenced, i. 438. b. and not to be de- 
filed, i. 442. b. 

Sanhedrin, the great Sanhedrin always followed the tabernacle to 
decide causes, i. 619. b. they had the power of trying and pu- 
nishing a city tempted to idolatry, i. 704. a. consisted principally 
of priests and Levites, i. 717. b. the exercise of their power of- 
ten interrupted by great changes iu the nation, i. 718. B. the 
punishment of disobeying their decrees, i. 739. 5. 

Sapphire, one of the stones set iu the breast -plate, i. 293. b. 

Saracens, an account of their original, i. 72. b. the manner of their' 
living, i. 82. a. 

Sarah, a particular account. of her behaviour in Egypt, i. CO. a. the 
changing of her name, and the reason of it, i. 72. b. her pedi- 
gree, and in what sense she was Abraham's sister, i. 80. a. the 
only woman whose entire age is set down in Scripture, i. 86. b. 

Sardius, one of the stones set in the breast-plate, i. 293. a. 

Sarmatse, a people, why so called, i. 42. a. 

Saturn, the same with Abraham, i. 84. b. 

Saul, his descent, goes to Samuel to inquire after his father's asses, 
ii. 249. a. is anointed by Samuel king over Israel, ii. 251. b. the 
signs he received from Samuel to strengthen his faith, ii. 252. a. he 
prophesies, ii. 253. b. is chosen king by lot, ii. 254. b. raises an 
army and'overcomes the Ammonites, ii. 256. b. &c. is anointed 

. in Ramah, chosen in Mispeh, and acknowledged king in Gilgal, 
ii. 257. a. presumptuously offers a burnt-offering, ii. 260. 5. his 
family cut off from enjoying the, kingdom, ii. 261. a. destroys 
the Amalckites, but spares the king, ii. 267. a. is troubled with an 
evil spirit, ii. 270. B. throws a javelin at David, ii. 277. a. he 
prophesies, ii. 280. b. applies to a woman with a familiar spirit, 
ii. 299. a. &c. the manner of his death and burial, ii. 305. b. 
seven of his sons slain to give satisfaction to the Gibeonites, ii. 
367. b. &c. his bones removed by David and buried in the se- 
pulchre of his fathers, ii. 368. 6. his head fastened in the temple 
of Dagon, and his body buried under an oak in Jabcsh, ii. 560. a. 

Savour, a sweet savour, the meaning of the expression, i. 345. a. ' 

Scabbed, a man scabbed denied the priesthood, i. 451. a. 

Scabby, the occasion of the story, that the Egyptians drove the Is- 
raelites out of Egypt because they were scabby, i. 195. b. 

Scaffold, a brazen scaffold made by Solomon, ii. 602. 5. > 

Scall upon the head, the law of Moses concerning it, i. 394. B. 

Scapegoat, the ceremonies belonging to it explained, i. 409. a. &c. 
the ceremony of laying the high-priest's hands upon the head of 
the scape-goat, i. 412. b. &c. he was to bear upon him all the 
iniquities of the people, i. 414. a. and was an evident represent- 
ation of Christ, ibid, he is let go into the wilderness, i. 414. b. 

Scarlet-cloth, tied upon the horns of the scape-goat, i. 415. a. 

Sceptre, a full account of the prophecy, the sceptre shall not de~ 
part from Judah, i. 148. b. the sceptre that was to rise out of 
Israel explained, i. 608. b. the meaning of holding out the golden 
sceptre, ii. 726. a. 

Schechinah, a definition of it, i. 12. b. in what manner it appeared 
to our first parents after the fall, i. 17. b. the common manner of 
its appearance, i.68. a. never appeared in a human figure, i. 111. 
b. went before the Israelites in the wilderness, i. 217. a. de- 
scended like flames of fire, i. 245. a. 

Schotcrim, a sort of officers in the Hebrew republic, i. 180. a. 

Scribe, a teacher of the people, ii. 676. b. 

Scurvy, a scurvy man denied the priesthood, i. 451. a. 

Scythians, their dispute with the Egyptians about their antiquity, 
i. 36. a. descended from Magog, i. 42. a. 

Sea, the Dead Sea, an account of it, i. 77- b. the reason of its name, 
ibid, the Ked Sea, why so called, i. 200. h. the memory of the 
division of the Ked Sea, preserved by the heathen, i. 221. h. the 
molten sea made by Solomon, ii. 405. b. the Red Sea the same 
as the sea of Edom, ii. 418. a. Ahaz removes the brazen. sea 
from the oxen that were under it, ii. 506. b. 

Seed of the woman, who is meant by it, i. 10. 5. why the Messiah 
promised from the woman's seed, i. 19. a. the seed of Abraham 
particularly explained, i. 86. a. the blessed seed, or the Messiah 
hoped for by all pious people in ancient times, i. 104. a., afield 
not to be sown with mingled seed/ i. 434. a. the involuntary 
emission of seed in' what manner purified, i. 404. b.&c. 

Seed, a vineyard not to be sown with divers seeds, i. 744, b. Sec. 
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Seer, an account of his qualifications, i. 184. b. &c. 

Seir, a mountainous country, by whom inhabited, i. 118. a. situ- 
ated in the country of Edom, i. 609. a. how God is said to rise 
up from Seir, ii. 41. b. 

Semiramis, an account of her, i. 46. b. 

Sennacherib king of Assyria slain, ii. 518. b. 

Separation, an account of the separation of women after child- 
bearing, i. 389. b. Sec. separation from the tabernacle explained, 
i. 406. a. the separation of a Nazarite explained, i. 512. b. the 
use of the water of separation, i. 578. b. 

Separated, the children of Israel for many reasons separated from 
other people, i. 445. b. 

Sepulchres understood to belong to religion, i. 87. bl 

Seraphim, why the name of the highest angels, i. 15. b. 

Serapis, an Egyptian god, an account of bim, i. 317. a. 

Serpents, an account of the nature of serpents, particularly of that 
which tempted Eve, i. 15. a. the serpent cursed after the fall, i. 
18. a. the reason of it, ibid, the strength of the serpent lies in his 
head, i. 18. b. an account of the serpents raised by the magicians 
of Egypt, i. 186. 5. fiery serpents sent among the Israelites,' i. 
587. a. the history of the brazen serpent, i. 588. b. the Indians 
worship a serpent upon a pole, i. 589. a. the brazen serpent 
made by Moses, destroyed by Hezekiah, ii. 511. b. 

Servants, the law concerning the buying and manumission of ser- 
vants, i. 253. b. the killing of a servant punished with' death, i. 
257. a. the distinction concerning servants of another nation, 
i.257. b. liberty proclaimed to servants on the year of jubilee, i. 
470. a, the law concerning an Israelite sold to be a servant, i. 
475. a. tbe circumstances of dismissing a Hebrew servant that 
was sold, i. 710. 5. the ear of a maid-servant not to be* bored, i. 
711. a. the case of the servant of another nation turned Jew, i. 
752. b. a hired servant not to be oppressed, i. 759. a, 

Serug, a particular account of him, i. 57. B. . 

Servitude, Israelites sold into servitude to return to their families on' 
the year of jubilee, i.470. a. 

Seth, the. reason of the name, i. 27. a. said to be the inventor of 
letters and writing, ibid, his posterity, except the family of Noah, 

, * destroyed by the flood, i."31. a. 

Seven, an indication of an indeterminate but a great number, i. 24. b. m 
why seven couple of clean beasts were preserved in the ark, i. 
34. a. a particular account of the number seven, i. 126. b. seven 
days the time of mourning among the Jews, i. 157. a. the number. 
seven observed among the Jews and heathens, i. 353. a. particu- 
larly by the Moabites, i. 600. a. &c. 

Seventh day, how sanctified and blessed, i. 9. b. the ceremonies to 
be observed on every seventh year, i. 468. a. 

Seventy, the court of seventy elders appointed, and their business, 
j. 534. a. they prophesied, i. 536. a. the manner of their election, 
i. 536. b. the places where they sat, and a fuller account of 
them,i. 714, b. 

Shadow brought ten degrees back in the dial of Ahaz, ii. 519. 5. 

Shallum, a king of Israel, slain, ii. 502. b. 

Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, takes Samaria, and carries away the 
people captive, ii. 507. a. &c. ■ 

Shamgar, one of the judges of Israel, ii. 142. a. slew six hundred 
men with an ox-goad, ibid. 

Sheaf, the sheaf of the first-fruits to be. waved, i. 458. a. a sheaf left 
in the field not to be fetched home, i.759. b: 

Sheba, a country, where situated, i. 45. b. from whence the queen 
of Sheba came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, i. 53. a. the mean- 
ing of the name, i. 97. 5. the particulars of the queen of Sheba's 
visit to king Solomon, ii. 419. a. she is supposed to come from 
Arabia Felix, ibid. '* 

Sheba, a Benjamite, rebels against king David, ii, 364. a. is besieged 
in a town, his head is cut off and thrown over the wall, ii. 366. b. 

Shechem, the name of a place, explained, ii. 123. b. 

Shechem debauches Dinah, Jacob's daughter, i. 113. b. 

Sheep, a noble employment anciently to keep them, i. 102. b. * 

Sheep-gate in Jerusalem, ii. 690. b. * 

Sheep-shearing, a festival time, i.123. a. 

Shekel, the ancient shekels were only of silver, i. 80. b. the value 
about half-a-crown, i. 87. b. the derivation of the word, i. 88. a. the 
half shekel paid to the building of the tabernacle, i. 303. b. an ac- 
count of the shekel of the sanctuary, ibid, half shekel for repair- 
ing tbe temple, ibid, the proportion between shekels of silver and 
shekels of gold, ii. 380. b. 
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Shem,not the eldest of Noah's sons though first named, i.30. a. the 
dutiful affection of Shem and Japheth towards their father, i. 40. 
b. the Lord was the God of Shem after a peculiar manner, ibid, 
why he is first named among the sons of Noah, i. 41. b. 50. a. his 
age and death, i. 57. a. 
Shepherd, in what sense shepherds were an abomination to the 
Egyptians, i. 141. a. addicted to robbery, i.141. b, shepherd a 
name of dignity and authority, i. 153.6. 
Sheth, who are meant by the children of Sheth in the prophecy of 

Balaam, i. GOO. b, 
Shew-bread, the different names of it, and the occasion of it, i. 281. 
b. the manner of making and placing it, i. 465. b, called an offer, 
ing made by fire, i. 466. a. by whom it was made, ibid. 
Shibboleth, the meaning of the wordandthe design of it, ii. 182. b. 
Shields of gold made by king Solomon, ii. 421. a. brazen shields 

made in the room of them, their use, ii. 437. b. 
Shihor, the southern bounds of the land of Israel, ii. 56G. a. 
Shiloh, a full explanation of the word, i. 149. L 
$himei,.a Benjamite, curses David, ii. 351. b. he humbly begs his 
life, and confesses his crime, ii. 361. 6. David's charge to Solomon 
conceruing him, ii. 386. b. is confined not to pass over the brook 
of Kidron, ii. 390. a, is slain, ii. 390. B. 
Shinar, a country, an account of it, i. 54. b. supposed to be the same 

with Babylon, i. 62. b. 
Shishak king of Egypt, comes up against Jerusalem, ii. 437. a. takes 

it, and carries away the spoil, ii. 611.0. 
Shittim-wood, what it was, i. 276. b. 

Shoes, holy places not to be entered with the shoes on, i. 170. a, the 
passover to be eaten with the shoes on, i. 206. a. the priests offi- 
ciated without shoes, i. 290. b. the ceremony of loosing the shoe, 
i. 762. a. shoes said to be of iron and brass, ii. 48. a. the putting 
off the shoes a token of reverence, ii. 67. 0. the Tight of redeeming 
lands by the delivery of a shoe, ii. 222. b. 
Shoulder, the right shoulder and the breast of sacrifices belonged to 

the priests, i. 369. a, 
Shunammite, the story of Elisha and the Shunammite, ii.471. a. <fcc. 
Shur, the wilderness of Shur, where situated, i. 94. a. 
Shnshan, a palace of the Persian kings, ii. 687. a. a noble city in 

Persia,i i. 717. a. 
Sichem, a particular account of an altar built there by Abraham, i. 
' 60. a. 

Sidou, a city, why so called, and by whom built, i. 48. b. 
Sidonians, famous for hewing timber, ii. 398. a. 
Sihon king of the Amorites overcome by the Israelites, i. 591. h 

the extent of his country, ibid. 
Simeon, supposed to be the person that put Joseph into the pit, i. 
133.' b. his character, i. 147. b. schoolmasters among the, Israelites 
were chiefly of that family, i. 148. a. the numbering of the families 
descended from him, i. 615. b. the lot of the tribe of Simeon in the 
land of Canaan, ii. 109. a. 
Similitude, what is meant by the similitude of the Lord, i. 541. b. no 

similitude of God seen, i. 670. a. 
Siu, sins to be expiated by sacrifices, i. 66. b. the crying of sins, what 
is meant by the expression, i. 75. a. sin, the atonement for sins of 
ignorance, i.352. a. to bear one's siu the same with being stoned, i. 
467. b* the punishment of presumptuous sins, i. 557. a. and of se- 
cret sins, ii. 21. a. 
Sin-money, ii. 496. 5. 

Sin-offerings, an account of them, i. 343. a. they were expiatory sa- 
crifices, i. 352. b. the place where they were killed, i. 355. a. the 
law concerning sin-offering of particular persons, i.364. a. the 
distinction concerning sin-offerings, i. 380. a. a sin-offering made 
by women after child-bearing, i. 390. b. the sin-offering upon the 
day of expiation, i. 408. a. 
Sinai, the reason of the name, i. 168. b. in that place Moses received 

the law, i. 624. a. 
Sinew that fastens the hip-bone in its socket, never eaten by the 

Israelites, and why, i. 112. a. 
Singers appointed in the temple, ii. 559. a. their orders set out, ii. 

581. b. a portion allowed them by the king of Persia, ii. 709. a. 
Singing called prophecy, ii. 581. b. 
Sinites, a people, from whom descended, i. 49. a. 
Sisera, a general under Jabin a king of Canaan, ii. 143. a. is de- 
feated by Barak and slain, ii. 145. a. Szc. . 
Sister, marriage with two sisters anciently indulged, i. 103. a. cou- 
sins frequently called sisters in Scripture, i. 103. b, the law of mar- 



rying a sister among Jews and heathens, i. 425. b. Sec. two 
sisters not to be married to the same man, i. 427. a. the punish- 
ment of lying with a sister, i. 444. b. Sec. 
Sitting, the ancient posture at meals, i. 98. b. 
Skin, the skins of beasts used for clothes, i. 20. a. of burnt-offer- 
ings were given to the priests, of sin-offerings were burnt, i. 302. 
b. the method of taking off the skins of sacrifices, i. 344. b. the 
skins of sacrifices belonged to the priests among Jews and hea- 
thens, i. 366. a. 
Skirt, the meaning of spreading the skirt, ii. 220. &. 
Slave, the children of slaves belong to their masters, i. 69. a. slaves 
condemned to turn a mill, i. 202. b. the custom in Arabia of 
boring the ears of slaves, i. 254. b. the law concerning slaves 
and their children, i. 478. a. 
Sleep, Adam cast into a deep sleep, i. 14. a. a prophetical sleep 

fell upon Abraham, i. 67. a. 
Smith, no smith found in the land of Israel, ii. 225. b. 
Snail, an unclean creature, i. 387. a. 

Snuffers and snuff-dishes belonging to the tabernacle, i. 282. b. 
Sodom, a city, the wickedness of it, i.61. b. the metropolis of the 

country of Pentapolis, i/75. a. 
Sodomite, no son of Israel to be a Sodomite,i. 752. b. Sodomites, 
their filthy idolatry, ii. 437. a. the house of the Sodomites broken 
down by Josiah, ii. 526. a. 
Sodomy, the law concerning it, i. 428. b. 

Sojourn, an account of the Israelites' sojourning in Egypt, i. 211. a. 
Soldier, the case of a soldier and a fair captive taken in war, i. 

738. b. Sec. 
Solomon, is born, ii. 338. b. is anointed king, ii. 384. a. he marries 
Pharaoh's daughter, ii. 390. b. God appears to him in a dream, 
ii. 391. b. his judgment between the two women and their chil- 
dren, ii. 392. b. an account of his principal officers, his daily 
provision, the extent of his kingdom, ii. 393. b. Sec. his character 
for wisdom, ii. 396. a. Sec. his preparations for building the 
temple, ii. 397. b. Sec. a description of the houses he built, ii. 
403. b. Sec. he brings the ark into the [temple, ii. 408. a. his 
blessing and prayer at the dedication of the temple, ii. 409. £. the 
cities he built, bis tributes, sacrifices, and other proofs of his 
magnificence, ii. 416. b. Sec. his navy and trade by sea, ii. 41 8. a. 
&c. is visited by the queen of Sheba, who made him rich pre- 
sents, ii. 419. a. Sec. his gold, riches, and customs, ii. 420. b. 
his chariots, horsemen, and horses, ii. 422. a. his love of strange 
women, the number of his wives and concubines, ii. 422. b. Sec. 
is seduced into idolatry, ii. 423. b. for which he is threatened 
with the loss of his kingdom, ii. 424. a. the time of his reign 
and death, ii. 437. a. sends to Huram for workmen, ii. 596. b. 
the number of his workmen, ii. 598. a. his prayer upon the bra- 
zen scaffold, ii. 602. b. is supposed to have been a penitent be- 
fore his death, ii. 609. b. Solomon's servants, who they were, ii. 
665. b. 
Son of God, supposed to appear to Adam and Eve, i. 17. b, and to 
Abraham, i. 73. b. Son of God sometimes called the Angel of 
God, i. 584. a. 
Sons of God, the^meanlng of the expression, i. 30. b. 
Son, many privileges belonged to the eldest son, i. 95. b. sons of 
. the Hebrews ordered by Pharaoh to be slain, i. 163. a. the 
ceremonies in trying and punishing a rebellious son, i. 741. a. 
Sec. 
Song, the song of Moses after the drowning of the Egyptians, i. 
223. b. an account of the song taught the Israelites by Moses, ii. 
28. b. songs made by the heathens iu honour of their great men, 
ibid, the song of Moses, ii. 30. b. said to contain seventy verses, 
and to be a compendium of the whole law, ii. 40. a. the song of 
Deborah and Barak, ii. 146. a. Sec. the song composed by David 
upon the death of Saul and Jonathan, ii. 308. b. another after 
the victory over his enemies, ii. 370. a. Sec. 
Sorcerer, an account of the Egyptian sorcerers, i. 186. a. 
Sovereignty, the founder of it, i. 46. a. 

Soul of man, its origin and nature, i. 10. a. that soul shall be cut 
off, the meaning of the expression, i. 72. a. an opinion concern- 
ing the souls of good, men, i. 146. b. a meaning fixed upon the 
word, i. 147. b. what is to be understood by the lusting of the 
soul,i. 700. a. 
Spain, by whom peopled, i. 43. a. 
Spaniards, why called by the name of Iberi, i. 43. a. 
Speech, the meaning of the expression, of a slow speech, i. 174. b. 
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Sphinx, the fable of sphinx supposed to have been raised from the 

story of Deborah, ii. 147. a. 
Spices burnt at funerals among the Israelites, ii. 618. a, &c. 
Spies, the meaning of the expression, Ye are spies, i. 132. ft. spies 
sent to search the land of Canaan, i. 543. a. the account they 
brought of it, i. 545. ft. the history of the two spies sent by 
Joshua, ii. 56. a. 
Spirit of God, what the expression signifies, i. 2. a. the power of 

the Divine Spirit in the recording of past actions, i. 137, b. 
Spirits of living creatures, whence they proceeded, i. 2. ft. familiar 

spirits not to be regarded, i. 439. a. 
Stork, an unclean bird, i. 385. a. 

Spoil of war divided between those who guarded the carriages, and 
those who fought, i. G5. ft. the manner of dividing the spoil, ii. 
304. b. . 

Spoiled, the meaning of the expression they spoiled the Egyptians, 

i. 210. a. 
Spoon, the spoons belonging to the table of shew-bread, i. 281. a. 
Sprinkling the blood upon the altar, the design of it, i. 273. a. and 
upon the people, i. 273. b. the different ways of sprinkling the 
blood upon the altar, i. 344. a. the sprinkling of blood seven 
times explained, i. 353. a. the form of sprinkling the blood upon 
the day of expiation, u 41 J . a. the sprinkling of the blood of the 
red heifer, i. 577. a. 
Stacte, a spice, an account of it, i. 312. a. 

Staff, the passover to be eaten leaning on their staves, i. 20G. ft. the 
staves belonging to the altar in the tabernacle described, i. 287. b. 
Standard, the standards in the camp of the Israelites, i. 494. a, the 
. order of pitching the standards of the several tribes, i. 494. ft. 
Stars created, and their office, i. 5. ft. the knowledge of them first 
taught by Enoch, i. 29. a. the star of Jacob in the prophecy of 
Balaam explained, i. 608. a. 
Stationary men appointed to attend the daily sacrifice, i. 623. ft. 
Statue, a maker of statues forbidden among the Jews, i. 247. a. 
Statute, the meaning of the word, i. 227. a. 

Stealing forbidden by the law of Moses, i. 250. ft. the law concern- 
ing the stealing of oxen and sheep, i. 259. ft. the general law 
concerning stealing, i. 431. c. 
Step, no steps were to be made to God's altar, i. 253. a. 
Sticks, the punishment of gathering sticks upon the sabbath-day, 

i. 557. ft. 
Stiff-necked, the meaning of the word, i. 319. ft. 
Stone, the stone erected by Jacob held in great veneration by the 
Jews, i. 101. a. aheap of stones erected as a testimony of friend- 
ship, i. 109. a* set in the confines of fields as boundaries, i.109. 
ft. a stone anciently used instead of a circumcising knife, i. 177. a. 
a man wounded in the stones not to enter into the assembly of 
the elders, i. 748. ft. great stones to be erected when the Israel- 
ites passed over Jordan, i. 769. a. set up as a monument by 
Joshua, ii. 61. ft. the erecting of a stone the ancient way of pre- 
serving the memory of things past, ii. 127. a. 
Stoning, no punishment among the Egyptians, i. 193. 5. the dif- 
ferent w f ays of it among the Jews, i. 244. ft. a more particular 
account of it, i. 442. ft. 
Stool, the Hebrew women set upon stools in order to their deli- 
very, i. 162. a. 
Strangling the punishment of murder, i. 255. a. a description of 

the punishment, i. 443. ft. 
Straw, ofuse to make bricks, i. 179. ft. 
Stripes, a criminal might be punished with forty stripes, with the 

manner of inflicting them, i. 760. ft. 
Suburbs appointed for the city of the Levites, i. 647. a. 
Succession, the law of succession into estates settled, i. 620. ft. 
Succoth-benoth, a Babylonish deity, ii. 509. ft. 
Suck, the greatest persons anciently gave suck to their own chil- 
dren, i. 81. a. 
Spkkiims, a people, the same with the Troglodytes, ii. 610. ft. 
Sun, one of the great lights, and its use, i. 5. ft. called Baal by the 
eastern nations, ibid, the worship of the sun introduced by Cain, 
i. 25. a. the idolatry of worshipping the sun, moon, and stars, 
the most ancient, with the reason of it, i. 671. a. the punishment 
appointed for such idolatry, i. 716. ft. the sun stands still at the 
command of Joshua, ii. 83. a. 
Superfluous, a man with any thing superfluous denied the priest- 
hood, i. 450. ft. 
Susiana, a country, the name from whence derived, i. 12. a. 



Swan, an unclean bird, i. 385. a. 

Swear, not lawful to swear by a creature, i. 88. ft. 

Swearing, by putting the hand under the thigh, i. 88. ft. what is un- 
derstood by swearing lightly, i. 248. a. the civil laws concern- 
ing swearing, i. 248. ft. expiations in some cases of sweariug, i. 
356. a. law of restitution in cases of false swearing, i. 36 L. a. 
false swearing forbidden, i. 431. ft. 

Swine, the most ancient sacrifices among the heathen, i. 342. ft. sa- 
cred to Venus, i. 381. ft. forbidden to the Jews, though of great 
esteem among heathens, i. 382. ft. their carcasses not to be 
touched, i. 383. a. 

Sword, an account of the flaming sword placed at the passage into 
the garden of Eden, i. 21. a. a particular explanation of the 
words sword and bow, i. 146. a. &c. 

Synagogue, reverence to be used in their synagogues, i. 438. ft. 
&c. the manner of reading and expounding in the synagogues, 
ii.701.a. 

Syria, a character of the country, i. 110. a. the gods of Syria, ii. 
173. a. 

Syrians, from whom descended, i. 50. ft. are overcome and routed by 
the Israelites under king Ahab, ii. 455. a. are smitten with blind- 
ness, ii. 478. ft. 



Tabernacle, the model of the tabernacle shewn to Moses, i. 277. 
jft. the boards, planks, and bars, belonging to the tabernacle, i. 
284. ft. &c. why called the tabernacle of the congregation, i. 
306. ft. the entrance of the tabernacle in the east, i. 350. ft. the 
consecration of the tabernacle and its utensils, i. 370. ft. the taber- 
nacle was taken in pieces to be the more easily carried, i. 494. a. 
the way of moving the tabernacle and the utensils of it, i. 502. a. 
&c. why called the tabernacle of witness, i. 5G9. ft. the taberna- 
cle set upon Shiloh, ii. 105. ft, called the temple, ii. 227. a. a taber- 
nacle made by David, ii. 323. a. 
Tabernacles, an account of the feast of tabernacles, i. 268. a. the 
institution of the feast of tabernacles, i. 462. a. &c. the sacrifices 
appointed upon the eight days of the feast of tabernacles, i. 628. 
ft. a feast of tabernacles ordained by Jeroboam in the eighth 
month, ii. 431. ft. 
Tables, the tables of stone, or the testimony, placed in the ark, i. 
278. 5. the description of the table that belonged to the ark of the 
covenant, i. 280. a, where it was placed, i. 286. ft. the tables of 
stone were written on both sides, i. 320. a. the difference be- 
tween the first two tables and the second, i. 327- a. tables rightly 
dedicated supplied the place of altars, i. 4GG. a. the table of shew- 
bread made by Solomon, ii. 407. ft. 
Tabor, a mountain, its situation, ii. 143. ft. 
Tale-bearing forbidden, i. 432. ft. 
Talent, a weight among the Hebrews, i. 336. ft. 
Talisman, Arabian talismans, the use of them, i. 107. ft. talismans 

made in imitation of the brazen serpent, i.589. a. 
Tamar, an account of her, i. 122. ft. she was guilty of incest, and 

the reason of it, i. 124. a. 
Tamar, the daughter of David, forced by her brother Amnon, ii. 

339. h. &c. 
Tarshishj the same with Spain, i. 43. c. 
Tartak, a pagan deity, ii. 510. a. 

Task-master, the business of the Egyptian task-masters, i. 161. a. 
Tatnai, a governor under the king of Persia, sends a letter to Da- 
rius, to hinder the building of the temple, ii. 672. ft. 
Tekoah, the speech of the woman of Tekoah to David, with the 

design of it, ii. 343. a. &c. 
Temple, the day on which the first and second temples were de- 
stroyed, i. 550. ft. globes of fire burst out of the foundation of 
the temple, ordered. to be rebuilt by Julian the apostate, ii. 
3G. a. Solomon's temple begun in the four hundred and eightieth 
year after the deliverance out of Egypt, ii. L78. ft. the year in 
which the foundation of the temple was laid, ii. 399. a. the di- 
mensions of it, ii. 399. ft. its ornaments, carvings, &c. ii. 401. a. 
the finishing of the temple and the time it was building, ii. 403. 
c. the dedication of the temple, ii. 408. a. &c. pious men di- 
rected their prayers towards the temple, ii. 411. a. the temple 
burnt, and all the utensils carried to Babylon, ii. 533. ft. a pat- 
tern of the temple given to Solomon by David, ii. 590. ft. the 
foundation of the second temple laid, ii. 669. a. at which the 
old men weep, who had seen the first, ibid, the building ceases, 
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ii. 672. a, the dimensions of the second temple, ii. G74. a, it is 
finished, ii. G75. b. 

Tempt, how God is said to be tempted, i. 550. b. 

Temptations; what they signify, i. 073. b. 

Tempter, in what manner he seduced Eve, i. 16. b. 

Ten, a number in which all nations end their account, and then 
begin with compound numbers, i. 102. a. 

Tent, the original of dwelling in tents, i. 26. a, the tent of Moses 
where he gave audience, i. 323. b. 

Tenth, of the spoils of war offered to God, i. G5. a, why the 
tenth was pitched upon to he offered to God, i. 101. b. the 
tenth was holy to the Lord and could not be redeemed, i. 480. a. 

Tenth-deal a measure, among the Hebrews, i. 306. a, 

Terah, supposed to have been an idolatrous priest, i. 57. b, became 
a worshipper of the true God, i. 58. a, an account of his death, 
ibid. 

Teraphim, the use of them particularly explained, i. 107. b, a te- 
raphim made by Micah, ii. 198. a. is stolen away, ii. 201. a. 

Testimony, the meaning of the expression, before the testimony, i. 
233. b. why the tables of stone were called the testimony, i. 277* b. 

Thanksgiving, an account of the peace-offering of thanksgiving, i. 
3G6. b, in what manner the flesh of it was to be eaten, i. 367. a, 
what is meant by a sacrifice of thanksgivings, i. 457. b. 

Theft reckoned lawful among the Egyptians, i. 142. a. the law of 
Plato concerning theft, i. 259. b. 

Thief, a thief sold by the Hebrews for his theft, i. 253. b, for six 
years, but a woman was not to be sold, i. 260. a. the case of a 
thief that confessed the fact, or did not confess, ibid* •* • 

Theocracy, the government of the Israelites a theocracy, i. 623. a, 

Thermutis, the name of the daughter of Pharaoh that took up 
Moses, i. 164. a. 

Thigh, the meaning of the expression, put thy hand under my 
thigh, explained, i. 88. b, Jacob's thigh out of joint, i. 111. a, 
the thigh of the suspected wife was to rot, i. 510. a. 

Thistle, the fable of the thistle and the cedar, ii. 500. a. 

Thousands sometimes signify many generations, i. 248. a. 

Thraciaus, from whom descended, i. 42. b. 

Throne, a throne built by Solomon where he heard causes, ii. 
404. a. his throne of ivory described, ii. 421. a. 

Thumb, the tying of the thumbs, and pricking them till the blood 
ran, the ancient way of making covenants, i. 71. a. 

Thunder, an account of the terrible thunder among the plagues of 
Egypt, i. 197. b, 

Tibareni, a people, from whom descended, i. 42. b, 

Tiglath-pileser, king of Assyria, invades the land, and carries away 
the people captive, ii. 503. b, &c. he takes Damascus, ii. 505. b. 

Tigris, a river, its rise, i. 11. a, its name whence derived, i. 12. b, 
the nature of its course, ibid. 

Timbrel, always used upon occasions of great rejoicing, i. 226. a. 

Time of life, the meaning of the expression, i. 74. a. the observa- 
tion of times forbidden, i. 43G. b. 

Timnath, a town, its situation, i. 123. a, two places of that name, 
ibid* 

Tirsbatha, an officer, the meaning of the name, ii. 666, b, % 

Tisri, the first month of the civil year, i. 417. a. 

Tithes, paid before the law of Moses, i. G5. a, an account of tithes 
under Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, i. 101. b, the law concern- 
ing the first and second tithe, i.264. a. tithes enjoined by the law 
of Moses, the manner of redeeming them, i. 488. b. what is 
meant by the tithe of the herd, and of the flock, ibid, tithes 
devoted for the maintenance of the Christian ministry, i. 489. b, 
represented as heave-offerings made to "God, i. 574. a. the 
tenth of the Levitcs' tithe reserved to God, i. 574. b, the second 
tithe commanded to be paid, i. 707. a. to be carried to the sanc- 
tuary by the people, or exchanged into money, i. 707. b, the se- 
cond tithe every third year employed to support the poor, i. 708. 
a. and called the third tithe, i. 710. a. the tithe paid in the days 
of Hezckiah, ii. 648. a, 

Tob, the land of Tob, ii. 175. b, 

Tobiah the Ammonite, an enemy to the Jews, ii. 609. b. 

Tola the son of Issachar, the reason of that name, i. 140. b. one of 

the name a judge in Israel, ii. 172. b. 
Tool, the graven tool used in making the golden calf, i. 317. a, the 

noise of no tool heard in the building of the temple, ii. 400. a. 
Tooth, the meaning of the law, tooth for tooth, i. 257. b. 
Topaz, one of the stouesset in the breast-plate, i. 293. a. 



Topheth defiled by king Josiah, ii. 527. a. 

Tower, the tower in the temple of Belus described, i. 54. b. con- 
jectures concerning the reason of its being built, i. 55. a, and 
concerning its destruction, i. 56. b. 

Tradition, the ground upon which the Jews found their oral tra- 
tion, i. 330. b. 

Trance, what is meant by falling into a trance^ i. G06. a. 

Travel, a particular account of the travels of the Israelites, i. 640. 
b, &c. 

Treasure-cities built by the Israelites in Egypt, i. 1G1. b, in what 

. sense the Israelites are said to he a peculiar treasure to God, i. 
242. b, the treasure allowed to the Hebrew kings, i. 721. b. the 
treasures of the dedicated things, how governed, ii. 584. b. 

Tree of life, why so called, and its nature, i. 10. b. tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil, an account of it, ibid, the superstition 
of worshipping under trees, i. G9G. a. trees that bore fruit to be 
preserved in war and peace, with the reason, i. 735. b, other 
trees might lawfully be cut down, i. 736. b, the form of the tree 
on which were hanged the bodies of criminals, i. 742. b. 

Trespasses, the law concerning trespasses, i. 50G. b. 

Trespass-offerings, an account, of them, i. 343. a, sometimes the 
same with a sin-offering, i. 357. a, the several reasons of their 
being offered, i. 358. b. &c. the blood in trespass-offerings to be 
sprinkled round about upon the altar, i. 365. 5. 

Trespass-money, ii. 49G. b. 

Tribe, a form of government was settled in the tribe of Judah till 
the coming of the Messiah, i. 148, b. &c. the manner of di- 
viding their tribes, i. 241. a. who were called the chief of their 
tribes, i. G58. a, ten tribes revolt against the family of David, ii. 
429. b. 

Tribute, the share of the prey that belonged to the priests called 
the Lord's tribute, i. G35. b. 

Trinity, the doctrine of the Trinity not unknown to the ancient 
Jews, i. 3G0. a. a text to prove this doctrine, i. G79. a. 

Troop, a troop cometh, the expression particularly explained, 
i. 103. b. 

Trumpet, the institution of the feast of trumpets, i. 460. b. Sec, 
the reason of sounding trumpets on the year of jubilee, i. 4G9. b, 
the congregation met at the sound of the two silver trumpets, 
i.527. a, the uses of those trumpets, ibid, the sacrifices ap- 
pointed at the feasts of trumpets, i. G27. b, 

Tubal-Cain found the art of melting metals, and making instru- 
ments of brass and iron, i. 2G. b, supposed to be the same with 
the heathen Vulcan, ibid, 

Turks, the offspring of Japheth, i. 41. a. 

Turtle-doves, the occasion of their being offered, i. 345. a. 

Twins, an account how they are covered in the womb, i. 125. a. 

Tyre, the metropolis of Phoenicia, i. 45. a. said to fall to the lot of 
• the tribe of Asher, ii. 111. b. 

Tyrians, sent to man king Solomon's fleet, ii. 418. a, 

Valkntinians, some account of their principles, i. 13. «. 

Vashti, the queen of Persia, refuses to come to the king, ii. 718. b, 
a decree made against her, ii. 719. b. 

Veil, a woman's veil, the design of it, i. 80. b. a veil the ornament 
of a bride, i. 91. a. worn by women when they went abroad, i. 
123. a. the veil belonging to the tabernacle described, i. 285. b. 
the veil put upon Moses's face, i. 332. a, 

Venus, supposed to be the same with Naamah, sister of Tubal- 
Cain, i. 2G. b. 

Vessels, vessels of earth used in sacrifices broken, and brass 
rinsed, i. 3G5. a. 

Vestal-fire, from whence established among the Romans, i. 3G3. a. 

Vines, no vines in Egypt, i. 13G. a, * 

Vinegar, of a cooling quality in hot seasons, ii. 218. b. 

Vineyards, first planted by Noah, i. 40. a. the fruits of the vine- 
yards every seventh year were given to the poor, i. 2G7. a, the 
vineyards were not to be gleaned, i. 431. a. a man that had 
planted a vineyard excused from war, if he had not eaten of it, 
i. 733. b. 

Viper, a deadly kind of viper described, i. 152. a. 

Virgin, the case of lying with a virgin betrothed, i. 747. b, virgins 
sought out for the king of Persia, the manner of their purifica- 
tion, ii. 720. a. Sec, the time of their purification, ii. 721. a. 

Virgin, the dowry of virgins, i. 2G2. a, the high-priest obliged to 
marry a virgin, i. 449. a. 
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Virginity, the case of exposing the tokens of virginity, i. 74C. b. 
Jephthah's daughter devoted to perpetual virginity, ii. 181. «. • 

Vision, the manner of revelation by vision, i. 65. b. a fuller account 
of it, i.541. a. sometimes includes all manner of revelation, ii. 
234. a. 

Vitellius desired by the Jews not to carry images in his ensigns 
through Judea, i. 247. o. 

Unclean things, the expiation for touching unclean things, i. 
35(5. b. 

Uncleanness, a person in uncleanness forbidden to eat the flesh of 
the peace-offerings, i. 308. a. a woman in her uncleanness not to 
be touched by a man, i. 427. b. a man under accidental unclean- 
ness to be wash- A before he came into the camp, i. 751. a. 

Unleavened, the offerings and sacrifices belonging to the feast of 
unleavened bread, i. 457. a. the first and last days of this feast 
to be observed with a sabbatical rest, ibid. 

Unicorn, a creature supposed to be fabulous, i, G03. b. a farther 
account of it, ii. 4G. a. 

Unrighteousness in judgment forbidden, i.440. b. 

Voice of the Lord walking in the garden, what it signifies, i. 17. a. 

Vow, an account of the first vow in Scripture, i. 101. b. a vow con- 
cerning a voluntary offering, i. 3G7. a. the flesh of such a sacri- 
fice in what manner to be disposed, ibid, the making of vows 
common among Jews and heathens, i. 454. a. the meaning of a 
singular vow, i. 484. b. the estimation pf a person set apart by 
a vow, ibid* a beast set apart by a vow not to be changed, 
i. 485. a. the vow of aNazarite particularly explained, i. 512. 5. 
&c. the case of a vow made by a man or woman adjusted, i. 629. 
b.&c. a vow not to be dispensed with, i. 754. b. the vow of 
Jephthah, ii. 170. a. 

Ur ; a city of Chaldea, the reason of its name, i. 4G. a. a particular 
account of it, i. 57. b. famous for superstition, i. 58. a, Abraham 
called from thence, i. 58. b. 

Uriah, his whole story, and the manner of his death, ii. 333. a. &c. 

Urijah, a priest, complies with Ahazin making a new altar, ii.505.6. 

Urini and Thummim put in the breast. plate of the high-priest, i. 
295. a. various opinions concerning it, ibid, the manner of an- 
swering by Urim and Thummim, i. 296. a. the consulting of 
God by Urim, i. 622. a. the answer by Urim and Thummim 
given by a voice, ii. 130. a. the Urim and Thummim either lost 
or burnt with the temple, ii. 666. b. 

Usury, the law concerning it, i. 263. b. strictly forbidden, i. 474. b. 
money might be lent upon usury to a stranger, but not to an Is- 
raelite, i. 753. I. &c. 

Utensils belonging to the temple, ii. 407. b: 

Uz, from whom Job descended, an account of him, i. 86. a. 

Uzzah, slain for his rashness in touching the ark, ii. 322. a. 

Uzziah, a king of Judah, ii. 636. a. his buildings, captains, &c. 
ii. G36. b. died a leper, and therefore not buried in the sepulchre 
of the kings, ii. 638. a. 



Wages of a person hired not to be detained, i. 432. a. 

Waggon, covered waggons used in carrying the tabernacle, i. 517. b. 

Walls, the walls of the temple described, ii. 402. b. of the temple 
repaired, ii. G90. b. &c. of Jerusalem finished, ii. G98. b. 

War, the meaning of the expression, a man of war, i. 224. b. what 
is meant by the book of the wars of the Lord, i.590. a. war some- 
times declared by the kings of Israel, and sometimes by Divine 
commandment, i. 622. b. the duty of the priest anointed for 
war, i. 732. b. 

Washing, the ancient rite of cleansing, i. 115. I. and of purifica- 
tion, i. 164. a. a washing-room in the temple for cleaning the 
sacrifices, i. 345. a. the washing of the high-priest upon the day 
of expiation, i. 415. a. &c. washings were the old way of purga- 
tion among Jews and pagans, i. 410. a. 

Watch, the watches of the night explained, i. 222. a. three 
watches among the Hebrews and the rest of the eastern nations, 
ii. 1G0. b. 

Waters, what is meant by the division of the waters from the waters^ i. 
S.b. sufficient watersto be found in the bowelsof the earth tocovcr 
the highest mountains, i.25. a. the meaning of the expression, 
sodden with water, i. 205. b. the miracle of water brought out of 
the rock, i. 235. b. the ceremony of pouripg out water on the 
feast of tabernacles, i. 4G4. a. the trial of the suspected wife by 
the waters of jealousy, i. 507. a. &c. the bitter waters used in that 
trial, i. 509. a. the use of the water of separation, i, 578. b. the 
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water that followed, i. 581. a. the courage of soldiers tried by 
the lapping of water, ii. 158. b. 

Wave-offering, an account of it, i. 304. a. the manner of waving, 
i. 369. a. 

Weasel, an unclean creature, i, 387. a. ' 

Weaning, the time of weaning children, and the custom of feasting 
the same day, i. 81. a. 

Week, an account of the feast of weeks, i. 268. a . 

Weeping, the days of weeping for the dead, ii. 52. a. 

Weight, justice to be used in weights and measures, i. 441. a. di- 
vers weights not to be kept, i. 763. a. 

Well, a well in the temple for the use of the court of the sanctuary, 
i. 365. a. 

West, the Jews turned their faces towards the west when they 
worshipped, ii. 413. a. 

Whales, the creation of them why particularly mentioned, i. 6. a . 

Whore, an express law that there should be no whore in Israel, i. 
123. b. whores anciently branded in the forehead, i. 124. b. there 
was to be no whore of the daughters of Israel, i. 752. b. conse- 
crated whores among the heathen, ibid? the price of a whore not 
to be brought into the house of the Lord, i. 753. a. 

Whoredom not punished,' i. 123. b. idolatry called by that name, 
with the punishment of it, i. 551. b. 

Whoring after strange gods, what it means, i. 330. a. 

Widow, an account of a widow's being got with child when she 

was drunk, i. 79. a. they More a particular habit, i. 123. a. the 

widow was not to be afflicted, i. 263. a. the high-priest forbid- 

' den to marry a widow, i. 449. b. the widow's raiment not to be 

taken for a pledge, i. 759. b. 

Wife, the close affection between man and wife explained, i, 14. 
b. the office of a secondary wife, i. 69. a. a wife espoused to 
stay some time with her parents before the consummation of the 
marriage, i. 90. />. the custom anciently to purchase a wife,' i. 
102. b. ft custom before the law of Moses for a man to marry his 
brother's wife, i. 122. b. the fruilfulnessof a wife of a citizen of 
Florence, i. 160. a. abstinence from the wife* a part of sanctifi- 
cation, i. 244. a. the trial of the suspected wife, i. 507. b. her 
punishment if guilty, and her reward if innocent, i. 511. a. 

Wife, a man excused from war if he had betrothed a wife, and had 
not taken her, i. 733. b. the case between a wife loved and a 
wife bated, i. 740. b. the case of a wife suspected not to have 
been a maid at the first trial, i. 745. b. &c. the punishment of a 
husband for falsely accusing such a wife, i. 746. b. the punish- 
ment of the wife if the fact be proved, i. 747. a. the case of a 
wife with some uncleanness in her, i. 755. b. a new wife excused 
a man from going to war, i. 757. a. the punishment of a wife 
that takes hold of the secrets of another man in defence of her 
husband, i. 7G2. b. laws concerning the wife of a king, ii. 336. b. 
the custom of the Persian wives, ii. 719. b. 

Wilderness, the reason of the Israelites going into the wilderness 
to sacrifice, i. 193. b. 

Wilderness of Sinai, its situation, i. 242. a. the manner of sending 
away the scape-goat into the wilderness, i. 413. b. &c. * the time 
the Israelites wandered in the wilderness, i. 552. a. 

Wind, the waters of the deluge assuaged by a drying wind, i. 35. b. 

Windows of heaven, how to he understood, i. 34. a. the windows 
of the temple, ii. 400. a. 

Wine, not to be drunk by the priests, i. 379. a. said to cheer God 
and man, ii.167. b. 

Wing, the wing of birds to be cloven when offered as a sacrifice, i. 
34G. a. 

Wire, the method of making golden wire among the Hebrews, 
i. 337. b. 

Wisdom, what is meant by the spirit of wisdom, i. 290. a. 

Wise men of Egypt, an account of them, i.128. b. a farther charac- 
ter of them, i. 186. a. 

Witch, the law concerning witches, i. 262. a. the circumstances of 
the whole affair between Saul and the witch of Endor, ii. 
299. a. &c. 

Witchcraft, a law of Plato's concerning it, i. 262. b. the Jews ex- 
tremely addicted to witchcraft, i. 725. a. 

Witness, the law concerning a false witness, i. 265. a. no man to 
be condemned without the testimony of two witnesses, i. 206. a. 
ten sorts of persons incapable of being witnesses, i. 652. a. one 
witness sufficient to put a man to his oath for his purgation, i. 
717. «. the punishment of a false witness, i. 731. b. among the 
Greeks and Romans, ibid. 
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Wizards not to be sought after, i. 439. 5. the punishment inflicted 
for consulting llieni, i. 443. tf. their punishment, i. 44G. a. 

Woman, created after the Divine image as well as man, i. 8. a. the 
reason of the name, i. 14. b. women had their apartments by 
themselves, i. 74. a. and children anciently spared in the most 
cruel wars, i. 114. b. the fruitfulness of the Egyptian women, i. 
IGO.tf. the mannerof the delivery of the Hebrew women in Egypt, 
i. 102. a. the punishment for hurting a woman with child, i. 257. 
a, the law to be observed by a woman after child-bearing, i. 389. 
h, &c. the custom among the Greeks in treating their women 
after child-bearing, i. 391. a, the punishment of lying with a 
woman in her sickness, i. 445. a. the case uf a woman divorced 
fully explained, i. 75G. a. 

Womb, what is meant by closing up the womb, i. 80. b. 

Wood, the manner of laying the wood upon the altar, i. 344. b, the 
wood to supply the fire of the altar in what manner disposed, i. 
3G2. £. the wood-offering settled by casting lots, ii. 707. a. 

Wool, a tithe of wool given to the priests, i.723. a. 

Word, the Word creator of the world, i, 2. b. the Word 
Lord came to Abraham, i. 65. b. the ten commandments 
the ten words, i. 272. b. 

Work, what is meant by cunning work, i. 291. b. 

World, not eternal, i. 1. a. 

Wounding, the law concerning it, i. 25G. h, the civil law, 
Plato's opinion upon that subject, i. 257. 0. 

Writing, the way of dating their writings among the Jews, i.203. b. 



of the 
called 



and 



Year, the year before the time of Moses began in September, i. 
34. a. the beginning of the year as to things sacred and civil, i. 
203. 5. a full account of the year of release, i. 253. b. the in- 
crease of the seventh year to be given to the poor, i. 267* tf. 

Younger, the younger frequently preferred by God before the 
elder, i. 145. 5. 

Zabii, a people, one of their idolatrous rites, i. 353. b. their ce- 
remonies in purifying child-bed women, i. 390. «. the offerings 
they made to their great god, i. 701. a. &c. they thought that the 
fruitfulness of the earth depended upon the worship of the pla- 

, nets, ii, 4. h* 



Zachariah, king of Israel, his character, ii. 002. a. 

Zadok, the priest, takes care of the ark in the conspiracy of Ab- 
salom, ii. 350. £. is made priest in the room of Abiathar, ii. 
398. £. 

Zaleugus is said to have received his laws from Minerva, i. 275. b. 

Zamareni, a people, from whom descended, i. 91. b. 

Zamzummims, a people, why so called, i. GG4. a. 

Zarah, his birth, and the reason of his name, i. 125. a. 

Zarephath, the widow of Zarephath, her story, ii. 444. b. 

Zebulun, the numberingof the families descended from him, i. GIG. 
b. the blessing of Moses upon the tribe of Zebulun, ii. 4G. b. the 
lot of the tribe of Zebulun in the land of Canaau, ii. 110. a, 

Zechariah the son of Jehoiada stoned, ii. G33. a. 

Zedekiab, a false prophet, ii. 4G0. a. 

Zedekiah, a king of Judah, ii. 532. b. is taken by the king of Baby- 
lon, ii. 533. a. his wickedness, ii. GG1. a, 

Zelophehad, the case of his daughters adjusted, i.G19. b, their in- 
heritance settled by law, i. G53. a, 

Zemarites, a people, from whom descended, i.49. #. 

Zerubbabel, the governor of Judea, ii. GG8. a. 

Ziba, the steward of Mcphibosheth, an account of him, ii. 329. b. 
his unfaithfulness to his master, ii. 351. a, 

Zidon, the gods of Zidon, ii. 173. a. 

Ziklag, and the spoil of it, recovered by David, ii. 302. 5. &c. 

Zimri, his conspiracy and success, ii. 441. a. his death, ii. 441. b. 

Zin, the wilderness of Zin, i. 580. b. 

Zion, the fort of Zion kept by the Jebusites, ii. 102. <z. 

Ziphites, the old enemies of David, if. 295. b. 

Zipporah, the wife of Moses, an account of ber, i. 167. b. she cir- 
cumcises her child, and the reason of it, i. 177. a. 

Zoan, the metropolis of Egypt, i. 138. 5. 

Zoar, the same with the city of Tamis in Egypt, i. G2. a. called 
by the name of Bela, i. 78. b. 

Zoroaster, an account of him, i. 1G9. b. from whence arose the 
fable that he saw God encompassed with flames, i. 245. 5. his 
story supposed to be framed out of the book of Moses, i. 248. dr. 
ancient magic derived from him, i. G05. b. 

Zuzims, a people, an account of them, i. 03. a. 
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